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ABSTRACT

'.

•

An exam)natj.on of th«Lhundreds of books and articles

p'rod~ced by,sociologist~ of sport reveals, ~mongst other

thil!ss, three ,important omissions in this Iite:rature:
>'t

( 1 L-

until recently little seri~us attention has been paid to the

disorderly behaviour, roles and rituals of sports spec-

tators, and to the wa~ their behaviours are broadly interp-
:.

reted and understood in domin>ant ideology; (2) there is a

lack of c~ss-cultural studies o~ sport and sports crowd

behaviour; (3) there is a paucity of information on the role
~

of the mass medi~ in sports violence in general, on how the

media treat sports crowd disorder an~ o~ how, 'f at alIt

their treatment ~tributes towards dominant ideologies of

the issues involved. '

, The study attempts to redress the neglect in these

areas by examining the relation between sports crowd

disorder, the mass media and ideology in two different
or

international contexts; the United Kingdom and North

America. The theoretical framework employed derives from

Marxist theories on the production and reproduction of

ruling or 'hegemonic' ideas, and has been broadly adopted by

an ln~er-disciplinarygroup of scholars working at the

Centre for Contemporary ,Cultural Studies at the University

iii
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af'Birmingha~, Engiand. Essentialiy, 'cultural.studies",

- \ . . ."
the_mainstrea~perjPectiveof this group is now called,

a critical-material~st concept of ideology to show 'how
, \

~. .. . \

ideology is created\and,signifled, and how it shapes the
\ ' ,

public cona.ciousness\.

. \
In compl1anc~ with multiple-method approaches

advised by cu~ral sltudies', data" were 'coilected by way
,. -.... ..

syn thes is' of methods ,.\ including:, (1) semioti,c. content

analysis of'media reports of sports crowd disorder and

,
~ports violence; (2) :interviews,and observations with·

involved pllrties (spo.rts spectators, sports orianizations,. - ,
media personnel, etc;,); ,( 3) a questionnaire distributed to

profe$sional sports organizations ~n North America.

The study shows that the media play an active, not

passi~e, role in sports crowd disotder and that~ partiall~

due, to differential techniques of media codini and signlf-

ication, dominant ideological understandings of sports crowd

disorder in the United Kingdom and North America are very

different. In essence, while reports of and responses to

British soccer hooliganism have displayed all the classic •
. ,-I'

symptoms of moral panic, any presence or threat of ,sports

crowd disorder in North America appears to be consietently

downplayed (by official and unofficiai parties) if not

denied in more explicit terms.
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'Up 'till now~t has been though~ ~ha~ the growth of ~he

, Christian myths during the Roman Empi.re was possib)..e on'ly
becauseprinting.was not yet invented. Precisely,the
contrary. Th'e' daily press and the telegraph, 'which ina
moment spread inven~ions over the whole e~rth,fabricate
more myths •.. in one aay than could'have formerly been Qone
fn:" a cent.ury.' 1

•

"

I ".

1 Karl Marx
(writina on atrocity stories in the Br1tish press during
the Paris commune--in a letter to Kugelmann, 27 July
1871) .
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-- INTRODUCTIQN

In contemporary'. society, 'sport has developed into

one of the principal ~~d mo~t influ~ntial compdnents of
. . ~ , '

. .
popular culture, and as such is .of enormous significance for.

sociology. Few other elem~nts of popular' culture are so

extensively and consistently reported upon in ,the mass

media; or discussed in mundane con~ersation. Only.a cursory.,

glimpse of sports coverage in the media is necessary for
. {

purposes of v~fication, but sociologists of sport have

provided more convincing data: (1) amongst the large and

diverse selection of sports magazines available on the

market today, Sports Illustrated has the highest circulation

at some 2.4 million (Leonard, 1980:265); (2) American radio

stations broadcast nearly half a million hours of sports

annually (Leonard, 1980:265); (3) in 1980, the three major

American television networks (C.B.S, N.B.C. and A.B.C) ran

more than 1200 hours of sports (Leonard, 1980:265); (4) over

100 million viewers worldwide watched the 1985 superbowl,

and the 1980 Olympic Games and 1982 World Soccer Champion-

ships each attracted over 800 million people (Morse,

1983:46); (5) tne Canadian Broadcasting Corporation's

(C.B.C.) annual reports show that 'Hockey Night in Canada'

has drawn some of the largest audiences on all Canadian

2
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television for many yeaTs (Cantelon and Gruneau, 1988:177).

