Between A Polonaise And A Nocturne
(In Greek)

John Bandler

A well-heeled Greek boy meets a Turkish girl in a remote village in strife-torn British-colonial
Cyprus in 1956 and asks her for a date.
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Metalv Ioroveélas kar Notovpvo
I'poppévo amd
Tov T{wv Mnrdavtiep

Kvnpog, 1956. O Hpaxing otapdimoe va kavel mooniato oto Ildve Bovvaki. Zav 1o
yerroviko yop1d Kaiometpid, mov eivor dvo pido avatoMkd Kotd To pnKog tov fouvo,
to I[Tdve Bovvdxt éBale téhog oe pia pokpookeAn avapfoon tpidv Aiov omxd v axTh.
[Tépa and ta acPectopéva omitia n otevy avty apmpio EEeTile og éva OlKTLO OamO
HOVOTATIOL KOTGTIKIMV TTOV DYDOVOVTOV TPOG TNV atyunpn kopven tov Kvpnviov.

O Hpaxing xoioe o modonratd tov otnv okid. Kabbg 1 kapdid Tov KaApudpioe,
TO TOVKAMGO Kol TO Yoki Tov Goptg Apyloav va tov @ayovpilovv. Tpdapnée €€m t0
TOVKAUIGO TOV, OV €lye KOAAMGEL 610 6TNOOG TOV, KOl CKOVTIGE TO TPOCMOTO TOV LE TO
pavikt tov. 'Eva pravio oty Odlacca apydtepa, vrooyEnke otov eantd TOL.

Mu nopta Bpdvinée.

IMpioe. ‘Eva pukpd mandi tov koitaée cav ydvog. To moudi £ogpiée oto othoc Tov
éva Lkpd Umdyo TLAYUEVO G€ eQMUEepida, Kot EKOVE £vol TNONUATAKL 0O TO GKOAOTATL.
Me youvd modo yopig KoV vo VOlUoTEL Y10 TIG KOPTEPEG TETPEC, TEPACE OMEVAVTL GAV
0o TPOTN.

To pikpd omitt yopig mapdBvpa, an’ o6mov Pynke 1o modi, £dve TNV EvTHTOON
eVOG EYKATOAEAEILEVOV EUTOPTKOV YMPOL pe o otpafny topumédo g Koxo Kora. Hrav
TO UTAKAALKO TOV ymprov. O HpakAng axovumnoe 10 modnAatd Tov 6Tov Toi)0, EYAEWE
T Eepapéva Tov yetAn Kot unKe péoal.

Muw koprtoioTikn @wvh, Tov oxeddv dev akovyotav kabdiov eEaitiog g

HLOVGIKNG 6TO padlo, Tov yaipétnoe e Eva «Opiote;»



To oteviywpo dwpdtio, éva cvvovBvlevpo amd koveépPeg capdéiag, Pala pe
EMEG KOl GOKOVAEG LE pilyavn, BpopoKOTovGE amd oKOVN KOl KOUIVO — 1] UWAT®OG NMTOV
KOMOVTPOG;

H xAaocikn povoikn akovyodtav mepiepya, EKTOG TOTOL Kot YpOVOUL.

O HpoaxAng tpapnée to porid amd to pdrtia tov. «Koko Koia ;»

To kopitot £0e1ée. «XtnVv ToyoviEpa. Elkoot (A Tapakaidy.

‘EByaie T yvoAid tov nAiov kot mpe pOVOS Tov T0 Pmovkail. H @ryovpa tov
KOpITtooy Tow amd Tov TAYKO QoTioTNKe 0omd 1o TOopdOvpo, Kol THPE HOPON —
LKPOKOAUOUEVT, HE Hopol LoAld palepéva Tiow og 0Aoyoovpd.

O Hpoaxng Bapeoe kdtw Eva képpo. «XoméEV;»

To cvptdpt Tov Tapeiov étpige. «Eioat moaviotag;»

«Oyt, aALG pmopd va avayvopion Tov Zomév. Aev pmopel 0 Kabévosg GAADGTE;»

To kopitol éompwée ta péota tpog Tov Hpahn.

«Ihaviotpioy, €ine 0VTOC TOPOTNPOVING TO TEPWTOMUEVE TNG VUYL TOL
TapEPEVaY Tom amd o PECTO Kot TO apTid TG Lovoikne. «Ki o0 cuvBEteioy.

Tpapnée amdtopa to ¥€pt g micw. Ta yopTid CKOPTIGTNKAY GTO TATMLLA.

