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This thesis traces Baptist beginnings and the growth of Baptist
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1884. Chapter X traces the effort of the Zastaern Baptists of
Camada to establish work in the NHorth-West to the time of the
founding of the Firet Paptist Church in Winnipeg in 1875,
Chaptey II descaxibes the organizational growth of the Baptist
churchaes in the Canadian Weat up to the time of the formation
of the Rad River Azaociation of Regular Baptist Chuxches in
1880. chapteyr ITY depicts continuing Baptist expansion Irom
1881 to 1884 when growth was influenced by the work of Prairie
College founded in 1880, the westward exbension of railroads
and the aconomic boom of 1381-?18,82. The f£inal chapter traces
the organizational struggle of Northwestern Baptists from 1880
to 1884 as declining Fastern interest, increasing American
support, and issues of Baptist pelity strongly affocted the
formation of the Baptist Convention of Manitceba and the Northe
West in July, 1884,
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PREFACE

Interast in writing a thesis about the baginnings of
Baptist Alife in Westexn Canada was evoked by the reading of
the recegt Janmsen Report entitled, New Ocg

FOY (ONYVORt:on I8 EE 11 o LA B A0
Misgion (19635). This report indicated that many sources and
documents were available for a studly of the histery of the
former “Baptist Union,” since 1966 the "Baptist Convention,*®
of Western Canada. B8ince the earliest sources were available
to me atithe Canadisn Baptiet Historical Collection, I chose
to study tha-factors that led te the formation of the first
Baptist Convemtion of the Horth-West in 1894. TR
Rev, Alexanday NcDouald, the £irst missionary to
Manitaoba, wrote many lettexs to the East describing his
ploneear work. In ome of these he made a statement to the
effect that the saed of truth lies hiddem in many places,
This chesis portrays some of the early truths that Baptists
fmplanted within their organization as they struggled for
existence on the expanding western fremtier, This styuggle
is still with us today, The Jansscn Report sptly warns us
that tharae is nothing sacred 2bout the Western Baptist
organisations. This thesis affirms that in the early period

o ¥
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of growth Baptists were contimually forced by mmvironmental
conditionz to change their organizational structure in ordex
to meet the expanding needs of the West. The recommendations
of Jangsen's study have baem accepted favourably across
Western Canada, In viewing the present scene and glancing
back at early Baptist history, it 48 obvious that the problem
of re~organization faced in the Report is not a new one. It
is one that Canadian Baptists will continually have to face
and solve within each generation if we are to have a meaninge
ful witness in today's world.

I wish to thank all those vho have made the writing
of this thesis possible, Professor G, P. Albaugh has offered
patient and constructive criticism and encouragement throughe-
out the research and writing of this paper. Dr. M. R, Hillmer
has sexved as second reader and made suggestions which have
strengthaned this paper. Miss Marget Meikelham, Librarian
of the Canadian Baptist Historical Collection, and her two
assistantew-iiiss Joan Olifant and Mrs. Donna Tweney--have
been most cooparative in making original scurces available.
Mrs. Kate Dankin of thae Map Libyrary of the McMaster
Department of Geography spent much time helping me £ind a
usable map for Appendix Ay and the Baptist Church at Emerson,
Manitoba, kindly consented to loan their early "Mimute Book”
for the years 1876 - 1890. Finally, I should give special
thanks to Mrs, Bonnie Hunter who not only typed the final
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copy of thiz thesis, but also assisted me in the proof
reading.

David W. Remus
McMaster Divinity College
April, 1967.
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CHAPTER I
MISBION TO CHURCH, 1869 - 1875

cgnadians usually associate the month of October,
1869 with the outbreak of the Riel Rebellion in the Red
River territory of Manitoba, But another significant event
was taking place at the same time in the same territory.
Canadian Baptists wero sending their first missionaries to
the Canadian NortheWest,

The purpose of this chapter of this thesis is to
sketch the rise of Canadian Baptist work in the Canadian
Horth«West from its inception in October, 1869 to the time
of its first permanent planting in the founding of the First
Baptist Church in Winnipeg, some six vears later, in February
7. 1875.

The Baptist Missionary Convention of Ontario took
the initiative in establishing the work in the Canadian Northe
West when at a meeting of its Board held in Aylmer, Ontario,
on April 21, 1869 attending members resolved:

That a deputation be appointed to visit and

explere the northewest territory, with a view to
the commencement of the future missionary operation

therein,

» - [ ] L 4 L ] - L} L] L ] [ 3 L] [ ) - L] L] L] L] -

That the deputation to Red River be Rev. Dr,
{Thomas §,.) Davidson of Aylmer, Secreotary of the
Conventieon, and the Rev, Thomas Baldwin of
Ingersoll-~their travelling and inciderinl expenses
while angaged in this work to be paid, and that of



their pulpit supplies, during the three months of
their absence,

L] L] L 4 L4 » * . - - L 3 L - - . . [ ] -

That each of our Associations west take up
the matter involved in the last resolution, and
take up special collections to ald ir defraying
the expenses of the deputation to the far West,
and that in the meawhile, the Treasurer be, and
is hereby authorised to advance the funds necessary
to defray tj‘he axpenses of both the deputations now
appointed,

Those appointed to this deputation left Ingersoll on
June 16, 1869 and arrived in Winnipeg on June 30, at 11:40
a.,m,, "just two weeks to a minute" from the time they had
begun their journey.z

They described their travel experience of nearly
a century ago as followss

On the 1l6th day of June, ... wa left the town
of Ingersoll, via the Great Western Railway, en
route for Red River Settlement, We travelled
day and night, passing through the States of
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin, and,
on the fourth day, we reached 8t, Cloud in the State
of Minnesota, The 20th of June, we took a wagon
with mules, and by the traders' trail over the
prairias of Northern Minnesota and the Territory
of Dakota, we pushed on our arduous journey for
nearly nine days, camping at nights in our fragile
tents~=-like Abraham removing his tent on the plains
of Mamre, and like him, lifting up our hearts to
the living God. Never in all our lives did the
Lord God appear unto us more fully in His good
providence, than during our whole journey. On

l"neputaticn to Red River®, the ,Cang%% Baptist, XV
(April 29, 1869),2, The second of these regolutions was
moved by Rev, Dy, Robert A, Fyfe, and seconded by Hargm
es

Edwards. The third resolution was moved by Rev, Dr,
Cooper and seconded by Rev, William Stewart. Hereafter the

Ganadian Baptist will be noted as (B .
2'1'has. L, Davidson, "Our Journey to Red River," CB

Xv (July 22, 1869), 2, Other reports of the dsputation may
be found in issues of CB for August 12, 76, Septamber 2, 9,
16, and October 14, 1869, as well as in the "Report of the
Deputation to the Morth~West Territories” mentioned in

footnote 3, infra.



the 29th day of June-~to 12, aver mémorzble alath
day of mule driving and tant-pitching lifeeewe
raached "amibina, 2 collecting station on the
houndary between the Territory of Dakota and V.S.,
and the North West Territories, We drova to the
Boundary Post, wrote the word 'Canada‘’ on the
British side, took off our hats, and sang with
full hearts, *God Save Our Gracious Queen,' and
waked the awful stilluness of that uncivilized
West into echoes of praise to our Sovereign Lord.

Penibina consists of three log houses, thatched
with styaw and mud, and is8 60 miles distant from
the town of Winnipeg, which we yeached by noon of
the following day--thus accomplishing the journmey
in 14 days from Ingersoll to Winnipeg, a distance
of over fourteen hundred miles,

Winnipeg {8 a small town, consisting of about
30 log buildings, and one small brick building.
The town is situated on the west bank of the Red
River, zbout half a nile below the mouth of the

Assiniboine~ewhich comes in from the westee_and
about one hundred rods north of Fort Garry.*"

General Background
The deputation team found the climate of the North-
West “healthy” and the air "pure and bracing."? At the same
time they were warned that if they stayed into the winter that
there would be snow and no thawing, but rather a "steady cold
from December until March,."5
Seeking to describe the soil of the Red River Valley
they noteads
.ss [it] contains more of the black, greasy-like
cll{.lnd differs from anything we have in the

of Ontario. It has a mixture of sand
vhich is like the f£fine dust of transparent quarts

3mhos. L. Davidson & Thos, Baldwin, "The Report of the
Deputation to the North-West Territories,” the Canadjian Baptis
'fm 1870, p. 46, Hereafter this source will be not

4r.L. Davidson and T. Baldwin, "The Great North West,"
CB, XV (August 12, 1869), 2.
Svpeputation Report,* CBR, 1870, p. 47.



and of sufficient cquantity to keep it from baking
into clods 1f ploughed ghila wet, It is very
achesive in that state.

This adhesiveness was no help to man, beast or
vehicle, as in 1874 it was obsarved in Winnipeg thats

The roadways waere graded, and plank sidewalks
were bullt to afford the pedestrian some foobw
ing in the terrible Winnipeg mud, ag§ slippery
as grease and as tenacious as glue,

Achaesive or not, the soll was very fertile. Coxn,
potatoes, wheat, oats, and barley were all being grown with
marked success, The wheat crop might vield up to 50 bushels
per acre, providing it escaped natural disasters such as
the grasshopper plague which had "totally" destroyed the
cxop in 18&8.6

The population of Manitoba in 1870 totalled 11,963
parsons: 558 Indizns: 5,757 métisy 4,083 English half-
breads; and 1,565 whites,®

The Indians, although small in number, were the
cause of much concern among settlers of the North-West.
Near Portage La Prairie they waera peaceful and well~behaved:
but there were internal tensions among them elsaewherxre. The
Chippowag, who resided near Red Lake in HMinnesota, ware

hereditary enemies of the Sioux in the Canadian Horth-West

"W, L. Morton, Manitcba
University of Toronto Prese, 1

8hos. L. Davidson, "The North-West Territories,"”
£B, Xv (August 26, 186%), 2. ‘

gnorton. P cit.. p. 145, Theme figures are those
of a census taken undar Lieutenant Governcr Archibald in
1870, They are used in this paper rather than those given

in (B because these latter are only approximate and not
always confined to the territory of Manitoba,




and were on the war path against them. Heanwhua both txibes
viewed the white man as an intruder, pamCularly as an
usurper of land. When, in September 1868, the Honourable
William McDougall ordered John A, Snow to begin construction
of the Dawson Road from Fort Garry to Like of the Woods
without hawing officially settled the question of land
rights with the Indians, 7. ﬁ. Mdm of the Baptist
deputation team saw trouble and assassed tha situstion quite
accurstely when he observed:

Su¥veyors ara now sent out to survey the land

befora it is brought from the Indians, thus rousing

their ive. The e [sic, error for mistake) is

an unpardonablae one,
The real threat bahind the gove:mmt's action izy in the
fact that the Indians and Hal£—bxe<ads o the vﬂmle Noxthe-
West might unite for mmtual defence and drive tha whites out,
This fear was stressed by Davidson as he assorted with
convictions )

R g AR ok

dealt with, prudently and specdily; qiheruwise,

wa may be scourged by an Indian War,

The métis, who formed the largest single greup of
settlers, wors mostly descendants of French Voyageurs who
had left lower Canada to serve the Hoxth-West Fur Company.
They had remained in the Red River country and married

Crae scuaws, producing half hreeds mmbering in the thousands,

L
10'!‘.11. Davj.dscn. “The Great North West”, (B, XV (Sep=
texber .e, 13’69}. Te

m&.t Pe 24
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Thay spoke both the Frencdh and Indian languages. Wearly

all professad 4o o Roman Catholics and had French-speaking
priests and teachors to minister te thelr spiritral and
educational nzeds, Toey wors z quiet, or--going race when
not arcused, hoing by trade huntors, fishermen, and tesmeters,
get off fyom the more setiled farmers of the ragion, HMost
were poor @nd uneducated and discontented, claiming that the
Hudson Bay Company had sold them and their countyy to the
~anadian Government: and that the 300,000 paid to the
Company for the territory really belonged to them because
they had kept the country free from invaders so that the
Company could operate successfully,

A largs mumber ©of the English-speaking half-breeds
ware of Scottieh descent, children of Orcadian fathers who
had also migroted wast to serve the Hudson Bay Company at an
sarly date, Most of these EBcottish half-breeds were members
or adherents of the Episcopalian Church., Those who were not
were generally considered to be either Pregbyterions or
"Hothingarians," iz

The "white* population of this day consisted mainly
of descendante 0f the early 8Belkirk Settlers and Free Traders,
The latter were merchants who had successfully broken the
monopoly of the Hudson Bay Company. Resenting immigration
from Upper and Lower Canada to the Red River, they had
little or no Canadian or patriotic feeling. They tended to

v (Auqust: ,,%- fgg dscn "¢ North-West Temltories," CB,



be loyal to Britain, but not with regard to her deeire to
Confederate the Canadimn vrovinces into a nation, Some even
preforred the anmexation of the Red River commtry to the
United States hrrauge thor feared that 1f the North-Wesnt

was drawn into Confederation thev would lose much of theair
profit by being forced to pay cvstom duties on goods, As
Davideon viewed this class of Mamitoba's population, he
remarkeds

A shrowder class of men, it would be hard to find
anywhere, in the matter Yg trade speculation than
these same free-traders.

‘The Baptiast deputation team of 1869 was also keanly
aware of dangerous political temsions that were brewing withe
in the motlay complex of settlers in the Noxth-West., With
regard to this situation they reported to the Bastern
Convention:

In a political sense, the Horth Weat Territories
pregsent one of the strangest, if not one of the most
complex compounds, in the eavly history of any ocoumbry.
Without law in any legitimate form in certain
districts, and law only in name in any place., The
Hudaon's Bay Company claim to govern within 50
niles of Fort Garvyr they have a council, judge and
gaol: but their council and judge are, like thetir
log gaol, rather flaeible sources of justicer and
vhen matters in the courts 4o not result as the
mind of the people apprave, the half-breeds rise an
masge, with cocked rifles, and demand the prisoner,
wihich demands e always resulted in the releass
of the captivaes,

13'1'- Iw Davidson, "Tha Great North-West," CB, XV
(Septenber 7, 1869), 2,

4upeputation Report,” _BR, 1870, -. 48.
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As early as 1868 thoro had bean two distinct ruling

bodies in the Red "iver Vallay:

Hanitcbah [m.b.] both simple, both elemoentarxy,

but one of the past and dying, the other of the

future and growing.
The “mgribund govermment" was that of the Hudson Bay Company
which governed the torritory through the medium of a Governor
jand a Council. The “popular government” was that of the
"Council of Manitobah" established in High Bluff and Portage
settlements of the métis, who ware outside of Hudson Bay
Company jurisdiction and who later were to join forces with
Louls Riel,

In 1869 there scemed to be three possible diractiens
in which governmant might develop in the Red River and
surrounding araa, First, this terxitory could ke declared
to be a Crown Coleony, &8 had been the case with Vancouver
Island in 1858. Second, the Horth-West could be united
with Canada as the Canadian govermment and the Select Come
mittee were urging. 7Third, the natural feorces could ba
allowed to work in the area, with the possibility t.hat this
country might coma under American sovereignty as the naw
tepritory of Saskatchewan. The parties advecating these
views were to take arms against each other in the Riel
RrRebellion of 1869,

15
Morton, M: B. 1140



Relil e S

The religicus milieu of the North-West, like the
politiical, was diverzified. The major religious groups to be
found in thie Red River settlament were Roman Catholies, Anglie
cana, Pregtyterians, and Wesleyan Methodists, In 1869 all
wvere recaiving finmncial support from the Hudson Bay Company,
which was paying "the sum of A50 stg. per annum to ¢ach clergye-
man in the territory, Protestant and Papist, and 5300 Sterling
to the Anglican Bishep of Rupert's land," though it waz expected
that the help would be withdrawn in the near future,l6

The Roman Catholics, of Manitoba, numbered 6,247 in
1870.17 Their priests had been the fivst missionaries to the
Nopth-West, or "Rupert's land", as the area was often called,
Catholic zeal had been evident as early as 1690 when two
priests, having studied the iborigine language, visited the
country to teach the Indians, Ia 1731, Pere Messager, a
Jesuit, under La Verandtiye's command, conducted further‘esplora-
tion west of Lake Buperior. Bishop Taché, the famed reconciler
in the Red River Rebéllion, arrived iw Wimnipeg in 1045, where
he sxcezcised "episcopal jurisdiction over the varius [sic.)
Catholic congregations and parighes, in a very vigilag: and
energetic manner, " 18 ‘Kolt.l‘ informed coneerning political

167 5, Devidson, “The Great North West,* CB, XV
(September 2, 1869), 2.

17Mm, £Ps Sitar P. 145, Another 5,716 were
listed as Protestant. |

m‘r. L, Davidson, "The North~¥Wast Territories," CB,
Xv (August 26, 1869), 2.
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feeling in the Rad River Valley, he fearod the results of
annexation either to Canada or to thz United Btates. Accord-
ingly, in October 1869 while on his way to the Vatican Council
in Reme, he had warned Cartier of tha inherent dangers within
the Red River regiom, Cartisr ignored this early warning,
but, whan trodble broke out later, the Canadian government
requested that Taché& quit the Council and return to Ottawa
for consultation, There ha was asked to use his influence
both to quiet the mékie and to assure them that none of their
rights would be infyringed upon by the annexation of the Red
River countwy to Canada,l?

The Anglicans (Episcopalianx) were the largest group
of the 5,716 in NManitcba who profeased Protestant attachment
(see footnote 17). Their first nissionary, Rev, John West,
reachad the Manitoba area (at York Fastory), im QOctober 1820,
The Church Missionary Soctaty in England supported his work
and between 1822 and 1857 gramted about &50,000 for mission-
ary and educatlonsl work in Rupart's land.?® By 1369 the
Anglicans had a well establishod work in the Red River area,
Impressed at what they saw of this work, the Baptist Deputation
of 1869 reportaeds

We met a number of thelr ministers and received the
most kind and courteous treatment at their hands

igmrtcn, op, cik,, p. 139,

“Onebert B, {11, Histery of Maniteha Moromtos




11

and we would make specisl mention of the Christian
B oa. Rev. . Gondner (o) Litele Britatn...’!

The Prasbyterians of the North-West were largely
descendantes of the early Selkirk settlers, They had worshipped
in Saint John's Anglican Church until the Rev, John Black
came £¢ the settlement in 1831, Three hundred persons of
Scottish extraction then separated from the Anglican cone
gregation and erected another building 14 miles downstream,
Here Black was instrumental in fomming a Presbyterian
Chupch, & Kirk Scheol and a parish, In 1869 this parish,
located at Kildonan, had 500 menbers and adherents.

The Wesleyan Methodists, of the Red River region,
were still in an embryonic stage of growth in 1869, There
were two Weslevan ministers on the field who preached at
four or more stations, A parsonage had been built in
Winnipeg, but so far no society had received official
recognition there as vet, Money was being ralsed for the
building of a chapel in the village, and 8¢ far the sum of
$2,000 had been raised, The Baptist Deputation received a
cordial walcome fyxom the Methodist ministexr, Rev, George
Young, who invited one of them to speak at the coming Sunday

service,

The intention of the Horth~West Deputation Team

9.1, Davidson, "The North West Territories,” CB,
XV (August 26, 1869), 2, '
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appainted by the Baptist Missionary Convemtion of Ontario
for 1869 was "to opy out the lamd, with a2 view to establish
mismions st some future date®,??

Upon thelr arrival in Wianipeg, the deputationists
found no fellow denominationalists walting to greet them,
In a lgtter fyrom there, dated July 2, 1869, written enly
two days after their arrival, they rcported: "We have not,
as yet, mat a single Baptist, but have heard of two or three,
on whom we shall call,*?> tnphased by this cool graeting
they set to work to provide the basig for future growth of
their cause, recording in their letters:

We secured the promise of a chapel lot free in
the Towm plot of Wimnipeg, and as soon as t.he
tide of emigration begins o set R
missionary must be located klm.-c. as it is t-.he
future capital of the esuntry, with instructions
to work westward, as far !’ gh Bluff, Portage
La Prairie and Rat Creek,

They descyibed the religious situation in which this

work would have ¥o be undertaken as followss
There is more chaxchianity than Christianity,
There is no lack of chuyches and chapals, priests
and . . Catholic and Protestant: indeed, the
people have sbundance of religious means, con-
sidering their nw“: but true vital godliness
is at a low &bb

k. followad the emplarttm trip

2~naputats.m Report, " m. 1870, p. 59.

3‘! L, Davidson, "Our Journey to Red River,"
XV (July 22, 1869), 2. - & 2

B m&m “The Great North West,” CB, XV
(se"tmﬂ 20 mg). .

P. 7.
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of the Baptist Deputation with great interest. An editorial
in the Lssue for Septenber 16, 1869, empressed the view that
it would be injudicious to migrate hastily to Manitoba until
a yesponsible local government could be established and
treaties with the Indians ratified, PFurther, this editorial
maintained that when Baptists 4id migrate to the North-West
they should go out in large parties "accompanied by pastors,
teachers artisians and labourers,"Z6

When the Baptist Missionary Coavention of Ontario
met in Woodstodk on October 20 and 21, 1869, it recaived the
raeport of the deputation to the West, but took no immediate
action., If action had been taken, plans would scarcely have
been implemented, for only ten days later the Riel Rebellion
erupted in the Red River Settlement.

