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Tls thesis lcals with the «1d naglisn paem ,agwu*z.
Lhrougn 2 detailsd study of 1t and of otner Lit: CLra of
a herole aad tragic nature, it explor.s the blgra\u¢r,
attributes, and Jw'i'V"wlta >f & hero of t:is rind of
fiction ani draws sone coablusions about the sipiiicance
which may be fount in the horo's nature and sccomplish.
meibse 10 the process, other iliterary works, 1ot ncoes.
sarily «oic or an*la.uaxan, mré referr@d to, enabling
the boroy to e studied oo naacr 20 1llusinating
aizlese. wach of the lirst tﬁf@: Ju?t@?ﬁ puts eowulf
in a uartiﬂular zontexty the last two hapters co .oing
+he differant threads of developuent and prescat a cona

M »310“.
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. gives us an imaginative preogentatioun of a

hero in action. 7This ststement has several implications
which can be wmove clearly perceived when they are isolated.
In the first place, it meuns that the poet, like iLhe scops
and audiences whe btook part in shaping the poen during its
days of oral trangmission, is primarily concerned with
teliing a zood story, not with writing a Christian alle:ory
or deplcting the society of the saltic people durlang the
period of the Gernmanic migrations, In Northrop Frye's
NN torminology, "the poet's attention is centripetelly
direeted., 1t is directed towards putting words together,

1 In the sscond

not towards aligning words with mesanings,”
place, the werd "imaginative" lmdicates that the poet was
not striving for historical accuracy. e is8 woriinz in
the romauce m@ﬁe,z hbasicaily, aad 1s concerued about acou.

racy only as far zs the frameuwori and demands of that

l?mrthrﬂp Frye, Anatomy of CUpiticism (Princeton:
’rinceton Jniversicy Pressy 1957)y De
2a1p superior in » to other mea w«ni vo his

eavironment, the hero 1s the typicsl hero of rompnge, whose
actions are marvellous but who is himgelf identified ss a
hu-an being. The hero of rozance z—oves in a world ia which
the ordinary laws of nature are slightly suspenisds pryldgics
of courage and snjurance, umatural %> us, are naturzl to

1



particular mode are involved. And thirdly, his attention
1s focused on the hero., This focus 13 certainly aot con.
fined t5 this particular mods or genre of literature, and
it becomes possibls to compare Seowulf, as the protagonist
2f 8 poex which ig most clearly related to enie forme of
literature, with tne protagonists of other eniec poesms.

Ths present study will be concerned with the char.
acter and nature of Leswulit how the poet visualized 2ir and
what can be found out esbout him oy comparing him wlth other
heroes. But first of all, a few points must be made about
‘herolc poetry in general.

Mircea ullade has made the following uomrents:

The recollection of a historical sevent or a real personsge
survives in popular memory for two or three seaturies at
the utmost., This {5 becauge popular memory finds diffri.
culty ig retaining individusl events and real figures. The
gtructures by means of which 1% functions are Aifferent
¢atogorios instead of svents, archetypes instead of his.
torical personages. The hiszorieal personage 18 agsimi.
lated to hiis mythlieal model (herw, ete.), while the event
1s ldentifisd with the category of mythi:cal actions (firght
with a mongter, enem brotnersa etce)s If certsin epic
osng preserve what 1z called "historical! truth”, this
ruth almost never has to do with definite persons and
events, but with institutions, c.ustoms, landscapes. ., . .
The memory of historical events is modified, after two or
three centurics, in such a way that it can enter into the

hiz, aad eachanstsd weapouns, talking anlualcz, terrifying
ogres aand witches, and talismans of miraculous power
violate no rule o! prokadility once the postulates of
rosange have been established., iere we have moved from
mySh, properly so called, int> legend, folk tale, xHrchag,
and their literary affiliates and derivativas.“ Frye,

@Ps..Site, ps 31,



acld of the archals mentallity, which caﬁn“’; *L.,u‘pg what is
fadividual an! nrassrves only what 18 axeo lary.

P

In quating this passage 1 4o not mean to lxply that I think
Beowulf was a histovical parssnace, but it helps to lay &

n

foundation for » brl ¢ discassion of the nature - heraic

FOeLrY.
i Professs~ wliads is right, then we noe’ not look
to Lgowulf for - realdsiic portrazel of a Jcsadincevian noble.

Ches szen formad Dy two

wan liviaa around SC) 4. T
Jifferent, thourh nol ontirely distiset, forces. In the
first place, for a period of close to tws hundred years..

the space of time bHetween the year 53%, when the last of

such events 2s fori tha factual element 4s likely %o have
taken plau@,h and the first half of the eishth coniury, which
13 the time cosnronly agreed upen for the cosposition of
Deowulf a8 we have it j-.at least sonze of the matter of

the posa was circilating in, probubly, oral form, The poen
ite1f gives us 2 few tantalizing hints concerning the
orizin and circulation of poetic sattsr of tuis sort, n

the moraing after seowulf's victory over Srendel, the court

geon or mingtrel ig called upon to recite o lay praising the

&

L

nero’s explolts Io sther words, he L3 te cowpozc it while

”*1?»&& sl&adﬁ, larks Larpor,

1‘~?539 Pl ‘+3-

W81 ‘v 2EGL 8% i» 38 i @de FI’. Klasber
(Ird o4, uitﬂ 8 i 2nd sapp] 4 J)stanz ‘e .o Heath
and company, 14%2), p. cviii,

5
Loide, p. oxiid.



he zanz, Sut 44 suse Be rolesbered tast be Rizself nud not
vitnessed tie batlie, aid therefore in all likelinood his
evloglastic composition was clready 3f o somowhat zonersl ans
stereotypcd nature, drawing on uie "wosdhoard” of froditicnul
fictionad heroez wad thedir cxplolits,

dnother iy couee from the foot tint oy the time
wgowul. srrives at .wacrolt, drothimr alresdy knows something
aowmit alms bls snceslpy, he ansolongs of wnich is to be
sttribute! e hie lerwer aogualnlenee with _eowull 'y father
wegtheow, and tha faclt thabt ho $5 credited with being supep.
aatdrally strons. o gays thet the latter lalformation was
brought beck to ecrot by cavoys whom he hid cent o the
court of the Cealta with ~ifts (377a-3012),. £ It is probable

that Bhis inforaclion wus embodied i1 lays ubout Lecwull's

provwess whioh aiready ¢ ted asong thoe Zugte and whleh
vare ropeated oy the envoys 4o .rothgar’s orescace. Lhage

Luvoys woul o huve Degn greaciously eniortained by the lGeats,
r

cut slag fror ™h ' '

gther Leroi. literature,

and as wa now not only frov

The @;r ancyy

the sincing or rociting of advanture storise war standar?

gntortsinrent at 211l Teaste and gacial zuthorings.

6bmoatimnﬁ a5 pasgares In the noem a8 given In
parcuthesss lmaediately folloving the reiazanwa or quotation
refer to the Elasoer edltion alrsgdy citod. Lr&ﬁalutiﬁﬂs
of passages guotedl are oun, using Klagdor'c Jlocssary snd
ref@rring for c:rr~aorat on to the traﬂsln*ioﬂ of J. H, Jlark
Hall of egwuli L Finnesours saent, rev oj Ce e
Wyrenn, pref, by J. Folkien (new e*it101, _ondon: ‘1len
and Unwiny 1995;,
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CuPiig this perio . 20 wrol ciroulation, tis zatfer
of Ui poed wes rormei &) weys LeCUulisl L0 Ural puu [ §'88
Lliede has oapidblied thoe standardigzetioa ol cnaraciu? ol
Lacdidsmty critice ol Luiw oradesoraudale” poerBULIlos, Laon
88 e e Jafouy iTey wtress lne Staicardlzation ol laeigusge
ta the polnt where BB clalug Lhatl eg coudd prove, &L «¢ had
aceess Lo all the oral iileraturs whdo. ever existul in
pabPcicular lausuare, bhial thie litevalusr: Joasisued sibirely
of Pormulas whlch wouluy Lu PG .cabes iTow Gl@ psbl LD eaoohert
whicraas a lghtqrwa pret 01 any Lime ov pla¢e! compesing (a8
e Aaes an’ oust) with the 213 o0 writing caterills and with
wmlgbmvmtiau, Sreabtes his owa dansuuge Wb e QIJ»ukiw’ fh
unlatiered alnaer, ord marily zompoging rand iy and extaapore
belore & LiVe audlenvey sustb 2 “oa& valdi MPUG @ TeLuyeoade
Tanuagey upon a Vaﬁr pegervysir of formaalas C110nar lust
BeaBUres 0 Verae.s

whether or wot the twe poetie processcs Lo whidch
CHEVUL Teiers are o5 ddstinel as bBe sesl W tolon i3 2pen
o Jdisuussion.  urthyep . oyo prussnts wo opposlag views
SHY DEW PRed .« o« . ig Vwra Into wa wirsucy eaxlstin. o.der
ol wards, aal 18 rimal nf the eslrusturs oF poctry to which
it is abtiech@as » » . i CLDY vees WL NG a“u Jut ol othor

nravry novels out of Y aovels. JAtorat .o siones itsclf,
and 18 Rt siaped %Atw'lnix § Lae ;;; & oL literature can no

e

mors exdat cutsice 1ihfr”ture than oo (o 3 of sonata end
fugue and roundo ean exlist outsile ;u;ic.*

R f‘

"i

1o oa viow such as thly ome we can $ee Loe weeiing place of

the functiions which “sgous bhas isplated. e aveilauility

Torancte o, Cagoufly Jrey “hhe urall¥oroulaic Charscter
nf A e.usxau berrative octry”, dm lewis . u1»13¢s,1, ai.,
n _Aathoig:s P esnudE” witicigm (otrs e, indes vl
vereity of »atrs JGHe CTesBy 19 3}y pe LiVe

“’Frre: Wa.Gdles Pe 97

E ko




ot writing materiuls aanes Little diller.ive: whether the
poet ie com osing oraliy or on paper, N8 18 rawil? o1 &
Cradition already asuci-nty a1 ordsr of Wworaus veady o ils
aand, just a3 e works witalh s {rasewollk ol ldeas dad
Literary patbteras which are fwuailiur o hids was TO his
audience, dliade's tiscussion o7 the standardizatiol of
avents 2.1, cnaracters in horela Do tey SUPPITLS Lilkse

y tnzady we nave a powen 1a Jaico tne ldl.

tatioa of oral tecaniques 18 -vidaats the poet -usi hava
began thoroughliy Tamiitisr wilth the way in which thas 8cops
worged., LU involves sLanderdisatio.n of lsagu:ge and repo.
tition of conveujiend phHrades., 0 the 5a3e way 1t is eovi.
deutly the result of a process of standardizatio: of
gmaracters snd incldents as descrioscd vy aliade. ne shaped
his material lato & Jore which represeniad his own vision
2y yhe story's structure and signiiicaace; th: unctioas
of creator «nd shrenicler fused, anc what was alroaedy
generaliged in the poet's sources as a result of orul
sirculation vixed with the eleuments wnicen the poel gener.
alize” o c2uit his purposes.

he foregoling <igression wss, i felt, necessury
nefsre #oine 6n o etudy whot 1 heve referr:d o =235 the
character and the nature of | »owulf, This distinction
nagsaibly necds elabymation,  neowaldl, the rrotaginist »F
pur »yem, can e gaid to have a ‘‘charactcr” 42 only o very

limited sensa. "ur gonesption of the “"character"™ of a



person deplcted in a work of fiction is based oan the type
»f fiction thatl makes some attumpt at being true to life as
the author sees it, so that the character of 2 person in a
book can e studied in a way resexdbling the stuuy of a living
person, making allowance for certain filctionaliszinz forces.
In heroic literaturs, under which i include most of the works
which are strictly or more loosely terred "epic®, as well as
a good deal of mythology wnd lezend that delles cleszification
under a speeific genre, tners is litile attempt at realianm,
and thersfore it Decomes difficult to talk about the
"eharagter” of someone like veowulf or S$ifrid or .ilgamesh
without evokiny 1n the reader's mind & vision of character
ag 1t can be studiec in more realistle fiotion. he study
of cheracter in herolc literature aust concern itself with
very gensral traits, with the qualities that relate -eowulfl
and Bifrid to each other and (0 many more hersic prolagouists
rather than the gualities which make tham humanly recognizable,
familisr, and indiviiusl, Ia most cases, therefore, I will
be usin: the term "natupe™ L0 refer to the quallities and
attrivutes of the less realistic litersry figures I shall
discuss, snd reserve ths term "character” malnly for use as
a conveniont symonym for “literary figure”, where the
alteration in meaning, though still descernible, is slizht
and unobtrusive.

One »f the moat important facts about sSeowulf is that

bagically he is az man slone, a situatlson which is considered



evil or traiic in & society where tribal soali.uriiy and
communal Joys are highly valued. den are 0ot alone by cnolce
but by compulsion: the speaker and caliefl characi«r in the
Angle-~-axon poez "The wandeyer™ L8 aloue vecauss his lord
has died and as a result the gryhi to which he belonged has
prosen ups -he z@i%an £or the zloneness of tae thief in
Seowulf (2214b.2226a) are not made elear, but he saems to
ateal the dragon's goblet Decause he has to pay compeunsation
to his lord, perhaps in order Lo de restored to the graht
after expulsion for soze misdeed or other,
seowulf is alone for none of thess reasons. .e is,

in fact, very mich within the trivel structure, and defends
it againgt attacka fros outside, usut he is different fron
nis compaanions, and this differeunce lies in his vary nature.
In the i'irst place, he 18 supernaturally strong: the author's
first reference bo him introduces this matif and we &re
never allowed %o forget lt. e is first described as:

fgéuﬁidm§g§§§§$s ’:égégées strongest

on dege Dysses lifes,

epele ond &acen, )

tbxcellent among the Geats . , . he(izz -158)

the greatest in strength of saniind in the

days of this life, noble and aighty.)
Hrothgar gives more specific information about seowulf's
strangths

bonne amgdon lwt  a#libende,

s e+« e+ Pwths pritiges

manna megeacraft on his awndgripe
heaporsf hmboe.
(377 -381a)



then sed.voyagers sald « « « bthat he, the war.
amed, had *hﬁ strength of thirty men in the arip
of his hand.)

s well sz being renowned for sireugth, Jwowull 1s
noble of mind: ¢truly “gentle™ in the medieval seasc 2 the
word, One of the first epithets which the poot uses to
degoridbe him 13 higerst (204a), which combines the ideas
af strong.nindedness and bravery of soul with the renown
that follows upon the possession of these guslities. The
poet keeps this virtae foremost in the reader's nind through.
out the poem with many different words and images. The one
which oezurs most fregquently % 18 ke g8da, literally 'the
coodt, whlch acquires alwnst the foree of the phrase "ihe
™rue" a3 Virgil applies it to Acneas.

“¥eowulf's spirit is shown in the reasons he gives
for golng to the assistance of Hrothgar. Ue has heapd that
the Danish ruler is short of men (201b) and thorsiore he,
with the gzenerosity and the high spirits of youth, goes
to help hHim. The coast gua?é is lopressed by bLeowulf's
appearance;

sorla ofer &erbggfre %guggrfg :;:hsum,

gecg on pearwumy nls ket seldzu
:ﬁggum geweorbad, nafne him his wiite 18oge,

fc snajm
" (2h470.0%1a)

9 witn vusig&ions only 11 case pears
ten timsx at 11. a&%, 754, 7588, 1190h, i51

15958, 23270, ,a3én, 3
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{Never have I seen a greater noklsuan 0u the cuarth,
2 warrior in nis arzour, than iz osan o0 you; that
is no retainer rewvagrded with weapous, unlesgs hisg
appearance, his peerless for:, Belles Hin,]
dround him, as arourd Scoylt who 18 also a heroi:
fisure in the roem, hangs an aurs of exploit and adventurs,
he objecta assooiated with this are armour wnd weapons, ships
and the sea, and treasure, with ite connotations ol ring.giving
ceremonies in the great banquet halls, Gcyld, Jor instance,
comes from the sea in & shlp and returns t> 1t in the save
way. The motifs of treasure, ring.glvin:, and armour are all
strongly present in the description of his funsral ship., 4Ll
these lines of imagery (ominate the passazc dealing with
Heowull s deeislon to go to .rotheur's assistance, the bull.
ding of the ship, the voyare, and the arrival in oennark,
with the sgound of the olinking armour comes the Brillisnce
of the Llight which 1t rellects, so that the pleture snarklos
with brightness and cheerful noise:
» dbyrne scén
heard hoadlocen,  hringiren galv
song in searwom, 5§ hle t3 gele furlum
in hyra rryrepcalyum gangan owimon.
(3210.324)
{Their war.corsliete shone, hard anl hand. Woven,
the bright ring.lron clanked in thalr pear when
they came $o the hell £ the first tize in
thelr Serrific armour.’
The brightness o1 whe armour rivals that of Hesrot; it is
used az gynechdoche for the warriors thewsclves (333), and
it is among the :ilis with which faithiul rstainers are
revardeds osugause cof all thege assocclatlions, the armour

pecones the dright opposite to the monsters' Jorkness;



11

because 1t 18 the product o huzan cradidssisiady 1t ongosqs
the unizprsved, ia f.% debascd, nature ol Lius moustcors.

Ine attributes of .oowul? disgussed s> Tar, btases
by themselves, woul. not he e¢aoulnr L aolount {ur the d4if.
ference in nature betwzon seowul! and the othsr characters
in the pmn. 11 vhiysicsl strength, nobility, i:nd astuteness
he 15 o the same «ature out »f greater stature thon his
fellows. Thers are other gharastevistics which make him
him different in naturs as well, :

wnat sets him apart most drastically 4s his function
as fighter of monsters. »1it% the exception of oigemund «nd
wiglefl, 12 to both of whom 1 will return shortly, Beowull
48 the only chearscter in the pos: who fights sgainst non.
human spponents, and he fisnts then singlenanced.

He states hig quslificstions az a zonster.queller
in bis first conversation with irothzar. The old «ing is
slready familiar with deowull ‘s lineage ani nus hearld froa
envays between the Jsnish and Ceatish courts of Seowulf's
superhum-n streagth, ‘ow :ceowalf, after relating now he
came to undertake the jJourney to .woret, tells about some
of his earlier cxploltss

ie of searwum cwin,

£8b from féondum, DPér ic fIfe gebund,
§0de eotena oyn, ond on Fbum s18g

‘oarcca is & very mimor exception. .ec protects piv.
self against whales (539-..541a) wut this is very voget., o.aly
his swimming ability sets hix apart, but for my pu#soses this
is not a significant parsllel, )
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ndcoras Mhtﬁs’ s 8 & & @
%a;g;aéd'gra%a%;. .oéﬁ'aé éié Trendel sceal,
wid him an Ena gehdgan

8inr wid hyrse,

. (419b.e26a)

{1 care Iror the battle, blood.stainsd from the
eneny, where 1 bound five, destroyed the clan of
giants, and 51 the waves slew seca.monsters by
night « « +» . I erushed the flerce foas; and now
with urendsl, the monster, I will hold council
rlane, )

This passage 1s important for three things which it
tells us about Beowulf, Hig past achievements of glant.slaying
prenare us for the combat with Grendel, and hig victory over
watey monsters indicates his proficiency in underwater con.
bats, rFinally, he himself demands the right to fizht single.
handed. A few lines later (33a.M4da) he anncunces his
intention to fight without weapons, thereby meeting Greadel
on the monster's terms. Aut it is worth noting that this
iz the vay Beowulf seems to prefer fighting all his opponents,
if possibdle., Before meeting the dragon he tells his follovers:

slde 1o sweord bsran,
uﬂgau t5 wyrme, glf ic wiste bd
vil éﬁﬂzg xﬂan ellgs mezige 5 ndl
gylpe wiogripan, swd 1o gid wid urendle dyds
(35 8n35oh
{70~ would I bear a sword, a weapon against the
dragony Af I knew how else to fulfil ay boast
grapele with the dragon as I did formerly with
GPOM@&.]
In the one combat with anotheyr humgn being in which we hear
of beowulf being enzaged, that with Degrefn, the champion

of the iugss, he kills his opponent not with veapons but
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with his own strength, erushing the lif¢ out of his (P7Jla.
2508a).

In sewulf's underwater cootests, however, weupoas
and aramour are more Laportuinte il corslets und naked
swords are pat to zood use by beth him an. sreca in thelr
swizming adventure, the first to save their Lives and lhe
second to despateh ssa monsters. In preparation {or the
fight with uJrendel's mother he arss himsell completely and
horrows uruntiang, a vattle-tested sword, Irox Uaferth. As
is the ease with the dragon flght, the usc of urus in these
combats can be attpivuted to the odds againgt vhieh oowdfl
fichts., It 1s not meraly the non.u:izman streugih of the
monsters concerned whieh constitutes these odds., Later on
in this chapter I will be discussing the water and the
wasteland as parts of unformsd and uncreated chaos, and
their inhablitants as the swbodiments of thisz, primordial
fous of beings o oppose them, ssowulf makes use of the
products of hunan ereativity, The disgtinction is made more
slear when we r:owpoer bhet Jrendel fights ceowulfl in a
human habitationy wad is thorelors unaiuded uy the simos.
phere of chaos and wilderness which is his natural hablitat,

A hero is in part cherecteriszsed by his opoonents,
and the monsters deserve soze attsntion. 1 do not inbend
to go over all Gnhe interpretations offered Ly eminent critics,
ot there are a few points which have not wcen as tuorougaly
discussed as they dessrve to De,



%
The first refereac: to and deseription of ‘wendel

is incorporated into the passage which dagerlbes the saliding
of Haorot uni the joy of the psonls whea 1L 15 complated ond
naositanle.  Threouzn acsy Silddary victoriss lrothgar's domain
has vee: enlarged, very much like the enlary.ment which it
underwent during soyld's reign Jdesorioe] cariler 4n the soex
AS a sort of monuseat to thess triumphs, ib seers, rotngar
dgcides to build a magaificent hall to accomolats the band
of rebalners vwialoh he nas gathored around Glm.  In dus tine
the buildinz 4is campletsd,
(78a), and 1t 1% named ileorst.

‘greatesy of hourest

It is characteristic of the way the poet thinks, a
metnod relying to & grest exBent on antithoses,; that the
sompletion of the hall immediately calle forih thoughts of
its destine ! destruction by fire as a result of sword.hatred
betwean close relat.ves. “ot only that, but the zention of
the hostility to come provokes a rofercnce %o and 3z briefl
description of Grenvlel, who in the near future will disrupt
the carefres and Joyful existence »{ the inhabitants of the
asw dwellling. 4

ll?rufessar SBPNErT P ﬁ&pps smgg&sts that Grendel
and the dragon are partentaua i their appecrance, fore.
shadowing the discord and ﬁisint&gratian whleh are to cove

in the 08 ur future. fup*,; a8 s

23 244 M.J.; h i:~ Torks .tate Uﬂiversity
of dew lork 19‘ } T™is may Wery well ..
one element’ in the eampl&x siwnif*canee of the monstors,
out it would Do an extremely delicate task Lo ascertain in
what proportions the ingredients of portent, symptom, znd
causs combine in the: as the poet has concelveu them.




DE se elleng@st earfodlice

brige gebolods, 8% be in b¥strur bid,
b hd d8gora gelwidn  Jrdam cehlrde

hiddne im healle.

{iben the wold demon, he who awelt La darkness,
endured with 4ifficulty Lo a time that laily
he heard merriment loud ia ths hall.)

This leadw direcily %o the song of the ereation 37 the world
with which th.c sourt scep entertains the zuesis at what night
bs considersd the "house.warming" celebratina,

Swd 08 dribtgumen  drfawum liision,
§3a1g)ifce, od 8@t #n ongan
fyrene fro(e)nan [803d o1 solle;
was se gricsa gBet  Orendsl hTtsn
mEre noarcstapa, 8f (¢ mlras hfcli,
fen ond festen; fifelcynne: eard
wons®ly wer weardode hwile
sibdan him Scyppend furserifan had de
in C8ines cynne.
(99 ..107a)

{70 the retainers lived blessedly, in delisat,

autil one, a fizad frosn helly, wsgan Lo perpetrate

cerimesy the grin demon was calle! Crendel, a

great march-gtelker wio nell ths moors, fuons

and wilderness; that unblessed man luhaoited for

a while £ho hanjout of tiw reve of minsters,

af'ter the creator had coadecned him with the

kin of Cains]

the ssequencsa of ideas 1n the sixty.odd lloes which

I have just paraphresged and quoted fro: is Luportast, it is
gvident that the poret does in fact thin of beginnin.s and
endings in clsse relation, =z hoat aatitheses such as
happiness and its destruction, ulasssing ang sondumuzilon,
forrm an importaant pattern in the poex. .he ouildiasg of
ugorot is assnciated with the creation of thv world «i. Lhe

varden of den Just as Urendel's lineage 13 tracel tack t>
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Cain, with fnevitabis asseediztlons of Jatas aud the fallen
angels. The hall as seowul! and his follovers first sce it
is deseribed in these terms:
ot Gnetton
sigon stsomme, ob bet h§ [s)=l timored
gealolic ond goldf&h  ongyton mihtong
bet was foresafrost foldbllendun

recous under roderan, o0 DEm se rIca bEdy
ilxte se ifoma ofer landa fela. _
(326b.311)

[Thme men hurried, merching toguther, until they
gould see the timbered hall, 5@1@&&1& and gold.
atorned; that wes to exzrthdveliers the {orozost
ol buildiangs under heaven..in it the ruler
dwelb-«its 1i:nt shone over sgay lands,. ]

The connection of Grendel with the race oo czin i made

evident in & passpge slready cuoted (00 10787,

The importance atiached to an act of c¢reating hunan
havltastion is, however, not confined o .uristian aythology.
Miroes clizde has shows Lhat fros the wost primitive tines,
ritusls vxiste: to make anp uninhsoited ares of land habitable
{or man, and that these rituals imitatel the erealtion of the
world a3 it was beliceved o bave nappgned and using the
iragery and ritual procedure of cach tridal religlon,
vSetblement i & new, uwnknowny uscultivated country is egui.
valeat to an act of Jreation,” 12

Purthersore, theres is a2 distinction setwoen gnage
which has been “ersated” und ather scace,

There 1s . . » a Ssacred sSpace, nd hance 5 stroagy signi-
ficant spagej thers are other sgpaces that arc aot sacrel and

12

viireea zliade, pe 132,
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other space, o Toem

The relevanss of thiz to & study o
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although . liade spesks sf the "mythiesl dragr:”, iLhe Hes.
cription fits "reniel maeh beticr thaa L Uitz i drazoa
A vart w0 f Lopwiiil.

This discussion ol tne slooid) canz: of she urendel
elan in gegyulf 13 Uy 00 sesns iato wis i 8o 1einlace obher
iaterpretdtioas, ovut rathoer to supslosuat the, For iustance,
it can Le seen to lend un added direazion and valuaale sup.
port PO Je L. fle Tolkien's well.know: statement:

“Zan giien in o hostile world, eagaged in o strugcle which
he cannot win while th: world lasts, is assured that his
foss are elan the fTazs of iryhten, ¢hat hiz courage,noble
in 1taclfi is also the highest loyalty: so sald thyie und
clerk,

Like 16y my ciscussion broeches a subjest walch wiil oocome
move importast as this study progresses)y ga atiempt st
terowing some light o the JhrilsSlan.paga: conlroversy by
showing that the two slements can {or the assi part be
raconcile? bDeocuse the post UBRS images and Ldeas Cownon
t2 both rather thas characteristdic of one or tho agther set
of belisfs.

The dragon in gegwull is 1n cony ways diffarent from
thr rondel moncters. ke latter can Le aseel priwarily in
two contexts: i Thristizn terms as the opponeats of vod and

BAD lﬁ, assirilate’ to the glants an’ monsters wo were

ls&. o« e Folulan, "ohoowuli: 8“}‘_ “ouslers and the
Jritics", in icholsorn, 2pa glles pe 77

15&; gust remender that the sams ali-nmeat o forces
seoirs 14 pro. hiristics norihers aythology.-"the zods g0
man ranged Ln sattle against the lsgate ™ ', €, Tawwis,
Praface to “Caradise Loskt (London: Uxiord Unlversity Ffreas,




dragon's treasure.hosarding nature calls [orth maralistlc
comments on the postls part concerning the evll ol hoarding,
but thiz azain is evil scen in a socizl coniezts. wususe
of this, a wore tetalled discussion of the drocon fight wiil
ba left to o later ch.pter.

It ecan oe argued that the dcefeat of the drarsoa 1s
as maeh Wiglaf's aoing as Beowuldf 's.  sut the alonsness of
sexwull 1ls emphasized 1. this sc.tlion by the fact Bhat ne
hag no son ol bis own who will imherit the wingdom and his
persongl posgessions, se cdopts Wisial as hsiry ond this
sdrcumstance, combdined witn the fact taat wlzlaf's assistance
in dgfeating the dragon (wilch he hintself says is an achieve-
ment beyond his streagth as a still unexperienced warrior)
gives wiglaf a shadow o0 the sue "rowaniic' nature a8
Jeowalfs  alsoy cduring toe aotual fighting, the tw: nen
become in a4 way one Tighter. oizlaf's shiell is ournel to
ashcs Dy the drazou's [ire, 30 he seeks refuge under Beywuif's
iron one, Beownli's sword falls him s0 he ures s dagger for
the declsive siroke, which agalsts kiglaf's zreat cutting
vlow in finishing the dragon off., ‘“hen one triss to visu.
alize the scene, one sees a single suield Ior protection,
and a single eword for striking, one fiznter past his prize
and one aot yet at ids full strength. The two nen sgeen,
then, to cemplement each other as seowulf's supremacy gives
way to ~iglaf's. [ d5 not intend t» press this ldea furthery
I am prizarily interested in t e image of gne Lighter which
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emeyrges Curing that last battle. Frou this s0iny of visw,
the survival »7 «ipglaf can s seea s adding Lo he Baasc
58 triumph at the end, even though Seowull hiunell Jies.
This point bescomes clearer if one tries Lo imu.dus Lhe sccas
withont wiglaf..eoswuld and the <razon uolh deod, el a0 soe
put the ton eowards to officiste.

