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was nov possible, on fast days the Jeurs offered their public __?iqyors in
an open space such as at the sea-siiore and nct in tho spwgc;-'ue.— It was
custanary to stand while praying and only adult nales parvicipated in tae
synagogue service, The washing of the hands was oblicaboryr before prarer.
fiere were five requirements in all vhich had to be observed beforc and

during prayer. "The cleammess of the hands, thc covaering of nalodness,

the cleanness of the place whore the prayer is ubterad, the put’tingsazz y
1

ol matters that dissipate the mind, and the Lfervour of the hcart.®

hien praying for the camm nseds of the groun, thelzé)lwal preacuns $ye!
and ust wore used, not the gingulurs I' and ‘'uef, wIhe proyjer vas
not uttoered by the widle congregation, but by ane ong called upon for
this offico esse by the ruler of tho synagozuce! ! Tie congregatian,
hogever, made cortain respansas, Thc Beok of Psalmns was uszd axtensively
in vhe synagogue; "Wheir primary purpose was Lo expiress bie veudzsr and ,
exultaticn which filled the worshaippers wiile stending in his presznce, "lu

In a strict sense, the Psalms are nov prayers but they provided thc basis

of praise from which prayer is the nadural cutcare, The essenee of

13 1bid,, 222,
1L 1, sohlirer, op.cibe, Dive II, Val, 2, 72
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15 Index %o Schuror's History of the Jerish People in the Time of
Chitieb, trans, de pacracrson (New Yari: Charles Scribmer’s Sans, 1C50), 93.

16 G, F. Moare, Gp.cibes II, 2194
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concerned about hor people get bread and ncw mich they naved! It

primarily refers to our da:L'Lj' meals bubt can be extended to includs
spirituel food., Jesus gave a sacred significance to ordinary bread,

"At the Last Supper, wien he wanted a syrbdl of his om great act o
cacrifice, t'he took bread and blessed it, giving thanlks?, "33 Cur Lord
was not an ascetic who dzspised the body and its nmaterial needs. 'He
bade us pray for them, acknosledging that they came from ch."Bh k=
shauld ask for a sufficient supply dar by doy and never ask for an
excess.Bs The fdlloring thres thoughts will help to bring the praceding
discussion to a focus, PFirstly, vhatever cancerns us ccacerns Gode
Carist never had a distinction betwesn cacred and seculer nceds. Hs is
interested in every faocet of cur life, Secondly, all things in the world
really belang to Gode He anly allars us to use then as labourers in !is
vineyard. Thi;'gly, the words of tais petition are ™us* and "our®, not

et and vy No man lives unto ninself,

32 Je Fa Scolt, cgpecitb., 59
33 E. Fo Scabt’ EoCito, 97
3k 1bia,

35 The Greel word, ’ekuv-(ov s vaich is camionly translatoed
tdaily®, is unkncm in Greck literaturc cutside of I, 6:11 aad L, 11:3,
Tae ward does not mean 'daily! but its precise meaning is uncertain, It
is found in a document fraa By/pt in a cantext which suggests tho meaning
tdaily rabions?!, Schalars, howvever, arc not agread wheth:er in the Gesoels
it meang tfor today! a for tamarrar!, The begt translation wrould seen
to be 1far the caudng day's Thercfore the petition would say, "Give us
thie day our braad far the canng day."

36 5, F. Scobt, gpicib., €0,

















































































