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Fertile ﬁelt and approximate numbers of each.
Social life in early days of the colonies. The place of
the church in community life., Traditions and customs of
the old land trevsferred to the naw, history'and in-
fiu\nca of churches in Fertile Beit. Churob.leadérs as
irmmlgration and colonization agents for railroade and
goverrnments. Assimilation, he use of the Continental :
and English languages.  The problem of the second gen
eration Bducation. Inter-nerriage..
In;titutional Developmenit,
Churches end schools. From Local Improvement ulatrict to
Rural Farm crganizations.
Periods of Depression and Fethods of Relief.
Difficulties of egarly setillexent ineluding:
Lrought of 1891-92; ILow prices of agricultural ;
products and their relation to bther commoditiss. Long
digtence. Lo marksig,

relating te prices of farm products.
Period following The CGreet Vears, Review of Loan, lortgage

gnd Debt situation which devre L0p€h chiefly in and during

xinete numbers of
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the five years following the ¥ar. - App
Litleg of recuperation.

Three dry yeers, '1928-30-31. Averege yields, OSummer 1931

BR.K, Fertile Belt 1nclﬁdad in frovincial lelief crea. ARt LR
Taxes, the nlll rate,jméthor:'of collection. wchool taxes,

al ”Piu Lltles of 1vepiné schoola in operation, low rates
ofiteachers® s ;;?icéﬁﬁ'The compulaory tax colleetion act

of 1922 pazsed by the Provincial Souse.

The forced return to 1he farm end the community =8 an

egonomnic unit.. The ”redtﬁr cexphegis on mixed Tarning.
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W i

)]
»

Leprescion UchhOTOWy, incluc ing attitude to creditor



Some renmarks on the cenression as it affecte the stendard

of living, education, morals and the opportunities of the

rising generation, ‘Effects of depression on the socisl

Inclusion of R.M. Fertile Belt in Provineisl Rellef.Area,
oM diviaion, August 1931,

€£1) Direct Relief:

Red Cross operating throuzh municipal office.

Notes in payment for clothing.

(¢

Direct relief giw:i by municipality in form of
orders on 1ocal stores.
(2) Indirect Relief:

koad work paid for by orders on local stores,
& public Work progrem :zpported_join?ly by province
7and.muniéipality.
'Road work.in peyment for taxes, a municipalvproject.'

-

Construction of Highway ¥o. ¢ through R.M. of Fer-
tile Belt. A provincizsl reiief project, the Tarmer
working under g0verumaat goniractor. = Payment in
‘cagh. : ', ‘. ' ' //
Genersl comrents on the efficiency, utility, and
-Teagibility Of.the'aJCV@ projecis.s

(3) Teed Relief.

Price. Quality. Terms of repayment. Amounts
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Student: Donsld Carlson
Ps OsiBox 213

Wilkie, Sask. i

Subject: The Socizl and Economic Development of R. M. of Fertile-
Belt #183, including history, material population,
institutional development, periods of depression and g

metheds of relief

‘Location, Topographical and Agricultural Feétures-
"The R. M. of Fertile Belt includes that part of
Township 18 north of the Qu*Appello Valley and Round Lake, to-

getbher with all of Townships 19a, 19, 20, 21 in Ranges 1, 2 and 3,

West of the 2nd Meridien. The entire Municipality lies north of
the Qu?Appelle River and the souilhern boun@ry is approximately
fifteen miles north of the old town of Whitewocod which:figurea.
1argéiy in the early histéry cf the municipality as the'jumpingf |
(0Bt §1ade of settlersg» :
v Topogréphicallfeatures vary consicerably in Fertile
V-Belt.»_The.Qu’Appelie Valley is knowﬁ as a place of great
natural-beauty. Abundent growths of white poplar, elm, ash,
western meple, birch and even secrub oak are-presentthere, The _
land north of t¢he valley is broken by long deep ravines running.:llu
out for several miles from the éalleyu Further north the land
is lese rough but Stillnbréken et times by minor water-courses.
North of the valley, bluffs of white poplar make the country
a semi-park area. . | |

The soil &f thé.Valley 1s a rich loam but north of
the valley the soil is.of an average quality on1y, being mostly
a clay loam. Sténes;are present in the soil but hotlin‘grea%' 
abundance. The seﬁiwwooded nature of the.country has necess-
itated the clearing of trees and :ush‘before’cultivation could

be accompliched. . This conditicn has led to the establishment
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of mixed ferming and to the encouragement of those settlers’

o] 5 1 & £ rFoarmIiTNne
interested in this type of Tarming.

to the first settlers. In the decade between 1880 and 1890

the west was still vefy sparsely settiled. .Ther@ wasg, further,
no other rallway north of Th tewcod on the main line. At the
same timsy the Indians of the West were somewhat r@stivé_before_‘
and-followimg the rebellion of 1885, Consequently, the settlers
,;slt the nec ,y of the companionship of people of the game
’rnaticnaliuy and the. same religious persuasion. Like much of

cttlement of Fertile

m

the earl c%atlem@nt of the west, the
Beltvﬁas arranged throuvh the Federal government and the
':Caﬁédian'facific Railway and was géneraily under religlous
-auﬁpices;‘- R | SRl
YAf f The premier honors of pioneering in this portion of
ﬁ’fhe Wesildé ncﬁ; however, gé to the early land seeker. Again
it is the intrepid missionary who was first. As éc often in
thé'Weét, the thwuance ef the ;i~siona y over the Indian mesant
'tke security and wcifare of the 3ettler
The missionary-in m“ig'instanme was the Rev. Hugh

(leter Dr.) McKa

e

. . L Presbyterian by fa 1@& Pev, McKay left

=

Guelph, Onterioc in February'of_thevyear 1884 io minisier to .
the Indians of the We@%."dn»t%e first of June, the missionary
lefﬁ O“avbu‘, Meanifcba b& ieam Iollonzng the old Hudson ‘Bay
trail, On June :i;th he pitched his tent on what was later to

th te of the Round Leke Indian School.” Here & house and

be e si
stable were erected. 'In the early wzﬂter seventeen children

were gathered and sshocl was opened.” An-'Indlen, Jacob Bear,

o~

his wife essisted in the:work .

eta

(o}

an
In March of 1885 the rebellion broke out and thé‘Indians

becsme much agitated. The children were hastily removed from’



.

school by their parents. Veeks full of anY1cty and fear followed.

Ff

The nearby towns of Whitewood and Broadview were much agitated.

~
There were at that time approximately a thousand Cree Indlans

n

in the neighborhood. Rev. McEKay remained at hls post pleading

<3

the cause of peace, warning the Indians at the same time that

‘g

in the event of an uprising on their part that the "Red Coats"
and soldiers wéuld‘afrive from the East as numerous as the “légvéé
on the trees 4

During the summer, tke trouble subsiéed. Some of the
Indians returned to the mission and helped to builé a log |
school houge ciwvb@n by eighteen with thatched rogf and stove
fireplace. In November Jacob Bear returned and assisted in thé
work., He was faitolul and trusiworthy, being interested from
aﬁ early age in missions. YWhen a boy, he had attiended an |
'Anglican Church'mission gchool north of where the city of
Winnlpég how_is. ‘“at winter progress at the schoel 7as en-
couréging. A1l were anxious to learn, the Inﬂgan children
Secklng 18 master the English and the Missionary the Cree.
‘ :'1anguage.' ‘ _ . - |
e In 18é7ithevForeign liission Council of the Presbyterian 41 
Church gave a grant’of $4000.00 which was used to erect a ouilding,‘

B

twenty~four by fif;ymvour with iul stone.basement end a wing'
twenty~lour by'thiriy, two stories high. _This ﬁork_was interruptéd
by sickneés among the workmen, two 5f whom died éf»typhbid‘fever.'
The following ﬁinier the school opened with anvattendance of‘ i
sixty Indisn children. .
| In the folloﬁinv year, ;;.888ﬁ a schbol’hogse 24 x 42
on stone foundation with full basement was erected. Miss Nary
McKay, daughter of Rev. John Mu“av of Elphinstone, Manitoba was

ey

the»first paid teacher but beinﬂ called to & higher position,

-

remained onLy one year. This school house was surmounted by a.

belfry in which hung a swset~uu:;; bell, a gift of Rev. MePherson

# Source of Information -~ Dr. McKa y's Own Story



of Stratford, Ontario. Although this first school buiiding 1éter
burned to the ground, the original bell still does duty several
times a day and can be heard for miles up and down the picturesque
old valley. | .

. In January 1900 Chief Kewlistahaw and his chief men made»
request of the Misslonary for a church on the reserve. 1his re~
quest Was granted and the chiel'“nd his men assisted in its erection,"
hauling stone,'logs,'lime and sand. The church, which_still~
funetlions, 18 located ten miles due north of Broadview. The
‘dedicatory services were cdhducted by Professor Hart of_Manitobé t
,College, July first 1900, ' i
7 In 1922 Rev. R. J. Ross suc»euded Dr. NcKay as princlnal;i
‘ of:thé‘gcncol. The seme year a disastrous cyclone damaged the 4
schoolipbqperty to such an extent that government,aésistahcg wasf
éduired;' As a result,'the &ove?nment purchased the school aﬁa ffJ
pronerty and assumed‘guperV1siow of the entire enterprise. _

'In December of 1923 Dr. and Mrs. McKay (formerly MisS
Silvie Sanlmarx ox Sto"“hom? Sask,) repirea\&o winnipeg;_:Dr.'f:i
McKay died in “hat city September 20th 1928, but his memory. 1s
i‘still very fresh in the mlnds of muny, both Indians and settlers;

:wno live in the Qu Apnblle recior.’
. Founuing of Kanosvar hancariaﬂ Colony

,Amonw the ;1rst se ttlers to brave the prevations of this.‘;,
: béfticulaf part of tho Web+>we”e the: hungarians. The story 01 theirx
éettleﬁentzis one of the most romantic‘and';nteresting;chapters of' 
early western-histpry. = % . %

There are puéported.io be 15;000 Hungarian'farmerglin;
Saskatchewan, 1ivng for the ﬁdst part in éo~call¢d °°l°n133!'.Th¢
oldest of these is the,Kaposvaf colony located-in the south—égstern
portion of Fertile Belt Municipalily. It was founded by Count Péul
Esterhazy. 1t 18 sald he Waé a scion of thévfamous and noble.
femily of Esterhazy, one of the richest and bldest families in:
Hungary. As a youth of eighteen, he fought iﬁ the army of Louils

Kossuth during the revolution in 1848, After the suppression of
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the revolution, he was compelled to go into exile with many §ther_
patriots. He emigrated to England where he Joined the British
army as a volunteer, - It 1s probable that during his stay in
London that he beceme interested in the colonizéticn efforts of
the Dominion and offered hié,services to the govérnment.

