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IN~ODUCTlON 

A Geograph!cal study of any ·Un!t or area ot the earth's 

surface 1s coneerne.d with the natural environment and the human 

adjustment to this environment. In this th·es.is an attempt has 

been made to explain why settlement occurred at .North Bay, what 

factors intluen.ced 1ts development, what the Ir esent function or 

fUnctions are and how all of these &l"e related to the physical 

and human geography of the urban region. 
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e~APTER 1 

PHYSIC.AL GEOGRAPRY· 

LOCATION 

The city of North Bay, population 18//40, is located on the 

north east shore of Lake Nipissing, ~ the Province of Ontario. 

Fondly called 8 the Gateway to the North", the city is 221 air miles 

north of Toronto, the capital of Ontario, and 228 air miles west 

of Ottawa, the capital of the Dominion of Canada. Served by three 

main rail lines, the Canadian National, the Canadian Pacific and 

the Ontario Northland, Railroads, it is also at the junction of 

highways number ll and 1'1. 

Politically, North Bay is in the district of Nipissing and 

acts as the district administrative and judicial seat. 

Although the city lies south of the rich m1n1ng .and forestry 

belt which so characterizes the region known as Northern Ontario, 

other factors physical, economic, aDd human, also.place North Bay 

w1tn1n these rather indefinite boundaries. Transportation and 

communication have made it the southern gateway to other settled 

areas in the northern part of the province. 

I 
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GEOMORPHOLOGY 

Geolog1oallJ'.J the res1on is underlain by precambrian rOQlaJ 

of the canadian Shield. The Shield is an area of some of the 

world's oldest mountains whleh bave been worn 4own to smooth 

stumps by ages of erosion am glaciation. Most of the precambr1a..'l1. 

rocks are dated as arche~ and are very complex. In the vlcinity 

of North Bay they are generally m!.caceous or homblend1c aneiss 
. . 

and various other gne1sso1d rocks, inteztstratlfied with beds or 

quartz, crystaline 11.mestone and oxod1zed iron. Most of the beds 

are tilted at considerable angles and are corrugated or contorted, 

forming small and large ant1cljnes and s7llClin.es. 

The area suffered severely fran glacial action which removed 

nearly all tne overbUrden tran ~e h~er elevations. Later> 

during the recession ot the last glacier, the lower sections were 

filled with outwash and other morfainic debris. 

Some of the meltwater from tne glacier formed a large lake 

which covered an area not too different &om the pitesent lakes, 

superior, Michigan, Huron. and 1'1p1as1ng. At tbat time nearly 

all drainage was via a trough at the north east end of Lake Nipiss1ng. 

After passing a swampy col immediate~ north or the present city 

site, the water flowed down the ancient Mattawa river and thence 

down the Ottawa River Graben to the St. La\"'ztence rtver. 

Tb.fi Mattawa river itself is co.mposed mainly of a chain of 

small lakes connected by short rapid streams. Some of the lakes 

are long, narrow and between lOO and 300 feet deep. Many lie 

1n canyon-like valleys 200 to 300 feet wide often bordered by 

precipitous walls 100 .teet o:r more h1gh. Trout Lake, toU.P miles 
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The Nip1sa1og Mattawa trough. Thl• photo taken at Borth Bay
ah ow s the relatively flat lower lying trough bordered by the 
Gogama Sandy Upland• region v1a1ble in the middle section 
ot the pictu~. 
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east of North Ba~: is the headwater basin for the Mattawa and 

w1tb. its ne!gb.bour. Talon l'A.ke, comprises the largest body of 

water 1n the chain~ 

Still later~d1fterent1al uplift caused the waters ot the 

Niplss1ng Lake to flow out vla lakes st. 01a1r. Erie and Ontario, 

Today the height ot land which separates the G]ileat Lakes System 

of drainage and the Ottawa·R1ver System, runs approx1matel1 N.l~.w • 

.about one mile west of Tl'out Lakeo. 

Nortb ot North Bay the land rises rapidly from 675 feet to 

form a rough hummocky ·upland region known as the Gogama &m4J 

Uplands; with an average height of 1500 teet. Numerous sand and 

gravel deposits such as kames and distoi•ted eskers appear 1n tbJ.s 

region hence the term "sa.nd-yn. These provide excellent sources 

of sand and gravel for road fill or other purposes. 

Highway 63 between r~orth Bay and Tem1skam1ng Que.~ runs 

along the N1p1as1ns/Mattawa trough to Trout Lake then rises 

sharply to a roush ah~lt• part of the Gogama Sandy Uplands • which 

exi;ends north of Trout and Talon lakes. Around the vUlat;;;es of 
r= 

2terold.a ,and Redbr1dge the surface assumes a gentler, more ~ol~1ng 

nature and 1s covered to varying depthS with sands and sandy silt 

loams. outcrops are common and the surface becomes rougher 

towards the Ottawa river. 

·The area between the Gogama Sand.J Uplands and the AlgollfiUln 

Park Uplands to the south• 1s lmown as the N1p1ss1ng Lowlands. 

Part ot this region was covered by the old N1p1ss1ng Lakes which 

resulted tn the flat locustr1ne beach terraces along the north 

and northwest shores. These beaches are significant because 

the expanse of water even at tbat time was not large enough to 



A view of ~& rt of the 11p1:aa1ng Lowland Region along the north ahore of 
Lake Nipiasing. The city ot North Bay ia barely v1a1ble on the lett hand 
aide. 
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Kame and outwaah deposita along the edge or tbe 
Gogama Sandy Uplands. These serve as excellent 
sources of supplJ of gravel or sand. The light 
patches are where gravel or sand ~~~ ha.- been 
removed. 



.9 

per~it the powertul waves tbund an the Great Lakea. T>berel'ore, the 

atroug beaches are an 1n41cat1on tbat wave action laated .tor a oon

alderable time. Tbe beach terrace extenda west ot Nortb Ba7 but 

grard.te bosses interrupt the tlat tabl.,.llk:a terrain tor about 

l'i fteen Od.lea. Suc!danl,y at N41edows1cle tbe aurtace levels out and 

a l'la t cla~ and clay loam HI-race borcl.era the lake and continue• 

west paat Hagar. Tllia c.la,y an4 cl~Q loam was u 1doubtedlJ deposited 

during the period ot the N1p1ss1ng Great Lakes. Tbe sa~ terraces 
. ...·.tr

arouncl Borth Ba7 OOD.traat ,..the cla) to the west but are the result 

ot 1nc reased water welocit,- at this end ot the lake. The. velociq 

was such tbat only coarser sediments could be deposited. 

Tbe cltJ 1taelt 1a almost entirely built upon tbo sandJ beach 

ter.!'·aoe. through whlcb DWieroua outcrops appear. Approxlmatel;y 

30 teet above tne present level or the lake at the western end or 

the oltyJtbe terrace grades oft gradUally toward tn• south east. 

As a reault tile land becomes lower and wett er 1n the v1cin1t) ot 

Ferris. In tbe oommun19 or Ferris 1taelt the sround water level 

1s so cl011e to tbe surface tba t man~ b.ouaea have no cellars or are 

elevated to permit a 4ry basement. The commercial core or Nof'th 

883 is bu1lt upon one ot tbe lower rockf rt~ and axcavatlon waa 

exceed1Qgly dtrttcu~t. Priests Hill 1a undarlaln by • bigber 

outcrop but was covered w1 tb ~M~r?a1D1c till and sand. Even tllere 

however. 8mall scattered outcro:l)a lndlc&O. bedrock: is cloa e to 

the surface. 

'To th4t south of North Sa,y the trou8h contains numerous out

crops and 1n the vicinity of Callana.F ~ba land begins to rise 

graduallJ"• Imrzra41ately aouth ot Callander.hlgh gran1t1c bosses 

emers• and aive tbe southern 11'1~• ol tbe BQ a •tecp ~kJ 

http:grard.te
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Houses in west Ferris. If desired, basements muat be 
built partially above the grcmnd becauae the ground water 
level 1a close to the Sl rfaoe. Rote the h.e1gllt ot the 
!irat tlo or above the ground. 
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aspect. From Callander to Powassan tbS surface contlnues to ri.ae 

and becomes rougher with an increasing numbw of massive oJtte::::opa. 

·The l~er l~·ing· sections are flat and contain poorly drained muck· 

sous. 

At Pawassan howevezi, the surface assumes a more sraded. rolling 

character and.the bedrock ls covered to a considerable depth by 

·clay and heavy clay loams. This POlling belt- stretches f'rom Lake 
,. ' 

B.estoule on the ~st. tbrcugb. Pawassan and last to Bonfield~ 

nutherslen and Eau Cl.tre. 

South of Pewassan the land begins to rise again and becomes 

1ncreasingl7 rocky finally rising up to anOther rough highland 

block lmown as the Al.{5ongu1D. Park Uplands. 

In general. both upland areas are almost monotonous with 

their succession of rounded bosses. small lakes. streams. swamp 

moskeg.and outw~Bh deposita. The lowlands around the nortn 

and N. east f!hores ot Lake N1piss1ng are l~uatr1ne plain which 

resulted from the waters of the N1p1ss1ng Great Lakea. 

CLIMATE 

The climate around North Bay may be termed HUmid Continental 

w1tb cool summers. In the Koeppen class1f1cat1on this would 

then be a Dfb oltmat~. 

J F M A M J J A S 0 N D Yr. 
0 

T F 10 11 ·23 35 oO 59 63 65 53 44 27 15 3B 

Ru 4.3 3.5 3.2 3.0 3.0 3.6 4.2 4.6 3.0 2.3 4.3 2.5 41.8 

'Phe mean .Janua·:ey tempezaature 1s l0°F wh1J.e that of July 1s 

63°F. There is also a fairly b1gh diurnal range and although 
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. the day llgb.t .hours may be warm or 1D SQmmer hot. the temperature 

dl'opa eonsiderablf during the evening ·and. night due to the relati 

vely low bum1d1tJ-. 

A max1mum of 136 or a m1n1mum of 9fi frost free days Ill'& 

possible 1n &n'f one year~ The last frosts of Spr.!ng have been 

reoo:t-ded between the l2 May and the a June, whUe the first fztosta 

ot Fall usually come· between the 4 September and 28 September• 
. 

This results 1D an average growing season of 175 days. 

Snow and haU a torms have been experienced during the summer 

months but are quite unusual aDd bave done little damage. 

Precipitation 1s vary reliable 1D the area. The lowest 

recorded total rainfall was 35" in 1950. and a mald.mum of 46" in 

1941. Althougb reg1o~a to tbe north experience average totals ot 

but 30 inches of rain• North Bay and the northern fringe of the 

Algongu in Fark Uplands reeelve an average annual rainfall of 

'41.5 inches. Desplte tbe tact that prec1p1tat1on occurs on an 

average of 180 days every year the pattern is usually four or five 

rainless days· followed by four or t1ve more days 1n which precipi

tation 1n some form will occur. storms ot short ·duration bringing 

laDge amounts of snow 01! rain are not common. 

Topograp}Q' has little e(tect on the climate and although the 

lake tends to moderate temperatures 1n the Spring, Summer and Fall.,_ 

1t 1s frozen completely from m1d December through till April or 

May and has no effect on winter oom1t1ona. 

Prevailing winds are from the north from october till May 


but for .the rest of the year they blow from the south or south 


west. 
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NATURAL VEGETATION. 

On Hallldayta map of the Forest Regions of North America, 

the area lies within tbe G~eat Lakes Mixed Forest belt_ and pines 

are the dominant species. The word dominant may be misleading 

because the pines cover but a small percentage of the region. 

··Other spec1es found 1D the original f'o~a t included white birch, 

· wblte pine, poplar. spruce.- balsam, red pine. :yellow birch and 

hard and soft maples. Of these, white pirie, poplar and white 

birch are ~e most abundant and cover respeetlvel:y 19.9%, 16.9%, 

Species such as white 

pine~ red pine. yellow birch and hard maples have been reduced 

due to fire, 1naecta and tbe lumbel'l'll8n. Other species such as 

white birch and poplar are increasing 1n number because they are 

more resistant to forest insects and blights and they regenerate 

faster on burnt over land. · 

Present surveys show much of the better and more mature 

timber has been removed from all easilJ' accessable areas but. out 

of an approximate figure of 3.soo.ooo acres 1n Nipis~ng district, 

2.soo.ooo are listed as potential. forest and which can produce 

timber. 

SOILS 

In gf)neral the soils are brown podzolics. .Except 1n the 

areas around sturgean Falls. Verner Noelville and Powassan Bonfield 

and Rutb.erglen, they a~--e shallow and have· but three distinct 

hor1aons. A comparatively ~ brownian grey surface so1l with 

a considerable mixture of organ!~ material comprises the upper 

layer and rests on a coffee brown nut-structured subsoil. In 

most cases the parent material is glacial debris or roek flour. 
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In t11e cla7 aDl cla:r !:tam formations• wavo 11Ms can be 

found .at va:rJ1ng deptba. However, because ot Smpori'ect d.ralmige. 

the protllea tfmd t·o be shallow. Deap1te tb1s impe:etecll.oa 

these aolls when properly tertll11ed proV!dt;} tho beat araaa ~

asr1cul.tun in tbe :Nozotb :sa,- nst.on. 

The wa~l dn1na4 aaml7 so!la ot tbtt upland areas atte alao 

fertile and w1ll. produce good oPopa. UntovtunatelJ llbl'1"1culture 

th•e 1s llmlted bJ tc•pograp}W and tbe faot that· many of the 
' 

level. areas are uaually too &mall to be econonicall:y worked. 

The majorStfJ' of the upland dlatrtcta are e1thtu~ too pO:OPlJ dra~e4• 

prOducind bog or balt•bQg i:lOUB• a~e ot bare X'OekJ w .bova 

coarse saml and t,;.ravel de-posJ.ta \fhiCh are exceas1vel7 dl'af.ned and 

theretore too d,rJ' 1D uumr:2ca montbe. 

http:de-posJ.ta
http:sa,-nst.on
http:impe:etecll.oa


'l'Jp1eal ezamplea ot the rugged nature ot t:be 
ahleld. A. _r1culture 1n aucb upland ..eaa 1• 
almoat 1mpoas1ble. 'rbe la. l71Dg aeotlona are 
wet and poorly dra ined and tllled with rook 
debr1a. The 11110othed rounded boaaea are almost 
bare ot topaoll. 
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HISTORY 

The N1p1as1ng • Mattawa River route had been the tavol'ite 

choice of nature travellers tor centuries before Columbus discovered 

America and as early as 1610 a white mn, Etienne BrUte, passed 

through tbe :reg1oo.. Flve years later, 1n 1615, Champlain gu1ded 

by Brute and a party of natives passed hom Trout Lake·. vta the 

Lavasse River to the. shores of Lake IUplsslng, on bla famous voyage ., 

to Lake Huron. A cairn commemorating the event bas been erected 

five miles south of North Bay where the Lavasse river crosses 

highway #ll. 

Although this same route was used extensively during the next 

260 years the only settlements which resulted we1..e two small fur 

trading poats. One was located at the present site of sturgeon 

Falls where a drop In the river necessitated a portage. The 

other was on Lake Bipisslng at the mo1ith of the Lavasse river where 

the fur traders bad established a camping stte on the broad beaches. 

