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NABOKOV ANDIJJA

Nabokov's artistic and moral self-indulgence..,'t-.

Brian Boyd.
Univer~ty of T9ronto, ~979

, " ..

Supervisor: Professor 'patricta, .tr\iCkmann

Ada has tended to hinder the study of N~ok~v's work

exceptional diffi~lty and b; its appear~ng :to ~onfirm suspici

By elucidating A thia. -'--'. ,

. thesis seeks not only to surmount the pbstacr~ of th~vel's diff~'

but also to.demonstrate the b;ok's artistic 'control, phiiosophic range

and m~raJ...!0rce, andat_jhe same -time to .chart Na.bo~oy' s reeurre?t l~ter~

-f' tacticsandi::6' analyze th~ 'nature' of his phi;losophy and his moral concerns.

Since i:0'a;ppreciate Ada it is necessary to.understand the fult

depth of Nabokov' s originality of artistic ~t~ategy and the cttallenge'ol
. . , .' ... .. \
his philosophical inquiry--and si~ly because neither of these ha3) been --.

,.

:

. .
understood before--the thesis co~~ences by.consi~ering the nature of
'. . , . . . '"

Naboko;' s style (C~pter 11 ; which concentrates on Ada) and his thought
- . . --~

(Chap~er 2, which draws on all his works) before e~ning each of the

, P~s of Ada in turn (c.~Ptefs )-9). Ada is see~ p~rtly in terms of the

differences between a first. reading, rereadings, and a "final" reading 9f

•
the nave~ but chiefly in terms of the ml.nute correlations of p~se or. ,

. • I

1ncident-~ofa delicacy and compl~xity'un~qualedin fiction-~which intensify. . . . . "

'S

the comedy and adventure of rereadings and establish the seriousness and
~

•the surprise qf a· final reading.
~ .. .

The. fi~st two chapters of ,the thesis examine how Nabokov's curiosity

alfout t~epo~ltiPr of ~~io:.~e.." in theunlv:.rs: Sha(.S h... strategies

and style and~ di~~cts his" :iiwestigat1ons· of' the n~ture of· space, time pnd
..~,

human CODsc,"ousness and of :the possibii1ties of forms of. consciousness, . . . ..
. ~yond the ,human •.• The ana~ysis of Ada, will reveal--quietly at first but

with increasltig resonance-·~the consistepcy of Nabokov' s ~deas of .
.' . .. ' . .

- .
I ~..



/.
consciousness and' yet the variety of'concerns these ideas touch upon:
. .
the infinity of sensation and emotion and thou~ht within the finitude of

human existence;
. . .

the mysterious possibility of a transmutation of mortal
, . .

-
consciousness into some st~te!of timelessnezs; the even more mysterious

possl~ili:y: of consci~~sf~ in:ihe U?iverse; the de~and,s_ofmf·

responsibiUty that are inevitably bound up with the privilege of'

Consciousness.
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the main favo~ I ask of the serious cr;tiC~·
is s'ufficient erceptiveness tq understand that
whatever term or trope I lise,' 1IlY purpose is not
t,o be facetio, sly flashy or grotesquely obscure
but to expres~ what I feel and think with the
utmost- truth~ulness and perception.

I -
i --Nabokov, in response to a question
r on the critical reaction to ~_

\
\.
\

...

\
,.

i',

. '5

,
,
'J

r

\ \



• •

,i
•f.

CONTENTS J~
.~ ~

'L. r---- I'
: .j.

ABBREVIATIONS vii •~ :

~
I
•A NOTE ON TEXTS x I

i
.!
i

/ INTRODUCTION 1
i.,

1. NABOKOV AND THE READER 15

l. Independence and the Absence of -Inertia .. 32
2. Pat~ern ,and ,Recurrence 56
3. Resistance and Solution 88

II • NABOKOV AND THE WORLD III

l. . Space ll? ..
2. Time 118

7 3. Consciousness 132 I

4. Beyond 143

III. PROLOGUE 191

l. Pt.l Ch.l ( 194
2. Pt.l'Ch.2 222

I
3. Pt.l Ch.3, 247

IV. ARDIS 266 !
l. The Charm of Ardis 266 I
2. Ardis ·the Firs t 274

,
3. Ardis the Second 294
4. The End of Part 1 322

i

Jy. SEPARATION 326

l. , Separation and the "Antithetic" Response 326----.
2. The Discord of Separation: Pt.l Ch.28 336
3. Lette~s 349

~ 4. Other Occupations 353
5. Other Women 356
6. Villa' Venus '\ 366

'.

'.
I'

iv f-



))

" \ . ,

\ "'-
'. '\

J'

VI . LUCETTE---"

1. Lucette the Pe t
2~ Lu~ette the Vi gin and Martyr'
3. -'Lucette or· Luc Ie
4.' Pictures'

385

385
~ 389

405
412.

"~

BIBLIOGRAPHY

:.

I
I.
i
I

\,
l

1
~

I ,

1
I

.... ~
,. ---,

I

, '

" .. !

437

437
442
475
505
518

553

553
565
579
594

682

607

607
610
624

.638
652

o •

Images

,.

Lucette, Demon, and Aqua
Injurious~Desire: Ardis and Its
Ardent Violence: Ou~side A~dis
Looking On
Adultery .

Aging'Together
Outside Influence
The Desi~ of' Time
The World oj the Novel
Dying T6gether

/

.I

LUCETTE ANn OTHERS

THE TEXTURE OF TIME

1. Direction and Texture
2.. The Texture ~f Time
°3. Morning
4. A Mermaid's Message

l.
2.
3.
4.