A fingl commenb can be made here o2n Lhe susject of
hexwulf's “iflerende from otaer charucters in tas poets  The
locations in whidh he £i -hts add force to this Aistinction,
and the odds he Loces ary Increagsd aas comnliculad 3y thor,
The urendel Lattle takes ~lage In darkness, the one ssainst
grendel's mother in o narocy of the heroes’' mesd.leil, whioh
ig reacnhed throush watery the {ivit wita the dAraio osuurs
in the waste land which the _ragon imhsuits, scor the barrow
zontaining the cursed fo0l-. "2 & mossra ®miad boepe LE notning
very terrible about any of (hes8« locallions anu .oudliloss,

put the scoos axd audisaces who forned Leswull 417 nst hove

modern minds, .n all likellhood, the priaitive zaentalilty
which Eireea -lladc studies ls very like that of thess sarly
Seandinavian peonle. 48 a resuli, the coaditlons under which
sewll fouant «oull ve, to tawes, aot siomely ALLizclt ones

which bhappered the hero physl ally, but zotucl aanifestatlons

191 Rave 4 Laad Soere he Zroup of ddsos sest repre.
sented by such enmmentis as Yolkien's concerniag “the worth
oi defeated valour" aad “toe vaiue of dooaed ruslatares” in

i The ronzlers ant (ne .rdtics” ia "loiolson, 0.
R p. 7). Thege l'eas will De treated in more detzll in
a a%er QH&Q Al o
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e

2 evil nu vestr.ctive Lorees ia Lo aldverse, Jilfuslions
o Lid save sert ol thios which thée wonsters prrosaillc s
e spitrets of darkiess cod ros onlcon cro used Lo Jdosa
Cribe Grendel esgscciste Wim with oo evil forus thot ip not
serely physicel Lub spiritoad as well, 20 eny wouy of veliefs.
“his menns bhal the corilest auddenses oI J3owel’l
wollu expeot the bwro 2 bave, & woll as cerrooriiosry
vhygical strengthy o Find of s ir/toul courage tial woull
able t@ .eel vou.physical udii, e Lerrors of durinesg,
el Lhe owll of uncrested Chavbe
A8 Loedas Lol pellectdioa o0 todis et oo found in the

'y

poei's upe of the word +3 cirectly or in.

Slrectly of wach of svewaldd'. oppongnts: first of ronll's

Ja

[iS

v
e

&

?
e

rres which the pecple come ©o ses then of Lhe yyrm
wiaich 16 bauled up . the o.ui of the mere just before
“eowulf's bBabttle with oreadol's mother (UW0u), whish I

think can Oy taken as relerring to wetl .r mwoonsters Lo “oenornl

<

Aty w@sauBe ©f 1ts lucationy & favius & o 2lll relgtion
o tpendel 's mother; and lectly of the  iraZon, when Lie deate,
after nearing tue bad aevs from the sessoiajer, go to sce the

o . i~ o - RS g * .. o v, . M,
40 ¢ tane o pelerriag to the Snad

| &)

wupier (3932b), which

g,

ragon or, noeslsly, to bhe whole batiislleld, The *ern is
2180 uee.) three LLzces Lo relar o Lhe teelaire 10 the Trapgunts
sarrow (27593, 2713n, 319%2) zn- twiee i1 connertion with
reneral speculitlons concerniag the Seatil of =powell and the

decrens of fate with refureace to mea‘s lives (3037v, 39670)



The use of wundor to refer U the monsiers «dlc o
the impressios oue z2ts of the strangeness of the hero's
opponents. whether or not the Higration.ige Scandinavians
for for that matter their eighth.century sn-lis: descendants)
believed in the existence of drasnns or »f s:res like uUrendel,
eurtainl? they were strange and "wonderful® is the true sanse
of the word, a-d the post's use of the term wypder draws
attention to this,

sesifes Uzowalf und wiglafy there is another monster.
gueller in the poemy and that 1s Sigewmgnd. The passae
dealing with him 1s important and interestine for various
reasons,

tlueber, in his notes t1 linez 875 to 920 of the
poem, whire the adventures of Sizemund are briefly related,
copments that "ligewund's dragon fi:nt ix peculiaer to the
Begwulf.™P That 18, no other extant literature attributes
the slaying of a ‘‘razon to Jlgemund., It is taopting to
follow coebel in Deliewvin: thst it is the dracon fight f
Sirrid which has hzre bzen transferred 2 Sigesund, his
father, 21 #ut Klaeber dismisses this hypothesiss
1t 48y on the whole, probable that in hig allusions to
pigeuund o o o ha [the poet] followed gpood oldé anlgh
tradition, and thet at that tire no oonnection had yet

beea established vetwesn the oigsmundg (Wnlsinsé legends
and those of Bigfrit and »f the luroundlans,

” ggxlaeb@r, Lgowulfs pe 170,
21191{3:, De 160 o 48
2

albidu’ ppe 160-151,
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This is a point whi. 0 is not likely to v settlsd, au? for
our purpeses it 1z not lmportant whether Sigemund sctually
was a dragon.slayer in hig own right or mot. he po2t, in
the exPuberant passcyc following Leowulf's defeat of CGrendel,
covpares the hero to Sigemund, who wzs gt that ticme appar-
ently a well unovn monstor-queller,

me of the interesting pointc Lo be noted about the
Sigemund reference iz that it gives modern readers an idea
of the way 1ﬁ which a po: 1ike Jgeownlf is actually neant to
Punetdon., .Jcholars lasent the logs of stories and lays
which would expand the drisf and often tantaligincly obscurs
references which the Pegwulf poet mekes to Finn, urothulf,
Ingeld, 0ffa, Ongentheow, and otaer personages snd thelr
adventures, and painstaking reconstructions are made of these
stories. 23 These recounstructions are esgsentigl for an under.
standing of the poemy, but they are academic in the scase that
they do not suggest the-selves spontansously to the modern
regder of the p&tm. The stories of 8ipgerund and 31frid,
however, ave likely to be familiar to wost readers of Beowylf,
since we have Lhe Volsgnea Saga, Ihe Uibelungzenlied, and The
Prose idds easily avallavle, as well as modera versions of
the same cycle of stories ian the operas of -agner, the poretry

of William rorrve, and such related works ss losen's play

23anmples are the ones about ¥Fian uy L. a. Shasuers
in " "y Ar Qgg&;gg (3rd, ed.; Ca bridgze: Canbridge
University ress, 35%)y PPe 2%7-20%, and thoue aDJdt Llagzl’,
“raawaru, Eegthaaw nnd otrers by Kemp Halone in Shud
Hepale Lerend and in urrent Snesgh (Copenhageny Fagenxilca




his means that when tie

nodern reader of _grgyll curwes across the referunce to

el eouiad, loe detalls aaﬁ rasificalisns i Loe story are

brougnt o bids niad Lo £11l 2ut toe poet's meszre allusiosac,
The Pelerenes Lu oligeeuurl serves Lo resdind usy Lf

o

noshing alse Joes, Jhal b rwero of L)

X

also & wonster.siayer. ¢ is, of oourse, called sifria, ~7
but tuis aced not detaln use o»hul i of prizery intevest
is that he, liee Jeow.ilf, seems Lo .o different in nature,
different .. £ind, frow the other cnsrsciers of the poeus.
wiirid Vifnd: elmscls 1 & Bocleiy sitroagly indluenced by toc

Adter seuievael ghivalri. ldews which ol the winw »f the
writing of the posw 26 perpvaded most curopean literature.
hig atnosphere nwkés iiric lodok &ll the more out of place.
ine valy slements ol toe superactural «nd the fantastic in
the poex are associated witn &8ifri., orinnbilde, anc the
dilclung treasare., e vescription ol how oifrid won the
1reasure inulndba refeyences to twelve glacts whigh the herc
kill O oaad bo Lue dwarly Sluerichy woo i: the suaralian o
the treasurs. ‘ﬁraﬁ tng dwarf olirdic woo the sagic cloamk

which glves its we. or insupercole sorenygih 217 renusrsg his

s

2“?ar thig last iter I az indebted to .. W. wutzan's
Intvoductlon €2 »i1lllal rorris' traaslatios o8 e Tolsincs
paga (. .ev isrks -ellier ooks, 19562)y . 37,

25” 5 48 the goellin weed In kowatitls traaslalion
ol the poem, frvm wirieh 1 wil’ bg quotic:. I use it I r that
reason, althaugb £t i= less fariliar thaa sooe other enelling

‘“"*ne tuira oi the twellth and thlrtsunth ceaturies”.
&dy tronse o . VoWt (Lonlony  enty, 1972,




invisible as w:1ll, Hagen of Irsnzge, woor Zg roloting ll
this t> the burganiilan court, continues:

"o Rndent ovaer hed such grealt sirenpgih, il that's not

&ll i know about hine This hero's Rend slew & dragon,

e buthed in its Llosi, and gt’%&éw his g<in horay, =2 27
that no weapon can cut ite This has Deen proved many times,
e would seemy them, to Le & r.cazat from an oller group of
legends or an earlier version of the story..a fairy.tzle huero
in a8 socisty whers the codes and beliefs and way of 1life

are those of chivalry and feudalism., GSrédanhilde, with her
supernsturel sirecgth and the most unchivalric tests shc sets
her suitors, zlee belongs in the world of fairy teale and
TORANCE o

Ce We Jones writcz of The

The tuo distingulihiiag qualities of this eplc ars its
nanoramic view of history and its lepiction of human choics,.
e s o The readsr iz caught up in the sweap of history,
delineated in lecenlary form, fros the misty, slmost uagicsl,
and certaialy pre.historie past, repressated by episodes in
the life of Jiegfried and by Bruahild, through the economy
af veliy momarchs lize cleglind and Siegmund, to the fixed
agrarisn-military economy of the -urgusdizn court, and {ts
dissolution under the 1mpac§ of the totalitarianism repre.
sented by itzel or Attilas, 8

We are not concaerned with such a panorama of history io
beowulf, mainly beosmse of the earlier date of its eompe.
sitisne It 1 helieve 1€ is nopeible and important te
distinguish two rmain levels in the poems Jrikics have long

referrel to them as the “*fabulous” asni the "higi-rical®

27.

-
‘Scharles We Jones, ed.y [ :
Irapslation (lew York: longnans, Treen, 135%); De 35,

) De 10 (Wo 99.13)).
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elersntsy the fornmer include the monster.gielliny uotivities
of Beowulf and any other matter which Jdoss not have at leaut
the gemblancs of historieal vur.cityj 3y the latter is meant
the materisl which, 1ike the works o7 “xilsl leloz, has the
gppearance of historical faet, uhmth@f or ast it cun be
proved. Decc.sc 4318 material is oftes couched in nighly
elliptiaél terus, as i the hearer or reader will know at
once what the poet 18 taluing aaoat, it caused the eritics

of the ninetesnts and early twamt*atﬂ “tx»d”i@ﬁ an inordinate
amount of troudvle .ol zagrosssed all thelr attention,

We Po bkor saw the value of the noer, not only as a
historical dscurent but also as poetry, as lying ia thls
nistarical matﬁriQL flm faot that o considercd ltes postic
value mazyes him o315 of the wisest unl, to wmodern ninis, most
congenlal grokes en for his generation of epwulf scholars.

what mukes the poen of ygowulf really interesting, i iil.
ferent fror the later renances, is that il is full of all
sorts of references and sllusioas o great avauts, b0 the
tortune¢ of kings ani nations, which scem Lo come Ln natu .
rall if the authoyr had in his mind the whole hlstory
agi tﬁ@ paapla whe were in any wvay connected with Buawulf,
aad could not keep hls knowledge from siowing lisclf. There
$s nn historical vackground. In romaneas, snd alsoe ia PODU -
lar tales, you may Jet the same sort of alveatures as in
1] ¥ éu they sre told in guite a differcat way. <“hey
have nothi.y to do with reality. In Zggenll, ‘he bistorical
sllugions are su = and given with sueh a conviction of
thely importance and %hair fruth, that they drav away the
attention from the main ovents of the story..the fishts with
the ogre Srondel o .4 bBiz mother, wid the killing of the
dragon. This 1s one of the tauits of the poex. The siory
ig rather thin and poor, Sut in snother way thosc digstrac.
ting allusions to things apart frox the chulel story mage up
for thelr vant of proportiosn, They . ive tue Smpression of
reality and welghtt the atnry is a0t 10 the air, or in a
fabulous country 1lixe¢ that of wsunﬁar’w Tagprls gy it
is part of the solld werld. It would be diffiecult to find
aanytaing like this ia later medievil rorascc. It is this,




ehiefly, that makes ' : ; :
narrativs poeu of the ma&t stately and aariaua nind.

Recent criticism has tended 1o the other direction,
seeing the maln slgnificance of the poss a8 lyine in ths
symbolic combats with the =ousters, 7This view Ilnvolvss a
certain ameunt of allegorical Interpretation, aual, indeed,
the poen hag often -een seen as aa allegory, genarally of
a hristien nature, Thus Falogr . L. zZcVanee treats it
ag "an allegory of salvation® 30 gnd he quotes “ather Cerald
Walsh'g statencnt thal the poet has interpreted and unified
the pre.christia: legeads "into 3 single allegorical song

3 Lut this

imltating the ‘ivine iystery ol Ledemptioun.’
type of interpretation doss not exclude Sther ouesgy it is
important to remember thal "allegory is still a siructups

of imaeges, ast of disgulsed ideas, and coumengary .ag to
progeed with 1t exactly au it does with all other literature,
trying to sse whal precepts and examples are suggested by
the izsgery as o whole,” 32 Jrafessor Irabar Tough's dis.
sugsion of allegory is o develgpment {rom Profassor ‘ryc's

in the process 5f ghowing that allegory ls nol something

291}'. P. ,":.‘:‘:r‘ **&f?_i asyald 1““91(;? »g!-\ Ii?grﬂ:y;?q (‘:3:‘1&33125
arige pude 1912)5, pus 25-2%.

3\)\{ He ¥e! &am@, e Jo’ qgﬁg'g'gizuuiﬁ :11».1@,5,‘13‘3’ af
“11vaticﬁ“", in Tithnlson, Qns ci%es N 231

I wsted fror ferald G. Walsh, .
ty (Rew Yoru, XQ%Z}, Ds 45,

3“Frye, Qs uhles pe 9.




absolute snd Aistined:

Allegory in its broadest sense 18 a pervasive element in all
literature, Udike sul-neilis or diseursive writingg litera.
ture hardly finds it possivle to sresent aetions, evaats,
abjects or charscters without at least a: implied veforeng

to some wider pattarn of human éxpericnee, . . . .:ometimes
this refere:.ce iz explicit and dominant, and at the extrenc
of thiz kind of literaturs we sare aware of allegory as a
forral congtitueni of tuk work. oSometinmes this referenca is
obscured and recessive, and we shall not ve inelined to uge
the term allegsry b ail, thou:a quasi.allegorical fmnlicatinus
are always licely to make their appearance in commentmry and
eriticisine « +» » Wwe have then Wwo exireraes, literaturs in
wvhiah theme is dominant, and literature in wnich image is
dominanty ang. a numder, perhaps o« large nusoer, of ersdations
in between. 33

i am brought to the smubleet of allegory because I
feel that the poer moves on two distinct levels, differen-
tiated nainly by the dirsctness of thelir relationship to
resllity. ihe first level, ths one which is closest to reallty,
is m&ade up o>f what erities call the "historical” elementss
this torm $tself implies thut the ovents and characters des.
cribe: in the passasges relerrec o have about them something
toot e faniiiar anvi pacoxiimscle enouisa to @nacle the reader
to eredit them with having really tappeaned. ooopared 5 this,
tne revel conposed of the "labulous® slements has g fairy.

tale «ir about it that perceotibly moves it = 8tes >r two

further away from reualiss, in Ji
have seen, thers ic aleo this "fabulous” level, exce bt thal
the ooen progresses through history wswuy frow ity while in

coowdlfy in a sense, it is woven throurhaut the poenm.

3. :
3*f=;raham Toughy 2 : ol L afTaS o
(Kew ork: ¥W. »s orton ast Company, 1%62), u. 105.
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In Rorthrop Frye's sche.s of fictional a0 ¢, five
levels ere distinguished, 7The first is mysh, which need not
detain us here, The seccond is romances

1f saperior in dezrse to other men and to his enviroament,

the heros is the typical hero of pomance, whose sctiong are
aarvellous but who is himself ildentified as s human being.

The hero »f romence zovee in o owordd in wilca (he ordinsry
laves of aature esre slightly suspended: prodigies of courage
L eniurenes, unastural $o us, are aatural to him, aud en.
chanta.] weapons, talking an&mais, terrdifying oyres and witkches,
and taliszans of wiraculous power violste no rule of nrooubll.
ity once the pastulates of romance have veen established.

Lere we have moved Trom mythy oroporly so collod, dnte lasend,
folk t&lﬁguﬂ{,;Jiif and their literary atfiliates anc deri.
vatives.

The third of the wodes is the high xivetie, in which the hsro
is "superior 1n Jegree to other men but not to his acilural
umfirommwﬂt v« o« + uwe 3as authority, pascions, and powers

of expression far zrestor thah ours, but what he dpez la
subject coth to social oriticisr ziu Lo the order of 9&3&?&.”35

26

This 48 the mods wnich iacludes “uost enic and trage.y'e-

B

The two rexalaing »odegy which 2isu 4> Nt oauera us, ave
the low mimetic nd the drvondece Professor Frye notes that
"puropoan flcetion, during the last filtcen centurics, has
stoadily moved 108 center of gravity dowa the list,” 37

I have concentrated on the romance and high simotic

35}3’&@ ey DPe 333,
361b1dey pe e
371& sy Do .:‘ te




modes becruse these ars the two levels with w2lch ve are
eonceraed in Begwulf. ‘he "hisgtorical®levsl corresprniis,
generally spesking, to the high minetie moe, vhere the
ardinary laws of nature funatiom much zeg they Ao in our own
lives, and where -vents and characters ave such that without
naviar 0 establish cpecial ecanong o1 prbability anl possia
oliity they are cradinle and have a fairl; dircet rclation.
shis to the way ve thing and cote he carrospondence of
Frye's statenent concerain: the rosaace mode »i Tiction and
what we obgserve 1a the "fabulosus" elersnts is svident.

All flction orders and intorprets its raw atericl,
which ig life 5 human ﬁwiaéﬁﬁgive it, iue five modcs are
distinguishe , in psart, by ths manner {a which this organ.
ization and interpretation arz sarriod out. Ia the high
minetic mode, which Aristotle would recognize s éﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁll&
AREpee iz 1ica of trepely, tou Dricess can ue chayactarized
a8 conzistiag saiqaly of the simplificeilosn and annndiling of
eharacsteors and eve:ts without zltaring tne causce.ani.cffact
pattorin which operates In ‘reol” 1ifa.  Jomperad to this
faidrly direch relatioasnip, the progess »! Pomancse 1g nore
devious and, in 3 s8onse, harder to defize. 0t in the eflort
t3 ralate 1t o nis oy exparisnce of lide, the reader is
frequently iorced %o resort o see n ramungee as & wind of

allegory, 3% ynetuer or mot the porlh meant 1t to oe taken i

3 ‘ L c -

J8"§t to ool often realiz.a Lot all cowsentary 15
alleorioal inuf'nthati»z, 1 &*tad~ iag of i.cag Do vhe
stroouare 30 poabic dmagerys’ 0¥y, 2ue Siley e



a specifically ullegorical way, igh mimgtia litarature,
tharg daterprets 1178 in ons way, rozante Lo ansilier, ad

4n the ¢uge of

trgother 4n the sane poes, imtricately interwovsn, it De-
comes 2188ible to interarst the romancs elesmeats as survig
by way of sowmentary on the hizh rdmetic elosentse ho
rocance eluzonts use the asoe materi:l ac that with widen

g ich wimotic eleaents are concorned and levelon 1t oae

gtep further {roo Pealily.

the high mimetic elements have such a striking atmosphers

of higtoricity and particalarity, Unls seans thet the fab.
ulons aﬁaraa%ﬁrﬂ and evenls ddgplace thesgo olunents backward
ints> the reala of ol tale aid faolee Floally, the fabe-
ulous clements Logia €2 loo. ke allosorigation of the
hWistorlcal material which [ormg the cace rounld far the o,
Once again & node o ternisology is pequlired:s Lo ralar 4o

th nigtorizal” elswents, rolated to 1 hign clvetic

o

Titarsary maleg and ropresenting, as far os or-itiog have
boan able to Jiscover, svents and :tar&mtar& af & histor
feal or seriistorical nato I i1 Be sneaking of the
“pepresentative” levels for tio "labulous™ elesments I will
uge the term Minterpretive”.  This will, I hope, zvoid
ambiguons and coestlon.bugring uses of the terz allagory,
and will keep in mind the prelatlon 2etween the two modes
ag they apoear 1o the poen,

Beowulfl ns z pursan, it will be noted, hane sost 4



33
not &1l of the qualities which Profesgor Fry¢ atiributes to

the hero of reouaace literaturc., 2 1s "superior in oo

to other men and to als eavironuoenllaaliis dg tihc ailiersnce
i3 the berc's nature wnich I have already discussed, although
he repalas o huncn oeiay. The laws o0 nature ares suspen ed

32 that he fz aule to spend hyll dmies

day' {(1+95b) undervater until he is seizel oy rendul's mother.
Jther "prodiziss of courages and enciupznes® iacluds his seven.
days' swimming contesi with sreca (532b.571a)§ his escape fron
Friesland, svianing with thirty battlie.dresses on his arm
(232%0.2368b); and his youthiul explolt of defeating and

tying wp five glants (L2Ob.42la), inere are no ex,licitly
enchanted weapoas, sltnough the fuct that <rendel is not t

e touched oy wespons is, rather belatedly (804%), explained

Dy & Cuvse which ne puls on thai, 7Tne weapons used by
seowall constitute a large subject, but 1% 1s worth noting
thaet big supernetural strongth iz foo mich for sny suord he
wields except the ancleat sword of the glants which o Tinds
in Greondsl's cave and with which he beheads Srsndel's oother
and the corpse of Crendels The poet never staites explititly
that it 18 envinanted, and the comzmeal that it was »made Ly aad
for piantg 18 aot too muchn oul of the orainary consldering
that this seems to oe the legend supplied for any artifact
whose actual orizin is mot anown (the dragwn's carrow is‘
another),s Aub tog Jact that the olade nelts in the 2oasiers!
blood, althougn it can ue Slamed on the corrosive quality of

their blood, can periups nave soxoihidnr L) 40 with the sword
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itself. AL any rate, a sword the blade of which melts in
tae blood of its victin balongs in the resln 30 rovaics and
fantasy. The ogres ad witches which Professor rrys mentions
razianl us thal Jrzndel and his mother are the typical dend.
geng of romange anl fitting companions for the dragou.

In the backgrsund, on the representative level of
the pows, wa have the flux of history, the sguabiblss, treach.
aries, and conflictiigz loyaltles that ars eharaoteristic nost
anly of #irration Age Scuatinsvia but appear quits as fre.
gquantly at other timec 212 in other places., The foross of
human churacter which motivate this flux are cood love,
loyulty, devotion tavsane 13eal), bad (hatred, envy, spite,,
or a complex nixbture of both. ZGenerally speaking, the good

forces are these which tend towards unity, coherence, and

3

osrdor; the bad ones are those which causs Jdigeord and an.

=

archy. Ia cur »wa ¢nviroament It 4s hoerd o distingulsh thenm,
but in Jggwudf, an old poem written by a wise mon, we have
the sense of looklns backwards through a t:leseoye; we have
the advantage 27 nin'siht and preselence, provided by the
noety and the {orees motivating people bacome somevhat
gloarer and mors intelliszible.

Besidesr provifing us with this view of human struzgl:,
triumph, end defsaty ths poet mlso comments., 1 am not now
referring £ the @mozis stutemends whieh he mazes, 't Lo

Iy

the way in which he has consitructed the poom.  The soaf

ot

tE

Ly

N
i

of the hero and the monsters, as well as the othor falous



material in the po.m, furth-r organlze and interpr:t this
BACLLTOUD [.

Ia the zscond »art of the picny for instance, the
hackrpround materizl is largely involved with cyszclac's radd
on the lrisians. This expeditlion seems t2 have been motl-

39'&‘ thorafoare 1t is an ine

vated by a desire for booty
shaice of the sane kind of greed thot the dragon shows In
gearding his 2l hward, 27 that the oriciauel hourders of
the treasure seam to have displaysd. Ihis greed ig the
opposite of the cenerosity which wus 30 hlghly valued in
the society depleted Oy the Jegwull osete  he dragon
wocnnes the symbsl of this greed, uad this complex of llsas
remai iz in the readep's rind, even though the couzern oy
tan trassure lo a gecondary «otif in thw astual Fight of
hars and drasgon.

“ho aeatre of the poen offers an 1llustration of
how the rfifferent levels (not saly the ropresentative and
interpretive ones in this :ase, but various terjoral strata
#5 wall) fit tozether., Az for a8 thas lasnes ars eonoerasd,
two groups o: avents, whiloh have alroedy begin and which
will come to a clinmax in ths futurs, are dealt ~ith hers,
Taa podni abt whieh they meebt Is the dangued while'. colebrates
Eaowulfls victory over Grendel. “aenlithoov's suoech coacorns

the cese of Hrothal? and th: traachsry belween closs

39%. We chavoers callg it Ya piratiesl reid”. 7.
;';;sc y Pa 3.
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relatives walch will evontoally sstroy asorobl wno the clvi.
lized uculevemenis wilsh Lt rerrescits., The osither group of
evegats 18 not dlrectly touche! 91 hers, sut L1 the rexder's
aind 1% begomes oconuectyd wits this ovanquet, Zeowulifl, when
ne is prelating bis sdventures £o ifygaelas, zoes iats it in
some detalli it is the one Jealing wvith the deathobardan
foud, involviag ingeld ool Freawaru.  The Jdracatic Interest
here couveras the coullicting loyalties of the hypothetical
yoang warrior wnom Jeowall descrives and the devastating
Tard wnlcs orears out in spite of the pes.: betwsen Janes
ans eathozards which had besn estanlished,

The main theses anl motives invalved in these events
are gathered Cirst af 31l in the Flansburg lay which the scop
rasites at tuu paguet in question. lageld and Hengest are
in similar positionc involving conflieting duiies and
responsibilitissg Wealthe w and Freagwaru wi1ll experisnce
the saze ndsery «s Jildeourg of ssciny her own an! her
bugbhand's faslly figating cach other,

the lateroretive elements of the poer take thess

5
fer
pas

thencg even Jurther, lingf's hall is attacksd treachersusly
by aight, wuch &g deorst hat up o that time scen attacked
py urendel, Ingeld, .engest, and Grandel's mothor are
equally motivated by revenge for the death of a rolative

or licge lord. 1t may be protested that this is simpiy sn
extension of dryhi rules and c¢onventlions to the world of

the monsters, but this repetition of the save motives and
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patterns of behavior oaa onth lavels of existence strengthons
the plot immemsuwably, as the subplot strengthens _las loar,
and muzes it more complex and meaninful,

The monsters, 41 the most gsneral tarms in whieh it

is possiolo to discuss them, are the foress of evil, tresachery,
and digintegratior o1 all lev.la of "unan existence, whather
orilzinating withla sanvs gell opr opposing him frow wituouts

And seowwldf iz sassentlally the 2aly one 4o the poen wio Lichts
thene RV he 1§ unliic the sther charscuers in the poaen in

ha® alfhough Be Surnes part ia the events of his tise he is

nobt part of thery he exists o the same plune as the monsters.

<@ "has oo enmesbed loy.alilcs, nor hapleg

T woull lige to sxtznd thig point sonewiini. JSoowull is a

many, dut Ne iz onet veryroae e 1s too iealizsl to oe
futonded ag & representative hunsn Boiog. Bathar he rerre.
goaty the Z00d taadeaciss Lo wan, g "lo the sest of men
and ropregsents whatl is ssest 42 can® gl; he hus strength,
nobility, asd Iatelllge.c. uamlxed with the oaser human
instlaoois a08 sotivess 1nase lotter elsoents sre eaniydied
in the momslers, wiose "pardoly ol nwrxt 271 . o « DewOnes

L h
gynuolical, expilicitly, o0 sias” e

hlé. sanjour, "Honsters .roucnin, uad orities
soanpent™y PULA LIVIIT (19535, p. 211,
42
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Beowult fights as the chaepion of mankind, against monstrous
enbydinments of the forces of evil, adversaries so foraidable
that only the grestest of herces could possibly cope with
thems Our Jhristian poet mekes much of the hero as a mouster.
guellsr, not only because & fight with 2 monsgter in the nature
of the case is more dangerous and more hercic than a fight
with another xman, but alse, aand chiefly, decsuse the struagle
betwean hero and monster symbollzes the struggle betwsen

good and evil in our esrd fe, ere man.to.men Tighting
lends 1ts¢l{ far less readily to treatmesnt in tarms of right
and wrong. 3

A moral lesson, then, is implicit in tne interpretive elements
of the poemy, and in thal sense the poet can De zaid to be
allegoriging. 1 think a specifically christian standard of
ethies need not be posiulabed, although the poet looks back
from his vantage point of .hristiaalzed Lnzland to pagan
cpandingvis. o i attempting to assess hls powtie heritage,
and to evaluate the ethical standards which are lavolwved in
it.