Count Esterhazy made his first appearance in America in
1880 at Castle Garden, NeW‘York, in thé capaciiy of agent fO? §h®-
Canadian Government and the Canadian Pacific Railway. | By

In Castle Garden hé was like a protector and father tby
{he Hungafiams.who'were engaged as industrial laborers. Morértbani
seventy per cent of the immigrants had been agriculturalists ihv
‘.the:01d Land and fér this reason, found their pccupatious unceﬁgénu;
ial, Count Esterhazy begen to visualize the establishment of 1;V
: agricuitﬁral colonies. Assiniboia, Canada, through which the ‘
C.P.R.~maih}line had been recently built, presented‘itself as a
suitabié place. Here, north of the railway were K?busgnds of ad#és t-
ofghoméstead land wﬁere thousands of famlilies could settle.

. “With this in mind, he presented himself in May-of 1885
béforé the Mérquié éf[Landsd§wne,'then Governor General;b_ﬁig pléné:
met'ﬁith aﬁpyovai and‘a_céncern of finanaiers,fwith»the 1eadersﬁipf 
6f Lord Moﬁnt Stepheh,nwas fofmed to carry oué tbe details bf the .
iren . vi A vv' -, | £ | .

'ii was deci&ed-thaﬁ the settleﬁs:should enjoy all kinds .
of facilities until they co@ld'stand'oﬁ their own feet; in particu
ulaf, they should get frame houses with egquipment énd stock for

thelr work; All this was intended as a loan to bé pald off in

ten yearsvwith interest at the rate of six per cent. Accb:ding to
ﬁhe permission obtalned by~¢cunt Esterhaéy;'thg_area deéiingd'_CA;
for Hungari&n settlement waé {d comprise four twonships: 18,;

192, 19 and 20 in ranges 1, 2; 3 and 4 west of the 2nd meridién, an
area of 125,000 acres. -iﬁllater devéloped that other groups ocbupied
pafts of thé areas designated -as Hungarian immigration did not |

warrant the reservation of this large arca for Hungarians only.



After these details had been arranged Count Esterhazy sent
o £ four to inspezt the lands in gquestion. This group arrived
a group of four fo inspe

in Whitewoed in July of 1885. They returned with a very favorable re-

*

port. The following winter Count Esterhazy organlized a group of
thirty-five families, about one ﬁundred and fifty individuels, fronm
the States.l This first centingent‘of prospective settlers arrived in
Whitewood in July of lSSé, conducted by Ccunt Esterhazy and Lord '
Mount Stephén and accocmpanied by a government surveyor.

'At thevstaﬁion they were provided with tents end provisibha'
‘and after e long trxp by ox—cart, arrived at their destination some
twentymfive mlles north 0? Wnitevcod.v Bullding materizls were bauled
from Whiteroa and carpenters employed by the C. P, R. started to:

“build homes for the setp1erag The houses were 2ll uniform, measuring f.
20 . % SO. Vith the advent of fall they were ready for occupatipn. Thé
settlers had no %eaaon for complaimu° They cenme With practically no
reséurces andrwcre now potentizl owners at lenst of a quarter section
of iand and e substgntial freme house. In addifion they were given
provisioﬁs of flour lafd, bacon, sugar,Acoffee and tea in monthly.
rations extending over & periocd of a year and a half, To facilitate
the breahlng of land for cul‘ vat~v“, they Obual“ed three head of
cattle chosen from the hegtds of rea;ay ranchers,

:in spite’ of ~the initial assistance rendered them,Amost of
this group did not make'good ée%tlers. The relative prosperity en-
joyed by them éid not gémpel thé colonisis to make any strenuous
effcrps toxstart pioheer-wcrk; on the couurary,'ihey devoted their time -

\td hun ing and snorts., After the first 1ong;and se%ere wiﬁter some of |
them mede up f Avir minds to leave fof é,mildernélimate;i Thié feeling_:
wes infensifimd with the coming of-the seccﬁd winter.. The ewoaua of
the colonists continyed then that . winter until by sprirg only approx- i
imately one~third of the origiral group remained ard even these were
prepared to guit,. ‘ ‘

Fortunately fdr thé success of this'coldnizﬁfion project,
Count Esterhazy returned in 1888 with & fresh gvoun of settlers

direct ITOF Hungary. These were of incumitable couraae and ensrgy
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and revived the hopes of those azlready there and thus saved the
colony from dissolution.
In the ;0110"11” year, 1889, still further recruits from

joined the colonys Among these were:
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algo some Bohemian imml;ruhus from Southern Russla,
- These settlers cnjogea no adve aLawea whatever from tne

i

or the first winter being de-

-y

G

(@]

£. P. R. even the provisions of fc
‘nied them by the man left in charge of the colony.v Consequently,

they faced real hardships. Some sought shelter in the haises of

the earlier settloré, some in the %ouses abandoned by those who had
1eft the colony, still others built homes of log and sod.

' As there were notresources at hand to start furmlﬂ”, ihe
'newcomefs were forced to find work, This was not the easiest matter
either as the only work in Saskatchewan was railroad construction,

at SOme considerable distance from their homes. Others sought work

in Manitoba or even across the boundary. Father Woodcutter fecords' 

(o8

of this period: "hen I arrived here the first time, (1891) everything
wae like in a primitive state.........the people had to struggle hard
1111 they could stand on their own feet." Another reliable survivor

3

of ‘this e riod reports the kefting of gophers for humen food!

Settlemont'of Bohemian and Slovak groups

Lg has already been state d, there was a smali influx of
Bohemians in 1888 and 89.' This group settled on lands O.l”inally
'éetlaside'fcr the Hun gariuum, east and north of the oririnal Hun~
garlan settlement called Kapogve - azteh‘an 0old Hungarisn town.

The history of: thesm peoples is so‘similar to the history.
of the Pungc_i:n group.tnat 5 &5 scarcelz FCQULFGS 2 separate treat-
ment. The bulk of the Bohemian-Slovanic group‘did not arrive, how~
ever, until in the period 1900-1905. The se- arrived directly from.,
Austria and Poland. These peoples were energetic and met with qﬁ;te
reédy succession thelr "griculﬁural pursuits. .Their original social
and religious centre was with fhe tungarians at Kaposver but with

he coming'of the C. P, R. branch line (Kirkella-Saskatoon) they

found their centre at the newly formed town of Esterhazy, named

after tna adventurous Count.
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Founding of New Stockholm Scandinmwian Colony

Another interesting chapter in the history of Fertile

Belt Municipality concerns itself with the founding of the New’

C»\

gtockholm Scandinavian Colony by peoples chiefly of Swedish extraction.

=1

A mercheant, jantel Ohlen by name, emigrated from Sweden

|
! i 3
\

to Cenads in 1884. On arrival, he was appointed as a federal i
immigation‘agentEand wag commissioned to seek land in Western Canada
for coldnizing_by Swedish peoples. In 1885, accompanied by a EP.‘.
M. P;'Petersdn, ne visited that'area of land which lies north_of>
Round Lake in the Qu‘Appelle Velley. This he regarded as suitable

-

for settlement; As a result, he returned to Sweden early ih 1886

and actea as a feceral {1 nigration agent there uecklng to draw
settlers to this area. .

Ohlen returpod with a vzali party in June of the same
year. ‘They were held up in the Qu'Appelle Valley for a week by
Ttorrehtial rains, but finally errived on ihe location of the pro-
posed settlexent an'July 1st. This dete has since been celebrated
as the blrthCay of the Scandinavien colony.

Durlnrr the follov1n~ two years numbers of Scandinaﬁian‘
femilies'joined the_nucleus,and the cqlony grew steadily. then
visited the colony again the ppring of 1888 which viéit turned out fdb
.‘be of‘some importance to the 3ouha cblony.‘ At this time, Alex;:: |
Stenbefg was aﬁpointed ﬂmdﬂral luﬂC“ucekOf to c;rect the flow of
incoming immigrénts. Great ﬂLmbOTQ of the. eafly lard seekers found
hosvita 1ity in his home wh1¢e hrs. Stenberg served as‘nur$e before
the advent of trained medidal.practitionefs, .Dufing these early
years she'probably‘ﬁshereﬁ'iﬁto the'worlduag many or more new Yl
Cenadiansg as the aver ag@‘doctér‘aﬁd duite as sucéeésfuily, boﬁh aﬁéng
Scandinavians and o@hers; However, - 1t is unfelr to single out any
‘ind vidual cases of p=bvEh nOSPitgllt;w?glbfulnecs as this aititude
permeated the whole of %ioneer communluies.: V

To return to' this eveﬁtful yéar:‘ The colony also received
& Foet Office name ed Ohlen in hohor ofi its founder,this same yeaf.

During the visit of Ohlen, a school district was also organized and
i

r)-)

n 1889 the first scho olhouse was erecied of logs and named the New
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Stochholm school,

These Scandinavian settlers received no assistance whatever,
and in consequence suffered considerable hardships in their first yéars.
Their first homes were of ;gd and log and it weas necessary for the‘men
to be absent a great deal in the summer in order to earn sufficientl

money with which to purchase needy equipment and supplies for their

farms. However, once semewhat established, they made speedy progréési
tevward independence and cowpérative p;osperity;‘ . :

The Coming of the Railroad

“One 01 the great handicaps.of tho early settlers in Fertile
" Belt Was.the lack of railway facilities. Prior to 1902, it was
necéssafy for the’éettiers té haﬁe-iheir products some 25 miles across
the Qquppelie Valley south to the old town of Whitewood oh the ma1n 
1ine 6f ﬁhé C. P. R.- This entailed considerable hardship as the ﬁfiﬁ
nece sitated an absence 0x two or three days from the farm with oxnn.»

The lgng cherished hope of the settlers was realized in

1902 with the building of the Kirkella-Saskatoon branch of the C. P. ﬁ;f
"This 1ihe paeséd within three miles north of Kaposvar, the old centre .
'_éf'tﬁé Hungarian colony; and some eight miles north of Ohlen; the .
.centfe of the Scandinavian colony. At points opposite the oldApolony  '
féentfea ﬁew towns sprang up: Esterhazy and Stockholm., Some tine lét;r'
(190§) Grand Trunk Pacific built a road parallel to the C. P. . A%
approximately ten miles hc?tq. . On this linn two quLtlonal villages‘
came into exizstence: Atwater and Bangar.

w4

nith the advent of the

=

ailroads, the ploneer péfiod of
the'§0&u“y cnucd and there began a time of even>gréatcf‘pfogresa. 

