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a dramatized version, while the Episcopal church (the control group) heard the
Scripture read in the traditional manner. The Lutheran church’s mean score increased
5.25, more than two-and-one-half times greater than the Episcopal church’s mean
score increase of 2.09. The difference was statistically significant (P = .014) and

substantiated the hypothesis.
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Also, if the assumptions are proven to be true, Christian educators might see an
advantage in using dramatization in teaching Biblical principles to both children and
adults.

The findings will compare the impact of dramatization on males and females,
different age groups, the time devoted to Bible study, and the length of involvement of
participants in the church. This information should be of value to church leaders in
planning events such as retreats and activities for various groups.

A far-reaching, positive result from this study migl’it also impact theological
education. Perhaps it will prove to be a beneficial influence in persuading more

seminary administrators to consider offering courses in drama in their curricula.

Hypothesis

The following hypothesis will be tested as part of the study. The presentation of
Scripture through the utilization of literal dramatization of the Scripture will increase
the participant’'s comprehension, recall, and application of the Scripture in comparison
with only hearing a formal reading of the Scripture.

: Literal dramatization refers to using a narrator to set the scene and props and
costumed actors to act out the story and speak the words using the language from the
Scripture as it is written in the Bible. Formal reading refers to the Scripture being read
from the Bible by a layreader or minister in the traditional manner.

The Hypothesis suggests that literal dramatization is more effective than a
formal reading. The purpose of this research study is to discern the validity of the
hypothesis by evaluating the participants’ ability to comprehend, recall, and make

application of the Scripture to their lives.
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church drama professionals can contribute beneficial understanding and successful
methods in using drama in the church. Also, attempting to relate the dynamics of the
postmodern era to the specific dimensions of a dramatic presentation should be
illuminating and helpful. Therefore, attention is now focused on dramatic approaches
found in the Bible, the history of drama as it relates to religion, what others have
learned from past investigation and practice, and how drama may pertain to the

dynamics of contemporary society.
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He summarized a study conducted by P. Baggett, a sociology professor at
Carroll College in Helena, Montana, in 1979 that found that either pictorial or linguistic
symbol systems alone can carry semantic information, such as a story line. He
explained that

In this study, college students were presented with either a
dialogueless movie, The Red Balloon, or an experimentally derived,
structurally equivalent audio version. They wrote summaries of
episodes within the story either immediately after the presentation or
after a week delay. An analysis of the summaries by trained raters
found that those written immediately after viewing the dialogueless
movie were structurally equivalent to those written immediately after
listening to the story. Subjects could construct a semantic
macrostructure (i.e., summary) from either medium, but information
obtained visually was more memorable. Summaries written a week
after viewing the movie were judged to be more complete than those
written a week after listening to the audio version.'*®

Meaning can be conveyed by either symbol system. However,
Baggett (1989) concludes that information presented visually and
linguistically is represented differently in memory. She contends that
visual representations contain more information and are bushier.
Whereas the phrase red leaf contains only the name of an object and
a modifier, a mental representation of a red leaf obtained from a
picture carries with it information about size, color, and shape. Also,
the visual representation has more pegs that can be used to associate
it with information already in long-term memory. These additional
associations also make it more memorable.'”’

Kozma then cited a number of studies that compare a video program with its
decomposed audio and visual presentations to determine the role of these two

sources of information, individually and together (Baggett & Ehrenfeucht, 1982, 1983;

P, Baggett, “Structurally equivalent stories in movie and text and the effect of the medium on
recall,” Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior 18 (1979); 333-356, quoted in Robert B. Kozma,
“Learning with Media,” Review of Educational Research 61 (Summer 1991): 191.

""P. Baggett, “Understanding visual and verbal messages,” in H. Mand! & J. Levin (eds.),
Know/gdge acquisition from text and pictures (Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Elsevier, 1989), 101-124,
quoted in Robert B. Kozma, “Learning with Media,” Review of Educational Research 61 (Summer 1991):
191,
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outcomes have given her the desire to undertake various investigation projects to
determine if those observations would be substantiated by measurable research
results.

She has also tried to relate her experience in the field of audiovisual education
to learning opportunities as they might be presented in dramatic form. Freedom was
given in research papers in D.Min. degree courses to link the various topics to the use
of drama in the church. As a result, much pertinent information has been garnered.

The next chapter will focus on results from surveys'related to drama that were
conducted by the author, and findings from research she did for a course in Christian
Theology in the Modern Setting on using drama to interpret Biblical texts. Deductions
based on her experiences and those of others with drama, from results from the

surveys she conducted, and from related research for other courses at McMaster will

also be drawn.
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curiosity, and enthusiasm for pursuing further study related to the use of drama in the
church. She felt that a formal study, conducted in accordance with professional
research principles and interpretation of data, would produce more valid results.
Various subjects, such as the impact of participation in drama on the actors and
~ the value of using a contemporary dramatization to interpret a Scriptural principle,
were considered. With Scripture being central to the Christian faith, the decision was
reached to investigate the effectiveness of using drama to interpret Scripture. Since
the reading of Scripture is an integral part of a liturgical church service, the author
thought that it would be interesting to compare Scripture presented as it traditionally is,
as a formal reading, with the same Scripture being acted out in a literal dramatization.
Being unable to discover any previous research that has been conducted on the use
of drama in interpreting Scripture, her hope is that the findings will be of interest and
value to church leaders. The parameters of the study, the approaches used, and the

results of this investigation form the bases for Chapter IV.



CHAPTER 1V
METHODS AND PROCEDURES FOR THE PROJECT

The study involved two liturgical churches. Two different types of presentations
of Scripture being given in each church in two separate Sunday church services were

given.

Two Types of Presentations

For the purpose of this study, a dramatic presentation was selected in addition
to the traditional reading of Scripture. Two types of presentations were given.

1. The first method of presentation, a formal reading, involved the Scripture
being read from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (the translation used
by both participating churches in their services) in the traditional manner by a
layreader or minister (control group).

2. The second method of presentation, a literal dramatization, delivered the
same Scripture text exactly as it is worded in the New Revised Standard Version of the
Bible as a play. A narrator, using the Biblical text, set the scene and read portions of
the passage of Scripture necessary for continuity. Costumed actors spoke the
dialogue and acted out the scene using appropriate movement, props, and simple set

pieces.

Parables Chosen for the Study

Two of Jesus’ parables, "The Parable of the Prodigal Son” (Luke 15:11-32) and
104
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groupings are used for the purpose of testing the study hypothesis. The technique
used for data analysis was Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) with a single covariate.
This is an extension of the basic Analysis of Variance model that adds a pretest
measure from the quasi experiment into a basic linear regression. Data was analyzed

using SPSS, ver. 10 (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences, Version 10.0).

First Part of Study
The first part of the study was conducted on Sunday, March 25, 2001, at The
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, the treatment group, and at Our Savior Lutheran
Church, the control group.

Demographic Information of Participants in the First Part of the Study

Category Classification Episcopal Lutheran

Number of participants: 29 30

Gender: Male 58.6% 53.3%
Female 41.4% 46.7%

Age: 14-19 years 6.9% 16.7%
20-34 years 6.9% 13.3%
35-49 years 27.6% 20%
50-65 years 34.5% 33.3%
Over 65 24.1% 16.7%

Length of church

membership 1 year or less 0% 0%

2-5 years 0% 23.3%
6-10 years 21.4% 16.7%
11-20 years 32,1% 30%
Over 20 years 46.4% 30%

Bible study per week None 6.9% 16.7%
1 hour 27.6% 40%
1-2 hours 37.9% 26.7%

Over 2 hours 27.6% 16.7%
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90 percent. There was somewhat more room for improvement with the control group
than with the treatment group. A question-by-question statistical analysis of the
responses by the participants at both churches to the questionnaire for “The Parable of
the Prodigal Son” may be found in Appendix H.

