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ABSTRACT

This dissertation presents a. new interpretation of the enigmat~c

.'Ugaritic text CTA 23. This study i~ supported by a critical

transliteratiOn and translation of the 'text, together with detailed

textual and philological notes. 'A history of interpretation is

included to indicate both areas of con;ensus and ~ disagreement

concerning the meaning and purpose of the text.
, ,

The study indi9ates that CTA 23 must be understood in the context..
of the ancient Ugaritic concept of kingship. It substantiates this

perspective by d~monstrating that there are numerous points of contact

between CTA 23 and the royal ideology reflected in the epic texts from

Ras Shamra.. Like t.he kings and royal progeny in the legends of Keret

and Aqhat, Ghe 'ilm nCmm are the offspring of deities and are nursed by

goddesses. These gods"who are invoked and ho~oured in the .t:xt, are

. -" .identified·with princes. The interest shown in ~he circumstances of

their birth indicates that the text and its underlying ritual served as

a royal apologia. The solicitude for royal parents. and offspring that

is reflected in~ 23 suggests that the text's Sitz im Leben was a. ,

\" royal liturgy aesigned to ensure the well-being of royal figures. .....
•
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INTRODUCTl'&

This dissertation presents a new interpretation of the enigmatic

1Ugaritic text eTA 23. The first twenty-nine lines of the text present
\

litu~gical rubrics, proclamations, and hymns'or prayers in an

abbreviated form. The remaining forty-seven li~s depict the seduction
•

of two women by El,/tJi subsequent birth of the :"gracious gods", and

the latter's passage through the wilderness until they find sustenance
l

of bread and wine in thl"."sown1land". The study argues that the

liturgical rubrics, hymns and mythological narrative of this ritual

IThis text is cited as SS by Virolleaud, Eissfeldt and de ~anghe.
C. H. Gordon lists it as 52 in his Ugaritic Textbook, Analecta.
Orientalia; XXXVIII (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1965)' (cited
as UT). We follow A~ 'Herdner's Corpus des tablettes en cuneiformes
alphabetigues, Mission de Ras Shamra, X (Par:l.s: Imprimerie Nationale,
1963) (cited as-CTA)' in designating it as 23. Three methods of citing
Ugaritic texts ar;-employed in this work. Where possible, texts are
listed as they are in R. E. 'Whitaker's' A Concordance of·the Ugaritic
Literature (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1972), as outlined by
the author on p. vi. Thus the fourth,line of the text concerning the
marriage of Nikkal and Yarig is cited 'as CTA 24(77),1:4. The first
number is· that of Herdner, while the number in parentheses is that used'
by Gordon in UT. The Roman numeral refe.rs to the tablet column and the
final ~umber to the line. Texts not included in CTA but found in UT
are cited by their UT number. Texts published in Ch. Virolleaud,.Le
Palais royal d'Ugarit, II, Mission de Ras Sh~a, VI (Paris: Imprimerie
Nationale, 1957) and Le Palais royal d'Ugarit, V, Mission de Ras Shamra,
XI (Paris: Impr1mef1e Nationale, 1965), J. Nougayrol, Le Palais·royal
d'Ugarit, II~, MissiOn de Ras Shamra, VI, VII (Paris: Imprimerie
Nationale, 1955, 1956) (cited as PRU) and J. Nougayrol, E., Laroch~, Ch.
Virolleaud, and C. F: A. Schaeffer, Ugaritica, V, MiSSiOn2 RaS Shamra,
XVI (Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1968) are cited by their excavation
number, such as RS 24.244, and cross-referenced to the v ' in which
they ~ere originally published or ~o UT if th~ are included in that •
work.

1
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text must be understood in the context of the ancient Ugaritic royal
'"

-
ideology.

•
The initial ~hapter of the dissertation presents.a transliteratifn ','

and translation of CTA 23. supported by detailed textual and

philological notes. This translation forms the basis of the inquiry.

Chapter II surveys the major interpretations of the

.date. It indicates:areas of consensus and isolates,

text suggeste4 to

those a~f
CTA 23 which require .further study for its proper explication.) The

third chapter argues that CTA 23 is related to ancient Ugaritic• •

theories of kingship. It demonstrates'that the '11m nCmm; whose birth

is celebrated in the text. have characteristics in common. with kings

These shared features
!

'j;Qe final chapter':;indicate that the "gracious gods" ,are royal figures.
. ,

and royal offspring as portrayed in t~ epic literature from Ras Shamra.

Like Ugari.tic royalty, the "gracious g~S" are begotten by El •and '

Athirat and are suckled by Athirat and Anat.

•

makes several rUggestions as to the function of eTA 23 and its ritual.

