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and 'Quéhegois' rospeotively. Anti-Confederation feoling was still
ranmpant in many arcas. In Quebec, many members of the reformist Rouge
Yarty, despite the pro-Confedoration stand of their leaders, Antoinec
Aimé Dorion and Luther Holton, could not muster much support for the
union. In lNlova Scotia, Joseph Howe and his seemingly intransigent anti-
Confoderation Liberals captured all but one of the province's federal
geats. This was not a cause for alarm, however, commented the nation's
first Prime Uinister: in his words, '"Nova Scotia...has declared, so far
as she cany against Confederation; but she will be powerless for harm".7
As was to be expscted, fhe anti-Confederation sentiment periodically
found expression in certain journals in the first generation after 1867.
"There are few provinces, if any, in it (Confederation) to-day," main-
tained tho jlanitoba Free Press, "that would not rejoice to be out of it,
and that would not forever stay out if they were“.8 It would appear
that a mere league of provinccs had been formed; and a great task re-
mained for the people of the various parts to conceive and develop a
national identity which would fuse them together as Canadians working

for the groater good of the community.

In post-Confederation politics, the federal Liberal party in its
quest for a strong and appealing national identity had to contend with

sevoral major problems. Firstly, its numoriocal weakness was a source

7Croighton, D., quotod in John A. liacdonald, The 01d Chioftain,
Vol.II, (ilacmillan, Toronto, 1955), pe 3

8Lcwror, op. oit., aquoted from The ileck, pe 299
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movement, oharacterized by the agrarian radiocalism of frontier democracy
and the recreation of government on the American elective pattern, had
lost most of its vigorous fighters = such as John Rolph and William Lyon
ilackenzie =~ through withdrawal from politios or through the mellowing
process of passing yearslo as was the case with linlcolm Cameron. The
small remaining group of Reformers, labelled by J.ll.S. Careless as
'foderate Reformers', had as their chaupions such men as iiichael Foley
and Sandfield MNacdonald. These individuals were inclined to political
opportunisn believing that modification of existing Reform principles
could be justified for the sake of power11 - a8 thought however utterly
abhorred by Brown. By the early 'sixties Brownite Liberalism had come
to dominate the thinking of most Upper Canadiansj the Clear Grit fondness
for radicalism had been successfully purged from the Reform movement and
Brown in offeot controlled "the Grits" - as the Globe called the party -
without any serious challenge to his leadership.12 Thus by achieving
this groat political triumph Brown was able to swing Ontario Reformers
behind his hopes for a federal union and keep them in oheck during the
critical months of 1864 and 1865 as the ground work for Confederation
was laid at Charlottetown, Quebec City and in the parliament of the
Canadas. Once he conceived that his purpose in the coalition with the

Conservatives had besn realized and that Confederation would soon be a

13
'fait accompli', Brown resigned to booome "a free man once more.
lobareless,.gg. cites, po 13 1%!212-9 PPe 14~15
12

Tbid. 9 Do 14

's
11v34., p. 218. For a full disoussion of the reasons for Brown

regignation, seo Careless, p. 218






too much diffioulty in ronewing the old alliance. Howover, tho diewhard
anti-Confedoration lLiberals from tho ilaritiwes would present a wmuch mora
sorious challongee. To win theia over to Confederation and support of the
Reform party was an absolute necossity if the party wore to becdme national
in scope. Thon therc was the problem of solecting a lcader of the Op—
position. Goorge Browm had retired from the political lists and would

not reconsider the many requests to run again after his defeat by almost
100 votes in the riding of South Ontario in August 1867. Of course, he
would still be availablo to counscl the influential party members and the
Government through correspondence and the editorial columns of the Globas.

The next choice in order of soniority was Browm's old politioal
partner from Quebec, Antoine Aimé Dorion. It was certain, howover, that
the Ontario Roformers would never be broaduinded enough to forget past
differences and accept a French Canadian to lead an essentially CEnglish
rarty, especially since Dorion and his following had not supported Browm's
Confederation stande Besides, Dorion, leader of the Rouges for over a
decado, was aging markedly; it was well known that he harboured thoughts
of relinquishing the Rouge leadership.

Perhaps Luther Holton, a leading English businosszan from ilontreal
and oonfrdre of Dorion, might have been considered next as a possibility.
He had been choson for the prominent post of Finance linistoer in the
Brown - Dorion linistry of 1858, that hapless government whioh had lasted
only forty-eight hours. Later in 1863 Holton served again as finance
minister in the Sandfiocld llacdonald=-Dorion Linistry of that year. Thero
vas no doubt that ho was a cormendablo winister and possessed exoaptional

n
skill in debating. Probably ho did covet the position of Oppositio






of Luther Holton becoming Opposition Leader; "I am sure that such a step
would greatly damage if not utterly ruin, our hopes of success at (the)
next election. What a howl would be raised (in Ontario)1"22
Then there was DBdward Blake, son of the distinguished jurist,
William Hume Blake. The Blakes, with the Baldwins and the Gowans, were
Irish Angliocans of the established aristocracy who on their arrival in
Canada had taken up the cause of liberalism and nationalism.23 Following
in the footsteps of his famous father - a member of the Baldwin~Lafontaine
Reform lMinistry - Blake was first elected to parliament in both Ottawa
and Toronto in 1867 under the dual representation system but first rose
to prominence in the provincial legislature of Ontario. By 1871, excep—
tional mental ability, a raszor-sharp legal mind and a flair for politics
had all combined to make him at thirty-nine the intelleotual giant of the
Ontario Reformers, "the only legislator of commanding ability there", as
one leading Liberal noted.24 Certainly Blske had many qualifications for
the title of federal opposition leader especially since in 1871 he was
recognized as the Liberal chief in the Ontario Parliament. Yet, though
exceptionally brilliant, the young lawyer was, as D.lM. Farr obsexrves,
"unstable by temperament; aware of his abilities and morbidly
suspicious of any fancied slight: v..subjeot to alternate moods
of exultation and depression: intensely ambitious, restless and

independent. Yet withal he was urbane and high-prinocipled, 8 o5
man who oould display great sooial charm if he were so inolined

22Maokenzie Papers, Brown to lackensie, Aug. 20, 1869

23Lower’ _O_Bo cit. 9 PPe 218-19

24R9P0rt of the Board of Trustees of thc Pudblic Archives of
Hova Sootia 1952, iiackonzio to A.G.Jonos, December 31, 1870
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licutenants. In 1864 aftor Brown had explainod the purpose of tho great
coalition to achieve a fedoral union, lLlackenzie was the first Reformor
to applaud the new soheme.27 Although not a 'father of Confederation',
lfackenzic made countless spoeches in favour of it in both Canadas and

the liaritimes, always defeonding Browm's decision to jJoin liacdonald's
Tories. Zven after Browm withdrew from the Confederation ilinistry wvhen
its success seemed certain, lMackenzie rushed to the defonco of Brown to
rofute the criticiem levelled by Reforuers Howland and iloDougall (who had
remained in the lacdonald Cabinet) that Brown was splitting tho party
and not giving the llacdonald ministry a fair chance. So vigorous was his
dofence that by 1867 Lackenzie was recognised as Browm's chief deputy.

As a politician, liackenzie was a debator of first rank. Always a come-
plete master of his faots, he attacked his opponents with revealing
sorutiny and storming barrages of condemnation. Always uppormost in his
mind were the principles of honest government, efficioncy, justice and
fairness to the last detail. Any form of corruption, patronage or
political opportunism he was loath to tolerate. Caustic and pugnacious
in debate, he soon oreated respsct for his oaroful oxamination of
quastions under discussion. Although bluntly realistioc, ilackenzie was

not a man to ooupromise his principlese.

Such wero the choicos for loaderchip. Brown, aftor his defoat

in 1867, no longor would rulc and insiotod that his role honceforth would

tario
bo advisory only. Dorion and ilolton had alionated the majority of on

2T111a., opeoitey ps 82









II

A STRUGGLING PARTY

Edward Blake in the eighteen-seventies was the boy-wonder
politician of the Liboral Party and at the same time a figure of manifest
unpredioctability. "He is a porfect enigma to me," J.D. Edgar, an in-
fluential Liberal, once commentad to Alexander Mackenzie, "... I don't
see his game a bit“.l EBven to some journals of the time capriciousness
was the main characteristic of this mans "He (Blake) has proven hinsolf
to be as erratic as a comet," complained the Montreal Gagette, "and no
one friend or opponent can be certain for an hour ahesad of his movementa."2
How did this influential politician acquire such a reputation? Firstly,
the voery nature of his character and manner holped to produce an aura of
mystioism that obscured his motivations and repelled the intimacies of
close friendship. Cold, reserved, super-sensitive, yet possessing an
extraordinarily brilliant mind and endowed with a vast capaocity for detail,
legal work and administrativo effioienocy, Blako was, as O.D. Skelton says,

"tho most masterful and overwhelming logician, surveying every h

phage of tho ocase, fitting argument into argument and heaping
demonstration upon demonstration until his opponent sank

erushed under tho weight." 3

lmaokenzie Papers, J.D. Edgar to lackonzie, April 27, 1875

2‘I'he lontreal Cazotte, Novembor 3, 1876

14
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This unoxocelled ability at reasoned debate soon brought him gencral
rocognition as the foremost lawyoer in Canada. An intellectual, deeply
respeoted though feared and sometimes hated, he was always aloof from
his political colleagues and even the electorate. Nevertheless, the
respect that his ability inspired made him one of the most feared warriors
of tho Reform cause. The old master, George Brown, had early observed
the outstanding qualities of the young Blake. Writing to liackenzic on
liarch 12, 1867,he desoribed Blake as possessing "admirable, excellent
common sense, an immnense industry and great pluck - not iuch of a
politician, but anxzious to learn and as sharp as a needle."4
Thus in 1867, Blake, following in the political and legal tradition
of his father, a prominent lawyer vwho had been Solicitor-General in the
Baldwin-Lafontaine coalition ministry, entered both Ontario and federal
politiocs. Achieving instant success, he set immnediately to work to revivo
the waning fortunes of the Grit, or as it was knovm at this time, the
Reform party. So great vas his success that he became known far and wide
throughout the land. His reward caie after.only three short years when he
was named leador of the Ontario Liberals in 1870, replacing the aging
Archibald iicKellar who had held the post since 1867. ilcKellar in faot
was instrunental in awarding this plum to Blake, since it wao on his
motion that the party seleoted the latter to dircet its fortunes.5

But, like llackenzie and wany othor prominent politioians, Blake at

3Skolton, 0.D., Lifo and lLottors of Sir ilfrid lLaurior, Vol. I
(Oxford University Press, Toronto, 1921), pe 167

4Mackenzie Papors, Brown to ilackenzic, liarch 12, 1867

2 [a]
Ipid., Goorge Brown to %illiam Buokingham, Fobruary 4, 1670
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this time had his hand in both federal and provinocial politics, a situ-
ation made possible by the then-existing device known as '"Dual Reprosen=—
tation" which allowed an individual to serve in both the Provincial and
Dominion Houses at the same time. Suoh a dual role was, to say the least,
rhysically exhausting, and most certainly, detrimental to one's business
interests. Thus, on being persuaded to accept the provincial leadership,
Blake had let it be known that he was determined not "to sit in two

6 It remained to be seen which House

chambers as a permanent thing".
Blake would select as the more suitable and commensurate with his
abilities.

