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ABSTRACT

The occasion for this study was a need for an analy-

sis of the success of the Gentleman's Magazine in order to

place its editorial policies and practices in proper perspec—
tive. The important work of C. L. Carlson and of James M.
Kuist has focussed on the magazine's editorial history from
1731-1754 and from 17%4-1800 respectively, but this particu~
lar study attempts to examine the editorial function in terms

of the position of the Gentleman's as a successful periodical

in the eighteenth century. The study, therefore, does not
pretend to be a narrative; it is analytical rather +than de-

gcriptive.

Editorial involvement in the magazine was pervasive
and complex. The Introduction provides necessary background
to the study. Chapter II examines editorial policy and fac-
tors affecting its formulation and successful development.
Chapter III discusses the nature of the magazine as a form
of periodical. Furthermore, that section examines editorial
eriteris, methods and general presentation of materials in
prder to determine their effect on the magazine itself., Chap-
ter IV analyzes the magazine's appeal from the viewpoints of
the editors and the correspondents in order to assess further

iii



the success of the Gentleman's. That chapter develops the

hypothesis that, in their attempts to be successful, the
.editors seriously compromised their claims to impartiality
by involving themselves so completely within the magazine,
Finally, Chapter V concludes that the establishment and con-

tinuvation of the Gentleman's as a successful magazine with

its basic ideas, form, criteria and personalities did not
necessarily ensure the most effective presentation of litera-

ture.

The policievs adopted by the founders of the Gentle-=
man's generally remained stable throughout the century. To
facilitate analysis of that stability the study draws speci=-
fic examples from a period roughly analagous to the 1770's.
However, examples throughout the magazine's history in the
eighteenth century appear in order to demonstrate the unity

and complexity of the whole development of the periodical.

Purthermore, the stableness of the Gentleman's was the re-

sult of the efforts of individuals.'lmhose personalities ag-
sociated with the magazine were primarily interested in the
continuation of its success and in its general welfare for a
variety of reasons. An examination of the involvement of
those people in the magazine is a study in the expression of

editorial opinion which, in turn, demonstrates and accounts

for the success of the Gentleman'g in the eighteenth century.
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PREFACE

The purpose of this study is to examine the policies

and practices editorially expressed in the Gentleman's Maga-

zine. The study uses content from the whole of the history
of the magazine in the eighteenth century but draws on mate-
rial found in a period bounded generally by the 1770's for
more specific and developed examples. If this small study of
a major eighteenth-century periodical possesses any origina-
1lity and distinctiveness, that result is due to the fact that

in general scholars of the Gentleman's have not focussed spe-

cifically and solely on the nature of its success. Their ef-
forts have necessarily been historical in order to establish
basic and sequential fact. Although their studies have dealt®
with editorial aspects of the magazine, the purposes of their
work have rather obscured the nature and effect of that suc-

cess., The guperlatives alone used to describe the Gentleman's

are generally true and demonsitrative of the influence of that
magazine. Successful it was, and this thesis hopes to prove
that its success was evident in, and attributable to, the as-
tute formulation and careful, if not ingenious, application

of editorial policy.

My initial purpose was to give a comprehensive and

analytical account of the management of the Gentleman's
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in the 1770's. But such a study necessarily involves much
more than a decade can offer, and, therefore, it grew with-
in certain oohfines into an examination of that periodical
in the eighteenth century. By focussing specifically and
almost entirely on policy and its application, the analysis
hopes to delineate the rationale inherent in the magazine if
only to develop points of comparison for future studies in
eighteenth-century periodical literature. Much basic re-
search on the magazine needs to be done, yet, by looking
specifically at internal evidence within the magazine it-
self and by applying present knowledge of eighteenth~century
publishing methods and environments (especially those related

t0 the Gentleman's) to substantiate that evidence, the study

provides further insights into such periodicals and their

publication.

The sources used appear in the bibliography. The ex=~
istence of an Inter-Library Lioan system and of microfilm re-
print facilities makes much important material available for
the serious student. ©Space and time limitations have prevent-
ed ah intensive examination of either the century or even the
deéade, but the analysis attempts to overcome those restric-
tions in various ways. A chronological presentation was un-
desirable, but the basic historical structure of the magazine
appears in an appendix of selected dates, The study includes
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various other appendices to provide similar comparisons with
different times in the magazine's history. The illustrations,
charts and glossary attempt to do the same plus to concen~
trate in one area much relevant material. Their use, fur-
thermore, frees the study to examine more fully the basiec
themes of editorial policy. That method provides unity and
coherence to scme of the vast amount of differentiated mate-

rial to be found in the Gentleman's Magazine.

The study attempts to overcome the problem of organ-
ization logically by examining at the outset the conception
of the idea for the magazine and possible influences benind
its formulation and application. TFrom there the analysis
moves to an examination of the idea as found in the form of
the magazine itself. PFinally, since readers and editors
played an important role in +that application the study exa-
mines the nature of the idea's appeal. Thematically the maga-
zine idea 1s important to this thesis as it forms the basis
for the periodical's success. Though that idea.was a cen-
tral theme in the magazine's history it was not, however, an
inflexible or static formula. In turn, time and even success
itsélf potentially and actually affected editorial thinking,
and this analysis, therefore, discusses throughout editorial
efforts to sustain the magazine's achievements by exploring

the resources inherent in the idea.
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This work generally alloﬁs the editors and readers
to speak for themselves, But a study of the expression of
editorial opihion requires selection and interpretation
which, in themselves, attempt to influence a potential
reader's appreciation of the magazine. Certainly the study
in some ways uses methods generally and openly employed by
the periodical's editors. Perhaps, like thém, this re-
searcher may claim to lay his case before an “impartial®
public in the hope that his efforts might be "useful® and
"entertaining® in providing "a nice Model", "a true Speci-
men", of the editorial policies and practices inherent in

the Gentleman's Magazine.

Hamilton, Ontario WB
September 22, 1974 : .
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THE USE OF ORIGINAL TEXTS

Quotations from original materials such as the Gen-

tleman's Magazine appear in this thesis with minimal changes.

Underlinedwords and phrases replace italicized parts in the
originals. Where a whole passage occurred, for example, in
italics, this study indicates the same thus [It.] . All capi-
tals replace the original use of bold=faced type, and capi-
talized inltials of words retain their place. The long "s"
and other eighteenth-century typographical practices do not
appear here. This analysis has silently corrected typogra-
phical and miscellaneous errors in the originals only if their
retention would lead to confusion. Punctuation remains the
same. The use of ellipsis accommodates minor changes in sen-
fenee structure deemed necessary only to facilitate meaning
in certain quotations. Otherwise, the study attempts to em-

ulate the originals as much as possible with no effort made

oo

to amend archaic spellings, style or gramgb *in order to pre-
v W _
gserve as much as possible the character and feeling of the
originals. Nothing, however, can serve as a substitute for

the primary materials themselves.
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Note on the Illustrations

The differences between the March, 1731, title-page
and the title-pages in the seventies are rather obvious; but
a comparison of the title-pages within the seventies reveals
some gubtle changes. Apart from the different woodcuts; one
notes various bibliographical changes in the printing pre-
gsentation, differences in the colophons, in the number, ar-
rangement and spelling of the newspaper and periodical 7
gources listed on either side of the woodcut. Those changes
provide evidence of editorial concern for detail and order
as well as of the change and growth in the British press.
Furthermore an examination of the Table of Contents on the
title—pages gives some indication of the presentation of na-
terials within the magazine while revealing at the same time
something of the nature of the comprehensiveness and variety

within the Gentleman's. Incidentally, the title-page for

the March, 1731, issue is an original according to the re-
search of W. B. Todd, ®A Bibliographical Account of The
Gentleman's Magazine, 1731-1754", SB, XVIII (1965), 92, and

the October, 1778, issue marked the beginning of the short,
joint printership of the magazine by David Bond and John

Nichols. See Priendship, p. 6.
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Chart 1

Sections in the Magazine

Number of pages per year 1770 1773 1775

1.
2.

Total

Articles
o,

. /b -

Book-reviews

b

4.

Poétry

-

News

%

. Informastional lists

%

624
380
61%
90
14%
38
6%
75
12%
30
5%

659
360
55%
1035,
16%
29
4%
107
16%
49
1%

xix

639

339
53%

118
1%
217

1777

638
368
58%
120
1%
30
5%
74
11%
4
55

1779
646
380
59%
103
16%
43
%
74
11%
36
6%

1780

628
349
55%
98
16%
40
6%
81
15%
49
S7



Chart II

Kinds of Articles

Number of Articles 1770
1.  Total 288
2. a. Reprinted from other 0
‘ periodicals
b % 0%
3. a. From correspondents 145
b % 50%
4. a., Supplied by staff 143
b. % 50%
5. a. On scientific topics 70
b % 24%
6. a. On historical topics 46
b. % 17%
7. a+ On contemporary 125
: issues
b, % 445
8. a. On literary topics 44
b. % ' 15%
9. a. Miscellaneous 0
articles
be % 0%

1773

239
0
0%

155

65%
84
35%
63
26%
61
26%
79
33%
33
14%

1%

1775 17717
200 280
0 3
0 1%
121 175
60%  63%
79 102
40%  36%
25 - 62
12.5%6 22%
50 64
25%  23%
91 110
45.5% 3%
31 37
15.5% 13%
3 7
1.5% 3%

1779

306
1%
4%
193
63%
100
33%
42
14%
59
19%
110
36%
75
24%
20
%

1780

289

1%
212
T55%
76
26%
41
14%
72
25%
100
35%
62
21%
14
5%



Note on the Charts

The source for the charts is J. M. Kuiet, The
Gentleman's Magazine, 1754-1800: A Study of its Development

ag a Vehicle for the Discussion of Literature. Unpublished

doctoral dissertation (1965), pp. 361 ff. They show the
breakdown of sections and subjects within the magazine. The
portions shown here, chosen because of the period studied
and of the addition of John Nichols to management in 1778,
indicate that the amount of space devoted to sections re-
mained fairly consistent while the number of articles by
correspondents increased proportionally with the inclusion
of more items on literary and historical topics, two changes
influenced in part by Nichols. Statistics may be misleading,
however, and Kuist does not mention in his discussion of the
charts (pp. %48 f£f.,) any differentiation between the general
correspondent and the disguised editorial writer, a fact that
might alter the figures slightly. On that point compare the

opinion of C. D. Yost, The Poetry of the Gentleman's Magazine:

A Study in Eighteenth Century Literary Taste (Philadelphia,

1936), p. 24. In addition, the inclusion of statistical
charts within this thesis gives further indications of some
of the serious study in which scholars of the magazine have

involved themselves.
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List of Abbreviations

Apart from commonly understood contractions such as
OED and PMLA, the study uses the following abbreviations fre-
"quently. (See the Bibliography for full titles where appli-
cable.)

Ackers - D. P, McKenzie and J. C. Ross, ed., A Ledger of
Charles Ackers (London, 1968).

"Autobiography® - "Autobiography of Sylvanus Urban", in +the
Gentleman's Magazine, CCI (1856), 3=9, 131-140, 267-
11y D31-41, 6b6(~711; CCIT (1857), 3-10, 149-57, 282-
90, 379-87.

Bpswell's Life —~ James Boswell, Life of Samuel Johnson.

Priendship = [D. Bond], Friendship Strikingly BExhibited in
a New Light (London, L1781).

GI - Wpreface®, in the General Index to the Gentleman's
Magazine, III (London, 1821), {iii]-Ixxzx.

GM - Gentleman's Magazine, occasionally expressed in the
text as the Gentleman's.

Illustrations - Illustrations of the Titerary History of
the Bighteenth Century. 8 Vols. (London, 1817~
1858) .

Johnson's "Life" - [S. Johnson}, "An Account of the Life of
the late Mr. Edward Cave", GM, XXIV (Feb. 1754),
[553 -58.,

IA - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century. 9 Vols.
(London, 1812~1815).

IM - London Magazine.

Minor Lives -~ Edward L. Hart, ed., Minor Lives: A Collection
ol Biographies by John Nichols (Cambridge, 1971).
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Gentleman's Magazine, founded in 1731 by Edward

Cave, was by 1its extensive circulation, its longevity and
its high reputation the most successful of the eighteenth-
century periodicals. The editors forwarded particularly

favourable claims for the magazine's importance in state-

ments such as the following:

. o e¢an impartial and inguisitive reader can no
where collect a clearer state of the learning,
the policy, the manners, the temper and the prin-
ciples of the times, than from the volumes of
this particular work.

Without entering into invidious comparisons, it
may not be improper to observe, that THE GENTLE-
MAN'S MAGAZINE, the earllest publication of the
kind, has ever maintained the first rank for li-
terary merit.2

Readers, right from the beginning, also expressed favourable
assessments of the project. TFor example, a letter in the
magazine, dated October 14, 1731, reads:

The Gentleman's Magazine, 1s perhaps, one of the
most useful Things of the Kind that has at any
Time been set on Foot: but this Usefulness nmust
in Justice and Gratitude be attributed to your
unbyass'd Impartiality and Industrys: It serves me,
and ~to my knowledge several others, for what your
title truly expresses it, that is, a Magazine or
Repository of everything worth remarking, and for
that Reason will be many Years hence an authentick
Collection for Historians to refer to, when Dig-
putes shall arise on the Manner and the Spirit

1



with which the present Controversies are carried
on, the Force of the Arguments on both Sides be-
ing fully retained. . . o

Persons also expressed their opinions on the value

“.0f the Gentleman's in other places than in the magazine it-

gself. John Nichols, one of the editors of the periodical,
quotes Hdmund Burke as saying that the magazine was Y“one of
the most chaste and valuable Miscellanies of the age“.4 As
the nineteenth century began, however, the magazine's repu-
tation, though still high, had slibped somewhat in the opin-
ion of certain peopie. A correspondent in the Universal
Magazine commented in 1804 that

As a work of general amusement, it can advance few
claims %o general approbation.

Nevertheless, he continued:

it may advance claims to something better, -~ that
of being a repository of numerous interesting and
important facts; a storehouse, from whence, the
antiquarian in particular may derive many useful
commodities; and though there be seldom any fri-
volous school-boy essays, amusing tales, pretty
fragments, and similar nonsense, yet it often ad-
mits disquisitions of general utility, and dis-
cussionsg of useful guestions.

But, by the late nineteenth century, A. W. Hutton could
criticize that
the great bulk of the literary contributions to
it are only precious in the sense of being pre-
cious nonsense.

Furthermore,



So far as literature, in the strict sense, is con-
cerned, the Gentleman's Magazine is a wilderness
of deservedly forgotten rubbish.®

The question,'therefore, arisess What exactly was the na-
ture and significance of that periodical's success in the

eighteenth century?

The purpose of this study is to examine and to as-

sess the editorial policies and practices of the Gentlemant's

Magazine in order to particularize reasons for its success.
In general, the magazine's editorial policies and practices
involved a process of communicating information and opinion
to and from readers by means of the medium of the magazine.
As such the very nature of their undertaking, reliant as it
was on public support, obligated the editors to act respon-
gibly towards the magazine's readers so that the latter's

respect might establish and maintain for that miscellany a

primary position among eighteenth-century periodicals espe=
cially in the midst of almost immediate, increasingly more

aggressive competition.

Once the editors had secured that pre-eminence for

the Gentleman's, ‘they found themselves freer to manipulate

with more confidence both the direction of the magazine and
the opinion of readers. Significantly, their efforts did re-

sult in a successful venture. Seen by the editors in terms



of a high circulation and general readership approval, such
guccess was indeed basically attributable to the formulation
and implementation of editorial policy, the result, in furn,
of the astute assessment by management of a particular public
need and a growing speclalized demand, two factors that were
often quite flexible and variable. The editors were quick

to make adjustments to circumstances and situvations if neces-
sary, but generally they determined to maintain their origi-
nal, basic policies rather than allow, in their estimation,
fickle taste and party pressure to influence their decisions

adversely.

The basic tenets of the magazine's editorial policy
did not significantly change over the years as a result of
the conservatism of editorial thinking. Certain factions,
however, did attempt to exert pressure. Rivals of one name
or another established themselves to capitalize on the maga-
zine's success, but the majority were not strong enough ei- -
ther to supplant or even to challenge seriously the eminence
of that periodical. Concerns, such as government, attempted
intimidation by threétening and commencing prosecution pro-
ceedings for libel, but they were equally unsuccessful in
changing significantly the magazine's directions especially
as>a growing periocdical press began to be aware of and to

demonstrate their own collective importance and influence,



Finally, the general public attempted to sway the magazine
through individual appeals, and they had more success as

the Gentleman's depended on readers for contributions and

sales. In fact, the editors willingly allowed and speci-
fically catered to certain tastes but only if by so doing

such action could further the success of the magdzine.

The growth of a reading public and of a periodical
press to satisfy it led to a certain degree of specializa-

tion in the Gentleman's, a concentration prompted by the

interests of both editors and readers. While the deter—
mination of an exact assessment is impossible, the maga-
zine's continued success not only gave the editors and
their associates a great deal of personal satisfaction but
also influenced in various degrees the opinions of readers.
Significantly, though, the goal of success did have some
adverse effects on editors, readers and the magazine itself.
The resulting anomalies, contradictions and tensions pro-
vide fascinating material for the study of just one eight;

eenth~century periodical.

In 1782, the following comment appeared in the

Gentleman's Magazine:

The inestimable Value of a Periodical Work
formed and continued for more than Haif a Cen-
tury, on the Plan of the GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE,



if executed with tolerable Accuracy, must be ob-
vious to every gan, conversant with the World,
at first Sight. -

Much later, John Nichols wrote:

Not to enter too deeply into the arcana of
a Miscellaneous Publication, the very nature of
which depends on a sort of Masoniec secresy, i%
may not be improper to introduce a few anecdotes,
and to unfold some particulars, over which con-
cealment is no longexr needful.é

Secrets! The latter statement demonstrates the fact that

neither the "nature" nor the "value" of the Gentleman's

Magazine is so "obvious" on a first examination, a point

that has challenged and prompted scholars to much research.

Periodical literature is an important source of
information for the scholar examining eighteenth-century
life and culture in general and the policies and practices
of editors in particular, but some equally important consi-
derations qualify its use as a source for such information.
L. M. Salmon, Studying the valuvue of newépapers as sources,
notess

Periodical literature must. . .be considered
by the historian with reference to those general
parts whose authoritativeness may be guaranteed
and to such other parts as those in which errors
are most likely to abound., I{ must also be con-
sidered with reference to those parts that con-
sciously and by design give an account of the e-
vents of the day, and the other part that uncon-
sciously and unintentionally records the spirit
of the age.

She continues:



Two processes are involved for the historian. The
first is the narration of events that have happened,
a8 narration based on the material available after
the rejection of what proves to be unsuthoritative.
The second process involves the interpretation of
the life and interests of a community, of a netion,
of an age, as these are unconscilously revealed
throygh the columns and pages of periodical litera-
ture.

The most important source for this particular study

is specifically the Gentleman's Magazine, a major periodi-

cal in the eighteenth centuryelo While secondary materials
such as letters, anecdotes and memoirs are significant in
the study, the magazine, on careful examination, offers the
most important evidence of editorial method and thought.

The Gentleman's was of importance to the editors attempting

to communicate with their public, and it is, therefore,
mainly responsible for Whatever general influence either
might have had upon the other.ll Finally, as a source,

the magazine is the visible and outward symbol of the suc—
cess of the founder's undertaking, in effect, the idea in
concrete form. As such, the magazine is the touchstone for
whatever material one might wish to use in order to analyze

the nature and effects of its success.

Bibliographical factors, however, qualify somewhat

the use of the Gentleman's Magazine as a primary source.

Commenting on C. L. Carlson's work, D. F. Bond says that



"one misges any detailled bibliographical study of the maga-
zine" .12 Such a study would ensure firstly that the mate-
rial exemined is what eighteenth-century readers actually
read at the time of an issue's original publication. Se-
condly, aside from determining the existence of variations
including counterfeited and pirated editions, a thorough
bibliographical study might determine the extent of demand
for the magazine. The date the demand was met would indi-
cate the importance of the periodical at a particular time.
Furthermore, a call for back issues would demonstrate the
respect the public haa for the work as a reference source,

work of literature or whatever.

Is such a study necessary? Yes, for extensive evi-
dence exists to show that the magazine did go through vari-
ous editions., The "Autobiography of Sylvanus Urban" notes
that

the early numbers were so frequently reprinted,
that it is difficult to find their original edi-
tions; for many sets are made up with the later
reprints.13
J. Leedl4 and W. B. 10dd> have recently applied themselves
gseparately to the problen, focussing particularly on the
earlier period of the magazine. But errors are likely to

persist until scholars present a more complete bibliogra-

phical analysis of the magazine, and until such work appears



one must by necessity assume that materials examined are

suitable and representative for use in studying the Gentle-

man's Magazihe,l6

On that assumption, the magazine as a source pro-
vides information on editorial policies and practices as
well as on reader response to those ideas and methods,
Tirstly, from an examination of specific references within
the work itself and its general presentation, one gains in-
sights into the magazine's publication. J. M. Kuist, a re-

cent historian of the Gentleman's, has noted, however, that

Yeditorial management. . .is more evident to the scholart 17
Certainly it is difficult to determine the precise nature of
the functions and responsibilities of the personalities as-~
sociated with the magazine even if one considered all the
evidence avallable both in primary and in secondary sources.
What this study shows on that issue is that management was a
corporate and collective affair involving a hierarchy that
generally was understood by those persons concerned, Since
livelihoods depended on the magazine's success, whoever per-
formed whatever function was obliged to act responsibly to
maintain that success. The result was a well-regulated

magazine, a fact noticeable in every issue.

Secondly, apart from providing information on the
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interaction of personalities associated with the magazine,

an examination of the Gentleman's as a source also reveals

facts on editofial policies. A policy statement is a gulide-
line expressed in intentionally general terms to outline ba=-
gic editorial aims and methods. Generally every collected
volume from the founding contained near the front a preface
which took the form of a prose statement, a poem or a reca-
pitulation of contents and which served to express conscious
editorial thought. The form, tone and style of prefaces |
might change slightly over the years, but their general pur-
pose remained stable - to state editorial intentions, to so-
licit and acknowledge readef response, to answer criticism

" and to boast of success.t®

Thirdly, a study using the Gentleman's as a source

reveals the pervasiveness of editorial comment throughout
the magazine., DFPrefaces provided an area for the expression
of general editorial opinion. The establishment of a Book
Review §ection as a regular feature in 1765 furnished ano-
ther area for editorial views, namely on the literature of
the day.l9 But opinion algo occurred in the form of edi-
torial comment interjected throughout the magazine by such
means as'footnotes.QO Some are short; some are rather
long.21 A few are even vague and unintelligible to the

researcher. For example, one can make little of this com-~-
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ments

¥.% P.Q's obliging hints are taken in good part.
Where parties are violent, hints of the same kind
come from opposite quarters. = Hinc Illae lachrymaa!22

The majority of such comments, however, do shed valuable
light on editorial practices for they supply information on
.the criteria for selecting and rejecting material. One
example will suffice to indicate the nature of this type of

comment:
To our Correspondents

¥,.% Among the multiplicity of our papers, the Let-
ter signed Theodocia, is misplaced, we therefore
hope that our Correspondent will transmit another
Copy to us. =~ A Friend to the Quakers came too late
for insertion. - If M.N. will oblige us with a
drawing of the Greek coin he mentions, we doubt not
but some of our Numistical correspondents will sa-
tisfy his doubts relative to it. = The Letter signed
N. is under consideration. - H - n's Verses will be
inéserted in our next, -~ We are tired of Shandy Jun-
ior's impertinence, and beg he would convey his
witless Essays to those who deal in ribaldry and
obscenity. = Our Canterbury friend needs not to
meke any apologies for the hints he gives us, as
they are always pertinent and sensible.

Thus, in succinct language, the editors inform readers of
their decisions, thereby leaving a record for the scholar
interested in the editorial policies and practices of the

magazine.

Furthermore, the magazine as a source provides in-
formation on public response to editorial policies, a re-

sponse that takes the specific form of reader comment usu-



~ally prefacing contributions and letters. The editors
exerted a certain amount of control on this type of infor-
mation, control which is evident in the fact that most of
the comment is very favourable to editorial policies. Cri-
ticiem, however, does appear within the magazine and glves
an indication not only of editorial impartiality but also
possible failings in the magazine's policies and methods,
Reader comment is, therefore, a valuable contemporary as=
sessment of editorial aims. The fact too that readers
bought and wrote to the magazine is further evidence of

their approval, in general, of the whole project.24

Finally, the magazine, by its very structure in the
arrangement, length and types of features, provides, as a
source, vital information on editorial preferences. While
the stated criteria for editing materials plus the inter-
change of opinion between editors and readers do themselves
establish some priorities important in an analysis of edi-
torisl thinking, an examination of the form and format of
the magazine itself reveals subtler means of expressing and

influencing such opinion. Every item in the Gentleman's

from the title to the index gives an indication of the ma-
gazine's nature and in many ways is a potential factor,
however small, in accounting for its success. The impos~

sibility of examining every facet of the periodical given
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space limitations is apparent, but the details are elements
that demand awareness in any study using the contents of

25

the magazine as source material.

In the elghteenth century, where the majority of
research by scholars of the magazine has focussed, the year
1754 is a most important date in the history of the Gentle-
man's for it marks a transition from Edward Cave's manage-
ment to that of David Henry and his associates. TFor John
Nichols, that year began "a new = ra in the publication of
the I*fla,tcgaz:i.ne“.26 W. Graham, a major researcher of eight-
eenth-century periodical literature in general, notes that
after that date writers changed their work from a medium
for “gently ironic comment on the morals and manners of the
time" into one "for instruction in the arts and sciences,
and for criticism of literature".2! He generally assesses
the situation thus:

Before 1800 the Mmagazine', or miscellaneous
monthly periodical, had found a public and become
a necessary part of the literature of the day.
Readers sent letters, stories, poems, or essays
to it; scholars. inquired through its columns, or
answered the queries of others. It supplemented
the privete library of the country squire or ci-
ty merchant by furnishing copious extracts from
most of the new books of importance, and the more
important articles from the weekly and daily
journals. It encouraged the young poet, and fur-
nished him with models of the poetry of the mas-

ters. Although the major part of its contents
were of a general and unliterary nature, this
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form of periodical had become by the end of the

eighteenth century an indispggsible vehicle of
literature in all its formse.

C. L. Carlson has conducted more specific research

on the Gentleman's Magazine for the period 1731-1754. He

calls it the "first magazine", and concludes that, by the

time of Cave's death in 1754, the Gentleman's had "“exerted

its greatest influence on the periodical press, and its edi-
torial policies had become settled“.zg As to reasons for
the magazine's survival Carlson concludes that

It was the flexibility of the scheme of the
magazine, its natural tendency to serve the de-
mands of both parties, that enabled it to sur—
vive where other periodicals failed. It was
this same adaptability to the tastes and de-
mands of the age that made for its later de-
velopment from a periodical with an emphasis
mainly political and historical %9 a monthly
that was scilentific and literary. 0

Continuing Carlson's work, J. M. Kuist examined the

Gentleman's for the period 1754-1800. He discovered some-

thing in the later period that contradicted Carlson's as-
sessment that

the early magazine did little to forward the cause
of literature, that the public did not expect ma-
gazines to be primarily literary, that there was
no definite systematic policy with regard to the
publication of essentially %}terary material in
the first of the magazines.

Kuist attributes the importance of the magazine in the lat-



_ ter half of the eighteenth century to editorial encourage-

ment of increased correspondence. He notes that

as the century progressed contributed articles
were allowed increasingly to dominate the first
half of each issue, and it was through such ar-
ticles that the discussion of literature achieved
a significant place in the Gentleman's Magazine,’2

15

Other studies of some note have focussed on specific

genres treated within the magazine. Those studies have ba-

gically agreed that the Gentleman's was of significance in

the eighteenth century. Though studying dramatic criticism

in the periodical, Keesey sums up their conclusions besgt
when he points out that

the position of the magazine in itself makes its
comments on the drama significant. TFor the Gen-
tleman's Magazine was the most influential maga-
zine of its time, and what it said about the
theatre was read by thousands every month. That
what 1t said was not always unusually penetrating
or strikingly different must be admitted; in fact,
it might even have been predicted. Still what-
ever the intrinsic merit of these reviews, there
can be little doubt, considering the central im-
portance of this periodical, that they furnish

a reasonably accurate index to late eighteenth-
century taste.o

But scholars have also examined more specifically
the effects that personalities, especially editors, have

had on the Gentleman's. Thelr studies are justified con-

sidering the high reputation of those principal people in

the eighteenth century who were associated with the maga-
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zine. TFor example, to Boswell, John Nichols was “the
worthy and indefatigable editor of that valuable miscel-
lany“.34 The same opinion is generally applicable to Cave,

Henry and their principal associates.

