>
:
m
=7}
[=
0
o
w
=
=z
>
o
w
—
wn



Title
181781741.pdf

Creator
Douglas, T. C.(Thomas Clement),1904- - McMaster University.Dept. of Sociology.

Type
text

Publisher
[Hamilton, Ont.],

Date
1933.

Language
eng

Description
Thesis (M.A.) -- McMaster University, 1933.

Subject
McMaster University


THE PROBLEMS OF THE. SUBNORMAL FAMILY
Thesis submitted. tg
bre 4. Lj.Mo Crimmon
Me Mdstaer: Unive‘t-'lsit?,j', Hamiltbny; 0ntl
Markh 17, 1933.
by

Rev. TufiC.s|Dduglas, B. 4.



II.

III.

THE PROBLEM OF THE SUBNORMAL FAMILY

INTRODUCTION - Dafinition
THE PROBLEM PRESENTED

1. S$tudy &f twelve women 1v1nb rise to subnarmal
families. Study of thbir offspring.

{a) Mental gtatus.
(b) Physical Joadition.
(c) Moral Standerds.

(da) Phenomenal Growth.

THE EFFECTS OF THE SUBNORMAL FAMILY UPON THE COMMUBITY
1¥D SOCIETY " =

1, Physical Effects.
2,‘}Hental Eftects
3. 'Moral Effacts.

4. éost to Society of this group of subnormal familieés.
v Rate of Incorease,

QXDERLYIKG CAUSHS OF SUBNORMAL FallILY

&,
1.5 Hereditary Causes.

(a) Physicsal
(b) Mental
2. Environmanval Causes.
(a) Home Influences.
?tfb) Sociml Influences,
{,(q) béohhmio Influences.,



Iv.

SUGGESTED REMEDINS FOR SOLWING THE PROBILEM OF THE

SCENORMAY, FMILY.

The institutions, and ‘the contributions that they might
make to the finding of a solution for the subnormal

fatily.

l. The Sta‘te.

(a)

(v)

(c)

Improved Marriaje Laws.

‘(1) Requirement of a medical certificate as to

Ehyéical health and ment&l soundness priop
o the issuing of a marrisdge liecense.

(2) % uirement of geven days notice of the
ention to DATTY o

3egrezation.
(1) Sodlal Segiegati‘on
(2) ‘Sex Segregption,.

Stenillization of physicallylunfiil and mental
defectives,

2. The Schodl.

(a)

()

(c)

Roons for "prodlem”children with specially
treined teaching staff.

Mechakiical and manual training fer those laok-
ing mental capacity. to'do work of regular
currniculun.,.

Organikzed. and Bupervised Play.

(m)

(%)

Interpretation of the sobial role for the sub-
norma: Eamily.

Ihterpretation of the spiritusl role.



IV. SUGGESTED REMEDIES FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM OF THE
SUENURMAT FAVTILY

The institutions, and the contributions that they might
?atolto the finding of a solution for the subnormal
amily.

l. The State.

(a) Improved Marriage Laws.
(1) Requirement of a mediceal certificate as to
physical health and mental soundness prior
to the issuing of a marriage license,

(2) Requirement of seven days notice of the
intention to marry.

(b) Segregation.
(1) Social Segregation
(2) Sex Segregetion,

(c) Sterilization of physically unfit and mental
defectives.

8.. The School.

{a) Rooms for '"problem"children with specially
trainsd teaching staff,

(b) Mechanical and manual training for those lack-
ing mental capacity to do work of regular
ocurriculum,

'6) Organized and Supervised Play.

3. The Churach.

(a) Interpretation of the social role for the sub-
normel family.

(b) Interpretation of the spiritual role.



INTRODUCTION

The subnormal family presents the most appalling of
all family ppoble“s; By "subnormal';we me%n.\( ) a fam-

/ -;fiQTi i; 3.6. anywh re f#othlgh
grade moron to mépta11  defectivo' (B) a family/hﬁoao
moral standards are below no mal, and mho,hre dal inquent;
and (3), as 8 nsual but not necessary corollary, a family
subject to social diseage, and (4), so improvident as to
be &8 publie charge, The subnormal family m2y not be com~-
posed of all these factors, but elther factor one or two
are to be found, and the third and fourth may be found,
In gsome cages all four factors mentioned are present,

It ﬁill thus be evident that since this groap 1s not
of normal intelligence, the ordinary methods of approach
are useless. The social worker, the leglslator, and the
educator.mist find some new method of approach to a prod-
lem that has been too long neglected, and too long placed
in the categoxy of the ™unment ionables"”,

To aspreciate the signifigance of the problem, we
must study the subnormal family as to the effect it has
on society. We must considér the causes that have pro-
duced this social phenomenan.in modern soclety. Without
a knowledge of these underlying ceuses, our approach will
be largely hypothetical, but having seen the cauees and
their effects, 1t remains for us to considér remedies that
at least mitigate, if not remove, the problem of the sub-

normal family from the midat of modern sociedy.



I, THE PROBLEM PRESENTED

In order to see the problem in {ts true perspective,
let us study the case of Weybturn, 8ask., which has a pop-
ulation of approximately five thousand people., Of this
population, there is & growing group of indigents who are
entirely dependent upon charity for their support, and who
have lived on city relief for several years, This group
amounts to several hundred, and at first glance would
seem out of all proportion tc the population; but upon
¢loger scrutiny, we can see that it is the direct result
of a failure to cope with the problem of the subnérmal
family during the past twenty years.,

In order to illustrate that, I have taken fram
their number, twelve immoral or nommoral women., BEy im-
moral I mean common prostitutes, and by non-morsl I
mean women who are mental defectives, and have no
«nowledge of right or wrong, but who are used for im-
moral purposeés by their husbands or athers. From these
twoelve women, the charts which I have submitted show
that there have ocome two hundred descendants, of whom
one hindred and seventy-five are living., These twelve
women had ninety-five children, and they in turn pro-
duced one hundred and five offspring.