The Rebellian, which extended into 1870, evidenced
the acoumulated tensions which had developed between the Red
River inhabitants and the Canadian goverament, Out of this
chaotic sj.tuation, the new prwinc:e of Manitoba was born on
July 15, 1870-=the territe:y the Crees had aallad the “Spirit
Strait®, and the Assiniboias the "Lake of the Prairies”,?7.

The establishment of civil govermment in septmher.
1870, resulted in a remnewed wave of Red River settlemm
By 1871 an influx of settlers from Ontario had begun and

’:%e Red River,* B, XV (September 16, 1469), 2.
m. 8P, cit.; p. ML,
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continued until 1874, when a smaller flow of French Canadians
came from Massachusetts. As the percentage of English
settlars in Manitoba increased, the situation became more
favourable to the growth of the Baptists,

t B A

The Baptist Missionary Convention of Ontario which
was held in October 1871, witnessed a renewed attention to
the Western nmission, Here the Rev. John Torrance of Chelten-
ham gave notice that at the next annual Convention he would
move to amend the first article of the Constitution, so as
to add after the words “Missionary Convention of Oatario"
the words, "Manitoba and the North-West werritorioa.”m

Sometime between October 1871 and HMarch 1872 the
Convention appointed a “Committee on Missions in Manitoba,"
which consisted of “Dr, ([Robert A} Fyfe, Dr., (T.L,) Davidson,
J. Torrence [eic,), R. B. Montgomery, W. Stewart, with
brethern T. 8. Shenston and W. J. Copp." >’

This Committee worked gquietly attempting to raise
adequate financial support for the missionary work in Manitoba
particularly and the North-West gemerally. An appeal was
made to Eastern Baptists through the Canadian Baptist, and a
plan proposad "to secure, if possible, one hundred subscribers

“c.c. McLaurin, ‘
Published by the author, :
"Recalling Our Yesterdays®, Western Baptist, JOXXVI (November
1943), 2, also has this reference.

?McLaurin, Pioneering In Western Canada, p. 42.
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who will agree to pay $10 annually for this purpose, for
three years ... to send a missionary to the North West:®
with the plea emding, "Brethern and f£riends, shall we as
Baptists plaat the old, old, standard in the young country?"30
The appeal was effective, for by May forty-nine persons had
agreed to subscribe to this missionary project.31
The Convention of Ontario Baptists sanctioned the
work of the Committee on October 24, 1872, when it was
announceds
Rev, Dr, Pyfe, Convenar ([sic.) of the Committee on
the Manitoba Mission reported to the Convention
that after earnest endeavors, the Committee has
secured the services of Rev., Alexander McDonald
of Sparta, vho will be re next 8pring to proceed
to this distant field of labour. Already about

60 or 70 names had been secured, pledging $10 a
year fox three years to the mgort of this mission;
gzha ane

and it was believed that th e of the hundred
would speedily be obtained.
McDonald's appointment was also endorsed by the
Alumni of the Canadian Literary Institute at Woodstock, who
assured him of their “warmest sympathy in his work.*33
In addition all Ontario Baptists were urged to give
the western work their unified prayer, as it was agreed to
recommend to the churches that they "unite in their prayer-
meetings in the first week in November in special supplication

to Almighty God for his bles#ings upon this new enterprise,“34

30g.A, Fyfe and W. Stewart, "Mission to Manitoba," CB,
XVIII (March 21, 1872), 2.

n"lltniun to Manitoba,” CB, XVIIXI (May 2, 1872), 2.

32.p1 sstonary
onaxry to Manitoba Appointed,® , XVIII
(October 24, 1872), 2, 2

i,
M.
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Thus by Octcber 1872 the plan envisioned by the
*"rirst Baptist Deputation” of 1869 was at last to be axecuted,
A missionary had been appointed and finances were being
raised to send Alaxander McDonald to Manitoba as the first
Baptiet missionary in this promising field of work.

M ald Sent West - 187
Alexander McDonald was truly a pioneer in Western
Canada, His acceptanece of his appointment, his early work
in Winnipeg, his appeal for eastern help, his trip back to
the East, and his return again to Winnipeg all indicated
the intensity of his missionary spirit.
Mchonald's acceptance of his appointment was thought-
fully and provocatively worded, reading in part:
It has not bheen without some hesitation, much
serjous prayerful consideration, and not a little
sacrifice to my feelings that I have decided to

sever the ties of a pastoral relationship with a
people so loving Ji.e. the congregation at Sparta),
+»+.to endure the trials perform the tolls and bear
the cmrnggl responsibility of pioneer work in
mtmac

The official designation to this pioneer task took
place in a public service held in London, Ontario,on May 20,
1873, Dr, T. L, Davidson delivered the main addrese and
expressed the urgency of Baptist expansion in the West,
declaring,

zsalemander McDoaald, "Mission to Manitoba," CB,

XvIir (Movender 7, 13872), 2.
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.ssI am well persuaded that the Regular Baptists
of these Provinces are not taking action one day
too Boon. How 18 emphatically tha time to be up
and doing. In sending forth urers, our eye
is not diracted so much to the native inhabitants
and former settlers, as to the ingoing population,
and thgga who have recently sought ané found homes
there,

Latey, in delivering the charge to McDonald, he
offered both advice and encouragement, sayings

You go not at men's bidding but at God's command,
and you go in his strength, VYou go, not to gather
the gold of the west, that flashes through the
waters in the sunlight:; but you go to gather jewels
to deck the crown of Prince Bmmanuel, You go, not
as a political demagogue to dabble in the turbid
pool of party polities, and to shout yourself
hoarse in the zttempt to secure for yourself place,
pelf and power; but you go to

*Shout the tiding of salvation,

0'er the prairices of the West;

Ti1l each gathering congregation 37

With the Gospel's sound be blest,’

Mcdonald arrived in Manitoba about the middle of
June 1873. A week later he vi.sitad Springfield where he
met "several naptists and others" who desired that he "might
have a stated appointmant smong them', 38 7he following day
he visited Stony Mountain about 15 or 16 miles northwaet of
winnipeg. Here he discoveraed several more Baptists and
adherents., After his second Sundsy in Winnipeg he headed

West ‘;j'r x?:c l‘);gdagg. ;gg;;dd{eunmmma and Northe
" e « The term "Regular Baptist"
is h&re applicable only'in :lts‘general sense of meanim;m
*Calviniptic." It does not have the more restricted meaning
given to the term today by churches that have severed fellow=-
ship with the present Baptist Convention of Ontario and
Quebec al:;g Western Canada,
3 m.

Mex, NcDonald, 2 letter from Winnipeg Manitoba,
S8, XIX {July 24, 1873), 2,
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for nearby western settlements, passing through White Horse
Plaine and continuing on to Poplar Point, some forty miles
from Winnipeg. The Weslaeyan Methodists were fairly strong
here, Mis next stopover was High Bluff, ten miles from
Poplar Point, where he spent the night with a Mr., J., Stewart,
vho could "talk the language of Eden," and who, still better,
seemed to have an “understanding of the language of canaan, " 3%
Stewart took McDonald to his next point, Portage la Prairie,
where it was rumoured a number of Baptists lived; but

McDonald discovered, that these people were actually connected
with the Disciples of Christ in Ontario.

He resumed his journey westward on Monday, June 16,
and spent a day in the vicinity of Rat Creek visiting with
immigrants from Ontario. From here he pressed on until he
reached the second crossing of the White Mud River where,
while taking shelter from a storm, he “caught a man in the
very act of receiving and carrying off a copy of 'The
canadian Baptist.'*40 wnen McDonald caught up with, and
questionad, him about this “"heritical sheet," the culprit
*confessed, and denied not, that he was a Baptist;" and “a
real live Baptist he proved on closer acquaintance [as those
generally are who take the Baptist]. "..41

39
‘ugag 4°Q -
Ibid,
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Mcbonald's journey continued still farther toward
the third crossing of the White Mud River, or the rising
commnity of Palestine (now called Gladstone), a settlement
of approximataly thirty-£five homesteads which was almost
exclusively composed of hoth Preshyterians and Methodists
and their adherents, Here he met the Rev, John McNab, one
of his old schoolmates at Normzl School. He preached to a
small attentive audience and reported that there was no
house of worship in that settlement yet, Finally he started
back for Rat Creek on Monday, June 23, and arrived back in
Winnipeg on a Baturday morning.

This, the first of McDonald's missionary ventures had
proved to his satisfaction the possibility of Baptist expanw
sion :lh Manitoba and the North-West, Buﬁ this work could not
go ahead without continued Fastern support.

After establishing regular preaching appointments at
Winnipeg, Springfield, and Rockland he appealed for this
Eastern support. Addressing this appeal to the "Baptists of
Ontario and Québec® in August 1873, he cexplained:

The pros of establishing an interest here now
has its lights and shades, and will be made clearer
:: m:: g:h:gg Sﬁg:&%ﬁly as the ropes are held

Winnipeg, he added, was "full of people”; its

population Was “between 2,000 or 3,000" and "more are

coming :I.n.""’3 vet his meeting place for worship was “ane

‘3nlexandar McDonald, "An Appeal For Help To The
Baptists of Ontario and Queébec," CB, XIX (August 28, 1873), 2.
“ﬂ d



of the poorest specimens of & school house, 28 open as a

barn, ...and in a regular swamp, scarcely accessible in

wet weather.“44

Meantime indigen-:s western support of the Baptist
cause was growing for Mcbhonald could report:

Almoat every week I meet with persons who are in
W‘i"y with Baptist principles and pragtices--

pome of them in other communions, and others
associated with no body of Christians, The seed 45
of truth lies hidden in many places, in many hearts,

This local interest was expressed visibly by the
people donating land free for the erecting of Baptist chapels
in settlements around Winnipeg., McDonald depicted the nature

of this support in the Canadian Baptist:

Bro. W, R, Dick, ...has offered us in Springfield,
about 14 miles from the Capital, an acre of land
and & hundred dollare to assist 1f we will but
build a small chapel there, say 20 x 30 feet,

[ . [ . L] * L] [ [ ] . [ [ L) . - L 2 ]

A chapel gite is promised us at Rockwood on Stoney
Mountain, 15 miles from the eily,--2 place, on
acoount of its building stone, and the lecating of
the future penitentiary there, which will before
long be of considerable note,

» * L] » » - [ ] [ ] . [ ] L3 L] * L] [ . .

At Portage la Prairie, as your readers were informed
some time ago, we have the offer not only of a
chapal lot, but also a parsonige lot free, if we but
build during the next summer,

In Wirmipeg itself McDhonald was hepeful that:

«..tha brethern and sisters in and about the city,
with the help of some sympathizers who follow not
us in all things, will at least add four hundred

N

A, uéDonald "From Manitoba," XIX (December 4
1813) , 2. ] ’ Q.n ‘ 0

JGRI!
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dollare to the four hundred contributed by Bro.
Dick. 8everal of them have come forward nngoli-
cited with pledges of rcspectable amounts .4

Retuyn East, 1873 - 1874

In the fall of 1873 Mcbhonald decided to return East

*mainly to elicit and call into exercise the ‘'grace of
giving? on the part of the brethren in the churches of Ontario
and Quebec towards the new interest here [i.e. the Northe
Weaﬁl".48 He hoped most of all to gain eastern support in the
building of chapels at Winnipeg and Porxtage la Prairie, and
beyond this to obtain enough money to finance another missionw~
aty in Manitoba, The confidence with which he undertook his
journey to the East is expressed in a letter he wrote from
Winnipeg, dated December 1, just prior to his departure in
which he said:

Towmorrow morning (D.V.) I leave for Ontario and

Quebec to spend a few months among the churches

there, and to 'bring your liberality to &Bis

Jerusalem' of the Province of Manitoba."”

McDonald gained full support of the Canadian Baptist

as he pleaded for aid from the churches in Ontario and Quebec.
on his arrival, in Ontario, in December 1873, the Baptist
published an editorial anﬁbuncing that he would be "soliciting
funds for chapelsbuilding in the North~West": indicating that
he was doing this, "with the sanction, and under the direction

a7
ibid, 4815 4.

4%a. McDonald, "The Manitcba Mission,* CB, XIX
(December 18, 187%), 2.
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of the Committea of the Manitoba Mission"; and ending with an
anphatic, "We vepry heartily commend the cause he represents
to the liberality of the churches,*50

The Manitoba Mission Committee of the Convention of
Ontario also gave strong support to Mchonald's cause, expecially
through the work of its sacretary, T.L. Davidson, who wrote:

Experience has proved that it is essentfal in any
canadian twn.bvilhga, or eity, to build first,
i . 2 h SRR at L}

to 1 We never Ln these provinces have b:ien able

o lay hold on any towa or city t£ill
wa have built a pel, and we need not expect
to do in the vaince of Manitoba what cannot de
dene in Ontario and Quebac.

Help than, men and brethrem! Help pow. >t
gt cooperated furthar by regularly carxrying
the list of dwrches which McDonald expected to visit in the
weeks immediately ahead,

In addition to visiting churches he tried to attend
Asseciation meetings hoping that there would be a representative
in attendance who would support the Manitoba Mission by collectw
ing noney for it. Everyvwhers he urgeds "Let our motto be as
we iook westward--'Manitoba for Jesus.'“ 5

Oon June 9, 1874, just before this Eastern tyip came to
sn end, McBonald married Miss Iumcinda E. Yorke vho remained at
his side in his work until her death in 1907, Of their

Omig,

51'2.1. Davidson, "Our Manitoba Baptist Mission,®
X (!'ebrury 5, 1874), 2. " R

A MeDonald, "The Prairie Province Mis
X% (Mav 28. 1874). 2. sion,” S
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marriage it was gald:
They wore a gregt team. All down L2 years they
were pioneers in the new gettlements, sharing with
Py R AR s
nobody could have. . .

nﬂnanald. was successful 1:12 obtaining sufficient funds
for mmzig the chapel in Winnipeg. e had also obtainad
pledg:; to support a second missionary to Manitoba. But he
had not succeaeded in obtalning funds to bulld a chapel in
Portage la Prairiay’

The time had cama, howaver, for him to return West,
go in mid-July he set out over the Dawson Route which
Wolseley had travarsed in 1870, supposadly to gquell the Riel
Rdmiiimw Tha party consistced of four—-Mcilonald, his wife,
hie son by a first wife, and the new Mrs, McBDonald's niece,
In travelling the route from Thunder Bay to Winnipeg, they d4id
not. see another white woman.

s o
[T

On his return to Wimmipeg Mcbonald found western
g gk
conditions worse than he had anticipated. Disheartened, he
wrote back East: "We cannot realize as much by a graeat deal
sy

from friends here, as wa anticipated, It would be a calamity
to have the chapel hindered in the finishing now'+3%

335, Hamilton McDonald,*The Pioneecr's Second Journey
to the West," Western Baptist, XAVI (May, 1833), 8,

| MA. McBonald, "Our Praivie Province Mission,® B, XX
{(Mmly 30, 1874), 2,

| ®rhos, Hendersom, “Our Manttoba Mission,” CB, XX
(Beptender 3, 1874), 2, He quotes from correspondence received
from NcPonald,
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Thomas lilendarson, secretary of the Committee ¢f Church
ma:l.f.i.ca Qf the Ontarie and Quabec Conveniion, responded by

iuumg a new call to Eastern Baptists, axplainings
The

fintshed adi.fl.c,e at Wp, and feels that if the
work is stopped, there will be a heavy blow, and
great .discouragement in respect to Baptist interutu,
not only ;,.8 Winnipeg, but throughout the whole
province. > |

The nature of Eastern actioa was rocorded in the
minutes of the next Convention of Baptists of Ontario and
Quebec, It authogized the ramittance of §:,700 for the
erection of the chapel at Winnipeg, then addeds

Bro, Mchonald Ls upgent in his rceguost that a second
Missionary should be sant out immediately to Mantoba,
It was the dacided opinior of the maeting that a

m@*ﬂnmw was really needed, and muat be
gant,

Meanwhile, progress was baing made in the building
of the chapel in Winnipeg. By early October it was enclosed
and in the process of receiving a third coat of plaster,
Fastern Baptists had sent a sum of $2,363.21 to McDonald,
leaving him only $300 short of the amownt required to come
plete the ediﬁca.s's

Mchonald acknowledged receiving the money from the
Fagt, and in November _raportm*i te the

We expect to worship in the Spbbath] 8 (chool)

561b1d,
57'1' L. Davidson and R, A, Fyfe, "Manitoba Mission,*
S, xx (Octaber 29, 1874), 2.

58'2. L, Davidson md R, &, fe, " eal For Maniteba,"®
cB, XX (Novesber 5, 1374), 2. Fyfe, "hep ’



Room Sundleny the 8th ifa o wock cr two we empect wae
nain building to be finishod with the exception of
the painting. e ghall probably worskip .n the
swaller apartment till Spring as the congregatiox
till then cun prohably e accumpdated «1 in that
place comfortsbly,...We would fain hope that by spring

L. we wEy he able to conplete the house s0 £ wa nay
worship in »2 finished and paid building,

These expectations ‘wez:é mrve than fulfilled, for on
Pebruary '7, ‘1875 the mgrgﬁum met in t’:ieir new sanctuaxy
to form officially, the Pirst Baptist Church of Winnipeg,
with a mesbership of seven. SO

This nmrai;;.o event was recorded in the Canadian

g
Baptist as follows;

e..the Now Zampshire Confession of Faith was read;
and universal approval having been signiilcd, the
lotters of dismission from other churches ware

placad before the body, and united prayer having been
offered up for the approved blegsing of the Mastex,
to rest on the Church, we sat down togetihier and, in
the loxd's appointad way commemoxataed the dying love
of our blessed Redeemer, Brother [Paniel] McCaul,
formerly pastor of the Wellesley Church, who is
gpending the winter in Winnipey, assist-=d in the
exercises, Our bark is now launchedy to human eyes
it sesns very Irall--it appears but scantily furalshed,
it is not strongly manned,--it 48 axposed both ms
charactar and situation to the capbined and whiy
winds of gaeneral opposition and the scathing, biting,
deadly gale of particular prejudice, Dut wgltmst
that He,..will protect and pi us safely,

The official organizing of the church was followed

e o

$9n. McDonald, "Manitaba,” CB, XX (November 19, 1874),3.

“’”Ehe sovan charter members were the Rav, Alexander and
Mrs, McDonald, Mr. and Mys, W, R, Dick, Mr. Amndrew Hunter, Mrs,
Thomas Scott, Mrs, David Linklater, (McLaurin, ggw%_m
W P. 78). The new building had beem used for wore-
ship some weaks previously, but the 8fficial organization of the
church did not tzke place unptil the date mentionad, For further

informetion see the article by McBomald, "FProm Manitoba~~-Caurch
Organigation,” £B, XXI (March 4, 1875), 2.

Gl'rm Manitoba=eChurch Organization," B, XXI (March
4, 137%), 2.
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by an officlal “"opening" Tor piulrlic worsiily cu Juae 10, 1875,
T™he garvice held on t‘h:Lq @ay was worshipliul and community
centorel, McDonald rmpdrted, "the singing was oxcellent, and
congreqationwl, s the tunes salscted wore old and femiliar, 62
Servicas wers hald throughouc the day. George Clarke, a
Hemaut m:uonuzy, preadhaa at 11300 a.m.7 McDonald preached
at 3:00 Pem.; and Baldt. a P:ubytarian ninister. preached at
61 30 p.m. |

'rhe cfnapel canpl.etad. Cenadian Bapt.;l.sts now had their
E:lrat ﬂi:m £oathola m the North-West , From this base they

were t:o spraaa both southward and weatwavd v.i.thin the next
dmwe.

Wé

- SR

62 A, ucnonald. *Qpening The gtut Place of Woxlhip
in Winnipeg,” ____, XXI wuly g, 18‘75).




CHAPTER II
CHURCH TO ASSOCIATION, 1875 -~ 1880

ravourable social and political conditions coupled with
continuihg, but limited, Eastern support permitted moderate
Baptist growth in Western Canada from 1875 - 1880, This
chapter will narrate this growth by tracing Baptist develop-
ments in the Canadian North-West from the time of the
founding of the First Baptist Church, Winnipeg, in 1875, to
the formation of the Red River Association of Regular Baptists,
in 1880, composed of churches founded at Wimmipeg, Emerson,
Stonewall, and High Bluf€f,

Western conditions were favourzble to immigration
during this period. The year 1876 alone brought 3,000 to
4,000 more people to Red River and Assiniboine Territory than
had come in the earlier two-year period of 1873 - 1374.1

This rapid influx of settlers resulted from a number
of factors. First, the Red and Assiniboine Rivers were
natursl arteries for travel in this newly cpening country;
and the rainfall of the years 1876 - 1881 was sufficiently
plentiful to allow steam navigation along the Assiniboine,
so that steamboats chugged regularly between Winnipeg and

w. L. Morton, —=A History (Torontos
University of Toronto Press, 1957), p. 176¢.

