
ALLEGORY AND SYMBOL

IN THE NOVELS

OF WI1LLIAM GOLDING
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Apart from 'uch obYlou8 81JDbols &8 th b078 themeelYee, the

cCllloh, the fire, the spearl Md the act of hunting, the Beaet and the

Lord of the 'llel, Piggy" epeol and the nayal officer, there 18,

throuchout the novel, a oODalstent use of l)'Ilbollc lancuace and delorlptlOl1.

'&18 daYlce 1 vital as a mean of olarit71nc and xam1n1nc the

contral' (both apparent and real), between the two campa, and ot

auerU.nc by ImpllcatlOl1 the theme of the novel. So atter a patlage

where Jack" prlority of huatiDI oyer rescue becomes apparent, ..

total17 d1tferent pass..e ahows Simon huntlnc, Dot pig tor aport,

but truU, to give to the lUtlun8. Apart from Yagu. Biblioal analogies

of Ohriat I altru1emS, the deacrlptlon of the landlcape 8l1d the act

ttself are both 8J'Dlbol1C 1n tone, and tend to highlight Simon', role

in th allegory:

Flower and fruit rev together on the BAme tree IlIld everywhere val
th cent of ripenese and the booming of a million beee at pasture.
Bere the lUtlune who had run atter him caucht up with him. They
t lked, orled out untntellic1bly, lugged him towarda the treea. ~hen,

amid the roar of beea in the afternoon 8unlight, SimCA found for them
the truit they could not reach, pulled off th cholce t from up 1n the
foliage, pas ed them baok down to the endle. , O\ltltre,ohed hand.
When h h d 8 t1 fied them he pauled and looked around. 91e lUtlune
w tched him inscrutably over double handtuls' of ripe trait.9

In term of the 11 ory, 5imOl1 aot broadly as an extornal

catalyst of the boy , nature, It h been noted abO' that Golding

1 u ing ~~~ 1_an=-4 as an 'unreliable' cri1ler1aa, and here, it

m y be 8 employ1na SlmOD. 8 a reliabl ab olute ot

good, 1n the way llh t the jiblt, for amy_, was such an absolute.

In other words, Simon t to be r g rdod by the l' ader in a

tundament 11y different way fro the other boys, H 1e not, as it w re,
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tendency to 1801 te the individual. It i8 through the f, 1, rElasoning

of the new people that the Neanderthals w re about to f1ght with them,

nd, Bubsequ ntly, that ther were devU., that Lok an~ his people

oam to be deetrored. It wa through their false reanonu that the

power of ~ rl n, baeed on fe r and uperetlt1on, oame to be 0 great.

Fl'0III tbe power of Ma~lan, as well as through the fact of the Jealou8,

of individuals among the new people for the sat ty of their pos es ions

cam th diecorda and murder whlch characterise the descr1ptloas of

thelr community. The Neanderthal, with no possessions and no power

of reasoning, live In a totally harmonious soc1ety, with no conoeption

of ev1l, no idea of self.

In the new p a,ple, thea. the defensive and aggressive 1natinct.

emanate from thf.l same factor .. fala reaaonine. AggressiOl1 is the

r sult of the apparent need to defend oneself. The idea th t a defence

against the lITe nderthals w s neoess ry led to the gre 1~ which

obltt r ted th t race. It 1 the8e instinot whlch are explored in

thls novel, a it was theae instincts which wer described in Lord Of

the 11e8. !otb. ultlm tely, spring from t~ ower to reasQQ which

b s accompanl d anthropologioal progresG. Manfs re son i inadequate.

It 1s a partial gltt only. and ~ Inheritoro ge t8 that little

reasoa, 11k little knowledge. is a dangerou thin. Th f at i

suggest d by the alle ory oC th novel in two ways. It 1s sted.

a thls th 8i has argued, in the Juxtaposition of th two contrattlng

races, th one without. the oth r with, reaS~i but 1t 1 also

suggest d in the c lebrated shitt in per pect!Y which occurs in tbe
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Goldin's th1r4 novel, Pinohr

d v 10 ent ud mere 8 d ooncentratiOJl in Golding' allegorical

teohnique. rver a popul r UQCtl88 by Golding' studard., the nov 1

1 probably too ooncentrat d to nJoy the wide follow1n of l~ord 01

the F11e , both. boolt &nd fUm.

in the alle 01'10 1 t ehnlque 18 not on ot obseadvl't

ldeutitio Uon and s octaUon. Bath 11, the broad allegorl0 1 ttla1'Jl

1s lded by det 118. both ymbo110 and n tura11 t1c. which illustrate

th real1t1 of th mind and world not only of Christopher M~rUn. but

of m Ind. That mind d world are p radoxio 1, and the a11egor,y

s1mil r1y 80. Plnoher Martin 1 vill 1n d hAro. his world d 81 b1e

and odious, his atUtud 8 contI' r1 and cMltusin • his need gro rioue

and individualistic, his dee1re exceeding hl performano , his mind

at oddS wi h his bod1. But or than al1cgor! 1ng and xp10rin the

n tu e of Martin, the nOT 1 ex ine., again in all gory, the ereat1 em

and evolution of the h\Ul n I' 0 • from th ere ture or wling out ot the

ea to th being with 8om8 poyor of thought and acUon. e

precise n tur of the allegQrical aet 11o, ~d the r ap rent aatur 11st10

b nt nablee th allegory to oome to Hfs. d Ua prota onlot to

a 8 the proportion of a real1 tio ahanot 1'. The con inoln n ture

of the portrayal of the boys In Lord 21 the Eli has alr ady be n

likened to the 11 Borloal suocess of th ohar cter of . ePl1stlm'§

41
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