On the represeantative level he presents us with the
material of life in which good and evil foreces are in con.
flict as well as inextricably fused, so that choice often
secomes a choloe betwesn two evilg., On the interpretive
leval the good and evil forces are separated and they clash
head.on. To meet the subhuman eabodiments of the forces of
evil veownlf must be a supsrhuman incarnation of the nest
in senkind, which he is. Le fights for mankini, out he

i8 part of the total of man's naturej he reprosents the

143 hBﬁamp Malone, "geowali", in Ticholson, Qps ciltes
Pe )
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forces of hariony, loyalty, and unlty. I2 Jhristian teros
he can be scoa 28 oa assisted Ly divine sroec, bat € the
non..iristlan no0ility, Lategrity, snd intellirence ean
exist without that, an! it is za iasdicstion of the strensth
and complexity of the posm that many lnterpretations are

possible und none excliusivaly ricsht,
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THE (1270 I7 B8OUIETY

In the previous chapter I nade the statement that
Beowulf, althouzh esgentially alone and iifferent in naturs
from bis fellow men, was still within the tribal structure,
and that rather than being a resresentative human Leling he
was a personification of the best gualities in msn..what
man g&n bg rather than what he 18. The present chapter is
goncerned with showing that 1n the social context he agaln
renresents the best human qualities, the ones that contri.
bute to a stable soelal structure, protecting and providing
far its own menders and makin: every effort to keep inter.
tribal peace. lerc, rather than doncentrating on the 4if.
ferenae of Beowull frov othep eharacters in the poen, we
stu.y the gualities that bind him to others, After all,
he is .o key personarze 1o the political and social affalrs
af two mationg, and deserves to be stuldisd frox that point
of viaw,

The society ‘oscribed in Dagwull, 8o far as it is
histarical at all, is tiat 37 sixth.ceslury scandinavis
and cighth.century Britain, axl is easily recognizable
a8 the loreruxner of the feudal system of the later iddle
Ages. A lord (whabever title he held, wvhether onlel, king,

40
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or prince,most of which seex to have 2een usgcd interchange.
ably in poetry) was uattended by a group of thegas, knows as
the Jryht or gomitatus. JStenton defines m thegn as a "re.
tainer of nooble birth" 1 and ia sixth.ceatury Scandinavic
his dutiss would probdadly be mainly aillitary. Io reward for
services rendvered in time of war and for sucn peace.time
duties as standing guard, astending conilerances, and per-
foreing other tasks which coulc not be entrustod to lower
servants, the thegn recoived his keep, a8 well &3 arcas and
armour, ornaments, clothing, horses, and other gifts fron
his lord, In later ceaturies, probaocly after the settlement
of 2 warlike and zigratory tripe, the thega often rocelived
& grant of land, al instead of being a warrior who spent
his l4fe at court, mainly idle whea thers was no fighting

to be done, he decame a2 landed noblexman who attended court
only on special occasiens,

The dryht progented in Begwyll seams %o oe of the
earlicr type. The important historical source for this is
Tacitus, whose description of the versmanic races in the
first century .\, J. has Dzen talken a5 presenting an acon-
rate pleture of {ifth and sixth coatury tribes of the Saltle
coast. e stressss the fuact that the loyalty of thesn to

shief is personal, "for a sicusssful chief may attract to

1?. M.VStaatau,,ﬁ%q. vasan caetand (2nd edes
Jxford: Jlarendou Pressy lU35), pe 47%
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him men from mony ribes.” = Tacitus writos:
lauy uero infame in ornen uitan QL proTrnsum guperstite.?
principi suo ¢x acle rocessisse llluM defendere, tueri, sua
guogue fbrtia facta ~lorlas eing risi - mare prascipuun sac.
rasanbun @st. pPiacipes prn ulltoria pu aiihy comites nro
principa.
[Furthermore, it ie Z8folony iniexy ard roprosch %o survive
the chief and withdriw Irun (e wattle. .0 deiend bim, to
protect him, 6V&ﬁ to aacribe to bis glory thoir own »xnlvigu,
is the eszéubt of thedr swora atlevianca. dn>-Q1~L$ figt
“or viet ryy e Pollswers for their cnief.)

“esides reeping rim and pewarding nim, the h:iel had
stier responsibillitles towards his thegn; the most iz >rt.nt
sne was thg duty of revenge if he were slals 1 batile or
torouyg: pracestize treachery. Simllorly, theans wers bdouad
to revange thelr comrades' deaths as well., Ia Lhua {1cli of

ginahly ties,y 2las, revinse was Sssended -0 Lo sarviving
rotatives for the olayiag of & -inscan,

These, iz brief, vere the ties that hels togath.rp
ths social gtructore dosorived in Beowwlf. But {t is evident
that they coull alsgs serve to 3511 the srclety apart, It
oftan hapnened trnat obligations fo iinsfolli azd Jutive to
the dryht conftiztsd, aad thea the result was a tragie situ.

gtion such &8 that of Yilleuurs, who saw har own ralatives

and thoss 5% hov hasbanl 17 %{ar each othave  ¢9 what I have

21«31“) 7 Whito }-w‘v&’ T SR
(ilar-3ndawo: t‘."h Aenguldn Jdo048, 34y

o
“Lacitus, Zoriaadd, ofe ciner P iooblasen { Llllotown,
* - - H . N Yy L2 o 5 oy .
sonile ! The “merican Philxlerical ‘sasociution, 1233), 0. 231,
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callel the repressatative level »f {he poum these relation.
ghips and obliga~ions are b warp which the wool 2 1adi

vl anl lives croosas,

3 v s n

In literaiure the most & te sive oad detslled icture
we havs af the funstiondng of & so5c0lal sirucsture of ials
nature is to be found in the arthurian =role. Weec, who
1ived in the tuw:lft¥h century, writes:

M's0it parler Jo chevallur
wad auques fc¥st a prisler,
\d.h da g T .x-‘.iuﬁ ne f\s‘ﬁ,

froy e q4'11 avair 1o pellgty
514X por avoair servir volgist
Ja por avolr nc g'an partist.
Por log unbles sarons i1l oty
Woﬂ chagcuns miaudre estre ocullnt,

faszuns se tenoil au meillor,

v Aus ne s>u31t le pelor,

l$t ut e se‘jfi i adlb

Lelel - Sratwq iﬂﬁt gainte f&bl&.s

[ Apthur never heard cpeo: of & knight in pralse wut
he caused hirn to &s muavered of his agusensli., .2
that he mirht he tosk them to himrselfly Ior help in
time of need, Baowuse of these anble lords aooul
his nall, »f whonm each wnisht palned hinsell to be
ths hardlest champlon, and gsone wauid ¢oual biam Lhe
least ypraissworthy, rthup oads the ound Table, so
ropuited I tho Triionss )

. - - ! o & s me oy
clansrate Jegeorlption o»f the forsing and [lazaedng

S 0T LLEN3Tw
. ) b T LV fy : i v -
20 cing ortoharts doghd s oadven oy ceaflrey of touaocuth:

Ingtznitus 1tague pegils iuitiat:s, g0litu more- EOPVWENS
largitati indulsit. wonflaesat ad eum tanta wultitude milituz,

}nl&)
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ut ci guod Jdiepunsaret deflcerst. iz cul naturallis inest
largitioy, licet ac tempus indigeat, nullataaus tanen el
continua paupertas nocedbit, ‘rthurus erge, quis in €0 pro.
bitas largitione: comitabatury siutuit Zaxones ianguletlarg,
ut eorum oplbusg, quaez el fasmulavatur, ditarct fa-iliar,.

{ifter he had been invested with the ansizas »f royalty, he
abided b{ hls ancleamt wonty and was 80 prodigal of hls bouas
ties &s that he began to run ghort of wherewithal ¥» disiri.
oate amongst the bhuge maliitude of kndghts tost made ropalr
nnto him. Bubt he that hath withis hiz a countiful nature
along with prowess, aluelt that ke ove lacking for & tine,
1atheless 1o no wise shall poverty Je tis bane for ever.
Wherefore did srthury for that in hix iid valour keep vompany
with largesse, make resolve 4o harry the “axousg, to the end
that with thelr treasurc he aigtomake Tich the retainers
that wers of his own houschold.]
One assumess thal Lycoluac harrled the Irisless for a very
similar wotlve,

when we Tlrst meel ysuaz <eowull, he ls surroundsd
by the [feurtesn wen whex ne nas ¢hwsen Lo o ta the Zanish
gowrd with hime (hes 13 whobl =i b be eailcd a kiand of
sewondary gryhts the prinary one is that surrounding the
king, »yothgar op .lygelac, to whien Leowddf sclougs., when
ssowulf and his aen arrive at the Daanish cozst, the warden
¢oramenbt® o0 thelr audacity, and then degeribes, in « pussage
slready quoted above (vs 9, how Beowull stuonds out among

the troop. Slsilar groupings ars to Be sesn 1a othar

7G@a£frer of lonmouth, J
es, Jacoy Lammer (Cambridge, “as
ol America, l?ﬁl)’ Pe 152.

&
 SGeeffrey of Hommouth, uisi. qe Kiaps ¢
Britaln, trans, Ceoastian Uvansj rev. o. ¥, unn (ew Yorks
atton, 1958), pps 123-1504,




Anglo.Sexon poetry: Andreas and his companions, =atan and
bis fellow falle: angels in “.isnesis 5", syﬁ%nath srvi nig
aen in "the sSaktle of aluson. he see vedwul! zoing in to
moet Lrothgar:

ir&s p& se rloca y0 hine rinc manig,

brydlic bezna héap.

(3199 40032}

[ ‘hen the chisfl aross, with many a warrisr

around blu, a valient oand of tnegns, )
seowall offers his services as a monstepr.siayer io irothgar
andy 00 deing wecepled, sccvomes temporarily one of Lrothgar's
own thegns. Leowull asks bhaty in the event of hls Ceing
killel vy &réndel, hrothgar Wwill send his oraour to lygelac,
in whose family 1t belongs, ovcause .~oowull had received it
from drethel, aygelac's Cather (52 -455a), It is worth
nating that, althougn he 48 in the temporary service of
Wrotngary ceowulf 8till thinks of Hygelac as his persmanent
lord,y and tuxes on the Dattle with Grendel not 30 mush o
his own Ziory as for hygelaa‘ss

L5 RS 28 Shcfpenste st

bet ic sweord Lers obde sidne sczldf . )

(435 .437

1 therefors disdatin, as that lygelac, my

A R R
Jhe gifts with which Hrothgar and Wealtheow reward his
victories likewise o to dyyelag and dygd; tails is the thersn's
way of repaying the care and the gifts he has received from

his own lord, The devulopment Irom a hero like Beowulf,



e
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undertaking adventures in a stranre lsnd, to the unisht crrant
3f later medleval fietion is cleer,

The main levels of sisnificance of the Grondel glan
have been discugsed in the pravious ehapter. It is important
to notice here that the poet uses terms snd ideas connected
with the human dryht with regard to ther., in u passavg
already queted (pr. 11.12), Seowulf says to Lrothzar that
he alone will hold council with the siant (+250.426a). The
term used for "counecil" is ding, of which the form %ilthing®
ig ugel in Icelandic sagas for the parlianmentary sessions
at which feuds and guarrels were scttled. 7 ane firothgar
ufies the same group of ideas when he relateg the horror of
the raid of Grandel's mother:

HZo b f#hde wrmec,
grﬁﬂ gystran aihi  wrendel cwealdest
the hd  lheardun olammu,
forban h8 &8 lange  1ldode uine
wanode ond wyrde., E& at wige secrang
ealdres scyldig, ond nii Sper owir
mihtig minseada, wolde hyre m¥z wrecan
g8 feor halad (@hde gestdled,
s be Pincean mwe  pene monegm,
a8 Do mftor sioccgyfan on sefan ﬁréatebw
1333b.1342)

[Bhe has avengzed that feud i{n whiech you last
night ¥illed urendel 4im violent fashion with

hard ~rins, because he for oo lony had reduced
and killed my people. e fell in pattls, Lforfeit
of life, an’ now has come another nlzhiy evil-
doer, wauntlag To avenge her xinsman, =@d sho has
carrie! the feud far, as zay thin< many a »z: who
in his heart mourns aftsr his treasurs.giver, )

trans. and dnte by ¥apnus Hasnasson
inarmoaﬁswarths reaguia dooks, 1950},

ﬁn 180
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srendel attacks Jeorot out of Jealousy and, one
alzat ceduce, revelge 1or vain's Lolgianl expulsisn fron
Banzini. sat Jdrendel's mother aets according to strict <lne
ship obligations. The f:uct that these rules and obligations
apply to the Grendel monsters ak well as to nen enforses
the ddeam that they are parviles of manclinda

i shall 1wt say waca more at this time eoout lnowalfi's
relationshin €0 the Lanes because it is so diffureant from
the hero's relationship to his own puople, ..@ comes to the
Pansg 28 an eaver young advaniuprer, motivated by high idealas
and noble iatentlions, 1t is true, bLut he is not involved in
the tribal history or character., :iad the poet wished him
to he 8o involved, {i woul! have been easy enough to do so}
more detalled information concerning iLcgtheow's sojourn there
and hies debt o Hrothgar, now repall by beowulf, would have
made a closer tle., B2ut the poet doez not seem to e inter.
ested in creating tols kind of contast.

Heowull goeg to Jennark in the role of a saviour,
gonceraed aboul the “unes but net favolved wit: thems ISw
pite his victory over the Grendel monsters, the nation still
faces disintegration t> Le ecaused by internazl disssnsion:
this ig a force which lYeowull can nat defoat,

hig topic will be dizcussel further in s later
chaptery here it is safficicat to day thut veswulf's “"romana
tic” nature shows itself tore clearly in the rirst than in

the sacond part of the poex. Tharefore in the gection



dealing witn hie adventures in venzmark he Logrs a cloger
resemblance to the knizht erruat or peripatetic haro of
rorante sulh as is found in Malory or bkpensery like theu
he 13 motivated by a zmore or less disinterested szaureh for
adventure, and althouth he perforns grest =ad noble Jdeeds,
tn him 1t ig the adventurs which counts, :rothgar sees
seowulfts coming as a divine mission: Seowulfl himself hag
heard about the formidable monster and wants to mateh his
own strenzth gealnst its brute pover,
dofora nlunging into the meve in scarch of Orendells
mother, Beowulf piys s very graceful tribute to dygelac and
fpothgare e soys to the latter:
Ves [0 mundbors =fnum magobegnum,
hondgesellum, 247 mec hild aimey
%1ma pa &8 mﬁdmas gﬁ pa mﬁ scaldest,
thgar lﬁbf ce ongend,
aor honne on e ongitan GZata dryhten,
gesfon sum ﬁrﬁﬁlea, bonne hé on Lat sine
starad,
et ic gameystum  pSdne funde
baga oryttan, bréac honne mozte;
(1480 -1487)
[o¢ thow e ceardian to my thegns, my companions,
i battle claims me; alsoy beloved Hrothgsr, d-
thou send to Hygelae the treasures whilch thou
gavest me, Then the lord of the Ceats, ‘the son
of Hresthel, may pesrveive, when 2 gazes o1 the
tr»asur&, %hut I found a ring.giver vhoss ﬁut-
stas iny mucdf.ce e I enjoyed viails 1 could,)
thrsughout the posy, the relatienship of eowull and :yrelac
ig of eonsgiders:ls lnportance. As Y. orodeur writes:
The excsptional prosinence of Ltne theme of Lygelac's deat:
o3 2 ; L

13 : y the dramatic character of its use, and the eotion
with winleh 4 15 charsed, justlfy us in ragaréing it as the



;ﬁuivalﬁnt >f what we unow in zusic as the Qg;§§g§;§. s .o
i R i Ol el A
things because e wag Hygelae's nepbew, it was uygolac's
death wiica led ta the overthrow of two pesples, both of whon
Beowulf wasg goncerned to save. [T isg uygelac who supplies
doath A IaEuTT s 1ove far nime DO eTReny of Lygelacts
This ssens t2 ze to be a rather extreme view, but Professor
wrodeur takes the ldea even further: “Outsilde the elirate

of the mutual love between these tws, Bsowulf wonli de little
pore than the monster.quelloer and narvelous awismer of folk-
tale," 1 Sut this is certainly zolng too far. _eowulf is
bound to Hdyzelac by a double vonds in the first ~laen, he

i: Lygelac's nephew, the son of iHygelac's sistsr; xnd in

the second plaoe, he is Hygelae's tie n, and thereby obliged
to fight for hin to the death if need De and, as the passsge
eariier guotsd from Taeltus makes cleary; is even bound to
asceribe his own achievemant:z and giory lo him, Also he
passes the rewerds he recsives on to .ygelae and dygd. tut
all this can be acoounted for by tn: obligations whioh the
ties of kinship and jgryht loyalty demanded. 1 un not
denying that s very real affection exists setween the two
meng before both of his battles in Dennark Seowull reme-bors
to ask irothgar to send nis arms and rewards back to lLygelac,
aid the concern of tne latier is evident when heowulf returns

from orusurks

1354 Ge JTodeUry i8S
Los sngeles: University of Csa

llm' r PDe 80.°1,

irt of Hegwulf (cerwcley and
lifornia Pregs, 1397), p. 79.



Ie Sxs mddecare
sornwylmus sdad, sile ne truwosde
l8ofes zannesy 1c¢ o€ lange bed,
et O pone weelg@st  wihte ne gritts,
18ts Ld¢. sne  Bylis gewsordan
glde wid Jrendel. Jode dc hunc secgy,
Pees 8¢ 1c &€ zesundne  gendon a3ste.
(15920.1598)..

[i was troupled with 4 neavy spirit, surges of
gorrow; I 2id not trust the voyage of the beloved
mang for a long time T Mgfﬁé that you wauld not
go near the murderous spirit sut let the louth.
vanesd thewselves wage the feul with Orcondel, L
zive thanks to sod that I may s¢: thee safe,)

seowally before the battle with the dragony locks back on
thelr relationship and sums it up:

Ic hiw P& nidiras, P& he o8 scal.ley
reald at glde, swi mf gifede wms,

Sohtan gweorde; hé =f lond f::g@&r,
eard Sfelwya, i®s hin &nig pesrf,

pet he t3 UifBum  odde t3 G8r.lenum
odde in swlorice sﬁe@gn urfe
wyrse wligfrecan, Wweords gec¥pan;

symls ic¢c him on f8lan beforan wolie,
&na on orde, ond swd t8 aldre scaall
space fremuan, Denden Dis sweord polad.
(2490 .2499)

{I repaid him the treasures that he zave me, as
1t was permitted me, 1in battle, with my bright
sword; he gave ne land, ancient hereditary
property. ko had no need among the Gepidae, or
the “anes, or the Swedes to seek un inferior
werrior and buy bizm vith treasure; Ior always I
would be belfore the host, alone 1a froat, and
so shall do Lattle through 1ife, while thils
sword lasts, )

this 1% an exampls of the nobility to which the relationship
petweon kinssen aud vetween lords and their retainers eould
rige, dut I see no reason for makin: 1t the snly thing which

ennobles Beowulf, In the soclal context he !s an inaps of



what a thega shouls Gey & Lo purtly Justilles s .

Y B T R o T - L. ~ - T .
cehHokin s dntororebetion of the uocn ae e Ynirror of 2
12
I R

-

AL
In btne goolal context, es L b Lo dviiial one
alrea’y diseusse:, thers is o oihiar slightly uaresl about
Seowrlfe  orodeur siabesg thoat tow hersty cusrsoier doss ot
duvelsp, that his tewper does not thiure: "ne Ses then [tzao
ver aal chorneter ! rovedl thenseliver avprospristcly asl cfNae
eigtontly in evory action and si.uation.™ 13 i:is guality
of sedur oy ideal characler 48 smphesized f(and,y in .ot
mado nossivie) oy the fect that - has 1w real emoilinnal
entanrlements. o has no relotives sxgept tUygeluc aad Uizlaf,
gnd iu not put Inoa onoltion where nic loyalty to the rogal
house of th: Jsate 1z in 2onflicet witw iz friendship for
the Danes, U 1e ot rurricod, or if he te his wife is
sonkically dzpovriont sxzept as one of the mournsre at his
unersl pyrs (31%3a2.311774); thus he &scopes the econflict of

loyalties that bescts Ingelds IThis lack of eny but the

.

post straist tTorrard and anamhig s ties coatribulsz o our
fooling that he 1s o0 & sli:ntly 417fereat aatur: from the
sther gharccters in ths prem.

Axd yel he is the protective gealus of the leats,

2 - . s
12, vla T doniikingy "its {4¢h1 20 io-enip In

SAORALLy iﬂ &3 ~¢31’°q1 22&.&130’ Be 36,
.
133radeur, 3g4.cdte, pe 7
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embodying all that 18 anble in Las oraracter > tue rase.
For them he Jignta Lo tae death, zod naprt >0 the iinxl
Lravedy lies in tha 2ot that «vin tnat noole soerifice
18 impotent to stave o0 the destruction or the tribe,

ne womes to the bthrone after Lhe deatn o6 .eardraeu,
whase nlace he refiged to taxe i1 tre latter's ﬂia:rity
(2369823798, ut _eardred is «illed in 2 battle with
theg cwedssy ang then toe aingdos cones inbto Jeswall's handse

~& gendold tela
£iftig wintre ..wms 8B frid eyning,

ea8ld 8holiveprd..,
{2208bw2212a)

{ e rule’ well Tor fifty wiatera..he was then
an old and wise king, the anclent guardian of
the fatherland, ]

Again the voet Lihinks ia suiitheses: Seowuli‘'s lomg and
wise reign provokes thoughts of tug uraron, Bhe treasure,
how the dragos ceme to rule the treasure, and how the hoard
eavs to be pluandered and the hers was forced into fighting

his last battle:
VE wes ofowullc  beSga recyded

safde O 8Sdey, pwt his sylfes hia,

bolda sélest Dbrynewyleur mealt,

ghLstdl Gbata, rab Gdm g3dan wes

hréovw oo hreoro, hygesorga miists

woade se wisa, pst hd wealdeade

ofsr aeelde ribt  &cean .ryhtne

bitre gebulgey Jsradost innan wéoll

peostrun geboncum, swd bilm g:pFwe no vms.
(2324 #2232)

[ihes was the horror wade gaown culcely and truly
to veownddy that his o.a heme, vesi of ovuiiuiags,
and the bhrose of b Jests, was eonaumed by

surgic: {laxes, inat was & griel to the so:l of
the good man, greatest o heart.sorrows; t e wise



one thought that against anclent low he had
angered the :uler, the eternsl Lord; his Lreast
vas inwardly trouolcd with gloony thoushts, us
was not customgry with him.j
In the next few lines the poel deseribes seowull as gudsynins
‘battle kinz', Wlzendra hleg ‘vrotector of warriors?!, and
2orla dryhten ‘chieftain of nobles', epithets calling
attention to his military prowess and his ability a8 leader.
We are glven the clearest picture of Heowulf as king
in the words of Uirlal to the cowardly retainers, It 18 the
coaventional image of the perfect ruler surrounded by a
faithful doyht in i1dyllic Joy, an image with which we are
faniliar from Heorot before the ravages of COrendel, from the
apurt to vhieh the protagonist in the poem "The wandersp®
looks back with nostalgis, =2n. fron sther Anslo.Saxon poetry.
dut the very faet that 3eowulf's dryht is described in these
conventional terms shows hov noble and hieh.minded a ruler
he was. Wiglaf sayss
Ie &t mSl goman, Dir w8 medu DEgun,
bonne wé gehdton dssus hliforde
in biersele de s Bis bfagas zeaf
bet wé him 58 gidgetdwa  gyldan woldon,
gif him bysliicu pearf geluwmpe,
helmas ond heard sweord. A
(2633 .2638a)
11 rememder the tina, when we wers drinking
mead, that in the beerhall we pr.zised our lord
who gave us pinss, that we would repay him for
these war.weeds, helmets and hardy swuords, if
ever this kind of need shoull befall him, )
Again ws have sn image of lord and retainer bound by mutual

loyalty and affection, an' each of thex ennobled 2y the high



S
regard of the other.
Just befors he dies, Heowulf sums up his own reigns

Ic ¢8s l8ode hé&old
fiftig wintre; n=s s& folocyninn,
ymbesittendra &nig O3ra,

b# mec gdbwinum  grétan dorste,

egesan oévn. I¢ on earde b&d
wdlgescealtay, hGold min tela,

ne sdhte searonflas, né€ nf swir felsr
43a on unrint. I¢ Gms ealles mmg
feorhbenminm s58o¢ effan habbang
fordda mé witan ne Searf Waldend fira
mordorbealo miga, Ponns mfn sceaced

1If of lice.
(2732b.2743a)
{1 have ruled this people fifty wintersy there
has veen no king among the nelghbouring nations
who has dared gpproach me with weapons, to
threatzn ae wvith terror., 1 have awaited amy
appointed destiny in my own homeland, have held
my own well; I have not sought strife, nor
swors oaths unrighteously. "or all this, though
sick with mortsl wounds, I can vejolee; for the
uler of en willl have no esuse to reprozch ae
with murﬁai%of kin when my life Jsparts from
my body.)
e raled, then, 1a peace and Justice, a king so strong that
the neighbourinz nations dared not attack, not evan the
Swedes and Frisians, who hated the Geats and whose fsuds
with them hungz fire during sexulf's reion,

The dragon and Beowulf's encounter with him are
eiosely cornected with dryht ties and obligations, In the
first place, the dragon hoards gold, and since gensrosity
wag one of the most important qualities of a Cermanic noble.
man, miserliness and a tendency tv hoard possessions were

had, Heremod 13 cited by irothgar as an exanple of

lharadeur, 20s Sdkey s 7% (translation guoted Yerbalini.
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stinginess:
nallas ofazas geafl
Penun @fter Jd81e.
(17195.1720a)

[he gave no rings to the vanes to achiave
T Ve

Possessions were Lhe lifeblood of the dryht society, and
their fluld movement was essentiel for the vitality, cocven
the survival, of the social siricture, whatever the actual
reason was for ilhe dying out of the race which once owned
the dragon's treasure, in poetic terms the existence of such
& hoard i{s both cause and sympton of the stagnation of the
soelety.

rine fade mmg,

zold on prund(e)  guscynnes gehwone
oferhigian, hyde 56 Oe wylle ] )
(2764b.27"6)

[Treasure, :0ld in the carth, may casily get

the better of any man, hide it who will z?ﬁ
s1so this particular gold is ocursed (3069 .3073)’§ the con.
nection with the sursed zold of Jhe

us that this is a folk-tale motif, but -sdviously it nas
roots that go deep, into the very foundation of the type
of tninking that condemned the hoarding of treasure and
possessions, lo pgewyll tressure im itsell is never badj
vhen properly used it is cconsidered a force Tor good. Hut
to hoard 1t is to abuse {t:

Pd ves gesjne, Dbat se 81d ne &Zh

bEx e uarihte inne gendide
wréte under wsalle. .eard & ofsllh
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(3250 L30428)
[hea t vas seen Lhat fortone 43 apv [ ovoudr
him w2 riéA.causl" nid ﬁwu troucare wiler
3 -f - -

the “¢i-. ne ;Aar Lar firgt Llcs oo roat
rang then that feud wss savagaly avenged, )

This is a soncwhat oygterlous saszalu, net mich
clarifiel by what comes wlors and alter. I teke the second
gentence to relor o the geaibs ol the regon and cowul?l
at gach other's hands, If thiz readins ioc valid, then the
implication ig that the curse o the Toll.hioord descends
aa Jeowull's head. Sy extgusion thzt nmeans thot his vhole
nation somes under 1ts ionfluence, vdecauss is deatu 8inals
the begimning of the end for all is pernlo. [his, at sny

~
17
i

rate, is suggeztel oy Yrofossor Lavren.e and 1t does not

geenm 32 adaslutely unreasonadle that it can not fit in with
other interpretations of thy second gection of the poem.

ey

in the previous chunter 1 guoted I, F. (aerson en

the differcnge between the rendel monstors and the drazons
™e Jovil reletisnasiin of "ropdel a’ e sty ay ay he
exphasized by <o ygr;;01 with Rhe sbtory of tue fixaarahe.

In *he lattsr no sinle phragse oy desorintive apithe

applied to the Iiresdrsce can bg Loptured into any eanaectiig
with devils, or creatures o ¥il In the christian sense.

T. Mo Gong, althoush he deoas anl reler to Profezsor Drerson's

artiels, seess to Be awvare of the same Jistiaction. Inleed,

153.’ ,ég, .uci\»fu 'u:e o
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after discussing verious sonses of the word "evil”, he con.
sludes that the iraznn can hardly be consier=s evil at all.
iie continues:

if the poet ks rozaried the dracon 88 evil ne woulus (ave
t21! us quite cieariy and rep&atcdl{; zad 1f he had seen in
seownlf ‘s fight agatnst him any reilection of the Twilight
of the uods, or a syadol » the £iint between the pwers of
G06d und &vil, ho would probably not have been above droppéng
a hint. =ut we have nothing of e sort. Instead ve have
a referencs o an ancieant curss {7 whieh the dragon 18 as
mach the vieciin as the wroy & vurce wf whi ki, 8§00 it seeus,
3gowulr knows nothing, 8o that althourn the inevitability
of death for all men is mueh commented on in this purt of
the poem, no stress is latd on the heroic paradex of defeat
inevitsole but unacknowlicdred, and there is no supestina
that the drazon is anything wt a mare participant in a
tragedy that ?tartgi many =37 wefore--oci e even the rold
vas buried., 3

There 15 some support for this in the poem, Ueowulf's
agony saturates “he lagt ev hundred lines, dut the dragon
also receives his due from the poet:

song sBwylce leg
egeslic eordiraca caldre bar§a}od,
bsalwe pebided. ' )
222402326

[ire desiroyury turrible earth.dra.on, also
lay beraft »f Jife, overvhelme: by doom.)

Profassor Gang is of the opinion that this rsading of the
nocx Joes not diminish its tragle impact, In the ons hand,
in the traditional reading, there is a eoaflict of mighty
opposites, who in the end kill each other. "1 the other
nand, the opponcats are in a genge on the same zide, both

at the mercy of tie workinss ol the gursc, which i3 a

17?. “e ZanZy TAppPriacncs to - e H

sailigh gtwdieg, n. 8. INT (1952), p. 7



nechnnd sul force pomewhat Yike wyra, soine inty offect
whéncver g zertatn coywnination ~f evonts takes placs. I

am not antirsly canvincel oy PeoYeseor Nzaz's interpretatlon,
aainly becauss I 322 no hoetic rzassu why the dra o, ncvelr
a Priendly wind of er.ature, shoull us rererded in guite
guch & [avoureols 1ioh:. Graa%@ﬁ that he coreg undnr the
influence of tho curse, “ronte  trat he has decn $ajurcd

by the thaft »f the godlet and that he is entitlc? to take
revente, hig revenge 1s out of all proportisn to the in.
Justice he suffered, an? this excessiv: wei csace can, |
pplieve, ve seen ax coastituting ths same Latred o2 naneind
that motivated -reildcl's crimss, To tic Geats, the drazon
1 the iastrureat of the curse, ».¢ no matioy hew wwilling
an instrusent he is, he causz8 siwougn denage Lo o: a Jorve
ol evil to the people.

Another vay in wolch the dragen is Lound up in the
structure aof the dryht is throursh the thief vho steals the
zoblet, The liners dealling with *this event ars tha nmost
badly dasaged of any in Yo canuscoript, and re2dines and
interprotations are thersziore hypothetical aad contradica.
sorye  The thief, whother neble rotainer op slave, bad
somehow been exvellaed fPom the soczial Hrider, and stols the

.,
f the

sanlot 4n srdsr o iy Wizceld hwaek in, 6 ie 0n

[}

aexile firwres of Anglo-iazen litorzt c,;iut the iplieations
are that be was more sioned az.lnst than sinntac, ..o $lscs

from vongeful blaws (22280) aal has e sorely 40 iured
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(2222b), 1t ig througs necessity that he stzals the goolet,
and this drief picture gives us a glimpse into the darker
and zore ruthless side of the dryht scciety.