Far trading ta the region began to decline by the middle of the 

nineteenth century· but the route attracted the attention of Great 

Lakes shippers who were seeking a shorter route to Lake S'Qperlor 

and the west. As eEU,li as 1854 a parliamentary proposal to find 

a shorter more etf1c1ent route to Lake Superior was passed and in 

the following year, 1865• '1'· c. Clarke was commissioned to make 

the survey. 

R1s proposed route started at Montreal and proceeded up tne 

Ottawar1ver to tlle Mattawa river. Here the course turned due 
. 

west up the Mattawa river and 
. 

1ts obatn of lakes to Trout Lake, 

·overland to Lake N1plssing snd west to Georgian· &ay v1a the French 
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The cairn. commemorating Champlain'• 
tr1p to Lake Huron in 1615. It 1• 
l~ca ted five miles aouth or Jorth Bay. 
where highway #ll croasea the Lavasse 
river. 
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river:. Mr. Clarke described the mute as follows., n... . tour 

hUndred and thirty-one miles 1n length~ 352 .of which are· flt tor 

vessels of 12 .tbot draught, 79 miles re(pl!re improvements and 29 
. . nl

miles of canal. The motion was shelved temporarily with the 

result tnat as late as 1880 there was no settlement at Borth Ba7. 

It should be mentioned here that the idea of a Georgian BaJ/Montreal 

shipping route was not entirely forsotten. Later 1n 1905 and a 

secord time 1n 1910 the Borth Bay Board of 'h-ade reopened tb.e 

1ssue.. Each time new wrveys were made and each time very favourable 

repox-ts were written. Vl:l.fwtunately for North Bay .by 1910 the 

route v1a Lake ontario and Lake El'ie was so well established and 

served such a large populat1on that this second route would not 

justify the expense involved. 

In 1880 the canadian Pac1f1c Railway co•• began the extension 

of 1ta line westward from Pembroke m an at tempt to link w1 th the 

lines already laid !n western Canada. Topography dictated Choice 

of the route 1n ao tar as the sand and gravel deposits laid down by 

the ancient Ottawa r1ver and the HJ.p1ss1ns/Mattawa outlet~ provided. 
I

the most teasab~e road bed. some ,data was available &om the 

previms Georgian Bay/Montreal canal Surveys and with tb.is and 

his own exper1ence as a background, Duncan Sinclair aurveyri a 

right of Wf!.Y 1n 1880·. Although slightly 1n.land from the Mattawa 

river tne ltne followed the old glacial river channel. 

Q1'1g1na~ proposals called f·or a divisional point to be established 

at Callender but as 1t turned out there were 3 separate locations 

all called Gall.ander and all were within close proximity of one 

another. They were, the present s:l.te of Callander on Lake 

111p1ss1ng, a settlement at the head of Lake Nosbonsing and ·the 

1. 	GARD A.A. "Gateway to Silverland", Emerson Press, P.59, ,Toronto 

1909. 
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pl'eaent t01m of: Bonfield. s~"'Plellll11ng partially aattlad 

the issue by remarking. "Choose what route you please. but you must 
. 1

reach the north abare ·of Lake B1p1sstng. 0 He realised tbat the 

route alolJ8 the nwth shOPe was not only shorter but the beach 

terraces there provided a smoother road bed. Further, at the 
... 

present site of North Bay there was a broad flat sandy terraee 

bordering thelake. This was also a convenient distance from 

Chalk l\1ver. ot these factors the broad i'lat land with a conven

ient water supply favoured the choioe of North Bay over the other. 

Callanders and. on the 28 June 1881 cons truct1 on workers began 

clearing the site. By the summer of the following year, 1882,· 

the rail line itself bad reached the lake there. A terminal 

station with sbtpplng yards and l"epah- shops soon were bUilt~ 

With steadJ' emploJD1ent provided by the ra1l.Foad shops and 

offices and the offer- ot free raU tare into the toWll many people 

from Pembroke began to settle at lortb Bay. 'lhe majority of these 

bad formerly been employed as railway construction workers and 

today many of their descendants aFe ;Living in the city. 'l'h.e first 

·settler other than a railroad construction worker was William 

McFarlane and foz.t a tim h1a log home was used aa a church and 

meeting house. CrecU.t tor· cleartns· the f1rst land which later 

became the townsite of North Bay .is attributed to John Ferguson • 

. He besan coutruct1on of the first sh!ngled house 1D 1882. Thetie 

factors b;.,' th~mselves ee perhaps 1ns1~1f1cant. but this was th~ 

same John Ferguson who was so influential 1n the development aiid 

growth of Borth Bay6 who encouraged people to come there and l1ve 

1. Souvenir• "Old Home Weekn• Borth Bay 1925,. P.ll. 
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The beach terrace along the north shore or Lake Hip1aa1Dg 
provides the moat accesaable and shortest route to COIDIMID!t1es 
farther west. As a result it 1a used extens1Yely. This 
pbe,ecrapb• taken in tne north weat end ot the city where the 
terrace naProwa, illuatpates this use. The C.P.R. traaaoontln
ental line is Yisible to the lett ot the highway (#17 to Sudbury) 
while the C.H.R. tPanaognt1nental line through Morth Bay is 
appro~mately 400 yards ott to the r1ght of the pbo,egraph. 
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and who made m&DJ· tr!ps to Toronto and. ottawa to aee that tbe newl7 

settled area l.*eeelved prtopm: l'G:presentat1on 1n provSnC!al an4 

dom1nlon governments. 

wm. Macdonald opened the ttrst seneral atwe 1n l88S and tor the 

fbat time aupplle& cwld be put"Chaaed_ locally. In the same year 

atone quarrlea wel'e opened on 11a1n street• vest or Fer-suaon Street 

and euppl1e4 building .matQrial and rook till for the ratlroad. 

conatructlon o~ °CompaDJ Row0 , nea.l" the C.P .n. stat1on also began 

1n DeCember of 1883 and was expected to b.ouae other railroad emplo'feea. 

3tl'&nge as it may aeem. t-be enrl,J' sebtlevs did not 1th1nk of the 

site as a to.n and lt was refer~ed to onl~ as a mileage distance. 

tater, a camp clerk ordering natla tor a b.ouae looked. at the take 

then wrote, 0 Send ~hem to Borth Bay.0 Ule name liL-:e tlllil.llJ' 0 n1ck 

nam88n was Vet'J popular and it became otrlotal ID 1682 lfhen the 

settlement waa l.neorporatod as a village. 

Bi 1884 there was no repreaentattve tor tile Dlstrlet ot 

H1p1salng, but a Mr. Thomas f¥lurra.,., prov1nc1al member ot parliament 

tor Renfrew took charge ot the Dl&trtct ot lllp:lssl ng also. Through 

bla efforts the town ot North BaJ aecmrod thf.( a!1Po1Dtment or the 

d.tatnct Recorda Office and tb8 418trlct Jall. Theee influenced 

tbe c:tstabl18hment of maDJ' govemmen\ offloea there 1n later 7eara. 

fJ?O autJA~ ·the neede ot the J.noPeaa.1ng number ot ae~tlws a 

anurcb. and sob.ool ware constructed 1n 1884. Ths1 church served 

Protestant• aDd Roman catbolt.ca altite and sePvlcea wel"e admlniatered 
. -

~ tbe Reverend SUaa nuattngton and Fatbw cote. '!he achool• 

ton4ll' ealle4 the 0 .Log School"• waa built on. t'be atte ot the pesent 

aapttst Chwcm. 

~ 188& the to.wn had a ba:ak. In the same year ste"fl&Pt 

http:catbolt.ca


Huntington opened a printing off!c e and published the B1p1ssin8 
..3. 

Times,. the dlstr!ct•s first newspapel'. Also 1n laatrA. Hixon . 
surveyed tht~ bou:r:darS.es of the township ot W1dd6t'1eld and orgaDiza

tion was completed by the appolutment of a 

Although Mair.l Stxaeet was no more than .a -rocky11 stump covere4 

way 1n 1886 it was soon cleared, the old quarries were filled ln• 

and. a semblance r:G order was app1rent by 1886. With an improved 

street available, new stores~ noteably T.w. d;sants BOots and Shoes 

and Richardson and Company~: Tinsmiths were opened. Also 1n 1886 

construction ot the first hotel. the "Pacific n was begun. 

WhUe the c.P .R. was pusl11ng westward another rail com.pan)' • 

the Grand Trunk was building. north f'l'om Gravenb.urst. construction 

was begun 1D 1882 at the request of settlers who had pushed north 

towards Borth Bay. At tirst·_the rugged LaU1'ent1an Shield pl'oved 

.s forbidding obstacle but spurred by tho deuanda of the settlers 

.fu?tb.er north it was. pushed on. By 1886 the rail.. line had reached 

the tr esent site ot N1pissins Junction and established contact with 

the C.P.R. at that point. Tb.e first Grand 'h'nnk train i'l'om Toronto 

entered North Bay on c.P .a. tracks 1n 1889. 

Population tbrougbout the distriCt numbered over a,ooo at th1a 

tim, and the ontario Leg1$lature passed an act admitting Bip1ssing 

District tor repreeentatlon. On the 23 March 1869 John Lougi'Qn of 

Mattawa was elected district representa~lve to the provincial 

par11ament. 

'!be next year, on the '1 AprU 1890 a second act was pa.sae4 

incorporating the village ot North Bay as a town effective l January 

1891. The population of. North Bay numbered 1 •.726 and the town 

boundaries enel.osed '194 acres pill"Chased from tbe t01m.Sh1p of 

http:bou:r:darS.es


W1ddtt'lel4. 

TJ:le appointment of the district administrative seat 1n 1895 

was the next event whioh bears directly on the development of North 

Bay. At this time the boundtirles of the d1str1et of N1p1sf1Dg were 

somewhat indefinite. however, the area extended .from the noFthern 

limits of Hastings cou:'lty, 600 miles north to Hudson's Bay, and 

stretched ovw 100 miles westward from MattawQ. Within. this area, 

the three towns of Sturgeon Falls. north Bay and Mattawa all sought 

tbe a.r:-po1ntment but an al.ection on 14 March 1895 eliminated StUrgeon 

Falls. The seoord vote. held to decide between NoPth Bay and 

Mattawa was hotly contested· and many irregularities occurroed. It 

was reported both the quick and tbe dead voted. however, in the f'1nal 

count liorth Bay won by a margin of' 8 vote.s. This appointment 

favoured North Bay by attraot1Dg o~her sovernmant offices wbioh d1d 

not have to locate at the district seat. Both p~ov1ne1al and 

dominion offices for all. or Northern Ontario have continued to lee ate 

1n rlorth Bay. largely due to its 1nereaems communication net alld 

its central location to most other nortbsrn centres. 

While Il'MUlY settlers had located east andwest of North 1387 

alons the rail line others had continued north from Mattawa by boat, 

up the ottawa Fiver. As EU:ll'l'J as l.880 some had reached the head .. 
of Lake Tem1skam1ng. Now 1n the 1890's tney clamoured for a ra1lw 

l"Oad to connect them with southern Ontario.. Soil.s 1n this "Little 

Clay Belt" had produced good crops and further colonization' 1n that 

area seemed possible. The Hon. F. R. Latchford proposed a ra.1l 

l1ne to connect existing settlements and at the same t1me t\trther 
. ' 

colon1zat1on of this tar northem area. A bJ.ll granting a charter 

to the Tem1skaming and Northern Ontario Railway was passed 10 May 
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1902 in TOI'·onto and a proV!neial comm1aa1on was appointed to manage 

the venture. Because of existing rail connections the proposed 

route started at Nortb Bay and continued north to the head of Lake 

Temlskaming.lt was hoped to develop new farming and lumbering · 

communities 1n the intervening areas·. The ra~l line, which st~ted 

as a colonization venture, bad its success assured when silver was 

discovered on the right_ of way near Cobalt. With thla discovery 

Ontario experienced its i'irst mining boom. The mines were judged 

by some as the greatest deposits ot silver 1n the world. This 

new discovery prompted a general mineral development tbrougbout 

Northam Ontario and a smelter to handle the ore from Cobalt waa 

constru.eted at Trout Lake. Although no minerals were d1seovel.'l8d. 

close to the town. North Bay prospered hom the developments i\wther 

north and became the dists.-!buting and collecting centre f'or wood 

and mineral produets. Expanding railroad yard~ and shops c.oupled 

with new wholesale and Ntail dtstributol's attracted more people to 

North Bay and· the population grew from 2.,337 1n 1900 to 3,813 by 

1905. 

Bi 1910 the population of tlle town llsd l'ea.ched a high of 6,..110 

and the people were beg1nn1ng to seek building lots outside the 

tOw-n limite. To provide more room th8 CIW101l passed a b)T-law . 
to annex 1.306 acres from the township of t11dd6f1ild. This new 

land was almost tWice the area already occupied but 11laDY felt such 

a large new area. was neoessuey ·to provide room tor futve expansion. 

Although the popula t1on almost doubled 1n the preceeding five years 

and continued to increase steadily for the next nineteen years the 

rate of growth levelled ·otf quickl;,v and, the total of 2.100 acres has 

been able to supply the needs ?f most, even to the pres•nt date. 

http:Temlskaming.lt
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In 1911 the Grand Trunk Railway extended its line from 

Nipisa!ng JU!iCtion to Borth Bay 1n orde:r to tie 1n with its trans

continental line. In the same year it began construction or a 

station and freight yard. The station itself was between Fraser 

street and Ferguson Street and served both the Grand Trunk and the 

T. & N.O. 

From this point. 1911, it 1s difficult to attribute the rapid 

growth to any single factor w historical event other than an 

overall development of Northern Ontar·1o. As new mining districts 
,orth

opened 1n the north and. to the sot~tli-west., North Bay developed as a 

transportation centre and both rail and highway tac111t!es expanded 

to meet the new demand. Many immigrants settled in North Bay to 

work as labourers on the railroads. By 1915 the population had 

jumped to lo.ooo and Uj 1925 the number had increased to 14.ooo. 
In that year. 1925• the town ot North Bay was incorporated as 

a city and was the lavgest urban settlement 1n the district. The 

next four years saw tbe .development of the vast nickel deposits of 

Sudbuey and the gold mines ot K~nd Lake, SchumaeheD, south 

Porcupine and l~oranda. All across Canada these were considered 


"Boom Yeatts" and North Bay was no exception. The population had 


increased to over 16,300 and future growth appeared certain. 


Tourists brought added prosperity and the first resorts began to open. 


