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Tecumseth Townsnip

Introduction

Tecumseth Township which secured its name from the great pro- 

British Indian Chief Tecumseh is located at the southern end of Simcoe 

County, (Pig la ). In shape it is a parallelogram with sides nine 

and thirteen miles respectively and contains about 68,500 acres,

A dominantly rural township it has a favourable location

between the large urban Toronto-Hamilton market to the south and the

summer resort areas of Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay to the north.

Transportation links by road and rail are excellent in both directions

altho-;gh present day travel is primarily on the modern highways.

These roads lie adjacent to the township on three sides and an inter- 
2nal road grid of 196 miles in length provides connecting links with 

the main arteries.

The physical landscape is quite diverse. Altitudes vary 

from a peak of nearly 1100 feet in the southwest to a mini ua of 700 

feet giving a local reJief of 400 feet. The broad, flat valley which 

occupies the northwest corner and extends in a narrowing belt in an 

easterly direction across the township separates the highland of the 

south from the land which rises up again in the northeast. (Pig. 2 ).

The area is underlain, except in the northeast corner where 

Trenton limestone forms the bedrock, by Utica shales. However glacia­

tion has affected the entire area and bedrock outcrops are not found

in the present day landscape
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Glacial History

Pleistocene geology provides the key for understanding pre­

sent day landscape* In addition to general comprehensive studies*

work has also been done on a detailed local scale* Publications of 

Deane (1950)$ Putnam and Chapman (1956) and the Upper Holland Gonserva 

tion Report (1955) were the major reference sources. The ultimate 

importance of Pleistocene geology from an eoonomio and agricultural 

standpoint is pointed out by Beane? Pleistocene deposits are also of 

major signifloanee as aquifers.

At the beginning of the glacial epooh ice and water set to 

work moulding the preglacial bedrock surface. The original surface 

is not reflected in the present day surface configuration. Bedrock 

contours reveal a major drainage link between the present Upper Great

Lakes and Lake Ontario. One possible course of the valley of the pre-
4glacial Laurentian river extends from the basin of the Sottawasaga

southward between Alliston and Cookstown across Teo .mseth towards

Newmarket where it turns south toward the Ontario basin. Although 

this form may still be traced in bedrock present day drainage is 

quite different. The Oak Ridges moraine which stretches across the 

southern edge of Tecumseth is the major feature causing the inter­

ruption of pre-glacial drainage. It is a dominant feature of the 

landscape of south-central Ontario.

The ice affected valleys whioh lay across the path of ice

advance diffeiently from those whioh lay parallel to the direction
A

of movement. As Deane points out valleys transverse to the ice

advance became filled with drift wnile the parallel valleys were
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pi’eserved and in some cases deepened. Sohomberg River and Innisfill 

Creek both represent lowlands that were once occupied by ice.

The advent of the glacial epoch witnessed the advance of the 

ice front from the north-east. The southwest di ping Paleozoic liais» 

stones were easily attacked by the advancing ice front. Large quan­

tities of debris were incorporated later to be deposited in a variety

of forms.

The erosive capacity of ice has long been in question and 

evidence would demonstrate that it has in the past been overestimated. 

The tensile strength of ice is much less than the strength of the bed­

rock materials with whioh it came in contact. Therefore an advancing 

ice flow could not pick up and carry off bedrock unless it wae first 

prepared by the weathering processes. The weathered surface zone is 

relatively shallow and would offer only a limited amount of material 

to the ice. The great depths of glacial deposition found in T cumseth 

and in many areas throughout Southern Ontario must then be attributed

to recurring glacial advances. With each advance of the ice, the drift
5

would have increased in depth to the north. The major topographic 

change resulted from the interruption of the pre-glacial drainage by 

the formation of the Oak Ridges moraine.

With each subsequent glacial cycle the landscape was built 

up. The advance of the ice did to some extent shape the landscape 

and some forms are directly attributable to advancing ice. However,

it was more important in that it assembled the materials with which 

the details of landscape would be constructed during déglaciation.

The accompanying map adapted from that produced by R. E. Deane illus-
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trates, in four stages, the final deglaciation of the area (fig. 1-5).

In the first stage the Ontario and Georgian Bay lobes are 

shown at a relatively advanced state. They lie adjacent to each other 

in an east-west plane fronting up against the Niagara Escapnnent. The 

glaciers are in retreat for erly having overridden the esoarpment.

Каше deposits were laid down near the margin of the retreating ice 

front. The development of the interlobate moraine between the two ice 

lobes was prooeding apace. Retreat to this stage affected only the 

south western part of Tecumseth.

In the second or Lake Schomberg stage the northern lobe has 

further retreated and resulted in ponding of meltwater between the

ice front and the northern side of the interlobate moraine. Investiga­

tion has revealed an increase in grain size in a northeasterly direct­

ion indicating that the meltwater streams feeding this glacial lake 

came principally from the northern lobe.

The Lake Schomberg stage was relatively short lived and fea­

tured by a fluctuating ice front. The existence of two Lake Schombergs 

has been suggested^ from investigation which revealed varved sediments 

of an early stage separated by till from varved clay of a later stage. 

Because of the relatively short duration of the ponding no recognizable 

shore features devel ped.

The problem of identifying the outlet for Lake Schomberg rem­

ains unsolved. Varved sedimente have been found up to an elevation of

875 feet in the vicinity of Schomberg and it is felt that the lake 
7

level did not go much above 900 feet. Possible spillways are indica­

ted on the map. During the early stages meltwater may have dr ined by
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way of these channels whioh extend south from lake Schömberg.

All are just over 900 feet in elevation and in all cases the 

valleys are at present occupied by misfit streams. A more plausible 

route would have been to the nortu-west along the lee front. Although

a well established outlet cannot be located there is evidence of water
0

action up to 100 feet above the Algonquin shore. An eastern outlet 

is another possibility but as yet has not been investigated.

The matter of elevations beoomes important in a discussion of

déglaciation. To simplify, the general area of the Sohoaberg ponding

between the Oak Ridges moraine and the retreating ice front was of a

higher elevation than the lake Algonquin basin which lying further to

the north was filled with ice at this earlier stage. The phenomena

of iostatic adjustment associated with the release of the ice load

during déglaciation need also be considered. However the position

now held accepts the fact that the major uplift following déglaciation 
9did not take place until the ice had retreated far to the north. 

Therefore as regards Isostatic rebound the area under study may be

considered as a unit and there need be no concern for variations in

the amount of uplift over the area.

The varved sediments deposited at this time vary a great 
deal in annual and total thickness.*° To the east a section of 100 

varves is not more than four feet thick whereas along the southern 

border of the lake the section is nearly 50 feet thick. An absence 

of varved clays below 875 feet is taken to indicate that ice occupied 

these lower elevations at the time of Lake Schömberg,

The presence of deposits resembling shore features pointed



6

out by other investigaticns at an approximate elevation of 1000 feet 

in scattered localities, including bluffs soutf of Beeton and west of 

Schomberg, have been refuted by Deane because of the absence of glacio 

lacustrine sediments between the level of the sup osed shore feature 

and the varved clays at 875 feet.

During the third or Fenlon Fails Outlet stage the area under 

consideration was predominantly dry land. The retreat of the glaoier 

well to the north permitted drainage to the east through Kirkfield 

and the Trent Valley to the Iroquois Basin. As a result of the open­

ing of this outlet early Lake Algonquin fell an estim ted 50 to 100
11

feet and the lake, in its early stages, did not inundate Tecutaseth.

The last diagram of the sequence involves two stages. A re­

advance of the ice front dosed the Fenelon Falls outlet diverting the 

water to the Port Huron and Chicago outlets and oausing a general rise 

in the water level. The area of glacial Lake Algonquin was greatly

expanded.

After a relatively short period the ice front retreated once 

again and the Fenelon Falls outlet was reopened. The Port Huron out­

let continued to carry a quantity of meltwater thus giving to the per­

iod the title of the two stage outlet. The well developed Algonquin 

shorelines, dating from this period, indicate that it was a relatively 

long stage. The subsequent retreat of the ice front far to the north 

and the eventual draining of the gla^ ial meltwaters completed the 

sequence of events giving rise to the landscape which together with 

the scars of subsequent erosion, we see today.
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Physiography

Although the physiography of Tecuaseth township is Varied 

the pattern which hae evolved may be understood given the background 

of the glacial history. The existing landscape basically represents 

that whioh was moulded during the Pleistocene. Subsequent changes 

have been caused by the processes of erosion and by man. The des­

cription which follows is based mainly on the work of Putnam and 

Chapman, Figure 4 is a modification of the Putnam and Cha man map on 

the basis of additional information derived from the Simcoe County 

soil survey, interpretation of aerial photographs, and field obser­

vations.

The entire landscape may be viewed as a composite of glacial 

forms. These are mapped as kame moraine, spillway, drumlinized till 

plain sand plain, and lacustrine plain. They are not to be regarded 

as isolated features but as integral parts of the glacial landscape 

of Southern Ontario. Putnam and Chapman in studying the glacial 

landscape have not merely described glacial forms in isolation. Land- 

forms together with their distribution and pattern of interrelation 

have been used to interpret the sequence of glaoiation. In this 

process a great number of physiographic regions have been established.

Four of these regions lie at least partly within Teciusseth.

The area first uncovered by the ice at the south-west corner 

of the township is part of the Oak Hidges moraine. This sandy kaae 

moraine extends in an east-west direction from the Niagara escarpment 

to the Trent Valley. Also known as the interlobate moraine since 

it developed between the Ontario and Simcoe ice lobes, its major
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geographical significance is derived from its function as the major 

drainage divide in south central Onti^rio.

The moraine is composed primarily of sandy materials in this 

area and is principally an outwash feature. Materials have been der­

ived from both Trenton and Black Biver limestones. The surface is

quite rugged with many short slopes. In spite of the dissected app­

earance, there a„e few surface streams. This is related to the gen­

eral porosity of the deposits. Although the moraine is a headwater# 

area for many rivulets these do not appear on the surface here. Avail 

able surface water penetrates the porous material and flows downslope 

until it comes in contact with impervious underlying material at lower 

elevations. It then returns to the surface in river channels.

The spillway snapped in figure 1-4 lies within this region.

A small i?isfit stream flows north-south in the valley, A lack of 

well developed spillway features near the crest of the valley is 

apparent. This spillway was one of the three early meltwater channels 

described in the history of glaciation.

The moraine is not a continuous feature but pinches out

toward the east. Variation in breadth is a feature of the entire 

east-west extent of the moraine and is attributed to the scalloped 

margin of the Simcoe ice lobe. The use to which this land may profit­

ably be put is limited. Drought and erosion susceptibility make 

cultivation hazardous.

The natural lira# and phosp orous content in the soil give 

rise to good pastureland. Much of the land could best be left under 

forest cover and both private and public reforestration projects have
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been undertaken. Barren areas of blowout still persist and further 

re fore st rat, ion as a conservation measure, especially for the purpose 

of retaining the ground water supply, should be followed.

The mapped boundary coincides with that of Putnam and Chapman. 

Differences in grey tone between thia and the heavier soils of the 

adjacent lacustrine plain make this boundary easily identifiable from 

aerial photographs.

The areas in figure 4 ma pad as druialinised till plain or 

drumlins do not form a contiguous region. The area along the north­

ern margin of the township constitutes the westernmost extension of 

Putnam and Chapmans Peterboro drumlin field, Deane refers to this 

area as the Lake Simcoe till plain. During the period of glacial

Lake Algonquin this area stood out as a peninsula above the reach 
12of the water. At one stage of the Pleistocene it is possible that 

the remnant druralinoid and till features mapped in the south central 

part of the township were contiguous with the northern till plain. 

However intervening processes have reduced the landscape to its pre­

sent form. The boundaries of the remnant till features of the south 

have been drawn to coincide with areas having soil which developed 

from till materials. The smaller scale sapping techniques of the 

soil survey have in this case been accepted as more accurate.

The till plain and druiaiins are composed largely of the soft 

easily eroded Trenton limestone. Deposits throughout the area are 

highly calcareous but there are local differences. The sand content

reaches a maximum in the southern areas of Tecumeeth. Surface bould­

ers which are in evidence are foreign and of Shield origin. The high
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sand content is again evident irora the light grey tone on aerial 

photographs. Deposits in this axes well south of the precaabrian- 

paleozoic contact are thick and the associated drumlins are well 

developed. Drumlin alignment indicates the direction of ice movement. 

Detailed study of an area reflects the importance of local topographic 

control of glacial flow as opposed to a general statement regarding 

direction of ice movement. Drumlins in ïeoumseth are elongated to­

ward the centre of the Simcoe basin.

Drualinoid features are found within both lacustrine and sand 

plain areas in the township. These have been to some extent reworked 

by the glacial lakes and pondings. North of Baeton to ta-e any ex­

ample a shoreoliff has at one stage been out into the nose of a promin­

ent druulin altering the original form. Till features are fflttnd above 

the general level of the adjacent water deposited features.

The use to which these drumlinized till plains aay be put 

is in some measure regulated by topography. The zone along the north­

ern margin is gently rolling. It is nearly all farmed. Bondhead soils 

which have developed from the till material are among the most product­

ive till soils in the province. Areas of drumlinized till plain mapped 

in the south are more rugged and the agricultural utility of the land

is more limited. Development is lets uniform in these areas,

A third physiographic area and one which occupies a large 

areal extent, is the Schömberg clay plain. The greatest area of the 

township by far has been moulded by the process of deposition In water. 

Both the Schömberg ponding and lake Algonquin at its maximum extent

inundated the area. In general terms, the area indicated as lacustrine
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plain can he attributed to deposition from the Schomberg ponding where 

as the sand plain is an area of deposition from Lake Algonquin.

Reference to the soils map for comparative purposes does not 

reveal this relationship as readily and does suggest that the lacust­

rine plain boundary should be moved north especially in the eastern 

part of the township, to coincide with the northern boundary of the 

lacustrine soils. However field investigation has led the writer to 

agree with the original findings of Putman and Chapman and the bound­

ary has been unaltered from their map.

The problem resolves itself into an explanation of textural 

differences of surface materials. Materials south of the boundary 

are of silty clay loam, those immediatly north of the boundary of 

silt loam, and those beyond the shaded area of sand loam. This forms

a natural transition from coarse to fine in a north-south direction.

Consideration must be given to the two depositional environ­

ments, the Schomberg ponding and Lake Algonquin, These environments 

were unrelated. Deposition took place at different stages in time. 

Deposition associated with the Schomberg ponding is in general finer 

textured. The Algonquin stage represented shallow water deposition 

on the southern margins of an extremely large water body. It has 

been noted above that the Schomberg deposits increase in grain sii;e 

to the north-easti that is closer to the margin of the meltwater 

source. The shaded area, which in this situation represents the area 

of intermediate textured materials, could be interpretated as the zone 

adjacent to the ice front and a product of Schomberg deposition.

Using evidence from the soil survey alone this ooneiusion
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could he reached. The boundary would be moved to the northern margin 

of the lacustrine soils and a convenient correlation could be illus­

trated between the lacustrine soils of the Schomberg ponding and the 

coarser soils on the bed of Lake Algonquin,

Inconsistency in terminology reflecting the differing out­

looks of the physiographer and soil scientist create thia problem.

The soil scientist pays very close attention to texture. On the sand 

plain soils are coarser than on the lacustrine plain,

The soil scientist has classified the deposits on the bed of 

Like Algonquin as outwash. This ia based mainly on taxture of mater­

ials. The discrepancy actually occurs within the body of the soil 

survey. Here it is stated that the lacustrine soils occupy the lower 

flatter areas and represent the ancient bed of lake Algonquin.1^ Al­

though recognised this principle has not been applied in the classifi­

cation of origin of materials. Both depositional environments ware 

lacustrine. Texture is dependent upon the particular conditions with­

in the environment.

Three features which are apparent in the field justify leav­

ing the boundary as originally mapped, i’irst the shaded area ia at 

the same elevation as the area to the north which is undieputably 

sandplain. The area is a topographic unit. Secondly, the zone is 

entirely below the level of the Schomberg ponding deposits{ that is, 

it was entirely beneath the ice at the earlier period. Finally, the 

existence along much of the length of the sand plain boundary of a 

marked Algonquin shore definitely substantiates the original boundary 

as located by Putnam and Chapman.
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The difficulty created by the resolution of the problem in 

this way is that of explaining the presence of finer textured Algon­

quin deposits closest to the shore. However as has been noted the 

textural differences actually represent a transition. Within the 

limits established by definition of the two categories, silt loam and 

sand loam, it is apparent that the two textural categories do blend 

together and overlap at their extremes. This problem if it is in 

fact that, cannot be further investigated without laboratory work. 

Slight variation in texture of materials could be caused by varying 

local conditions in the deposltional environment.

The Schoraberg lake plain is more rolling than is usual for 

this type of landform. The explanation lies in the rat er snort 

duration of the Schoraberg ponding. The underlying surface is that 

of a drumlinized till plain. Ia-orustrine deposits only partially 

masked the underlying topography and many of the hilltops which were 

never inundated are composed of till material. Modified drumlins and

druolinold forms are features of the area.

The sedimentary materials are typically varved clays which 

in their stratified form reveal the duration of the stage and the 

seasonal fluctuation of meltwater as related to the quantity of dep­

osition. These sediments form a very valuable base for a viable 

mixed farming enconomy.