However, by no stretoh of the imagination could Blake be considercd
the deosignated commandor of the federal Liberal contingent. Since the
rotirement of the old Grit war horse, George Brown, the mantle of leader-
ship had fallen (somewhat by default so it seemed) upon his chief
lieutenant in the west, Alexander liackenzie, the righteous and high-
principled Scottish contractor turned politioian.7 The opponents of Sir
John A. Uacdonald and his cronies had for that matter come to look to
Mackenzie for leadership against the Tories in tho Dominion Parliamont.
Even the press had dubbed him with the title of opposition leador, an
honour altogsther unpalatable to the recipient. "I am nothing of the

kind", llackenzie wrote to a close friend in 1869.8 "I would not allow

6rpid.

TBromn's other important licutonant in Wostern Ontario, Archibald
MoKellar, was, as noted, nawmod Reform leader in the provinoial House
in 1867.

Qiaokonzio Papors, lackenzic to Charles Black, 8y 10, 1869









19

prominent Rouges, had been "acting in a half hysterical manner" in their
pronouncenents regarding the need for reciprooal trado with the United

11

States. Also the anti-union sentiment previously voiloced by some Rouges

had led to disaster for the Party in the form of bitter clerical hostility
and open condemnation by the Church.12 llackenzie had little desirs for
the federal Libsrals to incur in addition the wrath of the Quebee oclergy.
Thus he was convinced of the necessity of "a separation of the Rouge
clemont from all connection with us."13
Hevertheless, despite Nackenzie's views, the same Iuther Holton
in the summer of 1869 undertook the task of bringing the two provincial
parties into closer alignment. George Brown, who retained a prominont
influence within party ciroles, was, however, exceedingly critical of
the wisdonm of such a step. And in oonsultation with Edward Blake, he
found that the young lavyer shared his doubts "as to the propriety of a
close conneotion = ~ — between the U.C. liberals & the L.C. Rougos'"; tho
wisest proocedure, in Brown's view was that "it would be better for each
party to paddle its own canoe a little longer."14 If lackenzie were
inoclined to work for a closer organization of the two parties, the first

step "would be to choose a party leador." Blake thought that "Holton

aspires to that position & would be satisfied with nothing short of

M ackenate Papors, Ilackenzie to Black, lUay 19, 1869

1ZWade, llason, The French Canadians, 1760 = 1945 (Hacnillan,

Toronto, 1955), pe 340 and passin

13iackenzio Papors, liackonzio to Charles Black, Lay 19» 1869

14Haokenzia Papora, Brown to liackenzie, August 20, 1869
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Loot llackenzie conceive of his formal seleotion as an obstacls to the
possiblo roturn of the crusading journalist to the Parliamentary lists,
Browm hastened to add: "I have not the slightest desire or intention of .
re~onteoring Parliamentary life." Brown was clearly determined not to
undergo any further politiocul hwailiations at tho polls. ilackenzie
replied testily. "I think I need hardly say I would be the last wman to
subject you to any 'humiliation' « « . The (South) Ontario humiliation
would not have happened if my opinion could have prevailed.“19
Despite his foruer ohief's obvious prodding, liackenzie preferrsd
to retain his unofficial capacity since the arrangoment left open an
avenue of escape for him should the position become too onerous. Tho
proposed change would result in no political advantage in ilackenzie's
opinions then too, he possessod serious doubts as to his ability to give
the party satiefactory lcadership. Stated lackenzies
"I have no wish, no anxiety as to the acquisition of the formal
leadership of the Ontario liberals. In my present position I
can refuse the often applied title when I please, and withdraw
from its labours without blame... I can see no party advantage
in the attainment. No uan can be a leader unloss he really
does lead. If I ocan do so good and well (sic), if not the next
best man steps forward." 20
These words were to have real signifiocance in the eighteen-soventies as
Edward Blake, "the noxt best man" stopped forward periodically frou the
sidelines in scarch of the party's leadorship. As for Brown's desire that

liaokenzie should assume the foraul leadership iumediatoly, Jiackenzie

remarked, "I would scorn to be the manufactured figurochoad of tho party

198rown Papers, ilackcnzie to Brown, August 21, 1869

201154,
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if not possessed of ability or power to sustain its honours. Uho can

forget poor Foley's ludicrous leadership in 1862':"21

It would appear that
in 1869 Alexander ilackenzie was wanting in self-confidence, or felt that
if he did assume the leadership he would merely be the mouth piece of George
Brown. Even four years later, when he became the offioial leader of the
party,some oontinued to wonder whether he was in fact the leader in his
own right, or simply a "manufacturcd figurehead of the party".

Edvard Blake at this time apparently possessed no strong opinions
conserning structural changes in the federal Libexral Party. In regard to
the proposed merger of the Ontario and Quebec groups, that gontleman
seemed rather indifferent. Although he did not share the antagonism felt
by both Brown and liackenzie towards the scheme, neither was he enthusi-
astics Rather he accepted any new organization "as a choice of dif-

w22 54311 Haokenzie had "no doubt" that Blako would "be willing

fioulties.
to continue our present arrangements"..

ldackenzie,hovever, realized that a coalition of the fraguented
opposition groups under central direction offered the only proumise of
sucoess in the struggle against lMacdonald and his efficiently organized
national party machine. Only in unity and the party's expansion oould

any hope be entertained for future suocess. To persist in the prosent

2l1bid., INichael Foley had boen offioially oleoted Reform leader
by the party cauous in 1862 after Oliver lfowat and W7illism llacDougall had
both refused the position. As Professor Careless comuzonts, Foloy soon
“pretty conclusively proved his inoapaoity for command during tho session
and ended in violent, open quarrels with his colleagues".
Careless, JelleS, _0_20__0_5_._'!;_0, Pe 64

22144,
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8till rogionalism. As long as the Ontario majority continued to dominate
the party, and made little attempt to define or comprehend the interests
of the Maritime Reformers, no oohesive party could materialize. The
Ontario Liberals still retained the legacy of the narrow provincial out-
look so prominent in Upper Canada during the eighteen-fifties. Hackenzie
probably comprehended this situation to some degreej however to him, the
interest of the Ontario majority - and of course Liberal principles -.
could not be saorificed simply to soothe a handful of Maritime Reformers.
None the less, pressure from time to time was exerted on the recalcitrants
in the hope‘of obtaining their loyalty and support. Some promise of s
rapprochement did in fact ocome from these efforts during the parliamentary
session of 1872, and Mackenziec became convinced that conoiliation was
imminent. "It seems probable," he wwrote Brown oconfidentially, "that an
understanding will be arrived at with (the) Nova Scotia ifembers which
will bring a good majority from the Province into line" with the Roform
policies laid down by ilackenzie and his lieutenants.28

It is evident that a reconciliation of sorts with the Nova Scotian
Reformers was indeed achieved during the 1872 session; at the same time,
however, it cannot be asserted that these bonds were effectively forged.
Interestingly enough, only a year later, A.G. Jones, despite his repu-
tation as the leading Haritime Reformer, refused to participate in a
gathering called for the purpose of forinally seolecting an official lcader

of the federal Liberals. As lackonzie put it, "he declined as he thought

28Brown Papers, lMackongice to Brown, no date, but writton during

the 1872 Parliamentary Soession
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it bettor at prosent not go to that length".29 Hor is therc any avail-
able ovidenoc to suggest that any of his Hova Scotian collcagues attcndod.
It is diffioult to explain vhy they hesitated to idontify themsclves with
the llackeonzie party. Seoemingly the only plausible oxplanation is that

the old love of frecdom, indepondence and provineialism had not as yet
been conguered by the manifest necessity of political unity. In addition,
the confining conflict over transcontinental railway policy thwarted any
oonorote move toward sffoctive co~opsration.

Hotwithstanding thesc formidable obstacles, lackenzie continued
t0 plead for Laritime support. It was useless $o insist on regional
indopendence, maintained Mackenzie; only through affeoting harmony within
tho party would thers be any hops of achieving positive rogional benofits.
“In Ontario & Quobocc we oan carry all before us," llackenzio told Joncs
flatly. "H.S. & N.B. should understand that the country cannot bo governcd
by the smaller Provinces combining sgainst tho two larger.”Bo That the
'loader' of the party that had always championed vrovincial rights should
make such a staterent is indeed intar?eting.

This bluntly worded invitation to got on the Liberal bandwagon
vhile thoro was still time was probadly inctrumontal in changirg the
political thinking of Jones and his collcaguos. At any rato, by the end
of July 1873, the liova Scotian Liberals ao a body wero willing to co =
operate - and support — thoir colleagucs irom Ontario and Quoboo. This

was joyful nows for Maokcnzic. I am very glad," he inforuacd Thozas

29Ibid., Lackenzie to Browm, ilarch 5, 1873

3%;,va Sootia Archivoo Roport, iackenzie to Jones, March 11, 1873
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railvay agreement with Britich Columbia. OSecondly, the Liberals shrewdly
exploited the shortcomings of tho llashington Treaty allegedly negotiated
by Sir Jobhn with the United States, in wvhich Canadian rights had scemningly
been sacrified, as tho United States gainod navigational rights on the
St. Lawrenco and admission to tho Atlantic fisheries at incredible low
cost. Wor was any compensation for the Fenian Raids obtainad from the
United States. Alsoy; the memory of the Riel Rebellion of 1870 and tho
inept handling of it by the Conservatives lingecred on - especially their
failure to punish the murderors of 'Thomas Scott. Likevrise, the lianitoba
settlement with its guarantees to Roman Catholicism rankled the hcaris

of many Ontario Orangomen. Lastly, the Liberal organization buoyed up

by the topling of Sandfield llacdonald's provincial rogimo fought a
campaign of great vigour. In addition to these failuros, Liackecnzio
attackoed Hacdonald on a numbor of other charges; namely his hesitancy

in accopting Confederation when first proposed, his reluctanco to let
Parliamont control the spending of public monies, his political op-
portunism, his denial of the 'rop by pop' principle in granting British
Columbia an unjustified six ropresentatives, his politioal patronago

ond the unjustified sponding of monoy to obtain votes. The list scomod
to be cndless. All in all, lackenzie bad an abundanoce of political
anzunition vhich ho did not hesitato to firo at the Tories — succdssiully
in many cases. Tho Tories woro only able to wrest victory in the oloction
by a snall majority — and only with tho lavish oponding of Sir Hugh
Allan's poney as tho Pacific Scandal lator proved. Thus whon the new
Parliauwont sssombled, it socmoed possible that Sir John might go down to

; ( t
defoat on the floor of the Houss. !'ith tho ohanoo of oucooss 00 near 2
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hand, the feeling was prevalent that an official party leader should be
selected. The great majority of the Liberal representatives had at last
realized by lHarch 1873 that soctionalism was indeed a curse to the politi=-
cal health of the party, and that an official leader acceptable to all
Reform faotions must be naumed.