O Hpoaxing onkwoe too @OAA0 Kot ta £Bare otov mhyko te. «Eyd oyeddlom kot
Coypoeilm. AAG dev TPOYDOPNCO TOTE HE TNV HOLGIKY. Agv €Y® LTOUOVY] VO KAV®D
TPOKTIKY €EAGKNON, OAAG LavTED® MG ElLA0TE GLVAdEPPOT TNG TEXVNG £TCL KL AAAMMO.
Av Kot Ta EAMANVIKA TG, 0&V TPododnKav and Kavéva tyvog Tpo@opds, avtds TNV pMOTNOCE,
«Eioar Tovpkiooa;»

«Datvetal»



O HpoaxAng elye akovoet yioo avtv TV 1010evia, oAAd TIToTa Yoo TNV EUPAVIOT|
™mG. «NOpla mmg avTd 10 YOPLO NTAV EAANVIKOY.

To kopitot dev gine timota.

O HpoxAng onkmoe toug dpovg tov. «I1o1dc o€ d1ddoKel Tavo;»

Avt émange pe 10 ovptdpt Tov tapeiov. Ta Evla étpiEov petald tovg, Kabmg
E0MPMEE TO GPLYTO YEPOVAL YOp® amd TV povadikn Pida mov 1o cvykpatovoe. «[ati
Béle1c va pabeig»

INoti aAnBewo; Kodvtepa va eapoviotel. Amod otiypr| 6€ otiypr] pnopetl Kémolog
Ao TOVG AdEPPOVS TNG VO OVEL EAPVIKA [LE TO OIKOYEVELNKO KLVIYETIKO OmAo. «Mbvo
TEPVA® TNV dpa pLovy, gine o HpakAng. «Kavel (éom é€m. 'Eyxelg modniato;»

«IToAAG poTGY.

O HpoaxAng tpdpnée v dxpn tov movkapicob tov. Adha&e yvoun. 'ERaie 1o
Y€PL TOV GTNV TOEMN Y10 TO HOVINAL TOV KOt OKOVTLGE T0 TPpdommd tov. « Ela pali pov
v pa foATa. Adploy.

Agv ftav mico oto Aovdivo, kar odte avtd Mrav €va Zaffatdfpado ce o
aiBovca yopov. Avt Ntav n maTpido TOL, £va AGHUOVIO KOUUATL TG Bpetovikng
Avtoxpatopiog 6mov 1 AEEN GKLAOTOVPKOG UTOPOVGE aKOpa Vo Eepiyet kot and Ta T
OPLOTOKPATIKO EAANVIKA YElAN, KOl OOV [o €BVIKIOTIKY GQaipa TodmTAloTo €iye yivel
Kanpepvog kivovvog. Kabmg o Hpaxing mepipeve v avtidopacn g, 0 GOUYHOS TOV
CQLVPOKOTOVGE dVVATA.

To xopitol TpdPnée 10 cLPTAPL Kot TO EKAEICE XTLIMOVTOG TO KOLOOLVILOVTOG

duvatd to meplexOeVO Tov. «Aev 6g EEp».



Avaotévaée. «To 6vopd pov sivor HpaxkAng Noa&uwtng. Eipot EAAnvag. Xrovdalm
omv AyyMoy. Katdmie v tehevtaio yoold g Koka-Koia ko mAnciace otov miyKo.
«Kavm dtaxoméc kot péve 6to omitt Tov vovoL pov, oty Kvpnveta, oty Bidda [Tétpvo.
Eipon dexaélt ypovavy.

Avt palevtnke.

«Ze mopakoA®,» gine o HpaxAng «Mnv melg tinota topa. Oa gipot K4t oty
cupporn tov dpduov Kvpnvelag adplo 1o mpwi otig evvéa n dpa. Mnv avnovyeic. Edv
eloan exel evta&et. Edv oy, mih evtaéer. [wg og Aéve;»

To Kkopitol oTpLpoydpice TV aAoyoovpd TG YOP® omd TO SAYTLAG NG, Kot
y10pioe, «DovALLY.

[Mati va cuveyiom; Avt n cuvéyela pmopet va €xel péypt Ko poyopopota. I't’
avtv Ba NTov yepotepa. «Oa gipon ekel, DodALa, kol Bo o€ TEPPUEVD. ZTIG EVVEN 1] DPOL
10 Tpwi. Dépe 10 payld cov, N ELo TPOESTOWOCUEVT YO VO OV €ENYNGELS TV OLPOPd
petald molmveélag Kot voTohpvoy.

Tov koitage pe tpopo Kot yBvpioe, «Agv Kavoupe étot gpeic oty Kompoy.



Context: Between a Polonaise and a Nocturne (In Greek) by John Bandler is set in Cyprus in
1956 against the guerrilla conflict involving Greek and Turkish Cypriots (as well as Greece and
Turkey), and the British occupiers. The island remains divided.

The time intersects that of Lawrence Durrell’s Bitter Lemons, and likely Durrell’s writing of The
Alexandria Quartet. In 2006, in a session on creative influences, the author John Bandler
presented “Bitter Lemons and Barbed Wire” to the biennial International Lawrence Durrell
Conference. In 2007, he spoke on “Durrell’s Cyprus—Tainted Observations on the Colonial and
Postcolonial” at the ACLALS Conference: Literature for Our Times.
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