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ABSTRACT

An instrumentation package for sensing rainfall am

ount and .intensity with fine time' and space resolution is Ie

described. The package comprises a drop counter precipita

tion sensor, a microcomputer-based data acquisit~on system,

and an intell,igent da'ta pecoder. The accuracy of the pre

cipitation sensor and the parameters that affect it are dis

cussed. ,T~e reliability is reviewed and typical rainfal,l

data are included. A qomparison is made between the perfor

mance and a~curacy of the pew precipitation sensor and con

ventional tipping bucket raingauges. The merits and demer

its of the new system are discussed •
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