Critical opinion of the magazine, therefore, from
Nichols to date, though important, appears somewhat frag-
mented. Basically Graham emphaslizes the form of the maga-
zine, Carlson, the flexibility of its scheme, Kuist and .
others, the important effect of personality and increased
correspondence. None of the critics would deny the impor-
tance that all of those faétors had in the success of the
magazine, but their studies, while taking different view-
points with varying degrees of emphasis oh subjects, de-
tails and trends, generally avoid developing the signifi-
cance of the magazine as a basic whole. The following a-
nalysis, in examining and attempting to account for the suc~
cess of the magazine, considers the conception, application
and effect of the idea to be basic and central to a study of

the Gentleman's. That idea, involving the establishment of

a medium for communication between people, determined to a
large extent the form of the work, challenged its associated
personalities to execute the plan ably and ensured an exten-
sive circulation, longevity, and a high reputation - in short -

the success of the Gentleman's Magazine in the eighteenth

century.



CHAPTER II
THE IDEA

The "Advertisement", found on the reverse side of

the title~page for the March, 1731, issue of the Gentleman's

Magazine, contains the statement of the idea as originally

conceived and expressed in policy form.l

The following a-
nalysis of that prose piece shows the nature of the founder's
assumptions, concepts, methods and purposes., The whole is
the idea, the "plan®, which guided the magazine's editors and

sssociates throughout the century.

The first paragraph begins with an assumpbtion:

It has been unexceptionably advanced that a
good Abridgment of the Law is more intelligible
than the Statutes at large; so a nice Model is as
entertaining as the Original, and a true Specimen
as satisfactory as the whole Parcel., . .

2

The author® basically assumes that his project has the pos-
sibility of being not only entertaining and satisfactory
but also intelligible. The words, "Model" and "Specimen"
serve 1o emphasize and establish more specifically the na-

ture of "Abridegment'. By emphasis on all three the author

implies that a synthesis from his wviewpoint may equal the

original in every respect ekcept detail.

17
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A statement of the idea followsg in which the author

presents the outline of his "Undertakingh

which in the first place is to give Monthly a View

of gll the Pieces of Wit, Humour, or Intelligence,

dally offer'd to the Publick in the News-Papers,

(which of late are so multiply'd, as to render it

impossible, unless a man makes it a business, to

consult. them all) and in the mext place we shall

join therewith some other matters of Use or Amuse-

ment that will be communicated to us.
That asgertion reveals that two basic actions form the plan
or method, in effect, the policy. The first action is "o
give Monthly a View"; the second is to recelve contributions
for insertion in their work. In order to achieve comprehen-
giveness rather than compléteness, the author makes his pro-
ject a process involving the synthesis of materials. The
word, "View", establishes essentially the result of that

pProcess.

The significance of that opening paragraph is two-
fold. XPirstly, it introduces the nature of the enterprise
beginning with the assumption, proceeding through a state-
ment of the idea, and ernding with purpose. Thus, and this
is the second point of significance, in its loglical and con-
cise manner the opening paragraph attempts to persuade the
reader to accept the intelligibility and reasonableness of

the whole project.
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The author then proceeds to develop the argument of
hies idea more gpecifically. He does so0 in the second para-
graph which is an explication of the periodical sources he
uses and which emphasizes one major point about them:

- WN¥ewspapersYt in prolific numbers are a significant but a
scattered means of communication.3 Pirstly, the author
notes that

a considerable Part of which constantly exhibit
Esssys on various Subjects for Entertainment. . . .

Secondly,

all the rest, occasionally oblige their Readers

with agreeable Pieces of Poetry, valuable Re-

ceipts in Physick, Dissertations on Trade, Re-

volutions in Kingdoms, Secrets in Art or Nature,

Criticisms in Literature, Essays on Government,

and Proposals of Public Concern. . . «
Once again the author emphasizes his aims and purposes in
his use of the words, "various", "Entertainment", "agree-
able" and "valuable', words which are synonymous with the
terms, "Usge" and "Amusement® found in the first paragraph.
The writers of the papers are "Persons of Capacity", a fact
which further substantiates thelr importance from an author-
ial viewpoint. Moreover, that “they are become the Chief
Chamnnels of Amusement and Intelligence" indicates their real
significance for the author. His perception of that point,
especially with the emphasis on "chief", implies a desire

on his part to make the undertaking a similar enterprise

, for a similar purpose.
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The truth of that last observation is apparent in
the pivotal word, "But", which at this point in the second
paragraph introduces the author's view of the need for such
& project given the situation among newspapers. He expres-
ses his assegsment of the situation thus:

But then being only loose Papers, uncertainly scat-

tertd about, it often happens, that many things de~

serving Attention, contain'd in them, are only seen

by Accident, and others not sufficiently publish'd

or preserved for universal Benefit and Information. ‘
The sentence begins logically with the statement that the
papers are "loose" and "scatter'd". The author makes two
additional points. TFirstly, readers see the rapers only by
chance. Furthermore, circumstance fails to find them "suf-
ficiently published or preserved". By choosing the term,
"gufficiently", to express his thought, the author acknow-
ledges his recognition of a peed for a new and central force
in the publishing world. That he considers the project wor-
thy is evident in his use of the phrase, "deserving Atten-
tion"®. Tinally, the author in his conclusion to this second
paragraph once again essays to emphasize and to unify his

two-fold purpose in the expression, "universal Benefit and

Information,

The significance of that second paragraph to the
development of the author's thought is that it logically

demonstrates authorial recognition of a particular public
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need which he hopes to fulfil by making his project more
central and efficient than any other, a Singlé chief chan-
nel capable 6f reaching a wider readership. The author
concludes his analysis of the need by providing highly
noble but general purposes to ensure that his enterprise re-
ceives serioﬁs attention and to justify his undertaking as a

public service for the common good.

The third paragraph of the "Advertisement" presents
the author's method for satisfying the need thus:

This Consideration has induced several Gentle-
men to promote a Monthly Collection, to treasure up,
as in a Magazine, the most remarkable Pieces on the
Subjects abovemention'd, or at least impartial A-
bridgments thereof, as a Method much better calcula-
ted to preserve those Things that are curious, than
that of transcribing.

In that statement, the author expresses metaphorically the
nature of the means of communication, His project, using
the image of a magazine,5 is to be a "Monthly Collection"

in which "to treasure up" a variety of important materials.

The author, however, presents a number of qualifi-
cations regarding the treatment of those materials. PFirstly,
in the phrase, "the most remarkable Pleces on the Subjects
abovemention'd", the use of the word, "most", implies selec-
tion, a method necessitated by the great variety of available

materials and by the magazine's space limitations which make
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it impossible to accommodate all “the Subjects abovemen-
tion'd". Furthermore, selection connotes the presence of
criteria because the process of choosing renders compari—.
sons unavoidable. Anticipating the potential for criticism
on that point and realizing the impossibility of being coﬁa
plete, the author quickly clarifies his intention by adding
the phrase, Yor at least impartial Abridgments thereof“.
Despite an apparent contradiction in terms,6 the statemenﬁ
is particular enough to show the author striving for a cer-
tain objectivity, difficult though that might be. The goal
is a high one, demanding effort for success. His optimism
may be nalvete, idle boasting or even deceipt, but the au-
thor reveals his awareness of the rational necessity of ex-
pressing his aims clearly by specifically rejecting trans-
cription as a useful method. He, thereby, dismisses a pas-
sive, mirror-image function and adopts the role of creator.
Though the latter position is in his case a conservative
one, attempting as it does "to preserve" what is "curious",
the author's plan is flexible enough to allow him to deve-

lop the magazine in any manner he chose,

The short fourth paragraph of the “YAdvertisement"
appears to be with the fifth an acknowledgment of public
regponse to the project as of March, 1731, and it indicates

that by the time the author was writing, the magazine was
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already a success. He states that

In pursuance whereof, and the Encouragement

already given, this Work will be continued,

shall appear earlier, and contaln more than

former Monthly Books of the same Price.
Therefore, in recognition of the immediate success of the
.magazine, the aﬁthor makes three promises., The first pro-
mise, though rather obvious, signifies the author's quick
response to acknowledge and to express gratitude for public
support. Success, rather than lulling the author into a
state of indolenoe, sfimulates him to further the position
of importance he has already attained. The second and third
promises are additional indications of authorial diligence,
but they also show an awareness of possible, real competi-
tion. As well they express a willingness to be first and
best. The author sees those {two ambitions as being desir-

able goals, challenges furthermore that he thinks he can

meet successively.

Two conditions, however, qualify the comparison.
One must compare the magazine with its peers, similar
monthlies similarly priced. Determining success is, there-
fore, from an authorial viewpoint, a question of being first
among equals. His qualification implies on his part a de-
sire to prevent the possibility of meeting unfair competi-

tion with periodicals having different deadlines and cri-
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teria. Purthermore, the point shows that the author is a-
ware of the differences that existed in the publishing in-
dustry of his time and that he wants his audience also 10

note the fact if they become inclined to make comparisons.

In fhe fifth paragraph, the author attempts to ce-
ment further the relationship between himself and his au~
dience by establishing some baslc rules of procedure, He
modestly recognizes the possibility of error but promises
to prevent such inaccuracies, a fabt evident in his asgser-
tion that

e o« 811 possible Care will be taken to avoid the
Mistakes incident to undertakings of this kind. . . .

The procesé, moreover, calls for co-operation, a relation-
ship based on mutual effort. So, in polite terms,
the Author will think himself oblig'd to such Per-
sons who shall give him a true state of any Trans-
action erroneously publish'd in the Papers, or
shall please to communicate any Pieces of Wit or
Entertainment proper to be inserted. . . &
To make sure the public understands his sincere wish for
their support, the author gives specific directions to
where readers may send their corrections and contributions.
But he once again significantly qualifies his overture for
help by stating that he would only insert what he consi=

dered to be “proper", The implication is not only that a

correspondent should exercise his or her own judgment in
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subnitting material for possible inclusion in the magazine
but also that the author retained the ultimate word in mak-

ing, and bearing the responsibility for, decisioms.

The above analysis establishes that the "Adver-
tisement! is important as a very logical and perceptive
statement by the author of the formation and application of
policy that not only reveals his astute assessment of the
situation but also presents his clear but ambitious policy
to meet the need. Furthermore, the analysis shows that
successg was the most important reason behind the conception
of the idea, a success, however, that depended on co-opera-
tion between a responsible management and the magazine's
public. The following discussion examines background in-

formation on the nature of this success.

Conception of the idea for a magazine was a matter
of much forethought and consideration represeﬁting not an
instantaneous but a gradual process. Samuel Johnson re-
cords that

Mr. Cave, when he formed the project, was far
from expecting the success which he found; and
others had so little prospect of its conse-
quence, that though he had for several years
talked of his plan, among printers and book-
sellers, none of them thought it worth the
trial.’

That comment raises the issue of originality. In respect
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to the theoretical implications of that troublesome question,
W. Roberts defines the position well in the following manner:

Whether a man starts a new paper, promotes a fresh
enterprise, or propounds a new theory in science,
some one or more feature of the results of his
planning are due to incidents or circumstances of
which he may have no cognigzance, and to which he
cannot lay the c¢laim of originality. But the
scheme, whatever it may be, is, in its engirety,
and to all intents and purposes original.

¢. L. Carlson, applying himself to the issue, notes speci-

fically of the Gentleman's Magazine that

Such originality as there is, is inherent in the
editorial policy or, more accurately, in the
methods of applying standards which were borrowed
from earlier publications of a nature similar to
the magazines,”?

For him the Gentleman's

represented the culmination of a tradition, rather
than the inception of one. Diverse publications
contributed to shaping its method, notably the
historical miscellany, while the order in which
the material was presented was the result of sug-
gestions drawn from the weekly journals.lO

E. Hart takes a dissenting view to Carlson both on
the question of originality and on the culmination theory.
Although studying a later period, he concludes that

Nichols' Gentleman's Magazine was not a maga-
zine in the original sense of the term. It was
not just a collection (or storehouse) of materials
gathered from other sources, nor had it been from
the beginning. The Gentleman's Magazine was nod

really much different from the modern magazine,

The magazine actually continued an old and began a new



tradition. As to culmination theories they in some ways
deny the role of personality in assuming that outward cir-
cumstance plays a greater part than authorial treatment of
materials. The argument here ig that the magazine required
personalities to conceive and to execute the idea. Prede-
cessors and ﬂews of the day provided examples and source

12

materials respectively which management could follow and

use for their purpose. Nothing quite like the Gentleman's

existed at the time and those persons responsible for the
magazine took advantage of the fact to create a successful

Work.

Who were the managers and what were their respon-
sibilities?l3 An analysis shows that management was in a
few hands, a fact which discouraged but did not eliminate
the possibility of overlapping responsibility. Certain
persons associated with the magazine could perform dif-
ferent functions of production. For example, John Nichols
could own, print, edit, publish and write for the magazine
simultaneously. The following discussion examines the dis-
tinctions between the proprietor, publisher, editor, printer
and staff of the periodical, and the analysis reveals that,
in the geventies at least, several persons held those re~
sponsibilities at one and the same time. Though thelr du-

ties overlapped they themselves were aware of differences.
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The proprietor was the oWner of the magazine, the
person in whose hands the vested interest of the property
léy. Originélly, the magazine's ownership remained in
Cave's hands,l4 and at his death in 1754 the inheritance
stayed within the family, David Henry and Richard Cave as-
suming the oﬁnership. Henry, who kept his share until his
death in 1792, appears to have been the major partner for
his name alone is first in the colophons. Richard Cave's
share at the time of his death in 1766 passed to his
daughter who, in August, 1778, sold her shares to John
Nichols who in addition received Henry's majcrity portion
in 1792. The only other known owner at the time is Francis,
nephew to John, Newbery, who in 1755 bought a one-twelfth
ghare of the magazine. A+t his death in 1780, his wife,
Blizabeth, inherited his portion which she kept till around
1800915 Pignificantly, that particular pattern of owner~
ship, showing the majority of shares to be in the hands of
family or close friends, served to avold major conflicts of
interest by establishing a small but solid power dloc.
Furthermore, as the proprietors also performed functions
within the production of the magazine such as editing and
printing, management was, therefore, centralized, self-
contained and unified making decision-making flexible and
efficient, for that process did not experience delay in

. . . : 16
communicating ideas from one corporate group to another.
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The printer printed the magazine for the owners .-
David Henry was the printer of the magazine until his re-
tirement from the profession on the death of R. Cave in
1766, at which time Henry hiredagents to do the work of
printing the magazine. From thence, Henry's role in rela-
tionship to printing was one of supervision. His agents
are unknown until 1769 when a J. Lister appears on the colo-
phons as the printer. In December, 1771, David Bond became
the agent authorized by Eenry to print the magazine. He
continued to be the sole printer until June, 1778, at which
time management made a significant move, for Miss Cave de~-
cided to sell her shares to John Nichols and with the trans-
fer of ownership went her responsibility to fold, stitch
and bind the magazine. In addition, Henry agreed to let
Nichols print part of the magazine, and Henry, as a major
shareholder, pressured Bond to share printing responsibili-
ties with Nichols. The magazine for October, 1778, repre-~
sents the first issue of joint printership. Gradually, but
decigively, Henry eased Bond out until, by December, 1780,
the latter was no longer printing the magazine, a loss which

occasioned much bitterness on his part. John Nichols had be-

come the full=time printer of the Gentleman's.

That significant management move demonstrates that

the printing of the magazine was so lucrative as to occasion
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power struggles, no matter how subtle, the results of which
ultimately depended on the interests and strength of the top
levels of maﬁagement. Furthermore, it appears that John Ni-
chols was more useful to Henry and the magazine, for Nichols
pogsessed great ability and wide experience as a printer.
dJoint printefship was a temporary and inefficient move, but
it allowed Nichols time to secure his position until Henry
could make his final dec::i.sion.l9 Significantly, Henry re-~
tained control, and his power to choose printing personnel
assured the continuity of magazine production with the leas?t
disruption. That the changeover was smooth demonstrates how
necessary to the periodical's success it was that owners

control printing directly.

Some confusion exists as to the function and iden-

tity of the publisher of the Gentleman's.20 Nichols refers

to Henry as a publisher when he states that
Not long after he retired from publishing, Henry
moved to a_large farm which he owned at Becken-
ham, Kent.
But booksellers were also known as publishers and Francis
Newbery was the bookseller/publisher of the magazine in the
seventies.22 Most likely, as in the case of the printer,

Henry was the general publisher who hired others as his

agents.
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The same difficulty of identification exists in a
discussion of editors.2? Henry was the editor of importance
from 1766 to 1778. Though he had retired from printing and
publishing in 1766, he was still an active editor as the

following example, replying privately to a correspondent in

1775, showss

I thank you very kindly for the favour of the en-
tire Copy of the Story of the Prince of Condé. As
it stands it would take up many months in the por-
tions we can allot for it in these busy times. I
have therefore taken the Liberty to abridge it, to
which I hope you will have no Objection.<%

After 1778 and into the 1780's, John Nichols came to hold
that most important position as an associate of Henry, but
the final and official transfer came only in 1791 as the
following excerpt from one of Henry's letters to Nichols
shortly before the former's death in 1792 indicates:

DT Sir

Finding myself unfit for the Business of the

Magazine and sensible how much I trespass on your

Time and Patience in supplying my Defects, I beg

leave to commit the whole and entire managem? of

it with the Salary anexd into your Hands in sure

and certain hope of seeing it flourish in grea-

ter Perfection from the Improvemt it will receive
from an abler Compiler.

In the work of magazine production, management had
the assistance of capable associates and staff26 of whom
John Hawkesworth was an important example in the sixties

and early seventies. So important was he, that even con-
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temporaries considered him as a co-editor, but he denied it,
and in the following comment he also provides an insight in-
to editorial activitiess

though Mr. Duncombe assured you that the Magazine

was solely under my direction, I must beg leave

to assure you that it 1s not, nor ever was, there

being in almost every number some Things that I

never see, and some things that I do not approve

Hawkesworth at times had the assistance of his own brother-
in-law, John Ryland, but John Duncombe, a regular oorTGSpbnm
dent, undertook the review section shortly before Hawkes-
worth's death in 1773 and performed the responsibility un-
til his own death in 1786 when Richard Gough, another trus-

ted correspondent, took over the position of reviewer.28

Significantly, the assistants all received training

and gained experience through the Gentleman's itself before

they assumed major responsibilities with the magazine. Fur-
thermore, they were close friends of, or correspondents with,
the important members of management. The associates of the
magazine were, therefore, able to pro#e their worth and to
acclimatize themselves to the editorial policies and prac-

tices of the Gentleman's, thereby asgsuring the stable and

successful continuance of the same when the time came for

them to perform their functions officially.

Evidence, therefore, shows that a recognizable



hierarchy existed and that those persons involved in that
chain of command well understood its importance and use,
" The experience of Henry and Nichols as printers snd editors
greatly facilitated decision-msking for they were also own-
ers, and, furthermore, their experience and abilities im-
proved supervision and removed many possibilities for in-
efficiency and delay. In addition, the existence of an able
staff, chosen by management and long associated with the ma-
gazine, led to the stability and the continuity of the peri-
odical's ideas and traditions but tended towards conserva-
tlsm in order not to endanger the magazine's success, The
major personalities, therefore, who were agsociated with the
magazine as elther management or staff, formed a soliidly and
personally knit group of family, close friends and associates
whose affability, cohesiveness and general likemindedness

were major factors in the magazine's succesg,

Management, however, was involved in resolving pro-
cedural problems which challenged itsvpotential for effi-
ciency and unity. The following outline, a theoretical mo-
del considered on a general but purely logical basis, pur-
poges to demonstrate the whole process of magazine produc-
tion in its attempt to implement the idea. With accumulated
capital a printer buys or leases an establishment where he

gathers together presses, stock and raw materials which
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place him in a position to print the magazine. His pur-
chases make him a proprietor while others may participate

in ownership by holding shares. He hires assistants, qua-
lified personnel including apprentices whom he will train,
~to print the magazine. He, himself, in the role of an edi-
tor selects materials which he synthesizes and arranges for
inclusion in the periodical. Here too he may hire asso-
ciates to help him. The resulting copy goes to the print-
er, in this case, himself,’or his agent, who prints the ma-
gazine. The possibility exists of proof-reading in the form
of corrections, revisions and further additions. After fold-
ing and stitching, the printed copy is now ready for distri-

bution.22

The finished product, the single issue, goes to the
bookseller (more than one may share responsibility) who dis-
tributes and sells the magazine either to the consumer per-
gonally or to intermediaries, agents and enterpreneurs who
will perform that function for him. The market may consist
of urban, rural or foreign persons from a wide variety of
backgrounds. In the act of reading the magazine they might
wish to make contributions in the form of written work or to
criticize and to make suggestions on the project itself,
They duly submit the same to the proper address or authority

and depending on editorial criteria their contributions be-
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come part of a future issue. The process continues thus un-

il circumstances dictate otherwise.

Where did the capital originate? Johnson, referring
to Cave's employment with other periodicals and to his ex-
perience in-the London Post Office, records the fact that

By this constancy of diligence and diversifi-
cation of employment, he in time collected a sum

sufficient for the purchase of a small printing-
house, and began the Gentleman's Magazine. . . .30

By 1754, the magazine itself was a very valuable piece of
property and over the remainder of the century continued so,
a fact which from a management viewpoint made it worth pre-

serviné.Sl

The printing establishment founded by Cave and suc-—
cessfully maintained by him and his successors was original-
ly situated at St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell, which was not
only central to the heart of London but also to the printing
32

industry. In addition, the prime core of establishments

related to the publishing of the Gentleman's Magazine in the

gseventies were close and available to each other.33 For

example, the author of Friendship notes that

It is a common thing for Printers to supply oc-
casional wants as are too trifling to trouble the
Pounder for, by borrowing one of another. . 34

. L]

Only that proximity could facilitate such borrowing. Fi-
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nally, the density of London's population provided a ready
supply of skilled and unskilled labour from the messenger

boy and carter to the qualified printer and editor,>>

Management was very proud of another labour source,
their correspondents, and repeatedly acknowledged gratitude
for their contributions,36 but efficiency was a problem de~-
pending sometimes on circumstance. TFor example, a mishap
resulted in this notice:
¥u.% The Letters received at Liondon for this Maga-
zine, from the 22d to the 27th Instant, have been
accidentally lost: The Writers are, therefore, re-
quested to supply their Contents, which shall have
Preference in our next.’7

Moreover, as the following example shows, the bulk of ma-

terials recelved led to a general office inefficiency:
*x%* Among the multiplicity of our papers, the Let-
ter signed Theodocia, is misplaced, we therefore
hope ‘that our Correspondent will transmit another
Copy to us. 8

Management, however, had organized means to ensure that they

received copy fairly regularly. The author of Friendship

detalls one method thus:

It is necessary here $o mention the mode in
which Mr. Bond was furnished with copy. That for
the Review of Books, which belonged to his part,
came to his hands, by post, from a Gentleman in
the Country; and, in general, he was so well sup-
plied as to have a surplus in hand at the end of
the month. His portion of miscellaneous copy was
transmitted to him by Mr. Nichols, whose direc-
tions Mr. Henry had instructed him to observe,d
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Furthermore, many notices in the magazine instructed cor-
respondents where to send or pick up materials. For exam-
ple, this notice commnents that
It would be an additional favour to the Editor,
if D.H. would spare the original for the engra-—
ver to copy. By leaving the original with the
publisher, the utmost care shall be taken to re-
turn it unsullied.40
Finally, a correspondent could view proofs of his work and
correct copy even while material was in press, For example,
this remark declares that
The other errors mentioned by this gentleman were
noticed and corrected, a few coples EEly having
passed the press without correction.

Clearly, management attempted to accommodate the reception

of copy as efficiently as possible.

Apart from an efficient organization, in order to
succeed the magazine had to have a substantial economic base
over and above its original capital investment, a base which
represented the profit and loss aspect of magazine publish-
ing, an imaginary line that registered success or failure.
Too much loss meant a re-examination of policy, a sharpen-
ing up of practices and procedures or bankruptey. Signifi-
cantly, from management's viewpoint, no such thing existed

as too much profit.

The printing costs alone were substantial. Bond had
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not only to pay his predecessor, J. Lister, nearly B 520 to
be in a position to print the magazine but also to replace
stock at his expense, for

the type and other printing accessories which he

bought, at Henry's request, from Lister were so

worn that within a short time he was obliged to

make new purchases.42
In Bond's case, too, printing the magazine meant & commit-
ment on his part that prevented him from doing other work,

and that fact could be an expense in the form of a loss,

Tor example, Priendship notes that-

the damage I have this month sustained by declin-
ing other work, upon the supposition of the Maga-
zine's continuing with me, makes me the more per-
emptory in this claim.?

Salaries involved another cost factor. Evidence
existe to show that even the top levels of management re-
ceived salaries in addition to a share of the profits.
Staff and other labour also received income either on a re-
gular basis or for work done, and if magazine employment was
noet lucrative in the early ysears, the . situation had changed
by the seventles. For example, D. D. Eddy comments that

In addition to Hawkesworth's need for money

until he could sell the publication rights of
the voyages, politics and parliamentary debates
provided a possible additional reason for his

continued association with the Gentleman's Maga-
zine early in 1773.44

Most, if not all, of the income needed to meet those
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costs came from circulation sales. The price per issue was
6d, a good value for what was offered, and estimates of the
numbers sold range from 2,000 to 15,000 copies per month
over & period of time.42 The magazine did not, however, re-
ceive any substantial income from the sale of advertising
gpace, and, in fact, advertising in other papers meant an
expense,46 Furthermore, even minor incidental costs made
management wary of spending money needlessly. The follow=-
ing notice indicates that point:

N.B. Correspondents should pay the postage of +their

letters, as their own benefit, not mine, is pro-

posed by their enquiries.
Finally, an eye on income often made management hesitant a-
bout including some work, a concern which affected the na-~
ture of the magazine's contents. Economic interest appears

in this comment:

B. B - ss's Poetry is not destitute of Merit, but
will answer no pecuniary purpose.

One of management's primary objectives was, therefore, the
acquisition of money, which, however, was necessary to im-
plement the idea and to overcome procedural problems, but,
which, as the above discussion of the economics of magazine
production has tried to demonstrate, management viewed as an

indicator of success.

Another economic factor, the existence of stamp-
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duties, greatly affected the success of the Gentleman's,49

Those duties are of significance only because management
never paid them. The “Autobiography" records that
it was deemed to be the law, that no periodical
containing news could be published at a shorter
interval than a month w%ghout becoming subject
to the newspaper-stamp.

As the Gentleman's appeared monthly, it escaped the tax.

Publishers of other periodicals, envious of Cave's economic
advantage, registered complaints, but Johnson, referring to
the part of the magazine that contained news, notes that
when. the stamp=officers demanded to stamp the last
half-sheet of the magazines, Mr. Cave alone defeated
their claim, to which the proprietors of the rival
Magazines would meanly have submitted.”’l
Significantly, Cave, by exercising his own initiative and
leadership, successfully resigted the government, and the

gstamp-duties were never afterwards a major issue for the

megazine's owners.

