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The system of Upper Canada developed a kocal
self-relience; the Irish system hed no oleim to such & vitrue.
In Irelaend, not only was a larpe share of the teachers' salery
peid, but assistance was alg§o given in the erecting, furnishing
end preserving of the school-building. The parents paid a
rate per child in ettendance, dbut only the patron had any voice
in the determinetion of this rate. In Canada each section
built its own building aend taxed itself for the same. Each
municipality dctermined its own rete and fixed the amount whi?h
it should raise; the governitent gave a like amount.

In Irelend, seven ninths ofsthe patrons were
clergy. In Canada, the trustees were for the most part laity.
The Irish school became sectarian; sectarianism was avoided in
the Canadien school. The patrom who was independent of the
people determined the extent and nature of the religious exercises
end instruction; in Canada, the people's representatives, the
trustees determined such matters.

In 1853 an Act was passed granting pensions
to worn-out school teachers on condition that each gpplicant
contibute at the rate of £1 per aﬁpm for the period of his
scghool teaéhing. The act provided that this pension should

The rale of '
not exceed £1.10 fqr each year that such teacher had taught.
In 1858, there were ebout one hundred and fifty pensicners but
the fund was so amall thet only a pension of two dollars for

each year taught ( instead of six) could be paid. Later the

H

elative number of pensioners became less; few teachers availed

ok

hemselves of the opportunity of obtaining & pension which was
conditioned by the annual payment of their subseription. By
€64 the ennual grant for pensions had increased to four thousand

dolars and many "worn-out" teachers were being sided.

w In 1799, the King made a grant for "the establish-

narics of o larger and more coaprehensive nature

promotion of religious and moral lesrning and. the study of

~the arts and sciences. It as therefore the duty of the legis~

lature to apportion grants to colleges ond universities other

ar Schools" and in due course of tirefor the establis -
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then the one established by George the fourth, at Toronto. This
was done for many years. Prom 1858 to 1860 however, the surplus
of the University fund( that is, the regsiduum after the expenses
of Toronto University and University college had been paid) becare
e negative guantity. Great indignation arose smong the colleges
thus deprived of their grant end the prolonged University question
of 1858-63 was the result.
That we may better understend the causes of this
the husTory of
disyute & brief outline ofﬁthc iversities of Upper Candda will

now be given. In 1827, Xing George granted a charter for the
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King's College. Strong objections were soon raised because the
charter gave exclusive rights to the Church of England. In 187

these objectionable features were removed and 1ln 1850, the Feculty
of Divinity was abolished and other importent changes madé. This
10dified King's College became the University of Toronto. In
16853, the University of Toronto was divided into two institutions
the Toronto University and tneUniversity College, The first of
these institutions vas formed on the model of the University of
London, its functions being limited to0 presceribing subjects for
exemirnation for degrees, scholarships, etc.,examining candidetes
therein, and cdnferring such degrees and distinctions. As the'
senate of the University was .an examining body, the coundil of
the college represented the teéching body." The college had
no power to confer d«grees or prescribe subjects of study, but
only to teach. |

The act of 1837, made provisionfor one college
only,=thet at Torontow An agitation followed, the result of
which was the esteblishment of Queen's college at Kingston

and Victorie College at Cobourg in 1842. In 1853, and act
L™

ey

was passed which provided for the affiliation of outlying colleges
with the University of Toronto and also provided that the surplus
of theUniversity grant, after paying the expenses of Toronto-
University and University college, be used to promote academic

