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SCOPE AND ,CO~ENTS:

The subject ~tter of this thesis'i~ the concept of Superman as
;/

develop~d by Sri Aurobindo, a gre~t thinker of modern India. This concept

is found t~ be the result of an extensio~ of the scope of ancient Vedanta
.~-

"

in an effort to answer,existential questions of the modern era, like! the

destiny of man and society, as well as to accommodate with the~fndings
, ~

of modern sci~ce. The work is primarily an analysts of the writings and

practical efforts of Sri Aurob{~do, and secondarily a ,consideration of

Indian and European
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to his philosophy.
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PREFACE

.
The Superman, a being functiohing with the Supermind as bis natural

endowment even as mental intelligence is the natural endowment of man, is,
\, .. ~ - ..

the focal, point of Sri Aurobindo' s philosophy of' "the life divine'. In •
,

the following pages an attempt ha~ been made to examine this concept from

two main perspectives. One, the devel?pment of the concept as p~rt of a

complex ~-sided vision of life'and ~eality~ two, .as a unl~ue conc~pt

compared to similar concepts old and new, and in relation to cognate

ideas fD Indian,and, European traditions. In this study besides Sri Aura­

binda,' s own works ~ "most of the bookS and papers produced in the ED.'glish
, .

language on'his tho~ght have been consulted. In the course of my long
{ ..

contact with the"philosophy and yoga of Sri Aurobindo I have learnt a
C • •

good deal from discusSion with a rtumber of people given to the study of

Sri Aurobindo' s philosophy.' . I acknowledge my debt to all those whose

words wr~tten or spoken have helped me to understand Sri Aur~bindo.

I am especially gratef.ul "to Professor John Ar~pura for supervising

the work. I am indebted to him in many ways. In fact the period of my..'"'-

association with him forms a' signif1cant,~b.;LsE7of my mental life. I have

found"in tum' a rare thinker who combines in' himself the ilis1g~ts of Indian

and Western'traditio~s.

, It vas my great privilege to ,s,tudy BuddhiSl:1 and Advaita 'vedanta

with Prof. T .R.V. Hurti. His criticiSl:1 of Chapter In; of this wOrk in

which I have dealt with Advaita rather critically has been of much help

to ce.

--. -.....,

..: .
iii

Professor George Grant by co:rl.ng into contact with w/losc great, ,cJ



mind'~ was initiated into a new fine of approach to ,the study of

destiny kindly took pains to go through the work, and offered constructive

"criticism on important aspects of it. I am gratefulJto him for all ,the

help I 'received from him. I amyals9 indebted'to Prof. ,C. ~eorgiadis of

the Depart:ment of Philosophy who made himself always available for con-

sultation about Greek thoughts. •

I have' deep gratitude to MCMaster University for th~ unique
, .

. opportunity it has given me to study Eastern and Weste~ thoughts with

a number of distinguished scholars in the Department of Religion as well

as in the Depart:ment of Philosophy. I am thankful to the Canada Council

for mak1 ng my practical ,problems ,lighter with a good Doctoral Fellowship.. .
I~measure of debt to my wife also for, among other things, the

difficult job of typing the first draft of the thesis.

The first American edition of five maj~~ works of Sri Aurobindo
- '-,.- ---

The Life Divine, Essays on the Gita, The'Synthesis of Yoga,.The Ideal

of Human Unity, The Human cycle - wasbrough;t. out in 1949 .by The S~i

. Aurobindo Library', New York; I have used this edition· of the above

'mentioned boo\tS. ' As numerolls editions of these and other books are coIirl!Jg
',. -" .1 -~_ •

out I felt it urgent t'o gbe-"ref<irence to the Chapters of the major books
~ "'-~~ .

in addition to the pages.

The s~ond'Chapter of the thesis. 'A Study in ~he Sources', was

the'cost difficult part of the project for,me. Wherever, I drew conclusion
-- .< " , • •

,~,.", .~; .-~ ... - - - :.,....
.1: "did' it vi"th .S*0hcsitat.ion. What seems, to be conclusive in this respc.ct

, ?