Laws of another kind were. Copyright was such a
law involving originally the editoria; method of abridging
for publication another person's work.52 The editors were
astutely aware of the situation and, referring to charges and
practices of their competitors, strongly expressed their o-
pinion and knowledge of copyright in this comment:
Several of them have now dignified their works with

an appearance of the highest patronage, and have
written over them in the most magnificent capitals,
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"By the King's Royal Licence and Protection.® It
might have been thought, by those who have only a
speculative knowledge of mankind, that there were
few persons in this kingdom so little acquainted
with the privileges of British liberty, as not to
know, that no particular licence or protection is
necessary for the publication of any work, not
contrary to the laws, and that no particular 1i-
cence or protection can authorise the publication
of any thing by which the laws are violateds; that
the press is yet unlicensed; and that the proper-
ty of every original work is vested in the pro-
prietor exclusively for fourteen years, by a sta-
tute of the realm. Yet 1t has been found, that
the number of those who imagine a license neces-
sary, tho' the press is free, and that the law of
The land is not a sufficient protection, is not
small; many, at least, are deceived into an opin-
ion, that the king's royal licence and protection
are testimonies of the superior merit of the work
for which they are obtained. It is therefore ne-
cessary to declare, expressly and publickly, that
the pompous addresses. . .are no other than words
of course, that may be purchased for a trifling
sum paid in fees to clerks and office-keepers, in
favour of any work, by any person who can pay the
price. « o .

The anomaly of the law itself, therefore, allowed the edi-
tors of the magazine free access to0 a vast amount of ma-

terials.

Another aspect of law which Qas related to the copy-
right situation and which generally affected the success of
the magazine was the issue of parliamentary privilege. The
tputobiographyt makes clear that the question was specifi-
cally one of copyright. Referring to the early newspapers,
the author asserts that

They did not pretend to give any systematic reports
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of parliament. That branch of information was mono-
polized by the Votes and Proceedings of the House of

Commons, which were not merely printed for the use
of the members, but largely sold to the public, un-
der the control of the Speaker; but they were not
permitted to be copled by unauth%rised printers, ei-~
ther in newspapers or otherwise. 4

Yet some papers including the Gentleman's exceeded, from a

governnent . viewpoint, their rights, and, on April 13, 1738,

the House of Commons unsnimously passed the following re-
solutions

That 1t is an high indignity to, and a no-
torious breach of the Privilege of, this House,
for any News-writer in Letters, or other Papers,
(as Minutes, or under any other denomination,)
or for any printer or publisher of any printed
Newspaper of any denomination, +to presume to in-
sert in the said Letters or Papers, or to give
therein any Account of the Debates, or other Pro-
ceedings of this House, or any Committee thereof,
ag well during the recess, as the sitting of Par-
liament, and that this House will proceed with the
utmost severity against such Offenders.

Cave tried successfully to circumvent the ruling and only

later in 1747 suffered slightly for his risk-taking.>®

By the seventies the situation of a free press, how-

ever, had changed somewhat. Studying the altered political

climate, S. Iutnick found that the

freedom of the press was not absolute in England
during the era of the American Revolution, but

the press said what it wanted to say; if freedom
of expression was not legally guaranteed, it was
not overtly taken away; and while an occasional
jail sentence was considered a common occupational
hazard for a newspaper editor, legal prosecutions
from either Parliament or the Attorney General's



office never drove an important newspaper or maga-—
zine off the streets during this period.”

Prosecutions by that time also had centred around the is-
sue of personal, as opposed to political, libel; the lat-
ter, a legal question related to copyright and parlig-
mentary privilege but more a concern of the courts of
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law than of Parliament. Therefore, poorly defined laws
allowed the founders not only to establish the magazine
but to maintain it with an economic advantage that also
left them free to report generally what they chose with-—

in certain limits.

Such freedom combined with generally high cir-
culation might have inclined management to lapse into
a state of carelessness, indolence or overconfidence.
But management was aware of the problem of inertia and
repeatedly assured readers of its attempts to overcome
it as the following comments testifye.

As we doubt not but the Favour of the
Publick will be preserved by the same Con-
duct which obtained it, we shall endeavour
o show, that Applause has rather increased
than relaxed our Application, and that Vic-
tory has not lulled us_in Security, but ex-
cited us to Vigilance.?9

. « oinstead of relaxing in our speed, the
encouragement which we receive and gratefully
acknowledge, and the rivalry which our suc-
cess has excited, shall only quicken our en-
deavours to degerve the one, and to counter-
act the other.

43
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Those two comments indicate that two external factors, com-

petition and correspondents, existed to work against manage-

ment inertia .ot

A lack of competition was an important factor at the
founding. A preface of the magazine remarks:

When the Gentleman's Magazine was first established,
it was the only compendium of the politics, history,
and entertainment that appeared in the current month,
and this was a sufficient foundation of success.

The “Autobiography", quoting a contemporary account, says
that

The booksellers, as in more recent questions, were
divided in their councils; some of them allowing
personal and individual interests to break up their
combined tactics of self defence; and we are told
that Yinstead of uniting their strenuous endeavours
in a falr and generous opposition to this piracti-
cal Pamphlet, many, for the sake of an inconsider-
able gain, sold it themselves®,

The London Magazine, founded in 1732, was the first major

rival of the Gentleman's; the Monthly Review, founded in

1749 by Ralph Griffiths, was another later one of impor-
tance.®4 Competition did have the effect of sharpening up
editorial practices in terms of the accuracy and complete-
ness of the magazine's coverage. For example, at the ap-

pearance of Griffiths's Monthly Review, the Gentleman's

began to include more of its own criticism of books, an
action that led to the formation of the Book Review section

in 1765 as a regular feature,65
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The early attitude of the Gentleman's towards its

rivals was hostile. Management used every opportunity to
reply to oriticiem®® but at the same time the author ac-

knowledged that competition was a significant sign of the
magazine's success. A preface, referring to the practices

of competitors, offers this challenges:

Let those who have long pilfered from our store
with impunity, pilfer with impunity =till; only
let their fzult be remembered as a test of our
merit, since it undubitably proves, that they
can find nothing as well suited to gain the fa-
vor of the public to them, as what gained the
favour of the public to us, before they had a
being .67

Gradually the magazine developed a maturer attitude and ei~
ther invited readers to make their own comparisons or play-—-
fully alluded to the fate of potential rivals. An example
of the latter view appears in the following passage:

We have indeed, still imitators, but with them we

have desisted to contend, and long left them %o

be broken by their own efforts against us, like a

wave that dashes against the foot of a rock., ILike

a wave, indeed, they swell, foam and bellow, but

the eye can scarce be fixed upon them before they

disappear, and another and another, equally sound-

ing, unsubstantial, and evanescent, %rises and va-
nishes in the same noisy succession. 8

By the seventies and afterwards the magazine rarely
mentioned rivals. So secure was management of its position
iﬁ fact that it patronized papers that were just beginning.69
Therefore, though the magazine did not initially have much

competition, later rivals did help to keep management alert
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and careful. However, as the nature of magazine cémpetition
changed, the threat lessened and the attitudes of the editors

adjusted accordingly.

The magazine since its founding in 1731 had been able
to survive the threats of time and competition. Manage-
ment had successfully overcome procedural difficulties and
in the seventies the following comment records once more that
the idea, which remained basically unchanged, accounted for
the magazine's success:

By pursuing invariably the original Plan of

blending useful Knowledge with innocent Enter-

tainment, the Editors have been enasbled, by the

Priends of Virtue, to stand the foremost among

a Crowd of Competitors, and to maintain the Cre-

dit of their Work without flattering the Corrup-

tion of the Times, or administering to the Vices. 0
The following chapter attempts to analyze the nature of the
magazine's form and format as well as to examine the cri-
teria the editors used to fill that structure in order to

show how management particularized the idea more concretely
[

into a physical whole.



CHAPTER IIT
THE MAGAZINE

In the “Advertisement®, March, 1731, the word,
"magazine", appeared metaphorically to describe the nature
of the founder's project.1 Torm was of great significance
to the author for it gave shape and meaning to his under-
taking. As the magazine had been constantly an uninter-
rupted publishing venture ever since its founding, each is-
sue was the small part of a much larger whole, representing
a continuation rather than a completion of the form. The
following ohaptér discusses that magazine genre which be-

came the adopted means of editorial communication.

The magazine originally contained two basic parts.
The first had two sections: the "Weekly", then the “"Poeti-

cal Essays®. The second section, titled Trader's Monthly

Intellizencer, contained information on many tonics, gener-

ally "news® of a miscellaneous nature. Both sections ba-
lanced the motto, "Prodesse et delectare", Of the whole,

the editors came to claim that it contained “More in Quan-

tity and greater Variety than any Book of the Kind and I’rice".2
Gradually over a period of time, however, the "Weekly Es-

says" gave way to the coverage of parliamentary debates and

47
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to the inclusion of increased correspondence, while the
poetry section yielded space to a growing feature, book
reviews., The sections within the magazine, therefore, were

-

not static.,5

But, structured as a genre conceived by the founder,
the magazine existed within certain space limitations, ne-
cessitated generally by economic considerations. While
each issue up until 1783 contained about forty-eight to
sixty pages, the editors continually felt hampered by a
lack of space, a need they tried to meet in several dif-
ferent ways. They could: add a supplement, which they did
in 1733;4 or propose a separate work to accept rejected ma-
terials, a measure attempted in the 1740‘8;5 or even expand
the length of the magazine itself, as management finally did
in 1783.6 Those solutions were fairly drastic for the Gen-
tleman's even though the owners required the readers to bear
the extras cost. More convenient at times was the method of
serialization whereby the editors couid continue a work in
installments if desirable, a method which overcame space li-~
mitations fairly well and which even increased sales value
by attracting, maintaining and prolonging reader interest.7
Bﬁt the method was not generally applicable to every arti-
cle nor could it accommodate all the material that the edi-

tors wished to include. Therefore, by definition, by the
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limitations of economics and production techniques, the ma-
gazine had a rather prescribed form which, however, offered
the editors a challenge that they met quickly and often suc-
cessfully without seriously changing thelr original policyy

features or substance.

The general solution waLs to edit. By means of se-
lection, synthesization and arrangement of materials, the
editors were able not only to accommodate materials to the
magazine form but also to develop oriteria that would help
unify the work by providing direction as well as consisgtent
and logical themes for the magazine.B On the question of

editing in the early period of the Gentleman's, C. T, Carl-

gson comments that

The desire for completeness and a continuity
of interest could easily have thwarted the edi-
tor of a serial which set the recording of a pe-
riod as 1its goal. TFortunately, Cave realized
that 1t was more important to include representa-
tive materials than to include all the material.
Careful selection is %vident in the Gentleman's
from the first issue.

Throughout the period the editors expressed that policy of
selection in various ways. In 1747 they caution that
« « othe articles in our Magazine should not be
such as may be gather'd from every stall, but
new, or curious, relative tolahe design, and tend-
ing +to general informatiomn,
In 1780 this metaphorical comment records the fact that

. » «we are often at a loss what to adopt and
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what to reject, and, in general, instead of ex-
tracting hoeney, as at first, from the fugitive
flowers and blossoms of the month, or poison (as
is the manner of some) from the baneful hemlock
of the day, have little more merit than the in-
dustrious husbandman or gardener, who sows good
gseed in his ground, and clears it from weeds and
vermin. il

Clearly, editing posed some problems.

One method, chosen by the editors to overcome the
difficulty and referred to in the "Advertisement", March,
1731, was abridgmentalz Nanagement'was quite emphatic on
what that word meant, for they remark:

Argument is the Chief Object of an Abridger.l?
That meaning had a number of consequences on the inclusion
of materials into the magazine. Firstly, the editors would
reject materials that did not present an argument. For ex-
ample, they note in this comment that

Qur Correspondent, we hope, will excuse the omis~-

gion of the introductory part of the above letter,

as it did not materially affect the argument. The

example adduced by waX of 1illustration did not ap-

pear to us in poi:atwL
Secondly, the editors selected those parts of articles
that argued well. Referring to a letter that they planned
to include, the editors affirm that

« o oWe shall alter no part of it but that
by which it is introduced, and tha+t only to ac=
commodate it to our own Magazine. The parts o=

mitted are foreign to the gquestion in dispute.

The use of abridgment, depending as it did on arguments,
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materially affected, therefore, the contents of the magazine.

The length of an item also determined its inclusion.
This comment records the fact that

Sometimes the Productions which we regret have no
other Fault but the Length of them,l6

Occasionally, despite the rejection of an article on account
of ite length, the editors could encourage a correspondent
for his work and recommend publication elsewhere, For ex-
ample, this notice claims that
*¥.% J,P.'s Letter cannot be admitted because of
its extraordinary length. The Editors would re-
commend the printing of it in a Twelve-penny Pam-—
phlet by itself. It is well written, and on an
important subject.
At times, the length of one article affected the acceptance
of another. For example,
The letter from Gen. Lee to Gen. Burgoyne, on his
arrival in America, was omitted, because that from
Gen. Burgoyne, by way of answer, was found too
long to accompany it. Other omissions of the same
kind are to be accounted for on the like ground..S
But, if the length of a work affected editorial decisions
when selecting, the editors could actually make room for
articles if neoessaryelg Referring to the seriousness of
the American situation, this notice observes that
[finger pointer] The attention of the public be-
ing principally directed to the deliberations of
parliament on this important crisis, the debates

of the former sessions are unavoidably deferred,

to make room for what has already passed in this.ZO
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Furthermore, the importance alone of a work affected
editorial treatment of it. TFor example, this remark notes
that

The following letter, addressed to Lord North, ap-
pears to be of the highest importanoeél It is
therefore printed without abridgment.
But the editors accentuated the importance of a work by once
more making space. Referring to the Seven Years' War, this
comment reveals that point:s
The public events that have taken place dur-
ing the last twelve months, are so numerous and
so important, that more than the usual proportion
of eagh number hes been appropriated to record
them. 22
The same statement is true concerning coverage of the Ameri-
can War although domestic events sometimes took precedence
if the editors considered them important enough. For exan-
ple, they point out that
[finger pointer] The importance of the above trial,
and our desire to gratify our readers with the sub-
stance of it at once, has obliged us to postpone
the Account of American Affairs, and the rather as
our l%je advices from thence are not to be relied
upon.<2s :
In addition, by the seventies most items of importance gen-
erally all had priority over the parliamentary debates and
this comment became relatively frequent:
Cfinger pointer] The Parliamentary Debates of the
present Sessions, which have been postponed this
Month to make room for the above account, will com-
mence in our next.

That notice shows that it was also a policy of the editors
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ple makes that point clearer:
*,% The conclusion of the Life of Lord Chester-
field is deferred, as less temporary than Mr.
Burke's Letter on American affairs, from which,
to gratify the impatience of the Public, we have
inserted a large extract, p. 2%2,2
Importance and timeliness from an editorial viewpoint,
therefore, provided the editors with priorities which helped

them to choose and to accommodate materials.

Related to timeliness in editorial considerations
for the selection of materials was the factor of novelty.
In 1741,'the editors, referring to readers, made this claim:
They will, we hope, easily perceive that we pass
by no Object of laudable Curiosity, omit no reign-
ing Topic of Conversation, and forget no Matter
that may instruct the present Age, or be useful to
Posterity.27
In 1782, they still held the same view. Referring to a pro-
posed reprinting, they comment:
In the Work we now offer to the Publick, the
original Compiler is known to have made every
Thing that was new the first Object of his Care;
nor hﬁge those who succeeded him been less atten-
tive.
So in theory the editors selected what they considered to be
novel. This comment notes that the same was true in prac-
tice:
The editors of the Gentlemen's Magazine have from

the begining [sic] been studious to announce to
the public the discovery of every new invention,
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and the improvements in every useful art; it is
with pleasure therefore that they have been fa-
voured with the following description of a ma-
chine to introduce a new mode of steering ships,
which seems to promise great advantage.<2

Occasionally'articles which were not new appeared
in the magazine,go but the editors, referring to poetry con-
tributions, had earlier asserted quite emphatically their po=-
licy towards such materials:
Again, we observe that some Pileces sent us are al=
ready printed, and we have not Satisfaction that
others are entirely new; for tho' we have (indis-~
ereetly perhaps, however undesignedly) disobliged
some of our Correspondents, we are not at that low
Ebb, to be under a necessity of inserting stale
Pieces. . . ooL
The editorial aim was to avolid repetition for
Serious subjects, though ever so well written, if
long continued, are apt to grow tiresome to the
generalitg of readers, who are pleased only with
novelty»3
Therefore, quite frequently notices such as the following
would appear:

So much hes already been said on Wheel«Carriages3
that any farther illustration seems unnecessary. 3

Such comment generally and effectively cut off discussion

on the topic in question.

At times, however, the editors did include for spe-
cific reasons articles they acknowledged were not new or

original. Sometimes, they recognized essential differences
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in an author's treatment of subject. Referring to one such
item the editors comment that

*x* These accounts are copied verbatim from Pen-
nent's Synopsis of Quadrupeds; a book well worth
the perusal of the curious in Natural History, as
that author has differed in some essential points
from every other in his manner of classing the
gquadrupeds.24

Sometimes, too, the editors tried to justify rationally the
inclusion of material thatl was no longer novel. Thus this
remark appears on the debates:

It must indeed be owned, that the Debates in Par-
liament, since they have been retailed genuine day
after day in the newspapers, have become much less
interesting than when formerly fabricated “by Dr.
Johmson in his garret". 7Yet though they may be
thought stale for the present, they every year be-
come more and more important, as a register to be
consulted on future occasions.

Novelty, therefore, in all its aspects, was another signi-

ficant factor in the editorial procegss of the Gentleman's.

Though timeliness and novelty were important cri-
teria, so was accuracy. The latter, however, sometimes re-
quired time. In that respect, the magazine had the advan-
tage over newspapers for the former had more of an interval
to prepare and to present their materials accurately and
succinctly. Thus the editors could claim that

our labours may justly be considered as some~
thing more than a brief chronicle of the times

- they areg authentic materials for future his-
torians.
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Je. M. Kuist considers that the editors were generally +too
busy to check factual information, 7 yet the commentary
within the magazine shows a high degree of editorial acti-
vity in that respeét. One example demonstrates the nature
.0f that editorial care and concern for accuracy:
Having about the year 1777 received a letter from
Norwich, with an account of the extraordinary po-~
wers of a child of two years old in playing upon
the organ, we deferred publishing the particulars
ti11l the fact should be better authenticated. We
have now the pleasure of entertaining our readers
with a narrative of what Dr. Burney calls an un-
common exertion of the human faculties at a more
early period of life than they usually develop, 8
The year of publication was 1779. Accuracy, therefore, was
important and the editors involved themselves in its pure-

suit.

Accuracy formed a relationship with an editorial de-
sire for intelligibility, another factor in the editorial
process. The "Advertisement", March, 1731, expressed the
hopé that the project would be intelligible.39 Loglcally,
the editors would want to make every éffort to accomplish
that aim, but the task was difficult, a fact the editors
often admitted. TFor example, referring to the organization
of the material in the Historical Chronicle, they indicate
that

Where facts are numerous and various, method in

arranging them seems indispensable in order to
their being readily referred to; but while facts
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remain vndetermined, and are every day differing

in their circums}ances, arrangement is impossible

to be preserved,'o
Wot only the availability of accurate facts but also the
presence of other criteria such as the importance or time-
liness of a certain item tended to thwart attempts for in-
telligibility. The parliamentary debates suffered that fate
of confusion, and comments such as the following two remarks
attempted to restore order, sometimes without success,

Some temporary Debates having intervened, we shall

now resume the Proceedings in Parliament in their

regular Order, from November 26,41

See the conclusion of this Debate accurately
stated in our Magazine for March last.42

Such confusion seriously affected chronological continuity

and intelligidbility.

To pursue that point further, in the earlier period
the editors were not adverse to altering pieces submitted to
them for the sake of intelligibility or, more specifically,
of style. Their rationale appears in this notice:

o o oif we sometimes (tho' we seldom have occa-
sion) take the Liberty to endeavour to cloath
them better, to give them a freer Air, an easier
Turn, and a more polite Address, that they may be
agreeable to the many Persons eminent for their
Learning, Wit and Quality, who are our Readers,
how can their Authors justly blame us?4
Generally, the editors, however, remalned satisfied in indi-
cating weaknesses in gtyle or in stating stylistic conditions

for accepting articles. Two examples will demonsirate their
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concern for both clarity and polish. The first, referring

to an article on the voyages of the shif, Resolution, points

out that

For a perfect Delineation of the Track of the
Resolution the reader is referred to the an-
nexed Map, in which, to avoid confzsion, the
Tracx of the Adventure is omitted.*4

The second is rather self-explanatory:

We have recelved a letter signed NWicholas Gim-
crack, requesting us to take from the news-
papers what he calls "A dispute respecting the
criminality of killing insects for curiosity."
He says, "In the course of this dispute, two or
three pieces have appeared which merit preser-
vation in some literary collection™, but we are
sorry to say, that we cannot be of his upinion:
the dispute is feebly managed, and the subject
of it imperfectly represented even in the very
letter which recommends it to our notice.,

The editors, therefore, did take into consideration elements

of style when selecting and synthesizing material,

The editors were also aware of the necessity of
orderly arrangement to convey intelligibility, a fact par-
ticularly evident in their use of juxtaposition. Referring
to the earlier period, C. L. Carlson says that
The essayS‘from’each journal were grouped to-
gether and arranged in chronological order, thus
giving a rapid view of the discussions in each
through the month. 6

Examples from the seventies show the editors engaged in the

same methods. One means was to withhold material in order

to present it at a later time with similar articles for the
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of comparison. The practice is evident in this com-

[finger pointer) A curious paper on Bees has
been received, and shall be compared with that
published by Debraw, in Phil., Trans. and what
is new in both .comprised in our next.47

The following example has even wider ramifications
the purpose of comparison.

T. A Sermon on Numbers xxiii. 23. Preached Mon-
day, April 21, 1777, on laying the Foundation of
the new Chapel near the City Road, London. By
John Wesley. pp. 47. 6d. Fry.

IT. Tmposture detected, and the Dead vindicated.
In a Letter to » Friend. Containing some gentle
Strictures on the false and libellous Harangue
lately delivered by Mr. John Wesley, upon his
laying the first Stone of hisg Dissenting Meet-
ing-House, near the City Road. By Rowland Hill,
M.A: pp. 40. 64. Valance.

III. An Answer to Mr. Rowland Hill's Tract enti-
tled Imposture detected. By John Wesley, M.A.
pp. 12, 2d. Fry.

IV. A Rod for a Reviler; or, a full Answer to Mr.
Rowland Hill's Letter, entitled Imposture detected,
By Thomas Olivers. pp. 64, 6d. Fry. « o o o

Ve A full Answer to the Rev. J. Wesley's Remarks
upon a late pamphlet published in Defence of the
Characters of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield and others.
By Rowland Hill, M.A. 6p. pp. 45. Valance. . . . 48

The example reveals that the editors presented the items

chronologically -to show the development in the criticism

of the subject. By waiting and gathering together the a-

vailable materials, the editors have used juxtapcsition to

present clearly and intelligently coverage at one time which

from

their viewpoint also is succinct and important, timely
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and novel. ¥Finally, their method reveals a desire for com-
prehensiveness and variety which form other factors affec—

ting editorial decisions in selecting material.

In that last respect, the editors selected and in-
cluded articles for a general reading public. This policy
statement makes that clear:

. . o.sometimes in the Pieces which we receive,

though written with great Accuracy, such Sub-

jects are treated as are by no means agreeable

to the bulk of our Readers.
One way of achieving that aim was thus to present a wvariety
of materials, and that factor became another criterion in
the editorial process. They note that

Our Readers, we believe, will do us the justicé

to acknowledge, that no means have been left un~

attempted to make room for variety. . . .
Therefore, the editors also rejected materials which d4id
not meet the reguirement of variety as this comment indi-
cates:

The Editor wouwld willingly have complied with this

gentleman's request, but the nature of a Magazine

will not admit of go great & proportion of it to
be on one subject.’l

To meet the "nature" of a miscellany, the editors
attempted to be comprehensive which is an extendéd aim of be-~
ing varied. The desire to be comprehensive led the editors

to include new and different materials., For example, re-
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ferring to the book section they point out that

The Review of New Books is on a plan that is e=-

qually liberal and extensive; and through the

whole of this undertaking, as it has been our

ambition to meet the good taste of an indulgent

publick, we have the unspeakable pleasure to

find that our endeavours have been successful.??
A desire for comprehensiveness implied a wish for complete-
ness and the editors often added work to round out a story.
Thus an article which appeared in the October, 1777, issue53
sought to develop the geographical area affecting a British

campalign in America.

However, completeness and even comprehensiveness
were generally impossible because of above-mentioned space
limitetions, so the editors adopted the technique of selec=
ting “specimens". Comments, such as the following one, al-
Tuding to the American situation, are quite frequent:
The following asddresses, among meny others lately
presented to the King, are selected as specimens
of the opposite modes of treatment recommended %o
his Majesty, with respect to the Americans on the
present critical occasion.,

Generally, though, the specimens chosen represented items of

interest to the editors. The "Autobiogravhy", relating to

coverage of debates by the Gentleman's and the London, con-

cedes that fact in this way:

. . «88 neither party could undertske to publish
the whole debates we each reported what struck us
respectively as most important or likely to be
most interesting to the public.
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That sentiment,'furthermore, is applicable to the whole edi-

torial process.

Thus the ultimate criterion was an editorial wish to
communicate and presérve worthy ideas and information, The
following notice, referring to an article titled "A full
REPORT of the Speeches of the Council in the Case of the
King and Woodfall; together with what has already dropt from
the Judges upon that Cause, offers this comments

*** Some important Cases respecting the Li-

berty of the Press and the Privilege of Juries,

having come before the Court of K.B. to be argued

during the Course of the present Month; a summary

of the Arguments on those subjects must be of use

to be referred to, when the Common Nevs-papers

from whence they are taken, are not to bhe pur-

chased.”
Purthermore, editorial concern focussed on the propriety
and impartizlity of the materials communicated. Generally,
propriety referred to balance, decorum, moderation, and the
editors rejected materials that did not meet those standards.
Tor example, this statement notes that

AM. of Norwich, though his Project is not desti-

tute of Just reasoning, it is yet too fanciful for

the present times.g
What the editors, therefore, were preserving was material
proper from thelr viewpoint. Despite claims of impartiality
all their criteria, in its implicit rejection of material be-

cause of certain established policles plus their synthesiza-

tion and arrangement of the same for similar reasons, ex-
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pressed editorial opinion which flavoured whatever they in-

cluded in the magazine.

The criteria and methods used by the editors to
define more explicitiy and to implement mor'e fully their
idea often affected the inclusion and presentation of ma-
terial simultaneously. The following analysis examines one
particular case to show not only how the editorial process
worked as a whole but also how that method of thinking and
editing affected the literature which appeared in the Gen-

tleman's Magazine. One of the important events in the late

sixties and early seventies of the eighteenth century was the
publication of the Junius 1etters,58 Junius was the most
forceful and nysterious of the atfackers on government. But
apart from his political opinion and satire, Junius possessed
exceptional literary abilities that earned him a high reputa-

tion for his prose style, for his works of literature.

Junius made his first appearance in the periodical

press of his day via the Public Advertiser, its issue for

Saturday, January 21, 1769; he first appeared reprinted in

the February, 1769, issue of the Gentleman's Magazine.Sg

The editors of the Gentleman's did not print all of the let-

ters of Junius, and on some of those letters they exercised

cuts for various reasons. For example, the most famous
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Junius letter was his address to King George III, letter

No. 35, which appeared in the Public Advertiser, its issue

for December 19, 1769. That letter immediately made its

appearance in the December, 1769, issue of the Gentleman's.

Although the letter met necessary editorial criteria such
as those ones of importance, timeliness and novelty, the
editors prefaced its reprinting in the magazine with this
comment:

As a late extraordinary Address to his M - y has

excited the Curiosity of all ranks of Peonle, we

have thought it our duty to gratify our readers

with such P%rts of it as we are perswaded can give

no Offence,b0
Decorum and propriety with perhaps an awareness of the le-

gal implications for libel overruled editorial concern for

impartiality.