The fourth and final physiographic region is part of Putnam 

and Chapman’s Siacoe lowlands. This area of sand plain may be sub­

divided into regions of good and poor drainage. The extremely flat 

areas of the east and south are poorly drained. Stream channels are



14

not well entrenched and two major bogs, one at the western boundary 

in the basin of the Bailey Creek and the other in the basin of Innis- 

fill Creek toward the east of the township, are easily identifiable 

on aerial photographs. Some development and reclamation is taking 

place but these areas still present major problems to development.

The better drained area is the north-west corner of the sand

plain where the hottawasaga River is deeply entrenched. Once again 

the presence of the underlyin topography manifests itself. South­

east of Alliston one large gently sloping feature rises above the 

flat landscape. The relative resistance of the underlying till plain 

which comprises this feature as compared to the sandy deposits is 

reflected by the course of the So tawasaga River which deflects around 

the southern edge of the feature before abruptly turning north to con­

tinue its journey toward Georgian Bay. The area of better drainage 

has proved to be of value for agriculture specialties.

Climate and Soils

The climate of a region is important with regard to both 

physical and human geography. In Teoumoeth the effect of climatic 

change upon the physical geography has already been discussed. Clim­

ate also is important in determining human activity.

Tecumseth now lies in an area of humid continental short

summer climates. Following the Roppen classification it is an urea. 

of Bfb climate. In these humid microthermal areas the average tem­

perature of the warmest month is below 72° and four months are over 

50°. Precipitation would be considered adequate in eaoh month.

Tecumseth Is looated in a central position within the Siacoe
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14Kawartha Lakes climatic region proposed by Putnam and Chapman. 

Temperatures are somewhat lower than in surrounding areas. Winters 

are colder and spring is later in coming. To illustrate the average 

length of the frost free period at Boeton is 121 days or 17 days 

shorter than at Delhi on the lake Erie shore. The township is locat­

ed in an elevated interior position midway between Lake Huron and 

Georgian Bay to the north and Lakes Ontario and hrie to the south* 

These bodies of water serve to moderate the temperatures of the ad- 

jaoent areas.

Precipitation is somewhat lower than in surrounding areas.

The highland area to the west referred to as t e Western Uplands 

creates a minor rain-shadow effect. Better than one half of the pre­

cipitation fails in the growing season. The total amount of precipi­

tation is adequate except in exceptionally dry seasons.

Climatic statistics of temperature and rainfall for selected 

climatic regions and stations within the Simcoe Kawartha Lakes region 

are oompiled in appendix I .

For tne purposes of this thesis study of climate is most 

important in its application to agriculture. With this in mind the 

most significant climatic contrasts witxi surrounding areas have been 

pointed out above and in appendix I . Climatic differences which 

appear quite minor may be of greatest significance when related to 

agriculture. In addition to the regional variations wnich have been 

pointed out above study of microclimates within the township would 

reveal significant differences. Factors such as termperature moisture 

relationships between the rolling, sandy, porous soils of the kame
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areas and the heavy soils of the lacustrine deposits, the effect of 

topography on air drainage, and elope exposure would provide further 

local differences. However study of these matters lie beyond the 

range of this thesis.

No page 17.
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The development of soils in situ is highly dependent upon 

climate and vegetation. Soil too ia an important factor relating to 

the agriculture of an area, ilather than deal with individual soil 

types ae such the question will be considered in the context of land 

types. The accompanying map, figure 5 represents a grouping of 

individual soil types of a marked similarity from a physical stand­

point. The land types categories and criteria used in classifying 

raateriala for the preparation of the map are compiled in table I-A .

This information has been extracted from the Simcoe County 

soil survey with some slight modifications as tney relate to the one 

particular township being stuaied. The problems relating to the 

origin category have been discussed under physiography. The sandy 

soils of category III are all classified as being of fluvial glacial 

origin although it has been demonstrated that those in the northwest 

of the township were deposited on the shallow margins of Lake Algon­

quin. They are however distmg-uished from the otner lacustrine soils 

on the basis of texture. For the purposes of soils and agricult,are 

this is an important distinction and the classification has bees

maintained unaltered to emphasise it. The close correlation between 

land types and physiography is to be noted. Following the classifi­

cation of the soil survey, the two types of fluvial-glacial material 

lall into two separate land types and fit into different physiographic 

regions.

The general qualities of the soils of each land type can be 

briefly summarized leaving the more technical descriptions to the soil 

survey. The Sohomberg soils overlay adrumlinizadtill plain and are



Table. I-A

Laad Soil
Type Series

Origin Soil Material Natural
Drainage

Topography Surface
Stoniness

Surface
Heaotion

Great
Soil
Group

I Schonberg Lacustrine Calcareous, varved, 
silt loam and clay 
parent material

Good Smooth to
steeply
sloping

stonefree 
to stony

Neutral Grey Brown 
îodiôlic

II Smithfield

Simooe

Lacustrine « я Imper­
fect
P or

Smooth to
gently
sloping

Stonofree

»

Neutral 
to alkul- 
ine
Alkaline

Grey Br.
• Podjfolic

Dark Grey 
Gleysolio

III Tioga PLutfial-
Glac.(rina)

Gray calcareous 
outvasb sand
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Till Light grey calcar­
eous loam and sandy 
loan till

Good Moderately
to rather

Inperfect steeply 
sloping
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sloping
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VI Huek
Bottomland
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Alluvial

decent deposition Poor
»

Plat
If

Stonefree
ft

Gleysolio
«

Grantor Outvash Grey Cal. Outwash
Sand

N VI to slightly 
stony

1 ft
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therefore more rolling than would normally be expected with soil® of 

lacustrine origin. However they are among the beat fine textured 

soils in the Province and are uaed for a general farming economy.

This varies widely with individual operations but it has been noted 

that an unusually high percentage of winter wheat is grown in the 

Schomberg area on these soils.

The poorer drained members of this catena are grouped in 

category II. They differ from the former with respect to drainage, 

have a flatter topographic appearance and the farm economy shows a 

stronger orientation toward livestock.

The third land type groups soils of only moderate general 

agricultural utility. However specialties well adapted to the phys­

ical conditions have developed and the area to the northwest is one 

of specialty farming. The soils in categozy III beyond this region 

are of true fluvial glacial origin.

The till soils are found above the elevation of the lacus­

trine soils. Within Tecumseth these soils are used primarily for mixed 

farming and dairying. There are areal differences as to use, the 

more Intensively used land appearing near highway 27. However diff­

erences in farm operation aie ma-nly related to the individual opera­

tor. In a study of the Holland Valley Conservation Authority it was

found that almost 90% of the Bondhead eoils, which comprise the major 
15portion of this land type, were fully workable. These soils appear 

to be as extensively used throughout Tecumseth,

The fifth category represents true kace country. Steep

slopes, drought susceptibility and erosion are the main limitation to
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the use of this group. It is on these soils that reforestation need 

he moat vigorously applied, There is some discrepancy and areal over­

lap between the categories related to till and kaae in the classifica­

tion of the physiographer and soil scientist. However resolution of 

this difficulty wo^ld first require rigid definitions of what aotually 

constitutes kame and till deposits. This would have to be followed by 

field sampling and analysis to permit accurate boundary drawing.

The final category comprises soils whioh in their natural

state are of little economic importance, much of the bottomland is 

used for natural pasture. The muck areas if cleared may be used for 

the same purpose. The most important use. which requires large scale 

development, is taking place on the western margin of the township 

where a miniature Holland Marsh is being created.
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Vegetation
The original forest cover as described, by the Lount Brothers^ 

in their surveys of 1619 and 1652 has been for all practical urposea 

removed. In general terns the original cover could be divided into 

two categories. South of the eighth concession on the well drained 

land the bulk of the forest consisted of maple, beeoh, elm, basswood 

and hemlock. Pine was prevalent in the area around Tottenham. Worth 

of the eight line cedar, tamarack, fir and black ash dominated the 

lowland. Pin® was again found in small quantities. As a present day 

feature natural forest cover exists as it doos in most areac, only on 

those parts of individual farms where the expected benefits of clear­

ing would not compensate for the coats of clearing. Thue it is the 

rugged terrain, the poorly drained land and in some oases the isolat­

ed sections of the farmsteads which remain covered.

In general, the forests have been poorly conserved. A study 
17of the Schonbarg watershed, ’ has pointed out the general negleot of 

woodlands. Only a small portion of this watershed la is Teoumeeth 

but the areas are similar and the findings comparable. Forty one 

per cent of all woodlots were grssed. The predominance of trees of 

small girth, although on a township basis Teoumaeth fares acre favour­

ably than the watershed as a whole, indicates the extent of cutting 

in the past.

Conservation of present resources and reforestation espec­

ially on sanely soils should be practiced. Concrete steps in this

direction are as yet extremely limited. Reforested land in Tecumseth
, . . The oroposed formation

as of 1963 amounted to only 200 acres in toto.
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of a woodlot association taking its direction fron the Départaient of 

lands and Forests at Angus as well as wide spread public and private 

reforestation schemes are still well in the future and aany economic 

problems lie in the path of fulfilment.

Drainage

The township* except for the southeast corner* lies within 

the Nottawasaga watershed which flows north into Georgian Say. Al­

though not as insurmountable a barrier to settlement as in the early 

days drainage conditions still have a bearing upon land use. There 

are two areas of rece t deposition* Dailey Creek on the west townline

between the ninth and eleventh linos and the Innisfill area in the

northeast quarter of the township, whore flooding is still an annual 

problem. The latter area, in a general aone between the eleventh and 

thirteenth linee and from just west of the fifteenth sideroad sect 

toward the twentieth* is submerged every spring. In 1954 when 

Hurricane Hazel struck, over 400 head of cattle and several human 

lives were lost in this area. The poorest drained and most inaccess­

ible land is still under forest cover.

In spite of the annual spring inundation in the Innisfill 

area the land is workable at an early date. A drainage canal and 

tile drains are adequate to drain the area rapidly. Шок deposits 

in the area to the west are of a greater depth and a large scale 

vegetable undertaking has begun.

Kuaerons small streams and rivulets necessitate many bridges 

on the township roads. Seventeen of these were washed out in the

torrent of 1954 and permanent structures are still being re-built at
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great expense to the municipality.

Except for the two areas discussed the stream channels are

sufficiently entrenched to handle the normal run-off.

4
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Chapter II

History of Settlement

Historians in recording the history of Siiacoe County have 

been tempted to dwell upon the story of the romance of the fur trade. 

Although of significant historical interest, from the point of view of 

this study it will suffice to say that modern Simcoe County was a part 

of Huronia. In pre-settlement days the importance of the area was 

derived chiefly from the presence of land-water routes which linked 

lake Ontario to Georgian Bay by way of Holland Landing. In this regard 

the northern part of the county was more important, the location of 

Tecumseth being somewhat to the southwest of the moet important routes.

The land, having been duly acquired from the natives by 

treaty, was thus not entirely unknown when population pressures, the 

desire for land and the advancing frontier brought the vanguard of 

settlement to the south Simcoe district. The typical survey before 

settlement into townships and individual lots established the framework 

for the influx of settlers. The Tecumseth survey was undertaken in 

June 1619 by Gabriel Lount.1 His instructions were elaborate. The 

arduous survey was not finished in one stage but was completed in its 

northern sections in 18J2 by George Lount.

The chief difficulty then became the effective allocation of 

lands. The major problems associated with land grants, which were ramp­

ant through all of Southern Ontario, posed a problem in Tecumseth. The 

land problem was in fact one of the factors of discontent leading to 

the ill-fated rebellion of 18J7. The majority of the lands fell into 

the hands of a number of 'privileged* groups and individuals. An ever 

increasing reaction opposed this development. It was a struggle between
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privileged conservatives and frontier democrats. Certain portions of

the ’better* land were automatically set aside for the Crown and Clergy

Reserves. The system of highly subsidized and free land grants was

extended to United Empire Loyalists, the veterans of the War of 1812

and retired British officers. The township surveyor was awardee 2368 
2acres of land in payment for his work. There were in fact very few 

who were required to make an outright payment for their land in the 

early years. Speculation hindered the filling in of the land and great 

ly increased the social costs of development for those settling at any 

early date. The accompanying map of settleraent history represents the 

pattern of allocation of lands and not of their ef.ective settlement.

Prior to 1818 there were absolutely no controls on the grant­

ing of lands. After this date legislative measures requiring that a 

habitable house be erected and that a fenced clearing be provided for 

in the proportion of 5 acres per 100 on all lots was in effect. The

prior acquisition of tickets of location became another prerequisite 
3for settlement. Such title to the land was acquired through York upon 

payment of a settlement duty. However the problems of administering 

such legislative measures were difficult in the early years.

Settlement in Tecuaeeth was rapid from the beginning. By 

1821, 181 tickets of location had been issued for Tecuaseth. This fig­

ure is only slightly below that of West Ouillumburg and these two town­

ships accounted for over 50% of the total settlement of the entire 

County. The rapid filling up of the land is apparent from population 

figures compiled in appendix u. Like many of the townships in Southern 

Ontario the peak settlement was reached at an early date.
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Figure 6 illustrates the historic pattern of settlement.

Four settlement periods explain the pattern of development. The first 

from 1820-1824- is chosen to delimit the areas of initial rapid influx. 

The year 1825 is also significant for in that year the British govern­

ment undertook more stringent measures aimed at regulating land grants. 

A valuation of lands throughout the entire Province was undertaken. In 

this way an attempt was made at standardization of land values. The 

period 1825-1856 could be termed that of the later pioneere. Hunter 

divides the entire history of settlement of the County into pre- and 

post-rebellion periods. This period witnessed the major influx of 

settlers. The process of settling the land was affected by a variety 

of factors and inflow was by no means steady. The intermingling of 

politics with land grants is one instance of this. The years 1856 and 

57 at which time the Province hung on the brink of rebellion saw exten­

sive allocation of land to Tory followers of Sir Francis Bond Head. In 

those years some 7000 acres were granted in Teoumseth alone. Much of 

this land was awarded to loyal Tory supporters.

The period after the rebellion witnessed the final filling 

up of the land. The break at 1855 dissociates settlement of the pre- 

and post-railway ages. However the significance of this date in the 

Teoumseth area must not be overemphasized. The Northern Bailway which 

opened at this time passed to the east of the township and its effect 

on settlement must be regarded, in thiB area, ae minor. The effect of 

this division is thus mainly that of isolating the late oomers.

Thie classification does illustrate trends in the pattern of

settlement. The early years witnessed development in the south. Thie
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was simply a matter of pushing back the former settlement frontiers. 

Development was conf.^ ed almost exclusively to the more accessible 

land below the eighth line. The pattern does show a marked clustering 

in several locations. Tottenham was a focal point of early settlement.

The Penville area was an eastern centre of active settlement. Most of

the early settlers were found in a band between these two centres south

of the eighth line. However as has already been noted it must not be

assumed that all of these lands were occupied at this time. Although

title had been awarded the effect of land speculation and absentee land-

lordship in spite of efforts made by administrators was still a factor.

Further action to combat thia problem was taken in 1844 when the Dist­
il

rict Council legislated ’wild lands* tax. One penny per acre was to 

be assessed against all titled land which did not meet the occupation 

requirements. This claim on the part of the District did not go unohall 

enged and at length led to many legal disputes through which individuals 

challenged the right of the administration to collect such monies.

The rest of the period till the time of the rebellion witness­

ed the filling in of most of the land which would in the early days be 

regarded as fit for habitation. The eastern and western margins as 

well as the better locations along the northern margins and in the in­

terior were filled up. The lowlying land which was subject to flooding 

alone remained. The time sequence of early settlement was related to 

many factors, some of which have been alluded to. The more important 

were the desire for land, the physical qualities of the land, and the 

prospects for development as related to technology. Discussion of the 

factors of development which will be undertaken in more detail later
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in the chapter give aeaning to the geographical distribution of early

settlement.

Additional information regarding the distribution aspects of

settlement may be gleaned from the statistical information compiled in

the appendices on the origin and religious affiliation of settlers«

The value of the application of the term origin in census investigations

has long been questioned« Its usage has been defined as 'an attempt to

distinguish groups in the population having similar cultural character«
5

istxos based on a coaon heritage.' However it has been found« even 

with various attempts at refining the questioning proc dure, that the 

validity of the information extracted with relation to what is actually 

wanted is apt to decline with successive generations beyond the original 

immigration. For this reason such figures are of the greatest value in 

the early years of settlement history.

The first settlers in the area wex*e a bind of Scotsmen who

comprised the famous Scotch Settlement of West Guilluabuxy. This group

of early settlement spilled over into Tecumseth along its eastern margin.

The early prominence of Irish immigrants is the most striking feature

revealed by these statistics. An extensive area of Irish settlement 
7

was centred on Cookstown.’ The main influx of these Protestants from 

Ulster began about 18J0. A second but quite different area of Irish 

immigration comprised of Irish Catholics was begun in the western part 

of the township near Colgan. The decline of those of Irish origin in 

the township relative to the decline of the total population has been 

well above the mean. Many of the original settlers who arrived in the 

early 1020's came from the northern counties of England. However random
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dispersal rathe» than any specific nucleated core typified the settle­

ment pattern of this group. The numbers of those proclaiming English 

origin has been steadily on the rise.

There is an absence of any ethnic clusters whioh can be att­

ributed to 20th century migration. The largest group is that of Ukrain­

ian origin who are located mainly in the tobacco growing area. Other 

groups are relatively few in number and widely distributed throughout

the area.

The figures on religious groups found in appendix IV are of 

interest again primarily in the early years because of the structure of 

society at that time. All activity in the early days of settlement 

centred around the family and church. These were the two fundamental 

units of society. Three aspects relating to the township as a whole are 

significant. There has been a decline in the numbers professing Anglican 

affiliation. The Roman Catholic population has declined in numbers and 

the rise of the United Churoh of Canada resulted in a major redistribut­

ion of numbers among the various Protestant sects.

