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Locat:on, Toryo;."ap'l::.cal ""nd A.c;ricultural Features 

The R. 1.:. of F Bc:.·v ir:.clud.es that part of 

gather wit: all of Townsh-~- :~- _g 20 9 2: in aang~s 1, 2 and 3, 

."";~West of the 2nd re~~dian. -•-v -- _r~ ~un:cipa i y l~es orth of 

fifteen rni:es r..o:~.:. .. v.:.~ th ..... o:..::. "t.. o ·.:: o:: '.~hit\:wood which figurv 

largely in th0 t;Z:.. ly h!.story o:' th_ rnu~'l::ci:.---ity as the jumping-

off place of c~~tle~s. 

Belt. as a place of gr !Dt 

western map:!.t;;, b ... :.. c~1 2G1d t..'.· ... n sc_l._b o"':~ e:.re. p!'eeen: thereo The 

land north c:: v~-- ·:-ll y :..s broke:.-: by :ong d.~;;ep .1. -:• .r:nes unn!rJg 

out fo:.." ..:ev · ·- _,_ -'-·s :'ro:w the va::._~y.. :"urther no:r-t:-;. <-he land 

is le z rot..~_ ·~:...:. ,;,till bro~·wn at ""v:..meo by ~inc;;o '.7u.'G r-c:Hl:>ses. 

of th '""": oyp blu:'fs o.: ··"'v,lv C0U•• '(. ' 7 

m 
L.~ ::.Ol.• f the va. .... lcy i.:. a _·_ch loa:n but nor._h o:.: 

t~e ~l-ay ~~~ soil is of an av~~-g quality only, be!ng mostly 

Stone~ are present - th"' soil but not _n gTe~t-·· 
 
·•.. -.. semi-wooded :n~ t · o~ the country has nee 

.. v~-v C-waring of tr. sa~ bc~o~e cultivation 

This cond::..., •• c s L.d co tr.e e&tabl.:sr....... 
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,,. ..-.;.•. ~ 
inter~:: tc..: ___ .., _..:; o::L --- --- -.>. 

stor~r of 

to the first set c _c.z-s o In th-.: 0-'"'csd"' be tuecn _£80 and le90 
 

tr.e west i..'&G st::::..l very sparse: ...;,- ..;et'!',:ec." There was, further, 
 

ssn:o time~ the :::d.::uns of the .:e "'·:, \:..)ro son1 .what ...:..: .:::ti ve before 

and folloui~g thv re~0llio. c~ :8S5o Cor.sequently, tho settlers 

felt the n~ces;:,i ty of the cc...:~-:>.::..:..--•..:.,..,nsb:..p of people of the ·c..roe 

nat.ionali t.y c..nd -::.t.e same !'0l~g!v~'..3 po:.... s'..las::on o Like much of 

the early settlement of t:10 ~:-.;:;t ~ the :.ottlement of Fer-til 

Belt ~as arrang~d througn the ~~~~ral govcrn~ent and the 

Canadian Pacif'ic Railway and uas .::;enerelly lli'lder :r":;liglous 

· auspiceso 

The pr,~ie~ ho ~~so~ pionee~ing in his portion of 

the Uest do not ho~ever, go to the early land see{er o Again 

it is tho :ir"tropid mis sior..a!'y \:ho wc..2. :'irst o As so often in 

the West, -..:.~L in:J:.ucnce of th ..... ~::..ssionary over the Indian m ant 

tte securi~y ~nd we .fare of 

. -:" l:"lissionary ir.. "G::::.~ :':.nstance was t:-:t~;; Rev. Hugh 

Guc:ph, O__ v -~ ~v -~1 J'ebruar·y of :.ha Y---~r 1884 ..to mini:~ter to 

the =~ ·_a:. ..:- o:: t ....... 7/e::rL On t' '" fir~t of June, the missionary 
 

left _.JV~·'-',, l'.:~::--:L.. cba by tea:o ::·ollo;.ing thv old Hudson Bay 
 

tra:: 1.. 0~- Ju:L... ~: __ ::-h :1a pitched his tent on what was lc,ter· to 
 

b vh., si ~ o~· ·v::.~ :-.o-;;:1d Lake Ind::..m:. School. Her& c. house and 
 

In the ear_y w!~t r sev0nteen childr ·n 

~ui t.s.ted., The child.~· ·.·2re ha.3ti-Y _·~.;,~uOV d from 
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--~ of enx~c~y and fea · follcwe~. 

?he n , ~ by t · .":"". s o 

There were a~ th~~ ~- v ~~P- ~- ... ly ~ J.:,hou.""'&nd Cr c Indians 

tbe cause of pvaCv, 'rmrn:!.n~ th~ :.:.~dians v.t th~ S"m tim that 

in the event of an uprising on ~~ ir pert that the "Red Coats" 
 
-


and soldiers would &rr ve from t~e East as numerous as the "leaves 

on the tr .es". 

Du_... ing ':..he sm:uner, the t ...."ot:.bJe nubsicL... d., Som' of the 

I~d~ans returned to th missio:-:. c.~.d he.z..p d to bu: d log 

school hous s .....~:,.._..:;n by ei.;~'..,ee:.'l • · t:-:. thc.tched roof and stov 

7In . CV .llibc~· Jac b ],;.c::." r·etur~'!ed and assisted in th 

·worko He -;as fa::thful and t:.."'l.-_.::;<::;:ort:ly 9 oeing inte ested from 

an ea "ly ag in missions o ·.::""::. <:: ':Joy} h.., had attended an 

An ...,.licr;.n Chu.:"ch r.1 ... ss ion schv0~ ~10:.."'th of ·.;t:ere the city o 

Winnipeg n u :a. ~~at wint ~ '~o;~e~s at the scho l was en­

couragingo _l:. v:er2 anxiou:: to :...~arn, t.he rn:d:lan childr n 

seeking to m~ste~ the English an~ th~ ~isslonary the Cr e 

language. 

In 1887 the ?oreign ~l~c~on Council of the Pr0sbyterian 

Church gav"' a g_.. s.nt of ,,uOOO .. OO ~·-·~Ch vas used to erect a ouild ng 

twenty-fa~~ by !ifty-:aur with :, ~l st na basement and a wing 

twenty-fou~ by thirty, two sto~:cs h-~h. This work was interrupted 

by sic::.-:es J among th worltmen, t'.w o:~ v.'hom died of typhoid fever. 

The 1'ollow..:.:1g winter the school opened .11th a :1 attendance of 

si~~Y _ndi.~ children. 