27
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Portage la Prairie to the west. Secondly, neither an
economic depression nor a grasshopper plague, both determining
factors in Manitoba's past development, exmerted a detrimental
influence. Thirdly, the survey of the international boundary
which took place 1873 - 1874 and the westward march of the
Canadian Mounted Police from Port Dufferin had opened a new
trail to the Pembina Mountains, west of the Red River Valley,
Finally, Winnipeg and Emerson were key points of entry and
dispersal for immigrants who came to settle in the new land,
Winnipeg for those who headed west along the Assiniboine,
Emerson for settlers who chose to move into the Pembina
Mountains,

Eastern Baptists, kept informed by Alexander McDonald,
recognized the challenge of the growing NortheWest. They
sought to meet the rising religious needs through the work
of the already formed Manitoba Mission Committee, which
attempted to furnish both men and finances for the task. This
Committee met on the call of the Chairman in 1875 and voted:

...to appoint the Rev, Daniel McCaul of Emerson,
as a Missionary, to labor in Emerson, River
Murrais {sic., error for Maraisg) and the regions
adjacent, his salary to be $250 per annum==to be
taken from amounts subscribed for the support of
the Second Missionary as first proposed-~Brother
McCaul to be under the oversight of Rev. Alex.

McDonald, in the discharge of his duties, his
appointment to be for one year.“

2uManitoba Baptist Mission,* Canadian Baptist, XXI
(November 4, 1875), 2. Hereafter the Canaddan Baptist will
be noted as CB.
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The new set of missionaries, of vhich McCaul was the
first 4in line, were to find their work harassed both by illness
and wavering eastern financial support. Rev, Alexander Warren,
who wvas appointed at a Stmi-Anmual Meeting of the Manitoba
Mission Committee in April 1878 to be a second missionary in
Manitoba, was promised financial support of about $350 for his
first yvear of service, In August of that same year Alexander
Mebonald reporteds

ee ., OUF good brother Alex, Warren's health has already
succunbed to the unfavourable effect of the climate
here on his diseased constitution, and,..he has been
compelled to return to Wimmipeg,...We know that our
Heavenly Father doeth all things well, but this seens
to us here a v heavy lo88....Who will 556? forward
into the yoon the wounded and disabled?

In that same year, however, Rev, John Stewart immi-
grated to Manitoba and settled in the Stonewall area, to remain
there for approximately two vears. He was one of many who
faced difficulties becawse the mission work did not receive
adecuate financial support from the Baptists of Ontario and
Queébac, MNchonald wrote in 1881:

There are some $57 due our venerable brother
John Stewart, who is now doing mission work in Dakota,
for services randered in S8tomewsll and viminity during
the two years he was there, xxanmmdlrMan
integrity this should be paid,
o

SAlexander McDonald, "Another Church in Manitoba,” CB,

(Ausmt 29, 1878}, 8,
NeDenald, “Prom Wimnipeg, " XXVII (amazy 27,

1881). 1. Su auo reﬁumce in ® Mission," %?m;ﬁ
%, O n_Bnd Ouebec, 1878, p. 117, where the

acnuw e m Mission Committee was instructed to
thankllocu!. mmmzh done and "to inform him that they
could not guarantee him any more money, as they were anxious to
take st tohwamdtherd.ssi.onuymthe eldﬁ\omld..
dovoee mze unc to the work." Hereafter the Baptis pe
U e St s md‘ m 1-819 b@d&e ’ L. 1 G2
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Despite such difficulties Baptists made progress in
Westexn Canada., The Manitoba Mission Committee unanimously
reesappointed McDonald for a second threewyear term of service,
on the comdition that his salary would be $1100 per year for
the first yesy of the new term, with a $100 increase for each
of the succeeding years, But at the same time it was under-
stook that he would be subject to recall on a three-month
notice if there ware insufficient funds to pay nim, >

The period ruming from 1875 to early 1880 was
generally one of active interest on the part of the Manitoba
Mission Committee of the Ontario and Quebec Convention, mnd
the results were indiocative of the effort exerted. DINot only
4id the church at Wimnipeg continue to grow, but three more
Baptist churches were founded at Emerson, Stonewall and

Righ Biuff,

v, Winnipeg, zbout this time, was a ty-picai frontier
gettlament., Morton, describes life there at this rduta as
follows: |

The hotel keepers and saloon proprietors waere a
large and prosperous group, frequently of Irxish or
German descent, to judge by their names, The
Wimipeg saloons waere notorious for their rowdiness,
and the police court was crowded with drunks and
prostitutes, The influx of immigrants, many of them
single men of the roughest kind, the visits of the
cartmen and the boatmen, made Winnipeg in these
years a 'Wild West®' frontier town. In 1876 it was
noted that 'Winidtpeg and Barrie are the two most evil
places in Canada, ' and both were prayed for at the

5
*Minutes of Manitoba Mission Committee, " XXIX
(April 26, 1876€), 2, " &
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Y.M.C.A, Convention of that year. This character,
as a place for outfitting_and returning, the city
was never wholly to lose, 5

Purthermore, there were other adverse missionary
conditions on the frontier., On the economic side the price
of food was very high, In 1876 flour sold for $5.50 per
100 poynds, butter for 40 cents a pcund, and eggs for S0
cents a dozen.’ on the doctrinal side there was quite a
strong opposition to the Baptist positions respecting
baliever's baptism and baptism by immersion.® competing
religious denominations--especially the Preshbyterians,
Episcopalians, and Methodists--made greatexr headway because
of stronger financial support which enabled them to establish
themselves more quickly in rising towns.

Nevartheless, the Baptist church in Winnipeg continued
to grow under McDonald's guidance, In Rugust 1876 he
acknowledgad the gift of 8unday School supplies sent to him
from the East and at the same time mentioned that three
baptisms had taken place.9 The church also progresesed
financially to the point that in 1877 it agreed to pay $400
of his salary, thereby reducing the sum that the Fastern
Baptists had expeated to pay from $1200 to $800. But McDonald

Smorton, op, cit., p. 171.

Tuomr Manitcba Mission,  Letter from W.R. Dick, M.P.P.S
CB, XXIT (March 2, 1876), 2.

Sthomas Welsh, "From the North-wast," CB, XXIV (May
9, 1878), 5.

9
A, Mchonald, "From Manitoba," (B, XXII (August 10,

1876), 2.
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was guick to plead that funds no longer needed at Winnipeg
should be used in othsy western missionary weork, where the
need for more workers was pressing. Other denominations,
he pointed out, were commissioning many new missionaries
while the Baptists were lagging far behind, Urgemtly he
askeds: ., *

Are we as Baptists doing justice to the chargs

committed to us, 4if we don't have at laeast g&

men devoting the whole or of their time

the work of pr the glorious gospel to the ine

habjtants of the great West? Brethren, what say you?i?

Meanwhile, work in Winnipeg was striding ahead, for
on July 25, 1878, a “"Women's Mission Circle for the cultivae
tion of a missionary spirit among the sisters of the church,
and to assist home and foreign missions” was organized, and
it proved to be a successful venture when in 1882 it was
reported that "during the four years of its existence” it
had "done a good work.“u
In 1878 the church became concerned over another
matter--the growing practice of serving wine instead of
grape julce at communion services, At this time McDonald,
after failing to receive a‘ response to an inguiry he had
addressed to the grape growers of Ontario wrote to the
Canadian Baptists
Who Will Belp Us?
a m:’étlwguwd\mcggr;?g: e 2 Shurch in Winmipes

with respect to the commmnion wine guestion, 8oon
after we formed ourselves into a church we were

: .1, 1uﬁm1toha Mission Committee 1877-78," BYB, 1878, p.1ll8.
b & S ‘
"wimipeyg,* ¢B, XNIXX (November 23, 1882), S.
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exercised in mind about the imprépriety and gin of
commemorating the death of our blessed Lord in the

use of such @ W

the average 8o %%e purchased in our
liquor stores hare, as elsewhere, is generally ad-
mitted by adequate judges to be, We thought the
best plan to escape the difficulty in our isolated
condition was to write to some of those who cul-
tivated the vine in Ontario, and induce them to send
us out ths genuine julce of the grape, condemsed and
unfermanted if possible; otherwise if that was not
practicable, that we might attend to this expressive
and important ordinance without siming against body
and soul, and that we might aveid more than ‘the
appearance of eyjl,’ and that our good might not be
evil spoken of,

That this vequest yreceived further attention has not
been ascertained,

Whatever the solution of the wine question in the
celebration of communion, the Wimnipeg church continued to
grow. Its completed chapel, which could seat 400 persons,
usually saw an attendance of 150 to 200 at the Sunday
morning serviee, and 200 to 300 on a Sunday evening,}3

McDonald's outlook on his work was not narrowly
denominational. On such occasions as the "Week of Prayer”
he cooperated vholeheartedly with other Pyrotestant groups,
In the Januaxry 13, 1879, issue of the Canadian By

reported:

ptist he

In our Western Metropolis this year, as on
former occasions, there was a union of all Protestant
denominations excepting the Episcepalian, for united
prayer and praise, and addressas on thg‘subjecu
suggested by tha Evangelical Alliance,

-
-

12
A, McDonald, "Who will Help Us?,“ CB, XXIV (March 21,
1878), 4=5,

Welsh, “From the North-West,® _c_p_,. XXV (May
3, 1878), S.

Muprom Maniteba," CB, XXV (January 30, 1879), 4.
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The Pall of that vear evidenced another type of inter-
denominational cooperation. McDonald noted a meeting of the
Sunday School Convention in which an Fpiscopalian led a
discussion on "The Relation of the Sunday School and Chugch* 13

Perhava the most significant event of this year,
however, was the Winnipeg church's achievement of self-support.
The swent was celdbrated by the comgregation asking Mchonald
to contimie his service ms thelr first fully supported pastoz.m

Emerpon Baptist Church, 1876
The second Baptist church founded in the Capnadian

NortheWest was that at Emerson, Manitoba, established in
1876, by Rev, Daniel McCaul.

HcCaul and his wife had, in 1875, migrated from
Bruce County, Ontario, to Aux Marais, a district close to
the United States Border, between Emerson and Gretna,
Manitoba. They had aryived just after the grasshopper
ravages of the years 1873-1875 had placed the countryside
in virtual poverty, Whereas in 1873 flour could be purchased
for $2.%0 per hundred pounds, in 1874 the price had soared to
$6.00 per hundred pounds, Similarly, the cost of potatoes
had risen to $1,00 per bushel; and that of oats and barley
to $1.50. 'This high cost of living mede it exceedingly
difficult for sectlers to sstablish themselves in this new
territory. But they persavered despite the many hindrances

153\. MeDonald, “Sunday &chool Convention,” CB, XXV
(Novesber 20, 1879), 1,

ls“mm.toba Mission Committee, 1879-80," 1880,
P.32, See also “Winnipeg," (B, XXIII (Rovember 23, 1882), 5.
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of the piomear 1ifa, As a later writer =aid o the group of
these plonesrs that were to form the nuclzus of the Emerson
churchs

... Thaso people had faith, not only in the new
country, and in themselves, but they had faith also
in God, With Zhe coming of Rev, Daniel KeCaul cane
public worship in the homes, Most of these services
were hald in the honme of Hugh Copeland and in Hr,
McCaul's own home. These were held on alternate
Sundavs with rcervicens held in Pmerson, this baing 1
the begimning of the Baptist Church in that place.l’

Pmerson itself was, by contemporary description, a
small but rising village of about

. twalve or £1ifteen dwalling houses, a store, and
a merchant tailor-shop. It [had] no licensed tavaern
or saloon; but,..a very commodious and comfortable
Inn or lLodging House free from the accursed drink,
so ruinous to socliety, EBast as well as West., Its
inhabitants, though not numerous, (werd a mixture
of Americans and Canadiigs, with & sn epicing of
very reputable Germans,

Here, in the home of My, Louis Duensing, a Regulayx
Baptist Churchl® was founded, on October 18, 1876, Rev.
Alexmnder MoDonald, “being present by appointment,* 20
chatred thie meating, in which under his supervicion:

The Lettors and Testimonials in behalf of the
Adifferent Individuals present wishing to become the

Constituent mexbers of the Thurch sbhout to be ogganized
were pressented (219.] and deemed satisfactory,”

i

17 G,B. "A Beloved Pioneer,"” Wﬁgﬂﬁ. XXvi
(May, 1933), p.”2. This quote is from a brochure used in the
adbove articie entitled "Auwx Marais Pioneer Segtlers.”

mA. McbDonald, "From Manboba, " £B, XXI (August 1z,
13’5, ¢ 2'.

1900y the meaning of the term "Pogular Baptist” at
this time see Chapter I, footnote 36,

zonagulur Baptist Church, Emerson, "Minute Book,”

October ;.g. 1876.

Zbida
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Pollowing the exemination of credentials the Hew
Hampshire Declaration of Paith wae adopted, the new congre-
gation agreaimg both to its statement of New Testament doctrine
and to its statement of the principles of church government,
Finally, a Recognition Service was held that evening in the
local sghoolhouse, Daniel McCaul and Mr. Edwards, a Method-
ist minister, led tha worghip. McDonald preached a sermon
on Acts 23147, and, as the representative of the Winnipeg
Baptist Church, extended the right hand of fellowship to the
newly formed church through their pastor, charging tham as a
New Testament Church to be faithful in the trust committed to
them,

The seven charter mewbears of the Emerson church weraes
Rev, Daniel McoCaul, Mrs, Ambrose Smith, Mrs. Eliza Myrick,
Mr, and Mres, Theodore Jasper, Mise Apnie Jaspex, and Miss
Julia Jasper, MNrs, McCaul wag wunable to join the church st
this time because of illness, but was received 25 a memder
after the "divine sexvice" on January 4, 1877, 42

This church received little support from the Fast
apart from the Manitoba Missionary Committee's appointment of
Mecaunl as a second missionary to McDonald 4n 1875. In 1877
no financial support was received from the East, Again in
1878 the Committee yeported that McCaul had recaeived no

gsupport from them, Dut was living on M1is own resources, 23

2?
Ibid,, Jamuary 4, 1377,

23epuniteba Mission Committee, 1875-79," BYB, 1879,
P.40. Also see footnote 4,
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All was not bleak, however., The cliurch was able to secure a
small house and lot for $350. 3, using volunteer labour, the
congregution transfoymed the house into a place of worship
capable of seating a hundred persons, This chapel was
opened on Bunday, July 30, 1373, with Alexander Mcbonald
preaching in the morming, Daniel McCaul preaching in the aftere
noon, and Alexunder Warren preaching in the avenxng.?4
T The dharch's membership grew steadily. In accordance
with customayry procedure, Baptists were received into the
churdh through baptism, transfer of letter, or relation of
experience, Two mawbers were received into fellowship at
fmerson after a church at Morrisburg, Ontario, had dissolved
and ha@ no representative authorized to issue letters of
dismigsal., In thiz situation McDonald wrote from Winnipeg
recommending that they be accepted on the basis of their
experionce, His letter was read and approved, Each of the
two spoke briefly of his experience., Then it was moved and
seconded that the pastor extemd the right hand of fellewship
to both, '3

Another memorable event occurred im 1879 when the
church called the Rev, James Anderson to be thelr pastor,
The Installation Service was held on Apyil 23, vhen five
Baptist ministers met to commemorate the occasion, Rev, A,

hm Warren, "From Maniteba,” cB, XXIV (August
1, 1878) , 4.

?lar Baptist Church, marson, "Minute Book, ™
August 24.
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McdDonnléd, chogen chairman for the occasion, led the opening
exexcises. The former pastor, Rev, Daniocl MeCaul, extended
the right hand of fellgwship to Anderson., Rev. John Stawart,
pastor of Btanowall Church, gave the charge to tha pastor,
Rew, mmm tulbest, 8 naw arrival in Menitoba, gave the
chaxge ro £he éhutch,, "wesin [a] neat, orthodox, forcibie
but kind address full of wise and wall chosan woxds.*2¢ The
Rev, John 3cott, thae Presbyterxian minister of Emerson, also
axtended & walcome to the new pastor, Deacon Theodore Jasper
contriduted to the evening by addressing the retiring paster
"with a full heart and » swollen hand,* and £inished his
"awm &w a jesture (sic.) with the xight hand, which made
Bro, MaCaul some $80 richer without making the Dmerson
dhuych any pooxer." The donation was a tangible exprossion
of thai'r friendship'=: for McCaul, in “approcliztion of his
labore among tham. .. for their spiritusl good.“” The new
.ﬁm:w closed the meeting by pronouncing the benediction,

" * Late in 1879 an appeal was madc to the Manitoba
Miseion Committee for $400 to assist the work at Emerson,?8
" Appavently tha amount requixed was placed in the budget for
the next yoear, for, in 18380, when tha Committoe passed out of
mttmce in favour of & newly appointed all westorn Board of
Managers for the Maniteba Mission, it was recommended that the
*Baptist Union* of ontario and Quebec give this budgeted item

2‘“mmza..xm at Emerson,” (B, XV (Msy 8, 1879), 5

é ayulay Baptist Church, Emewson, “Minute Book",
Hovenber 19. 899,
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due aktention.?? But there is no evidunco that the cuz was
aver sant to tha BEmerson dhurch,

Eaxly in 1880, plans were sct on foot to obtain a
new site and to build a nw‘chﬂrch. A committee was seb up
to aoiidiﬁ tihc ald of the lndies in t}ha church to help raise
money ff:.rr"‘tha naw buix.ﬁinq. Then g.‘Lﬁanz railed into stormy
waters, on June 9 the pastor requested church members to
stay ﬁftar Prayer Mceting, to f£ind an w:planaﬁ.on ag to "why
some of the ladies bad taken money raised st (%) Oyster
Suppers to purchasa an'ox'a;"azx;“» The ladias rep:u.ea that they

«eswWere undexr the z,mpress:wn that they were authorized
to do so having deen asked by some of the Church
membors to yaise mmaey to furnish the Church vhich they
ware about to bulld.

They won theu Mai:kan‘d a comuittee was appajmted
P .a.ﬂwr discusaion” to #urébaaa an organ with the money
f:‘m»ﬁha Oyatez suppeiéu.  The building was erected .'..ater in
1880, but without the money set aside By the ladies for the

OXPERY .

The thiyd Baptist church in Manitoba was foundod at
Btonewall, about 30 mlles northwest of Winnipeg., Of its

2500 "Manitoba Mission Committee, 18795-80" BYB, 1880,
P. 32, and "Manitoba Mission~-foport of the Committee to the
Baptist Undom,®. . 1881, pp. 18«28, and 124, Whem in 1880,
the “Manitoba Migsion Committee,” passed out of existence, tha
*Baptist Union" became the channel through which Manitoba
mission work was to de directed, It appointed & Board of

ors, Manitoba Mission, composad mntirelr of western members.

This new board was expected to tzke gver the duties formerly
performec by the Manitoba Mizsionary Committee,

g equiar ist Church, "Minut u
ng.”?“ Bapt Emerson, ute Book,
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establishment McPBonald wrote in 1878:
Oon the 8th inst, it was my happy privilege...to
witness the organization of a Regular Baptist
church to be known as the ‘'Stonewall Baptist Church,’
this being the nearest Post Office and the rising
village of that name being the pnbabif location of
the church's future place of worship.

This church had eight charter members and it was expected

that ffve or six would soon join., Purther McbDonald continued

in his report:

Immediately after the organization of the

+*r church, a unanimous call was extended by it to our
well known and erable and estimable (sic.) Bro.
John Stewart, late of Lanark, Ont., to become its
pastor ,nd to do mission work in the region round
about,3

Stewart accepted the call,

Already a Sunday School had been formed and lively
prayer meetings were being held. The pesple had just settled
in the area and had invested their savings in purchasing
farms and homes. Families, as a rule, were young, especially
those most likely to associate with the church, McDonald's
observation being:

With two exceptions, all that form the constituent
membership, and that are likely now to join their
nunder; are heads of futuegs and in the active
strength and vigour of life.
They needed assistance in building a chapel and pleaded for
a gift of $500 to aid them,

Early in 1879 they were making some progress in planning

335, McDenald, “Another Church in Manitoba,* CB, XXIV
(August gg. 1878), 4.

Ibid, 33xbxg,
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“a stone synagogue.” Through subscriptions and aid received
from "the mother church"34 in Winnipeg they had raised nearly
$800. Their endeavours continued and by April they were
ready to erect a chapel in the village,

The Manitoba Mission Committee aided the church some=
what by attempting to supply $20 a month in 1878. In 1879,
when Stewart was working on a field in which Stonewall was
one of four points, the Committee again pledged to support
him at the same monthly rate, but obviously was unable to do
so because $150 was still owing on the promised $240 of the
previous year, 35

In 1880 local difficulties arcse amongst the settlers
of the Stonewall area because of restricting government land
raegulations. As a yresult many moved south into Dakota. This
weakened the church both financially and numerically just at
the time wvhen a new chapel had been completed in 1880. The
fading Manitoba Mission Committse could not promise to assist
Stewart any longer.3® Having little choice, he too moved to
Dakota in the United Btates “at the call of sonme Baptists
thcte."37 probably in the summer of 1880, The emigration of
other members to Dakota posed further problems for the church
about this time; but at least it had succeeded in building its
chapel.

34uprom Manitoba," €B, XXV (January 30, 1879), 4.

35‘Man1tdba Mission Committee" BYB, 1879, p.40, and
1880, p.332.
6
"Manitoba Mission--Report of the Committee to the
Baptist Union," BYB, 1881, p, 18.

"From Emerson - Manitoba," CB, XXVI (August 5, 1las80), 1.
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High B - P e, 187

The fourth church founded in the Canadian Northe
West, and the last in the period 1375 - 1880, was situated
at Aigh Bluff, west of Winnipeg and north of Portage la
Prairie, betwean the latter and the tip of Lake Manitoba,
Here in .18379, in the spring, McDonald met with a very atten-
tive group that was worshipping on ite own, He saw the need
of establishing a preaching point here, for all factors
indicated that a church could be established here soon.