Thus, the day before the louse commenced the 1873 Session, the
Liberals got down to the serious task of seleoting a loader. In a
meeting of the Ontario Liberals on ilarch 5, 1873, liackenzie roiterated
the need to select a leader who could weld all seotions togother into
one solid front. Then he eoxpressed his "intontion of declining to have
my name mentioned in connection with the Loadorship."35 His suggestion
wae that Edward Blake, recently resigned as Promier of Ontario, (1871)
and now returned revitalized and full of energy from his rest-cure in
Englend, be drafted as the new leader. "I thon pointed out ee. that I
thought iir. Blake's name would probably be received by the other provinces
as the most suitable" to bring together the divorse segments of the
party.36 Immediately the wrangling begane. Hany of the Ontario men folt
that since ilackenzie, not Blake, was Brown's chosen disciple, iiackongie
therefore should continue to wear Brown's mantle. Souwe felt that his
association with the old Grit leador was a distinet liability for
llackengie. As Riohards expressed it, "many thought iir. llackonzis was too
closely allied with lr. Brown. it (sigc) would bo wmuch bettor to consider

whather it would not be wise to think of anothor man". George Brown, as

35Brown Papers, llackenzio to Browm, Larch 5, 1873

361014,
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Professor Careless has vividly revealsd, had alienated and earmed the
hatred of many people -« in partiocular the French Canadians - through his
editorial polemics attacking the power of the Roman Catholie Church and
what he conceived to be French domination of the government. In a private
letter to Edward Blake, Edward Penny, a staunch Quebec Liberal, took stock
of the damage done to the party by Brown's paper. "Our French friends
wore one after another foroed out of public 1life years ago by the fanatical
anti-Catholicism of the Globe."37 Four years aftor his retirement from
active political life, Gsorge Brown was still anathema to some pooplo.

Yot others were ready to discount any adverse influence that the
Brovm conneotion might have ereoted at that time. Dr. Bergin, in the samo
committee meoting of llarch 5th, vigorously denounced the "Roformers who

ylelded to the Tory attempt to make a bugaboo of Brown."38

Bergin had no
doubt whatsoover that "the Reformers of the east had entire confidence in
Mr. Brovn « « « 8nd that the party owed mors to him than (t0) any other
nan."” In any event, ldiackenzie, despite the pleas from certain umcmbers,
romained adamant in his determination to step down from the so-called
leadershipe.

At a second smaller committec meeting jointly composed of Ontario
and Quebeo Liberals on the samo day (llarch 5, 1873), the members seomed
inolined at first to give approval to Dorion's suggestion that tho

Ontario wing should solcot the new lender, since "she (i.e. Ontario) had

more than all the others in number." Horeover, Luc Letollicr de St. Just

. 13, 18
3Tiackonzio and Blake Papers, [dward Ponny o Blako, Sepe 13, 1573

383rown Papors, ilackonzie to Brown, Llarch 5, 1873
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soon put forth Blake's name for consideration. "Quebec would prefer
Blake", he proolaimed as he delivered "an extravagant eulogy" on the
merits of Blake.S? This culogy had little effeot, for Blake like Mackenzie
was quiok to quash the hopes held for his candidacy. Twice "at our own
meeting and also in the committee," Blake proolaimed "that he could not

accept the position."4o

Seemingly an impasse had been roached; llackenzie
also absolutely refused to be "in any way a candidate'. The only other
possibility was a dark horse, Antoine Aimé Dorion. Could Dorion be por-
suaded to accept the leadership nomination? "“If Blake persists in his
refusal," llackenzie felt, "Dorion will no doubt be chosen leader."

The next morning, on March 6, a few hours before thoe time set for
the delivery of the Throne Speech, the committee re-convened. Blake
positively refused to allow his name to be considercd. Ilackenzie then
tried to persuade Dorion to accept a draft, but "Holton, Gooffrion, Jetté
and Dorion were unanimous in the opinion that an Ontario man should
lead"41 since any future leader must have the backing of tho largo English
Roform group in Ontario. At this point in the meoting evoryone seemad
to clamour for lackenzie to accopt. As the pressure reached its olimax
Yackenzie finally succumbed and, allowed the committee to submit his
name to the meeting. The outoome was a forogone conolusion. The sevonty

odd members at the meeting gave loud approval to tho motion presented dy

391144,
401p14.

4114, , iareh 7, 1873
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unanimity before in my oxperienoe."45 Unfortunately, despite every
effort, llackenzie could not maintain this unanimity. It shortly disintc-
grated into dissension.

At this timoe, the party, in addition to naming its official leader,
also inaugurated a tighter party organigation which included party *‘whips?
to marshall and co-ordinate Liberal strength in House divisions. For
these new changes, liackenzie was primarily responsible. In doing so, he
had definite aims in mind. "I have only adopted party organization as a
means to an end", he explained, "that end being a change of policy in the

government and on many grounds a change of administration."46

The pro-
gramme that Mackenzie desired, whether instituted by the Conservatives or
the Liberals was the introduction of such virtues as officiency, stringent
economy and honesty as fundamental oriteria for the administration of
public affairs. In the early eighteen-seventies, the Liboral Party,
despite its potentially disruptive factions, had begun to prove that

it did have the necessary flexibility for solving the problems that
throateoned to destroy it. It was in effoct in the process of becoming

a national party. Tighter party organization and direotion had been
established and an official loader named. The party had embraced a
philosophy of strict political morality, efficienoy in government, and

a denial of opportunism for political advantago. The legaoy of George

Brown had done much to ostablich the party, but the Liberal Party of tho

1pia,

460ntario Public Archives, Sir Richard Cartwright PoPe
Hackenzio to Richard Cartwright, Septembor 4, 1873
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Blake was "thoroughly tired of the Loocal House."47 Did this mean that
Blake was simply dissatisfied, disinterested, or disgusted with loocal
politids? At any rate, the trouble did not develop into a serious problem
until the dying days of the following year. One day shortly after mid -
December 1871, lackenzie received from Blake a jarring letter couched in
urgent terms. "Take the leadership, I beg of you, as I did long ago."48
Blake apparently was determined to resign! If lMackenzie was reluctant to
agsume command, Blake suggested "a small

ocoummittee, [lackengzie, licKellar, Currie, Crooks & Robinson or

something like that, to manage in the meantimej however this

is a very clumsy expedient, and (I) should infinitely prefer

in the interests of the party to see you at once installed.™ 49
Blake without doubt desired to rid himself of the responsibilities of
the leadership, and, as Thomson states, "to avoid the Premiership"so vhioch
appeared imminent at any moment. Thomson errs however, in stating that
Blake also "wanted..s..to get out of the lLegislature entirely."51 Blake
specifically stated in his letter to Mackensie on December 17, 1871,
"I need hardly say that I shall be at the command of yourself or the
committee at all times, and that I will try to do my share of the work

of the Bouse."52 Nevortheless, despite all his determination, Blake was

4Tova Sootia Archives Report, Mackonsie to Jones, Deo.3l, 1870
48Haokenzie Papers, Blake to Mackensie, December 1T, 1871
4259&9-

SoThomson, opegitey ps 128

*lIbsa.

5?uaokengie Papors, Blake to Iiackenzie, Decouber 17s 1871
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soleoted Scott as Commissioner of Crown Lands and licKellar as Commissioner
of Agrioculture and Fublio ﬁorks.59 At first, Blake had an oxtrenmoly
difficult time in induoing liackenzic to enter the new provincial cabinet,
but in tho end he overcame the reluctance of the ex-=Scot to participate in
provincial politics. Thore were two main reasons for ackenzie's acoep-
tance of the Provincial Treasury portfoliot Firstly to gain practical
exporience in the administration of public monies and in governuental
affairs generally, and secondly to terminate dual representation.

The Blake administration lasted only six weeks; yet its rccord
vias extremely impressive. The highlights consisted of neasures to achieve
strict legislative control of railway construotion, to improve education
and the quality of toeaching through increased public spending, to augment
municipal aid, to give grants to new settlers, and financial help to
hospitals and other social welfare measures, and finally to abolish the
device of dual representation. To eliminate any possibility of govern-
mental corruption, no legislator would be allowed to hold an office
supplying remuneration from the Crown. Procedures for instituting suits
against the Crovn were also simplified,

The abolition of dual representation in mid-1872 posed a grave
question for Blake: should he continue to employ his talents in guiding
the fortuncs of the Ontario Liberals as a big frog in a little puddlo,
or should ho gamble and transfer his aotivities to the federal arona in

the hope of achieving even groater distinotion?