The following table will phow how this pheromensal

inocrease has come ahout,



:Children: Total :House-: No. : Na. : Total

: Zfrom - :Degcend-: holds: Moral :Rated : Living:

: Mother : ants :3et up :Jpelin;qgieint'a :Normal : .
¥o.l: 9 i 10 : 1 . 5 A Y
Eo.2 i 9 i 9 : 1 f - ; - i 8 ;
ou3 : 4 5 : 1 : 1+ - i 5
N4 : 5 . 8 : 4 i 3 s i 8 .
Ne.5 : 2 i 9 : 2 . 2 1 ;o8 .
Fo:6 . 9 i 85 : 8 : 6 6 : 25
No.7 : 18 I os6 . 13 . 4 - i a9
Bo.8 : 9 : 16 : 4 : 6 1 & : 15
No.9 : 10 . 14 : 3 i 5 i 10 : 10
No.20, 8 i 16 : 2 . - i - :i10
No.11: 8 % . 3 i 2 i 9 i 16
No.12: 4 i 11 _: 4 - P2 i1

. 95 ! 200 i 46 . 34 4 34 ;175 .

(a) From the above gtudy of these twelve cases, it will
te seen that this grovp is mentally subnormal. Of the 175
who are living, only 34 graded normal, By that I mean that
they were atle to move from grade to grade at a8 moderate
pace,. even taking into consiiieration their natursl hindrances
of environment and physique. Many who did not finish Grade V11l
but who did fair work while in achool, have %een counted normal.
This leaves 141 who would not be considered normal mentally,
Of these, some are small chilaren about whom it mey be too
early yet to mike dogmatic predictions., But even this leaves
& large proportion of indiwviduals who have npt even normal.

intelligence,



Becguse this olass tend t¢ inmtermarry, as I have
attempted to show.ih the charts submitted, the second
and third generatiions are ncarly always worse tham the
firat, The result is an ever increasing number of
morons and imbecilles who continde to bel a chargq upon
society.

(b} This growp must also be coensidered subnoimal
physically. Aside from the malnutrition as shown by
the many cases of ridketls, there are even mare ominous
indications. I would be -diff ult to give exéct 'statis-
tiocs, but ten of the \twelve ch2rts submitted show venereal
disease in some member of the family. The caseiof No. 4
is typical. This woman was horridbly disessed, and as a
regult hér whole family ar¢ suffering. The two youngest |
are suffering from grth:itis& Thq dan ghter was compelied:
t0 leave sehoolwhen the.disdmsge ;hicﬂ\éhe hed coniraotédl

,from her mather broxe out inm her tonsils,

This group tend tp infpct one another. ThHe eldest
son in No. 13 married the eldést:daughtér,ig\ud;.é;.uﬁe
is a mentally defective, but I havp no reascn to beiéeve
he was diSeéqu. But hig~€1£a was .and now he .and IRe;
children are inchted;

(o) This grogp are dlsp morally subnormal. In the Above
teble it will be seen that.from these women have come 34
moral delinquents. I have not counted ‘children:guilty of
small orimea, or having ugly dispositionms. I hgvg;in-.
oluded only tHose with a-police mourt record, gnd those
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whom we know to be illegdl parents., Others among thim
number we may suspect of sexusl license, and other crimas,
btut we are oounting only those criminally convicted,

Thirtyéf?ur moral delinquents from 175 individuals,
many of whom afe only btatiesg, and so may be potential
delinquents, is a very alarming figure. It means that
20 to 35 percent of the offspring of these twelve women
are already morally subnormal,

This does not include the generally low tone of
morality among these people, which ocamnot be shown by
statistices, bht which is very low. The case of No. 3
ls a good illﬁétration. Wnen tke school nurge found
that the daughiter of the family was pregnant, she im-
mediately took her home. The mother's only -comment was
“"Come on in, Dearie, and don't cry. (Mother will fix you
up all right", &snd it was only the threat of exposure that
prevented an abortion taking place., Since the child's
birth about & year and & half ggo, this girl has been in
hospital for miscarriages, and has had to be sterilized
for the protection of the community..

(d) Not only%ane tle se people mentally;.physically and
morally subnormal, but they present an additional problem
by reason of tkeir rapid growth., Twelve women produaing
95 children meLns 8 birth rate af 7.9, and for total
descendants, an averagze of 16.6 children per each one of

the original twelve women, When we remember that the



avera;e tirth-rate is in the neighborhood of 3.1, we

see Just how aldarming the situation is. If this group
should continue ta be as prolific as im the pdst quarter
of & century, we would have well ovar one thousand descand-
ante from these twelve women in another twenty-five years,
Onp thousand -peeple, two-thirds of whom are mentally
delfeotive, and one-fifth morally delingq ent, would create
& problem of horrible magnititude. Surely the cont inued
polioy of allowin; the subrnormsl femily to lring inté the
wor}d large numbers of inlividuals to i1l cur Jails and
méntal institutions, and to live wupon charity, is one of
consummata Tolf&.

I1. THE EFFECTS OF THE SUBNORMWL FAMILY.

The effects of a large indigent class, of which 20%
are moéral delinquents, and an even iarger percentagse morons,
camnot but be dctrimental to the community.

1. Consider first the physical effects on the-community
of the subnormel fémily. ag can te seen from a perusal of
the twelve familieg recorded, many of .them. are 'diseased.
From the retords submitted, it will be seen .thut there are
at least twelve women ¢r girls who are living as prostitutes,
and who are diseasdd. The Medical Health Officer reports
that the eldest daughter of No. & .is a constant source of
‘inrection to all wandering and subnormel men in the naighﬁorr
hood., This may be congidered true of the others, for the
Med ical Health Officer states that he' is hendling three

times as many cases of venereal disease in proportion to



other ‘ailmenta, as ten years ago. This leaves little doubt
thas this class are nat only infecting one another, but
also ithose with whom they come in contaect. It is true, of
doursie, that those infected are of a low'moral order, but
not always. Sometimes men from fairly good homes, tut

who are working in the city, are accosted by these women
and are in due course infdoted., How many have been thug
affected, 1t is impossible to say, but their number must
be ‘large, and the effects lasting and detrimental.

2. Cansider the menial effeats of the subanormal family
on the commnity. The fact that of the 175 living:off~
spring of the twelve women being studied, only 34 graded
nérmal,gmeaﬁs‘that a large peroentfige have not the mental
onacity to attain even a public school educatidén. Take

the ocase -0f Frank. , son of No. 2, who is twenty

years old,.but cannot do Grade II work; or of Muniel, the
granddaughter of No. é; who at fifteen years of age could
not do Grade:II work. Most of these children are moved on
f?Qpﬁgréd?:to grade wnen they have bveen two or three years
in the sdme. room, not because they can do -tHe'work, but to
pravent thenm from becoming obsfinaté?and unmanageable,. and
because they tend to become ring leaders among the-smaller
children. The law compels xﬁem toéattéﬁd.sqhopl,}qutﬁthe;
make 14ttle or ro progress.