In common with ·the :rest ot the w,orld North Bay suffered during 

the economic depression of the thirties. The rapid growth slowed 

almost to a stop. Between 1930 and 1935 the population inereased 

by only 241. To make matters worae1 the city fell 1nto debt and was 

unable to meet pa7ments on loans floated to cover an overambitious 

improvement plan1 1naugurated 1n 1926. N1tb many other communities 
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1t had to seek'pl?OV!ncial.aid and becsme subject to the rules and 

regulations of the Ontario Mun1cipal1t1es Act. City administrators 

are still labouring under the burden of this large debt and as a 

result finances are often unable to cope with present problems. 

lt was 1n tb.ls depression pel'iod, on the 28 May 1934, that news 

·ot the birth ot the Dionne Q,uintriplets at Corbeil, Ontario flashed 

across the world. · Curious tourists flocked to the district to 

see the tinJ tots who were put on exb.lbit1on in a special courtyard 

behind semi frosted glass. Callander and Corbeil were more 

directly affected by the event but both were small cammun1t1es and 

could not accommodate the thousands who sought lodging. They bad 

to drive to North Bay, and almost overnight new tourist courts and 

cabins blossomed along the highway. In little more than two years 

nearly every available l.ot bordering the l.ake shore between no~h 

Bay and the Lava~ river bad a cottage or a tourist camp built upon 

1t. These sites were favoured by extensive beaches· near a main 

highway. conditions. wh1ob did not exist arour1d Callander. 1J:lb.is was 

the beg!nning of the modern tourS.st trade for North Bay and lts 

surroundiilg region. Many visitors who came to see the Qu1nt-plets 

were so impressed by the :rugged scenery,. and the abundant fish.,.game 

that they returned 1n following years to spend their holidays•. 

The influx of tourists was aided by the bililding of new and 1mproved 

highways to Toronto. Ottawat 'rem1skand.ng. Temagami aDd Sault ste. 

Marie. By 1937 air port facilities were available at North Bay 

and a1r travel became a new communication link with other larger 

oentl'es. 

The population declined slightly during world Tiar II because 

many men enlisted in the armed services ami many others sough't 
/ 

http:rem1skand.ng
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employment 1n Southern ontario where bigb.ezt wages were available. 

On the other hand act1v1ty and empl.oyment w1th1n North Be:y 1nereased. 

Railroads were always short handed but there as in other aetiv1t1es 

women and other people who bad. been previously unemployed tilled ,many 

positions. 

Post war developments.have again increased ~he extent of tl'ade 

and commsrOEh Added to this is a revived and much publicized 

tourist industry, which 1s steadily increasing. During the war 

the airport was used as a tl';a!ning base tor Ferry command pilots. 

Although their hangars and bu1ld1ligs wez-e left vacant at the end of· 

host111t1ea,tbe R.C.A.F. bas recently established a Jet fighter 

training base there allri activit,- has again increased. Runways have 
w

been enlarged• new barracks and a complete new totJnsite have been 

eonst~ueted~ all of wh1eh prom;tse to aid commerce within the city. 

Thl"oughout the history ot Nortb. Bay and 1t.s surrounding region, 

development bas been dominated by commun1eat1ons,., Settlement 

lagged beb!nd that 1n Southern centres because of the rugged nature 

of tile cawuU.an Sb.eUd but the first rail lines provided a means of 

communication tothe 1nter1or·and s-ettl.ers followed on the heels of 

the lumbermen. North Bay was fortunate in having one of the few 

broad level sites suitable for urban deve.lopu::ent and at the same. tlme 

-s a suitable distance from other centres that it could benefit 

from developments throughout Uorthern ontario. settlement attracted 

more settlement and moPe rail and road lines until North. Bay became 

the most :i.mpoz-tant land transportat1on hub !n Ontario no:rtb. of 

Toronto and west of Ottawa .• Lacking industries. the city developed 

as a rail and bigbway terminus and as an adm1n1strat1a.n centre for 

Northern Ont~io. Until the mid 1930's the railroads provided the 

http:cawuU.an


majo:t.. sou:t:•ce of 1nc.ome i'or the ·townspeopJ.a. In recent years. 

howeve:t ... the tourist tr-affic has increased rapidly and provides a 

second major soU:i}Ce of income. 

Just wba t events may occuzt which v!.U influence the growth 

and history of. the city no-one can say but 1n any case the communic

ation net and the touztiat trade will still be important factors. 
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THE NORTH BAY REGION. 

AD urban reglon de.t1ned. by all. tb.e possible envtl'omnental influences· 

wo~ involve maqy complex relations. In order to simplifY matters~ 

a d1scuaston ot the region as defined by the trade area of North BBy 

was chosen. This involves t:ae major act1e1ty ot the c1t7 with 

respect to the Slll'rounding area. At tb.e same time examples ot all 

-other enviromnental factors which could constitute an urban. region 

can be found within this trade area. Indeed ~ome of the activities 

to be discussed will extend for beyond this trade boundary.• but, as 

tar as 1s possible, ail attempt will be made to show how the f'unot.ions 

of North Bay are influenced b'J the "regionaln environment and how 

this region, as defined above. is served or influenced by North Bay. 

The regional boundaries extend nol'th to Temagaml, east to 

Temaskamtng. Que., and Mattawa. south to Sundtt14ge, and west to 

Hagar and Noelville. 

COMMUNICA!fiONS 

Quick commun1cat1ons throup Borth Bay could hardly be improved. 

All but two of the transcontinental zta11 lines and highways JBSS 

through the city. TheDe are supplemented by air transport. A 

,boat line owned by tb.e Ontario Northland Railway operates out or 

North J3ay and serves ths French Rtver district. In addition all 

these toms ot transport are aided by tranaworld telephone. telegraph 

and teletype 11nes, a local press and a J.ocal radio station. Such 

an extensive commun1oat1on net has extended some ot the influences 

of Nottth Bay over much of Northern ontario. however. these tar

reaching lntluences are generally in the f'Ol'l'll of adm1n1strat1on and 

distribution. 

Locally these communication ltnks have extended the North Bay 
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trade boundaries to tbelr preaent lkd.t. stimulated settlements. 

provided onplOiDlent. made lfO!'tb Blq tl1e ·dtatr!ct admln18tltatlve 

seat and at.t.mulated an overall 4evelopm8Dt ttwcupout Bortbem 

Ontario an4 the Shield. 

The rqlon,. While serv«t bJt majOP transportation routes 4oea 

lack 1ntertonnoctmg roacls azd hJ.ahwa7lf• i'bie 1s due :In no small 

waJ to tne ftSSGd terram or the shield. whleb. makes conatruct1on 

of aa7 form 4U't1ou.lt. 

gaJ.lwaza There are tbree rdlwaJ cotEpmles operatJ.ns *hreushwb 

tbe reston. file,- are the Canadlan Padftc llallway• the ·cana(l1an . 

National Railway and. the oatal'lo Northland Ratlwa7. The Canadian 

f'aclflc ami the cana«1en National. eacll operate a maiD transcontinen

tal 11ne. -a. ODtal'lo nortbl.and prov!filca a l1Dk between swthern 

Olltario and the rleh sold mtntng areas and cl&J' belts of the. 

northePn pet or the province. AltbOUSb thla llne terminates at 

North &Q'J a Gana41an Bat!onal line £rom Borth BaJ' to Toronto com

pletea the l!nk w1tb tho aouthland. Ita schedules aPO arranged to 

comclde w1tb those oe the o.s.a. ln thla wa7 tb:rough north-south 

baJ'flc OPfW'&tes with a m1n1mum of dela:r. The Rallroad Map snows 

the conoentftt1on ot rail lines on lfOl*th aa,.. 
ver-a taw reponal products m,o expo"ed I'IJ these rail companies 

but extena1vo ~.-ds are req,ulNd. 1n Borth Ba7 to b.antlle the ·tre!Sbt 

wb1ch must be Nrouted to other •estona. As an e~le the o.n.a. 
bantlles one hal.f the total wood. pulp p:rotmoed 1n OD.ta3110• not to 

mention tlle ore and m1:n1ng eqllt.pmeut. 

a approxtmate total or 18 paasense traina enter and leave 

North B&J' evfSF3 ~. ot these. twelve run eaat-nst. and s!a run 

nol'th-soutb. fhe maJor1t,' or these stop onl.7 at the larger towns 

http:operatJ.ns
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but eaOb. companJ operates at least one local tra1n a da;y which stops 

at every settlement• large or small• along the right of way. 

Rigewazs. All maJor transcanada aDd transprov1ne1al higbwaJ travel 

1a routed Via North Bay. The surrounding region beneti.ts greatl7 

from these direct 11nes, however~ as with the ra1~waya~ the t-endene7 

1s to focu.s most of the regional trade on North Bay. Some secondary 

roads act as 1ntercozmect1ng links between settlements but the major 

portion of the traffic 1s on highways #ll, #17., and #63• all oE which 

connect w1th1a the eity.• 

One truck1ng compaD.J' and f1ve bus lines operate daily schedules 

1n and out ot the o1ty and these. supplemented by outside companies. 

give complete and rapid transportation as far west as Sault Ste• 

.Maz..1e, north to ·Coc.brane. east to Tem1skam1ng and Ottawa and south 

to Toronto. No general statistics tre available but the Deluxe 

Transportation Oompa111 1n lforth Bay employs 179 p8J:>sons and has 6'1 

trucks, busses and llght transports operating throughout the region. 

Bl~way maintenance and coustruct1on 1s of prime importance and 

over 600 miles of highway are supervised by the Department of High

ways branCh 1n North Ba7. Tb.e highways under thell' jurisd1ctJ.on 

enend east to Pembroke. south to 'b.-out Creek, west to Hagar and 

north to Temagamt. In addition two laPge road oonstmction compan:!Bs 

have located at :North Bay and do tl'ut major repairs or build new 

links for the res1on. .Because the higb.way traffic has increased 

so enormoualJ 1n post-war years a new by pass around North Bay 

1a umler construction. When completed th1t1 by pass w1l.l facilitate 

the thl'oush traffic ot the regton by reUeving muob of the congestion 

and reducing delays. 

Muskeg, rock. snow and frost boils still constitute the major 

http:jurisd1ctJ.on
http:beneti.ts


A section of road cut through an outcrop north ot North Bay.
Many such cuts are often necessary when highways are built 
in the Shield and make construction both costly and d1tt1cul,. 
As a result there &1' 8 few 1ntt4"eonnect1ng roads through the 

sparsely populated aroeaa. 
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bighwa,- conatwotlon problema. but modem equipment ana new methode 

ot road conatwct1on bave !rnpMved matteva. TW1th modem equipment 

and telet,-pe commun!Cat!on tbe Dep&l'tment or IU.gbwaJ'& baa been able 

to keep evGI'J road open tlwougbout the worst storms• 

.r,.,1r Travel. Ill 193'1 the. Dep;rtment of ~anaport tnr•ugurated ! ta 

first Thna•Canada flight. Dovt~ Ba1 was chosen as one ot tbe air 

atattona on the route and an airport 1d. tb lGng runways was oonstrucbd 

three mUea no~ ot tb.a c1tJ"• 'ale alte chosen 'or conatruct!on 

waa a talrl)' level area of tbe GOfl&ma &md}r Uplands :t"ee:;lon. The 

level nature of the land made eomJtruotioa I'elat1vely easy and the 

elevetlon enableC a;u. tranaputa to sa!.n belant 1?apldJ3'. Aleo 1 t 

was close to a large urban. centre and. lllShwa:~ oonnectlona to the 

c1t7 wer•• acellen~. During World -~ail II the a!rpo,rt alsQ ae1'Ve4 

as a Feft')' oommard tralDins ooae. smoe 1945 a J:eeder sef'vtce'haa 

been 1n operation and connects KapqaJmsJ.ns wltb Toronto ana north aa,-. 
In 1953 two new atr routes wlll cOYmJence operation. One .from 

ToPon.to via Novtb Bay to ltoranda.ROUJD 81'ld ~-mln& will be flo1m b7 

canecU.an faolt~c AlrUnes. :the otbW trom ~ortillto via Bo'Ptb. Bay ana 

sudbu.ey to the Lake Head. w1U be fiflWn bJ' /frQ!l& canada A1rl1nea. 

To supplement these f'Usbta a private abUne has establ1sha4 a 

seaplane base at r.t'Itout :Lake and elao sQJ'vea tlortb BliJ'·• 

Althouab coc,~pot1t1on w!tb otbet· available means of tranapo;rta.. 

tlon ls keen. app~o.xima'beJ.7 Voo a1r express &nd 450 air eargo 

cons1gnments were tlown· infor out ot North Bay in 1951. ~eae 

inc lUlled suOb 1tema as Oavlar fDom Sturgeon Fulls• drlll!ni equ!pment 

produced at North Bay ana. tl.cwers flown into No:t'th BaJ'. 

l't1r trave~ within the reston .Ss limited because diatanon 

Involved a1-e a.bol'fi but 1D a.pec!al ·eases such aa tourbt end m1Dtng 

http:sudbu.ey
http:canecU.an
http:ToPon.to
http:KapqaJmsJ.ns
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act!v!tlea local tllgbta are ~tant. 'ltle alpSf'1oant polnt 

Ia that tt speed J.s astm~!al the region does poss-eaa a maJor 

a.tZ.port and can meet the demand. Ful"'~. Gltbougb the maJor 

po:Pt 1s at ~th BaJ'. amall local atPl:lne ._. speea; all and blah• 

WSJ' t:uanspOI't _, ava1la1ae to Unk the otb•r maJo:r c~ittes 1D 

t.bG JH:t&lfm• 

F1nally1r the most :recent deve:l.opmflltl at the Dapu•toent of 

T-r:anaport aJrport., !a the new R.C.A.P. Jet: flfJb:ter ua!Dln& baae · 

e.stablisbe4 thve. R.unW.J' OD4 h8npl" .feo1l!tles ha:ve been inc~sed 

snu a oew townsite to bCDaa the metwletl pwaonnel bas beat con... 

atNCted neal' the airport. 2ld.a new ntttlome.nt wlll u.ndoubtedlJ' 

benet!t' :iorth Sa,i OOID:YJ18HiallJ• 

mer i!ONJS of QGDtB!l&AJt"lO!f· Tbese !Delude the telephone. 

telegJtapb and telet~pe plus a local newspapm:+' ana local raa.to 

stetson. "The telesrapb linea o~ opsl*ated b: the ~al1310lld eompan1ee. 

Dl addltllln the o.L."V.{i. mamtalne and operatea tb.e telephone l1Dee 

nollth '' moermee. Til& 8&11 T'elaphone offtoos In ~OAh Ba.J hPU'• 

vtse an area 1iblcb Gamtis wut to Fon William,. sot.Jtb to ea.rrte 

and east to B1saotte. L!ne ~as.ntenanoe orewa opei•utu eae«> to 

etasetts. aoutb. to' .Suntlrl.cJsa. west to Haser f!Hld J.nclude Wl!dt\e.ftold 

tmmed!alelJ' to tlle nortll of: Nortb 887• tJI.ltbin tb!s l.ocal. reston 

the¥ alao au.pel'Ytae J.7 pP!vate com,antoa encl serv1ce u.ooo pllone.a, 

!b1e ladloates a vq blah depoe of a.-v1ce controlled from Borth 

S&7• 
1be Oortll .8aJ1 nG'VIap&pe!'., the Dd.l-7 llaggot baa a 1'8Q1onal 

e1rculat1on o~ approxicatel,- u.ooo and malntaina looa.l &nd WO!'ld 

vd.de news coverage,. Al~boush the 11mlta of' et~t!on extend 

north o'f -re~aott to !noJuci~ EDglebBI"t the otllrt.r boumtar!ea fall 

http:ntttlome.nt
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Top photo shows the Department ot Transport airport 3 miles north 
east ot Borth Bay. Whlle level areas such as thla are few 1D 
the Upland areas this site was chosen tor its elevation. proxim1t7 

• to Borth Bay. distance trom Toronto and the tact that tew land 
forms or large urban developments present obstacles to landlngs 
or take-offs. Below 1a a view ot part ot the new R.C.A.F. 
houatng development near the airport. 
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wltb!n the trado aHa of •rtb Bai ard lnclud~ Deux R1vers on · 

the east, south R1ver on thO south IUl(l Wf.utren oa ~. weet. 

vo applement the nevapapep the regloa la also aerve4 bJ' rudlo 

station c.P.c.s. located ID Borth !~. At :peaent the atat!on ope• 

rates at an outpat ot 1.ooo wat.ta am the een of p:rim&JIIJ' coverage 

exteruia east and west a distance or 60 miles am novth to eoutb. a 

c.U.ettmOa of 40 m1l.ea. 

