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INTRODUCT ION
]

A Geographical study of any unit or area of the earthils
surface is concerned with the natural environment aﬁd the human
adjustment to tthié} environment. In this thesis an attempt has
been made to explain why settlement oecurred at North Bay, what
factors influenced its development, what the mresent function or
functions are and how all of these are related to the physical
and human geography of the urban region.
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cHAPTER 1
PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY.

LOCATION

The city of North Bay, population 18,740, is located on the
north east shore of Lake Nipissing, in the Province of Ontario.
Fondly cel led "the Gateway to the Horth", the city is 221 air miles
north of Toronto, the capital of Ontario, and 228 air miles west
of Otiawa, the cabital of the Dominion of Canada. Served by three
main rall lines, the Canadlan National, the Canadian Paeciflc and
the Ontario Horthland, Railroads, it is also at the junction of
highways number 1l and 1%.

Politically, North Bay 1s in the distriect of Nipissing and
acts as the district administrative and judicial seat.

Although the city lies south of the rich mining and forestry
belt which so characterizes the region known as Northern Ontario,
other factors physical, economic, and humen, also place North Bay
within these rather indefinite bounderies. Transportation and
comrunication have made it the southern gateway to other settled

areas in the northern part of the province.
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CHAFEER I

GEQMORPHOLOGY

Geologically, the region 1s underlain by precambrian rocks
of the Canadian Shield. The Shield is an area of some of the
world's oldest mountains which have been worn down to smooth
stumps by ages of erosion amd glaciation, Host of the precambrian
rocks are dated as archean and are very complex. In the vieinitj
of North Bay they are generally mlcaceous or hornblendic gneias
and various other gneissold rocks, interstratified with beds of
quartz, crystaline limestone and oxodlized iron. Most of the beds
are tilted at considerable angles and are corrugated or contorted,
forming small and large anticlynes and synclines.

The area suffered severely fram glaclal action which removed
nearly all the overburden from the higher elevations. Later ,
during the recessicn of the last glacier, the lower sections were
filled with outwash and other moryainic debris.

Some of the meltwater from the glacler formed a large lake
which covered an area not too different from the present lakes,
Superior, Michigan, Huron, and Nipissing. AL that time nearly
all drainage was via a’tvnugh at the north east end of Lake Nipissing.,
After passing a swampy col immediately north of the present city
site, the water flowed down the ancient Mattawa river and thence
down the Ottawa River Graben to the St. Lawrence river.

The Mattawa river itself 1s composed mainly of a chain of
small lakes connected by short rapid streams. Some of the lakes
are long, narrow and between 100 and 300 feet deep. lany lie
in canyon-like valleys 200 to 300 feet wide often bordered by
precipltous walls 100 feet or more high. Trout Lake, four miles
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The Nipissing Mattawa trough. This photo taken at North Bay
shows the relatively flat lower lying trough.b

dered by the
Gogama Sandy Uplands region visible in the i middle section
of the picture.



~east of North Bay is the headwater basin for the Mattawa and
with 1ts neighbour, Talon Lake, comprises the largest body of
wateryin the chalin,

St11l later,differential uplift caused the waters of the
Nipissing Lake to flow out viae lakes St. Clair, Erie %nﬂ Ontario.
Today the height of land which separates the Great Lakes System
of dreinage and the Ottawa River System, runs approximately N.u,.W,
about one mile west of Trout Lake.

North of North Bay the land rises rapldly from 675 feet to
form a rough hummocky upland region known as the Gﬁgama Sandy
Uplands,with an average helght of 1500 feet. Numerous sand and
gravel deposits such as kames and distorted eskers appéar in this
reglon hence the term “sanay"; These provide excellent sources
of sand and gravel for road £ill or other purposes.

Highway 63 between HNorth Bay and ?emiakaming Que., rang
along the}Nipissing/mattawa trough to Trout Lake then rises
sharply to a rough shelf, part of the Gogama Sandy Uplands, which
extends north of Trout end Talon lakes. Around the villages of
%;emonia and Redbridge the surface assumes a gentler, more rolling
nature and is covered to varying depths with sands and sandy silt
loams. Quicrops are common and the surface becomes rougher
towards the Ottawa river.

The area between the Gogsma Sandy Uplands and the Algonguin
Park Uplands to the south, is known as the Nipissing Lewlands,
Part of this region was covered by the old Nipissing Lakes which
resulted in the flat locustrine beach terraces along the north
and northwest shores. These beaches are signlificant because

the expanse of water even at that time was not large enough to




A view of mrt of the Nipissing Lowland Region along the north shore of
Lake Nipissing. The city of North Bay 1is barely visible on the left hand
side.



Kame and outwash deposits along the edge of the
Gogama Sandy Uplands. These serve as excellent
sources of supply of gravel or sand. The light
patches are where gravel or sand pita hag® been
removed.



permit the powerful waves found on the Great lakes. Therefore, the
strong beaches are an indication that wave action lasted for a con-
siderable time. The beach terrace extends west of North Bay but
grenite bosses interrupt the flat table~like terrain for about
fifteen miles. Suddanly et Mewdowside the surface levels out and

s flat clay and clay loam tarrace borders the lake and continues
west past Hagar. This clay and clay loam was u:doubtedly deposited
during the period of the Hipissing (Great Lakes. The sandy terraces
around Horth an'oontraagf¥hc clay to the west but are the result
of increased water velocity at this end of the lake. The velocity
was such that only coarser sediments could be deposited.

The city itself is almost entirely built upon the sandy beach
ter:race, through which numerous outerops appear. Approximately
3¢ feet above tue present level of the lake at the western end of
the city, the terrace grades off gredually towsrd the south east.

As 8 result the land becomes lower and wetter in the vicinity of
Ferris. 1In the community of Ferris itself the ground water level
is 80 close to the surface that meny houses have no cellars or are
slevated to permit a dry besement. The comuercial core of North
Bay is built upon one of the lower rocikty ridges and excavation was
exceedingly difficult. Priests Hill is undearlein by & higher
outerop but was covered with moryainic till and sand. Even there
however, small scattered outcrops indicsate bedrock is close to

the surface.

To the south of Horth 83y the trough contains numerous ocut-
crops and in the vicinity of Callander the land begins to rise
gradually. Immediately south of Callander high granitic bosses
emerge and give the southern fringe of the Bay a steep rfocky
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aspeets From GCallander to Powussan the surface continues to rise
and becomes rougher with sn incressing number of massive oudcrops.
‘The lower lying sections are fln%Aana'zantain'poarly drained muek
soils. ' ‘

At Pewassan however, the aﬁrfaeé assumes & more gradéd, roliing
character and the bedrock is covered t0 a qansiderabla depth by
‘¢lay and heavy qlay loams. This rolling belt stretches from Lake
Restoule on the west, through Pawassan and last to Bonfield,
Rutherglen and Eeu Clalrae.

South of Powassan the land begins to rise again end becomes
increasingly rocky finmelly rising up to another rough highland
block known as the iAlgonguin Park Uplands.

In general, both uplénﬂ areas are almost monotonous with
thelr succession of rouhﬁed bosses, small lakes, streams, awamp
_mnskag'aﬁd outwash deposits. The lowlands around the north
" and N. east shores of Lake Hipissing are l¥custrine plain which
reSulted from the waters of the Nipissing Gfeat Lakes.

- QLIWATE )

The climate aragnd”ﬁérﬁh Bay may be termed Humid Continental
with coo0l sumners. | In the Koeppen classificatlon this would
then be s DD clima@e.

AGT6' J F M 4 M J4 J A S © N D ¥Yr.
O

PP 10 11 23 35 50 59 63 63 53 44 27 15 38

R® 4.3 345 342 3.0 320 346 4e2 4.6 3.0 2.3 4.3 2.5 41.5

The mean Janmry temperature is 10°F while that of July 1is
63°F- There is also a fairly high diurnal range and although
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the daylight hours may be warm or in summer hot, the temperature
drops considerably during the evening and night due to the relati-
vely low humidity. | "‘

A maximum of 136 or a minimum of 95'frogﬁ free days are
possible 1n ang one year. ' The last frosts of Spring have been
recorded between the 12 May and the 8 June, while the first frosts
of Fall usually come between the 4 septembér and 28 September,
This results in an average growing season of 175 days. k

Snow and haill storms have been e#geriéhcad during the summer
months but are quite unusual and have done litﬁle damage .

Precipitation is,ﬁery reliable in the areas. The lowest
recorded totsl rainfall was 35" in 1950 and e maximum of 46" in
1941. Although régiona to the north experience average totals of
but 39 inches of rain, North Bay and the northern fringe of the
Algonguin Park Uplands recelve an évernge annual rainfall of
"41.5 inches. Desplte the fact that precipitation occurs on an
average of 180 days every year the pattern 1s usually four or five
rainless days followed by fqué or five more days in which precipi-
tation in some form will occur. Storms of short duration bringing
" lapge amounts of snow or rain ave not common.

Topography has little effect on the climate and although the
lake tends to moderate temperatures in the Spring, Summer and Fall,
it is frozen completely from mid December through till Apriljar
May and has no effect on winter comiitions. '

Preovailling winds are from the north from octobér till HMay
but for the rest of'the year they blow from The south or socuth

west.
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HATURAL VEGETATION.

Gn’&alliday*s‘map of the Forest Hegions of North Americae,
the area lies within the Great Lakes Mixed Forest belt, end pines
are the dominant species. The word dominant may be misleading
because the pines cover bﬁt a small percaﬁtaga of the region.
‘Other species found in the original forest included white blrch,
" white pine, poplar, spruce, balsam, red pine, yellow birch and |
hard and soft maples. Of these, wiite pine, poplar and waite
birch are the most abundant and cover respectively 19.9%, 16.9%,
and 12.7% of the present wooded areas. Species such as wilte
pine, red pine, yellow birch and hard maples have been reduced
due to fire, insects and the lumberman. Other specles such as
wnite birch and poplar are increasing in number because they are
more resistant to forest insects and blights and they regenerate
faster on burnt over land.

Present surveys show much of the better and more mature
timber has been removed from all easily accessable areas but, out
of an approximate figure of 3,500,000 acres in NWiplssl ng dlstrict,
2,800,000 are listed as potential forest and which can produce

timber.,

S0ILS

In general the solls are brown podzolics. Except in the
areas sround Sturgean Falls, Verner Noelville and Powassan Bonfleld
and Rutherglen, they are shallow and have but three distinct
horizons. A comparatively thin brownish grey surface soll with
a considerable mixture of organic materiél comprises the upper
layer and rests on a coffee brown nut-structured subsoil. | In

most cases the parent material is glacial debris or rock flour.



In the elay and clay loam formations, wave lines can be
found at varying depths. Howeover, because of imperfect drainuge,
the profiles tend to be shallows Deapite this imperfection
these solls when properly m:»mmm provid: the beat arcas for
agriculture in the North Bay region.

The well drained sandy soils of the upland aress are also
fertile and will produce good crops. Unfortunately sgriculturs
there 1s limited b, topography and the fact that many of the
level areas are usually too small to be economically worked.