Having this skeletal framework of the settlement history in 

mind it remains to see how the factors of development promoted this patt­

ern. A great variety of factors played an aotive role. Many of these 

although important to a complete understanding lie beyond the soope of

this thesis. These could be oalled the external factors and would in­

clude those developments and events in other parts of North America and 

in Europe which tended to propel the settlement frontier on this contin­

ent.

The early settlers were for the most part dependent co píetely
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upon their own resources and resourcefulness. Therefore a basic con­

sideration was the physical state of the land. The more accessible 

and easily worked land south of the eighth line filled in first.

land allocation was a second of the internal problems. This

was in many respects a negative factor since the system of disposal of

public lands prevented the development of large areas with a fairly

uniform population distribution and it contributed to the isolation in 
8which many settlers lived. As late as 1854 more than one half of the 

a
country was still in the hands of speculators.

A third vital factor which must be related to the extension

of settlement is the development of transportation. Three mediums were 

employed, water, road and at a later date the railway. The road net­

work was very poor in the early years. Hoads were important primarily 

as portages between waterways. York soon became the focal point and 

the York-Holland Ianding-Lake Simcoe-Georgian Bay routes gained early 

prominence. However Tecumseth lay somewhat off the main axis. In 

1820 there were no roads as such into the area. By 1850 the road from

Bradford had been extended west to Bond Head. Hunter also mentions a

route from Etobicoke township which passed north to Adjala and Tecum- 

seth,"^ and the present route of highway 27 was open along the eastern 

margin except for the swampy section south of Cookstown.^^

Road development was restricted by the lack of oapital for 

investment. Prior to 1841 grants came directly from the Upper Canada 

legislature. Local needs could not be effectively administered from 

this level. In 1844, by which time & District Council had taken over 

this jurisdiction, the area was divided into eight sections and a road
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surveyor was appointed in each. After 1850 the township councils 

received the power to construct and keep in repair all their own in­

ternal roads and bridges. The wild land tax revenues were to be
12devoted to this end. In 1905 the legislation of a County Roads

System became operational through which the County and Ontario govcrn- 
• 13raent divided the costs of construction equally. ' By these successive 

stages the development of an integrated road network was accomplished.

The coming of the railway age led to important changes through­

out the province. As Drury points out these changes were neither all
14good nor all bad. The railway age although late in starting in 

Southern Ontario exploded across the landscape. Although the far reach­

ing effects were closely tied to the growing metropolitan rivalries of 

centres such as Toronto, Montreal and Sew York the development of rail­

roads was also a factor of intensive local interest. Because of a lack 

of capital funds for such large scale development towns and municipalit­

ies weie called upon to mortgage their futures on the railway.

The railway age came to Simcoe County in 1849, The County
15harnessed itself with a debt of i 50,000 to finance the first railway.

The first manifestation of this faith in the future became apparent in

1854 when the Northern Railway Company began operations. It was some

consolation that Simcoe County, although destined to have a woeful

experience in the costliness of early railways, could at least claim

the honour of having, in the Northern Railway, the first line of any 
16extent in Ontario. The route of this first railway followed the old 

York-Lake Siacoe-Georgian Bay axis and thus passed just east of Tecura- 

seth township.
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The building of the Hamilton and Northwestern in 1873 saw the

establishment of a major railway through the township. Tecumseth was 
17one of ten municipalities granting financial support* The main line 

passed through Breton north of which a spur continued to Collingwood, 

the main line going to Barrie.

However both these lines were beset with financial difficult­

ies from the earliest days. Overbuilding, the sharp competition bet­

ween towns and an overall lack of capital to undertake such a venture 

on this scale led to their amalgamation in 1880 and their later in­

corporation in 1888 with the Grand Trunk as a further step to remedy 

the problem. Control of what had been viewed as local projects by 

municipalities who invested in the railways passed from their hands 

with these amalgamations. The municipalities were no longer in a pos­

ition to command special local services they had hoped for when the 

investment was first made. The problems created by the early optimism 

in the field of railway construction brought the Dominion government 

into the field of transportation.

The economio base as related to development is a final factor

to be considered. Until 1850 the main sources of wealth were the pro- 
19ducts of forest and agriculture. y The countryside was organized in 

a state of rural Self-sufficiency. Because of inadequate transportat­

ion the pioneers of Tecumseth saw the value of their crops out in half 

by the cost of transportation to York. All manufacturing was centred 

around these natural products. It was a period of village handicraft 

and service industries. Any further development depended solely on 

personal initiative.
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After the beginning of the railway age the improved state of 
21transportation favoured the development of commercial agriculture.

Wheat from the earliest days assumed importance as a staple crop in 

the south part of Simcoe County most notably around Schomberg. The 

railways also opened the pine stand found on the sandy soils to com­

mercial lumbering. Simultaneously there were basio changes in industry. 

The dawn of the capitalist age went hand in hand with new sources of 

power and improved transportation. However the old structure of soc­

iety did not break down quiokly in Tecuaseth. Only very recently has 

the factory age made any significant impact on the township and overall, 

although the agriculture practiced is very different from that of the 

early agrarian society, Tecumseth still retains its rural complexion.

Having investigated the pattern of early settlement and the 

factors of development within the township it is of interest to re­

construct some of the features of the geography of the paet. To avoid 

repetition the three incorporated places, Alliston, Beeton, and Totten­

ham, which are dealt with in another section, will not be touched upon 

here. A number of hamlets sprang up along the eastern margin of the 

township. The Irish element was strong at Dunkerron. Peter Doyle, a 

Quaker was one of the original settlers. Charles Corbett, a British 

Wesleyan Methodist was another early oitizen. The two churches of 

Dunkerron stand to this day. Never a commercial centre the hamlet 

retained the name Corbetts Corners until the 1870*s when it was re­

named Dunkerron to memorialize the visit of the Bari of Caledon from 

County Tyrone in Ireland where a town of the same name is to be found.

Lloyd Penville was an early settler at the crossroads settle-
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raent named after him. Although there are no commercial establishments 

now to be found it was once a busy and prosperous centre. It was made 

the capital of the township at an early date but, like so many centres, 

when by-passed by the railway, declined.

Bond Head was a stronghold of Tory conservatism and played an

important role in the rebellion of 1857. The loyal militia under the

famous Colonel O’Brien wintered here during the I856 crisis. It was

also a religious stronghold in the early days. A Presbyterian church

was located here from the early 1850's. The Episcopalian church was

represented after 1857 by Reverend P. L. Osler, sire of one of the

areas most famous families. Other indicators of its pre-rebellion

importance were four taverns, the Masonic and Orange Lodges, and its 
22early role in education. The composition of population at Bond Head 

and to the north becomes less predominantly Irish although they still 

were present in large numbers.

Through the southern area of the township Tuam, Rich Hill and 

Colgan were all settled at an early date. Tuam rose ae a typical cen­

tral place in the agrarian society of the pre-railway age. It comprised 

a general store, post office and a saw mill located on a stream to the 

south. Rich Hill is merely a name transplanted from his native Ireland 

by an early settler. Finally Colgan was established predominantly as 

a religious centre. Site of a large Roman Catholio church, it had 

become by 1840 a separate parish and served as a focal point for the 

Irish Catholics who settled on the first four concessions of Tecumseth.

The agricultural marketing oentre of the early agrarian 

society in the north Was Thompsonville. At one time a thriving com­

mercial centre, it declined like so many other early hamlets when by­
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passed by the railway. Allimil and Randle Station products of the 

railway age were latecomers to the ’urban’ scene* They were establish­

ed as way-stations along the railway where passengers were able to flag 

a train. Neither centre ever gained any commercial importance nor left 

any imprint on the overall organization of the landscape.

These were the nodal points of the early agrarian society. 

Their distribution along with the three incorporated places demarcates 

the areas of most extensive settlement in the early years. The hard­

ships of these years were at times severe and the trial and courage of 

individual settlers would be another method of relating the history of 

settlement of the area. However this approach shall be left to the 

historian. Prom a geographical point of view where the concern is 

with spatial relationships the pattern of settlement and the distribut­

ion of the non-agrioultural conglomerations tell a great deal of the

story
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Chapter,, III

Urban Geography.

A. Town of Alliston

Site and Location

Alliston is located along the banks of the Boyne River west 

of its confluence with the Nottawasaga. The well entrenched stream 

valley is the only feature interrupting the broad flat sand plain 

whioh extends over the area. Although the river does flood its banks 

periodically the high water mark lies below the crest of the stream 

valley. The town is located in the midst of a zone of agricultural 

specialties namely tobacco and potatoes.

Alliston ocoupies a central position with regard to a number 

of centres. Stayner, Shelburne, Orangeville, Bolton, Bradford and 

Barrie are all located in a circular pattern around Alliston at a dis­

tance of 15 to 20 miles. All of these with the exception of Barrie 

are of a comparable size. Its function as a marketing and distribut­

ion centre is facilitated by its position on a major east-west highway 

which links the town to highway 400. Although of less importance today 

the town is equally well serviced by railway. A C.N.H. spur and the 

C.P.R. main line to the west pass through Alliston.

History3-

Alliston’s first settler was William Pletcher an immigrant 

from Yorkshire, England. In 1821 Pletcher established himself on Lot 

15 of the third concession. In 1847, in company with his eldest son, 

he set out to find a mill site. He chose a location on the first con­

cession of Essa township which lies along the northern margin of Tecum- 

seth. The site proved to be excellent. It was endowed with water
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power, a fine stand of timber and adequate eoil. Fletcher purchased 

1200 acres of land in the environs.

From thia ai11 Bite origin at the junction of the gride of 

four townships the town slowly began to take shape. In 1848 the first 

industry in the town, a saw mill, was established and this was followed 

in 1853 by a grist mill. By I856 demand was sufficient to permit the 

establishment of a general store. In the sane year the suggestion was 

first brought forward that a village be formed under the name A?,liston. 

The building of the first school was completed in 1862 and was followed 

later the same year by the establishment of Knox Presbyterian Church.

In 1868 three early sett1ère established a foundry and agricultural 

works near the present intersection of Church and Victoria Streets.

The town had become firmly established and the period of the 

187O’e was one of great activity. The establishment of a newspaper, 

the Alliston Herald, and the completion of the Wesleyan Methodist 

church preceded the formal incorporation as a village in 1874. The 

first officer of the village was George Fletcher a relative of the 

original settler. The railway was relatively late in coming to Allist n. 

The North Simcoe Railway company, an early project was never completed.

An agreement was later concluded between Reeve John Stewart and the 

Hamilton and Northwestern railway. Alliston promised 18000.00 to assist 

in the development of a railway from Clarkstown (Beeton) to Glenca.rm, 

which was a section of the spur line to Collingwood. The first train 

was to run on or before January 1, 1076 some years after regular service 

had been established on the main trunk of the Hamilton and Northwestern.

The final link was added in 1906 when the C.P.R. main line to the west
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was built through the town.

In 1691 when Alliston was incorporated as a town it had a 

population of 1371» The growth had been quite rapid to this time. 

Immediately after this period population declined, to be followed by 

a slow rise (appendix II). The decline of the late 19th century was 

attributable not only to a general decline in the level of prosperity 

but also to a disastrous fire occurring in the year of incorporation. 

Thirty acres were burned over and the fire was not controlled until the 

Collin wood brigade arrived. A large part of the business area was 

destroyed and scores of families were left homeless. The following 

year, a waterworks system complete with hydrants was installed as part 

of the reconstruction plan. However the growth rate had been slowed 

and in 19^1 population was still just 1733« In the succeeding years 

the rate of increase has been increaingly rapid and in the last 10 years 

a ^5% increase has been registered.

The inhabitants have always been overwhelmingly of British 

Isles stock. Those of Irish origin predominated in the early years. 

Trace of twentieth century migration appear in the latest census fig­

ures. These groups are dominantly of a Western European origin. The 

religious affiliations of these people reflect their backgrounds. The 

leading group in numbers, from the beginning was the Methodists, later 

to become part of the United Church movement. The Presbyterian and 

more significantly of late the Anglican church have also been strong.

The Roman Catholic element in the population decreased after the fire 

of 1891 and is now less than 10% of the total.



40

land Use

The town of Ailiston in 1965 comprised an area of 700 acre« 

of which 645 were taxable. The assessment for eneral purpose« wa«

>6,504,095*00.2 This wa« broken down to 11.4% industrial, 25.6 % com­

mercial and 65% for all others.'' All major classification« of land use 

are represented. The urban core focuses on the intersection of Vic­

toria and Church. Although the original homes were built north of the 

Boyne Kiver, along Fletcher Crescent named after the founder, the main 

axis of growth in the early year« was in an east-west direction along 

Victoria, the main through highway. Development was restricted largely 

to the south of this route in the early year« and residential growth

north of the river is recent.

The area devoted to residence« comprise the largest propor­

tion of the land. Homes have been subdivided into three categories 

based on the quality of the structure, upkeep and the size of the lot. 

Following this simple scheme a large proportion of the homes are class­

ified in the middle category. These differ widely in the type, quality 

and age of structure. Significant distinctions which do not ap ear on 

the map may be cleared up in the accompanying text*

The homes classified as superior are few in number. The new 

subdivision north of the Boyne has a limited number of superior homes. 

This select few are distinguished from the general fine quality of 

residences in the area mainly by the elaborate landscape design and a 

larger lot. ¿May of the fine original homes along Victoria Street 

notably east of Banting High School and to the west beyond Caroline 

Street would no doubt have been superior at the time of building.
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These are now classified in the average category because of their age.

Homes in the second or average category predominate. Those 

located north of the river possess an areal symmetry. They are all 

of post-war development, the great majority dating from the last few 

years. A similar type of development is taking place beyond the 

northern municipal boundary. The other major direction of recent 

growth is to the east. The area behind Banting High School and a 

development to the east along Victoria Street beyond the municipal 

boundary are being built up with fine quality brick bungalows. Resid­

ences south of Albert Street at the west end of Alliston and those ad­

jacent to the Salada plant are of comparable development. Homes class­

ified as average in the old core residential area south of Victoria 

Street show great diversity. Old and new are intermingled with archit­

ectural design representative of several periods. There is no pattern 

in the contrasting qualities of residences in thia zone. Features 

which are often thought of as being offensive such as the railway and 

industrial locations have for the most part no apparent effect.

The homes in the tdrd or inferior category are also limited 

in number. A block of homes along the edge of the valley of the Boyne 

west of Caroline Street are classified inferior. The valley behind 

does not make this an attractive looation as part of it is occupied 

by the town dump. The homes in the inferior category along Kin^Street 

at the west end of the town are ripe for redevelopment. The building 

of such structures would not be tolerated under existing zoning by­

laws. The block of inferior homes in the core area is a multi-family 

barrack type structure which is quite out of place in the general set­

ting. Residences along Kelson Street in the southeast have been very
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poorly maintained. They have been placed in the inferior category for 

thia reason. Those in the third category along the Boyne ravine to­

ward the west of the town are backed by the sewage treatment plant and 

lie adjacent to the railway.

The residential atructure as depicted in the plan which is 

now before the municipal board will remain essentially the same. The 

residential second density (R2) is essentially the present built up 

area. Some allowance has been made for an expansion of the commercial 

zone into this area. Areas currently under development or designated 

for future development are classified as residential first density 

(Rl). The zoning byOlaw is such as to assure the continuation of the 

development of only fine quality structures.

In summary, the residential development of Alliston in the 

past has resulted in a compact structure. The large lots of the orig­

inal homes have been subdivided and built upon in subsequent years.

The main axes of development are now to the north and east beyond the 

municipal boundary. In general the residential landscape of Alliston 

comprises a mixture of fine old homes and well built modern structures. 

It affords a pleasant setting in which to reside.

Commercial

Form and function are the two aspects of the coim eroial area 

of a urban centre which need to be studied. Fora is important with 

regard to the pattern of development of the commercial areas within 

the overall urban structure and function not only with respect to the 

town itself but with regard to the entire area it serves. The prin­

cipal commercial area of Alliston is a strip development along Victoria
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Street centring on the Church Street intersection. Some development 

has taken place to the north of this axis near Church Street. Aside 

from this concentration commercial development is extremely limited. 

Isolated neighbourhood commercial centres do appear in the old core 

residential areas. These carry such goods as are required to serve 

the immediate needs of residents. To the east and west beyond the CBD 

a broken strip development continues but its function is somewhat 

different. The establishments in this area which include motels, 

service stations and restaurants are along the main route and geared 

to the automobile. There is a lack of any commercial development in 

the major expanding residential area to the north.

It is possible to derive a great deal regarding the function 

of Alliston and its importance in the overall landscape from an analy­

sis of the C.B.D. To facilitate this analysis a classification of 

commercial and service functions has been prepared in table

With the exception of a few residential lots near the eastern end of 

the strip,one industrial establishment and the public library the 

first floor use of all buildings between Centre Street to the foot 

bridge have been incorporated in the chart.
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Commercial Function feto P.f.