In nearl,J' evq 'caae. 1'6S1onal tl"~tmSP"OPtat1on and comrmmtcat1ons 

ar~ contnllod f~Olll 41s~ct or bead offlees loCated 1n Borth Bay. 
' 

'ftleae oompen1ea ol.ao pi'Dvide emplo,ment for! many ot tho people w1tb1n 

the ztealon. and Borth 8aJ 1D paPt&~• 

.s£T'tM!§$ 

settle•nt t# the reston was held back btU cmrMUrdoat1ons wee. 

available. As more road enrl n1J. linea •ere bu:U.t more people . 
enter6fl ttie.,vea and settletl alons tbeae routes. ropograpb¥ now 

ae !a.the late lSSO•s confhle4 most ot the settlement to co~at1voly 

narrow ak-1pa along these 11nea. Ooneantratton veuall,- occurred 

1D pockets wbare res~ces such as ·powe~ ox- £Otteat products were 

available an4 aocesaable. Deoptlans to this above statement ave 

tbe two lars-e agr1cultanl areas ~~'round Verner aDd Powassan, ruul 

the commu~llcatlons, bub at Borth Ba:f• 

The reStonal lafluence of NWtb Ba7 eztcmds out from the Clt,' 

1n belts ·or zcmea whleh correspond to 1ntens1tJ ot t~e. 

Metropell'tan ti01'th Bay includes the f'ollow1ns; t'lve nttlements11 

W!.dde.t.t:e.l4 or Gatewa1' (pop., a,loot. is Smme41atel.J' to the nwtb, the 
. 

---abpoPt t;OUDS!te 3 mllea north east, T!Pmt Mll.la (pop. SO) B 
~ 

lnllea 

east, west l'ePr!e (pop. Z.400l 1mme4iatelJ south ot the c1tJ and 

Calland.e:r (pop. 200) nl!le mUes south or 'North B&J'• Althou§ll th!e 

http:W!.dde.t.t:e.l4


42 


last town Callander is 9 miles from the city it is served by the 

local bus l1ne. North Bay b1/lh schools and telephone exchange, and 

many of its 1nhab1tants .are employed or sb.op daUy in the city., 

The distribution of sab~bs in marked by a concentration an the 

north and south of the city lim1ts. Apart from Callader with its 

saw mill the most s1gn1flcant tom of emploJment 1s provided b~ 

the tOUJ:'1st industry in west Ferris. Even th1s last form 1s 

secondary to the employment provided w1 thin North Bay. Settlement 

occurred 1n Gateway and west Ferr!s primaril7 because cheap land 

suitable for urban development was :r!Jailable., the areas are readily 

accesaable to the c1~ and Pes,idents can enJOJ' city services while 

paying lower toes. Trout Mills 1.s at ;rr esent a tour1at centre 

but as tar as can be determined lt orlg1nated w!th the cons:tJ-uet1on 

ot a smelter to proctHHl ore f1:•om Cobalt. 1bis smelter no loDger 

ensts but the Pes1dents have been able to eap1tal1ze on the tourist 

attraction ot the lake. 

The Airport townS1 te is too recent a development to have ,any 

notleeable effect on North. Bay. Howevex-. the oommere1al :fae1l1t1ea 

and high school w1U probably be the first raajor links. 

Border~ this Metl'opolltan zone are tb.e settlements of Ferm1a. 

Rutherslen, Bonfield aD!l Pewassan. Althou.gb. not served by any o£ 

the city owned aervlees these eommun1t1es are closely llnked by 

com,:r:erc:lal act1v1t1es am many of their 1nllab:ltants are employed 1n 

North Bay. These form the outm- liY:'lits of tbe commuter zone and 

a11e w1thin a .20 mile radius o t the c1 ty. The remaining eoRmun1t1ea 

of Temagami to the north; Tem1akam1ng• Mattawa and Eaa Claire to 

the east; Trout Creek• Port Loring,, South River and Stmdz'14ge on 

the south and sturgeon Falls. Verner. warren and Hoelville on the 

http:Althou.gb
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west are s t ill w1th1n tbe Nor th Bay region but the tlea here are 

mainly co•merc!al or agricultural. 

It is evident that the degree of dependu.ney and service t)etween 

)Jor•th Bay and the reg i onal commun1t1oa varies directly with dis tance. 

This wlll be illus t rated 1n mare detail 1n ttw fo_ owing sect1ona. 

Also so'Yle com unities ou t side the reg1or~ ar•e 1n.t'luencad and in

fluence North Bay. 'These .latter cent r es have been omitted because 
. ~ 

they fal l w1th1n other urban reg1ona, &UCll as Kclr~and Lake or New 

W!s kiard .to the north·. Pembroke t o the eust , Orillia und Hunts

ville to the south and Sudbu~y to the west. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Although the rq1on around North Say still~-
contains much game, tba tur t~ada has declined to a mere trickle 

during the J.aot qu.art er centucy. However. soLJe com ercial tra;ip1ng 

is at 11.1. being c r.ductcd and tne maJor1 t.y of the trappers market 

the ir f urs t .rough dealers located in Harth Say . A small fur 

processing facto.r. iB also l Clcated ther>e. 

orestr~ . ·l~'orty yeu.r_s ago. timber cut wi thin a fifty mile radiuB 

of North t3ay a mol.D'lted to well over 6.>0 , 0 )() • J board feet of lumber 

per ;v ear. this ~1gure does not inc~ude pulpwood cut. •roday t he 

amount has dropped to ·litt.Le over l ou.ooo. ooo ho ..rd feut or dres aed 

lumbe r and the onl~ l arge sawmills in the rec 1on are loeatbd at 

1eld• Cache Bay, Callander , .Powassan, l'rou t Creok, Mattawa and 

North Bay . 1'he mil.u at Nor t h Bay and Gallande1.. or1g1nall)' used 

l 0es from nearby forests but at present have t o import logs by 

ra1.l. or truck transport. rhe other centros still have local 

s ;;urce• of sup. lJ or c a.::; float the logs 1n from areas fur t her away. 

However,, in ever;,y cKse available water courses and timber rt1ngea 
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were the locating factors. 

Fortunatell" lumber was not the onl7 forest product ut1Ueed•. 

Pulp and paper mills am wood processing factories loeate4 In 

Sturgeon Palla11 Temislmm:l.ng• Mattawa and ltorth.Bay• Sturgeon Falla 

ortginalq produced fine grade pulp and cellulose but when the 

source of SQpply was used up by 1927 the m1ll closed. Recently it 

has reopened and, Using second grade pulp Pl*'oduces lraft papers. 

Tem1ska1J11Dg proOuees · high grade C·ellulose and sources ot supply 

are st:lll available and should continue pr~f1table outputs tor 

years to come. Ava1lab1l1ty of waterpower prov.id.ed by a drop 1B 

river l.evela was the prlme locating factor in both cases. 1he 

Mattaw. factory manu.facturf.u~ pl.JWood and veneer ut111e1ng local 

reserves of basswood.. beach, maple and ptne. wood fop the lumber 

and planing mills at Nortb ~lay must be imported long distances 

however, a larse market and ava1lab1l1ty of IJ)od ooJJll1'1Wlicat1ons 

make tb.1s location advantageous tor the industry. 

Powe·r. The ruged. topograp!Q' of the She1ld has enabled the con• 

structS.on of' man:J hydro electric generating stations and if the 

necessity arlsea many more undeveloped s1tes are available. 

R,orth Bay has its own b'Jdro electric eompan,- and maintains 3 

small generators 1ft the tawassan area. In addition the c1ty 

purchases power tr om the Bydro Eleotrio Power oomn1ss10D (Ontario) 

installations at Ceystal PBJ.ls and the M1sslssag1 'l\Umel statio•~ 

'rem1skam1ng is a Comp&IQ' owned town and. company genewtors auppl7 

all the needs of the community. A power plant at the pulp f'acto17 

in sturgeon Falls also supplies tta om power. 

SUpplementlftg these previously ment1-oned saapoea/the nox-thern. 

and southern systems ot the R.E.J?.C. tie 1B at North Bay and 

http:structS.on
http:prov.id.ed
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adtU.t!onal power ts evaila.b~ fltom Des Joacbimea• La Cave and the 

Ab1t1b1 generatOP·• As a result of local supplies and the provincial 

power net POV!9it in the Nottth Bay region la. abundant and cheap. 

AGRICU I.ilOR&. 

,Apiculture 1n the Shield ta limited by topography, so1la and 

climate. The North Bay region 1s fortunate !n that it contains two 

relat1ve1,- large pockets of arable land. These are cultivated to 

varying degreEta and auppl7 some or the needs o.f the 1nbab1tante. 

The majol'lty of the t&J~"ms a:re general tl'Pe Gd J:t"Jw specialize 1n any 

one pPoduot. Altaough the map of agricultural areas indicates the 

location of these pockets ot land it ·should be noted that these 

boundaries are ·g.enei-al and !nclude much larut that is covered wlth 

forest or uneu1ted for agriculture. 

The flat CMl7 plains arouad Sturgeon Falls ard. Jiaga.Xt sustain 

prospepous .tarma. The ao:Us aPe relatively heavy but the flat 

nature permits a h1gh degree ot meeha.n1zat:1on. As a result eul• 

t!vatS.on 1a intensive. The majo~1ty ot the p:POducts such as f'lu14 

milk and seed oats an shtppad to Sudbury because higher w1ces 

are p!d there, however,. some products 4o reach Nwth Day. 

The heavy .rolling ~ay soils arourut Pdwaasan d.o not permit a 

vePy high degree of mechanisation and are more eu1table for daleyJ.ng. 

This belt j.a North Bay's Ch1ef source of .fluJ.d milk and other da~ 

products. Berms !D the Astorv1lle. Corbeil• Bonfield¥ Rutherglen 

and Eau cJ.are/diatrict·s are smallw- and often limited by topograp~y. 

AS a result they are less prosperous than the previous two areas but

s'apply some beef oa.ttl.e. veg_•t~;t?,les and d&tey products. 

Potatoes and other vegetables are 'avoured in the lighter so1la .. 

&Pound W1ddtt'1eld and Feron1a. Man7 f'mnns there could produce more 

http:daleyJ.ng
http:t!vatS.on
http:Jiaga.Xt


Farms 1D the PDwaasan area. Mote the rolling 
nature ot the land. Woods at1ll cover the steeper 
rougher areas w1th1n this district are lett ib wood• 
or used as grazing land. 
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and food wholesalers ww ld bu7 the produce" however, a 4ef1nlte lack 

of initiative is apparent. 

Sheep rearing !s 1ncrdas1:og tl'J.roughout the region. especially 

on the rougher land• and it is hoped this may raise many ot the farms 

from the present subsistence level which eb.m."acterlzes theUpland 

areas. 

Al.l ·agricultural products find a read.J market 1n the North Bay 

region~ the bulk being sold 1n the oity l'tcselt. Although the 

farmevs caanot hope to meet the entire urban der,land,. they do p:t>oduce 

95)'6 of all fluid milk sold: 1n North Bay and manage to export some 

choddar cheese,. 

The North Bay region is located immediately to the south and 

east of the rich mineral belt of NortllePn Ontario• however. small 

pockets of minerals do eXist. Gold mines south west of Temagam1 

operated befor-e 1939 but high cost of production caused a cessation 

of acttv1t1es there. A small mica mine operates near Eau Claire 

and at present constitutes the one productive mineral deposit in 

the region. 

Recently :i:'ich. deposits of U!'anium 308,. columbu1m and tantalum 

oXides have been discovered on islands 1n Lake N1p1s11ng seven miles 

south west of North Bay. If these deposits prove workable mining 

w1ll become another major resource of the ztegion and commercial and 

1ndust1'1al activitie-s rithin North Bay itself will benefit greatly. 

MilifJFAC~UHil~G • 

Manufacturing tllroughout the region. :Eevolves around forest and 

power resources.. ~herELa~s~o large manufueturlng areas but luge 

· plants do exist at Tem1 skamlng. 
' 

sturgeon Falls and Mattawa. What 
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other lnt\uatrS.es there m·e. are concentrated 1n North Bay in orde~ 

to utilise the conmnm!catlona available. 

Despite the avallab1l1ty of resources, transportat1on~ hydro 

el.eotrlc power ad a semS.•skllled labour force of approx1matel7 

17.ooo. the regi-on lags ln IndUstrial development. 'J!h.e major 
~ ', 

~auae for tbis lag can be attr1buted to the laek or a large market. 

It ts doubtful that manufacturing wlll ever rank amol'l& the dominant 

cnaractertatlca of th1s 01* an)' other northern ontario region. The 

best tbat can be hoped tor la that there. w1ll be a wise use of the 

existing nabutal resources suob as 'timber am that 1n future other· 

speclallsed Snduatl'les less depel'Jd.fmt on local markets will locate 

1n the. reg1oa. 

OOMDBGB.. 

.Baeauae of lts relative s1za• goo4 oommun1oat1ons and concentra

tion ot wholesale and retail concexana wltJ:d.xl the city. Reg1~1 

Commerce revolves arow:d Borth BaJ·• 'Rbe map oi' the 'lrade Ar~a of 

North Bay shows three zones of 1ntens1tJ' and the following seet1on 

1s a discussion of the regional trade wltnm these zones. 

The extreme trade uea is somewhat d1amond•sJ;mped. pz*Obabl7 

due to the fact that the commun1eat1ons l:tnes which govera settle

ment is diamond sh.sped.. Commercial act1v1t1fMl are l1m1ted by 

competition from other trade centres such as New L1akeard1 Englehart 

ami .Kirkland Lake to the north; "PernbJ.'Qke• Re.Qfrew and ottawa to 

the east; Btm.tsv1lle• Or11Ua and lloronto to the south and Sudbary 

to tb.e west. Of these centres the stl'ongest competition. probabl~ 
arll! o'f 

comes from S1l4bul'J'• It 1a not OnlJ'., tb.e closest twban centre but lt 

1e large a~d contains tile greatest concentration of retaU and 

wholesale d1atr1wters within a 150 mile racU.us. o£ Borth Bay. 

http:wltJ:d.xl
http:lnt\uatrS.es
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Other centres to the noztth., east or soo.th &l"e overshad~'fl84 OJ' at 

least affected by the prOS1m1t,' of neighbouring large urban centres 

and the pull is divided. SU4buey- Uke North Bay has no large urban 

ce~ntl"e el.ose b7 to interfere with 1ts COllh1lel"Olal sphere. 

on the map the zone of m1D1mum trade intensity includt:'S aetn~le• 

' menta which do have · some CGJmrlGrC1al conneettons with Worth BaJ but 


are tied. tiBbter to or are. w1th1D other regional bou:nd2P1ea. 