AL sny rate, the goblet finda its way iato seowull's
hands, and when the dragon beging to wreak Vengeance on the
Jsatish People it is sSeowulfl who Lakes up the gauntlet. The
abligations snd pattern of ozhaviour are again those of the
4ryht, applying to men and mousters alike, .Je must defend
his people against this atteak, and he choses to fight
singlehandeds

Ic gengdde fela
gﬁ%& on geogodey  g¥t ic wylle,
'8¢ foloes weard fi#hde sfcan,
ndrOa fremman, gif mec se nfusceala
of sordsele dt gestced.
(2711b.2515)

{1 ventured on many battles ia my youth; still

1, aged guardian of thne people, will geek combat,
galn renow., if the mcourge of men will mest me
outside the eartbo.dwelling,]

Wita the exception of the passage relating wiglaf's
speach Lo the cowardly thegns, there 18 3o break in the
aacount of the vatile, which is clear and explicits

Thia single break is esscatisl: the desertion of the thanes
is required, to give full plausibility to the represeantation
of Beowulf's mortal peril. The hero's men had not deserted
nim in his fight with Jreniely cor even at the Haunted Yere,
when they thought bis slgin. It is the pande of all but vue
of his bravest men which convinges us that, in the ‘ragon,
he faces a Tre far nore terridle than rendel or Orendel's
dame The interveation of wizlaf 1ls equally necessary, Joth
tr denongtrate the extremity »f the hero's peril und %0
supply him, in his darkest hour, with a companion as loyal
as he himself had been to dygelac., Morsover, it is the
davoted gallantry of Wiglafl which Jjustifies Leowulfl's sac-
rifice: if none of the .eats had stood oy hing we should
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feel tbat their impendiﬁq conqueszt o, the “vesr was fully
Justified, and that .ecowull's death for them was a futile
gesture. loreover, the poet wished to assure us that, fatal
Teave the Geats uttorly lencorops fEVAL('S fall dic xot
1 think Professor :rodeur iz right about thisy 1t is
anotuur way of lookiny at the symmetry of the scone whioh
I discuszed in chapter Jne. ragan heross achieved a kind
of fwwortallly by performing deeds noble encugh to be remesn.
sered Dy the scops and thelr audiences, and the greatness of
beowulf is enhanced by the mouraing of his people, among
whom wWiglaf is the only one named and characterized., Cnce
again the lord and his thegn are mutually ennodled dy their
admiration of c¢ach ether. In short, the survival of wiglaf
gives the hero a kind of inmortality.

sritics of peowulf have put the poet's 13233 adout
kingship in & wider context by showing how they avre related
%o medieval conceptions of whal the 1feal xing should be.
Huch & eritic is L. e cohilcking, who finds in the dying
king's summary of his own relin the lermenie ideas of

19

loyalty ("Ireus”) and the strenzth that keeps enerles

away conbined with $he Ausustiniass injunctious conseraiag
"wisdowm, plety, ad iindness.” 2

iis Eo ¥aske finds in the poem as z whole an exasple

souerasiifin

lgﬁrﬂﬁgufy QReGike, Pe 129,
19, i. Sehfleking, ope uikes Pe 3.

P10idey pe 3%



and a glorilication of the idéal of “"gaple

eonglicriag this "the most basic theme in the posm, around
whilch the other major theses are arrangsd &nd to which they

n 21 st refers to aa article oy wrnst

relate in various ways.
<urtiug which traces the formula of "g§
throuz: ldtersturs up to and iccluiing the time of gegwylf's
compositien, finding it siguificant 1o “"the culture that
produced Seguylf.” ° 7This involves delving into obssure
early medieval works with which the jeowulf poet may or may
not have been familiar,

studies of this gind are valuable, dut it seems to

e that 4t is wore iaporiaat to realize that the formula

finis expression in haroic literaturs, ani is frequentily
used as the highest praise of a hero. In Zhe lllade foX
instance, ilysses is described as "wise in the council,
foremost in the fight.” 22  Ia Jhe ong of jolan

are Bplit.."Boland 18 flerce and Oliver is wise" zhﬁ.anﬁ
the defeat of the rearguard cen be atiributed in part to
this division. Asd in Jhe jdyssey of Easantzakis

21 .

le e L@ske, "3Iapd a3 the con.

sroiling These of Beguuli’s 1o ] ieholscu, ahe o1kes Pe 2594

221084+, pe 270,

2yomer, ;he Iliad, tracs. Lord Derby (lonions vent,
1948), II, 373,

andy transe orothy L. sSayers (l.ar.
. )9)’ P % (10 1095)




62

Odysesus tells his son that he must surpass him "uota in
brain and spaar“.25 ruske's wrticle 1s helpful in pointing
out tnle aspect of the poemy but the forruls: seems to be
more important a3 a link between herolc poetic characiers
than as semething which the Bgowulf noet night have cowe
across in Fulgentiue Mythographus.

Other criticel positions, such as that of it 2.
Felia eey referred to in the previous chaptor, treat Seowulf
28 a redoexer figure and find detailed parallels, pasriic.
wlarly in the fight with Crendel's mother and in the last
part of the poem, with incidents in the life oI  hrist,
But surely he is a licdeemer in only a very qualified sense
of the word, bscause the defeat of the ssats (who to it
the parallel would have to be a chosen pceople) iz gertain
at the end of the poen, and will take place in the very
near future. Certainly the hero in himself has overtonss
of a Messisnle figure, but as “orthrop irye points out,
almost any "her> of romance ls analogous to the mythicel
Hessish or dsliverer who comes [rom the upper world, and
his euemy is analogous to the demonic powers of a lower
world,” 26 Ihe annibilation of the .cats is a toueh of
tragic lrony which nullifizs some of the specifically

*pomantic” slescnts dn the poex's znding.

th

2§Nikas raganteakis, The dys & Lgdern Sacy
trang; rimon Friar (Tew York: simon snd Schuster,195:
I’ 2 Y J

26

et

Fryey 20a..Clbss ne 187,



anothur idea which ¢ould e ussl in this type of
eritiecisz nat wiaich has not, s> far as I know, reccived
mach attention, is the late medieval congept ol "magnaninii;’,
It is crmressed ond expounded very 2learly in tne work o
Joha “ilton, ond Ay exciss far using guch a lnte sour:e
18 that uis statenent »f 4t flts Jeowsli's character very

¢losely. 1Ia g «11ton writen: "Hdagna.

almity i stown, when in the seeking or avoidlin:, the aceen.
tanee or refusal o riches, =2dventages, or honsurs, ws are
actuated By a rolard to our own digniiy, rigntly und@rstaﬂﬁ."27
Tts opposite is "prile, when & man values hl=sel” without
merit, or more highly than hig merits dessrve, or is elated

28 he Lcaring which

by some insigaificant circumstances,”
this last statement hus o1 drothgar's sfermon on pride is
too elear Lo nos! elaboration,

v Yo duzhws writes that sarnaoimlty was re urdod
a8 the supreme hercl: virtue, the letber vhrase buing de.
fimed oy Tusso a& "an excess 2r perfection ol the good,
sometning which has adthdng to 1: with ooderntion, zs the
moral virtuss heve, sometidng divine and iistincuishable fron
Christian charldy and the love of uad 2nly becsuse its ohisct

18 true earthnly homour rathsr than heavenly glory.” 29 this

2710nn ¥ilton, gEmplete cosus sad Lalok
Mgrpitt Y. lughes (Hew Yorks .dyssey Press, 195%7)
(ﬁk. Ii’ uildpp ‘4@1.

28&:05 peys 120 (ﬁkg .L,, \1}»5'-;7- J.:).

29&:.’ Pe h,”.
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whole concept secxy to find pretic expression in Paprsdise
Begalioed, «here faten descrioes Turist @ DLeidn-

~ith tore than buwen g10GL Sron keav'n wusrncd,

Pagfectﬂmaa absolute, f:aees divine, 33

sud memplitude »f mive o greatest aeeds.
L g far froo s.oogesting thet this view Laos any greater
vali ity or uselulness thaen the interpretations of .chiicking
an' coeced 1 feel thal all of thes sre only pertly righty und
Ehal vhoy lose Lricy of tee poer ln tryins $o find mechanical
and acadeic erplanetions {or a groatness in Loth the poesn
Ak« 4ii hero that lics [«r deeper than tic medieval view on
wiat the fdeal xdng or the ideal man should oe.

tasdoaddy weovilf 48 the protegonist of a work -f

0

Litorature, .l g would be stullsd in that context. e &

vt
fon
%1

& superhnman but mortal horo, snd he dixg ln defenddir :
people, bulng the only one who can protect them at that
polnt. Us 1y al onea dutgeted snd lavolved: detached in

2o

selag frae Croa ocorsonal Dovolveme Ao siwer than the loyalbty
and rospousinllity wilic ke sues to mls oveslord 530 nis
ﬁi%ﬁﬁ&ﬂu»ikvulTﬁf&ﬁtﬁ which might oanflicl with the nerfor.
aance of hls dubty..and Involved in the gonse of beinz abso.
lotely cowmplvted b the welfars 380 Bis peonly. eter Fisgher
sees the eplic pr.lugonist oz "the fdours o0 & huwmen hsro @n.
bodying i his ow person the sirugeles an? srials -8 his
peanle. Fhe DEYO did wol uerely 'symbolize! the trials

of the r&se; lv was the actual l.ucaruation of ti.se

}.” L) -
*Jmflton, Peradice Repalved, 11, 1374139
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trialee™ 3l ~at Geownlf (8 in strongth snd virtue more
than human, and I cznnot see the ragson fur the heavy em.
phcsis on the hapry heln: thus "iacapnstion’ of the tri.ls of
his race, L docs not quite seem tu fit ceowul?, althoucrh
Srofesnor Flatevr was writiang specitieally of this woem,

& rore moderate, and prodbably meore scourate position
wald be to Bee tho nero o8 beins vary closely relatsd to
tic peopls ané the gtoric: teld abont hir as intenled to
establigh iz intirote Inveolverent with the historicsl
veckyround of the race. Thus it would be the poen rether
Lgn i%s hero which would record the triules of the race:
The pore orizinsl wad native nind of eril hag ifnmmediate
association with all that the people anow about themgelWes,
and all thaet parit of thelr experienc: which no ons can
account for or refer to any particular source. A poom llke
torudf can al.y directly on a thousand chords of asso.
elation; the range o: its appeal t5 the zinds of an audience
is elmost vnli-ltzdy onono aide Lo the pozt debarr2d from
freedon @f‘mmv3mamt, if only he resember lirst of all what
1- due to the g ug has 211 tae life of his »noople to
strengthen hinm, «=
The same involvemsnt o the here with his people's past
and their destiny 4is to be found in ing iliasd. iiector
slong before the Scaean (ates is in the saxe position a8
teowulf ia front of tie drazon's barrovy alone azainst

the senenry, each of thex bes his uaca againer the w-li,

and esach of them knows that he hes come fsct to fage with

v

3lret@r Fo vlsnery "Tue .riels of the .pic usro
$0 Seswull', Poln LAKIII 119583, am. 171.172,

PPL N

32%1 - o i; (Tl” 3

e

1922), . 28,

(Loadons *ud-illan,



his last opponent. Beowulf’s last words bdefore goinz to
neet the drarzon show hig awarsnass of the fateful moment:
18 914 elne sceall
goli gegangan obde gid Mimed,
feorhbealu frdcne frian Sowerne
(2535 -2537)

{1 shall win the gold with valour, or war, the
destroyer of life, shall take yasur lord,]

deetor, after dedating for the last tize whethar he should
attempt to Duy pesce with the reatoration of ielen and all
ths spolils that Paris orought back to roy, decidea:

Better to dare the fight, and know at onuua
To vhom the viet'ry is decreed by .eav'n, 3

Alone he defznds his people, who are securs behind the city
walls at nis back. This image of & whole people awaiting
their fate, which depends on the ocutcome ol a single hand.
to.band combat detwesn tha herc of the pensple and his
opponent, is recariacly similar in Beowull and in JThe I1diads
the fact that the peopls walch while the fight proceeds
emphasizes the feeling that this is a eriticsl zomant,
that the powers rullng the universs must be laft to work
their will through the setlions of the huero aloaet in short,
that assistance giveu the hero would ve not only futile
but even impious.

dector is "naliher superman, nor derigod, nor zod.

1ike, he 15 a mau and ameag wen a prince.” Eh Like beowulf,

33““3) W’ XX11, 15%.15%,

M pachel Bespaloff, |

int. ilermann sroch (lew dors: Harper,

trang. “ary iclarthy,
82) § De 39c
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he stands hexd and shouldsrs above his poople, 1lnvolved with
them i yet somehow isolated oy the awurcness thst s 1s
the pillar holiing them up, toat %w 1is wortal and that his
deat: will oring about the destruction of tis natlon,

Stanley . Greenfield compares the cro of epic
poelry with his counterpart in trazic drama, In drama, the
hero undergues a procegs of isolation as the play grogresses.
iidg fall is not necessarily aceompanied by the destruetion
of his eity or the snnihilation of his rage. “Though fami.
lies and houses ouy oe enmeshed in the hers's fate, the
catastrophe of tragic draxa is inclvidusl; the ity or
nation regrouns its forces and reteins something of its
identlity.” 35 In fact, the death of the here frequently
has a sense of purgation about Lt, like the eviction of &
scapegoat fron a city, bearing all of the people’'s sing
and miseries., One $hinks of the Jedipus plays of Sophoules,
of saplet and of Jthello.

On the other hand, ian splc poetry "the fate of the
hero implies the end of the eity ani the passing of a vay
of 1ife, not a cleansiug or a re.formation.” 3 “he ldess
gontained in this last sfata&eat %111 ve explorved in more
detail in s later chaptery here it is the conmection
between the deatn of the hero and the Tall of his eity which

35 tanl@y be Greenflell, "ie
Comparat tnze, XIV (1962)7 Pe

%1pid., p. 95

and dplc Tragedy",
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is important, ireenfleld eXpress-s 1t in these wordss

We Fo Kor has called atizntion to the {act that ln epis the
hers avi his peaple have a community o0 interesis, Thouzh
his individual talent aund stature loos large, though he may
in the end like :ector stzn! alone, the epie hero neverthe.
less has strong tises with the peopls and thoir tradition..
he is their "hope™. » « » [ he writer refors %o Ll anesh,
Hector, :wland, Apthur, and other herces,) Ihe values of
thase herses rellact the funtusental heldefs and sspirations
of their peoples. seowulf, toa, thou-h he fizhts in iago.
lated zlory apsingt the wmoxsters, is iu Part I the good
right arz of ing lygelac and i1a Cart Il «ing hicgelf of the
Geats., .18 zond with his vommunity is further signalized

oy the cowltatus relatiounship aad vy ths leagthy aistariggl
1dzregsions, which plaec him in iils nation's tradition,

Lere we have another atiemp? at seeln: the “"labulous®
and the “"historical” olements in the poem ag part of the
gase faoric. Ia the osackyround 18 the flux »f the tribe's
history, trausamutel inte legend through countless oral
retslliangs.  In the foresrount 1s Jeowull, the last aad
sroatest of ite kings, whose peace.gnforcing streagth con.
golidated for a tilme tha kingdor which his prasdecespors
held., 18 refgn seems statie and Sranguil 11 comparison
with previousg saes which were sharaeterized By war and
flux, resumably it was seeun s fulfillisg the pronise
of earlicr rogimes, a.! that re-inds us that usoywaulf
functious un 8 luvel of rorance where such (aifilment is
possiole. .he eplthets which the poel uses o Jdeserive ndn
indicate that ssowalf was aa 1dealised swarens

mférne pésden

hzlel hiofende, hl&ford lZ-fne, ’
(31%11-:-31»:2)

37&reen§ield, e siles PUs 931.54%,
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fexcalleot prince, reanwne. warrisr, beloved
lords. ]

SAth the dsath or Looawndl o the Les
ints ths Tlux of nistary, Just o 7ests! Jisin, ot nnving
spent thoree hundred weare in s sbate »f susresion {7y tioe,
returng zd unon tousiing the earth reroives the oirdos of
three huaired yesrs' a.~ all at >7:e, -¥irhans, when the
endin;: of the poen 18 s=en in thiz way, the Adisgalution 7
the nation A7 the Soate 48 loevitable racardiase of higtor.
o) Paet; 4t 13 termonded Dy the nsstic strueture 2o e
nanifestation of the Tlmx o »istory, just oz 2igin, back
o1 eartn, ~> a0t heln Bt bo a2 1217 wmn o0 the verge ~f deathn,

Tae extiootian o ths passine of time ard the moy.
tality ~F t e Geatish natisa corr-spond exzotly to thoge

af eoalf,  Tha oo t's gtutement af the herots relmtion

S

3o these (:rces 1s Lot oaskuer made of exgressine the pesple's
relation bty them, and the aetion of tinme ani lux, suspenied

and agermlated o 104y years, takesz =Tfect in the esad.
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THE HKRO AUD Ii. URIVEILE

Begwulf veging with a brief history of ths yvelgn of
Boyld GCoefing, "an ancient and probably m»ytnical figure® 1
who ruled the Danes three generations before Hrothzar., A4S

a baby he arrived in a boat, surrsuaded by treasure and
gilfte; at thae Janish eosst} he was probably raised at the
Danish 2ourt and finglly becase the king. Presuwmadly his
ancnown origia rather recomzended hia to that position than
disqualified him; one thinks of ivses and ~ing Apthur. After

2 the desgtiaed time!

a successful reizu, and 4
(26b), he diel; his retaiasrs put the oody in a ship with
an abundant supnly of treasurc, and set the shin afloat.
The poet concludes:
_ Se2 m@ cunnon
secgan 15 adlde, sclerdidende,
helel under heofemuzm, hwi bém hleste onféng,
(530.52)
{¥en do mot «uow, couns«ilors i the hall,
herses under heaven, cannot szay truly, who
raceived that laaé.i
As well as giving iateresting information concerning

the eponymous rounder of the Scylilag dynuaty, an. conserning

lﬁhﬂﬂhﬁrﬂi AR Ldkes s X3e
70
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pagan ship buriesls, this ztory hes oo importsit Jun tion in
the structure of the poex, It serves as zn iatroduction,
and nes bearing o the astual story ealy in so far as it
deals with the past history of tha .naeg. .ut the coming
and noinr of Seyld recails the Lfuacus passs e in edo's

Eenlagliagtical Hlatory dealing with the conversion o .ing
Edwin, One of the kinr's councillorsg says:

The pregent 11fs of man, 7 king, secms %o m3, In cozparison
of that tive which is uankuow:. to usy like Lo the swift flight
of a sparrow through the room wharelin you sit at sucper ia
wintery with your couranisrs aad cinlegters, and & go0d Jire
in the midszt, whilst the storms of rain and snow prevail
abroady the sparrow, I say, flying in at oue Jdvor, «nd iz.
mediately out at another, whilst he is withiz, 1s safe from
the wintry storzs; out af%@r 8 suort spage of fauir weather,
he immediately vanishes out of your sight, inlec the dark
winter froa which he had erergeds oo thig life >0 man ap-
pears for a short apasz, nbut of what wwgt before, or what
is to followy we ars uttorly igaorant.

1f the mind of wode .cun create a boautiful imege like this
to illustrate what men's lifc is like under pagan skles,
then it i net ts0 oueh Lo assuse that the Begwull peet,
equally -bhristlan and st least as poetic in his thinuing,
used the story ef Scyl? .celing for & sowewhal similar pure
POS@s Je e e [0lslea writes ol Lon poetl:

de cast his time Into the loay-820, wwvaus: alozady the long.
ago had a speeial poetlcal asttraction. ile knew auch asout
the old days . . . § one thing he snew clearly: those days
were heathet..beathen, novle, and hopeless. « . « ¥Wo get

in fact a poew fror a pre-nant moment of polse, looulig oaeck

into the pdt, by & wan learsed in old tales who was struggliing,
a5 it were, {o get a general vievw of then all, .zreciviug

tjeée ~ SEn) . ‘;' LLLPY
trons. 7. sta%emg T@Ve s de Giless Inby
(L‘)nd‘ons r&iﬁt’ 19 8), D 910
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thelr common tragedy of inevitable ruln, and yet feeling
this more pogllcally vYecauss ue was bimsell removed froas
the direct pressure of its despalr, e could viev from
without, but still feel ilumediately an’ froz within, the
0ld dognas despalr of the event, comblned with ”aith in the
value of doomed resistance. e waﬁ still desling with the
great temporal trgg«dy, and not yet writinz an allegorical
homily in verse,
Seyld wag ruler over the Danes iz a time long past and the
brief story of his life and death is, if the similarity of
the passage quoted from .w«de counts for anything, to bDe taken
in part as an image of the life of maa cfore the arrival of
thristianity. "o one knew where he came [rom, no one knew
where he went after death, The provision of weapons and
treasure seens W ladicate a peliefl in the immortality of
the soul and the necessity of deing equipped for the aftarx.
1ife. The use ol a ship to contaia thse oody, and the
launghing of this ship show that death, like life, was
visualiz:d as a quest or Journey. This latter ideas is also
conveyed by sede in the passagze quoteds the soul is compared
to the bird which moves through static surroundings.

The universe ic whicsh Seowulf lives and zate i3 ruled
by two forces, ¥yrd sad Sod. 4 The relationship of these

two forces Lo each othery, as well as ithe degree of

3:elkien,‘gg;“§1§., e Thy 734

hxlaabmr's sapitaligation of eplthets for deity s.ggests
that tne ourlstlaa w0d is referred (v ia all cages. Sut in
fsct nany of the epithets ars of pagen origln, and 1% is very
aifficult to ascertaln how far they were intenied to hear
vhristian significance, [his will be dealt with in more
detail later in this chapter.



73

«aristianization in the words referring to deiiy, are impora
tant ia decidiog wialb &ini of universe Lbhe poel is depicling
and what the hero's relatlonship to it is.

The maaiiimportaat aspect of a study like %this, bovw.
ever, is that it deals with a poetic univerze. 8 . sgtated
in the [irst chapter, I Uelleve that the poet was primarily
interested in writing o paam,‘nat in preaching a morael leason
or ¢onstructing & "mirror of & prince’. J ~& 1+ see 1lt, this
weans that he fitted the universe to the reguirenents of the
poemy saclog 1t poetically rather than tneslogieally couslis.
tent,

Tolkien Jescribes the post as worklang at "a pregnant
moment of poise” betwsen pagan and Christisn tlmes, & chris.
tian learncd in the ways ool the tales »f the scops, com.
bining the vest of the old and new suzis of sellefs. Ironm
the eviiunce presshteld by the poes ho seecns Lo have seen of
o poetic rather than a rigldly moralistic ani lidacti: tenm.
perament, Jwars that tls olatl 4n tize was & turning 1a the
road, he must have been concerned Lo find sut how such of
the pre..hristian literaturs he coul! use for Jhristian
purposegy is use >f pagan materisd and poetie technliques
indicates that he admired it 2nd was interssted in salvaring
it, oir Frank “tenton, writing as a historisn, throws lirht

on the subject oy showlag how seventh.century Laglishomen

gﬁchuc:king, ShBey Do 3‘»‘:
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rezgacded the poeltpy off Lualr pre.-onvarsion aacssiors:

0 a strict cnurcaman oi Bhe perlod tuis 6szaa ilturaturs
was intensaly « iﬂyustﬁ117, a3y, 6 wag it r $anored er dis.
sounftenaileed Jy the Quua.lers @f wnglisn .hristian seholar.
ship. Jut the bulk o7 thils pratry was adioossat U an
aristoaratic audleacs, acd S onglish nooldity, famfliar
with the courly of 10¢g dugew.ded Kiage, mslntained its
interast in heroic tradition. .he Qlergy beceme pore Soler.
ant of this iradition as the Jauger .0 a nwabaen Yeackion
die” away, and, iideed, pleyec an essenlfisl sart in its
iransaission., Tae Sngiian prafry of ths heaili=n 236 wes
£firs% written down by ‘hristian clerks, ani most of it enly
gurvives 11 texts which are alfeagtad oy .aristian ldeos and
imagery. At its helgnd, this 1nflucnne ext2ads to the per.
weation of an 2a%ire 2007 with ovarictian Tecling. o poan
such as poowalfl, in whieh aristocratic traditions are
envaloped in a Jhristian atzosphore, {8 an iavaiuaunls racord
oi the int@llaatual outlook of the &mﬂ u?isr wa08e DProtesctiion
christianity was astablished dn vngland.®

e fuslions of pagan poet.c convaentions and Thrdstian
gontsnt in such poems as Apdreas snd ‘vissiz indicate that
thé,ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂi{ post wus ndt .lone in attenpting thls evaluation
a7d fusion, "If + . . the poums wers composel @arly for an
audieice not Far removed Ifrox pagan times, then it was
natural that the poet should try to eombine the ald hersic
atwosphere with a ceatral iizure not repugnant $o Chris.
tianity.” 7 4iss Phillpotts, studying the philosophic
leanings of the llordic races, finds that they place gresat
emnhasls on herole defeat rather than glorious triumph 8

and that ~“ate, for whica the Awlo.dbaxons use thae term

6Stantsn, aRs. 84k, pe 152,

?gartha Hhillpot hxgﬁ and “rovide-ce ia wazlo.
Saxon thoumnt”, s a3 Lh.dies, A;EI (1527), s sun-
%arised in fhe Year's Work in o zlis udicg
soas and .. W. herford, 1Z (1920}, p.

3m.", ppe 6465,
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wyrd 'what is to be'y, is seen as an important force ruling
men's lives. The "erdic doitics ruling the destiny of men

were the forns, described in 1he i 8 1n this way:

There 1s a eauiifui hall near the spring uhucr the ash trae,
and Crom it cowu thres raldens whoo» naves are Urd, Verdandl,
siuld [Past, Present and ruture!. These maldens aﬁaps the
lives oi nmen, sad we call thex toras, Thare are, however,
ROXE SOTIS, 38 that eome to every child that 13 oora in
order %o shape .t8 liiae, and thess arc veneflconi, oslhers
belong to the family of tac elves and a third group beleongs
te the family ». the iwarfe. « « » el waagleri saids ‘I
the “orns decide the fates of men, they app.int very uneqgusal
destindes for themy {or some have a go.id and adbundant life
bt oihers have 1ittle wealth or fame. osome have a long li}e
anid others a short was.'!

Siizh One saids 'The good ioras who come {ron good stock
shaps good lives, bu§ those who newt with wisforiune owe 1t
t> $he evil Horas,'!

Frox he Fagris somes another graphic por.

trayal of the sctions o the ¥ates, hare the Mediterranean
aes. The mother of vriavond; diamend, snd Triamond goes
to see theme

There she ther found, all sittin: round about
The direful distaffe steading in the =zid,

Sad with viswearlied fingers draswiasg out

The lines of iife, from liuing knewledge hid,

Upon being gqueslioned, otue of tneR audwers:

Jond dame that deem'st of Undaes diulns
As of musans, tlat they may altred uees,
As ehaung'd at pleasure for those iampes of thine,
ot aa{ Do what Lhe Futes do ouse dedreoea,
Hot all tue gode can @h&igga, ner joueg hi: self
can Jree.

‘ denorrd sturlusony Zh I ode@y Bel, 3ad traas.
by Jean L. Young (_asurldged uowes wil owes, 18040, pa't'te

103 amunda spenser, Ihe gens, in g
worksy ed.s Jo O. S2ith and oo . (Lon _Oxford
tniversity Press, 19c0)y ske IV, Ciilo 11, slaazas %o zal 71,
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The panan view of Fate, or wyrd, seeus to be that
a man will survive all dangers agz long es his appointed time
of death has not yst come, but that once this mement 1s upon
him nothing can save him, I suspect that the iavulnerability
of ichilles and of 5ifrid, with the exception of one spot on
the body of emeh of themy is & poetieal equivalent of this,

The actions of the ''srns, and the inserutabllity of
¥yrd, corresvond in seme respect to the  hristiasn idess of
predestination and grace and the inscrutadbility of Sod's
will regardin: men's destiny.

Without grace, man's free will, &lthough still in existence,
cannot overcone thesge impeliments and so remain free {ron
ain or achieve good, Grace, then, confers upon free will
the added freedom of ozing able to glve effect to ite desires
to do good. For 8%, sugustine, OGod divided the dammed from
the saved according to whether HBe endowed then with special
grace (final nerseverance) by which they might persevere in
goodneas and remaln free from sio uatil tihe end. Sush pre.
destination to election or dannation rests with Jnd's will
alone. « « « Ihis awareness of the dlstincetion between
nature and grace sprang from the tenets of Jhristian beliels
the personsl concept of & God who acted voluntarily, as
opprsed to the necessary hierarchy of intelllgences,
autonomouz and eternal, which made up the Yeeplatonic uni.
verse, The contrast betwesn the two was the foundation of
=t, sugustine's outloosk; it made grace nol just a gquestion
of theology but the expresszion of the Christien ¥ N

anes 1t put the rfiatiaﬁ cgtween creator and areature

AL

a8 the

p

central issue,
Grace, then, could be grated or withheld, depending on the
will of Jod, aad & man's life was shased aceording oy that,

just ss 4in pagan thought & man's destiny depended on the

M sordon Leff, _od
Qekhaz (Harsondsworth: Pe
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will of the Yorans or the 7ates, Under both systexns Lhore was
zn elewnent of uncertaintﬁ'in 1ife Lecausge 1 nan d1d not nov
vhiat vas deatinsd for hint he acted in agresment with sone
cade of conduct in whic- he belicved or whizh was cxpasdical
for ndm #nd was irnorant of ths end, 1f he were 2 pavan,
nothing he could do had any effae:t o1 the tive of his death,
althouzh herofe deeds could heln him to get & Valhollag if
ho were a ohristian, his 9111ty to persevere rested with the
will of ‘od, without whi:h he need not expect te achieve much
good.  cut 1t wes the gtrovale and the effort which were im.
vortant, and therefore the code of gonduct is centrzl in "ath
gobes of beliefs: pride, courage, a1d ‘eflaznce for the Nordic
pagang humility, obedience, and charity for the _hrisgtian,
43 hsg of'ten bean noted, these gualitiss are combined in the
last few lince of Beownlf, wvhere the retalners sum up the
character of thelr deceased kino

Cwiidon bwt hé wire wyruldeyninglal

manna mildust ond mson(dw)srust,
lgodun 1slost ond lofpesrnost.
(3180.3152)

{They said that he had veea »f carthly kings
the mildost end the zentlest of men, the kindest
to his people and the most cager for fame,] 12
The workings of wyrd or Fate are degceribsad in heroic
literature in significant and often polgnant phrases and

inages. For ilnstanee, the Zeowulf poet tells uss

2
12 panslation quoted frox Jlerk .oll, 3p, it

P 1771



Hyrd oft nered
uaf&igne eorl, bonne his ellsn d8ah,
(527.573)

[%yrd of ten saves the undoomed -~an when his
valour is great,]

6nd the control of wyrd evidently exteads to tue Jdreadel
kin as well:
e was bet wyrd P gén,
h& ol ndste MANNE CYNIeS
iczean ofer b& nlht.
(734b. 7358

{'7or was 1t his fate that he should devour
more men after that niznt.]