"Junius's Letter to his Grace the Duke of G - nV
gerves as a more gpecific example of editorial ftreatment of
such literary works. The letter appeared first in the Public

Advertiser for June 22, 1771, and the editors of the Gentle—

man's reprinted it in their June, 1771, issue.61 Republica-~
tion was, therefore, immediate and timely. Furthermore, the
letter, filling the reverse side of the title-~page for June's
magaziné, has a primary position in that issue, a fact also
indicating importsnce and prominence from an editorial view-

point.
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A comparison with the H. S. Woodfall edition (1772)
of the Junius Letters reveals that the editors did sbridge
the letter, but they did not indicate by means of asterisks
or otherwise any impqrtant editorial deletions. The letter,
therefore, appeared seemingly as an unabridged whole except
for the omission of letters in proper names, a practice the
editors were using fairly consistently at the time,02 The

edited parts are, however, quite sizable.

As the letter rather tightly fills one full page,
the possibility exists that space limitations predicated the
deletions. PFurther examination, however, reveals some simi-
larities between the edited parts, a fact that indicates
that the editors omitted certain passages for specific rea-
gons. For example, paragraph one in the original letter con-
tains an attack on the King:

While I remember how much is due to his sacred
character, I cammot, with any decent appearance
of propriety, call you the meanest and the ba-
sest fellow in the kingdom.

Paragraph 4 in the original has a similar unflattering ref-

erence.

Other omissions occur. TFor example, one of those
edited portions vaguely refers in paragraph six to a politi-

cal intrigue. Yet the deletion definitely makes the short,
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terse sentence, "But in Murder jou are both principals", a
more effective conclusion to that paragraph by sustaining
éhd emphasizing in its stark and blunt accusation the hor-
ror mentioned just previously by the author. Similarly, in
paragraph seven, the omission of the word, "office', avoids
the original's redundancy vith its use just earlier of the
phrase, “business of the day". Furthermore, the omission
regstores the balance the author had originally tried to es-
tablish by the two phrases beginning with the verb, "to re-
lievet. Without pursuing stylistics further the deletions
noted in paragraphs six and seven of the letter appear to be
editorial efforts to perfect the style of an author's work.
At times, as those examples show, the editors are rather suc-

cessful.

In effect, the editors have generally preserved the
satiric tone of the original letter, The wit of Junius is
forcefully yet subtly evident in every paragraph. O0f spe-
cial note is the effective insinuation of the conclusion re-
garding Lord Weymouth's drinking habits. The clever turn of
the cliohé, "Yet he must have Bread, my Lord%, to, "- or
rather, he must have Wine", is especially telling not only
‘because of the author's control but also because of his sud-
denness, proceeding as he does from a playful to a biting

tone.63
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But the editors have definitely weakened the origi-
nal letter by omitting the references to the King. They
blunt the scope and the sharpness of the attack, a fact
which implies editorial sympathies with moderate tastes and
with traditional establishment values. The practice seri-
ously affects their claims not only to the impartiality but
also to the literary merit of their work. Altering a wri=
ter's material in that way introduces the factor of dual
suthiorship which can lead to contredictions and cross-pur-
poses which in turn affect both the tone and ﬁnity of a piece
of literature. Such is the result in the abridgment of the
Junius letter. £11 the editorial criteria and methods im-
ply the same conclusion. The nature and unity of the maga-
zine as a whole tended to sacrifice»the specific and gen-
eral overall aims of individual authors to the tenets of
editorial policy. In some ways the editors attempted to
deny individuwality in making the contributions or materials
of others conform to their policy. The conforming process
on the whole is, therefore, rather devéstating in its use
of arbitrary power, even of deception, and yet rather ne-
cessary from an editorial viewpoint in order to provide the
magazine with direction and to unify the idea that would

ensure success.

What follows ig an examination of the nature of the
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audience of the Gentleman's and of possible reasons why the
magazine had such an appeal for that public. Readers were
aware of editorial attempts to flavour coverage by means of
editing and commenting. They responded accordingly with sug-
gestions and criticisms. Yet the editors had other means of
influencing opinion of which readers were not aware, methods
that even more seriously compromised editorial claims to im-
partiality but which gave the magazine a character and per-
sonality of 1ts own. The above factors are what the fol-

lowing chapter attempts to present and analyze.



CHAPTER IV
THE READER

The editors of the Gentleman's Magazine interested

themselves in appealing to general and wvaried tastes. "Such
is the Plan of our Magazine®, they affirm,

that it must necessarlily bear the stamp of the
times, and the political historical and miscel=-
laneous parts, dilate or contract in proportion
to the diversity and zeal of parties, the num-
ber and importance of events, and_ the reigning
taste for literary entertainment.

Similarly, they boast:

That we are so fortunate as to gratify, even be-
yond all others, the prevailing taste, without
flattering its corruption, cannot be controver—
ted, and that we shall continge the same atten-
tion, need not be questioned.

On the question of taste in the eighteenth century, A. Aron-

son notes:

As to the exact meaning of the word, there was
considerable disagreement. . . . Such a disa-
greement is of more than semantic significance;
it reflects an evolution representative of
eighteenth-century thought, from the Augustan
emphasis on external form, polished conduct,
and urbanity, to philosophical speculation and
and increasingly analytical approach to moral
problems.>

He concludes:
The problem of Taste, indeed, was to them an
essentially human problem which most vitally

concerned the common man's attitude to social
conduct and his integrity of character. Pro-

69
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blems related to behaviour were, throughout the
eighteenth century, morally determined.

The Gentleman's, therefore, by Aronson's definition in-

volved itself with a general eighteenth-century idea, the

concept of taste.

Early in the magazine's history the editors had re-
printed this comments

So much depends on a true Taste, with regard to
eloquence and even morality, that no one can be
properly stil'd a gentleman who takes not every
opportunity to enrich his own capacity, and set-
tle the elements of Taste which he may improve
at leisure. I{ heightens every science, and is
the polish of every virtue; the friend of soclie-
ty, and the guide to knowledge; tis the improve-
ment of pleasure and the test of merit, it en-—
larges the circle of enjoyment and refines upon
happiness. ¢ « o

The article continues:
a good taste. . .comprehends the whole circle
of civility and good manners, and regulates life
and conduct as well as theory and speculation.?

The magazine's management considered it important to main-

tain that attitude.

The London Magazine's editors thought otherwise,

and.they decided upon a different course in 1770, a course
of action which sought a debased, popular taste. Their
YPreface for 1771 unashamedly presents their goal thus:

Magazines if well conducted will always prove
barometers of the times, and shew how the spir-
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it of politicks, of religion, of gallantry, and
of other pursults rises or sinks. The proprie-
tors, meaning to play a winning game, will na-
turally consult the publick taste; and never mis-
taking or neglecting it but to their own loss,
will thro! necessity soon return into the popu-
lar vortex.

"Some will perhaps blame us here", they continue,

for deviating in some measure from the ori-
ginal plan of this work, and not strictly keep-
ing our word with the publick. But let them

not be too hasty in condemning. It is not we
but the publick that have made the alterations
in the London Magazine. We are in a great mea-
sure passive, and act a&s instruments in the
hands of the nation. If it calls for divinity,
we give divinitys; 1f it requires politicks, we
publish politicks. If love-~storiecs be the mode,
we become historians of gallantry; and 1f anti-
qulties be the fashion, we commence antigquarians.
In short, as far as virtue and decorum w%ll per-
mit, Wwe are whatever our readers pleass.

The Gentleman's, on the contrary, could not forsake 1ts in-

tegrity quite so boldly. Significantly, under the new po-
licy, the London Mapgazine had ceased to exist by 1785,

Although the Gentleman's also sought to satisfy a

general taste, the mzgazine's managers were slightly more
discriminating than those of the London.7 Pirstly, the Gen-
tleman's did not cater to the taste of the town and invari-
ably published for country readers as this comment, refer-
ring to dramatic works, makes apparents:

It is not easy to give such an epitome of these

pieces as will enable our readers to determine

whether the different fate they suffered was the
effect of justice or caprice, or whether the pub-



lick voice was directed by the merits of the au-
thor or the actors, some account however will be
expected by our distant friends, for whom we have
always extracted these important events from dra-
matic history.8

Secondly, the main appeal was to gentlemen. Note this re-
mark :

Ag we designed this work not only for general use,
but also for the entertainment of Gentleman who
have well furnished libraries, it has 8een our aim
to exhibit variety with novelty. . .

As the WAutobiography" affirms:

Suffice it to say that I was born a "Gentleman®,
- g designation which, whilst it has lost in a
great measure the distinctive sense which it pos-
sessed at the time of my birth, as denoting a
particular grade in society, has gained in a
higher degree in_what may be termed its moral
character. . o 0

Prom Sylvanus Urban's point of view, therefore, magazine
publishing was a means of co-operating and communicating

between gentlemen.

The magazine's editors, however, had established
attitudes to other groups of people besides gentlemen. Re-
ferring to women they note:

We have been told, that a due regard has not been
shewn to our TFair Readers. . .that there is lit-
tle or none of that fine sprightly kind of compo-
sition calculated to kill time, and furnish fash-
ionable conversation. . . . And perhaps (though
we can boast of some of the first female names in
Furope among our regular oorrespiEdents) this com=-
plaint is not wholly groundless.

Furthermore, a fair amount of content in the magazine di-
(&3
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rected towards children and students reveals editorial ate
tempts to appeal to youthol2 The editors were not, however,

primarily concerned with women or the young.

More specifically, who are those people to whom the
editors appealed? An answer to that guestion lies in a dis~
cussion of the identity of correspondents. The editors
gsometimes did not know who their correspondents were, as
this statement seemingly indicatess

Much the great part of these contributors conceal
themsielves with such secrecy, that we correspond
only with them by the Magazine; and can make no
other +than this public acknowledgment for favours,
which are e%ually the support and honour of our
collection.t?

Referring to the early period, C. L. Carlson notes that good
reasons existed for anonymity:

In those days when suppression was inevitable,
should anything hostile to the govermment ap-
pear in a news-sheet, anonymity was all too fre-
quentlx a rule with both editors and contribu-
tors .+

Let, however, a corregpondent himself speak to the questions

Mr. Urban, / I am well pleased that Mr. Sharpe has
answered my objections with candour; it is a mark
of true urbanity: and I consider his giving up his
neme and place of abode as a kind of pledge, that
he, as well as myself, has the good of the public
in view; on which account I am almost tempted to
give him mine; but several reasons forbid, amongst
which diffidence of my abilities is not the least.
But I hope he will not let this circumstance de-
prive me of the pleasure, and the public of the
benefit, that may accrue from his answers to ny
objections: for I promise him, I would not, if in



my pover,; avail myself thereby of any advantage
that an open amicable disputant ought not to

take. It is not victory that 1 seek, but a clear __
and indisputable rebuttal of the objections. 15

. [ ®

But the editors did know the real identity of many of their
correspondents as they acknowledge here:

Names of the most distinguished eminence have
honoured this work with essays on subjects of
importance; and some of them we could point

outy who have had the rare felicity of instruct-
ing and amusing the publick during the whole
existence of our Miscellany, a geriod now wi th-
in the verge of half a century. 6

In addition, the editors acknowledged the fact that
gentlemen wrote to the magazinel7 as well as vomenl® and
even children,lg though the last two groups mede only rare
appearances, Furthermore, the editors rarely accepted ma-
terials from the lower classes. As A. Aronson comments,

Eighteenth-century Journalists unanimously rejected
the "vulgar® taste of the "multitude" and the "ar-
tificial® or “false' Taste of the aristocracy. It
is significant, however, that they hardly ever con-
cerned them§81ves seriously with the lower gtrata
of society.

The following example represents an éxceptiOn and most
likely the editors paid attention to the correspondent be-
cause of his pitiful and unusual circumstances:

Mr. Urban, As 1 am a new correspondent, it will
be necessary to acquaint you who I am; other-
wise the following questions may appear to you
and your readers mean and insignificant, and not
worthy your nor their attention. I am a blind
man, and have been so upwards of 31 years, and
never knew either letter or figure. Since my
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blindness, I have (for my amusement) applied my
memory to calculation, and the following, with
many more, are the product thereof. As I am des-
titute of those gualifications requisite to publi-
cations, request you will rectify such impropriety
of expressgion as may appear to you necessary. I
am, 9ir, your humble servant, NOAH (his X mark)
Girlin / Master of the Cyder—Presg inn, at Wood-
bridge, in the county of Suffolk.el

Generally, the editors attempted to appeal to
lezrned persons, for, as they observe, referring to science
contributions,

While so meny men of unquestionable eru-
dition and abilities, too elevated to be bribed,
too distant to be courted, unite in one design
of propagating science by our vehicle, wg have
little to dread from competitors. . . .°
As the century progressed the editors tended to appeal to
an even more speclalized audience, mostly antiquarians, yet
thig disclaimer attempts to qualify theilr positions
But 1t is not to the Antiquary alone, how-
ever respectable, that the Editors ought to de-
vote thelr attention. The Philosopher, the His-
torian, the Physician, the Critic, the Poet, the
Divine, and above all the Public, have an un-
doubted claim to the utmost exertion of their
abilities.
Significantly, all the occupations they list are learned
professions and the addition of the "Public" seems only a

general afterthought.

One example will suffice to show the type of per-

son who wrote to the magazine. The Reverend Dr. Samuel
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Pegge, the Blder, (1705-1796), LL.D., F.S.A., classical
scholar, landed gentleman, c¢lubman, priest in the Church of
England, fanmily man, biographer, antiquarian, author and

editor among other interests contributed to the Gentleman's

nearly three hundred.articles over a period or fifty years
from l746=~1795..24 Although Pegge signed his articles nu~
merous Ways,25 the editors did know of his identity and in
fact corresponded with him and sought his adviceez6 He,

therefore, epitomized the eighteenth-century gentleman who

found the Gentlenan's appealing and who responded accordingly

by assiduously reading and contributing to it.

Such people as Pegge and other gentlemen were im-
portant to the magazine not only for their financial sup=
port but also for their contributions and advice.?! Some-
times a few of those people performed a regular function !
such as supplying the Meteorological Diary,28 but more
often correspondents responded as the situation arose, a
fact that pleased both the readers and the edi‘bors.29 In
fact, the editors attributed part of their success to cor-
respondents. Witness this comment:

To our correspondence we impute our superiority,
not only with pleasure but with pride; for we

are more flattered by the contributions which we
receive from others, than we could be by any suc-~
cess that might attend what was our own. We have
nothing to hope or desire, but a continuance of

this literary bounty, which we shall, by every 30
means in our power, labour incessantly to deserve.
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The most difficult Part of our Task remains;
an Apology to those who may feel hurt at their
Productions not appearing in Print. To such we
can only say, that, in Cases where Articles are
wholly improper, we regularly point them out; but
that all others are intended to be used, tlll the
Press of fresh Correspondence becomes 50 great,
that, large and crowded as our Pages are, and
small as is our Type, we are often unable to find
Room for what we esteem truly valuable. We have,
therefore, to request Indulgence on this Head;
and to beg that our Friends will be as concise as

the Subject will admit, and aggld wherever they
can, superfluous Controversy.

That statement revealg, therefore, that the editors were in
control of the situation and that thelr opinions ultimately

directed the magazine,

The basic principle, however, which contributed +to
the success of the magazine from the public's viewpoint was
that of co-operation on all levels. For example, the edi-
tors realized the value of the magazine in helping to ac-
quaint correspondents with each other and to induce them to
work together. Such realization 1s evident in this comment:
By this friendly intercourse, the contributors
become as it were, acquainted - the powers, pur-
suits and principles, the character and genius,
writings, and discoggries of each, are known to
his contemporaries.

The editors were a significant factor in this co-operation

and the following comment reveals somewhat the formal nature

of their assistance.
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The copy of J. W.'s antient parchment is com-
municated to the gentleman alluded %o, who, if ex-
plicable, will probably explain it.”22

Co—-operation, therefore, greatly facilitated the stability
and growth of the magazine and furthermore helped legitimize
its role in communications as a valid conveyor of opinion as
well as to unify purpose by bringing together many varied in-

‘tereats.

But the editors brought upon themselves the great a-
mount of material by constantly soliciting information and
articles from correspondents.  In one instance they request
that

If any Thing farther be thought, by our Cor-

respondents, necessary to compleat our Plan, to

which we have from Year to Year made Additions,

we continue to hope for Advice and Informationg

for we are not yet so much elated by Success, as

to imagine that we have attained Peri‘ection.g
Thus, the editors at times asked for additional information,
corroborative evidence and new viewpoints in order to pro-

duce a more complete magazine.35

The readers of the magazine were quite forward,
however, in supplying not only information but also sug~-
gestions. The editors recognize the need for the same in
this mannexr:

That the Gentleman's Magazine is not yet ar-
rived to that degree of utility of which a work
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on g0 extensive a plan 1s capable, every day's

experience evinces. To the namerous Correspon-—

dents, of whose assistance the Iditors may

justly boast; others, who still find something

wanting, are continually adding6their contri-

butions to supply the defects.”
Generally speaking the editors followed through and acted
upon the hints as this exanmple indicates:

A copy of the Following Cde, with several Paults,

having stolen into another Magazine, we are de-

sired, in justice to the ingenious Author, to pre-

sent the reader with one more correct. T
Occasionally they might print something such as the fol-
lowinge

Tt The Gentleman who comnunicated the Tlan in

our last for a Reform in the Army, belng solli-

citous to preserve in our Magazine his preli-

minary Address to Lord Barrington, as in that

the Reasons on which his Plan is grounded are

set Torth; it is with Pleasure that we conply

with his Request, hoping that at a proper T%@e

the whole will be taken into Consideration.
That comment with its use of the expression, “"proper Tinme",
and of the word, "Consideration®,; tellingly reveals that the
editors were not amenable to every suggestion and they felt

no compulsion, either, to include every "Requesth,

Yet responsé from readers was not only welcome in
general but also acceptable as a good indication of their
opinion of the magazine's policies and practices as well as
its appeal. Furthermore means existed whereby correspondents

could almost ensure the acceptance of their work, for readers
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were constantly aware of the editors' plan and they some-
fimes tried the technique of intimidation,2? but if that
method failed to secure access to the magazine they usually
resorted to another means. A, W. Hutton presents the case
thus ¢

a true way to an editor's heart is neither learn-

ing nor ability, nor 8ny nonsense of that kind,

but simply flatterya4
Hutton overstates the point and correspondents were not ne-
cessarily so obseguious but the following two comments re-
veal ‘the nature of their approach:

Mr. Urban, / I send the following paper %o your

Magazine, in preference to any other, as it has

been the constant channel, thro' which the in-

ventions of the ingénious have been comnunicated

to the public. I am, Sir, yours, J.B.41

Mr. Urban, / The following letter, which I take

to be an original, accidentally falling into my

hands, and containing in it something curious,

may not, perhaps, be unentertaining to some of
your readers, and consequently not altogether

unworthy a place in your useful Magazines 1~ — -~ —

shall make no comments upon it, to enforce ei-

ther belief or disbelief; let every one enjoy

his own opiniont: you print from the naked ori-

ginal, and that's sufficient on your part. W.W,.42
The readers, therefore, knew how to express themselves to
gain editorial favour, or at least, the editors admitted
“the comment of those persons who could use the technigque

well.

Part of the response of readers and editors to each

other represented a gentlemanly game, a conventional mode of
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behaviour and expression. As. R. D. Mayo affirms,

Most editors, in addressing thelr readers,
adopted the courtly and deferential air associ-
ated with the genteel +traditions in journalism‘43

That statement is true some of the time but not always.
Generally the editors could he polite, a sentiment noticeable
in this acknowledgments:
We thank J.B. for his friendly hint.t4
But, "Mr. Burlington's blunders', they barked,
do not come within the limits of our work., We
heve cautioned our readers generally sgainst 1i-
terary impositions; but have neither room nor
inclination to descend to pariiculars.
Moreover,
T, Jones's Ode on Christmas day is little better
than the Exhibition of & school-boy of the third
or fourth class.46
Tinally, with rustic gusto, this comment providentializess
*.% A Country Gentlemen, a great pnilanthropist,
among other lmprovements for the henefit of the
poor, suggests a method of continuing the milk
of cows, without ceasing, from thelr first calv-
ing. . « « Supposing the fact to be true, which,
however, we much doubt, Quere, Whether the in-
crease of milk would not be counterbalanced by the
decrease of flesh? And our correspondent is left
to determine which an XEnglish labourer yould soon-
er part with, his beef or his pudding.4
Such opinions with those implied by editorial criteria raise

serious doubts as to the impartiality of the editors.

The editors, themselves, expressed their own work-

ing definition of impartiality in this ways



82

e o oWe will in that part of the work which is

our own, however small, inviolately preserve the
strictest regard to truth, and relate whatever

is alleged in any contest that excites the pub-
lic attention, and whatever events may bring hon-
our or disgrace upon those who shall transact the
public affairs of this kingdom, with the most dis-
passionate impartiality, equally uwninfluenced both
by hope and fear, without attachment Xg any party
or implicit confidence in any person.

Generally, the editors were tolerant in allowing contro-
versy, but they also reserved the right to express their
own opinions at the same time as this comment indicates:
#,% Tho! our impartiality would not suffer us
to suppress this letter, yet we camnnot help re-~
marking the slender grounds upon which the au-~
thor arrogates to his nation the honour of this
invention. A sgingle fact, which he reports
from hear-say, is to overthrow the authentic
testimony of the whole British Legislature -
Very modest truly!
Once again, the editors expressed their ultimate say very

firmly for supposedly very impartiel persons.

Part of the forcefulness of their comments was a
result of the equally great pressure exerted by correspon-
dents, each expressing a slightly different viewpoint de-
sirous of exerting its own influence. The editbrs amusingly
collated and gathered some of those varied opiniong together
in the form of imaginary letters in the "Preface" for the
1755 yearly volume. One example shows the nature and exer-
tion of the ideas of readers. A person whom the editors call

YJack Dactyl? voclferates thus:
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e « sbut d - n it why doest £fill four or five pa-

- —ges of thy book every month with the dreams. of - -
those old wizards the antiquarians? What the de-
vil have we to do with old scraps of stone, which
some of our Gothic ancestors scratched a face up~
on that would disgrace a barber's block?50

Significantly, the editors ended that "Preface' with this
conclusiont
Such is the various advice which the Editor
of the GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE perpetually receives;
from the whole tenor of which he thinks he may
fairly infer, that his present plan ogght to be
pursued without the least alteration. L
Despite that unequivocal statement readers continued to

exert pressure, but generally their efforts were only suc-

cessful if the editors happened to agree with their hints,

Advice,; however, could be more strident than the
polite suggestion or even than the passioned appeal, and
could in fact take the form of vigorous criticism which
would have involved the editors in some controversy which
they, however, were very eager to avoid. For example, one
correspondent wrote this comment with an editorial footnote

attached:

Mr. Urban, / I must beg leave, through the chan-
nel of your Magazine, to address a few lines to
the unknown person who has so candidly¥* replied
to my etrictures on Mr. Davis's pamphlet against
Mr. Gibbon. As the polite composer of this ele-
gant epistle has honoured me with the imputation
of ignorance, of prejudice, of vanity, and of as-
sistance; I shall not, I trust, be censured for
troubling your readers with an explanation of my
own letter, and with a few observations upon his.
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*We would recommend moderation, in controversy,
to our correspondents in general, Edit,”3

Editorial advice to avold controversy, however, did not
prohibit the admittanée and rebuttal of criticism, for in
one sense that kind of interaction could be of a great ben-
efit to both editors and readers if the results improved the

magazine from thelr respective viewpoints,

Of such criticism in general the editors commented:
But, notwithstanding every advantage in our

favour, we cannot boast that our work is carried

on without complaints. . . .the utmost impartia-

1lity cannot escape party censure.
Readers had complaints about the magazine and its contents.
They also engaged in arguments with the Reviewers, expressed
differences over books, about editorial inaccuracy, selec—
tion and editing among many other things. Sometimes they
levelled very serious charges indeed and to those accusations

the editorg devoted some attention. For example, one special

case occurs in the August, 1775, issue of the Gentleman's

56

Magazine. Cf the criticisms expressed in that letter,
three are basic. Firstly, the magazine propagates lies.
Secondly, it misrepresents the facts often slanderously.
Finally, the periodical repays favours with arrogance. Thus
the correspondent basically criticizes the magazine's edi-

torial methods. For example, in paragraph four of the let-

ter, he accuses the editors of including one article to the
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exclusion of another.

The editors took great pains to reply. In so doing
they reveal to the correspondent and to the scholar the po-
_licies of the magazine and the real circumstances behind
gditorial methods. The reply to the charge in the first
paragraph is that

The Editors of the Gentleman's Magazine utterly
disclaim all party partialities whatever, and

never 4id, nor ever will, knowingly, make 1+t
the Vehicle of Party Lies, or Party Paragraphs.

The key word in that statement is the term, "knowingly",
for the editor in paragraph three makes it c¢lear that in
the inclusion of an article he “had no reason to doubt the
truth of it%. PFurthermore the éditors in paragraph seven
respond to the charge of inaccuracy quite judiciously, hon-
estly admitting their error and promising amends. Their
last statement in fact redeems the editors from the criti-
cisms of arrogance and harshness which are apparent in some

of their earlier responses to the letter.

The bite of their comment, however, is all too often
present for editors who claim impartiality. Even on the
general occasions when the editors gracilously appeal to
readers to judge of criticisms for themselves, the editorial
presence is quite prevalent. The following remark, refer-

ring to another correspondent's accusations, is a classic
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example of such editorial influence:

[finger pointer] The Editors of this Magazine sub-
mit the contents of this letter to the impartial
public; and are of opinion, that the abuse con-
tained in it against themselves and their corre-
spondents is as virulent as any of which the writ-
er so grievously complains. We know of no scurri-
lous publications; we admit of none in the Gentle~
men's Magazine against any persons learned or un-
learned. We lay before the public such papers as
our correspondents are pleased to communiczte to
us, with an impartisl care. Strictures upon books
and authors are, and ever were, the right of the
public. Every man who is a buyer is entitled to
the privilege of declaring his sentiments of the
merits or demerits of the book for which he pays
his money. It is this right that entitles our cor-
respondent to censure us, and those of our corre-
spondents who differ from him in points of contro-
versy, with such severity. We are happy, however,
in having no correspondent of a malevolent dispo-
gition, not doubting but that %ge writer can cleaxr
himself of that odious charge.

One does not associate words énd phrases such as “gbusel,
tyvirulenth, "grievously complains®, Wscurrilous', "severity",
"malevolent disposition®, and "odious charge" with impartial
editors, for those expressions, used in their above context,
represent mental attitudes, preferences, that form barriers
complete with their own logic which help distinguish one

side from another. The whole, therefore, is not impartial
by definition, but the comment quoted demonstrates in ano-
ther instance that virtually nowhere within the magazine is
a reader free from editorial influence. TFurthermore, one

can identify, define and analyze that influence,

As to influence, none was or could be used,
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nor was any intended958
Though thet assertion refers tb the founding of the magam‘
~zine, 1t basically represents the general editorial atti-
tudes presented to the eighteenth-century reader of the

Gentleman's Magazine. But 1f the editors had various cri-

teria to help in the editing of materials, they also had
preferences for subjects, preferences that revealed them=-
gelves in the inclusion of materials as a result of the cri-
teria established at the founding and developed and main-

tained during the long history of the magazine.

One such preference was for politics, yet after the
first flush of succegs occasioned by coverage of the parlia-
mentary debates, the editors had this to says

.« « +under a Form of Government like ours, which
makes almost every Man a secondary Legislator,
Politicks may justly claim a more general Atten-
tion than where the People have no other Duty to
practise than Obedience, and where to examine the
Conduct of their Superiors, would be to disturb
their own Quiet, without Advantage, yet it must be
owned, that Life requires many other Considera-
tions, and that Politicks may be said to usurp the

Mind,Swhen they leave no Room for any other Sub-
ject.