· The zone of moderate 1ntens1t,- 1nd1cates an area. wh!oh is 

served exclusively by el.l the wholesale• and some z-eta11, d.:lstr:lbu• 

tars 1n Borth Ba'1• Local retail stores serve manJ ot the rea1denta 

11,1 these oomrnun1t1ell bo.t most of the residents in these aettlements 

mfll[e numerous retaU purchases ln Borth Bay because of the wider 

selection of goocls and materials available there. Also the majortt, 

ot the produots originat inS tn the oommun!t1es ot tbls area are 

shipped to North Ba7 for market1Dg. 

~he zone ot max1mw.n 1ntens1t'J lnoludes all areas, outs14e NoPth 

Ba'Y it&elf', whieh are served dallJ' by COl111.!J.tlPC1al entei-prlses within 

the city or whose residents can ahop or are emplo,-ed in the city. 

Th1a zone corresponds to the commuter eone mentioned prev1oual'f• 

rn general oommeree w1tb1Jl, the reglon depends lars.el,- on. the 

aei1V1t1ea w2.t1Un Borth Bay• but because of the ~lat1vel:y small 

regional output and excellent comtectlons to production areas t1> the 

sou~ the city does not depend on the region. Tb& one major 

. exoepti.on to this last statement occurs ln the tou.l"ist season. 

lD summer months tl'8de wltb.1n the zone of mOderate 1ntens1t'f 

increases as ID.'Qeb as 40% due to the tcnar1,st tr~de and dellverlea 

are increased to keep paoe with consumpt!on 1n the reso~t areas. 

http:exoepti.on
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ADMINI3fRA5!IO:N. 

Regt~nal adm1o1suat1on• apart from townablp., toa OJ* v1llase 

ccune1ls., is centred in Bo:rtb. Bay. As a tunoti-oll tb.1s activity 

extends the 1ntluence of North Bay over most of the northern Ontario 

and eovers a muCh larger area tb.an the urban :regJ.<m. A more 

thorougb dlacusslon w1ll be g1ven ~D a following section under Borth 

Bay., The City. 

REC:REATlOB 

!f.b.ts funot!on has become of sme lmportance to the ztea;1on. 

Its rapid development dates from 28 Ma7 ~934 and. the birth of the 

D!onna Qu1ntP1pleta nea~ Corbell. Tour1at trad~ before that date 

was relativel.y small. 'lbe historical ·4evelopment of the 1ndust_ry 

was discussed unti:er a section 1a Chapter> n. 
Accommod.at!Ds these vtsttors and eaterl:na to their need.s 

provides a net annual :tncome tor the cU.str1ct or over $2.ooo.ooo. 

'lhe Economic Map snows tlle tour1st resort areas served. "b7 Borth Bay. 

The most concentrated area ltes !mmed.1ately to the south ot Bol'th . 

Bay, 1n west· Fen1a. Here nve miles of almost continuous broad 

san4y beach proVide tne matn at~aotlon. Location be~e ls favoured 

by the proXimity of bl.ghway fill wh!.ch parallels th-e lake shore for ~ 

of the f1ve Idles. Fortunatel7 the J:d.ghway. is located .far enougb 

'-~ ·~ 'inland to- pe-rtJiit£" settlement on the lake si.de but the- pull. o.f 

bus!ness and th.e concent:uat1on have stimulat-ed. the construction of 

cottages. houses and motels on the landed side of the higb.waJ also. 

Many of the tou~1sts aoeommodat&d there are over nigbt pests who 
a 

find the locat1on4conven1ent duy•s ~vel rrom the larger centres to 

the south and box-4~r cr~•sll't:l ~.t:.;t,s such as Samla• Windsor OJW 

N1agara Falla. 



The beach along Lake Jipisaing south of North Bay. 
While barely viaible through the trees a multitude 
ot tour1at cabins and cottage• are located here 
becauae ot the broad sandy beaches and prozir:1lty 
to highway #11. 



The other larae touriat resort areea are the south eaat shore 

of Lake Niplsslne;. Macha1~ &tld Deete lakes west of South River. 

Lake Bernard ne~r sundr ldge, the French River d1at rlct. Trout Lake 

and Talon Lake e.a~ t ot North Bay, Jocko Lake, >1a rten Lake and Lake 

T"emagami all nor th of North Bay ard the Klpawa Lakes nor t h west ot 

In nearl7 all or the abov.e d1strlcta the locating 

ractora.were similar. They are all comparatively l_.ge bodies ot 

wa ter with exc1t1ns,rusged. scenery and the relat1veJ.7 quiet surroun

dings provide tbe dea1red atmoaphere
1 

sought by the maJority ot the 

tourists. The lakes and atreama are also b1ologicollJ ideal 

breeding g rou d tor gaiH flab and Lake Blplaalng is known •• one ot 

the tlneat pickerel lakes 1n North America. 

All but two ot the areas a r e aoeeasable ~ train or car. 

These two areas are the l:'rench Hi ver dis t rict and aome of the Kipawa 

Lakes which muat be r acbed b. boat Ol" Haplane. Even the Temasaml 

.LA.ic:e dis t r1ct has a bOat aerv!ce wbloh enables toarlata to reach 

man7 resorts o~erw1se 1nacceaaable. 

·fbe resort areu.a mentioned a bove ar·e the largest and moat 

p o pular d1a t r1cts but other amaller a nd even more isolated altea do 

ex1at but because ot the i r relatiYe alse or isolation the regional 

1nf.Luence 1a neglliible. 

Re.aorta, hotels. mott~la a~ cabin• 'flth1n the North nay region 

can aocCIIIIUodute an estimated 5,ooo people. two thirds ot this 

accOII! a tlon being within a 20 mile radius or the c1ty. In 1950 

a total ot 7 .ooo touriata registered at the Chamber• ot Commerce 

Information Bureau. 

Large tNcta ot Crown land bordering suitable lakes and rlvere 

are atlll available. With the advantages or improved road COIIDDUnl• 

cation•• tuture developmmt or the regional recreation tacllltlea 
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A highway aignpoat near North Bay. Income 
derived tram the touriat trade comprises a maJor 
portion ot the wealth ot the region. Note the 
maJority of the names appearing on this post
indicate the routes to tour1at resort areas. 
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Trout Lake. Note the rugged. scenery am island studded lake. 
Thi• example ia but one of many which attract tour\•t• to the 
region. Th1a photograph wa• taken while ice stil~covered the 
lake. ~ 
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Present Home ot the Dionne Quint~pleta. 
Their birth made the modern tourist possible. 
While no longer on exhibition nor acting as 
the main attraction ror tourists, they still 
draw many sightseers to the region. 
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~an be expec.tect. 

summm North Bay is the heart of a· region wb.J.eh has been defined 

on the basis of regional trade. Resources such as timber and pulp 

are shipped via North Bay and suppl!ea to th.e region are· distributed 

troin wholesale and s.ome retail warehouses 1n the oicy. In return 

the e1 ty depends em the region tor some of its tourist trade, for 

some foodstutta,r for raw pmter1als and as a market f'or 1ts own 

manufactured produoua. However• all regiona~ development and trade 

has_. been made possible by the communleatit)n 1"ac111t1ea centred ln 

the city, ami tbJ.s dominating futlCtion has made the regional inter

dependance one sided,. 1n favour of :North Bay. 
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CHAPTti2. :IV 

· NoRm BA31:, '7ME ern 

The purpose ot tb1a cnapter ia to discQSs; the v eaent actlvltiea 

within tbe city ot North 8al' and to dlacusa the land use wlth1n the 

city lilaita. The Function Plan• made t-ram ..ta gathered b y the 

au t hor in the tield wlll be tbund 1nside . the back cover ot thia 

report. In preparing the plan. the fo l lowing twelve categories ot 

land use were ditterent!ated: tirat class bouaes. seoond clasa 

houaeli, third class houses, fourth class houaers, co.merc.ial propert7, 

ind.uatrial property, public buildings, •choolgrounda, churchland• 

· parkland and hospital proparty. Each use will be discussed but 

reference to the map will prove helptul to the reader. 

The population or !North Be~ aa deterrn i llBcl by the city asseasment 

off!c• 1n lQSl nu.bered 18,6oo. Table i1 gives the approxi~te 

etbmlc breakdown at that time. 

-table 11 

iACIA~ ORIGIN 

Br1t1ah ••••••••••••13,631 
trench •••••••••••••~.460 
Italian •••••••··•••• 890 
Berman ••••••••••••• 317 
Miscellaneous........ 312 

file maJority Of the W&38 earners ara eaployed in some fOI"Dl Ot 

coa:munioatlona (notea~bly the ra1lroada~. commerce or- adm1n1atrat1on 

and barring oo..-roa, the oth«!r two a1•e v..-.:1 atable forma or empl07

ment. '.rh1.s 1s ver1f"1ed by the tact that there .., tew transient 

rea1denta and 85" ot the homea 1n tbe city ar e owner occupied. 

MUtfiCIPAL IILWUliSTRATIOU AIID SERVICES. 

C.1 ty soverJVDertt 1JJ attn1n1Btered b..!f a mayor, ten eldertDen and a 
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cit): clerk. ~ll1s cmnoU ts t'espons1ble tor the admtn1strat1on ot 

all c1t7 services and supervises all publle commissions. Inolude4 

are the foll·owlng departments: a Jollce department,. cona18ting et 

a eb.1et. tbJ;t;ee sergeants.• one lnspector, one detective and eleven 

constables;. a fire department o~ one chief and t1tteen tll'e-flghters; 

a publ1e works department wbich supervisee street malntens.nce, water: 
..works and sewage disposal,;. a board of .education which 1s 41v1ded · 

into Fubl:lo aDi separate School Boards; a hydro comrnlas1on which 

adm1n1sters the c1t'"t owned ilydl'O system; a planntng board; ·a 

recreation councU and a hospital board. 

The streets tn the city were surveyed at an early date and as 

was the custom of tb.e time they •ere laid out on a modU1ed sr14 

patte2n which tended to p&r'&llel. the 0 .P .R. l'a:ll lln.e • As tar as 

was possible th1s reciangular grtd pattern conformed to the topo

graphy which except for Pr1est~'s ftS.U 1s rel.at1ve17 flat. Rock 

outcrops caused but one dlvePalon and tbt.s was on F.Pont Street near 

suth Avenuch 'lhls does nO't mean that other rock outcrops did not 

interfere with tb.e streets. theJ dM., noteablJ' 1B the sO'tlth end of 

the city. ·but the ta ttern remained r1g1"• If a roclcy ··outcrop does 

bisect a street the name usuallJ remains the same on both s1des of 

the outerep. The ma!.n traffic arteries aueh as Cassells Street and 

Algonguin Ave•• have interrupted the pattern more 'than topography. 
W..Q S. 0'7?7et17'),E!S

Hames of streets which cross these tgw ·arteries oft:ea ehange. 

Th1s tends to be eontu.sSDg but the number of such o~eJ are few 

and warnins 1s usus lly g1vea by the tact that a slight jog w!ll be 

apparent. AS an ald to location the c1 ty has a4opted the lOO-to

.a-block e,-shem :ln numbering bu1ldings. 

WlUiD.J.n~' the city tb.&re are 49 mUes of public roads ami streets. 
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12.43% of which are paved. Unfortunately there •~• little prov1a1oD 

made for widening the caa.1n traff ic rwtes and in recent years these 

have proved too narr-ow to handle tbe increased traffic. 

can be done to wldon in Street but same boulevards have been 

r•emoved and a street wideni ng program 1s 1n etrect on Algon.:gu1n. 

Mci.nt~re.J Caasalls and Oak .Streets. all of which t?ear a maJor share 

ot this tl"ef'fic. Md~r; trwff1c coutrol Mtkod.a have been tried• 

t he moat recent of which are the t1..affic sit;nal light•. nowev"er 

even these have failed to sol ve the problem in summe r> r:1onths when 

tourist traffic is · at a rDMX1mwD. It is to be hoped the new 

.tlit)lW&J' by-pass Will eliminate the bottleneck of lain Street . 

one other important point w1 th respect to t h e street plan is 

that tho tendenc;t ot the rail road. to designate tt.te direction or 
ttleir :~ards w1til. J."88pect to the e eneral d1recti.on of the line, baa 

been CQ rr1ed over to the city atreeta. All streets thut parallel 

the c. P ..R. line nave been designated as running east and west 

despite the f&ct tuat tbeir direction with res pect to the compa:;s 

pointe iB closer to being north ancl south. Heterence to city 

bou daries., mad6 1n this report will at all times be wltb respect 

to the compass points. 

water auppb, a prime. neeeac 1tr in any oo811Dunlt), is ivail.able from 

two aources. Lake Nipiastns and Trout Lllke. The lattet> was favoured 

over Lake U1p1esiQS beeauae of its sreater depth and ~cteria-tree 

water . In Alddition the Oogama san~ Uplands which border Trout 

Lake provided u suitable location tor a reservoir. With a h1gb 

reaervoir only one set of pwnpa ., those at the supply station., are 

required and the flow trom the aupr; ly duct at Treat Mills is by 

gravit;; . Tod&j, there arv •o miles o£ water ma Lna in the cit~ , 

http:d1recti.on


Example• ot rock outcrop• in tne re•1dent1al area• or the c1t7. 



63 


howevel:"• the mstn supply ducts ~e taxed to capacity and water 


pressure 1n the Priests Hill area and 1n west Few1s otten «rope 


to a seriously low level. ~his added .strain has been the resul:t 


of expansion since 1945. · many new homes and business blooks have 


been bu~lt ant'l areas not ~ev1ously served have bean added. New 


and larger mains w1U be needed but undePl,.ing bedrocks, outorops 


· and. otheP undeztlll'Ou.nd obstacles make this a very costly project 

and action has been delaifed! fJlhe ooat to lay mains through out

crops wicthin the c1t~ has rr evented tor J'&ara the extension of 
. . 

piped water service to some res!dent~al areas such as thoae to the 


east o·f Princess Street.: 


sewage and WtiU:t'e d1apoaal 1s also a major problem til l$rge oommunl• 

; 

ties. At rresent a group of septlc t81lks along the lake shore 

collect waste from a major portion ot the clty. The untreated 

solution flows from these tanks lnto Lake H1pisatng but a few 

hundred ..teet offshore. This has resulted 1D a pollution of the 

water which otherwise woulu provide excellent bathlng tac111t1es 

to loeal residents. ·. ~tany years a'go voters passed a proposal to 

contract tor a chemical sewage disposal unit and although 1t has 

been delayed consideration is bG1ng given to a plan which may ~esult 

1n a ~f.9oo,ooo d1apoaal plant. Fatumt otty expansion llas not been 

overlooked and the new plant if constructed will have a capacity of 

3 m1ll1o:n gallons a daJ'• 'lbe waste though pumped tnto Lake 

N1p1ss1ng will first be pul'*ifted of all bacteria and w1ll be disposed 

far· offshore•. 