In Theg Jliad we get a clear statement of exactly ibe
sant idea, deetor c¢onsoles Andromache:
Jearesty wriag not thus oy heart !
For %111 my day of destiny ig come,
Fo man may take my lifey and when it counes
“or brave nor coward ean escape that day.
Of one of the warriors in the widst of the battle, fHomer gays:
Oter him hung the dnom
Which none might turn asidej; for from bHehind
The fateful arrow struck his throngh the necl, 1k
And in Rigl's Cpgar Y 'Denth will cateh ump with me wherever
| -4
1 am,' sald Junnar, 'when it is 80 lated.' " 1
"hese passsges indlcate the nzture of the pagans'
selief in Tate: they saw it as inscrutaole and all.powerful,

dominating even the paptheon of the gods, and detervining

Line 111ad, VI, 564567,

14 pide, XV, 525.527.

154ia1's 5828y pe 156,



the course of a man's 1life at birth. "2 sengs in Sraesx

¢

tragedy that fzte i3 stronger than the 22Js really imli
that the gods exist primarily to ratify ths ovdcr of nature.lé
Ther. seem to have been two viewg 51 the afterlife
in aorthern mytholo-y and they conflict tr a certaldn exteni.
The most familiar one is that concernine Valhalls, 2din's
kall, where thc Valkyrior, the warll:e maldens who scrve
that god, bring warriors whoe have dici valiantly in battle,
Gdin zathers these warriors about hir and entertoi-s then
until he requires thelr services in the final ersat .onflict
of the zods and men aaainst the 'in;vu. This is Ragnardk,
the ‘wilieht of the Gods, where the giants will be vic.
torious. 17 dut another, equally significant, viaion »f
the afterlifc is iven in
{all.taehar} created heaven &l earth and the sky and all
that ia Cuvw 1se o » « .iB greatest ucnievevent, however,
is tbe msking of man and giving him = soul which will live
8714 LEVSD Glﬁ ailthough nis Lody may decay o dust >r sura
to ashug, rightaaum men shall live and oo with hiam
where it iﬁ »allhu &;&1& or Yin: 61y out wicke.: men will

£ ko L é and tnsaece Lo Jiflbel tnab is down iz the ninth
wgrl\l.

16FP!39 @0a. 848+ s Pe 206,

17 . . .
Thomas sulfinch, ,gég%lggx (lew Yorks wodern
Liorary, n.d., orige puie. 2iy DBle 2{5“, 278,

183turlucoa opas _8ite, pe 31a Yuc interesting thing
to note aboul this quoletion is the reference %o salvation
for"rightaous man" E seomlfl's saal is desoribad as olng

geira 'the doom ol rishtesus wen'(Z R
Gf all ne:vu'P s virtuces, shether scea in Ziristia or

narai contexts, this is tha one whiagh the soet picihs For
thic cileduportane aoweat 1o the posso.the ing t“‘u 5§ the
hero's Jeatii and the denariure of the geul Trorr the scidve
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And i poetry there is still another kind of immor.
tality Lgbu kapt in mind by pagan warriors, from the
heross of Homer to Yeats' -uchulains this was the fame on
earthh which the noble warrior achieved, and it was acoces.
gible to anyone who performes tie kind of deeds wiioch were
registered with *the long.remembering harpers”. 13 fhis
imsortality is comoined with the other.worldly one in these
words ol Beowulf to krothger:

Ure @ighwylc sceal ends gebidan
worolde 1ffes, wyrce s De mbte

dénes & d€abey; bet bid dr&atgnman
unlifgendur zfter sflest, ,
(1386.13893

{kach of us shall await the end of 1life in this
world, let hix who can work befor: death for nis
famey that is best for the warrior afterwards,)
“Thus the northern philosophy, though unformnlated,
depended on the eoneeption of “ate and Faze,” 2 Dagpite
the elavorate comstr.ctions in oddic literaturs of the

hisrarchy of the gods, thess diviaities oo are ruled by

1%3{0 B, Yeats, “The ireenm lelmet”, in Zollected
Plays (london: ¥aciillan, 1960}, p. 243,

20&‘!&@1@ group of complaex ideas is gathered in the
word ddm, 20 thet it Deuomes a summary of most of what this
chapter containg, 1t meuns *Judgment,' 4n pagan times the
sudgﬁent of zods and of one's fellow men on one's lifs and
deeds, It means 'cholce'y one's owa Judgment conceraing
vhieh of two alternatives to take, whlcn i1 certain instinces
gould affect a man's life and revesl his character. Lastly
it caa wean cither "glory' or ‘'doom’, whatever decree is
passed on man's life and actions.

Bppiiipotes, ap. cite, p. 65.
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wixd, aad they will die in tuc end, The deatn of tne jods
in the cosmic confliet of azn.rok 22 icame tue aingrossing
sentre of nershern mythology, anl shows tho pantacon ol the
gods vanguished themselves by yyrd, whilch wis esbidied iu
the giants, the forces of Shaos leng banished from the
ordered Tealm iannaoited by gods uad ren.  oriic reilglous
thought, then, couceiveld Fabte and the zods as geparate
foreesy; the latter dominated LUy the former. 48 we Saw in

the quotatioen {rom s Lpenser thought ths

sane. lachel vespaloff fiids this idea in Jomer's thought
as welly, and parallels the lhristian .od with ¥ate rather
than the Jlyapizasy

the religion gﬁdggxng and the worship of the living Sod both
iavolve a ref . ko turn nan's relation to the divine into
& tewchnigue or & mystlcal formula., he 4ol of Lue :ible can
be touched but not subarsed Ly prayers; propitistory rites
are mapggla of appeasing the Olymplsng dut not of deflectin:

A8 a congequence, "the Agpor rati, not polythelss was the
real obstacle to faith for the zncients ™ 2 The mission.
aries had, this woull suggest, relatively little troulle

getting vid of Thor, Ddin, and their fellow gods, but Tate

was 8 sreaater problem, Ihe northern pagsng had their

22%. Yo Y87 Suggests thal tals th arcge "in the

pariod of misrstion and conguest, when the Jorthmsn Cirst
becare acquainted vaguely with the i1deas of  hristiunity®
and felt the and of thedr o belisfs at hand, %&_j_@gg
Ages (Tew iori: Yew American Library, 19952}, p. %0,

23Eespalefr, 22a 2itey p: 110,
Qb’m', pe 117,
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viston of ‘agnar8k, where the gnds woull Je Jefusted aad
¥illei; the arsats of their degtyuction wers the zlaibs,
the J8tun, who in the beginning of things "ad en bdanished
to the outer circle of the created uaiverse. 25 S e
fragines that the force behind these azents ol destruction
wvas yyrd, dccrecing the ‘satn of gods as well as of i,

The gods might dle, but wyrd ~ss the real gower, and it was
with yypd thzt the Christiza Co? eveatually ceae face to face.
fne fawous letter of Pope Gregory to the Langlish

mission shows whet muthods of conversion were reconsgadeds

The temples of the idols in that aation ought nat o us
sastroved; vut let the idals that are ia thenm bde Jestroyedy
let heoly water be nade an? sprimicded in the said tenples,
let altars o: ¢rected, and rellus placed, ¥For L0 Lhose
temples are well built, it is requisibtc that lney De con.
verted from the woranip o0 dovils Lo the service of tue true
tedy that the nation, seeing that Liolir texplus ars not
destroyed, may renove ervor Irow thelr hearts, avd Kuowlng
and sdoring the true uod, may the more {a iliarly rusort

t> the places to which they asve Useen acousbtomed, And
bacause they have been uged to slaughter many oxen in the
gacrifices ¢> devils, son: solennily wust oo exchongod for
them on this aceount, as that on the day of the dedication,
or tne nativitics of the holy martyrs, whose roliss are
there deposited, they may cuild themselves hutg >f the boughs
of trees,; about these churches which ha®e beeca turasd Lo thet
use from temples, and celebrate the solemnity with rellcious
fepstineg, ond an more offer castes o the revil,y sabt 11l
cattlea to the oraise of Ugd in thelr sating, sad relurn
tnan.s to the <lver of all thinzs for thelr susitonawey U2
the end that, whilst zome gratificailons are oulwardly

nereiibed then, they mey the mora eszsily congsat o Lhe
i{muard consolations of grace o Lods For thore is no

doubt that {t ip impossible to =rTuoze cvery toing abl sace
from their >ddurate nintds; because hx who endeavours to
asct 1t to the pjghest wlacc, rises Jy Jderees or staps, and
not 0y leaps, -

For, ine Jark 4sgs, pe 40.
265@&@, 9Ds..¢lkey PP» 52.53.



The poiiey for christianizing the .ritish, then,
seens Lo have been one of gradual zosversion, utilizing
those parts of the pagan oclicf which were "well duilt”,
Bupportsd by.the peliey of ope (regory, the sarly als.
sionsries would presumably start their efiorts by presenting
the asrects of _hristian thousht whicr would f£i€ best wilth
pagan beliefs. .3 & consequence, "the early eeaverts worw
dominated by the ldeas of Hsaven, .ell, and the Justiece of
Gady the more readily because these conceptions filled in
gups in their systea and uzade 1t easier to unlerstand, The
27

universe became wmore ordered.” The ldicvas of eaven aand
Wl were 0y mo mesns strange $8) the Hdordie nagams, They
ned slways velleved that tihe ordered and habitodle part

of eruvation +as surrounded by vnhaos, and sav the humsn world
as Jlegerd, aiddanazgard, the middle earth, bordersd oa all
sides oy hostlle areas iahupited by foroes threatening Jcs.

28 o wore Miell® 18 1tself of

traction to goais and men.
Teuton ancestr, origina€inz in the name of Yel, the goddess
of the undarworld. 29

Another gquestion Lasic to thlg Jdiscussion lg this:
#m how far hos the poet infused his use of the tem, "loI%

and other epithels for deity vith ‘hristisn meaningt We

onillpotts, Qis Siles Pe 65
2Bcory The_Dark Ages, or. W0-41.
2 sturluson, 28s git., pe 54



81,*

knov that the word ®"god” has Teutonic roots, and existed
before the arrival of christianity. “he word .slod cowes
tfrom 0ld Baxon, and is related to an Old fiorse word
mezning ‘ordaiser of fate'. L rzhten had its original
meaning of ‘'chief of a dryht' extended to iaclude ' hief
of the NDeavenly /ryhi', Other terms for the deity, such

s Mziktigy Alualdas solpgends 20d ¥
translated Lrom Latin termss it 45 significant that they

are used much less frequently in the poex than the former
group of pagan words with partially or completely Jhris.
tianized significance. >°

The probler of how .hristian, in degree and guality,
Beownlf is, is a difficult one to solve. In the first
place, diasmetrically opposed views exist. F. i. Zlack.
burn, whose article, though originally published in 1897,
is 83311 referred to as an authoritative expression of
his viewpoint, states: "It is admitted by all eritics that
the Ue¢owulf is essentially a heathell poes” and concludes
ghat the poowylf once existed as s whole without the
shristian allusions,” i sorothy “hitaloek, on the other
hand, finds that the christian %lﬁmﬁnt—in the poem "is not
confinad to a few..or even to & muaber..of pious ejaculations

in the author's own person or in the mouths of his character:y

33?18&3@ refer to the chart at the end of This chaptorle.

31?. A» Alackburn, "ihe Christiaan Coloring i the
_ﬁmg"' in 1!1@!30135“, QD¢ Qi&c' Pite 1, 21.
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an scceptance of the Christian order of things is implicit
throughout ths poex.” 32 Jupthermore she argues that since
the poer 18 8o thoroughly .nristian L1t must have Deon written
at a late dates 33 this, it seexs to ma, i sasing ona hyro.
thesis on anather and using each to prove the other one.

But her views are ghared By other crities, amoa; thes “athur
My pe aCiBueE:

what the ZSegw.lf.o0at has ion: im the first two eplsodes

of the poen is to tell tue story i salvation twiece in alle.
gorical terms, « » . Iu the third and last episode of the
poem « « o he allagarizes the story of salvation once ugain,
thia tims drezatisiag price of salvation..the very life
of the cavior iiimself,

Evideatly the provlex is complicated by the fast that
theories as to the amount of “Christiai ¢olorinz' in the
poen are related to other facets ol criticism, e have seen

hat Xiss Whitelock considers 1t to Je iatimately involved
with the dating of the poemj Professor Blackuurn connects
1t with the once.vexed question of the poea's ualtyy rather
volamee sees 1t in the context of Hithar msdieval literature,
not necessarily of a heroic nature, and traats it as an
allegory.

The contrisution of anything new to 211 thisg is beyond
the scope of this study. The present cnapter i3 concerned

with the place of the hero in the uwalverse which the poet

33!;2;1;._, ;. 1"’
3“’*!. o ¥cTamee, Se¢ Jey QRa_eit., o 347,
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desoridbes, 2 relationship whicn 1s importaint in any liter.
&ture dealing with coszic guesticns, frow Jom.r's [lyssey
> that of Kazantzakis,

48 1 sea 1t, part of the Jdifficulty experienced uy
critics dealing with thils gquestion 4z that it iz not as
sinple &8 1t looks to distinrzuish the Christisn and pazan
camponents 50 e poex, e poet uses Tor the most part
slosents frow bthe two scte of valiefs which esn be aade ¢om.
patible, and the result is a fusion ratiazr thaa a :li.sh,.
The renoteness asd zusterity of the nogan yyrd is matched
oy the poet's expression of his vision of .iody coristian
justice merges with tue pagaa'eg cxpectation of appropriate
revwards for bls sarthly deeds of prowess. Eoti Torces are
ingerutable. In both sets of Luwilefs the destiny of a zen
is decided at birth and a distinction vetwsen the elect
and the damned is made, ooth powers rule the lives and
agtions of =en, oul in & legal rather thaa ia & personal
WaY. ﬂath, Tor instance, keep a ccrtain check o1 Groadel's
activities, uut the Iaut remains that Crandel is perzitted
for twelve years to rald .rothgsar's court. we ar: told
that Jrendel's carger was pub to an snd Ly 504 and the
man's strongth (laiib‘195?é}, it also that gyrd vould not
allow him to eat any more nan after that nigrt (734b.73%a),.

There is one lmportant instonce where -od and wyrd
are seen as having different and i faot conflieting

functions., when eowul? arrives in Denmark, . rothzar tells



ada acoat the past raviges of sroadels
i3 =In fletwerod
wigh&€ap gewanod; hi- wyrd forsw¥op
on urendles oycc. sd Sade g
bone dolscealdan d48da getuwdfan !
(4760479,

[Hy court retalirers, my war troep is dizinisbedj

¥yrd, the terrorizing >0 irondel, swent them

awaye wvad 6asily nmay restreln the deads of the

wild ravager.]
he implicsation is that Grendel, actiniy as the agent of
vyrd, can be restraine? by iod, Thir pussage has been taken
g indieating that Zod 18 s power superior %o the pagon wyrd
gnd able to control its actions., ut this contradists other
parts of the poem, and it makes thr poet's retontion of yyrd
a furge and wokes nongense o other vassazes which have
slready been considered,

I diseussing this passago, 1 think the imnortant

warids,

oy
*3

thine 3 ceen in 7iad 1z that Hrothoar spoziie tn

{

’
o

ve know from other parts of ths pos that he is the
religionsly.minded character in the whol: »f Zgowulfy it
is natural to his way of thiating $3 tlazs God for not

£

1S

havia; restrained Jreniel, whether in sctual fact the poet
gonceived this as bein; possidle or not. The ons thing e
can be surc of is that the ravares of roadel were vart of
the foreordained destiny of the saes, analossous to other
Jorces of dissolution like human treachery or uwaic asiion
of tinme.

Amother troublssosa passaze whiczh conld be discussed

hwere 18 the famous one descridiny the "revorsion® o7 the
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Janes Lo paran gacriiices lu e attzapt o stop Troiicl's
raliing (179.138,. <f course it is not & reversion at &ll,
becaiss the vanes wore pagua at the Lime, ag pagan as the
deats who check the omens pelor: .cowul. 's voyags to 1.
wark (20%), One reme:uvers lachel oespaloll's stabesnent that
The

reason for the conlusion swrouading the passa«s i3 that

sacrilices can Inllucaee the gods uit not the 1

the poet makes sucy an important lasuc of tug Lanes' ssc.
rifices, and says that they did mot know sod (Lidb)j this
belng tus caszy L6 1s hapdly surprisiag taszt ey orfored
sagrifices i1 heathen temples., I the poet bad deseribed
the sacriiices as he describes other pagan rites such as
the three great funersl cerexoniss no one womld have Leen
bothered and the critics who usel to »iw thc poem for
jaforaation sbat vermanic nigstory and ways of life would
have oeen delighteds In view of all this [ =z inclined to
agres with .lackoura's statemeat that tae pasaags is prob.
avly an interpeolation, 33 SRSh aR gccurrsnce ghould be
no cause for wouder in a poem whics evsn in its written
form sust have Zone through sany copyists' hands, 371 necd
aot be taken as cesiing espersioas on the Luglce unity of
he Works

coafusien and blurrinz of this cort can tav: Little

t> do with any déidsciic or doctrinal purpose, which confirms

35{91&%&@1’!\, wo, e 16.



zy wdea that Lo poel, wihile De wab wrotlog .odeugs wiaho
sver he mey have thought oL oticr times,, w.s ohlerly Jono
cerned with writing a pocn, and that the uddverse he preseats
has some speciiic purpose in the poptic sirusturc. ihs
npetic structure wndch ha was csreatin: was a {pagle one,
and & universe of 2 specific type vat therelore cnvislioncd,
a poetivc and oot o theological one,

+Q describe tiis type ol poetic wniversc 1 Lave colnel
the term "open.btep®™. 1hia is mat iaten led Lo Loply that
here are o neaven and no deity at the top ol the unlverss,
roanse there 1o aaple evidcnee 1n the poss of thelr exis.
tense, rathee Lt articulates oy ispreseion that the evionts
of the ;oern teke plecs ig a universe boumd by laws: nabtursl,
inegoratible, wnd ineluctable. Lhe poet usec the ters wyrd
awd sawes like pyhien or Matgd for these laws. rofrsror
Sy, with refereace to this law ruiing the umivers:, writes:
“igs names ave varishls but the form in which it monilests
itself is feirly constant. Whether the context is Ureel,
nristien, or uadefined, trarsiy seems to lrad up te an
spiphany o law, ol that which 48 and zast be,” 36 wWhen
one remenbars that wypd 18 ‘'‘vhst must o, what vwill uef,
the relevance of thile statement Lo the present discusclion
begomes cvlieat,

“nis open.to: unlverse io Uat ia other tragic poetic

18
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structares, for instance in “he Iliad and

“cgnite the activities of the Olympiaas, O/ the real forcc
mling nower's universe lg the [ztum, 21 the impossisilit;
of circurventing its decrceg contributes to the bulk of
the pnemtg traoedy, oy contrast, The fdong of olgné is
camedic 3¢ and ites universe iz ruled by & hHencvolent and
interested <od takine part in the aflairs and actionsg »f
ten.  lolund's lust words are a prayer to 0ot to save his
soul, and S0, with the lord's concern for a faithful vassal,
sends emissaries to carth Tor that purpsse:

Hig Tioland's? right.hand zlove he's tendered

w.. o J;riaﬁ?

nd from his hand S:briel) acceents the sisn,

whirad gabuay Do Doaa Upon his wrg donlicsg

with {91 ‘zd bands he makes an end 21 dies,

wira cenl bo Ll Jde el Jherublne,

frd ooreat Lt ichael o erdl.oy-the.lidcs

wboealrield Uow o wel with bhon ot bis 2&@&;39
“he wounty's soul they bear to caradise,

b

Thers 15 1o ennhasis on Pate in

the actions of men are secn as beinr free, and os belinz
closely related to the rewards or punishments assigned by

the “hristian Jod who watches the tattle., ol=nd's %od

7@@@4&1 «e8palsl lnternretey Ll 88 providing a
kind of social comedy: "The absolute futility of beinrs who
Gl @X@pLed Wy a0PLlile L0040 wié U G0e Lot aeulcvisy ia the
Immortals, a kind »f showy, decorative stateliness,™ n,
GAleg e 73 ul PHPUsing recestd Goo wEpliotion: of toese
ande by elehtoeqth.econtury “ranch painters, ‘

38This terr was coined, so far as I know, by 'i:hsgel
Longhem Lo iualcatli a btheme &l slruclure cataer thaa a uwood
of comedyy I take 1t that [he lvine womedv is & pratotyne
oo this structural patterny awd Loe source for Loe Lorr .,

R
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does not meddie, as do .he Jliympiznsg nor is ne as inscrut.
asle and immovable as Falugs .e £8 . Nersdual protector
for the warriors oa the rigot siuc aad a sters judge ior
those on the wroag side. ihie battle is Deing fouzht on

the basis of gonflicting ideolo;ies, .iristian against
osler, aund yod is partisan, rrotiag for his owa side.

sut some of the tragic impact is lost in this type
of poetic universe, althougn heroic action is still pos-
sible; the more nodly a varrior fights, the better an
afterlife ne can expect, Aad in faot he can ogunt oa tuis,
in a universe so constructed, while a warrior in a tracic
poen, no matter how hard he works to achleve fame after
death, is not sure of eternal o5l4ss and may oc remembered
only in the songs of the scops.

A8 L See it, a tragic poen requires at its head an
inserutable and impersonal deity, whether it is seen merely
a8 an impersonal force like a law or whether it 13 p:rson.
ificd and deified as wode Une of its essential qualities
18 that it cannot be propitiated or cajoled cither oy
sacrifices or by valorous deeds: a nci's destiny is de.ided
at nis dDirth and when his time comes to die unothing can
save him. .:¢ hero funetioning in this opea.top univurse

13 left witi a great deal of responsibility. .Jontrastiag

the Olyupians with the heroes o1 J jad, *achel es.
paloff writes: ‘'Lverytiing that happens has Deen ciuszd

by them {the ods?, but they take no res onsibility,
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vieress the epic heroes take totel respoasiuility evin
for t at w:igh they nav:s not caused.” *
Ihe comparison o). jgowulf aid other tragic ilitera.
ture, including the greater ..clondic sages, wiit hagioe
grapioicel litersture including, Dy way or comparison fro:
the inglo-.axon period, sede's yocolegiastical uistory,
shows what kivd of deity is required for .. tragic poes:
en impartial and inscrutable ruler rather than a veaevolcat
Tatuer whose aetivities aud opinioas are nmade manifest to
men ia miracles aad other signs o interest and. coucelas
The nature of the deity in eowulfy theny, is sormed Ly the
roequirecents of tho poem itselfy, rather than the baliefs
of the poet und ris cudience. .he traassition fros pazan
to vhrigtian belicfs, whether or not the poet wvas seriously
concerned about it, is of secondary importante, beloaging
to toe soelal context of the poem rather thai to tne work
itselsl.
The relatiounship >7 .omer's Olympians with the fatun

reguires further coasideration, Onc has the feslling, at

the most gruelal woments ia fhe Illiasd, that the her.es
gireumvent the actions and Judgsents ol tne Qlympians sand

e teCtHr's words to

Baxe direvt coatact with the _s
Andromache, quoted above (p. 78/, illustrate this. The
"middle heaven" (to add for a momenit a fourth level to

S
l‘oﬁeﬂp*ﬂ-‘ﬁffo 2Bamikes PPe 73-7h4,
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the universe) of slympus mignt as well not exist, a.. its
inhavitants do not cloeud and obscure man's relationship with
the [gtum, oo 20t protect wan fron the coascguesnces of is
actions, s happens to "aris when Venus oarries him out of
the single combat with . cnelsus, bl nor ianterfere in the
battle for thelir selfish ends. Ui course the zods, by con-
cerning themselves wit: the affairs of :men, hindesring or
assisting themy, are acting as tne agents of the __ %Ly,
bringiang about the predeterziced destinles of meu and cclting
ne ~ore freely than nen theaselves do, out still, becsuse
of their presence, one has sonctines the feeling of wat. hing
a puppet show, with the strings directing the gods oaly
slightly lcss visible thaa those directia; min.

in ggowyldf this "niddle noaven" is empty; there is
nothing to serve as inturmediary between wyrd and —an.
“artly as 8 result of tnls, i think, we have more ol a
foeliny that man §5 free to do what he likes, .ls uctioans,
though directed tovards a predeterained endy are not con.
trolled in specific detail by divine lutericrence, _yrd's
hand (or 0d’s) is seen chiefly in the final events of a
man's life, in the granting of victory or defeat, life or
deaths .ere¢ agaln the sgowulf poet blurs the Christiah

Jod and the pagan wyrds the latter is called _ctog

L8308
Zelwms '.uler of every can' (2527a) and of the forser, in

i“lnhq i ady III, l“.‘i@*%°
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a more frequently quoted phrase, it is sald that:
ﬂ*h*ig ol tonna aynnes
7,10 wrloferd, _ ‘
< e, (701-702a)
{wighty od rules mankiod forevar. )
A WO Lave secu, tho dote of man's Jlcath is pree.
determined in the universe as the _cowull poet sees 1it.

Thus .cyld ceeflin: departs:

. to 513 hwphwrlu RN
felahe3r [Tra. o0 Tr8la wlre o
(260.27)

[at his destined time, most valorous, to travel
dnte Bis Loil's wiupiaz,

Sl suter It 18 salo mot oL wves Uie virest o0 oen know

Wi iveodvew tie Duaerwl shil; coatedniaz Lis Lody (9Dho52),.

~ N

N - w4\» . N »‘ ,‘, * A - R . L] -
medWwudd il b.»...a., Jai Gean Paewds A0 TUTNIGT S, {- aware
Lo en e I R - e b N i Ay “ e %, 4 “
Laal ais da b WLl tie wJ w501 Vi.&.l we nhis auast:s

D LA wag gesuor sef,
viEf re ond walids, Wwyrd ungemete ndsh,
8& pone gowelan  zZritas Buuolde
s8vean si le hord, sundur ge
10 wid 1icoy 3 bon langc wos
feorh wpelinges  fli@ésce bewunden,
(2410b.007 1Y)

Tule s0irit ves 8ud, rsstloss and ready to
dep&rtt the fats larzasuraaly near which would
Jreel the aged aay sven UG Iriasure O Diw
soul, gart asunder life from bodys not for
loag wes the nosleian's spirit o e bound

in Tlesi.]

He says of his ow:s ancestors:

salle wjrd forsweop
.ﬂI;l{: ‘hi -gd-w 53 RR:RRGY ASV\- e ve
eorlas on elnes ie hiw atter sceal, _
\«Ul‘ha..Q 416)
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[*ato swept all my kinsmen, ad.lez 1a their

isvai to their destined endj i must go ziter
The poet says of ueowulf that :lc Boul seocks g§difzetra din
*the doom of richtesug sen' (2820b); tiis has frequently
been taken as rcferring to the christian Day of Judgment,
bat as I noted avove (p. 79) z si-ilar conception 57 the
aftorlife anncars in
passaze, wo have Figlaf's opinlon of vhat will await his

e}

« Dalancing the Loove

deceased chief in the afterlife;
by

4T lonre sceal
on Oms wualdeiles  wire gebolian,
(3108v.2139)
[He shall remain long in the lord's keepin:.])
ut 1. the poet wantel the reader »r listoner to make
asgoclations with the ‘ay of Judzreat he would have made
1t more c¢lear: as Profescor Gang says i andther connec.
tion, ho is8 not above dropping a “int. 42 511 thc evidence
points in one lirsction: Ior voeti. or other purpases;’the
post is more or loss delfverately blurrii) the Jdisti-.tions
between the _hristian o) and the pugan wirl. Paviag deciced
to ignore the pantheon of “ordlc deities, he has »uly wyrd
left, a:d one thing hc has learned uy reflecting o~ the
slgnificance of "the pregnant Zonent of polsc®™ is that the
I1fference betwesen theoe two great powsre 18 anot Iasupcrables

11%c Pope Gregory, he is evare that a zradual transition

N

l'QT. Mo 3608y 20e.CdLey 0e 7 quoted Loove pe 57/,
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18 not only nossiole ot puruang even desliraslio.

Mt the situation i8 nol Lnis siladicy Vevadsd e
power whiich pules the universe in _wowul. 18 complex 1
nature cnd function. it 48 ia pard ths 01ld iestweat ity
rlinz and judsing men, and in that capacity 1# elosaly
related %o pagen yyrd. sut there are otier passages, salaly
ahort ones, where a more porssnal deity is referred to,
Beowul” and his men khank God for a safe journeyj -s noted
earlier, it is d1fficult to say wnich ~od this ig, tus pagan
ong wnose will the ueatlish elders tried to discern ¥ by
watehl g the omens, or the Christion one, rotanar cad
Wecrltheow renestedly thank ‘od {o>r having seat .eowul!l to
thelr szasistance; the ca&st'guard, upon leaving the Geats
near .leorot, comrends then to od's care, and 80 Onl.

Trom this it would seexw that the woreings ol the
christlicn Cod are sean as neing zlseo ol a bengvolent kind,
concerned to some extent with =men's actions and seafely..-
at leasi, thcy ere seen in this way by the gharasters in
the poeme out it is important to note thet tohis function
of (o¢ is consined almost exclusively to Part One of the
poer, The chart &t the end of this chapter has been
divided into cobuins for Parts dne and e in order to
show that the Deity, other than wyrd, is referred to nuch
more aften in Part 1e than in Part ‘vo.

ror the presont study, £t is e hers's relation.

ship to this universe that ig irportunt, and 8 o2l ‘cal
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has veen sail about it alreadys. seowulf is not of Jivine
parentage, a8 .hilles 15, or even of divine descent like
wany otner Ioweric herces., However, divin: inlluence is
evident in uis superhuman strengthe. In Christian termo,
this seems 1o be .o indication thut he is blessed with gra.cs
tii. gift, like that of the strengt: of thirt; men, {c meant
to be used for the benefit of other nen as well as of its
possessory and seowull, like ZJamson, interprets it in this
way. 0 does aroth;ar, who descrides deowull's renowned
atreangth and thea concludes;
.ine hiElig %>d
for &rstalum 48 o8z 1ie

t8 Lcst.lenum, bees 1o w‘n heebbe ,
wid Grendles gryre. ]
(381b.37ha)

fdoly Sod has ee¢nt hiz to us, to the West

wnies, for assistace against .rendel's

ravoies, as 1 hopes)
we Wnow toat this is so: oeowull, haviny heard auout
rendelts raids, dicided to go to Hrotnzar's assistance
xeause the Lanish monarch wag short of :ea. HoPoover,
he was young and high-spirifted, an’ the search for adven.
ture can have had no little part in prompting hiz to 10.
And orodeur podnts out another possible reoagso:n, whico is
acvar reierred to in the poem: he <ould be considered to
de repaying urotasar's kindness to southcow, beowulf's

futher, 1+t see . s o have veen his destiny to fizht azaiast

.