Reportadly, the first baptism in open waters took
place 1n this region, along the shore of the Assiniboine
River a few miles from High Bluff, when McDonald baptized a
candidate on Tuesday morning, Septemier 30, Although more
than sixty professing believers had bDeen baptized by immersion
in Baptist churches in Manitoba during the last four years,
this was the first one in the province outside of Winnipeg to
take place in the open water,38

The church was formed at High Bluff in October, 1879.
Nine baptized professing balievers met on a Wednesday after-
noon, in the house of Joseph Coy, and organized themselves
into a "New Testament Church.,” After a service of prayer and
praise, each of the nine related his Christian experience and
Letters were presented for those who had them, Satisfied with
each other's Chyistian experience, all agreed as a church to
walk together, to maintain the ordinances, and to propagate

38*?“5#: Baptism in Open Waters In Manitoba,"” CB, XXV
{(octobexr 23, 1879), 1.
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the Word. The Rev, A, C, Turner was called as their pastor.
He accepted and made a brief statement on behalf of the church
regarding doctrine, practice, and church polity. At this
point
The church then elected two of their number as

deacons who were then solemnly set apart to their

work by prayer and the laying on of hands of the

eldership, pastors, Stewart and McDonald joining with

the pastor of the new&g organized church in the

ordination exercises.

That evening the Recognition Service took place in
the home of Deacon Henry Wilton. McDonald addressed the
church and the pastor concerning their relation to each
other and to the world., John Stewart delivered a discourse
on Matthew 21:37. Thus the High Bluff Church came into
existence with the largest charter membership of any of the
Baptist churches formed in Manitoba to 1880.

Apparently the intention at this time was to extend
work from High Bluff to Portage la Prairie, for it was
recorded by the Manitoba Mission Committee, in 1879, that
A.C, Turner was appointed to be the minister at this new
preaching point and that $200 was needed for his support
that year. The following yvear further application was made
to the Committee for such aid, but there is not record of
support ever having been received.4? It was becoming increas-~

ingly apparent that Eastern interest in western expansion was

39"Hig‘h Bluff: Organization," B, XXV (Octaber "3,
1879), 1.

40umanitoba Mission Committee, 1879-80," BYB, 1880,
pP. 327 and "Manitoba Mission--Report of the Committee to the
Baptist Union," BYB, 1831, pp. 18-20.
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on the decline, 1If their work was to succeed Western Baptists

were going to have to find other more certain means of gupport.

The western answer to increasing eastern missionary
indifferance was the formation of the Red River Association
of Rmiu Baptist Churches in 1880, its purpose being to
create a bond of fellowship that would rally westerners to
the principle of self-support of their expanding work.

McDonald, realizing that the focal point of any rally
was the canvineing of the people wvho were to take part that
there was a real need for the cause, set about to outline
the urgent nature of this western need. Surveying the
situation as it existed i{n August 1879, he outlined what he
considered to be the future lines of Baptist expansion in the
North-West,

The first area of need, as he saw it, was a field
with Portage la Prairie as its focal point, extending from
Poplar Point to Totogan. Within this district the people
at Righ Bluff were already well organized, Portage itself,
1£ provided with a capable leader, could form a church of
its own as well, Some 16 to 18 miles north of Portage
another chupgh could also be established, Burnside, some
8 miles from Portage, could become a preachinq point,

The second area of concern centred around Gladstone,
located about 40 miles north and west of Portage, A church
could soon be constituted in this region 1f a suitable leader
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could be found: and several preaching stations could be
established within a 10 to 20 mile radius of the central
point of operi{:ion.

Westward, about 30 miles, were two other new sattle~
ments that could iaa isarved by one miaéionaiy. p:efe:ably a
person who was willing to homestead part-time and participate
in missionary activity the remainder of the time. Rapid City,
still further wcs!:,. .am! a iittia to the south, alroidy hac’i a
group of 10 to 12 B_apl:itta vho desired t;o form a 'ehurc;‘h. Hew
Tiverton, vhere “akéi:har Hulbert" had settled, was only 30
to 40 miles beyond Rapid City. Some 30 to 40 milau. southwest
of Portage la Prairie amthir field could be opened by a man
who was w&lnnq to work a farm and apemi the rest of his
time as a missionary.""]‘

Pour months aftaey McDonald had presented this survey
of possihle avenues of expansion, he received a letter from
the Penbina Mountain region of southwestern Nanitoba, located
about 90 miles west of Emerson im the vieinity of Rock Lake,
which further enlarged the geographical scope of his thinking,
Here some 25 Baptists had settled and

Thinking they had been overlooked or neglected
in the spiritual administration of the missiona
service in the province, they met, talked over the
situation, and veselved that they would make them=
selves known and heard as to thelr wants; and so

they auvthorized one of thelr number, ,..0f Preston
P,0., to write a8 to their desire for the services of

"'A. McDonald, “Manitoba Cry,” SB, XXV (August 28, 1879),

4, See "Appendix A" for a map to locate specific place names,



a Baptist miss{ionary among them, and throughout
that region of country, ...

“Indeed," continued Mcbonald, "there is field enough in that
southern range of country for six active, earnest missionarias."‘z
It was to meet such a need that the Winnipeg Baptist
church, under McDonald's guidance, issued an invitation to
the Emerson, Stonewall, and Hidh Bluff churches to send
delegates “to attend a meeting in Winnipeg for the formation
of an a-sociation.“43
The attendance may not have been as complete as
desired, but it was sufficiently representative, the list
of those present being recorded as follows:
Winnipey -« Rev. A, McDonald, and Messrs, Hill,
Sellick and McIntyr,
Emerson « Rev, James Anderson and Mr. R, S.
Chalmers.
Stonewall- Mr. John McMillan.
Portage la Prairie (High Bluff) - Rev. A, C, Turner,44
It was decided: "That an association of Baptist
churches in this Province now be formed, and that the same be
called the ASSOCIATION OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES."45 a
committee was set up to draft a constitution and by-liéws which

would regularize organization, This draft was presented in

4

1879) ., 4.

Regulayr Baptist Church, Emercon, "Minute Book,"
September 22, 1880.

44
"Minutes of the First Red River Association of

Regular Baptist Churches, held at Winnipeg, Septenber 24,
1880," ¢B, XXVI {(October 21, 1880), 1. It would appear that
Rev. A.C. Turner was the official representative of High
Bluff rather than Portage la Prairie, as Portage did not have
an officially organized church until May 5, 1881 (see Chapter
I1I, foo:nqte 35).,

g

“A. McDonald, "Macedonian Cry," CB, XXV (December 4,
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the afternoon mecting, read a first time, then read a second
time, clause by clause, and adopted after slight amendments.
The most significant sections of the approved document
were Article IV of the Constitution and the "1llth® of the Rye
Laws, These were worded as follows:
. Azt, IV (Constitution] -~ This Assoctiation shall
raecognize the power and independence of the Churches,
and in no case oxercise any auvthority or jurisdiction
over them, Nevertheless, it shall have 2 right to
drop from its connection any Church which, in the
opinion of the Association, may have essentially
departed from the faith, either in principle or
practice.

L4 Ld - L4 - LJ - Ld L] » - L4 - L] -» L 4 . L2

1lth (By-lLaws) -~ Whenever any Member of this
body shall be preaent at a corresponding Association,
such Mepber shall, on presenting a copy of our minutes
g::\ﬁgi.nim his name, be considered a messenger from
Herain were exemplified both the democratic principle
of represantation and the view that an authorized delegate
had power to speak authoritatively For the commissioning body.
The interest of this 1880 meeting at Winnipeg was not
solely confined to the question of forming an Association of
Baptist churches, McDonald teook the opportunity to sum up
the nature of the Baptist challenge in Manitobz and the lorth=
West, RA.C. Turner delivered a paper on "French Work" and
recompendeds “that a missionary should be secured to labor

among French people in this province, "47'1'0 be certain that

46
Baptist An argaries 1883, (Winmnipeg: MelIntyre
Bros., Book and Job Printers, ¢ . PP. 8~10, Sea "Appendix
p* for a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Association,

7"!&11’:\:1:9: of the FPirst Red River Association of
Regular Baptist Churches,” CB, XXVI (October 21, 1880), 1,
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tiea with Ontaris and Quebec would bz maintained, despite
lessening Easteorn interest in the West, it was moved and
carried "that Rev, Jas, Coutts, be invited to represent the
Manitoba and North-West missions at the approaching meeting
of the Baptist Union of Canada,"48

Thig latter motion signified the continuing interest
of Manitoba and North-West Baptists i{n their Eastern
associates; but, as shall be seen, it was also to mark a
futuré po!.nb of tansion betweeni Tastern and Western Baptists.

uaanwhile,, wastern conditions were to be conducive to
ecntinual gmwl:h by Baptiats in both churches and organization,
during the imediate yvears ahead. The next chapter will
relate the rapid expansion of Baptist churches in Manitoba
and the North-West; and, the final chapter will trace the
growth in Baptist organization in which the tensions between
Eastern and Wsstern Baptists became inereasingly apparent
until settlement was reached in 1834,

48 |
M Uk



CHAPTER III
CONTINURD WESTERN BAPTIST EXPANSION, 1881 -~ 1884

During the years 1881 to 1884 three events brought
rapid change to the pattern of Baptist growth in the Canadian
North-West: (1) the founding of Prairie College at Rapid City
in 1880 as a Baptist educational enterprise; (2) the extension
of the Canadian Pacific Railway west from Winnipeg; and (3) the
great economic boom of 1881 - 1882,

This chapter will briefly outline the influence these
three factors exerted upon the rising Baptist cause in the
NorthWest 1

Prairie College, "the denominational College of the
Regular Baptists of Manitoba and the NortheWest Territory,"
founded in the £all of 1880, "just one mile from the market
square of Rapid City, Manitoba,"? was essentially the brain
child of one man,

In September 1879, Dr. John Crawfoxrd, Professor of
0ld Testament and Hebrew at Woodstock College in Ontario,

lror the statistical growth of the early Baptist Churches
of the Canadian North<West see "Appendix B" wh:lch has photo-
dup!.:l.catad statistics taken fm the ,a.», 18 0

"Prairic College," BYB, 1883, p. 93. See "Appendix F*

for a_complete get of refermces to Canadian Baptist
articles on Prairie College, and BXB

49
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envigsioned the value of esmuahing a training school in the
North-West for furiﬂwring the grownh of the Baptist work
thera, He publiihed his thoughts on the subject in the Canadian
Baptist; then, at the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec
held in Octnber of that yaar. annotmceﬂ a plan for en:ecutd.ng
the prajact T‘he rapome was encouraging, the minutes of
the Convention reportmgz
Pyt e e
appointed to confer with Dr, Crawford and to aid him

- An bringing his scheme into practical operation, We
feel sure a vast amount of good can be accomplished

m;cmer proposaed, and we long to sec the work

M: an evening swsion oﬁ thn, c@nvention c:wfom
deta!.lad h:.s scheme more funy He wished to abandon the old
idea of smding out missfonaries who were aepmm: upon
Fastern funds for aupport. Instead he gropnsed to sm@ men
West who would be w:t.lld.ng to work mmually for their own
support and to praad-x part time as their work schedules per-
mitted, He thawglm thts could best be acampliahed "y
training men upon the ¢011~4 |

A ?ratrie Oallage w.ssimary S«aciety was formed to
aid Crawford in solicitﬂ.ng support for this proponed vanture,
the object of the Society being:

(1) 76 educate young men of pi and abild
pioneer ministers of the mveﬁn the ‘Regug;-

3'm1taha m.ssiem Minutes of Omtario & Quebec
112 lapti ‘1 , XXV (october 23, 1879), 5.
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Baptist denomination, &nd to assiast them in first
sattling., (2) To give a secular education adapted
to the wantn of tha country, to youny persong of
both semes, (3) To supply books to graduating
shudqm:s, and also Bid eg and religious tracts for
gratuitous distyidbution.

C. B, Davis, who assumed responsibility for soliciting
funds, wrote a letter to the ganiid;an Baptist pleading that
the sum of $£10,000 be raiséd for Pralirie COllégea. He avrgued
that this amount was needed to establish and maintain the
institution for a period of three years. If the venture was
succeasful, h= believed that withi.n’ ten years over fifty men
could be gent into the North-West to lay the foundatione for
self-supporting churches.®

| Somchow pufficient money wae ralged and the fipst
party of students journeved with Davis to Rapid City early in
the spring of 1880, Ninety acres of land was chosen by the
group ‘with!.n a aile radiue of the town, and another 960 acres
three miles outside of the town. A clear title of ownership
wae secured for the 90 acres closest to the town; the other
960 acres was made available for homesteading.’

’Dy Dacenber the f£irst building of the College had been
arected, It was no ﬂrmtiet hovel., but a fine stone structure.8

Already so many students were asking for admittance that some

-

S"Cmatitution of Prairie College Migsionary Society,*
&8, XXV (December 4, 1879}, 1.

GG. B, Davis, "The Financial Outlook for Prairic
College,” CB, XXV (Movenber 77, 1270}, 4.

Tupyom Rapid city, NW.T.0 OB, XXVI (Bpril 18, 18S0) 1.

sa'ohn Crawford, "Prairie College,” CB, XXVI (Decembar

16, 1880), 1, a clipping appearing in a scrapbook entitled
'Drgitie Collage, Rapid City, Manitaba," p. 12,
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applications had to be rejected. As Crawford's daughter
observed the students at work on the nearly 1100 acres of
land, she reporteds “...{they) work like beavers. There is
no trouble in getting them to study. In fact we are all busy,
and are, I think, enjoying our work very much, "9

There are no minutes to show that the idea of founding
Prairie College was a major factor in calling the Red River
Association into being in 1880, but its constituent churches
proved to be enthusiastic supporters of the idea., Crawford
visited the Emerson church in the fall of that year and
noteds

As they had by entirely supporting their pastor, and
in the building of their church, been lifting to the
utmost of their ability, I did not urge the claims

of Prairie College. I had from them, however, the
most cordial and earnest expression of their approval
and sympathy; and no doubiothoy will lend an assisting
hand at some future date,

Encouraged generally by such support, the Red River
Association Meeting of 1881, held at Emerson, passed a
resolution favouring the College, which reads

Whereas the important mission field opening in the
North West calls for immediate labor, and whereas

we cannot expect a sufficient supply of missionary
laborers from the eastern Provinces to meet that
demand, and whereas Prairie College, through its
able, zealous and persevering originator and promoters,
is making praiseworthy efforts to supply the want—-
Resolved, that we, as an Association, record an
expression of our sincere and deep sympathy with the
work undertaken and pledge ourselves to eaooum?f and
help to sustain it to the extant of our ality,

11 -
C.C. Mclaurin, Western C g (calgary:
Published by the author, 1939), pp. 95-96. McLaurin nas the
only primary reference to the Red River Association Minutes of

1881. At least there are no original sources he *
Eoueetion" or the CB {n this period. in the "Westqm
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When, in the following year, the Association met at
Winnipeg, Davis, now “"Professor Davis“", praeasented three
resolutions concerning the College, on behalf of the Committee
on Resolutions., The first of these urged financial support
of the College, The second urged the sending of a continuous
flow of students to it for training. The third urged the
actual employing of the studente on the mission fields. This
third resolution brought home the realization that some who
were studying at Prairie Colleye were unable to participate
in missionary work for lack of financial support and had to
spend their vacation working at secular canmgs.lz

Iin March 1382, the Regular Baptist Missionary Cone-
vention of Manitoba and the North-West was formed, and at its
second meeting of the ensuing October the following resolution
was passed regarding Prairie College:

Having listened with great interest to the able
and encouraging report by Dr, Crawford on Prairie
College, also to the discussion on the same, resolved
that this Convention express its confidence in Dr,
Crawford's policy in regard to its management, and
that the pastors and officiers of this Convention be
requested to praesent the claime of this institution
before our various churcheg so as to secure their
sympathy and aid in its support in the shape of an
annual collection and subscription, and that the firsb
Lord's Day in November be set apart for this purpose,

While the body of official pronouncements favouring the
College grew, internal administration of its affairs was net

going so well. Lack of proper commmication and rising

12uy481t to Red River Association,® CB, XXVIIT (July
20’ 1882,' 1.

13'!!1nutes of the Second Mesting, Regular Baptist
Missionary Convention of Manitoba and the North-West," BYB,
1883, p. 48. 8ee Chapter IV for detail concerning the
formation of this Convention.
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financial difficulties had begun to cause conflicting views
between Crawford and Davis, especially late in 18581 and earxly
1882, To settle the differences between the twe, the church
at Rapid City held an investigation. In July 13382 a letter
appeared in the Cenadian Baptist indicating that all
differegces had beon "amicably settled” to the satisfaction of
both parties) that their actions had in no way stained their
moral character; that they both wished “to bury the matter
foraver®; and that they wishad *others te do the same,"l4

But, unfortunately, the problans of Prairie College
were deeper Tunning than the differences of opiniom which ‘i:.
Crawford and Davis had agreed to forget, so deep runming
that in 1883 the Manitoba Missionary Comvention held in
Portage la Prairvie, voted that the College be closed, after it
had bheen opan for only three yvears, Financial problems
played a major yole in the decision, A change in the proposed
route of western extension of the rallway was also a detere
mining factor, for by this change the railway was routed
through Branden, instead of Rapid City as originally planned,
removing the latter from the main stream of western traffie,
Purther the Easterners were complicating the situation by
roquesting that all Baptist theclogical education in Canadawe
Maritime, Ontario and (Quebec, and Western--be centralized in

E
i

"‘m Crawford and G. B, Davis, “"Prairie College
Difficuley Settled,” CB, YXXVIII (July 6, 1882), 5. See also
"About Prairie Gollege Again,” CB, II (December 22, 1881),
1, for a summary of the issues separating them,
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Toronto, 13

The role of finance in bringing about the demise of
Prairie College bears further scrutiny. The East had supported
the College financially until its close in 1883. With the
closing, the Easterners felt that thair investment in western
educatiqn had been lost, Quite naturally they severed
official financial support, refusing to channel funds designated
for Prairie College to genmeral Western missionary work.l®

It was under these conditions that the Fyfe Misaionary
Society actively emtered the missionary enterprise in the
NortheWest in 1883. Composed of students from McMaster Hall,
Toronto, its purpose was twofold. First, it strove to realize
the implications of Jesus' words, "Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel,” both through the study of Scripture
and the gaining of practical experience in the actual mission
field, Secondly, it strove especially to send workers into
destitute arecas which the Baptist llome Missionary Society of
Ontario and Quebec had not yet been able to reach, In 1883
the Society semt its first student, R, G, Boville, to the
Noxth-West, and located him at Portage la Prairie for a short
period of summer work.l7? The next year the Society sent out
8ix more missionaries to labour in the North-Weste--E,F, Jordan

ls”uinutes of the Third Meeting, Regular Baptist
Missionary Convention for Manitcba and the NortheWest," %.
1884, pp. 50=52, Also see Chapter IV for influence of this
action at the Portage Convention of 1883 and its effects on
Eastern support,

Gmlﬁ ,» See also “N-W! N-W!" CB, XXX (January 31, 13884),
1.

1epyte missionary Society,” ¢B, XXIX (March 8, 1883), 5.
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at Birtle, D.J. MoGillivray at Grenfel and Wolsely, i..C.
Fracer at Troy and Indian Head, Joseph H. Doolittle at Emerson,
W.C. Weir at Carman City, and S.H, Cain at Strathclair.l8 The
impact of their work was noticeably felt, and gratefully
acknowledged by the manrcobi Missionary Convention which
resolved in 1884:

That the mvemim record its appreciation of the

assistance rendered by the Fyfe Missionaxy Society

in semding six of its best young men to occupy

fields in this countyy, which but for thur tgtmn

would now be destitute of gospel privileges.

Also tribute should bae paid to the missionary function
parformaed Yy Prairie Collega during its brief threewear
existance. Among its students who served as missionaries
were: J,E, Morgan who worked in the Stratholair - Shoal
Lake - and Birtle arem; Joan Millard who worked full time
in the Rogk Lake aountry where he preachad at six stations;
M. Vvansickle and Albert Haines who aperated a saw-mill at
Big Bend and conducted services on Sundays; C.H. Phillimore
(sometimes spelled Philimore) who built a ggzist mill at Grand
Valley and preached on Sundays; Pred Westwood who shared his
time between farming and preaching in the vicinity of the
College; and William Travis, A, Chantler, and Charles Lae who
ramained at the College itself doing church work in the
ipmediate geographical area, All these students, like the

workers of the Fyfe Missionary Society, helped lay the

18.ryfe Misstonary Bociety,” CB, XXX (December 8, 1884),

1
SMinutes of the Pourth Meeting of B tist Home
Miss convanuon of Manitoba and the North-West,® BYB,
s Po

""5 [
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foundation of the future Baptist churches in the Weatexf:..:"'o

In the economic sphere the Manitoba of 1881 was quite
different than that which Alexander McDonald had faced in his
work there in the early 1870's. Morton describes the hasic
nature éf this change as follows:

THE OLD MANITOBA OF 1870 HAD BEEN ENGULFED in
the new Manitoba of 188l. In one decade of swift
change the province had seen the fuxr trade give way
to tha grain trade, the cart brigade to the railway
train, The métis had withdrawn to the wooded river
lots, or trakked to the plains of the Saskatchewan
to shoot down the last bands of buffalo...The wandere
ing trail of Indian and trader was cut fence and
furrow and the rigid road allowance of the surveyor
was beginning to grid the face of lowland and upland,
At the river crossings towns were rieing and bridges
springing., The last cart brigade had creaked along
the Portags Tralil, and no more, as in 19. would the
plains traders come in to Winnipeg, ...

