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contains none of Camusts idealism, In Fres Toll in fact,

Golding discusses tihis in a passaze vhich is virtuelly Carms's

theory but with his harmony replacsd by rubthlessness, "line
was an amoral, a savage place in vhich mon was bRang cdd

without hope, oaly to enjoy vahat he ecould vhile it was still
going".61 'cither is there any awvarencss of Camus!s idealised
sinplicity, but only confusion znd complexcity,

e

In Pivcher *ortin hovever, Golding invegUipgzitcs with

ticular thoroughness all the outverd components of identity:

(‘l

par

]

the most acute physical scncation, pain, the significance of
'names?!, material proofs of identity, a pho
identity dise, and finally, spcech, "specch is identity”,

i
(The sinilarity of these details in Zhe Oulisider night be

identity that 1s the centre of the novel, can alss be uscd
sirmltaneously to showy more ond nore pinutely ©
identity, 1ts disparsteness gad mmlabilivy
pull him back i

beihg."63 Colding represcnts, too, differcnt levels of

identity, in increasing degrees of complenity, with a sucady
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fact that the Little glass fipure ves 5o de’*ﬂ°*°1y
balanced betwesn opnosing forces ... By varving the
p:essufe see you could éo anything you liked with the
fglass figure vhich vas wao11y in yonr DOVUCT eee Z0U

could 1ot it gsvruggle to":rd he surface, give it almnost
.2 bit of air then send it s \dily, slovly, romorsclessly
down and dowm", 71

Golding uses here an idea of man as a little world, o
microcosn, within a far more powerful mracroecosm, prezonlting

1
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b
Q
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consgegucntly Tthe inevitable conflict as a strug

53]
3

vowar. <Tne ideca is exrpanded in hils description of lar

hallucinations where he is struggling Lo re-define and

senavave himself fron this larvpger world, expressed in vast
geogrephical images of glones and concinents,

"Zeyond the mess was the round bone globz of the
rorld end himself hangwnw inside eee IT he could hiv
some particular mode of inactive being .. e mighl he
ailowed ,.. to float, still ond poirless in the centire
of the ClOLe XX

Tie beearme snall and the globe larger untll the
burning extonsions were inte rpTaaeuarv eee zhen ~70"1y
he would sink back into the ccnire of the ElOJu, shrinik
and float in the middie of a dark world., This bceame
a rhytqw that nad obtained from all ages and would
endure so"/2

The hopelessness of llartin's case, coasisting in his om
Imowledge of this necessity for some "mode of inactive being®,
is stated froa the first; clearly contrasted too ave the
rodes of atvtacz, the individual's "intelligenee®, his human

pattern against the pover, presented in physical terns, of
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