The result ias a general siowing up of work.in the
room in whioch they are placed. It is only naturdl that the
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least promising child sets tue pace for the room{ 4&nd

in this case, the pace is tiat of the proverbial snail,
There sre three putlic schools in this city, in addition
to the Collegiate. Most o? the indigent clacs attend one
of the public-schools oh tlie séuth slde of the ciity., The
r%@hlt‘is that this sd1ool is dlways tehind the other two.
It is outcl sged in matters of stuqJ, onorts or 'deécorum
forrnog only does the ~ubnorma1 Chlld 1ou r the averuie,
tut the ajquge ckildidoes not.dg-as caood workfin an at-
mosphelre wﬁich g far from stimuloting, and whieh fzils
to ciall forth hia best efforts.

Hence a latrze number of nubro'rmal chlldren in the
c&mﬁunitj cannot but have a jetr;mehta} Pffect onlthe
muntal btanda“du and 1nte*luntua1|att¢inménts of|tH
communlty,

3. The moral dffects of tie subnbrmal fanily are of &
necesgity pernicious., The group of Juvenile delinguents
found.-on paces 1, 5 and 9, farmed & gang of ishopbreakers
end:ithieves who were freqﬁently seen in, juvenile court,
Not oly did they stimulate one another to lawbreaking,
but it was foumd that they were Influencing other boys
wiho were neithe;ﬁreltnquent nor subnormal. It was only
vhen the gqng;whs'ﬁréken up-by serding the ringledders
to Indusirial Sohbol, thet their influence among otiher
boys was halted. Even yet, those who remain, by tihéir

language, standard of morals and conduct, tend to a
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ldweriing ¢f the moiil codbl among|ther schoolimdties)

Ihe same 1s truk off Fhe delinguents-whosel delinquency
id of a aexudl inathirel ' D# the 34 moral del-irqients, at
ledaat 28 gre guilty of illegal pgdnertage, or dldbrtionk
WHile most off this group affected! mainly theilr ows tlhass),
ndvertielidss some of thzhiiwere a pouresg’or vemptafi on| ko
schioolmhtds. The preégence| in eny adchopl or o mmunity of &
grnonp of. sexuslly immeral girls is bound -to.make for: g
lovering 4f morie) stdhdards. Abbulbt te tixé tHat somb of
thiese girls became illeigal mothers, the sitdation became
sd-common that much.of the stigma seemed| to havle been|re~
moived, andl the facts werc liccept efllas! a sdmattern of. course.
The boys included-in this dlags ¢ften had resdrnt to Ffooll
but petentiially finhle girlsg, wio thus btecamd' conbtaminated.
It ig almogt impossiblie td estimaste theshoral effiect .that
a grogp like this ‘can have.lon theé younger geneéréatiiion who
ﬁﬁqfsuscgpwible to the wpone(l codes ¢l those atdat thems

4, ABothér effecht &f tle|'subnormil fdmily 4s the-eost
ofl mainterdance, It may bd.a mercenary view to take of the
prigbled, yet in view of mOuinting»f‘cq.xaf‘itb'n,? 1t |ils of-importance
tol the averdge ¢itilzen to know th® effect of the:- subhormel
family -on hig tax -bill.

Almogt all of the 178 individuals listed in thel!abpve
ftable .arekept by the-oity or ¥y tHe state. Thliis is not
entirdly dlie to the present/adverse. economipg:conditions.
Mary of thbse’famillés have beer kepl, at ldasgtl partidlly,



by the city or bty lockl charity organizationws for many
years. There are families like XNos. 1, 3 4 and 9 vho

hed to receivie help from the city every winter, eyen

ih prosperous timés, But now that unemploymeat is common,
the whole group are living on relief, and have.been for
ovar iwo years.,

The City of Wéyburh :gpent $3,900,0Q0 for the nmohtH
of January 1933 oh the Keeéping of ‘these families; ghd this
wes not the hegviest morth of the year Uy any means.. When
we také'into considerstion the share of the Provincisl. and
Fedgral -Governments in this sxpenditure, wa can get some
idéa of the tremendous cost inbdlvead.

In'addition to the ¢ost of keeping thlete femilies,
fs ftHe cost of their medicel’ atﬁenticn.' :'il!&ols'?ti of this|is
torne Yy chdrithtle organt ations, the \Ci»ty,;ran-d the
kindness of [the medicali'exd dental men in town. . The cost
of bringing most of thgir children “inbo the world is btorne
by the city. The cost of dental work, eye correction smd
operatilons is torne by the citizens' relief organizatidn.

In additionto the'cost of the-keeping of ‘tikese
famillely. ig.the expense of educating them. ':Tl%xe,;-Schb_q];
Board ‘estimates that it costs $70.00 per yedr for gvery
child in Public School. (Here are wen_a"-ﬁd;imﬂre’d} ¢hildiren -
involvlng an expense of owver {7000,00 - only & small per-
centage Of whom fan ever :-be'ex;;e'ctgdto give to the state
any adeqyate reéturns for the monpy- expended. In the case
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of §6. 2, for instance, it costs $560.Q0 per ygar to
edueate thils family, to 'say nothings of xeeping it,
and yet A is doubtful if any one member of it has
derived any materfial benefit from attendance Bt: school.
In addition to &1l this codst, Is the expense af
keeping thase wad are in Mental Hospitels, reformatodries,
ahd jails, Take the cese-of .Jo.;1, Not onYy does thé
City xeep, c¢clolthe ond take care of the family, tut .if
has to pay for the upkegp of the two btoys sent 4$o thé
Industrial Schpol. The state is required to keeép thé
eldest boy wha is in Jjail; and society is ealled upon
to bear -the expense, through the Salvation Army Hone,
for the cost of bringing the illegitimate and imbecile
c¢hiild of the eLdest’daughter into the world. Or:; take
the chse of N¢: 10. Thig woman Las té be kept in a
government owned Mepntdl Hospitall, and all df her chilldren
ape being kept either in an Orphonage, or om city .relief)
When we vealize that .thls cost:is mourt ing rather
than flesreasing, we get some "idea’of what the cost will,
bg In the futurne. The above table ‘siows tlmt whereas there
wane twelve homes to begin with, “there are now 46, .And
thig doeg not take intio accaunt:ieil the young married
conyiles who &fe living with thair parents, but only those
who hgve set up separate houséliolds. This means that in-
gtoad of having to provide for twelve 1ndigent”iam111é§ﬁ
the City is.called upon to provide for 46; instead 'of
heving the upkeep of 12 women, the city has now the cost
bf 175 additional tndividuals on 1ts hands.