: .. .L the follo;;lng yer;.r, :_,:.J8u J c. school hollse 24 x -12 

oa ston0 fow"l.dation with full basement tas erec':,e • 1Ls .... l'iary 

~he f!~~ ~aid teache~ but be~n2 .~lle · to n higher positio. , 

re::r:a_ned oL· _~ one yea.ro This sch,.Jol r_ouse 1as surmounted b r a 

l ;:;0 ...""C3 Informat.:c,. - I)r. ~-~c ......y'- O·.:n Sto. y 



-
 ,of Stra.t!'o:ca, G-'"'-·- ~.Oo .... ~no ""- 1 E n-~~t SChool building latev 

times a day ~~d can be tva~d :c_ 1~~ kp ~nd down the picvaresque 

old 

L1 January .:900 C.1~ f =~--L:.tahe.w and h::'1 ch:.ef men made 

request of th ~issionary fo~ a churc~ on the reserve. This re­

quest was granted and the chief ~n· his men assisted in its erection, 

hauling sto1e, logsp l~m and ssndo Th church, which still 

funct!ons, is located ten miles dLc no:th of Broadview. Th~ 

d dicatory se vices w"'re conduc~.sd by Professor Hart of Manitoba 

College, July first l900o 

In 1922 Rev. R. J. Roaa succ~ ded Dr. McKay a principal 

of the schoo.~.. The sarr,e year a disastrous eye on damaged the 

school :property to such an ext .... nt ~hat government assistance was 

requiredo As a result, the gove~nEent ,urchased the school and 

property and assumed superv~sion o: the entire enterprise. 

In Dacember o: 1923 D." .. ::...nd M:"s. 1-EcKay (formerly Miss 
\

Silvie Sahlma~k of Stockhorn, Sask.) r ~ired to Winn peg. Dr. 

~cKay died !:n tha.t city Septembe ..... 20th 1928 9 but his memory is 

sti 1 very fres in the minds o: c~ y, both Indians and settl rs, 

who live in the Qu' PP~lle regior-. 

Fo-.:;,.Dcing of Kaposvar Eungarian Colony 

P.::.cng the firs·c., settlers to b_ ve the prevatio~1s of this. 

particu:ar ·:."' :."t o:i: tho Vl st were t _ Hungarians. The sto~y of their 

se·~ t _emJnt __ "" o.1 of t h most r·omant c and interesting chapters of 

earl~ w~3te~n historyc 

T:·Jere are purported to be 15,000 Eungarian farmers in 

Sas:~a tchewa._, li vine;. f·or t~3 most part :n so~·called colonies. h 

o~cv~t of tbese is thw Ka)osvar colony located in the sou~h-eastern 

po .. _on of _..,., rtile Belt :.:u.nicipal::.J·. .:-c was fou."1de by CouP.t Paul 

E~~~rh~zy. It is said he was a sc~on of th famous and nob_e 

c>..n:~y of ::,.,terh zy, one o: the ri ·l1e..,,;, and old... st :C""'.milies in 

a youth o: eig'tecn, .. :ou;:;ht in th 

. o .... ..,tl .....-: e!u_·_ ..g the revolution ir< ~ _s fter the ~--. press:on o 

http:conduc~.sd
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tbe cvoluti..J ~ h" uas compell...,u t-c go ~ ..to e:;~ ~c IL th ronny other 

pstr:!.o s. ..... i G-t·a te to ...::ng:. n 1er2 be joinvd th British 

a,..my as <- It is pro·-O-v tha~ du~ing h:a stay in 

London ..,hat · ~.;;; b'"'cBm: · nt Po stc..--; -•· th co:.on-zat !on - f ~or a of 

th Dor.dnio:_ and of. e ed :11 s_ serv -'-' s to t be gove:-nment o 

Count Esterr>azy made his :::'ir·st .... ppearanc in Amer ca. in 

1880 a Castle Garden, New Yor~, :n the capacity of agent fo· tho 

Canadian Governm~nt ~n· the Canad:a. Pac~fic Ra~lwayo 

In Ca tle Garde. he WaS ~ke a protector and _ather to 

the Eung~riana who were engaged as indu~tr~al laborerso tore than 

seventy per cent of the immigrants .'lad boon agriculturalists in 

the Old Land and for this reason 9 found their occ-upat ons uncongen­

ia • Count Estcrhazy beg~n to visualize the establishment of 

agricultural colonieso Ass_r:!bo::.a, Canada, through which th 

C.P R. m~~n __nd had been recent_y bui_t, presented tsel as a 

su table plac.:; ~ E re, nor-th of the ra:.. .._'.-:ay were \housands of acres 

of homet:>tead land whera thousands o'.:.' famil!es cou d settle. 

W~th ~his in-mind, h present-~ .imself in May of 1885 

befo e t,hc Ila.:·qu_s of Lr:mdsdo';'lTie, then Governor General. H s pla s 

me- with ap-:;:."'o :ral and a coz.cern of ::'1!:<:-:.:.c_e:"'s,. w th the leadership 

of Lord :r~:our..t Steph"n, was formed to c.... ry·y out the details of the 

proj0ct. 

It ,: .... s ucid · d that the s~tt l..;;PS should njoy 11 _,_ .... nds 

... .of facilltL..3 un-til they could stand o:~ their own f v ' n partie­

ular, they s.,ou::..d get frame houses ui th equipment and stock for 

their ~.rork. •__ ::.._ t:Ls ·was intonded as a loan to be paid off in 

ten y --al"S w':.. t: ~est at the rata of six per cento According to 

the permis s::.<J.-1 o·o ..,a... ned by CoJ.nt Es .:.erha-zy, the area d. s"' i:'led 

19a, 19 .;.end .:::0 ___ ranges 1, 2, 3 an ·- .,est of t!:~ 2n · merid~an, an 

area of 125 ~00 ~ores. It later d0ve:0ped that other grou?s occupied 

parts of th~ areas designated au ..un.::;s:. -an -:cr::l!gr·atlon did not 
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h._" -~~s~d Count Esterhazy s nt 

a ~~roup C- :'ou· .. o _ ...... "_ l - L _ . ~ ... .:on. This group arrived 

1...1 ~~1it,nc'-'...: _ t.i ........... 
 

..Jd ...,.:. -. fiftjr _ndi' idu ... l , from 

th Stat"' s. _h_ ..... :.~L~.:: contingent .: p::-o.:.pccti ve s t tlers s.rrived in 

Tihi t v:ood in JuJ.- of 108~, conduct.-va by Cour1t ::ster·hazy and Lord 

l!om1t Stephen a:J.u accorr, anied by ... ..:>"Vtrnme:.-:tt surveyor. 

At the stat ion they vi-..?'·: )rovided with tents e.nd p rovisions 

and fer & on? t~ip by ox-cart, a ·~ived ut the.r d stination some 

ti~cnty-fiv miles no th of Whi t;::\'ICC .. , Building matc:ri<Ls were hauled 

build hoii!es for tl:.e settler.Jo Tho hous ..... :. w re e,ll u:1 form, me asur ing 

20 X 30 9 With the ~jvent o:. f~ll wh-~ Wvr~ ready fo occup t :ono The 

settleAs had no r~ason for co~pla~~tQ Thvy cam with practically no 

· ~ • t· - • ~ rs aA l~as~ o~ a qu rter s ct ionresources an~.: u--:·e now po .:.ts:n .::.....-..:.. o.r .. '"' " '"' w ­

of land and a. •.:..1bztant ie.l frame hous8. 

prov"sions of f':!..c·:~:·, lard, bacon, sugar, coffee and teo. in monthly 

rat ions e:.tencl __ n~ over a pc:l·::od o · _ Yt- .....· o.nd a half. To :taci l i tat 

the breaking o:Z lo.nd ::o::." c, ltiva·~.:.c~., t:"1~.-y obta:12ed t: :·e • h ad of 

giv en 

- r~ .~. 
0 ;,.:'-- v of tho in~tial aasi~tsnce rendered themg ost of 

this "'rou) d:.,_:_ 10' :m lH; good sc.:tth:~·.J. Thv relati ~e prosperity en ­

joy a by th~:,.;~:. C::.d not compel th colcnLH•U to rnalce a.ny :;.• {iUOilS;.j 

ffc • ..,~ to st---- t pioneer worlq en "t.h~ c ontra!"y, th y d vot d thei.."' tim 

to hun., i:'!g ar~d. sports. Afte~ t:.~ "!: _rst . ong and s ver · ti': n~er- sc~ of 

th"::-.1 mad...J up t:-.v.:.r tr.lnda to leav~;; fer a milder clin:.at~ .. ThiE feelir:g 

W£:.3 _ntenoif::(..;- with the c oming of the s"'ccnd wintvz:- .. The e.\:odus of 

t:.,'"' olcnist;., contin .ed then that w ~ter unti: by spr ng only approx­

• :r: at__. ly 0.10-t.:ird of the original g:•oup • main 1 and ven thc.3 w • e 

pr .p r d to ~~-t. 