These outcomes suggested that proceeding with the second part of the study as
planned using “The Parable of the Good Samaritan,” which was considered of equal
or even greater familiarity, would also produce inconclusive results. ﬁ'hé decision was
then made to change to “The Parable of the Visitor at Midnight,” another of Jesus’

parables, which was believed to be less well known, for the second part of the study.

Second Part of the Study

The second part of the study was conducted on Sunday, July 29, 2001, in The
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, the control group, and on Sunday, August 12,

2001, in Our Savior Lutheran Church, the treatment group.

Demographic Information of Participants in the Second Part of the Study

Category Classification Episcopal Lutheran
Total participants: 22 20
Gender: Male 40.9% 45%
Female 59.1% 55%
Age: 14-19 years 4.5% 26.3%
20-34 years 4.5% 5.3%
35-49 years 27.3% 26.3%
50-65 years 40.9% 26.3%

Over 65 22.7% 15.8%






Table 2
Church Prescore Postscore Increase
Lutheran 7.70 12.95 5.25
Episcopal 10.86 12.95 2.09

A question-by-question statistical analysis of the responses by the
participants at both churches to the questionnaire for “The Parable of the

Friend at Midnight” may be found in the Appendices section as Appendix J.

Three Categories of Questions

By dividing the questions into three categories: (1) background information
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about the story, (2) facts of the story, and (3) meaning of the story, additional insight

may be garnered. Questions #1 and #2 related to the background of the story in “The

Parable of the Friend at Midnight.” In both churches, this information was essentially

presented in the same manner, at the Episcopal church by a deacon and at the

Lutheran church by a narrator speaking from the pulpit. The average scores for those

two questions in each church are shown in Table 3.

Table 3
Pretest Post-test Difference
Episcopal 54.8% correct  88.1% correct +33.3 percentage points
Lutheran 45% correct 92.5% correct +47.5 percentage points

Questions #3, #4, #5, #6, #7, #8, #9, #12, #13, and #14 were related to what

happened in the story--the facts. The average scores for these 10 questions in both

churches are shown in Table 4.
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Table 4
_Pretest Post-test Difference
Episcopal 82.5% correct  87.2% correct +4.7 percentage points
Lutheran 54.5% correct 92% correct +37.5 percentage points

The meaning or message of the story was addressed by questions #10, #11,
#15, and #16. The average scores for these four questions in both churches are

shown in Table 5.

Table 5
Pretest Post-test Difference
Episcopal 61.9% correct 63.7% correct +1.8 percentage points
Lutheran 51.3% correct 64.3% correct +13 percentage points

In all three categories of questions, the improvement from the pretest to the
post-test was much greater for the treatment group, the Lutheran church, than for the
control group, the Episcopal church. This overall difference for both churches is

indicated in Table 6.

Table 6
Category Episcopal Lutheran Difference
Background +33.3% +47.5% +14.2 percentage points for Lutheran
Facts of story +4.7% +37.5% +33.5 percentage points for Lutheran
Story’s meaning +1.8% +13% +11.2 percentage points for Lutheran

For both churches, scores on questions related to meaning showed some
improvement from the pretest to the post-test. However, the improvement was
noticeably less on these questions than on questions related to background and facts
or plot of the story.

For both churches, the difference between the average score on the fact-related
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lessons for more positive results.

Ratings of Scripture According to Relevance

Question 17 gave the participant the opportunity to indicate on a scale of 1-to-
10 (with 10 being the highest and 1 being the lowest) the degree of relevance (ability
to make application of those principles to one’s life) each felt the Scripture has for him
or her as a person living in the 21st century. Table 9 shows the results of this question

for both churches.

Table 9
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal 5 9.5% 0%
(read) 6 0% 5%
- 8 9.5% 5%
9 4.8% 15%
10 76.2% 75%
Lutheran 3 5.3% 11.1%
(dramatized) 4 0% 5.6%
5 21.1% 5.6%
7 15.8% 5.6%
8 10.5% 11.1%
9 10.5% 5.6%
10 36.8% 55.6%

A comparison of these responses shows that 36.8 percent of those at the
Lutheran church answered with the highest ranking of 10, on the pretest, while that
percentage climbed to 55.6 percent for that category on the post-test after seeing the
literal dramatization, an increase of 18.8 percentage points. While the pretest
responses at the Episcopal church were initially higher than at the Lutheran church
with 76.2 percent ranking relevance at 10, the post-test showed a decrease of 1.2

percentage points, down to 75 percent, after hearing the formal Scripture reading.
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Both churches’ responses to question 20 about remembrance of the details of

the story are shown in Table 11.

Table 11

Remember the Details of the Story Better

Church Answer Percent

Episcopal Read 23.8%
Dramatized 76.2%

Lutheran Read 18.8%
Dramatized 81.3%

Both churches’ responses to question 21 about understanding the message of

the story are shown in“Table 12.

Table 12

Understood the Scriptural Message Better

Church Answer Percent

Episcopal Read 23.8%
Dramatized 76.2%

Lutheran Read 26.7%
Dramatized 73.3%

The responses from both churches to question 22 related to seeing the

relevance of the passage to one’s life are shown in Table 13.
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Table 13

Relevancy of the Passage of Scripture to One’s Life

Church Answer Percent

Episcopal Read 23.8%
Dramatized 76.2%

Lutheran Read 26.7%
Dramatized 73.3%

Combining the results of these questions for both groups produced the
following statistics.

To question #19: “l was more interested in the Scripture when it was:” 15.75
percent checked “Read only,” and 84.25 percent checked “Presented in the form of a
play.” .

To question #20: “l remember the details of the story better through having the
Scripture:” 21.3 percent selected “Read only,” while 78.7 percent selected “Presented
in the form of a play.”

To question #21: “l understood the Scriptural message better when the
Scripture was:” 22.8 percent chose “Read only,” and 77.2 percent chose “Presented in
the form of a play.”

To question #22: “| saw the relevance of the passage to my life more clearly
through having the Scripture:” 25.3 percent responded “Read only,” and 74.7 percent
responded “Presented in the form of a play.”

By averaging the scores for the four questions, the percentages are: 21.25%
preference for having the Scripture read and 78.75% preference for having the
Scripture acted out for all participants in the study.

Looking at the responses individually for each church, those in the treatment

group, the Lutheran congregation, showed a slightly greater preference for drama over
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Shortcomings of the Project

In retrospect, the study could have been improved and would have resulted in
additional beneficial resuits if these approaches had been used.

1. The selection of less familiar parables to dramatize than “The Prodigal Son”
and “The Good Samaritan” would have been preferable. Since the results of the first
part of the study using “The Prodigal Son” were not statistically significantly, it was
impossible to compare the results from the first part of the study with those from the
second part of the study in each of the two churches. This comparison would have
resulted in more information than it was possible to obtain since results from only the
second half of the study, which was changed to “The Parable of the Midnight Visitor,”
could be used with validity.

2. A larger sample of participants could have been divided more effectively into
specific age groups. There were too few participants in the various age groups to
draw any reliable conclusions. This information could have been valuable to church

leaders in planning various activities for different age groups, such as lessons and

retreats.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this thesis was to determine if dramatized Scripture is a more
effective approach than reading Scripture in a church service in helping people to
learn the stories and the meaning of Scripture and to be able to apply the principles to
their lives. A secondary purpose was to develop a model for dramatizing a Biblical
passage that could be used as a guide by someone with little formal training in drama

in any church, regardless of size, setting, or resources.

- Approaches Utilized

In carrying out this project, the following approaches were utilized.

* The researcher examined the dramatic events of the Bible and dramatic
approaches used in historical worship. Because drama involves sight as well as
sound, various studies that have been conducted on the impact of audiovisual
approaches on learning were studied as well as the relatively small amount of
research that has been done on drama.