«12-

Kot only are thiose or relief increasing the cost
0of their upkeep to the Goverrnment, but alsp thdie in
institutions. Take for example the Case of No. 5b,

This woman was confined tb the MentaliHogpital &8 &
mentgally defective. She was allowed out on twe oo«
casiona to live with her hursband. During thesé times
she lived as & prostitute with hig consent. Eoth df
her ¢éhildren were born during visits home. Now she is
again in the Mental Hospital, and- hér unfortura te children
&re with her. Thus the initial cost td'the taxpgy er has
been treéebled in her case. This may exgléin why in this
prgvinge both Mental Hospitals are crowWded to cgpadity,
and why the bost of caring for the mentally defdctive 1is
steadily rising,

It would be difficult to predict the cost to o ciety.
of these 175 individuals, but taking into-acceundt the money
gpent upon direct relief, the cost of education and medigal
care, and ~the expense of malnte iningrinstitutioiis for their
mentel 1y ‘and morally defective, 1t must run intc thousants
of dollars, ad this without any vigible setisfectory re-
turns for the money invested,

IIX. TEE SUBNORMAL FAMILY - AND GONTRIBUT ING CAUSES.

If we are to deal with the subnormal family in an
intelligeht &nd scientific manner,we mist first determire:
the ocauses that héve contributed to 1tspresent cordition.

We will olasaify the causes into two groupss 1, The|Hersditay
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Causges, 2, Theé Environmbntal Causds.

1+ There was a_ time when heredity Wagfhiamcd'al-
most entirely for the subnommal femily. Biology has
sin¢ce shown us that aoquired characteristicsisuch as
moral délinquency and pHysical laziness etc. cannot bde
transmifted. But Biology has also ghown .that heredity
1s responsible for the memromusculsr sét-up with whickh
the ¢hild beginsg 1life. Thus the area of possidility 4in
eveéry child's life is set b¥ the organism.givenito it by
1ts parents. Hengece the importdnt part nlayed by. hkredity
ag a8 cause for tie subnprmal family.

(a) ”Lem'ns-first think of the physical ¢ause with refer-
.pnek ‘to Weredjty. The fact tiat out of the twelve famrilies
we' have ‘heen Studying, ten of them nhave venereal dimease,

rought’ in - oy ong o both. of. tLe rafents, is indieative . of
the large part physical Qtsease’ plays in the subnormal family.\
The reéord shows that in nearly &11 .bf these families the
Medieal Healtn Offiéer has had to treat- the children who
are infedted - most :frequenhtly in ‘the eyes. The ¢ase of
No. 4 1s most noteworthy. The entire family has been in-
feoted friom childhood andd at different times the children
were compelled to leave school,’ The youngest child will
not likely ever ovsfcome thélﬁandicapf since'heiig d1lmost
deaf. Tts needs littlb*elaborationtﬁb'sée=that'thé trlpé-
migsion of physicedl disease has played & largy part. in tge
ereating pf-the sudnormal family,
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{b) The samp is true of mental défectiveness as a
contridvuting factom,- Of the twelve couples started
with, Nos. 8pr 3, 7 and 10, ocne or bvoth parents were,
or had been,-gpn Mental Institutions .at some time, and
in the case:of No., 10, the mother of this woman had
beén mentally défective and had been confinéd te an
institution. Ii the case of No. 1, the father and
mother: of this womah were first ceusing, and she her-
self is a ow grade moron. Here we have four patiients
from Mental Hogpitals, one low grade moron, and seven
who would not grade more than high grade morons. It :is
not to be wgndered at that of the 175 living descendants
of these twelve gouples, thére are only 34 who would greadq.
normsl, and that there are .alregdy 6 who are confined in
the Mental Hospital,

It is therefore evident that mentalidefect iweness;
trangmitted firod .parents to children, has plapyed & large
part in bringing about the condftions that produced ihe
gubnormal family,

2. Thé enviornmental causes are not . go easily tabulated.
But tihere can be little doudbt that enyironment is an important
factor in the subnormal family. We will deal with three en-
vironmental factors. 1, The Home Envirornmemt; 2, The Scoial
Environment; 3, The Economic Environment.

(a) The Home Environment It wadld be difficult to decide

whethier the subnormal home iz the causge or the effect of the

subnormal fanrily, Certainly it is true that it is the sub-
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normel fsmily that gives rise to the undesiralle lome;
hernice it is an effect. But it 1s #lgo triae that the
unfavorable home reacts detrimentally upon the faiily,
and especfally the children; hence it .is also a canse.

One camnot vigit the hames of theé clags listed
id the ahjpve table without realizing that” the home is
no small factor in the subnommelity found there. Thne
writer has -had siome 'smell experience in the slumsg of
Creat Britesin, and of Chicego; it for .£ilth, squslor
and unwholesome moral conditions; asome of the homes
1iated aﬁovefhave‘never‘been equalled in his experr
ience. For insthnce, Case.No. 1, where the oldest
‘daughter had a ahild to her half-btrother. Tle mardl
atmosppere in this home could rot be anything else but
unsavory, to gay nothing of the dirt and filth. Qr
Case Np. L1, where two ertire families are living in a
three-room . sehck. Priyacy is of coursé imvossible, snd
despite the fact thet the children are normal, there are
unmistakhtle signs of moral-dsgeneration, because of the
~home: influence,

In the case of No. 8, it would be impossitle to
sstimate thd evil effects of the homé., The aother ig a
prostitute, and as soon as the girls grow old enough they
follow in her footsteps. It would bé strange if they did
not, they-are exposed tn the whole disgusting tusineps 80
repsatedly that it has n0~stigma to them-. Th@-gasenof-thg

boy,; Bennie,,6 in this family is a sad one, He 13 bright



-16-

and shows indloations af rising acove his envircdnment,
but as he has reached puberty, there have beém ominous
signs that unsoc¢ial traits are heing developed, and
there can te 1ittle doubt thdt this is largely due %9
the home environment.