~o~tunat_ly for the succ ss of this colonization project, 

c.... unt :~··, :;."h J · eturnvd in 1888 w!t'1 '"' fz· .::;h group of s .... tt:!.e~s 

http:clin:.at
http:settler.Jo


.1d revived :c) v o~ LhO..., --''-"' dy re &nd thug saved th 
 

colon" from'-'-~~ :l: ·.:, o ..• 
 

- :, __ o :.:ollo, i:1c; yc~.l" r :....209, b"t... i']. further rec:-ui tc from 
 

:!..::.ted s·.... at~_. ~o_r' .C: -::.· ..... colony, A;.::on..; tt,eso v-·oro · 
 

also 

n~ ........ u._).._,co ce4b~l.nr ..... v u. v u n ~ J~oy c" ..... ­


~ P. R. oven the provision~ of ~co( ~or t~e first vintcr being de­


nied ",,hem by the man :.eft in c:·u.:Y'u2 of th.:; colony. Consoqucr..tly, 
 

they faced rea l;ardships. So.:.e so·J.gt:..'c. :--~elter i1.1 the hcu ses of 
 

the earlier settlers, some in ttc ~ousss abandoned by those who had 
 

·left the colony, still ot".c:.."s bu_::!..·;:. ho:.:1es of log and sod. 

As tl:e:;>e '\'Jere ._o·G:;:>csou:::--ces <:!.t ·.and to ste.rt farming, the 

neucomers were forced to fi~d ~o~:o ~his was not the easiest metter 

either cs the only worl;;: in S..... s:..::·~c~e\':a~1 v;s.s rc.ilroad construction, 

~t some con2:Gcrable distance fro~ their homes" Others sought work 

in ranitoba or even acroE:s the boL::r:.dary. Fathe::: IJoodcutter records 

of this pez-·ioc: 11 t'hen I '"'rri ved hc:.ne t:.e fi-P-Sj:. time, ( 891) everythinr. 

was liku in a pri~itiv state •••.•.•• ~the people bad to struggle hard 

till they co1.:lc stand.on their o~~ ;.,_no·~her r liable su vivor 

--~ hs~ &lready baen s· atod, ~: 9~c ~as a sm"ll influx of 

set ~ ;:.c:io fo::· ::.: ..... :;··c.:1Garian..,, o:: s·,:, c.nd north of the ori sL1al Fun-

s.::tc~ ~.n old Eune;ar i r.:.n tov:n. 

'I.'t: :::sGory of the3e poo~JL.. s is so similar ·...,o the history 

of the t:ilngr_·_~T'! e;rou~).t[w.t it :::ca:.:·cc2..y :;:-cquircs a so:p&l"r,tc trcot­

~ant. m: e b_:~ of the Bohcmi-~-Slov3~:c group did not arrive, hon-

ever, unt:l :::-~ the J:)erioa 190J-l905.. These arrived dlrcct~y fro;:n 

Aust~i& and -olond. These peoples ~ere energetic and met ~:th quit 

and rel~cioL. centre was wi~h t~e :une~rians at Keposvar bLt ~ith 

t~~ co-ing o_ the C. P. :. branch l:n~ (~irkella-Saslatoon) they 

http:stand.on
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v ...... u 	 .. o~· ...~c ,; ..... cc ~-· ...m Sec 1cin ...L .. n Colony 

... ir.tc,rert:!..n.:; c )L0~ :n the history of Bertilc 

stockhol:u 	 op c:: ..... ~.:C:..y o..: S\:edi.sh extraction. 

J. 	 :. n by Yl<- .o' c::r:i gra t d from s·.7cden 

federalto C:::nad8 

co:1.u::.. "'': .:.c::cd to see~{ la:1d in f.'"ester~'1 Canada 

for colon"zin~ by Swedis peoplc8. In 1885, accompanied by a Kr. 

:i. P. ·Peter.:.on, he vis:;..t d t·~a.t area of _and which lies north of 

.o "'"d 	 L-:~r.n ;.,..• +h. Qu'Apnolla V"11'"''"" T~is he regarded as suitabl<.t.U --•'-"-' ..<.. '-'• • .J: C C.--'-•.j 8 

fo.e settlon:ent. .s a 	 result, he r~turned to Sweden early in 1886 
, 

and acted as a feder.s.l i::::1:'.:.,::;:--::::t::..o:r. a&;znt thGre seeking t o draw 

settlero to this ar a. 

o·1le!1 r0turned v.ri th a SLall p::.rty in June of the su:r:.e 

year. They ~ere held up in t~e Qu Ap~olle Valley for a week by 

· b ~ .c··n-11y a·""·~,~ do·~,... ·:_'1-.e locat"on of +>:e pro-t or~enti u~ , ralTIS, U~ 	~~ U - l .. ~ v '" -H - vu _ 

posed sett e~erit an July l~t. Thia d~te ~as since been c e l eb ·a t ed 

as the bir'ncay of the Scandinavian colony~ 

During the following two yo rs ~umbe~s of Scandi navian 

families joined the nucleus and ~he colony ~row steadily~ fihlen 

visited the col ny a~ain the p~:~~ of 1888 which visit turned out to 

be of some :=portance to t~c you~; co~ony. At this time, Alex . 

Stenber.:; was c.--,:;oiEted F~deral lc..n6-scekor to circe· the flow of 

incoming iilli-:-.i.s:'"'~n·~::;. Gr·ec:.t. ?'"usb r .... of tha cc:.:.."ly land seekGrs found 

hosJit~lity ~~~is home Thile ~rs. St~nberg served ao nurse before 

the advent o::: ·ui"'G.ined rr.edico.l pr·actitior:ers~ D".lring these early 

ye~~u st~ probably ushered into tt~ wo~ld as many or ~or new 

Cc..n&d:.ans as tr.e Hverago doctor rt'd oui·::.e as successfully, both among 

Scnn'inavian~ ~nd o~hersA Eoweve~, it is unfair to single out any 
)r!..i 

i:1divic·..:;.s. l c. :Jes of-:~·.:.......~~ hos .. itc.::.ity r.elpfulness as thiB e·=.tit1..'..d 
 
t..­

~. 	 of" ·~""
.!(.O..~..C ,, pioneer CO!:l....'--<ni -~ i e s. 

r. ~cturn to this eventf~l year: ~t.e colony also receiv d 

"" Fost O.lfic ~ :-:.a:::lod Ohlc:1 in honor of ..... t"' founder this sa..,e :r·ear. 