59For-tho other members of Blako's oabinet, seo Biggar,
Oop.cits,y Do 150
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first federal Parliament, he left immediately for a complete rest in
England. lowever, shortly aftervards rumours began to ociroculate that he
was considering a complete and pormanent withdrawal from the political
arena« Unquestionably the man was ill but if this rumour was confirmed,
it would be a disaster for the party at election time since Blake's

62 {7illiam Proudfoot, shortly

prrestige accounted for many Liberal votes.
after he had heard the story in mid-June, wrote hastily to ontreat Blake
"not to think of this for sometime to come." In Proudfoot's opinion,

the young lawyer's influence was "widening & spreading in every direction
where opinion is to be influenced irrespective of interest. Your control
is to a far greater extont than the same in 'power'."63 Proudfoot
seemingly visualigzed Blake as the purger of evil and purifier of politics.
"What many hope from your influence is the creation of a sounder and
healthior tone in politics so that they may be engaged in by honourabls
men without the necessity of soiling their oharacters."64 Various letters
of a similar nature were probably influential in persuading Blake to give
up any thoughts of resignation that he may have harboured. Ho did however
decide to absent himself from politics for a fow months in the hope that

a rest in England would restore his physical vigour. But full retirement

628uoh was the situation encountered by iackenzie in the 1872
Poderal canvass during which Blake was absent. Commsnted ’lackenzie to
Nova Scotia's A.G. Jones, "Blake's absence has been a heavy drawback to
us, & has probably cost us one or two constituenoies.” (Nova Sootia
Archives Report, llackenzie to Jones, August 26, 1872

63Blake Fapers, Vims Proudfoot to Blake, June 19, 1872

641114,
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was not his intention: the people, he let it be knowm, could expsct him
to resume his political ocareer upon his return, in faot it was to be
pursued in the federal parliament exclusively, the only place wortbhy of
his exoceptional talonts. Thore had never been any possible chance that
Blake would considor returning to the provircial legislature. As noted,
as early ac December 1870, he had become thoroughly tired of 'the Looal
House's The zbolition of dual representation was a convenieni way to
rolinquish provincial responsibilities and devote himself exclusively
to fedoral politiocs., No doubt the thought ocourred to him that he might
duplicate on the federal level his great success in provineial politics.
Leadership of the fedoral Liberals was within his grasp if he played his
cards correctly. Meanvhile, to fill the breach in the Provincial House,
Oliver Howat was persuaded by the Blake~Brown-tlackengie triumvirate to
give up his position on the Bench and assume the leadership of the
provincial Refbrmefé;Gs

The disintegration and collapse of the Blake-ilackenzie modus
operandi, that is, Blake manipulating Onfario politios and ilackenzie
direoting Reform fortunes on the federal scene, came as a profound
surprise to many. Vhy had Blake oast aside the glory and prestige that
wera his as provincial premier? His efficiency and popularity in the
Ontario House had been proven both to himself and the people at large.
These sucoesses and triumphs, charges Sir Richard Cartwright, an erstwhile

colleague, whetted Blaks's appetite for greater glories - tho glories of

6581 ggar, op.cites ppe 151-152
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opinion that ... a House "tainted as it wust be with the
use of Allan's money" could not be respeocted.” 74

As the Governor-General at this time of governmental orisis,
Lord Dufferin had played his cards well. Although soiidly sympathetio
'ith Maodonald -~ a man who had no equal in ability or charm he :telt75
yot the Queen's representative could not be accused of favouritism in
his handling of the Pacific Scandal. As early as October 19, he hod
informed Hacdonald that the latter'a "personal oonneotion with what has
pasaed cannot but fatally affeot your position as minister."7 Dufferin
felt that Maocdonald and his ministers should tender their resignations
before Parliamentary censure rather than endure the stigma of official
publio condemnation. In any event, they could not be permitted to retain

n77

office by "a wvitiated parliamentary majority. Thus, it was, as some
of his Conservative aupﬁortors - more acourately nominal Conservatives -
oafeotod from the party, ﬁaodonald and his cabinet resigned. As Maokenszie
was given his commission for forming a new govermment, Dufferin justified
his aotions in not calling on the Liﬁeralo sooner. "Now," he told
lackonzie,

“you become Prime Minister ... not through any unfair

advantage ... nor through the premature condemnation

of men who have been given no opportunity of making
their defence, nor in consequence of any violent act

74Ibid., second letter of the day
Tcrosgnton, Vol.II, op.cite, pps 171172
T1p1ia,, p. 171

Mrvia,, p. 172
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country. 81 Yackenzie employed all his influence to acquire as many
signatures as possible for the petition. Those he could not buttonhole
personally he contacted in writing. "W¥ill you have the kindness to drop
a note to Mr. Zdgar, Toronto," he roquested Albert Hagar in one such
communiocation, "and authorize him to place your name on the requisition
signed by meumbers requesting Ilir. Blake to accept a position in the

82 On the 6th of November Blake received the docuuent. Its

Governnent."
appeal was irresistible, Thus Hovember T, 1873, the day of oath-taking
for the new cabinet meumbers, Blake declared his temporary acceplance

of a minor oabinet post, liinister without Porifolio, a position involving
no conorete responsibility. Admittedly he had bowed reluotantly to the
Judgaent of his colleagues, but it was evident that he planned to do asf 7

little work as possible in the new administration.

81Blake Papers, Petition to Blake, dated Hovombor 6, 1873

82Maokenzie Letter Books, Volume III, !lackenzie to Albort Hagar,

November 4, (?) 1873
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removed the old Grit stock from the cabinet as both Christie and iacdonald
were retired within less than eighteen months. As the Liberal ochiceftain
knew, any provincial porsonification of Ontario Grittism was a political
liability; the new Liberal Party must have a wider, moro progressive
appeal.

The cabinet representation from Quebec, for the first few monthso
at least, were individuals of relatively high standing and stature.
A.A. Dorion, the 0ld Rouge chieftain, possessed exceptional meritj in
torms of power and prestigey no equal could be found to matoh him amongst
the Quebec Liberals, although Luther Holton is reported to have dubbed
Telesphore Fournier, the new minister of Inland Revenus, as "the ablest
and most influential man of our party in the district of Quebeo".2
L.S. Huntingdon had in late 1873 achieved great prominence and popularity
as a result of his role in the oxposure of the Pacific Scandal. Since
Luthoer Holton could not be obtained on account of 'personal reaeons',3
it was Huntingdon's responsibility to represent the English-speaking
interests of Quebec. ILuc Letellier de St. Just was the fourth member
of this popular Quebec contingent. Gradually howaver, this influential
group was replaced by men of lesser ability whon Dorion was retired to
become Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench for Quobso in 1874,
Fournier named a judge of the newly created Supreme Court of Canada in

1875, and St. Just appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Quebeo late in 1876.

2quoted jn: Burke, 'Mackonzie and His Cabinet, 1873-78" Canadian
Historical Review, op.cite, PP 128-148 —

3Brown Papers, ilackonzie to Brown, llovember 13, 1873
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The prestige of Holton's participation would probably bave insured the
support of the ifontreal business commnity - essential for a party still
relatively weak — but then they still might be worn over through honest
and effioiont government. If Holton chose to be obstinate, the way would
be harder, but Holton was not indispensible. If the party ocould do with-
out Brown in a position of prominence, it could equally it seems get
along without Holton.

This experience of cabinet building was. extremely harrowing for
*Jackenzie; in faot "I was siak, éiok, before it was done, really 111".8
Hackenzie was certainly aware that mistakes had been made but he could
only hope they would prove of a minor nature. "After a little time we
will be able to reotify all mistakes & carry on the government I hope in
a satisfactory manner."9

In the now Cebinet, Mackenzie had delegated to himself the lion's
share of the work. In addition to the time consuming duties he would
have as Prime Minister, the dour ex-stonemason assumed the portfolio of
Public Works -~ a job perhaps even mora onerous than the Prime llinlstership
on account of the numerous building and railway construotion scheunes
already slated for completion. One might have expscted that if :lackensie
were to assume another Department it would have been the Finance port-
folio since he had served wost effioiently as Provincial Treasurer in the
Blake linistry of 1871/72 in Ontario. But, as he realized, someone with

experience and authority had to administer the Public Worke department,

8rpia.
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"Those who have some opportunity of knowing ... say that

lire Blake's parting has not been of a cordial kind ...

wo fanoy the public will be equally quick to recognize

that it is simply not among the possibilities that a man

of Ilr, Blake's mental calibre and force oould play second

fiddle to s0 cormonplace a politioian as Alexander Mackenzi@eee

Conscious of his own powers, he (Blake) chafes when the bit

is put into his mouth." 20
Surprisingly enough, The Majil had indeed made a reasonably, accurate
assessment of the situation. Indeed, despite an 'official' denial and
rejeotion of the lajl's oharge by the Globe, Blake's cold, stony silence
on practioally all subjects debated in the House in whioh he continued .
to sit, gave rise to much anxiety and uneasiness within the party.

The bombshell soon burstj the divisions within the party were
blasted open in the thundering terms of Mr. Blake's ‘National Sentiment!
speech, delivered at Aurora, Qotodber 3, 1874. The revolutionary goals
of Iirs Blake were quite astounding to say the least; a distinotive
Canadian autonomy yet Imperial Federation of the Fupire on a federal
basis, a reformed Senate selected by the Provincial lLegislatures, a
compulsory system of voting, and the Hare system of minority represen-—

tation through proportional voting.zl

201444,

21The Hare system, aloo known as tho single transferable vote,
roequires a multiple-member constituency of "at least 5 members", maintain
Professors J«.A. Corry and J.E. Hodgotts, "if it is to achieve its purpose
of enabling each substantial minority to eleot a member'. Ballots in
this system are marked by the voters in order of their preference for tho
candidates, 1,2,3,4, etc. The number of votes necessary for a candidate's
eleotion is determined by dividing the number of votes cast, by the
number of seats to be filled plus one, and then adding one to the result.
After this required numbor of first proferences have elected a candidate,
the remaining first preference ballots of this candidate are transferred
to the voter's mecond choice, and 8o on. Upon the coupletion of this
transferral processes, the candidate with the smallest total is elimi-
nated, and the ballots cast for him are then transferred to the ocandidate
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cloud whioh has heretofore envelopod thoir pathway." 25

The bulk of the Reform press, howevor, hardly viewed the Aurora
speoch as a "dofection'j rather, its stirring sentiments wore hailed as
the dawning of a new and glorious day for the Roforna cause. ilithin the
fow short months that ilackenzie had been in command, many papers - both

Reform and independont -~ had grown dissatisfied with his administration.