Infiddition, 'w~

tw~twentY-fOUr
have, in the 1980s, seen the inauluration of

\

h~ur sports channels on North American

television; the Entert'ainmentand Sports pro~ramm~~1 Network

(E.S.P.N~) in the U.S.A., an~ The S~~rts Network ·(T.S.N.).in

Canada. All available evidence suglests, then, that

spectator sports play an important role in ~odern society

and that they are being 'consumed" (McPherson, 1975), for

the most part indirectly via the mass media (K. Younl and M.

Smith, 1988)"'7at increasing rates. As Hargreaves (1982:19).

writes: V . .
... the coverage of sport by the media has
become a gigantic, global affair, and
mare people are involved in sport, by way of
the press and broa~casting, than through any
other means including active participatio~

and spectating at live events.

During the last three decades, the subdiscipline of

the sociology of sport has begun to pay. considerable

theoretical and empirical attention to what Lipsyte (1975)

calls 'SportsWorld' as an influential aspect of mass

culture. Sport has generally been viewed as either a form of

cultural production which mirrors society, as a 'microcosm'

of mainstream values (e.g., Boyle, 1963; Hoch, 1972; Kidd,

1981), or as one in which forms of (cultural, political.

social) resistance or opposition can be staged (e.g.,

Donnelly, 1983, 1988; Donnelly and Young, 1985). Within this

subdiscipline (and certainly within the parent disclpline)l,

however, sociologists have shown a reluctance to study the
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.aports crowd and sports crowd disorder (Guttmann, 1981:5,.

1986). Of the hundreds of books and articles written on

sport, until recently very littl~ serious ~ttention has been

. pai~ to the disorderly behaviour', rol~s and rittials of

sports spectators, and to the way their behaviours are

broadly interpreted and understood, i.e~, to the1r

ideological meanings. There is, further, a disturbi~g lack

of comparative cross~~ultural studies of sport and sports

crowd disord~r in the literature. Similarly, the~e is a

paucity of information on how the media treat sports crowd
~

disorder and on how, if at all, -their treatment and coverage

contribute toward dominant impressions and understandin,s of

th~ issues involved.

On the most fundamental plane, this study represents

an attempt to redress the general neglect in this area by

making an academic contribution to our undergtanding of the

relation between sport and ma~s communication processes, and

to fill existin, 'gaps' in the literature. It does not

attempt either to provide exhaustive causal explanations for

sports crowd disorder, or 'solutions' to the problem per se.

However, in Chapter Two much of the work which has been

conducted in this direction is reviewed.
j

For the purposes of this study, sports crowd

disorder is defined as: intentionallY violent and/or

injurious or potentiallY violent and/or injurious sports

related crowd condtct which threatens the well-beins and

4



aafety of other fans, plaYer~, officials. bY-atanders. or

~propertY, includins behaviour which interrupts action on the
\ ' , .
\,' '

field of play. /'
\
\

\
S€atement of the Problem and Purpose of the 'Study

Over the last two decades, the exploits of violent

British soccer'fans--'hooligans'Z--both at home and abroad

have earned them an in(amous international reputation. The

following is just a sample of the. type of violenoe, or

'aggro' as the participants call it, that has occurred in

,5

, ..

May 8, 1984 - A Tottenham Hotspur fan is
shot dead and 200 Tottenham supporters
arrested for an affray at a match aaain~t
Anderlecht in Brussels.

o~ecent).seasons ~ 0 •

oj March ~, 1985.-
, 0

arrest~dodurina
Chelsea in West

.J
23 p.eople
'ri val fan
London.

injured and 100
conflict at

,

t

February 28, 1984 - ~iotina Bnaliah fans
cause $900,000 worth of damage, followina an
exhibition game against France at the parc)
des Princes in Paris.