* The insights and opinions of various church drama specialists and ministers
as to the impact and benefits of using drama in the church were cited. Drama was also
explored as a viable method of meeting the needs of and being received by people in
the Postmodern Era and as a method of interpreting Scripture.

* The researcher’s experience in using drama in the church was discussed,

and results of surveys related to drama that she conducted with members of her
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The study conducted for this thesis corroborates the researcher’s observation
and belief, based on many years of experience, that drama is, indeed, @ potent and
viable approach for use in the church with outstanding potential for increasing the

learning of, the interest in, and the impact of Scripture and Scriptural principles.



APPENDICES

142









145

RESULTS OF RESPONSES TO “QUESTIONNAIRE RELATED TO THE KING’S
COMPANY DRAMA MINISTRY”

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION
DALLAS, TEXAS

In October 1999 343 copies of the attached “Questionnaire Related to The King's Company Drama
Ministry” were mailed to every member (aged 10 or above) of The Episcopal Church of the Resurrection
with a self-addressed, stamped envelope enclosed for return. In addition, extra copies of the
questionnaire were made available for visitors and non-members on the information table in the Parish Hall
with notices of their availability placed in The Good News, the church newsletter.
A total of 146 were returned with nearly all of them sent back through the mail.
While a number of blanks were left on the demographic material, the following information was obtained.

Total returned: 146

Sex: Male - 50; Female - 90

Age: 10-13 - 2
14-20 - 3
21-35 - 9
36-50 - 34
51-65 - 63
Over 65 - 32
Marital status:  Single - 35
Married - 93
Length of time as Christian: 3-5years -1
6-10years - 5
11 years ormore - 122
Participants in drama productions: yes - 17

no - 129

Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number in the comparisons, resulting in some
totals of 99% and 101% rather than 100%.

RESPONSES OF WHOLE GROUP

1. Of those who responded to the number of plays they had seen, an average of 8 out of the 12
productions that had been given was noted.

2. Few respondents followed directions to check the three dramatizations they had gotten the most from.
Therefore, tabulations reflect the number of times each play was checked. These were the responses in
order of those receiving the most checks.









148

Reading was "very effective,” while 38% of women and 51% of men checked “effective.” Seven percent
of women and 16% of men indicated that they thought it was “somewhat effective,” and 3% of women and
2% of men did not think it was effective at all.

Eight percent of men and 2% of women checked that drama is “inappropriate in a church setting.” Twelve
percent of men and 6% of women responded that drama distracts from worship. However, 62% to 72% of
women and 52% to 70% of men checked the five positive responses.

RESPONSES ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS

Overall opinions expressed about drama by 35 singles were more positive than those of the 93 married
persons in all categories. Singles reported that they had seen an average of nine plays, while those who
are married said they had seen an average of seven plays.

“Jonah--The Reluctant Prophet” received the most tallies of marrieds with “The Parable of the Sower and
the Seed" and “A Mother's Quest” taking second and third places, respectively. Singles also placed
“Jonah--The Reluctant Prophet” in top position, and, after that, favored “A Mother's Quest" and “The
Parable of the Sower and the Seed” equally.

Ninety percent of singles ranked the overall quality of the material chosen as “excellent” or “very good,”
while 85% of marrieds gave rankings that high.

There were 86% of singles who said the quality of staging was either “excellent” or “very good.” Only
73% of marrieds rated it as “excellent” or “very good.”

Eighty-six percent of singles rated the quality of acting as “excellent” or “very good,” but only 65% of
marrieds gave ratings that high. Eight percent of singles and 9% of marrieds said that acting was only
“fair.”

A total of 80% of singles rated the quality of the costumes and props as “excellent” or “very good,” while
65% of marrieds said “excellent” or “very good.”

Eighty-three percent of singles said the technical aspects of the productions were either “excellent” or
“very good,” while only 51% of marrieds gave rankings that high.

Regarding the frequency of productions, 79% of singles said it was “about right,” while 87% of marrieds
agreed with that assessment. However, 15% of singles thought production frequency was “not often
enough,” while only 2% of marrieds agreed. Six percent of singles and 11% of marrieds felt the frequency
was “too often.”

In regard to the effectiveness of the dramatizations of Scripture, 51% of singles said it was “very effective,”
while only 43% of marrieds agreed with that assessment. Thirty-seven percent of singles and 44% of
marrieds thought it was “effective,” while 6% of singles and 11% of marrieds said it was “somewhat
effective.” Six percent of singles and 2% of marrieds said it was “not effective.”






The following charts indicate the percentage of responses to questions 3 - 9 by age categories.

#3 - Quality of Material

Age Group Excellent Very Good
10-13 100% 0%

14 - 20 33% 33%
21-35 33% 44%

36 - 50 41% 53%
51-65 35% 48%

Over 65 47% 38%

#4 - AQuality of Staging

Age Group Excellent Very Good
10-13 100% 0%
14-20 0% 100%
21-35 33% 44%

36 - 50 18% 68%
51-65 33% 38%
Over 65 31% 41%

#5 - Quality of Acting

Age Group Excellent Very Good
10-13 100% 0%

14 - 20 33% 33%
21-35 11% 67%

36 - 50 15% 64%
51-65 23% 32%

Over 65 34% 38%

#6 - Quality of Costumes and Props

Age Group Excellent Very Good
10-13 100% 0%

14 -20 67% 0%
21-35 56% 22%

36 -50 21% 59%
51-65 26% 37%

Over 65 28% 41%
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RESPONSES ACCORDING TO LENGTH OF TIME AS A CHRISTIAN

Only six of those responding to this question indicated that they had been a Christian fewer than 11
years. One checked “3 - 5 years,” and five checked “6 - 10 years.” One hundred twenty-two said they
had been a Christian “11 years or more,” the highest category on the questionnaire.

Those who have been Christians 11 or more years had seen an average of eight of the plays and ranked
“Jonah--The Reluctant Prophet,” first; “The Parable of the Sower and the Seed,” second; and “A
Mother's Quest,” third. The five who have been Christians 6 to 10 years had seen an average of five of
the plays. Their rating for first place was a tie among “The Raising of Lazarus from the Dead,” “A Slight
Problem,” and "The Parable of the Sower and the Seed.” Second place was also a tie among “l Saw Him,”
“Special Report: Bethlehem,” “A Mother's Quest,” and “Jonah--The Reluctant Prophet.” The one who
has been a Christian 3 to 5 years checked four plays as being especially meaningful: “The Challenge of
the Cross,” The Good Samaritan Revisited,” “The Parable of the Sower and the Seed,” and “Jonah--The
Reluctant Prophet.”

The 3 -5 year Christian gave 100% rankings of “excellent” on questions 3 - 7; however, with only one
response, it would not seem appropriate to assume that all in that category would respond in a like
manner. Comparing the other two categories, the responses of those who have been Christians 11 years
or more were more positive than those in the 6 - 10 year group.

Eighty-seven percent of “11 years or more” said the quality of the material chosen was “excellent” or “very
good,” while only 80% of “6 - 10 years” gave that high a rating. However 1% of the former category
checked “fair’ and 1% checked “poor” for this question, while “6 - 10 years” gave no rating below “good.”

Seventy-nine percent of “11 years or more” responded “excellent” or “very good" to quality of staging,
while only 40% of “6 - 10 years" gave marks that high. -

Sixty-five percent of “11 years or more” rated the quality of acting as either “excellent” or “very good.”
Only 40% of 6 - 10 years" thought it was that good.

Seventy-one percent of “11 years or more” gave "excellent” or “very good” marks for quality of costumes
and props, while only 40% of "6 - 10 years” checked those blanks.

Sixty-one percent of “11 years or more" said the quality of technical aspects of productions was
“excellent” or “very good.” None of the “6 - 10 years” responded “excelient,” but 40% indicated “very

good.”