24Goldwin Smith, an erstwhile professor of history at Oxford,
and later Cornell, settled in Toronto after marrying a wealthy widowe. 4
noteworthy lianchester School anti-Imperialist and acid polemicist, he
saw as his challenge in Canada the necessity of elevating the tone and
practice of colonial politics and convincing Canada that the British
connection served no useful purpose and should be abolished. Smith must
be accorded the distinction of being the first influential person in tho
new union to champion complete independence for Canada through his
journal, the Nation. Ho soon bscame the mentor of a like-minded group of
devoted followers known as the Canada First Party vwhich, in addition to
its national sentiment of greater independence, advocated such things
as the secret ballot, compulsory voting, representation of minorities,
inocome taxes, Senate re-organization, governmental purity and econony
among other things. The party however, differed with Smith in insisting
upon the maintenance of loose imperial ties. As Professor Careless
points out, Smith was worc of an absorptionist than a nationalist in that
he felt that absorption by the United States was to be Canada's dostiny.
lle was, maintains Carcless, "essontially more concerned with the negative
task of ocutting colonial bonds than (with) the positive problem of orso-
ting a national structure".* As Colonel Georgo T. Dennison, one of the
founders of the Canada First llovement claimed, Smith usocd "the asso-
ciation to advocate disruption of the Empire'. #* It was obvious that the
movemont was out~of-step with that prevalont form of Canadian nationalism
characterized by its British ties. Through Smith's diatribes, the zove-
went had gained extensive publicity but little support.
*¥Caroless, opecites, pe 329

##iasters, D.C., The Riss of Toronto 1850-90, quoted in, (University of
Toronto Press, Toronto 1947) pel3l

25Toronto Mail, October T, 1874
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the speeoh had never been delivered," he told John Caweron, & prominent
Blake supporter, for it vas in essence "a very superficial examnination

of the soveral theories in that speacha"33 Doubtless, to a realistio
student of the Canadian political scene at that time Blake's ideas wers
hardly practical. Pushed to their logical conclusion, some would certain-
ly produce chaos. As Mackenzie was quick to point out to him, it would
be ludicrous to have both seoret and compulsory voting at the same time,
since "a man may put a blank in the (ballot) box."34 Hinority represen~
tation was an unrealistic pipe-dream, and would involve, as the Prime
Ilinister prut it, "a revolution" since it would requirs

"lst, enlarged constituencies with 3 or more members, 2nd a

consistent application of the principle by giving minorities

in Parlt. representation in (the) cabinet, and giving in

(the) 3d (sic) place minorities' views effect in legislation

and on public policy. This means anarchy." 35
Blake's Imperial Federation of the Empire was 'not worth disocussing", for
it was simply a "chimera"36 on acocount of the 'Little England' polioy of
the British government whioh deoried the value of the Empire. The pro-
posal for Senate Reform also have to be written off as unfeasible on
two counts. Firstly, the Senate of Canada by 1874 bhad hardly been in

operation a sufficient duration of time for its ineffeotiveness - or

effectiveness - to be proved. Until documentary proof could be established,

33ya0konzie Lottor Books Vol.III, Hackenzie to Cameron,
October 28, 1874

34Blake Papers, lackenzie to Blake, October 13, 1874
3%8romn Papers, llackenzie to Brown, Ootober 28, 1874

361p34.
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bocauso of his zeal for honesty and offiocionoy, and his belief that the
lowast possible tonder for a projeot must always be acoepted. In ex=~
plaining his refusal to grant a party supporter a government contraot,
he told L.H. Dessaulles:

"it is quite impossible for the Government to give contraots

to any but those whose tenders are lowest ... You think it
is our duty to give contracts to (our) supporters if there
does not happen to be much difference in their offers, as
coampared with others. Well, the question would immediately
arise, how much difference might be allowed? That would be
a moro matter of opinion. Your own idea would he a few dollars -
that of some others, a foew thousand ... there would be no
safoty and I may frankly suggsst, no justice in doing other-
wise than giving tenders for public works to those who are
lowest." 39
Mackenzie was determined that no one would evsr be able to charge him
with crass political favouritism. In these views, throughout his entire
administration, :lackenzie never wavered deepite ths heavy pressure
frequently exerted. This policy, as one might expeot, aroused consider-
able dissatisfaction in some quarters. Should Blake's Aurora Speech be
construed, wondered Mackenzie, as an expression of this prevailing
enunity?

Paerhaps there was another explanation for this disturbdbing speech.
Porsonal animosity on Blake's part might be the explanation. The Prime
Yinister was fully aware that certain people within the party felt that
Blake bad suffored a humiliation through the selection of Mackonzie as
official leadere. "I know from many sourcos," he confided to the Globs

proprietor, "that a certain olass of frionds ohaff at Yackensie being

Blake's leader and endeavour in many ways to make him feel as they

39.1!;19.-. Mackonzie to the Hone. L.H. Dessaulles, August 28, 1874
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HMackenzlo were charactorized by 'stand pattism' and the opposition to any
fundamental and worthwhile changes. True, a more efficient oloctoral law
had been placed on tho statute books, the parliamentary scrutiny of
finance had been revived, and the corruption of the '0ld Charlatan'
‘lacdonald, corrected. As a result, at least in Brown's opinion, all the
rolitical evils that had previously beset the young Dominion had been
purged, and Canada was, in effect, in the pink of political health. For
Brown, and appzsrently llackenzie too Canada had reached its Utopia - for
Blake there was still a long way to go to reach this lofty plateau.

Indeed, the political views of Alexander kaokenzie - until the
sumuer of 1875 at any rate - did sesm to parallel the public and private
utterances of George Brovn. The explanation for this state of affairs
is rolatively simples in addition to the high roespect he had always
entertained for Brown as a man and as a politician, liackenaie, occupied
by the petty and multitudinous detail of day-to-day administration and
the many problems raequiring his judgment, had little if any time to devoto
to speculating on the evils ~ let alone on the means of removing then -
in the political institutions and procedures of the day. It is a truism
that any party of reform will gradually drift to a form of conservatism
once it relinquishes the freedom of opposition and assumes tho responsi-
bilities of governmont, espocoially as in this ocase, if a depression
bappens to plaguc the country. lackenzie and his administration was
'conservative', in that he did not espouse the projected Blake reforms
s8imply because he held them to be impraoctiocal.

In any oase, there is no real evidenoce to substantiate tho Tory

chargo that Goorgo Brown was tho ultimato powor that diotated governzont
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I eimply acquainted His Txcellency with (ths) circuustances

connected with my election to, and my assumption of the

leadership of the perty, and then cxpressed umy bolief thut

you would succeed better than me and that I would still re-

tire if you cvould be induced to come." 31
It was Loxrd Dufferin who had decided the matter. Iis Excelloncy,
Lkackenzie added, "briefly discussed our relative positions &nd exprossed
the hope that you would be one of the ministers. I had the mattoer simply
in such a2 state that, if you bad agreed to my suggestion, I could have
gone back & told him I had spoken to you and that you would consent to
assume the task." 31a

But since Blake had declined the task, - as lackenzie had rewindad
him on Septewber 18 - Lord Dufferin, accordingly, had had no aliternative
tut to call upon liackenzie, the oiTficial party leader whow IElake had
supported to Torm an adwinisiration afiter the Pacific debacle. E=zd
liackenzie refused to accept the commission, Jufferin was, oI courss,
aviare that Blake was the only cther possibility. DBut as the vice-regal
representative later confided to Lord Carnarvon, "I don't think Le could
32

have constructed a Govoranmoent."

Despite the conciseness of Yackenzie's note, Blake rewained

31B1axe Papers, !lackenzie to Blske, October 15, 1874

3larpsq,

323@ Xiewiet, C.%., and Underhill, F.H., Dufferin - Carnarvon
Correspondence 1874-78, (Champlain Society, Toronto 1955) p. 219 .
Dufferin to Carnarvon, October 8, 1876. Lord Dufferin's speculation in
this regard, was probably acourate. Blake's political caroer, while met?—
oric in nature, had been of considerably shorter duration than maokonzi: ai
Blake laocked not only wide political experienoce but also suitablo politica
contacts with Reformers outside of Ontario (sinco he had ooncentratgd mors
on Ontario politios and on his own private law practice beforo 1874)
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Ko one could deny that signs of schism wore posted within the Reform
Party during 1874 and the early wonths of 1875. HMackenzie, if he
hoped to survive as leader, would have to destroy these divisive ele-

mants before he and rarty unity werc toppled into the abyss.
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as tho principal force frustrating tho Imperial will in Canada,53 In

early May, Dufforin had taken it upon himse1f to advise thoe Irime !linister
that, in his opinion, the recruitment of Blake would provc a distinct
1liability to the governuent. This expression of the Covernoxr Goneral's
vrejudice camo as an unexpscted surprise to lackenzie. iforcover, Dufferin
was not content with merc advice: he also warned !Mackenzie that Blake
would surely continue to play the role of "traitor"54 within the cabinet
should he become a momber of it.

A fow days later,Blake receivad some distressing nows that
threatened disaster for his fight to achieve a new and advanced Liberalism
outside the cabinet. His paper, The Liberal, had gone bankrupt. "The
expenses of the Liberal," wrote its editor, John Cameron on May 17, 1875,

"have been greatly in cexcess of original estimates laid

before you and therefore the capital at our dispaesal is
inadequate to ocarry the venture through to a successful

isBue eee it is impossible for the Liboral to become a
financial success ... 16 know of no alternative but to

cease publication at once, in which case our loss will

be about & 25,000." 55
The collapso of the publication was unquestionably an important

faotor in influencing Blake's final deoision to join the cabinoet, for

53As far as Dufforin was concornocd, ho had donc nothing to pro-
voke Blasko's wrath. ‘Jarning Lord Carnarvon not to bo deceived by Blake's
"gontlemanlike" manner, Dufforin explained, “you must not bo misled by
his (Blake's) amiable 'allures' for the vot boils over without giving
any warning, though as far as I am concernod, I have always taken oare
never to light a match beneath it." Dufferin to Carnarvon, Juns 1, 1876
quoted in, Farr, D.M., The Colonial Offige and Canada, 1867-1837,
(University of Toronto Press, Toronto 1955), p. 22

1bid.

9B1ako Papors, Caaeron to Blako, May 17, 1875
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not wanted office, Lz clained; hs had taken it only "in deference to
the advice of others and against uy own judgment."37 It had been his
sincore hope that the experiment would succeed, he told llackenzis, but
the repudiation of his policy in capitzl cases impelled him "to immediate
action", and therefore he was obliged to submit his resignation.38

i"ackenzie vainly endeavourcd to soothe Blake's ruffled feathers:
"I need hardly point out tu you that there is no difference of opinion
between you and umyself, or our colleaguss generally," he replied im-
nedistely.>?

"I ar also quite oortain that our goneral course will

meet the approval of the ocountry though newspaper

conoeit or malice may for a time in certain quarters

produce more or less (a) divergence of opinion. I do

not believe that 'public opinion' is against us ee.