!’331'3(13&1" 20 ‘\3; §.’ De 113.



non.huzan opnoncnits, whic. 2sant that wis dattles, seen
nopeticclly, reuce the-salveg * o oonfliets »of the hanan
against the noan.human, the ordered agalnst the shaotic,

As kine of the ‘sutg, Se-wulfl is 1t Hnly supera.
hus.a in physical strength but by virtue of hia -.sition
18 an intermediary betwsen his people and the nowers ruling
the univ:rse, %in a world in whloh the xla doms o man
depeéend upon the reala of ithe divime, the earthly uing moves

w b dad the

in the vital strand that binds {7en tuiother.
poem baen writt.a around 530 &. [., just after the cvoats
At dcals witn haed tuuen place, therée - 1lght have ves rem.
naats >f orlestly funetions left iu 4ts desiction »f kinge
and ehieftalias. LUt tnls was cn zspect 0 pagaanism that
the poet sould not condone, cven if there was asanything of
the gopt in his source salterisl. Anthropologists woul !l
have bee: pleased to find in _gowylf evideac: of pagan
Gapornio religlous ar&uticd;i rituals and veremonies in
whieh the king fulfills his {unction as priest, but there
£8 nothings lixe this {u the peem, hen roawisel sttacus
the “anes, we are told, the eonle oilor facrilices to
trcir nazun deltiss, Lut there are wo Jdetails gived, Just
an outright condsanabion ol Lols proced.re. wooswill, when
ne 1s told of tir dragon's rally dessivs without any hesla

tatica to meel the muaster 1a Lattle, walor sounds vore 1lie

we e AEMBYy Murdaucl aad Vae i.8Ugds A sEgal
Ji.w of vonsters®, fiwa LLIVIL (10020, De Liite
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Arthurian le-cnd than lThe 0lden Bourh. Tie poet's win.
nowing -ani 1s in ¢videnee; he Lanncd sverytnins that vas
axclasively heaiinc.. or cChristiun, herciore thers 48 no
reference to "the saints, to the Cross or to the chusos,

45

anr Lo any Jhrlistian rites or cereronic8s” the avsange
ot wiie' has caused critics so ruch oncern. O0f all the
poscible non.hristisz: rites and csreionles which the poet
could iave doscribed, Lig Shree Junsrals are (e aaiun ones
which he actually does use, and tholr fuaction in the poen
Justifies their use. These are full of poeti: jower, and,
thouth specifically pagan cerenoius, ave al eleent of
sacrifice about ther whish rakes tnvs almost non.denomina.
tionally ~-1lizious,

Ia stulyiag the 1lacc of the boro in the anlverse,
it is imnortant to 1lstinzuish ooltwesa. wh.t e nimself says

and what H»iner characters aal thc poet suye mu sotlvation

1]

for cowull's tolo tQ ‘&u:£§yif§}thar attcation Jrow Bhds
point of view. virst of all, the post sayé that usowulf
hal heard »7 Orendel's ravages and weat to wrothizur's
assistance uecaJée Lye latber wus short of zea (19%.221);
secondly, -wowulf tells tue coast ward.a tnat he Lus come
to> hels .rothoar hurh holdne Gige ‘'witi honouradle i.teat?
(2°7a § tairlily, his woris %o Srothiir seem to inlicute

that the wise men of the lGeats urged i to go, aii toat

W5, . . .
Sn. Je <hadwick, "ong erole gy A ixcerpf",

in Tizholsony Qe gitey Pe he
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he ba® iouc 80 [or hy wlac's lory as well as his own (410
“a e b is crothger Lo iuterprets ls voyage ag oeln;
B LasiowsLELIs 00 Lol fruge of w06 taking plty »1 the

k51

cadcs and seasliog Lhoen ssoistasc. & oLlant Trenddl,

Y ourrdvel in Tenardy -cowull thanke ol for o
valc Jeuruyi there 1. 4o re.csn i .y this 2400 ld not e the
deity whose will ¢3nécr1iaj that oLuie voyage the scztish
elivre triod to disoira uy 2haceing L omens, hluc, in |
his coaversatlon with wrotiger, e soye inl _Dgibes «113

decide tie ouatlley whle . of Lue 0o oppoweialy will oe taken

&

by death (Do 1., 24 naowlay waat L;e‘ruii&g COWAT'S

»i e wualverse have @&c?%e& O3 eitor mloscll or rendel,
t1is 18 4 reasonable sta...oint Lo tuke. ia CAPrEssLL &
cimilior sestlront lotory gutt bef o ée lies dqwﬁ Lo wait

for readel, and ui.o L8 cuoe cpithet Jor btle delty. The
B w CFLE

grlution Lg hrasen a0 lie r.per Lerlsi 7
e i AT
S€ovwnile wonrl N

glonrdd gylfepe; scolde Greadel Ponan o~ 2y

feorhisdoe £1030  wader {enhlcodu,

sdo-an wymilcas wicy wiste 3 ReOruor,

=t his aldres wies R S SN R T

0 ers d@egrile v s

- 5
Do

e b T

TRALY

-t

Q.

Fio cweswuls wai clve o glory da Whe satlles
arel ‘&L, mortally wouadel, “.ad o i'lec theace
Lo seen 18 Juyless Jwellin) in Gif Wub o
008 ne knew wli too well tinat -is liTe,
the wiiol 20 RIS Curi, had L one ha all €7 L,

. :
the .8t »r .o.bigar's gpeed: 20 Lol Uo _wiwal?
is thet 1t was thae oo of od whion @ avicd the havdo oo

L 3

acesnnlich that deeds 4% 1s @ gy of iﬁanaS'ivilg, the
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tone of which reuinis one 3 eie's writings. Beoswull's
axploit 1s greeted ag a kind of =dracla:
- 3 mmg Jod wyrcan
wunder gfter wundre, wulires yrde,
(931b.532)

[ ver way sod, the ifng o Llory, work wonler
al'ter wo&jer.i

In seowull's deseription of the battle, thers are

4y ong to the effect thot seowuldl could

two roferences to . it

not restrain the wounued ureqd-l iros rleeing'uecause detad
diﬂ not neruit it, and the other to Grendel's Jdoom, the
Judgnent of tie glorious wuler vio will sentence him. Hoth
relerences lindicate a universe ruled oy leaw and fate.

srothger and veowulf both see the univirse in a way
that suit their respective characters. Irothgar, old and
surdened with twelve years o suffering at urendel's hands,
ag well as thoughts of his own not.too.digtand. death, looks
cor & venevolent deity who will recognize these sufferings
and provide g means of help against the monster. ueowulf,
the youns uad energetic aero, praefers to take sowme oSf the
oredit for his triumph. .he ons blot >n his victory is that
he has only «n arm to show, not urendel's whole vodyj this
he {8 quite willing to attribute to the wishes ol t .¢ ruling
power,

I do not vant to take this any furthery it is an
obviocus enouzh point in most literature, but tends to con.
plicate the already complex nicture ia _eowulle whut is

important to note is that from azostaer un~la this supports
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2y earlicr statosgt Laal the poal created a walverse to
g8ult €2 purpose of the prim. iuc Jomineab uliveroe 8

the Hne wilcao s2oWull Bees) .. 13 & aerPy OO ¢oif wuw tragic
qualities, and tho rullng cowers 37 tne waiverse are soupeld
aroun . taut Jact.

Yhe effori to discern the naturs o6 Cuv wiivers: as
the hsro 8268 1t is a: importsnt part oo reading truile
literature. 45 aiready .cationed, the hero exists as aan
intermediary vetween men and the divine,
The tr:giz hero is very great as comparsd with us, out there
is soxething els:, sonething on the side 50 hLim opposite
Che audisnce, compared to which he is svall, ‘his something
else wmay w called uod, gods, fatc, a:cideat, fortuna,
neuve8sity, slrousstuace, or any comvination of these, b
wiatever 1t 18 the tra:lc hero is our meilator with Lt. ™
It is throash bis position as medlatdr that h: sivos the
impression of peing related to zen and involved in nuacn
soclety and at the same tiies a stranger, a: outsider, witn
soxe of the ¢.alities of a divine figure. This sensc of
isolation i3 orten enhanced by a sense of mystery and
rescrve adbout hias "the mystery of their communiocn with
that sozething beyond which we can sec omly tnrough thems,
and which is tie source of their strenith and their fatc
alike," 7

The graph at the end of tne chapter indicates the

differsences which exist between rart One and rart “wo of

CUr ey e wibey Pe 237
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the poer as far as 3ivine control gs. 1 bave alruudy re.
farra< to nessages in Part One that indicats the care >
men which Gol sometimes shows. The sendin:g of .eowulf to
venmark, and tae saving of eowulf in the fight with .run.
del's mother are the two c¢hiel iastances. Leow:lf nimself,
when he returns to Heorot and reports his success to urothgar,
attributes his second viotory to divine assistance, 1t was
a hard battle; tne 0ids were <reater here than they had oeen
in the fight with Grendel, mainly Jecsiuse the ferale monster
had to be met on her own grounds
p etrihte wes
gﬂ‘lgetwﬁfed, nynde mec God °°?§§§%a.1653)

{vy fightins was almost brought to an end,
except that :od shielded B |

sat the ruler of =men -ruzted that the anclent sword e
hanging therc ln the cave, and with that deowulfl slew .rin.
del's wother. Any attempt to prove t:at this is not s mode
of divians zrace and protection woul. ve futile, deowull's
stiength already shows him to ove favoured of the gods, and
ia -art Une there are these two other instances whica in.
dicate that, t, a slight degree, tnere 18 a benevorleuce
about Uod which persuades hinm to pe:fﬁrm 4 few miracles.
Jhis does oot cuntrodict my previous statuments couceralag
the inscrutability and the rumotsness of .o which relates
him to yyrd. Ia the sscoad part of the poep, whery the
accumulated tragic energy finally finis ex ression, there

is 10 place for niracles.
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Professor ochlicking discusses ideas concerning
man's relation to his universe¢, mainly as they are presea.
te: 10 Part iwo of the poem, ia connection with eowulf's
deaths
peowul{'s thought that the si nv of the earthly goods which
ng aequirel ma.es ieath casier for :in 18 . » « decidedly
une.arigtian, (hers is little harmony vetwsen the Chrisas
tian penitential axiom that we are all sinners, and the
heautiful pride of duty.performe. that szerges frou his
g&ﬁgé?ghxorﬂs with wiiieh he goes coniidently defo>re his
Ihis recalls the discussion of magnanimity in the previous
¢hapter, 1t is important to esphasize nere thet magnani.
wity was a nerolic virtue, ia fact the supreme her ic virtue,
which was defined by iasso as %an excess or perfection of
the =004, something waich has nothing to do with noleration,
a8 the moral virtues have, somnething civine and distinguish.
able from Christian charity and the love o° Jod enly bec:zuse
its ovject 18 true earthly honour rather than heavealy
glory." 7 tasso ¢-nsidered, then, that despite the fact
that heroic virtue is not concerned with _hristien charity,
it has somethilng divine sooul 1% in the context of Seowulf
we can gee that this comes Irom the ¢lose relation between
the hero and his uaiverse., .he divine slencnt, that whioch
sete Seowulf above s peopsle and caes him a kind of

redeemer figure, is there i: the contast betwoen seowulf

and his (old.

%Lchﬂc;;ia:;, 0 2itey Do 37

“7Quatcd 0y auughes inikilton, D Shiey De W77



105

Other importent elements in the gquotation froax
‘28880 are the distinetion betwee.: the axcess of perloction
rathsr than moderation, and the referende to the hero's
strivin- for earthly honour rather tha- heavenly glory.
Borols: 4n no2try 1n“bnsed on excess: oowilf's extrzordinary
strength an? his superhun.n deeds have nothins -7 moderation
about tneore  This quality is foundrin all literature that
makes little or no atteirpt at realis:, Also wowulf, like
othor pagan warriors, is concerted t- win earthly honour,
irmortality fn the menories of wen and the songs ol the
scops. [ tells urothgar, when the latter :ourus over the
death of Aschere at the hands of .reandel's mother:
Tre Sghwylc sccal ende geoldan
WO?DIAG lifes; ¢ 8¢ po adte
Gines S déape ggt bid drihtguman
unlifgendun wfter sdlest,
(1386.1359)
[Eash of us ghall awalt the end of life 1.
this world, let him w2 ca: wors pefore sath
for his fare; that is best for the warrior
agterwards.]
or the sasne resason he is proud of havinr won the 7914 for
nis people, and of having had - long, peaceful, =1d pros.
persus reln. e goes to 'the Joom or risutzous senty ot
virtuous or holy men, and 1n the context of the poem nothi::
gould ve more appropriatc,.
Begwulf's summary of his own reign is nrinary
evidence in Julpin- what his view of the universe 1is,
Ic 88s 1&3de h&old

fIftiz wiatray azs 88 folo.yain,
ymbesitteadra Zaiy O8ra,
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DE mec g@@winum  srftan isrste,

ggiaan beons ic on ecide bEd
gesceafta, h&old min tola,

ne sdhte searviiivas, né .8 swlr fela

86a on anriht, ¢ das ealles memg

feorboeanun séoe, gef8an habban;

fordam m8 witun ne gearf valznd ffra

mordorvealo méga, ponne wmin sceaced

11¢ of 11ce.
(2?32b.2743a)

{1 nave ruled tnis people Fifty winters; there
has beca no king among the neighbouriaz nations
who has dare. approach me with weapons, &0
threaten ~¢ with terror. I have awaited -y
apgointed destiny in wy own homel:un:, have
held any own well; I hove not sought strife, sur
swora oaths uarighteously. :.or all this, though
sicek with wortsl wouands, 1 can refrice; }3r the
Bwler of .eu will uave 22 cauwse to raeproach me
with murdep.o” kin when 2y 1life departs from

Ry DOdye]

dhe tone and contents of this pass.ge indicate that .cowulf
sees hisseclf as . faithful vassal reportiug to his lord the
successful carrying out of sn sgsigned lasie woolificking
quotes ueusler's sumsing up of tuo reletion of %ie IZursaaic
warrior to the powers rulii: his 1ife: "o tersified avare.
negs of saity, 2> humble sudmissivencss, sut tones of coan-
radely trust as between men and lords. . . + True pride,
esteen for o't own achievenent, dignity 4» not disapieur

49 dltoits 4ofiaition of

in tae rcliglous relations.
nagnanimity comes to minds " arnanimity is shown, when in
the seeking or avolling, the acccptance or refusal of riches,

advaituzes, or honours, we are sctuated by a rorard for

:aaradeur, ODs 3ites Do 74 (translation juoted
vards Hide

WO, . ... .
9bcqﬂckiﬂg, Qe chtey 2o 370
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our owa digaity, rightly uni.rstood.” -7

Boowuli acospted
rizhes, adv.nta ss, and honours oegause he snew tuat he
deserved them, In ths ocase o the ueatish throne his
ace ptance was reluctant, but he wus ¢oncerned avout the
safety of his people aﬂq there a8 117 one else to rule Liw,
L8 Was proud of winning the dra-on's gold because it was
the just reward for a noble do.:! aad, in fact, inadegaiate
payment Lor (e loss ol nis owa life, ..oreaver, he thought
nia people would ve able t> use it well,
~0 he reports his mission accomplishedy ne loous
dack [or a momeant to his ancestors zad sinsmen, mourning
the fact that, with the exception of ~iglafy, he is the luast
of thems
ealle wyrd {oraweop
mIne ~icus  t3 metoldsceaite,
eorlas on elneg ic him efter s.eal,
(2214%5.2 14)
[Pate sveopt all my .insmen, nooles in tholr

glory, to their destined endj i must go after
tﬁﬁmo’

these are his l:szt wordsy therc iz no arayer for the sal.
vation o his s.ul, only a trust that _ryhten will recor.
alze his carthly achicveonts.

sucaube the sease 27 law 18 so strong in un opeiia
too universe, the hero 20 tra.dic literature ls oftea s-own

a8 facing the coascguences o7 a1 ialtial a tion, whi.: is
’

usually s breach of unlversal »r aturul lawe In _eguul:

onpiidion

soﬁilton, Qpe ¢itey pPo 1019 (uxe II, _hap. 1Y),
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there 1s 00 sach orcash of law, uat the hsro 1 susject fo
the woridng out of a Jlila of events, causally relaled,
whilch are the conisejaences »1 his positina 3. locadorsaip
and his noble, coursgeous spirit. sivaen this initial fact
anl tiis starting nasition, the cveats o his life wori
themselves out sccording to th: laws governin: that kind

I exigtence in that uilverse, 7art of the recter welght
of traredy in the last third of the voea <ores Trom the
fact that the poet shws the tragl. Jovelonment "of nar.
rowing a comparatively {ree 117 into a »ro>cass of cau-
sation." A Once he ls xing of tha -eats, he i: bdound to
protect thexny that 1s the initial fact and those are Lhe
rules of tie game withlia whicen the hero is compellad to
work out his own doom or salvation. e has no cholce but
¢ty meet the dragoni his freedo »f action is narrowed until
there is no alternative but cowardice, and by a figure of

herole staturc that possivility is necver even considered,

A Sema AT T VA AR A DAL s

sl?!’y@’ Die SL!E" Pe 212,
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The iollowinz 1ist of erithets is divided iato two
g:ctlons. The first contains exithats viilch are geutr:d
ia separuting pagan froz Dwristian clereats i the poe-
wrd ar: used with reference to eurthly rulerc and wusrrlors
28 often a8 divine rulers. The second contains terss wiidca
are translstions or closc equivalents of Latin terws for the
hristian God and may not have been usel wit: refercace to
g2 deity until after the Jonversion o ..ozlasd. Therc are
orarate columns for sceurrences in Part ae an! Part Two

£ the poegn.

A 20
Jryhten 12
atod 11
Amdend
Frea
Aelx
Wealdend

NESE o N IO S N

o = B

Dexzend
wuirde

Feeder
Seippend
Alaihtig
Alwealda
wuldoreyning
ooveyning

G O L P b W b e
P I < I P AR S R IR v
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MERCISM AN fav dultB1o MO, 7T

*£11 the strundas of significzice tiut nave been
wivan into a herolc poa meet at oua point: the confron.
tation of the hero with hizs lagst oppenent. In some poens
this point is blurred or difficult to locate: >f iloland's
whole life,

presents only the battle
of wongevaux and the events immediately preceding it, so
thaet the heroi: mome:t looms disproportionally largé.

Tifrid, in jme ioglua

nllisdy aever really comea face
to fice with his last opponeat, secadse he is staobad in
the sack without beinz ziver a chance to deic:d ~izself.
it in these btwo poems, sal in Jsthers 1lilic thes, there 1is
a poiat which corresponds, in the structurs of the psam‘and
in the emotional reactions of the reader, to the point of
goni'rontation.

Jne of the most fmportunt qualities of the moment
we are coasidering is that it narxs thahﬁaro's realization
this this opponent will be hiis last, tiat this battly will

e to the .cathi. angd in

the turnin, point is the one where the

aero realiges that e is doome-l, thalt the nu Ler of his

110
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earthly days hags veen comnloted, Eifrid stoops to drink
fron the s rii%, au.: feelsy Larei's spear in his hewrt, ie
leszis up and fells ..a%vsn wita his shiz=14, bt 15 unctle to
»ill him Yacause he Jocs not have his weapons at hand, and
hig wound proveats him frou doing his enesy any furtior
QLT

ig colour druined aw.y, anc he csould no loagor stund. ois
201y wus robved of all its strcnivth, for the pallid hand of
deats wus on his fuce. .ufore loag re would be mourned by
fair ladies cverywhere,

And the nusvunl of sriemhilde fell amony the flowers,

The blood flowe! frecly from hls wound, and he began to curse,
&8s he rmust, those who had trcacnerously plotied his icatiii.
s o @

‘he flowers all round were drescned with slosis e struzgled
‘or his life, but not “or long, for the weapons of death
are zlwuys Log dseens Tre brave and carcfree knisht Lould
say no more, ‘
in The tong of Toland, I see tho turming point ag being the
moment when Roland blows hig hora, recozniigin: sure Jefeat,
and then keeps fightins to Lhe death,

In The 1lisd, the euotlonal impuct of the Sonlrone
tation ig incressed because it is split. hector reualas
oatside the Scaean Gates after all the other Irolagns are
iozide, protected from the %reeks' advance. Prism, .ecunz,
13 Androseche beg him t> eome in, but he has to face

«nllles and pays no attention to them, :¢ nas Lcen rash
pefore in not retreating betimes to the city, and 1is 2lly
caused the lcaty of =aay Trojan warrlors. 72w he faces thg

reproacl Of one of his ne if he retur:s to the city, and

Line iiveluisenlied, pp. 93-94 (stanzes 9.7.9€2,

o
D
[405]
s
L ]



repraacn is L1 alsgrace u. Lo LePs. <@ reslactes
- .0 sy ‘tuere welter fur

Or [rom '¢ illes, slala ia opu. figut,

saea € return ia triumph, or mysell

(0 perish nouly ia vy country's cnuss,.
e ponders the possibility of maling pemce with the “rocus
by returning Hele: uad other biaty, but decides cventually
to stund and meet Achilles,

Bat the arrival of the urees ziauplon, and his first
spear~ throw, send uector into & momentary panic, and tie
flees fro: Aghilles, ".omer wanted hi- to be a whole man
and spared him neither the quaklng of terrar nor the shave
of cowardico,® 3 Pallas, in the guise o veiphobus, cones
5 offer .ector deceptive help,‘and, Lristing har, he turns
ty facn Achillesy tho =3ddess, however, goes to the assis.
tance of ’chilles, Then iector reallzes this, knowiag that
the gods have Aicefve! hiiny he sces toat he has come to his
lzst battle:

Tow 18 my death Lt haid, nor far away:

~scape is aoney silace so hath Jove decraeed,
iaft Jove's far.dartins so, who heretofore
havoe vaen uy guardsz‘@y fate hath round me now,
Yet not wlihout a strussle let »e lie,

lor &ll ingloriousy sut 1ot some great act L
wnich future days may hear o, ~murk ny fali.

In jagheth the -ssent 1s delineatsl with striking

clarity. On the bagis of the witcrnos' sedond set of

Y11, 13)-133.

3.563138.101'!', Vs sbGey e 1*2.

“Me [liad, ViII, 37-370.
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prophecies he believes nimself iaviazinle until .irnhas
~0od come £0 .unsinane and uatil he meets z aa wot vorn
of womane 171 the last a:t we see him first of 8ll halr
shattered by tne couing to pasg of the firat conditiosa.
When ifacdaff{ reveals tnat he “was frou his nother’s womb
Untimely »ippti” 5 ¥5.peth rezlizes that he has couc face
to fuce with the man who will kill nime ‘The comoination
0l desulir at 8 glimpse of imminent death and a bravery
all the more wonuvent:l for tic ad:ixture of despalr char.
acterizes many tragic heroes when they fin: themselves ia
a similar sitmation,

iunnar,in Fial's vags, hears his fathful watchdog
give "a loud howl, the like of which none had ever heard
sefore" 6 and realizes instantly that tae dog must have oveen
killed by lursiig enemics. "1t may well be {ated that my
torn is ¢uving soon”,? he rul'luets; he hizselfl dies that
sane nlght after . valiant defensc.

fhe gepwnlf poet is very aucn aware oi the importance
of this print in Lis poem, sl be handles it well. .hen
weowulfl is Jirst told of tag dragoc's rovayes, e thinks

that socehow e nust have angered thic eternel uler, lome

e wR@.espesra, " oagueth™y Ia agolul. g8, Gde
Be i% eraig (Loadons Oxiord .aiversity 'ress, 1950, V, wii,
- [ ]

Svial's sage, ». 192
71b4dsy b 16
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sometning wile) was «zuinst ancicent law (237-.7331ai.  out
there is 10 question in his uind .onceraing his duty; he
orders a metal shiell to be made for his protection against
the dragon's flames, anl decides to fight singlshanded,
without the assistance of his dryht. iis unusually gloomy
mood (2332) 418 discussed in more datail later:
’ din wes gedmor sefa,
wafre ond walfds, wyrl ungemete adah,
88 done gomelan zr&tan sceolds
sZfcea:r sbBwle hord suadur gedflan
117 wid 1fce; nS bon lange wes
feoorh slclisges £lEsce bewunil. i
: (24195.242%)
.18 spirit vus sad, restless and ready to
départ; the fote ioucasuarasly near which would
sreet the aged man, seck the treasure of his
goul, part wssuider 1ife Irom Dodyy aot for loug
was th: nobleman's spirit to be bound in flesh, ]
il knows he is meeting his last opponent, and he knows that
he will ide socon: his soul is ready and sager to go, impatient
at having to go throuzh a long battle befsrs beiny sat free.
A% this point, many of the tipics and ideas iis.
usse ! sarlier in thls paper come togathar, The dragon is
the inhaditant and: the personification 27 the wasteland, of
chaos and 1ts constant opposition t> »rder an! rmua's attompt
to create a habitation for himself, Seowulf xills it, but
somehow its spirit (whioh is perhaps but asnother nus: and
anotner facet of the curse oa the 30l1d) livas 31, aid cheos
and destruction ovartase the Jeats when thelr king ic dead,
e dragon 1s also related to the improper use of possessionss
Jeowulf, in this capaeity, represents tns nroper us: of

possessions, the proper fuacticaianr of the _iryht, a1l the
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acceptance o tregasure as ¢ just rewvard i'or valorous dee.ls,
€ faces the Jdragon slone, two mighty opposites salh (Ce
fending his owa vision of what is rizht: she dragon has
cause for anger i.a that his hoard of tireasure has ucen plun.
dered, Hut the destruction of men and their homes with which
he aveages that theft nuses 4t necessary for beowulfl to
defcnd his subjects,

aowill's social environzcent ¢omes into the picture
tyo a8t thig point in the poem. .Jis people are wilting
anxiously for the outcome of the vattle, on whi i their
wi.ole trival Jestiny depeuds. . is immediate followers,
exgopt Wwislaf, desert hin, providing s secoul aspect of
the malfunctioning of the dpryht society. iBetwesn this one
amd the first aspect discussed, that »f the dragon and his
significance, Beowulfl is caught in z narrowing pzssuiz that
laads to defeat aud duathe

Me point of final enceunter is u purticularly human
aomenty God hos retrested €y a vantage sodnt frem which ue
can aoserﬁe wrat €1 4o in Looir last hourss the hor>'s
life <raus to a el>se as the utes nsd lous ago ceter iined
that 1t should, and now the coautrol of yyrd is suspended
until the moment of death, That is wh, there 1ls no divine
assistance in the last battle, no sword that appears at the
aruczial sonents there is only ths human assistance of Viglaf,
an iaexmerienced b:t nobla youl* who sceg the sizql "icance

And the huranness of that last battle. e does not appeal
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to any Jeity for telpy finding Ric eompanions unwillin: he
taikeg tr luty on hi-self and »rrforng it valsrously.

“The victory, in o far as it 48 on¢, is humun., It
canmod be satd thut it 1 g victory b men over the lomonie
powers, because the latter 2lways win in t-c teeporal cofle.
text, and the dragon in effect defeats the whole nation of
the Geats. But it 1s - human victory oVer fear in the face
of the implacable dducree ~f Fate, The strength of the human
gpirit triumphs over them, and triumphs over the death of
the Lady, no matter what kind of immortality is aaticipated.

Again the Chrigtian and pazan elements meet here.
The pagan warriors, with their belli” in the invincible
gtrength of human courage, made couras: and herois the
ighest gualities of the hunan coul, These gualities sssured
the warrior win had fallen in battl: > a jlace in VYalhalla,
and gave hirz on earth zn dmmortal existence in tho songs of
the scons and the menorias of mea. in this woy death was
conguered by the pagans, and dofest by bhie implazanls powers
wag turned iat,> a victory for the hwuman spirit,.
Althoush the story of -cowtl! docs b orphasize the orevity
of hunan existence, it does eupnaticall, coaceatrate on the
mortal fate which conllicts with the ziory of herole achieve.
ment a.l yet is the basis Jor roluuption. scowull 1s nevep
wholly free iron despair out he triumphs over it, anc in
this triumph the author sac;ass:ully ;a;platgs aisptheme of
Judgment after recounting the Srlals of his hero,

Aasther way to look &bt the nuradnz of “wictory throuivh

aPetar F. Flanar, gue ~itey 5. 171
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defeat™ 15 t> gsee tho battic zracorned oo tuling place in
two contexts ot once. On the nost sovious lev:l, the vio-
tory over tne dragon merges with the def at :auscl By Lo
death of Beowulf nl-sclf and tie fiaasl anathilatiosa o0 Vo
ueats. 3ut bsysnd tnis cycle seowulf goes to seex the Jud- .
ment of rightesus ~enj this, tuouzh not an assursace of his
salvation, carries a connotation o!f immortality and places
the hero in aa etarnsl context, ifhe sternal 1ili: of the
soul is the wictory over the defeat in time of tne body and
all >thor transient thingse

This is maede specific in curistianity where deatn
is conquered in the resurrectionm o/ the souly the ldea of
victory through defeat is taken out o the milltsry context
which iz naturcl %o & soci-ty whose most respected citlszens
arc fizoters znd siagers of heroic songs, sad granted to
anyone of pure spirit, Jdcroism occave more then aere physical
provess and the courage >f the varrior faced with a formi.
dable opponeat ol became the courare of any man to live
the zood life as preseribed in th: sacred scripture and its
interpretations.

christlanity provided & md>dri for bDoth peaceful a:d
warlike heroism...hrist. uis neture, as r:vezlsd 1 the
Hew ‘cstaent, was a peaceful one, =n. W sreached neace
in ran's relations with Ris fellaws. 'mat in *»: battling
of evil Be was milit..it, and to melisvil cxcgetes of the

~1vle this battle oo o3 a1l evil was 8su: s the Lattls



of .arlst and _dataine LTuguelbly eatal toda 0u L doovalc
foruy usdully tiat of » drwjo. or & lovisths.:, and natur.
ally thss Jizht Guoauc tac prototyps Tor all Nids of
fictional contesiase

e pattera for nurows of hwistian Liburaturs,
then, wes .Lrist. .e sacrificed almaell ror tis people,
a.id .is death uid resurrection added reandng %o the aaclent
pagas idea o victory through defeat. Like iy She hero
comas ron the "upper world" v or is distinguished .y sowme
spaclial endowmpent; as we have scen, tine streugzth of veowulf
and wany vtaer aerved {5 related to tily, Loth are saviors
or redeemery i Lo :ir people, aad overtones of sacrilice in
tic hers's dest: are irequently found and structurally
@euwalgfadl.