H:yd~~ electric power came to morsb. Bay at a Vef!'3 early date blat 

u···;til 1940 th1s power was controlled bJ' private and prov1nc!allJ 

owaed eornprm.ies. . In that year the city establlshe4 1ts own power 

http:undeztlll'Ou.nd


comm1as1an at a cost of $243.000 hoping to reduce the cost to 

consumers. the plan proved successful am two reductions have been 

made 1n the power rate. !'he pPeaent rate -tor domestic consumptf1on 

is s.a;a. cent~ tor the f!Pst siXty hours and o.s cants for tbe 
. lew 

rematnder. · This compares favourably witb the power rates o~ 

HamJ.lton Ont. where J:qcbto electric powel! 1s considered to be vela• 

t1velJ' cheap. sources aDd ava1lablllty of supply have been d1scusfB! 

and :lt ts evident that p~ in BOPth Ba7 1s both cheap and abur4ant. 

It is thus understandable that Htn'th Ba7 ·housewives usa mo1~e electr!
1.

cal appliances per capita than. those of any other Ontario community • 

Edueat12Q• City edacat1on boa:rds a4mln1ster a total of thirteen 

.schools. Of tbls total five are publtc· lower schools•.four are 

separate lower schools• two are girls' boarding colleges, one 1s 

a publ!e collegiate aid vooatlonal school and one 1s a bo7s' 

boarUing college. The lower schools are ev~ distributed 

threughout the city and the ma3ortty are located well away from 

major traffic routes yet within easy aoeess of most homes - both 

desirable oond1t1oDS where cbll.dren ~e Snvolved. The uppei' 

schools are all loe$ted 1n the west end of the cit,'. Howevez-, 

eentral1zat1o.n,. though mo'e de~1rable, 1s not as necessaP~I here as 1n 
" 

tb.e ease or the lower schools. In their Pf'esent location these 

uppe:C sobools have spacious 7ards and lawns and the 1land is relat1
:· . ~ 

vely flat permitting the- plaome.nt of sports fields a_nd other 
,-... , 

recreational units. In add1t1on a pl"'Vincial Normal School 1a 

loeatw in Noi'th Bay and se.rve4 all ot Northern Ontario. 

Religi~iJ. ApproX!m&tel.J' 66$ of the population m?e ot Protestant 

http:the-plaome.nt
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faith and 34~ 1u•e ot Roman Catholic faith. A total or 21 churches 

admln1atw to tlle religious ueeds ot the community. Four are 

Roman Catholic, :tour 'United, two Anglican,. two Baptist and eight 

a:f'e of other dt'nom1nat1ons·. rio d.ist1n.ctton between Pl-l)testant or 

Itormm Catholic churches are made on the tunctional plan. Several· · 

chUrches· appear 1n or on the border of the commercial eo~. 

However. theae wben erected were within a residential area. They 

are all large chlU'Ches and the!.!" central location enables· them to 

serve a large, wldel'J 41str1buted congregation. Most ot the 

e~.es within the present residential areas are newer, usually 

serve smaller oongt'egations and as a re~ult are smaller in size 

than the older cburcb.es near the centre of the c~ty. This de• 

c.entralizat1on places most churches within walk1ng d,istance of tlle1r 

congregations. 

Recreation. Recreational facilities w1th1n North Bay are adminis

tered by a full-ttme Recreation Dtrector and a Recreation council. 

In conjunction with the Fubl.1c School Board they operate six 

ehildrens' plqgrou -,ds Chlring the summer months and numerous out• 

doo.r rinks 1n the winter. In addition they aupwv1ae and ope?ate 

Memorial Arena and Amel1a Park. ·Others pari's within the city are 
0 

Lee Park in the s.outh and the Ce~~aph Pro."k• A de.t1n1te laclt of 

parks is apparent w1th!n the e1cy. Th1s situa·t!on is probably 

the result ot 1nsuff1c1ent .:f\mda. However, the ne'ad tor more parks 

should never be Wlderemphas1aed. Lee Park and tho Cenotaph grounds 

are well kept and appealing to the eye. Unj'ortunately Lee Park 1s 

located at the extreme soutnarn lim!ta_ of:,_.th,e city~· s.nd wll1le 

serving as a very .attractive approach into the city. 1t benefJ.ta few 

of the local residents. The Genotapb Park 1s neur the centre ot 

http:benefJ.ta
http:cburcb.es
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the city and is the only park which can directly serve the public. 

FUrthermore both Lee Park and the Cenotaph Park are relat ively open 

areas and do not provide a true "green belt " which contains fairly 

well wooded areas. One other area i n the north east section of' the 

cit~ has been set aside for park space bu t it is relativel y undeve

loped and is open like the preceed1ng two parks. Alth~~h it is 

one of the larger residential areas no provision for a park of' 

any ' kind has been made in the north west end or the city. 'I'here 

are still a few unoccupied af:'e&s unsuited for housing or othe ~ 

commercial and industrial sites . which could be used as parkland 

and attention should be paid to t.he d evelopment of these areas. 

Certainly more parkland and i mproved p~ying f'ields would serve the 

community well. 

CotftiNIOATIOIIS 

Throughout its comparat ively short history North Bay has 

developed as a communications hub. Although this has been supp

lemented b' other functi uns• the rail• highwa~ 8nd. othe-r communica

tion l inks still dominate the local scene. or these t hree links 

the railroads have played the leading role 1n the development of the 

city. 

The Railroads and North Bay. There are thre e main railway 

companies operating 1n add out of North Bay . They ar>e the Canadian 

Pacific Rai l way. the Canadian Nationa l Railway and the Ontario 

Northland Hallway . Both the C.P.R. and the O.tl.~. ff¥linta1n 

extensive rail yards, divisional shops and divisional administrative 

offices 1n North Bay. The C.M.~. while maintaining no divisional 

shops or offices located their diatr1ct off ice 1n North Bay as early 

liS 1917 • 
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The beach terrace at :North Bay. The upper photo shows 
the terrace b ordering the lake with a line or boxcars. 
some or the shops, the smokestack and water tank or the 
C.P.R. visible along the top. The lower photo shows 
the e.xteil81Ve marshalling yards built by the C.P.R. 
along the top of the terrace. 
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Ap prow.m1(Y\o tely 2...125 f'!'en and women are 4K'lployed in North Bay 

b' the tbree railwa-' comp6ln1es. ~his figure represents 25%P£ the 

total labour force of 6.soo men and 2•20Q women available within 

the city. 

The poa t war trend 1n railwa}l·a hus been a sw1 tch from steam 
d 

to diesel elec tric locomotives. 'l'h1a may have a marko~ effect on 

~playment within North BaJ because engine maintenance and line 

operating costs are reduced sreotl.y lry us1~ diesel electric loco

motives. Repair Sh~ of tlle C .f .R. located in North Bay pr1marllJ 

because it was a c01Dven1ent oparattna distunce tram Chulk Hlver. the 

previous d1via1onal point. With the 1J1creaaed mlleut;e possible 

the C.p.R. has now moved its diesel m1ops to Chapleau and 1~ the 

present t read continues a not iceable drop in employment will occur. 

It 1a to btl hopod that th• possible drop of .-mplO)t»ent ln the C.P. R. 

ahops will be of faet bJ' increased • •nployment a•1ailable !n the ex

tensive. new diesel shops ot the o.N.R. at present under construction 

ln uorth Bey. The answer will depend on tuture developments. 

'l'b& property 1n uae lltld occupies by tho rail1•oada was allotted 

a SGparate categor~ 1n the land use ms.p for two reasona. Firat the 

railroads play a very large ~ole in ~le activities or the clty and 

aecondl.J the amount of property occupied by this type of land use 

la ex ten.a1 ve. In comparlaon to o ther for~a of l and use which 

provide employment for the ros 1denta ot Noz•th Bay the a:nount or land 
0 

occup ied by the ra1lwa~s is almost directly pr,lpox•tional to the 

ntAmber of.peopJ.e employed. 

The le~dl terrace along tbe lakeshore wus the locQt1ng factor 

tor the o.f .R.. and moa t of th• Iatd or~inally purchased by them baa 

been occupied t:Jy ahopa • warehouses • otf' lces and ll)arllla l.ll!J& ;,yarda. 
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This has cut off a major po:t.,tion ot the city from the lakeshox"e 

and occupied much land suitable for other forms ot ttrbtm develop

ment such as parks or housing. 011 tb.o other band the c.r .n. was 

instrumental in toundL~ the settlement and 1n 1ts present location 

1mmed.J.ate1y ad~acent te the lake fron~. creates few obst~uct1ons to 

expansion ·0"~ trat'flc so com;1Jon to ma.ny other eommun1t1es. 

The 0 .l~ .R. wb!oh, occupies the .second largest portion of rail 

way proper'ty 1a concentrat·ed in a compact unit along the southern 

~imits ot the clty. This land is less auttable for residential 

expansion or comraere1al purp.oses than the C.P.R.· property and at . 

tlle same time 1s far enough removed· from present r-esidential and 

eommercial areas that it too caWJes lJ.ttle interference. 

In contrast to the ho~din.gs of the ppev1ous two rail companies, 

the (;.2: ..R. prope:c,ty thQUgh much am.aller• does and wUl cont1nu.e to,. 

lnte:r:.fere with development withln the o1ts. Traffic obstruction b 

the central section has been red.ueed by elevatlng the rail bed and 

building subways., tbroUSh which pedestrians a:nd automobiles can ,Pass 

However., cn."'oasi.ngs west of Algonguin Ave. and east or Fischer Street 

are level crossings. Also Fraser Street and Sherbeook Streets 

have been completely cut off to auto traffic• 

...~ main rail line eutt!ng through a residential area is undes1,

rable but the problem 1s where can :lt be moved so that lnte:~?terenoe 

ts at a mtn1mum yet service wUl be centralSied. What is equally 

disturbing 1s who ·anall pay the coatl 'llhe olty can not afford to 

cm.d the raUway 1s loath to give up its central location and also 

pay the cost of moving. Legal title to the land S.s held by the 

c .N .R. and an order to move the line would not only involve a 

costly court ·1ssue and the outcome would be dou.bt1\ll.. A solution 

http:ho~din.gs
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will raqu11'e much pl.annh1S an4 cooperation and perhaps 
' 

the problem 

will nevez- be solved toeveeyonets sat1stact1on. 

The greatest ·obstruction. to tra.:t.tic occurs in the south end 

ot the cit-y whe:ue .Main street 1e toroed up over two sets .o.f level 

oross1ngs~ Here there ts a sreat deal of congestion and the 

trattlc tie ups are a constant m 'Ol!Ce of trouble to loGal 41-tvers 

snd travellers alike. An overpass of sOme scttt is the only solu

tion and the :ra1.lway oompan1e.a appi'ec1ate the problem. Un~ortunatel-y 

this proposal when put to a vote was re jeeted by local resld$nts so 

the congestion !s likely to continue for some time to come. 

on the whole North Ba-y ls fo~tunate tha.t ra1l lines do not 

interfere more witb movement •1th1n ~e city. There is also 

vacant land adjoining these Fail .11nes that rna,- be used tw any 

future industrial development. 

1\~@wa:vs. North Bay 1s located at the junction of highways' #ll 

and #~7 and 1s the southern tePldnus fo7! b:tshway t~63 to Tem1skaming. 

These all converse 1n the central area of the city and add to the 

congestion of the ..downtown traffic". A new by pase is at present 

under construction and when completed will enable through traffic 

on any of these highways to oont1nue without delay.. This by 

pass.ing of tra.tflc may have a detr!Inental .effect on summer tourist 

trade w1tb1n the city butft 1s hoped other. benefits wil.l outweigh 

the da~imantal aspects. 

'1'-he regional office of the DepaPtment of Highways 1s located 

1n North Bay and employs many lee al residents· permanently. To 

others 1.t offers seus,;mal employment during swnmel" months. Estab

lishment of this b~'anch b.as definitely aided the development of 

Borth say and the higbw&J factl1t1es available to local residents 
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are excellent. 

Air Lines. The Trans Canada All'l1nes and Lakeland Skyways operate 

daily ecbedules tor the convenience of local· residents und b~ the 

summer og 1953 these two eom.panles will. be suppl.emented by Cune.d1an 

Pac1f1e Airlines-• Tod.Sy l~orth .Bay is O.."'llJ' 1 hour's air travel 

from .Toronto and 3 noux-ts air trsvel from t~ew York. In ad.d.1t1on 

the Depa:;...tment of Transport provides daUy weathe~ forecasts tor 

local residents. 

O'tb.ex- Forms or ODlllt!lU.nieat1on.. Locally tb.e city 1s served by the 

North Bay Daily Nugget• radio station C.F.C .H., the Bell U'slephone. 

Company and a local bus line operated ·by Deluxe Transportation. 

Perhaps 1t 1s because the local t>e.s1dents are so comr!luniea:tion minded 

that in a citJ of 19.000 people thera a~e appro~ataly 9.ooo 
telephones Of wb1Ch 6.-000 8l'0 in Pesidenees. 

phones the Bell Telephone co. has an o:peJWat1ng staff of 133 persona. 

Deluxe co. busses carried over l.zoo.ooo passengers and to 

operate these busses and other forms ot transport the co.--npany 

employs l'lS persona., 

COlvUEH.C;B. 

Apart .f'rcm the stores which cater to the genenl needs of the 

residents, two other types of eomci18rc1al enterprise are apparent 1n 

North BaY• ftrst beeause ·or the central locat1on of North Bay and 

1ts excellent communications, there are a multitude of wholesale 

ment sto:t'es and gift shops catel'ing to the tout-1st trade. Howov~r, 

nearly eVWJ store la:J?ge ·OF $illall de:t-1ves a large percentage of its 

income from the tu~ist trade.. In sU111!1er montbs it is not uncommon 

to sea woolen winteP coats, sweaters etc• ., displayed alongside 
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Sort!!e. are eager to 

bu!§ these woolen articies \lee~e. of' the fine qua lit!f oi tb.e Plateria~ 

and some b~ur:se: thc!!J:t believe that stnt·e th.e.!f er-e: norcP, o£ ttte bo·pder 

the.!f ShO\l.ll.d tlul some "typ1ea l1J northern apparel " , as; a ~~en.lzo. 

Service to local rest.t.'ieYJtS ts excel l ent end. pr iv6t.e~ owned 

enterp~ises eNt supplemented~ larger dOt't'Jinio:n-...,..:f.de chain stores. 

Ol'd~s placed in f'tftnufactu.ri."6 centres cal1 be. del i vei!"ed bo Nof'tli!it 

f)a.!j trl th a m1n1mun~ of d~l&.!f because. a,lt_ forms of d.ir-ee:t ~t11ca t-

ion are available. 

tion c osta. 