I do not believe a single complaint will be made in

Parliament." 40
Blake's resolve had come at & very inopportune moment ~ the financial
depression and the weakened condition of the party in Quebec had already
proved very detrimental to the party, and now, the Liberals had to
contend with this extremely diatressing letter "I feel pained that your
over-sensitivsness should force you into what I cannot help dbut oconsider
wrong ground, " stated ilackenzie, "I assure you nothing would be more
1
disastrous to the Govt. & the liberal party than your retirement."4

Porhaps there wore "other circumstances" that wers governing Blake's aotions;

if there were any annoyancos or any changes that in Blake's opinion should

8

3M1bsa, 3B1psa.

391bid., llackenzie to Blake, Septomber 25, 1876

401 v14, 4lipia.
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™7E PERISH IGIOBLY"

The bombshell came Septembor 26, 1876. ©n that day Luther
Holton levelled the following criticism at llackenzie and his adminis—
tration:

"Tho feeling of dissatisfaction and despondency is all

but universal. 1llo one ventures to say that if e wore

to have a gencral olection now, more than fiftoeean of

us could ocome back <ee Something must bo dono to raiso

the spirits of our Party and regain public confidence

in this Province (Quebec) or we perish ignobly and

undexr your leadexrship.' 1
One could hardly imagino a more sweeping indictment of the Primc
linister's two and a half yeasrs of loadership. There was no doubt
that sinco the rotirement of Dorion the Liberal Party had fallen upon
oevil days in Quebec. Clexrical hostility, the alignment of the Con-—
servative opposition with the Church, diviesions within the provincial
party and the Depression, all had played havoc with the fortunes of the
Government. Holton however, was content to placo the main blame for
the disastrous condition of affairs squarely on Llackenzie's shouldors.
In attcmpting to do so much at the Public \lorks Department ho was, in
offeot, destroying the party by his failure to spend cnough tims at the

Prime ilinistor's desk. Almost oontinuously throughout his fivo weary

1Haokenzie Papers, Holton to Hackenzic, Seoptember 26, 1876
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yoars in office lackenzie received lettor after letter to this effeot;
in praotically every instance he was advised to relinquish the Public
Vorks Portfolio. The liinister of Finance, writing in late Septeober
1876, after the summer's loss of two Ontario by-elections, suggested
that tho only way to strengthen the party was for llackenzie to freo
himself from his "most laborious department" so that hs might personally
supdrvise the genceral re~organization of tho party.2 No one but tho
Prime linister, it was argued, could effectivoly manage this task. liore=
over, felt Cartwright, "it is unfair to you as premier to be in charge
of a department where you must of ncecessity say no very often to your
supporters".3 He might have added that it was even more unfair and
unwise to retain Public Vorks, since the Premier, lacking Sir John's
forte of the gracoeful mollifying refusal, had become noted for his curt
and abrupt rejsotion of undeserving requests.

The sensitive Scot reacted bitterly to what he considered to be
unjust and unwarranted oritioism of his administration. Holton's remarks
on the state of the party were "very painful®for him, tho Premier said
in reply to Holton's strongly-worded critioism. Holton himsclf, he
argued, must share the blame for the first mistake of the linistry:

"you should as a prominont member of the party have accepted office”;

the failure of both Blakc and Holton himself in reofusing to join tho

2Cartwright Papers, Cartwright to laokensie re by-election
results in North and South Ontario ridings, September 25, 1876

3Ibid.










of view would be the establishmant of "a second legal office".

A1l in 211, a oabinet shuffle at that time, in Blake's opinion,
was not absolutely essential. Yet, in all certainty, Blake was indeed
convinced of ilackenzie's inability to fulfil adequately the duties and
responsibilities of both offices simultaneously, a shortcoming thet was
obvious to all who cane in intimate contact with the Prime liinister.
Thus, the only plausible explanation for the sentiments expressed in tho
letter quoted is that once again Blake had begun to conceive of himself
as party leader; doubtless this possibility would soon be a reality,
folt Blake, if the inefficacy of lackangzie's leadership contipmued to
rlague the party. In all probability, Blake hoped that through his con-
trived indiffoerence to whother liackenzie retained or gave up the Pudlie
Works portfolio, Hackenzie would conclude that no real necd existed for
abandoning it, and thus through his retention of it, Blake's chances for
promotion to the Prime linistership would bs greatly improvad, especially
if dissatisfaction mounted with llackenzie's dual role. If such was
Blake's strategy, it achieved the desired effect: no cabinot shuffles
were instituted and liackenzie continued as before. In fact, as a reply
to Luthor Holton's criticisi: demonstrated, 'ackenzie had onco tore con-
vinced himself of his 'ability'!, capacity and also the necessity to
preserve his dual rosponsibility. "I must," wroto liackenzie on October 13,
1876,

"take exception to the convictions of what you take for

granted, viz. that the Premier's duties are negleoted
to enable tho linister of Public Works to attend to his
duties. Liberals arc exacting and I vonture to say I

have done at loast as much work as any previous Promier
in endeavouring to mect this exaotion by oorrespondence
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and otherwice ... I would heve as Premier to deal with

many matters whioch are in this Dop't. though I had ten

P.V. Uinisters." 10
Kackonzie wao convinced that the shortcomings of hie administration
wore duc, not to his assurption of too much work and responsibility,
but rather to "the results of sectionel representation forcing upon
(me) men of Bo inferior calibre as to be utterly useless" 1t To doubt,
both factors shared equal responsibility for the failurc of the Frime
kinister tc enthuse a sagging winistry.

Only once in the remeining days of his administration did
Lackenzie waver in his faith in his own ability to manage satisfactorily
the two portfolios. During another cabinet crisis involving Blake =
in Lley of the following year - Haokenzie came to the conclusion that
David ifills, the Linister of the Interior, should prepare himself for
assuring the duties of Public ‘.‘Forks.12 This proposed change howsver,
did not materialize; either Mills was not roquested to switch departments,
or if requestod, refused to do so. In any event, ilackenzie continued
to retain strict control over all phases of the Public Yorks Ilepartment

until tho removal of his goverament by ths electorate in Soptember 1878.

As time progressed, life in the Hackenzio ministry becaue pro-

gressively distasteful for Blake. Inoreasingly, the adiinistration and

1oblackenzie Letter Books, Vol.I, llackenzie to Holton,
October 13, 1876

11y44.

12Blake Papers, Mills to Blake, ilay 10, 1877
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these disputes was the so-called Anglin issue. Tho Speaker of the Houso,
T.We Anglin, was accuscd of violating the Independence of Parliament Act
by accepting a printing contract frou the governzent. Vith some ase
osistanco, he was able to show, as Xackenzie later related to David Laird,
that, "the printing was a departmental not a Govte matter.“zo In
Zackenzie's opinion, Speaker Anglin was not guilty, either morally or

1 A1l in al1,

otherwvise, of the chargs. But Blake strongly disagrced.2
tho growing friction botween Blake and his chief produced an ataosphzre
unbsarable for the sensitive and temperamental I‘inister of Justico.
Doubtless, as he 1zulled over his grievances, Blake recz2lled his foraor
days in the Cave whsn prospects had given some hope, at least, for ithe
realization of his political azbition to obtain the party leadership.
In his present condition, thero secmed to be not ons iota of hops. Sinco
his entry into the Goverament, departzental work had becoze more and
mnore tiresome and tiwe-consuning; the longer he remaincd a part of tho
adoinistration, he realized, the graater the dblame he would have to
share for its failures.

Blake's poii%iégltcondition rapidly worsencd. Soised by fits
of deprossion, he deteriorated quickly as violent headaches and reourring

insomnia began to plague hinm. There was no doubt in his mind that he

2O.-Liackenzie Lotter Books, Vol.VII, liackenzic to lLaird,

Lay 14, 1877

2L men Blako £inally quit the cabinot in January 1878, the iail

. . . . [ )
wvas convinced that tho most inmportant causc of his rosignation was th

- . [alrdey
question of the Spoakerchip'. Toronto ilail, Fobruary 1, 07°
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Yot it is oxtremely difficult to bolieve that such staunch upright
Liborals as those would stoop to such an intrigue. Certainly, there
are no other grounds for even suggesting the involvement of these men
in such a conspiracy, nor is there any document that implicates any
one olse in the matter.

How did Blake react to this warning from iiills? Once more it
is difficult to answer this question, but conceiwvadbly the communication
was instrumental in persuading Blake to remain in the Cabinst as Presi-
dent of the Privy Council rather than carry through his intention of
resigning.

Even the Prime Minister had cowe to realize by late Hoveaber,
that certain of Blake's friends were indeed encouraging his desires by
playing on the loss of his luorative legal praotice and the laock of
adequate rewards for his personal sacrifices to the party. Even the
Conservatives were expressing these views, for "Sir John has talked of

39

his poverty and his sacrifices", !lackenzie informed George Brown~“ on
vovember 24.

/hile these throe communications are ths only ones that suggast
tho presence of conspirators stimulating Blake's latent ambition,
neverthaless, they are sufficient, when considorcd together to substan—
tiate the validity of this theory. Doubtless, there wore other faciors
that provoked Blzke's inereasing dissatisfaction with the liackenzie

administration and contributed to his decision to resign: namely, the

drudgery of the Justice Departmont, the bitter press oritiocism of his

November3223°&8?7ie Latter Booko, Vol.VII, llackenzie to Brown,













2ent invite & lengthened absence from homo & frionds.