.8 .hrist ls ueiy redvemcd an, a.i in a certain
SCibdy o .l @8 & whole, 80 th: fictional hero Jocones
wankdnd's rapresentative Lu tae great oo lict of geod
wiuiast evily, liib ajalast dard, order ugalist huos. iiis
oppouents are Liue forces of «vil, darincss, and cestruce
tlouj thoy cre esslallated Lo Jatua Just as tne nors is
acsimilatol to Jhrdste 0

Jids provess o assimilaetiocn, wiore uaivorsal and

eteraally regurrent ileas are i1d.1tifica witn zach

% ryey aps gitey pe 177,
1oead., pe 107,
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particular sat of opponents, therefore ocausin” the pairs
of opponcats to b: reminiscent of and relate? to cach other,
explains why Christian and pre..nristian heroes come to be
identified and compared: they repras:nt essentially the
sare get > ideas, and the combat of manxind representaed
by & hero made up of its best or charactaeristic qualities
and the foes of maniind embodiel in a illain or a monster
sccurs agaln and again in literature, from [ha Song of
jJalaad and pgowulf to ninetszenth.century novels and modern
scicnee fictions Therefore the sa e criteria an’ categories
can be applied over and ovar again, and in a sense the gues.
tion of a literary voru's ideological or theological blas
i3 irrelevant, It is fmportant to decide what thc gpecific
rules of the game are, but oace that 1s done 1t is discoverol
that generally the suc rules apply in every work of a given
category. 1he gonclusions which I have reached aocout the
universe in which _eowulf exisgts and acts will be found to
apply to other tragie universes as well, and the implic:tions
of what I have called “the heroic moment” can oo seileralised
to apply to sizilar points in other literary cowpositions.
Essentially, the heroic moment involves a man facing
death., (ate, or ¥yrd, or the gods, have decrcecd that tihis
will be the moment of death, and it hero realiges it. In
that 1.stant, he sees that as 2 result of tic iavediate
gegquence of actions and evonts in which he is lavolved, the

will iic. 'The rcader's emytional «atanclemest atb this
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point indicates that he 1s sharins the h:ro's dileana.

The 5ods withdraw to an izmeasuradly remote place to wat.h,
The hero must face his fate alone, and his manner of
meetins it is important. "leath, it is true, w=s nat to
be sousht, but it was not ts be avoides either, if by
avoldarfoe 2 man lessened his own stature,” 11 14 vas nts
decision and the decree of the ~“ods that brourht 1t ong
onze ‘eowulfl had Adecided to meet the draron there was no
turnins back.

“he moment of decision and the manner of meeting
death, 1n thz form of the last opponent, are important in
both .hristian and pagan heroic literature, ?rafessor
wyn Jones writesid
ifhere was a rizht way to acts the consejuences might de
Jdruadful, hateiul; but the conduct was rore important than
the consegquenctss. « « o I part, this is the faniliar
dileuma ol the eruanic hero: he has a choice not between
right and wrong, but between wrongs, and ¢sanot renegue,
in part, it is a saga reading of character and .cstiny: to
sec one's fate and enbrace it, with this curious sesthetic
appreciation of wvhat one is doing..it was this that madel
one & sala personage, 8 p.rson worthy to be ti1ld about, 12
This wus writte: with specific reference to :iclandic sagas,
but the qualities that made a "saga pcersonage" algo made
a sar-anic hero, and eventually they made, with little
variation, a protagonist of hcroic literature written in

a Jhristian context. Ada: and Lve, when they walk out of

11‘%;;;& the .ed" azd Qthor icelandie La-as, ed,
awyn Jones (Londons Jxiord Lniversity ‘regssy 1991, 7, Xiv.
12

1oide, po xiil.
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the end of P gL, hav: dbeen made aware of thelir
fite and have accepted itj they can not be made to die
because they ere als> mankind, and the rac: is not finished
yat,
seowull, like the Icelandic heroces whom ’rofessor

Joies aiscusses, 18 faced with a chelce .ot Detwoen a right
snd a wrong course of action but betwean two alternatives,
each of waich is wrong, Wiglaf gays after the .ing's death
that he and Hthers of the xing's companions tried to dissuud:
him from fichting the dragon:

e meahton wé gel@iran l&ofne DBoden,

rices hyrde r#d &nlene,

bt hé ne grdtte goliweard bone,

18te hyne lic ean, DbEr b& lonce ves,

wlcum wunian 00 woruldeade.

H&0ld on hEah:esceep; hord ys gesc@avod,

grimme zegongeng wes Dot ifede t8 swid,

p8 bone [b&odcyning) byder ontyhte,

(3079-3086)

{“e could not :iive sur beloved lord, guardian

of the kingdom, any advice, that he ghould not

meet the warden of the goldhoard but let hiz lie

vhere he had long sesen, inhablitinrs his dwelling

until the end of the world, He hsld to his high

degtinys the hoard has ocen viewed, sriml;

acquiredj thnat fate was too cruel that seat tuc

king of the people hither,) ‘
sut this is misleading as {ar as the hersic code aof conduct
wvent, because Beowulf had no choice. 0 reiuse combat with
the dragon would have been eteraal disgrace, an uninaginabic
evily therefore he had to choose t> fight. As we have seen
earlisr, his decizion to fizht aloue 1s rerfrcetly consist nt

with hig lifelong practice of meeting his oppoicits siaglc.
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handed and, i pogsible, witn no weanons but ::ls .o honds.
‘nis limiting of chodee iz an iiiication tuat fats
1s movia: ia oa himj he 18 .waryg of 1t, as his unusual 200
of depression iandicates. 48 the ausver of the hero's days
draw to an ¢od his freedom Decomes limite .
~ A natural question to come up at this time coucerns
the anount ol freedom of action uad deuisioa wi.ich ere per-
aittel t> the hero in an open.top usiverae, It 15 related
€0 a prooles whic: has often gaused literary critics some
trouble, and which crofessor Frye forzulates in these torms:
There are two reductive formulas wul.: bave ofteon been use.
to explain tracedy. ‘'elther is quite 250 vaough, sut each
is almost good vnoughy and as they are coantradictory, they
wust represent extreme or limiting views of traesdy., One
of these is the theery that all tragedy exhivits tae omni.
potence of external Tate., » + «» e fatulistic reduction
of tragedy does not distinguish tragedy from irony, and it
i1s again sigaificant that we s5.eak of the irony of fate ruther
thaa of its tragedye « « o It 13 the adiixture of heroism

t1at gives tragedy its characteristic spleadour and exhil.

aration,
‘he other reductive theory of tragedy is that the act which

sets the tragie process j:ing must be primarily a violation
of law, whether human or divine; in s.iort, that Aris.
totle's hamartia or "flay! must have an essential coarection
witisi sl or wroagdoing,. 3

As ‘rofessor rye himself says, icith.ir of these ig guite
adequate., ..aving explored the two satithetical formulas

for the interpretation of tragie lit:raagra,'hé caaciudes
ﬁhﬁt "tragedy « o o 80@.8 to elule the antithesis of mora.

res;ousibillity and arbitrary fate, Just as 1t elidjes the

13irya, Qe Gdkey PPe 2094210,
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antithcsis of goyd and ovil."flq s finds 12 Fllion's
A~z the archetypal tragie hero, and coacluics froa the
study of Paradige Lost that "just az comedy often s:z:ts up
an arbitrary law and then organigzes the action to break or
evurde 1%, ¢5 trapedy pressnts the reverse there of aarrowing
a comparhktively frec 1life into & 'rocess of carsztion.” 15
This eonclusion can ¢ scen to apply to Baswulf,
whors the hero is finally left with ne honourablas zlternative
but to fisht the dragon, and therefores with no means of
eacaping hig all.too.evident fate,
4 work of tragic literature ends in one of various
ways, on one of various cadeices. ‘he corpse._strewn stage
at the end of Hamlet is known even to those who arc not
familiar with the play; the dramstically effective charac.
ters who are lying thers are replaced by a group of pale
mediogrities, voth exirom 2204 & .1 extrere o il saving
been purged from _ensar.
gﬂggggvéﬂggiﬁﬁgﬁ eads wits slacoibar 21 a1 even
larzor seale. Like beswilfy 9. hero is a ruicener figurs,
and pulls the roof down o isrucl's traditional enemies,
as well as on himazelf. ihe play ends with "cals of ld,
16

all passion spent®, a8 the chorus findsz in Cansyiats

ll"r‘rf{e’ ODe ‘_.«:ito’ ne 211,

gb;d., ps 2172,

16

~ilton,y Laj a8y 11 25 citey 1. 1770,
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deed = manifestion of divine will,

Willy Loaan in i8 5ls0 a spc.

rificial fi-ure, dying, as h: thinks, for tic oencTlt and
welfare of iis family, espeially o/ oiff. Lhe tragic impact
5 the endln: 48 enhanced by a strain of iroay, in toe 2if.
ferent levels of "realily" and in %ie jarzdox of a house
finally paid off with no ona .ut Lisa.a to Live im 1%,

4ccording to Professor Frye, the ¢lemeut of sacri-
fice is inescapable in ths deata of tne tragle hero:

Tragedy 15 a paradoxical combiaation 0: & feariul s:258¢ Qf
rightiess (tie hers must fall) and a pitylng 50184 ¥ Wronge
ness (it is tos bad thaet he falls’, ‘here i1s & sizilar
paradox i1 the two elements of gacrifice, o o these ls
communion, the dividing of a uerolc¢ or 4iviae body azong

a group whicn briangs the. Lato unity with,y ai. ad, trat pody.
The other is propitiatioa, the s:.ase that in spite ol tue
coomanion $hae body really bulongs to axsther, o Jreatar

aod & potentially wiat il power. « o« « A5 & niuesis e}
ritual, the tragic noro is not re.lly killel or eateony vt
the correspoading thing in art 3till taxes place, a viaion
5" Jeath which drawe tie sarvivors into a new wauity.

Feon Bhis ¢ocs & sease of ermmunion and exalt:tion easily

sesa in the . vilar of Lagcson Azadstes, of ealh of & Juleos-

sy, of Liao Lear, wad 6ven in the scene in

erdan and Sonilles s ttle the disposition of ..actor's .0J.
N

LIS &
=2

%

y]

I

aps the anciont roeas used the funeral -ames Lo exprosu

e

e genge of exelbt otion aid 20auaualOl.
AS tragedy a:c tragiae ¢ou:lusions 8346 Various
cade .ice3, 83 heroiss .an be 8eca iTow different wiglose IV

18 ot absolutel; necessary to sec the 7erd> oo a redce. e

Yirpe, oo ulles ove 2142215
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5r & sacrificiel figure, but often this provides an {llu-.
minating angle from which t> study a worg of fiction. sut
hersisn has a lowest cowwon .enominator, wileh as [ see it
is a freednm of action and decision which ese:s gquite reul,
and vhich is quite rezl, until it is seen as bei g involved
in the fravework of a universe, & society, and an accepted
code »>f conduet whic actually Jdi.tates what decision the
hero will sake and how his 1ife will end., This is another
way of looking at ths limitin:' of freedon already noted.
The final deeision is an accentanc: o one of several al.
ternatives, all of them wrong and all with evil consequences;
the hero chooses tic one that produces the most venefit for
his soclety, his tribe, or his family, aud the most glory
and honour for himsel{. rhether or not it involves a vision
of redemntion, theres 1s always : sonse of noiility and
aenerosity inherent in the hero's death, and a feeliny that
hanen will and courage have triumphed over the forcas of
fate and death,
« . the Lerd's

- renpy Malone sees the idea of sacrifice ror & people
28 & necessary quality of heroisme Te writes of Beowulf:
As the poem gtands, the fate of the hers and the {ate of
the tribe are Jounl together 12 gui0. « wuy taal wach lends
weliont and worth to the sthoer, We mourn for the seatas .o
well as {or thelr uinz, and this ounle courning deepens
as well as wiidens the sween of the irszie march of eveats,
wae cannot doubt that the pout eeant 1t so.  Por hix, e wuls

would not Eave seert a hero if he had not had a »¢onle t-
Liulror. 1

153 18ﬁemp “alone, "o2owalfiy In dicholsony 036 git.,
Pe .

P e



127

shis provides - iind »7 ori.zec Lotween the id=a. of tas
rer? .8 & redeemer wit strong theologlcal overtoass aad
tnat of the hero as aimply a legde: or 248 people. _ue
repercussions from ths hero to s pegple .l ou.x again
add voluse and sigaificunce to tne poemn, and the hero's
deatn for 1is people has i coacreteness thut a sacriiiee
for an ideal «o:8 not have.

In tue heroic moment all the aspests of leowulf's
life and cnarscter meric. «e 13 a man alone ot that poiant;
e¢v:n in his last battle he chooses to :ight alene, and a
strain of irony is spparens in the fuct tnat when he ngeds
help mazt thiis law, thls code o. conduet which he has iam.
posed on himself, recoils and finally leaves hin desper.
ately alons against his last opponeit. The role ~f Wiglaf
has been discussed slrcady. it 1s true tnat :gféiﬂié;r had
ordered his men to keen out of the fight, cleiming tne dragon
as his own opponent. uwut that is Arrelevant in the pressat
discussions The logie of siagle conmdaty the code >f heroic
conduet, oecomes part of the law which rulee the universe
of truiiv literature. iiere the logic ol single combat worss
itself out to the death of the hero, juct as the logic of
revenge works itsell out in 8o much Gersanic literatur.,
and especially in Icelandi. sazas. In .ceowulf's youth it
favours him ana he wins an extra measurs of :lory by it,
but in the end it causes his death, It is onc asqoct of

"trat something beyond . . . wiie: 18 Tth: herses'? streangth
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eni their fate alike." 15

in 8 sense, it 15 als> tie 1ojdo of vercisn whiic)
dooms any hero: he is committed te lcroic actions and he
obeys the hersic code until i ‘ne ead he mects an opponeat
who 1o too powerful for him. argaret Coldsmith tuliks about

W 2

"the disastirous pride o5 the epic hero and finds 1B this
veowull's wownf:ll, -he is convinced that the poet is in.
directly preachi:; a .oristian moral lesson, and that this
lesson is directed agai st pride, "uoowulf's fatal pride
is {oreshadowed} it is treat:zd a8 : sin which he nust guard
agalnal whea he ooaes O powure” =L zhe attributes the
downiadl of the ueatas, like the destruction of Vharlemagne's
rear guard, to the stubosora pride of the heross in the epics
CONOETNed.

siss unlissith is right, I tainu, 4in seeing pride
as ona of the characteristics @f the traditional epic hners,
sat wrong in condernin: it and in assuming that the zepwulfl
poet condemns it. :he standards of ’hris¢ian humility and
obedience 30 1ot apply to any protagonist of heroic liter.
atupe, wiostuar he 48 Chriatisn or pagan, -oland may have

shown disastrous pride in not blowing his hora sooner, but

lgjry@, Qi xite, pe 232,

zofargaret be woldgaltn, "ihe Jaristian Perspective

in gegwull™, ia Wichelsony Q3. iiey 0. 377.

1nide, 20 277
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if he had done s, sooner ther: would have beed no ©nic wad
no hero s1d .5 heroisu:. The demand: o the for. musl ¢
kept in nmind, .t is worth recallin: Heusler's words .on.
cernine the nero's "true oride, esteun for one's own &2LieTvoa
ment, dignity," 22

-Beowul! has evelry rignt Lo be proul of his achleve.
mentsy : A5 oot think that the poet condewrns him o7 his
Justified ,ride., Voreover, .ccause ho ig actin: under a
herole code of conduct, he 18 subject to the laws governing
heroic actions: most of 211, he is subject to the loric ef
heroism discussed above., The derands of this kind of poetry
have to be consldered, and ho poem about Be wulf would ever
mave boen written if the horo had hot obeyed the laws o7
heroic coaduct ind dled gloriously. in short, ts condemm
the pride o the epic hero is £o .ondown nis huroiss itself
and to nullity his reason [or exigticr in u work of liter.
ature.

But there cre other acnucts > the herots character
baciles uride, particularly when  hristiz1 influen:: makes
itself felt. Yhether or not tho poem zoaveys a 8irsilg sense
27 the Ywero's sucrifice, thare is always o scoial .oitext
11 which he functiosng, and his courage and lavish expen.
diture of his own possessions, enerzy, and even his life

J0OVESS & soise of senerdzity. I oeywnlf and othore

2 . ( .
“gRuated by “chtlicking, In Ticholson, 2us cibe,

ps 37.
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litaratur.e wiich 2as its Joun‘atiocn ens=relly i decnie
age ermanla the .. .urous giviag of oocsessio.e is zn ina
portual part .o social life; 1: isy im vaci, the very iii .
Cl:od 04 Bue 80liviy, LrOLNEer A8 @ Cuprelicly 2210uS
gonaren, . o i .ygelacy iU we can Judsr uy tio poverty
whict comncllsa nidm to rail i .racicase  ssowull, 302,
av.oriiag to tie bestimonay of «ivlaf, 18 gZuncrous to his
retainers., e s-ems 2 10 everytiing on an extravagant
8.ade, .nd his penchaat for siocic coout is part of it.
wul thlsy tony recouils on him: the coie o conduct estab.
lisuel wia L e Wes youns wal exunerant and insupersbly
stroar, tho glory -7 hils youth, Lacomes the bane of hisg
214 age, Jhe Lerol. lozie works Ltssls out to his des.
truction. out ti genoprosity 1s £till trneroy at the last
he 2.3 D& oaerous with ols lire.

e Yo outh writes of ussowulf: "¢ fuced the un.
A0OW 1 puders of darkness wnd evil, end thif is the proof
31 nis magniainity, his grasdeur &ad 5is couripn.  The
Gorror o6 bue plave 1s the measqre of nis heroism.” 23
“hilc £0 48 . @ebatsole point shether or not heroism can
oe seasured v tie odds ft fuces, at least in a simple
Qrogres:iony §U ie true trat the eriginal wudienc s of

coywiwll would consider the odds iner. . §sc by the Toect that

23u. ¥. outh, 2o 8’ b
capbridge vaiversity rress, 71y 11y 2

Tockry (camoridpe:



seowull h.? to n.=* Irandeltz -other 22l The dra~>1 on

treir own turritorlcs, 1a tae deosert sirroun’igs 35 ap.

&

propriatz to tha spirit: of the wasteland an the forcas
27 Asstrustion anl :mass. 7The her:'s coarage coul? have
to lace oot oaaly physical bat zpiritaal opoosition iz owell,
*3 lagt podnt £o oe saio wou b vhnt I oave czlled
"the horole mooont® is that there Lo oa seans: of walting,
universal hush of suspansgs willa 5 e tero worizs out his
Jestiy. The go s have 4'wgen “nilr chanpion s the devils
theirs, ani tha coebat o tween these two has wils.ranzinag
reparaussions of si~iificance, In this szase Jogoulf and
ather =pics share with “raczic drina the quality of universal
invslvesont in the aflzirs of nen. 25 we have Seaen, '¢nus
is 8o concerast sbout the welfare »f laris that she carries
hin away from the sinzle crioat with detelaus. The second

Jattle in he o037 of woland 18 even more osvinusly of cos.

A' Am

e Tirestse In Arnoldt's ohrab a

mic proportions than
.agtuz ths universo frowns on the unnatural sattle sztween

a father and s who are uhknoun to each othar, anl expresses
its disapproval in o disturbance 12 nature resembling similur

ohctomena dn _a:sth and Juliue jaesar:

And you waulj say that sun 211 stars took part
Ia that u 113tu‘u1 <onflict; for a ylom,

rew suidenly &n .eaven, and dark'd th: sun
over tha fi*hthvs' hizadsy axd a wind roaa
Under their feet, an! naning Swept the wlué ’
And 10 g sandy walrlwial wrgpg Lo palie b

“

zhhatthew}irﬁoli, coatl . RudZy €. e owe Tloier
axi ve -o Lowry (Lonzdi: .xSord COAVErsiLy Sross 1;;3),
1l. 400489,

b
o
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(2520D.20737a)y zons ity ¥e oultle wlta Lo dragong nis
@y accordine ty instructisas, wals ut a sule dlistince,
and the rest s the people wallt in Vs towae il stunds
5, to decile the wuitlee..

Jhe outeoms oo been forecast loag 20y tne pattern
ggtaollsnwd for wrolde protry leaves root Zor s little
fres will pa the poet's part as the auers [inds o his £ate.
woninabed universe., .t fae gving Tea is possible; Lhwe
posy i%sell is & mouaumeit, acd within the prem L o Larrow
20 bhe 21100 will serve to rouin: seafarers, the rosiloss

vics af the aarthy 07 Lie horo's 1ide and deathe
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+t will have becow. evideat irox the foregoiung chap.
ter thaty, as & see ity the osturc, conduct, aad aciaivve.ents
30 the uerv of & word of Literature are shaped oot by a
specific au. theologically sou:. uaiverse, nor by a society
and soc¢ial coaveations thut fuitalully represent those vhich
existel at a particular tiwe and placs, nor eveas Ry the
denands 0. wa«ing hio as ouch @6 possible like tie people
w8 «a0W. averything in the literary compositiosn, iacluding
the gods which rule its uajverse, the nature and code of
conduot of the haroy the society he lives in and his rela-
tionship to it, tie opposition he faces, Is detersiae.d by
the kind of literary work ia which he appsars. The iica
tional society muy bave a resognizable bearlny ou a «gind
of huian society which existed soucwhere al some Lirc, out
that particular fiotional socisty gxigts oanly in the worx
of literaturse whict deplcots it

Because of this, the question of fora arises with
roference to gepwulfe Uy this i do not mean tust . iatend
to prove or disprove statements that Zeowylf is or 1is not
an eplc, or a haraic eclegy, or & lay, altlough tuer. .re

132
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elements of all these 13 it. ... v. .outh discusses the
e>le ia these terms:
If the stcry 18 a true spie, its for: aid substancc will
Vary accordiag o the spilrituul proolen of the uze. .U is
1ﬁ t i« vietory over hu ‘an vweakness, an? in tie assersica

 human ¢oafi yace, thot the eple preudrweg its bomsisn
tenuy to typa. 1
And B. % W. Tillyard Jeduces, .ro: a study o>. epi: and
heroie narratives, that "the tru. epic will assume a ior.
walch answers the most sarious congerns ol any age."™ 2
his leaves very litile o the standard definitiom of an
eplc as "a loag narrative poen on a serious sudject, related
ia an elevated style, and centered about an heroic figure
on whose actions dejeuds to some degrec the fute of a
anation or a race." 3

Throughout this study | have odeen classing Heowulfl

with "heroic literatura"” in order to keep the prominenze
of the hero in mind, “18o the tera 18 general enough so
that while giving tne poem a "handle” 1t also kept the
question of the poeu's speeific genrs in abeyance uatil
it could be soci 28 2 whele, other Luoport.nt f:cets having
besn discussed, and everything finally drawn dazk into

the ooundaries of the poetic structure itsclf. [ do not

N

l‘g V. F*Duth; e FeL) ig .y .LJ,, 12,

f, LA

. Flllya&’d, e i ;i)
gg“uggglgg* (Loudons wogarth Preas,y 1952), pe

31" Cie AITar 28y L&) L2 ah LR
fork: uolt, finehart, . anr a'astaq, 957 )y De 20
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want t> attach a specific label to tae poew even now, Mt
it i3 importent to study its qualities and the conventions
which the form imposes onrn the contunts.

In Chepter One 1 ¢lassified Loowull as i hero of
rosance, and discuseed Frofessor frye's definition with
spacific reference to nis, And as ceowall 4is tne typical
"ronantie’ hero, S0 the poem has Casically a ‘romaantii”
structure, with the quest pattern as aa organizing prin.
ciple. The quest is, of course, two.fold, one part desling
with the hero's adventures ln enmarz and the secony with
nis defense of his own psople against the dragon. sut uot:
sections depiet him fighting wonsiurs, and in order to sce
the two parts as forming one coherent quest or series of
adventures it 1s only neccssary to abstract beth parts iats
the more universal patterh ol sigaificance whic. sees in
the hero's battles the compat of man against non.human
opponents, of light against darkness or good zasinst evil,

Jorthrop /rye sunzarizes the “central {ora of the
quest.romance" in this ways
4 land ruled uy a helpless oli xing 48 laid waste by a sea.
moigter, to whon one young persos alter anotior is offercd
to ba devoured, until the lot falls on the king's dau:hters
at that point ~§a hefo arrives, killﬁ the ;ﬂagan, marries
the danghter, and succeeds to the kingdor.

Part One of pecowulf does not correspond to tols in every

detail, odut the resewslance 1s closer than at first seeus

Y ,
*Fryvi 22e Shkey Po 185
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appareat, Heothpgar 18 cortainly helples: ar.inst the
ravages of ‘riundel, and nu~erous member: of his lryut
are slain and eaten by the ~monster, It is true that “rea.
wara, Hrothgar's daughter, seems to be 1. no immediate
danger, and that the her: neither marrics “>r nor succee:is
to the Ringdom, but the poet does reneats:dly insist on
Arathearts adoption of Beowulf gs 2 son, zpparently in

an hoanorary status only. This could ne slirhtly pussiing
in itsel?, unless we consiler it merely a formal comnpli.
ment, and re2ognize that it 43 a perfectly proper tiing

for srothgar to do, 28 thc pattorn Andiecates, The struc.
ture of the poem 8o far i3 comedie as far as?ﬂeowulf him.
self is coneaernedj he has saved the Nanes {rom usrondel and
nis mother, and it 1s not his fault thet internal politicul
1izsengion and renewal of the Heathobardan fend will after
all brises about the death and destruetion th.t "o thought
he had averted,

This part of the nHoaw is predominantly cheerful on
the surface, it there is an undertone of sombre elan.
ehaly whenever the future dwnafzll of the Dares 18 hinted
at., The poet sikillfully corbdines this motif with the heavy
tread of }rendel,s g0 that .rendel] represents the perma.

nent threat t> :onish prosperity a4 unlty, somewhat as

5?1@&3@ sec above, p. li, for c more dctailel dis.
cussion of this.
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nfarth does, 6

Beowulf defeats .roni 1 auc suts Unferth
in his place, but the spirit of anarchy and chaos viiich 18
embodied 4a them survives und has 1%8 day later on. The
same thin: appears in the scconl part of tha poen, where
the ourse on the gold is [irst emboiied in the dragon and
after the irason's death sontinues acting until it orings
the dJeats to their destruction.

If Professor ryc 13 right ia findiag the adove-
quoted summary %o be tuc basie structure of most "“romantic”
works of literature, then the {irst part of [eowulf cer.
tainly belongs with thems ut the quotsd outline doses not
£1t the se.ond part neirly so well., PFor onething, the
standard plot of romance ends hoonily, &3 scegwulf docs not.
fven the first paprt, taken by itself, has an undercurrent
of trapedy whieh complicates the simple romance stru:turc,

In the previous chaster, many of the critical toerus
and statenents which I used with reference to the poes and
{te hero weve those which Professor Frye uses of high mlu.
etic tragedy, the drama found in Clsssical Ursect anc
tlizabethan &n- land, 3eowulf, osviously of superhuman
strength in Part "ne, becomes in ’art Two an ol man, still
strong but not invincible. The overtries of divinity wnich

he had in Part ‘ne, owin: to uis strenrst- and his saviour~

GUnferth has bgen sec.:t &5 "mors than a foil for ¢ .o
nery, since he {or his prosence alone) socomes symptouatic
of dissension and sedition," J. L 08ler, "Declich for
Treachary: The Unferth intrigue®, BMid LXAVII (1902), p. Y.
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like mission to en..irk, are sucmerge. in the se:ind part
under tihe tragic fate awalilting him. .Jere he "its ors
closely in the category of the hrro of nigh mimetic trage.y,
described by Professor irye 15 “supcrior in deree to otaer
men pat not to nis natural environmeat. L& has authority,
pasgions, and powers of expression far greater than ours,
but what he does is subject 0o%1 to social criticism nnd
the order of nature.” 7

In Chapter One oi this study 1 quoted pProfessor
Feye's daesoription of tiie her> of romance literature. Une
padat in that passage requires recexamination nov. He ve
told that "the hero of romance moves i1 & world in which
the ordinary l:.vs 2f nature are slightly suspended,” 8
A8 We saw in the previous chapter, in ‘art One of thc peen
miracles ere s5till possible, indicating that ia fact the
lavs of nature are slightly suspen’ed. Bat in Part "wo
the locic of destiny takes ovar, and the laws of the unia
verse, or nature, or simply of tragic poetry close in.
Yeowulf is no longer superior te his natural environment:

9

hig Anvelnerabllity is at an end, “ and when hig own

swvord breaks on the dragon's hide there is only that of

7}ryﬁ, Q0 Sdbes P2 33-3%

§I§1§~0 Be 33

gThia iawvulnerability is never stressed in P.rt Ono,
Jat neither is there over any mention of wounds wiaich he
recaives. “Tuc one possibly dublous phrase is It from fdondu:
voloodstalnsd Jror ezemies? (7)Y whicy I take %o sews that
he was stuined oy eneny blooi.
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Wiglaf %o i1:ly him, ~lso his social eavironsent sucomes
more importint. in Jennark he w.s a8 8traiasor, ind .lthougn
he is concerand aboru:t tho fute o7 the ’anes, he wouls nut
ba directly affected by 1te. 1 .urt o he 1 defenling
nis swa peosls; they arc waiting %o hear the osutcone of the
sattle on which their lestiny dau-was. ¥Wlglal ean oriti.
dize hinm for not having hweded the advice o7 his council.
lors to leaws the Iraron alonc: this can se 36-7n as the
sovial criticien to which the truzis nird> 18 suujects In
romange, . rofeggdor [ryc says, "the hero'ts deaill or isolation
¢ » o nas the cfect of a spirit passiag out of nature, aad

avokaes a mood Lost descrive. as elasluc.
of gegwulf suiriu-s us much more strongly as «desoribiag the
sassing of a spirit out ol a tribal socicty, thc dealh of
'a man who would be missed in the duy when L2 ensmles ol

the Gauts cone uzon then,"” 11

"he alezisc presents i harolam unspoiled by 1ron."12
and this brince us to the second part of the previous quo.
tation from Jorthrop “ry:. “herc it a considerable ampunt
of irony ia the caling of Ilegwull, somc of which has been
21geugsad 11 the previous chapter. Neowull vaiguishes the

dragon, the inmmediate enemy of his people, only to l.ave

19 ryey Qe udbies de 36.
11

A Ly
i L

' LA’. 175.
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2 erolsty wilii turas the tadlog o cowull cal treas.
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foras Law gouree 20 2ls youthiul lovy iats final oo 7aat

o

aiad Ceatlle wo tragie hevo Las Lo oo of a properly hevoice
sizey ~ut nig T.11 L Lnvelvel Loth LU o seaze o7 his
relatioa o soclotly 4l with a soisc of the supreruey of
aszb.ral lawy Lot ol wiich arg Iroxd: in refercnce.” 13

il tidls gseeus Lo £18 Ue Miry of Part Two muenh :)*? e T
fortanlye 4ul ag wsll s droay thers 1s als o i straiﬂ of
wlegy prescaty "o diTfused, resigned, melaacuely soise of

Lie passing of time, oF the old orl r charpgliag and 7icldiag
to & new onc.” 1 A5 Wi unve sieny the surely slagisc shiould

2ot oe nmized wlts lrony. i the all.too.

humannsgs of the hero is zade quits ovid.aty, anl the im.
mingnt deleat @f ithu woals Jevpens L ovoged,,

It must noly however, De concluded that tragsdy and

ftheticel and nmutually oxclusive, Tnz way

Vacty 18 o torr It Mtragic
roance™ traglic ia structure, reandng thot Lt is whot

Jeze alficlonados woull call "imen seat”y and rotance in
sade, do0looting that geomerally it ozlooc with the "rouana

P

tic" ligerature > the miide aves wile  ineludes everytiing

13‘5‘!‘3’6, 20s 2itey De 37
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trow “alory to hagiography. snd yet ia Purt ‘wo o the
poen the tragecy o<counes domiment,y with the unlvrourreat
from “art .ne addiag to it and causing the reucsr or
audienc: to reflect on the iutility of auran offort and
other ireny.laden suilectss .Orecver, &8s we have Seen,
baowalf ©8 the ©ld xil.a, Jits nors co.fortubly witn the
heroes of high mimetic tragie d-a-. than with th.e somi.
daivine horoes of rou&nce.