The majority of the upland dlstricts are elther too poorly drained,
producing bog or half-bog soﬂa; are of bare rock; or have
coarse sand and gravel deposits which are excessively drained and
therefore too dry m sumzer montha.
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Typleal examples of the rugged nature of the
shield. A ricultwe in such upland areas 1is
almoat impossible. The low lying sections are
wet and poorly drained and filled with roek
debris. The smoothed rounded bosses are almost
bare of topsoil.
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CHAPPER I

HISTORY

The Nipissing - Hattawa River route had been the favorite
choice of nature travellers for centuries before Columbus discovered
_America and as early as 1610 a white man, Etienne Brute, passed
through the region. Five years later, in 1615, Champlain guided
by Brute and & party of natives passed from Trout Lake, via the
lLavasss River to the shores of Lake Nipissing, on his famous voyage -
to Lake Huron. A cairn eomzziamsraung the svent has been erected
five miles south of North Bay where the Lavasse river crosses
~ bighway #11.

Alﬁhcﬁgh this same route was used extensively during the next
260 years the only settlements which resulted were two small fur
trading posts. One was located at the present site of Sturgeon
Palls where a drop in the river mnecessitated a portage. The
other was on Lake Nipissling at the mouth of the Lavasse river where
the fur traders had established a canmping site on the broad beaches,

Fur trading in the region began to decline by the middle of the
nineteenth century but the route attracted the attention of Great
Lakes shippers who were seeking a shorter route to Lake Superior —
and the west. As early as 1854 a parliamentary proposal to find
a shorter more efficient route to Lake Superior was passed and in
the followlng year, 1885, T» C. Clarke was commlssioned to make
the survey.

His proposed route started at Montreal and proceeded up the
Ottawa river to the Mattawa river. Here the course turned due
west up the Mattawa river and 1ts chain of lakes to Trout Lake,
overland to Lake Niplssing and west teo Georglsn Bay via the French



The cairn, commemorating Champlain's
trip to Lake Huron in 1615. It is
located five miles south of North Bay,

where highway #ll crosses the Lavasse
river.



river. Mr. Clarke described the route as follows, ".... four
hundred and thirty-one miles in length, 352 of which are fit for

vessels of 12 ﬂbdtvﬁraught,‘?9 miles reqire improvements and 29

miles of canal.“l The motion was shelved temporarily with the

result that as late as 1880 there was no settlement at North Bay.

It should be mentioned here that the idea of a Georglan Bay/hontreal
shipplng route was not entirely forgotten. Later in 1905 and &

- second time in 1910 the North Bay Board of Trade reopened the

" 1ssue. Each time new surveys were made and each time very favourable

reports were written. Unfortunately for North Bay by 1910 the
route via Lake Onbario and lLake Erle waes so well established and

served such a large population that this second route would not -

| justify tﬁe expense involved.

In 1880 the Canadian Pacific Rallway Co., began the extension
of its 1line wesﬁ@ard from Pembroke in an attempt to link with the
lines already laid in Western Cenada. Topography éictated cholce “
of the route in so far as the sand and gravel deposits laid down by
the ancient Ottawa river and the Nipissing/liattawa outlet, provided
the most faasébla road bed. Some data was available from the
previous Georglan Bay/lontreal Canal Surveys and with this and
his own experience as a background, Duncan Sinclair surveyed a
right of way in 1880. Although slightly inland from the Mattawa
river the line followed the old glacial river channel.

Original proposals called for a divisional point to be established
at Callander but as it turmned out there were 3 separste locations
all called Callanﬁer'anﬂ all were within ¢lose proximity of one
another. They were, the present site of Callander on Lake
Nipissing, a settlement at the head of lake Nosbonsing and the

1. GARD A.A. "Gateway to Silverland", Emerson Press, P.59,,Torgggg
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present town of Bonfield. S{f:égégggggiﬁiemming partially settled

the issue by remarking, "Choose what route you please, but you must
reach the north shore of Lake Hipiasihg."l He realized that the
route along the north shore was not only shorter but the beach
terraces there provided a smoother road bed. Further, at the
present site of North Bay there was a broad flat sendy ﬁérraue
' bordering thelske. This was also a convenient distance from
Chalk River. Of these factors the bread flat land with a conven-
ient water supply favoured the choise of North Bay over the other.
Callanders and on the 28 June 1881 construction workers began
clearing the site. - By the summer of the following year, 1882,
the rail line itself had reached the lake there. A terminal
station with shipping yerds and repair shops soon were built.

7ith steady employment provided by the rallroed shops and
offices and the offer of free rall fare into the town many people
from Pembroke began to settle at North Bay. The majority of these
had formerly been employed as railway construction workers and
today many of their descendants are living in the city. The firat
‘settler other than a railroad construction worker was Willlam
McFarlane and for & time his log home was used as a church and
.meating house. Credit for clearing the first land which later
became the townsite of North Bay is attributed to John Ferguson.
“He began construction of the first shingled house in 1882. Thest
factors by themselves are perhaps insignificant, but this was the
saﬁe John Ferguson who was so influential 1n\tha‘development end
growth of Rorth Bay, who encouraged peoﬁle to come there and 1live

-1, Souvenir, "0ld Home Week", North Bay 1925, P.ll.
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The beach terrace along the north shore of Lake Nipissing
provides the most accessable and shortest route to communities
farther west. As & result it 1is used extensively. This
photegraph, taken in the north west end of the city where the
terrace narrows, 1llustrates this use. The C.P.R. transecontin-
ental line is visible to the left of the highway (#17 to Sudbury)
while the C.N.R. transcontinental line through North Bay is
approxdmately 400 yards off to the right of the photegraph.
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and who made many trips to Toronto and Otiawa to see that the newly
settlied area received proper representsblon inpmvﬁiﬁial ‘end
dominion governmenta. g

Ym. Macdonald opened the first general astore in 1883 and for the
first time supplies could be purchased ioeally. in the same year
stone quarriea were opened on lHain Street, weat of Ferguson Strect

and supplied bullding materlal and rock fill for | the railroad.
‘ Cconstruction of "Cowupany Row", near the C.P.i. statinn also began
in December of 1883 and was ezpected to house other railroad enployees,

3trange as it may seem, the eurly sebtilers d4id not’think of the

site as & town and it was referced to only as & milesge dlstance.
iater, a camp clerk ordering nails for a house lbo“xeﬁ at the Lake
then wrote, "Send them to Horth Bay." The name lilte many "nick
names” wus very popular and it became official in 1882 when the
settlement was incorporated a3 s village.

By 1884 there was no representative for the District of
Nipissing, but a ¥r. Thomas Hurray, provincial wember of parliament
for Renfrew took charge of the District of Hiplss ng also. Through
hile efforts the town of North Day secured the znpointaoent of the
district Records Office and the dlstrict Jall. These influenced
the establishment of many éavmmat off'ices there in later years.

%o satiafy the needs of the &mﬁmaing nunber of settlers a
émurch and school were constructed in 1884. Thsi church served
Frotestents and Roman Catbollcs ﬂiﬁ{e and services were administered
by the Heverend Siles Auntington and Father Cotd. The school,
fondly called the "Log 3chool”, was built on the aite of the pesent
Baptist Church.

By 18685 the town had a bank. In the 3sme year Stewsrt
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Huntington opened a printing office and pnblishcé‘thg Nipissing
Times, the district!s first newspaper. Also in 1Bé§*a. Hixzon
surveyed the bourdaries of the township of w&ddéfiald and organizaw
tion was completed by the appointment of a '
aAlthough Maein Street was no more ﬁhéﬁ_a“rocky, stump covered
way in 1885 1t was soon cleared, the old quarries were filled in,
and a semblance of order was apparent by 1886. With an improved
street available, new stores, noteably T.7W. U¥igants Boots and Shoes
and Richardsen and Company, Tinsmiths were opened. Also in 1886
construction of the first hotel, the "Pacific” was begun.
‘ While the C.P.R. was pushing wesiward another rail company,
the Grand Trunk was bullding north from Gravemburst. Construction
was begun in 1882 at the request of settlers who had pushed north
towards Horth Bay. At first the rugged Laurentian Shield proved
a forbidding obstacle but spurred by the demmnds uf the settlers
further north it was pushed on. By 1886 the rail line had reached
the present site of Nipissing Junction end established contact with
the C.P.R. at that point. The first Grand Trunk train from Toronto
entered North Bay on C.P.R. tracks in 1889.

Population throughout the district numbered over 2,000 at this
time and the Ontario Legislature passed an act admitting Nipilssing
District for representation. On the 23 llarch 1889 Jjohm LougHin of
Mattawa was elected district representative to the provincial
parliament,

The next year, on the 7 April 1890 a second act was passed
incorporating the village of Horth Bay as a town effective 1 January
1891. The population of North Bay numbered 1,726 and the town
boundaries enclosed 794 acres purchased from the township of
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widdéfield.

The appointment of the district administrative gseat in 1895
was the next event which bears directly on the development of North
Bay. AL this time the boundaries of the district of Nipissng were
somewhat indefinite, however, the area exteonded from the northern
1limits of Hestings courty, 600 miles north to Hudson's Baey, and
stretohed over 100 miles westward from Hatbawa. Within this area,
the three towns of Sturgeon Falls, North Bay and Hattawa all sought
the arpointment but an elecdtion om 14 larch 1895 sliminated Stirgseon
Falls., The seconi vobe, held to decide botween North Bay and
Hattawa was hotly conbested and many irregularities occurred. it
was reported both the quick and the dead voted, however, in the final
count North Bay won by e mergin of 8 votes. ‘<his appdintmant
favoured Horth Bay by attracting other government offices which did
not have to locate 9t the distriect seat. Both provincial and
dominion offices for all of Northern Ontaric have continued to 1o ate
in North Bay, largely due to its increasing communication net é§d~
its central location to most other northern centres.

While many settlers had located east andwest of North Bay
along the rall line others had continued north from Mattawa by boat,
up the Ottawa river. As early as 1880 some had reached the head
of Lake Temlskaming. Now in the 1890's they clamoured for a raill-
road to connect them with Southern Ontarie. Solls in this "Little
Clay Belt" had produced good crops and further colonization in that

area secmed possible. The Hon. F. R. Latchford proposed a rail
line to connect existing settlements and at the same time further
colonization of this far northern area. A blll granting a charter

to the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Raillway was passed 10 lay
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1902 in Toronto and s provineial commiseion was appointed to manage
the venture. Because of existing rail connections the prdposed
roube started at North Bay and continued north to the head of Lake
Temiskaming. It was hoped to develop new farming and lumbering
ecomrunities in the intervening areas. The rall line, which started
as a colonization venbture, had iia success assured when silver was
discovered on the right of way near Cobalt. ith this discovery
Catario experienced its first mining boom. The mines were Judged
by some as tie greatest deposits of silver 4in the world. This

new discovery prompted a generasl mlneral developmeant throughout
lorthorn Ontario and a smelter t¢ handle the ore from Cobalt was
constrmected at Trout Lake. Although no minﬁralé were discovered
close to the town, Horth RBay prbspered from the developments further
north and became the distributing and coliecting centre for wood
and mineral products. Expanding railroad yards and shops coupled
with new wholesale and retail daatribntors attracted more people to
Horth Bay and the population grew from 2,337 in 1900 to 3,813 by
1905. .

