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Reasons for the distribution are then explained zndéd evalu-
ated acccrding to their imrortance in the geograrny of an
Ontario townshivn. Thus in this study an exnlanation and
correlation of phvsical and human activities is furnished
rroviding the reader with more than a comrendium of fzcts,
This work is presented under three related sections -- *hvsi-
cal, Historical and Cultural geograrhyv, Maps, diasgrams,
nhotorrarhs and statistics are included to exrlain and illus-

trate some of the conclusions formed.

J"ROCEDNURE

After literature and aerial photograrhs of the
area were examined, a reconnaissance ané¢ maprting of the
township was made. At this time observations and notes concern-
ing the phvsical and human geography were recorded. The tovn-
ship wes then divided into naturcl resions, each having a
distinct set of phvsical-cult:ral characteristics.

A second survevw was comrleted in each of the recions,
Durine this second trip more precise information was otrtainred
through extensive interviewing of farmers and residents of
the area, Consideratle time wac srent in the urtan centre of
Rownmanville and the smaller rural service centres in order tc
comrlete the study.

The field work described, was rerformed over &
seven-iegk period in July andé Aucust. During Septenber,
other trips were macde to examine several aspects of tre
georravhy which represented vrotlerms in the writine of the

rerort.




























At the aouth of the Boim~rville Creek, &8 marsh hes
formed from the silting up of the creek's mouth. Behind the
marsh, & small lagoon has developed. But with only two small
beaches, the shore line is typically one of 50 to 100 foot
bluffs.

Two beach strips were located. Bast and west of the
Creek's mouth, a total of 75 households and 50 summer cottages
were counted. However, recreationel development is hindered
by the sudden skelving of the lake bottom, The area tends to

have a residencial rather then recreational function.

DRATNACE SYSTEMS

Darlington Towmship slopes from the Interlobate ror-
aine in the north to Lake Ontario in the south. The land is
drained iﬁ a dendritic pattern by the Rowmanville Creek and
several small fributaries, all associated with the St. Lzwrence
River Watershed. In the north, keme snd kettle topographyv is
present with elevations varying, from 1,000to 1,200 feet. Here,
in the sandy hills, the headwaters of the south slope drain-
age system are located. Trom this source, the rivulettes flow
southward for 12 miles until a junction of the twio main arter-
ies forms the Fowmanville Creek. FIence through 12 miles of
steadily sloping land, the streams flow and drain the tovm-
ship.

A stream gradient profile snhows a 1 foot dror in
elevation for everv 84 feet of linear distance in the Eow-
manville watershed. This gredient varies thrcughout the
township. In the north the Cak Ridge provides & steep topo-

craphy with severe erosion, while in the Troquois Flain aree
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The largest obstacle to reforestation observed in
the field, was the unwillingness of private individuals to
undertake a long terin conservation plan that seemingly holds
nothing for them. Part time cultivation of the semi-barren
land rromises wore immediete returns,

Despite these inhibiting factors against tree plant-
ing, great advances are being made in this field. The only
township woodlot located in the Darlinston area, was found
south of Hampton along the Scugog Road, but many other pro-
jects have been undertaken by individuals. These are vnresent
rainly in the rear or north of the township where extensive

pineries are located bvothL for wood and Christmas tree puryoses.,

Contemporary Forests

Since the early 1900's, Darlington's woodlots have
been in general use only for domestic rurcoses. These in-
clude wood for (1) use on the farm, (2) wind barriers for
crops and gardens, (3) shade for livestock, (4) shelter belts
about the farms, (5) conservation of soil, and (6) to a liu-
ited degree, cash crors. *“ore than ever, it is now teing
realized that woodlots and shelter telts add to the value of
farm proryerty.

Heavy loam soils, princirally clay, are found in
the southern sections of the township. They had, because of
their high fertility and water holding capacity, fostered &
climax forest of beech and v.anle. Now only elm, ash, and
willow remain. On the sandier soils of tke north, where hill-
ier uplanis, a more severe cliwate, and less fertile drangcht-

ier soils are present, the coniferous softwoods are iost
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third Concession. Soils having light testure and excessive
drainage, reduce land cultivation greatly. Soils are best
suited for grazing, tobacco farming, &nd use in road building,
The topography is smooth to undulating. The parent material

is course sands deposited in water,

Profile Development

A horizon - 3-4" sand or sandy loam - low in organic matter
pii 6.5
A2 horizon - 15-20" course sands - single grain structure -
rH 6.5
B horizon - 2-4" brownish loam - pH 6.5

Parent Material - Stratified sands and gravels - pH 7.5

Soils Developed on Fluvio-glacial "aterials

This area is found in the sandy knob region of the
interlobate moraine. The topography is one of steep slopes
and kame features.,

Soils are formed on course light textured sands
having an unconsolidated nature and very susceptible to gully

erosion., Poor drainage is a condition of this region.