The 1ife of the old colonies was consid ably stimulated. New éettlers
of allinationaliti@s‘began to f1ock.1n¢‘ Many were added tb the'qld”
Scandinavian colony and a 1afger Hungarian groﬁ?_settied immediatelyi
bnorth of Siockholm and becamé a strong unit. . Still further:north about
the G. T. P, line large numbers of Brlt $ BEARLG Bapadian settlers

joined some of the early settlers and ranchers.' From éhis time fore
ward the municipality began to essume a more heterogeﬁeous aspect

as far as population was conderneds' This influx of settlers was

almost entirely unorgenized as far as race or creed were concerned,
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The individual settler no longer felt the nepézsity eof scgg?egatien»
du=s to the improved nature of curmunication and the absence of ise-
laticn in general. The prime cbjéct now was, the securing of land °

sulitable for cultivation.
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Materiel Populatior

In 1902 Count Esterheazy, though in cld &pe, cawe Trowm New

" Sy o X A “ .
York &6 witness the conduction of the nsw branch line of the s Do Bi iRy

o+

and alse to inspect the colony which he had founded. He was very

agreeably ilmpresscé and instructed Martin Deme, former army officer,
tc meke a permanent recorﬁa' This work later appeared in book form
and fr it we get the following statistics: In July 1902 the-arca«

“of cccupi&d la nd 40, ouo scres; broken and fenced lend 14,000 acres;
the number of hamcsf@aes 200, with a population of 960. Buildings
recorded are:  omne Céthclicvchvrch with ractory, two post officeé
(L terhazy and Kapds"ag); four schoels, and 200 dwelling houses xith

_.barns, etc.’ | 1 ‘_ . .

Further statisﬁigs may prove interestihg, Crop figures5;

fof the D“eceeding year were: 'wheat 160,C00 bushgls; potatgas 20,006'

busnels. Numbers of livestock vere: éat le 25C0, horses 600, hogslj

 ‘1200, ﬁéficuitﬁrél‘equipment: throsting machi@gs 1, plows 400,
r@aﬁeré 20@, vehicles 200, Tﬂe above figures cover the Kaposvar-

Eoterhazv ‘ ttlamprt lﬁCludiﬂ” btoth Hungearian and Bohemian settler
and any ctﬁews who jOineﬁ this group;

e The.Scandinaﬁian_group'at thiswtime 190a, had growh”ébﬁénw
what . too, aﬁc while no exact 1igure-"are availébie, moé£ 1lik e$y stood
.qt some 3FO or 400 aou;u;?-Their D”og s'éﬁﬁthis_time wou c be more
. or less simiiar to fhat ox'tha‘si er.: coxony. s

; Th3. ulati@n of Fertile Bblt hunic‘naTity an given by

the Secretary of thuﬁ Num* ipality is given ‘as follows: Hunqarian BEZ, .

Scandinavian 187 . Bohemian 10%, Cansdian and British'and'cther nation-

A

a;itleo 40%, tot al 30pU¢ut10ﬁ being approximately 4800,

‘fSouial Life in the Ear y. Days cf'the'colonies
The esrly years cf the colonies of Fertile Belt were'ﬁarked
by almost complete iso’ﬁfion from the world ithout. The’ unly con~ E

o -

act wnioh the settler made WLtn_CBUvdI&n LiI@ was through: inirequent
visits to the town of tht'“oca for the purpose el disposing of
farm prodﬁcms of the purchass of suppllies. .Nox ecver, it waé usually
the man of the household who madcvihose excursions and then generally

o

alone, The colonies *ﬁcw elves were largely self-centred groups, a
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condition eccentuated by the comparatlve poverty of the early éettler,
$4hin the colonies themselves there was no force outside
the school which would tend -toward assimiletion of the people into
Canadizn life. The language of the old land was: spoken almost ex-
clusively in the home, the church and the community centres. The
vest mejority of children never heard English until they were of.
gchool age and then, sad toirelate, some of the early efforts ai
instruction in the English language were rather half-hearted.

In fact,:ccnditieﬁS'ih the new CQIOﬁies weré almoet'en-A
tirely a replica of conditions in the old lands except as they,wcré:
modified by natural evv*rcnment ; Th* nind of the early settler was
very little affected by hiv removal to a new environment. ‘Social-
and religious customs were'taken uu, ic a large extent, where thej'4
had been left off in the old land.: ;n fact théra geems to have
been a very‘ eiinite efforb and desire on the part'of the early
settlers, Hungarians, Boheuiﬂns ond Scandinavi°3¢ el ike to preserve
both_ihé lahguage and the cu@‘omﬂ of their native lands.

5. From thé'historical work of the Rev. Father Santha we
,guther a few lac*s concerning the ecarly life in the Hungerien-Bohemlen
colonyz. In thb homc lana the great majority of Hungariszn settlers
had enjcyed vilxage 1ifa., The isolation of the West drove thém
therefore to abserve and_appréciate the common ties of language,
religlon and tradition which boundthem together. The whole colony
seemed. to be practically oné_greaﬁ femily.- The alcofness from ex~
térnal influences madé'them'préserva the good they inherited, and ;
acce§t on1y the advantageé»of the newlsﬁrroﬁndings. : | .

' “As a rule, the occaaiona of divine worship on uundayD i
and. holideye brought the people_very of tcn togefher and churcb gotng
was & hébit of =cne sociéllimoortance. Events in family life, births,f'
dcaths, marrlages, were also occasions when traditiona’ customs»were
observed, |

The vife, of course, dlc the houaﬂwork but in pioqeer
times aloo lent her hards to cutdoor 1abour, 1n which she was often
quite as proficient as & man.. She was in most cases a real e?pert

in cuigine, utilizing to the best advantage all of the produce
5 s P
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which the farm snd nature provided. Large families with six to ten
children were quite usual; family 11 wes pure and divorce unknown.
There was usually a good vegeteble garden close to the

house where amongst other things, melons, tobacce and poppies were

L4H]
(6]
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grown, (Poppy seeds are us garieng for food, often as
sendwich fillirg.)
.The early Hungerian settler preserved his native customs

even in manner of dress. Tha men wore light pants and top boots,
the women wide skirts and colourea gshawls, Though poor, they were
always known for their hospitali*y and polite manners, Song and
.dancé'wefe.tﬁeir favorite recreation. J. Hawkes, author of "The Story
of Saskatchewan" madé'a visit to the settlement in those early days
and -sums up his iwpressions in_tbe following words: "I have two real
memories of the Hungarian Coleny. -The on e is the Bareth girls®' music;
the othef ié the magnificent and grate ful and more than graceful
bow of the man on the stack,” |

. 'VThe same ties bouﬁd the early Scandinavisn settlers to-
gether as bound the HumggriénuBoﬁemian settlefs, namely languagé,
religion and *“'dition.v ThelScandinaviané as a whOle*were, of'course,
Protestant from the old ldnd bei"g generdlly members there of the_ 
state church (Lu-“eran)

‘The Scundinav1an 1mmigrants were, for the most part from 5
thg rural éreas of Northern Sweden., They were, therefore, accustomed
agrigultural pursuits. Furtihermore, they‘made'good_ﬁse of the

dense growths of trees found in the Qu'Appclle-Valléy’énd on the
uplands,.aé they.weré‘w¢11,accustﬁ"ed to. work ing with timber in the'
61d land, - Comforﬁablé;homés wefe thefefore established, afcondition 
well pleasing to- the chndinavian who is abéve'all glse; a homerlover. 
Being religibus by nature, the.néﬁ;settlefsiwere not long

"in founding their ovh churchés, a fact which will be refer%ea to
somewhat later. Here they worshipped in traéitipnal manner ﬁith a
fervent and faithful;devction, véfifying the truth of the Psalmist:

"If I take the wings of the morning, |

And dwell in the uttermoa* parts of the ses:

Even there "hall thy hend lead me |

éd me."

}.-«l

Andé thy right hand shall ho
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The treditions and customs of the home land, dear to the

hearts of these voluntary exiles, were o:gvgved as faithfully as

-

conditions allowed. The celebration of Mid-summer Day (June 24, in .

the Scandinavian countries) was perhaps the most characteristic of

~d

y marked by a2 whole day selebration

b

{

these observances., It was geners
at Round Lake in the QutAppelle Velley when the whele colony gathered
ag a family. Nationai sports,'ﬁuCic_and folk dancesg in national
custumes were the order of the day, in@srmingled with speechesg in”

] &

the language of the fever%ed home " Lun¢
i ihé faﬁhefs of.the community on this occas ion observed thb

age~cld dgmocratic institution of ”Midsammartinget" (mig-summer
parliament), ‘a rélic cf’the anciedt religous-political géthering'of’f 
the early Norsemen. At theoe meeti s they discussed matters per;
taining tq.the'welfare of the commun;ty, and adopted policies for
its d;vélobment énd~pfégrcss. These vgatherings were responsible
1f0p the bipfh of the swedish~Canadlan League (Svenska Forbundet
;,Ksnada), This society has since grown to more or less national
'prqﬁdrtions among the varioﬁs Swedish groups in Western Canada &nd
'hasAfdr its obiectivajthe fostering of the Swed sh 1anguage and
.Svedish idealc among the peoples of Swedish descent in Western Canada,

Tne Scandina vian housvw1fe played an important part g
‘the life of the colony‘ .Grgat credit must be given her for the
skill and frucality she exefcised’in;utilizing the products of
‘farm and ga“d When an animéi was boﬁcherud all partg of the
carcaﬂs wurc used to pre@ar@ SOﬁé nalauable and ta Ty aish. From 
the milk of the cow she mede t ‘o kinds 01 nourishing cheese, one
from thc curds'and»ohé fromftherwhey,- Large families_were;customafY‘ih
'and home 1life was pure and happy. i | | e -

History and Iniluence of Churcnea in Fertile Belt

Ve revert again £0 th\ early hlatory oI the colonieé in

order to consider the place which the various churuhes occuoled in

the lives of the first settlers.
The Hungarian colonists were practically all devout

Roman Catholics., Even to this day, their usual salutation has been

b

L SLEE
ed be Jesus Christi In eternity,

w

of & relizious character: . "Prai

C
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permanent residence-there.