'This land U9E. ca"te5o~ includes all land. oc~pied b;J retail 

bu.s!nesses and by wholesale wa1~e hou ses and offices. A-l l ~ly 

commerce centf'led around the only suppl:f depot cNa~ La.blC.. the C .. P .R.. 

station . 

st.reet, bowaver, exp.an'S l O!ll tb reed the newer aRd larrger a to~s to 

build alo~ Main Street. 

added cost of const r-uction there -when other mol"'e su,U.able areas 
I 

existed to the north a nd west was ou.twct1Sh~ bl1 the. £inattcial 

benefits oC ce.ntral1-zat 1on. "This cav.sed a geneC'al anift to t.he 

new cornmeroia.l street arxi Oak. treet degene1:'h t ed into a s ocond 

clas s l:rusine&$ sec t i on with seoond rotf! hote ls . More recently new 

s t ores nave spruna up along MClYl~f'e. Stroo.t:- 5lnd post. wac develop

ment there has been rapid. 

'Jhe ~'lOP !hO?J'S that the lareeat portion of thin type of land 

u~e is ccHlCentrated in a belt between Oak St:re e t and ~!c intyre 

Street and between Poran ~~tre ... t i n the north west. and Retsina Street 

1n the south eust. Other areas do eppeo.r ,.nd a r e evenly scatterec1 

along the major tr•aff1c routes. Howover, it. is the large con
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Part ot the rock outcrop upon whiah a maJor portion ot the 
Commercial core has been built. Thia view taken trom 
Mcintyre Street towards Main Street shows that while very 
few acres are lett vacant they are uaed to stare aBtieles. 
Future expansion will prObably make construction on even 
such an area as tnis economically feaaable because strategic 
location wlll outbalance coat of construction. 



centra t ed belt thll t ia known a a the '1commerc1sl core " . The 
~ w 

wide..st P}'t ot th1a belt 1s between Casael... a ::>treat and llylde Street 

and ia the result or the convergence ar maJor traffic routes. 

This is expeciall:y true alorlt} Fraser Street which con: acta the 

C.P.R. and c.N.~. atutlona. 

The la teat expana Lon ha a occurred at tlle expense or the 

residential areas bordering t n e comme.·ciul core. This annexation 

of the trunsition zone is a natur.U. phenomenen. Aa yet lack or 
availa ble a1t ea baa not fcrced the expansion s kyward with tbe 

result that there are few blildlnt;a over four stores blgb. 

Although highway freight is rap1d.J.7 gaining attention and 

the wiloles~:ilera distribute b y truck transport they still Import the 

bu lk or tneir products by rail. Wholesale warehouses and off ices 

h~&Vf.t located along the railroads whet•e th&J have the advantage or 
easJ rull transfer direct trom fre1w1t oar to tbe wurehouaea. At 

the aarne time t hey a • neur• the retail storea. 

"Today there a w no unoccupied lots available tor develo pment 

within tbe commercial core. Although retailers may expand further 

into residential areua or expand akywurd• any new wholesale ware• 

nou aus will be rorced to locate on the outsk1.;..•ta ot the city where 

c l1eaper unoccupied land does exist. 

f!AaiUFACTliRI.tl(i JJIDUS.!!!. 

The 1nduatr1al d cvttlo;ment of North !lay 1a comparatively small. 

The maJority are small local 1nduatr1es like bakeries~ dairies and 

others which a r e ll80eaa•ey to aerve the e1 ty and to a ane extent, the 

region, but tnere are few manufacturing plants which produce article• 

tor "other reg ions " . This can tJe illustrated by the !'act tha t tile 

p~yro~l for the roar largest industries totalled only f85o.ooo aa 
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compa!2ed to the ra1l.Poad payroll of $5.,820-000 tor the same per104. 

The larger industries and the number they employ are l!ate4 

below: 

C&nad1an LODgJeaz:a • •••• * • •• • ••• ,. •••3.95 
Qraig Bit Oo. Lt4•••••••••••••••••150 
Borth Day Mica Ltd.•••••••••••••••• 82 
Great; Bortbem \Yoods IMmber co•••.• 60 
Rah:D Metala• •••.•• • • • • • ..... "' • .. • • ... • • 45 
Standard Planing Mills Ltd.....·••• • 44 
InapS.ratlon M1ning.&·Developments. 

co••• 30 plus 
• J 

.Al.tllough there 1s ~o mJ.ning on a lal'Se seale. oloae to Bol'tb Bay 

except the drill~ being oouduete4 on Lake Niplssing,. 1t 1a 

noteable that fmr of the seven industries. are directly ·Connected. 

wlth minhls act1v1ttes. 

1ihe ·canadian LOngyea• co. prOduce.& diamond. ·aril11ng equJ.pment 

to conduct ezploratl-onj the Craig alt co. produces mining blta and 
-

drill rods and also does oommePe!al maohlne shop W~l"~J the No:.t'th 

Bay Mica co. pl'ocesaes sheets or m1ca mJ.n_ed near Eau Cla1re; the 

Insp!rat1on Mlnins and Development Co. wb.o have been lnatrumenta1 

1n open.1ng up the 118W..£anilw• oolumb1Um BDd tantalUIII ore deposita 

are not pl'!Jnalt117 a . t~turing mdustey but they do produce some 

drilling equlfpment and also do oOilDTIEtrchl machine eh&p work. 

Rahn Metals is a brass. alumhl'lun and .lead. toun.til'J and wh1l.e they 

produce castings ·Of all types the.Sr products are used chiefly by the 

n!lroadse pulp and .paper mills and mining concerns tbroushout 

northern ontario. 

Gztdat Northern woods COrt1paJ11' and Standard Jtlanlns M.1lla Ltd•. 

are. as thelr !Ulmes dmpl:y. engaged 1n lumbe:rlng. These two oompanie 
-· 

are the onlJ' lar'$e lumber concerns left 1n North Day and b.ave to 

import their logs from other centres such as Latolltord. Cache Bay, 

or any centre close at hand where tlmbezt is being cut. The Geeat 



.. 
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Lumbering at North Bay. Two large lumbermills operate 
at North Bay, however they must import the timber from 
other areas and as a result have located near rail roads 
and main highways. 
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orthern "'ooda although lt also processes green l ot)B or1g1nal. l;y 

uaed timber cut trom ar as whiCh bad been ravaged by forest tlrea 

exclualvelJ. Ill auch tlrea DBJ11 ot tno trees aN onl)" scorched 

and when aawn up prodDeo e~oellent lumber. Nort h Bay waa chosen 

aa a alte for thla industry beCause of lta strategic location and 

the c011mu llcat1ona available for 1n1porttng the loga and ah1pp1ng 

out the lUDiber. 

There •~ otber lnduatrlea located wltbin the city but theao 

e mplo7 relativ.elJ tew pe.r•aona or are seasonal torma ot e mpl07JDent. 

Wlth a population or over 1 " • 000 tbe c1 ty has a labour pool ot 

In the t a ct ot a atea4117 

1noreaa1n,s population, more or larger lnd.uat~riea are needed to 

maintain the pr oaent level ot emplOJment and t he per oaplta income. 

In North Ba:r thla ...~1,.252 1D l9bl and resulted ln a family bu71ng 
l

lnco:ne ot $4,.872,. whic..t-:1 la $1,.:580 high_. t han the Canadian average. 

A large percentage ot tbe work available 1s tor unskilled or aeml

&itllled labour. Trudeamen who nave becor,le al{1l1ed in their tr&de 

whl!e l n North I3ay J ft nd promotion and pq incl~os aea llmlted wlth 

t he reault tba t man,- go to other" ci t1es •eek1ng e mployment. 

Although tJ)Od oo11mun1cat1or•• and plentiful auppl1e• ot hydro 

electric power and wate :' are avalla i>le and tax conceaalona can be 

grunted b the council, the lack ot general man•t"ilcturing 1nduatr1e& 

cun 01117 be attributed to lack of 41 large market. P'\v thor lndua

trial devttloptHDt 1n Borth Bll'J' aeor!UI to depeud on apec1al1aed 

induatriea which cHD utlllse local raw •ateriula or are not atfecte~ 

by pro~lm t7 to market. 

Tbe land cl~sa1t1ed • • lnduatrlal p roperty includes all areaa 

oocupied b7 •anu!aotur1ng lnduatriea. The areas Dltipped include 

1. Sales and Jlanage ment .i&aga a1ne 196~. 
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all 1mustP1al property whether occupied by buildings, used as 

•torage space. or merely left 14le., !rhe maJot<tity ot the existing 

indus tries are located on oza adjacent railroad propel'"Cy. Tbia 

a1though a natua-al. tarideney 1s not a neceasitJ" in North Bay because, 

with the exception ot tb.e. foundry, industries· there are not engaged 

1n tJhe man :faetur1ne; or processing of ~vy products as are heavier 
•~ r4S'I:-N9s · 
• 1n other centres. However., pr~m.!t7 to the railroad even though
A. 

tt J.a not a necessity 1s still advantageous. 

Other amal.ler industries_, such. as baker 1tu:~• dd1~1ea and the fur 

processing plant. though not near a rs1lroad are situated near main 

thoro'llGhfares and are accesaable to a~l forms or au.tomott.ve tr@s_por
...·5··: 

tat1on. 

ltDMit~ lSTRAJ£101. 

Oommun1oat1ons and its at11ategie location have been the major 

factors :ln looatlag many rea1onal. admin1swat1ve of"t'1ees 1n North 

Bay. '.Fbe citJ' also tunct10D.S as an adm1n1stt•at1ve centre tor a 

very ·large area of Northern ontario. l:lot only is 1t the capltal 

and Judicial seat of' the D1str1et of N1p1sa1ng but it 1s also the 

location of the following prov1no1al e;ovwmJent offices: 

Crown Landat Game and ftsher1es11 Crown 'limber• Fire Ranging_. 

Colon1zat1on,. Department ot li!gbwa)7s,. Dept>tmen1; of Agxt1culture11 

Provincial Police, &y.Wo Electric Power Commission end the Ontario 

Northland Ba1lway. 

A J.,:lst of ~omin1on government t.J.£t1ees located 1n North BaJ' 


includes: 


Railroad Mail Se:MT!ce, .Post Ofts.ce Inspection, Customs ami 

Excise, National Employment. Service, Department of' veterans' Afta1rs, 

the, Am7 an4 A1r Fo%'Ce Recru1t1q:J Depota11 and the Dep.:"rtme.nt ot 

Agriculture. 

http:Dep.:"rtme.nt
http:au.tomott.ve
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These .Pzaovinc1al and Domird.on of'fS.ces vary in the extent of 

the area they control. but 1n gel'lGral they cover a zone west to . 

and 1ncluding the D1str1~t of Algoma•. north to Hudsons Bay• east to 

Pembroke and swth to Bu:t'ks Falls• 

In the case of' nearly eve"1ey office mentioned above the area of 

jt.u.~tst.Uct1on ls extensive. This !s a vesult of the comparat1vel7 

sparse population tla"oughout the llOJ:thern part of the province. 

'!O make the establishment of such o.ffioes :~JBOt1cal, t~e number cf 

people served must have a mln1mum :U.m1t ·and the botmda~ies mnst be 

extensive enougb. to include ·this ~qu1red number. .Nonh Bay was 

·chosen as a· locat!Dg .at te beeause lt.s strategic locatl.on and direct 

communications tao111tate the jUP1sdict1on of large areas. 

number of adm1n1strat1ve offices cover a significant portion of land 

w1th1n the cit~ l1rti1ts. To reduce the number of categories on 

the .tanot1onal plan the SJ~llbol. which denotes public pPopwty 1ncludes 

land owned or buildings occup1ed b3 fe4eral,provine1al or c1v1o 

governments. The largest area occupied by thia type ot land use 

is in the n~th·ea:st pu~ ot the ()1. t,-. i'bis was en- 8Y!fi!8 training 

and noliiiD& camp dnPif6 world w~ II. · Since that time manJ' 

bu1.1dings lmve deteriorated b-ut some a:tte still U$Gd bJ 
/"-

the Reserve 

Arl!lJ' and as oft!ces for other £ederal sovernment departments. , Vilhen 

orJ&:I.nall.J' purchased th:\S site was l.~moved from an:s settled 8318&. 

Today urban develOpment has ·extended JSt this locatf.on In the search 

tor suitable building areas. It m&IQ' of the delapikted buildings 

here could be removed the area could be set uide fox- hous1ug. 

Ap~t .from th1s one J.arse area,.. other $llaller areas .1n tb.ls class 

are well kept and 1f not located ill or close to the commerc1al core, 

they ~e located where they 1nt.-f'ee l1ttle w1th res14ent51sl • 

http:locatf.on
http:locatl.on
http:Domird.on
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industrial or other forr.~s ot .U.nd use , also they a e all readily 

acce~aable for ol1ents or employees. 

HJU8l1llj. 

:::h1le it la comparatively ai .:nple to differentiate boua :"tJl8 tr0111 

other land uaes and even one general class of housing from another, 

the n mbe1~ of subd1v1aiona ot housing 1n a general survey ot thia 

type are usua lly limited to tour for s1mpl1city. hlso onq the 

predominating class in any area was mapped and it is possible that 

lower or h1Qber clas s dwe111nca m1gbt O<S\..:Ur within a.rq one ot the 

housing &J.'ti&W mapped. Further, it should be understood that there 

a.:•e no hard und talit rules which might 11ld one 1n deciding where a 

border line case aait;bt .fall. I.ge, 1uprovementa, size and enY1roD• 

ment all pluy a part in determining the type of house. For ezample, 

a new houae might be first, second or third class depezuiing o .. the 

aap t: eurance, the architecture and the cortlition of tue surrounding 

erou .ds. In contrast to tn1s a ten year old home mi ght be ca.a~ s 1r1 

as first o.iuso it it were extremely well kept and of appealing 

arch1teeturkl daalgn. 

In anJ case. t1rat clas s homea can aoon bccom~ dGCDnd or tnird 

claaa bwea and in ¥ uor'dw J.ine caae the ditferSDCe betwet.n any 

two conaeeut1 ve clas;jos may consist m.erely ot a coat of palnt or a 

new lawn. 'rhe AOc•panylng pb.OtogrMpha lll.'e included to help 

ll~uatr~te the dltterent typee. 

Cl¥ss 1 Uoua191. t he maJority of houaea placed 1n thl8 category 

were new or built within the past tlve ;yti ura but others wh1.ch. were 

older, extremel, ..11 kept and of a ppeal1ag design were alao included. 

s urrou ding lawna • nd ;yarda were conaldered and the condition ot tbeae 

tirounds oZten meant tbe d1tterenoe between a t1rst and second class 

houae. 
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Examples of Class one hou•1ng 1n the 
Pr1eat H1ll area of North Bay. 
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The plan show.s that only a VeJ!'Y smsll pez-centage of the al'ee 

contains tbst class housil1S• Such a condition !s not uncommon 

1n an:y commun1'ty and as is generally the ease 1n ~:roan settlements

ftrst class hOuses are fairly well concentrated tn one section of 

the city. ln North Bay this area of eoneentrat!on of first class 

homes 1s the Priests Bill section; w.ast of Algonguin Avenue. 

It 1s a comp..at1vel.y new re.s1dent!al area and the type of housing 

unl t was controlled by looal bullding rastr1otions which spec1t1ed: 

that only houses w1th a high m1n1mum coat of construction could be 

Tb.e area is also on the outsldrts of the c:t.ty 

tar removed f:vom the comme~ial core and .from industries. r.rhe lancl 

1s very well suited for houe1Dg because 1t is .fa1rly level, he& 

tew rock outc~ops to interfere w:tth the landscaping oP excavation 

and 1s well d:Pained. 