November 16, 1983 - 1500 Bnalish fans riot
for 48 hours before a European Championship
game in Luxembourg. 13 fans arrested, 1 for
stabbina a local bar patron.

September, 1980 - 5000 rampagina Sheffield
Wednesday supporters invade'their Boundary
Park field following the sending-off of a
popular player. 15 fans arrested and 3
policemen hospitalized in a 28 minute same-'
delay.



~ .. ,.. l.\ ...

.:.

. '.~

Rollowing s~ an extended and ~ighlY p~blicised series of

Viol1t cqhfrontations, England,s s~c~~r pro~lems finally

came to a head during. the early months of 1985. After'

several field invasions at the nationa~ly televised cup-tie. '. . '. .

b~i~een Luton Town and Millwall in Marc~, hundreds of fans
.~'"

tore~eats from thei~ moorings in a final riot and used them

in a missile attack upon a surprised and unprepared police
- ~~/.

contingent. uAppalled u by the Luton events and p'arti&ilarly

6

. '.

by the uall too obvious defiance of the ~aw," Mrs. Thatcher .....--

vowed that she would b~waging a personal 'war' on the .

soccer 'thugs', and promptly set about mobilizing. a 'War

Cabinet' to challenge the problem head on.

Just two months later. Liverpool supporters were

involved in a fatal riot that dwarfed the scenes at Luton.,
•

This time, live television pictures stretched across eighty

countries. On May. 29th. before a European Cup game due to be

played between Liverpool of England and Juventus of Turin,

Ital~. in Heysel Stadium, Brussels, Belgium, a riot broke

out inside the stadium and thirty-nin~ (mostly Italian) fans

were orushed to death. Following the riot, all English olubs

were banned from international competition until further

notice, a sanction never before imposed in the history of

soccer (a much more comprehensive analysis of this event can

be found in Chapter Seven).3

Not surprisingly, then, in recent years and partic-

ularly during Margaret Thatcher's term as Prime Minister.
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the phenomenon of Enalish soccer'hoo11aaniam has been,

"elevated to, the status of a' national social problem,a
.., .

problem of 'law and order' that is seen to require instant

remedial attention. Th~ British aovernment's concern has

been amply demonstrated by both the increase.s,. in strict
0'""1 •

security and policing procedures at 'soccer matches and by
, , , . \' '

the spiralli~g of punitive sanctions levied uppn offenders.

For example, in 1985 the Chairman of Chelsea Football Ciub

installed an electrified fence around the playina area of , '

therStamford Bridge ground and was determlned to make it .
. .

operational. until the Greater London Council pressured the
4" ",'

club into removing it. In addit~on, the 1984-1985 season,

witnessed the first life jail-term imposed upon a soccer

hooligan. 4 In step with all of this, there has been a

'concomitant rise in the number of government-sponsored

investigations into t~e surrounding issues (e.g.,

~ Harrington et a1., 1968:' -Lang et a1., 1969: c. Smi th et a1.,
,~

1978; Popplewell et al., 1985) in addition to escalations in

rates of media attention: As the present Thatcher government

continues to demand that soccer 'gets its own house in

order', there is an ongoing deba~e as to whether hooliga~ism

.
is caused by the game ~r by English society itself .•

This tendency on the part of the Thatcher government

to look to the game as a source is demonstrated by the types

of suggestions for solution offered by the aforementioned

7

.-'o~-l~~.. ~>~~
, "

'"

research and by Thatcher's now notor~ou. 'War C.bl~ The
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lIlost widely publicised sultgestion in this regard h~s 'been

the idea of introducing a national' identity card scheme'

'which would principally be a1med at removing the prptection.

of al),onymous membership-in the soccer crowd normally enjoyed

by ho~~igan fans. To date, 'Reading is the'only league club

to have fully_.inaugurated,the~he~e,so.its long term
, '. I

effects remain speculative. However, one ~onders at the
" .

feasibility of implementing this presum&e1y expensive'

•
identity card programme when many British soccer clubs are

experiencing financial crises. Its potential costliness is
• • v'

~underlined when one cons~ders that many qf ~he laraer First

and Second Division clubs have a cumulative regular and

occasional spectator following upwards of eighty thousand.