_,is strictly tentative, as defin.1tive conclusions arc both difficult to'

arrive at and not considered absolutely necessary for the pursuit of my'

,>

:

subject.
/ .

'-,- '.'
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

. Sri Aurobindo is acclaimed as the ,prophet of the race of

Supermen. The idea of ~ higher type of man was spelled out first

"'('

by .Nietzsche .
, ~ .., .. ,.~~

After Nietzsche, it is Sri Aurobindo ~o has

developed the. idea of Superman very. thoroughly. S'ri Aurobindo's

His superman
\.

concept,of the superman is generic and evolutionary.
.~._~ ~

is to be understood only in ,terms of the way in which he looks

, uPon ·evolution.

Evolution

Evolution means an orde.;-ly de't~lop;;;ent. Ancient thinkers

both in the East and the West have tried to;account for the multi-
.,~.;.......,..-

pl1city of the world, and in the Ih"ocess have formulated certain

theories of evolution. For example, early Greek thinkers traced

! .'
the origin of this world of multiplicity to one' primal-substance.

.. .... ...
Thales considered that-substance to be Water, Anaximenes took it

"

to be Air. whereas Heraclitus tended to think it to be Fire.

Similarly ,in Indian philosophy, Sankhya has trie~ to show that the

wrld has evolved out of one indivisible pdiria1 stuff called by

it Praki-iti. Other schools of Indian and Greek thought have tried

to show 80t:le primal principle. mostlysupersensuous. as the root

and origin' of the concrete world of multiplicity. The primal

1

.<;.",

;'
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/./
unitive pri~ciple, in moat cases, is, superi9r and supersensuous;

the concrete manifesta't.ion is, diverse and secondary or inferior;

Formal sciences, on the other hand, would not recognize

any. insubstantial, unempirical stuff as the root or origin of the',
world, and they cannot, strictly speaking, make any valuestatements

·either. So the same word 'evolution' (an ordered development)

describes a process of general entropy in Geology' and a process 9f

splendid outflowering in Biology. In the former, evolution

stands for the emergence of the stellar univer;:~ the sola~

system through that dissipation of energy from the radiant

activity of the nebula which, after the rich temporary diversity

of our present planet, will lead eventually to the inevitable

extinction of life and movement. In the latter, evolution stands

for the first manifestation of vital proc~sses, the emergence of

the multicellular from the unicellular, and the onward and upward

development which has its present culmin~tion in'mankind •
.J

•.

However, it is the Biological sense of evolution that

has exerted a. tremendous influence· on all disciplines that deal

with man, his life, society and destiny. This has happened after,- -.' .. \

the publiCation of The.~rigin of Species by Charles Darwin in

. '

1859. 'Darwin tried to. account for the countless varieti~s of living

things on earth. Variety results' from the means adopted to survive

in the tremendous battle for existence. Members of each species

compete with each other, as well as with members of different

species, for a chance to live. mthis. competi~ion any helpful



3

variation giv~s its owner an advantage over neighbours that are not

so well adapted.
(;'

Individuals or groups. with, such variations wiLl

win the struggle"for existence; .. they will live and reproduce

while others not so well equipped will die. This proc~ss has been

designated as Natural Selection by Daz'win•. ' In Darwin's time,
•

I.' howeyer, very little was known about the process of variation.

Darwin could not distinguish between inheritable and non-inheritable

characteristics. Later studies have demonstrated tha~ acquired

" ~racteristics are nllt inherited by the progeny. -Variation' takes

{.lace mainly through mutations.
_ 1

Modem studies of evolution have shown
that inheritable variations arise in .at least
three ways. Many develop because genes
change••• Other variations appear when chro­
mosomes with their 'sets of genes make new
c~binations ••• Still greater changes take
place when chromosomes· are doubled or when
sets of chromosomes are repeated in the
process of reproduction. 1 '

All' the same, Vari~'tion and Natural Sel~t1on remain the last words:""f

the Biological theory of evolution. '~ost authorities also agree

that natural se~ has controlled· the results of inherited

variations, just as Darwin supposed". 2 ,~.