That remark appears logical enough considering editorial

aims'for comprehensiveness and variety, but the following
comment, referring to the European turmoil surrounding the
Prench Revolution, expresses stronger views that represent

editorial opinions towards politics totally undisguised:
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When the World around him [the "Compiler')
is in Confusionj; when "the Nations rage,
and the People imagine a vain Thing, the
Kings of the Earth set themselves, and the
Princes take Counsel together;" with Aston-
ishment and an impartial Eye he gees the
absurd Doctrine of the Rights of Men, and
of turning loose into a State of Iquality
Men who have no more Idea of Liberty than
Infants have of being left to go alone, or
are no more to be trusted than the Tenants
of Bedlam or Newgate. TFor of this Axiom he
is firmly convinced, that the torpid Green-
lander, the indolent Turk, the placid Hin-
doo, the ferocious Cossack, and the stupid
Negro, the more flippant Frenchman, and the
self gufficient Chinese, have not the same
Idea of Liberty, or the same Talents for
using or improving it, with his brave and
generous Countrymen; - consequently, all
Men are not equal in their natural or ac-
guired Advantages. . . « In giving his
Sentiments on These Topicks with PFreedom,
he has borne his Testimony as a true Priend
to the Constitution of his Country, which,
he hopes and prays, will not be subverted,
or even shaken, at the Caprice of every
Vision%ry, or the Clamours of every Incen-
diary. 0

Such is the conservatism and the national as well as racial

prejudice of the @Gentleman's Magazine in the period.

Other subjects than the debates and politics re-
ceived particular editorial attention. "In the wide Range
of Literature", they point out,

there is not a Subject that the most fertile Gen-
ius can suggest, but must, in the Course of so
many Years, come before the6$ribunal of the Pub-
lick to be discussed. . .

0f one of those subjects, biography, D. A. Stauffer says:

Such publications as the Gentleman's Magazine or
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the Monthly Review not only reviewed biographies
but published their own brief life-gsketches and
obituwaries, thereby increasing, or creating, the
demand for tinmely and exact biographical infor-
mation.o2

The editors indicate their responsibility and preference for
such material in this remark:

Among the many original Pieces which we have
inserted, the Lives of celebrated Men have been
thought worthy of particular Attention, and 1t
shall be our Endeavour to preserve it, by con-
tinuing our Enquiries on that Head. . . .{wel
therefore entreat those who have been acquainted
with any Circumstances of the Lives of learned or
remarkable Men, to transmit them to us, that they
may be added to those which we may obitain {rom
other Harnds, or at least be treasured in our Col-
lections, as Materials for future Biographerﬁo65

Biographies often, therefore, received particular attention
among the literature included in the magazine, bul prose
fietion, on the contrary, rarely received consideration,
being out of editorial favour, as this comment acknowledges:
¥ Romantic stories seldom find a place in this
Magazine; yet the following is so characteris-
tic of the humour of +the +times in which it was
written, that we could not resist the sollici- 64
tation of our correspondent to have it inserted.

Thus not every subject category found admittance because of

editorial preferences for some over others.

Poetry and books contained particular enough impor-
tance to receive sections of their own. The editors present
their policy towards poetry thus:

we endeavour to pick the shorter Pileces, or such
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as we can shorten in order to lgssen the Number
of our Debts as fast as we can. b

The following comment indicates fairly clearly the editori-
al opinion of poetry, directed towards a group the editors
considered from their point of view as their subordinates +to
whom they catered for an equally lesser sim:

Ls Poetry is the feast provided for our fair

readers, we would wish it chiefly to consist

of delicacies; and therefore earnestly re-

quest the assistance of rising éenius to con~-

tribute to their entertainment.b6

0f books, the editors make thils significant claim:e

Advertising the Contents of Books is not our
method of revicwing them. Sat verbum.®7

However, thls notice, reférring to a book under discussion,
is relatively frequent:

#This was translated into English, under the

title of Memoirs of the Marquis de Bretagne,

in 1745, and printed for Cave, and just re=-

printed for the Publishers of this Magazine.08
Certain types of literature, therefore, received editorial

preference and priority within the magazine itself.

Yet the editors showed partiéliﬁy to people as well
as to subjects. Comments such as the following ones make
regular appearances in the magazine:

Particular attention is always paid to letters
with the above signature. ["D.H."]69

Our Canterbury friend needs not to make any apo-
logiss for the hints he gives 38’ as they are
always pertinent and sensible.
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The liberal contributions of this ingenious cor-

respondent are already so well known to the pub-

lic, that whatever he may think proper farther

to communicate, will, doubtless be favourably

received.
The last two observations seem to indicate that editorial
preference went to persons of ability, yet even more tel-
ling is the preference editors gave to themselves and their
associates. This thesis {to this point has examined fairly
direct expressions of editorial opinion, but subtler means
existed whereby editors could influence resdership opinion.
The editors and their colleagues could disgulse themselves
as correspondents, a fact completely unknown to readers in’
general. David Henry, John Nichols, John Hawkesworth, John
Duncombe, Richard Gough and others could use pseudonyms, as
an example, for a variety of purposes including not.only the
goliciting of information but also the influencing of public

opinionﬂ2

The editors admittedly had interests and preferences

that found prominent reflection in thé Gentleman's. TFor

example, David Henry was very interested in agriculture and
politics, two areas that received important attention in the
magazine.73 D. E. Keesey notes Hawkesworth's "preference for
the sentimental comedy“.74 Significantly, too, John Dun-
combe's sermons on different occasions always seem to re-

ceive first attention over works of comparable circumstance.75
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Finally, Richard Gough, speaking in the third person, firm-

ly and unashamedly speaks of the opinions which he expressed

in the Gentleman's thus:

If he criticized with warmth and severity cer-
tain innovations attempted in Church and State,
he wrote his sentiments with sincerity and im-
partiality - in the fulnegs of a heart deeply
impressed with a sense of the excellence and
happiness of the Qgglish Constitution both in
Church and State.

Certainly such views in their "warmth and severity" were
not impartial, a fact of which the editors and their as-

soclates seemed entirely unaware.

John Nichols himself had an importent individuval in-

fluence on the Gentleman's. TFirstly, as a person he was a

very able man, experienced as an editor and a printer PoOS=
sessing the confidence of a great many people.77 His abi~
lities on the whole helped in the management and supervision
of the magazine. Secondly, Nichols personally knew and
worked with a great number of persons. As E. Hart points out,

Nichols' collaborators were not only Malone, but

also Johnson, Boswell, Walpole, Steevens, the

Wartons, and almost every other literate man,

known or unknown, in the England of that day.78
Those contacts drew more people into the magazine as con-
sultants and contributors. Moreover, Nichols was not only
a magazine editor but he managed and owned a large and im-

portant printing establishment which afforded him the op-

portunity of publishing and then immediately reviewing in



the magazine works of importance such as Johnson's Lives

of the English Poets.79 Furthermore, that printing esta-

blishment held important and lucrative government printing
contracts which probably influenced and reflected editorial
.political opinions under Nichols's management of the maga-

zine .80

A person like Nichols with his abilities, contacts
and opinions, therefore, managed the magazine for nearly
fifty years thercby continuing ite traditions into the nine-~
teenth century. Morenver, Nichols took an active interest
in the magazine even before he purchased a share "“"when there
wag little prospect of his becoming its chief support“.gl
He continued his interest and became very active not only
as an editor but as a contributor on his own and the maga-~
zine's behalf right from his early association as a part
owner, printer and writer. W"If he possessed anything worthy
of printing," Hart reveals,

it went to the Gentleman's Magazine first and was
later farmed out to one of his collections.

A1l that work he did with the help of his friends and of the

magazine's contributors, for the Gentleman's was an ideal

medium to check and correct facts, to test the validity of

information and 1o exchange critical opinion.

A significant example of Nichols's work which ap-
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peared in the magazine and whicﬁ demonstrates the magazine's
importance to such an editor is the abridged and serialized
article, entitled "Anecdotes, Literary and Biographical, of
Mr. Bowyer“ﬁ3 and prefaced by this comment, signed "J.N,.%:
Mr. Urban, I send you, agreeably to my promise,
gome anecdotes concerning the late Mr. Bowyer,
which T hope will not prove unacceptable to your
readers.
As a biography Nichols's work did not differ significantly
from other eighteenth-~century examples of the genre fol-
lowing the format of birth, education, friends, marriage
and family, his work, clubs, character, second marriage
with a further character analysis emphasizing positlive and
negative gqualities, association with Nichols, extracts from
Bowyer's works, final illness, death, finishing with addi-
tional character, his will and epitaph.85 Significantly, the

editors of the Gentleman's add their own contributions in

the form of two letters and a further epitaph in order to
meet their aims for comprehensiveness. Certainly the arti-
cle met many other editorial criteria such as originality,

importance and timeliness.

The work is fairly representative of Nichols's style.
Ag a narrator he is fairly sympathetic yet unobtrusive though
he carefully notes the full character of Bowyer thus:
As he knew himself the first in his profession,

he disdained the scervility of solicitation: but,
when he saw himself neglected, or another pre-
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ferred where friendship gave him a claim, he did

not suppress the impulses of resentment, which

he felt on such occasions.
His use of anecdotes, letters and some direct quotation is
an attempt to make the life vivid.87 One of the significant
‘features of the article, however,; is the great amount of
space devoted to footnotes, a practice that Nichols tended
to increase in later efforts. Some take up the better part

of a columng88

Though they somewhat mar the presentation of
the work, they demonstrate Nichols's own concern for cohe-
siveness, comprehensiveness, accuracy and fact. Many of

the footnotes are indeed small bilographies themselves of

persons whom Bowyer knew.,89

Pruth was apparvently of the utmost importance, and
Wichols's desire to obtain that goal in memory of his friend
led to the following end-comment:

*.% The compiler of the preceding Anecdotes can-
not but lament that he had not more ample mate-
rials to do justice to the subject. Of such as
he could meet with, he hopes no improper use
hath been made. Where he may have fallen into
mistakes he shall be happy to acknowledge and to
rectify them. The candour of one correspondent
(sec p. 475) hath pointed out some slight im-
provements. In consequence of further search,
it appears, that Mr. Bonwicke was of St. John's
Coll. Oxford, and not of Cambridge. . . .20

That comment indicates not only Nichols's concern for taste,
evident in his reference to propriety, bubt also his desire

that readers help him to correct errors, a function one cor-
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respondent has already performed. PFurthermore, the one re-
sponse became a flood in such future solicitations as Ni-~
chols cared to make, a fact which demonstrates the effec-—
tiveness of the control Nichols exerted over the magazine

and its readers via his suggestions.

To conclude ‘this chapter, the magazine's appeal to a
general audience and to varied tastes is basically true but
more specifically applicable to the class of gentlemen, An
examination of correspondents reveals that gentlemen, in par-
ticular the learned professions, are among the readers. They
performed the important function of assessing editorial po-
licies and practltices from various viewpoints, but editorial
response to suggestions and criticisms revesled contradic-
tions to editerial claims of dmpartiality. In fact, editors
had strong preferences for certain subjects and authors, in-
cluding among the latter none other than themselves and their
associates. By means of disguise, the editors could subtly
lpresent their points of view and further attempt to influ-
ence the direction of the magazine and public opinion. An
examination of one specific work by Nichols, an editor and
owner of the magazine, reveals not only the quality of edi-
torial wbrk with i1ts emphasis on fact but also the subtle
means by wihich management could present its own interests.

Significantly, their reading public responded favourably, a



circumstance which indicates that from the viewpoints of
both management and readers, the editoriasl policies and

practices of the Gentleman's Magazine were successful.

97



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSTON

In conclusion, all the avallable evidence examined

reveals that the Gentleman's Magazine was a success from

the viewpoint of the editors and readers because for them

it performed its function of conveying information and opin-
jon in a pleasing and instructive manner with a sincere con-
cern for accuracy, detail and perspective. The height of
the success of that profitable medium for communication was
the continuation of a high circulation, a long life and an
esteemed reputation throughout the eighteenth century. The
basis for that success was the idea or plan of the magazine

iteelf, a fact critics of the Gentleman's have not examined

sufficiently to date.

Many factors played their part in sustaining and
perfecting the idea. Apart from cul%ural climates and com-
petition one of the most important elements was editorial a-
bility, and the analysis shows that the personalities asso-

ciated with the Gentleman's as elither management or staff

held certain characteristics in common. Experience as
printers and editors facilitated magazine publication.

Their acquired and inherent abilities, their intelligence,

o8
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intuition and education, enabled them to perceive and to
agsess opportunities, such as the ramifications of the
existing copyright and libel laws, and to Judge perspica-
ciously of topics as diversified as agriculture, antiqui-
ties, history, literature and politics. As editors they
were punctual -~ a factor necessitated by deadlines -~ ac~
curate, active and alert as well as meticulous, organized
and effectuval. They were diligent and took the initiative
in, for example, resisting the stamp-duties, but sometimes
they acted cautiously and eclectically in beginning new
features such as the "Debates in the Senate of Magna Lilli~

putia® and the Book Review Section.

Many of those gualities would have served the edi-
tors 111 if they had not been able to co-operate and to
work with people. Within management itself they were firm,
if occasionally ruthless, as Bond, the printer, discovered
to his chagrin. However, in theilr social contacts they knew
and collaborated with a great many pecple, a number of whom,
guch as Samuel Johnson, they even asgsisted to fame. More-
over, the editors were accessible and influential, able *to
mix freely with different classes of people. In addition,
they possessed gqualities commanding particular respect, such
as integrity, incorruptidility, trustworthiness, responsibi-

lity, discretion, a certain impartiality as well as fairness
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and sincerity. But they were also human and suffered from
inefficiency and mistakes. TFurthermore, they did not par-
ticularly demonstrate any strong aesthetic sense which is
apparent in poorly printed pages. Their interests lay pri-
marily in facts which they hoped ultimately to preserve for
the historian, but they showed a lack of objectivity and
Vision in not being able {to distinguish trivia from essen-
tials. They became slightly overwhelmed in materials as a
result of success, and pérhaps as a consequence the maga-

zine lost some of its original freshness.

Yet maturity demonstrates not only the success but
also the stability of the idea. =®ditorial aims of time-
liness, novelty and intelligibility gained public approval
and respect that were in effect a means of legitimizing
success in the face of charges by rivals of plagiarism,
Turthermore, those criteria helped 4o mold the idea into
g distinct and vital whole that gave the magazine charac-
ter and direction and that made it a creative force in its
own right, encouraging as it did the discussion of litera-
ture, the furtherance of research, criticism and scholarship
in a great variety of flelds. 3But as an established form the
ides had influence which was at times detrimental to litera-
ture as, for example, was the case in the reprinting of the

Junius letters.
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The whole effect was to convey editorial opinion
sometimes astutely to an interested public., An analysis
reveals how subtle that influence occasionally was., Al-
though one cannot hope to determine fully the results which
those opinions had on the magazine's audience, certainly the
study indicates editorial presence in every sphere of the
magazine. That presence found its focus collectively in
editorial commentary and presentation of materials, but nom-
inally in the person of Sylvanus Urban. As Mr. Urban never
appears as a particularized human being with well-defined
habits and idiosyncracies, one must, therefore, rely on edi-
torial pronouncements and actions, editorial policies and

practices, to analyze the magazine's character.

The source and sustenance of the somewhat conserva-
tive editorial thinking as far as it concerned the magagzine
was the original conception of the idea, the plan as ex-
pressed at the founding. That statement was logical and in-
genious, general and flexible enough to authorize any edi-
torial developments throughout the century. Contrary to
their claims of impartiality the editors carefully main-
tained the integrity of the original idea despite external

pressure in the form of suggestions and criticiems, whereas

the London Magazine succumbed to overtly popular taste only

to die an ignominious death as a result.
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Tastes were essential to the editors of the Gentle-
man's. Their concepts of taste parallelled eighteenth-
century ideals on manners and morals, decorum and propriety,
the accepted way of life for gentlemen. Yet neoclassicilsm,
of which gentlemanly attitudes were a part, is not a fault

in itself, and certainly the utile/dolce function of human

action and thinking as well as of art in general is virtual-
ly universal. What one can criticize is the assumed genera-
1ity and superficiality of the behaviorial patterns of

elghteenth-century life and art.

The editors of the periodical assuredly appealed
basically to gentlemen both as a class and as a moral ideal,
each of which the eighteenth century held in especial es-
teem. Moreover, those persons are identifiable in many
cages, and they are, in effect, complex human beings who,
by their individual personalities, are different and distin-
gulshable one from another. Granted, much of their speech
and manners they formally based on conscious imitations of
supposedly classical ideals, but when challenged, they ex-
pressed themselves as forcefully and as sincerely as people:
in any age. Witness the exchange of opinion between the edi~

tors and the correspondents over suggestions and criticisms,

However, an examination of the Gentleman's reveals an essen-

tiglly editorial viewpoint, for the selection, synthesiza-
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tion and arrangement of materials, in essence, the editorial
process, gave the editors the ultimate say. As a result the
mégazine assumed the form of the ideas of its founder ori-

ginally and tended to maintain its form since potential as=
sociates always received basic training in that periodical's

tradition befors they assumed official duties.

Tinally, one can make a clain to the magazine itself
as a work of literature in the broadest eighteenth~century
sense even though as such it may not merit that ambiguous,
arbitrary, general term, "great®. An appreciation of the

Gentleman's requires the reader to see it as a whole unit

despite the many individual monthly issues. The "Advertise-
ment®, March, 1731, shows that the founder ultimately con-
ceived of it as a complete work. The themegs were to be the
events and spirit of an age. Sometimes the editors, as nar-
rators, remained fairly unobtrusive but certainly their think-
ing flavoured the magazirie in various ways. Nichols with his
biographical, literary and antiquariaﬁ interests demonstrates

that point sufficiently.

Turthermore, the magazine possessed a very functional,
intelligent, somewhat complex form, and stylistically, the
editors used, for example, figurative language, such as the

"wavel image which described their competitors, to express
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their thought imaginatively. In addition, their comments
were basically quite astute, succinct and vivid. A discus-
gsion of the magazine's fictional and non-fictional aspects

ig probably irrelevant as both found expression in an edi-
torial viewpoint. Language was, therefore, basically the
editorial medium, a visval, symbolic art whose potential

the editors may have failed to realize at times as journal-
ists, critics and historians. One cannot deny, hdwever, that

the whole process involved the creative imagination.

Moreover, as the analysis shows, truth and perfec-~
tion were desirable if unobtainable goals. Nevertheless, edi-
torg and readers of that day basically believed that the maga-
zine fulfilled its purpose to instruct and delight. But only
when one attempts to understand their ideas and methods on
their terms can one fully appreciate and lmaginatively relive
their culture. Historical perspective plus new developments
of research, however, do have their advantages and uses, but
one must not insist on viewing the magazine narrowly, focus~
sing entirely on detail for then one can never hope to appre-
ciate either the magazine as a whole generally or the expres-—
sion of editorial opinion particularly, both of which formed

the basis and are the proof of the success of the Gentleman's

Magazine in the eighteenth century.
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Printer and Publisher", Librery, ser. 5, XVIII (1963), 169
190.

Some critics have attempted to complle bibliographies
of works and writers in the magazine. See, for example, C. L.
Garlson, op. cite., pp. [2431-265; D. F. Bond, op. cit., pp.
89-100, for corrections and additions to Carlson's listj; Je.
M. Kuist, op. cit., p. 360 ff., for a bibliography,of arti-
cles on Pope and Swlift in the magazine; J. 4. R. Séguin,
Voltaire and the Gentleman's Masagzine 1731-1868 (Wew York,
1962). Indexes of the magazine are %o date very unreliable.
Much work, therefore, still remains to be done.

CHAPTER TII

1 ¢. 1. carlson, op. cit., p. 29, and others refer
only to the "Preface" for the collected volume (173%1). See
Appendix C for the "Advertisement", March, 1731l. Appendix
B has an even earlier “Adveriisement® which appeared in the
Universal Spectator and which indicates editorial aims to a
certain extent. Footnote references will not appear for in=-
dividual passages quoted from the "Advertisement", March,
1731, unless additional information is supplied.

2 One may Justify the use of "author" here by its
appearance in the last paragraph of the "Advertisement®.
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3 The number, "200%, though possibly an exaggeration,
ghows that those papers were numerous enough from the authort's
viewpoint to warrant gathering them together and giving them
to the public by such means as abridgment.

4 Though the word, "Gentlemen" implies the partici-
pation of more than one important person in the project,
they appear to be acting as a collective unit.

5 see the'Glossary for a definition of the word,
magazine®.

6 Though selection implies a preference for one item
over another, the author in using the adjective, “Wimpartial®,
promises to use criteria based on consistent, logical rules
rather than on a fancy or a whin.

7 Johnson's "Life", p. 57, Cf. "Preface", GM, XXIV
(1754). Tor a discussion of early editions, see W. B, Todd's
&E a’r"ti@l@, OEa Cita 9 ppa 81""930

8 w. Roberts, "The History of *The Gentleman's
Magezine'", Bookworm, III (1890), [98].

° C. L. Carlson, op. cit., P, 54.

+0 1pid., p. 53. Cf. ibid., pp. 45, 46, 51-52;
B. A. Bloom, op. cit., p. 73 R. D. Mayo, op. cit., p. {2097,
Por a full discussion of predecessors, see W. Graham, 0p.
cit. pp. 145=160; and C, L. Carlson, op. cit., pPp. 31w4§7

11 Minor Liveg, p. xxi. Cf. ibid. xxi-xxii, Some
of the illugtrations Hart mentions in the latter reference
appeared in colour. See the MAutobiography®, CCII (Mar.
1857), 2823 and, W. Todd's SB article, op. cit., p. 86.

12 For comments on sources gee C. L. Carlson,
op. cite, pp. 47, 106, 149; the "Aubobiography", GM, CCI
T%%@i“?85 ?, 132-133. Cf. "Preface", GM, XLV (17755, Tor
a variety of examples see: GM, XL (Jan. 1770), 45; GM, XL
(Feb. 1770), 59-60; GM, XL TFeb, 1770), 93; ¢M, XL (Har.
1770), [137]; GM, XU (Aug. 1770), 3733 GM, XLVII (4pr. 1L777),
188; GM, XLIX (Oct. l779§, 51ll. See also S. Lutnick, 0p.
eit.;, p. 8; C. L. Carlson, op. cit., pp. 48, 108; and, C. D,
Yost, op. cit., p. 10. TFormer magazines were sources. See
GM, XLITT THGv. 1773), 548. So too were books, especially
if they were foreign publications. See L, A, Bloom, "'Labors
of the Learned!: Neoclassic Book Reviewing Aims and Techniquesh,
8P, LIV (1957), 538-539; C. L. Carlson, op. cit., pp. 53, 149~
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150. Interested persons submitted informetion. See "Pre-
face", GM, XXV (1755); GM, XXX (1760):; "Autobiography",
GCII (Feb. 1857), 155. ~ Furthermore, the editors could
boast of original work more and more making an appearance
in the magazine. See the "Autobiography", GM, CCI (Aug.
1856), 132-133; C. L. Carlson, op. cit., "Appendix", p.
(24%3) ff.3 D. F. Bond, op. cit., pp. 89-~100; Charles Harold
Gray, Theatrical Criticism in London to 1795 (New York,
-19%1, 1964}, pp. 102-103%;5 Gi, XVL (Mar. L(47), 13%; "Pre-
face®, GM, XLVIII (1778); "Preface®, GM, XI (1741); "Pre-
face“, GM, XXVII (1757).

13 por a fuller discussion of the responsibilities
of Cave and his associates, especially Johnson, see C, L.
Carlson, op. cit., p. 12 ff.; B. A, Bloom's book, op. ci%.,
pp. 5-62, especially 5-9; and, A. Sherbo, op., cit., pp.
[133]=159. J. M. Kuist, op. cit., contains an important
discussion of management in the later eighteenth century.
The authoritative sources are the magazine, the statements
of the managers and their close confederates. See also the
%putobiography", GM, CCII (Mar. 1857), 2865 W. Roberts, "The
*Gentleman's Magazine' and Its Rivals®, Athenaeum, XXVI
(Oct. 26, 1889), 560; Roberts's Bookworm articie, op, cit.,
284~5; Robert L. Haig, The Gazetteer: 1735-1797 (Carbondale,
[19607); p. 156, See Chapter L, in. 10, above, for a brief
outline of management. For contemporary use of the word,
Umanagement®, see: Friendship, p. 20; Minor ILives, p. 234;
IA, III, 295; and Illustrations, VIII, xiii. Their use of
The word refers to an action while the use in this work is
to both the action and a collective group of people.

14 gee Johnson's "Life*, pp. 56~57. Cf. @M, IX
(Mar. 173%9), [111].

15 tpe sources of information for R. Cave and D.
Henry are: GI, IXI, lvi, lxxii. See also: GM, LXII (July
l792¥g 671; and a letter signed, "W.L.L." in @M, LXII (Avg.
1792), 697-698. The sources for Miss Cave ares GIL, III,
lvii; Priendship, p. 6. Tor Nichols's role in ownership,
sees GL, LILL, lvii; Friendship, p. 6. On Wewbery's part,
gsee C. Welsh, A Bookseller oi the Last Century. Being Some
Account of the Life of John Newbery (Liondon, 1885), p. 84,
fn. C(f. S. Roscoe, Jonn liewberyv and his Successors 1740-
1814: A Bibliography ({Wormleyy, (19721}, p. 7. The latter,
p. 1l., correctis a misinterpretation by W. Graham, op. cit.,
Pp. 157-8, who erroneously states that John Newbery was di-
rectly involved in ownership.

16 Legal factors, as; for example, the existence of
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a contract; apparently not now known, may have placed cer-
tain restrictions on management freedom. For an example
of a contract with such restrictions see R. Haig, op. cit.,
his Appendix B, p. 270 ff.

L7 For comments on the importance of the printer,
see W, Roberts's Bookworm artlcle, op. cit., p. 45; and,
R. Haig, Op. cit., DP. Lb63.

18 On Henry's retirement, see GI, III, 1lvii., But
Priendship, p. 6, notes his importance as a printer in the
role of supervisor. The name of J. Lister appears in the
colophon from January, 1769, until Januvary, 1770, with the
exception of December, 1769. However, H. R. Plomer, et. al.,
A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers who were at work
in England, Scobtland and Ireland from 1726 %o 1775 (Oxford,
19%2), gives no information on him concerning his relation-
ship with the magazine, For information on Miss Cave's
function see GIL, III, lvili. Cf. Friendship, pp. 6, 27; GI,
TIY, 1lvii (Wichols's role); "Advertisement', GM, LII (1782),
1VO

19 gee Priendship, p. 6. Bond outlines in detail
there the methods Henry used to glve Nichols the position
of printer.

20 See the Glossary for definitions., Cf. “Preface!,
GM, XVIIT (1748); "Autobiography", GM, CCII (Feb. 1857), 155,

2L 14, TI1I, 424.

22 Compare GM, XLV (May 1775), 235, No. 293 asnd
GM, XLVII (Oct. 1777), 494, No. 87. The result shows the
reviewers using the terms, "bookseller" and %“publisher®
gsynonymously. See F. 4. Mumby and Ian Norrie, Publishing
and Bookselling (London, 1974), pp. 127-186. CT. C. Welsh,
Ops Cit., Do 843 GM, XLIV (Oct. 1774), 463, J. M. Kuist,
op., c¢it.,; p. 119, examines more evidence in the 1780's. See
Eﬁj"if‘(17al), 3123 GM, LIIT (1783), 4845 and GM LIV (1784),
Zﬁ?;)alsg GM, XLVI (Aug. 1776), 344; and, @M, XLIX (Jan.
1779), 30.

?3 See the Glossary for definitions.

24 7. M. Kuist, op. cit., p. 86, quotes the whole
letter, dated 1775, to Bamuel Pegge. The letter is in Bod-
leian MS. English Letters, d. 45. £ff. 209 and 210.

25 Minor Lives, p. 234. Cf. E. Hart's PMIA article,
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op. c¢it., p. 394; Friendship, pp. 14, 18.

26 Johnson was one of the more important, earlier
editorial assistants. See especially E. A. Bloom's book,
op. cite, p. 10. So too were Moses Browne and John Duick.
See the "Autobiography" and GI, passim.

2T p. D, Eddy, %John Hawkesworth: Book Reviewer in
the Gentleman's Masazine®, PQ, XLIV (1964), 223-4. The
‘letter originally appeared in A. Chalmers, The Genergl Bio-
graphical Dictionary (London, 1812), XVII, 237-2%8, dated
November 8, 1765, but not showing an addressee. See agleo
the "Autobiography", GM, CCII (Mar. 1857), 285=6; GI, IIT,
lvi; C. L. Carlson, 0p. cit., p. 243 C. H. Gray, op,., cit.,
P. 172, fn., 223 and J. M. Kuist, op. cit., pp. 23, 42.