On the frequency of productions “3 - 5 years” said “not often enough,”, while all of “6 - 10 years”
responding to this question checked “about right.” Of the “11 years or more,” 10% said “too often;” 85%,
“about right;" and 5%, “not often enough.”

In response to the question rating the effectiveness of dramatizing Scripture, “3 - 5 years” responded
“very effective.” Sixty percent of those in “6 - 10 years” checked “very effective,” while 40% indicated
“effective.” Those in the “11 years or more” category responded: “very effective,” 43%,; “effective, 43%;
“somewhat effective,” 10%; and “not effective,” 3%.
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RESULTS OF RESPONSES TO “QUESTIONNAIRE FOR KING’S
COMPANY DRAMA MINISTRY PARTICIPANTS

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION

DALLAS, TEXAS
In April 2000, 51 of the attached “Questionnaire Related to The King's Company
Drama Ministry” were given or mailed to every person who has participated in the
ministry with the exception of three whose addresses are unknown.
A total of 31 or 61 percent was returned. Some were handed to the director; others
were placed in a box designated “Drama Ministry’ on the information table in the
Parish Hall at Resurrection with a few being returned through the mail.
The following demographic information was obtained.

Total returned:

Age: 20 orunder - 6

21-35 - 4
36 -50 -6
5torover - 15 -

Number of dramas participated in:

1 - 15
2-4 - 6
5 or more - 10

Previous experience in drama:

yes - 17
no - 13
Would like to participate in drama workshops:
yes - 17
no - 13

Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number, resuiting in some
totals not equaling 100 percent.

RESPONSES OF WHOLE GROUP

Four questions asked respondents to select the responses that matched their feelings
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APPENDIX D

QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT PARTICIPATION IN BIBLIODRAMA
On the next four questions, please check the answer that most closely reflects your reaction.

1. The impact of participating in the impromptu bibliodramas on my spiritual growth has been:
slight fair good very good excellent

v

The impact on my self-confidence , self-concept and self-understanding has been:
slight fair good very good excellent

3. My understanding of the stories I've participated in and their message has grown:
not at all very little somewhat a good deal a lot

4. My understanding of and empathy with the characters in the stories have increased:
not at all very little somewhat a good deal a lot

5. The thing(s) | like most about participating in the bibliodramas is (are):

o

The thing(s) | like least about participating in the bibliodramas is (are):

7. These are my suggestions for improving the bibliodrama sessions:

@

| think this approach would be effective for use with the following groups and/or ages:

9. From your participation in bibliodrama, describe how this method has impacted both your
spiritual and personal development. Please give examples. (Use other side if more space is
needed.)

My ageis ____ 21 - 35 36 - 50 51 - 65 65 or over
| have participated in sessions.

| would like to participate in future bibliodrama sessions if the opportunity presents itself.
yes no (You do not need to sign your name.)
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APPENDIX E

SCRIPT OF THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON
(Based on Luke 15:1 -3; 11 - 32, NRSV)
By Wanda Vassallo

CAST OF CHARACTERS:

Narrator

Father - A loving, generous man

Older Son - A dutiful, proud, and rather arrogant young man

Prodigal Son - A restless rather irresponsible younger brother

Girl - A gold digger who dresses to attract attention

Farmer - An older man

Three Pigs - Played by boisterous young people

Slave - A typical, obedient servant type

Three Guests - May be played by same actors as pigs
Scenery:

No scenery is necessary.

Costumes:
Typical of Biblical days

Pigs may wear black pants and knit shirts and then add a robe over them when
they become guests.

Props:

A small lectern may be used by the Narrator.
Play money

Lavish robe

Two money pouches

At Rise:

Narrator enters Right Front and goes to lectern which is at Left.


















FATHER:
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(shaking his head sadly and speaking in a kind, gentle way)

Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. (pauses. Then with joy and excitement) But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was
dead and has come to life. He was lost and has been
found.

(OLDER SON freezes with back to FATHER and disdainful expression on his
face. FATHER freezes reaching toward OLDER SON. All hold their positions
for a slow count of six. They then go down the Center aisle of the church as
they sing “He Who Hath Ears to Hear Let Him Hear” and exit Right Rear.
OLDER SON, who still looks disgruntied, leads way, followed by FATHER,
PRODIGAL, GUESTS, FARMER, GIRL FRIEND, and NARRATOR.)

Song:

He who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
And not only hear but understand . . .
That what the prophets said is true,
And that God’s Word is real.

He who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

CURTAIN
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APPENDIX F

SCRIPT OF THE PARABLE OF THE FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT
(based on Luke 11:1-13)

By Wanda Vassallo

CAST OF CHARACTERS:

Narrator

Jesus

Disciples

Neighbor - A persistent, pushy man

Friend - A normally good natured person, who is very irritable
" because of the circumstances

Two children

SCENERY:

No scenery is necessary.

COSTUMES:

Typical of Biblical days

PROPS:

Pulpit is used by the Narrator.
Three loaves of bread
Sheets and pillows

Rubber snake

Rubber scorpion

AT RISE:

Stage is empty.
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(FRIEND and CHILDREN enter from front pew DC, lie down on “bed” UC
and pretend to be asleep.)

NARRATOR:

(enters DR and goes to pulpit UR) Today’s reading from the
New Testament is found in the Book of Luke, chapter
11, verses 1 through 13.

(JESUS enters DL followed by DISCIPLE DL. JESUS is obviously
praying to himself as he walks UL on second level, while the DISCIPLE stops

DL watching him.)

1ST DISCIPLE:

NARRATOR:

JESUS:

NARRATOR:

JESUS:

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and- after
he had finished, one of his disciples said to him:

Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.

He said to them:

(takes two steps downstage toward DISCIPLE) When you
pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive

everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.
And he said to them:

Suppose one of you has a friend . . .

(NEIGHBOR enters DR and walks DR to imaginary door.)

. . . and you go to him at midnight . . .

(FRIEND snores loudly.)

. . . and say to him:

(FRIEND snores even more loudly and snorts.)

NEIGHBOR:

(pantomimes knocking on door impatiently.)









SOUND CUE:

ALL:

(Introduction and song, “He Who Hath Ears to Hear, Let Him
Hear,” is played.)

(sing) He who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
And not only hear but understand . . .

That what the prophets said is true,

And that God’s Word is real.

He who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

(Curtain)
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APPENDIX G

Questionnaire to Pre-Test and Post-Test Participants’ Knowledge of The Prodigal Son

Scripture

Please do not put your name on the questionnaire. Please indicate the following
information by placing a check mark on the correct line:

Sex: male _
female Age: 14-19
20 - 29
Church membership 30 - 39
1 year or less 40 - 49
2 -5years 50 - 65
6 - 10 years over 65
11 - 20 years

more than 20 years

On a weekly basis, | average spending the following amount of time on
individual and/or group Bible study or reading:

none

less than one hour

one to two hours

more than two hours

il

Occupation

Please put a check mark in the blank opposite a, b or ¢ to indicate which you consider
to be the correct answer for each of the following questions.

1. The Parable of the Prodigal Son was told by:
a. John the Baptist.

____ b. The Apostle Paul.
c. Jesus.
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2. The Parable of the Prodigal Son is found in the Bible in the book of:
____a. Mark

___ b. Luke

_____cC. Acts

3. The story is about a father and his:
_____ a. Foursons.

____ b. Two sons.

____ c. Three sons.

4. In the story, the prodigal son asked for:

____a. His share of the inheritance early.

___ b. The deed to his father’s farm.

____ ¢. Acoatof many colors.

5. The son took what his father had given him and:
__a. Wasted his resources in wild living.

___ b. Invested in property.

______ c. Bought a home for himself and his new wife.

6. When a famine came, the prodigal son:

__ a. Borrowed money to live on.

__ b. Fed the pigs for a farmer in order to have something to eat.
____ c. Went to live with his father-in-law.

7. The prodigal son decided to go home because:

____a. He got homesick.

____ b. He decided he should be at home helping his father.

___ c. Herealized that his father's servants had a better life than he did.
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8. When he arrived home, he planned to:

____ a. Askto be one of his father's servants.
b. Demand his share of the profits while he had been gone.
c. Apologize for not keeping in touch with his father.