Retail Food Outlets
Restaurante & hunch Bars 
Department Stores 
Clothing and Shoe Specialty 
Appliances and Furniture 
Hardware and Farm Equipment 
Specialty Function

Drugs 
Jewellry 
Florist 
Shoe Repair 
Gift shop 
Pet ehop 
Sporting good#
Tatooing 
Monument s 
Funeral parlour

Institutional
Department of Agriculture 
Post Office
Ontario Hydro
Rational Employment Service 
Public Utilities 
Children's Aid

7
4
5

10
5
4

2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
I
1
1
1

Professional and Personal Service 
Barber and hairdresser 
Hotel
Dry cleaner
Newspaper
Real estate agent
Insurance a ent
Credit union
Furierul parlour
lawyer
Solicitor
Barrister
Dentist
Optometrist
Chiropractic centre

. Stenographic servioeOther
Automobile orinted
Variety
Theatre
Barking lot
Vacant

6
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

4
1
1
2
1

Table III-A
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The retail food outlets category comprises large food chain 

stores as well as small specialised shops marketing such commodities 

as fruit, meat and baked goods. The four restaurants within the town 

cater to the looal demand which is primarily for light lunches rather 

than full meals. Both Eatons and Simpson-Sears order offices are in­

cluded in the list of five department stores. The ten clothing and 

shoe specialty shops include four ladies, three mens, and one child­

rens clothing store as well as two shoe stores. The hardware and f rat 

equipment establishments are large and well equipped. Tney serve the 

surrounding rural area. A second large dealer in farm equipment is 

located along Church Street north of Victoria.

The specialty function establishments are an important 

category. Each deals with a specific сои» odity or range of commod­

ities' some of which require a large potential market if they are to 

be successful. Establishments in the institutional category do not 

perform solely a oomaercial function. The presence of such institut­

ions as a Department of Agriculture regional office and Ontario Hydro 

district office do Indicate the importance of Alliston as a central 

place and as an organization point. The professional and personal 

service category performs a similar function as an indicator of cen­

trality. Although the lawyer, barrister and solicitor are all con­

cerned with law there are technical differences as to title. Five

barbers and three hairdressers are located in the C.B.D.

The establishments which are oriented to the automobile in

the final category include new car dealerships, auto repair and parts 

shops. There is only one service station in the area being considered
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and that is at the margin just west of the foot bridge. The movie

house fulfills an entertainment function for a wide area. Movies are 

shown six nights per week and the picture ohanges twice weekly,

Even in a town of 3000 there appears to have developed a 

degree of hierarchy of function with regard to location within the 

C.B.D. For instance, both banks, the modern drug store, and the liq­

uor and beer stores which generate a great deal of traffice are locat­

ed near the peak intersection or 100% location. In contrast the 

appliance and furniture stores and the auto oriented establishments 

are toward the margins. The commercial function is almost excusively 

confined to the ground floor with some apartment space on the second 

level. Certain of the professional service establishments would not 

be anticipated in this environment. The most notable exception Is the

dentist. Most of the medical and dental clinics and offices are in

the residential areas especially along Victoria Street. The commer­

cial area is being intensively used. Only one vacant building was 

apparent. The official plan does not at present include any great 

extension of the commercial area. The blocks surrounding the central 

intersection are to become completely commercial. So new developments 

are planned in other areas. The existing number of commercial estab­

lishments and their diversity would indicate that Alliston plays a 

significant role in the organization of the surrounding countryside.
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Industry

The rapid population growth of recent years in Allioton has 

been largely the result of the establishment of modern new Industries. 

Baxter laboratories and Salada Poods both of which have located in

Alllston in the last ten years have been the leaders. Table JB illus­

trates the growth over the past decade. The industrial structure in 

the past has been one of dispersal. Some of the older industries are 

located to the C.2J.R. rail line. However this has now. fallen Into dis­

use and the C.P.R. line is of greater importance• Both Baxter and 

Salada are located adjacent to this line. Transportation is certai ly 

one of the significant general factors prompting industry to locate in 

Alliston. The well established road net which brings the large Toronto 

market and the main routes of Southern Ontario within an hour’s travel­

ling time is now more important than the railways. The ability of the 

rural area to supply a labour force is a third general feature afforded 

industry. The generally lower wage level than would be found in a 

large metropolitan centre is an added bonus to industry. In addition 

the town has in the past made a practice of subsidizing new industry. 

Although now strictly illegal the granting of a fixed assessment, of 

free water, and of cash grants to help the industry establish were 

offered to entice development in earlier years.

The most important of the existing industries are listed in 

Table 3C. Baxter and Salada are pre-eminent. Baxter laboratories 

Incorporated is a large international organization having its head­

quarters in Morton Grove, Illinois. They have had manufacturing facil­

ities in Canada for 25 years but have only been in Alllston 6 years.
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establish^ nts 
(So*)

iaployees
(So.)

Salaries &
Wages
(SOOO's)

Cost at Plant 
of Materials
7. 000

Net Value 
of Products

3000*a

Selling Value of 
Factory Shipments

3000*s

1950 11 92 141 252 706
1956 10 122 27S 756 509 1268

1957 11 255 659 1110 1175 25a
195a 10 137 561 1169 1220 2417

1959 10 186 569 1559 1578 2765
I960 12 196 605 1524 1529 2885

,%a&a .1?. .Stigyaa ^aatei-,,^85

Sane of Industry Nature of Product ataployees
M F

Sales Volume

Baxter Laboratories Pharmaceuticals, Intravenous 
Solutions, lo jpital Sup plies 55 52 over SI,000, 00.

Diamond Wood Products Burial Caskets 14 5 not revealed

Solatia Foods Ltd Potato Processing 100 150 over 31,000.000.

Peter fhoapaon & St® Hardwood & Dressed Lumber
Trim Sash and D ors 51 3500,000-1,000,000

Potato Co-op Crude & Pack Potatoes, Potato 
Storage

seasonal
20 at peak

McLaughlin Peeking Co. -ggs, Chicken Processing Not available

Alliston Farriers Co-op Feeds and Supplies

Alliston Creamery & Dairy 
Bishop Plastics

Iiilk and Butter
Plastic Novelties
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The three general location features discussed above had a bearing upon 

Baxter locating in Alliston,especially the presence of the C.P.K. main

line to the west since their main warehouse is in Vancouver. However 

the most important specific factor is the availability of a good supply 

of water. The process of manufacturing intravenous solutions requires 

a supply of water which must be of a very high purity. Alliston in 

seeking to enlarge the local sources some years ago tapped a large 

supply. Baxter uses 20,000 gallons of this each day in their manufact­

uring process. In addition to the hospital supplies which have a nat­

ional and international market, an enzyme which is a bi-product of the 

Baxter process is produced and sold to breweries for use in their man­

ufacturing process.

Water supply and the rich potato area were the specific loca­

tion factors prompting Salada Foods to locate in Alliston. The Alliston 

plant is the only one of its kind in Canada. Potato flakes, chips and 

dehydrated potatoes are produced using a patented process.

Salada Poods requires 40 million pounds of potatoes a year at 

their current rate of production. Half of these are gorwn on local 

Salada farms, the other half are contracted. The period of the potato 

harvest from early August until the coming of frost is a busy time.

The peak is reached in September. Trucks are continually bringing the 

harvest in from local farms. Storage facilities in the plant itself 

are adequate to handle 25 million pounds. Additional storage is avail­

able on the fariiis.

During processing the plant is in operation twenty four hours

a day for fifteen continuous shifts after which follows a clean up
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period. The process takes place entirely in water and Salada, when 

in full operation consumes 450,000 gallons in a 24 hour period.

Speed and efficiency is important with regard to the potato chip.

The product, which is marketed nation wide, oust be in the hands of 

the distributor 14 days after the completion of the process. The 

other products can be shipped out to be held in storage at Montreal 

or Don Mills for later distribution. The need to continually process 

the potato chip throughout the year helps to stabilize employment al­

though the fall is by far the busiest time. Total employment climbs 

to JOO at this season. Although the majority of employees are local, 

some commute up to 25 miles to both Salada and Baxter.

This well developed modern industry would be impossible were 

the town of Alliston not adequately serviced.Sewa£e and water are 

the two most important. An aotivited sludge system and lagoons meet 

sewage needs. The lagoons were especially developed to handle waste 

matter from the Salada Plant. Water supply is a strong feature. 

Average daily capacity is 1,200,000 gallons or 400,000 gallons over 

average daily consumption despite demands made by existing industry.

An allied industry is the Alliston Potato Co-operative begun 

just this year. A group of thirteen independent growers have combined 

to build two large structures whioh will be used for grading and stor­

ing potatoes. Each of the members was required to put up $5000 to 

join. The oapital investment in buildings and machinery is already 

$160,000. Because of the large supply of working capital required in 

modern potato farming a man with leas than 100 acres is not able to 

compete and some of the members are growing up to 500 acres. The



51 -

co-op is administered by a hired manager who is responsible for find­

ing the market. Response on the Toronto market has already been

favourable.

Of the older industries, Thompson Lumbar is the most import­

ant. Operations in the mill and bush provide employment for up to 50 

men at peak periods. Cutting rights are bought up within a 100 mile 

radius of Alliston, Company owned trucks bring the cut lumber to the 

mill. Distribution of the finished product takes place by rail, using 

the C.H.R. which adjoins the mill in the northwest section of Alliston, 

as well as by road. Diamond Wood Products, makers of burial caskets, 

is the only other industry which is really significant through more 

than just the local area.

The offioial plan aims at consolidation of the industrial 

area into a zone to the south of the current built up area. The tot­

al area zoned industrial, as is so often the case, reflects great 

optimism. The fulfilment of this aspect of the plan lies far in the 

future,

Transportation

The road net within Alliston comprises 12 miles of paved 

roads.The only section not paved is that between the Boyne River 

and Victoria Street. Present development which visualizes industrial 

growth in the south and the majority of new residential growth north 

of the Boyne should recognize the funnel effect created by the bridge 

over the river wnich will have to be crossed by those making this 

daily trip. The valley of the Boyne is greatly contracted at this

point and no other point within the municipal boundaries can afford
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such a convenient and easily bridged crossing point, Modern building 

practices could certainly do the job. The point is that the most fav­

ourable bridging point has already been taken. This early choice of 

a crossing point has had an effect on the present structure and ie the 

principal reason for the centrality of the Victoria-Church Street

intersection.

The C.N.K. which extends diagonally across the town plan and 

the C.P.H. in the east end are prominent features of the urban land­

scape, They are principally through rail right of ways. Supplementary 

featuxes associated with large scale railway development which are often 

considered as having a depressing effect are largely lacking. The main 

obstacle 1b created by the C.P.R. Only along Victoria and Albert Sts, 

is road traffic able to cross the tracks. Along all other r ads the 

rail right of way forms a barrier to west-east movement.

Institutional

Buildings belonging to thia category show a random distribut­

ion in the urban structure. The municipal administrative offices are 

located just south of the central intersection. Educational institut­

ions include two elementary schools serving 800 students, the modern 

700 pupil, Sir Frederick Banting High School, a district school which 

serves all of Tecumseth and the publio library located in the C.B.D.

Five churches representing a variety of denominations are scattered 

through the urban landscape. The district hospital located in the 

northwest quarter of the town which is currently undergoing expansion 

to 125 beds serves a population of 20,000. The large ultra-purpose 

community oentre building has also been mapped in this category.
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Open Space

land in this category comprises greenbelt, subdivided land 

yet to be developed and areas still in agricultural use« The prin­

cipal area of greenbelt follows the trend of the valley of the Boyne 

River* The area at the west end of the town is sore intensively used. 

Community recreation facilities Including a swimming pool, baseball 

and picnic areas which are located where the valley is quite wide.

The land in the ravine to the east is still under heavy natural for­

est cover* Within the old town core nearly all available land has been 

built upon. There are three areas of open space all of limited space. 

Two other areas are given over to cemeteries. Beyond the limits of 

the built up area south of Victoria Street the majority of the land 

is still in agricultural production. In the developing area to the 

north of the Boyne the subdivided zone fronts directly on land still 

in agricultural production. Along Banting Drive the lots which have 

been subdivided have not yet all been built upon. The official plan 

is merely the fully developed component of the present actual pattern.

The present day land use is fully expressed in terms of these 

six categories. The official plan cannot violently alter past devel­

opment without incurring great expense in redevelopment, which in the 

case of Alliston is not necessary. Its purpose is therefore to guide 

future development.

SAILLsrland

Urban plaoes are organizational pointe for the surrounding 

countryside. The extent of area which an urban place serves is in 

part a function of the size of the urban place. The area served is

known as the hinterland. The extent of the area served also varies
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depending upon the particular function that the urban place is perform­

ing. The hinterland is therefore a collective term defining the area 

served by a composite of functions performed by the urban place.

The hinterlands of selected functions performed in Alliston 

have been determined in the field and mapped on figure 9« The hinter­

land of the Alliston dairy for the purposes of fluid milk delivery is 

a circle of five miles radius centring on Alliston. This circular hin­

terland which has been defined by the terms of the contract delimits 

the extent of fluid milk distribution. The area serviced by the Bank 

of Montreal also closely approaches a circle. However the centre of 

such a figure would lie to the north and west of Alliston. The area 

served by the largest grocery chain in town is also displaced to the 

north and west. The area of newspaper circulation approaches a circular 

form but is displaced to the north and west. The singular exception to 

this pattern is reflected in the boundary of the zone serviced by Allis­

ton Canadian Tire outlet. The choice of location of branch stores in a

chain is important. The Alliston outlet is designed to serve the area 

encircled which has a calculated total population of 15»000.

The general pattern of the displacement of the hinterland 

areas to the west and north can be explained by several factors. High­

way 40Û to the east has become a barrier. The east-west flow is direct­

ed north-south by this new super highway. Prom Alliston people and 

goods travel east to 400 and south to Toronto. The influence of the

Toronto conurbation which reaches out toward Tecumseth is a factor in

displacing the Alliston hinterland toward the northwest. Those living 

within easy access of highway 9 are inclined to travel south to the
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areas of denser population for many of the necessary services. The 

southern part of the township does not lie securely within the Alliet- 

on hinterland. Toward the northwest there are fewer competing centres

The northwest quadrant of a circle described around Alliston 

is the direction of easiest penetration from the urban focus. Lower 

overall population densities than encount red to the south and a lack 

of towns of a size and comparable development to compete with Alliston 

suggest that the natural extension should be in this direction. There

is one factor of overwhelming significance which augments this natural 

direction of growth. This is the presence of Camp Borden. It has a 

great economic impact on the area both through its employment of local 

labour and through the trade generated. Some 5,500 military personnel 

and their families are stationed at Camp Borden. An additional 2750 

civilians are employed at the Camp.d Kany residents of Alliston com­

mute to Camp Borden daily. Alliston has also become a place to shop 

and spend leisure hours for many of the residents of the base.

There is then ample Justification for the elongation of 

Alliston*s hinterland in the northwest quadrant. The theoretical

hinterland is thus described as a circle whose centre lies somewhat

to the northwest of Alliston.

This geographic study of the form and function of the town 

of Alliston shows it to be a progressive centre having a degree of 

importance as a minor regional centre. It gained its early importance 

as a service centre for the surrounding agricultural community. This 

inertia has been maintained. Today major industry is geared to ag­

ricultural. The commercial function has been strengthened by the
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The north aide of the C.B.JD. 
in Alliston backs onto the 
valley of the river Boyne« 
The valley is steep sided 
and narrow at this point.
The river ohannel is con­
fined low down in the valley 
here.

At the west end of the town 
the river valley broadens 
and the banks are not steep. 
The valley is suitable for 
recreation. The South 
Siacoe County Museum is 
situated here. One of the 
exhibits is a cabin built 
by one of the early pion­
eers.
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Recent rapid development 
in Alliston has been 
oloBely connected with 
the prosperity of potato 
production. The Salada 
Foods plant at Alliston 
processes large quantit­
ies of locally grown 
potatoes.

Subsidiary potato indust­
ries have sprung up. The 
largest potato co-ope ative 
in the township has been 
built at Alliston. Under 
the direction of a hired 
manager local growers 
market their product 
principally to the large 
Toronto-Kamilton market 
to the south.



An intermingling of old 
and new buildings is 
found in the C.B.D. The 
banks, the post office 
and a modern drug store 
are clustered around the 
main intersection.

The town hall with its 
bell tower is a relic 
of earlier days. It is 
located ii mediately 
south of the principal 
intersection.

Banting Memorial District 
High School, named after 
one of the towns most 
famous native sons is an 
700 pupil scnool serving 
all the secondary school 
students of Tecumseth.



Fin© old homes are to be 
found in the old resident­
ial core of Alliston. Sosse 
of the most elaborate and 
beat maintained are located 
along highway 89 the raain 
east-west route.

Recent population growth 
has witnessed a building 
boons in Alliaton. The 
majority of the homes 
are modest single family 
brick bun#.alow structures.
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establishment of a large military base nearby. In an age which is 

dominated by the large urban giants such as Toronto, Alliston can 

never aspire to greatness. Nevertheless the town is of local import­

ance and has forcibly exerted itself upon the geography of southern

Simcoe and eastern Dufferin Counties.

Boston and Tottenham

The incorporated villages of Beeton and Tottenham which lie 

within 5 miles of each other are similar in many respects. The urban 

functions performed by centres of this size are necessarily very 

limited. Therefore this aspect of the study is not an urban study as 

in the case of Alliston, In spite of the similarities found in the 

two centres underlying differences were detected. The investigation 

is concerned with discovering the reason for these through a comparat­

ive study of the development of the two centres. In the first instance 

a basio disparity became apparent merely through visual acquaintance 

with the two villages. To this writer it seemed that Beeton was a 

more favourable and pleasant place in which to live. The appearance 

of the buildings, largely ae a result of upkeep and not original 

structure, and the general attractiveness of the surroundings were 

superior in Beeton. Some quantitatively measurable criteria will be 

offered in an attempt to develop this theory but in the final analysis 

a oertain degree of subjective judgement must be used.