28 mhe gources of information for John Ryland's
activities with the magazine ares GM, IXVIII (July 1798),
629; LA, IX, 500; the "Autobiography%, G, CCII (Apr. 1857),
380, For John Duncombe’s association, GL, III, lviii. TFor
information on Richard Gough, see: GlM, TXXIX (March-April,
1809); LA, VI, 262-343%, 613-626; DNB; Illustrations, VITI,
xiil.

29 The founding or history of the magazine in 1731
actually dates from this point in the process, the comple-
tion of the first issue occurring early in February of 173%1.

30 gonnson's WLife", p. 56. See also C. L. Carlson,
op. cit., pp. 11-12 £f. Detailed financial records for the
magazine do not exist. Presumably either the fire, May 7T,
1786, GM, LVI (May 1786), 437, which destroyed Mrs. Newbery's
ghop, or the fire, Febrvary 8, 1808, GM, LXXVIII (Feb. 1808),
99, that did likewise to Nichols's printing establishment,
consumed the majority of such materisls. Friendship is an
important source. So also is D. F. McKenzie and J. C. Ross,
ed., A Ledger of Charles Ackers (London, 1968), (to appear
following as Ackers). osee also Fatricia Hermlund, "William
Strahan's Ledgers: Standard Charges for Printing, 1738-1785",
5B, XX (1967), 89-11l. Ackers is especially useful as the
work describes specifically magazine production, the printing
cogts of the London Magazine in the period of the thirties
and forties.

31 of. G. Welsh, op. cit., p. 84.

32 gee GI, III, lvii~lviiii. Cf. A. H. Smith, op,
cites, pe 178. On the importance of London to the printing
industry, see 8. Lutnick, op. cit., p. 10. London was also
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the centre of England's transportation system and had fairly
easy access to centres in the country. See A, S. Turber-~
ville, Johnson's England (Oxford, 1933%), I, 140, 141 ff.,
154 £f. London was also of importance in supplying raw ma-
terials such as paper to the printing industry. See J. A.
Cochrane, Dr. Johnson's Printer: The Life of William Strahan
(London, [1964)), p. 16. Cf. Friendship, p. 6.

33 st. John's Gate in Clerkenwell, Nichols at
Cicero's Head just off Fleet Street, and Newbery's book-
selling shop in Ludgate Street, the corner of S%t. Paul's
Church Yard, were wvery close to each other. See R. Horwood,
Plan of the cities of Tondon and Westminster {map?] (London,
May 24-9 1799)0

34 priendship, p. 14, fn. Cf. ibid., p. 7. Proxi-
mity did not always ensure the efficlency of joint printer-
ship. See Friendshlp, p. 203 and, GIL, III, lvii,

35 Tondon attracted labour, including Johnson. See
J. Clifford, op. cit., p. 170 £. Furthermore,K ithe country
provided opportunities for gaining experience as Cave and
Henry discovered. See Johnson's "Life", p. 56; C. L. Carl-
son, Op. cit.y p. 8 £f.; GI, III, lxxii. I London, itself,
a young man such as Nichols could serve his apprenticeship
with an experienced Master printer such as Bowyer. He could
also bhecome a partner and even inherit the business. TFor de=
tails on apprentices, see Ackers, pp. 1, 19-21, %2. For o~
ther references, see GM, XLI (July 1771), 296; the MAutobio-
graphy®, GM, CCI (Dec. 1856), 6713 C. L. Carlson, 0p. cit.,
p. 603 B. A. Bloom's book, op, cit., p. 69; Colin CIlai¥, A
History of Printing in Britain (London, 1965), p. 163 £f;
and, R. M. Wiles, op. c¢it., pp. 131=132, 136,

36 yor example, see WPreface", GM, XXVII (1757). Cf.
"Preface®, XXV (1755), "N.B.®; and "Preface", XXX (1760).

3T g, XLVIII (Aug. 1778), 344.

58 @M, XLI (Apr, 1771), 152. Of. GM, XII (May 1771),
20035 GM, XLI (July 1771), 296; GM, XLIII (Jan. 1773), 85 GM,
XLIV (Feb. 1774), 773 GM, XLVI (Wov. 1776), 4965 GM, XLVITI
(Nov. 1778), 5103 @M, XLVI (Nov. 1776), 4925 "Index Indica-
torius®, GM, LV (1785), vi. TFor further comments see C. L.
Carlson, Op. cit., p. 223; and J. M. Kuist, op. cit., p. 135.

39 Priendship, p. 6. OCf. DNB article on Duncombe
who is probably the “Gentleman in The Countryt. See also
Jn Nt Kuistg OQ. Ci;t_a, Ppo 56""570
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40 gm, XTLII (July 1772), 304. Tor similar examples
sees GM, XL (June 1770), 2703 GIM, XLIII (Apr. 1773), 164;
GM, XTVII (Supp. L777), 6243 G, XLIX (Aug. 1779), 400.

4 GM, XLIV (Oct. 1774), 456, square brackets. Cf,
GM, XLII (July 1772), 304; M, XLIV (July 1774), 2963 J. A.
Tochrane, op. Cit., pP. 19, See also GM, XLVI (June 1776),
2483 GM, XLVI (Sept. 1776), 396,

42 prjendship, p. 11. Cf, ibid., p. 6. For the
limits on the emount of printing that could be done, see
Ackers, pp. 13-15. For HNichols's outlays for type, see
A.H. Smith, ope. cite, po 18L. The necessity of keeping
type so long Lled $o the poor acsgthetic quality of printing.
See. J. . Cochrane, op, cit., pp. x, 20, Cf, "Preface",
GM, XII (1742); A. H. Smith, op. cit., p. 188; R. D. Mayo,
op, cit.y, p. 163,

4% Priendship, pp. 12-1%. See also the "Preface",
GM, XVI (1746), fn.

44 p, D, Eddy, op. ¢it., p. 235. For a reference to
management's salary see Hinor Iives, p. 234. Ackers, p. 14,
gives information on labour costs. See also the "Autobio=
graphy", GM, CCII (Feb. 1857), 150. Cf. C. L. Carlson, Op.
cit., pp. 197-8. Also "Autobiography", GM, CCII (Feb., 1857),
T15%; and, B. A. Bloom, in his SP article, op. cit., p. 553.
Generally the income accruing to individuals working for the
magazine as writers generally increased. See B, Kimber,
TList of Books, with Annuval Indexes and the Index to the
First Twenty Years’| (London, l(b2, 1966), riiij. Cf. 5.
Lutnick, op. c¢it., p. 8. Profits were also substantial.

See Ackera, p. L3 f., for an idea of profits in the forties.
Whatever the figure, it nmust have been high to have allowed
Henry, whose chief interest was the magazine, not only %o
retire in L7606 at the age of 57 but also to buy a large farm
in Beckenham, Kent. '

45 The price, appearing either on the blue covers or
on the title-page, remained at 6d until the expansion of the
mogazine in 1783 when the price became ls, changing to ls 64
in 1799 and to 2s in 1809. Cf. W. Roberts's Bookworm arti-
cle, op. cit., p. 100, T

The references to figures of circulation are many.
See W. Roberts's Athenseum article, op. cit., p. 5603 W. B.
Todd in his $B article, op. cit., p. 8Y; Ackers, p. 11;
Boswell's Life, III, %22; Sir John Hawkins, op. e¢it., p. 57;
"Autobiography“, GM, CCIT (Feb. 1857), 149; a poem prefixed
to GM, VI (1736); "Preface®, GM, XVI (1746); C. L. Carlson,
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op. eit., pp., 62-63; D. F. Bond, op. cit., p. 86; W. B. Todd,
in his $8 article, op. cit., p. 8> L.} "Preface®, GM, XV
(1745) 5 Tpreface®, G, xXT (1751); M, XLvVI (July I776), 297;
W. Roverts's Bookworm article, op. cit., p. 3563 A. Dobson,
op. cit., pp. 218-219, fn.; R. D. Mayo, ov. cit., p. 43,
Perhaps some of those issues were returned unsold as GM, IX
(Mar. 1739), f1l11}, claimed was the case of some 70,000
coples of the London Macazine. Moreover, a large circula-
tion was also an expense. See *Autobiography"t, G¢M, CCII
(Mar. 1857), 286.

46 See C. L. Carlson, op. cit., p. 53, fn. Cf,
W. Roberts's Bookworm article, op. cit.s; p. 283; Friendship,
pe T3 GM, ¥LITT (Apr. 1773), 172,

4T gM, XLVIII (Apr. 1778), 160. Cf. Priendship, p.

17.

, 48 GM, XLVI (Nov. 1776), 492, See also GM, XLIT
(May 1772), 2085 GM, XLIV (Oct. 1774), 463%; GM, T (Mar. 1780),
1295 and C. L. Carlson, op. cit., p. 199.

) 49 gee P. M, Handover, Printing in TLondon (London,
[19601), p. 138.

50 wputobiography", @M, CCII (Jan. 1857), 7. See
also the anonymous author of ¥The Gentleman's Magazine",
1.8, (Dec. 9, 1939), p. 724. Tor Turther discussion see P.
M, %andiver, op. cite.; pP. 1415 and, R. D. Mayo, op. cit.,
p. 1597

ol Johnson's “Life®, pp. 57-58. Cf. Mhutobiography®,
GM, CCII (Jan. 1857), 4, quoting from Memoirs of the Society
of Grub-street, 1737, "Preface®, p. xil.

b2 See R. D. Mayo, op. ¢it., p. 160, Cf. Lyman Ray
Patterson, Copyright in HisTorical Perspective (Nashville,
1968), especially chapters 7 and 83 L. P. Skone James,
Copinger and Skone James on Copyright. 11th ed. (London,
1971), p. T fre.3 Re ¥o Whale, Copyrights: Evolution, Theory
and Practice (Totowa, 1972), especially chapters L andg 2.
The quotation is from R. D. Mayo, op. cite., p. 160, See also
Sir John Hawkins, op., cit., p. 16. C. L. Carlson, op. cit.,
pe 204, is incorrect in saying that there were "no copyright
Jaws" at the time.

53 wpreface", GM, XXIX (1759). Cf. "Preface", IV,
XXVIII (1759). See also R. D. Mayo, op. cit., p. 160. ~For
further examples and more information within the magazine,
see GM, XLIT (May 1772), 229-23%0; GM, XLIX (July 1779), 346;
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M, XLIX (Dec, 1779), 608. Surprisingly enough publishing
work in the press was sufficient reason for claiming exemp-
tion from the copyright law in eighteenth-century England.

54 wputobiography", @M, CCI (Nov. 1856), 532, Cf.
ibid., Pe 534,

55 wputobiography™, GM, CCI (Nov. 1856), 541. Cf.
ivbid., p. 533,

56 For the material that actuvally occasioned Cave's
trial before the Lords in 1747, see GM, XVII (Mar. 1747).
See also G. L. Carlson, 0p. cit., p. 104; Fr. Williams,
Dangerous Estate: The Anatomy of Newspapers (London, 1957),
PP 3b~36. For the magazine's own astute justification for
including the debates, see GM, XXII (June 1752), [247]. Cf.
®Autobiography", GM, CCII (Feb. 1857), 157. For various
sxplanations andexplications of their use of disguise, see
GM, VIII (June 1738), [283]1=-287; "Anagrammats Rediva; or the
KTt of Composing and Resolving Anagrams. . .%, GM, IX (Supp.
1739), 699 5 GM, XL (¥eb. 1770), p. [51}, f. TUse of dis-
guise in the seventies continued until 1782. But other
periodicals had discontinued that practice sarlier. See GI,
iIl, xlvii-xlviii, fn.; and "Autoblography®, GM, CCII (Feb,
1857), 157. Tor the effects of others laws, see, for exXam-
vle, D. B. Keesgey, op. e¢it., p. 37. Cf. C. H. Gray, op. eit.,
pp. 10%=104; and, C. L. Garlson, Op. cit., p. 136,

°T . Lutnick, op. cit., p. 5. Of. ibid., pp. 6-7,
220, The early seventies saw famous trials on the question
of a free press, covered extensively in the Gentleman's. For
accounts and analyses of the same see Boswell's [ife, IV, 140,
n. 13 T. B. Howell, A Complete Collection of State Trials
(London, 1813), XIX-X1; Benjamin Beard HOOVEr, oamuedl Jonn-
gon's Parliamentary Reportings Debates in the Senate of
ILilliput (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 195%), p. 513 Michael
MacDonagh, The Reporter's Gallery (London, n.d.), pp. 186=
264; and H., R. Fox Bourne, knglish Newspapers (London, 1887),
I, 214. See also H. H. Bellot, "Parliamentary Printing,
1660-1837"%, Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research,
XL (Nov. 1933), 85-~08,

_58 The jury decided who was responsible for pub-
lishing a libel; the judge determined i1if the content of s
publication in guestion was actually libellous. The most
famous cases for libel occurred in the seventies over the
Junius! letters, the Wilkes affair, and others. Significantly,
the Gentleman's was not involved directly in any of those
cases. For further discussion, see R. Birley, Printing and
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Democracy (London, 1964), p. 27; R. Haig, op. cit., p. 823

5. Lutnick, op. cite; p. 3. On the question of responsi-
bility specifically, see 5. Lutnick, op. cit., p. 1803

and, R. Haig, op. cit., p. 25. Peter F. Carter~Ruck,

Tibel and Slander (iondon, 1972), and F., 8. Siebert, Free-
dom ot the tress in Eneland 1476-1776 (Urbana, 195259‘provide
broad perspectlves on the issues. Lawa, therefore, do play
a significant role in magazine publication in particulaxr.

9 wpreface", G, XII (L1742), iv.
60

6l A digcussion of the effect of correspondents on

the magazine appears in Chapter IV. The discussion here on
competition Ffocusses on the magazine's attitude and response
towards competitors. See G, L. Carlson, op. cit., p. 82.
Gf. ibid.s p. 27 Tor expressgions of superlority by the
editors, see "Preface", GM, XXVII (1757); "Preface%, Gl

XIT (1742); "Preface®, G, XVIT (1747); and, "Preface™, Gl,
XEVITL (1758). .

"pPreface?, GM, L (1780).

2 wpreface™, GM, XXVIIT (1758).

63 "Autobiography", G}, CCIT (Jan. 1857), p. 4 f.,
quoting from Memoirs of the Society of Grub~street, 1737,
WPreface®, p. Xil.

64 No major study has appeared on the London Mags-
zine. An important work on the Monthly Review is N. H,
Oakes, Ralph Griffiths and the Monthly Review., Unpublished
doctoral dissertation. (196l). Sce Jomnson's "Life", p. 57,
for a comment on the London Magazine., Cf. W. Roberis's
Athenaeum article, op. cit., p. D603 and, C. L. Carlson, op,

et

65 Another effect of competition was the trend +to
print the magazine as esrly as possible in the following
month. See C. L. Carlson, op. cite., PP. 61, 79; W. Roberts's
Bookworm artlcle, op. cit., pp. 99=-100; "Autobiography", GM,
GCI (Jan. 1856), 9. Friendship, p. 20, confirms the need for
early publication. D. D. lddy, op. cit., p. 226, fn., offers
a qualification on the establishment of preclse dates. Cf.
WAutobiography", GM, CCI (July 1856), 9.

66 Barly competition was quite stiff. See W.
Roberts's Bookworm article, op. c¢it., p. 287; and his
Athenaeum article, op. ¢it., p. H60. In the early years,
tThe Gentleman's was a vigorous participant in the mud-sling-
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ing. For Johuson's part, see B, A. Bloom's book, op, cit.,
p. 10. Cf. ®Preface%, G, VII (1737); "Prefaceh, GM, VIIL
(1738); @M, VIII (Feb. T738), [59]-61; GM, IX (Mar, 1739),
1125 "PreTacet, GM, XI (1741].

6T wpreface®, @M, ¥XXVIII (1758). Cf. "Preface",
GM, XI (1741); ®Preface®, XXI (1751); "Preface", GM, XXVIII
TI758) 5 "Preface!, GM, XXX (1760).

68 An insect metaphor occurs in the "Preface", GM
XX (1750). Cf. "Preface", GM, XI £1741), %Preface™, GM,
XXIT (175a); ”Pref&ce“ GM TXXIIT (1753)

9 see Illustrations, VIII, xi. Cf. GM, XLI (Feb.
1771), 76. Both imply disdain of oombetltors. Generally
in the later period, editors were very tolerant of each
other. See "Preface", @M, LIV (1784), iii. Cf. R. Halg,
0po_Cit., PP. 122-123%, Eor an example of patronization, see.
T, XLV (Suppe. 1776), 603~4, Cf. C. L. Carlson, Oop. Cit.,
P. 125, Ti‘urthermo:xe, in the fifties, the financial position
of the Gentleman's allowed the owners to set np rivals of
their own to beat down competition even thouéh they them=
selves ml ght suffer somewhat of a loss. See GM, IXII (Aug.
1792), 97 698, for more details on Henry's establishment for
such a purpoa, of the Grand Magazine of Magazlnes in the late
fifties

10 wpregacen, @M, XLITT (1773). Cf. "Preface",
GM, XLIV (1774).

CHAPTER III

x See Appendix C. For the etymological roots of
the word, "magazine®, see the OED and specifically the
"Autobiography", GM, CCII (July 1856), 8. See the Glossary
for definitions of the words, "magazine®, "miscellany" and
periodical®. A magazine is both a perlodical and a mis-
cellany, in the Gentleman's case, a "Monthly Collection®.

e Despite the apparent change noted in the illustra-
tions, pp. xiv-xvii above, the main title did provide a cen-
tre of stability which was not always the case with other
periodiculs. See L. A. Bloom's 8P article, op,., cit., p.

544 . Ses dluO W. B. Todd's 5B article, Op. cit., p. 81 ff.,
for his findings on sub-title changes in The magazine.-

The mottoes wWere important as general statements of
purpose. The “Advertisement", March, 1731, makes that clear.
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Cf. "Preface™, GM, VIL (1737); "Preface", GM, XLVIII (1778);
"Autobiography®, GM, CCIL (July 1856), 9; L. I. Powell, "An
Addition to the Canon of Johnson's Writings", Essays and
Studies, XXVIII (1942), 39.

3 A feature entitled, "Dissertations and Letters
from Correspondents® appeared in 17%5. See the annuval
title-page for that year. The "Debates in the Senate of
Magna Lilliputia®™ appeared in June, 1738, [28%] ff.; the
“Book Review section in April, 1765, p. 187 £f. titled "List
of new Books published, with Extracts®. ALl had appeared
earlier but they were not regular or formal as festures,
and by the seventies the sectlions were not quite as clearly
definable ag those in the earlier periocd. Compare the ile
lustrations, above. PFurthermore the sections did not
restrict the appearance of related material in other sec~
tions. TFor example, see GM, XLVI (Apr. 1776), 178; GM,
XLIV (May 1774), 2323 @M, XLIV (Jan., Feb. 1774), 29-%0,
78803 GM, XLVIII (Mar, 1778), 1273 GM, XL (hug. 1770),
38%; GM, XL (Sept. 1770), 4325 GM, XL (Feb. 1770), 723
@M, XLVI (June 1776), 262. Apart from the necessity of ac-
commodating lengthy articles, the adjustment of such mate-
rials reveals an editorial awareness to make the content
of the magazine as fluid and as consistent as possible.

4 The London Magazine first made use of the supple-
ment as a feature in 1732. See C. L. Carlson, op. cit.,
Pp. 91-92., The Gentleman's followed sult the next year.
¢f., "Preface", GM, LIIT (1783), iv, fn.

-
° See @M, X (May 1740), 2503 GI, III, xxxii-xxxiv.

6 See "Preface", GM, LII (1782); "Preface", GM,
LIII (1783); GI, III, lix, Occasionally the magazine could
add additional letter~press. See GM, XLV (Apr. 1775), 160;
GM XLVII (Oct. L777), 463.. Such a measure incurred a loes
generally in profits for the price remained stable.

1 The editors used that method to accommodate mate-
rials in every section. For example see: GM, XLV (Peb.
1775), 833 GM, XLV (Supp. 1775), 63%9; GM, XLIX (Mar. 1779),
1443 6M, L (Sept. 1780), 43%; GM, L (Nov. 1780), 528. Cf.
J. M. Kuist, op. cit., p. 197. For a discussion of the use
and implications of serialization in other works, see R. M.
Wiles, Serial Publications in England before 1750,

8 See the Glossary under "editor®; and Chapter II,
fn. 27, above; and fn. 58 on the question of responsibility.

9 6. L. Garlson, op. cit., p. 57.



10 wpreface%, gM, XVII (1747).

1l wpreface", @M, L (1780). Cf. "Preface", GM, VII
(1737) 5 “Preface", GM, XI (1741); "Preface", GM, XXIT (1752);
"Preface®, GM, LII TI782); “Preface", GM, LIV (1784), iv.

12 see the Glossary for a definition of the tern,
"abridgment".

15 qu, VIII (Peb. 1738), 61.

14 GM, XLIV (May 1774), 204, squave brackets. Cf,
GM, XLI (June 177L1), 24835 GM, XLVI (Aug. 1776), %60; "Index
Indicatorius®, GM, LV (1785), iv; GM, XLVII (Dec. 1777),
589,

15 gu, TLVIII (Nov. 1778), 516, GCf. E. 4. Bloom's
SP article, op. cit., p. 5565 and, C. L. Carlson, opn. cit.,

p. 93.

16 g, X (May 1740), 250. Cf. @M, XLII (Feb, 1772),
755 GM, L (Apr. 1780), 169; "Index IndiCatorius®, GM, LV
(17857, iv.
L7 gy, XLVII (Sept. 1777), 441. Cf. GM, XLV (Jen.
1775), 243 GM, XLIX (Mar. 1779), 137.

18 wpreface®, GM, XLV (1775).

19 the editors omitted many articles, however,
simply for want of room. ©See, for example, noticea to the
same in GM, XLVI (Mar., 1776), 124; GM, XLVI (June 1776),
2663 GM, XLVII (Apr. 1777), 1785 @M, XLVITI (July 1777), 31l4.
Even major features could suffer such a fate at times. See,
for example, G}, LII (1782). Cf. C. L. Carlson, op. cit.,
p. 104.

20 gM, XLV (Oct. 1775), [459). ©f. @M, XLIII (Dec.
1773), 602,

.
2L aM, YLIV (Peb. 1774), 67. CFf. @M, XLV (Dec. 1775),
5725 GM, XLVIII (Mar. 1778), [997.

22 wpreface", XXVI (1756). Cf. "Advertisement", GM,
L (1782), iii. |

23 gM, XLVI (Apr. 1776), 187. See also GM, LIIT
(Oct. 1783), 877 ff.; and S. Lutnick, op. cit., Pp. 142, 157,
207-208. Cf. GM, L (June 1780), 264.
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24 GM, XLIV (May 1774), 198. TFor the insecure posi-
tion of the debates see GM XLVII %Nov. 1777), 516. Cf. D.

D. Bddy, op. ¢it.; p. 2353 GM, XL (Dec. 1770), 5785 GM,
XLII (JU1§;T77?79 30%3 GM, XLVII (Oct. 1777), g4653
25 wpreface", GM, XXX (1760).

26 @, XLVII (May 1777), 237. Cf, GM, XLIX (Mar.
1779), 137; “Windex Indicatorius®, G, LV (1785), GM, XLIV
(Apr. 1774) 1843 and GM, XLVIII (July 1778), 326.- For a
genpral commpnt on ‘the eifect of timeliness among hook re-
viewers, see E. A. Bloom's SP article, op. cit., p. 549 T,

Cf. D. B. Keesey, op. cit., p. 16; C. D, Yosb, 0p. ¢it., De.
11, with fn.

2T wpreface", GM, XI (1741).

28 wpdvertisement", GM, LII (1782), ii. Cf. "Pre-
face", GM, XXVIII (1758).

29 @M, XLIX (Sept. 1779), 439. Cf. GM, XIIX (Aug.
1779), 393; Windex Indicatorius®, GM, LV (1785), vi.

30 gee gM, XLV (May 177;%, 234. Cf. GM, XLIIT (May
1773), 212; and GM, L (June 1780), 281.

31 gm, v (Oct. 1735), [[6]16.

32 @, XLIX (Apr. 1779), 192. Cf. Henry's letter to
S. FPegge, quoted in J. M. Kuist, op. cit.; p. 86.

35 @M, XLIV (June 1774), 248. Cf. GM, XLV (May 1775),
239; GM, XLVI (Nov. 1776), 500; GM, L (Supp. 1780), 604
"Tndex Indicatorins®, G, LV (17857, [1113 Cf. G, L (Apr.
1780), 169.

54 @M, XLIII (Peb. 1773), 66, square brackets. Of,
GM, XLVI (Mar. 1776), 1245 GM, XLVI (Nov. 1776), 523; GM,
SLVIT (Mar. 1777), 117.

35 wpreface™, G, LIV (1784), iv.

36 wpreface", GM, XLVIII (1778). Cf. "Preface", GM,
XXVIT (1757); “"PrefaceW, GM, XLIX (1779), and "Preface", GN,
LIV (1784), iv. TFor an ‘aSTute assessment of the Gordon Rlots,
see GM, L (Aug. 1780), 269. The Riots had occurred in June and
recelved some preliminary comment, but the delay between then
and the August issue definitely dlded the assessment. For fur-
ther discussion of the magazine's advantage over newspapers, gsee
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S. Lutnick, op. cit., p. 223 GM XLVIT (Oet. 1777), 5013
GM, XLVI (Mey L7767, 2315 C. Carlson, op. eit., pp. 62,
84, D. M, Clark, op. cit., p. ll, 5. Lutnick, op. cit., p. 9,

3T 3. M. Kuist, op. cit., p. 130 £.

38 gM, XLIX (Dec. 1779), 588, Cf. GM, XLI (Mar.
1771§9 1043 GM XLIT (Sept. 1772), 4143 GM,”XLVIT (Sept.
1777), 4223 GH, T (Nov. 1780), 508.

38 gee the first paragraph of that WAdvertisementh,
Appendix C. Cf. “Preface®, GM, XXX (1760). See also J. M.

KUiS't; EO!-:Q Ci'tiﬂ, Ppe 114’9 l(.Oe
40 gu, IV (1784), iv.
41 8, XLVIIT (May 1778), (195).

42 g, L (Supp. 1780, 604, Cf. C. L. Carlsonm,
0p, cit., Pp. 56-57, 90.

43 wpreface®, M, VII (1737). Cf. @M, V (Aug. 1735),
556, For a discussion “of poetry alterations, see ¢, L. Carle

son, op. cit., p. 229,

44 oM, XIVI (Jan. 1776), 20. Cf. GM, XLVI (Supp.
1771), 608,

45 au, XTII (Eab 1772), T5. Cf. GM, XLIIT (May
1773), 212; gg XILVI (hpr. 1776), 16%; GM, “¥1IX (Oc%. 1779)9
484, Often the editors will agk for oomplote materials in
order “"to judge of their merit“ ¢f. GM, XLII (Jan. 1772),
9; GM, XLVIT (Supp. 1777), 4363 @M, XLIX (Wov, 1779), 5303
GI, I1I, xxx, Sec also GH, XLVII (supp. 1777), 624 GM,
T (Juno 1760), 264. Cf. Windex Indicatorius", GM, LV (1785),
iv.

46 ¢, 1. Carlson, op. eit., p. 46.

4T gu, XLVITI (Apr. 1778), 152, CGf. GM, XII (June
1771), 248; GM, XLVI (Sept. 1776), 402. .

48 oM, XLVII §Nov. J??/%, 540-542, Compare the two
entries in G, XLVII (Jan. 1777 33%3=%5: and the several

ones in GM, “XLVITI (Apr. 1778), 182. See the "Preface',

GM, LIV TI784), iii, for an editorial statement on pollcy

for book reviewing. For further discussion see E. A. Bloom's
8P article, op. cit., 537-56%; D. E. Keesey, op. cit., pp.

T3 £f,, 171 ff.; J. M. Kuist, op. c¢it., p. 25; and R. D.
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Mayo, op. cit., p. 176 £f.