By 1910 tho population of the town had reached a high of 6,110
and the people were beginning to seek building lots cutside the ‘
town limits. To provide more room the cunecll passed a by-law
to annai 1,306 acres from the btownship of Widdifiélds This new
land was almost twice the area already occupied but meny felt such
a large new area was necessary t0 provide room for future ax@ansion.
Although the population almost doubled in the‘preﬁeeﬂing five years
and continued to increase steadily for the mnext nineteen years the
rate of growth levelled off guickly and the total of 2,100 acres has

been able to supply the needs of mast; aeven to the present date.
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In 1911 the Grand Trunk Rallway extended its line from
Ripissing Ju.ction to North Bay in order to tie in with its transe
continental line. In the same ysar it began construction of a
station and freight yard. The station itself was between Fraser
Street and Ferguson Street and served bath'tha Grand Trunk and the
Te & N.O.

From this point, 1911, it is difficult to atiribute the rapid
growth to eny single factor or historical event other than an
overall development of Northern Ontario. As new mining districts
opensd in the north and to the ggégé;weaﬁ, North Bay developed as a
transportation centre and both rall ard highway facllities expanded
to meet the new demand. Hany ilmmigrants settled Iin Horth Bay to
work as labourers on the rallroads. By 1915 the population hed
jumped to 10,000 and by 1925 the number had increased to 14,000.

In that year, 19525, thé town of North Bay was incorporated as
a ¢ity and was the largeat urban settlement in the district. The
next four years saw the development of the vast nickel deposits of
Sudbury and the gold mines of ké¥iena Lake, Schumacher, South
Porcupine and Noranda. All across Canada these were considered
"Boom Years" and North Bay was no exception. The population had
increased to over 16,300 and fubure growth appeared certain,
Tourilsts brought added proaperiﬁy amxdl the first resorits began to open

In common with the rest of the world Eertﬁ Bay suffered during
the economic depression of the thirtlies. The rapiﬁ growth slowed
almost to a stop. Between 1930 and 1935 the population increased
by only 241, To make matters worse,the city fell into debt and was
unable to meet payments on loans floated to éover an overambitious

improvement plan,inaugurated in 1926. With many other communities
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1t had to seek -provincial aid and beceme subjeet to the rules and
regulations of the Ontario lunicipalities Act. City administrators
are still labouring under the burden of this large debt and as a
result finances are often unable to cope with present problens.

It was in this degraaéian period, on the 28 lay 1934, that news
of the birth of the Diomne Quintriplets at Corbeil, Ontaric flashed
across the world. Curlous tourists flocked to the distriet to
see the tiny tots who were put on exhibition inm a speclal courtyard
behind semi frosted glass. Callander and Corbeil were more
directly affected by the event but both were sm311 cammun1t1as and
could not accommodate the thousands who sought lodging. Thsey had
to drive to North Bay, and aimost overnight new tourist courts and
cabins blossomed along the highway. In liﬁtle more than two years
nearly every avallable lot bordering the lake shore between North
Bay and the Lavag® piver hed a cottage or a tourlist camp bullt upon
12, These sites were favoured by e;tensiva beaches near a main
- highway, conditions which did not exist arocund Callander. This was
the beginning of the modern tourist trade for Horth Fay and its
surrounding region. Many visitors who came to see the Quintﬁiplets ‘
were so lmpressed by the rugged scenary, and the abundant fish+geme
that they returned in following yeers to spend their holidéys.‘ N
The influx of tourisis was alded by the milding of new and improved
highways to Toronto, (Ottawa, Temliskeming, Temagami and Sault Ste.
liarie. By 1937 air port facilities were avallsble at North Bay
and air travel became a new comrunication link with other larger
centres.

The population declined slightly during World tar II because

many men enlisted in the armed services and many others sought
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enmployment in Southern Ontarlo where higher wages were aveilsble.
On the other hand activity and employment within Horih Bay increased.
Railroads were always short handed tmt there as in other activities
women and other people who had been previously unemployed filled many
positions.

Post war developments have agalin increased the axtent of trade
and comnerce. Added to this is a revived and much publicized
tourist industry, which is steadily increasing. During the war
the eirport was used a3 a traluing baese for Ferry Command pllots.
Although their hangars aend buildings were left vacant at the end of
hostilitles,the K.C.A.F. has recently established a Jet fighter
training base there and asctivity ﬁaﬁ again increased. Runways have
been enlargad,,new barpracks and a complete new téinaitﬂ have been
construeted, all of which promise to ald commerce within the city.

Throughout the history of North Bay and its surrounding reglon,
development has been domlnated by communications. kSGttlemant,
lagged behind that in Southern centres because of the rugged nsturs
of the Canadlan Shsild but the first raill lines provided a means of
communication to the interior and aﬁttlérs followed on the heels of
the lumbsrmen. North Bay was fortunate in having one of the few
broad level sites suitable for urban development and at the same time
was a sultable distance from other centres that it could benefit
from developments throughout Northern Onteric. Settlement attracted
more setilement and more rail and road lines until Horth Bay became
the most important land transportation hub in Onkario north of
Toronto and west of Ottawa. Lacking industries, the c¢city developed
as a rall and highway torminus and as an administration centre for

Northern (ntarioc. Untll the mid 1930's the railvoads provided the
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major source of incowme for the Lownspeople. In recent years,
however, the tourlst tyraffic has increased rapidly and provides a
second major souvce of income.

Just what events may occur which will influence the growth
gnd history of the ¢ity no-one can aay but in any case the communlcw

atlion net and the tourist trade will still be important factors.
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CHAPTER IIT
THE NORTH BAY REGION.

An urban region defined by all the possible environmental influences
would involve many complex relatlions. In order to simplify matters,
a discussion of the reglon as deiined by the trade area of North Bay
was chosen. This involves the major actigity of the city with
respact to the surrcunding area. At the same time exemples of all
other environmental factors which could constitute an urban region
can be found within this trade area. Indeed some of the activities
to be discussed will extend for beyond this trade boundary, but, as
far as is possible, an attempt wlll be made to show how the functions
of North Bay are influenced by the "regional” environment end how
this region, as defined sbove, is served or influenced by North Bay.

The regional boundariles extend north to Temagaml, east to
Temaskaming, Gue., and HMattawa, south to Sundridge, and west to
lagar and Noelville.
COMIUNICATIONS

Quick comruniecations through North Bay could hardly be improved.
All but two of the transconbtinental rail lines and highways pass
through the city. These are supplemented by alr transport. A
‘boat line owned by the Yntarioc Northland Raillway operates out of
North Bay end serves the Frenmch River district. In addition all
these forms of transport are aided by transworld telephone, telegraph
and teletype lines, a local press and a local radio station. Such
an sxtensive communication net has extended some of the influences
of North Bay over much of Northern Ontario, however, these far -
reaching influences are generally in the form of administration and
distribution.

Locally these communication links have extended the North Bay
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trade boundaries to their present limit, stimulated settlements,
provided enployment, made Horth Bay the district aduinistrative
seat and stimulated sn overall dev&lnmm’b throughout Horthern
ontario and the Shield. |

The reglion, while served by major transportation routes does
lack interfonmnecting rosds and highways, This is due in mo small
way to the rugged terrain of the Shield, which makes comtméuan.
of sny form 4ifficuit, |
Rallways There are three rallwsy companies opersting dhroughout
the region. They are the Canadlen Pacific Reilway, the Canadisn.
Natlional Railway and the Ontario Horthland Railway. The Canadian
Pacific and the Canodien Hutional each operate & main transcontinene
tal 1line. The (ntario Horthland provides a link betweon Southern
Ontarlo and the rich gold mining areas and clay belts of the
rmz'thm part of the provinee. Although this line terminates at
North Bay,a Canadian National line from Horth Bay to Toronto come-
pletes the 1ink with the southland. Its schedules ars arranged to
coincide with those of the O.N.R. In this way through northescuth
traffic operates with s minimn of delay. The Railroad Map shows
the concentration of rail lines on North Bay.

very few regional producis are exported by thess raill abmpsnwa
but extensive yards are required in Horth Bay to handle the freight
which must be rerouted to other regions. As an exsmple the @.N.R.
nendles one half the total wood pulp produced in Cntsrio, not to -
merntion the ore and mining equipment.

An approximate total of 18 passenger trains enter and leave
~North Bay every day. Of these, twelve run east-west and six run
north-gouth. The majority of these stop only at the larger towns
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but each company operates at least ono local itrain a day which stops
at every settlemént, lerge or small, along the right of way.
Highways. All major transcanada and transprovincial highway travel
is routed via North Bay. The surrounding region benefits greatly
from these direct lines, however, as with the rallways, the tendency
is to foecus most of the reglonal trade on North Bay. Some secondary
roads act as interconnecting links between settlements but the major
portion of the traffic is on highways j11, #17, and #63, all of which
comnect within the city.

One trucking company and five bus lines operate daily schedules
in and out of the ecity and these, supplemented by outside companies,
give complete and rapid transportation as far west as Sault Ste.
Marie, north to Cochrane, east to Temiskeming and Ottawa and south
to Toronto. No general statlistics are available but the Deluxe
Trensportation Company in North Bay employs 179 persons and has 67
trucks, busses and light transports operating throughout the region. |

Highway maintenance snd canstruction is of prime importance and
over 600 miles of hlghway are supervised by the Department of High-
ways branch in NHorth Bay. ‘The highways under their jurisdiction
oxtend east to Pembroke, south to Trout Creek, west to Hagar and
north to Temagami. In addition two large road constructlon companies
have located at North Bay and do the major repairs or bulld new
links for the region. Because the highway traffic has increased
50 enormously in post-war yedrs a new by pass around North Bay
is under construction. Then completed this by pass will facilitate
the through traffic of the region by relieving much of the congestion
and reducing delays.

luskeg, rock, snow and frost bolls still constitute the major
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A section of road cut through an outcrop north of North Bay.
Many sueh cuts are often necessary when highways are built
in the Shield and make construction both costly and difficult.

As a result there are few intcreonnecting roads through the
aparsely populated areas.
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highway construction problems, but modern eguipmeont and new methods
of road construction have Inproved matters. Tith modern equipment
and teletype communication the Department of Highways hes boen able
to keep evéry road open throughout the worst storms. '

sir Travel. In 1937 the Department of Trangport innaugursted its
f£irst Trens~Canada flight. Horth Bay was chosen &s one of the air
stations on the routs and an elrport with long runwaye was constructed
thrse miles north of the ¢itye The site chosen for ématmetim
'mm“a fairly ieovel area of the Gogama Sandy Uplands reglon. The
level nature of the land nmade construction relatively easy and the
elevation enabled air transports to galnm helight rapldly. A4lso it
was close to a large urban centre and highway comnections to ?:hal;i
city wee excelient. During World Tar II the airport also served
@s a Ferpy Comzmand training bases. Since 1845 a feeder semvice has
been in operation and conuects Ragpuskasing with Toronto and Horth Bay.
In 19563 two new a;l:- routes will comnence operation. One from
TPoronto via lorth Bay to loranda,Houyn end Témoins will be flown by
Canedian Pacific Airlines, the other frow Tormmito vis North Bay and
Sudhnéy to the iake Head will be flown by Trans Canada 4Lirlines.
To supplement these flights & private alrline has eﬁﬁa‘nﬂ.&s&eﬂ &
seaplane base at Trout Lake and & lao serves lHorth Beye.

Although co.petition with other available mesns of transportas
tion is keen, spproximately T0U air eoxpress ond 450 alr cargo
consignments wers flown inbr out of Harth Bey in 1051. These
inciuded sueh 1tems as Caviar from Sturgeon Fulls, drilling eguipment
produced at Horth Bay and flowers flown into Horth ZSay.