Because of the close proximity of the villages a great many 

of the broader factors influencing development would have affected the 

two centres equally. However the importance of precise location can­

not be overlooked. Settlement history reveals that there were a
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larger number of earlier settlers in the Tottenham area. This brief 

head start did not prove to be significant. Information concerning 

early development in the Tottenham area is liiaited. John Totten 

settled on the southwest quarter of lot 8, concession two" and it is 

thought that this individual gave his name to the village. Totten­

ham was incorporated in 1884. Robert Clark was one of the few very 

early settlers in the area of modern day Beeton.10 The centre which 

developed was at first officially called Clarkesville although the 

more frequent title of Clark’s ifudhole was quite appropriate in the 

early years. The arrival in 1867 of David Alliaton Jones, Canada's 

first commercial beekeeper was to have far-reaohing consequence.11 

Jones was the first man to introduce honey bees, which were not native 

to North America, to Ontario. As well as marketing the natural prod­

uct Jones instructed students at his bee yards in Beeton and operated 

a beekeeping equipment manufacturing concern. To commemorate his con­

tribution the post office was renamed Beetown (later Beeton) in 1874.

In 1895 the combined hardships of the ravages of foulbrood, 

a disease affecting bees, and fire drove Jones into bankruptcy. Ee 

then turned all hie energy toward the building up of the community.

He envisioned a large thriving town at Beeton and the effeots of his 

elaborate early survey are still felt.

Comparative classification of urban centres in the early 

years proved difficult because of the difficulty of finding comparable 

statistical material. Urban places in one study have been arranged

in a service classification dependent upon services performed in the 

12centre. Urban places were classified as rural villages, urban vill-
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agesm sub-towns and fully fledged towns. In 1« 51 neither Beeton nor 

Tottenham qualified for even the lowest category. By 18ol both bad 

risen to the urban village categ ry. The requisite service criteria 

in that year include! ban- s, a newspaper, a high school, members of 

the legal profession and physicians. Centres perforaing two or ttxre© 

of these services were classified as urban villages. In 1911» a pub­

lic library was added to the five criteria. Both centres were again 

classified as urban villages which included all places in which two

or three of the services were absent. The final classificatio of

1952 necessitated a readjustment of the service functions to be used

because f the advanced state of urbanism. The six key services ohoaen

were banks, nevs papers, public libraries, public secondary schools,
13moving picture theatres and hospitals. Following this classifica­

tion Tottenham which has only the bank dropped to the category of a 

rural village while Beeton which performs three of the services re­

mained an urban village. On this basis Beeton made a slight gain at 

the expense of Tottenham. However the newspaper and library in Beeton 

are very small.

In contrast to the apparent relative development of Beeton 

by this measure analysis of the historic population trend would indi­

cate growth hae been more rapid in Tottennam. Beeton held its great­

est advantage in numbers over Tottenham in 1891. At that early date 

Beeton has a population of 771 or almost 200 moie th&it Tottenham. 

(Appendix II). The gap has steadily been closed until Tottenham 

surpassed Beeton in 1956 although it did drop slightly benind again 

in 1961.
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Differences in the religious composition of the population 

are also apparent. The percentage of population declaring Ronan 

Catholic affiliation has always been more significant in Tottenham. 

This was especially apparent in the early years. In 1891» 55% of the 

population of Tottenham was Ronan Catholic compared with only 2% in 

Beeton. The Protestant centre would appear to have been more strong­

ly concerned with matters concerning the surficial development and 

external appearance of the community•

Study of the environs of the two centres also suggest reas­

ons for variation in development. Tottenham is situated near the 

northern margin of the rugged sandy hane country where it comes in 

contact with the rolling deposits of glacial lake Schömberg. B^ ©ton 

lies within the sone of lacustune sediments just south of the sand 

plain boundary. Cross-sections taken through both Beeton and Totten­

ham depict the varying nature of the terrain, (figure IO), More 

favourable topographic and soil conditions in the Beeton area fostered 

the development of a more prosperous agricultural community. Close

interrelations between farm and service centre would make this an

important factor in the development of the urban places during the age

of the agrarian society. The hinterland relationship between urban

and rural areas is a reciprocal one. Whether in the final analysis

the country organises the town or town organises country is still a 
•j L,

point of dispute.

This would appear to be the principal difference in the phy­

sical geography of the areas. Aspects of the human geography of the 

surrounding areas such as transportation would not appear to be sig-
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nificant although Beeton has long been situated on a paved County Road.

Land use, past and present, may be invoked to suggest reasons

for the apparent disparity in the modern day external appearance of 

the two centres. It is difficult to assemble information casting 

light on past land use. Generally it might be said that both centres 

showed a great deal more apparent activity in the past. This is a 

generalization that could be levelled at most existing small centres. 

The activities of the agrarian society involved great community activ­

ity. Both centres perfo med the traditional agriirian functions.

These included the servicing of local residents and the processing of 

natural products of field and forest. However Tottenham traditionally 

has had a more active and diversified industrial base. A foundry and 

tannery both of which were lacking in Beeton were found in Tottenham.

A specialty industry in Tottenham was the Coleman Box Factory which 

manufactured fare boxes for the Toronto Transit Commission up until 

1910. As is apparent in tablemo Tottenham Is still superior in in­

dustrial development.

Table mi 0 Industry Today

Beeton Tottenham

Borden Metal Produots 
Grain elevator and

Coal Distribution 
Parsons Seed Company 
International Nutrition

(Health Bread)

Tottenham Creamery
Grain elevator, coal and oil 

Distribution
Tipping rioter Bodies
Leather goods
Chemicals (wax, floor cleaner) 
Schley Woodworking.

Borden Metal Products which employ eighteen is Beeton’s

largest industry. It is an efficient and progressively administered 

operation dealing basically in metal grates. The Beeton grain elevator
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is a larger operation than that in Tottenham. The other industries 

are small employing less than 10 workers. The creamery in Tottenham 

is comparatively a very large operation. Its 560 suppliers are dis­

tributed over a wide area. Tottenham Creamery serves 80% of the 

stores through its pick up area. Other markets include Donlands, a 

large Toronto dairy, and the Victoria Harbour Dairy, which commands 

large quantities of the product during the summer holiday season.

The remaining four industries located in Tottenham are not large. How 

ever they are representative of an industrial diversification. The 

economic base of Tottenham is not as strongly allied to the agricult­

ural community as it is in Beeton.

The commercial areas of both towns are similarly compared in

table OK
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Tab le ftreaant Commercial Outlet»

Beeton Tottenham

Â» Establishments dealing Drugs 1 1
in retail goods Pood Outlets 

Hardware k Farm
3 5

Supplies
Department Stores

2 2

(small) 1 2
Electrical goods 1 0
Antiques 1 0
Bicycles sales 0 1
Harness maker 0 1
Furniture 0 1

A. Establishments dealing Restaurants 4 2
in Services Hotel 1 1

Hair styling 1 1
Barber 1 1
Service station 3 4
Bell telephone 1 1
Paper
Real estate and

1 0

insurance 1 1
Law office 0 l
Undertaker 0 l
laundromat 0 1

C. Institutional estab­ Bank 1 l
lishments Poet office 1 i

Township office 1 0

D. Other Vacant building 5 3

In an age of rapid automobile traffic and commuting the ser-

vice function of the commercial area of email centres such ae Deeton

and Tottenham is limited* Seven service establishments are geared 

solely to the auto* Only the number of food outlets exceeds this tot 

al* Each town can lay claim to a limited number of specialized funot 

ions* The most significant of these are the presence of the Township 

offices and a paper in Becton. Something of a centripetal force, 

especially in the earlier years, would have been created by the pres­

ence of these functions. The r lative stagnation of the centres, as
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shown by the number of vacant building« which formerly performed a 

commercial function, is equal.

The principal contrast a« shown by the comparative land use 

maps is the difference in the structure of the two centres. The 

sprawling grid of the Beeton town plan is a outgrowth of the ambitious 

early survey undertaken by D. A. Jones. The majority of the planned 

streets of this first survey have never been opened up. A great deal 

of open space remains within the town limits. The spaoing of resident 

ial structures and extent of open space creates a great deal of the 

hamlets charm. The compact structure of Tottenham is in oomplete con­

trast. Structures are orowded both toward eaoh other and toward the 

street. 11

The effect of the differing town plans is being felt today. 

Tottenham is equipped with a primary treatment sewage system. How­

ever because of the sprawling structure of Beeton the length of sewer 

pipe that would have to be laid to provide a sewage system would raise 

the cost to a prohibitive >190,000.00. Prospects for attracting ind­

ustry by the addition of this service would not justify the expense. 

The Corporation owned dam at Tottenham could offer water to any ind­

ustry which might like to locate here, but Beeton too has a good water 

supply. The advantages which Tottenham holds with regard to services 

for future development has oreated a degree of land speculation in 

the area. An option on the agricultural land surrounding the village 

was purchased by a Toronto real estate firm a decade ago but no devel­

opment has yet taken place.

Figures on taxable assessment made in 19&2 point out the
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similarity of the two centres measured in this manner.
15Population and Local Taxable As. escjaents Made.. In.ljbg.

Kunici- Popula- Acreage Total Taxable Taxable Business Total
for Assess« Taxable

pality tion Taxation Aoreage Land Buildings merits__ Asses, atents
IS $ S

Beeton 854 365 475 104,044 634,940 43,000 781.904

Tottenham 746 361 400 109,055 627,140 54,360 790,555

In toto Tottenham registers a slightly higher total taxable assessment 

based upon a smaller aoreage and population although the latter is not 

a good indicator in this case when not combined with the age and sex 

figures of population. The value placed on taxable buildings is the 

only category in whioh Bseton leads. Although this is far from being 

a positive indicator of the overall superior quality of the buildings 

in Beeton because of a great number of other factors which would also 

have to be considered, it does provide an indication which can be used

with other findings.

Two additional indicators of a community spirit and pride of 

comounity are to be found in Beeton. The Beeton Fair Grounds annually 

hosts a large two-day fall fair. The fair attraots crowds of up to 

6,000 for a day and requires a great deal of organization from the 

community. The memorial archway marking the main entrance was erected 

in honour of the local war dead. The large oom amity centre was 

built and has been operated and maintained by virtue of an active 

community spirit which has centred on Beeton.

A number of factors have been investigated in an attempt to 

provide reasons for the disparity in the present day structure and 

appearance of Beeton and Tottenham. The historical sequence of events
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showed the villages to be quite comparable in their development. 

Neither ever appeared to overshadow the other to any great extent.

The relative prosperity of agriculture in the immediate hinterland of 

Beeton is suggested as being in part linked with the present higher 

assessed value placed on buildings in the village. There are a large 

number of spacious well-kept residences in Beeton. The close inter­

relation between village and country, so important in the early years

when these homes were built is seen here. The structure of the vill­

age of Beeton is another feature adding to its overall attractiveness. 

The partially developed town plan has meant that much land remains 

vacant. Residential lots are for the raoet part large. Beeton was 

found to exhibit a more active central function within the ar a and

possessed a greater community spirit.

The problem is not altogether measurable in a quantitative

way. However this situation exists in all social sciences where 

value judgements must be aude using information which is related to 

the problem. In the present day landscape, Beeton which lies at the 

geographical centre of the township, looks longingly back toward the 

age of the agrarian society. It will remain a quiet residential cen­

tre for retired folk and for an increasing number of comisuters. Tott­

enham on the other hand, which is more strongly bounu to the modern 

age and industry, looks hopefully to the future and an industrial 

boom. These two points of view sum up the contrasting positions held 

by the respective municipal leaders. Beeton with its strongly rural

S&aplexion remains the more favourable place in which to live.



Tottenham co;auercial
area

The commercial function of former agricultural service centres 
has been all but eclipsed. The greater mobility of the modern 
age hag permitted the consolidation of urban functions in few­
er larger centres.



Centre Street, Beeton
The internal spaci me­
nées is one of Beeton’s 
greatest charms. The 
village with its wide 
grassed boulevards and 
large residential lots has 
distinctly rural aspects.

Queen Street, Tottenham 
In contrast Tottenham 
is a more compact village. 
Buildings crowd into 
each other and toward the 
street, BuildingB are 
not as well maintained.
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The Beeton oonmunity 
spirit is overtly express­
ed in its park and fair
grounds. A 2-day fall 
fair attracts crowds of 
6000 per day.

A da® conetrueted at 
Tottenham aflords opport­
unity to industry and re­
creation, Ind strial 
growth h«.s not proceeded 
and possibilities for 
recreation have not been 
extensively developed.
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Chapter IV

Agricultural hand Use

Agriculture in Tecumseth is the most significant aspect of

land use. Reports of tne local agricultural s ciety dating from as

early as 1845» pay a glowing tribute to the prosperity of agriculture.1

The township today is still primarily a rural ownship. The official

township plan was formulated with this in mind and is designed to

protect agricultural interests while remaining flexible enough to 
2

accommodate diversified growth.

This study will be developed by considering the general ag­

riculture of the township. This will be accomplished first by a gen­

eral overview in which differing regional emphasis will be brought out 

and in which studies of sample farms will be used. The general study

will conclude with an examination of seven selected blocks of land for

which land use has been ma ped. Statistical information concerning 

crop production and matters of the farm economy to serve as reference 

for this general study are compiled in appendix <. An examination of 

the agricultural specialisms of the township will conclude the study.

The agricultural capability of this towns ip, which is fav­

ourably situated for the development of ooamercial agriculture, is 

indicated by the percentage of improved land to total occupied land 

shown in figure 14. Although it is not possible to define distinct 

regions especially with regard to a mixed a, ricultural economy differ­

ing emphases may be noted.

The southwest quarter of the township is an area of mixed 

farmixig. The area comprises a variety of land and soil types. Mu oh

of the land which is poorest adapted to agricultural development
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occurs in this area. The sandy kame land of the extreme southwest 

corner, the more steeply sloping of the till land, and even the lac­

ustrine land, which in this area suffers froa severe stream dissert- 

ion, are of limited use for agriculture. uoh of the land along the 

stream valleys remains in woodland and permanent pasture.

The i&w farm on the third concession is typical of the area 

although somewhat larger than most (fig. lj). One hundred and eighty 

acres of land are owned and another 250 rented. No grain is produced 

for sale although a large quantity of feed is grown. General practice 

involves keeping a variety of livestock. There are some farms in 

this area which are used solely for pasture. Commuters or part-time 

farmers are most prevalent in this part of the township.

To illustrate the general physical unsuitability of this 

land for agriculture, reference has been made to a farm plan drawn 

up for a farm situated on the sandy kame of the 1st ooncession. This 

plan, drawn up by the Ontario Agricultural College, divides the land 

into seven agricultural categories, bated upon the overall slope, 

the degree of irregular slope, the susceptibility to wind and water 

erosion, atoniness and soil type. In figure 15 no first class land 

was mapped. The amount of eeoond elate is limited and fragmented.

The majority of the land was divided between third and fourth class. 

Land placed in category III is considered to require adequate pro­

tective measures for farm crop production and Class IV land is sub­

ject to severe limitations for use in farm crop production.y

There is some variation from this general pattern. To the
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south along highway nine, estate farms, a poultry farm and dog kennels 

are scattered among residential and other types of agricultural devel­

opment, Specialized dairying is developed to a limited extent along 

the main highway and the paved north-south county road. On the kaaie 

land to the extreme southwest only 50% of the land is arable and a 5 

year rotation system was formerly suggested. New practices of scient­

ific agricultural have diminished the importance of a planned rotation. 

Throughout this area of mixed fanning the human element is of para­

mount importance in accounting for differences in individual farms.

The northwest quarter of the township is distinguished for 

its specialized and highly developed commercial agriculture. Leaving 

the specialisms to be dealt with later, an examination of the operat­

ion of the largest mixed commercial operation will serve as a good 

example for this area. The Crang Holdings comprise 1200 acres in 

Tecumseth of which 900 are owned. Mr, J, Crang is an individual 

whose business ventures extend far beyond the field of agriculture.

The operation is extremely diversified. Annual production includes 

some 500 acres of potatoes, 400 acres of grains, 100 of which is corn, 

150 acres of sod and the remainder is left in pasture. Sheep and 

cattle are raised here. A railway siding on the property services 

this operation. In addition another 65O acres of land is owned in an 

adjacent township. The latter holdings on heavier soil are devoted to 

producing a hay crop and the raising of pigs.

The sale of an old airport in the last decade enabled Crang 

to gain control of this large acreage. Taking advantage of his per­

sonal knowledge of farming, diverse business interests and contacts,
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and the nearby Toronto market, he has developed a prosperous and high­

ly diversified agricultural complex.

The till plain along the northern edge of the township toward 

the eastern margin is another zone of general farming. As in the 

southwest no pattern can be recognised readily* However the physical 

base is somewhat better than in the former area and holdings are larger 

in this northern area. Land haB been almost entirely cleared for ag­

riculture.

The zone of flat sand plain south of the railway is an area 

of general farming with a beef, dairy, sod emphasis. This low lying 

area suffers from poor drainage and is subject to annual spring flood­

ing. This is most pronounced along the 11th and 12th concessions from 

the 15th sideroad east toward the 20th sideroad. Much of the land ad­

jacent to the forested muck deposits of the central area of lowland 

are used solely for grazing large herds of cattle which are predomin­

antly beef. This poorly drained bottomland is never cropped.

The majority of the beef cattle are of eastern Canadian orig­

in, Most farmers buy their stock locally. Cattle are purchased 

which weigh J00 to 400 pounds. These may or may not be finished when 

marketed depending upon the individual operator. As a secondary pur­

suit beef cattle are also bred in this area, although cattlemen real­

ize that without top stock they are better off to sell to the market 

for slaughter. Cattle will usually be kept for two years before being 

sold. Dairy cattle are also comnon but shipments are to creameries

rather than to fluid milk dealers.