49 gM, X (May 1740), 250. OCf. GM, XLVIII (Dec.
1778), 588; GM, XLIV (June 1774), 248; GM, XLII (Sept. 1772),
4003 GM, XLVIT (Apr. 1777), 168; and "Index Indicatorius®,
GM, LV (1785), [iii].

50 wpreface", GM, LIT (1782). Cf. "Preface", GM,
XXTIT (1753).

51 @M, XLIV (Mar. 1774), 109, square brackets, Cf.
GM, XLIV (May 1774), 2003 GM, XLIX (Sept. 1779), 459; "Pre-
Tacet, GM XTI (1741).

52 wprerace", GM, XLIX (1779). Of. GM, VIII (Peb.
1738), [59)-61; end WPrafacet, GM, XXIII (1753). For fur—
ther discussion see the “Autobiography", Gil, CCI (Nov. 1856),
5353 G, L. Carlson, op. cit., pp. 87, 109,

55 @M, LLVII (Oct. 1777), 472-74. Cf. GM, XLVI (Mar.
1776), 133.

54 gM, XLV (Oct. 1775), 476. Gf. @M, XLVII (Sept.
1777), 4%3; and GM, L (Dec. 1780), 574-5; ¥, A. Bloom's
SP article, op. cite, p. 555 f.; Boswell's Life, I, 71; II,
5265 IV, 308, e

55 Wputobiography", GM, CCI (Dec. 1856), 668, Cf.
L. Hanson, Government and the Press (London, 1936), p. T79;
E. A. Bloom's SF article, op. cit., pp. 542, 550,

26 @M, XL (July 1770), 298. Cf. GM, X (May 1740),
2503 WpPrefaceh, g}}l, XX (1760)3 and E‘Eﬂ,s XLVT ('E‘eba 1776),
653 Illustrations, VIII, xi.

o7 @M, XLVII: (June 1777), 294. Cf. GM, XLII (Dec.
177239 55235 GM, XLIII (May 1773), 212; GM, XLVIIT (Supp.
1778), 625; T, A, Bloom's SP article, op, cit., p. 559, See
slso GM, XLVIII (Oct. 17787, 487; GM, XLIX (Oct. 1779), 483,

58 por background on this particular period gee: D.
Jarrett, Britain 1688-1815 (New York, 1965), pp. 281-88; D.
Marshall, Bighteenth Century Fngland (London, 1968), pp.
348-359, 400, 410-ll; Sir Lewls Namier and John Brooke, The
History of Parlisment: The House of Commonsg 1754~1790 (Lone-
don, 1964), I, ix, o/ff., 75 ff., 80 ff.; R. R. Rea, The
English Press in Politics 1760-1774 (Ldincoln, 1963%), pp. 174
1873 R. K. Webb, HModern kngland; from the Eighteenth Century
to0 the Pregent (New fork, 1068), pPp. 16 f., 8L M.
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59 gM, XXXIX (Feb. 1769), 65.

60 GM, XXXIX (Dec. 1769), [56%]. See H, S. Wood-
fall, ed., dunius's Letters (London, 1772), II, 29-56. Cf.
GM, XL (Aug. IT70), 3913 Gif, XL (July 1770), 298.

6L The letter appears in GM, XL (June 1771), [242].
"G « n% refers to Grafton. Junius himself considered that
Grafton letter to be his best work. See John Wade, ed.,
The Letters of Junius (London, 1907), I, 224. Appendix D
contains the letter fully quoted. The edition used for the
purposes of comparison and of completing the omitted por-
-tlons iS He Se WOOdf&ll'S, Dgn Citcy 119 182‘“1890

62 gee Chapter II, fn. 56, above., Inconsistencies,
however, do occur. Note "M - r% in paragraph four while
paragraph six contains "Murder®. The references to the let-
ter appear following in this study without footnotes unless
the addition of further information warrants the same.

63 The puncvuation also functions to sustain that
controle

CHAPTER IV

1 wpreface™, @M, XVIT (1747).

2 wpreface®, GM, XVIII (1748). Cf. GM, L (July 1780),
309; “Preface®, LIV (TI784), iv; and R. D. Mayo, op. cit., p.
162, See Charts I and II for a breakdown of contenis.

4. Aronson, “"The Anatcmy of Tastes A Note on
eighteenth~Century Periodical Literature®, MIN, LXI (1946),
228, ‘

4 Tvid,, p. 2%6. Cf. ibid., P. 234.

2 GM, I (Feb. 173%1), 55, an article from the Weekly
Register, February 6, 1731, titled "An Essay on Taste in
General®. See.A. Aronson, op. cit., p. 233,

6 "Preface", London Magazine, XL (London, 1771).
See R. D. Mayo, op. cit., pp. 183, 185-186,

7 ?or further discusiion see: Ian Watt, The Rise of
the Novel (Los Angeles, 1957), pp. 53-54; R. D. Mayo, op. cit.,
T. 1677 G. D. Yost, op. Cite, De 17 ’
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8 gM, XXIV (Mar. 1754), 128. Cf. C. L. Carlson,
op, cit., p. 60. See also "Preface", GM, XVII (1L747);
STetace", GM, XVIIL (1748); and “Preface®, @M, (1777).
Many readers lived in foreign countries. See "Preface',
GM, XXYIT (1753); GM, XLII (Dec. 1772), 552, (Holland);
G, XLiv (Mar. 17747, 124, (Spain); GM, XLII (Aug. 1772),
2565, (Wew Orelans)s GM, XL (Dec. 1770), 565, (Bengal, India).
¢f. R, D. Mayoy; op. ¢cit.s P 163 and C. D. Yost, op. cit.,
p. 11%.

9 wprefsce®, GM, XLVIII (1748). Cf. R. D. Mayo,
op. eit., p. 163,

10 wputobiography™, GH, CCI (July 1856), 4, Tor a
discussion of the legal definition of the term, “gentleman®,
gee W. A. P{hillips] and X {the Editors’]l, Bncyclopaedia Bri-
tannica, (1971), X, 112-113. Cf. Harold Nicholson, Good
Belhaviour (London, [1955]), p. 187. Nicholson examineés the
concept of gentleman as defined in English terms by Braith-
waite. Cf. W. Roberts's Bookworm article, op. ¢it., pp., 98~
99; C¢. L. Carlson, 0p. cit., p. 200.

1Ll wpreface", GM, LIV (1784), iii. Cf£. R. D. Mayo,
2;10 ci;lgc-y Pﬂ l62¢

12 see @M, XLVI %Dec. 1776), 5433 GM, XLIII (Peb.
1773;, 82-635 GM, XLVIIT (May 1778), 224~5; G, XLVIIT (Sept.
1778), 425-6,

13 wpreface", GM, XXII (1752). Cf. GM, XLIX (Sept.
1779), 452. :

Y4 ¢, 1. carlson, op. cit., p. 8. CFf. ibid., p. 563
E. A. Bloonts 8P article, op. cit., pp. 552=3. TFor further
discuassion of reasons for anonymity see James Kennedy, ed.,
Dicticrary of Anonymous and Pseudonymous English Literature
(Ifew Yorr, 19717, p. xi.

19 M, XLIII (Supp. 1773), 641-642. Cf. M, LVII
%Dec. 17¢7§, 10443 GM, LVIII (Feb. 1788), 1223 GM, LVIII
Jan. 1788), 3-4; and J. M. Kuist, op. cit., pp. 118-119,
For the editorial position in the eighties, see GM, LVIII
(Jan. Lies), 4, —

16 "Preface", GM, XLIX (1779). The problem of i-
dentlfying those writeT¥s is a difficult one. See GM, XLIX
(Jure L713), 318; GM, XLIX (May 1779), 261-2; GM, XLII (Sept.
17720y 400, C¢f, DV F. Bond, op. cit., p. 89; R. Haig, Ope

iy

cit.r ¥ 1875 gM, XLVI (July T776), 309. Identification,
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however, ig possible. For examples, sgee Minowr Lives, pp.
9-10; GM, VIII (Wov. 17%8); GI, III, lxxiv-lxxviii; GM,

LI (Nov. 1771), 499; Gif, XLT (Dec. 1771), 5463 GM, TLIII
(Nov. 1773), 571; GM, XTIII (Dec. 177%), 61%; GM, XLIV (Mar.
1774), 1363 gM, XLIX (Nov. 1779), 558; and IllUstrations,
VIII, x.

1T wpreface', GM, XXVI (1756).

18 wpreface", GM, LIV (1784), iii. Cf. J. M. Kuist,
0!.)& Cj.-toy Pe 1209

19 agu, XLVIIT (Apr. 1778), 183. Cf. C. D. Yost,
op. cit., 18; R. M, Wiles, "Middle~Class Literacy in
Lighteenth-Century England: Fresh Advice", in R. ¥, Brissen-
den, ed., Studies in the Eighteenth Century (Canberra, 1968),
PP. 49-65.

20 4. Aronson, 0p. cit., pP. 232,

2L g, XLVI (Dec. 1776), 543. CE. GM, XLVII (Sept.
1777) 5 433.

22 wprefacet, (M, XXIT (1752). Cf. "Preface", GM,
VIT (1737); "Preface®, (M, XLIIT (1743); “"Preface", GM, XV
(1745) 5 WPreface", GM, LXIV (1794), iv; GM, XL (Apr. L1775),
168. For examples oi contributors who were highly stationed
persons, see GIL, IIl, ix, fn.; GM, LII (Mar. 1782), 128; aQM,
XLVIIr (oct. L778), 4485 @M, XLVIII (Nov. 1778), 519. Cf,
“putobiography®, @M, CCI (Sept. 1856), [2677]; Illustrationsg,
VIII, xi; E. A. Bloom's book, op. cit., (Providence, 1957),
p. 693 C. L. Carlson, op. cit., pp. 168, 231, 237; and J. M,
Kuist, op. cit., p. 142. See also "Preface", GM, LIV (1784),
iii.

z
¥ “Preface®, @M, LIV (1784), iii. TFor a discussion
of the profession of enviquarian, see Minor Lives, p. [xv].

24 1or the serialized bio raphy of Pegge appearing
in the Gentleman's, see 1, LXVI %June 1796), 451-454;
(Aug.), 627-63%03 (0ct.), 803%-807; (Nov.), 891-895; (Dec.),
979-98235 (Supp.), 1081-1085. Cf. LA, VI, 224-259; DNB;
Minor Lives, pp. [127]-147; J. M. Kuist, op. cit., P. 172.

25 An examination of the list of contributions at
the end of the biography in the Gentleman's reveals that he
signed some of his works: anonymously; using his own name,
Samuel or S. Pegge; arranged the letters of his name into an
anagram to form a new identity, Paul or P. Gemsege; used the
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first letters of The Rector of Whittington, his professional
position, to obtain yet another personality, *T., Row"; em-
ployed different arrangements of the first and last letters
of his names to disgulse himself further ag "3.P.%, ¥pP,S.%,,
"p.G.", "P.E.NY, Y. P.", or "L.E."; finally, adopted pseuvdo-
nyms such as "Vicarius Cantianus®, "Portius", "Senex", "L.
Echard®, "A Ploughist®, and others. Significantly, what ap-
pears to be many correspondents is in fact in his case only
one. If this is true of others, as it is, one concludes,
therefore, that the magazine was more the domain of a com-
paratively smaller number of correspondents than of a great
many persons, a fact that tended to unify ideas and interests
even more,

26 See Henry's letter to Pegge, quoted in J. M. Kuist,
op. cit., pp. 84-86,

2T The editors came to refer to materials from cor-
respondents as "letters to the editor®. See GM, XLIV (Nov.
1L774), 512,

28 @M, ¥LIL (Dec. 1772), 552. Tor examples of cor-
rectlons from correspondents, see GM, XLIT (Sept. 1772), 4163
GM, XLIX (Mar. 1779), 1375 and GM, XLIX (July 1779), 354.

29 For further discussion see J. M. Kuist, op. cit.,
pp. 111 ff., 142, 261, 278, 344.

30 "Prefacet, GM, XXVII (1737). Cf. "Preface", GM,
XVIITI (1748); and "Preface®, GM, XIX (1749). See also J. M.
Kuist, op. cit., p. 344. Editorial gratitude was profuse.
See GM, £ (HMay 1740), 250; "Preface", GM, XXVI (1756); "Pre-
faceW, GM, XXVIXI (1758); and "Preface™, GM, XLVIII (1778).

31 wpreface", GM, LXIV (1794), iv. OCf. GM, X (May
1740), 250. |

2 wpreface®, GM, LXVII (1777). See also GM, XLIIT
(Jan. 1773), 18; @M, XTIX (Sept. 1779), 472. Cf. "Preface",
GM, XVIXT (1748); "Preface™, GM, XLVII (1777); Minor Lives,
p. Xi.

55 gM, XLVIII éJan. 1778), 16, Cf. @M, XLI (Apr.
1771), 1525 and GM, L (Dec. 1780), 561. Sometimes the edi-
tors passed on or sponsored notes advising or asking for co-
operation. See G, XLVII (July 1777), 304; GM, XLVII (Aug.
1777), 389; G, ¥LVIII (Jan. 1778), 163 G, XLVIIT (Feb. 1778),
775 G, XLVITL (Mar. 1778), 125. See also @M, XLII (June
17727, 3753 GM, XLVII (July 1777), 338; GM, L (June 1780), 272,
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34 wpreface", @M, XII (1742), iv. Cf. "Preface",
GM, LIV (1784), iiis E. A. Bloom's SP article, op, cit.,
P. 553, fn. 27. See also GM, XLVIIT (Feb. 17787, 64; GM,
XLVIII (Sept. 1778), 400.

35 por examples representative of the various aspects
of solicitation, see GM, XL (Sept. 1770), [455]; GM, XLVI
gAug, 1776), 357; GM, XLVIII (Sept. 1778), 40035 GM, XLIX
Mar. 1779), 131; G, XLIX (Mar. 1779), 137; GM,” T (Apr.
1780), 187; &M, L (June 1780), 26435 Gi, L (June 1780), 264;
GM, L (Supp. L780), 605. Cf. "Preface", GM, XLVIT (1777);
GM, XLVIII (Mey 1778), 200.

36 wpreface®, GM, LIV (1784), iii.

37T @M, XXV (Jan. 1755), 37. Of. GI, III, xxxii-
xxxiii; GM,  XLVII (Nov. 1777), 5163 GM, L (Supp. 1780), 618,

38 @M, XLVI (July 1776), 31%. Gf. GM, XL (July 1770),
29215 GM, XLIX (Dec. 1779), 597; and "Preface", GM, LIV
1784), 1ii. Occasionally editorial responcz to suggestions
depended on economic considerations. See GM, XLII CMay 1772),
2085 GM, XLIV (Oct. 1774), 463; GM, L (Mar. 1780), 129.

39 see gM, L (July 1780), 337; GM, XLIV (Mar. 1774),
136, Cf. G. L, Garlson, op. cit., p. 169,

40 A. W. Hutton, op. cit., p, 666, Cf.
GM, XLTI (Apr. 1772), 1615 G, XLIV (July 1774), 328; and
T, M. Kuist, 0p. Cite, p. 111.

Al g, XL (Apr. 1770), 153,

42 g, XLIT (Peb. 1772), 59.

43 R, D. Mayo, op. cit., p. 322.

44 gM, XLVIII (Supp. 1778), 644. Cf. GM, XLIX (Mar.
1779), 128.

45 gM, L (June 1780), 264.

46 oM, XLT (Dec. 1771), 532, Cf. "Preface", G,
XXVII (175773 @M, XLI (June 1771), 248; GM, XLVI (Oct. 1776),
4485 @M, XLIX (May 1779), 225; "Index Indicatorius", GM, LV
(178577 [iii]) f£f. ' -

47 GM, XLVIII (Jen. 1778), 16. Cf. GM, XLIII (Mar.
1773), 123.
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48 wprefacet, GM, XXVI (1756). Cf. "Advertisement",
GM, LIT (1782), iij; "Preface", LXIV (1794), iv.

49 g, XLIIT (Peb. 1773), 71. Cf. GM, L (Aug. 1780),
3743 Illustrations, VIII, xi; C, L. Carlson, op. cite, P,
240; J. M. Kuist, op. cit., pp. 298, 307 ff.; Minor Lives,
p. 543 C. D. Yost, op. cit., p. 136,

50 wpreface", GM, XXV (1755).
51 wpreface", GM, XXV (1755).

52 Por authentic reader comment on general subjects
included in the magazine, see GM, XLI (Mar. 1771), 109; GM,
XLITI (Oct. 17733, 499; @M, XLVIII (Dec. 1773%), 581; GM,
XLVII (June 1777), 2663 Gi, XL (Jan. 1770), 385 GM, XTIV
(Apr. 1774), 16l GM, L (duly 1780%, %365 "Preface", (M,
KLIV (1784), ivy G, XL (Dec. 1770), 583; @M, L (Oct. 1780),
4603 GM, XLVII (MaY. 1777), 110; GH, XLVII (Aug. 1777), %65.

23 GM, XLIXL (Mar. 1779), 132. Cf. GH, XLVI (Mar.
1776), 1125 @M, XLVI (July 1776}, 309; @i, XLIX (Oct. 1779),
484, See also J. M. RKuist, op. cit., pp. 108-109, 344; and
¢, D. Yost, op. cit., p. 113.

>4 wpreface", GM, XLVII (1777).

55 Por further examples of complaints see “Prefacel,
GM, XLVIT (1777); "Preface", GM, LII (1782). Cf. GM, XLVI
Nov. 1776), 496; G, XLVII (Jan. 1777), 133 GM, XLVIII 2June
1778), 2473 GM, XLIX (Apr. 1779), 173. See also (M, XL (Aug.
1770), 3733 GIl, XLVII (July 1777), 322; and GM, L (Wov. 1780),
506. TFor complaints against the poetry section, see GM, IX
(Mar. 173%9), 157; "Preface", GM, XIX (1749); cf. C. L. Carl-
gon, 0p. cit., p. 2350. PFor complaints against editorial in-
accuracy, see GM, XLVIII (Feb, 1778), 88; GM, XLIV (June
1774%, 268, CF. “Preface®, GM, VII (1737)3 GM, XLIV (Oct.
1774‘ % 4630 ) E

56 gm, XLV (Aug. 1775), 365-366. See the whole let—
ter quoted in Appendix E.

T gy, XIVII (Dec. 1777), 569. Cf. 6M, I (Aug. 1731),
3193 GM, XLVII (Supp. 1777), 624.

58 wpreface", GM, XXII (1752). Cf. GM, XLIX (Feb.
1779), 92. TFor further discussion on the technique of in-
fluence see D. M. Clark, op. cit., p. 10 f.5; J. M, Kuist,
op. _cit., pp. 114, 138,
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29 ¥Preface®, @M, XIIT (1743). OCf. "Preface", GM,
XVIT (1747)3 "Preface", Gl1, XIX (1749); “Autobiography",
@M, CCII (Feb. 1857), 1575 and L. Henson, op. cit., p. 8l.
See also the "Preface", GM, XLVIIT (1778); "Preface", GM,

LIV (1784).

60 wpreface", GM, LXI (L1791), iii. Gf. "Preface",

GM, XXVIYL (1758); “Preface®, GM, XLIV (1774); "Preface",
GM, XLVII (1777) 5 “Preface', GM, ILX (1790), iii; "Preface",
GM, ¢ (1830), vy Illustrations, VIII, xi-xii; C. L. Carlson,
op. c¢it., p. 196. Readers shared similar views, See, for
example, GM, XLII (Sept. 1772), 404. Cf. G4, L (Oct. 1780),
486. Yet the editors were capable of perceptive criticism
especially of the political situation. For examples, see:
GM, XLV (Mar. 1775), 20, 3%05; GM, XLV (June 1775), 295; Gl1,
YLV (Aug. L775), 397, 4055 oM, XLV (Dec. 1775), 597; GM,
XLVI (May 1776), 22L; @M, XLVI (Sept. 1776), 47635 GM, XLVI
EDec. 1776), 5755 @M, XLVII (Nov. 1777), 549; GM, YLVIII
Sept. 1778), 413-14; GM, XLVIII (Qct. 1778), 489; GM, XLVIII
%Supp. 1778), 629-38; G, LI (Jan. 1780), 31-32; G, LI

July 1780), 3373 Gif, LIL (ren, 1782), 82-83; GM, LIII (Feb.
178339 145, 155, For jmportant discussion of press opinion
in general on the political climate in the eighteenth cen-
tury sees D. M. Clerk, op. c¢it.; S. Lutnick, op. cit.; R. R.
Rea, op. cit.; R. D. Spector, English Literary Periodicals
and the Climate of Opinion during the Seven Years' War (Hague,
Paris, 1966). See also HBir Lewig Namier, England in the Age
of the American Revolution (London, 19613; and J., Steven Wat-~
son, The Reign of George 111 1760-1815 (Oxford, 1960).

61 wpgvertisement®, GM, LII (1782), Gf. G, XLVI .
(Feb. 1776), 56, See also "Preface", &M, XIV (1754); "Pre-
face", GM, LIV (1784), iv; Illustrations, VIITI, xiis C. L.
Carlson, Op. cit., p. 164, lo7 f£f. Cf. GM, XL (Feb. 1770),
66; and G, XLLV (Jan. 1774), 8,

62 ponala A, Stauffer, The Art of Biography in
Bighteenth-Century lnglend (Princeton, 1941), 508. Using
the guldelines provided by James C. Johnston, Biography:
The Literature of Personality (New York, London, L1927]),
pp. xiii L., 285 fi., one finds biographical informstion
permeating the magazine. Cf. Mark Longacre, English Bio-
gravhy in the Bighteenth Century (Philadelphia, 1931), PP
A7 (=H12. :

63 wpreface", GM, XIT (L742), [iii]=iv. GCf. “Pre-
face", GM, LXIV (1794), iv; Minor Lives, [xvi-xvi; C. L.
Carlson, Op. ¢it., p. 1343 S. A. Burroughs, op. cit., pp.
1-3, 67, T80, ’ ’




133

64 GM, L (July 1780), 310° Cf. GM, T (June 1780),
26), GM, LIT (1782), iii; David Henry's Totter to Samuel
Pegge, quoted by J. M. KUISt, op. cit., p. 84. TFor a ful=-
ler discussion of prose fiction in the magazine, see R. D.
Mayo, op. cit., expecially pp. 9, 165~166, 180, Cf. C. L.
Carlson, op. cit., 127.

65 GM, XLVIIX (Wov. 1738), 600. Cf. “"Preface", GM,
LIV (1784)9 1v. TFor the type, quality and guantity of the
magazine's verse, see C. D. Yost, op. cit., especially pp.
7-8, 17, 31, %6, 50, 63, 98, 111, '%ﬁ}‘“?7 138 ff.3 and C.
L. Carlson, op. cit., pp. 203, 238«

66 wpreface", gM, LIV (1784), iv.

67 oM, XLVIT (June 1777), 294. Cf. "Preface", GM,
XXIV (1754)5 "Prefacet, G, LV (1785).

68 M, XL (Oct. 1770), 454. Tor other examples of
such direect a auvertlsln@ see GI1, XI éApr. 1741), 2155 G,
XXXV (May 1765), 230-1; GM, TXXVIT (Feb 1767), 865 GiT,
XLV (May 1775), 245-6; G, XLV (July 1775), 33%9; gL TiviI
(Mar. 1777), 154-63 QI1, XLVILI (oCm 1778), 464. “For fur-
ther discussion, sec “C. L. Carlson, op. cit., pp. 53, 229~
2%03 E. A. Bloom's P article, op. 01t,, Pp. 543, 556 5603
D. E. Keesey, 0p. cluag PP. 25, %3, 44, 90, 217 f.3 J. M.
Kuist, op. cit., PP Viii, L49, 258-259, 266 268, 344.

69 gM, XL (June 1770), 259. Cf. GM, XLII (Sept.
1772), 400.

70 @M, XL (Apr. 1771), 152.

1L @q, XLIV (Nov. 1774), 520. For other examples,
see GM, XL (Dec. 1770), 5845 GM, XLI (June 1771), 248; G,
XLT T“hly 1771), 2963 GM, XLVIT (June 1777), 294.

12 The problem of identifying editors'! work in the
magazine is similar to that of correspondents. See fn. 16
above. For E. Cave, see the "Autobiography", GM, CCII (Apr.
1857), 386. For examples of the use of styllstlc analysis
to identify authorship especially in the case of Samuel
Johmnson, see A. Sherbo, op, cit.; L. F. Powell, op. cit.;
and B. A. Bloom's book, op. cit., Appendix A, p. {249] ff.
Tor David Henry, see LA, 1II, “425; Boswell's Life, "Index",
VI, under “Henry, David“; GM, XLII (Mar. 1772), 104. Tor
Hawkeswortb, see D. D. BAdy, op. cit., espe01a11y PP. 224,
229, 234, 236. Cf. GM, L (May L780), 241-2; and GM, L (June
1780), 279. The editors often +took pains +to avoid having
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corregpondents use the same signature as others. See GM,
AL (June 1771), 248. Cf. the "Autobiography"', GM, CCIL
(Mar. 1857), 284 fn. f£., 287; D. D. Eddy, op. cif., p. 224.
For John Duncombe as "Crito", see GI, IIT, lxvij; Minor
Lives, p. 86. TFor Richard Gough, see GI, IIT, 1lxvij; GM,

L (hug. 1770), 3743 GM XLI (July 1771), 315-7. Yor John
Nichols, see LA, VI, %28; Minor Iives,p. 179. The ruse of
disgguise served basically as a means of exercising influence
without risking public censure.

75 pavia Henry was interested in the theory and
practice of agriculture and discussions of his work often
appeared in the magazine. See, for example, GM, XLI (Nov.
1771), 505-95 @M, XLI (Dec. 1771), 352=55, Cf. LA, ITI 424
fe5 do Mo Kuist, op. cite, pp. 110, 138.

7 p, B, Keesey, op. cit., p. 113. Cf. @M, XLIII
(June 1773), 286-90; J. M. Kuist, op. cit., pp. 28, 126 ff,,
13&3'@9 o

75 Tor examples of John Duncombe's works discussed
and criticized in the magazine, see @M, XLVIII (Mar. 1778),
1731-2. GM X¥LVIII (Apr. 1778), 176; GM, XLIV €Sept° L774)
431=-23 G, ¥0I (Nov. 1771), 488~90; GM, XLI (Dec. 1771),
535153773 G, XLIV (Peb. 1774), 83-5% GM, XLVIII (Jan. 1778),
375 GM XLVILIL (Apr. 1778), 1525 GM, L (Aug. 1780), 374; QM,
T (Mar. 1780), 120.

76 g1, 11T, 1xvi.

71 For g digcussion of Nichols attributes, see
Illustrations, VIII, vi-vil, ix-x, xviii, xx-xxi, xxiii-
¥xivs; Minor Lives, p. [@83]; J. M. Kuist, op. cit., p. 92,

78 Minor Lives, p. xxxil. For further discussion of
Nichols's friends, see GM, L (July 1780), 3%0-3; @M, L (Sept.
1780), 425-%0; Illustrations, VIII, xiii-xiv; Minor Lives,
pp. xviii, xxvii, 4, 243-244, 2456, I'275]; B. Hartts IMLA
article, op. c¢it.s, p. 393; and A. H. Smith, op. cit., p. 176,

79 see GM, XLIX (June 1779), 312~31%; GM, XLIX (July
1779), 362-3643 GM, XLIX (Aug. 1779), 453-457; G, XLIX
(Sept. 1779), 505-507; GM, XLIX (Oct. 1779), 549-552; @,
XLIX (Nov. 1779), 598-601. See also: LA, II, 550; Illustra-
tions, VIII, xiii; S. A. Burroughs, op. cit., p. 88. TYor
mnore information on Nichols's printing establishment see: E.
Hart's Bucknell Review article, op. cit., p. 233 ff.; and.
A. H, Smith, 0p. cit., especially p. 175.

80 mpe Bowyer press, which Nichols inherited in 1777,
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had been as far back as 1729 the Printer of the Votes of the
House of Commons, a contract held until 1939, a fact that
placed some restrictions on political comment under Nichols's
management of the magazine. See LA, T, 3925 III, 39-43. Cf.
A. H. Smith, op. cit., p. 1805 S. Lutnick, op. cit., p. T,

8l 111ustrations, VITI, xiii.