Alr travel within the region 3s limited because distances

involved are short but in specisl ezses such as tourist aend mining
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activities local flights are important. The significant point
is that 4f speed 1s essential the region does pussess a major

airport and cuan meet the demand. Furthermore, although the major
podt is at mm Bay, small local airline or speedy rail and high~
way transport ere available to link the other mejor cummunities in
tho roglon.

¥inaily, the most recent developoant at the Deparivent of
Tr@#;m-e airport, is the new R.C.A.F. jet fighter training base
ostablished there. Runway and haengar feclilitles have been increased
and a new townsite to house the married personnel has been con-
structed near the alrport. This new ssttloment will undoubtedly
venefit Narth .;ﬂay commercially.

; These include the telephone,

telegra;h and teletype plus a locel newspaper and locasl radio
station. TThe telegraph lines sre oporated b, the rallrosd coumpsnies.
In sddition the 0.V.R. meintains and operates the telephone lines
north to Mposcnee. The Bell Telaephone offices in mmh Bay supar-
vise an area which extends west to Fort william, south to Garrie
énd east to Blssetts. ILine weintenance crews operubte east to
Bissettas, south to Sundridge, wast to jisgar end include wWiddelfield
immediately to the north of Horth Bay. Within this local region
they also supervise 17 private companies and service 24,000 phones.
gays i
The Qorth Bay newspaper, the Dally Rugget hes a reglonsl
eirculation of epproximately 12,000 snd nainteins local and world
wide news coverage. Although the limits of circwlation extend
north of Terngomi to include Englehart the other boundaries fall

@

indicates a very high degree of secrvice controllsd from Korth
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Top photo shows the Department of Transport airport 3 miles north
east of North Bay. While level areas such as this are few in
the Upland areas thils site was chosen for its elevation, proximity
, to North Bay, distance from Toronto and the fact that few land
forms or large urban developments present obatacles to landings

or take-offs. Below ia a view of part of the new R.C.a.F.
housing development near the alrport.
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within thoe trado area of North Bay and mluﬂc Deux Rivers on
the éastz, South River on the south and Warren on the west.

To supplecent the newspaper the region 1s also served by radio
:staftim C.F.C.H. located in North iaye At posent the station ope-
rates at an output of 1,000 wabtlts and the area of primeyy coverage
extends eust and west a distance of 60 miles and north to south a
distance of 40 miles.

In nearly awaig y';caaar, reglonal transportation end communications
ar® controlled from district or heud offices located in North Bay.
These amﬂnmu also provide ewployment for many of the people within
the reglon, and North Bay in particular.

SETTLEME g

| Settlemant of the reglon was held back until cummunications were
available. AS more road and rell 1ines were built more people
entered the ares and setiled along these routes. Topography now
a8 in tho late 1880%s confined most of the settlemont to cowmpsratively
narrow atrips asleong these lines. Goncentration ﬁanallg occurrad
in pockets where resources such as power or forost products were
avallable and accessable. Exceptions L0 this above statement are
the two lerge agricultural areas aronnd Verner and Powassen, and
the communications hub at North Buy. | |

The regional iufluence of Horth Bay extends vut from the city
in bolts or zones waich correspond to intensity of trade.
Metropolitan Horth Bay incindes the following five settlements,
Widdefield or Gateway (pop. 3,100} 1is immedlataely to the nurtﬁ, the

— airvport townsite 3 miles north mat, Trout Mills (pop. S0} & miles

eant, West Ferris &pﬁp- 2,400} lmmedietely south of the city asnd
Callandeyr {pop. 200) nine miles gouth of Horth Bay. Although this
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last town Callander is 9 miles from the city it is served by the
local bus line, North Bay high schools and telephone exchange, anﬁ'
many Of its inhabitants are employed or shop delly in the city.
The distribution of suburbs in maprked by a concentration on the
north and south of the city limits. Apart from Callander with 1its
saw mill the most significant form of employment is provided by
the tourist industry in West Ferris, Even this last form is
secondary to the employment provided within North Bay. Settlement
occurred in Gateway and West Ferris primarily because cheap land
suitable for urban development was avallable, the sreas are readily
accessable to the ¢lty and residents can enjoy city services while
paying lower taxes. Trout HMills is at mresent a tourist eanﬁ§6
but as far as can be detérmined 1t originafed with the construction
of a smeiter to process ore from Cobalt. This smelter no longer
exists but the reslidents have been able to capltalize on the tourist
attraction of the lake, |

The Airport townsite is too recent a dsvelopment to have any
noticeable éffect on North Bay. However, the commerclal facilities
and high school will probably be the first wmajor links. “

Bordering this Metropolitan zone are the settlementa of Fermia,
Rutherglen, Bonflold and Powassan. Although not served by any of
the city ownsd services these commanltles are elosely linked by “
conrercial activities and many of thelr inhablitants are emplayea‘mn
Horth Bay. These form the onter limits of the commuter zone and
are within a 20 mile radius of the city. The remaining communities
of Temagami to the north; Temiskaming, Hattawa and Eau Claire te
the east; Trout Creek, Port Loring, South River and Sundrldge on

the south and Sturgeon Falls, Verner, Varren and Noelville on the
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west are still within the liorth Bay region but the ties here are
mainly commercial or sgricultural.

It 1a evident that the degree of dependancy and service between
Narth Bay and the regional communities varies directly with distance.
This wili be illuetrated in nmore detail in the fo. owing sections.
Also some communities outside the region are influenced and in-
fluence North Bay. These latter centres have been omitted becsuse
they fall within other wbe&n regions, sucii us Kiﬁ;and Lake or New
Leskiard to the north, Pembroke to the eust, Orilklia and Hunts-

villie to the socuth and Sudbury to the weat.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Rar. Although the region around North Bay atill
cont@ins much gam@, the fur trade has declined to a mera trickie
during the last guurter century. llowever, sowe comwerclal trapping
is still being c nductecd and the majority of the trappers market
their lurs tirough deélors located 1in liorth Bay. A small fur
processing factor, 1s also located there.
forgatry. - rPorty yearsz ago, timber cut within a fifty mile radiua
of liorth Bay amounted to well over 600,010,/ U board feet of lumber
per year. This "lgure does not indiude pulpwood cut. Today the
smount has dropped to little over 10uU,000,000 bourd fevt of dressed
iumber and the only large sawmills in the region are located at
Fleld, Cache Bay, Callander, Powassan, Trout Creeok, Yattawa and
Horth Baye. The milis at North 3ay and Callander originally used
logs from nearby forests but at (wresent have to import logs by
rail or truck traunsport. he other centres still have local
sourcea of sup;ly or ca: float the logs in from areas further away.

However, ln every cuse avallable water courses and timber rangea



were the locating factors.

fortunately lumber was not the only forest product utilized.
Pulp end paper mills and wood processing factories located in
Sturgeon Falls, Temlskaming, Mattewa and North.Bay. Sturgeon Fallg.
originally produced fine grade pulp and cellulose but when the
source of supply was used up by 1927 the mill closed. Recently it
has reopened and using sécond grade pulp produces fraft Papers.
Temiskaming pro@uces high grade cellulose and sources of supply
are still available @nﬂ should continue profitable oubputs for
years 0 come. Avallability of waterpower provided by a drop in
river levels was the prime locating factor in both cases. The
Mattawa factory manufactures plywood and veneer utilizing locel
reserves of basswood, beach, maple and pine., TWood for the lumber
and planing mills at Horth Bay mmst be imported long distances
however, & large market and availability of gpod commnications
make this location advantageous for the industry.

Power. The rugged topography of the Shelld has enabled the con=
struction of meny hydro electriec generating stations and if the
neceasity arises many more undeveloped sites are avallable.

Borth Bay has its own hydro electric eompany and maintains 3
small generators in the Pawassan area. In addition the city
purchases power from the Hydro Electric Power Comnmission {ﬁn‘kaﬂe)
installations st Crystal Falls and the Mississagi Tunnel station.
Temiskeming is a company owned town and company‘ generators supply
all the needs of the comminity. A power plant at the pulp factory
in Sturgeon Falls also supplies its own power.

Supplementing these previously mentioned sairces /the northern
and soubthern systema of the H.E.’.C. tie in at Horth Bay and
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aﬂdiéidnal power is available from Des Joachimes, La Cave and the
Abitibl generator. As a result of ineal supplies and the provinclal
power net power in the Horth Bay region ls abundant anﬁ cheaps.
AGRICU LTURE. | |

Agriculture in the Shield is limited by topography, soils and
climate. The North Bay region 1s fortunate in thatlit contains two

relatively large pockets of arable land« These are cultivated to
varying degrees and supply some of the needs of the 1nhab1tante;

The majoriéy of the farms are general type anud Jow specialize in any
one product. Although the map of agricultural areas indicates the
location of these pockets of land it should be noted that these
boundaries are generel and include much lend that is covered with
forest or unsuited fnr:agrieultura;

The flat clay plains around Sturgeon Falls and ﬁagar sustain
crosperous farms. The scils are relabively heavy but the flat
‘nature permlts a high degree of mechanigzation., As a result cule
. tivation 1s intensive. The majority of the products such as fluid
. milk and seed oats are shipped to Sudbury because highar m ices
ara‘paid,thnra, however, sowe producis do vaanh‘norﬁh Bay.

The heavy,rolliﬁg_alay solla @round Pawassan d§ nat permit a
very high degree of mechanization and are more suif%ble for dairying.
This belt is North Bay's chief source of fluld milk and other dairy
products. Farms in the Ashbrville, Corbell, B@nfiéld, Rutherglen
end Bau Clsi-e districts are smaller and often limited by topography.
A4S a result they are less prcaparaaa than the previocus two areas but
supply some bgef cattle, vegetsbles and dsiry products. ,

Potatoes and other vegetables are favoured in the lighter solls

around Widdéfield and Feronim. Many farma there could produce more
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Farms in the Ppwussan area. Note the rolling
nature of the land. Wooda still cover the asteeper
rougher areas within this district are left ih woods
or used as grasing land.
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and food wholesalers would buy the produce, however, a definite lack
of initietive is apparent. |

Sheep rearing 1is incrdasing throughout the region, eapscially
on the rougher land, and it is hoped this may raise many of the farms
from the present subsistence level which characterlzes the Upland
areas. B

211 sgricultural products find s ready market in the North Bay
reglon, the bulk being sold in the eity itself. Although the
_farmars cannot hope to meet the entire urban denand, they do produce
95% of all fluid milk sold in Horth Bay and manage t0 export some
chodder cheese.

TN ING

The Horth Bay reglion is located immediabtely to the south and
east of the rich mineral belt of Northern Onterio, however, small
pockets of minerals do exist. Gold mines south west of Temagami
operated before 1939 but high cost of productlon caused a cessation
of activities there. A small mica mine operates near Eau Clalre
and at present constitutes the one productive mineral deposit in
the region.

Recently »ich deposits of uranium 308, columbuim and tentalum
oxides have been discovered on islands in Lake Niplssng seven miles
south west of North Baye If these deposits prove workable mining
will become another major resource of the region and commercial and
industrial activities within North Bay itself will benefit greatly.
MAR I FACTURING «

Manufacturing throughout the region fevolves around forest and
pover resources. - There are.po large menufacturing areas but large

" plants do exist at Temisksming, Sturgeon Fallis and Mattawa. What
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other industries there sre, are concentrated in North Bay in order
to utilize the communications available.