~dered Father Page

"Father Psge made the trip fr

-~ he made hib hequuarters

away, vi~3ﬁing

Amen." The first group »f settlers who zrrived in 1886 were wun-
accompanied by any spirituel lesder. It has been suggested that this
Jack of cpirid tu91 leadership ané the comfort of the church was e.
fecter in the near feilure of this first setilement., In fact, the

organizers nf the se ++-“ﬂﬂnt seem to

s :
e [ 2

ligious needs of the comrim

It was only in 1887 that

have forgotten entirely the ra-

the colony was visited by an oblate

missionary in-the nerson of Father Agapite Page who later tock up

=
e

thich Father Page discovered the

€53

of. St. Boniface heppbncd to see

UPOHD of new immlg“ants which wer

arrivel was

at Fort

andf%t Istven,Scho ol.
In 1892 the miszsionary
the. colony. . Twé years 1ater a logichuy

There was .very little merey col le

and'work being supplied
wes.a man cof devoutvand mcﬁas*
or col]ectlong, but W&o crrien
things given
itude by the Hungarisn colony.as

Inv
young priest of Garran deéqéﬁi;;

a ‘school teacher in the colony'in

Il
ié a

to visit.them 2

hailed as an angel of

by the fe

interesting to recall the wgy in

commurity. - In 1886, Bishop Tache

picture showing the:

e to he colony. He then or~

s soon as possible. The next sumrer
. Boniface on horseback and ¢n his
For a number of years

Ellis, a distarce of fifty miles

thé *olonv from Lhe”@ and saying masses at Esterbazy

built himself s gmall log house in::
reh 24 x 80 was Copuull ted.
ted Tor this edifice, the msierial

i2hful - narishicnersy . Pether

aracter.. -He had ne resuliar salary
with thc gifts ef food an pt By

Ha U111 ever oc rsr#rhv'eé with grct~‘

the West .

rst prieat )

b
)
Vi;‘

ken over kv Father Vioodeutter, a
Before"?king_hnly orders, hevwas

He wag a zce"fow

man, speaking several'jaﬁguages, among them’Hungarian. Under his
1eadérship 8 fine éionevre¢tory wés built at Reposvar. To replace
the old wooden structure, . in 1907, .an imposing large gtone chUr;h
under the title of .the Assumption of E. V. M. wa2s built by Father
Ju, Pirot, then parish priest. This church measured 85:x 35 and 1is




one of the firest churches on the prairie. Ites construction is

entirely of native ctong. During this time the needs of the grow-

; (u

ing Stockholm Hungarian settlement were attended to by the priest,
from Kapcsver. . In 1C0¢ a spaclous frame church was tulli there

1

ather Snog becre

l).

vnder the title of St. Flizabeth of Hungsry.

"
& 94

D

Concerning' 'the pionser. priests Rev. Doctor P, Saentha,

pregent priecst st Stockholm writes: "We cernot eppreciate too much

”:5

“the mctivities of these plonser lests and their followers who,
3 A X 3 . J N E
rovarmes the rcrenities of a highly cuvltured country, chose to work

under these‘primitive_condition§\in order to save the souls cof

——

their former counﬁrvmén.- To realize their difficuvlties, we havg'
to. Lonsider that' these pfonic we re unfémiliar with the idea of
coﬁtfibuting'towa:és the upkeep of the churches and support of
tﬁeir pastorsj and even when they.had adopted the novel‘system,
they did‘not"possess the means to braetice generosityg. But ino
splte of. ban i,aps,.these devoted priests b;azed the trail for
those_whom Providence has callsd to follow in their footsteps."

| The Scandinaviéns who gettled in Fertile Belt were, of
Cgupse; of the Protestant faith. Scandinavians possess a warnm
_réligious,nature which usually expresses itself in democratic
spiritual inst itutions. 1wh11é the méjority of Scandinavians are
Lutherans from the State Chufch iﬁ the 0ld Land, the first church

A . . . ;

‘in the new cclony Wés & branch of a free cburch, the Mission Friends
'Church.buThis group is;a ﬁuréiy Scaméinavian dendmination; a’
Swedish theolo 51'1*1, Drof Wallenstros teing,ite'owiginator. ‘_ This
groun orgenized a churcn he‘SOth of Junc 7888, Tne.same.year .
C. 0. Hofstrand was cal 1ed to be 1its pastor. In 1889 a church
bvild‘ng of logs yas commenceo.. The original building, with im-
provements, 1s in use at the present time. C..Q. deétrand COori=-

tinued as pastor until 1908 when he was foilojcd by Carl Lindoff;

C. J. Fngvall and finally, 1913-1220, by A. G. Olson.
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Unfortunately, in spite of repeated efforts, mat

erial re;
garding the history of the Swedich Iaittheran Church has been
difficult to secure. ' The church_f?s organized on the 3rd of
October 1889 but a church bullding weas not completed until 1896.
This bullding we=s situated on a forty acre plot received gratis
from the C.P.R.: In-lélQ a fine large brick structure costing
$20,000 or more replaced the original log structure.

The Swecdish Baptist Churéh was organized by a young Swedish
immigréntlof that faith in 1914, The origiral members were ne;rly_
all converts from'thc:SWedish State Church.‘ Two acres of suitabiejn
1and were purchased,naer the banks_of the Qﬁ'ﬁppelle Valley on /
the western bbundéry of the municipality{. A cémfortable frame
Shurah: was eraotad énd‘dedicated in 1918, The first ordained
minister ‘was Rev. Alfred Johnson, a young Sﬁedish immnigrant who
received, some training in‘Bfandon College, He 1atef proved
unfaithful to his WOfk:and-wés gucceeded by Rev. G. P. ﬁollberg

after¥1920.
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assimilation
The R. M. of Fertile Bolt affords a rather unique oppor-

tunity for the stvdy of settlement by colonies. To this day the

various national groups are designated by locel citizens as the

1 A 1 1 - - ML -, e -y~
"Hungarian coleny', the "Bohemian colony” and the "Scandinavian
colonv This designatlion indicates definitely that the effects of

segregs >t.1on eﬂn still 1bmr‘y maerked among these New Canaclans. As
te the adve ﬁt"”bu and disadvaniages cf . cettlement in sezr;gated
groups.. the. reader will,ha"e 10 draw ‘his own conclusions from tha:
observ**ionb made below.

To the rr ﬁspcc+ivn imnigrants to Cenada, settlement in

wade a decided appeal. Arcngsﬂ\ptaer things, 1t wes one of ths in-~

ducerents held out by the ‘government ana t aﬂspox at'or companies

“immigration agerts. - The appeal was quite natural., - The immigrant

felt that the hard dships of settle meﬂt in a new land would certainly
be am _1 rateé by Lhc feW&ov 11 O Tiilal Kc-minaed naople. For_this

réason, tnb federal rrmr'-mmen‘c and the iransportation compenies, in
thé early d ys of s ttlcmnn+ in the Weed, made conasiderabdbls use of

the-seévices of.religious,leede?s in the various Naticnal groups.

Religious ] ers,. in their,tvfn, looked upon this method of in-

‘;ducing'immiﬁratior ﬁo'weﬁteL“ Canada with favor. It afforded them

an opport unitv of eStdbli‘“iP7 oatno ts of peoples-of their own

O

particular faitn‘and=language»in a n w_and'gfowing country. Po
state- that there-was anj keen éompétiijon Among. rc‘iv?o _eaders
fof thé settling of,théfﬁeét with éeo?ie of +heir wn faith is Per“;
ha 28 teo exaggeratc +ﬂe %““e state of a¢fairg.»'°u ceftainly_the 
ralig;ousvleaders;wefe aware of the_qpportpni£y and-ﬁscd it,_ 

o Other inruﬂcments which made for rcllh,oac segregation incluxed

o

grants of lands for cnU“ch slitcs gﬁveﬁ bysthe C. P R.- 5 The Luther&nl

L

%

Church and the Mission Eriénds Church in the Sca c' avian Colony

sach received i forty acres.
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empkyment in some minor nub 1800

perhaps most apparent in't
he continental Europcaﬂ‘:angu%gaa. Acenast the original settlers
approximately fifty per cent. make excluncive use of_th?ir native:
tongue to thie day. The other Tifty per cent.'posseésya rather

good comma‘d of the English as well, acquifed generally though their
silce in ca"ﬁicr days.

The secoﬁd; and even to sowe extent the-third genération;

qui tcAcommonly make use of two languages interchangeably, 31gli.h'

ey

and tbe native lan guage of ttelr parents. The two languages are - ..
generally spoken gnite freely, but neither with any grezst degree of
perfection.

There is noticeable 1n each of the national groups & -

r’:

N
-2

(63]

quite definite sire and effort for the continuation of the Con-

w

tinental langusges at least for oral purposes. The motives behind

this eifet have been partly sentimental and nartly religious. The

olce ?-Lcwbe of each of the colonles have insisted upon the use
of their native lancuages as the only vehicle for the expression

ir re

g |

of the

&
[n

spective homo—land cal“ure Church leaders have felt
thét'the usé 6f=the Continental language would best convey the .
vtrqditions of the church and, at the same time, would be a force
for re’iglous g0l idity ana a nuarantec of the pre*ervation ﬂf the
falth;

‘ ~It is in f ostlng to note that the Continental léhguages-
weré used exclusivel&_in all churches, Catholic end Protestant, ‘
of the colohiés uﬁtii.quite recentlv,  The Catholic churches as
yet have not adoptéd’thg_usé of the Englishfianguage in fhéirISerﬁicvs
but the Scendinavien churche 8 n07 use both la gdages inihrﬂhanveably,

an innovation which has erisgsn within the last decade.,

T

# - The Swedish language was uged exclusively in the Stockholm Swedish

‘Baptist Chucch un?i my.arrival as stuﬁont'pasfor in 1929. English

R

BEIY

s were then introduced on a fiféy-Tifty basis with Swedish.

This innovetion was reg rarded with suspicion by some of the older mem-

bers of the congregation and community, who felt that Canzdian {Englich)
Baptists in general were modernistic. Therefore, the Gospel in




a cca
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It has been the custom in these colonies to use the Contin-~
ental langusge almost exclugively in the home. In this way, children
of pre-school sge hear and learn only the one language. When ready

< 1 § 1. 5 % ~3 o) 1 = ™
for the nublic schools, they are therefore quite a problen for the
tescher., Thie ig particularly true of the eldest children in a

family, the younger before schocl age often pick up the English from

= i

A i
their brothers or sisters who attend school. -Also the mother-tongue

wes Oftﬂd uscé,by'thc children in free periods and recesses while at
Schocl,_a ﬁractice Which proved a very definite obsts cle to the
proper acquisition'éf tﬁs English language.
The total réeﬁlt of the above mentioned condiiions hes
besii theﬂ two lanﬂuagés are generally spoken by the peeples of
ntisenﬁal ;U“OﬂFMP extraction in Fertile Belt. Unfortunastely,
néiﬁher_of'ihese laﬁguages is snoleﬂ with accuracy or Duri tye. In‘

'3

fact, there is considerable ev

e

dence of a Jargon or miqure of two

>

lan~1aves CLV”IO?IDS in each national group.