A keoy factor in bringing about this change was the
axtension of the railway lines west from Winnipeg, This
allowed agricultural products to be shipped out from prairie
points indepandently of the rivers and lakes,

In 1878 the Canadian Pacific Railroad (C.P.R.) laid
tracks from St. Boniface southward to Emersony then from 1831
to 1883 west of Winnipeg for some 600 miles, As far as the

zoxnformtion cited in this paragraph was taken from
the following sources "Location of Prairie College Students
For the Summer," CB, XXVII (May 26, 188l1), S; other sources
used in this section include: "Prairie College," BYB, 1881,
PP. 101-106; m‘,. 1882, pp. 108«110y BYB, 1883, pp. 93«94y
C.C. McLaurin, "The Beginnings of Christian Education Among
Baptists of Western Canada,® w XXVI (May 1933).
PP. 1l4-15 and McLaurin's book, Pioneey ' En_Chni
(Calgaxy: Published by the author,

2
1W. L, Morton, W (Toronto: Univer-
sity of Toronto Press, 1 s P. 199,
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track was built, "and scores of miles farther,“ settlers
scattered "north and sgouth."2? The town of Brandon boomed

in this paeriod because it was located on the newly extended
western tracks. Winnipeg lived in a frenzy of speculation.
"Lots on Main Street were exchanged for higher prices than
those then commanded on Michigan Avenue in Chicago. Auctioneers
chanted day in, day out, and far into the dusk on every street
cornar,"?3 Tmerson, now connected with the rail systems of
both United States and Canada, applied for a further charter
which would connect it with the Turtle Mountain region to its
wast, The provincial governmment granted the charter and the
"Emerson Northwestern Corporation" was formed to continue the
project. But the Dominion government, having given a monopoly
to the C.P.R., disallowed the Emerson charter in 1882, leaving
the town struggling to pay a large debt it had incurred by
building a rallway dridge across the Red River. Thus it is
claimed: “It was not the flood of *'82, as some people will
affirm, but the railway and bridge troubles of 1883 that ruined
Emerson’s hopes for the future,"24 The future of another town
that had promisod to figure prominemtly in Baptist history was
also affacted adversely by the western route chosen by the
C.P.R. Rapid City, which had been chosen as the site for
Prairie College because early surveys had indicated that the

271\.3. Cameron, "From Manitoba," CB, XXIX (May 17, 1883)
z:mrton. op, cit,, P. 200.

*"Rallway Facilities", e Hist .
(Emerson: The Emerson Journal, 1950). C.C. MclLaurin implies
that the flood was the strongest factor in crippling the

Emerson Church, but Morton affirms that the railroad venture
was the dominant factor as suggested by the quote,
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railvay would pass through there, suffered severely when
Brandon was chosen for the main route instead. The College
was an early casualty of this change of route,

The effect of the railroad and economic booms on the
rising cost of living was reflected in an article appearing in
the Canadian Baptist for 1883, in which the clerk of the
Emerson church, in advertising for a new minister, reported
that the newly erected church had just been completed at the
cost of $3,000, on a lot that was also now valued at $3,000.23
In general such skyrocketing of prices was to be associated
with urban real estate; but at the same time the tendency was
to create a sense of increasing wealth in agriculture, Farmers
bought more land and equipment., New settlers were driven out
of the larger urban centres, where prices and the cost of
living were soaring, to puychase cheaper land, This promoted
the growth of naw towns which tended to inject new vigour
into the economy.

The quickening pace of the growth of Baptist church
iife in the North-West at this time is evidenced in three main
developments., 7The churchaes establishad before 1881 continued
their work with varying, but generally encouraging, results,
In addition, twelve new chuxrches sprang up from 1831 to 1884,
to validate Alexander McDonald's contemporary comment that the
*boom” in "town and country" was "not without a chapelebuilde
ing boom."26 Further the work of the new churches was being

2
SJ.E. Fairchild, "Emerson, Maniteba," CB, XXIX

(October 11, 1883), S,

A, McDonald, "Letter From Winni " XWI
1. 1882), 1. ! pes.” 2. T (dune
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expanded by the founding of preaching points in outlying
arcas as they developed, 27

The continuing churches of this period-s=those at
Winnipeg, Fmerson, Stonewall and High Bluffe-all had their
ups and‘dma.

Winnipeg

During the winter months of 188l the building of the
"mother church" at Winnipeg was remodalled to increase its
seating capacity from 400 to 1,000, The project cost about
$§7,000, exclusive of the new furnishings that had to be added.

McDonald resigned as pastor at the end of May, 1882,
completing nine noteworthy vears of service in this position,
He left not at his own personal desire but rather at the
desire of others who felt he was more urgently needed as
"Financial Agent* and “General Missionary" for tihe newly formed
Regular Baptist Missionary Convaontion for Manitoba and the
North-West, founded on March 1, 1882,

In secking a new pastor, the church discarded the
practice of “candidating” or "preaching matches" and appointed
a pulpit committee to enquire, correspond, and make rmend-:
ations concerning who should be called. The name of Rev, A,

27‘1‘1;0 names of the newer churches and the preaching

points associatad with them are listed in the statistical
tables of 1879-1885; also in "Appendix C.* As each will
be mention later in this chapter, none are named here. From
the statistical tables it will becomz apparent that scme of
the churches ware founded a year or more before they joined the
Red River Association.
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A, Cameron was presented and accepted., By Septamber 24 he was
in Winnipeg ready to undertske his new assignment, Membership
of the church at this time was about 170, The following year
was one of marked growth., A summary of the progress under
Cameron's pastorate to September 1883 indicated that Bible
Class attendance now averaged 683 that Sunday School attendance
had grown to 233; and that over a 100 names had been added to
the church roll, S

Emerson

Fmerson, at this time, had about 1,500 inhabitants.
The bridge which was intended to link the town to the Turtle
Mountain region by rail was being built at the cost of $40,000,
a sum that was to lead in 1885 to a declaration of bankruptey
wvhen the C.P.R, monopoly prevented the use of the bridge for
the purpose it had been built., Four other churches-«Roman
Catholic, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Methodist--stood as
a challenge to the Baptist work,

Under these conditions, the Baptist church at Emerson
worked to the best of its ability with its new building, just
opened on September 10, 1880, and the 70 active members whose
enterprise had made the building possible, Rev. James Anderson
who had begun his pastoral duties in 1879 continued in this

28
Sources: Regular Baptist Church, Emerson, "Kinute

Book,® Februavy 15, 1882; “From Winnipeg," B, XXVIII (April

20, 1882), 4«57 Alex McDonald, "Letter !‘ron%innipq.“ cB,

xxviit (June 1, 1882), 1y "Manitoba Mission," CB, XXVIII (June
1§, 1882), 4; “Wimnipey," CB, XXVIII (November 23, 1882), 5;
“Winnipeg," CB, XXIX (June 14, 1883), 5; and "From Bro. McDonald,"
CB, XXIX (September 27, 1883), 5,
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position until Pabruary 15, 1382, when ill health forced his
regignation, TFor the next two years the church was without a
regular minister, An article appearing in the Conadian Baptist
for Ogtobey 11, 1883 annwunced that the congregation was still
seeking a pastor, and that though they still owed $1,000 on
the new.bullding they could pay a qualified person $700 or
$300 pey year, It was their prefercnce that sugh a person
should come on & three-month trial basis to evaluate the
gituation, The following vear Joseph H, Doolittle, a student
fxom McMastoer Fall in Toronto, came to Emexson upon appointe
ment by the Manitoba Missionary Conventien. Arriving in May
he was appointed Superiantendent of the funday School and
teacher of the Bible Class, and requested to administexr the
ordinance of the Lord's Supper; but that October the church
was again without a pastor. A letter by Doolittle, which
appeared in the October 16 issue of the Canadign Baptist, urged
that the chuxch be given liberal financial assistance so that
it could support a full-time pastor. Its menbership had
decreased to 40 during the pastorless period and the collapse
of the boom had left tho coagregation unable to pay the debt
of $1,000 it had acquired in building; yet the field was one of
yenl opportunity 4¢f the needed leadership could be provided,?9

29 .
Sources: Regular Baptist Church, Emerson, "Minute
Book," Eeptember 19, 1880; June 8, 1881 February 15, 1882
August 2, 18837 May 4 and 11, 1884, £ee also "From Emerson,
Manitoba,” CB, XIVI (August 5, 1880), l; “"From Emerson, Manitoba,
XXvii (June 30, 188l1), 1l; "Emerson, Manitoba," CB, XXIX

October 11, 1883), 59 "Good News From Emerson,” XXX (August
7, l884), 4; "Emerson,” CB, XXX (October 16, 1884), 5; History
of EPmexson. (Emersen: The Emerson Journal, 1950).
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Stonewall

- In the early months of 1881 the church at Stonewall
workad under a handicap because its first pastor, John
Stewart, had left for Dakota in the sumer of 1830. But in
1881 it secured the 1eadexship 9f an unordained minister, S,
J. Cunnings, who had left the Methodiet Bible Chr:l.atian Church
to he ‘buprtiz@d by immersion and had joined the Baptists., In
Decenbier of that year he had to travel by rail to Winnipeg
with several candidates for baptism because the Stonewall church
was 80 distant frm water that ;t had no haptj.stry of u;a owm.
on Jamuary 25, 18§° Cunnings, who had laboured auccen!uu.y
for the past four months, was preemted for ordination. 2ll
Baptist churches in Manitoba had been invited to send delegates
for tha occasion. Those gél_t;u_a_lly in attendance were: Dr.
John Crawford of Rapid c.i.t . _zaséo: William Murdin of Gladstone,
Pastor A, C. Turmer of High Bluff and Portage la Prairie, Pastx
James Anderson and Deacon Theodore Jasper of Emerson, Pastor
A, McDonald and Daacons W, J, Smith and A, Hill from Winnipeg,
and Deacon John Gunn and "Brethren® Welsh, Revel, and Underwood
of Stonewall, Ccumnings was arked to give a statemant of his
conversion, Chriptisn experience and call to the ministry.
After two hours of qumwning of hta views concerning Chrs.stff

doctrine and New Tastmt polity, he was unanimously rewmené-
od for ardm&t.f.on. The service of ordination took place that
evening.

Little more is known about life within the Stonewall
church through 1384, except that in 1883 it had called a new
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pastor, Rev, ¥William Murdin, and that jn 1884 it was receiving
financial asaistance from the Ameorican Baptist Home Missionary
Sacinty.w

£ ¥l

% L High Bluff .

The chwrch at High Bluff faced such haxd times after
1880 thak its function was reduced te that ef a preaching
point omly, The retirememt of A,C, Turner as pastor in 1882
fogced the congregotion to depend upon the leadership of a
student for the summes, G.B, Boville of NaMaster Hall, Them,
vhen Rev, Jessa Gibson became paster of the Por«age la Prairie
dwirch in the fall, Righ Rluff apparemtly become only a
preaching point of this new church., 7This is indicated by the
deopping of the name of High Bluff from the list of:cdwrches
of the Red River Association in the succeeding year and its
listing as a point whers Gibson praamched in comnection with
his Fé’i-nnc 1a Prairie wowk, 31 e

B N Chipch Y ey

* "

N€ the twelve new churshes that arose in the Canadian
R . -
North-West botween 1881 and 1384, five ware formed in the
year 1881 alone-~those at Gladstone, Rapid City, Portage la

b i e i
Pralye, Ridgeville and Strathclalr. The Gladstone, Portage

3% gurces: *Stenewall Church - Manitcoba,® CB, XXVIX
{(Decesfber 79, 1381), 4; “Ordination at Stonewall, Manitoba®,
GA, XXVIII (Febxuary 9, 1882), 5; "The Letter of the Manitoba
and NortheWest Convention to the Brethren of the English Baptist
Church“." ,ﬁt XX (March 6, 18a4), 4: and m, 1983. p. 111,

luportage 1a Prairie,” cB, XXVIIT (August 3, 1882), 5;
wportage la P¥H¥ie,” CB, XAVIIT (October 12, 1382), 57 "Portage

Prwaa' .% w fgggmber » 1882), 5; “Church Statistics,
P 9 : .
%ﬁ (Winaipegs McIntyre Bros. légf.a;‘.’ gl*?siﬁw
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la Prairie and Ridgeville churches joined the Rod River
Association in 1881, the other two in 1382,22

. Gladstone, 1881

Gladstone, situated about 30 miles northwest of
Portage la Prairie on»tha Canadian éaciﬂcz Railway, was the
s:l.i-.e 'cm‘:sm for the founding of the f’.kst naw western Baptist
church of 1831, It was formed on Saturday, January 1, of
that year, under the leadership of Rev, William Murdin. Its
thirteen charter menbers, raocecived either by letter or statement
of ewperience, gathered the next day in 2 home of one of the
group to commamorate the Lord's Supper, A untque baptism of
a husband and wifae occurred on the third Sunday of the same
month, which event Muréin reported in the Canadian Bapkipt ms
follows:

On the Saturday evening a large baptistzy was
cut out of solid ice, which was four feet in thickness,
in the White Mud Rivay, with steps to go down into At,
and on Sabbath morning s small hole was bored in the
bottam for the water to come through,

L] * - - L] * . . [ -

There wae a vast crowd collected to witness the

ordinance.,.The weather was very cold, some thought

t would suraly Rill them; but they were none the worse
for their immersion, At 3:30 p.m. it was my privilege
to give the right hand of fellowship to fivo persons,
three brethren and two sisters, four of whom I had
baptized; aftex which we commemorated our Loxd's death,
Many spectators were present g% this service, which
was held in the school-house.

L 4 » LJ - L

- ,
3 See footnote 27 of this chapter,

331!. Muxdin, "From Gladstone, N.W,T.," OB, XXVIITI (March

24, 1s8l), 1.
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In 1882, a dwmrch building was erected, Murdin
contimued to minister to the area unkil the spring of 1883
vhen he accapted an invitatien to trmmsfexr his ministry to the
Stenewall Church, During the summear that followed, the Glade
stone Church wae sexved by CH., Phillimewe, & student of Pratxie
Colleges but from that time through 1884 it was without a
stabed paster.3 L saugl o cir o gof B ST, .

v hdme, . E. o ast LR Cemfgnts Tyopnh DDBInayest M be
Rapid Qiby P ma
B e,

P A:. c!mreh was formed at Rapid cit'y on a‘annary 1. 1881,
'.mw bui.ldiw af a x:ha.pel was b@gtm in the fall of 1882. mﬂ in
August of the following ym it was in use. At this latter date,
the nawership of the Chulwh vas 50 nd 1ts minister, Gesrye
sale, a sﬁudm from HoMaster HAll, The eum apert.enced
haxd m dm!.ns the Praivie College Wﬂﬂy becamse the
maln personalities invaived in this distusbance, G.B..Davis
and John Crawfowd; had both sarved thoere with distinction to
this time.: In 1884 a Rev, P, Whitconis became minister of the
congregation., Althouwgh the Manitoba Missienary Convention cone
teihuted support at tihis time, it was believed that the church

could become self-sustaining within snother year,35

n————
34y, Murdin, “From Gladstons, NW.W.T,," CB, XXVII &

24, 1881), 1 "visit o Red River Associatien, ®viir
20, 1882), 1; "Letter of Manitoba and W ention 88 .-
gha tra”hhrrxsef the muah laptiet Cauyches, xxx (Max: o
* W » -3y SN FRFR W . b . v_m i

Brow., 1883), pp, 1lis S Phird Meeting of Rogie
lay Baptist MASRLAMER) mm .‘la mm and t_he Noxthe

w«to *. 906, By A4
n 'mw mey mm (Septemder 14. mz) . B -
XXX (Magast 30, r *hakter
of ¢he mm and ) Canvention to the Brethran of
English Baptist Churches,® XXX {March 6,)884), 4«5; "Visit
to Red River Association,” XAVIXY (me 20, 1882, 1,
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Portage la Prairie, 1881
On May 5, 1881, €five persons gathered In a log house
to organise a church at Portage la Prairie, One of them, Rev,
A,.C, Turner, Bccepted the call to be pastor. Two months later
this group was in a chapel which had cost $1,000 to build, but
was already debt free, Winnipeg had aided the cause substane
tially by subscribing $250. Turner retired in 1882, For 2
short time, G. B, Boville, the student from McMaster Hall,
#illed the place he had vacated; then in Decenber of that
vear, Rev, Jesse Gibson became the pastor.
In Pebyuaxy 1883, after a baptismal service had taken
place, it was reported thats
£51%0 BelETeE DTS T g et
S st mopl i e il o
In 1884 "resident" members nunbered 40 to 45, while another
25 adherents were living on farms in the vicinity. The
congregation paid $800 toward the support of their minister.
The remainder of his salayy was baing paild by the American

Baptist Home Mission Society,37

Ridgeville, 1881
At Ridgeville, ten miles east of Emerson, on June 17,

1863 :‘-muga la Prairte, Menitcba,” CB, XXIX (February 15,
s, _‘

fee footnote 31 and the following sources: “Portage
la Prairie,” CB, XXIX (Pdbruary 15, 1883), S5; “"Portage la
Prairie, " XX ch 6, 1884), S5y "Lettor of the Manitoba
and NortheWest Convention to the Brethren of English Baptist
Churches,” €8, XXX (March 6, 1384), 4.
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1881, a group af dealegates mostly from the Emerson Baptist
Church, met for the purpose of reeognizing a new congregatiom,
The fourteem menbers who formed this church adopted the New
Hempshire Confession of Faith as their guide, Without a
building, Shey met in a new school whare they were ministered

to by Jgmes Anderson, vho was also pastor at Emerson., When he
rosigned from the Emerson charge in 1882, he spent some further
time at Ridgeville, but it is uncertain how lang he stayed there,
as fuyther data is not available concesning the Ridgeville
church up.to 1884.°9

Strathclatr, 1881

The Stuthclur church was organized in 1881. composed
of aleven menbers, Early in 1387 J, B, Morgan was woﬂ:lnq
thm and pwvid.tng leadership in the building of a chapel,
He resigned his duties in 1883 and was succeeded hj M. Vansickle,
a student of Prairie Oolleqa who was in turn assisted by John
Miliard., In 1884 S, H. Mntrem!&cﬁastnﬂaILwas appointed
to this ﬁ.e!.d for the summer months, By this time, aupit.e
the rapidly dumying lwaem:&y, membership had grm to 80
persons., Hopes for the future appeared bright as u: was
moﬂ that the railroad would reach there within a ym.”

w

384 hurch Statistics,” % 1832-1885; "From Emerson,
Manitoba,” (B, XXVII (June 30, THEL), 1; "Church Organization
md Recogni » €8, XxvVIr (huguat 11. 881), S; Histoxv of
- Jog. clba .

“Wyisit to Red um Associstion,” XXVIIZ (July
f1ng of Feguiar Beptiet Woblsmary Convention for .

Convention for
Manitoba and North-West," 1884, pp. 47+50; "Pyfe Missione
agy Society,” xxx (o er 18, 1884), 4~5; "Church Organ=
ization and B sm, " B, XXVII (August 11, 1831), 5.
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The procise dates of the official oyxganization of the
seven new churches formed during tha years 1882 to 1834 are
difficult to ascertain from available sources., Their most
probable dates of orgmnization wares Erandon, Preston, and
Gak Burn in 1882y Troy, Birtlae, and Moosa Jow in the Northe
West Territories, in 1883y and Warrington (Roland) in 1884.

Of these seven churchas these at Brandon, Oak Burm, and Moose
Jaw joined the Agsociation in 1883; those at Trey, Birtle, and
Preston in 1884; and Warrington not until latery,

Alexandexr McDonald, on the recommandation of the Board
of the Manitoba Missionary Convention, began working in Brandon
anxly in 1882. A dwmrch was oxganized there, probsbly in
Octobar of that yvear, seme twanty persons constituting the
manbership, Moreover, it was aexpected that tem or fifteun
more would bocome meaers as soon as they were able to obtain
thair lotters of dismissal fram other churches. In 1884, the
cwrch was still without a pastor, and without immediate prospect
of securing one full time.40

The people in the Praston and Rock Lake area had
corrasponded with Alexander McPonald as early as Decamber 1879
concerning their neads and aspiration. Apparently, a congrew
gation was formed in Preston in 1882, for when McDonald viaited

40}\. McDonald, "Baptism and Church Organization at

Braadon, ” XXVIIXI (October 19, 1882), 1l; "Churdh Statistics,”
1883-337 “Minutes of Third Heeting of Ragular Baptist
p:gonary Canvaention of Manitoba and North-West," BYB, 1884,

P. .
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the field in that yvear, he baptized seven people and reported:
.+ JAftar the baptism upwards of forty baptized believers
repaired to Deacon Wilson's house, when the hand of
fellowship was extended to the seven nowly baptized
converts, and to fifteen others who united by letter
from other churches, and by experience, when a refreshing
season wag enjoyed by commemorating the Savj.g!r'a
death in the ordinance of the Lord’'s Supper.
Little {8 known of the progress made by this group during the
remainder of this year, or during the following year of 1883,
except that John Millard and Charles Lee, two Prairie College
students, were working in this area, In 1884 J, A, Marnie
became the pastor of the congregation and worked in the vicinity,
receiving his support from the Home Missionary Convention of
the Maritime Provinces, The future seemed promising, for it was
expectad that the town would soon have connections with the
Canadian Pacific Rallway. In 1884 the Preston congregation was
given official recognition Dy the Red River Association, reporte
ing a membership of 50 at this time,4?

