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A3STRACT

I'
I~dlls trial cap.i talis:::. al.tered tr.e class 5 true ture of ::iid-nine-.

teenth century Brantford, Ontario; by wore clearly distinguishing the

business',and ..-cuing cIas's,es. This dissert"ation addresses that proc.ess

-through th.e =ep.ns of a co~lective biograph, of th*:_... town r 5 businessn:en.
, .0' '

To this enft, a~ many businessnen as poss~ble qpve bee~ ~dentified.at

roughly decadal.1-tlt:...rvals fr<Jm 1830 to 1881 and, personal and economic

, <"
data on the1:l as~.!:ie.n:.bi.~d· fron a oUI:lber of quantifiable sources, principally

manuscript censusschedule~ and assessment rolls.

As ~a social :activity, business ,was in Brantford in the 18705' no
. \

longer what ~t had been twenty or thirty year[ preViOusly; a stage of.

life for a large proportion of the adult male population and a state of '.

independence to which ambitious young men could realistically aspire.. ,

•
The desire for this· independence attra.cted British and AmericalC immigrants

to Brantford from the 1830s to, the 1850sin hopes of achieving a life

style which had become difficult to sustain in more developed economies.

The favourable conjuncture of staple base,d prosperi'ty within a relatively

lsolated consumer market made it possible. for men with limited assets to

establish viable and successful enterprises. Moreover,. in a culture which

whol!,heartedly encouraged Independence, a'man could command credrt on. . , .
, ,

the str~ngth of his own' character and sense of responsibility.

The basis for pervasive self-employment was, undermined in Brant-
. . ~

ford by the contraction of credit during and fdllowlng the depression of

the late' 18505 and early 1860s and by the integration of the urban economy
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over, once in business, advanceme

~

less, those ~~o's~~·ived this c~~tica: perioc ~ere i~-a ?ositio~ to

·~~and "thei= busir.esses~ V~like the 1850s ~~e~ i=creases in qe=a~d

were =et by roughly"?ro?ortionate increase~ i~ the ~u=bet &f ~usinesses,

in th( 1870s ',r'o"'ing ce;=an~"encZuraged the =ansion. 0:. existing t:us

loesses. The resul t· of this ~as~..rinkage in the size"-o~ ~ the business

co=unity by about forty per cent,~" .....

\
The ?resence of entrenched and established business interests

--,
!:lade it far :nore difficult to become. self-e:::rployed in the 18]05 and it

took longer to acquire the experience, assets and connections rie~ded t~

embark on a business career. For this reason,\hewcamers were at a dis-, ~/

advantage in ccrcp~arison with nativps and businessmen were increasingly

drawn from the Canadian-born. populati n or fro~ those who possessed that

familiarity with the community deriv d from a lengthy residence, More

",a:~uch less likely f~r' the novice

and small businessman ,than it had been in the 1850s. The high rates of·

. business discontiouation suffered in the 18705 by men in business less

than ten years and by the least ",ealthy contrasted "'itn the solid security

of the business elite.

These'more limited ?pportunities for self-employment and for

advancement through self~employment provided a sharper definition of the

business class

iness career a

in mid-nineteent~ ~ntury B:antford. No longer ",as a bus~
\ , .

mark of soci~l ~turity and independence. Itstead, the

businessman was the excepti~nal survivor of demanding economic and social'

circ~stances.
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A:.y project ~hic~, like t~is ene, has taken 'sevdral yea~s to
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•
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