The same is true of Gase No. 4. This man encaundged
other men to visit his wife, and since she dikd:he has
encouraged the same attentions to his daughter. The
only stipulation being that they keép him supglied with
liquor. The home was the scene of frequent debauches amd
drunken orgies that must have left gn indelible impressi a
in the minds of the small:zr children.

More cases might bte citéd, but these are sufficieht,
to show that most of these homes provide a very unhealthy
environment, not only morally, but as to cleanliness of
body and speeach.

2., Social Environmen't.

The socizl contacts of thls group are mainly con-m
fined to their own class, hence the sociel attitudep sef
up are largely unsocial, For the children there -are
schbol dontamcts, but even here that is limifed, since
most of them attend the same school, mand the tendedgy 'ts
to associate with those of their awn growp . The older
membens of the family associate almost entinely with their
own friends drawn from the indigent e¢lass. The result is
thet thay terd to set up the mores for thein ownigrowp,
rather than to live by the moral staniards of sciety.
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On mdny cucdfions of moral dellnguenscy, they sseem ta

havé no feeling of shame, but on the contrary they feel
that adaiety has dealt harnshly with them by Interfering
in their private affairs, The girls vho have givem birth
to illdgitimate oiffspring have-lin the main refuséd to
part with them, ahd seem to. feel ma compunction about the
censure of sopiety.

The reason flor this may be due to the fact that they
are somewhdt avéided by ether social grows in the city.
This tends tio forece them among their own class for
companibnship. It is vnly natural that %hey will a vaid
those whos¢ moral staerdards they have defied, and se¢ek
to assodiate with.those who pladé -no stigma upon, théir
conduct. But in 'deexing these asgsoclations they give
rigse to & group ‘that gsefs up 1ts own gtandard of morals
and tends to sofiten 4if not entirely, to amelierate, the
ostracisin of:sbciety.

3. 'The EcdnbmﬁcggnVigggmedt.

Here agalh cause and effectiare closely.inter-
relatéd. For while We recognize that it is because they
are subnorm&l that these vpeople are ecbromically destitute,
yet we must also recognize that evonomie want plays a large
part i# aggravating and extend ing their subnormelity.

Mpbst of these men'are‘unskilled laborers, whose work,
evén in good times,, {s uncertain &nd irrezular. There arbl
& Tew months in every year when there-is no employment; and

whén an economic depression comes, thej are the first to
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begome unemployed, an@i the last 'to be akle t6 o0Btain
employmerdt. Even wheh they amre.workiny steadily thelr
-wages ard smal 1, and “they are never far from the line
of snbsig¥ences-

The women are nearly all such pbor housekeepers
that nbtbne;wili hire them. They are dirfy and care-
less, and-what makes the situation almogt hopeless, they
have no-triaining whatdoever, -even in the simplest house-~
work. The cnildren“in:same‘caees are bright encugh, But
tney.hawevab'ofﬂeh‘been‘guilky.ofHStealins that most péople
&are reluctdnt to hire them. -One of the boys on page Ko. 1
of the. chajts gubmitted was ‘found viork by .the writer on the
iﬁzemlae to make good. Tune business mam was satisfied with
the work done but fownd. that the boy wais taXking money,
and rinally caught him in the . eact, It wpuld be aldost im-
pogsible. to secure this boy a position ih town at dny fhature
dsite.

434 to thi¢ the fact that these indiividuals have neikher
the foreseight nor .shrewdness in thé sgending of “tHe little
money they do gamn and iv w111 be ev1dent that their economig
status is gene:ally-low. Some of them buy radlos on the in-
stalment.9lan, end make a Tew pay;;nts' only to have the
“machine recowéred. Others buy foodstufﬂs “in & caaned or
prepared condition, instead of%murchasing basic commodities
and preparing their own food. It is not unusial t6 find them
buying prepared brealfagt foods, p?aparad mustard and olives.

Maney is often spent on showy clothes, rather than on semvite-
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dbleé and warm clothing.

More might be stated, tut thrhis is sufficient th
show that the ecotomic position of these peopled is un-
favéorable. The réesult of course is malnutrition on the
part of the children. Note how meny im the charts have
ricketis.gnd are undernourished. Many of them.need medical
and dental care, and some need glasses. Parents and ¢hild-
ren are not properly clothed. The lack of any pocket money
islargely reaponsible for the thefts committed by the boys
listed as morual delindquents. How much of the prostitution
can he trihced to economic want, and how imuch to sensuality,
ig Aiffficult to say, Wat there can be little doubt that
poverty and want Have played an important part id the
physical and moral daunfall of the subnormal family.

IV, SUGGESTED REMEDIES FOR THE SUBNORMAL FAMILY.
In attempting to find a solution for thé problem of

the subnormal fémily, one 1Is traversimg an almost unexplored
country. Soclial .philosophers have propourded theories, but
1ittle or no progresa seeams to have been madb asg 10 the
gsolution. The jobstacle lies 'in the slowness with which
pﬁblic apinion can.be‘made aware of the problem, and the
diffigulty of getting the state, thie school and the ¢hurcn
to act with any desree of unifermity. To the legislsator
these:people represent votes; to the educationdlist, ®"problem"
child ren; and to the clurch, podsible converts. To get all
threé of these institutions to see the problem, and the
part louldar remedy whieH they oan supply, is the task of the
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Lés us approach these suggested rémedies to -the
problem ¢f tHe subnbrinl family, keeping in hind the
ingtibutions undér whose jurisdictipn they would c¢ones.
Since the State, thé School and the Church have esch a
contribut joh to malid, it -would be better to donmsider
these remedief undér :he headild of the institution to
whoge let they would fall.

1., The Contribution of the State.

The protilem of the subnormal family is chiefly one
flor the State. Sihcé the State has the problem bf legis=
lating in the best intdrests of Society, and -sirice we have
seen that the subnornal family is an ever inereasing menace
physteally, mentally and morally, to say nothing of g
constantly rising expense, it .is. surely the duty of the
State to meet thi's prodblem.