9. When he returned, his father:
_____ a. Senta servant to meet him with a cup of water.
___ b. Ranto meet him and kissed him.
c. Saw him coming and greeted him when he came to his house.

10. The prodigal son’s attitude on seeing his father was one of:
____ a. Pride.

_____ b. Arrogance.

_____ c. Repentance.

11. The father responded by:

___a. Planning a party in his honor.

___ b. Demanding that he leave.

_____ ¢. Scoiding and reprimanding him.

12. While the prodigal son was gone, an older brother had:
_____ a. Also left home.
b. Stayed home but refused to work since his younger brother was not there to
help.
__c. Faithfully helped his father.

13. When the older brother learned that the prodigal had returned, he:
___ a. Refused to speak to his father.

__ b. Lashed out at his father with angry words.

¢. Rushed to his brother with open arms.
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14. In response to his first-born’s reaction, the father:

a. Agreed with what he had said.

b. Commended him for his logic.

c. Encouraged him to rejoice because his brother had returned.

15. The father said of the prodigal that he:
a. Was dead and is alive again.
__ b. Had caused him great grief.
c. Did not deserve to be forgiven.

16. The main theme of this parable is:
____ a. Restoration.
_____ b. Restitution.

c. The consequences of sin.

17. The parable was told to illustrate the importance of:
__a. Righteous living.

_____ b. Faithfulness.

__ c. Forgiveness.

18. The older brother was:
___ a. Generous.

_____ b. Self-righteous.
__ c¢. Wasteful.

19. The father's attitude toward the prodigal demonstrated the principle of:
__a. “Your sins will find you out.”

_____ b. Unconditional love

_____C. “Aneyeforaneye.”
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20. The father’s treatment of the two sons demonstrated that he:

a. Loved the prodigal more than his brother.

b. Was unappreciative of the older son.

c. Loved each son in a way that was appropriate to each one.

21. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being the most and 1 being the least), how relevant
do you feel this ancient story is to your life today as a person living in the 21st century?

22. In what way is it relevant or irrelevant?




PRETEST AND POST-TEST RESULTS OF THE PARABLE OF THE
PRODIGAL SON QUESTIONNAIRES

Demographic Information of Participants in the First Part of the Study

Category

Number of participants:

Gender:

Age:

Length of church
membership

Bible study per week

APPENDIX H

Classification

Male
Female

14-19 years
20-34 years
35-49 years
50-65 years
Over 65

1 year or less
2-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years
Over 20 years

None

1 hour

1-2 hours
Over 2 hours

Episcopal

29

58.6%
41.4%

6.9%
6.9%
27.6%
34.5%
24.1%

0%

0%
21.4%
32.1%
46.4%

6.9%
27.6%
37.9%
27.6%

Lljthéran
30

53.3%
46.7%

16.7%
13.3%
20%

33.3%
16.7%

0%

23.3%
16.7%
30%
30%

16.7%
40%
26.7%
16.7%
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These are the question-by question responses for each of the two churches on the
pretest and post-test questionnaires for The Parable of the Prodigal Son. The
Episcopal church was the treatment group, while the Lutheran church was the control
group. (Correct answers are shown in bold type.)

1. Jesus told the Parable of the Prodigal Son:
a. To his disciples b. As a part of the Sermon on the Mount
c. To the Pharisees and scribes.

Church Answer Pretest - Post-test
Episcopal a. 75% 28.6%
10.7% 0%
14.3% 71.4%
Lutheran a. 56.7% 10%
b. 23.3% 0%
20% 90%

2. The Parable of the Prodigal Son is found in the Bible in the book of:‘

a. Mark b. Luke c. Acts
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 40.7% 6.9%
. 48.1% 86.2%
C. 11.1% 6.9%
Lutheran a. 50% 3.3%
26.7% 96.7%

C. 23.3% 0%
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3. The story is about a father and his:

a. Four sons b. Two sons c. Three sons.
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 7.4% 0%

; 85.2% 100%
C. 7.4% 0%
Lutheran a. 7.1% 0%
. 82.1% 96.7%
C. 10.7% 3.3%

4. In the story, the prodigal son asked for:

a. His share of the inheritance early b. The deed to his
father's farm c. A coat of many colors.
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 100% 100%
b. 0% 0%
0% 0%
Lutheran a. 100% 100%
0% 0%
0% 0%

5. The son took what his father had given him and:
___ a. Wasted his resources in wild living b. Invested in
property _____ c¢. Bought a home for himself and his new wife.
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Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 100% 100%
. 0% 0%
C. 0% 0%
Lutheran a. 93.3% 100%
3.3% O%
3.3% 0%

6. When a famine came, the prodigal son:

a. Borrowed money to live on b. Fed the pigs for a farmer
in order to have something to eat c. Went to live with his father-in-
law
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 17.2% 0%

. 82.8% 100%

C. 0% 0%
Lutheran a. 17.2% 0%
. 72.4% 100%
C. 10.3% 0%

7. The prodigal son decided to go home because:
a. He got homesick b. He decided he should be at home helping
his father c. He realized that his father’s servants had a

better life than he did
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Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 3.6% 0%
b. 0% 0%
96.4% 100%
Lutheran a. 0% 0%
b. 23.3% 3.3%
76.7% . 96.7%

8. When he arrived home, he planned to:
___ a. Ask to be one of his father’s servants b. Demand his
share of the profits while he had been gone _____ c¢. Apologize for not keeping
in touch with his father

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 88.9% 100%
b. 7.4% 0%
3.7% 0%
Lutheran a. 73.3% 100%
16.7% 0%
10% 0%

9. When he returned, his father:
a. Sent a servant to meet him with a cup of water b. Ran to
meet him and kissed him ____ c. Saw him coming and greeted him
when he came to his house
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Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 7.4% 0%
. 85.2% 93.1%
C. 7.4% 6.9%
Lutheran a. 24.1% 3.3%
b. 62.1% 90%
c. 13.8% 6.7%

10. The prodigal son’s attitude on seeing his father was one of:

a. Pride b. Arrogance c. Repentance
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 0% 0%

b. 10.3% 0%

89.7% 100%

Lutheran a. 6.7% 3.4%
b. 13.3% 3.4%

80% 93.1%

11. The father responded by:
a. Planning a party in his honor b. Demanding that he

leave c. Scolding and reprimanding him
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Church Answer Pretest Post-test

Episcopal a. 93.1% 100%
0% 0%
6.9% 0%

Lutheran a. 86.7% 100%
6.7% 0%
6.7% 0%

12. While the prodigal son was gone, an older brother had:

a. Also left home b. Stayed home but refused to work since his
younger brother was not there to help c. Faithfully helped his
father
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 0% 0%

10.3% 0%
89.7% 100%
Lutheran a. 3.3% 0%
10% 3.4%
86.7% 96.6%

13. When the older brother learned that the prodigal had returned, he:
a. Refused to speak to his father b. Lashed out at his father

with angry words c. Rushed to his brother with open arms
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Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 0% 0%
. 96.6% 100%
C. 3.4% 0%
Lutheran a. 6.7% 3.4%
. 80% 93.1%
c. 13.3% 3.4%

14. In response to his first-born’s reaction, the father:
a. Agreed with what he had said b. Commended him for his logic
c. Encouraged him to rejoice because his brother had

returned
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 3.6% 0%
0% 0%
96.4% 100%
Lutheran a. 3.3% 0%
. 3.3% 6.9%
C. 93.3% 93.1%

