
W h y  o b s e r v e  4 
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

sexsex  workerworker  
r i g h t s  d a y s ? 

To raise AWARENESS
about the 

C H A L L E N G E S ,
E X P L O I T A T I O N S ,
SYSTEMIC BARRIERS, 
and STIGMATIZATION 

faced by the sex 

work community, and 

AMPLIFY the VOICES 

of the global sex 
worker movement! 

What is positive legislative change for 
sexsex work(ers)? 
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Launched by the 

Global Network of 
Sex Work Projects, 
INTERNATIONAL S*X 
WORKER PRIDE DAY
celebrates “sex workers’ 
self-determination and 
enhanced visibility”
as well as “the achievements 
of sex worker-led 
organizations.”  
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What are some of the KEY ISSUESKEY ISSUES these 
dates address?  

Sex workers’ labour RIGHTS, access 
to JUSTICE, and VIOLENCE against 
sex workers
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The annual  event  aims to 
a m p l i f y 
the diverse stories and 
experiences of sex workers and 

challenge the harmful 

dichotomy 
of victimization versus 

libera-
tion 
that they are 
often subjected to. 

Respect sex workers 
all over the world



Annie Sprinkle and Robin Few, 
founders of the 
SexSex Workers Outreach Project-USA, 

organized a memorial and 
vigil on the lawn of San Francisco 
City Hall for the victims of 
t h e  G r e e n  R i v e r  K i l l e r 
in Seattle, WA. 

Gary Ridgway confessed to 

murdering 
at least 49 women, most of them sex sex 
workersworkers, and was convicted on this 
day. It is now observed annually in 
cities a c r o s s the world world 
as the International Day to International Day to EndEnd  
ViolenceViolence AgainstAgainst Sex Sex Workers Workers. 

“NO maTTER wHaT yOU THINk abOUT SEx 
wORkERS aNd THE pOlITICS 
SURROUNdING THEm, SEx wORkERS aRE 
a paRT Of OUR NEIGHbORHOOdS, 
COmmUNITIES aNd famIlIES” 

- aNNIE SpRINklE I
n
 

C
a
n
a
d
a
,
 

B
i
l
l
 

C
-
3
6
,
 

t
h
e
 
P
r
o
t
e
c
t
i
o
n
 
o
f
 
C
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
i
e
s
 

a
n
d
 
E
x
p
l
o
i
t
e
d
 
P
e
r
s
o
n
s
 
A
c
t
  

s
u
b
s
t
a
n
t
i
a
t
e
s
 
a
 

pol
ari

zin
g 

na
rra

tiv
e

 t
h
a
t
 
F
R
A
M
E
S
 
A

L
L
 S

*X
 W

O
R
K

A
L
L
 S

*X
 W

O
R
K
 
a
s
 

a
 

f
o
r
m
 

o
f
 

i
n
h
e
r
e
n
t

i
n
h
e
r
e
n
t
 

e
x
p
l
o
i
t
a
t
i
o
n
,

a
l
l
 

se
x
 

w
o
r
k
e
r
s
 

a
s
 

vic
tim

s,
 

a
n
d
 

A
L
L
 

C
L
I
E
N
T
S
 

a
s
 

V
I
O
L
E
N
T
 C
R
I
M
I
N
A
L
S

.
 

The  “End Demand” laws 

p e r p e t u a t e 

existing harms for s*x workers, 

disproportionately impacting racialized, 

trans, im/migrant sexworkers who are viewed as 

vICTIMS of exploitation but deemed 

uNWORTHY of occupational protections.

December 17, 2003
International Day to End Violence 
Against Sex Workers



25,000 S E X 
w o r k e r s 
gathered for a 
f e s t i v a l 
organized by Durbar 
Mahila Samanwaya 
C o m m i t t e e , 
a CalcuttaCalcutta based 
group with over 

50,000 s e x
w o r k e r 
members and membersmembers and members
of their communities. of their communities. 
A l t h o u g h 
p r o h i b i t i o n i s t 
groups tried to
 p r e v e n t  
the festival from 
taking place 

by pressuring thegovgovernment ernment 
t ot o  r e v o k e 
their permit, it is 
now celebrated 
as an annual 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
e v e n t 

dECRImINalIzE
SEx wORk

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Sex Worker’s Day
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International Sex 
Workers’ Rights Day
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100 sex workers occupied 
Saint-Nizier Church in Lyon, France 
for 8 days to protest the 
criminalization 
and 
exploitation 
of their living conditions. 

On June 10th, 
police RAIDEDRAIDED  
the churchchurch. The 
action s p a r k e ds p a r k e d  a 
national MOVEMENT 
that ignited 
the CONTEMPORARY SEX workers’ 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT, 
beginning in Europe. 