The. suggestéd remedies which the State.mignty e,;fect
are three tn,number; 1, Th; Improvenmgnt or~Exf%ﬁipéFnBrriage
Laws; 2, Seégregatidn; 3, Stérilﬂiatioh of Unfit,]aﬁd Increaged
Knowlédze 6f Birth Control,

(1) (a)' The first suggestion to imorove mappiage laws

in the interests of solciety, 1s to demand « med icgl .certifi~-
cate prion to the issuhnce of & marriage licegge. ;Thié
certificate would certify as to mental and ﬁhys;qgl fitness.
From the cases necotdefl, it can'te seen that.é§ny;in&ividuals

were mBrried who were diseased; and in some cases mentally
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defective, .To the issuer of marrisge licensea there is

no option but to supply the required license, provided
thhat both parti es oan s:r-ow thet there is no legal barrier.
Yo the Clergyman or Justice of the Peace performing the
service, there is no alternative Hut to proceed, even
though he may inow that one or toth are unfit to become
procraetors of human beings., Wbrd’awceftificdte required
to certify 4& to mgntal soundness . ard phys;éal health, it
would make impossible the marriage bf:couﬁiés like No. §,
where both daughters«arehmantally4defective, and No. 8,
where the eldest ‘ddughter was pregnant’ and diseased at the
time of marriage, and has dinte dnfected her husband and
children.

It will beé argued in some guariers that this will
work a hardship upon people desiring to marry, but surely
the importance of future generations warrants some slight
inconveniencs. Afiter all, marriage only occurs  once in
a lifetime for the average individual, and some precauntioni
should dot be looked upon.ap kundensome. When we consider
that it is now almost impossible to take out & life insurance
poliecy withott a mediicpl examination, surely an examination
before eéntering-a rélationship pertaining t.o parenthood
should mnot bg too mﬁph to ask.

This watld hot, of éou:se, prevent the alliance of
thase td wlom the mavriege bond means little. From $hé
records of those under dJdiscussion, it will be peen that
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sgveral hhd entleréd & stateé of cohabitation prigr to-
thelr marriage. 1In {fact the writer performsd the
marriage gervice for Lawrence an his' 'wifg- on Page Ko.4,
while theif 6 “menths 0ld’ ehild cried in &n adjoining :
room, It*mayibb—armqed‘t%at>§a§és like these oould-noj
be curbed by demandinz a ¢ertificate as to health, since
they would; simply Yorm a uhiory without any matrimonial
sanct lon from spclety.

This may -be granted, but tHée suggested medical
certificate would Rt ledst make it imgossitle for those
wlid dre dliseased. fnoni marrying & totalllly unsuspecting
dnd idmpcent paytner. On several occdsions girls from
this clmss have been married to:men of normal Intelligence
gnd morls, and thné results have been disagtrods. By the
réfjuireont of & médirecal certifichte,th@\ﬁhyﬁicﬁl con-
ddtion wf toth parties wonld be revezled, and eny contract
erfitereéd into after that would ke done knowing the dire
consequences.

The second improvement tn existing marriagé leglis-
latdpnﬂwauldwbe the rpquirement of seveq;dgys notice o¢f
the intent tlo marry. This quid prevaﬁt many. of the
clandestins marridges that daily teke place. The writer
has in mind & boy of 16 a:n,d'a cirl of 14 who went to.a
neighboring towh twelwe milew away, and persunaded the
fasuer of m&bri&ge licenses that they were ofi1legal sgge.

Thgy were married and Wwent on tour for some six weeks.
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Opon their return the prodlem had developed to the

place where an annulmsnt w9ul@ only have aggravated

the gitagtion., 4As & result, s subnormal hame was 88t

up, and & boy:and £ikl were parents long befors maturity,
Hafl they been nequirkd to post notice of intent to marry;
their perents-would,in &1l probatility, have been informsed
of their intention,.and a catastréphe vould have been
avérted,

Many objdctions hove bdén rdiged o' this suggestion
Yecause of the idconvénience involved., Yet men are kept
walting one or tw mdnths befloré¢ their application is
accepy ed by o lodlze dr club, Surely no indiwidusl regfrds
marrilsge, so. Yightly that he would consider the advance
ha¥ice of th= event & hardship. The feelings:and convénience
of the individual should in this mptter be subordinated to
the goad of the 3tate. The prevention of marridce by
adidleazcents, bigany and ill-cbnsidered allinnces is mome
imzértanit thiin the troulile of registering ih advence, the
intdmt con .t o marry.

dere agoin.we would only téupgh ‘"kcze who.weére willing
to dabide by tiie law, and could not £ffect tlose'who entered
intg 11licit unions, btut a4t lemst 1t wodld dct ds a check
and prevent mnch of the deception that is practfced upon:
unsuspeocting indivilduals.

(2) As has been seen, tie suggested amendments to marriage

leglilslatfon would only act as m check. We mudt deal mord
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directly with the subnormal femily. Toé this end ségre-
gation hzs been suggested. This word has come to.be
interpreted in so many wiys, and to-be used in so diverse
theories, ‘that it might he well 40 explain exactly what
14 meant.

fa) Socinl Begregation,.

By segrégation we héan the locating of this claas
in a community by themselves, where the physical, mental
and mdpal effects ligted above wohild no longexr affect
the. comminity. Soéciety does not hesitate to-segresate
cdriminals, lepers or any others that threaten the wal-
being of society. Thera can be Llttle doubt: that this
group exercise alhh influence that is detrimental and which
cbuld best be removed by segregating them.

Ahothen -advantaze of such segregation would be that
they wotld tecomé less of a publia burden. Host-of the
men listed above are good workers, but poor managers. The
writer has heard farmers 3ay, for instance, that the fathers
in homes Noa 3 and 4 can do more werk than any four men in
the neighborhood. Yet these men have never been able to
earn enough-to support thiir families, which Have consequent-
ly btecome &8 charge on the community. They have tried farm-
ing, draying and contracting, all to no avdil. They posseds
the industry, but léck the initietivea tp succeed, wlere
déoisions of any dmpontanse have t6 be made.

Were these families placed on & state farm, or in a



colony where decisions could bve made for them by a
competent supervisor, and where thelr buying could

be done for them. thore is no reason why they could

not become splfrsupporting. With proper supe rvid on
the wpmen could become better housewives @and better
marazers of the family finamce, Even 1f the colony had
to be subsidized it dqould not cogt &as much ds 1% does
now to keep 41l 46 hauseholds on city relief.,

(v) Segregation of the Sexgs.