The empha~is P~d on t~ kivin~ ~rigin and divine suckling of rc;>yal

figures su~geats that the text and ritual s~ed in part as an apologia,
for royal status. The.general tenor of the text possibly ,eflects a

propitiatory rite ~cted to ensure :the well-~eingo~ per~ons.

~s st~dY draws prima~y upon Ugaritic materi1l, particularly

the epic texts, in elucidating CTA 23, as this material is part of the

s cultural, religious and litera~milieu as t~e text. The use of

arative material from other ancient Near Eastern traditions is
•

minimize the possibility of imp~ting to CTA 23 concepts,

, \
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and nuances which may have been foreign to Ugaritic thought. Yet as the'

Ras Shamra corp~s is limited and contains numerous difficulties, it is
,

useful to employ infotmat~on gleaned' from Near Eastern sources to

suppiemen~ the Ugaritic material. ·This comparative material is used to

support and clarify interpretations already suggested by an analysis of
"

material from within the Ugaritic corpus.

The interpretation of CTA 23 is important for several reasons. It

is one of the few major Ugaritic ~xts that has withstood successfully

all a~empts at explication. ItS meaning and sign1.ficance have
•

.remained a mystery. More important .is the fact that it contains one of
'9. ".

th~few myths in Which El is prominent•. Thus it attests' to one aspect ',.

•

., ,
of'the Ugaritic religious tradition that is not r~flected in ·the other

major mythological works recovered from Ras Shamra. Moreover. CTA 23

is the only Ugaritic text recovered 'thus far, and in fact one of the
6

few extant Near Eastern texts, in which ritual and myth are combined

explicitly. 2 Thus it is one of the few concrete examples that C"c'l be

cited to support the theory that Near Eastern mytholbgy was essentially ~
. . 3

the sacred word of cultic rites. The present study indicates that CTA

Zw. G. Lambert and A. R. Millard note that there ill only one
specific example in Mesopotamia of a 'myth that served in the cult. .That
is Enuma elis, which was recited before Marduk during the NeW-Year's
Festival, at Babylon; see Atra- asis: The Bab Ionian Sto of the Flood
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1969),·p. 7. For the litu gy of this
festival, see A. Sachs, "Temple Program for the New Year's Festival at
Babylon", Ancient Near Eastern Texts, ed. J. B. Pritchard, 3rd ed. ~

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969), pp. 331-334 (cited as
ANET). . ' • • . . ..

•
\3Th~ close association of myth and ritual is asserted in such

,influential works as S. H. Hooke; lid.. , Myth, Ritual, and Kingship
• t
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23 contributes t,o our understanding of kingship in ancient Ugarit.
"\

As e text is the lectionary for a royal ritual which defined the
/ .

re ionship between royal" figures andgods, it contributes to our

derstanding of the religious basis of Ugaritic kingship and clarifies

the ~a~ra~~racter.of,royal p~rsons. In so doin.g;, eTA 23 may

elucidate.certain aspects of kingship in other West-Semitic traditions,

such as that of ancient Israel.

, I
,J

,

..

. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1958) and 1. Engnell, Studies in
Divine Kingship in the Ancient Near'East (Oxford: Basil'Blac~ell,

1967). J. Gray states, "This text [CTA 23J"then plainly demonstrates
the close connection between·myth and ritual." . See J. Gray, The '
Legacy of eanaan, VT, Supplement, V; 2nd ed. (Leiden: E.' J. Brill, 1965),
p. 15 (cited as 19. -
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CTA 23: TEXT, TRANSLATION AND NOTES

Ugari~c text CTA 23 was" unearthed during the second seaso~ of

excavation at Ras'Shamra in 1930 by La Mission archeologique de Ras

Shamra under the direction of C. F. A. Schaeffer and.G. Chenet. the

tablet was recovered with a number of other texts from a building wnich

apparently served as a 'temple library and school. The archaeological
,

context of the tablet was Level I, a stratum dating from approximately,

by 130

tablet,itself is regarded by most

1century B. C.

~600 B. C. "to 1200 B. C••The clay

scholars as dating from abeut the fourteenth
I

Virolleaud gives the dimensions of th~let as 195 mm;

2mm.' The text consists of seventy-silt , lines of alphabetic cUneiform

,'"