Now, what does Natural Selection mean? Normally,

selection implies an intelligent action -- apprais eli:ent and
<

decision. Certainly DarWin did not.attribute~ln~elligenceto

,.""- .

",
Vol.

-.

.~-

"-~"-

-'.'-, -~-"

''':'':':7~ .•_ .

2Ibid., p. 334.-

le. L. Fenton, "blutiotf,.., U;Th~'world Book Encyclopedia,
6, (Field' Enterprise Educational CO"Iporation. 1973), pp;;':;:333-334.

- :../.~.:, ..~. ,-~,

.....,- -'-,....

, ..
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Nature. He has used the term only metaphorically. It stands for

the shifting process in' nature, but this process is mechanical and

unintelligent. What does eventually determine this selection and

consequent variation? Biologicql·theory has really no answer to

this question. "Darwin's hypothesis is mainly concerned with the

effects of natural selection between variations, not with the origin

'o'f ii ,,3var: at ons .
.'

h f <q 1Again, t e struggle or existence ~resupposes,awil to

live. Without this vital impulse the struggle carries ~o sense.

If survival is the objective the~ there is no necessity of evolu-

,tion of more and more complex and higher types; a rudimentary type

~ organism might survive b~tter an~ longer. Thus, without proper

answer about the principle of life and the upward tendency of
"

living things the meaning of evolution remains undisclosed. The

last word of physical sciences is accident. They attribute the
,- .

emergence of the universe to a series 'of 'accidents. Similarly,

'the last wnrd of Biological theory of evolution is random variati'on.

They attribute the 6rdered' and systematic evolution of living

creatures to random yariations. Order in the'universe is so

, ,

'perfectthat it is difficult to conceive that it resulted from' a'i

number of accidents. There is a wholeness in any llvlngthing; 1

no amount of chemica~ and physiological data about living organisms

can adequately account for this wholeness., The core of the matter

-----­ '.

,

3H• Ho{fd~ng"A History of
(DOver Publications. Inc.)" p. 445 •...

Modern Philosophy, Vol. ?
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, ,,"

-- a solar sys tem in. the atom -- is a mystery. 'How the physical

energy transforms itse~ or evolves into vital energy 'is another
,

mystery. From physical energy to conscious mental volition and

thought is

'..for this,'
I· I -

~IOng way. Random variation is no explanation

Perhaps science cannot go beyond the sphere of positive

"',

,

, '

to philosophy. \ Natu~al' sciences
. . .... ~

evolution and have unearthed a great

of the whole ,thing philosophy al?ne

.. A large number of philosophers, particuiai-Iy of the

coniprehensJ.ve' ,unders tanding
., ~."t~ ­

-.' -.'--,

c~' ltelp" us:';,~ ',c,
~ , ~

mod~ peJ;iod,,.t have developed theories of evolution.

have established the fact of

evolut~on we have to go back

'------.---. . " .~

the struggle'·of life, for self-expression, but for a fulle! and
. , ..'

"

dea~,of information about the wonderful hierarchy of species and
L"t

evidences, perhaps ultimate questions are not the concern of the

scienceai., In any case, in search of the meaning of 'life and

'We shall.. .

S./~

AI~xa~de.t", wh,ich are very close to Sri Aurobindo's view/ of evo~u-
-- ~'/

• ., -. ;:). -.l /''''

,d,on and which will help bring Sri Aurobind'o!s theory into relief':
:' ~~ /

~; a fuller &tud~:Of different theori~s of eV~lut~~~ri-

son with thilt of S~ Aurobindo, the reader i~rred to the

, ~- '--~ d ~vor~ of Maitra, ChatJdhury, Srivastava, ,Misra, -and Re~,.