82 E. Hart's Bucknell Review article, op. cit., p.
2%58. For a disdainful comment on Nichols by Horace Walpole,
see Horace Walpole's Correspondence with William Mason, IT,
Volume 29 of the Yale Lidition of Horace Walpole's Correspon-—
denca (New Haven, 1955), 292,

83 gM, XLVIII (Sept. 1778), 409-412; GM, XLVIII
(Oct. 1778), 449-4565 GM, XLVIII (Nov. 1778), 513-516; GM,
XLVIII (Dec. 1778), 569=574. CfL. GM, ZLVIIT (July 17787,
%105 and GM, XLVIII (Aug. 1778), 344. That work grew over
the years into the multi-volumed Literary Anecdotes of the
Eighteenth Century and its continuation, [llustrations of
of the Literary History of the Bighteenth Cuntury. For fure
ther bibliographical details, see lllustrations, VIIL, xvi,
xx3 A. Dobson, op. cit., p. 2l35.

84 gM, XLVIII (Sept. 1778), 409.

85 The source of comparison is basically S. A.
Burroughs, 0p. cit..

85 @M, XLVIII (Oct. 1778), 454.

87 p. A. Stauffer, op. cit., p. 239, criticizes
Nichols's use of anecdotes. Cf. ibid., p. 491. See also
S. A. Burroughs, op. cites, pp. 26, 87, 254. Cf. C. R.
Tracy, Johnson and the Art of Anecdote", University of
Toronto Quarterly, XV (Oct. 1945), 86~92,

88 gm, XLVIII (Dec. 1778), 570.

89 wor exaﬁples, see the footnotes on Mr. William
Clarke, GM, XLVIII (Sept. 1778), 410, and the one on Robert
Jenkin, GM, XLVIII (Dec. 1778), 570.

. 90 GM, XLVIII (Dec. 1778), 572, TFor a discussion of
truth, its public and private aspects, in the presentation of
eighteenth-century magazine biography, see S. A. Burroughs,
op. citi, pp. 6, 11, 247, 262. Cf. B. Hart, in Minor Lives,
P. Xxille




GLOSSARY

Abridgment: A condensed version of a work of fiction, not
greatly reduced in scale. Most abridgments followed more
or less the author's own wording, and, therefore, attempted
to afford the same pleasures as the original. From R. D.
Mayo, op. cit., Glossary. He also says, p. 259, that: A~
bridgments were always intended to have interest in thenm-
selves, as imaginative works, at the same time that they
also figured as condensations of new books. GM, VIII
(Peb. 1738), 61, comments: “Argument is the Chief Object
of an Abridger." Cf. "Preface%, G, LII (1782); Boswell's
Life, T, 71; II, 226; IV, 308,

Articles: A literary composition forming materially a part of

a journal, magazine, encyclops dia or other collection,

but treating a specific topic distinctly and independently.
From the QOED. Tne "Preface", GM, XVI (1747), says: "They
justly expect that the articles in our Magazine should not
be such as may be gather'd from every stall, but new, ox

- curiouvs, relative to the design, and tending to general
information.®

Author:s 1. The first beginner or mover of any thing: he to
whom any thing owes its original. 2. The efficient; he
that effects or produces any thing. 3. The first writer
of any thing; distinct from the translator or compiler.
From Johnson's Dictionary. The "Advertisement", March,
1731, points out: *the Author will think himself oblig'd
to such FPersons who shall give him a true state of any
Transaction erroneously publish'd in the Papersh,

Compiler: & collector; one who forms a composition from
various authors. PFrom Johnson's Dictionary. See the
Preface®", GM, LXI (1791).

Edit: To prepare, set in order for publication. From John-
gson's Dictionary. Similar words are: to oversee, to direct,
o0 conduct, %o compile, to collate, to revise, to emend.

Editor: He that revises or prepares any work for publication.
From Johnson's Dictionary. One who prepares the literary
work of another person, or number of persons for publica-
tion, by selecting, revising and arranging the material;
One who conducts a newspaper publication. From the QLD.
Similar words are: author, compiler. R. Haig, op. cit.,

136




137

defines the word thug: “the rname of the man responsible
for selecting and synthesizing®. The term makes an early
appearance in the "Preface", @M, XI (1741): "To render

this Variety the greater, we resolved to make our Collec-
tion more in Quantity than any other Editors.®

Epitomes A highly condensed summary of a work of fiction, in=-

tended chiefly to acquaint readers with the fable of the
book. ¥From R. D. Mayo, op. cit. The "Preface", GM, XVII
(1757), says: "We have not extracted unconnected parts,
but have given an epitome of the whole."

Extracts & selection usually from & book in the form of a

direct quotation for the purpose of illustrating.

Essay: A loose sally of the mind; an irregular indigested

piece, not a regular and orderly composition. From John-
gon's Dictionary. A compogition of moderate length on
any particular subject or branch of a subject; originally
implying want of finish. . but now said of a composition
more or less elaborate in style, though limited in range.
From the 0ED.

Historical Miscellany: A type of migcellany that attempted

to record contemporary "history', by summarizing the news,
and keeping readers informed on parliamentary affairs, new
advances in science and learning, and contemporary opinion
on a broad front. From R. D. Mayo, op. cit.

Impartial: Equitable; free from regard to party, indifferent,

disinterested, equal in distribution of Justice; just. 1t
is used ss well of action as persons. Irom Johnson's Dic-
tionary. Not partial; not favouring one party or side
Bt ar s i . . . ! .

more than another; unprejudiced, unbiased, fair, just,
equitable. From the OED with an example from Junius's
‘Letter No. XXXV, 1769% UTheir sovereign, if not favourable
to their cause, at least was impartial."

Journals A daily newspaper or other publication; hence, by

extensions Any periodical publication containing news or
dealing with matters of current interest in any particular
sphere. TFrom the OED. Nichols, GI, III, xxxvii, quotes
Johnson as saying: "] think the ihsertion of the exact
dates of the most important events, in the margin, or of
80 many events as may enable the reader to regulate the
order of facts with exactness, the proper medium between
a Journal, which as regard only to time, and a History,
which ranges facts according to their dependence on each
other, and postpones or anticipates according to the con-



venience of narration.®

Magazines Of late this word has signified a miscellaneous
pamphlet from a periodical miscellany named the Gentle-
man's Magazine, by Edward Cave. From Johnson's Dictionary.
A periodical publication containing articles by various
writers; chiefly, a periodical publication intended for
general rather than learned or professional readers, con~-
sisting of a miscellany of critical and descriptive arti-
cles, essays, works of fiction. From tha OED. Cf. the
WAutobiography®, G, CCI (July 1856), 8.

Miscellany¢ Referring to a periodical; a serial collection
of writings on several subjects or in several manners, de-
slgned to amuse and inform a somewhat general audience of
readers. From R. D. Mayo, op. cit. In his study "It is
uged ex01u51ve1y to denote periodical publications like the
Gentleman's Journal, the Gentleman's Magazine. . .which
oifered a flexibnle combination of poems, stories, essays,
letters, and informational articles, some original, sone
collected from outside sources, or translated from foreign
literature. Because of the dominant position of the Gonm
tleman's Magazine among eighteenth-century serial publica-~
tions, the term magazine was frequently synonymous with
migcellany."

Periodical: The periodical is usually a series of numbered
and dated issues produced under a continuing title on a
definite frequency for an indefinite period. It differs
from a collection of related pamphlets or allied books
in its very periodicity, and from its older, often mer-
curial, brother-in-print the newspaper in that the lat-
ter is more concerned with momentary matters and proceeds
on a less leisurely course. The periodical is a publish-
ing enterprise vwith editorial problems of contents and
methods and deadlines, with business problems of produc-
tion and circulation and solvency. Bvery issuve of a peri-
odical is a unit in serialization subject to the limita-
tions and challenges of date, length, format, audience,
purpose, material, techniques, editorship, authorship,
and temper of the time; each number is a part of a whole.
From Richmond P. Bond, Studies in the Farly English Perio-
dical (Chapel Hill, [1957_])9 p. {57

Policy: In reference 1o conduct or action generally: Prudent,
expedient, or advantageous procedure; prudent or politic
course of action; also as a quality of the agent; sagacity,
shrewdness, artfulness. From the OED. The editors of the
Gentleman's generally used the words, "plan" or “method"
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to refer to their policy.

Publisher: One who puts out a book to the world. From John-

. son's Dictionary. The OED terms that definition rare now.
They do, however, give this quotation from Dyche and Par-
don, 1740: Publisher. . .among the Book-sellers, is one
that has his name put at the bottom of pamphlets, news-
papers. . .though the property is in another person, to
whom he is accountable for the sale. . . .

Review: A form of surrogate magazine fiction, very popular
in the miscellanies, consisting of a summary of a new
work of fiction, "specimens", and a few critical com-
ments. . . . The “review is distinguished from the epi-
tome in being prefaced with a bibliographical citation
giving the title of the work, its publisher and price.
Prom R. D. Mayo, op. cit.
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1732
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1756
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1766

1769 -

1770

1771
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APPENDIX A

LIST OF SELECTED DATES

Founding of the Gentleman's Magazine by Edward Cave.

Founding of the London Magazine.

FPounding of the Monthly Review by Ralph Griffiths.

January 10 - Death of Edward Cave (b. 1691). David
Henry and Richard Cave take over the management of
the magazine.

January L - One-twelfth share of the Gentleman's
sold to F. Newbery via Benjamin Collins. 3See C.
Wels:h, OQO Qii:"w 3 Ppo 84—‘”‘850

Founding of the Critical Review,

The Book Review section becomes a regular feature in
the April issue of the magazine under the guidance
of Dr. John Hawkesworth.

Death of Mr. Richard Cave, nephew of Edward. David
Henry relinquishes the actual profession of a Print-
er and assigns others to print the magazine for him,

Saturday, January 2 - The first letter signed Junius
is printed in the Public Advertiser,

The editors resume the publication of the debates in
Parliament as a regular feature. In 1772 they openly
entitle them “the Debates in Parliament®. By 17837,
the practice of printing the names of the speakers
with blanks and dashes is entirely dropped.

FPebruary and March - The House of Commons orders eight
printers to attend at the bar on a charge of breach
of privilege, in publishing reports of debates.

December ~ David Bond becomes the sole prlnter of the
Gentleman's until June of 1778.

The Complete English Farmer published. (Written anon-
ymously by David Henry.) oee GM, XLI (Nov. 1771), 505-9.

140
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The Rev. John Duncombe becomes the major book re-
viewer, a position he is to hold until his death in
1786. $See GI, ITL, lxxii.

1775 = 178% = The American Revolution.

1778 -~ The Brief Memoirs of Mr. Bowyer, written by John Ni-
chols and privately circulated.
August - John Nichols buys into the Gentleman's and
begins his important role with it. See LA, VI, 628,

1780 - June 8 - Francis, nephew to John, Newbery dies. His
wife, Elizabeth, carries on the business,
Gordon Riots.
September ~ D. Bond's lease of the gate expires. OSee
Priendship, pe. 6o

178l = The printing of the magazine entirely removed to Ci-
cero's Head, the site of John Nichols's printing
establishment.

1783 = The magazine expands in length to two yearly bound
volumes.

1786 = May 7 = A fire in Ludgate Street consumes Mrs, Hew-
bery's shop.

1791 - David Henry formally turns over to John Nichols the
"whole and entire managemb! of the Gentleman's. See
Minor Lives, p. 2%4.

1792 - Death of David Henry (b. 1709). Nichols becomes sole-
ly responsible for the magazine.

1808 - Pebruary 8 - Flre destroyed the printing establishment
of John Nichols,

1826 - Death of John Nichols (b. Feb. 2, 1744/5).

1868 - A radical change in editorial policy leads to a fur-
ther decline in prosperity.

1907 - The magazine becomes a title only.



NOTE ON DATING

hesterfieldts Act® (24 Geo., II, ¢, 23.) passed
Parlisment in March 1751. It enacted that the following
" first of Janvary should be the first day of 1752 and that
the second of September 1752 should be followed by September
14, 1752. Previous to that act, Great Britain and Ireland
had legally reckoned the beginning of the new year as the
25th March (Lady's Day - the Feast of the Annunciation).

That Act did not significantly affect the Gentleman's for

the magazine followed the general practice of most of the
nation in referring to Januwary lst as the change in the new
year. Thus the editors thoughtAof the periodical's first
issue as Januvary, 1731 (New Style) as opposed to 1730 (0ld
Style). New Style had freguently been used as early as the
latter part of the seventeenth century in England although
the continent had used the newer systeﬁ earlier., In refer-
ence %o the list of selected dates above, all appear in New
Style unless otherwise indicated. See C. R. Cheney, Hand-

book of Dates for Students of English History (1955).

N
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APPENDIX B*

Advertisement in the Unlversal Spectator
for

Januvary 30, 1731

In a few Days will be Publish'd, Number 1
for January, 1731
The Gentleman's Magazine: or Trader's Monthly
Intelligencer: Being a Collection of
Matters of Information and Amusement: Come~

-

priz'd under the following Heads, viz.

Publick Affairs, Foreign and Domestick,
Births, Marriages, and Deaths of Enminent Persons,
Preferments, Bececlesiastical and Civil.

Prices of Goods, Grain and Stocks,
Bankrupts declar'd and Books Publish'd
Pieces of Humour and Poetry
Disputes in Politicks and Learning.

Lists of the Civil and Military Establishment.
And whatever is worth quoting from the
Numerous Papers of News and Entertainment, British
and Foreign; or shall be communicated

proper for Publication.
With Instructions in Gardening, and the Fairs for
February.

By Sylvanus Urban of Aldermanbury, Gent.
Prodesse et Delectare.

Printed for A. Dodd without Temple~Bar. Price 64,

*. Quoted by C. Lennart Carlson, The First Magazine (Prov1~
dence, 19%8), p. 30.
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APPENDIX C

"pAdvertisement®, reverse side of the title-page, March,
1731, issue of the Gentleman's Magazine,

ADVERTISEMEDNDID.

It has been unexceptionably advanced,; that a good
Abridegment of the Law is more intelligible than the Sta-
tutes at large; so a nice Model is as entertaining as the
Original, and a true Specimen as satisfactory as the whole
Parcel: This nay serve to illustrate the Reasonableness of
ovr present Undertaking, which in the Iirst place is to
give Monthly a View of all the Pieces of Wit, Humour, or
Intelligence, daily offer'd to the Publick in the News~
Papers, (which of late are so multiply'd; as to render it
impossible, unless a man makes it a business, to consult
them all) snd in the next place we shall join therewith
some other matters of Use or Amusement that will be com-
municated to us.

Upon calculating the Number of News-Papers, 'tis
found that (besides divers written Accounts) no less +than
200 Half-sheets per Month are thrown from the Press only
Tn London, and about as many printed elsewhere in the
Three Kingdoms; a considerable Part of which constantly
exhibit Essays on various Subjects for Entertalinment: and
all the rest, occasionally oblige their Readers with a-
greeable Pieces of Poetry, valuable Receipts in Physick,
Dissertations on Trade, Revolutions in Kingdoms, Secrets
in Art or Nature, Criticisms in Literaturc, Essays on
Government, and Proposals of Public Concern, communicated
to the World by Persons of Capacity thro' their Meanst so
that they are become the chief Channels of Amusement and
Intelligence. But then being only loose Papers, uncer=-
tainly scatter'd about, it often happens, that many things
deserving Attention, contained in them, are only seen by
Accident, and others not sufficiently publish'd or pre-
served .for universal Benefit and Information.

This Consideration has induced several Gentlemen to
promote a Monthly Collection, to treasure up, as in a Maga-
zine, the most remarkable Pieces on the Subjects above-men—
tion'td, or at least impartial Abridgments thereof, as a
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Method much better calculated to preserve those Things
that are curious, than that of {transcribing.

In pursuance whereof, and the Encouragement already
given, this Work will be continued, shall appear earlier,
and contain more than former Monthly Bocks of the same Price,

As all possible Care will be taken to avoid the
Mistakes incident to undertakings of this kind, so the
Author will think himself oblig'd to such Persons who
ghall give him a trve state of any Transaction erroneously
publish'd in the Papers, or ghall please to communicate
any Pieces of Wit or Entertainment proper to be inserted;
directing for him at the British Coffee~house in Finch
Lane, near the Royal Exchange, or that at St. John's Gate,
Clerkenwell.

The "Advertisement" avpears from all available evi-
dence to be the original for March, 1731. See W. B. Todd,
A Bibliographical Account of The Gentleman's Magazine,
1731=-1754%, 8B, XVIII (1965), 81-93, The passage appears
originally in italics with the underlined portions in
Roman type. A comparison between the "Advertisementh
quoted here and the "Preface", GM, I (1731) reveals changes,
for example, in wording, punctuation and capitalization.




APPENDIX D

WIJUNIUS's Letter to his Grace the Duke of GEyaftQ]N.“

Gentleman's Magazine, XLI (June 1771), [242].

My Lord,

The profound respect I bear to the gracious Prince
who governs this country with no less honour to himself
than satisfaction to his subjects, and who regtores you %o
rgnk under his standard, will save you from a multitude of
reproaches, [The attention I should have paid to your
failings is involuntarily attracted to the hand. that re-
wards them; and though I am not so partial to the royal
judgment as to affirm that the favour of a king can remove
mountains of infamy, it serves to lessen at least, for un-
doubtedly it divides, the burden. While I remember how
much is duvue to his sacred character, I cannot, with any
decent appearance of propriety, call you the meanest and
the bagest fellow in the kingdom. I protest, my Lord, I
do not think you so. You will have a dangerous rival in
that kind of fame to which you have hitherto so happily
directed your ambition, as long as there is one man living
who thinks you worthy of his confidence, and fit to be
trusted with any share in his government.)

I confess you have great intrinsic merit; but take
care you 40 not value 1t too highly. Consider how much of
it would have been lost to the world, if the K - had not
graciously affixed his stamp, and given it currency among
his subjects. If it be true that a virtuous man, struggling
with adversity, be a scene worthy of the Gods, the glorious
contention, between you and the best of Princes, deserves
an audience equally respectable. [I think I already see
other gods rising to behold it.])

But this language is too mild for the occasion.
The K - 1is determined, that our abilities shall not be
lost to society. The perpetration and description of new
crimes will find employment for us both. My Lord, if the
persons, wWho have been loudest in their professions of
patriotism, had done their duty to the public with the
same zeal and perseverance that I did, I will not assert
that Govermment would have recovered its dignity, but at
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least our gracious § - n must have spared his subjects this
lagt insult, which, if there be any feeling left{ among us,
they will resent more than even the real injuries they re-
ceived from every measure of your Grace's Administration.
In vain would he have looked round him for another charac-
ter so consummate as yours. Lord M - d shrinks from his
principles; - his ideas of Government perhaps go farther
than your own, but his heart disgraces the theory of his
understanding. - C - F - x is yet in blossom; and as for
Mr. W - rb -~ e, there is something about him which even
treachery cannot trust. For the present therefore, the
best of Princes must have contented himself with Lord S - h.
- You would long since have received your final dismission
and reward; and I, my Lord, who do not esteem you the more
for the high office you possess, would willingly have fol-
lowed you to your retirement. There is surely something
singularly benevolent in the character of our $ ~ n. From
the moment he ascended the Throne, there is no crime of
which human nature is capable (and I call upon the Record-
er to witness it) that has not appeared venial in his
gight. With any other Prince, the shameful desertion of
him, in the midst of that distress, which you alone had
created, - in the very crisis of danger, when he fancied
he saw the Throne already surrounded by men of virtue and
abilities, would have outweighed the memory of all your
former services. But his M - y is full of justice and
understands the doctrine of compensations. He remembers
with gratitude how soon you had accommodated your morals
to the necessities of his service; = how chearfully you
had abandoned the engagements of private friendship and re-
nounced the most solemn professions to the public. The
sacrifice of Lord C - m was not lost upon him. Even the
cowardice and perfidy of deserting him may have done you
ne disservice in his esteem. The instance was painful,
but the principle might please.

You did not neglect the Magistrate, while you
flattered the Han. The expulsion of Mr. Wilkes predeter-
mined in the Cabinet; - the power of depriving the subject
of his Birthright attributed to a resolution of one branch
of the Legislature; ~ the Constitution impudently invaded
by the H = of C = 83 - the right of defending it trea-
cherously renounced by the H - of I, - ds: -~ These are the
strokes, my Lord, which in the present reign, recommend to
office, and constitute a Minister. {They would have de-
termined your sovereign's Jjudgment if they had made no im-
pression upon his heart.j We need not look for any other
species of merit to account for the K -~ g's taking the
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egrliest opportunity to recall you to his councils. Yet
you have other merit in abundance. - Mr. Hine, - the Duke
of Portland, - and Mr. Yorke. = Breach of Trust, Robbhery,
and M - r. You would think it a compliment to your gal-
lantry, if I added Rape to the catalogue; - but the stile
of your amours secures you from resistance. I know how
well these several charges have been defended. 1In the
first instance, the Breach of trust is supposed to have
been its own reward. Mr. Bwadshaw affirms upon his honour
(and so may the gifts of smiling never depart from him!)
that you reserved no part of Mr, Hine's purchase money for
your own use, but that every shilling of it was scrupu-
lously paid to Governor Burgoyne. = Make haste, my Lords

- another patent, applied in time, may keep the O0AKS in
you fsic] family. - If not, Blrnhdm Wood, I fear, must
come to the Macaroni.

The Duke of Portland was in life your earliest
friend. In defence of his property he had nothing to
plead; but equity against Sir James Lowther, and prescrip-
tion against the Crown. You felt for your friends; but
the law nmust take its course. Posterity will scarce be-
lieve that Lord B = e¢'s son-in-law had barely interest
enough at the Treasury to get his Grant compleated before
the General Election.

Enough has been said of that detestable transaction,
which ended in the death of Mr. Yorke. = I cannot speak of
it without horror and compassion. - To excuse yourself,
you publicly impeach your accomplice, and to his mind per-
haps the accusation may be flattery. But in Murder you
are both principals. It was once a question of emulation,
and 1f the event had not disappointed the immediate schemes
of the closet, it might still have been a hopeful subject
of jest and merriment between you.]

This letter, my Lord, is only a preface to ny
future correspondence. The remainder of the summer shsll
be dedicated to your amusement. For I mean now and then
to relieve the severity of your morning studies, and to
prepare you for the business of the day. [Without pretend-
ing to more than Mr. Bradshaw's sincerity, you may rely
upon my attachment as long as you are in office,]

Will your Grace forgive me, if I venture to express
some anxiety for a man, whom I know you do not love? My
Lord W - h has cowardice to plead, and a desertion of a
later date than your own. You know the Privy Seal was in-
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tended for himj; and if you consider the dignity of the post
he deserted; you will hardly think i1t decent to guarter him
upon Mr. Rigby. Yet he must have Bread, my Lord; - or ra-
ther, he must have Wine. If you deny him the cup, there
will be no keeping him within the pale of the Ministry.

JUNIUS

The passages 1in square brackets appear in the H. S.
Woodfall edition of Junius's Letters (London, 1772), II,

182-189. .



APPENDIX E

"Charges against the Editor stated and answered."
GM, XLV (dug. 1775), 365-6.

Mr. Urban,

I am sorry to see the Gentleman's Magazine made a vehicle
of Party ILies and Paragraphs fit only for the Public Ledger
or London Evening Post.

The Editors of the Gentleman's Magazine utterly
disclaim all party partialities whatever, and
never did, nor ever will, knowinely, make 1t the
Vehicle of Party Lies, or Party Paragraphs. Tt
is part of their plan to record the memorable
transactions of the times, and in doing that they
regard no party, but act indifferently by all.
Their commendation is without flattery, and theilr
censure without malignancy.

In p. %26 of your last Magazine, a charge is brought a-
gainst the King of settling an annuity of 501, a year on a
sallr* for his bravery in killing two savages and carrying
off a young lion from them wnich they had taken, and which
he has presented to his Hajesty. I have no doubt but that
this fact, is very grossly misrepresented.

The paragraph, on which the above charge is
founded, was not inserted in the Gentleman's
Magazine at all. Our Correspondent's motive

for giving occasion to the above charge, he

no doubt will explain. All we shall add, is,
that if the fact be true, and we have never

seen it contradicted, %he person who recommended
the soldier to his Majesty's notice must have
considered the action in a military light only,
and must totally have overlooked the criminality
of it in & moral sense. The killing two inno-
cent fellow-~creatures, unvrovoked, only to rob
them of the fruits of their ingenuity, can never

*[editorial] footnote Soldier it should have been written.
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surely be accounted meritorious in one who calls
himself a Christian. If it is not meritorious,
but the contrary, the murderer was a very impro-
per object Lo be recommended as worthy to be re-
warded by e humane and Christian King.

= With the same i1illiberal view of throwing an odium on the
King, a paragraph was inserted in the Gentleman's Magazine
of last March, p. 147, viz. That Lord Balmerino, son of the
late Earl of Bslmerino, executed for being concerned in the
rebellion in 1745, was presented 1o the King, and very gra-
clously received.

- Now 1t 1is certain, as Mr. Watson has observed, page 316,
that the Earl of Balmerino left no son; but what of that?
The lye has had time to operate and probably spread by many
who may not be able or willing to contradict it.

By the above charge we may learn how differently
the relation of the same fact may strike diffey-
ent minds. The editor, at the time he inserted
the article, had no reason to doubt the truth of
it, and rather inserted it in compliment to his
Majesty's clemency in graciously encouraging re-
turning Loyalty, than with a view to throw an o-
dium for countenancing a Rebel's son. It is
known that the son of Lord Lovat is deservedly

g favourite. Why might not the son of Lord Bal-
merino have been the same, had he been ecuslly
loyal and equally brave! Be that as it may, the
ready insertion of Mr. Watson's informetion must
in the eye of impartiality clear us from the
charge of any intentional disrespect to his Ma-
- jesty.

In p. 3177; the indecent and inflammatory Remonstrance of
the Livery of London intended to be presented to the King
(I should rather say intended to be spread through America)
is given at full length, whilst the more mild and decent
Address of the Aldermen and Common-Council, which really
was presented, is totally omitted.

For both these FPetitions we could not f£find room in
the same Magazine. The former had preference only
as 1t was first in point of time.

-~ With regard to Mr. Strange the engraver's persecution, as
is called, p. 333, by the King and Lord Bute, I will leave
his own performance to speak for itself. -« Sure I am, that
many unprejudiced persons who have read all Mr. Strange's
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pamphlet have drawn very different conclusions even from his
own premises.

The Reviewer of Mr. Strange's pamphlet will,
without doubt, answer for himself. In the
mean btime, 1t 18 a question worth examining,
Whe ther men strongly prejudiced themselves are
not insensibly led to fancy prejudices in o-
thers that never did exist.

= The account of the shipwrights association, and quitting
the King'ts yards, p. 325, is set, if not in a false, at
least in a very unfair and imperfect light. A very dif-
ferent, and, I believe, a much more just account, was given
of thie “transaction in some of the papers. This surely
should have accompanied the other, and then readers migh%
have formed their own judgments.

Whenever an authentic account of the shipwrights
agssociation shall be commuricated to us, we shall
give it preference to every other subject. = If

we are imposed upon by false intelligence, we are
evey ready to expecse the error, and never suppress
the TRUTH, when 1t comes to our knowledge, to cove
er our own or our Correspondents mistakes.

- In June Magazine 4 pages are filled with an historical
account of an ancient picture at Windsor Castle, lately
engraved at the expence of the Society of Antiquarians.
This print has been advertised to be sold only at the
Society's house in Chancery-lane; but in the Gentleman's
Magazine for July, p. 338, it 1s said that this print is
not to be sold, hut avprooriated entirely to the use of

the members of WHi ROYAL SOCIETY, at whose expence 1t was
engraved. = This 1s but a sorry return for the pages that
were borroved from the last volume of the Society's tracts.

To this charge we plead guilty. We acknowledge
our fault in giving too easy credit to the in-
formation we received from memory only. But

nov that our Correspondent, who made the enguiry
and the public, are authentically informed by the
above remark, we hope the injury to the Soclety
is repaired by the best return we can make.
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