work in Upper Canada. These colleges, however, were only



nominally affilisted and slong.with Trinity college, Victoria

and Queen's Universities, received charters, of their ,h own. |

In 1859, the llethodist conference memorialized
egislaeture demanding an investigetion of the expenditure
of the legislative grant by Toronto Universityf Complaints
regerding the general menagement of University affairs were
also made. It was complained;
(1) That the senate of Toronto University had, contfary to
the intentions of the legislature, as stated in the act of
1853, determind to iden%ify the University with one College,
namely, University College; that the majority of the senators
of the University belonged to the body of professors of Univ.
College, mony of whom were invariably emaminers of their own
pupils. The preamble of the University act of 1853 had de-
noted the intention of imitating the University of London, that
is, that there should be one examining body which should set the
examination standard for all the affiliated colleges. The
affiliation in Cenadd was nominal, not real.
(2) that instead of confining the expenditure to what the law
prescribed, nemely " the currect expenses' and " such permemant
improvements end additions to the buildings" as might be necessary,
hew buildings had been ereceted at an expenditure of some hundreds
of thousands of dollers, and even the current expenses had been
increased beyond all necessity. In this way the amaller colleges
had been deprived of the surplus fund which was to be divided amon g
them. ’
(d) That the matriculation standard had been lowered since
1853; that the cirriculum had been reduced by options and otherwis ¢
below what it was formerly, as well as what it wegd then in Englend
and the better Universities of the United States. .Stress was

L .

placed upon the complaint that the professor examined, in mapy
cases, nls own students, which were contesting for scholarships
ageinst students of other solleges. Meanwhide, the authorities

of Lueens and Trinity joined in the conflict.
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The matter was then referred to a select committee

{

of the House of Assembly which, although e large amount of eviderce

i

wos provided cn both sides, failed to give a report. Two draft
rcports were prepared, however. It was declared by the mem-
orialicts that the large number of scholarships granted at Toronte
attrected large numbers there. Wnen it wes contended -that these
scholarships were open to students of outlying colleges, 1t was
511&@@& by the memorislists that that the colleges which they re-
presented ail not have a fair chance in the contest for scholear-
ships. Considerable bitter feeling wes the result. Pamphlets
were drsawh up, attacking Dr. Ryerson as well as the'views, which
he held concerning University matters. These were answered by
o series of letters addressed to the chairman of the select

committee.

In 1861, & commission was eppointed by the Legis-

lature. Authority was given the members to enquire fully into the
whole question., In 1863, the commission gave their report,

suggesting therein, a system of affiliaetion; that the new Univ-~
ersity should be called the University of Upper Canada; that eaéh

of the affiliasted colleges should be represented in the senate,
which should be ar examinging body end which should arrange the
common curriculum; that the epportionmment of the funds of the

several affiliated colleges be fixed and equal except in the case

of Toronto college, and that the annual grant to this college shoud
not exceed twenty-eight thousand dollars; and that no degree be bv
granted to a candidate unles. such student had passed through é
course ol study at one of the affiliated colleges.

In larch, 1863, a public meeting was held in "oronto
at which strong objections were made to the recommendations of the
commissioners. Also; it was resolved that a memorial be prepared
praying the Governor-General not to act upon the report of the
commission. Opposers of this suggested University reform were f
appointed to the senate of the University of Toronto ( among the |
number were D.ll.Blake and Rev. £V Fyfe) These joined with
othner merbers dn their censure of the report.

The sttorney-

i

|
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~eneral, J.o.lc.Donald, nowever, forbade the senate to deal furthe
with the comrissioners' report as " it was made for the govern-
ment and not for the senate”. luch haed been ascertained re-

4the working of the University but here metters stood.
Public opinion was still so divided concerning the matter of
affiliation that the legislature did not take any definite action.

During the session of 1068-89, after a lengthy
discussion in the House of Assembly, the yearly grant'zb all
colleges, except University college vas withdrawn. Publiec
meetings were held and appeals made by the leaders of those most
interested but little or nothing was gained. So ended, for
the time the University question. The outlying colleges in
their attempts to\get a larger grant, lost that which they had.

The Gremmer schools, although greatly improved
under the act of 1853, still were ".hobbling on one leg" and
maeking 1little progress. Accordingto the Grammar school act,
it was required that Grarmmar schools should prepare pupils for
matriculation into the University. Upon this was conditioned
their annual grant. The schools, however were at first allowed
to do the higher branches of:public school work. In megpy cases,
their legitimate worl was neglected and almost abondoned for this
purpose, although it was no longer required, since the public
school standard hed been raised. The teaching of Latin, Greek
and mathematics was neglected for the stady of English and com-
mercial subjects. lleteorological appliances had been distributed
to the county Grammar schools, but in many instances, they failed
to report their observations as wes required.