2 5

The problem of acsimilation of New-Canada has been z& rather

pressing »rob 7 em for some time. Certainly Canada has passed out

i

] sdme-time ago from the" colonial“ stege and bilds fair to become a

must be & fusgion of.jecﬂlesfaf ai

‘natLon recognized in. the w ld on ite own morltsa It is impossible

.to conceive thet the heterogensous population of Western Cenads mill

p)
o

holus bolus British traditions and British culture. Our New-Cen-

e

‘adians are 100 self-willed for that‘and.ioc conscious of their new

freedomn, ~ﬂoreover,.segregation_lnto coﬂdunlikes h as provided the

meang of preserviﬂg the wofherwtonuao, the clauland faith trad;tions

(]

and, culture. The Canadien.race to be, in Western Canada at 1east,

iy

ferent national extractlon. oo T

'arparentlv must the usnauzaw culu"“ to be also‘be a fusion of

different cultures. This, at least, is the uhmory which hes been

suggested as tle only ¢0”1cul process which will finally-fuse_the

English could not be the same g2¢ the Gospel In Swecdish., 'This in-
cident illusirates rather well- the whole stcfola~“ behind the

ingistence upon the use of the Continentsl langus
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heterogeneous ponulation of Vestern Canada into a true Canadlian race

/8

and people.

peoples of Continental-Furovean extrzction ere scarce
the cultural heritage which I8 thelrs. Many of

their native landgs becguse cnncit*ons there providec only the most

In the year 1932 the Stoekholm Scancdinavian Commun;ty entered
a cowwvn1+v progress competition sponsored by the C.N.R. among New

Cenacdlan communities.~ This community ves mmccessful in achieving

‘third place with a prize of £250.,00 10 be used for community im-

nrovement. The judpes of thie¢ competition included Dr. Murray, Fres-

3

icde of the University of fesketchewan, Mrs. Violet McNaughton

4 i g R e o e
(lately recognized by H.M, Xing Georce f'or services among farm women)
ard Vr. Englend of the C.N.R. Department of Immigrstion and Colon~ .

ization, Vinnineg. The Student was secretary of the local committee

for the competition, and the experience proved quite valuable [rom

)

a Eociologlcal standpoint.

The judges required not only a general inspection of agri-
L

culturel accomplishments but also visited schools and comm writy social

centres and churches. An exhibition of handicrafts and cooking was

"was elso required and e dlsplay of musical end histrionic talent.

Strerv wge*y enouﬁb the emphasis of the judges throughout was
upon théﬁe'features of the cthure of thé people; both'material and
otherwisge, which they had inherited fro# the old iand. The judges
seemed extremely pleased_bvér,every disnlay éf,oldéerid handicraft,
folk.sonos end dances, and folk ways, . In their remarks to the

2

gatherings at the community centres they emphasized the value of

*, 3

these features, urgihg these ”ew~Cﬂwaoiups to make determined efforts
e preservation of these elements.  Apparently the judges felt

h
thet the preservation of.the old-wernld cultural heritages 1s to play

4

an essential pert.in the future development of a Western. culture.

This policy could, however, scarcely be prosecuted w1thout 2 preser-

vation of the vehlcle of old-world culture, the Continentel lenguage.
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meager nieans of livelihood. . Ag a conseguence, the racial culture

3 1 1 T W < amA wa e he wAlwy - e 1 4 s
which ithey tnew- in the old-land wag hardly of & Fiou order . Yets &t

to: become conegcious ' of the higher culture of thelr own home-lands
than an imposed culture arising from e people of cdifferent en~

—\\ %
v 10nmeut. It ig aifficult thing to fuge cultures of a low stan-
dard but true culture, though national: in sspect, lg universal
iﬁ appeal, Could the various groups be made congcious of the high-
er elements in their various national cu lfarps, the fusion of these
into a truly fine Canadian culture would be greatly simplified.

The first generation of New-Cansdlens 1s qulckly passing

3

1
i3
S0

away and it is-with the second and third and the future generations

thai the ﬁork of1assimilation must take Dlace. The second gen ner—
tion possesses in itself a rather uniqué “ovcnolomv Their lives
are the battlefield of the 0ld and the new world.. To the former, .
‘they are drawn by sentiment, and to the latter, by the practicel
affairs”qf life;‘_ThisAis pa ft;cular true of ihose of the second
 geneP't on'living.in.segregated areasg, -After a11; ﬁhe tone of aﬁ

.individuelfs life ‘lg-lerzely determined by cu]turci traditiong.

”Te culturel traditions of Cenadlian eleme tary ecvcatlon have. been

33

'1argely British. in nature,. the background being so foreign to

“Continental Europeans it -has hardly been possible for the second

genefation le w~Cunaa¢an to accept them.,  This is not due to any
enti-Britieh Teeling, but rather to the fact .that an individusl of |

one country is expected to.settle in snother and accept the.culture

;..:.

E]<

-of a'third, Which'is7rathef an. imposeibility. " Surely, there exists
8 great neeo Tor emphao¢s on tPULV Canadian iraditions and a -
developument of a - truly Canadlan cultu

~Continental Turopesans posse

2]

g a genulne desire to become

Canadianized. Witness the number of Nordic and Central European

features masqueracding under a sombrero. 7To many -of theme new people

=

the Cowboy renresents the Canadian hero and Canadien culture, hence

the hats,

T

(I

Legislators have scarcely esslsted the gecond~-generation

New=Canedi

L

N, Tne census-taker still refuses to accept the term
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Canadian 2s a designation of rationality. A woman who 1s a Britis!

subject still loses her naturalizatlion on marriage to an unnatur-

[

| 0
elized resident os Canad This type of legislation tends to make
the seconcé-~generationer revolt agzinst other forces tending towerds

Fvidence of_the Ciffi¢ulty'of the trangiltion from old-ﬁorld_
culture to n-ow~world culture is‘anparent eamongst ﬁhe second-generation
New~Canadians of R.M. cof Fertile Belt. Education was never greatly
stressed by the original immigrant for the reason that the diffk;ﬁlty
of waking a ivelinhood in the earlj piloneer days necessitated the

emoval of children from the school et an early zge to assist in

4]

farm operstione. However, wherever talent ha:

(23
~

had the opportunity

[67]

to devnlop, t e edeeﬂce ha hown that there exlsts considerable

ability amongst these people of humble origln, which weulé lead

et
".J
O
Q

one-to belisve that they are cap making a genuine contrib-

ution to Canadirn 1life, Generally speaking, however, the level of
atke uellecfugl attuinment is quite low.in the coclonieg. The mzjority

of the secon 1d Qenerat1on have scarcely reached high-gchoul entrance

2 s

requirements.- Approxim tely one in a huncred have completed ma-

A
2
rn

tockholm and Esterhazy are very

(2 5

triculation., The hich schools of

{

o

Y

poorly;patfcnlzed.

| Up .to {he preéént time, the thres co}onies have bbeh_larely
endogamoﬁS'gro*ps.' The‘nuxber df inter-marriages between members
of any of the three grdups.and non~me;bers.is nraofically ngligable,
Thé barriers to inter-marriage are. both rabiai and religicus.
Precticslly 211 members.of the Scandinavisa n»group afé related by:

L

marrisce-at the pvresent

e

o

im

el

rY However,. the proCess of'endogamy
has.scafcely gone far ehough to have any advefse.effecis on ihﬁ
progeny ‘of guch enﬁygéﬂoﬁs‘mgrrisges.

Where inter-no ar'ieges:have taken place oetween individuals
of fiungarian, Bohemian or Scandinavisn extr actlon snd individuals of
other nation;l extracliion; /the results gener rally have proven to be
advantageous.  From a,mare:or-legs carsory stucy .of the offspring
of  such unions, eﬁidcncé geems to belihef there exists né biolozical

other objection to these unions. local doctors who attend such
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familles, testify eslso ' to the sbove statement. .'‘Occaslonadly evidence

seeng to present ftgelf which would lead one to belleve that. there
exist diastinet adventages to inter-marriage of these groups with

=

others.: Some of the offspring seems to be exira-ordinarilyiwell

)
=
O
e
=

- F% - %
¥ tellepgtually,

developed both physicall

One thing mucl be bome in mind when considering the peoples

e

of Continentes origin living In Cansda. It 18 unfeir to judge the

-

potentialities of these peoples by. the original immigrants.  The

4

~d because economic &nd other

b

majority of thenm immigrated to this 1ls
opportunity was lacking in their home lands. On errival in Cenada,
ploneer conditione afforded no oprortunity for cultural development,

At the present time, it is rather enlighiening to review some of the’

0

- 2
ng i

-
==
o

accompllasnments of their. offspr 1 the realm of education, -the

profesgsions, the erts, business and sgricultures



said corco:nmb the develop~-
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mént of churches  and ﬁcbools end thelr effects on the life of the
| | 118 sufficient to cover these
institutions.. With the coming of. the rallways and the'organiiation
. 0of towns, the Municlipality entered into a neﬁ era. The towns became
Anot only the commercial centres of the Municipality, but‘in'some,

depree 2lso the social 2nd religious centres. ‘With the develop-

&

.ment of the towns, there was an .influx of business people and others
of ;British gtogck and the general result was a tendency toward a

thelr

o

tlera an

c

more rapic 9091n11 tion amongst the criginal sef
childreﬂ. This was.especially true in -the matter of 1anguage,.

The ares comprised in the Municipality was organized-into
ta. . Local Imnrévement-district on November 156, 1999. The Local Im~
prbvement,éisﬁriét was erected into a Rursl ¥uniclpality by

pecl(l ioﬂislation effective Jenuvary 1, 1913. "It may be said that
1:"1m:tcip=u vovorrmont in Fertile Belt has had a histqrj which re-
'.flects creditably on those who participated ih it. The ability eof
tle Cortinenuul Europeans to enter successfully into public life
e B RN SN ta,t in the history of the MNunicipality
~the Reeve‘bés ﬁost of ten %@en chon‘n ITON amongat their group'”
'ratherjthan from thgléritish or Censdian stock living in:fhe'

‘northern section of the Municipality.

ot

the Fungaria

LO

3

Azongst and Boherians there wag little or.no

inclingtion for farm crganizatioﬁ.”ﬁﬁm ngst he Ceancl ﬁéyiéns; hbwever,
-thé contrary is trué.jnJudainq from the nu*ocr 5f orvénizou*dns ex-
:1stinp even today amonﬁct the Scandinavia ns, it'would‘appeer‘ihat

they are extremely. fona (Gha orgdﬁiza+10ﬂ.' ﬁmongét active organiz-

al pyesewnt time : } ¢ ;
ations there are three churches, Indpnendnpt Order of Good Templors,

‘..J
de

Swedish Canadian lLeague, two Comrunity Hall Aseceisticns, two

3

draratic andé literary clubs, two sports clubs, .United Farmers of

o

Canada, calf eclubs, ete.; etc.

e

"Ag early as: dB89 the Cecandinavian farmers formed an or-
genization called "Coloni F8reningen Nys Stockholm" (New Stockholm

Colony Association). Thig orgaenization wasg concern pd ith prrely

(&)


http:nrover;.cn

3

local iscues only and cared for the we the .colony as a

ganization functioned is difficult to say.
R
The next orgenizatlon to be heard of 1s a branch of the
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Territorial (Saskatchewan) Grain Growers Assoclation. ' Thie organ-

<

ization was one of the fore~-runners of the Grain Grovers' Grein
Company, the United Grain Growere. This occured in 1904, two years
-after the organizatién of this Association. Bow long thié organ-
ization lasted1is again.difficult  to saj. The £Scardinaviang have
a kneck for 1etting‘these orgenizations die'Out; |