The suygestion hag been made that in such a
colony the sexes should be separated, in order to
prevent the meproduction of mentally 4nd physically
unfit children. This would be very difficult to en-
force, and wouldl be an-unnatural modle of life, It
should only he tried if the next suggestion were re-
Jected, namely, sterilizsgtian,

(3) Sterilization ¢f tre mentdlly and physically de=-
fectivie. has long been advocated, bwt only recenhtly has
it seeped into the putlic consciousness., From.the day
when Plato wriote his Republic to the present, eugenists
have advanced various solutions to the problem of the
defective, but sterilization seems td meet the require-
ments of the situation most aptly. For vwile 1t gives
protectibn to society, yet it .deprives the defective of
nothing except the privilege of bringing into the world
children who would ohly be & care to themselves and

charge to socliety.



-26-

Bome have objected Lo sterilizatiom om the grounmds
that 1t is depriving human beings of an iraliienable
right. But medical sclence declares that it is posaille
to be sterilized and yet have sexual intercourse. In the
main this is all thé defective &ska. A4Amonz them the parental
instinot is not paramount, Yut is entirely subordirateéed to
the sex urge. Thus sterilization would deprive them of
nothing that tuey vdlue very highly, and would make it
impossible for them to reproduce those whose pregence could
contribute 1little to the genersl well-teing 6f'society.

Had sterilizatidon teen in effect, 1t would mean that
the families No., 5 amd No. 10 would not now be in existence.
Both of these women were ‘incarcerated in the Mental Hospital
prior t6 their marriaze, and had they been sterilized &t that
time, it would have reliaved society of some of the burden
they are now carrying,

The ot jection is raised th&ét sterilization might be
sbused. This is igranted, There are possibilities of abuse
1n apy lorward step. Bit the ethics of the medical pro-
fession have always been of & very high order, and we have
entrusted to them many duties jugst as delipate and as capable
of misuse. The matter would ha've te¢-be handled carefully.
Only those-mentdlly defective and ‘those incurably diseased
should be sterilized. Many subnormsl families whose intelli-
gence 1s not of & high order are capalle af reilsing useful

citizens. But society &hould have some voice in the charges
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and résponsiblities it will assume, not dnly dow, but
in the. generations to come.

Sterilization wohwld apply only to the defective,
and gdt to the subnormals. Yet the question of limiting
the family of tihe subnprmal is of paramounf fmportance,
gince large families are wndoubtedly one of the causes of
their extreme poverty. This might bYe done by a discreet
disgemination of contraceptive knowlefze, that would en-
3blle this olass to Limit their famllies to a sike commensur-
atd with their econbmic and socikl stdtusg. With fewer
children there 1s little doubt that they could give their
families greater opportunities for advancement.

It has tedn argued that this would tend td incressed
4immordlity. But we might point out that a lack of such
knowledge has not prevented immorality. 4&lso, that most
immoral persons uare in pospession df this infermation,
while those who need it remain in igneorance. The re-
marible thing about moderin society is that while those
economically capablie of rearing children practice birth
control, those ih a statd of poverty are deprived of the
necessary information.

Leiglislat idn might be passed gziving to family
dootors the right to impavrt the necessary data when the
family h#d. reached a set fiigure. This would prewvent the
raising ¢f families of sixteen and eighteen by parents un-

able to properly clothe br feed them.
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2. Coniribution of the Sehpel.,

If the problem of the subnormel family is to be
solved, it will have to-be largely done among the grow-
Ing children who are impressionsble enoush to develop
new social attitudes, It is here that the school ca
make a -lasting contribution to the solution. of the
problem,

(1) The first suzgestion is that of placing all the
subnormal ¢hildren together under the care of a teacher
spéolially trained in management of "problem"™ ckildren.

Ixperiments have been made in a8 amall way with
some of the children re¢omded here., It was foundidot
only that these children 414 their best work when in an
environment of equal atility, but that they did not hold
brirHter. children bacX by keeping them in an enérvating
athosphere,

The whole tendency is for the brightet pupils to
monopolizeé the teachep's attentions The result ig that
the backward pupll is florgotten. The teacher tends to
think the child obstindte and ungovernable when the
pupil is .¥eally Just desperately behimd the rest.of the
clgssy, With the class ktohsisting entirely of "prohlem™
ahildren, the teacher conld regulate the pace to the
oapacity df the ehildren. The teagher would be able to
texe into considératipn tlle capacity for work each:¢hild

posgedsel, and regulate heéer program accordingly. This,
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it has been found, hes givér the subnormel child encourage-
ment and enadvled him to absord the work.at a pace for
which his mentality is fitdted.

[2) The second suggéistion hs.to what conlribution the
school can make to the problem of the subneurmsl femily,
is to prepdre a curriculum that will be in keeping with
the mentslity of the subnormal child, and will fit him
for life. Most of taeme children find it difficult to
lehrn the ordinary sutljects on the curriculum, but tley
are often capable ofl agquiring considerable gkill in
mechanical tasks. This might be illustrated by tle fact
that the schooll nurse for the city lLiags formed a clags
from amongst these subnormal girls and women. They coulld
never be tansit arithmetic or geography, btut .some of them
ghow pemarkable dexterity at knitting and sewing. The
same is true of the boys and men. Some of them could
easily ve tRught mantal traininz and they show & remark-
gbtle interest in any wibrk thdt they cén do with their
hahds.

After all, it is useléss ta expect childrenw itHout

the¢ mental capaecity to assimi®ate studies meant for a
noymal, healthy child, ind 1f the 'subhormal child cannct
do thie work, at least when it. becomes more complicated,
surely sometliing, thet he could Iearn would be of value
to im, Moa&t of the cifildren in this group will never
aspire to university wofk, or &ven high schpal grdduation,



-%0-

Bht they will.set up homes, and if the schoél could
help them to te beiteér housewives and more useful
citizens, s great contribution would be made.