Despite the availability of resources, btransportation, hydro
electric power and a semli-skilled labour force of approximately
17{u00@ the region lags in industrial development. The major
cause for this lag cen be attributed to the lack of a large markeb.
it is doubtful that mamfacturing will ever rank among the dominant
characteriastica of thls or any other northern Ontario reglon. The
best that can be hoped for is that there will be a wise use of the
existing natural resources suc¢h as timber and that in future other
speclalized lndustries less dependant on local markets will locate
in the reglon.,

COMUERCE.

Because of 1ts relative size, good communications and enncantrﬁ-
tion of wholesale and retaill concerns within the city, Reglonal
Comuerce revolves around Horth Bay. The map of the Trade Area of
North Bay shows three zones of intensity and the following seection
is a discussion of the regional tnadb within these zones.

The extreme trade area 1s somewhat diamond-shaped, probably
due to the faet that the cnmmnnieétiona lines whichvgawern settle=-
ment is diamond shaped. Commercial activitles are limited by
compebition from other trade centres such as New Liskeard, Englehart
and Kirkland Lake to the north;  Pembroke, Renfrew and Ottawa to
the east; Buntsville, Orillia ani Toronto to the south and Sudbury
to the west. Of these centres the strongest competition probably
comes from Sudbury. It is not amﬂfZ%ge closest urban eentre but 1t
e large and contains the greatest concentration of retail and
wholesale distributers within a 150 mile radius of North Bay.
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Qther centres to the north, sast or scath are overshadowsd or at
least affected by the prnzmiw of mighbfmrm large urban cenbres
end the pull is divided. Sudbury like North Bay has no large urban
centre close by to %nterfare with Aits commercisl sphere.

(n the map the zone of minimum trade intensity inciudes settle~
men{:a which do have some comuercial connections with North Bay but
are tled tighter to or are within other reglonal boundaries.

The zone of moderate intensity indicates an sres which is
served exclusively by all the wholesale, and some retail, distribu-
ters in NHorth Baye. Loeca]l retail stores serve many of the residents
in these communlbties but most of the residents in these aettlemenﬁs{;
make numerous retail purchases in North Bay because of the wider |
selection of goods and materials aveilable there, Alsc the majority
of the products originating in the communitles of tﬁis area are
shipped to North Bay for wmarkebting.

The zone of maximum intensity ineludes all areas, outside Horth
Bay itsclf, which are served daily by commercial exi’terpriaea within
the ¢ity or whose residents can shop or are employed in the city.
This zone corresponds to the commuter zone mentioned previoualy.

In general commerce within the region depends largely on the
activities within North Bay, tut because of the reletively small
regional output and exeal.:laxiﬁ connections to production areas to the
south the city does not depend on the region. The one major
~axeeption to this last statement oceurs in the tourist season.

In atmmeé months traﬁé within the zone of moderate intensity
increases as much as 40% due to the tourlst trede and deliveries

are increased to keep pace with consumption in the resort areas.
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ADMI NISTRATION.

Regional administration, apart from township, town or village
councils, is centred in North Bay. As @ function this activity
extends the influence of Horth Bay over most of the northern Ontarie
and covers a much larger area than i;he urban ragibn. A more
therough discussion will be given in a following section under North
Bay, The City.

RECREAT ION

This function has become of mome MPOK'G@GQ to the region.

Its rapid development dates from 28 Hay 1934 and the birth of the
Dionne Quintriplets near Corbeil., Tourist trade before that date
was relatively small., The historical development of the industry
was discussed under a section in Chapter II. '

Accomnodating these visitors and catering to their needs
provides a net annual income for the dlstrict of over §2,000,000.
The Economic Map shows the tourlst resort areas serwved by North Bay.
The most concentrated area lles immediately to the south of North
Bay, 1n West Ferrls. Here five miles of almost esni;ihuans broad
sandy beach provide the main attraction. Location here ls favoursd
by the proximity of highway #1l which parallels the lske shore for 3
of the five miles. Fortunately the highway. is located far enough
"inland to permit settlement on the lake side but the pull of
business and the concentration have atimulated the construetion of
cottages, houses and motels on the landed side of the highway also.
Many of the tourists accomucdated there are over night guests who
find the 1ocntian§mnvenient dayts travel from the larger centres to
the south and border cressing points ;suen\ as Sarnia, Windsor or

Niagara Falls.
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The beach along Lake Nipissing scuth of North Bay.
While barely visible through the trees a multitude
of tourist cabins and cottages are located here

becasuse of the broad sandy beaches and proxinlty
to highway #1l.
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The other large tourist resort arees are the south east shore
of Leke Niplssing, Machar and Deete lakes west of South River,
lake 3ernard nesr Sundridge, the lrench River district, Trout Lake
and Telon L8ke east of fHorth Bay, Joocko Lake, iarten Lake and Lake
Temagami all north of North Bay and the Kipawa Lakes north west of
Temiskaming. In nearly all of the above districts the locating
factors .were simllar., They are all comparatively large bodies of
water with exciting,ruggod scenery and the relatively quiet surroune
dings provide the desired atmosphere, sought by the majority of the
tourists. The lakes and streams are also hiologically ideal
breeding grou d for game fish and Lake Nipissing 1s known as one of
the finest pickerel lskes in lorth america.

All but two of the areas are accessable by train or car.

These two arcas are the french Hiver district and some of the Kipawa
Lakes which muat be rcached b, boat or seaplane. Even the Temagami
vake district has a boat service which enavles tourists to recach
many resorts otherwise inaccessable.

The resort areus mentioned avtove are the largest and most
popular districts but other smaller and even more isolated sites do
exist but because of their relative sise or isolation the regional
influence is negligible.

Resorts, hotels, motels and cabins within the hHorth Bay region
can accommodute an estimated 3,000 people, two thirds of this
accomnodation being within a 20 mile radius of the city. In 1960
a total of 7,000 touriats registered at the Chamber of Commerce
Information Bureeau.

Large tracta of Crown land bordering suitable lakes and rivers
are still avsilable. With the advantages of improved road communi-

cations, future development of the regional recreation facilities
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A highway signpost near North Bay. Income
derived from the tourist trade comprises a major
portion of the wealth of the region. Note the
majority of the names appearing on this post
indicate the routes to tourist resort areas.
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Trout Lake. Note the rugged scenery and island studded lake.

This example is Dut one of many which attract tourists to the
region.

This photograph was taken while ice atilﬁgovorod the
lake.
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Present Home of the Dionne Quintlu%pleta.
Their birth made the modern tourist possible.
While no longer on exhibition nor acting as
the maln sttraction for touriats, they still
draw many sightseers to the region.
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can be expected.

Summary Horth Bay is the heart of a reglon which has been defined
on the basis of reglonal trade. Resources such as timber and pulp
are shipped via Horth Bay and supplles to the region are distributed
from wholesale and some retall warehouses in the c¢ity. In return
the city depends on the reglon for some of its tourlst trade, for
~some ‘foodstuffs, for raw materisls and as s market for its own
m&nafaetux*ad producta. However, all rag‘ionai: development and trade
has, been made possible by the communication facilities centred in
the e¢ity, and this dominating function h;asf made the regional inter-

dependance one sided, in favour of North Bay.
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CHAPTER IV

' NORTH BAY, TME CITY

The purpose of this chapter is to dlacuss the resent activities
within the city of North Bay and to discuss the land use within the
city limits. The Function Plan, made from duta gathered by the
author in the fleld will dbe found inside. the back cover of this
report. In preparing the plan, the following twelve categories of
land use were differentiated: firat clasa houses, second class
houses, third class houses, fourth ¢lass houses, commercial property,
industrial preperty, public buildings, Schoolgrounds, churchland,
-parkland and hespital property. Each use will be discussed but
reference to the map will prove helpful to the reader.

THE RESIDENTS.

The population of North Bgy as determined by the city assessment
office in 1851 numbered 18,6G0. Tab1§ 11 gives the approximate
ethmic breakdown at that tiuve.
table 11 |

RACIAL ORIGIN MUMBER

&lti.h l.....'.'...u.“l

French .......-.-.-.3,450

Italiean ccesscecccnce 880

GOrman sececcecessces 317

MiscellaneouBecceccces 312
The majority of the wage earners are employed in sowe form of
communicatlions (noteably the railroada), commerce or administration
and barring commerce, the other two are very stable forms of employ-
ment. This 13 verified by the fact that there few transient
residenta and 864 of the howmes in the city are owner occupied.
MUNICIPAL ADMIMISTRATION AND SERVICES.

City government is administered by a mayor, ten gldermen and a
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city glerk, This euungil is regsponsible for the aﬁmiﬁistratiun of
all eity services and supervises all puhiie commissions. Included
are the following departments: a police department, aansidﬁing of

a chief, three sergeants, one inspector, one detective and eleven
conatablesa; a fire department of one chief and fifteen fire~fighters;
a publie works department which supervises strect malntenance, water .
works and sewage disposal; a board of education whieh is divided |
into Public amd Separate School B@afﬁé; & hydro comnigzion which
administers the city owned hydro system; & plenning board; a
recreation council and a hospital board.

The streets in the city were surveyed at an early date and as
was the custom of the time they were lald out on @& mbdifiad grid
patte-n which tended to parallel the C.F.K, »ail line, As far as
" was poesible this rectangular grid pattern eonfbrmeﬁ to the topo-
graphy which except for Priest's Hill is relatively flat, Rock
outerops caused but one diversion and this was on Front Street near
Sixth Averme. This does not mean that other rock ocuterops did not
interferse with the streets, they did, noteably in the south end of
the eity, but the mttern remained rigid. If a rocky outcrep does
bisect a street the name“usually rempins the samé on both sides of
the outcrop. The main traffiec arteries such as (assells Strect and
Algonguin Ave., have interrupted the pattern more than topography.
Hames of streets which cross these té§ arteries uﬁﬁaﬁ”ﬁsanga.

Thia tends to be confusing but the number of sueh changes are few
and warning 1s usually given by the Pact that a slight jog will be
apparent. As an aid to location the eity has adopted the lo:—te-
.anblack system in numbering bulldings.

 WAbBiA~ the city there are 49 miles of public roads and streets,
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12.43% of which ere paved. Unfortunately there wus little provision
made for wilderlng the main traffic routes and in recent years these
have proved too narrow to handle the increésod traffic. rothing
can be done to widen lain Street but some boulevards have been
removed and a street widening mrogram 1s in effect on Algonguin,
McIntyre, Cassells and 6ak Streota, all of which bear e major share
of this traffic. Mag; truffic coutrol.methods have been tried,
the most recent of which are the traffic signal lights. lioweveyr
even these have failed %o solve the problem in summer rionths when
tourist traffic 1s at a maximum. it 1s to be hoped the new
highway by-pass will eliminate the bottleneck of lain Street.