15. The father said of the prodigal that he:
a. Was dead and is alive again b. Had caused him great

grief c. Did not deserve to be forgiven
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Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 93.1% 100%
6.9% 0%
0% 0%
Lutheran a. 86.7% 100%
b. 13.3% 0%
0% 0%

16. The main theme of this parable is:

a. Restoration b. Restitution c. The consequences of
sin
Church - Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 81.5% 86.2%
b. 11.1% 10.3%
7.4% 3.4%
Lutheran a. 92.9% 86.7%
3.6% 6.7%
3.6% 6.7%

17. The parable was told to illustrate the importance of:

a. Righteous living b. Faithfulness c. Forgiveness.
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 7.1% 3.4%

3.6% 0%

89.3% 96.6%



Lutheran a. 0%
b. 0%
100%

18. The older brother was:

a. Generous b. Self-righteous
Church Answer Pretest
Episcopal a. 7.1%

. 92.9%
C. 0%
Lutheran - a. 13.8%
b. 72.4%
C. 13.8%
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0%
6.7%
93.3%

. Wasteful

Pdst;test

0%
89.7%
10.3%

0%
86.7%
13.3%

19. The father's attitude toward the prodigal demonstrated the principle of:
a. “Your sins will find you out.” b. Unconditional love

c. “An eye for an eye”

Church Answer Pretest
Episcopal a. 7.1%
b. 92.9%
C. 0%
Lutheran a. 0%
100%

C. 0%

Post-test

3.4%
96.6%
0%

3.3%
100%
0%
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20. The father’s treatment of the two sons demonstrated that he:
__ a. Loved the prodigal more than his brother __ b. Was
unappreciative of the older son ____ ¢. Loved each son in a way that
was appropriate to each one

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 0% 0%
0% , 0%
100% 100%
Lutheran a. 0% 0%
0% 0%
100% 100%

21. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being the most and 1 being the least), how relevant
do you feel this ancient story is to your life today as a person living in the 21st century?

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal 6 7.4% 0%
7 3.7% 6.9%
8 18.5% 10.3%
9 3.7% 3.4%
10 66.7% 79.3%
Lutheran 2 3.3% 0%
3 0% 3.4%
5 3.3% 3.4%
6 3.3% 3.4%
7 6.6% 3.4%
8 20% 13.8%
9 10% 3.4%
10 53.3% 69%









APPENDIX |

Questionnaire to Pre-Test Participants’ Knowledge of “The
Parable of the Friend at Midnight” Scripture

Please answer all questions. [f you do not know the answer to a question,
place a check mark by the answer that you think is possibly the correct one.
Please do not put your name on the questionnaire. Please indicate the
following information by placing a check mark on the correct line:

Sex: male Occupation

female
Age: 14 -19

Membership in a church 20 -34

1 year or less 35- 49
2 -5 years 50 - 65
6 - 10 years over 65
11 - 20 years

more than 20 years

On a weekly basis, | average spending the following amount of time on
individual and/or group Bible study and/or reading.

none

less than one hour

one to two hours

more than two hours

il

1. The Parable of the Friend at Midnight is found in the Bible in the Book of:
a. Luke
— b Acts
_____ c. Matthew

2. The prayer Jesus said before he told the parable was:
a. Part of his teaching in the synagogue.
b. Given when he heard the Pharisees and Saducees praying

amiss.
c. In response to a request from one of his disciples.

3. In the story, the neighbor went to his friend’s house at midnight because:
a. Thieves had broken into his house.
b. A guest had come to his house, and the neighbor needed to

give him something to eat.

——
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c. His wife had become seriously ill, and he did not know what
to do.

. The neighbor asked his friend to give him:
a. Money
b. Medicine
c. Bread

. When the neighbor arrived, his friend was:
a. Asleep.

b. Going over his accounts.

c. Arguing with his wife.

. The friend’s reaction to the neighbor’s arrival at midnight was to:
a. Invite him to come in.

b. Offer his assistance.

c. Tell his neighbor not to bother him

. After the friend’s response, the neighbor:
a. Continued to make demands.
b. Got mad at his friend.
c. Was delighted with his friend’s response.

. At the end of the story, the friend:

a. Chased the neighbor off of his premises.

b. Gave him what he wanted.

c. Lectured him about his lack of thoughtfulness.

. In the story, the friend:
a. Put his neighbor’'s needs before his own comfort.

b. Responded with anger.
c. Attempted to get even.

10. The Parable of the Midnight Visitor was told by Jesus to illustrate the

importance of:
a. Being a good neighbor.
b. The value of having good friends.
c. Being persistent.

11. In the story, God'’s response to prayer is represented by:

a. The neighbor who asks.
—__ b. The friend who is awakened at midnight.
c. Both the neighbor and the friend.
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12. At the end of the parable, Jesus emphasized the importance of these
three approaches:
a. Ask, search, knock.
b. Plant, tend, reap.
c. Pray, fast, worship.

13. After the story, Jesus asked his listeners if their children should ask them
for a fish, would they, instead, give them:
a. A snake.
b. A stone.
c. Arat.

14. Jesus then asked them if their children should ask for an egg, if they,
instead, would give them:
a. A dog.
b. A scorpion.
c. A loaf of bread.

15. These two examples reflect God’s response to us because of:
a. Ourdemanding things from him.
b. Our use of the right words.
c. God’s nature as a Father his children.

16. Jesus then compared man’s desire to give good gifts to their children to
God's desire to give to those who ask him for the greater gift of:
a. Prophecy.
b. The Holy Spirit.
c. Unconditional love.

17. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being the most and 1 being the least), how
relevant do you feel this ancient story is to your life today as a person living in
the 21st century?

In what ways is it relevant or irrelevant?
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APPENDIX J

Pretest and Post-Test Results of the Questionnaire for The

Parable of the Friend at Midnight Scripture

Demographic Information
Category Classification
Total participants:

Gender: Male
Female

Age: 14-19 years
20-34 years
35-49 years
- 50-65 years
Over 65

Length of church
membership 1 year or less
2-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years
Over 20 years

Bible study per week None
1 hour

1-2 hours
Over 2 hours

Responses to Questions

Episcopal
22

40.9%
59.1%

4.5%
4.5%
27.3%
40.9%
22.7%

0%
0%
25%
35%
40%

4.5%
27.3%
50%
18.2%

Lutheran
20

45%
55%

26.3%

5.3%
26.3%
26.3%
15.8%

30%
5%.

35%
0%

30%

5%
40%
45%
10%

These are the question-by-question responses for each of the two churches
on the pretest and post-test questionnaires. The Episcopal church was the
control group with the Scripture read, while the Lutheran church was the

treatment group with the Scripture dramatized. (Correct answers are shown in

bold type.)
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1. The Parable of the Friend at Midnight is found in the Bible in the Book of:

a. Luke

Church

Episcopal
(read)

Lutheran
(dramatized)

b. Acts
Answer Pretest
a. 61.9%
b. 14.3%
C. 23.8%
a. 45%

b. 25%
C. 30%

c. Matthew

Post-test

90.5%
9.5%
0%

90%
0%
10%

2. The prayer Jesus said before he told the parable was:
a. Part of his teaching in the synagogue.
b. Given when he heard the Pharisees and Saducees praying

amiss.
c. In response to a request from one of his disciples.

Church

Episcopal
(read)

Lutheran
(dramatized)

Answer Pretest
a. 9.5%
b. 42.9%
cC. 47.6%
a. 25%

b. 30%

c. 45%

Post-test

9.5%
4.8%
85.7%

0%
5%
95%

3. In the story, the neighbor went to his friend’s house at midnight because:

a. Thieves had broken into his house.

b. A guest had come to his house, and the neighbor
needed to give him something to eat.
c. His wife had become seriously ill, and he did not know what

to do.