The solle which have good moisture holding capacities produce
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an excellent hay crop. Peed grains are also grown and corn acres, es 

are significant and on the increase. Growing of fall grains is limit­

ed by drainage conditions. Their production is dependent upon the 

precise location of well drained land.

Small acreages of sod are also found in this region. Single 

fields rather than whole farms as in the true specialty area are dev­

oted to this purpose. A variety of other farming activities are carr­

ied on depending upon the individual operator. All three farms visited 

in this region were large and 200 acres was proposed as the average 

siae of holding.

The remaining southwest portion of the township is also a 

region of mixed farming but with an emphasis on dairy, beef, and grain. 

The physical conditions are favourable for agricultural. This area was 

settled early and had the first good road connections to the south.

The Botham farm on the third line, for which a farm plan has been 

prepared, is illustrative of the physical suitability of the land 

(figure 16J. In comparison with the farm in the southwest, a large 

proportion of the land here is in categories I and II. This is the 

prime agricultural land. Some of the finest farms in the entire 

township are to be found adjacent to highway 27. A significantly 

large number of farms whioh lie within this region deal in special­

ties. The remaining farms exhibit a general diversified type of 

eoonomy. Overall quality is high.

The area is distinguished by the production of wheat for sale 

which was found to be a factor in the general economy of all farms 

visited in this sub-region. Although the days of eastern wheat prod-
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uction have long passed, this area has a long history of wheat pro­

duction. Ite importance has declined for the township as a whole as 

is seen in figure /7 • However inertia has maintained a place of 

importance for this practice in the southwestern section of the town­

ship. The planting of fall wheat also helps solve a labour problem 

on the farm by distributing the seeding of grains over two seasons.

Differences in the agricultural pattern beoorae more observ­

able and measurable if discussed in terms of land use. To this end 

seven blocks of lOOdacreB each were selected and the land use mapped. 

Blocks were chosen to represent different physiographic and land 

type regions. Areas exclusively devoted to specialty farming were 

avoided and this aspect of agriculture will be treated separately.

The classification of agricultural land use includes five categories? 

hay and rotation pasture, small grains, corn, freshly ploughed land 

and woodland and natural pasture. Any distinction between hay and 

rotation pasture recognizes merely a difference in present emphasis 

not in aotual land use. Small grains have been grouped together. 

Wheat is included with small grains throughout, although it is sep­

arated out where possible. Corn which is becoming increasingly more 

important in Ontario was mapped separately. The freshly ploughed 

land was being prepared for planting fall wheat. The practice of 

summer fallow is not as important as it used to be. Modern methods

of fertilization and weed control have reduced the need for this 

praotioe. An idle field is a luxury which few farmers can today aff­

ord. In many cases land formerly in the hay, rotation pasture categ­

ory is ploughed up and left idle for a short period before the fall
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planting. The woodland and natural pasture category ie usually indi­

cative of rougher land and less intensive use.

Block one is located in the southwest corner of the town­

ship, in the region of sandy kame deposits (figure / £ ). The high

porosity of the soils tends to create droughty conditions. This con­

dition was especially noticeable with regard to the com grown in the 

area. In the late summer when the crop was flourishing further north 

in the township stands of corn in this area appeared pale and parched. 

Later in the season a combination of dry and cool weather caused the 

deciduous trees of the area to shed their leaves relatively early.

The land is used principally for hay and rotation pasture.

One farm was used solely for pasturing cattle. Small grains which are 

produced are used for feed. Only three small fields of wheat were 

found in the original ma,ping. The percentage of land in woodland 

and natural pasture is significant. Merciless stripping of forest

cover fro® this land has had a detrimental effect. A forest and

vegetative cover is required to keep the soil water level up. Woodlot 

management as well as reforestrution on these sandy soils is an imp­

ortant art of present land use. Agriculture in this block is of a 

low intensity. The block is representative of a less productive area 

of the township. The principal limitations on agriculture are found 

in the poor physical conditions.

Block two is located on the fourth concession northeast of

Tottenham. Except for the northeast oorner the block liee within a 

aone of lacustrine plain. The majority of the block falls tithin 

land type II. However the intensity of use is not as great as often



found on the Schomberg soils. A deep winding stream valley which 

cuts across the block imposes a physical limitation on the extent of 

cultivation. Topographic conditions preclude the use of this land 

for any purpose other than woodland or natural pasture. Beyond this 

valley, land use is diversified. Small grains constitute a large pro­

portion of total land use. Wheat, although still of relatively minor 

significance is more prominent than in blook one. Hay and rotation 

pasture is the other major use. Small quantities of ensilage corn 

are produced. Strip cropping was practiced as a conservation measure

in this blook.

Considerable non-agrioultural development was found both

within the municipal limits of Tottenham and in a strip east of the

village. The strip development which comprises residences of varying

quality could not be instigated today under the existing township plan

which restricts residential growth to specific area where schools,
4

water, sewage and other services already exist. These areas are ad­

jacent to the incorporated places or near the old hamlets such as 

Cooketown and Bond Head. The sand gravel quarry in the elevated north­

east corner of the blook marks the contrast between lacuetrine and till

deposits.

Block three is situated on the 5th concession between side-

roads 10 and 15» Physiograpnically the majority of the block is till 

plain which is very rugged in parts. The lower southeast corner is 

composed of flatter outwash deposits. A complexity of land types con­

verges on this block. Variation in surface topography may be used as 

an indicator of the three contrasting land types.



The first occurrence of a specialty sod operation was capped 

here. This operation is confined to the flat soils of type III.

Much of the block was mapped as woodland and natural pasture. This 

land is steeply sloping and correlates very closely with land type VI. 

The hobby farmer is a factor in this block and some of the wooded area 

is reforested land. Throughout the township all available forested 

land has been bought up by people who are not primarily interested in 

farming, Retirement and modeet estate homes are confined to the more 

rugged areas which could not support a viable farm economy in any 

case. All suitable land throughout the township is still worked by 

people who are genuinely interested in farming. Most of the remaining 

land in the blook belongs to land type IV. In the northeast part this 

land is cultivated. The cropping reflects a general far® economy. At 

the western end of the block where the property is owned by hobbyists 

the unforested land is rented to farmers who use it for pasture.

Great variation is seen throughout and the mapped land use was found 

to relate strongly to the physical conditions.

Blook four is found on the seventh concession toward the

eastern margin of the township. The blook is in an area of laoustrine 

soils. The Schoaberg soils which dominate belong to land type II.

The intensity of ubb in this blook for»« a contrast with block two 

which had similar soils. Although streams are still to be found in 

this block, dissection is not as severe and is not a limiting faotor 

to cultivation. The percentage of woodland is insignificant. Pro­

duction of small grains dominates. The amount of land which has been

freshly ploughed may be used as an indicator of the amount of fall
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wheat grown. The amount of land, devoted to hay and rotation pasture 

is small. The block is further distinguished by the presence of or­

chards, one of which is very large. Production of small fruits is 

generally lacking throughout the township. This block, which is sit­

uated on the principal paved east-west route through the township near 

a major nortu-south highway is highly cultivated and provides a good 

base for a prosperous general farming economy.

The land of block five exhibits a striking physical similar­

ity to block four. Along the northern aargin of this block the poorly 

drained area of the Bailey Creek basin becomes a factor. This area is 

under forest cover. The remainder is highly suitable for agriculture. 

Orchard land and a large area of sod were mapped. Two contrasts with 

the cropping procedure found in block four are apparent. A relative 

decline in the area of small grains at the expense of increased acre­

age in hay and rotation pasture is evident. Little land is devoted 

to wheat. The second contrast is the increase in com acreages.

That two areas whioh exhibit a close physical similarity can differ 

in cropping procedure points to the importance of the human element 

of choice in the operations of a mixed farm economy.

Block six is located in the 'Beeton flats' on the bed of

former Lake Algonquin. The soils which are found within the block 

fall into two different land types but are unified on the basis of 

their common imperfect drainage. However the napped use would indi­

cate that the land is capable of supporting a prosperous agriculture.

A great deal of the land is devoted to the specialties of potatoes

and sod
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The area of forest and natural pasture is almost entirely 

confined to the well entrenched stream valley which winds across the 

northwest quarter of the block. land use also indicates a certain 

amount of mixed farming. Among the grains a general lack of wheat 

was in evidence and only one field in the block had been prepared for 

fall seeding. The possibilities of planting fall grains are deter­

mined by the drainage conditions of the immediate locale. In many 

instances the drainage conditions as they relate to spring runoff 

make the planting of fall grain risky. However the land does become 

workable at almost as early a date as the more rolling land in the 

township. The flat terrain is ideal for the production of special­

ties which require the use of large machinery.

Block seven is on the 13th concession between the 15th and 

20th sideroads. Two contrasting physiographic and land types area 

are represented in this block. The boundary between these two dis­

tinct physical areas is marked by the railway track which passes dia­

gonally through the block. The area to the south of the tracks ie 

part of the Beeton flats. Within this area drainage improves from 

the southern boundary, which is closest to the main area of muck dep­

osit in the lowland, toward the north as the general elevation in­

creases. North of the railway is a aone of till plain which com­

prises land type four. This area is elevated above the level of the 

flats and has a more rolling topographic appearance.

North of the railway a great deal more of the land is in 

pasture. The railroad follows along the bottom of the slope rising 

up to the till plain and nearly all of this slope is pasture. A
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considerable acreage back from the brow is also pasture. The practice 

of renting land to be used as common pasture is a factor here. Pro­

portionally less land is devoted to hay on the lowland than on the 

upland. This may be in part attributable to the fact that the soieter 

lowland is capable of producing a better hay crop and therefore a 

eras.Her acreage is found to be sufficient.

Small orchards were mapped on the well drained Bond Head 

soils, whereas sod was restricted to the flat, more poorly drained 

areas. The only woodland appeared on the upland although a small 

area of natural pasture was mapped near the railroad right-of-way.

Small grains are Important to both areas. The oontraet in the physic­

al conditions within the block are apparent especially in th® field. 

Practices of land use on lowland and upland reflect a recognition of 

the differing physical suitabilities of the land.

An analysis of these seven sample blocks has revealed differ­

ences in land use throughout that part of the township which is pri­

marily engaged in mixed farming. Variation in physiography and land 

types to be found in connection with the various blocks was found to 

be of paramount importance. However this is not the whole story.

Blocks in which the physical environment is similar were found to 

exhibit different land use emphases. These differences were found to 

relate to factors such as amount of stream dissection and depth of stream 

entrenchment. These factors are of local importance and need be rel­

ated to the precise location in which they are found. Factors of 

human geography also played a part. The proximity to the 1 ng est­

ablished transportation routes was found to have a bearing. In a



Table 4A

Block # 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Assessnmt

1. Land 19,215 24,175 18,610 1 50,?b0 A 24,055 55,610 3 50,64OH

2» B'lildi.i.gs 18,760 L 19,155 20,940 50,490 52,840 H 25,010 27,560

5. Total 57,975 -45,550 59,550 60,850 56,895 56,620 58,000

4* 3/a of Load 320.12 127*55 ¿10.6.3 L $50.06 3 524.00 $33*88 « S5O.76H

Table 4B

1, ;*©. of sways
bolding 
property 9 11 9 12 9 8 11

2* JTo. of acres 
hold bayond 
block 100 500 100 250 200 612 417

5. Avera s si and 
balding USA 1Q8A 1221 105*5 a 155 a . 200*5 A 128 A
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mixed farming economy the element of human tradition and choice is 

always a factor which must be given attention.

In order to carry the study of these seven blocks beyond 

pure land use two elements of the economics of the agriculture were 

studied. The assessed values of agricultural land and buildings with 

in each block were compiled. For this purpose all holdings of ten 

acres or larger were considei-ed to be agricultural land. The results 

are 8..own in table4^ • Three aspects which are revealed by the fig­

ures deserve speoial attention. First there is a correlation between 

the assessed value of the land and the physical qualities of the land 

for agricultural purposes. Land in block six is seen to have the 

highest value in dollrs per acre. However this block because of the 

high percentage of area devoted to specialty crops does not provide 

a good comparison. Block four and seven both of which are general 

farming areas have equally high land values of about <30.00 per acre. 

These blocks comprise dif.erent physiographic and land t„ pe categor­

ies which are well suited to general agriculture. The lowest value 

is found in block three. This is an area poorly suited the agricul­

ture in which the hobby farmers have gained a foothold. Much of the 

land is rugged and forested. The land of block one. much of which 

is in pasture farm, is valued only slightly higher.

Differences in the assessed values of land of similar phy­

sical characteristics is a second feature. The land values of block 

two, four and five vary from 424.00 to 43O»OO per acre. The amount 

of stream dissected land in block two which makes it unsuited to

cultivation has already been discussed. In block five a limited
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amount of land along the northern margin is physically inferior to the 

rest of the block. However the great majority of the land in these 

three blocks is of one type and the variation in value is mainly att­

ributable to human factors. Location with respect to good roads and 

more important today, the use to which the land is being put must be

considered.

A third aspect of interest is the variation in the assessed 

values of buildings found throughout the seven block«. The buildings 

in block five have the highest value. The quality structure« on two 

dairy specialty farms found in the block have raised the value of build­

ings here over those found in block four. At the other extreme are the 

buildings on block one. Because of the amount of pasture farm few spec­

ialized farm structures are needed. The rice in value of buildings in 

block three relative to the low land value is attributable to the atten­

tion that the hobby farmers nave devoted to the upkeep and beautifying 

of their hones. There is no apparent correlation between the assessed 

value of land and the assessed value of the buildings found on that 

land. Highly assessed land does not necessarily have buildings on it

which are of a relatively high value in an area of mixed farming. The
y

number and quality of buildings depends on such factors as land use, 

si ae of holdings and building maintenance on the farm*

Study of land values in conjunction with land use mapping 

has demonstrated there is some correlation between the physical char­

acteristics of the land and its assessed value. However the most

important determinant of land value may well prove to be the use to 

whioh the land is put. This is, so far as the physical conditions 

permit, determined by the individual farmer and by demand for certain
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products. The importance of use in determining value is reflected in 

the high value put upon the land in block six.

Another important aspect of a mixed farming economy is the 

size of the farm unit. In addition to the general information on 

size of farms in the township as a whole the seven blocks have been 

studied in more detail. The number of owners holding agricultural 

land within each block was determined. The number of acres held by 

these owners within the township outside the blook was also compiled. 

With this information the average size of holding for each of the 

seven blocks could bo computed. This information is compiled in 

table4B . The most apparent shortcoming of this method is that stat- 

istics were limited to the one township. Any holdings outside of 

Teouaseth went unnoticed. A marked degree of fragmentation of hold­

ings was discovered. For instance in block four holdings of 25 and 

especially 50 acres were common. The practice of holding small un­

consolidated parcels of land sometimes separated by great distances 

is becoming commonplace. Farmers wishing to enlarge their holdings 

are forced to purchase land where it becomes available. The trend 

toward enlarged holdings in modern agricultural practices will augment 

this phenomena. This practice is most clearly evident in block seven. 

Eleven owners hold land within this block. However the average farm 

size is kept up by the acreage held heyond the block. Again it must 

be emphasized that land held beyond the township boundaries was not

considered.

The largest holdings were registered by the owners having

land in blook six. Eight owners held all the land in the blook. In
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addition 612 acres were held beyond the block. Again this block more 

truly represents the economy of a specialty farming area. Large acre­

age and high capital investment to enable an individual to compete are 

two primary prerequisites.

The trend toward a larger farm unit has increased with the 

modernization of agriculture. In this general plan of enlargement 

fragmentation of holdings is an important factor. The modern farmer 

is extremely mobile and the factor of fragmentation seems to present 

no great problem to him.

Study of a mixed farming area of limited extent would not 

be expected to reveal radically different agricultural practices. 

However as has been noted differences in emphases were found. It 

would be incorrect to generalize to any great extent on the basis of 

the information collected and the differences revealed. The study 

must be taken in its true perspective - that of a single township of 

110 square miles. Within this area the physical environment was 

found to have a bearing on agricultural development. This factor 

must always be balanced against factors of human geography and

individual choice which is often given directi n by tradition
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The southwest is the 
poorest area for agricul­
ture in Teouaseth. Phy­
sical condition® are the 
¡sain limitations. A 
typical farmstead, on the 
rolling terrain is viewed 
here •

Land pictured here east 
of the 5th sideroud just 
north of Tottenham suffers 
froB. dissection. It is 
used here for pasturing 
dairy cattle.



Much of the land in the 
southwest suffers from 
erosion. Heforestration 
needs to be undertaken. 
The long Slender mulleins 
are indicators of poor 
soil conditions. On one 
farm in this area only 
50% of the land was 
cultivable.

Brush and scrub woodland 
marks the course of a 
farmer glacial spillway 
in the southwest near 
highway nine. This 
channel dates from the 
time of the Schosberg 
ponding.

r 'I
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The flat bed of Lake 
Algonquin in the northeast 
ie an area of mixed farming. 
A prosperous farm is pic­
tured. here. The buildings 
are new. Large acreages of 
ensilage corn ar® grown.

The raising of beef cattle 
is one of the main activit­
ies of the region. Water 
conditions are sufficient 
to maintain large herds of 
cattle.



r
Lund use is highly depend­
ent upon drainage condit­
ions. This rough bottom­
land whioh floods annually 
is never cropped but prov­
ides good grazing.