Du.:··_:1z i.~.e -v__,lt, of OhJ.en, c sc 1001 c __ urict w2s also organiz -d a~C:. 

::.:"2 1889 ".:.:'le : _rst .... c: ool:1ouse v:as r ~cc d of logs and :naiJed the r~e'i7 

http:Peter.:.on
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St c. hol sc,-:. 

rr'"
l. ~-~n Sw~~ ~~ re~Jiv d no assistance ~hatever, 

~nd ~J3 -~: it , s nec~ssary for the men 

--_,it~ - -· to ')' •ch'"'S 7'€' .r •. qu_~~'"?c"".:~ and suppli .. s r-~' t hel·.,., mo.. Y ~. ~ .~· '· ·-- '-'·· ~ "·~ -· ...... '""' d v y..u_ -... - ·-· .­

fa~mu. Eow v ~~ o~c~ wOrec~hat stabl~~hed, they made speedy pr ogr ~ ss 

t~:7u ··d :!.ndepe::"-::..::-:ce ~nd comparativ .... prosperity ., 

Th~ Co~in~ of the R&il~o~d 

One of the great hcndi c<:1ps of t.ho ar l y set tl "'rs in Fer t ile 

Belt was thL leek of railway facilitleo~ Prior t o 19 02, i t was 

ntJcessary for the ~ ,ttle;rs to · ..v.•.Je -vhe:r p. oducts some 25 miles acro s s 

th3 ~u 1 Appvllc Valley sout: to the old town of Whitewood on the main 

1•_ 0 f •• c c• P• This entaile~ consid~rab le hardshi p s the t ri __n v t~ F D n 

necessitated an absence of two or ~tree days f r om the far m with oxen Q 

Th lon~ cherished hope of tc' se~lers wa s r e aliz e d . in 

1902 wl t~ the bui ldi:ng o:' the K:...rl:e ll -Sasl:atoon branch of the C. P. R. 

This l ine pacse~ 11ith:n th~cd mil3s north of Kaposvar , the old ce tre 

of the Hunga~ian colony, and some ~i ght miles noLt h of Ohl n~ the 

centr~ of th~ Scan'inav~~n colonyG At poi~ts oppo sit th ol d colony 

centrcn new tv\'I!'l3 spran.:; -~...~~: E..,ter-ha.t..y and Stockho l m.. Some t ime l a t er 

(190 -) G.. and '.:':.:'"'unk Pac:.fic built ..... .... ·o::..- par""llol to the c. P~ R.. 

On line t 170 ~dc~tion~l vill ges 

~-~h th~ advent o: the ~-il oad , the pioneer period o f 

The lif-..; of ·.:.::"' o J. d colonies t ... C.)asid.... rably ntimulated. New s ttl er s 

of 11 natio~-1:...~1 ·s besan to flock ine ~any were added to t he o l d 

Scandin::1via:-: Jlony ~'!""d a l.:..rgcr H'..:.:lg&rL.n group s ttled im·"'led i a t a l y 

north of Sto~:~oLm and became a st~ong un.t ~ Stil furthdr north bou t 

the Go T. P :.. ·:.Jv largJ numbers of 3rit~sh and Canadian SvttLra 

join"'d some of the arly settlers ....nd r ne;hl:..irs. · From this time for­

\ard the mu.._cipality bega. to assu:ne ......Jo_•t_; h terogenoous aspect 

~s far as po;~lation ~as conc .... ~n • 



-r 
~ u -

Thv 

du~ to the :~?roved natura ~~ c -Eunic-tion and th absence of is ­

lv.ticn in [;.v,"l.C;:'al. T!; .... prime co:'"'ct '!:OVi' was the securing of 1 TJ.d 



,., 'Dof +. 1 '-' • .!. • !1 •. 

In J'~J.ly 1902 t te ar,~r: 

of occupied land 40,000 &crcs; _broken ~nd f~nccd l~~d 14,000 acres; 

.he I'Ul.',ber of h::r:L;)St c.d3 200, with.<::. populat on of 960 .. Buil~ings 

r-3CC'rded ar-c: on-:: Catholic chF...~ch with r~ctcry, tvo :pout of ices 

(Ester·,,;::zy e:md 1\:apos't'::l· ) ~ f'c-,.~:r z~~•)Ols, a.nd 200 c1.w·l1'ng hous ·.3 r.'ith 

hc.:,·r.s, et c .. 

Further statisti~s may p~ove i~teresting o Crop figurea 

fo~ the pr~ceea!ng year wc~c: wh0~t 160,000 bushels, potatce3 20,000 

... 200. ;~.gricultural vQUipr:: -nt: 400, 

:."'~dpcrs 200, veh.:.cl.::s 200~ rr·hc ::J.bo~re fi ;,m~ s cover th Kaposvar­

Este~rhazy settle!n...:nt includ~.n~ both Hungar•ian and Bohemian set tl ·!~H 

The Scand.:.t:avi&n g·~on.IY at thl;:; t: ::r.e, 19m, , he.d grovrn eom ­

... .GOme 300 or 400 wOUl~. "' n.~ 

or less s~mila~ to that of thv sict ·~ colony. 

The ropulation of F~rtil B~lt ~unicipality as given by 

th~ 3cC- ~tary of that 1~nic:p~lity is givun as follows: Hungarian 33%, 

Sc~..mdin"'vis.n 15%, Boherr,ian 10%', C2.n"'.dian and Brltish and ether nation-

alit.l_;G 40%~ total popnlaticn be:lne; app~·o~:r;:utely 4800. 

Socic.l Lifo :.n the Ear·ly D y.J of th...- Colonies 

by almozt complete isol~t!on from th orlc': si tho·.;.". Thv only con­

.:c...c"' which the s"' ttlv!' !:lad J:!. tb C::m~clia!!. li:f~.;; \78.3 :..~J.:•ou~h infr~1u nt 

http:g�~on.IY


co.:Cit:.c ... 

J.. : _ ~;ould t .:.d to .. 

clusiv 1._; .. the horL, '~he cht-:.·~b ~md tt. c"rr.munity c~ntr s. The 

vast m J•~ri y of' ch .~ la·.....r: nev i.' h c.rd En 1 :!.sh unt tl t!:ey T)h... !' ·: of 
J ,. -· -- 0 

~chool age nnd th n, ~od to rel~~ , s0me of the early efforts at 

inLtructtcn ::.n the Engli.sh langue....,~ ~rc:.:·e !'·ather half-he11rt. d. 

In fact, co:1di t.ions in tb n : co lcnies were almost eJn­

tircly a r~plic& of co1~itions in ~he old lan s xc pt as t y wera 

modified by natu:::·o.l env~_I·or,m nt. The mind of the arly settler was 

ve~y l!ttl~ ~~f ct d by his removal to a nmw environment~ Socl~l 

and r lig!ous customs ~er: tck n ~), to 1 rge ext nt, wh re they 

had been left off in th old land~ In feet, there s ms to have 

bcun a very d~~inite e.f~rt and desire on the part of the ·a ly 

s ~ t tlers, Hun...,arians, Bohemians and Scandinavi~rf alike to pr=-serv 

bot:. th lo:1guag :...nd the customs of tt.eir nati v lc.nds. 