?ﬁhen one stunds far enough vacs iro:u the poem, one
see8 the first part us being predomi-cilly "romantic” in
mood and structure, «ud the second part deependng into
tragedy. he suse difyerenca is to ve noted iay for ina.
stance, ahe Mtbelunzanticd, where the donination of oiyrid
and urtinnhilde over the {irst part maikes its structure and
mood “romuibic’y with me.lc swords and cloaks, coapulsory
feats of valour before the ludy can ba wony ...irdd's vic.
tory over the dragon aadl Liis near.dnvulncranility as a
result of hawing batbed in the dragon's bloods 1ae curse
on the t»la of the .livelunzs, a typical romance motif
in the iirst pari, osecoues a soclal, economic, «.d
psyeholozical facb 1 the sscon. part 20 Lthe po2n a8 it
works itself out to the destruction of the surgun’ians and
o0 most of atzel's men and allies.

24 Gontrast, gﬁﬁtﬁgggwg; aadids sTELL L Uhd

pattern in revorses he (irs8U purl, Up Lo and Lacluling

oluinits death, is Juadatentally trasziey the hero fishts

A



141
againsi superior o.is esud dies after Lavit® aceosplisasd
deeds o1 prodigious valour. ..is deatn is, however, vindi-
cated ead avenged, aad seea n8 = victory in the wider con-
text ol the ubristienity.islaw tonrlict in winica the second
battle Laxes place. It is in this second oattle soat the
rosaive elecsnts show up more siroagly, wit. such motifs
&% Charlemagne'’s superauman age of "two .au...rci years and
tioret! 15 and ti.e delay o: sunset i answ:r to .:arlemagne's
prayer 1% marking the tendency towurds univaersalising and
idealizing tust oac finds in romance literaturse.

One of the ablesi geewull sciolars of the pust wos
arl cdllenhols, wbo was the ehiiil expoaznt ol what was
sailed the ’xythologic&l"?heory" for inter rcting the poer.

cri-

P

siance this theory held an'important place in
ticism lor three-guartcrs ol a century, it is wirth some
atteonbions se We woamocrs summarizes its taree prapo.
sitlionss

(a; :lat Sauzy OF Gily 0L the supor.ctur.l stories told
2f .wowul” the ueat, son oif l2gtheow (especially t:a .rsadel.
struggle ail tue dragon.stiru] le), vere originally tol: of
veowulf the Nane, 8on of Leyli, who caa ve identified with
the .:<ow or Jeaw 2f tue g:naeslo lese

(2) Jaal this - sow was an aancieant "zo1 of agriculture aad
fertility".

(¢, 2hat therefory we can allci orizs arendel u1d1§1a dracon
1ato culiure.myths connected with the "ol Beow,®

b a0

3 Do 71 (1. ;"4‘.1"\4)0

1§&§1§-: ne 147 11, 2W353.2479),
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Ilsewhere ‘roless>r Cha-osrs gives in wore detail tie
argurent o. Millenhoff aind .tlor "mytholosical” critics:

deaw 1s the divine helpar of narn in his strugele with the
wiezentus  urendel roprescats the storay oo wea of earity
sprind, floodling and Jestroyinz haditations oo nua, ti11

the [0l roscuss thenms sreadel's 7other veosrsseabts he sepl. o
U the ocends dut in the autusm the power 57 the 7>d wanes:
the iragon personiiles the coaing of tus vild weather: the
god sinks in the finul siruzzl: to safeguard th: treusures
3L the earth for his people. [ ther crities), recerbering
that ireadel dvells in the fen, ses in nin ratisr i demon

o the sea.arsh: tha. o7 the sea itself; he is ti¢ pesti.
lential swamp, and the hero a wind which driv.s hi. adaye

e o o Sthorsy whilot hardly ransias 3oowil’ o8 ow Sody still
See an allegory in his adventures, .ad Urendel must be a
nersoullication elther of an inuiiasion, or of the terror

»f the long winter nights, or possi?éy of griniiag at the
2111y tae work of a1 eislavod Joe,

ETeerys wm%ytmlagiu&r‘ thes-les sucy as
these o1 the grounds that “the naturc.myth of lcow, which
wvas ualled in to explain the »ricsin of the Beowulfl story
as we have 1%, was itsell only an assumption, & .anjectural
reconstruction.” 15

&ﬂlleahaff i coasi ered a villain by zolern critics
£or caothoer thoory whichtia Aok uapopulor: he was oo of

N

those who iissacted the posu to £i38 the Jiffesrsat lays of

5

widch it was composed ahd the auer of rodactors and inter.

[52

polators who had & hand in its constructioa. 1 adinid
1 cannot azrse with this thoory, Lut the former one caon
very nearly staid aslone. But it must oo proved or dizproved

Dy evidence fron sther works of U o human inaginatles, rather

~
lufgo L J‘uazﬁmrs, QL e Cig., o JATSRRALYS R S N

l%m:, De 47
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than exclusively fro: etymologies aad gencalo ‘ics. Actually
‘dllenhoff was headed for the richt goal (or at least for
one of the roals which woull be accept.ule to nreszaat.day
critics) but he was following ti: wrong tra.:. .es»it:

his belief in the esseutial disunity > the poem, however,
he treated it as poetry, which tac critics who mined it for
h2istorical inforzation about tribal move zats and pagan
burial custors did not do.

Afillenhoff would have been metl, somevhere lear uls
goal, Ly rircea oliade, provided the latter hud discussed
peowulf specifically. 1In .hapter Jne of tule study . Luve
applied ilisde’s principlcs to the jsoem and, I hope, cast
soze light on it. <Certainly the opposition of order and
¢haos 18 helpful in studying the contr.st of Leorot and
the aere, and of loowul: aand Sreadele lctnc. or not we
agree with ¥dllenhoff's identification of . owulf with the
fertility god .caw, 1i is guite evidunt that th- hero of
the poem is & helper, vot strictly divine but certainly wit:
superhumnan gqualitics, »f man against the Iorces t:at oppose
nim, whieh bring his eff>rts to naught and eveatually destroy
the little ocases of ordcr in the hauntel wilderness. After
all, the identification oi the monsters with "the elexent:y’
depends on the identification of Leowull with t.o fertility
o2d, and we ace? not accept that ia its catirety 1a orler
teo give -Mllichnoff his due, 1Ine cormon ¢lement in the
wvork of "#llenhoff and odera critics is ti:at deowull figats



IR

for the human velu g o) order, coura v, -2d 10obility agalnst
the non.hunan forces of chaos, destruction, and spiritusl
deleats

A8 rofessor “hambers s ys, 1t does not really
natter whether Greadel and his mother "represent the toupest,
or the malaria, or the drear longz winter nights,” 20 The
important thing 1s that th~y are seen as forces anposing
wankind, sn. obviously related to the agordic gil:iats who are
victorious over the mes and the gods in the oattle ol Halw
narBe. The powers of the ~0ds wane anl the .srces M dark-
negs triumph. Tbat this uacicnt motif should be founl
along with the "_hristian coloring® in jgawylf neel not
cauge gurpriscs it is o230 of the patt:ras and ideas bpasic
to traglc literature with a nodicuz of irony in the ondiag,
end 48 fouil in literature writtec _uch later 2nd under much
more .Jaristian skles. vart of the force 2. & trugle cndisg
freguently comes from tae audience's senge that the stroager
one of two opponeats nhas dDeen delestel Dy the veasker one.
Mis paradox.."the weakness o the strong and the persistent
tensflity of the weusk" 21--contriautez to both the trucgdy
and the iroay of a work of literature. il was well enoupgn

understood by We .. feats, wviose €4 Man chovse Cuchulaein

as the champion:

209hnwucrs, 20e 234tey Do 47,

R 2lbram a boo reviﬁy ia JLug (Cancis wdition), Vale
L-J\.-‘w"nlx\" Ve l"l‘ (Tllly ’ ll‘/“"')’ De T e
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I choose ithe laugainz lip

ihat 5&&1% nat tura from laughing, whatevor rise
oy fallj

ihe gaarilthat grows no uitterer altuouci betruyud
¥y oa

ihe hsnéztgat loves to scatiery tae li.e¢ like &
gambl r's throw;

tni these tulugs 1 wa..e prospery $ill a day coue
that 1 know,

4hen beart and mini shall darken that lhe weax nduy
end the strong,

aad the loag.romsguorin; harpers nave matter for
thelir sHong.

One of tuo best stat:ents of t-is idea is, of coursc, to

b founl in 2 2, where the woukiess of the hero's
nobility is, to the ironi. eye, the inevitzdl: prey for
the villain's maliclous and unscrupulous attacks.

There 48 somcthing of this in Zgowulf as wellj it
i8 part of the strain of irony in the last part of the pocm,
where the hero, in his youth davia.idble by even the xost
powerful and demoni. monsters, falls under the attack of
the iravzon. The poet nlays 4t down to some extent..too
wuch iroany would spoil the clegiac element in the vosi's
ending..and males the dragon a Jornidable zad almost horoic
opronent, wio does not use lago's underhunded methods and
who himsslf lics in the end, ut in the hero's 1. fest
b7 g hon.huran onponent there is sonethin' of the weak
défe&tln; the strong; brute stransth is victorious over
human nobility, evil ovor good, and the facl bzt the

her> 1s »n the defunsive, almost at Loy, helps Jrive the

r—_—

22, . . . , :
2" 13. Eﬁatﬁ, " i roon ,i&lm@t“, Ez :g C; §., e 3""3.
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laica home.

It is cuaracteristic oi tue somplexity o. tuc poocnm
tnat tiae eadin:. conutaing & courination o. uvlegy and irosaye
ibe elegy is t.uer. in the %.iifuseu, resigoned, welanc.oly
sense o. the passing of tizey of the old order .haniging
an. yielding to &« new one.” 23 n facty vrofessor rye,
to illustrate ni:z point, refers sveciiically to "seowulfl
looiings while he is dyingz, at the great stone monunents
of the eras of history thrat vaniched before wiu.” o J1egy
laments the depapture, destructiocn, or perversion of soue-
thing desirable; the audience mourns over tue death of
gesowulf, recognising in tnis specific literary ioncident a
aymbol of toc trangitoriness of human existence aul the
intility of nunan eaucaveur oa earthy thlu these 18 sup-
ported sid repeated in ctany diiferent keys by ot er motifs
in the story such as the ancient monuments and taraished
treasure surrounding seowulf as he dies, the certaiaty of
annihilation for thie Jeats iu the forthoo.ilg conflicts
wita encay tribesy the cowardice of seowull's dryht ia
spite of all his genserosity to tucr, Als> the poecu's ualty
becomes more clearly felt wre, as *ragie motifs, partly
or completel; suomerged in -art Qne, come into tue open

here and fuse with the tru-ic weo of fart .wo. The intuprfal

2
"3”1@. Qia.8dbey e 36237,
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atrife ani anarchy which was to destroy the w28 Jjoins
the fate > the ucatsy Jeowulf sought in vain to .vert
Joth of theu. :4lling the non.human enemles ol those
trioces did not dv away with their huuan onesy or w.th the
evil tendenciss within the tribe itself . in the curd
of man. :he dragoa's destruction of scowulf's halli by Jir
rec:lls the {ate that ilsorot was to suffer. ~he prosperity
and contentment at poth _ourts was disrupted by the raiding
of a non.human {o¢, whom deoswull tackled singlehanded.
it bescomes cvident that it is impossible to separate

the elaglac from the ironic. ‘hat is sscwuse we are in an
increasingly tragie rather than a purely "rounantic” con.
texts

dy in the ceatlrsl or high mim&tia sanse, the fletion
Df thﬁ fall of a lesader « « 'id the herode with t;'l‘
ironic. in eleziac romaince the hero's mortslity is prim:
rily a natural fact, the sign ol his humaait{; 1 high
mimet;c trasedy 1t is <155 a soclial and mopal 1': st. The
tracic hord has to de of a properly herois size, out his
fall .s involved bot: with a sense of his relation to his
soclety a1l with a sansg Oof tiw »uu*eﬂagg of naturzl luw,
soth of which are iroal. in reference.
“his ls where rart Two of Jggwulf beloils. iue hero's
aoxict coatext becomes uory stroily felt in tragedy than
in romance, and deowull ln Part vi¢ 19 1little ore thaan a
radeengr who cores Lo the assistance oi the Dunes Iron
>utside, while in Part Two 13 18 more delinitely iPavolv.d

with the people ue protects: trey are 1is own siojlects, u.l

Brryes 90e Giler P 37
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tacy sive him o tribal oackroround and a social sotting
which he does ot ave in rart One. In Part Two he i
s5ill slone, out 1t is the aloneness of Gthello or lacuutlyy,
political leuders in a definite social context, riiher
tThan that of one of al-ry's or Spenser's questln uro o
in an idyllie and ulefined sociel environnent,

The central point in the structurs of a herolc npoew
such 88 Jegwyl{ recalas the characeter and actions of the
neros  One reacon for this is tiaat the structure of rovance
literaturs is .ased on the guest pattern, "a sseqguenca of
sinor adveantures lecding up 8o & najor or -linacteri: ada
veaturce ™ 20 ibesc literary gquests ure ususally andjertaken
by one .Jan who is alone.  hose wiich muwc up jhe Feeprle
sMgene are wrong the clearsst exzanlas, and ¥xlory pro-
vidus otherse 1he sane structure is Jound in Hicaresque
novels, «nd th: story of a peripatetic hero travellinr
sdoaz a road or otier Jousunications route, 1liis the river

1n gugilecerry Fim, is £.ilier and aften lengihy.
2t 1ts worsi, a literary work of thils .ii: deals
with uanreleted siventyursasy scap operas an? condlc stripzs ure
37860 uesase ) vorsions of to. s3a0¢ sorucluree But in tue
catas of botter writers tae adventures ares theowatically
rolate 1) eves the maturing »rocess vwitleh the hwers, who 1..¢

tr. Porseval of .hrdticn e Yroyes 1s often of astoundiss

£ .
2“ ?r}’O' _QQ. g;t., :)"' l‘u‘tjal .-'37.



lnnocenze and igwranes at tae vorianing, prodlocs a
development waich ties the iicidents to al.ieTe

mosewals the chronelogical s-quence »f eveats
is vuerificed $0 Lic tias atic interesi to such & degrse
that 4t is impossiocle to reconstruct the hero's life in
great ddtail cxcelt for the turse naia saventurese —ub
chronologlcal develogaeat did oot seen to idnberest ihe pocl,
and a8 a result the quest puattera is sonevwhst ovseured. Tho
gigantic figure of tac npero and his aloneness are the main
aspects of the posm L.ut associate 1t wits the gquest ol
nore typical romance literature.

vhat, then, is5 the theamatic lateresti for whicn the
glupler pattern is zbanionedy 4n | see ii, it 1ls to De
Found &n tioe char cter and nature of the hero himseli.

?h% charactor and person«ge of Jeowull :ust ps srougznt out
nd dmpressel o1 Lhc audiencej it ls the soci's hero Liat

&hay are uvoual to ol irc.e we uppsals Lo onocuy not directly,

out with navistukasls firee and 6vui1¢;s, to say taat they
have J@lu%% Lar asture of the hers, asd o give hio thelr
‘;‘Jr ;.%i 3@ s »

This woes weltten ouny yoars aiUn 3y . P.'Aer, wha dil aot

rerlly anve ouch admirstion Jon the plot anl foreground

28

events of the poe: as a whole,”  and yet coul.d recozalze

bl
He i'w

TCwine plot in itsell has no viry .rect poetlical
value « o o+ o0 ¢ killing 57 o monster llae rondel

or i the Lilling 20 o dracony Uhwro L8 othing pearticu.
larly interesti gy oo complication to nake a fit subjoct
for o loe  wudvill ls Covactive fron th@ Tiret L0 reussLit
Of plot." Mg, p. lf:;::q



ia ¢t hero a1 statur: and a novility of mat. .. that roac d
aim o vith other cuic herses zad with tho pratagoniste of
Icel andic saga au tragl: dranc,

0 ggawigde poet oringe us face .o face wlth hweroll
Garlg With 8 vision ol vhat pan can o2 £ his potentisl best
i9 unalloyed wit biger metale Scowuli das morc recognizably
hunan guallties than ths aero of rowance (oo 27 . oeascr's
salghts, ior liastaence) and, Zenerddly soeacsing, stands in
nora complete isolatioca 1:rou soclial and [olitical involvenonts
thaa Beroes of Lrugdc drama such a8 cacvetl: OF O0RJlpuss AS
we Soa o Lheotor Sae ol this stuiye it is ducorrest to look
dor complete correspot oo sstuurn L20wWall and oodlary,
or aven extraordinarily -irtuous or courisous, buman belngS
Sab v Jigare 0 thoe huro and ohie botll vision rsprescated
By viv poem are rei:.l. Yo the livis of uwa 1a the oet's

texhikision 27 human motivec aad [his? implied or expressed
9

li%)

dodalane aboul hman ¢odalt.”

ritics huve made cuery Lticint to fing o ceateal
thuene, an uaderiying ond allaemurcoio: uadby 1a tao pooie
Soter Floncr finds 1t in the thene o8 redoumpbion ail
Judgment treated in a way which o llllally 5iloais tho
. 3D
T oA

sermanic hero wit: the msistian salnl. aric  ainutd

dumilton oiads At Lo "lhe siagloniss sl conalstuney of

29 ary _aileval ooticn dterature, pe T

3°Pet3r isher, Q0s ciley e 1714
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the flgure of tas hero, hic aatars zad als zchioveaeals.

ey

e muchn Wlsputel woity o0 Uhw poen rosts coaeily oo Lhwe
pset bhot his preconce ties tihe two halves together; in
80 far L5 thweaatle sal gtructural unity exists, it is in.

volved wlt. itne hero's character and 4o ise ‘1uiis does ot

v

mean that it is galy his presence wric. holas it togebrer
t ic the ideas +ul.u elustor aroun: hdn and wile are

embodied in him, tiv ldeals aund values whieh he reprostats,
Mis complex of ileas an’ ideals I have atte-ptc: to explore

iz the prosceat stildye

31 . N - . . - -
3 cavde salgent Lacilios, TJhe Lell jlous Priacisle
: 13
A

in m&_ﬂ, it ic 1015073, e w“__c’ e Ly



S35 G &r Ty

"rnold, I. Yo Doy ot M, ¥, Pelan. ia P ;
Qulal dg rut. Paris: diarair¢e .o hliﬂuﬁ@i@&&,

MEEEE S RN

2hd o wge Liitod 0y se Je Tlnker
and fie Po _OWPY. to71i0ns UXUOrd University Pross,
r

Bade, . solemiastical big of the _i21is 1a%1cg 3,
Translated by . utev:?sg Tevises DY e e hilws;
introduction uy Ma “»Ad Kaowlose  Loadans Toat,

ljgui

o FDilied 2y bre mlazdur.
Teath 2nd T>anuaye 1952

{ L ' he Lated 2y Je Re
;‘;; H 4 : {Pen: acw by Je bie
e Qlkiﬁ“ SR b A iok. sendon:  1len nad wrding
1953,
‘wspaloff, “inchel, - . “panslatod Dy “aw

veourthy; iatroduction by oouann srochtie oW Q0D

arnery 1962, .

vlackbarn, F. . “The Christian .oloriag ia the ﬁgggg;;",
L T BN ygi’ 990 20 w2l ;LQT‘SUJQ ~} MLﬁAS &
. o3 -

Te 'olsoﬁ (ode ) 1itholosy al ;~‘§, 3 ¥R
Tatre (av., Inl.s Udversity of Totre .o ’ress, 953
L0ajoury fe- "tongters rocsiiaz and Jritics Reampont®,
g LAVILI (1953, npe 3042312,
LPD BUPy fe e e APt id ", “eerlLy sod Los
An.alua: bsteraltj Jalifor.iia rress, 1.0,

,ul:*q'h’ onas.  _ytholazy. ew YorK:  slern LLorury,
nele (iriginelly published in 1.55,. ,

152



shadwiciky ..e 4 dfc. dew Yorks .asbrile
University °ress, o uHieTPL (pp. lr?-, i re )r.m ad
in lewis .. 'icholsoa (8des0 i of "Baow

M fotre ane, indes Lniveraity of ?otrc Tane
0B85, 3.

uh&iﬂ%rs, (t. %e

u,,m i‘hirdeditioqwidz kuppl\: ot by Ce e Telie
camoridge: Cambpidge ‘amversity Jx‘ess. 1959,

1]

~haney, W. A. "urendel aznd the gifgiols ) Legal Viev of
Fonsters”, . ..y LAXVII (1962), pp. 513.520,

fliadey . ircea. - : AR iranzlzted by Willard
o TPRSK, 'y 1779

B e ma W i AL A

lard .u Ur

SPRTCONy e I'" o Miepenis of valng ¢ ngially in 14 and
‘iidle raglisng® JoLby IV %19 }y Poe 831975,

Fisher, Peter . " he irials of tie pi: lerc in jeowull"
Eﬁ&&s LX<11L (1958), pus 171-1C3e ?

Frye, NHorthrop.
University Press,

Gangy ie %o “Approsches to SQ%QM"
mm’ ‘o wae 111 (19 p] s PP i

Jeoffrey of sonmoutn. gigt A ]
by JucobD liammer. uﬁwbl’idgé, L&SS-! “he zén:iiaeval
Academy of ‘ucrica, 1951,

ze Jsrinceton: Princeton

enee-nee  GiRtORY QL the i3 B e ireislated Oy
-gbagtisn uvangg reviscd oy . e Ulle W UOTK:
,uﬁh N‘Vl' 19,".1.

woldsiithy Farjarel ke "ue Luristion ﬁgwa;tga in 71 .
Seowulfl’, .2 LS (19°2)y pps 71 ..
hoprl.nted in Lw'!:i.s E. Micholsea (ed.}. 400 3

Y \..1 ) i }LI'Q awt{i- ch 1 VE"M ‘.! t;

Dane Press, 1963,

ﬁotrﬁ

Sl

Greenfield, Stailey .« " J” ;.lx; Le \ragedxi
m_hmm, ALV 1%2). Poe S1.107,




15%

Hamilton, Haria )ad*ett. "the Reli-lous Principle in

»; A, IXI (19”6); ""’?c 3)9-3310 §Qprinﬁ3d .
n a s .icholson (cl). A A 7 " it
gz&&&g;ggg dotre ODamey lndes bniveraity of stre Dave
Press, 1963,
domer. [ « Iranslated by Lord .erd, . londou:

P+le

fougny Gratace A _reface to "Ihe Fagrle .jeeugle ew forks

‘e We ‘orton and ompany, 1352,

Dﬁ'ﬂt'

fuppey Bornard B. '“

n..

Sonesy YRy Lranse all €l .
WQ&M Londoa:
L2

La84ey e L ﬁggn;gg&;gmgd__g£§;§ggg as the cnatrolling
e qq;a 3L 5 : . lgiﬂ' LY (IQSS)
p"?, 33 !"‘) v Ticholson (@ A.’

AL ntre ame, iad.:

B ;:"Hl{'? Qzlvi @E
vniversity Prass,

%L ard

!f‘

:ﬁprin e 1% Lcw 8 i

.euuele Lrans.
Hew York:s Simon

tazantsakis, “ikos. jhe J;
lated and Introduced
and Schuster, 1958.

by Him0R '“ ar,

8y de Po few Yoras lew ancricsa Liirary,
1958, .
crmmmnen g i ce  oO0doN: aciillan, 1022,

'€ .oindonr  Omfard uni.

ER R R R R & 4 st

Verqitv thss,:

Lawrence, w. W ﬁﬁﬁ%%’.
aarvar: Universii, Jre

85 f' Gordon., 6
marmoadsﬁorthx

cazarilig:s

Lewisg, .. 2. oadons Oxford




LiJ

Bty mnain ey wPe "Ihe Jril.lormil.ic Charactir of
S lauk’axﬁﬂ vtm.vativ,; DO“tryﬂ, a)%.",‘u, "1, }‘t‘VIII (1953)9
e (-}ﬂ"(i L’" ?g h virinWﬂ J\.n C 13 ‘. i'i 01.C ’)ﬁ (ﬁinlc
YWY, pb i BRe TOLTe Tiae, 10,3

Ak 1010, dagunli” or ;
onivers ty of *otr@ Dame ?ress, 1‘13.

Balone

a 11 ' S \30\«. ;‘é b = St w (1 - I $ )
, ?)l -172 *@;‘ilted 1"1 &gwiﬂ " i ;
l{ <y ! I me ER .

Totro ué, i-‘?i"ﬂij,

Vopan”agﬁnz

‘;lvation’
ppe 190.207. uﬁgli“bvﬁ 1n L ‘ ;1ehe son (¢ .).

s ankholagy g: ~seayalel xggt;c‘sg. fotre Jame, Indes
Jadversity oo totre Lame Press, 1U032,

siltong Joon. &gmp;yféfyﬂ: ng acd alop srose., Slltaed oy
Merrditt Yo CUgn@8s  l@W {ODKS &fyss@y Hr*@s, 1957,

Modameey o ey e

ITranslated oy o o “owatt. Londoni

L@t aiglutel and Intwolucad Dy  ajnus banusson
aad derman: C4lsscia.  sarsoidsworthi Senguin 208,
1 :-'w‘«)c

Pitllpotts, uSertha. '/ ygrd aad Providence ia n: la.uaxan
“housht", Essars §3g %ﬁgﬁaﬁﬂ, X1I (19273, po. 7.27
ﬂummarizﬂi in e gwar’s cure o eaglisn obad
A‘,liiu{a\j Qy - L.a. Gﬂla tb”,km R hew ‘a"r"‘rd' J.X

923G .

osla ?, Je Le "lmsign for "*x;/ ceyd Jhe Lalerth Intrigue™,
S 4, LAXVI) (1%2) o '?.
]

Aoutht Fe

Q
o AT )’11

R : B0 s WWO Volamus
iger wanoridre “niyersity Ciras8y 1977

sunflc diﬂh, Lavin . *“h@ I‘v41 o
WQ‘M“? . «.LT‘.“ ’i‘,ﬂf A

; .
l;ai?zﬁ, il a3

vhdeespeare, Williso. o
SPalge LOwions o

-t . - 2 oy
G N e L .li i W Oby' < a J.

un.li'-;fj’i’,‘:ii..f Pr@ﬁs, l‘)jw”



156

he o2an @b Boianl. Translatod aand Iatroduced by
e AYOTS, armzn&swartu; Pegnuin

dpensery boirunds 2403 grnbe nddtod oy Jo C. Lmitn
ant by de opgliazourt ~3a0ne fxlord Lalversity
Fracg, 1960,

rothy
A5y 1,05

stonbtony Te e Agg;a«wf

apide  o0.ond edditlso
o i
LA 'a'd) 3 wl ‘Zﬂ?ﬁﬂ Ak t)A i

A”s, .] P

st uu?imsaaﬂ T rle L AT

Intr ¢
Sigudur "ordalj Sciicti.

traasl

5"+
Tacltus. @roaniz.e  31ted Ly Rodney Jotter obinsao,

#ililiown, .onnes 'he Aserlican Philolosical [P

O ate
walits Carorldget owes azd OO S l)

sociaion, 1937,

”“}..L,;_zgl\,, « Mo W Thg
Londor Logarth ﬁr@ss, 1

Tolkieny Jeie i f@ﬁgﬁg&ﬁ: ihe Janat@rs and the writics”
il R T ;

»% ardbish .o leny, vull (1”3);, Die
@ ‘T-L ".h\:)ll:Otl ( ‘sl a 171

a7 3 . ol
£y ATy ey = sy e T
e % RVSAL] ‘nj“i\., sTlie 8

> rd
ﬂrass, 1.2,

indverity of ﬁ ‘ ‘ame

ia28. ronslated QJ ;il¢iqﬂ orrig; introduced
0Pt me toboats  ew Vorics wolller SO0KS y

%Mit@lack,%rathy-

Tew Yorss .ac¥illan, 1940,



o mm?,

o
1

e




	Book title
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