.."," ..

" ,
" ,

,Hegel'$,Iae~ of Evolution

, . :' !
'Ac~~ding to Hegel.Ahe

"
universe is a process'Df ,

" ~.

•

'e\i~titiQtl~, The Ab"sol\fte is realizing itself throuSh lhis process.

-Evolution is-' bJ:ing guided by the Reaspn of the Absolute. Since 0

.' -.

/

;p'. ,

, .
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it is

follows
,l<

follows

the Absolute manifests i~lf through evolution, evolution

. the pattern of Thought or Reason which is absolute. Thought
\')

the triadic rhythm of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis, arid

a continuous pro,:,ess. We see a number of difficulties for this (,...

position to account for the fact of ~voluti'on established by the
,

natural sciences. First of all, the Absolute of Hegel, being

They 'are only magnf,fied and heightened forms of normal human

Thought and Reason, does not seem to have the potency of evolving
\

notation as' ca~ied'by the Consciousness of tne Upanisadic Brahman ;,

,It is seeking

Secondly, Thought or 'Reason, which isthe time.

for ,the Hegelian' Absolute, does not have the con-

The Absolute is not'truly absolute.'t::th, rId.
ilment all

e other name'
:;i

tbought' and reason to which we can hardly at,tt:ibute the capacity
- . -.., ..~ .

. .:... ,. . ~.', / .
to, create and evolVE;, a concrete world of multiplicity. Thirdly"

;..

"
"

the triadic cnncept~on,of,evolution is too narrow and inadequate.
I

Thought may follow'" this 'process, but for a living world to limit,

,1,.7lf/ t/' is unimaginable. ,There is conflict and struggle

~?~process of evol,ution, ~ut eonflicts' n~ed' not always be
,,,", <

resolved fora step~,fo:r;.;llrd. Life is so flUid:, so-,dynamic, ,that
,

", ~::~.~- ~ . .

. its movements cannot 'be, "bound by a suppos~ ,law of the' operation
" . • j "". ' / :

of the mind. And, in, fact, evolution is not ii,\ con7Jnuous and

I
otraight as suggested by the Hegelian law of thou~t•. Thi:J

triadic law xestrlct5 the freedo:n o,f tile Absolut as well as thnt

\

[.

,. '

of, the Evolution. There are caDY oissing li in the chain of
.i·

evolutiOn. How ·would Hegel a£count' for the%:i?
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Creative Evolution of Bergson

Bergson's Creative Evolution.presents a"different picture. ~

He takes fuli cognisance of the constant change that meets our

eyes- on ,all sides. Change is the basic principle of Nature. In
, .... , \

fact, he' reduces the universe, to Life and its principle; )Fe
elan Vital. This principle_o~ life is in cons~t movem~; it

is the Reality: it is the neve~endin& flow of Time or Duration.,

-----This con.cept .pf life and movement accounts squarely _for the

perpetual creation, invention ~d generation of continual novelty.

It rejects the mechanical view of the Biologists as well as the

teleological view of the Begelians. Mechanical theories conceive

evolution or new products to be calculable from their causes,

, which means the past gl.lverning the future. Teleological theory

conceives evolution to be a process for the realization of a

specific future; 'here the, future is the controlling force for
'~ .

the present; They are, according to Bergson, outside, and as

such faulty; views.of evolution.

Evolution will thus prove to be so=­
thing entirely different from 'a series of •
adaptations' to circumStances, as ~echanism

clB!ms; entireiy different also from the­
realization of a p~an of the whole,' as 4
maintained by the doctrine of finality.

,He therefore urges ~ to look at evolution from inside'and have

the intuition of its innate tendencies which brook no control, no
.-

4 .
Henry

A. Mitchell (New

/

Bergson~ Creative Evolutlon,~thorized trans. by
York: The Modern Library, 1944). p. 113.

r-/

"0






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