From th histo~ic 1 wor~ o! thv R v~ Fat .er Santh we 

ga thcr a f _,w facts concer ir.g t 'to:: ,__arly life in tho Hungaris.n-Bohe:mian 

co!.ony: In u·.e home land tbc great majority of Hungaria.n s ttle s 

had enjoyed vill~g lifJ. The isolation of the West drove them 

therefore to observe and appreciat the comma ties of languag , 

religion and tradition which bom1dth rn tog\:ithero Th whol colony 

S-.,em d to be p;:-c-.ctically one gr at. f mi i y., The aloofness from ex­

ternal infl r:c,:s made ttem pr.s ..... rv~ the good they inherited, and 

accept only ~b edv&nt ges of the new surroundings. 

-S & rule, the occaalono of divine worship on Sundays 

v.nd holide.y., brought the p ople very oft~:.·n tog'-"tber c.nd church gotng 

wo.s a he.bi t of ccme sccla 1 im:pol't<.J.r.c ~vunts in family life, births, 

deaths, ma:r·r_.c.ge s, l·.ere also occasions ·.rhen tradi tic 1t1l customs w re 

observed. 

Th~ wi f'c, of cour!>e, did th housework, but in plene r 

t iree s aL,o lent h~::r hands to outdoor labour, in which she a 3 of ten 

qu:: t ac pro=:·· c::. nt ... s a mn."l. She r:"'s :...· mot:3t C'U!GE ~ r o.l xp rt 

in cuisir~, u,llizing vO th bvst ec a~~~Ge all o~ thu produc~ 

http:ma:r�r_.c.ge
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·11 ch th :arm ...... -... n.:..-..., ......!' . provi • 

~~rden clo~ . to the 

grov:n. (FoppJ: .... ~ '.sa:·"'" used by '....."lv H1.::;,g.....·.:ans for food, often as 

.co;, 1 r- )

.L ..lit. ... ~ -··o u 

even in mannc ...· of dr· ss.. The n:~n ~-0-"'C li~21t pantc a!"ld top toots, 

the worr:..... n Iide ski:-·ts and colour .. d shawls Though poor, th y w re 

always known for t".cir hospit:::..lity and polite m nners,. Song and 

dance· were their favorite recreationo J~ Hawkes, author of "The Story 

of saskatch we~" mad a visit to th~ scttl ment in t 1ose arly days 

o. .d sums up his !:cpr ssions in th foll~wing words: "I hav two real 
~ 

m mories of th Hungarian Colony. 'Ih one is th Ba_"&.th girlsr music; 

th other is the magnificent and grc..te fu and more than graceful 

bow of the man on th stacl<:o 11 

The same tles bound thv arl.y Scandinavian settl~rs to ­

geth r as bound the Hungarian-Bohe~_an s .ttlers, nam ly language, 

] •t -•+' .The Scandinavians as a .:holv were, of course,r~ .igion ana :aa1~!on 

Protestant from th old land, bei:1g g ..... ne "'ally n:embers there of th 

state church ( :_ut her-an) .. 

T, e Sc~ndinavian immig!"a.nts were, for the: most part, from 

the rural ar as of Northern Sw~den. They ~ere, ther fore, accustomed 

to agr·iculttirc.ll pursuit..... Furthermor·e, they made good use of th 

demse growth"" of t ... cc s found in the Qu l'1.:1p~,; lle Valley and on th 

uplands, as yJ:ey vrJr well accustorrl d to wo:"king with timber in the 

old L:md. Comfortable homes wore ther ·f'orv estA.bli shed, a condition 

wull pl asing to th~ Scand navi:J.n \:~10 :J.s abovo all lse, a home· lover. 

Be~ng religious by natu!'~, th nuw s ttlero w ru not long 

in founding thvir ow 1 churches, a fc.ct -which wi 11 be r .fer '•cd to 

somv~h t latv ·• Here they worshipp d -~ traditional manner with a 

fer·vent and .::'althful .devotion, v-ri::~ying the truth of the Psalmist: 

"If I take the wings of th.~ mo:"'n ...ng, 

And drell in tr.~ utt .rmo~·.:. p"':-ts of the sea: 

.uV n thcr _. shall :,hy hand l :,d rr.c 

_ f>..,-, 4 +by,J right bond,-')-,... ot.:.- .t. ... u C. roe...J.V. .. , _ '",._ 11 ·~.., .......... ~ • II 
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fc.i thfully as 

conditio .. s _ r::l:J cc~.ct.av :1 o_· ---u.-su;n::~r Day (Jun 24, in 

the Scaru:;.r.., ::..nn cou.1trL..... ) .a..; , .... r:~a:::-...., t.1 most ch&.~.'FJct .ristic o:' 

at Round Lc.kc 1:-. th ..... Q.u. .~pp L .. J _l y ·::1 .• th~.; .hcle colony g·tlLr d 

n£ a family. National sports, rr.ucic and follr dances in national 

custum..... s were the order of the day, intcrm:ngl d with sp ech s in 

the lan""uag 

'Ihe fatl1e:::'s of the: ccr:m:.u:."llty o~ this occasion obsvrved th'"' 

~gc-cld d.mocrr.tic :nstitut::cn o: 1'.:idsot'.mart:!.ng.t 11 (mid-summer 

parliament), a re lie of the ancieq1t "'Gligbus-poli tical gathe:r·ing of 

th early Norc -m n~ At thcs6 m ~tings th y discussed matters per ­

talning to th \"Pl:tar. o:f' tb ..... corr.,munity, ar.d adopt d policies for 

its dev~lopm nt and progr..... ss. ~h Sv gatherings were responsibl 

for the birth of the S':'ledish-C::manLm Le"'guc U.~,,enska Forbuncet 

i Ksnadn)~ This soci"'ty bas sine~ g•own to mor or 1 ss national 

proportions bmcng the various S.: d!nh gMoups in Wectern Can da ~nd 

has for :t.ts objectiv. the :'ost r.:,ng of' tr...... Sw ... dish language and 

s~cdiah idcais arno~g th~ p~oples o~ sw~dish d~scent in West rn Can da . 

Tne Scandinavian hous~wife played an important pa t in 

the life of the colony. GreBt cr dit must be give . her for the 

sKill and frugality sh0 exercis~d in utiliz~ng the products cf 

f._.rm and gard'-.n. 'll:hcn an ar.imal wes bi.t4-,c:J."';r:•ed all parts of the 

carcass ~ r used to p~c~arv uom_ palatable and tasty dish. ~rom 

the mi"k of th~ cow sh madv t~o kl~ds of nourishing cheese, on~ 

from the curds and one from the whey. Large families were customary 

and home li f '• was pure and happy" 

...;istory and Influ~::nc ~ of Churches L Fertile Belt 

'7....., r"vert again to th"'. '-'arly history of tee colonie in 

or~ .r to con~-du ... th~ plac~ which th v rious chu·ches occupied in 

the iv s or the first s ttlers. 
 

TD ... Hunga:;:·ian colonists 1: r pr:;..ctica_ly all d~v ut 
 

Roman C~tho"ion. ~ve~ tc ~~'~day, th :r UEUal salutatlo. has been 

of a religi us ch&ract... ·"': ~t pr 2.::. .:n...., b J uUS Ch~lst~ 
l\ " 

r., etc!'ni ty' 
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organizere of the sct+~cm~nt ses~ to h~7~ frrgntt~n Antire:v the ~3-

l~_gious need.;; of the corrrr1"1lty. 