One other iamportent point with respectto the street plan is
that the tendeney of the rail road, to designate tihie direction of
their yards with reaspect to the general direction of the line, has
been carried over to the city streets, All streets thut paraliel
the C.P.R. line have been designated as running east and west
despite the fuct that their direction with fespect to the compass
points im closer to being north ani south. iteference to city
bou daries, made in this report will at al)l times be with respect
to the compass pointa.

water Supply, a prime necessity in any community, is dvailable from
two sources, Lake Nipissing and Trout Lake. The latter was favoured

over lLake Hipissing beceuse of its greater depth and vacteria-frees
water. In addition the Gogama Sandy Uplamnds which border Trout
lake provided a suitable location for a reservoir. %with a high
reservolr only one set of pumpa, those at the supply station, are
required and the flow from the sup;:ly duct at Trout Milils is by

gravity. Today, there are 40 miles of water mains in the city,
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Examples of rock outcrops in the residential areas of the city.
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.howeva;', the main supply ducts are taxed to eapacity and water
pressure in the Priests Hill area and in West Ferris often drops
to a serlously low lt?vel. "mis added atrain has been the result
of expansion since 1945. ' lany new homes and business blocks have
boen milt and areas not reviously served have been added. New
and larger mains will be necded but underlying hﬁd@peka, outcrops
"and other underground obstacles make this a vex'j en‘étly project

end action has been dclayed. The cost to lay mains through oute
erops within the c¢ity has p efentad for years the extensilon of
piped water service to some residential areas such as those to the
past of Fripcess Streot.

m end waste disposal is also s major problem in large communie
ties. At pesent a group of septic tanks along the lake shore
collect waste from a major portion of the ¢lty, The untreated
solution flows from these tanks into Lake Nipissing but a few
hundred .feet offshore. This hes resulted in a poliution of the
wator which otherwise would provids amélleni; bathing facilities

to local residents. - Many years ago voters passed a proposal to
contract for a chemical acwage ﬂ;mpeaal unit and although it has
been delayed consideration is being given to a plan which may result
in a $900,000 disposal plant., Fubure city expansion has not been
overlooked and the new plant 1f constructed will have e capacity of
;.5 million gallons a day. The waste though pumped into Lake
Nipissing will first be purified of sll bscteria and will be disposed
far offshore.

Hydro electric power came {0 North Bay at a very early date but
u~til 1940 this power was controlled by private and provincially
owned companies. In that year the ¢iiy established 1ts own power
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commission at a cest of {243,000 hoping to reduce the cost to
consumers. The plan proved successful and two reductions have been
made in the power rate. The present rate for domestic consumptiocn
;s B.S/ES.'@entngbr the firat sixby hours and 0.9 cents for the
remainder« This compares favourably with the power rates of
Hamilton Ont. where hydro electric power is considered to be rela=
tively cheap. Sources and availab111ﬁ3~uf supply have been discussed
and it ias evident that power in North Bay is both ahéap and abundant.
It 1s thus urderstandable that North Bay housswives use move electri-
cal appliances per capita than those of any other Ontario aummnnity%’
Education. City education boards administer a totai of thirteen
schools, ©Of this tokal five are publiﬁ'lawar schoola, feur are
‘separate lower schools, two are girls'! boarding colleges, one is

a public colieglate and vocatlonal school and one is a boyst

boarding college. The lower schools are evenly distributed
throughout the eity and the majority are located well away from

ma jor traffic routes yet within easy access of most homes - both
desirable conditions where children &re invoived. The upper
schools are sll located im the west end of the city. However,
centralization, though m§§rdeéirable, is not =snecessary here as in
the case of the lower schools. In their present location these
upper schools have spacious yards and lawns and the land is relati-
recreational units. In addition a provincial Eagm§1 School is
located in North Bay and serves all of Northern Ontario.

Religivi Approximately 66% of the population are of Protestant

1. Canadisn Consumer Survey 1950.
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faith and 34% are of Homan Catholic faith. A total of 21 churches
aedminlster to the religlous needs of the commnity. Four are
Roman Catholie, four United, two Anglican, two Baptist and eight
are of other dcmominations. [o distinetion between Protestant or
Rkomen GCatholic churches are mede on the functional plen. Several
churches appear in or on the border of the commercial core.
However, these when erected were within a resiﬁential area. They
are all large churches and their central location enables them to
serve a large, widely distributed congregation. IHost of the
churebes within the present residential areas are newer, usually
serve smaller congregations snd as a Pesult are smaller in size
than the older churches near the centre of the clity. This de-
centralization places most churches within walkling dlstance of their
congregations.

Recreation. Recreationsl facilitles within HNorth Bay are adminise

tered by a full-time Recreation Director and a Recreation Council.
In conjunction with the Publie School Board they operate six
childrenst playgrou.ds during the sumuer months and numerocus outs
door rinks in the winter. In addition they supervise and operate
Memorisl Arena and Amella Paork. -0Others parks within the city ere
Loe Perk in the south and the Centoph Park. A definite lack of
‘parks 1s apparent within the e¢ity. This aitﬁa%ian,ig probably

the result of insufficient funds. However, the né%ﬁ for more parks
éhﬂuld never be uﬁderamphaaiz&dg Lee Park and the Cenotaph grounda'
are well kept and appealing to the eys. Unfortunately Lee Park is
located at the extreme southern limiits of the city, snd while
serving aa a very attractive approach into the city, it benefits few

of the local residents. The Cenotaph Park is neur the centre of
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the city and is the only park which can directly serve the public.
Furthermore both Lee Park and the Cenotaph Park are relatively open
areas and do not provide a true "green belt" which contains fairly
well wooded areasa. One other area in the north cast section of the
city has been set aslde for park space but it 1s relatively undeve-
loped and is open like the preceeding two parké. Although 1t is
one of the larger residential areas no provision for a park of

any kind has been made in the north west end of the cilty. There
are still a few unoccupied aréss unsulted for housing or othe -
commercial and industrial sites, which could be used as parkland
and attention should be paid to the development of these areas.
Certainiy more parkland and improved plqying flelds would serve the
community well.

COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout 1its comparatively short history North Bay has
developed as a communications hub. Altheugh this has been supp-
lemented by other functions, the rall, highway 8nd other communica-
tion links still dominate the local scene. 0f these three links
the railroads have played the leading role in the development of the
city.

The Kailroads and North Bay. There are three main rallway

companies operating in add out of HNorth Bay. They are the Canadlan
Pacific Kalilway, the Canadian National Rallway and the Ontario
Northland Kailway. Both the C.P.R. and the O0.N.R. maintain
extensive rail yards, divisional shops and divisional administrative
offices in North Bay. The C.M.R. while maintaining no divisional
shops or offices located their district office in North Bay as early
as 1917,
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The beach terrace at North Bay. The upper photo shows
the terrace bordering the lake with a line of boxcars,
some of the shops, the smokestack and water tank of the
C.P.R. visible along the top. The lower photo shows

the extensive marshalling yards built by the C.F.R.
along the top of ths terrace.
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Approxmlimately 2125 men and women are employed in North Bay
by the turee rallway compunies. This figure represents 25fof the
total iahour force of 6,500 men and 2,200 women avallable within
the city.

The poat wur trend in raiiwayn has been 8 switch from steam
to diesel elsctric locomotives. This may have & marka; effect on
employment witiuin North Bay becuause englihe maintenance and line
operating costs are reduced grestly by usiag diesel electric loco-
motives. Regalr shogs of the C.P.R. located in North Bay primarily
because 1t was a comvenlent opérating distance from Ghalk Hiver, the
srevious divialonul point,. With the incrvaused mileuge possible
the C.P.R. has now moved its diesel shops to Chapleau and 1f the
present tre.ad continues a noticeable drop in employnent will occur.
It is to be hoped that the possible drop of employment in the (.F.R.
shops will be offset by increased eployment available in the ex-
tensive new diesel shiops of the 0.N.R. at present under construction
in North Besy. The answer wilil depend on future developments.

Theé groperty in use and accuples by the railrosda waes allotted
a Separute category in the iand use mup for two reasons. First the
rallroads play a very large role in the activities of the city and
secondly the amount of property occupied by this type of land use
ia extengive. In compariaon to other forms of land use which
provide enployment for the residents of North iay the amount of land
oecupied by the reilwsys 1s aimost directly priportional to the
number of people employed.

The level terrace along the lakeshore wus the locating factor
for the O.f.R. and moat of the land originally purchused by them has

been occupled Ly shops, warehouses, offices and marshalling yards.



This has cut off a major portion of the city from the lakeshore
and occupled mach land sultable for obher forms of urban develop=-
ment suech as parks or housing. On the other hand the C.P.%. was
instrumental in founding tho setitlement and in 3%s present location
immediately asdjacent to the lake front, creates few obstructions to
expansion or traffic so eamﬁan {0 many ether communities,

The O.N¥.R. which occupies the second largest portion of raile
way property is concontrated in a cowpact unit aloung the southern
limits of the eity. This land is less sultable for residential
expansion or eommercial purposes than the C.P.R. property and abt
the'aame time 18 favr énough removed from present residentlal and
eomereial areas that it too causes little interference.

In contrast to the holdings of the previous two reil companies,
the C.:.Re propec-ty ﬁhﬁugh.mu@h_amailar, does and will continue %o,
interfere with development within the ¢ity. Traffic nbatruati@nAim
the central section has been reﬁueeﬁ by elevating the rgil bed and
building subways, through which @eﬂestriaua and sutomobiles can passe
However, crossings west of Algonguin Ave. and east of Filscher Street
are level crosasings. Also Fraser Street and Sherbrook Streets
have been completely cut off teo aﬁtﬁ traffic.

A main rail line cutting through a residential area is undesi-
rable but the problem is where can it be moved so that interference
is at a minimum yet servicse wlll be tentralized. That is aequally
disturbing is who shall pay the costf The city can not afford to
and the railway is loath %o give up 1ts central leecation and also
pay the cost of moving. Legsl title to the land is held by the
C.N,R. and an order to move the line would not only involve a

costiy court issue and the outcome would be doubtful. 4 sclution
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will require much planning and cooperation end perhaps the prohlem
will never be solved toeveryone's satisfaction.

The greatest obstruction to traffie cccurs in the socath end
of the clty whore Main Strest is foreed up over two sets of level
grosaings. Here there is a great deal of congestion and the
traffic tie ups are a constent wurce of trouble to local drivers
and travellers alike.  An overpass of some sort is the only solu-
‘tion apnd the railway coupanles appreclate the problem. Unfortunately
this proposal when put to a vote was rejected by local residents so
the congestion is likely to continue for some time to coms.

On the whole Norih Bay is fortunate that rail lines do not
interfere more with movemsnt within the c¢ity. There is alsb
vacant land adjoining these rail lines that way be used for any
future industrial deveiopment.

Highways. HNorth Bay s located at the junction of highways ;11
and #£17 end is the southern terminus for highway /63 to Temiskaming.
These all converge in the central area of the city and add to the
congestion of the "downtown traffic”. 4 now by pass is at present
under construction and when completed will enable through traffic
on any of these highways to continue without delay. This by
passing of traffic may have & dotrimental effect on summer tourlst
trade within the ecity buf?/ﬂ: is hoped other. benofits will outweigh
the detrimental aspects. ' ,

The regional office of the Department of Highways 1s locabed
in North Bay and employs many le sl reaidemta»parmanentlﬁ‘ TO
others it offers seascnal employment during summer months. Estab-
lishment of this bLranch has definitely sided the development of
North Bay and the highway facilities available to local residents
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are excellent.

Alr Linea. The Trans Canada Alrlines and Lakeland Skyways operate
daily schedules for the convenience of loecal residents and b the
summer of 1953 these two companies will be aupplﬁﬁented by Cunedian
Pacific Alrlines. Today Norbh Bay is only 1 hour's air travel
from Toronto and 3 hourts air travel from lew York. JIn addition
the Department of Transport provides daily weather forecasts for
local residents.