• '5 ;-

VII.

VIII.

" IX. ENDING

1.­
2.
3.
4.
5.

...

/

v



-.

/

ILLUSTRATIONS

, .
following page

PLATE 1

a) Aleksandr Notb~k, "'Tatiana pishet pis'mo" ("Tatiana
writes her letter"),' 1829

b) ,Parmigianino, sketch for fresco of Adam, S. Maria della
Steccata, Parma (Uffizi)

~) Parmigianino, fresco of Adam~ S. Maria della Steccata

-----'----~-d) -----parmigianino, freacoof Eve, S. Maria della Steccata

PLATE 2

a) Tomb of Nakht, Thebes" 1420 B~'C.

241

374 •

j~

I

\

b)

c),

Superb bird" of

Vrubel', Demon

paradise (Lophorina

poverzhenoiy (Demon....: -

superba)

downcast), 1902

•

pLATE 3
'r·t,

a) Tou1ous'a~Laut~ec, 'Le Divfin Japonais, 1892-1893
.i··-

b), Vrube1', Go1ova'Demona (Head of Demon), 1890-1891

C'
'PLATE 4

Advertisement for Barton & Guestier wines, New Yorker, t965

_-,,.",1:',_

~I.
")j
-f#

..

414

415

vi

..



,.' .

c'

\

.. t

",
....~ .

1':-

ABBREVIATIONS
tI

All works by Yladimir Nabokov unless otherwise stated•.. For full
','

details see Bibliography.
·.60..·.

...

...
Ada

BS

Ada·or Ardor: A Family Chronicle. New York:' McGraw~Hil1,
.1969, and Londoh: Weidenfeld and Nicolson j 1969, 589 ,pp .

Bend Sinister. 'New York: Henry Holt, 1~47.

BSI ·.Introduction to Bend Sinister. New York: Time, Inc., 1964.

CE Conclusive E:vi.dence: A Memoir. New York: Harper, 1951.
(See also DB, SM.) .
, --, '\f

Darkb100m "Notes to Ada by Vivian;'Darkbloom," in Ada or Ardor: A
Family ,Chronicle. Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin, 1970.

. ,

DB

Def~nse

. Despair

., ·DS

EO

Drugie Berega. NewY~rk~ Chekhov Publishing House, 1954.. '(See also CE, SM.)

The Defense.. New York: Putnam's, '1964.

ne\.g~ir•.• ,,New York: Putu::m~~,' 1966 •

Details of a Sunset and Other Stories. New York: McGraw­•',' Hill, 1976,.

The Eye.~ New York: Phaedra, 1965.

Eugene Onegin, by Aleksandr Pushkin, trans. with commentary
by Vladimir Nabokov. Rev. ed. 4 vols. Princeton: Princeton
Univ. Press, 1975.

Gift--.
HT

""

IB

KQK,

"

The Gift. "ew York: Putnam's, 1963.
Q '

A Hero of Our Time, by Mihail Lermontov, trans. and ed.
Vladimir Nabokov with Dmitri 'Nabokov. Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, .1958y ",' , b

Invitation to a Beheading. New York: Putnam's,1959.

King, Queen, Knave.":,"'New York: McGraw-Hill, 1968.

Vii

,-'



__' c'

LATH
.

Look at the Harlequins!. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1974.

LD Laughter in-the Dark. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrf11, 1938.

( .

.\S
Ann-' ."

"
Pale Fire. New York: Putnam's"1962.

.
Niko1aLGo.SoL, .Norfo1k; Conn.: New Directions, 1944.

NabokovJ s Doz'en. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubieday, 1958.

Lolita. New York: Putnam's, 1958.
.

Lolita: A Screenp1ay;.. New, YO,rk: McGraw-Hill, 1974'.

Pnin. Garden City, N.Y.: Doub1e.day ,1957.

~'. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1970_

~ ,

Poems and Problems. New York: ~GEW-Hill, 1970.

-Carl It. Proffer. ,"Ada as Wonderland: A Glossary of Allusions
to R'ussian Literature,. ~' In Proffer. ed., 'A Book of Things
abotit Vladimir Nabokov. Ann .Arbor, ,Mich.: Ardis, ,1974.

"·--..Bobbie Ann Mason.' -Nabokov' s -Garden: A Guide to" Ada--,; "
Arbor, Mich.: Ardis, 1974.

Lolita,

,
LS

~

Mason

ND

NG

PF

Pnin

PP

~ Proffer

RB

RLSK

siC--
...~

SM

so

TD

TT "
•c

, .

ft--=:

WI

'~ -
A ,Russian Beauty and Other Stories. New York: McGraw-Hi-l1,
1973.

.,
The Real Life of Sebastian Knight. Nbrf61k, Conn.: New
Directions, 1941.

,'~

J, •
The Song of Igor's C{:impaign, anonymous, trans., and ed.
Vladimir Nabokey. New York: Vintage, l:-j60 •

Speak, Memory: An Autobiography Revisited. New York:
Putnam's, 1~6 ~ (See also CE, DB.)

Strong Opinions. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1973.

Tyrants Destroyed and Other Stories. New York: McGraw-Hill,
1975.

Transparent Things'. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1972.

James Joyce. Ulysses. New York: Modern Library, 1934.
,6-

The Waltz Invention. New York:' Phaedra, 1966.

.. ......-.,
, ~ "._: t'"," viii














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