It was only 1~ 1887 that the rolony ~as vi~·ted by an oblate 

missionR!'y in t!"c ~erLOl1 of Father Agapite Page v1ho later tool: 1::;­

pcrc~nent residence there. It is interesting to recall the woy in 

w'1ich Fath<;:;r Page diflcnvErcd the yc:rrn~ur~~y. In 188€, Bisho~) Tache 

of St. B0nL'ace ha_ppcned t 6 see in a newspaper a picture showing the 

group of new immigrants which we~e to form the colony. He th~n or­

dered Father Page to vis:!. t therr; e.s soo:-: as pos~.ib'!.e. The next sum..11'0r 

Father Pege made the rip from St. Boniface on horseback and en his 

arrive! was hailed as an angel o! ?rovi~Dn2o. For a nu~ber of year& 

he made his headquarters at 7ort Ellis, a disterr~ of fifty miles 

~way, visi~tng the colony from there and saying masses at Esterhazy 

and St. Istvo.n. S0hool. 

I!1 1892 the z::i::sionary 1m.ilt bl::nse1f :::~ .:.:"!lall log hou;Je ir 

or c0-:J.ections, bu \VO.S content \ll t.b tl:.c gifts .r- food and cth'J:;· 

things given by his people. He;; u:! ll evE.:r be rer.l".r::b~::·cd w:!.t.h n:r2t­

ttudc bv t~e Hrngarian colony es ~~e5r first pricEt in thP West. 

In 1900 t~~ n?l'i3h w~s taken over ~v F~ther Woodc~tter , a 

young priest of G~r~~n descc~t.· B~fo-9_ 6 ~~ing ~oly orders, he was 

""G"i."" 1 srJcakir.g soveral_ J '"n,r.:tJa;:::ef-:, r..mong their.. HunGnrian . Under r.! c 

leadership a ~1ne ston~ r~ctory was built a~ Keposv~r . To replace 

th-:: <'JG \~oo·.:::cn structnre, in lS07, e.n :.rr.posing lar'.?;n :::'tone church 

under the ti t ~e of tte Assi.lm:pt.:.. on cf 3. V. E. w;;s 1•nil t by Fatl1er 

J. Pl!·ot, t~·C'(l part rh pr:!.e::'t. This cimrch mt::~mJreti 85 ~ 35 and is 
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the first resi~r~t priest t~ 19:0. 
 

Conc:e:·n~ng t.h~ P • on~er priests ~cv. Doe tor· P . Ss.nt hr., 
 

the ~ctivi~i ~ of these pio~eur priests and their followers who, 

""C:t'''l Jtvl'. • ,_,..-!. • 
'rD·.r~·~ ~: tn~ nrenities of a hi.ghlv ':'1llturAd cour:.t.ry, ctor.e to work 

under· tbese ·pr·jrnitive condition\ in order to sa~.re the souJs of 

their form~r countrymen. To rARlize their difficulties, we have 

to c.;or.sid~l... that ttese people we.rc 'mf::;n:iliBr l'ti tl the ic1ea of 

contributing towarts the up~eep of the churches and support of 

their p~stors; and even when th~y had adopted the novel syste~, 

they did not possess the mac.ns to practice generosity., But i . 

spite of handicaps, these devoted priests blazed the trail fo • 

those whom Providence has calls" to follow 

The Scandinavia~s w o settled in Fertile Belt were , of 

courRe, of the Protestant faith. Scandinavians possess a war~ 

religious nature which usually expresses itself ln democrati c 

spiri t.ual i.YiS\.1 tut1ons,. ·While the majo!'i ty of Sc e.ndi11avic.ns e.re 

Lutherans from tte State Church in the Old Land, the first church 

in the neVJ e;c lony was n branch of a free chu.,c . , the Yi ss ion Friends 

Church•. T:'liE gronp is a p11rely SeEmdlnaviar. oenominatioro., a 

Swedish theolosia~, Prof. Wallenstro~ teing its originator. T is 

group 0rganized a church the 30th of Jt:ne 1888.. The sa:rr.e year-

c. 0. Hofstrand was called to te its pastor. In 1889 a church 

buildl:::.f o: ::..ogs was commenced. The Qriginal building, lth ··m­
~~ 

provements, is in use at the present time. C. o. Hofstrand con­

tlnued as pa.stor until 1908 when he mu~ follO\'tcd by Carl Lindoff, 

c. J. Engvu-1 and finally, 1013-1920, by A. G. Olson. 

http:Sce.ndi11avic.ns
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gardin--; t: ' · 

Thl~ bu:~dlr~ w?s cituat~t on a forty ~ere plot r.ceived 3ratis 

fros the C.~.R. In 1919 c fin. large orick structure costing 

$20,000 or more r.placod th. or:c:~nl _og structure. 

?h. S _cish Bnpt 1::-.t Churc.1 ··~ s 01:~ ~~ized by o young ~>vedish 

· · t ""''h' .~.""'nl" ...,_'rl J·.n 19 ~-rr:r::.l£jr'O.l1 01 ·, H. ~ U 
1 
_c_ • 

all ~onvPrts frOQ the Swedish State Church. Two acres of suitable 

lanci f.'ere purch2.:::ed :.1c2r the ',) n\s of the Qu'=ppo1.1e Va l ley on 

t'1e v;e stern bou~dP-ry of the munic i)al i ty. A comfortable fra.D . 

churc~ ~as erected r~d dcd!c8ted in 1916. The first ordai e d 

nin1.ster ·v:as Bev. Alfred Johnson, a young Svrcd sh irrunier nt wh o 

rcceived.soEc training in Brande~ Col _ege. Relater pr oved 

unfaithful to ' is woi'k <::md \lUG succeeded by Rev . G. P . :~o llberg 

after -1920. 
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+ •"' ,uoy of o ttlemvn~ by colonies. To this day the 

variou~ n~ticn~l ~rcu~~ ar~ desi::~ted by lo~~l citizens as thn 

"t:,11'1 c-r rl" ~ nJ.ll.. ... ~ ... .)~ ' c.:.... 

colo~y~. This desig atlon in~:c~t~a definitely th~t the ~:f cts of 

tc the advantases and disaGvant~g b c! settl2ill~nt ~n segregated 

observations m~de below. 

To the proopectiva jmwigr&nts to C~nada, settlement in 

"colonies" of ·)eor;le of the sc::.m3 race, anguagc and re1igious faith 

rr:adc a decided appeal. .r..r;;cne;st~ ther things, 1t was one of tr.e ~ n ­

duco~ents hel0 out by t~e gove~nmont and transp0It~t'on companiest 

iffirnlgration agerts. T~e apyoal was quite ~atural 

f(·lt that the hardships of sc-ttleEent in c. -:1ew land wou l d e , ·tainly 

be 2.fficliorc.tec by the fellon::.hi:; O.i.. lllw-minded ~':lop. e. For tht::: 

rc~son) the fede~~l government and t~e tr3nsportation comp~n ies, in 

t~e early days of aettlem~n~ in the ~?~t, m~~e consid~r3bl~ use of 

#the ser,•lce::> 0.,.., religious lcc-d.-;r·s in the v rious Nat:ional g oups. 

