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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a commentary on a n~wspaper editorial

published in the Journal des Trois-Rivieres on April-20, 1871
r I '.

and entitled ",Programme catholique: les prochaines elections lt •

The Programme was com~osed by a group of French Canadian Catholic
. ,

journalists who", wanted to offer their compatriots practical

'polit~cal advice o~ the upcoming~ebec general electio~. In

effect, their advice amounted to qualified support of the governing- ,"

Conservative party..
. ,

The autnors' statement of'support For the CQnservative party

was preceded, however, by an argument that was the basis for, their
c

advice.
c.:;

The major premise of the argument affirmed that politics
.J '

~ ,1

is' subordinate to religion; ,the minor premise, that in a countr~

.'like Canada every religious community should have the necessary'
I

(J

practical freedom to exercise its form of worship~

In making this argument, t~ authors of the text took a

stand o~ the age old question of Church-State ,relations. Acco~ing

to the orogrammisteE' the Stat~'is "negatively deperrlent" on the
I

Church. That is the~essential relation making for order in soqiety.

Care must be taken, therefore, to have that relation reflected in

societyt s institutions.

<'
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Study of the Programme is enlightening at at least three

different levels. Historically, the text was a controversial

issue in the 1871 general election: it revealed a deep division

in the Conservative party in Quebec and affected that party's
I •

.,
-

subsequent develooment. Politically, it presented a coherent
~

accou~t 'of the structure an4 oueration of Parliamentary ,Govern-

ment, with snecial reference to the constitution~l position of

Quebec after 'Confederation. Philosoohically, it was a strong

argument for an "authoritarian", as opposed to a "libertarian",

society: and for t!"le traditional "natural", as opposed to the

modern "riatura'listic" vi~ of the world.

, I

at one

,

The bulk of my·thesi~ is devoted, ther~fore, to explicating,
. (;.... .

level or another, the substance of the Programme.

In ~y approach, I have tried to combine a classicist's

respect for the text before him with a jurist's respect,for the

case before him. This led me,' in the first place, to be careful

, :-t~ :Jose 'aryy artificial construction on the text. Instead, I

have tried to allow the text to,speak f.or itself as much as possible,
,

and indeed even to allow its authors to .make their own comments.

At the same time, I had to do justice to the text's multidimensiona-

litYe and ab~ve all to its practical and mora~ thrust, These con-

sideratiOns resulted in an approach beari~g some resemblance to
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the rlcase study" methOd familiar to students of law ~nd admini's-

tration. This method focuses on an event, on something that

nresents a clearly defined and usually very limited surface ares,
"

v

~)

while often giving rise at the same time to far ranging considerations.

My ,concern, then, with the Programme both as a text and as a case

prompted me to label my approach "jurisprudential". It is an

approa€h which I believe could usef~lly be taken up by other students

of society.
I •
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INTRODUCTION

(1) A general outline

St •. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, articulates a

distinct theory of government: "There is no authority," he says,

"except from God; and those who are authorities have been appointed

by God. •~ • Rulers are a terror not to good works, but to evil
L ....~-

ones. . • • It is not in vain that authority wears the sword, ~

for'it is a servant of God, an avenger for wrath to him that does
~

eviL" At the same time, St. Paul enjoins his correspondents to

adopt, in practice, a definite attitude towards government: "Let

every soul be subject to authorities above him. So that he
,.'..,

who sets himself~against authority resists the ordin~nce of God;

and they that resist shall in~ur j~dgement on themselves. Do you

~~sh not to be afraid of authority? Practice the good and you~

I

shall have praise from authority. • But if you practise evil,

fear. Therefore, it is necessary to be subject not only on. ..
account of ....rrath, but also on account of conscience." (Romans, XIII,

1 - Sr)
"

1
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-'
St. Paul's theory of government and his view of the soul's

practical relation to government represent, at least for Christians,

an archetypal affi~ation of authority. In this light, society con-

sists of rulers whose divinely ordained duty it is to deter men

from evil and of subjects whose duty it is to conform, the subjects'

conformity being motivated ~y a combination of fear for the rulers'

avenging sword and of consnence that- government is necessary"

for the effective working of the good. In practice, this combinatio~

of fear and conscience forms the he~ of authority and manifests

itself in an attitude of respect. As such, it becomes a principle

of individual cor~uct and a basis for social order.

It is in the light then of St. Paul's theory of government

that I propose to look at a text composed over'~ hundred years ago

by a group of Frepch Canadian journalists. The text first appeared

on April 2~ in th~ Journal des Trois-Rivieres, and bore the
- -'

title, "Programme catholique: les prochaines electionslt •

Only a few years before the publication of the Programme,

St. Paul's ~heory of government had been reaffirmed by an English

Canadian contemporary of the pl'cgra.mmistes, Alpheus Todd, in his

comprehensive book, On Parliamentary Government. It" began:

>



:. ;10'4"< ~-: ,"

3

Society. like the family, is of divine appoinl­
ment: and headship, in either case, has a divine origin.
In a oarliamentary government, rule and authority must
r~ceive the sanction of pODular consent, though it does
not necessarily emandte from the will of tne people. The
o~ligation of a king to rule righteously is as great dS \ 1
that of a DeoDle to obey those who have the rule over them.

Now a group of French Canadians sought to reaffirm this same theory of

fovernment in the context of post-Confederation ~ebec; more than that,

they tried to help it become an effective rule of conduct in practice.

(2) The terms of the discussion

The Pro~r~mme has not, to my knowledge, been looked at in

so r,eneral a lirht as that provided by St. Paul's theory of govern-

ment. Usually it is looked at from a more particular point of view.

Professor~ Neatby and Saywell. for example, see the Programme as

marking the ~ginning of the gradual demise of the Conservative

party in Canada: liThe debacle of the Conservative party in 18G6",

they write, "mi€,ht be said' to have its origins in 1871 with the
:c

publication of the Programme catholigue. n Similarly, Professor

Monel attributes the demise of the Conservative party to men like
/'

the Dro~r~mmistes, though he does not refer to them by name:

lA. Todd, On Parliamentary Government in England" (Lor.d.on,
1867), Vol. I, p. 1.

2, •
H. B. Neatby and J. T. Saywell, "Chapleau and the Conser-

vative Party in I..,!uebec", Canadian Historical Review, XXXVII, 1
(March, 1956), p. 1.

( ,

/










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