At the county school conventions of 1860-61,
resolutions were passed recommending county assessment for the

fad

support of Grammar schools. In 1863, the chief superintendent
[ ™
drafted a bill which proposed to make Grammar schools municipal,

rey

and which really placed them on a basis similar to that of the

common schools. In 1865, this bill was passed by the Canadian
legislature. The Grammer school board was to consist of six

members, three of which were appointed by the twonship council,
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the other three being elected by the council of the village, town
or eity, in which the school was bitaated. The legislative grent
was conditioned by the payment of an equal sum from local sourcesS..
Daily sttendance was made the basis for the apportionment of the
rant; end en additional grant wes provided for schools which had
meteorolagical stations, or which conducted military drills.

Lt +the time when the act was passed only forty-seven of theone
nundred and one schools of Upper Canada were receiving any nun-
igcipal eid; their only source of supply was the Grammar school,

In 1869, the Chief superintendent drafted another
grammar school bill, but because of its innovetions, it was severe-
1y criticized and, at length, withdrawn by the attorney-general.

A similer bill was introduced during the session of 1870-71,
whereby Grammér schools werc thereafter to be designated as High
Schools. It aimed at making the cogrse, which, hitherto, had
been avowedly classical, more practical by the introduction of
scientific and cokmercial' subjects. Provision was made for

the establishment of Collegiate Institutes- which were defined

as superior Hdigh Schools, with more than four teachers and having
more than sixty pupils teking the full course. It was not
without a struggle that the humanities were given second place,

»

but, in spite of tie severe coriticism which it receiwved, the bill

passed.

" An act to improve the common schools" of the
province was pessed by the Ontario Legislature in 1870. Se%eral
important changes were made. All schools were made free,

Until now, it was at the option of the trustees of each section
s to how the support of the school,should be raised, whether by

rate

4]

upon pupils attending or by taxation of property. The

fact that four %housand of the four thousand, four hundred schools

of the province had already adopted the free school system is “
significant of the populdr opinion. Attendance was made compul-
SpTry. Every tax payer now had the right to demand that every

\

child of school age should attend school, since it was with that

intent that they were taxed.



provision wes made for the introduction of such subjects o8
patural history, mechonics and esgriculture into the public
school course of the province. This step was in eccord with

the movement toward the study of sclence which had gained a

strong foothold in many countries.
lleanwhile, the Confederation DBritish North America
Act had .een pessed. By this act, the control of educational

matters was glevn to the Provincial Legislature. Upon this body

was conferred the right to make laws regarding education, itk

the restriction that the Canadian government had power to pass
remedial laws when circumstances required. Ip was enacted that

no law spould be passed, which would effect the gights or the
- priviliges of the Protestant or Roman Catholic minority of the
provinces, already held by law at the time of the union. Phe
Government of Canada was given the power to mske reredial laws
when an appesl had been made to the governor in coucil, concerning
the school system and still the Provincial legislature had feiled
to comply with what was demanded.

“

If there is any class of institutions for which

Onterio has earned distinetion, it is. that devoted to the work of

education". We have now watched the growth of her school system .

during seventeen years of 1its most rapid developement. it is
true of school systems as of other institutions, that they are
developed, not made. The movement is slow; it is conditioned

by the nationeal temper ti

de’
)

e people; each step is conditioned by
a series of events, Such a system could not have been introd-
uced esnywhere ekse and have the same efficiency. The general
movement has been towards collectivism and unification. All
scnools have becn made free; compulsory attendance has been en-
forced. Thé standard for the teacher and the pupil alike has
been made mofe“uniform; unifoém text-books have been introduced
Illeanwhile , individualism has not beenseriously hampered. The
school scetion controls its own affairs to a large extent, room
/\a-"i ;

has been left for municipel initiative. Tre public school has

become a great sorting ground - where the individuael fings himself.
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In a word, In Ontario, if anywiere, the "happy medium" between

individualism and collectivism has been found.

B