Frofile Develotment

A horizon - 2-3" grey-brown sand - low organic matter - single
grain structure - pH7

A2 horizon - 10-30" greyish yellow sand - leached - pH 6.5

Parent Material - Grey calcareous sand and gravel - often

exposed by blowouts - basic in reaction 7.5
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the year generally occurs in the early part of iay, the first
in late September or early October. April to October have
daily minimum temperature above 32 degrees. January and Feb-
ruary have daily minimum temperature below 32 degrees. July
has the warmest average temperature of 80 degrees. February
has the coldest average temverature of 14 degrees,

April the 15th is the beginning of the growing sea-~
son. This month has a relatively low rainfall and average
temperature resulting in a slow growth rate. This growth ac-
celerates with an increase of temperature and rain through i7ay
and June, June receives the greatest monthly precipitation in
the growing season, and July receives the highest monthly temp-
eratures, This maximum of summer rain followed by the highest
temperatures of the year produces a rapid growth of crops and
vegetables. The remainder of August, Sertember and part of
October have a declining monthly temperature and a conctant
level of rainfall. During this period, crops mature.

The remainder of the year produces no further sig-
nificant growth. Temperature and precipitation reach their
lowest level in February. Beginning with i"arch the clinate
‘moderates. During the non growing season, six of the sixteen

inches of preciritation fall in the form of 60 inches of srowv,
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ville and the cold storase prlant at Tort Hope.

Tobacco Farming

Five farms (four on Brighton sands and one on the
Interlobate *“oraine), were investigated in Darlington. Farm
sizes ranged‘from 500-400C acres. A three vear rotation system
of tobacco, fallow and rve is used throuchout the area. Fo-
tato growing is freruently found with tobacco on sandy draugh-

tv soils.,

Truck Farming

Several 5-10 acre farms located in the Ro'manville
vicinity specialize in tomatoes, reas, corn and onions, ¥ar-
kets are found in all immediate urbzn centres and at the Camrbell

Soup Company's grading station at Courtice.

Nurseries
Two small farms east and west of Fowmanville on No.,

2 Highway, specialize in shrubs and other home garden plants,

Agricultural Soil Tvres in Darlineton Township

This brief studv of the farmine potential of thne
township's soils is based on a multiple of factors. Tre most
important factors are (1) relief, (®) drainage, (3) soil reac-

tion, (4) erosion and (5) land use.

Soil Croups

1. Level to Depressional Soils

These soils have bveen developed on a flat to depres-





















east by Tovmship lines,

Activities

Steepr hilly topography, sandy soil, excessive drain-
age and severe erosion arve responsible for the sparce farming
popvulation and large idle areas characteristic of this district.
Common to areas of infertile soil, the ferming units are com-
paratively large., Ilost farms are between 200 and 250 acres,
but three were in excess of 400.

Refered to by the Darlinston Residences as the Fine
kiage, this tract of land formerly had been velued for its
wcodlots of vine and cedar. The rapid exploitetion of the
forests, soon laid bare the hilly land and erosional elements
stripped the top soil from the hills. The subsistance farm-
ing that followed the lumber cutting, soon proved too de-
manding for the soil and the Interlobate ljoraine experienced
wholesale depopulation. Today livestock and srecielized fsrm-
ing are found here.

This region features livestock farming on lisght
textured soils, Iﬁdividual farms have about half of their land
producing fodder crops to feed an average of 15-20 mixed cattle,
and about 3 sows with 2 litters a year.

Other income is derived from the pasturing of sheerp
for meat products and from the sale of small aquantities of pess,
potatoes, cannong corn and wheat when favourable cash marxets
exist,

Specialized agriculture is slowly chenging the land.
scape of this region. ~ieforestation is cuite common in the

tenth Concession including valuable areas of Scotch Fineries
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for sale as Christmas trees. It has been estimated that 1,100
trees per acre may be zrown, of which 60% are of commercial
value. The profits attained are ,150.00 per acre or 25¢ a
tree. Contracts for cuts every 5-7 vears (the length of tirme
for trees to nature) have been issued.

The soils being sandy end breaking dovm under grain
cultivetion have left the tobacco farmer with a soil stricced
of many soil elements and ready for liberal fertilization to
bring the soil to the required chemical content.