Peed crops are grown on 
the better drained areas. 
Roads through the flats 
are elevated and broad 
ditches are found at the 
margins of fields.

r "1



liany fine farms are found 
in the southeast c.ixed 
farming region, The 
Schomberg and Bondhead 
soils are well suited to 
a mixed economy.

The boundary between the 
rolling terrain of the 
Schömberg ponding and flat 
sandy bed of former Lake 
Algonquin is pictured here. 
The Algonquin shoreline 
which rises in the back­
ground extends through the 
8th concession just east 
of Beeton,



Much prime agricultural 
land is found in the south­
east. This gently sloping 
land on the Botham farm has 
been classified as 1st class.

In contrast land classes 
are less uniform in the 
southwest. This picture 
is taken on the Matson 
Farm from 2nd class land 
toward the steeply sloping 
4th class land. Towards 
the back of the farm this 
poor land remains under 
forest cover
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Agr^cai.t.ural„^!,eoialti.o8

A variety of types of specialty faras are found in Tecuaseth 

which fora an important part of the agricultural community• Tobacco, 

potato, sod, vegetable, grain, alfalfa, beef and dairy enterprises 

are all present. The presence and extent of development of these 

widely varying agricultural specialisms is indicative of a progress­

ive agriculture. The success of many of these operations demands 

both extensive knowledge in a particular field and the availability 

of a large supply of working capital.

I. Tobacco

Tobacco is one of the more important local specialisms. The 

distribution of tobacco faras stay be seen in figure 2.S", Its import­

ance in absolute terms and relative to all of Siacoe County is seen 

in table 4,

Tobacco, production in. Tecumbeth Township in Simcue County

Faros
Units

Total Value
Production in $
(lb).

Aver/ 
100 lb.

base
acre­
age

planted
acreage

field/
acre
(lb)

Return
acre
(»)

Siacoe
County 104 4,565,278 2,204,894. 552.60 4559 2095 1462 1765.00

Tecuia-
seth 19 1,127,906 595,609. 52.00 954 725 1557 825.00

The well drained fine sandy loams of the northwestern area of the

township which have only a fair capability rating for purposesi of gen-

eral agriculture are well suited to tobaoco farming. The Tioga sells

are the most important for tobacco production.

Tobacoo was not grown in the Alliston area until the 195 0’s.

Once the tobacco soils of Norfolk County had been fully occupied pros­

pective new growers turned their attention to other areas. The sandy
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land of the Alliston area which was relatively inexpensive could he 

purchased by those migrating from the Delhi area. The tobacco crop 

faces a greater frost hazard in the Alliston area than it does in the 

heart of the tobacco belt. However it is not necessary to fertilize 

as heavily since the land has not been worked as long.

Two types of growers were present in the early years. These 

included young people moving out of the Delhi area in order to est­

ablish their own farms and a few natives of the area who had no exper­

ience in tobacco but brought in experienced growers as sharecroppers. 

Sharecroppers are still found in tae area today.

The operation of a tobacco farm is a high cost endeavour.

The following figures, representing a block of land in tobaoco on con­

cession 15, provide a basis for comparing the cost structure of tobacco 

faring with that of mixed farming as it was discussed above.

Total acreage 986
Assessed value of land 346,755*00
Assessed value of buildings 60,650«u0
Total assessed value 107,565*00
Value of land per acre 361.49

It becomes apparent that it is the use to which the land is put and 

not the physical qualities of the land itself which determine its

assessed value.

The amount of land on which tobacco is grown is regulated 

annually by the Tobacco Board. All tobacco farms are given a basic 

tobacco right which usually amounts to 45% of the total cultivable 

land. Each year the Board establishes an allotment quota. This is 

applied to all farms as a percentage of the basic acreage. On the 

farm inspection insures that the established quota is not exceeded.
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The remainder of the cultivable land ia kept under a cover crop, 

usually rye to maintain the desired level of organic content in the 

soil, although in recent years decreasing tobacco quotas have prompted 

some farmers to put some of their land into potatoes.

Because of the oost of raising the crop and the thoroughness 

of Board inspections it is essential that the quota be adhered to 

strictly. It is estimated that the oost of raising one acre of tob­

acco from seeding to market ia between $500*^0 and $600.00. Storm 

or frost damage can be disastrous in a tobacco area. Drought is an­

other serious danger and an adequate irrigation system is a major 

expense incurred on .most farms. The soil moisture relationships of 

tobacco have been determined at the Dominion Experimental Substation 

at Delhi. It has been found that Q.5 inches of rain is sufficient 

if it is properly distributed through the growing season* In order 

to maintain the desired level of soil moisture an irrigation schedule 

has been worked out which takes into consideration available soil 

moisture, temperature, soil type, and stage of development of the 

plant. Buildings are the other major fixed capital expense of a tob­

acco operation. These include greenhouses, in which seedlings are 

grown before being set into the fields and kilns, where the tobacco 

after being hung on sticks is brought by the curing process from a 

moist greenish condition to a dry peilowish state. It may then be 

iaarketed. The amount of capital tied up in machinery is relatively

small.

Labour consumes the major proportion of production costs.

In the spring the young plant must be transplanted from greenhouse
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to field. Cultivation and hoeing is carried on through until harvest. 

The major demand for labour ie at harvest. The average farm having 

a 36 to 40 acre allotment would require 12 hired labourers. These 

comprise both local help which are used near the kilns and transient 

labour which form the field gang. With all these high costs it comes 

as no surprise to find that a tobacco farm with ^0 acres of rights, 

depending upon the state of the buildings on the land, should sell 

for between §100,000.00 and §120,000.00.

Tobacco production is a highly organized business. Marketing 

is conducted by the Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco Marketing Board who 

maintain warehouses at Tillsonburg, Delhi and Aylmer. The Allieton 

area growers pay a penalty, comparative to the Norfolk growers in 

transportation costs of getting their product to market. However they 

are assured of an equal opportuxiity of selling their crop and & fair 

competitive price. All gro er members pay one cent per pound of tob­

acco sold for this marketing service and only members are offered 

marketing privileges.

II. Potatoes

Potatoes are a second major specialty crop found in Tecuaseth 

Although a traditional area of Ontario potato production an unpreced­

ented rate of growth has been seen in the last ten years. Acreages 

increased from *+95 in 1951 to 3106 in 1961. The building of the Sal­

ads Foods plant in Allieton was a major factor. The overall demand 

for Ontario potatoes has increased in recent years.

The distribution of potato farms and storage barns are seen 

in figure 26. These operations are located marginal to the tobacco
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land. The potato too is well suited to the well drained stonefree 

sandy loams. The industry is a slightly lower C0Bt endeavour than 

tobacco as is illustrated by figures compiled for comparative purposes 

from an area of potato farms.

Total acreage 995
Assessed value of land >32,435.00
Assessed value of buildings 45.675, 22
Total assessed value 78,105*00
Value of land per acre >46.16

It would seem as if the less competitive of the two crops had been 

pushed to the periphery of the most suitable area.

Ontario grown potatoes have in the past been unable to com­

pete with Maritime potatoes on the local market. It has requited a 

full scale drive by Ontario growers to achieve even the limited access 

to the market which they now enjoy-. The progressive attitude and 

willingness to take risks is beginning to pay off. A notable change 

in the economics of potato growing has been the inorease in size of 

operation. Whereas many farms formerly grew a few acres and 100 

acres'was an extremely large farm now an operation of less than 100 

acres is uneconomical and some growers are planting up to 500 acres.

To gain and hold a place on the Ontario market it is necessary to 

assure a year-round continuity of supply to compete with Eastern 

potatoes. This has resulted in increased crop epcoializatioii on larg­

er holdings and necessitated the development of grading, packing and 

storage burns. The problem of educating the consumer to buy Ontario 

potatoes has represented a major obstacle. Although the potato 

growers do not have their own independent marketing board they have 

become members of the Fruit Grow rs Association. Ontario potatoes
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are gradually proving themselves on the market and the maintenance of 

rigid standards of quality will assure further expansion in the future.

The increased use of large scale machinery has also permitted 

potato production to expand. Machines which distribute seed over a 

breadth of several furrows on one run across the field permit two men 

to plant 50 aores in an average day. Similarly at harvest time the 

potato is scooped mechanically from the ground and conveyed along a 

belt directly into a truck travelling along beside the harvester.

The need for modern e< uipment and buildings thrust this type of farm­

ing into a high capital category. Although desirable to plant fall 

rye to help replenish the soil if the crop matures at an early enough 

date, this procedure is not always possible. Heavy demands made upon 

the soil on the large commercial operations are compensated for by 

a heavy fertilization program. Importance of the nutrient level of 

the soil is second only to texture and up to 140 lb, of nitrogen are 

applied per acre. A year of cover crop for every three years of crop 

is thought to be best although many plant potatoes four years in a 

row. The estimated costs of production from seed to market is app­

roximately $200.00 per acre. However the rewards are great and 

yields which now average 400 bushels per aore produce a profit in 

the neighbourhood of $100.00 per acre.

The Salada plant proved to be a definite stimulus. Saluda 

have their own farms operated by a manager and contract an additional 

supply of potatoes for use in the Alliston plant. Since the beginning 

of their operation five years ago the;' have increased their

acreage

from 550 to 1100. Similar expansion of production and development of
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the market situation for fresh potatoes has been characteristic of 

other operations in the area,

III. Sod

The importance of sod farming in the area ie attributable to 

the human factor. In 1950 William Ruthven of Alliston saw a group of 

labourers cutting field sod and arduously loading it onto trucks. In 

the active building boom of Southern Ontario Ruthven saw a waiting 

market for good quality sod for landscaping, A tecimique which would 

facilitate the preparation and rapid movement of large quantities of 

sod was all that was lacking. Sod farming was being pioneered in the 

United States. Mr. Ruthven visited a government experimental farm at 

Michigan State University and saw authorities in Detroit and Chicago,

In the fall of 1951 far as may be ascertained, he acquired the first 

sod cutting machine in Ontario, This machine was able to do the work 

of five men. Working along the margin of a field of sod it would cut 

off strips measuring 16” by 81” or one square yard. Labourers could 

follow behind the cutter rolling these strips and loading them onto 

a truck. In 1951 Mr. Ruthven was the only individual shipping rolled

sod to the Toronto market.

Prom the original 200 acres of field sod that Ruthven had 

available in 1951 the industry hac grown to become important in the 

township and surrounding area. The present distribution of fariaa 

exclusively in sod is shown in figure 27. In addition to these, 

small acreages of sod are found on many farms in the low lying north 

eastern part of the township. It is virtually impossible to find a 

good area of field sod in Tecumseth anymore. It has long since been



TOWNSHIP OF
Scale m Mi lej

'AO I 2
1 1—I_

TECUMSETH

/ / p/ft
/ / /

1 t isps''/
1 / • Jf 1

hn

tl J V l/

/

if A—~<—h

/

/ 1 c* /

"TJ-----7 t
/

/ ' - ’ I X / / H
1 X

/1 . - r /

Distribution oi Sod Farms f,q 2 7



90

removed and cultivated nurBery sod is grown. It is proving to exhibit 

superior qualities. Stringent building regulations now require a high 

quality of sod for landscape work on new construction. Sod is also 

becoming increasingly used on golf courses, recreational park areas 

and sports fields.

The largest sod operation in Tecumseth today is the Beder 

Sod Company of Beeton, Of the 65O acres held by the company 450 are 

in turf. No one particular eoil condition is sought out. From a 

practical standpoint a sandy loam is best because it dries out quite 

rapidly. Large trucks must be able to drive onto the land to load 

the sod out. Therefore terrain must also be reasonably flat.

The cost of bringing a field of sod to maturity, which takes 

two years, is high. A 100 pound bag of high quality grass seed may 

cost up to $600.00 and it is necessary to use 60 pounds of seed per 

acre. Because of the removal of topsoil when a field of sod is har­

vested heavy fertilization is required. Up to 500 pounds are used 

per acre planted. Capital investment is relatively high. The assets 

of the Beder holdings in equipment run between $60,000 and $70,000. 

labour costs are significant. There is a distinct seasonal aspect 

which cannot be offset. At the peak seasons, spring and fall, the 

Beder Company employs 35 labourers to cut sod, load the waiting trucks 

and prepare new land.

Costs to the consumer take three forme. The sod itself can

be a relatively large expense. Two varieties, Merion and Kentucky 

both cool season grasses, are preferred in the Southern Ontario 

climate. Merion sells for $0.25/ square yard and Kentucky sells for
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}0,17/squar© yard. Bent grasn which is especially grown for use on 

the greens of golf courses sells for $0.83/squ&re yard. The consumer 

is also required to hear the costs of hauling the sod and of landscap­

ing once it has arrived at its final destination.

Within the so-called Golden Horshoe of Southern Ontario it

is estimated that a total of 27 to 30 million square yards of sod are 

sold annually. Wursory sod comprises only abo t one quarter of this 

total. Sod farming has been restricted to the lake Ontario - Lake 

Simcoe district thus providing a wide market for the product. This 

industry, begun here on the initiative of one individual provides but 

another example of a specialized, high capital type of agriculture.

IV. Mia

Development of the dairy specialty here is closely associated 

with the growth of urbanism and the demand for fluid milk. The trend 

toward a dairy economy first beoaae evident in Tecumseth in the early 

193O*s but the changeover to the high cost bulk pickup system began 

in the late 1950*s. The present distribution of fluid milk shippers 

in Tecumseth is sten in figure I'i . Good hay and fodder crops are 

produced throughout most of the area and a dairy economy is found in 

association with various well drained soil groups. The principal 

location factor in the early years was the availability of good roads. 

This pattern still persists. The eastern margin of the township 

close to highway 27 and an east-west axis along the paved County road 

through Beeton are the main areas of dairy concentration, A few dairy

farms are also found near Tottenham.

Over 40 specialized dair„ holdings were mapped in Tecumseth.
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About one half of these were larger than 100 acres. The largest of

the local dairymen is Mr. C. Cerswell who operates 500 acres just 

west of Bondhead. On these farms fluid milk shipments which are reg­

istered in reoord quantities are no more important than breading for 

whioh the Cerswell Holsteins are internationally famous. The United 

States is the chief market for these. Increasing numbers are being 

shipped to Japan and Italy and this breed seems to be capable of ad­

justing to different climatic conditions.

Intensive specialization has resulted from the growth of the 

fluid milk market in urban centres in recent decades. The industry 

today is organized around bulk shipping which entails considerable 

capital investment on the part of the producer, and milk contracts 

between producer and dairy to ensure both a regularity of supply and 

a steady market. Stringent regulations concerning buildings on the 

farm, health precautions, and quality standards must be maintained. 

Bulk pick-up trucks from dairies in Toronto, Aurora and Barrie enter 

Tecumseth. An independent operator must be able to supply 700 pounds 

of fluid milk for pick-up every other day to be capable of making a 

success of a bulk contract. On the Cerswell farms 40 pounds of milk 

per cow per day is taken as ave.ags production, but this is well above 

average. Most dairymen are concerned with breeding as well as prod­

uction of fluid milk. A successfully modern dairy farm is an effic­

ient operation which demands the full time attention of the dairyman.

V. Beef

Tecumseth was historically an important beef area. Today

in the overall picture the raising of beef cattle is still important
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A sod operation on the 10th 
sideroad in the north. Sod 
is being produced on the 
flat land back to the s&argin 
of the till soils whieh rise 
above the low lying sand 
plain.

Part of the Beder operation 
on the 9th concession. Al­
though drainage on flat 
land may not be as good it 
is preferred because trucks 
can load where the sod is 
being cut. In this picture 
the lighter tone on the 
st 9pe? slopes is not in god.
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Potato farsing is located 
on the light sandy loess 
in the northwest. The bed 
of former Lake Algonquin 
provides ideal conditions.

Potato harvest. Capital
investment in potato 
production is high. Large 
acre gee are necessary if 
an operation is to be 
successful.
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Tobacco farms are located, 
on the flat sandy soils in 
the specialty area of the 
northwest, Tobacco acreage 
allotments restrict plant­
ing and strip cropping is 
practiced.

Buildings are a major 
fixed capital expense on 
a tobacco farm. A row of 
tobacco kilnB stand out 
against the skyline on 
the flat sand plain.
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but it usually is part of a mixed farming economy. Only one operation 

which is shown in figure 29 may be truly considered a beef specialty 

farm. This land has long been owned by the same family, but has only 

bean turned over solely to beef in the last year. The operation is 

that of a mechanised commercial feed lot. The farming operation is 

relatively simple. Cattle weighing 800 to 900 pounds an bought and 

Quickly brought to a finish at which time they are resold for slaughter. 

During the period of finishing the cattle are force fed and never

turned to pasture.

The Initial capital outlay is large. Mr. Glaseford, the 

owner, has installed four automatic feed lots which are in buildings 

capable of handling 400 head of cattle. The feed lots are controlled 

from a huge silo of 1500 ton capacity. One hundred and fifty of his 

200 acres are used for producing ensilage com.

Because of the limited importance of this type of operation 

to the area as a whole time cannot be taken to go into the elaborate 

economics of this system. It must suffice to say that the feed lot 

operator is waging a constant struggle which he measures in dollars, 

between pounds of gain registered by the cattle and volume of feed 

consumed. The necessity of a rapid turnover is ever present. The 

feed lot operator is a speculator in beef cattle whose success depends 

upon his knowledge of, and proximity to the market so that he may 

quickly take advantage of changing conditions.