In tho next place, I could not, if I were to go away,

rotain the reaponsibilities ... of office. To do so

would be to defeat tho very object of my absence, nor

I chould be subject to iauch e+ Wworry & anxioty to

vhich I mainly attribute my illness ... Considering

then the wratched condition of ny healthy I wmust ask

you without further delay to place my resignation

before His Excoellency," 46

Obviously, nothing could hold Blakece. The Council FPresident not
only refused to labour on bchalf of the administration, but in carly
Decerber, gave up attending the meetings of the cabinot. "I havo had
groat diffioulty in keeping him so long", Hackenzie informed A.G. Jones
on January T, 1878, "and he only remained on account of those special
elections (in Quebec to accquire eloctoral approval for the new linister
of Militia and Dofence, Wilfrid Laurier) for fear that his retireuent
might do damage by the misconstruction our onemies would put upon it."47

Thus, on January 17, 1878, a fow weeks aftor Laurier was safely
elected for Quebec Zast, Blake bade farewell to the governmont just as
the foderal election loomed on the horizon. It was a rather painful
parting. Despite their inability to co-operate, each, on this occasion,
accorded to the other a strong measure of respsct and affection. Blake
found it extremely difficult to compose his farewell letter, and could
not even say good-bye to his colleagues.48 llagkonzie for his part was

overcome with sorrow. "I cannot tell you how much it (has) saddened me"

4sBlake Papers, Blake to Mackenzie, Docembor 3, 1877

4Tjjackenzie Letter Books, Vol.VII, hackengic to Jones,
January T, 1878

48Blake Papors, Blake to ilackonzie, January 17, 1818
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were tabulated, the Liberals had been completely routed; the Conserva-
tives had defeated the Govornuent by the same sixty-scat majority that
had so hopefully ushered in the five years of Liberal rule in 1874. "The
oonduoct of Ontario, Nova Scotia and the Island is utterly inexplicable"”,
the astounded Mackonzie wrote one supporter. "I can give no explanation
of itl”sT Indeed it was almost a mortal blow. How could the electorate
have been so0 easily deceived by the promises of Protection promoted by
the Opposition? Were they completoly lacking in sagacity and perspiocacity?
"Is it not a woeful commentary on the intelligence of the people to have
to state that the Government was defeated because it refused to levy more
taxes and make commoditids dearer ?' Mackenzie bitterly asked J.D. Edgar
after the eleotion. "The Tories said, and the people believed, that it
was possible to make all classes rich by passing an Act of Parliament.
This is not much in advance of the suporstitions of Central Afrioa".58
It was enough to make him think seriously of giving up the leadership;
however, the new leader if he were to suocceed in wooing the favour of
the electorate, would have to be a "horse thief or at least have dis-
tinguished himself as having chiseled a municipality or robbed a Railway
Oompany".59

What had really caused this debacle at the polls? Throughout this
period the country had been plagued by a dsep dopression vwhich had sucked

at the commercial 1life blood of the nation. It was a natural reacotion

57uackanzie Letter Books, Vol.II, lackenzie to Piohard, Sept. 24,1678

58Edgar Papers, Mackenzie to Edgar, Septeuber 24, 1878

1p3a.
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that it will bo rosumed". 74 For some reason, once Blake and cortain
of his followers ontered tho hallowed hall of the Cabinot ohamber, most
of thoir cnthusiasm for reform diminished markedly. Ons can only con-
olude that the restraining, more realistic conservatism of the 'old
guard' lecd by Mackonzie, was the dominant and controlling foroo within
tho ocabinet. Thus, Edward Blake never acquired the de facto lcadorship
of the ilackenzie Cabinoet; his power was only sufficient to suggest and
influencoe govornmental docision and policy. As D.C. Thomson has shown
throughout his biography,75 Alexandor ldackcnzie - not Zdward Blake -

was always in control of the Cabinet.

It was all over - five long yoars of constant trouble, heartache
and strain. lNo longor would the Prime Hinister be plagucd by the constant
stream of office soekers who continuously buttonholed him in the quest
for porsonal favour. Ho longer would he have to assumo and carry tho
groat work load of daily administration or be responsible for the pre-
praration of legislation. No longor was thoro the constant thorny problanm
of Blake and his superscnsitive ogo. No longer was thore any challonge
to the Prime linistor's authority and position. "Well, it is all over",
mused the oxhausted Hackenzio before the olection to his brother Charles.

"five ycars of the Promiership successfully carriod over under

many disadvantages. For many reasons I would bo glad to stop

thoro but I must try again. Thoere is no escape from ite
Thore is now no dispute about thc loadership in any quartcr,

141144,

75Thomson,‘22.oit., rassin
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Holton however was not ready to accept iZacdonald's couwplicity in the

sohcue. "It would bo surprising indeed", hc inforumed kackenzic z fow

days later, "if D.A. Should cherish any latent hostility towards you."82
Oncc bofore, Aleoxander ilackenzie had refuszd to accopt Luther

Holton's intimation of intrigue agalinst him frowm within the cabinst,

In 1878 howover, it was a completely different story: the former Promier

nowv posscssed no doubt vhatever that his erstwhile friend and subordinate

was engaging in sinister machinations against his leadership. "Was I

far wrong * gloated Holton refeorring to the unheeded warning of 1876.

"I road the whole case as clearly then as I can do now vhen we are reaping

the bitter fruits of ill regulatod awbition in some quarters and wretched

intrigues in others."83 Clearly Holton still conceived of certain in-

triguers exploiting and promoting the "ill regulated awbition" of Blake.
The ycar 1879 was a year of steadily mounting bitterness between

the Blake and lizckenzie faotions within the Libe-al party. Unlike Sir

John A. vho, vhen defeated in tho 1873 canvass called a party caucus

and tendered his resignation which was not acoeptcd, liackenzie stead-

fastly refused to call a caucus of his party to discuss tie question

of a new leader. If he had dono so, it would have been, in the words

of John Charlton, "better for his own interests", Charlton statos

flatly:s "Had the party caucus been held at the opening of tho Session

of 1879, lir. liackonzie as a matter of coursc would have received tho

82

Brown Paporc, Holton to liackenzic, Doocmber 18, 1878

83Ibid.
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unanimous vots of the oauous as a party leader". 84 This, the ex~Prime
Hinioter falled to realigze.

Jackenzie late in 1878 certainly did intend to submit the
question of his loadership to the party's parliancntary membership.
Fully exzpeoting that re-eleotion to the post would bs simply a foriality
as it had beon in the case of Sir John and ths Conservative laadership
in 1873, Haockenzie had told Cartwright end Holton, among others, of his
intention to submit his resignation whon the porty mot in Ottawa for
the 1879 Parliamentary session. The rovelation 6f the Blake intrigue
howevor, induced tho angry :lackenzioc to chango his mind. Having "a
lively foeling of indignation at all gaballing" he would not "commit
nyself to anything“,85 Holton was told on December 11, 1878. A few
days lator !Mackenzie had positivoly, though unwisoly, resolved not to
submit his resignation. "I cannot now with any solf respect do this,"
the detormined leader informed his colleague Richard Cartwright on
Dccoumber 20. "I am not inclined to submit to any conspiracy on his
part whatcver happens."86 Mackenzie's magnanirous generosity was bsing
"paid back by an organized attempt to beélittle mysclf and my sorvices
with a view to supplant me"!87 ifackenzie would risk no possible further
humiliation by opening the locadership quostion to discussion. One can

only conclude that in his rightecous angor, he greatly ovor-estimated

84Char1ton Transcript, gp.cit.

85Maokenzie Letter Books, Vol.II, Mackenzie to Holton,
December 11, 1878

861b;d., Yaokenzie to Cartwright, Decomber 20, 1878

871p14.
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played tho role of political opportunist if he could have envisaged
the Conservative débicle. ilackenzie now fully accepted Holton's theory
that oven after the first cabal had been broksn and the Cave dispersed,
Blake continucd to dabble in intrigue from within his master's cabinet.
And still these "treacherous actions'" on the part of Blake continued
even though the party had been expellsd from office. '"No meombor is
entitled to ocabal against onc who has at least been faithful to the
trust reposed in him and made all possible cxertions and sacrifices

for the party".91 At the same time, llackonzie exonerated '"D. A." from
any ocompliocity in the movement. Thus Kackenzie nevor surmonad a caucus
of the party to discuss the leadership quostion.

The assault upon lMackenzie gradually gained nmomentum, It was
argued in the journals that supportod Blake that liackenzie, vhile in
office, should have been more receptive to the wishos of publio opinion
and not constantly so unbending and inflexible. I!fackenzie, it was pro-—
claimed, should have seen that the people desired some foru of FPro-
tection, and should accordingly have taken some action in this mattor,
On all prominent public questions, it was suggested, he should have
obtained a oonssznsus within the party before any implementation of
policy. Novortheless, :ackenzie remained convinced that he had given
the nation the best government possible, "I am unable to oco what other
course I gould have pursued were it all to bo done over again", tho
ex-stonemason and Primec Liinister ocoumented to David Laird on January 29,

1879, "I always had a horror of tho policy of oarrying on a governuent

MNipia.
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gsoma oconcession to the clamour and thoreby nave savad
the olection. (I may here reomark that my cabinst was
thoroughly agreed on our trade polioy and I simply
oarricd out our agreement ss.)e For the last 16 monihs
a process of sapping and (under)mining was zcalously
carriod on in and out of Parliament by Blake and his

partizans". 96

How long oould the harried Liberal leader confronted with evar—
despening intrigue rotain his composure? Try as ho might, it was be-
coming more and more difficult to disguise his knowledge of this cabal-
ling. lMackenzie began to feel "as if I was obliged to guard my back
as well ao my fa.ce".97 Yhat should be done? The party must remain
united at all costs, decided the inoumbent leader. If he secured a
majority of support in the caucus, how could Blako possibly be forced
to submit to the will of the majority? He had in 1875 bowed only with
extreme roluctance to the overvhelming pressure exerted by practioally
every influential member in the party. Such unanimity could not be
attained at this juncture, Perhaps retirement from the leadership was
the only practical and realistic course open to Mackenzie. If he did
not resign, he would have difficulty commanding a deeply divided party.
"I scorned to command a divided camp", Charles Black 98 wvas told liay
20, 1880.

During the 1880 Parli,mentary Session the aging lezdoer reachad
his breaking point. The matter could not be allowesd to drag on any

longer; some resolution of the conflict had to be offored. Thus, "Ie..

91pig.
91Nova Scotia Archives Report, linckongzio to Jonos, Lay 3, 1880

98Uaokenzie Papers, lackenzic to Black, _ay 20, 1880
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disclosed to the Rev. John HoXinnon on lay 25, 18801

"I could have smashed the attowmpt but the very knowledge

that it was more or less sucoessful among the common

members ... roused my pride and indignation, as no man

over hinted to mo that I was blamed for any act of

omission or commission". 112
Finally, the arduous, exhsusting years in office had sapped much of
his vitality, and to make matters worse, in the summor of 1879 he suf-
fered a recurrence of an old stomach ailment. He had not pressed the
leadership issue, he told Charles Black at Christmas time 1880 because
of his uncertain health.’!3 Hence the Fighting Scot dcoided that the
only way to avoid disastrous results to himself and the party, was to
submit graciously and with dignity.

Yhy was iir. Blake's second attempt at a palace revolution so
muoh more successful than his first attempt in 1874/75? There is no
doubt, if one accepts Charlton's Transcript, that in his achicvouaent
of the loadership in 1880, many of the Liberal members of the House
gave their full support to Blake.114 Aftor ally, Alexander lackonzie
was saddled with the stigma of having been rejected by the Canadian
electorate. As has been shomn however, ilackenzie after his defeat did
not unfortunately submit his resignation and scek a vote of confidence
from the party cauous. Hed he done so, there would have been doubtleas

littlo dispute about the legality of his continued leadership and the

question would have been settled to almost everyone's satisfaction.