Church

Episcopal
(read)

Answer Pretest
a. 4.5%
b. 86.4%

C. 9.1%

Post-test

4.5%
95.5%
0



Lutheran
(dramatized)

a.
b.
C.

15%
75%
10%

4. The neighbor asked his friend to give him:

a. Money
b. Medicine
c. Bread
Church Answer
Episcopal a.
(read) b.
C.
Lutheran a.
(dramatized) b.
C.

Pretest

4.5%
0%
95.5%

15%
5%
80%

5. When the neighbor arrived, his friend was:

a. Asleep.

b. Going over his accounts.

c. Arguing with his wife.

Church
Episcopal
(read)

Lutheran
(dramatized)

Answer

a.
b.
C.

a.
b.
C.

Pretest

90.9%
9.1%
0%

70%
20%
10%
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0%
100%
0%

Post-test

4.5%
0%
95.5%

0%
0%
100%

Post-test

95.5%
4.5%
0%

100%
0%
0%

6. The friend's reaction to the neighbor’s arrival at midnight was to:

a. Invite him to come in.
b. Offer his assistance.

c. Tell his neighbor not to bother him



Church
Episcopal
(read)

Lutheran
(dramatized)

Answer

Pretest

4.5%
27.3%
68.2%

10%
40%
50%

7. After the friend’s response, the neighbor:

a. Continued to make demands.
b. Got mad at his friend.
c. Was delighted with his friend’s response.

Church

Episcopal
(read)

Lutheran
(dramatized)

8. At the end of the story, the friend:
a. Chased the neighbor off of his premises.

b. Gave him what he wanted.

Answer
a.

b.

C.

a.

b.

C.

Pretest

63.6%
0%
36.4%

25%
20%
55%

Post-test

4.5%
4.5%
90.9%

0%
0%
100%

Post-test

86.4%
4.5%
9.1%

100%
0%
0%

c. Lectured him about his lack of thoughtfulness.

Church
Episcopal
(read)

Lutheran
(dramatized)

Answer Pretest
a. 0%
b. 95.5%
C. 4.5%
a. 15%
b. 85%

C. 0%

Post-test

0%
90.9%
9.1%

0%
100%
0%
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9. In the story, the friend:
a. Put his neighbor’s needs before his own comfort.

b. Responded with anger.
c. Attempted to get even.

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 72.7% 59.1%
(read) b. 27.3% 40.9%
C. 0% 0
Lutheran a. 75% 75%
(dramatized) b. 20% 25%
C. 5% 0%

10. The Parable of the Midnight Visitor was told by Jesus to illustrate the

importance of: -
a. Being a good neighbor.
b. The value of having good friends.
c. Being persistent.

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 36.4% 31.8%
(read) b. 4.5% 0%
c. 59.1% 68.2
Lutheran a. 75% 20%
(dramatized) b. 10% 0%
C. 15% 80%

11. In the story, God's response to prayer is represented by:
a. The neighbor who asks.
___ b. The friend who is awakened at midnight.
c. Both the neighbor and the friend.



Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 13.6% 18.2%
(read) b. 45.5% 27.3%
C. 40.9% 54.5%
Lutheran a. 20% 30%
(dramatized) b. 35% 35%
c 45% 35%

12. At the end of the parable, Jesus emphasized the importance of these
three approaches: o
a. Ask, search, knock.
b. Plant, tend, reap.
c. Pray, fast, worship.

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 86.4% 100%
(read) b. 0% 0%
) C. 13.6% 0%
Lutheran a. 70% 95%
(dramatized) b. 20% 5%
C. 10% 0%

13. After the story, Jesus asked his listeners if their children should ask them

for a fish, would they, instead, give them:
a. A snake.

c. Arat.
b. A stone.
Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 57.1% 81.8%
(read) b. 42.9% 18.2%
C. 0% 0%
Lutheran a. 25% 100%
(dramatized) b. 70% 0%

(o} 5% 0%
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14. Jesus then asked them if their children should ask for an egg, if they,
instead, would give them:
a. A dog.
b. A scorpion.
c. A loaf of bread.

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 5% 0%
(read) b. 80% 95.5%
C. 15% , 4.5%
Lutheran a. 10% 0%
(dramatized) b. 45% 100%
C. 45% 0%

15. These two examples reflect God’s response to us because of:
a. Our demanding things from him.
b. Our use of the right words.
c. God’s nature as a Father who wants to give good
things to his children.

Church Answer Pretest Post-test
Episcopal a. 4.8% 4.5%
(read) b. 4.8% 4.5%
c. 90.5% 90.9%
Lutheran a. 25% 31.6%
(dramatized) b. 5% 0%
c. 70% 68.4%

16. Jesus then compared man’s desire to give good gifts to their children to
God's desire to give to those who ask him for the greater gift of:

a. Prophecy.

b. The Holy Spirit.

c. Unconditional love.

—




Church Answer Pretest
Episcopal a. 4.8%
(read) b. 52.4%
C. 42.9%
Lutheran a. 0%
(dramatized) b. 15%
C. 85%
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Post-test

0%
68.2%
31.8%

5.3%
21.1%
73.7%

17. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being the most and 1 being the leést), how
relevant do you feel this ancient story is to your life today as a person living in

the 21st century?

Church Answer Pretest
Episcopal 5 9.5%
(read) 6 0%

) 8 9.5%

9 4.8%

10 76.2%

Lutheran 3 5.3%
(dramatized) 4 0%

5 21.1%

7 15.8%

8 10.5%

9 10,5%

10 36.8%

18. In what ways is it relevant or irrelevant?

Post-test

0%
5%
5%
15%
75%

11.1%
5.6% -
5.6%
5.6%

11.1%
5.6%

55.6%

These were some of the responses from participants at the Episcopal church.

0 ‘“It teaches us about the nature of people and our response and how we

should respond to our neighbors.”

0 “God’s desire to give to his children through our persistent prayer.”

0 “Relevant. I'm learning and still learning how much he loves me and his

plans are good for me.”









Lutheran a. Read 18.8% a. 100% b. 0% c. 0%
b. Play 81.3% a. 385% b. 385% c. 23%

21. | understood the Scriptural message better when the Scripture was:
a. Read only.
b. Presented in the form of a play
to the following degree:
____a. Alotmore b. More c. A little more d. No
significant difference.

Church Answer Percent Level of understanding

Episcopal a. Read 23.8% a. 25% b.25% c 50%
b. Play 76.2% a. 20% b. 40% c. 40%

Lutheran a. Read 26.7% a.100% b. 0% ¢ 0%
b. Play 73.3% a. 36.4% b. 545% c. 9.1%

22. | saw the relevance of the passage to my life more clearly through having
the Scripture: )

a. Read only.

b. Presented in the form of a play
to the following degree:
_ a. Alotmore _ b. More c. A little more d. No
significant difference. -

Church Answer Percent Level of relevance

Episcopal a. Read 23.8% a. 25% b. 50% c.25%
b. Play 76.2% a 20% b. 40% c. 40%

Lutheran . Read 26.7% a. 100% b. 0% ¢ 0%

a
b. Play 73.3% a. 545% b. 18.2% c. 27.3%
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APPENDIX K
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CLERGY REGARDING THE USE OF DRAMATIZED Scripture
1. | believe the level of interest, involvement, and attention of the congregation in seeing Scripture acted

out in comparison with its being read was:

less no difference a little greater greater much greater

2. | think the overt physical and emotional reaction of the congregation on seeing the Scripture acted out
in comparison with its being read was:

less no difference a little greater greater ____ much greater

. 3. Please check the items you feel are true about using dramatized Scripture in a church service:

Provides variety Is attention getting

Isboring Keeps the interest of the congregation

Helps people remember the story Is sacrilegious

Is distracting Involves the congregation in the story

Is inappropriate Helps make the story more meaningful

4. The thing(s) | like most about using dramatized Scripture in a church service is (are):

5. The thing(s) | like least about using dramatized Scripture in a church service is (are):

6. Please describe the impact that seeing dramatized Scripture has had on you personally.
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RESULTS OF RESPONSES FROM CLERGY INVOLVED IN THE STUDY

Three clergy were involved in the study conducted at The Episcopal Church of the
Resurrection and Our Savior Lutheran Church. These included a priest and a deacon
at the Episcopal church and the pastor at the Lutheran church.