1C• F. A. Schaeffer, La deuxieme campagne de fouilles a Ras Sham~a
(Paris: Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner, 1931), pp. 6-8 (extract
from SYria, ~931); C. F. A. Schaeffer, ed., Ugaritica, II, Mission de
Ras Shamra, V (Paris: Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner, 1949). p.
VII; G. R. Driver, Canaanite MYths and Legends, Old Testament Studies,
III (Edinburgh: T. and T~ ~k' 1956), p. 1 (cited as CML)'; T. H.
Gaster, "A Canaanite Ritual" rama: The Spring Festival at Ugarit", JAOS,
LXVI (1946), 49; J. A. Montg mery and Z. S. Harris, "The Ras Shamra
Mythological Texts", Memoirs of the American Philosophical Society. IV
(1935), 7. An account of the pre-war excavations at Ras Shamra may be
found in R. de Langhe, Les textes de Ras Shamra-Ugarit'et leurs rapports
avec Ie milieu bibligue de l'Ancient Testament, I (Gembloux: J. Duculot
Editeur, 1945)" pp. 7-31. '

- 2 \
Ch. Virolieaud, "La naisSance des dieux gracieux et beaux", Syria,

XIV (1933), 128. A. Caquot et al., Textes Ougaritigues, Tome I,
Litteratures anciennes du Proche-Qrient (Paris: Les Ediliona du Cerf,
197", p. 355, 1"', 'h. "Ol"~,,:","OO"" 190 om. 0,127 om.

\ 'J
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characters written in a single column on both s1Pes of th~. The

on aobverse contains twenty-nine lines, while 11. 30~34

,
short edge and the remaining lines are inscribed on

are ,'~itten.....
~~ $

the reverse. The
---... '

obver~e is punctuated at' irregular intervals by horizontal ~emarcations.

" '
There are nine such demarcations, following 11. 7; 11, ~' 15, 18, 20,

22, 27 and 29. ' ('

The te;t is in r~atively good condition. On~rner of the ~ablet
has been broken off and ,there are several areas where the text has been

/

effaced. The

and the lower

broken portion is the~er right corner of the obverse

right corner of the~verse. This break poses some

difficulty for the understanding of the first five lines of the obverse.

Similarly, the last six lines of the reverse require substantial
.

restoration before sense can be made of them. The rubbed areas do not

pose insurmountable difficulties but they do make the interpretation of

particular lines, such as 11. 15-25, 29, 57 and 63, problematic.

3CTA 23 is complete. This fact is indicated both by the nature of

the tablet and by the manner in which the scribe used it. 'fhe large

two and three column tablets, such as those employed for the Baal cycle
•

and for the legends of Keret and Danel, were probably availllble to the

transcriber of CTA 23. The fact that such tablets were not used

3The argumentation for the completeness of the text ;s that of I.
Trujillo, "The Ugaritic Ritual for a Sacrificial Meal Honoring the
Good Gods" (Ph. D. dissertation, Johns Hopkins University, 1973), p. 3.
Caquot also asserts that the text is complete; see Textes Ougaritiques,
p. 356. This position contrasts with Gaster's view that the text
continued on a subsequent tablet; see T. H. Gaster, Thespis, 2nd ed.
(New York: Harper and Row, 1966), pp. 434-435.

L__

"
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suggests that they were not reqUired to preserve the text. More

~onclusive ~vidence i~ found in the manner 'Y writing, which indica~es
that the scribe wished to use but one table~A comp~rison of the

obverse of the tablet with the reverse reveals that the signs o~ the

former are both larger and more widely spaced than those on the latter

side. From 1. 70 onward, hoWever, the signs become large again and a

wider space is left between the lines. It appears that prior to 1. 70,

•

the scribe was concerned

the completion of ~. 70,

abo~mpleting

he realized that

the text on one tablet. With

his fears were unfounded. As

Trujillo'observes, "The space left at the end of the ·tablet and the lack

of economy in the use of space

that CTA 23 is complete.,,4

in the last six lines strpngly suggest

"
As is the case with all the literary and religious texts of the

Ugaritic, corpus, it is impossible to determine precisely the date of

CTA 23. While the tablet itself dates from the Amarna period,_ it is

possible that, given thelconservative nature of religious traditions;
'",' .

its content is considerably older. Conversely' there is no reason to
, ~-,., ,
, :,>r .
regard this text as an archaic remnant of a phase of Ugaritic religion

that predates the bulk of the Ras Shamra corpus. 5 The prominence of El

I

4 . '
Trujillo, "A Sacrificial Meal", p. 3.

5 '
Kapelrud beli~ves that in comparison to the other Ugaritic text

CTA 23 is old, perhaps originating in a period when El played the
principal: role' in the fertility cult and before the rise in popularity
of Baal. In 'support of this view, he cites the prominence of El and
the absence of Baal in the' text. See A. S. Kapelrud, Baal in the Ras
Shamra Texts (Copenhagen: G. E. C. Gad, 1952),. pp. 71, 73. Citing
similar evidence, Oldenburg suggests that CTA 23 may contain the oldest
Ugaritic mythological passage that has been preserved. See U. Oldenbu+g,










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