Moreover, several of the clubs themselves have hinted at the
"

futilfty of intr6ducing a widespread identity card programme

when those with hooliltan proclivities represent a very small

minority of the overall fan support.

In~contrast to schemes of this type, academics who

have conducted work in this area (see Taylor, 1982a, 1982b,

1985; Willi'Q.ms at a!., 1984) have generally been cri tical of

all sourcesWbo look solely to game-centred explanations and

solution~ for soccer hooliganism and who advise 'short,

sharp, shock' treatment (experience over the last two

decad~s shows that the incidence of hooliganism does not

decrease as more draconian policies are imposed). Rather,
~

such scholars have emphasized that practicable long term
-.

•••- J'."

8
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&olutions must· be pre~empted by adequate underBtandins arid
. '.

interpretation of ·~ausal phe~omena. Therettre, social'

scientific analyses have' ~en.erally attempted to contextual

ize those involved in sticcer hoolisanism i~ wider socio-.

historical examination of ¥outh, ctilture ~d class relations
Ii. ,

in Britarn. In Chapter Two, these analyses are reviewed •

9
"'::
-.".
.'.

,

.
In response to soccer hooliaanism, the mass media

both in the United Kinadom and'North Amerioa have contrib-

uted to~ard~ the construc~ion of the myth that hooli.anism

is a uniquely English or British 'disease'. Quit~ simply,

,,.

,.
British soccer has no monopoly on crowd disoruer. Rival San.
violence at soccer has been visible in other Europe~n

countries such as France (Williams ~t al., 1984) and West

Germany (Pilz, 1982) for Bome time. We are· also aware of the.

infamoup behaviour of soccer fans in South America where.

offic\dls are known to use Bp~cial exits to escape their

hostility (Lever • .1983), but recently hooliaanism has

surfaced as far afield as Israel, Hons Ko~•• China, India

and the U.S.S.R. (Williams et al., 1984), showin. that it is

~ot a problem experienced by capitalist societies alone. Nor

is fan violence solely the domain of the world's premier

sport, for there is a arowing concern with the behaviour of

fans elsewhere, such as ru.by fans in Britain, cricket fans

in India, Pakistan and the Caribbean (Gammon. 1981:37) and

Australian Rules Football fans 'down under' (Main, 1985:8).
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In juxtaposition to the 'British situation,:th~...:

problem of spor~scrowd disorder in North America i~l~uch

more difficult to identify 'and analyse. This is not,
. .

howeve~, because sports crowd disorder does not·exist in the

North American context. For example, the following is just a

small sample of a growing number of cit~ble incidents in

North American .sport:

10

Los, Angeles, 1986 14 fights, 2 a~rests, 8 \
citations issued and 19 fans ejected at· an {

'L.A. Rams game.

Toronto, ,1985,- Over the course of 3 days of
baseball, .the 'Toronto Blue Jays security
staff eject over 200 fans for rowdiness and
drunkenness.

New York, 1985 - A pregnant woman is shot in
the hand by another fan carrying a pellet
g.un. '

Madison Square Garden, 1978 - 2 men are
stabbed, 1 shot, and 1 woman felled by a
thrown bottle at a boxing bout.

Foxboro, Mass., 1976 - 60 fans arreste~ 35
hospitalized, 1 stabbed following N.F.~.

game.

In addition, ovef the course of the last two decades in

~orth America, c~rtain forms of sports.crowd disorder have

become reiular and predictable, most notably the sports

'celebration' or 'victory' riot, and several researchers

have araued that death threats from hostile spectators aimed

at sports participants and sports personnel are becoming

increasingly common and menacing (e.g., Kram, 1982; Yeager,

1979) ·




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