The né?f ma jor org?ﬁizat?on of which there exisgts any rééord'
ié'thé AP0 B¢ Il Y orgénized in 1905. Tris orgenization, while of a
different type, has affinélrecord of community service. A com—
.fdrtable lodge hall was erected of log in 1908 which has since sév—:f
erel times  Dbeen enlarged and improved.  In thie building the lodge
éponabred net only temperance education, but many other activities
both educationsl and charitable. A fine library of Swedleh and
English ‘books was‘inétituted. - Study groups were orgenized and
. carried on for years.,'Dramétics were sponsored and well supportéd,

the hall having & fine stege and dressing rooms. This hall was .

o

m

_thé earliest.soéial centre of'the‘Scandinavian;conmuhity. vIn:1936
the hall became cOmﬁunity‘pfopert".f i s '

| Férmeré’ 6rgan?zatiqna have always made an éppeal to the
settlers“in Fertileféé;t,"pafiiéularly tbe §candinavians; Shortly
after the organiiat;bn'bf ihe'?armefs Uhion'oftCanada‘a i@dge of

n the Scandinavian community and

[

that oréaniration Wis dnbtittted
'aChieved modefaté_éuécesé, 1Thié'drganization:ﬁééQalmést,ent;félyA.
educational in function although ﬁt did'spénsog to séme'exteht,:;‘.
the formation of the Theat Pool éndilivestock poblsy’vaessureT"}
was élso exerted dn governmental poiioiéé thﬁéughiresolﬁtions"
and representations.
In 1026 the Farmers' Union of Ganada snd the Grain Grovers

Trading Ascociation (a Co-operaiive buying anC selling orgeniz~
ation) were swallowed up in a new organization, The United Farmers
of Canada. A ;adje of this new organization has Had alflourish~

ing existence in the. Scendinasvien Community.sirce that time. Since



the zmelgemation of this organization with the.Co-operative
Commonwealth Federaticn the policies of the C.C.F. have found

5 3

con 160 able sympethy in the community.

Strangely enougch, as stated before, farmers' organizations
have provoked little or no sympathy or supply amongst Hungerians
and Bohemlans, Aside from minor purely social organizations, .
there is little'tb tell.concerning the history of organizations
Vmonsct these peonlp Undoubtedly, the churcb hasg exerciéed its
inflanco-in opposition fo such OfburiéothDSe Father Pirot~of
Topoovur has comnlained of ra diCuL influence from the }ungarian
Vand Bohemian freES‘of ke Un'*ed States.

Peribd of Depression and Methods of Relief

Difllcultlcs of Eerly Settlement

. vrention has elready rteen made in the historical secﬂion of
this ﬁhesis to some of the difficulties which beset the early
Eungarien, Bohemian and.Scandinavian settlers. .It‘might'be'well~
%o eiaborauc mewhat on these as they bear directly on condlitions
obtain;ng sipce the beg nning of the present depression.

As‘has already_beon stated, the ofiginal Hungarien settlersv;ﬂ
_ﬁéfé'given‘cbnéideréble'aésistance:through the C.P.R. at,the time .
 of their eettlemant in 1886.;'This»croup, howéver, wes tha only

'

group to rccezve assiqtaﬂue. ~The Lcarﬂlnuviqn Bo%eri n and-
 1eteerungariani et tlers receivoo PO as 1stu“ce wnatsoever. ‘Yore—
“ovyf,‘{hé majority were practically”wAthout.capital at the time
of their ﬂgtﬁlgmént} The result was as'has slready been;éuggeétéé,
timés of ¢iffiault ﬁiQneer work, the se£{1ers'u;;ng whatever ré~ih'
soﬁrces were'ét hand, Thewméjoriﬁy found iﬁinecessary.to séend
loné periods-away.from.théir‘bomes in both éuﬁﬁér'énd ﬁinter in
whatever empioyieﬁi offered it self, in-Oréer to raise sufficien£ 
capitel to purchase tbhe ﬁeceséary equipment for'farmvoperstions.’
To add to their difficulties, the yéars 1891 and '92 brouzht
drought cgnéitiéné simllar to or worse tnaﬁ t%e drought conditions

of 1929-30-31., ifrficulchV wag the yeer, 1801 dlfflCth Cul-

tivated areas were as yet quite small and there wes 1it‘1e or no
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eat or feed from the year~ .. Nevertheless,

nrivetion,; were able to con-

food regources could

for zgricultural

very close to the prices peld the ye \r 1¢h

from twent v-;ive to forty cents per bushel at hi&e—

other concoc ity pric S were also quite similar‘tp

35/ per 2-11ttle higher. Low grade flour 'sold at

a~half to two éollars per hundredweight,., ' During

ne of the great difficulties to be overcome was the

to thé'local market. The settlers were twenty~five

a N

the town of VPhitewood, the

Grein end other products were generally drawn

e esrly '90's., The road was poor and particulsarly

r the Qu'Appelle Valley which lies between Fertile

own of Thitewoods Three to four days were generally

1.2

aki .grain to the market.

ni cne load of

vearns :1906~-07 saw.a decided slump in agricultural.

to world-wide economic conditione. Growing con~

exceptlonally good in Fertile Belt in 1906 but, un-
én'cafiy‘ffbst practically5éestPOVedvthe economic’

crop. “Thé s condx*ion pr@ducea an acded nbﬁtacle to £

LCVGlOpwPhi iﬂ‘?or ile nelt. Io nvcr, qs_in_the‘*

rs of the early.°90’s3_the eriegis was met by.the

ity and the willingness of the early cettlers.to en- .. °

On neither occasion was any outside ascistance

2

offered,

1%

the high nfiCeS'Daid for farm“products during the.

»

d the e°rly poet—W ne “lOd

there came a'periodlbf

tural deve1onment in Fert le pel(, a8 elsemhere.

£
i

crecit was. e*n¢nded ond the armers of nertile ‘Belt.

“1? innrove-

opportunlu” t0 borrow capital for ‘the

1 la

sirg of more nds

equipment end he purcha

nough no exect statietlics are gvailable on this s tier,



selves of the agricultural credlt then offered. . Before the end
armer and the creditor alike
begen to realize thet agricultural credit had been over-expendéd
in view of the economic trend. Some of the farmers were success—

ful in paying off thelr indebledness, but a conservative es-

7 of the owners with nortgages
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timate would place

ainst some or all of their land. (This does not mean nec~
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Perhpas a-third of
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essarlly that B50% of the land ie mor
these at the present time have an indebtecness greatér than the
. original mortgage, due to accrued interest which they were un-
ab$e to pey during tue 1&3% four or five years. It is safe to
say that prectically no interest was paid on mortgeges during
the veers 1936-31-32 Gositn dponatie cohdiiions nreveiling.
 Under normalicrcp conéitions and with present farm product prices,
I would judgg that there is little howe of these mortgagors ever
‘émergiﬁa from their indebtedness. Moreover, in the event of
vastly improved con dltionm for agriculture, there would still
remain at Ieast-é-*hlfd of these who could never aﬁerge. Only

exceptional or boom conditions in agriculture would make it

@

D

ge.

e

3

possible for them to
The baﬁks'have; of course, consistently refused credit to

the farmer since 1929. ‘The.banks never have loaned 1afﬁe amounts

to the fermers becaﬁ ge’ of reat“icbzons the Ean& Let pla ces upon

N

methods of colle ction to be used by banks. . Goasechent‘v,'there

is comy(rit;velﬂ 1itile bank.iﬁdebtedn@ss.in Fertile Belt;v.
During the years 1929, '30, 'Z1 Fertile,ﬁéli:waé subject

to moreor less severe frought conditions, Eeing situated in

a rough and somewhgt wooded areé, Fertile Belt ¢id not'SUffer‘

®T
N

from drought &s did the purely vnreirie municipalities.’ Never-—
theless, in these three years drought conditions grew severer
each yeer. Iach year the average yield of wheat &and other fgrains

decreased. In 1929 the everage yileld of nnoou wes from ten to

ore, in ‘1930 from eight 1o ten, and in 1931
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from five to eight. The fodder crops suffered even more than
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the wheat crop, making ‘the. problem of feeding very diffieult. 1In
1932 there was a awing back toward normal as far as precipitation
wags concerned. . In 1933 noisture conditions were idéal'and re-
sulted in en excellent. crop.

As a2 result of three years of drought condltions, Fertile
. Belt was included in-the provincial relief area, Class*ﬁcf, late
in ihe summer of 1931, end remained so until the spring of 1932
rPhlc entitle é tﬁe T“ﬂ‘ i llty to assistance from the province
‘in‘the dispen ataon of direct. and indiract relief. Thé province
glso supplied feedvaﬁd seed relief to the farmers of the Munie~.-

.1Dalitv during the vinter of 19031-38 and in the spring of 1932,

The provincial gqvernment{appointed 2 relief officer who worked

5

in co-operation with the local council who were responsible for

the distfibution of seed.and feed relief.

. Texes and Tax Collections

The ¥Municipal mill rate for 1931 and several years pre-

viouszin Fertile Belt'wés six and a-half mills, in 1932 reduced
tb‘{hfée and'a—half and in 1933 to two and a-half mills. Form-
er;y aboau four mL11° bad been allottec yearlv to road work., In
l@Sl,'bowevor, abouu ter mllls was allowed as .a relief measure.

' Dﬁring.the‘dro> :%‘yearé collection of taxes became‘ek-
ifemélj difficﬁl@i 'Arfears bégaﬁ'pilingﬂup and both the mun=-
’ic1n811tv and thé:f rmers beran to find" tbemselves 1n difficulties.
In 19 2 the Prév“vcial houue pas ed The Comnulsory Tak COlluCthﬁ
Act, raking 1t pogs lble fo“ the. I unicipality to eeize;‘w th the -
same reservatigns ae ‘obtain in'any‘ofher.caseAQ;,seizgre, tne |
livestock or produce of the Rhvarin péymeni of tﬁxes. The -Act
provided for the. appointment of =a tax collectpr,'in this case
thévéecretary~Treasﬁrér. This"t;x éolléctioh éqt pfovoked con—f'
siderable opposition omong 3%, farnora genérally g ii_ﬁrvided the -

possibility of real hardeh ip be iﬂg imnosed. However, in Fertile

fets

©

Belt a tax collection campa’gn wasg ins ituted in 1932, w1thout
recorting to seizure or other drastic methods, 2 payment of at
least $25,00 per cuarter being solicited with fair results.

