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NABOKOV ANDIJJA

Nabokov's artistic and moral self-indulgence..,'t-.

Brian Boyd.
Univer~ty of T9ronto, ~979

, " ..

Supervisor: Professor 'patricta, .tr\iCkmann

Ada has tended to hinder the study of N~ok~v's work

exceptional diffi~lty and b; its appear~ng :to ~onfirm suspici

By elucidating A thia. -'--'. ,

. thesis seeks not only to surmount the pbstacr~ of th~vel's diff~'

but also to.demonstrate the b;ok's artistic 'control, phiiosophic range

and m~raJ...!0rce, andat_jhe same -time to .chart Na.bo~oy' s reeurre?t l~ter~

-f' tacticsandi::6' analyze th~ 'nature' of his phi;losophy and his moral concerns.

Since i:0'a;ppreciate Ada it is necessary to.understand the fult

depth of Nabokov' s originality of artistic ~t~ategy and the cttallenge'ol
. . , .' ... .. \
his philosophical inquiry--and si~ly because neither of these ha3) been --.

,.

:

. .
understood before--the thesis co~~ences by.consi~ering the nature of
'. . , . . . '"

Naboko;' s style (C~pter 11 ; which concentrates on Ada) and his thought
- . . --~

(Chap~er 2, which draws on all his works) before e~ning each of the

, P~s of Ada in turn (c.~Ptefs )-9). Ada is see~ p~rtly in terms of the

differences between a first. reading, rereadings, and a "final" reading 9f

•
the nave~ but chiefly in terms of the ml.nute correlations of p~se or. ,

. • I

1ncident-~ofa delicacy and compl~xity'un~qualedin fiction-~which intensify. . . . . "

'S

the comedy and adventure of rereadings and establish the seriousness and
~

•the surprise qf a· final reading.
~ .. .

The. fi~st two chapters of ,the thesis examine how Nabokov's curiosity

alfout t~epo~ltiPr of ~~io:.~e.." in theunlv:.rs: Sha(.S h... strategies

and style and~ di~~cts his" :iiwestigat1ons· of' the n~ture of· space, time pnd
..~,

human CODsc,"ousness and of :the possibii1ties of forms of. consciousness, . . . ..
. ~yond the ,human •.• The ana~ysis of Ada, will reveal--quietly at first but

with increasltig resonance-·~the consistepcy of Nabokov' s ~deas of .
.' . .. ' . .

- .
I ~..



/.
consciousness and' yet the variety of'concerns these ideas touch upon:
. .
the infinity of sensation and emotion and thou~ht within the finitude of

human existence;
. . .

the mysterious possibility of a transmutation of mortal
, . .

-
consciousness into some st~te!of timelessnezs; the even more mysterious

possl~ili:y: of consci~~sf~ in:ihe U?iverse; the de~and,s_ofmf·

responsibiUty that are inevitably bound up with the privilege of'

Consciousness.
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the main favo~ I ask of the serious cr;tiC~·
is s'ufficient erceptiveness tq understand that
whatever term or trope I lise,' 1IlY purpose is not
t,o be facetio, sly flashy or grotesquely obscure
but to expres~ what I feel and think with the
utmost- truth~ulness and perception.

I -
i --Nabokov, in response to a question
r on the critical reaction to ~_
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