(3) The third suggestion flor the .school 'to-help the
subnormal femilly is the dspvelppment of oOrganized and
superviseéd play. The most noteworthy lack among tlie
children of these famiilies is their inebility to play.
The writér was given m grouwo of eight of these bdys who
are listed avove as moral delliriquents, Jubt after they
liad teen relcased on provation from:the juvernile e¢ourt.
In joining them into a group, the gnestion was asked,
"What can-you do?" Well, they could fight, ryn or
alimb, but trey couldn't play games. The team work
required in pgepmes waf beyond them, They knew notiing
of that group loyalty, that ig the bond binding tle
hearts of mosht normitl boys together. They Hdad none of
that dread of "telling tales" so charapterisitic of a
healtlily boy. whenewver they had commithted = crime it
was only necessary to corner one, and he would tell on
all the rest in the hope of leing released.

This is largely due to the fact that playground
sport is mnorganized, [He @thletic Hoy is selected to
represoent the school at field meetis, and on school teamas
He competes for cups ami meddls, tut the underncurished
ani under-priviléged boy whio is too Awkwerd and slow to
understand the rules of the game, is left eut of the sports
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mosts,

If play were oprganized &nd supervised:, every clhiild
woald be playing on sbme team, add finding an outlet for
their superflluous energy. Am instructon could lay the
emphasis on the slow awkward boy instead of the promisi ng
athlete. The resbhlt would blg that these child ren would
develop a normal piay life which they now lack, This
might be done by orgarizind the dhiildren on the play+~
ground into groups composdd of tliose or equal or reafly
equal ability. In'this way tHe Bby or girl would rot be
hopeledsly outclassed, and at the sama timg there would
be the incéntive to graduate firom one group fo another.

%, The Contimbiton of the Chureh,

Perhavg there is no institution atout whivse conmtri-
bution so little ean be saild, but which ean contritute so
much to the regeneration of the subnormal family, z2s the
chureh., Its chief funetion is to help these people to
interpret tkeir rdle ir sooiety, in the home; and in the
Kingdom of God. Most of thiege fenilies héve growm up
with an unsodicl attitude. 4as long as they can r enember
they have lived on charity, been looked upor as moral
lepers, and shunned as undebiratld company. To-give to
thege psople a feeling of self résvebt and to help them
to visualize the role they might play in the building of &
finelr world, is.a task of cologsal magnitude.
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(1) The churck mumst first help them to Interpret their
gocial tole, They want to hg like otier people. but
tu:y don't know how, The other women of tide city have
teag < they would l1ike to have teas. Thke busine ss men
form cilubs - tHen these men would like to fom a club.
They imitate otllers because tiey want to be ITike others,

Heére ig the tasi af the church; to find an outlet
for their social deslires. To help them to play their
parts &s parents, as ciildren, as ecitizens, .and as.human
Beings. They dp not kiow how-to go atout it, but they
need only the su.geztion. Life for malny of them is
é¢mpty and monotonous, They have that instindtive desire
for. social a-yprovel anl recozuition so characteristic of
all human beitigs. This the church could 4o by helding
them to ¥uild their sociél life around its human fellow-
ship. By boys' amd girls' grouss, by having a place for
women to gather and learh the useful.art of housekeeping,
and giving to tHe men & ¢entre of interest anmd a place
where they are in esteem, the church cdulf help these
peoplé to make gocial contacts and build np soctdl -selves
that would become realitieses

Dr. W. I, Thomas has pointed out -that affection and
recognition are two esgentials.to the development of =
normal 1ife. These are two of the things that the eimrch
can supplys By her great doctrine of Brotherhood, tle Church

can call men intp a gew relationship of ‘affection, emd by



Her democratic spirit of equaliiy, she can give to
these socially repnessed individuals the opportunity
for sccial expredsion and recogniltion.
(2) The Church must also help thess peonle to interw
pret their gpiritusl role. Many of them have fallen low
tn the social secaille, but no lower thar society bhus mmde
them consclous. of having fallen. Their sense of worth
has teen impaireds. The elmrech has the tasx of hél ping
them to find their status in the Kidgdom o1 God: They
need to learn whai the Fourth Evangelisati meant wheén he
said, "To thém gave He powsr to become Sénsg of Godr.

It is berauge the Church has power to help men into
a new relationshi» that her contribution is so Important.
Nothing can Lift these pe plé faster than their own
evaluation of themselves., Once they nave re-avaluated
themgeélves ih the lLight of the Kihgdom of God, other re-
forms will follow naturdallyi But uhtil $hey have develcped
sufficient self-respect to care, thére is little that cam
be don¢ far them. Hence the Churcl has the opportunity of
ooming to this elass with a message of hope and deliverzance
that PIf amy men be in Cht st Jesus, 4k is & new creature.
014 things hawve passed away, behold, all things have become
new.®

There may be a tendency to feel that this class lack
the cepacity to apprapriate the Chureh's doctrine of God's
Divine Patherhood, 4t times, one might be tempted to thirk
that religion hlas no pléce in their social and moral uplift,



but whien we remember Darwin's description of ihe in-
habiténts of Tierra del Fuego, as "the loweat ih the
scale of humanity" - a people walking on &ll foursy
grunting like animals and eating human beings, Yet
after the Rev. Thomhs Bridges had speunt come -yedrf
among this tribve of cannibels, Darwin again wrhoie con-
cerning thHem, "™ The success of the Tierra del Fuego
Mission is most wonderful, znd demes me, as I always
prophesied utter failure , v.v..ene I certa rnly should
not have predicted that all ithe misgiomearies in tle
world could huve donme what itas bean done™,

It ia to this same transforming power thet tue
Church must look if she would 1ift. the subnormal
fomily, When education &nd-Yegliglation have feiled,
thiere ir gtill One who can take ihe broken 2arthenware
from life's garbdge heaps and make them vessels of
honor in Hik temple .of love. I t¥e Churcia would’ pléy
its part 1n the salveging of these szocial ontcgsts, it
must dring te the problem its belief in the rdgenerating
power of the Christ, the "expulsive foree of & rnew
affeet ion" and the assunrance thet "He makeltl &1l things
newt. |

To these thred great institutions is givien the
task of Bolving the prohlem of the ‘subnormal family.
The few remddies suggested here sre fregmentary amd in-
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adequate. HBut If we shall at lesst come Yo recoghize
the prodlem and to seek 1ts solution, therp is hope.

The problem cannot be evoided. It is here. Upon the
dggree to which we prespond to- thia problem will depend

the perménence df our civilizatiom.
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