An Oak Burn congregation was organized as a church
elther in the year 1882 or early 1883, MNo detailed account of
its organization has been found, but there is record of its
application for membership in the Red River Association in 1883,
indicating formation either in that year or the one just

preceding, The Association voted that this church be extended

41). McDonald, "From Preston, Manitoba, "CB, XXVIII
(Septeub:r 7., 1882), 1.

2

A, McbDonald, “"Macedonian Cry," ¢« XXV (December 4,
1879), 4; A, McDonald, "From Preston, Manitoba,” CB, XXVIII
(Sepeembex 7, 1882), l; "Letter of Manitoba and NortheWest
Coanvention to the Brethren of the English Baptist Churches,"
CB, XX (March €, 1834), 4=5; “Church Statistics,” BYB, 1885,
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the hand of fellowship and invited it to send messengers the
naxt year, Mewbership was reported to be nine and incrcased
to 60 by 1884 at which time its pastor was S. H, Cain.43

Troy, which was associated with Indian Head on a two
point mission field, in the Morth«West Territorics was a young
town which had just been established in 1882, On Octcber 27,
1883, seven persons met here under the chairmanship of G.B.
Davis to form a Regular Baptist Church. The group asked Davis
to be their pastor. He consented to do as much as he could
along with his work at Moose Jaw and Regina, which were also
located in the North-West Territories, The next summer ’.C,
Fraser, a student from McMaster Hall, was appointed to the
field. The sisze of the congregation varied from 25 to 40
members, The work was furthered by the starting of two Sunday
8chools) the opening of three other preaching stationsy and
the urging of Baptists of the area to unite in supporting a
full time pastor on the field, 44

The Baptist church at Birtle was probably founded in
18837 4{f not that, then in 1884, sometime before E.F, Jordan,
a student of McMaster Hall, was appointed to assume summer
responsibilities there, The town was located about 200 miles
west of Winnipeqg and a2bout 40 miles north of the Canadian

"Fyfe \unimary Society," CB, XXX (December 13, 1884),
4-5; "Church Statistics," 1384-85) "Minutes of Fourth
Annual Convention of the R 1vez Association of Regular Baptist

Ch\ltdl“." f.L 18 A 4844 “}i EBar. l < s ¢ PP. 11-15.
44nproy, N.WLT.," XXIX (November 15, 1383), 5;
“from the NortheWest," CB, (July 10, 1884), 1l; "Pyfe

Missionaxy Society,” CB, XXX (December 13, 1884), 4-5.
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Pacific railway. It had a population of about 500. Baptists
had gathered there the previous summer, but it had been without
2 pastor during the winter months, There were two other preache
ing points associated with the fiald, total attendance at all
three statione averaging 7% persons., Members were of the
enterprising sort, as is indicated by a report which told of
their venture to raise money in 1884, which occasion gave the

editor of the Canadian Baptist opportunity for a moralizing
comment.. The report and accompanying editorial comment read
as followm:

M.F.A, Wilcocks took the chair, and after some
excellent einging, reciting and reading. the meeting
was kept in a state of incontrollable laughter with
a play antitled ‘Women's Rights,' rapresented by sceven
or eight voung men. The whole proceedings were a
great success, and brought thae church here $45, besides
paying expenses, It is intended to obtain the services
of a student of Toronto College as the Baptists here
are not very affluent, this will be quite a help to
thenm,

L - - - . L J - L ] * L4 * - L - - L d L ] » L

(editor's Note) While we have great sympathy with the
cause of Birtle, we have none whatever with the mems
ez?,'l aed, as above reported, to sustain it. Uncontrolle
ab aq{mqhtor is out of place in any meeting convened in
the name of Jesus Christ, and theatricals and Baptist
principle are, or ought to be, removed f£rom each other
as far Bs the poles, We hope the sntertainment in aid
of the Birtle Baptist %rch was not as unseemly as the
raport nmakes it appear.

Perhaps thie incident accounted for the teénor of Jordan's
summaxy of his summer's work at Birtles "Sinners have been
awakened, Christians have baen strengthened, and the little
church increased by the addition of ten members by letter."46

45upirtie, Manitoba, " CB, YOX (April 10, 1834), 5.

45“‘!yfe Missionary Society,” (8, XXX (December 18,
1884) , 4-5.
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Rev, G, B, Davis, afiter leaving Prairie College, had
taken up labour jointly at Mgose Jaw and Regina durging the
later months of 1883 znd early months of 1884. No record of
the cstablishment of a Bapt:!.it Church in this area has been
found oxcept the listing of the Moose Jaw church as a member
of the Red River Association in the Baptist Year Book statistics
of 1883, ™'s was the farthest point west that Baptist work
had reached to this time,47

The final church to be established in this period
under consideration was founded at Warrington (Roland) 11; the
summer of 1884, sometime after the orgenization of the Baptist
Missionary Convention of Manitoba and the North-West in July.
W.C, Weir, a student from McMaster Hall, had been appointed
to pteadl in this area, some seventy-five miles southwest of
Winnipeg, for the summer. During this time A.A. Cameron of
wWinnipeg visited the field, and was present for the organization
of the churéh. this action taking place {n the house of an
Epucapalia#. | The constitution of the Baptist Convention of
Manitoba and the North-West was read during the organization
meeting and Ka call was extended to E.F, Jordan of Birtle to
become thalr pastor., He accepted the invitation in the fall
of that year and was guaranteed a salary which included board,

a pony, a travelling outfit and at least $450 in cash. The

470 murch Statistics,* BXB, 1884 ~ 1885; “Letter of
Manitoba and MortheWest Convention to Brethren of English
Baptist Churches," B, XXX (March 6, 18384), 4; "Minutes of the
Fourth Annwal Convention of Red River Association,” Baptist

Amiversaries, 1843, p. 15.
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future appeared promising for thie church was so ncar salf-
supporting that it was only roceiving $50 in outside aid,48

The location of preaching stations associated with the
settled churches of the Red River Association indicated that
three Mn areas of expansion were opening to Western Baptists
in 1884,

The first of these new areas of expansion was the
Peudbina region southwest of Winnipeg. This region included
the preaching stations of Campbellville, Carman, and Morden,
located in the genaral viclinity of the Warrington church. Rev,
E.¥, Jordan was working full time in this vicinity in the f£fall
of 18384.

The second area of challenge was the district surround=-
ing Portage la Prairie. 1In 1884 there were two preaching
stations, High Bluff, still a church but categorized as an
outpost of Portage la Prairiey and Wellington, south of
Portage, near the Canadian Pacific Railway tracts in the general
direction of the Carman branch line. Jeese Gibeon was the full
time minister in this area in 1384,

The third and greatest area of development was situated
along the Canadian Pacific Railway lines in present day Saskate
chawan, wvhere H.,G, Praser had served as student pastor in the

pummar of 1884, This region included the church at Troy,
it
ASA.A. Cameren, "Missionary Work in the Prairies," CB,

o (Novenber €, 1084), 1: "Pvfe Missionary Society,* v
(December 18, 1884), pp. 4-S. R
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already associated with the Red River Association, and the two
Preaching points of iIndian Head and Kiepqua. his region was
pastorless in the fall when Fraser returned to McMaster Hall
for further studying. Prince Albert, in the northern part of
Saskatchewan, was a field that was to become a preaching point
in lhe near future.49

Thus by 1884 the Red River Association was no longex
confined to the narrow banks of the Red and Assiniboine Rivers,
Rather its churches had followed the natural lines of settles
ment and vere spread across Manitoba into the vast regions of
the North-West Terrxitories,

' "'l'he following sources were used for this section: H,
G, Fraser, "From the NortheWest,” CB, XX (July 10, 1834), 13
A A. Cameron, "Missionary Work on The Prairies,” ¢B, XXX
November 6, 1884), 1l; "Fyfe Missionary Society," CB, XXX
December 18, 1384), 4«5; and "Church Statistics," BYB, 1385
"Minutes of the Thipd Meeting, Regular Baptist Missionary
c:omsr;mtion for Manitoba and the NortheWest," BYB, 1884, pp.
49,55,
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CHAPTER IV

B WY

ONGANIZATIONAL CIANGES, 1890 - 1384

This chapter will deal with the organizational changes
that took place within Baptist life in the Canadien West
duzm the years 1880 to 1884. 'L'ho Red River Association
£ormd in 1880 wvas mxm by the founding of the lear
Baptist m:m.onm Convention of Manitcba and the North-West
in 1882, The two organizations existed side by side until
July 10, 1884, when they amalgamated to create the Baptist
Convention of Manitoba and the North«West.

The three main condit!.ona which dic;tatad this situation
ox axgmizational flux ware: (1) the growing Pastern apathy
to t.he vmonm mi.ni.on wm@h ongmdered a constant state of
Raste-ilast tmiomx (2 the mlmmtary raactionazy tendency
of the WM to turlztmto American Baptists foxr needed halpy and

(3) :the buuunq issues of poldty which arose ad tensions wore
£faced and rmlvaa. g

s-oleezmq nast-west tensions broke clen'ly into the
open in 1880, At the First Anmual Meeting of the naw “Baptist
Union of Canadu” held in Toronto in occohaz 1880, the mma

Miagion Committac handed over ite r:nsponsibility for westarn
nizsions to the Union, exprossing the hope "that the Uniom

76



(would} see its way clear to push wmore vigorously than ev.or the
Mission Work in thiz gfest country.*) Then a "Board of Managers®
wag designated "to direct the interests of the Manitoba Mission,®
this board to be consituted entirely of the following western
personnel:
- Offjoers; President - Pastor A, McDonald, oI Winnj_pazg.
Treasurer - W, R, Dick, Esq., Winnipeg
Smctuy - Pastor James Amdarson, o:E Emerson.
Mrecwrsr» Dea, R.8, Chalmers, Dea, Whitman, John
Praser and Peter Coutts, Emerson; Dea, J.
F. MeIntyre, Winnipogsy Pastor A, <, Turner,
Portage la Prairie; Thomas Preaston, Pwl.ng
Hountain; and Pastor W. Murdin, Gladstone,
Westoern Baptists, whenr informed of this action by the
Union, were angered, The appointments had been made without
any official comsultation with wostern groups, Only Rev.
James Conttts hagd been present at the Union mesting to represant
the West and apparently westerners eonsidesad he had nok

followed instructione #ully in appreving the appointmant of the

" nmitoba mssmn RQO!’."I: of the Committee to tha
Baptist Union,” Baptist Yex for ontaric a3 |
Mani s 1881, m .« Sea pp. ' asmc tm«a of
for the Constitution and the ly-l-an of tha "Baptist Union o
Canam." which explain the relationship it held to other Baptist
Convantions and ocrgmnizastions in Ontario, Queboc and the Nerthe
West, This was the earliest Canadian Baptist attempt to fsund
an orvganization similar to that of the present day Baptist
Federation of C.nada, As will de seen in the prdg:cu of this
thasis, the cansfitution of this Union was too weak to make i4s
decisions hinding, causing Westerxners to desire a Union with
Greatar administrative power, Sea also Cheptexr II, Pootnote
"9,

Maniﬁoha, Board of Managers, mam.toba Mission," BYB,
1881, P. 124&.



78

all western Board of Missions.3 It appeared from the complete
western constituency of the new Board that the East intended to
forsake the western cause completely.

This feeling was clearly voiced at the meeting of the
Red River Association held at Pmerson the last Friday in June,
1881, when the following resolution was passed:

Whereas the Baptist Union of Canada, by its action

in appointing a Prasident and Board of Directors for
the Manitoba Mission entirely of residents of Manitoba
and neglecting to make any provision for sustaining

and prosecuting the work here, intimated its intention
of leaving the matter entirely to us, therefore, Resolved:
that in view of the importance and magnitude of the work
and our inability to provide means properly to sustain
the same, we view their action with regret, although

we are not disheartened, but trusting in Almighty God to
direct and bless our efforts, we proceed to appoint a
Board of Directors, whose duty it shall be control
mission work in Manitoba and the North West.

Thereupon a comnittee of three--Alexander McDonald,
R.S, Chalmers, and J, B, Eshelman~-was appointed "to nominate
a mission board and report fortlhwith." The Committee retired,

then reported back:

«sothat it found it impossible to appoint a Board until
fules were adopted for its govermment but they would
recomaend that a committee, consisting of Pastor Jas.
Anderson and brethren R.8. Chalmers and J. W. Whitman

be appointed toprepare a constitution and draft by-laws
for the buidance of the Mission Board and report at next
meeting of the Association; also that a mission committee,
consistihg of Pastor A. NcDonald and brethren W, R, Dick

3'31118 reconstruction of the situation is basad upon the
supposition that "J. Coutts” whose nama appears in the Minutes
of the Baptist Union Meeting for 18680 is the same Rev., James
Coutts who had been appointed by the Red River Association as a
delegate to attend the Baptist Union meetings, It appears that
he n-{ have agreed with the action or was influential in bring-
ing it about., See BYB, 1881, pp. 14 and 21, where reference is
made to Coutts' name and the views he advocated at the Union
meeting. £See also "Pirst Association In Manitoba,*

Canadian
B XXvi (October 21, 1880 1. H fter the Canadjian
wz’ iﬂ':in be noted as 'g,. e Sroatter

Oc. ucroluriﬂ, :> DnRee
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and H.8, Wesbrook be appointed to take charge of the
mission vogk until such time as the Mission Board be
oxganized,

The report was adopted and Western Baptists were well
on their way to a new independent type of organization that
would eventually emancipate them from Eastern control in the
carrying out of their missionary emdeavour.

Easterners appeared indifferxent to the action that
the vestsrnaers had takem. A. NcDougall, an Easterner travel-
iing in the West omly six waeks latex, described the nature of
the developing situation well, saying:

seok BScertained from conversation with many of the
Baptists in Manitoba that there is widespread feeling
that the Baptists of Ontaric an@ Quebec have but .
little interest in that Prairie Province--that latterly
no special effort was being made to sustain mission
effort there; and this appears to me to be a fact., In
reading the yeports given in the BAPTIST of the sayings
and doings at the various Associations held this
season, I do not remexber reading a single resolution
or a single address made on behalf of our 'Manitcba
Mission.'...It appears to me the time has come when a
Home Miwsion Convention should be formed for Manitoba
and the NortheWest Terxitory, with its officexrs living
there, to the treasurer of which contributions should
be sent by all who feel an interest in the_spiritual
weifaxe of the inhabitsnts of that land,..®

A, McDonald himself minced no words in commenting upon

this growing eastern disinterest in the western misabn, declaring:

«ss8inae the dissclution of the 'Manitoba Mission
Committee,' the assistance that has been given to Mission
work 4n the Horth-West, save what was done for Prairie
College, has been a poor, miserable, beggarly pittance,
which any of us would ba ashamed to see in figures, Last
year, when the writer travelled for a couple of months,
and advocated the claims of the western work in the East
at the Associations, and more privately, although meeting

:M.- P. 96,
. McDougall, "Impressions of Manitoba," CB, XXVII
(August 11, 188l1), 1.
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with much personal kindness from his braethren,
he found a great amount of culpable apathy, and even
in some guarters a sort of negative opposition to the
work out here that qucx;oﬁ him to the heart. Brethren
this ought not to bea...
That the crisis might be met without delay the Red
River Association was called into a special session on March
1, 1882, to consider the reports of the "Constitution" and
“Mission" Committees that had been appointed at the June
meeting in 1881, The importance attached to the calling of
this special session can be seen in the policy followed in
the issuing of invitations to attand. Invitations were sant
not only to the officially recognized churches, but alse to
churches unassociated with the Red Rivar Assogeliation, to
Prairie Collaege and to salected persons having other comnection
with Baptist work in the West.
The specially called meeting of the Association resulted
in the formation of the Regular Baptist Missionary Convention

for Manitoba and the North-West,

The reaction of Bastern Baptists to the formation of
the new Missionary Convention was somewhat phlegmatic, The
editor of the Canadian Baptist expressed a generally worded
hope that the establishment of the new body would make it
possible to adopt some unified plan for missionary work in the
North-West, and would also encourage the churches in Ontario

A, McDonald, "Hotes From Manitoba,® CB, XXVII (December
8, 1881), ,-o
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and Quabec to renew their interest in the West. With similar
lack of a sense of urgency for the missionary need in Manitoba,
a Board meeting of the Ontario Convention, held in April 1882,
passed a platitudinous resclution expressing approval of the
appointment of A, McDonald as Missionary Superintendent of
the naw Manitoba Missionary Convention, and recommended both
him and his work to the “gemerous confidence of the churches"8
In evaluating the action of Ontario and Queébec Baptists,
it should be understood that they were working under some real
handicaps themsolves., The Act of Corporation under which they
operatad limited theiy home missionary activity to the two
provinces of Ontario and Quebec. They could not legally
!mmrt home missions beyond the borders of these provinces
except by some extra-Conventional devise. This was the reason
why they had constituted the special Manitoba Mission Committee
in 1871; then, whaen it had in good faith passed out of existence
in 1880, had appeinted a Board of Managers composed entirely
of weeterners to supervige western missionary activity. It
should also be remembered that the Baptists of Ontario ard
Québec had helped substantially in the founding of Prairie
College, perhaps as much as they could considering the heavy
financial obligation they faced on theitr own.? But all this
granted, whether unable or unwilling to do so, Eastern Baptists
weres not offering Westerners either encouragement or concrete
aid in 1882, The situation in the North-West was highly critical.

1852) saummu of the Board Meeting,* CB, XXVIII (April 27,
882), 9.

9
*Correspondanc th the American B ist Home Mission-
ary Society,” ¢B, :u:vnx (Apul 27, 1882), P:?t‘t-s. -
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~o ., The natuze of this crisis can best be straessed by the
citation of vital statistics appearing in the issus of the
iz aptist for June 15.10 At this time there were ten
oxganized churches within the territory covered by the Red
River Association, with a probable membexrship of 300 to 350,
There waye eleven ordained ministers serving those churches
either full or part time; and some eight or ten students pexe
forming various types of church work, There were six churches
without pastors and eight Sunday Schools connected with the
work in various ways. The new Manitoba Missionary Convention
had enly about §$2,000 promised or received, with vwhich to
launch its new program of expansion and had already employed
A, NcDhonald as Missionary Superintendent and Financial Agent,
and agreed to pay half the salary of a colporteur working in
the agea.ll

Te remedy this situation the Board of the Manitoba

Missionary Cenvention met and voted to send Mchonald Esst to
attend Association meetings in Oatario and Quabec with the
purpote of prasenting the plight of missions in Westeaxrn Canada
to them, and of soliciting thelir financial assistance, This
venture was not suvecessful, Few funds were raised and McDonald
returned Vest discoursged, He continued his position as
Missionexy Superintendent and Financial Agent until the second

M
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meeting of the Manitoba Hissionary Comvention held on October
11, 1582, thaen tendered his resignation, In accepting the
resignation the Convention recognized that lack of monetary
support had forced thie decision upon McDonald against his
will,' by axpraessing "sinceve reogret that our financial circum~
stances made such a step on his part massny.."u In 1883,
McDonald left Mastboba to undertake a pastorate in Grafton,
Dakota,

Notwithstanding the discouragaments encountered in its
pursuit of Eastern support, the Manitcba Missionary Convention
was making consideradle progress in defining policy by which
£t soon hopad to bae able to mee: the nesds of the rapidly
changing western scene, t

Itz eecond mecting of 1882 was particularly productive
in this regmxd, Here it was decided, because of the i.nmvm;-
ience and axpanse of travelling to separate meetings, that the
Missionary Cenvention and Red River Association would, in the
future, meet at the same time and the same place, and even
consider uniting into a single body. Becondly, the Board eof
the Convention was suthorized to approach Canadian Pacific
Railwey officials concerning the possibility of securing
building sites for new churches in the towns situatad along
the naw railvay line, Thirdly, it was voted to accept an offer
of the Americen Baptist Home Missiomary Society to supply money
for missionary expansion on an equal share basis, the Society

i

N g

% )
~e "Mimutes of the Second Meeting of the Regular Baptist
%g;in;:w‘ccnvmm of Manitoba and the NortheWest," BYB,
P 5 - MO
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contributing a dollar for each dollar raised by the Convention.
Fourthly, it was agreed to accept a varient type of assistance
offered by the Missionary Convention of the Maritime Provinces,
the gift of two or three missionaries to occupy designated
fields in the West. Emerson, Brandon and Rock Lake were naned
ag the gtations to which these Maritime missionaries should be
sent. Frifthly, individual churches were requested to appoint
committees to solicit funds for mission purposes and to set
agide the first Sunday in January for the taking of a special
collectien to this end. Finally, the educational policy of
Prairie College, which was under question in Baptist Union
circles in the East, received a strong vote of confidence,

The total effect of the firm action of the Manitoba Missjionary
Convention of 1882 in these various areas was the furthering
of a sense of separation between Baptists in the West and
those in Ontario and Quebec.