The Compulsory Tax Collection Act of 1932 WCU'almost
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inevitable, however, for this resson: Due to the difficulties of
the time, arrears of taxes hed piled up tremendously.  These

rree

o]
0

rs together with current taxes are held by lecal banks ag

n
(5]

scurity on Municipal loans,.. Fertile Belt, 1ik many other
municipalities, had come, in ﬁ&is year, 1932, almost to the limit
of its credit in the ‘bapk. Banks holding taxes.as security ob-~
jectf%o any road work being done in lieu of payment.of the same
in cash and so unic1 al activitiec come to a standstill untll.
loans are pald end credit restored. |

. School tai rates in Fertile Belt have averaged between
‘éix end eight mills ‘during the last years. School taxes were
equally difficult with the unic1oal taxes to collect curing the
years 1929-32. - The siiuati n: became acute in 1931-32. In spite
& many threats to oioselschools during the yeérs 1931-32, there
 wéfelno actuel cases of clesing. The burden of the situstion
fell; of coufse, on‘tﬁe school teacher whose salary was reduced
successively until salary rates were 1ower‘than they had ever
beén in_the'historj’gf the municipality. The old system of
'"boarding around”" with all its drawbacks was revived in a.lérge
_numbér of schodlbdistricts. In many ceses the salary of the
teaqher was reducéd'td as low as $10.00 to %iB.OO prer month in
~addition to her keép;»‘With th@_slight improvement in conditions.at
bfhe eﬁd.of l@SE'éalariés agéin':ose but at pres#nt avefage betweén
$300.00 and $500.00. | gy '

rGeneral"Effeétsidethe Depression |

_ One of the most striking effects of the depression to be
:noted by the observer.in Fertile Belt was the foreed reﬁurn.to
the farm and community as the.econoﬁic and éocial-uhit; Depression
in general is unique in its power to -elicit all of the genius of -
the femily and community fo gake’itself comfortable both econom-
1cé]1y and sociéliy on whatlfosoufceg are:atvhand; It may be

-

said here that the people of Fertile Lelt are to be congratuated
*‘«\’ .

on re" urcefulness, co-operatlion V“c cheerfulncss under such a

situation. The spirit of the pioneer has, by no means, been

forgotten here in cpite of the memories of the "good" years.
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bile into a rubber-tired buggy or

een aaooed "Bennett wagons®.’

Fer-

g:.

1ng large growths of white pop~

The farmers .were not 'slow to realize =

be converted into serviceable,

as accomplished byrthe construction

4

nary circular sew.  Due to the

yetem of bartér has agein become

:
le

m

and . somet imes some of the lux-
ds

return to the farm and

oL ‘only @
but as’'a social unit as well.

m days before

s

-upon even the agricultural
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- gonmmunities of the Vests One of the heartening features of the

n hae been the development of communiiy recreation and

©,
o
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anmusement in such a form ss to be avallable to even the most

The difficult Veérs of '29, '30, 'Z1 have seen a grezt
growth of effort and org ganlzation whereby young and old could
participate in.such recro@tlon as. would contribute to ﬁheir
social welfare. Mueical, literary end drametic organization sprang l
tp in all social centres te provide recreation and instruction,
Travellitg.librafiqé bégan tQ flourish, «In summ er tine amateur
sports-of various'kind; suited'to the: community purse occupy
t%e:youré'ané somet imes ﬁh% ol dér as‘wcll. Sports °Ad picnics
Rl gummor“and enuertalnmentb in winter saw unprecedented crowds

therod fo“ tbs rost part ty "Bennett Wagon",ér sleigh., Even
cfurc 1es benefited ac,far ag attendance is concérned through
this turn in eveﬁts.‘ v

Tenre‘gion PC"0001OFy

“1ile'generally, ags stated above, the psychology of the

2 i

;armer during aaé:e eion has been one of cheerfulness and co-op- -
eration, this is unféftunatelylnot true of all. There are al-
WdYu those, lis tless Qnd “eqtlous oven ‘under t )¢ best of con- .
ﬂditions,‘:ho find in'tue CTiSQS-Gi tne cepresslon opportun;ty to :

take advantage'of unlclpal and ﬂTOVlnCial "overnments ali&e. s

These, however,, arerfortunstely in the minorlty.

As & whole, the fermers pride themselves upon.their in~.
dependpnce and resourcefulness. Nevertheless, even thé most

-

resourccful and independent srow.restive under the~burden of:
'mozt tage interest and tas e s Whlch heve 0110& up aurlng the de~

pression and which assume such proportlons as to,seem.an un-

surmountable obstacle, While the government has aff orded the
fermer protection a~a1nut hniuut eviction,‘there'hes been grow+.

ing & econvictlon amongs t farmers menmqlly tnut mortvﬂte com

panies and '‘other creaitors must scale down or adjust the in-

.

debtedness owed .them. by the farner. Thisg feeling isg sl
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‘widely prevelent with regard to arrea
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therefore, have become increasingly difficult in oot these
connections.

The attitude of the farmer to the mortgage holder has
undergone a declded change. The mortgage company is no 1ongcr.
regarded ag & friend who has loaned money upon which the farmer

1

hopes to make a dividend, but rather as a parasite whoe refuses

ngle hold on:the farmer.‘ The

{\J

to cut profits and. who holds a str
farmer ﬁenorall§Aié operating at a loss.or nearly so. Consequently,‘
he feels that the mortgage company should do the same. He argﬁes
often in this fashion: The Tarmer and the credltor are joint |
invesiors in the business of agriculture in varying proportions.

The creditor waé Willing and often eagcr to.invest hié money.

The agricultural EUsiness.is undergoing bad desys. Profits havé
dropped off almost altogether, ' While the ohe ihvestor, the farmer, ..
;carrying all ﬁhé burden,. opsrates at a loss_or‘nearly go, the '
mortgaege company or other investor insists still on its foruer
high dividend oui'of 2 .losing business, This attitude bfings the

farmer to & near stand-still es far as progressive outlook is

l—-"

concerned.”  In turn, this wholé peychology unconsciously affects

éll other aspects iS'life,-ndt only economic but social. The_

(@]
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w,,

whole ques tioh of ferm 1nueotcdﬂeso at the preoent Ak ire is part -

.

aﬂd patcﬁl of '*he cenression 3syoholog In the meanti e, .the

fa armer Plel £:3: thMt he can sit ti ht nd wa it due to the'safetj

o~ e
CAPL
=

net. ction afforaed hlm oy E Drbt'Aéjustment Act.' At

. .—h'.

the qame time, this sort of bsych *cgv i undbubtedij.grist.for;
_tbe mlll of radica 1iom aw eep¢nw the Vest today. ;
Effects of Depre851on on’Sooial Sta ndards
Social.ct:ndara as everywhere in-the West, isa% a de;
cided drop following 192 Ingenuity ar G ircependc nce counter-
acted to some extent the scarcity of economic means but in iany
realms were noveriess to maintain former st 5‘d ards. - Iven with a

015

greet streining of ingenuity, & Vestern Canada bush ferm can hard-

o

ly supply 2ll the physical needg of @ growing family. Tn many

5thers heve been left
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uncared for. Iack of medical cttention to teeth, adenoids, ton-
glls, etc, 1s sufficlent to 1llustrate the poin

Vore denorelizing, however, upon the Iindividual hag been
the decline of soeial standards in other realms. Fducational

peen

facilities have treme endously ilmpaired. Schools lack proper
equipment and former facllities such as librariles cznnot be main-
teined, Attendance 'in severe weather is lmpaired due to in-

sufficient clothing for -children or poor

5 11 A

and "boarding around” has a demoraliiing
In the home educstionsl fO”UTC

Yagazine and newspaper subscriptions fal

(8

only one or two weekly or momthly

purchase of new bonks is impossible.

Communications a the sa

red in the gerage or converted to

radico goes to the attic 1or want of batt

2

Secone

the. fax

\(7

o)
b ¥ [}

mor

In

lected or even digcourag

]

ed .in the rece T

' During the years of depression, t

Fertile. Be t a decided falling off of em

smong the young peonle. In. feet, ﬂumn@T

regident.
rte

nromi in educational or vocat

these, 2 number were conten% to find dwe

settle do

ferm and wn to married life, be
sufficient for slivelihood.® In fact, th

decided increcce, of at leas

1929-32. Apparently the ycung peonle be

& vy
oW

ly o could live on & farm during

these same years also saw

rthes and hasty marris

4 o

ect

1ts general effect upon the so

of the communities, the depr

stored the ploneer soeclal a

general,

in'the city returned io the farm.

t- forty per cent

nourishment. Poor pay

effect unon the teacher,
have also suffered.
1 away until perhaps

nes are received The

el

434

e fate., The automobile

a "Bennett wagon". [The

S

erie The telephone

e and more isolated

education is neg-
or g "living".

here wés noticed in
igration to the clty

s of them for some years

Some of these had-

ione 31 pursuits of

&

Tl1n IS .on their narant 8

ing contcnted ‘with

£? o
[

e msrria"e rata saw

S b the‘years'

came aware of how cheap-

On the other

clal and religious life

large extent, re-

Common adver-
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cities drew people together andé draw them again 1o the spiritual

God, During the boom yesrs the

G3

accumulation of meterial gains tended to stratify members of the

communities into clasgsses and divisions. At the same time, the

cP

developgent of transportetion in the form of the automobile'tended
to disirke e te'communlty un itv both in ite social and feligious
forms. The depress ion hus kended ito vastarathis 1baY unity again;
The game thing m1~ht be seid of the home, Home 1ife flouriches in
the miCst'of'adVerse circurstances. Home reoreatlons and a.uae-'
menﬁs.again pfovc attractive. The home again becomes the training
thocl for na{ive Qapacities'nf.both culturel and vocatlonal
naturesg.

Methodsg of relief in Fertile Belt 1921-32

L)

I'V‘)
(A

by

o

Aress .in Saskatchewen recuiring relief are classifie

the Provincial Government into three divisions, conveniently termed

‘

5 b il eré "Cf; l?his clagsification is made according to the
‘iﬁf?héify{of‘thé;need, At areas being the most needy and "C"
' areas tﬁe_leéat.;_lh iﬁe'ﬁﬁﬁ divicsion are included such areas:

. as ﬁave sufférﬂd 6fouﬁh£1conditibns for a number of years and
 .Where complete direct relief 1is needed: for ran and bea t. Tbié
religf 1s fiﬁénced throu¢h the redoral.and rovincia‘ GOvefnmentq
'<jointl§, the ?@dér l Wéncrally pay‘n” t"o-b ds oflﬁke cost and

o

th@ﬂprdvincial Oﬁefthlrd;-lHrEGV‘i,ﬂian 3.1n such aresas are* 5
gensrally not required’£o pr6mise rcpaymeﬁt.of such‘advancesag

In the "C"‘diviéion’gre’included_such areas‘és‘are lec% ¢ffected
by dfough{‘or ofhéf édverse'naturQW conditions, but “her the .
mﬁnicipal government iﬁirat‘capablenof-coplng with the gituation,
"Iﬁ such areasAréliefjéfforts'are fipsnced jointl& by the prov-'
incial and muﬁicib%l-govéfnments, the financis el burden being
adﬁustedvaccordiﬂg 10 the,rolatiﬁb financlal ‘strerg th o; the

' munigibality.: In. such éreas, re;ief reciﬁieﬁts ére rcquirod

to sign 1%¢n ﬁotes bn cféps due'withiﬁntwo yeafs with interest_x

-

t six per cent. Generally, however, eiforta BB e de to collect

]

these notes if possible, after the first crop.' This hdlds true
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for relief of all kinds extended, foecd, clothing, feed or geed.
In the "A" division, relief areas, collections 2re made for seed
and feed relief when CbﬂditiOﬂS pérmit.