Other Forms of Commmunicabion. Locally the city 1s served hy the

Horth Bay Daily Nugget, radio statlon C.F.C.H., the Bell Tslephons
Company and a local bua line operated by Deluxe Transportation.
Paéhaps it is because the lecal residents are so communication minded
that in a clty of 19,000 people there are approximately 9,000
telephones of which 6,000 are in residences. To maintaln these
phones the Bell Telephone Co. has an operating staff of 133 persons,

Deluxe Co. busges carried over 1,300,000 passengers and o
operate these busses and other forms of transport the conpany
enploys 1792 persons.

COM.BRCE. .

Apart from the stores wiich cater to the general needs of the
residents, two other types of commwrcial enterprise are apparent in
Horth Bay. First becausse of the central locatlon of Horth Bay and
its excellent communlcations, there are a multitude of wholesale
warehouses and offices. Secondly there are numerous sports eqaip@
ment stores and gift shops catering to the tourlst trade. However,
nearly every store large or amall derives a large percentage of its
income from the towrist trade, In sumner months it is not uncommen

‘o sec woolen winter coats, sweaters etec., displayed alongside
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sportswesr for the benefit of forelgn vis{tors. Some ace eager to
buy these woolen acrticles vecauge of the fine quality of the material
and some beciume theéy believe that since they ace nscth of the border
they should buy some "typlcally morthern apparel’, as a souveair.

Service to locel residents 1s excellient end privetely owned
enterprises sre supplemented by larger dominion-wide chsin stores.
Orders placed in manufacturing centres cac be delivered to Norti
fay with a minfmun of delay becausa al! forms of direct comounicat-
ion are avallable. This hes the advantage of reducing transporte-
tion costs.

This land usSe category includes all land oceupied by retail
businesses and by wholeenle warehouses antt offices. All early
commerce centred around the only supply depot available, tha C.P.R.
station. For a time Oak Street was the one and enly commerclal
screet, however, expans ion foreed the newer and larger stores to
bulld along Mein Strecet. This was & lorg rocky outcrme but the
added cost of construction thére whem other more suitable areas
éxiated to the north snd west was outwelghsed by the financial
benefits of centralization. This caused a general shift to the
new comme@rclal street and Oak “treet degenecuted intoc & sucond
class busineas soction with seccnd rate hotecls. More receatly new
stores have sprung up along Mclntyce StreeX and post wear develop-
ment there has been rapid.

The map Shows that the largest portion of thls type of land
use 1s coneentrated in a belt between (ak Strect and !YcIntyre
Strest and hetween Foran 3trest in the north west and Reginu Street
in the south eust. Other aress & sppear and are evenly scattered

along the major traffic routes. Howaver, it is the large cone
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Part of the rock outcrop upon which a major portion of the
Commercial core has been built. This view taken from
McIntyre Street towards Main Street shows that while very
few acres are left vacant they are used to stare amticles.
Future expansion will probably make construction on even
such an area as this economigcally feasable because strategic
location will outbalance cost of construction.
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centrated velt that is known a8 the "commerelal core". The
widest ﬁ::'t of this belt 1is between Cussells 3trest and v‘ﬁylde Stroeet
and 1s the result of the convergence of major traffic routes.

This is expeclully true along Fraser Streset which conuects the
C.P.R. and C.N.R. stutions,

The latest expans ion has occurred at tiie exiense of the
residential areas bordering tne commerclsal core. This annexation
of the trunsition gone is & natursl phenomenen. As yet lack of
avallable sites has not farced the expunsion siyward with the
pesult that there are few buildings over four stores high.

Although highway freight is rapidiy gaining attention and
the wiholesulers distribute by truck tranasport they still import the
bulk of thelr products by rail. 7holesule warehousea and of{'ices
have located ulong the railroads whe:re they have the advantage of
easy rail tranafer direct Irom freight car to the wurehouses. At
the same time they a'e neur the retall astores,

Today there a e no uncccuplied lots available for develorment
within the commercial core. although retailers may expand further
into residential areua or expund skywurd, any new wholesale ware-
nouses will be forced to locate on the outaki- ts of the city where
cheaper unoccupiled land does exist.

MANUFACTURING INOQUSTRY .

The industrial development of Horth Bay is comparatively small.
The majority are small local Industries like bhakerles, dairies and
others which are necesssry to serve the city and to some extent, the
region, but tnere are few manufacturing plants wihilch produce articles
for “"other regiona”. This can be 1lliustrated by the fact that the
payrodl for the four largest industries totalled only 850,000 as
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gompared to the railroad payroll af‘@ﬁ,@&@,ugb for the same periocd.

The larger industries and the number they scmploy are listed

below; ‘

Canadian LONEYOAreswssvscanssenssedIE

Cralg Bit Co. LidiscescrsnsnssneaslBO

Horth Bay Mica LbAssssccsssvecncecs 82

Great Horthern Woods Iumber Coss+s 60

Rahn etolBessscosessacensoarncens 45

Standard Planing Mills LiGeesevnee 44

Inap&ratian Mining & Davelopmanta.

C0. «» 30 plus

Although there 1s no mining on a large seale close to North Bay
except éha ﬁrilling being conducted on Lake Kipiasigg, it is
noteable that four of the seven industriﬁaAare dﬂrectly connected
with mining activities. |

The Canadlan Longyear CO. prﬁéuﬂea dlasmond driliing equipment
to conduct exploration; the Cralg Bit Co. produces mining bits and
drill rods and alsc does commercisl machine shop work; the Eéﬁih
Bay Mica Co. processes sheets of mice mined mear Eau Claire; the
Inspiration Mining and Development Co. who have been instrumental
in opening up the new|uranium, cqlumbinmr&nd tnntalﬁm_ore deposits
are not primsrily a mé@ufaeturing industry but thay»da produce some
drilling aquiqgm&nt and also do enmmaraial machine shop work.

Rahn Metsals 13 a brass, alumihum and leaﬁ foundry and while they
producse caatings of all ﬁypes their products are used chiefly by the
rallroads, pulp and papar mills and mining concerns throughout

~ northern Ontario'

Gréat Northern Woods Company and Standard Plening Mills Ltd.
are, as their names imply, engeged in lumbering. These two compenie
are the only large lumber concerns laftiin,ﬁoiﬁh Bay and have %o
import their legs from other centres such as @at@hfﬁrd, Cache Bay,

or any centre alosa‘atihand where timber 1s being cut. The Great




Iumbering at North Bay. Two large lumbermills operate
at North Bay, however they must import the timber from

other arsas and as a result have located near rail roads
and main highways.
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iorthern woods although At also processes green logs original ly
used timber cut from arcvas which had been ravaged by foreat fires
exclusively. In such fires many of the trees are only scorched
and when sawn up produce excellent lumber. Hortii Bay was chosen
28 a site for this industry because of its strategic location and
the communications available for inporting the logs and shipping
out the lumber.

There are other industries located within the city but these
snploy relatively few personas or are seasonal forms of employment.
with & population of over 1y,000 the city has a labour pool of
a;proximately 6,500 men and 2,200 women. In the fect of a steadily
increazing population, more or larger indusirics are needed to
maintain the present level of employment and the per capita income.
In Horth Bay this 'uffl,252 in 1951 and resulted in a family buying
incone of (4,872, whiech 1s §1,380 higher than the Canadia:n averagc.1
A& large percentage of the work avalilable is for unskilled or semi-
sxilled labour. Trudesmen who have becowe skilled in their trude
while in North Bay,find promotien and pay increasea limited with
the result that many go to other cities seeking employment.

Although gpood eommunications and plentiful supplies of hydro
electric power and wate are svailable amxi tax concessions can be
grunted b, the council, the lack of general manufacturing industries
can orly be attributed to lack of a large market. Pu.:ther indus-
trial developanent in Horth Bay seems Lo depeud on apecialized
industries which cun utilize local raw materiuls or are not affected
by proxim ty to market.

The land elzsaifled sa industrial ;roperty includes all areus

occupled by manufmoturing industries. The areas mupped include

l. Sales and Management dagazine 1950.
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2ll industrial property whether occupied by bulldings, used as
atorage apaee, or merely left idle., The majority of the existing
industries are lnﬁated on or adjacent railraad property. This
although a natursal tendency is not a 1anasaiby in North Bay because,
with the exception of the foundry, industries there are not engaged
in the man facturing or processing of heavy pruﬁﬁcts es are heavier
“dggvtﬁhar centres. llowever, proximity t0 the railroad even though
it 1s not a necesslty 1s stilli advanﬁage@ua, j
Other smaller 1nduatrias, such as bakerles, dﬁ@i@ﬁ and the fur
processing plant, though not near a Pailraad are situated near main
theroughfﬂraa and are accessable to all fbrma of automotive transpur~
tation. ‘

ADUTNISTRATION .

Comnunigations and 1ts strategic location have beeun the major
factors in locating many regional administrative offiees in North
Baye The eity also functions as an administrative centre for a
very large area of Northern Ontarioc. Not only is it the capital
and judicial seat of the District of Niplssing but it is also the
location of the f@ilnwing provineial goverument offices:

Crown Lends, Gsme and Fisheries, Crown ?imbar,ifire Ranging,
Colonizetion, Depariment of Highways, Demrtment of Agriculture,
Provincial Police, Hydreo Elsctric Power Commission snd the Ontario
Northland Railway.

A 1iist of Dominion government offices located in North Bay |
1n¢lndé§;

Rallroad itail Service, Post O0fflece Inspection, Customs and
Excise, Nstional Employment Service, Department of Veterans'! Affairs,
the Avmy and Alr Force Recrulting Depots, and the Department of
Agrieulﬁura.
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These Provincial and Dominlon offices vary in the sxbtent of
the area they control, but in genoral they cover a zone west to
and including the District of Algoma, north to Hudsons Bay, east to
Pambroke a:m& smth to Burks Falls.

in the case of nearly every office menbtioned above the area of
jurisdiction is extensive. This is a result of the comparatively
sparse population throughout the northern part of the province.
To make the establishment of such offices gmotical, the number of
people served must have a minimum 1liuit and the boundaries must be
extensive enough to include this required nmumber. Horth Bay was
chiosen as a locating slte because its strategle igcatj‘.m and direct
comnunications facilitate the jurisdiction of large areas. The
'mzmhar of administrative offieces cover a significant portion of land
within the ¢ity linmits. To reduce the number of categorles on
. the functional plan the symbol which denotes public property ineludes
land owned or buildings occupied by federal,provincial or civie

governments. The largeat area occupled by thls type of land use

is in the northweast paft of the clty. This was an army training
and holding camp during World War II. Since that time many
buildings have deteriorated but some are still used by the Reserve
Army and as offices for other federal government departments.: Then
originally purchased this site wes vemoved from any settled area. |
Today urban development has extended mst this location in the aeaﬁzh ‘
for suiteble bullding areas. If many of the delapidated bulldings
here could be removed the area could be set aside for housing.

spart from this one large ares, other smaller areas in this class

are well kept and if not located in or close to the commerclal core,

they are located where they interfere little with residential ,
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iadustrial or other forms of land use, ulso they are all readily
accessable for oclients or employess.
HOUELIG.