Religious Jeuo~...,s~ in t'_eir t11!'!1 1 looked upon this method of !n­

ducing im:nigrati0r +.C'\ ~"estern Canada 1.'Ji th favor. It afforded the:n 

an apport unity of establl r:hing out.po::;,t b -0f pa ople s of their O'i7n 

;;:•c:\rt ic nlar fc::.i t.h and J anguegs 1!1 a l!CW unrl gro'Nlng country. To 

stc..te that the:ce was any i<'3en COfJ1~eti t :i 0:-1 arr:ong rGJ..i. glo-:ls ::..caders 

fo?.' the set t l.L g of the West wi t..!1 )eo ple of the i:r· own fa! th is per·­

ha,o to exaG~erat c 1~e true state of affairsQ 3ut certainly the 

religious_leadors wFrc &ware of tht oppo~tunity and u~od it. 

=!f- Other inducc?D.ents which ma·-e for rol~gious segregation included 

gra~ts of lands for churo~ 2itcs S~~~~ by the C.F.E 

Church and the Mission Friends Church in the Scandinavian Colony 

oach r~ceived forty acres. 

http:fellon::.hi


~n R.~. of re~til~ 5~lt ~~e 

gc"Jd co::Im:a~d of U:e =nglish as well, acqnir>ecl generally thoug' the:i. r 

emp:!::;;Jm8P-t iP. sc)!ne minor pub1_ i ~ offi cc .:.::1 earlier days~ 

The second, and even ~o soiDP extent tte third ~en~rat io n, 

qui t.o common~-Y rsake use of two languages in tercha!·1geably : 5nglls h 

and the native language of ttLi~ parents. The two langu gcs are 

e;enerallj' spolwn Qnii e freely, tnt r.either with any gre:.:;t G.0grae of 

po::.... fect ion. 

7here is noticeable 1~ sach of the national groups a 

quite definite desire and effort for the continuation of the Co~-

tinenfal languaget:: st least for oral purpo::os. The rr,oti ves behind 

this E-ifo'•t have been partly sentir:en-::o~l ar:C: :r::al-tl~ r·e ligious .. The 

olc.e:- membe !'S of each of the cnlonie::. have insisted upon the u::;e 

of their native languages ~:;..s the only vehicle fo.... the expression 

of their rqspective home-land cultur~s. Church leader have f lt 

that thn use of the Continental language would b st convey he 

trnditions of the church and, at th same time, would be a for·ce 
t 

for relie:;ious solidity and a guarantee of the preservation of the 

It is in~eresting to note that th Continent 1 languages 

were used exclusively in a 11 churches, Ca. thol i c and P1·<"'te stant, 

of the colonias until quite recentlyo · The Catholic churches · as 

yet have not adopted tho use of th English language in ~~~ir services 

but the Scn:dinavi2.n churches no':l usc both lc.r.:suages int0rahangeubly, 

.fl: an ir~I' Jvat ion· which has ari 89n wi ... hin t11e l~st decc.o : . 

:f} The Swcdiah la.ngUB gc was use · exc lun::. vely in the Stocl\:holm ~e;e di sh 

Br?..ptist Cr•.:... ·eh unt.il my .arr·iva.l cis stuC.cnt pastor in 1929. English 

co~·~~ ·::~ we"l'"'e thcr:: int.!·oJ'l0u~ o~ a fi: .ty-fifty basi.s .ith S;;;cc.ish. 

This innoTJztion was regarded v:::. th SU.3picion b~r sor:1a of the older mem-

B__ p~i~ts 1~. gPner,q__ l. ~,,D- n_~~+ ~ .. T ere~o" ~ t~e ~o-o 1 1"n... R ~oa· .. i 
v ~ - ·" - - '-' - "' - ~ - - ~ - . '. - ... J. .... ' l • l.:: ·~ . i 
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I, c::.~ bee;:; '.:.lh; cu~,to1 .. _r. t .. <8 colo1.:0~, o Uff) the Contin­

te:-.-chcr. 'Tr·is :.~. p::::;..,ticul;:::rly :rue of tl'e eldcs·~ children in a 

their brothers or sis~ers w~o att~nd school. Also the ~other- tongue 

1':'8.8 ofte'!n urcd by tl'c children in f:;:·e;:: periods arc recesses while at 

school, a practl co v:l)ich pro~rcd a very definite ob~t::.cle to the 

proper acquisition of the English lanGUD~c. 

Tbe totol rcn1lt of tl1c s.bovc oentioned conditions hcs 

bH~~ thet two lan~uages are generally spoken by the pe.p l es of 

cont irento 1 ::-uro!)e8n e:::tr::1ction in Fcrti J.e Belt. Dnfortunate ly , 

neither of these lan~u~ges is spoken with acc~racy o r purity . I n 

f&r't , t.hc:rc j_ s com·ioer8ble AViCienco of a Jar~on or mixtur e of tvro 

lsncua~e n dovelo,ing in eech national Group. 

T~e proble~ of acsimil8tion of Ne~-Canada has been a r ather 

~ressin3 nroble~ for some tirre . CertBinly Canada ha s paseed out 

stsgo and bids fair to be come a 

nation recos~ized in the world on its own merits o It is i mpossib~ e 

to conceive : r.a t tre heterogeneous :?ormJ.o.ti on of 17~ ste r n Cc:m da wi 11 

holus bolus British traditions and Brltish cult1Jre . Our New-Can­

adians are too self-wlllE:< for tha·~ end too conscious of thei new 

frecdor.,. Foreover, sec;regat.icm into CO!::munities has proviaed the 

moons of pre:::;ervinc; the r,,ot'her-to::lzL~e~ the old-land faith, traditions 

artd culture. ':he C:::nadirn race to be, in V.Testern Cana·a at least, 

must be 8. fu2ion of :1cc~<Lcs. of cifferent nationc 1 extraction. So, 

arfarontly~ rrust the Csnadian cul~ure to be also. be a fusi6n of 

different culture Go rr1-1i8) c~t leost,, is th.e theory \Vl1iCh h2S boen 

;;Jc.ccp'L 

P 	 En0llsh coulC: not be the f::a:r.o r~r t'-,c, Goepel ln Swedish. This in­

c ldent 1 11-u r t rate c rather ~re 11 · t!~e r:ho le psycho lo~~' behind tho 

insistence unon t~o use of the ~o~~incnte1 l~nsuegeA. 
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the~r net.ive "'rmc~8 b'lc2.use c oncit:ior":s t::c!c pro'.rtdec onJy the r:.o Gt 

,.. 
In i:.hc year 19::.'i2 t1>~ f:t0c 1c'hoJ.lT. ~·canc'!.n<.vian Community entered 

c. COnJ.P.'lmi+y p:r·o~reE>2 COIT.petition 8f)OJ"'sored by the C.H . R . &rr.o:'l.:; r W 
 

Ctor.aCi<:m corr..r::unitics. 'Irlis conlinmity i' ' 8S nr:.ccessfPl in £~chie\ing 


U•ird pla c e v::'..ih a prize of -~2 50.00 to b· used for c on.rm.mity ir;.­


'Ihe jud,7es oft .lc ccmpot.it.:.on ~.ncJ.udc:d r r. }'urr£J.v, Jr'f'S"' ­

i 'ent of the -jniversity of ;:-ssx2tc'tcv.rsr? JJ:rs . Violet YcFaughto n 

(lateiy r-cco:.;ni:ted b:r H.J. ~Tine Gcor::::e :'.'or services c.rrong farrr: wor.~en ) 

ization, ~innines . 'I1e Student ~as secrct&ry o~ t~e l ocal co mffiit t ee 

for the competition, an6 the experience proved auite valua~ l e fro m 

a ~ocio logiccl st~ndpolnt . 