Feiief to rursal sreas in Saskatchewan is administered in
one of two ways, %o be decided on generally by the local council,.
Relief may be acministered by the Seskatchewan Relief Commission

operating direct
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representatives or through

. the local council, as in the case of Fertile Belt, Of threse

two nethods, ths latter 1s generally favored by public opinioﬂ

for tﬁeAreasoh.of economy and sympathetlc adminisgtration. 1 1s:

perhaps difficult to;judge as to which.is the superior method.

'Certainly the former is mbrr nrectical and more indiffcréni fo'

the "humen équaiion“ and perhaps, in the leng run, more econ- |

omical to all concerned. . :
This much cen certsinlf be'said, that iniheir attitude to 

reiief efiorts generally, many potential recipients of the same

2

‘have far {from the proper attitude. 1In spite of the fact that

 thé<recinie5t'o; relief zust sign lien notes for the same, many
-seen t0 regard ”ellef as‘é whol esale distribution of gifits out.
.of.which they strive like‘chi ldren to get more than their share;;]
jPerhaps this'gttitudebis a‘by~produét 6f a_depression vsycholeg
-pTEVIOusly referreu to where the individual, alreadv burdened by .
indeotcaness of mprtg geg and texes, goes th 11m1t b01¢eving
that nothing cag_fémbve him;from'his-l and, Still_othefs'lose"

a -~

thelr prilde in Iinancial independence and assume that sooner or

. -later they rust lose 11 their holdi ngs &nd, therefore,»are un~, e

éfraid of increased indebt ness. Meny f;fmers who are renters -
whose stendards of living have sunk to the malntenance lewel in
the lagt years, r@ﬁson after the fashibn that ihcrééééd indebtd:
edness connot, in aﬁy eVenf,'rob them of sufficient of the re~
iurns of the farm uponvwhich_té live. Not" afew are entiéipating
a" change in the system" which shall'miraculoﬁsiy cause all .

indebtedness to disappeer or, at the ‘least, to be so scaled

down as no longer to be an obstacle to financigl success. Verily
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e philosophies.
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An impertlal judgment with regard to the relff slituation

miﬁiéterﬁd then was necessary. ibiles refers particulsrly to
clothing, direct end feed relief. Pernaps part of ‘the fault of
this erises through the iethod of administration as well, that is,
tbrough~the’local'council;- This is not intended ss a reflection
on the ind viduals but, only on a method which does not permit &
totally indifferent survey of the needs of a qommunity.

Direct Relief ’ '

Direct clothing relief wés not handled directiy through
the Sasketchewan Relief Commission, but through the Red Cross
Societﬁ; This‘felicf meagure was, 6f cour se, financéd by the
Saskatchewaﬁ deérnment."Tﬁe local administration of this re-

i3

lief Was in the hands of the council end -applications. for

clothing were received by the Sfecretary- Treasurer end passed by

(€

the council, Twouyeur notos bearing interest at six per cent,
were given in paymen,,A The clothing supplied was of a very
superior auality and, the prices coOmp# ratively moderates.:. This

' fact, aioﬂc, may prruly account for tho large demand.

e cost of

*

From Aurust olﬂlvVl { tﬁo spring of 1832, t
clothing relief supplicd 10 Fertile Belt, according to the
ASaskatchewan Relief Commiésion, amounted to $7,519.56.. This
. amounﬁ seems abnorm&lly large in ﬁiew bf.tﬁéyamall.population

of Fert 1e Beit and gene eral con liions§ ‘The maidrit&Adf.th*
relief was dispensed to thevﬁungarian fa &vers of tke munic D 1ity.'

Monies spent by the'Séshatcﬁéwaﬁ Relief Commission 1n‘
Fertile Bell Tor direct reilelr-in . 1951-52 amountedlto'ﬁ5,421.75.

a

Very little clothing relief was supplied to.resddents in Fertile

Belt by outcside char¢ta01e Orcu“lZ”thﬂS. The only record I

3
£

Tk 3!

-

by the Baptists of On-

-

have is of 100 1bs. of clothing
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ther type of relief, This was,

: 2 SQuven
at ‘the seme time, no evidence worth recording ofqovganizations

within the municipality.
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Direet relief, rvostly:. orders on local stores for d supplies,

was also administered through the local council, Direct relief

s . o s RS T 7 oo oo o 1)
of this nature was cut off early in 1932, after whicl only ceses

s

of direst neceseity received any consideration by the mun1c;o«1

-
5

air crop in the fall of 1932 saw the end of all

£
[}
&

governuent. A
-direct re-Lef of.this nature.

Indirect Relief ‘Through Public Vorks

Incirect relief  through roed building programe Waé in-
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ted in he late summer of 1831 and con-

il t
tinued until f*ﬁﬁ"c ~up. A $2600.00 grent was received from the
Provincial GOVanment for this purpose 2nd was divided axongst

the-gdivisions of th ty eceording to their need.
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Payments were. not made in cash but in the form of orders upon
local glores. An gttempt 'was made to.restrict the variety and
nature of goods to be purcha e with these order This asttenpt,

however, was hardly successful., It was difficult for local

.
< 4
0

merchahts, alrea in ﬂightehéd circumstances, to turn away
{radé, while = less scrupulous competitor was willing to sub-
' stitute exempted goods suéh as tobacco, etc., for those on the
approvod iist.’

| . There .were, undbﬁbtedly,{mény unjust angles to this pro-

£

gram of dndirect reliefl, rqu needy farmers were prohibited Poro e

-participaté¥in”tbip'relief because of ihability‘to leave farm
-operotlons or lacgk of Dzoper equlnment in: the form of.borses
@Ggep e ©. . ; SGhE P
oy otherstas., c«rﬂorﬂ Wltn 2 nunber of‘rrown—um gons and. plenty
of eQuipment often took‘advanfage of bc»qltuatlon 1n spite of
regulatiors 1ro 1ibiting such abuses.
Rozd work in payrént of taxes has already beehlreferred 7
About, four millg anhually had been allo;ted to road work iormer*v
in Fertile Belt.  In 1931 farmers indebted for arrears of taxes
were permi.ted to work off an amount eouul to.ten mills,  This
bold measure for the reduction of arresrs of taxes so reduced
the security in current and arrears of taxes demanded by the bank

(Branch of the Royal Bank of Canada) before granti ng credit that
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the bank refused to allow the ;u:ic pallity any rosdwork asg pay-
'hie move on the pert of the bank wes
resented deeply by both the locel council and the gewernl publle s

In September of 1931 the Provinclal Government, through

Lhe Department of Highways, built 2 portion of Highway No. 9
the Depart b7 Y&, I g K

in Fertile Belt as. a relief project. The. contract for this
plece of highwey running couth from the Village of Stockholm

end across the Qu'Appelle Valley was let to private contractors.

[

These contrasctors were bound to  hire only farmers resident in

the ‘munielpality, outside of foremen. The greater -part of the

work was done by horses although some tractors owned by fermers

D

Gtetlistics are not avallable as to the total amounts of

monies dlspensed to the furmcv in this project. Payment waes

ia cash. Farwers wsre paid s

A

1xiy cents per hour per men and
o - s = ) M 2
four-~-horse team, - The contresctors provided for the accoﬁmuation
1 o
and feeding of men and horses at a rate which cut the wage

approximately forty per ceni, - The individual, however, had the

)

22
3

Phs S ) ;
ivilege of feeding and accomodating himseli and his horses
if he oo desired, but generally found that this interfered with
hic effieclency and that of his horses. Work on this project

2

continued well over two monthe and provided work for well over

& hundred men (uring this time, Working conditions, however,

as8.in all: cons ctxﬁn,4were severe for both msn and beast.
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ﬁry of the farm horses.in th
‘.QOndition to be‘used‘in this work. Meny farmers weré releaged
after a few days of labor on the highway because their horses,
were not it for ithe Work;i In this way, p<ﬁy cedy farmers
were denied the Qplortunity-cf'taking adv;htage uf th@ relief
offered. The numbef bf single men, théﬁjis‘ﬁen witﬁout horees,
needed 1. the work was strictly limited. Etill other farmers.
were unsble to svail themselves of this offsr of relief be-
cause of inability to leave their homes or farming operatlons,
Attempts were made at the commencement of this relief work to

control ‘employment so that thoge actuzlly in need of relief

A



would have first opportunity, ' This wae carried on under the

irection of the Reeve,., . lowever, as time went on and the work

B

(e o)

procressed, nunbers of fermers were eliminated because of the

A
e

conéition of their horses or the severity of the work, . The |
euthority of the Reeve in dirécting employment was, for the
large part, assumed. 'Contractorss of course, favored the man
with efficient horses and'ecuipmeﬂt. Finally it wasg the farmer

with good stock and equipment and often least needy who ben-

efited most.

The Seckatchewan Relief Commission supplied to Fertile Belt
in the. fall, winter. and spring.of 1931-32 feed and fodder to the
amount, of $34,164,54. Frelcht on the same was $6,625.01,

Requicitions for feed znd fodder were rcceived and passed by the

o

locel council, Payment wes by lien note on crop, at six per

A

cent, , maturing in two years. A local representative of the

Relief Commicssion was in charge of édistribution of feed and

fodder, whi@h was handléd through the local elevators.

The di:tributidn'of feed and fodder was s]ow'and irregular.
For oxemple,-one hundred to one hundred and twenty-five teams
would spveer in the'#iilage éf Stockholm to divide a cerload
Haps twoAtﬁouzajé bﬁsﬁels'of feed gfain‘ It was not until laté
in :the s?ring thét'feed-andfbdder:arrived in such quentities .
as to meet'the'demaﬁds.- This might, however, be part ‘of tne
pélicy of the Commission in crder'té,curb the‘demand ab i e
possibie. i

The price of feed grain was from five'té teﬁ‘dénts above
market price. The'quéntiﬁy.generallf was mediocre aﬁd; in mmny_:
cases, poor} i %. e o) ': i -

'Geed Rellef |

The administration of seed relief;was‘similar'to that df
feed relief and theAsaﬁe‘hol&s for terms of repayment. The price
was five 10 ten cents above merket price. Some seed wheat was

aveilable within the municipality and those in need of seed re-—
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lief were given the privilege to negotizte for the game with local
farmers who vere péid by the Commission.,  Otherwise, the seed re-
lief wes eviremely late. Many fermers, in faect the majority
walting for seed relief to be shipped in, were forced to cultivate
theilr fields 2 second time before seeding operations. ‘Some of
the relief feed oaié and barley were cleened and seeded by im~
_patient farriers waiting for the_eeed grain. Reliefl wheat seed

5

wasg.of good gquality but, unfortunately, th

@

same canrot be gsaid’
for all of the seed oats. Large amownte of this were decidedly

inferior in3quaLity.

T
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