Ferms are being bousht 2 and 3 at a time by indi-
viduals in the area vith the aim of converting them into high-
ly profitable plantetion. Ferhaps more capitol is being in-
vested in the northern area than any other. The value of the
land is rising raridly as one example will illustrate, Van
Dam's plantation, east of Burketon Station, contains approxi-
mately 200 acres. As a subsistance general farm, 12 vears &go
the townsuip taxes amounted to {40 a year, Since that time,

6 crops of tobacco have been harvested without one failure.
Today taxes are over 3200 a yesr for the same farm.

| Some grain and general farming is attempted but it
has proven dangerous on the moraine. Thus competition is
forming from tobacco, reforestation, Christmas trees, &nd lim-
ited livestocx farming, for the better land.

'""obacco, though nroviding vette: returns reouires
more cayital to operate, but in its slow advancement in the
area, it is pushing the other 3 tyies off the more suitable
soils of the woraine and on to the steerer sloypes.

Potatoes are fermed extensively ia some of the sandy

areas, The best crops are tetvieen Enniskillen ano Durketcn











































































































































Dime Store......... ceceecsel

testaurant......ci000ee... B
Ont. Dept. of Agriculture..l
Sports Stor€..i.ieeeereeeeeed
Doctor........... ceeeees .2
eat ShoP...veeierereeneesd
'en's Wear....... cesecsceacd
Health Centre......ccvc0ve0a.1
Insurance ComMprenyeeeeeoeeoe.l
C.P.R. Telegraph Co........l

Plumber............ ceeeeen .1

BOWling . e eeeeeeerenoeoens o1
C.N.EK. Office.v.eeeveneaaaal

Bake ShoP.eeeiecenrereeans 1
Hotel......... P
Bus Station....ceevee.e.. ool

TobaccO ShODiveeveeecoenaol
Padminton Club.....evevuu. 1
Tumber COMPaANY.v.eeeeeeeoss

""fachine

1

Real Estate Broker........1l
1S3 r{o} P ceeeel

1

Business ShOl.eieeeecenenn

Taxi CompPany.eeeeeeseseeasl

SOVE BUSTNAISSES ADJLCENT TO KING STREXET

C.N.R, Station
C.P.R., Station
Cabinet Manufacturer
Commmunity Memorial Arena
Goodyear Company
Pilliards

Laundry

Taxi Coumpany (3)
Barrister (2)

Lavm Bowling

atchmaker

Cas Station (4)

Plumber

Grand Totals:

Households 1752,

Fire Department

Bell Telephone Office

FTurniture “anufacturer

Salvation Army

Seed Store

Knitting »ills

Eeverage Conmrany

Jublic Library

Town Clerk

Provincial Folice Station
Blacksmith (2)

Churches (8)

Dairy

Businesses 209, Fes. Uncer Const.
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bonsible for the physiography but for soils and land use.

The most important factor limitins; the growing ter-
iod in Darlington is the temperature variestion. The continen-
tal type of climate ras encouraged a long and varied list of
crops and activities to progrecs in south-central Cntario.

It must be saié therefore, that clirate is signifigant be-
cause 1t has little initibiting effect on human activities.

Soils, largely Gerived from fertile glacial drift,
modified by mode of devosition, drainage, and vegetation, have
a great influence on the human geosgrathy. Agriculture is par-
ticularly effected by the soil types. Population patterns
and land use a&re closely allied to the =o0il fertility and rhyvs-
iograpny of the area. Darlington being largely an agricultural
district, derends greatly on the soil, thus placing this one
rhysical elewent avbove all others in geograrhical signifigance.

Today, Darlington Tovwnshivp can rizhtlv be cslled 2

1 2

resion of transitional ecsricultnre, The fruit, cannins crorn,

dairy snd poultry farmins belt ol the north shore of ILake
Cntario, extends inlanc to the third concesgsion block. On
the sandy well-draineC soils of tne third concession is fowrd

the rapialy expancing tobacco telt which extends eastward out

of the towvnship. The western dairy belt of southern Onterio,
centred about the nhesd of the lakes and Torcnto, has its east-

ern limits in the western and south-.cst cf Derlin-ton. The

. h- ig ti therr
remaining land to the north ana north-east, 15 the sou 1

Nta1io SeNEerE rop ana livestocek
i entral Cnteric seneral ¢
extension of the cen |
belt Varieties of soill, povulaticn distrivution, neerness
e mahaeration of Iake Cntario, are the
. .. : snd the "moderatl
to trans.ortation & \ o .
cirmificant conciusion thet

c Sar .-

H e g 1 1! 10 't'.‘x"-
na jor fuctors contritutine
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