The third meeting cf the Manitoba Missionary Convention
held at Portage la Prairie in 1883 saw a furthering of western
initiative to meetithe speedily changing missionary challenge,
New fields were opening as rapidly as the Canadian Pacific
Railway was moving west. The spreading western Canadian frontier
no longer stopped at the western border of Manitoba, but was
steadlly moving further west. Growing congregation§ at Regina,
Moose Jaw, Troy and Prince Albert needed assistance. In the
eves of Convention delegates the problem in the West was:

Where are we to get the men and money? How are we
to centralize our efforts here so as to have harmonious

aggressive work? How can we best influence the Bapgisto: -
(sic.) of the Eastern Provinces to aid us in giving
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glggtm‘ﬂa daughters gospel privileges and church
This Convention took two steps toward solving the
problem at hand., Pirst, delegates sanctioned a rasolution which
gava the Executive Board of the Convention authority to
negotiate all missionary arrangements with the Ontario, Quebec,
Maritime and American Baptists, the purpose of this resolution
being to centralize the missionary thrust in the North-West,
Secondly, decisions were made which changed the complexion of
the western educational policy completely. It was voted that
Praivie Collage be closed; recommended that its present and
prospactive studants be sent to Toronto Baptist College for
thair training; and reguested that the funds presently received
from Ontario and Quebec for the support of Prairie College be
channelled in the future to the support of missionaries to
serve nawly formed westexn churches not yet sufficiently
establishad to be self-supporting., Professor M., MacVicar, of
McMastexr Hall, Toronto, was present at the meeting and viewed
the procexiings with apparent satisfaction.
in executing the plansg made the previcous yeay, the Red
River Associstion was meeting in conjunction with the Jonvention.
At the Assocliation meeting it was movad by A, A, Camaron,
saconded by Prof, MacVicar, and carried that the Association
approve the educational policy passed by the Canvention in the

Buminutes of the Third Meeting of the Regular Baptist
Missionary Convention for Manitoba Baptist and the North-idest,®
m. 1884, p. 30.
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current session.l? MacViear's public endorsement of this
sducation policy proved to bhe unfortomatc, It increased rather
than lessened the existing tensions betwoen Ontaxio and Quebec
and Hutcm th:Lsta, for w@ateraezs interpretad hisc action as
an unweloome Easteyn intrusion into thoir policy-naking sessions,
@n the othexr hand, Eastorn Baptists claimed they could not be
held responsible for all of MacVicar's views, He had acted

on his own., No Easteyn body had given him power togpask in an
official capacity.

It war this ommstaont state of East-West friction which
was foraing Wastern Baptists to saek Americma aid. RAs early as
the £all of 1881 a call had boon issued for a maeeting to
considar the question of meking an official approach to American
Baptists for missionary assistance, This is indicated by a
ninute appoaring in the early records of the Emerson churdh,
dated Septenber 26, 1881, and reading:

At w’u& @m aftax Pm\ye: !leats.ngo:
m peg was read
Yo be m,fmmm;wmmmﬂm

mxu&y of asking and accepting aid from the A.R,
; .

It was moved by Mr. Jas, Johaston, and Seconded
by I.E. Fairchild That -~ Mess., R. 8, Chalmers, J, W,
Waltman Bd Rev. Jae, Anderson he delegates to meeting.
Carried.

1"lu.mq of Fourth Annual Cmcntion at t-.hg ned River
Associatien of Regular Baptist Churdhes," Baptigt Auni
1883 m:rupaga McIntyre Bros., 1883), p.

tar Baptist Church Fmerson, "Minutc Book",
Septenider 28, 1883. The sviation &.x.u.n;s 18 certainly
a geforence to the Aum aptist Home ML ry Socliety,
the clerk making an error in the recording of the mxuau.
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Enerson recoxds of the noxt month indicat-3 that a decision
was made at this meeting to solicit aid, stating:

Delegates sent to Winnipeg reported thag the Nanitoda
Mission !gua were suthesiged to apply to the A H.M.M.E,
for aid.

Turthor évidmeﬁ of this movo 4n provided in a lettor
of carly 1837 which ¥av. Willlam ftewart of the Board of the
ontario Conventlon raceived from Sav. 7, L, Mordhouse, Corres-—
pdﬁdinq Eacyretary of the Amarican napﬂs‘.: fioma Migeion Foclety,
asking Lf Cutario Baptists would abjcet 1f thr- Sacdety offered
asgistance to tha Wekt,

Z880r Houvse Business Offices,
Mew York, Jan, 24th, 1382,

Rev, Vim, stwm. B.D,,
My Dear Brother:-~ Tha Nanitoba B ts appeal to
our Sorcieky for assistance to cultivate thelr field,
allq at they receive litle or no attention from
Canada brethren, We do not wish to enter a field
that yon are cultivating or proposing to cultivate:
at the same time we do not like to sce a growing
rogion like that neglected., I shall Pe ¢ to learn
from vou the plans and intentions of your Board in
this makter, X rogyst that the fact of your meoting
on thiz 18th was overlookad, for X would have Deen
glad ¢o havae had the subject consyidered By your Beard,
It may be added that Manitobza and Northern Dakota

e hBVe il interests in common, 0 that the field i
practically ona, ,

Tours most truly,
7. L, Mor e,
Cor, Sec,17

Stewart's veply to tho letter was:

18mta,, October 17, 1a2l,

@ 17”?’}9&:“&%?&&%*!’{&2 the Americar Home Mission Soclety,”
SAVZIRL (Dpe 11 27, 2~ ¢ So ' “



T . e L6l has not Dean neylecteds at the same time
it um at all cultivated the way it ought to be,
and Af yeur Society can Bee its way cleay to enter the
wide and effectual doors so rm opening in the
Praivie Provinces, wa will miwwu
uhol.pin atmcpfm

To the harassed wmmm thu appanrad to be a
Mthu awmmmn of ctwiug Ent.e:m Why tupwtm their
pl.im, M vtwlwa tcm!.m bauoaned i.zrkf an agry relation-

Mpmwmxymmmmemuamuwumnu
1,8“.

VIR s L : L ATA8 £
Gty oF Pr s i enugdey <

Iude 0 iy 1584 ¢he Westeyn Baptists had established & figm
finanetinl allimnece with the American Beptist Home Nissionaxy
Seciety, Necuiving one dollar from the Spckeby for each dollax
they vaised on their own, they were epecting to receive $1, 200
for the yeur to assist missionsries at the designated fields eof
Stonevwall, Portmge la Praivie, and Moose Jaw, Purthermore,
there was a growing sentiment for % with the Society
in ite crusade to win "North Ameriea for Chwist,"l® by sccepting
the appointumit of a “Gemeral Missiomigy,® supported solaly by
the Soctety, whose fiecld of sexvice would Ancorporate Manitoba
as wall as Dakota and part of Mimmesota, with the understanding
that Massi o mm-«mm chane the areas in which they

WB oo e g
nqurdmuuumeamum

caks uE s

L The m of the mm Missionayy Comvention bhegan

Ehe o ~maummmmmw.mm.1mw
the Brothren of the Eaglish Baptist Churdhes,” CB, XXX (March 6,

lga4d), 4.
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to use the American assistanc2 as a lever to arouse Eastaerners
to action. Meeting in December 1883, it made use of the
communication privileges granted to it by the Portage la Prairie
assembly hcold earlier in the vear, by authorizing a letter to
be published in the Canadian Baptist. This letter appeared in
the Januvary 3, 1884 issua, It took as point of departure for
the comment it wished to make, the action of Prof. M, MacVicar,
at the Red River Association Meeting in 1883, It was assumed
that MacVicayr in seconding the motion which had approved the
closing of Prairiz College, the sending of its students to
study at Toronto Baptist Colleg=, and the turning of funds
designated to Prairie College to general missionary use in the
West, had expressed the official view of Ontaro and Quebec
Baptists., To Westerners this view, it was explained, seemed
to be one of non-concern, an attitude which stood in sharp con~
trast to thot of the American Baptists who were evidencing great
interest in the work in the Canadian West. Conceivably, because
of this apparent disconcern of Baptists n Eastern Canada,
Westerners might be forced into an organizational union with
the American Baptists. Regarding this point the letter
asserted:

If this (Fastern) indifference to Manitoba Missions

is to be lasting the only course left us is to seek

an alliance, Educational, Home, and Foreign Missionary,

with our American brethren. The largeness of the field,

the rapidity of settlement, and the establishment of

centres of trade in various parts of this field, and

our own inability to cope with the work, force uvs to

adopt some means whereby we may in some measure meet

the responsibilities laid upon us. The circumstances
as now existing, and if continued, leave us no other
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altarnative, Thg worlt Tust %e done at whatover
;:g:{.%ce to our parsonal feelings or denominational

The immadizate result of the publication of this
"meni fasto,” as the Zasterners regarded it, was the rise of
heated dcbata on the cquestion of Baptist polity, cantering
essentially on two queostions. The first point at issue was
the wisdom of Westorn Baptists linking their future with
American Baptists; the second gquastion concerned the right
of delegates to Associations and Conventions to speak authori-
tatively for the bodies they reprasented.

The Baptists of the Canadian West advocated the creation
of a new type of denominational organization in which the
Buptists of Ontario and Quebec, the Fyfe Missionary Society,
and the Manitoba Missionary Convention could merge thelir
western activity under the guidance of a centralized body.
This could be dona by turning supervisory duties over to the
Board of the Manitoba Missionayy Convention or some similarly
approved organ., Failing this, work conducted in southern
Manitoba might fall under the jurisdiction of Amevican Baptists
working in Dakota, leaving the responsibility for the Baptist
cause in northern Manitodba and the North-West generally to the
poard of the Manitoba Missionary Convention. Westerners also
advocated that a church edifice fund should be established to
atd in the duilding of churches, because at the prasent time
the renting of halls or other plaeces for worship was consuming

20uprom Manitoba and North-West Conmvention," CB, XXX
( 3, 1884), 5. The information in this section is
found in the January to July issues of CB for 1884,



2ll availzdbl: revemue.

The Castern reply to these proposals is best expressed
in a letter of Rev. Alexander Grant, who only monthe later was
to bacome liome Hission Supsrintendent for Ontario, which
appearec in the issue of the Canad.en Baptist for January 31,
i684. e stated that althovgh he was not e “x"epresantau.va
nan,” he feit that he wae voicing the cpinion of many people
in Ontario and Quebec, Personally, he vas grsstly intercsted
in the work in the West. 7Thet other Rasterners felt the same
had bean showm in the assistence they hed given in the founding
of Prairic College. The major factor that had provented the
Fast from helping more wae itr very heavy commitment of about
$16,0C0 given jointly to Foreign Missicons and Home Missions
in Ontario. Moroover, he felt thet 1f Americans wers willing
to Provide help while Beptists in Pastern Canada dz21llisd, then
Westerners $ho1ld brezk their ties with the East, but in a
friendly manner, o join with the Americsns.’}

Vestern Baptists were not to bhe placated hy this type
of recasoning, In Februvary the Executive Board of the Manitoba
Missionayy Cenvention issued another commmnication stating that
the purpose of the previous letter that they had published in
the Canadian Baptist was to solicit repliecs from some representa-
tive bodies to see 1f further cooperation among Rastern and
West exn Baptists was practicable, There had been no intention
to chaxge Prof. MacVicar with vesponsibility for Eastorn action

3151 avander Grant, "North-West: North-west!® B, XXX
(January 31, 1384), 1.



if he wae not their offi-~icl repres:ntstivs, ae thay had been
led to believe, Therxefore, the Board wished to suggest the
following solution to exigting differences of opinion before
finalizing any decision to sever tles with Taptists in
Eastern Caneds, Yiz:

.« s0pfore miiiing sy movement towards severing connection,
«s W8 are prepared to send two delegates to Toronto at
our own expense, Lo meet with such raeprescntativres as
may be appointed by your several convaentions, colleges
and corparations, and nagotlate for a union to car

on vigorously misgsion work in Manitoba and the North-
Wast., Oux delegates will be fully empowarod to dind

us, and ve must agk you to give equal dbinding authority
to those whom you appeidnt as t{gur represontatives so
that esvery eamt which the negotiating parties may
entar into wili De Binding on vou and us., oOur deleggtea
are Rav, A, A, Cameron, and Mr., H, 6, Wesbrook, ...

ontazio and Quebec Baptists were not prepared to go
this far, but went part way by passing the following resolution
at the Executive meeting of their Home Missions Committee held
early in Marchs

«sein the opinton of this Comittes it has no power
to comply to the request made, viz,, to appoint
rmﬂm{atuﬁa with powers to negotiate for a uwnion
to carry on mission work in Manitoba and the Northe
West, and to enter into angagements which shall be
binding upon the Baptists of Ontaxlo, Neverthelass,
we would express our sympathy with mission work in
the Northeilest; and are pleased Lo hoar that it is
proposed to congider the question zt the neehing of
the Union to be held in Brantford in May next.?

Both sic=s began to review thelr positions {n prevara-
tion for the Brantford meeting.,

“2umo Baptists of Ontario and Cuebec,” CB, XXX (February
28, 1884), 4.

3
_ "Aome Misslons (Manitoba and the North-West)." CB,
wxx {March 1%, 1884), 5,
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¢ Eagtern Canadian Baptictes, th: now type of orjanizae
<lon suggested by Westerners was revolutionary. The wvhols
aspect of the missionary outyreach of Baptists in the Dominion
would ba changed. Prior to this time missiontry work had
Leen the rasponsidility of socicticr or Teerds cresnted
eppecially for that tausk, Tha nexborship of thesa socicties
or boards war composed ol individunic who were only indtrectly
responsible to the chuxches which supplicd the 2wids for their
work. The new proposzal would cenzclidate and centralize the
misgionaxy outreach, for i would constitute 2 union of churches
smpowared both to collect and to adminieter funds. In =ffack,
present individualism in Baptist nissicnary offort would be
supaxseded by one great avthorized denominational thrust, The
aditor of the Canadian Baptist urged that a large mmber of
rapresentatives should plan to attemd the forthceming Brantford
nmeating prepard to discuss this revolutionary proposal
intedliguntly . 4

HMeanwhile Baptists in Werteyn Canada ware holding a
gpecial meeting of theiyr own Missicnary ~“onvention at Wimnipeg
in May to advecete organic union with the ﬁapti.sta of Ontario
and Cuebec for the purpose of advancing both missionary and
aducational work. At this spocial meeting, they expressed
their desire for ccoperation "based cn an equitzble ropresenta-
tion of thae pastors and menbers of all the churches forming
the Union." Also, they expressed the wish that there be
“delegates from asmociations of sister churches which ére

ey *4nytie Baptisk Wnion,” CB, XXX (March 27, 1884), 4.



auxiliary to the Union,” and that “like privileges of
representation be given to ocur colleges.” FPurther there was
accord that “"the approved record of the decisions of the
Union...be considered morally and practieally binding on the
local organizations represented, 25

That these decisions might be carried to the Brantford
meeting with authority, it was voted that representatives to
the meeting be invested with plemary powers to act, At the
same time, this special meeting of the Manitoba Missionary
Convention took pains to thank the American Baptist Home
Mission Society for its past assistance and expressed the hope
that this would continue in the future, This series of
resolutions expounded the current feeling of Western Baptists
well, They felt the time had come for them either to join in
an organic union with the Fastern Baptists for common denominae
tional effort or else to prepare for a separate existence, even
though this might entail temporary dependence on American
assistance, They were no longer satisfied to be considered
solely a missionary field. The burning question they were
proposing was: "Is it not high time that a Canadian Baptist
Home Mission Society (was] formed that would embrace as many
provinces of our Dominion as would agree to cooperate?"26

Whan the eagerly anticipated meeting of the weakly
constituted eastern "Baptist Union® was convened in Brantford

zs'uanj.toba and North-West Home Missionary Convention,®
g, KX (llly 18, 1884), 1.

26
A.A, Cameron, "Baptist Polity--The North-West View,"
S8, XX (March 27, 1884), 4.
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in May, the Western cause was presented by A. A, Cameron who
read a paper on "Manitoba and North-West Claims on Eastern
Baptists.” He urged cooperation of East and West in western
missionary endeavour because of the vastness of the field, the
rapid rate of settlement in it, the promising future of the

far vast, the spiritual affinity that should exist among Baptists
everywhere, and of vhat the aooperative effort could do for

the enlargement of denominational life,

A Comaittae of the existing Baptist Union met to
consider the proposals of the paper and recommended that the
Baptist Convention of Onario and Qudbec change its constitution
80 that 1t would be legally equipped to undertake missionary
work actively in the vhole of Canada.

This Eastern reaction to the Brantford meeting affirmed
the prevailing belief of the East in the policy of independency.
Essentially, this reaction represented the old individualism
that had marked earlier missionary work, Individuals were
urged to cooperate in the missionary cause without making any
person or group categorically responsible one to another., Thus
the following decisions were made in the East concerning Baptist
work in Manitoba and the North-West., Pirst, all Baptist
Associations in the East, including those in the Maritimes as
well as in Ontario and Quebec, would be asked to cooperate in
the Western Cmnadian missionary enterprise, Secondly, all
Associations would be consulted regarding the plan of having
a Missionaxy Supervisor on the £ield who would report to the
Committee, Third, Associations would be encouraged to express
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their opinions concerning the best method of raising funds for
the support of missionary activity.

Westernars could no longer wait for the Easterners to
come tOo an agreament concerning Baptist polity, Accordingly
on July 10, 1884, at their joint annual meetings held in
winnipeg, the Red River Association and the Regular Baptist
Missionary Convention of Manitoba and the North-West amalga-
mated into a single body nmmed the Baptist Convention of
Manitoba and the North-West, This new body was founded upon
the western principles of ponty presanted, and basically
ignored, at the Brantford mnung in May, Article IV of the
Comstitution of the new body read:

This Convention shall recognize that the organized
co=oparation of the churches of the ‘One Lord, one
faith, one baptism,' for the more efficient execution
of the Divine Commission of our Great Head is clearly
a scriptural obligation, while, at the same time, the
suprenscy of the churches is strongly adhered to., The
approved record of the decisions of the Convention may
be considered morally and pxmgquy binding onthe
local organizations represented,

Although the new Convention was established on the
principle of greater centralization of polity, it also empressed
satisfaction that Eastern Baptiste vere indicating a wvilling-
ness "to amend their constitution so as to ambrace our (i.e,

the West's] interests.” Likewise, appreciation was axpressed

i

, 27
"Mimutes of First Mm Baptist Convention of
Manitoba and the North<West, 1888, p. 82, Seec "Appendix
mahn!uutmto!ﬂucagit "

»g JM
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for “tha efforts which,..Ontario and Quebea (werd making
towards consumsating a union under the name of the Baptist
Union of Canada...(@nd trusted} that...the Maritime Provinces
(would] meet them in a true spirit of union.” It was believed
that such an organization would place the Baptist denomination
*side by side with the most progressive of other denominations®
in the Domimion, 28

Al) factors conmidered the future outlock for Baptists
in Westexn Canada was the brightest it had been to date, They
were being supported financially by the American Baptist Home
Nission Society and by the Home Mission Convention of the
Maritimes; and the Baptists of Ontario and Quebec were consider-
ing the changing of their constitution so that they could render
financial assistance in the legal mamner they desired,

On the Western sceme itself, Baptists had consolidated
thelir organization on a representative basis in an attempt to
maek thé challenge of evangalization that faced them. In July,
1584, ‘vmm the new, more centralized Convention was formed,
they had 15 organized churches. Oaly one of these churches
was self-supporting) only three had setiled with pastorsy and
the rest were manned by ten temporary labourers.’® New oppor—
tunities were cpening daily and many workers would be required
to £411 them,

28zbidas P. 80.

29 of the Fourth Meeting
of ist Missiona
m toba and tha North<West," 1885, p. 'Iﬁfy

On the b £ of growth mmw in Chapter I t.haae 15 chuzches

i.n Ofdf" 613 Tyh. ia P %éh'
IO o o, 5&\ i, frov, BlcE ia' 2 edae™
% was not founded tu after the July ca‘saﬂt‘.ﬁglggd tﬁl;;ou oh

e

-
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Perhaps the newly cmttalized organizaticn was just
what was needod to mget the Wtiag conditions of the West.,
Even the cautious editer of the Canadien Baptist
the future and voiced encouragament saying: ",..we wish them
{(Westexn Baptists] God speed, and record our dm.tre to furgher
the interests of the new organization and to ba halyful in the
work of that groat eountry in every way swhich liaes ia our

power , 30

Thus by 1884 tha Bapts.ata in the Canadian Weat hadé ;
eatablished a styong Mraussed organizatien founded upon a
rap:l‘mmt&tﬁ; basis, “?m& one church is 1875, the ca;ae w
MMMWM&w mmo now to fifteen by Nily 1884
Dr, Haigh of Chicago, the Gmural smzsmmm Low mxm

H "\.,m ™ .
~

in the American Wm. had zhallenged namaa in thn t =
Canadian Morth-West at thelr July Convantign to "expect great
things in the fu;;w and to "lay...plms sccordingly. n31 g?g;
Ceptainly Baptists in Wutm canaéa had laid grest plany fo:
the %tuture. These ylm ware to be carried ouh through thc @

commx growth of Baptist organiszations as t.ha Baptistd sp:oaa

thyoughout the whole of Western Canada in the coming years, -
.o
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Legend of Baptist Churches in Canadian

CONOUTD WM

X Indicates a Preaching Point.