112ﬂaokenzie Letter Books, Vol.II, ilackenzic to Rev. HoZinnon,

113 okensto Papers, Laokonzie to Black, Docembor 20, 1880

114Char;tgg Transoript, op.oit.
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Blake had left political lifo, and = far as was known at that time,
did not plan to roturn. By failing to obtain confirwation of his
leadership from the party Hackenzie virtually encouraged a challongo
to his position.

iloreover, the Blake movamont to secure both journalistic and
other means of support was skillfully conceived and exacutoed; :lackenzie
was succoessfully stamped with the label of being too rigid and un-
yiolding in his leadership. This oriticism of ‘lackenzie unfortunately
has porsisted to this day. It is true that ifackenzie never partici-
pated in graft and corruption as has been characteristic of 30 many
political administrators, that he often replied ruthlessly and unwvisely
in the negative to the requests for volitical considoration and goveorn-
nental patronage, and that where he believed principle to be at stake,
he would tolerate no comprowise. ilackenzie however, was always cognizant
of the value = and even wisdon = of expedisncy at leoast to soms extont
vhen it oould successfully bo implemented without abandoning his
prinoiplos. The ilackenzie Aduinistration has always been praised for
the passage of legislation establishing the secrot ballot. Iliackengzie

himself did not approve of this 1nnovation,u5

yot because the party
and the country desired it, he saw the wisdom and necessity of putting
aside his own views on the subjeot. ilackenzie oannot be acoused of
turning his back on expediency. As he told the Hon. W.D. Stewart on

lay 25, 1880, "In the matter of mere expedienoy I would yield %o uy

11SSome politicians of that time, including Hackensie and Sir

dohn A. UHacdonald, took the attitude that a votor should not have to
conoeal his choice from tho world at oleotion time. As Thomson states,
"whon a man voted, ..« he should be responsible for that wvote"

(Thomson, op.gite, ps 194)
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to take a osrtain quantity of it." 120 HMainly because of his intran-
sigonce concerning the tariff, the Blake movomont was succesaful in
its attempt to label llackenzio as unfit to contimue to direct party
fortunes.

Lastly, many members sincerely believed that Blako posscsased
qualities of leadership supasrior to those displaycd by the former
Prime iinister. '"liany members of the party", John Charlton roported,
"folt that lir. Blake possessed abilitios so great as to make him better

121 This opinion

fitted for the position of leader than lr. ilackonzio".
shared by meny othors stemmed no doubt from liackenzie's performance in
office which had alisnated many supporters and promoted party discon-
tent through his tactless application of party principles. liany had
become convinced that power and principle were not synonymous nor con-
genial bYed-fellows. Still, there was no doubt that they raespected their
former leader for his high principles and strict sense of honesty and
economy. But tho electorate had shown that it was not impresssd by such
characteristics. Thus irany membors "as a rule took the ground", wmain—
tains Charlton, "that personal considerations ought not to entor into
our caloulations at all, but that we should be governed oxclusively by
our opinion as to that would be best for the interests of ths party".122
This in 2 nut shell was the political pnilosophy of Edward Blake.

Viewing in retrospect the ovents leading to his resignation, the

1201.Iaokenzie Letter Books, Vol.lI, lianckenzie to Stcwart,

12)0nap1 ton Transeript, op.oits

1221p14.
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Without doubt, Blake's participation in the two intrigues against
Mackenzie is open to criticism. Yet, whilo a meuber of the adminis-
tration, Blake did servo his country and party. If his latent
anbitions had not boen excited by certain unidentified frioends, and
if a combination of ciroumstances had not contributed to make his
1ife as an underling too onerous to bear, Blake, in all probability
would have continued to serve in the administration.

Aloxander Mackenzie never did feel great animosity towards
those who obstruoted hime. While lacking political insight and the
ability to put his hand on the pulse of the eclectorate, ilackenzie
did enjoy an amazing ability to discern the essential spirit of.the

party he tried to direot.2

the contrary, I have evorything to be grateful for in tho oconduct of
yourself see¢ I am too well aware that any step I may take will be open
to misconstruction ... But I cannot bear the existing condition of
things." (lMaockenzie and Blakc Papers, Blake to liackonzie, Sept. 25, 1876)
And again on April 30, 1877s "I have your note, I oan only repeat that

I am grieved to distress you. I am truly sorry to be troublesome to
gouy but I am obliged to rofer to the subject of our correspondence of
Soptembor last. (1876) I can no longer remain a minister. As tho state
of my health disables me from adequately discharging my official duties,
I am spared the necessity of adding any othor to this sufficiont ground
for rotiremont." (Mackenzie and Blake Papors, Blako to liackenzie,

April 30, 1877)

2Sister Teresa Burke makes a somevhat more sweeping assessmant
of Uackenzio's failings. "A moro important factor in his defeat," she
claims, "was his complete lack of political instinot. ilackenzie was not
a politioian in any sense of the term." (Sister Torcsa Burko, Canadian
Historical Review, op.cites; Do 148). This judguent ic rather harshe
lackonzie, despite some obvious shortcomings, did keop the party to-
gother, in tho faco of such things as cabinet orises, inopt ministors,
disputes over tariff and railroad policy, and other problcms. In tho
final aosessment of lackenzie, it must bo remembored that he had to
contond with several major problems not of his ovm making and with
rathor severe cconomic conditions that plagued tho country. If ho did
not distinguish himself ac a leader, neithor did ho harm the couniry
or the party by his dofiociencios.
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But in wany ways Blake's leadership suffered from the same
disabilities that had plagued Mackenzie in office. Blake, like
{lagkenzie, attempted to undertake too muoh porsonally; he failed as
liackenzioe had failed to distribute responsibility awmongst the party
uwembers in parliament, and he monopolized to too great an extent the
opportunities afforded the party for the discussion of parliamentary
issues. G.VW. Ross, disoussing his transfer to the field of provincial
politics, once commented, "Oh well, what is tho use of remaining?
Blake takes first hand in every subjeot, and when he is done with it
there is nothing left for us but the dry bones. I am tired of trying
to gnaw on these".8 As Liackenzie was guilty of over-conscientiousness,
so too was Blake in that he "wasted his great abilities and impaired
his health", as H.A. Viestern states,9 labouring:personally over the

multitudinous details of the government legislation.lo Again,

8W.S. Wallace, The liomoirs of the Rt. Hon. Sir George Fostor,
(liaomillan, Toronto, 1933), p. 63

4.A. Vestern, "EDVARD BLAKi, Leader of the Opposition”,
(unpublished l.A. Thesis, University of Toronto, 1939), p. 282

1oBlake suffered from "nervous prostration (and) oxtreme
incapaoity for work & play"; he had nevor, he inforuwed J.D. Edgar in
1885, "felt more unstrung at any former season" as he did then, and .
aven "fainted dead away ... for the first time in my life a time ago
(Edgar Papers, Blake to Edgar, Septembor 7, 1885). Laurier diagnosed
Blake's fits of despondency and nervous exhaustion as the result of
his "soul ... proying on the body". "I bolieve," he confided to Edgar,
"he is under the opinion that his followers hold him responsible for
the lack of success of the party". Such an impression was uﬁterly
false, maintained Laurier: if necessary his followors wouldq foroverera
remain in opposition" rathor than reject his lecadorship. (Ddgar Papers,
Laurior to Edgar, October 22, 1885) Throughout 1886 his 810621099
nights continued as his “"mervous system" romained "overstrung o
(Laurier Papers, Blake to Laurier, June 26, 1886) By oarly ISBZ;on
he was completely worn out from the rigours of the federal olco oy out.
campaign. Blake could stand no morej resignation was tho only ¥
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Charlton oontondss

"ir, Blake was often advised and urged by his folloviers

to giveo a more superficial attention to matters under

his charge, to throw more work upon his leading sup-

porters ... Had he consented to follow this advioce

thoro is little doubt that his leadership would have

been more popular and effective than it actually was." 11

Above all, both men wore deficient in the ability nccessary
to galvanize party members into shouldering the burden of hard work,
both in and out of Parliament. Both men auffered from a lack of parsonal
charm: Blake to a much groater degree than ifackenzie. The former was
often unapproachable; his icy demeanour repelled all attempts to achicve
any sort of intimacy and denied a rapport with his followers. IHone tho
less, despite these damaging traits, Blake paradoxically achieved
amongst the diverse segments of the party a far greater and closer
degree of harmony than ilackenzie had ever been able to accomplish.
"o felt in the presence of genius”, as Laurier once explained, "and
would have been proud to serve (him) to the end, had he not drawnm
himself aloof“,12 Ho doubt, they were in the prosence of a genius -
unfortunately for the party, he was a logzl and not a politiocal genius.
Edward Blake made his preparations for dobating with olaborate and
thorough care, explored every ramification of each point undor con-
sideration, and gave in his spsoches, states Charlton, "such a maze

of argument, otatement and anclysis as to require an effort cven on

tho part of the trained uind to fully follow nim."*> Such spocohes

110har1ton Transoript, op.cit.

12$k01ton, 0.Ds quoted iny; Laurior, Vol.I, opecites Pe 224

13Charlton Transoript, op.cit.
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partially successful as a '"denso wall of apathy & indiffercence”

27
oonstantly contributed to rob his efforts of real fruit. Tho ros-—

ponsibility for his failures lies not =0 much at his door as with the

oircumstances of the time. Blake as a politiocian was burdened with

flaws, but his personality, although at timos frigid, was so com-
manding a stature as to constantly inspire his disheartened followers
4o rekindled zeal. Blake during the 1880s periodically felt the load
of leadership to be too onerous; however, each time he attempted to
tender his resignation, a chorus of nays greeted his proposal. Lven
when Edward Blake finally resigned early in June 1887, his hand-picked
successor, Wilfrid Laurier, was reluctant to assume his mantle. "I
know that I am not fitted to take the lead of the party," wrote Laurier
to Blake on June 10, 1887. "The fact that the best minds in the party
think that in the interests of the party I should accept, makes me
hesitate in my determination to refuse."28 Laurier, nevertheoless,

eventually acoepted the position and proved to be one of the greatest

loaders the Liberal Party has ever known.

Deapite Blake's unending struzgle to ravitalize the Libsrals,
the party seemed doomed to wander forevsr in ths political wildernaess.
As A.H. Gilluier put it in a lettor to Blake, "7hen the liberals are

out, it secms almost impossible for them to get in, and when in, it

27Edgar Papers, Blake to Edgar, January 9, 1882

2BBlake Papers, Laurior to Blake, Junc 10, 1887
