VI. Alfalfa

The growing of alfalfa is a specialty of limited significance 

in the southeast corner of the township (figure 50 ). Better than 600
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acres are grown in Tecumseth annually to supply Maynards alfalfa de­

hydration plant in Schombe g. This represents about % of the total 

acreage raised locally by Maynards. The importance of this crop is 

determined solely by the location of the processing facilities in 

Schomberg. The cut alfalfa is prepared for storage by a dehydration 

process. A storage capacity of 5000 tons is available at Schomberg.

The product, whioh forms a supplement to livestock feed, is shipped 

throughout the year largely to an Ontario market. There are some ex­

ports to the United States. A limited number of similar plants are 

found throughout the province at centres such as Wallaceburg, Wood- 

stock and Brantford as well as in the Ottawa Valley region. This 

process is more commonplace in areas where there is a scarcity of hay

land and a concentration of cattle on a limited area.

VII. Seed Grain

Figure 29 shows the location of farms primarily involved in 

producing grain for seed. The small grain crops are harvested and 

some cleaning of seed is done on the farms. The seed is sold to pri­

vate farmers and to seed companies.

These operations are being conducted on excellent soils of

the Bondhead and Schomberg series. The southeastern area of Tecumseth 

has a history of importance in grain production. The Schomberg area 

has traditionally been one of the most important wheat producing areas 

in the province. On the more northerly of the two operations, of 500 

acres which are cultivated annually about 500 are devoted to producing 

seed grain. Oats, wheat, barley and grain corn are grown in descending 

order of importance.
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VIII. Vegetables

A final specialty which, because of the geographical limits 

imposed by the township boundary, will receive only pausing notice, 

is the recent development of vegetable gardening with a concentration 

on carrots and onions on the black muck deposits of the Bailey Creek. 

The same individuals who pioneered the Holland Marsh project are 

behind this operation. The only land in production to date is to the 

west across the townline. Removal of swamp forest cover and construct­

ion of necessary drainage facilities have begun. This project involves 

full scale lanu reclamation and the costs are high. Beyond this area 

only one vegetable specialty farm was found. A farm specializing in 

asparagus (figure J.°l ) was found in the midst of the potato and tobacco 

area. This product was oriented completely to the Toronto market.

Agriculture in Tecumseth involves an intermingling of old 

and new practices. The 100 acre family farm is still found although 

it is becoming less and less a factor. The majority of the farm pop­

ulation are still involved in a mixed, farming economy. However the 

size of holding is increasing. The individual operator who wishes to 

expand is often unable to acquire land adjacent to his present hold­

ings. Therefore fragmentation is a feature of many larger mixed farms. 

The most recent trend is one towards extreme specialization in one 

aspect of farming. A willingness to try new methods and substantial 

capital requirements are implicit in any such radioal departure from 

old established farming procedures* Agriculture today is a business. 

Those who have a progressive outlook and are willing to embrace new 

methods and techniques are clearly outdistancing their more conserva­

tive neighbours.
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Vegetables are just begin­
ning on the aarshy land 
along the western margin of 
Tecuoaeth. A 2nd Holland 
Marsh is being created. 
Development involves large 
scale clearing and land 
reclamation.
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Footnotes

1. J. Cole. Centennial History of B.eton Fair and the Pioneers. 
Beeton: Beeton World Press, 1956. p. 1.

2. Tecumseth Township Official Plan. Submitted 
to Dept. of Municipal Affairs, July 28, I960»

3« Land Capability Classification. Guelphi
O.A.C. Dept, of Soil Science.

4. op cit Official Plan
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Chapter JT

Summary & Conclusions

The present-day land use in Tecuraseth hae been the theme of 

this thesis. In order to fully appreciate the present geography it 

hae been necessary to refer to the past. The historic approach to 

the evolution of the physical landecape and the established cultural 

pattern was essential. An understanding of Pleistocene glaciation is 

fundamental since the surface materials and forms are, except for two 

areas of recent deposition, entirely glacial. Bedrock which is over- 

lain by several hundred feet of glacial material is not important in 

the present day geography.

Physiography reveals the importance of the glacial past.

The history of the glacial process is recorded in the present land- 

forme. Two extensive areas were formed by the process of deposition 

in relatively still water. The rolling area in the central part of 

the township which was inundated by the Schomberg ponding and the 

flat sand plain of the northwest are both areas of lacustrine deposit­

ion, Differences in texture of the two areas of lacustrine deposition 

are related to the respective ¿«positional environments. Same depos­

its were also water worked. These deposits were dumped from the re­

treating ice lobe. Areas of till and drualinoid features generally 

stood above the zone of water action. Evidence of water action is

apparent lower down on the slopes of some till features.

Tecumseth is located in an area of Koppen Dfb olimate. The 

inland location is reflected by the slightly more continental con­

ditions than exist in areas nearer the Great Lakes which lie to the
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north and south. However conditions of temperature and precipitation 

are adequate for the agriculture which is practiced.

The stress upon the glacial past is seen once again in the 

treatment of soils. Soils have been grouped into six land types.

The groupings are dependent upon t e physical similarity of soils.

The category of origin of soil materials as determined by the soil 

scientist is an important criteria. A marked correlation between 

the boundaries of land types and physiographic regions is found. The 

underlying unity 1b a reflection of the importance of past glaciation.

The original forest cover has been removed except in undes­

irable areas. Conservation of existing resources and reforestation 

especially upon the rolling sandy soils of the southwest are vital to 

a proper land use plan. Rebuilding the forest reserve is an unatt­

ractive proposition to the private farmer. Since he is inclined to 

feel that it is uneconomic for him to take steps in this direotion 

this sort of development must be furthered by public and government 

agencies.

Teoumseth except for the southeast corner is drained by the 

Sottawasage, watershed. Bailey Creek on the west townline and the 

Innisfill depression in the northeast are areas of inadequate drain­

age. Throughout the rest of this watershed and the Schomberg water­

shed which drains the southeast the rivers are sufficiently numerous 

and well entrenched to cope with water run-off at peak seasons.

The pattern of settlement is the most important feature of 

the historical geography. Many factors influenced the early distribu­

tion. By 1020 the frontier of settlement had penetrated north from
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York to Holland Landing and Lake Siracoe. The occupation of Tecumseth 

by the first wave of settlers be«an. Settlement wae almost exclusiv­

ely by people from the British Isles. Physical conditions influenced 

the pattern of settlement. The land in the south besides being clos­

est to the frontier of settlement could be more easily cleared and 

brought into production.

The administration of land grants proved to be a difficult 

problem and land speculation which could not be eliminated increased 

the costs of settlement. The conflict over claims for control of land 

was basically a struggle between a privileged aristocratic minority 

and the increasingly numerous new settlers. The conflict became 

especially acute in the years 1836-37. The hamlet of Bond Head was 

an organizational point for the loyal Tory forces which suppressed 

the ill-fated Upper Canada rebellion.

Numerous small hamlets sprang up in the early years to ser­

vice the rural countryside. Bunkerron,Penville, the early township 

capital, Bond Head and Newton Robinson were established along the 

eastern axis of settlement. Tuam, Tottenham and Colgan were focal 

points of settlement in the south of the township toward the west«

Uany of these settlements were distinguished by a clustering of people 

of a common origin or racial background. Bunkerron for instance was 

first settled by Quakers of Irish extraction whereas Colgan was a 

settlement of Ir^sh Roman Catholics.

Beeton was established on the margin between the early settled 

land of the south and the flat imperfectly drained area of north-central 

Tecum3eth which was not effectively settled until after 1837« Cooks-



99

town at the northeast corner of the township was the earliest north­

ern settlement, Thompsonville and lliston were the other a. rly ser­

vice centres in the north.

The sequence of development vas largely dependent upon the

development of transportation. In 1820 there were no roads into the 

area. Early roads were confined to the south and east of Teouaeeth.

A route was opened along the eastern boundary but was prevented from 

extending the entire length of the township by a swampy section south 

of Cookstown. A second route linked the southern part of Tecumeeth 

with Etobicoke township. Thirdly a route from Bradford was extended 

to Bond Head. Development of communications before 1841 was diffic­

ult because funds had to come from the provincial legislature. After 

1850 the job of road construction and maintenance pasted to the ind­

ividual township.

The advent of railways caused a shift in the importance of

the small villages. Those centres which were bypassed by the rail­

way declined. The completion of the Hamilton and Northwestern in 18?) 

gave Tottenham, Beeton, Cookstown and Alliston a new prominence. How­

ever the expectations for development were not realized. The increas­

ing importance of the larger urban centres was accentuated through the 

first half of the 20th century. Within i'ecumseth, Alliston alone rem­

ains the only urban place with a significant regional function.

The importance of Alliston was determined by a study of its

present day form and function. Areas representative of all major 

land use categories were mapped. Residential areas coi prise f

largest proportion of land use. Development has spread from t
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central core of old hoses which date from the late 19th century in 

all directions. The most extensive areas of recent development have 

been to the north and east. Hoses both old and new are generally well 

built and well kept.

Commercial development centres on the main intersection of 

Church arid Victoria Streets. The commercial area extends in a strip 

along Victoria, Within the C.L.D. a significant number of functions 

indicative of a town of minor regional importance were noted.

The rapid growth in the last decade has been related to the 

establishment of two large industries, Baxter Laboratories and halada 

Foods. The older industries are carrying on much as tney did before 

and create no stimulus for additional growtn. Much of the industry 

in Aliiston is dependent upon the products of farm and forest. The 

Salada Foods potato processing plant, the most important of the new 

industries, located in Aliiston primarily because of the availability 

of good potato land. The presence of a large supply of high quality 

water has also been a faotor in attracting industry.

Aliiston is an hours travelling time by road or rail from 

the main centres of population of Southern Ontario. The location of 

certain institutional landmarks, the district high school and hospital 

indicate its regional importance, land has been developed for rec­

reational use and the South Simcoe County museum is situated in a 

local park. In order to ensure the oruerly and balance growth of the 

community a land use plan for future development has been legislated. 

This will build upon the presently existing community.

Allieton performs many of tne oentr.,1 place functions for
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the nearby rural area« All but the southeast corner of Tecuaseth was 

found to lie within Ailiston’s hinterland. Alliston was founu to be

an important rural service centre in the geoe>rapiiy of South Simcoe 

County. Its service function is augmented, by t e proximity of Camp 

Borden a large military base.

The incorporated villages of Beeton and Tottenham although 

comparable in many aspects exhibit a basic dissimilarity. A compara­

tive study of the two villages and their hinterlands does provide 

some reasons why Beaton is able to create a more favourable impress­

ion upon the writer as a place in whicn to reside* A more prosperous 

agricultural hinterland and the internal spaciousness resulting fro» 

the partially developed town plan in Beeton are tne two major con­

tributing factors waicn may be measured, tony intangible factors 

which were present during the development of the two centres were 

noted. Beeton is a more rural oriented village with a more overt 

community spirit, hwue factors contribute to making it a more pleas­

ant place in wnioh to reside.

The agriculture of the townsnip is diversified and generally 

prospering. Altnough difficult to delimit agricultural regions with­

in an area of 100 square miles varying eiupnases are found. The town­

ship may be discussed in terms of five regions. In the southwest the 

poorest mixed farming carried on in the township is found. The north­

west is a sone of specialty crops and very highly developed commercial 

agriculture. The northern till plain is an area of general farming 

with no distinct emphasis. However the quality of operation is some­

what better than in the southwest. The Ike Algonquin flats of the



102

northeast is a zone of general farming with a beef, dairy, sod em­

phasis. The remaining area of rolling lacustrine plain in the south­

east is a mixed region with a dairy, beef, grain emphasis. Amplifi­

cation of this agricultural regionalism becomes apparent by the 

analysis of land use maps.

Study of the assessed values of land and buildings on the 

seven blocks map ed revealed three faGts. In areas of mixed farming 

the physical quality of the land has a bearing upon the assessed 

value. Secondly the use to which land Is put can be the most sig­

nificant factor in determining land value. For instance, the tobacco 

land which is poorly suited to the development of nixed farming is 

assessed highly because of the value of the crop being produced. 

Thirdly there is no correlation between land value and the assessed 

value of buildings.

Farm size is also studied. The average size of farm in 

all blocks is in excess of 100 acres. Fragmentation of holdings is 

a common phenomena in the expansion programs of individual farmers. 

With the exception of tobacco, specialty operations tended to have 

a larger average size than general farms.

Agricultural specialties occupy an important place in the 

farm economy. Tobacco, potatoes, sod and dairy operations were the 

most important. The trend to specialty agriculture is the most 

recent aspect of the continuing agricultural revolution. Tecumaeth 

today with its solid mixed farming operations and numerous special­

isms is a prosperous agricultural area.

The historic approach to thia study is important because



103 -

of the features of the past which are significant today. An under-

standing of glacial geology is essential to the resent physical 

geography. The distribution of early service centres was originally 

established by the pattern of settlement. Thie was modified with 

advances in transportation and communication. Alliston has become 

the pre-eminent urban centre during the 20th century. Beeton and 

Tottenham form an interesting comparison, the former more strongly 

oriented toward the days of the agrarian society, the latter looking 

hopefully ahead to a more urban and industrial future.

The lands of the northwest were the last settled not only 

because they were the farthest from the settlement frontier but also 

because they offered anpoor physical base for agricultural operations. 

However the physical conditions have proved to be of value for tobacco 

and potato specialty operation^ and these have displaced the original 

mixed farming. The agricultural landscape comprises a complex rang­

ing from the traditional family farm holding to modern j echaniaed 

specialty operations. These contrasting attitudes are represented 

by the farmers taeuselves. iir. Botham whose farm was discussed, 

described himself as ’a relic of the past1. He has no desire to farm 

on a large scale but is driven to a certain degree of modernization 

if he is to compete.successfully. On the other hand farms such as 

the Classford’s in beef and tne Crang operations are indicative of the 

ultra-modern high capitalized type of farming-.

land use has altered more radically during' the last decade 

than throughout the entire history of the township. During this per­

iod the first large scale industry has been introduced and the agricult­
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ural revolution hae been rapid. Although the economy is quite differ­

ent from the traditional agrarian society Teounseth still retains its 

rural oocipoaure, Despite revolutionary new introductions the township 

will remain primarily a producer of agricultural commodities for the 

nearby centres of population.
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A*s

Barley Bye Oats Corn Potatoes Hay

1851 5049 A 19 A 3 2206 5 A 413 A* a -
Bíx5O8 В 60 77288 137 в 3154c T*s 2229

1861 8919 A 89 2864 3 482
В-5245 • 9З515 111 61658 2296

1871 9731 A * » w 545 4574
Bu63290 680 95003 376 56254 5964

1881 14286 A » M w w 637 5417
Bu5566O 3496 155522 348 705O8 6366

1891 11814 A 5540 <* 8147 678 4268
Bu 132335 2045 213650 171 77981 6471

1901 A» if ♦ A> N • A« If »A« K.A.
а»11аяв Grain

N • À» ÎÎ.A.

54541911 10009 A 6727 590 10289 A*s 113 » 588
B-« •» • «*

1921 7508 2072 A 6549
Bu-»

1171 12086 382 3 853 6082

1931 896? 3955 A 3538 270 9764 «I» 853 6082
B»- - • » «

1941 8498 5128 A I95I 657 9574 «•> 897 10816
Bu- - - «*

1951 10242 5855 A I3IO 986
w

6741 • - 495
w

9579

1961 6475 5986 A 5a 699 7823 760 149 3106 11973



.fl£.

Teer Total - CO: "
* 10 À 11Á - 50A 51A » 100Ä lOOA — 200A 201A - 299A ЗООА «• 400A 400A - 639А

1851 580 39 99 175 64 5 w **

1861 487 7 111 272 86 11 w -

1871 554 90 107 255 119 33 w **

1881 746 174 105 294 142 31 -** •

1891 H.A.

1901 S «A»

19U 665 96 76 293 I65 25 M

1921 573 22 58 299 174 14 6 -

1931 Ж. A.

1941 553 16 44 283 104 18 6 2

НА - 70А - 13ОА - 180A « 24oa •Я» 400A - 56OA » 76OA- 1120- 1600
69A 129 179 259 399 559 759 1119 1599

1951 496 15 48 240 85 69 55 4 2 0 0 0

1961 454 13 52 171 86 59 41 6 2 1 1 0



Apjmfe ,..5P. of

Total Population Total Occupiers Owners Tenants Baployees Managers

1851 K.A.

1861 H.A.

1871 4728 604 484 117 3

1881 6424 746 564 177 5

1891 H.À.

1901 IT.A* owners & 
tenants

19H 655 449 145 43

1921 573 472 74 27

1931 579 475 75 51

1941 JT.A.

1951 2173 496 581 55 44 16

1961 2044 454 561 19 51 5
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.a-

Year Total
Occupied
À* s

löprOVöd Pield Crop ¿’allow Gardane
&

Oreharde

Poatms Unimproved Vcodlaad l&teœal
Pasturo

Karsli
4

Maat©

1853. 45631 20900 I6238 w 148 5514 2173I

isa 48129 26655 20907 275 5453 21494

1871 50808 58645 З2505 «■* 680 5660 2OI65

1831 6653I 48985 42020 *» 94a &17 17596

1891 M«â*

1901 H.A.

19U 65199 54500 58901 5977 938 T?'; 10899 4340 3422

1921 63929 52779 58573 5781 450 6838 III50 4827 564 702

1951 64872 51552 59533 5065 - 6578 13320 5228 7414 6?8

1941 657З4 53402 33261 5379 44 6872 15302 5505 7249 548

1951 64946 49559 36733 5136 4» 5346 15407 4799 • 500

1961 65255 52566 З6792 3068 4» 10060 IO667 4420 5835 412
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