North=-West, 1875 - 1884

Stonewall
Winnineg
Emerson
Ridgeville
Gladstone

X High Bluff

Portage la Prairie
¥Wellington
¥ Carman
¥Campbellville
¥Warrington (Roland)

¥ Morden

Preston
Birtle
Strathclair
Oak Burn
Rapid City
Brandon
Troy

¥Indian Head
¥ Ktepcqua

Moose Jaw

of 1884 for above information.

(1878)
(1875)
(1876)
(1881)
(1881)
(1879)
(1881)

(=)
(1884)
(=
(1882)
(1883)
(1881)
(1882)
(1881)
(1882)
(1883)

(1883)

See "Appendix B," Chart
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Dates when given indicate year that Church was officially

organized.



APPENDIX

B

BAPTIST CHURCH STATISTICS MANITOBA AND

NORTH-WEST, 1878 - 1884

Manitoba, 1878
: B ) INCREASE. DECREASE.
' CuvncH CLERK
' : PAsTOoR AND ' o o
Name or CHURCH, : AND o % Bz
: ' A Pl 00 ADDRESS. ‘;‘: of 1 g Y ) g
\ P. O. AppRESss. | 2 & 418 B Q @
\ s IEIE|E 25|42
M| = | A =
The First Regular Baptlst Alex't McDonald,[Malcolm McLellan,}' L
i Church, of Winnipeg... Winnipeg.. .. Winnipeg....| 19 {22 | 3| 9| a{ 1| 8
The Stoncwall' Regular Bap-|John. Stewart, John McMillan,
tist Churchiiveviiaosis Stonewall....| *  Stonewall.,..|Latelly folrmed|, s s sfsssofeens i3
Emerson R Baphst Church. D. McCaul, Theodore Jasper, _ :
West Lynne. . Emerson.e s ifesie] 4 fooerfiosiforantioss 11
R , ' |19l a6] 32| 9' 3] 1 110
(Baptist Year Book, 1879, p. 127).
Manitoba, 1879
,; t INCREASE. DECREASE.
I CruRcH CLERK : -
} PASTOR AND o o
| NAME oF CHURCH, . AND , o .-
' ‘ ' P. O. ADDRESs. S| 4| d 2 8 . 4 2
| : ) P. O. ADDRESs. é E .g E & | & g u
. Cee e 38|~
: FE =R | A E
! - .
'The First Regular Baptist|Alex’r  McDonald,|Malcolm Mcl.cllan,; | -
| Church of Winnipeg...| Winnipeg......; Winnipeg.. «oo] 16 | 06 1| 06]¢ss.s 1 103
! James Anderson, |J. E. Fairchild, ’
lEmcrson R. Baptist Church,] Emerson.......! Emerson...cuesfumnns 25 2lieaifaoas]ene + 38
John Stewart, John McMillan,
.Stonewaﬂ R. Baptist Church.| Stonewall..,...| Stonewall...cvsfssss]ereefsseifoeas]enos]res 13
| ‘ ) A. C. Turner, A. C. Turncr, :
i High Bluff R. Baptist Church.| Portage la Prairie| Portage la Prairie| Justiform|edecefevsifoesefoses 9
, .
. ]

NoM—Umler Increase by bxm'lom. Rentomlon Ia indluded 3 and under Decmu by Lrasmure mcmhen droppcd and

excluded are meant,

(Baptist Year Book, 1880, P.123),
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Red River Association, 1880
' Date of Vrescot
CHURCIH. Formation. PASTOR. CLERK. M:;:;B::r-
Winnipeg... Feby, 1875 4 |Rev. AMcDonald.. |[M. McLellan, .4 117
Emerson. ees Oct,, 1876 +ss [Rev. J. Anderson.,, |]. E. Falrchild .. 47
Stonewall. s July, 1878... {Vacant..eovenreses |J. Dark tessenes 1t
High Dluﬂ‘-oo.o-a-‘ Sept., 1879 ++ [Rev. A, C, Turner.. [H. Wil'(on...... 9

A Since above date Churches have been for

m. 1881,

med at dln&slone and Rapid City Jan.

(Baptist Year Book, 1881, p. 124).

Red River Association,

1881

Pastor,

Clerk.

Winnipegieesereseasnoaines
Emerson ceeves soovsnseses
Stonewalliiicoeersansassnes
Portape la Prairieiceececcvas
High Bluflissescseasassenne
;Ridgevillecsserearananaeses

A. McDonald...oeevees
James Anderson..eeoess
AL C.TemMer csesearese

Jas. Anderson..........

J. B. Eshleman.s.eeoves
J. E. Fairchild..... seesl

J. A. D

ArKeosavasorsens

Festus Chapinie +..v ..

t

R R R LK)

Churches bave been organized at Gladstone, Preston, Rapld City and Strathclair, -

(Baptist Year Book, 1882, p. 133)%.

Red River Association,

1882

+ Church,

Pastor,

\\'mnlpcg...u.....-.,....
Emerson.cvevicioensssnass
Stonewallisivssessseessans
Porlage la Pralrie tssserens
High Bluffi. . viiisvnsnnnse

?gevﬂle.................

()hd;tone.. [ N Y AP PP
Rapid Cityiesesonss suns %
Slralhchlr' .

A, A, Cameroniiiiiiee o

S. Cunnln l.... vereesens
jca{e Gllunn.g. Cersssnnensesnes
esse Gibson,.

James Andcrson cevesnienans
W. Murdin. ....... ae
John (,rnwford D.D... o
G. B. Davis, B Dieerersn
J- E. Morgnn.....--u..

940400 00ascntntenteantE  Feebosebiosens

Il
L L L LT I P TY Y Y A TY Y SR TYY

H. Willon.essiecesaea.| 10
E. R. Hillcsossesaeess| 14
' Totall 248
Clerk,
.|Martin Bacon..svsseea.| 157
JR. S, Chalmers.oouuae.| 6o
G. ‘vﬂ"l..»--.....“-.. 2
M, McLellan sosvaneess| 2
JH G WHION. ciinnias secenens 8
E. R. Hills.oosisasrennnienss| 1
G. Alcock...oai siinree ouef 1
IiG. W. Gregory weeenns| 38
ongl‘d McBaln ....ooeieaf 2%
. nnnnh‘n‘nnuu.oTolll.n 37'

(Baptist Year Book, 1883, p. 11l0).
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« Moosae Jaw
Ook BurbD..cceveasssecscegonnsle

i

Red River Association,

1883

Church,

Pastor.

Clerk,

Pres'nt

Drandon siiiesecnsaesssesans
Emeraon ceeceecescancrennnns
(1ludntono..-.-...............

sesessvensttscanns

Tortago In Prairie ceeseicnssn.
Ra ldClty sessebestetasnsans
Ri gOVi"O-.unooooun..non.-ou-
Btonewall sieesscacancosesene
Stratholair sesstessertenecr e
Winnipeg...4......,.........

D NN

C. H. Philimoro ....

G. B. Davis, B. D....|.

J. Gibson ...
G. Bale,protem.. s,

ﬁ’:'l\[urdin esaasane
M. Vansicklesseeasoe
A. A. Cameron..es..

A.Treeland ,,....0.
R.J.Chalmers.t....
Geo. Alcock csseesas
D. Bhaver veveenssn
J. Fronoh ceseeseves
G. W. Grogory esesee
G. Walls eevnvennss
D. McBaifeesssesoee

"

M. Bacon sesocsonee

e

¢ Statistios not uiven.'

(Baptist Year Book, 1884, p. 139)}

Baptist Churches and Preaching Stations, 1884
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* High Bluff coveceasiadonses
® Wellington ssesesseescenpoe
Proston ceceesdssseesascsees
t Ropid City cierescacscdansoss
t Ridgoville ceiveeteesspsencas
TOY covevnsasnssssssssnnas
'Indinn Henﬁ cedesBetsnanes
'1(tepqnn ssetsssssvsesecscs
Btonevvall se00ssss s csensn’es
Btrathelair soveciocessensnsss
Vthn‘peg 8600000 ertsstrenr

. ]

sssasievenbdiitscs

sesesseenssonbqesnos

.

20
sdesne

40

11
73

. .
desece

44
'.ii..

26
27
290

E. F. Jnrﬂln.u-_. Xy

- .“cl‘.ibcot"u
.

W. 0. Weir " : "
J. H. Doolittle cssee.

9. H. Cnin:.........

J. Gibson

T.ll.hlnrnie...-....

caverrrITITIIISNERGRS

H. G. Frasor | -

SUH. Cain.rererunes
A. A, Caméto

560

Clerk

F. A. Wiloooks
A. Freeland

1. E. Fairchild

D. Bhaver
W. H. Hall

A. McDougali
J. B. Cody

E. R. Bill
'W. Kurstead

L. Undorvood"
D. MoBain
H. E. Bharpe

® Preaching Btations,

(Baptist Year Book, 1885, p. 143))

oty

] Bhu-iloc not given,

]
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APPENDIX D

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS: RED RIVER ASSOCIATION

OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES, 1880

Constitution

-

ArTicLE I.—This Association shall be called “ THE RED RIVER ASSOCIATION
oF REGuLAR Barrtist CHURCHES.”

Art, IL—This Association shall be composed of such Churches only as
embrace, in substance, the following doctrines :—The being and unity of God;
the existence of three equal persons in the God-head ; Divine inspiration of the Old
and New Testaments, as the complete and infallible rule of faith and practice ; the
depravity and just condemnation of all mankind by the fall of our first parents;
Election by grace according to the foreknowledge of God; the proper divinity of
our Lord Jesus Christ; the all-sufficiency of His atonement through which believers
are justified freely by grace ; perseverance of the saints ; the immersion of believers
in the name of the Trinity the only Christian baptism ; the Lord’s Supper, a privilege of
baptized believers regularly admitted into fellowship, and who continue in good stand-
ing in our Churches ; the resurrection of the body and general judgment ; the final
happiness of the saints, and misery of the wicked, alike interminable ; the obligation
of every intelligent creature to love God supremely, to believe what God says, and
to practice what God commands; and religious observance of the first day of the
week

ARrT. TIL.—The object of this Association shall be to promote, by corres-
pondence and personal intercourse, unity of faith and practice, fellowship, cordiality’
of feeling, and union of effort in promoting the interest of the Churches, and the
furtherance of the cause of Christ throughout the world.

ART. IV.—This Association shall recognize the power and independence of
the Churches, and in no case exercise any authority or jurisdiction over them.
Nevertheless, it shall have a right to drop from its connection any Church which, in
the opinion of the Association, may have essentially departed from the faith, either
~ in principle or practice. o L

© " ART. V.—The meetings of this Association shall be held annually at such
places as the body may direct, beginning its sessions on the first Tuesday of the
first week in July, at 10 o’clock.

ART. VI.——The Churches shall be represented in the Association by messengers
in the following ratio; three for the first fifty or fraction of fifty, and one for each
addditional fifty or fraction of fifty of their membership. :

ArT. VII.—The Churches composing this Association are required to' send
letters to all its meetings, addressed to the Association, giving the names of their

- messengers, the state of the Churches, with their alterations and present numbers,
¢ also the statisties of their Sabbath Schools.
ArT. VIII.—Churches shall be received into this Association by letter, setting
. forth their desire to be admitted, their faith, order, willingness to conform to the
_ rules of the Association; and on satisfaction and reception, the moderator shall
" extend the right hand of fellowship through one of their messengers.

Act. IX.—Any Church that shall not report for two successive years shall be
visited by a Committee upon whose report the Association shall take action.

ART. X.—Moderator. — At each annual meeting of this Association a
Moderator will be .chosen whose duty it shall be to preside during the
Session. 7 -
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Secretary-Treasurer —There shall also be chosen a Secretary-Treasurer whose
duty it shall be to record the doings of the Association during the Session, superin-
tend the printing and distribution of the minutes, safely keep all moneys belonging
to the Association, and pay them out only as ordered by the Association; and
transmit to his successor his books and papers, with the moneys that may remain in
his hands at the expiration of his term of.service. '

ArT. XI.—This Constitution may be amended or altered at any annual meet-
ing by a vote of two-thirds of the Churches composing the Association ; provided
said amendment or alteration shall have -been proposed at a preceeding annual
meeting of this Association.

By=-Laws

1st.—This Association shall be opened by a sermon from some minister pre-
viously appointed for that duty, (D.V.) )

2nd.—Immediately after the delivery of the introductory sermon it shall be the
duty of the minister who has preached to call the Association to order, and to the
choice of a Moderator ; after which the Moderator shall preside and call the Asso-
ciation to the election of a Secretary-Treasurer.

3td.—The Moderator shall then invite visiting brethren to take a seat with us,
and then read the Constitution and By-laws from the Chair,

4th.—The following Committees shall then be appointed, viz..—(1) A
Managing Committee of five, whose duty it shall be to arrange all the religious
exercises of the Session, and recommend what societies and agents shall present
their claims before the Association. (2.) A Committee of Examination of three
persons, whose duty it shall be to examine all applications of churches to join the
Association, all minutes of corresponding Associations, and the Circular Letter to
be read before the Asscciation. (3.) A Committee of three to draw up resolu-
tions on all the general subjects to be brought before the Association, and to select
speakers to move and second each resolution.

sth.—The letters from the Churches to the Association shall then be read;
each letter to be accompanied with a proper proportion of funds for the printing
and distribution of the minutes. The proportion to be as follows: Churches
numbering less than fifty members to pay $2.00; over fifty and less than one
hundred, $3.00; over one hundred and less than two hundred, $4.00; over two
hundred, $35.00, and so on.

6th.—Fach speaker shall rise and address the Moderator. In discussion, no
speaker shall speak more than twice on any one subject, nor more than ten minutes
at each time, except by special leave from the Chairman.

7th.—Visiting brethren may speak on all subjects before the Association, but
not vote on any. .

8th.—No motion shall be entertained or discussed until presented and
regularly moved and seconded. The Moderator may require the same to be in
‘\Tﬂtiﬂg. ‘ ]

gth.—All questions of order shall be decided by the Moderator.

roth.—Motions which are lost shall not be recorded, except by special direc-
tion of the body. .
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11th.—Whenever any Member of this body shall be present at a corresponding
Association, such Member shall, on presenting a copy of our minutes containing his
name, be considered a messenger from us. .

12th.—The Secretary-Treasurer shall receive as a remuneration for the perform-
ance of his duties the sum of $5.00 annually.

13th.—The collections of the Association shall be confined to the evening
meetings, and the amounts raised shall be disposed of as the Association may deem
proper. .

14th.—The minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before the rising of
the Association.

15th.—The meetings shall always be opened and closed by prayer, under the
direction of the Moderator, ’

16th.—These By-laws may be altered at any meeting of this Association, pro-
vided two-thirds of the members present vote in favor of the alteration.

Baptist Anniversaries, 1883 (Winnipeg: McIntyre
Bros., Book & Job Printers, 1883), PP. 8-=10.
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APPENDIX E

CONSTITUTION OF BAPTIST CONVENTION OF MANITOBA

AND THE NORTH-WEST, 1884

ARTICLE 1.—This Convention shall be called “ The Baptist Convention of
Manitoba and the North-West.” = - ‘

ART. 11.—This convention shall be coinposed of such churches only as em-

i brace, in substance, the following doctrines :—The Being and Unity of God ;
the existence of three Equal Persons in the Godhead ; Divine inspiration of the
Old and New Testaments, as the complete and infallible rule of faith and prac-
tice ; the depravity and just condemnation of all mankind through the gll of
our first parents ; election by grace according to the fore-knowledge of God ;
the proper Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ ; the all-sufficicney of His atone-
ment through which believers are justified freely by grace ; perseverance of the
saints ; the immersion of believers in the Name of the Trinity the only Christian
baptism ; the Lord's Supper, a privilege of baptized believers regulary admitted
into fellowship, and who continue in good standing in our churches ; the res-
surrcction of the body and general judgment ; the final happiness of the saints,
and misery of the wicked, alike interminable ; the obligation of cvery intelli-

- gent creature to love God supremcly, to believe what God says, and to prac-
tise what God commands ; and religious observance of the fArst day in the
weck.

ART. 111.—The objcct of this Convention shall be to promote the general”
efficiency of 6ur churches : preserve a watch-care over them ; receive annual .
reports and present the same. Also to promote and maintain Home Missions
throughout Manitoba and the North-West, as well as any other department of
denominational work that will tend to the furtherance of the cause of Christ
throughout the world.

AR7. IV.—This Convention shall recognize that the organized co-operation:
‘of the churches of the “One J.ord, one faith, one baptism,” for the more effi--
cient exccution of the Divine Commission of our Great Head is clearly a scrip-
tural obligation, while, at the same time, the supremacy of the churches is
strqpgly adhered to. The approved record of the decisions of the Convention
may be considered morally and practically binding on the local organizations
represented. ’

ART. V.—The meetings of this Convention shall be held annually at such
time in the month of July and at such place as the Board may direct.

ART. V1I.—The churches shall be represented in this Convention by delegates
in the following ratio :—Two for the first fifty or fraction of fifty, and one for
each additional fifty or fraction of fifty of their membership ; pastors in charge,
ex-officio ; professors in theology, college professors, and editors of denomina-
tional papers, who are members of Baptist Churches ; also-all life-members of”
the late Red River Association and the Home Mission Convention of Manitoba
and the North-West. . .

ART. VII.—The churches composing this Convention are required to send” -
Jetters to all its meetings, addressed to the Convention, giving the names of °
their delegates, the state of the churches, with their alterations and present.
numbers, also the statistics of their Sabbath-schools, and any other information
which the Executive Board may require. _

ART. VI11.—Churches-shall be received into this Convention by letter, set-.
ting forth their desire to be admitted, their' faith, order, willingness to conform
to the rules of the Convention ; and on approval the presiding officer shall ex-
tend the right hand of fellowship through one of their delegites.
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ART. 1X.—Any church failing to report for on¢ year, it shall be the duty of”
the Corresponding Secretary to ascertain the cause of such failure, and report
the same to the Board for action ; and any .church that shall not report for two
successive years shall be visited by a committece upon whose report the Con--
vention shall take action.

ART. X —The officers or Executive Board of this Convention shall be:_;

a President, {wo Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary, Re-
cording Secretary, Statistical Secretary, two Auditors, and twenty Directors,
five of whom may constitute a quorum. t-

ART. XI.—The Board shall meet every three months, or oftener if required,
to receive reports of missionaries on the field; to order cheques on the trea--
sury for the quarterly appropriation ; to make appointments to new fields ; to
decide on grants given to missionaries who have the approbation of the Gen-
eral Superintendent and have been otherwise certified, and any other business
that belongs to the interest of 6ur Home Mission work ; and to appoint com-
mittces for the purposes of carrying out the programme of the annual mecting.

ART. XII.—All churches connccted with the Convention shall, if possible,
send to the Statistical-Sccretary a list of its delegates, at least a fortnight pre-
vious to the annual mecting. The Executive Board shall mcet at lcast one
month before the annual mceting, and arrange a programme for the annual
meeting of the Convention and forward the same to the clerks of the various
churches, and shall also appoint the various cominittees, which shall have their
reports prepared previous to ten a.m. of the first day of the Convention. All
resolutions shall, if possible, be handed in to the Exccutive Board af least a
fortnight previous to the annual meeting, such Board forming the Committee
on Resolutions. . '

- ART. XIII.—This Constitution may be amended or altered at any meeting
by a vote of two-thirds of the delegates present at the Convention ; provided
said amendment or alteration shall have been proposed at a preceding sitting
of this Convention. ’ : :

Baptist Year Book Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba

(Toronto: Published under Direction of
Denominational Society, 1885), pp. 81-83.
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APPENDIX F

ARTICLES ON PRAIRIE COLLEGE IN CANADIAN

- BAPTIST AND YEAR BOOKS

Canadian Baptist

Volume Issue Pages
xxv October 9, 1879 1
XV October 16, 1879 1
XXV October 30, 1879 1 -
XKV November 6, 1879 1
XXV November 13, 1879 1l
XXV November 27, 1879 1
XXV December 4, 1879 1
XXVI January 1, 1880 1
XXVI January 15, 1880 1
XXVI April 15, 1880 1
XXVI May 6, 1880 45
XXVI June 17, 1880 1
XXVII January 20, 1881 4=5.
XXVII January 27, 1881 1
XXVII December 1, 1881 45
XXVIII July 6, 1882 5
XXVIII September 28, 1882 1
XXVIII December 7, 1882 1
XXVIII December 28, 1882 1
XXIX February 8, 1883 1
XKXIX February 15, 1883 45
XXIX March 8, 1883 4=5
XXIX March 29, 1883 4
XXIX April 5, 1883 4
XXIX April 26, 1883 5
XKIX June 7, 1883 4,5
XXIX June 14, 1883 5
XHXIX June 28, 1883 5
XXIX July 5, 1883 5
XXX July 12, 1883 1
XXIX October 4, 1883 1
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Volume Issue \ Pages
XXX January 3, 1884 1,5,
XXX February 14, 1884 5
XXX February 21, 1884 1
XXX March 13, 1884 1
XXX October 16, 1884 4

"Prairie College, Rapid City Manitoba," composed of
clippings from Canadian Baptist (deposited in Canadian
Baptist Historical Collection).

II Year Books for Baptist Convention of Ontario and
Quebec and Manitoba

Year Pag es8

1881 101 - 106
1882 108 - 110
1883 93 - 94

1884 50 52
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