Class II Houstpg. Houses 1n this category are ma.1nly OJder homes. 

still 1n gootl condition and usually cm&tl*Ucted of brtek. Some 

ne?J homes,. such as those eonstrueted 1n the Priest• s Hill district 

or on Cassells Street. were lnclud,ed in tbis categoey because ot 

their small size., linappea11ng arrohlt$ehre or general lack ot 

1Hprovementa. 'J.lh1a class comprises the second largest ercea devoted 

to housing land use. One large group surrounds the transitional 

zone of the coremerc1al. coN aw a second large group sut,rounds the 

Class I housee of the Priest 'a Bill area. The majority of Douses 

in these areas have been first olass homes and weJ?e the class one 

houses of pre war· years. At tresent they ere cwmad or occupied by 

wage earners of the middle or uppe:r income brackets.. The land 

devoted to this type ot housing is also well drainedlP not interrupted 

by rough topography. In the case of tho brow of" Priest's Hill it 



Examples of Class II housing in Hortb Bay. All are not ot briok 
construction. however they are uaually older homes. While houses 
ot this class are well kept and have many improvements they still 
do not rank on a par with those in Class I areaa. 
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is more ideal ror vea1dent1al development than some of the first 

class land types bei.ng built on toda)' because of the veey seen1c 

view• 

Class J.:ll liousiy. ~his class com}W1aes the largest area devoted 

to housing land use. Althousn thee al•e a fow• vary few, new house·• 

in tbis catesor,y, tbe majority a1~e older houses oi br1ek o~ €rams 

constru~tion. many of the m,ore I"ecently constructed third class · 

In many cases a fresh 

coat of paint and improved ·pounds would raise theaa dwellings to 

the rank o:f second class homes. .However • all l~equil"'ed improvements. 

Blocks ot third class homes appear throughout the city but as 

anticipated the third class houses a:tte in the tFa»aitional zone 

around tlle commercial core, between _.eas of' second class houses and 

f'ourtb elass houses or near railroads and industries. 

all 1ow rental type homes and as a geneml rule house the families 

of labourers or the hourl'J wase gJ:Woup. Their loca t1on often 

coincides with the poorer bullding sites which azte low41 wet or 

1nterFUpte4 b;; outoropa and are therefore sold at a relatively low 

priCCh 

Class IV Housiy • some of the houses 1n this class are two store)' 

.frame structures, otller.e are low squalid dwellings ot unpainted 

wood or perhaps covered with tarpaper. The examples which appear 

on the accompanying page look much bette~ in the photograph then 
& ' . 

. 

they. did 1n tho .t1eld_'i,m_1;. ;ill mtm.7 .o.a.~es. J>:f which these are an 

example•. photographs t0n.d to h1de rna117 bl.omishos. 

fheae houses are senerally occupied. by very low salaried 

labourers or· poverty stricken :l.ml:aigranta. . On the other hand some 

people who live 1D au~h dwellings cculd atfol\1 improvements but 



Examples of Class 3 houa1ng in Borth Bay. Houaea in 
th1a class may be ot brick. frame or trame covered with 
other building materials but they are all unappealing and 
lack improvements. 



EXamples ot class 4 Housing 1n North Bay. The proportion 
ot this type ot housing to the other three classes is 
great. Note the appearance ot both dwellings and surroun
ding grounds. 

l 



seem to be content w1th existing conditions. The greatest con-
b .

centration of houses of this type is .an tne r~inga of ur¢an settle

ment and extends hom Casaells Street south east to the OJ.dl .R. 
. . 

shops. Other smq.llt;Jr areas appear east of Algonguin Ave., north 

of Front Street and, 1n the north. west end of tlle city again on the 

fringe zone of s~ttlement. In nearly every qase the areas have beefJ 

settled because they ware poorly drained and studded with rock 

outcrops and therefore were purehased at a veey l.ow price. 

In an:a one section of the city ·1mp:t>ovements depend on the 

assessment levied ana in pavt On the OVln8l'f!'w1ll1ng;ness to accept 

the nigher taxes required to pay fov the improvements. In the 

majority of these areas the people refuse to pa~ hj_gher taxes. 

Tb.e city cannot afford to p$y the extra cost to lay water mains 

o:P sewer p1pes thPough these :rocky or wet areas. w1 th the result 

that the streets are l1ttl.e more tban~avelled lanes and 1n some 

ca·sea lacked sewage disposal and running water. 

Such areas pztesent a very difficult px-oblem to pla:rming 

comm1ss1ons 1n eveey community. The.:noteable feature in north Bay 

is not that tb.ese areas exist• but that there is so a lel"'ge an 

area as appea:rs on the map. This appears doubly surpl""1s ing when 

1t is learned that the average family income in the city was 

Admittedly this is an ave~a.ge of all brackets and levels 

of wage earners but there are not enoUJ.;5h high sal.aried residents to 

make up the necessary difference in thJ.s .meim :lf numbers 1n each 

wage bracket corFespondad to the relative amounts of first- second 

third and fourth class housing. Tho'aolut1on of tb.e problem seams 

to rest witl1 the res:tdents themselves snd the eity planning board. 

:North Bay has two large and well equipped 

http:ave~a.ge
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hospitals both in the Pr1estts Hill d:I.Strtct.. Each ho8p1t:al bas 

also extensive gro'tUlds which 'P'6 wo·ll landscaped and provlde adequate 

parking £aoil1ties. Visitors sometimes oons1det? this location 

rather far removed from the centre of the city• but tbe quiet 

atmosphere and clean environment make these locations veJ!'3 suitable 

FUrthermore one is within one city block of 

Algonguln .Avenue while the other 1s <ml7 t!w~e blocks away and as 

such they are :veadil7 aeeeasable to a main Jmoroughfara,. The 
i 

locations seem well chosen and. .have the value of being rather 

a.esthatie. 

summary: Land uses 111 North Bay form a belted pattern of an ln• 

dustria.l and ra.:tlway belt, s col'IlmWc!al. belt• a trm1att1on zone and 

a residential belt• Furtha:ntore there a~e few aJ...eas whexae different 
. ' -·-. . 

uses olash. Industries and railroads are generally separated from 

the commercial core by oak Street. In the residential areas there 

are also few conflicting noastng classes 1u the same area and tn 

gene!.'al a progress.1on occurs from Clt:uts l. tbl"ough Class II to 
' Class III and finally to Class IV. Th1a prog:Pession occurs ln two 

direetton.s.• one ·out tr·om the centres of first class hous:!.ng on 

Priest's. H1ll1 the other from the Class II houses out from the city 

centre. 

zone be~sen it and the residential area but tnts !a natural. 

There us but f'our negative factors which merit immediate 

attention. !i!hese are., a railway, the c.N .u... , which ru.~~s through 

the centre ot a res1dent1.al fir ea. the large area of class IV hous lng, 

the traffic oongestton Sn the cwnmercial ~-ot-e and the leek of large 

parks and playing t1elds. Futu:re planners should investigate these 

problems thoroughl7 and., wh:1le taking all factors 1nto account.. try 

http:res1dent1.al
http:hous:!.ng
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reach some so~ut1on agreable to the majority ot·paople concerned.. 
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· Long undevelope4,. t be Shield area o£ Eorthern Ontario was 

n.rst opened for settlement llJ' construction of the Canadian Pacific 

Ra1lwa'f.• The beach terrace along the north snore ot Lake J1p1ss1ng 

was t~ to be tbe beat and most convenient route available for 

the conatwct1on ot a raJ.l line to the west. A route via tbt;t 

south of the lake ·would have involved a longer distance and oon

structlon would have been more d1tf'1cul.t. Divisional .shops and 

offtoea were establ1ab.f;ld at the present s 11.}& of llorth Bay because 

the terrace was broad encu3h to permit construction of extensive 

yards, beeause anabundant supply of water was available and 'because 

1 t is a suitable d.lstan.oe from Chalk River., the peced!Dg divisional 

point. 

People were attracted to the area because employment was 

available 1n the railroad shops and offlces in North Bay and tn 

the lumber camps wn1ch sprung up along the rail line. Settlement 

attracted more people and more rail ltnes were constructed. 

Although local. lumbering. aet1v1tles declined,_ North Bay became 

flrml7 establ1she4 .as a regional. commun1eat1ons hub. Development 

was alded by the diseovePy of minerals to the north and west. 

These new areas required supplies and distributors and wholesale 

houses became part of the commercial activity of NoPth Bay. 

Agl'!.culture 1n the Sbield 1& b.amp~):»_ed .by top.ography• soils and 

climate .. However, small areas ot lan4 near tiae to~~ were suitable 
0 

for f8l'm1ng and .agriculture also became one of the regional 

activitlea. 

Because of its favourable oommunleations and 1ts strategic 

location with respect to other cen~&s tbrougbaut northern Ontario, 

http:d.lstan.oe
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Ho~th S.Y was chosen as the loeatlon for man7 government admin1• 

stratlve offices., Thus the town also became important as &D 

adm1rilstnt1ve eutre. 

~od&¥ the clty tunctlons as a comillUD.!Cat1ons hub, en a4mn1sti-a

t1ve OGDtre a.nd a d1str1but1DS centre. A~t1v1t1ea wltb!D the 

region and w1th1n the city depend pr1ma~Uy on these .fWlCtlons, on 

the natural resouroea w1tllia the region 1tselt. and to some extent, 

on the development of resourees w1tb1n act3acent repone. 

Borth Ba7 is also the heart; of a thriving tourist vacation 

land trom which maJ17 local resldents dertve an enviable tneome. 

Reg1cmal industries are baaed almost ent1rel7 upon timber 

resources. Within the cit)' maD.utacturtng 1s not a maJo:z:a activity• 

however:~ existing 1nduatr1ea eS.thv d.epend on regimal resources ,or 

have located thel'& because ot available communications. 

Land uses wltb.1B North Bay seetn well. suited te their location 

..1n aJ.l but on~ maJo:r inStance. tba t ot the c .N .R. which cuts 

through a residential area., Also the l&r'ge areas of f'oul'tb. class 

housing do not conform wlth the theoey tbat commtm.teat1ons end 

adm:lnlstratlon provide stable and relat1vel'J well-pa1d forms ot · 

employment. An area of fourth class hous1ng as extens1Ye as that 

1n Borth Bay usually lnd:lcatea a:n unstable eommunit,--., The fault 

ma7 lie with the people themsel.ves but the problem merits inveatip• 

t1on. 

Recent expansion W!thln the o1ty has ta_xed some ot the 

muntc1pal services to ·capacity. outcrops of bedrock have inter

fered wtth some mun1c1pal services such as water supply, sewage 

disposal and street connect1ona. Lack of su£f1o1ent fores1jat 
. 

by earl7 pla,nners 1s evJ.dent in the narrow. congested streets of 
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the COJmnfWC1al co!'G and 1n the untreated $0W8&8 dJ.apoaal·. l.f the 

watera 'bordering tllG city boachea we:t"te not polluted, a p81'k OP 

beach., the env:7 of 8D1' c&tJ. oould be created. A ~o bonded 

4ebt S.oou~rud dur111{1; the pre <lepresalon ~s rrovents eapendltorea 

of l.ar&e amna ot money on. mo1:•e tban 11 taw local improvements•. 

cuetul pl.lmn!.ng ta requil'ed and wilfiD :plana at~e tiNWB up the7 

ahould be tl.esllt)le and. allow f~ fUtw18 4t:ive1,Jpmenta. 

The utter dependance oa fiailable raw materlale that aneta 

in towns ·auob as Sturgeon Palla. "femlskam!Dg• and cucbe Bay 18 

not as marked ln. UoPtb DaJ although 1t ts true r~eaources witbtn the 

region do help auppl.J tbe o!ti- w1tb. soma of the necess1t1oa or lt.te. 

QOIGkJ!SlfliS• 

settl.emen• ,aa the pre.aent atte of Borth Bay was mru.te poaslble 

~ J.Ce atJnitesJ.o loca·tlon at the west en4 or tbe NJ.plasJ.rtg/Mattawa 

outlet.• a natural overlancl route to weatem canaaa. ·Tbe concen

·tratlon ot maJol1' nortb..aoutb and eaat-wat CGmiTI\mtcatlona ltnee 

on tbat a1te was naponalble £or tbe development ~ the o1ty .am~ 

include its tunetlona as a t\letr.lbutlng centre,. aa an adm!lllatrat1vo 

oentre and as a tourist vacation. ccmtn. noweve•• all ot these 

tunct1ona still l1i'ematn. aecond;4'y to and entirely dependant upon the 

oommUDlcatloa rao!Utle.u available at Borth Bay. 

http:pl.lmn!.ng
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iliorjj · . · BaJ danal, Proce&&:ni&s aiiii 
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canacla (1895) vol. I,_ sec. IV, ottawa, 1895. 


!he Urban gatter.n. Toronto, 1950. 


Gat~az to ft1lverland. Toronto, 1909. 


AForest.Ola&s1f'1cat1on tor Cl@eu'• 

· Oitawa, · :flt. 

fhe Canadian Canals, 'Joronto, 1866. 

Terraces Bear Borth Baz. Transactions ot 
ihe Royal Soeleti ot canada (1943) vol. I, 
Sec. IV. ottawa, 1943. 

!he ~letstooene Oeol~ ot Indiana and 
Bob*san iiid tne iUsOfZ ot tiie dreat 
Lakes • waslil!igton, 1915; . 

?\!0 Thousand Miles of Golf, Toronto, 1946. 

O&nacU.an ReQons, ~oronto, 1952~ 

AnnUal Report, of the At~seasment aomm1ss1oner 
pity of Nortii :sa;y. No:r.-tli &,-. i95l and 1952. 

urban Geoszaa:p!!z. London. 1949. 

Ap IntrOduction tq Weatller and Climate, 
New York, 1945.. 	 · c · 

Regional Geosra@z 	of ~lo-Amertca,
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The tollow1ng 1s a list of publicat1ons used for wh.1oh no 

authorts name was available. 
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1. 	 Canadian Consumer Survey, 1.950 • 

2. 	 E'o:rest Inventorz of the .North Baz District, ontar!o Department 
of OGiiids and Forests, Toronto,. I9!5o. 

3. 	 Los Book ot the 'lemP!rature a.l'li Rainfall at North Baz, 
~p~r,tmenti of Transport, Nortli Day, ·l939•l952. 

4. 	 Native Trees of canada, Depal'tment of Mines and Resources 
(c~a<la)., ottawa, 194§. · 

6. 	 Old H.ome week, North aa,-, 1925. 

6. 	 Tbe DSily NU&et~ Tourlst Editions tor l96l and 1952; and 
·· articles dated Uov. 4, 1952 a:nd F&b. 1'7• 1953. 

7. 	 A publ1eat1on prepared by tbe Nortb Bay Chamber ot Commerce, 
ooncerm.ng the establishment in Northern ontario of an Ontario 
.Mental Hosp1tlll ~t. or nem· the a1ty of :North Bay. 
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