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all things within our experience are not self-sufficient,
The notion of a self-sufficient Being thus gives us the
intellectual satisfaction of unity and completeness to what
would otherwise have seemed incomplete,

In the previous chapter the position of E. L.
Mascall was outlined briefly, and, since we have encountered
difficulties in Maritain's position, it seems appropriate to
turn to Mascall to see if he can avoid some of Maritain's
difficulties., UWe must first discuss at greater length what
Mascall means by apprehending God "in and through finite
creatures", The first possible interpretation of what
this means is the interpretation given to Maritain, that of
a rapid inference., It could be argued that our intuition
of being discloses to us that being, as we encounter it,
is finite. It is incomplete in itself and unable to account
for its own existence, Therefore, we infer the existence
of Infinite Being, which we call God. Mascall, at several
points, gives evidence for such an interpretation. He
quotes, for example, with approval Dom Pontifex's statement
that the direct object of our experience is "effect-implying-
cause", How else can we go from the existence of finite
creatures to that of God but by inference or by apprehending
God as He is in Himself? Thomistic thought has maintained
that this latter apprehension is man's highest end and is
reserved for the next life. Since the latter has been ruled
out, for it implies that in earthly life we are not con-
fronted with the vision of God as He is in Himself, we are
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