“hile it 1s couparatively sisple to dilferentiate housing from
other land uses and even one general class of housing from another,
the n . mber of subdivisions of housing in a general survey of this
type are usually limited to four for simplicity. Also only the
predoninating class in any area was mupped and it is poasible that
lower or higher clas:s dweliiings might occur within any one of the
houeing arces mapped. Further, 1t should be understood that there
are no hard snd fast rules which might uid one in deciding where a
vorder line case might falle hAge, luproveanents, size and environ-
ment all play a part in determining the type of house. For example,
@& new house might be first, second or third class depe:ding o:. the
sprearance, the erchitecture and the condition of tuhe surrounding
grou .ds. In contrast to this a ten year old home miyght be elucsifl

83 first class If 1t were extrenely weli kept and of appealing

architectural deaigne. (
In ang caze, first class homes can soon Lecome s3econd or third I
cless homes and in a vorder iine case the difference betwe«n any
two cunsecutive claases may econslst merely of a coat of paint or a
new liawn. The aoccempanying photographs are included to help
1liusirute the different types.
Class I liousing. The wajority of houses piaced in this category
were new or bullt within the past five ysurs but others which were
older, extremely well kept and of appealing design were also inciuded.
Surrounding lawns and yarda were considered and the condition of these

srounds often meant the difference between & first and second claas

house.
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Examples of Cless one housing in the
Priest Hill area of North Bay.
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The plan shows that only & very small percentage of the area
contains first class housing. Such & condition is not uncommon
in any community and as is generally the case in urban settlements,
first class houses are {airly well concentrated in one section of
the city. In North Bay this area of concentration of first class
homea is the Priests Hill section; west of Algonguin Avenue.
It is a comparatively new residential area and the type of housing
unit was controlled by loeal bullding restrictions which specified
that only houses with & high mininum cost of construction counld be
built in that area. The area 1s also on the oubtskirts of the city
far removed from the commercial core and from industries. The land
is very well sulted for housing because it is fairly level, has
few rock oubtcraps to lanterfere with the.lanQSeaping oy exeavation
and 1s well drained. ?
Class IT Housing. Houses in this eategory are mainly 0.der homes, j
8%11l in good conditlon and usually emsiructed of brick. Some ‘
new homes, such as those constructed in the Prilestts Hill district
or on Cassells Street, were incluﬁﬁd in this category because of
their small alze, dnappeallng architecture or general lack of
isprovements. This class comprilses the second ;argest area devoted
to housing land use. One largé group surrounds the transitional
gone of the cormerciesl core amd a second large group surrounds the
Class I houses of the F@iestfs Hill area., The majority of Houses
in these areas have been first class homes and were the class one
houses of pre war years. At pesent they are owned or oceupled by
wage earmera of the middle or upper income brackets. The lend
devoted to this type of housing is also well drained, not inberrupted
by rough topographye In the case of the brow of Priest's Hill it
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Exemples of Clsas II housing in North Bay. All are not of brick
construction, however they are usually older homes. While houses
of this class are well kept and have many improvements they still
do not rank on a par with those in Class I areas.
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is more ideal for residential development then some of the f;rsﬁ
clasg land {ypes being built on tcday because of the very‘seénic
views
Class JIII Housings This class couprises the largest area devoted
t0 housing land use. Albhough there are a fow, very few, new hcuses
in this category, the majority are older houses oi brick or {rame
constructions lany of the more recently construetcd tnird’ciass'
homes are small end of cheap eonﬁtructiﬂn; In many cases a fresh
coat of paint and lnproved grounds would raise these dwellings to
the rank of seconﬁAmlass homes. However, alil required improvements.
Blocks of third class homes appear throughout the city but as
anticipated the third class houses are in the tramaitional zone
around theo commercial core, between areas of second class houses and
fourth class hnuseS or near railroads and industries. They are
&ll low rental éype homes and as a general rule house the families
of labourers or the hourly wage group. Their location often
colncidcs with the poorer bulilding slibes which are low, wet or
interrupted b; outerops and ere therefore sold at a re1at1vely low
price. | 1
Class ;v Housinge Some of the houses In thils cless are two storey
frame structures, cherﬂ are low sguallid dwelllings of unpeinted
wood or perhaps covered with tarpapers " The exauples which appear

on the accompanying page look much battem in the phatograph than
they did in the fiald Tub. in many cases, of which these are
example, photographs {end 0 hide many blemishes.

These houses are genarally occupied by very low salaried

|
|
l
|
labourers or- pnverty atriaken.immigrantam . On the other hand some
pecple who live in such dwallings could afford improvamanta but
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Examples of Clasa 3 housing in North Bay. Houses 1in
this class may be of brick, frame or frame covered with

other building materials but they are all unappealing and
lack improvements.
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Examples of class 4 Housing in North Bay. The proportion
of this type of housing to the other three classes is
great. Note the appearance of both dwellings and surroun=
ding grounds.

k Ill|i
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seem to be content with existing condibions. The géeatast CONw
centration of houses of this &type 1s on the fringe of urggn settle-
ment and extends from Cassells Street south east to the 0uN.R.
shops. Other smaller areas appear east of Algonguin Ave., north
of Front Street and in the north west end of the clty again on the
fringe 2one of sebttlement. 1In nearly every case the areas have been
gettled because they were paorly drained and studded with rock
outerops and therefore were purchased at & very low price.

In any one secction of the clty improvements depend on the
assessment levied and in part on the owners'willingness to accept
the higher taxes required to pay for the improvemenits. In the
majority of these areas the peopls refuse to pay higher taxes,
The city cannot afford to pay the extra cost to lay water mains
or sewer plpes through these rocky or wet areas, with the result
that the streets are little more thangravelled lanes and in some
cases lacked sewage disposal and rumning watér.‘

Such arcas present a very diffieult problem to planning

commissions in every community. The noteabls feature in North Bay
15 not that these areas exlst, but that there is so a large an
area as appeérs on the map. Thils appears doubly surprising when
1t is lecarned that the average family income in the city was
44,072, Admibttedly this is an average of all brackets and levels
of wage earners but there are not enough high aalaried residents to
make up the necessary difference in this mean if numbers in sach
wage bracket corresponded to the relative amounts of first, second
third and fourth class housinge. The solution of the problem seocms
to rest with the residents thomselves and the c¢ity planning board.
Hospital Property. Horthh Bay has two large and well equipped
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hospitals both in the Priestts Hill district. Hach hospital has
alse extensive grounds which ére well landscaped and provide adequate)
parking facilibties. Visiltors éometimaa censider this location
rather far removed from the centre of the city, but the gulet
atmosphere and clean environment make these locations very suliable
for hospitals. Furthermore ome is within onme city block of
Algonguin Avenue while the other is mmly three blocks away and as
such they are readlly accessable to a mainftharonghﬁarai The
locations seem well chosen and have the véiue of being rather
aesthetle,

Summary: Lend uses in North Bay form a heltad pattern of an in-
dustrial and rallway belt, a commerciasl belt, a tranzition zone and

- & residential belt. TFurthermore there are few areas where different
uses clash. JIndustries and railroads are géherally'éeﬁgfétaﬂ from
the commerclal core by Oak Street. In the residential areas there
are aclso few conflicting housing clesses in the same area and in
general a progression oecurs from Class I through Class II to

¢lass III and finally to Class IV. Thls progression occurs in two
directions, one out from the centres of first class housing on
Priest's HAll, the other from the Class II houses out from the city
centfe. The expanding commercial core hus created a transition

zone hatwaen,iﬁ‘and the residentlal area but this is natural.

There are but four negative factors which merit imediate
attention. These are, & railway, the C.N.R., which ru-s through
the centre of a residential area, the lmrge area of class IV housing,
the traffic congestion in the commercial sore and the leeck of large
parks and playing flelds. Future planners should investigate these
problems thoroughly and, while taking all facbors into account, try
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reach some solution agrseable to the majority of people concerned.



SUMMARY

AR

-Long undeveloped, the Shield area of Horthern Ontario was
first opened for sebttlement by comstruetion of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. The beach terrace along the north shore of Lake Nipissing
was found to be the best and most convenilent roubte available for
the construction of & rail line to the weat. A route via the |
south of the lake would have involved a longer distance and con-
struction would have been more difficult. Divisionsl shops and
offices were established at the present site of Eorﬁh'Bay becauss
the terrace was broad enough to permit construction of extenslive
yards, becauss andbundant supply of water was avallable and because
it 1s a sultable distance from Cihalk River, the peceding divisional
point.

People were attraeted to the area because employment was
available in the railroad shops and offices in NWorth Bay and in
the lumber camps which sprung up along the rail line, Sebttlement
atiracted more pecple and more rail lines were constructed.
Although local lumbering activities declined, Nlorth Bay became
firmly established as a regional communications hub, Development
was aided by the discovery of minerals to the north and west.

These new areas required supplies and distributors and wholesale
houses became part of the commercial activity of North Bay.

Agriculture in the Shield is heampered by topography, seils and
climate. However, small areas of land mear the town were suitable
for farming and<agricn1t;re also became one of thg_rsgional
activities. |

Because of its favourable communications and its strategic

location with respect to other centres throughout northern Ontario,
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Horth Bay was chosen as the location for many government adminie-
strative of fices.. Thus the town also bhecame important as an %
administrative centre. |

Today the city functions as a communications hub, en administra-
tive eentre and a distributing centre., Activities within the
region and within the city depend primarily on these functlons, on
the natural resources within the reglon itself, and to some extent,
on the development eof resources within adjacent regions.

North Bay is also the heart of a thriving Sourist vacation
land from which many lo¢sl residents derive an enviable incoms.

Regional industries are based almost entirely upon timber
resources. Within the clty manufacturing is not a major activity,
however, cxisting industries either depend on regimal rescurces or
have located there because of available commmnications,

Land uses within HNorth Bay seem well suited to their location
4in all but one major instance, that of the C.N.R. which cuts
through a residential area. Also the large areas of fourth class
housing do not conform with the theory that communications and
administration provide stable and relatively well-pald forms of
employment. 4n area of fourth class housing as extensive as that
in North Bay usually vmﬁieatas an unstable community. The fauls
may lie with the people themselves but the problem merits investiga-
tion. )

Recent expansion within the c¢ilty has taxed some of the
municipal services to capacity. OQutecrops of bedrock have inter-
fored with some muniecipal serviess such as water supply, Sewage
disposal and street connections. Lack of sufficient fnreaight 4
by early planners is evident in the narrow, congested streets of
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the comsercisl) cors ond in the untrested scwage dispossl. I the
waters hordering the clty bLoaches wers not poliuvted, & mark or
beach, the envy of any city, could be created. i large bonded
debt ilucurred during the pre depresszion years rovents expenditures
of large suns of poney on nore than 8 fow local Improvements.
ﬁwei‘ul planning is required and when plans ave drawn up they
should be flexivle and allow for future d&vel:»pmﬁnm;

The utter dependance on evaeilsble raw matorials that exists
in towns such as Sturgeon Falls, Temiskaming, and Ceche Hay 1s
not as marked in Horth Day although it is true regources within the
region do help supply the city with some of the necessitlios of 1ife,

ONCLUSIONS.

Settleuent on the present site of Horth Bay was made possible
by its strategic location abt the west end of the Niplasing/Mattewa
gutlet, a natural overland route to western Censda. The concen-
‘tration of major northescuth and cast-west communicutions lines
on that site was responsible for the developmant of the city and
its urban region. Today the reglonsl activities of ﬁéz’gm Bay
inciude its funetions aé s distributing centre, ac an administrative
centre as a tourist vacation centre. Ilowever, all of these
functions still remsin secondury to and sntirely dependant upon the
comzunication facilities available at North Bay. |
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