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CHAPTER II 

THE HAMILTON REGION 

Equally as important as the continental situation 

of Hamilton is its location in a prosperous agricultural 

region. Mixed farming , dairy farming and fruit and veg etable 

production, all are practiced near Hamilton. 

Since it is the purpose of this thesis to deter

mine the extent of the umland of Hamilton, it will be neces

sary to describe the area within which the umland falls. The 

area extends northward as far as Toronto, westward to Kitchener, 

and south-east to include the whole of the Niagara Peninsula. 

The region may be divided, for description, on the 

basis of physiography. Fig. 3 shows the divisions made by 

ChaiDJ.an and Putnam, in "The Physiographic Reg ions of Southern 

Ontario". 

The Niagara Escarpment 

The Niagara Escarpment dominates the reg ion, its 

steep slopes, which are preglacial in origin, making a three 

hundred foot drop in the Niagara Peninsula from the Haldimand 

Clay Plain to the Iroquois Plain. North of Hamilton, the es

carpment rises in elevation. 

In places, these slopes are mantled in glacial debris. 

The Dundas Valley, which also is pre-glacial in orig in, was 

partially filled in Pleistocene times with moraines and del

taic deposits. (Fig. 2) 

Agriculture is limited to the gentler slo pes and 

terraces at the base of the escarpment. Because the hard 
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Moat ot the 1ndu•t:r1es which are of such 1Jipor

ance o th1s o1tJ haTe been om1tte4 beo&Llse they have 

nelther a local source of l'aW mat.er1als, nor an exclus1ve

ly local aarket. Tberet.ore, tbey are not. or significance 

in a atudy ot tbls 1cope. 

The tood prooeasin6 1ndu&try does haTe ·a baste ln 

~· products ot the area. The c1ty 1a well looate<i .in one 

ot the be t fN1t and •eeetable produc.1ng regions ot the 

provinc • eoau. e of the per1shable nature of these pro.

4uc ey have to b canne4 as close as poas1ble to where
' 

theJ are grown. 

The link here bet. een cJ. t7 and reg1on 1s close. 

Th oann r1es prov1 e an excellent rket tor ll8Jl1 tanners 

and •ven d1rect the time ot plantJ.ns and ot hat'V'e t1ng as 

much as possibl • Ho ever, it ha been poe 1bl to ob

t 1n enough 1ntormat1on about th1 lndustr.y to draw anJ 

b\.1 t the moe t .. road conclu 10!18. 

The tS.eG bet een c1t7 and waland are more rea4... 

111 obsel'¥' 1n the aert'1ce 1nduat.nee. TbA Nn&.l 4a1q / 

1ndust17 al*is b auae ot ul'ban dtmand. C1tJ dairies buJ 

· w mllk trom the tamers, pasteurize 1t, and n-e ll 1t 

thl'0\18hou tb c1t1 and 1nto the ion. Door \o door 

4e11ver1e ot milk and bread. are &de 1n the Nr&l area, 

and new pape are dropp in JUral ma1l\>oxea. SUs 11nee 

tra'V nae the &l'ea, linking ·o1ty w1t.h clty, and ta w1th 

city. 

http:plantJ.ns
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