The study was conducted in both churches on Sunday March 25, 2001, with the
congregation at the Lutheran church just hearing the Scriptural passage in Luke
15:11-32, which contains the parable of the prodigal son, read as it traditionally is in a
liturgical service. At the Episcopal church, the passage, using the exact same wording
as the Biblical passage, was dramatized with actors portraying the various characters.
Then, on July 29, 2001, the Episcopal congregation heard the Scriptural passage of
Luke 11:1-13, which contains the parable of the friend at midnight, read by a
layreader. Due to a difference in the lectionaries used by the Episcopal and Lutheran
churches, this passage was not slated for use in the Lutheran church until August 12,
2001. On that Sunday, the passage was interpreted in dramatized form with actors
portraying the various characters in the passage, but using the actual wording in the
Bible at the Lutheran church.

The three clergymen at the two churches, who were present for both interpretations,
completed simple questionnaires about their observations of and experience with the

project.

RESPONSES OF GROUP

Two questions asked respondents to select the responses that matched their feelings
and impressions. These were the results of the three participating clergymen.

1. Responses to the question: I believe the level of interest, involvement, and
attention of the congregation in seeing Scripture acted out in comparison with its being
read was:” were: two-thirds, much greater; one-third, a little greater.

2. Responses to the question: *“I think the overt physical and emotional reaction of the
congregation on seeing the Scripture acted out in comparison with its being read
was:" were: 100%, greater.

The third question asked respondents to check items they felt were true about using
dramatized Scripture in a church service. These were the totals for each response.

2 Provides variety 1 Is attention getting .
0 Is boring 2 Keeps the interest of the congregation

0 Is sacrilegious 3 Helps people remember the story
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APPENDIX L

QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT PLAYING A ROLE IN “THE PARABLE OF THE
PRODIGAL SON”

On the next four questions, please check the answer that most closely reflects your
reaction. You do not need to sign your name.

1. The impact on my spiritual growth of being in the play was:
slight fair good very good excellent

2. The impact on my self-confidence, self-concept and self-understanding has been:
slight fair good very good excellent
3. My understanding of the story and message of this parable has grown:

not at all __ very little somewhat a good deal a lot

4. My understanding of and empathy with the characters in the parable have
increased:

not at all very little somewhat a good deal a lot

5. The thing(s) | liked most about being in the play was (were):

6. The thing(s) | liked least about being in the play was (were):

7. Please describe the impact being in this play has had on both your spiritual and
personal development. (Use other side if more space is needed.)

My age is teenager 21 35 36 - 50 over 50

lama ___ male female
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RESPONSES BY SEX

For all four of the questions the four female participants gave slightly higher average
responses than did the six male actors.

WHAT PARTICIPANTS LIKED MOST

The fifth question asked participants to write what they liked most about being in the
play. These were their responses. .

O 0O 0000 O0

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0

People and environment

Working with the cast

Watching people and their reaction to the story

All plays

I am spreading the Word of God.

Getting to know other cast members better

Being able to use “gifts” and offer ministry through something | dearly love is

a treat. -
Doing something | enjoy with like-minded Christian brothers and sisters

Not having to memorize lines

Camaraderie

Spiritual insights

Getting to make the congregation laugh

Bring the Word “alive” for people to see all the emotions, the nuances that

come when real people interact.

WHAT PARTICIPANTS LIKED LEAST

Having to be the bad guy

It's hard work.

Crawling around on the floor

Missing the first rehearsal

Not being able to sit and watch the complete performance myself

That one of the pigs got sick
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THE IMPACT BEING IN THE PLAY HAD ON ACTORS’ SPIRITUAL AND
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

o | can’t really explain it, but it is great.

o | have a much better understanding of the difference between compliance

and true obedience.

o It helped me to better understand the message of the prodigal son.

o The Lord used my character portrayal in this play to further confirm a
prophetic work that he is doing in my life. So the timing and Scripture
presented in the play were important in reassuring me of God’s presence
and activity in my personal walk with him.

The presentations bring Scripture to live. Seeing the parables brought to life
adds another, more personal dimension to the Word.

The thing that impacted me most was a new insight on how much the father
loves both sons. I've always thought about God's love for the Prodigal, but
when we acted out the Scriptures, | realized how much he loved the elder
brother as well. It was especially evident when he left the celebration and
went out to plead with him to come in, and when he told him that everything

he had was his.

o Very good! -
o By playing a character, | got to see into and tap into all the emotions that we

all feel. It allowed me to see deeper into how much God loves us and is
overjoyed when we return!

(@)

(@]
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APPENDIX M
QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT PLAYING A ROLE IN “THE PARABLE
OF THE FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT”

On the next four questions, please check the answer that most closely reflects your
reaction. You do not need to sign your name.

1. The impact on my spiritual growth of being in the play was:

slight fair good very good __excellent

2. The impact on my self-confidence, self-concept and self-understanding has been:

slight fair good very good excellent

3. My understanding of the story and message of this parable has grown:
not atall _ - very little somewhat a good deal a lot

4. My understanding of and empathy with the characters in the parable have
increased:

not at all very little somewhat a good deal a lot

5. The thing(s) | liked most about being in the play was (were):

6. The thing(s) | liked least about being in the play was (were):

7. Please describe the impact being in this play has had on both your spiritual

and personal development. (Use other side if more space is needed.)

My age is: 21-35 36-50 over 50

lama__ male female
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RESPONSES BY SEX

The average response for the four males was slightly higher on question 1. On
question 2, 75% of the males selected “very good” with 25% indicating “good,” while
the female said “good.” For question 3, responses for the sexes averaged out the
same, and, of course on question 4, they were identical.

WHAT PARTICIPANTS LIKED MOST

The fifth question asked participants to write what they liked most about being in the
play. These were their responses.

o The children participating

o It was short.

o The chance to bring God to people

o Doing the play with the other people, interaction
o Confidence

WHAT PARTICIPANTS LIKED LEAST

Only one participant wrote anything for the thing he liked least. His response was:
“fear of being ‘up front.”

THE IMPACT BEING IN THE PLAY HAD ON ACTORS’ SPIRITUAL AND
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

o Should help my poor prayer life

o Awareness of strength in praying (perseverance)

o Caused me to reflect more on the power of prayer

o It always fills my heart with joy to praise God and bring people to him with my

actions.
o 1 felt very uplifted having participated in the skit.
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G. News Releases and Other Information from the Internet

Annenberg Public Policy Center. “Is the Three-Hour Rule Living Up to Its Potential?”
study. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, June 26, 2000.

. “Media in the Home" study. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania,
June 26, 2000.

Cyber Dialogue study. Cited on CNN, Oct. 29, 1998.

Walsh, David. “Whoever Tells the Stories Defines the Culture” Media.ahd the Family
study. Norman, Okla.: National Institute on Media and the Family, (Internet),

n.d.

H. Videorecordings

Anfuso, Francis. Bearing Fruit or Boring People. 20 min. 21st Century Ministries,
1993. Videocassette.

Anfuso, Francis. Jesus Ain’t Plain Vanilla. 22 min. 21st Century Ministries, 1993.
Videocassette.