~he jud~er required not on _J a sercral i~spe ct' on of agr · ­

culture:. accomTJlishrr.ent.s but Rlso visit~d scrm ols 8.nd com.r::urit.y s oc ia l 

centres and churches. Ln exhibition of handi c rafts a~d co okin~ ~&s 

v:es Blso required a:nc e displa27 0f r.uslnal 8nd histrion ic tale nt . 

~tranJely enou~h, the e~phasis of the judges throughout was 

upon those festures of the culture of the ,eople~ bot~ materia l a d 

otherv:ise, r:}-',tch tr ,ey had inheritec fro~; the old land . 'Ibe judc;es 

seerr:fd ext.ren:ely plecsed over ev-,r·y disnlay of old-world handic r aft, 

folk songs e~d 6ancee, and folk way~. In their remarks to the 

e.;ather :i.n.:;s c::·-c tho coxn,un it y centres t bey .r:nh8 si zec the v2111e of 

these featurPs, urginB the~c New-Coradi~~s to ~ake determined efforts 

for the preservation of 1hcse ele~cnts. Ar~arently the judges felt 

an essenticl 1c:rt in the future C.evc·lo·:J!:l·.er..t of a \-:-estern c ulture. 

~his policy could, however, scarcely be ,rosecuted withou£ a ~r scr­

·2tio~ a; t~~ vohlrle of o~6-worlt culture, the Continental lEn:u~ge. 
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(· _, c01. t"!'CC, t!-.e r<.f·i.:.l c:,:l1ur·o 

tha~ &n imposcJ c ulture D~1s:~~ ~~o~ ~ p~oplo of ~iffcrcrt en­

dard, out true culhure, thouch n~~ion~1 in aspect, is un ' versa l 

ln £:.npca l. Could the v~r :i. ous cro ·Li.pG be t;cdc consc i ous of the l1 i gh~ 

er clo:::e::-:t.3 'n t'1e.i.r vc::.rious nc-t.::.ona 1 cultures, the fus ion o f t:1ese 

into a ~ruly fine Canadi~n c~lture would be greatly simp l i fie d . 

T~e :irs+ ~enoratioa of ~e~-Cansdiens is qui c~ Ly p2scin~ 

s.way ::.me it is ··::l th the secane a~~d tr..1rd and the futu r e gene r e.t ions 

th&~ t~e work 0f Dssi~il&tion ~ust take ~lace. The se cond gene r­

nt i on possesses in itself a ra~her uniqu· psycholo3y Tl1e i r :i. ·ves 

are Lhe b<:.tt lefie ld o f' the old a:1C. t1· e :r.ew world . T0 tn e fo rr;1er, 

thuy ar6 C.~awn by senti~ent, and to t~e latter , by the pra ~tic e l 

1 • naffairs of - li. ew Th i s is p8rticu arly true o f thoce o f t he s e cond 

generation livln3 in se~regated areas. Af ter a ll , the t o n e of an 

indiv iduelts lif0 is lersely ~etcr~ine6 ~y cultura l trs dition s . 

T1 .e cuJ.. tm. ·r·l tn: d 1 t ions of Cz nnC: ian e lc~enta r y eaucat ·· on have be en 

lcrc;cly B;:o:i.tish in nature~ "'"rJf.: ba.ck:~ round bein,~ s o foreign to 

Continental Europo::ons, it has ha.rdly been posc· ble fo r t he r econa 

generation ~0w-Cenadian to accept t~e~. This is n 0t due to any 

anti - Briti~·l feeling, but ro.ther to the fact that an individu~• l of 

one ~ountry !s expected to settle in another and a cc ept the. c~ t ure 

of a third, which is rather an impossibility . Sure l y, there exist 

a great need for enphasis on truly Canadian trodltio ns and a 

de velopn£nt of a truly Canadian culturG. 

Conti nen~.n l ruropeE:n~ ~)(' ss ,s9- a ~enuine ces :!. re 'to be co r.:e 

ConacHonizeo. 1· i tne ss the r~umber of r ord i c a rei Cent r al Europec.n 

featureo r::.c.squerE1C:ing under· c- sor:.b ~ci·o. To msny of ther;e ncr.' pe op l e 

the Cowboy reDrPeents the Csncdian hero and Canadian cu l tu ·e , hence 

tbe hats~ 

~..2;:;isl2tors 1-:ave sec -"'2.:-,:!.~; css::..sted tl':e second- gei:era ion 
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subject st::: :osr2 t~r n to Hn unnatur­

Evi~ence of the Cif~icL:1.y af the tra~citio~ froffi old-~orld 

rew-Canadlbnc of R.0. cf Fertile Belt. Education ~as never greRtly 

etre:r.sed by U .s ori:z;inal i:.:::::i3rc.~nt for· the reason thot the ;iffic ulty 

of Ti'c1:inG a llvelH:ood in tl:e early ~io eer days ne cessitated tr.e 

re~ovel or children fro~ the sc1ool et an early age to assist in 

to devnlop, th0 :vidence has stow~ thct tbere exists cons"derable 

abi~ity a~oncst these people of }~~blc origin, wbirh wcu l~ lead 

ution to CanaCirn life. Gc~erally spcakins , ho~ever ~ the leve of 

i~tellectuel attain~ent is quite low in the colonies. The mejorlty 

of the s2cond 3cneration have scarcely reached hi;h- scho0l entran ce 

requirese~ts. Appro~im~tely one in a hun~red have completed ma -

tr'c 'lation. T~o t.l.:;h s-;tools of 2tocrl:1lolm and Esterhu.zy arc ver_y 

poorly p~tron:zed. 

Un t~ the present ~ime, the ~hree colonies hav e b~en larely 

endogamous zrou~s. T~e nu~bcr of !ntor-~arrlagos between rue~be rs 

of any of t~e three grouns and non-Io~bers is practically ns -i~~ble . 

T~le barriers to inter-I:lar:ria,rs:s o..~e boi·· racial anc'l rcliJiclA.s., 

~..,recti c=-ll:y ~::.1 ..cn.bors of the Scc_'rHilnavic:m ;;roup arc reJ.atec by 

rr·~rricc;~ at ti"1e nreser:t tilLe. r()'seve:r, tho procef'S of endogarr;y 

has scsrcely gone far enough to tove any adverse effects on the 

~here in er-~crrle~as ~eve t~%on plRce bo~ween individuals 

L cv:.::·~ta~;cous. Prom CJ .:r.oro or le::;E: car~·.ory s' ucy of t:-1o offsnrlng 

of ruch unions, cvidPnco rfe~s to b0 thEt ~here exists no biolo:lra 

~ ol~cr ot:~ction io thEe unlo~s. :or~l ~actors who atte·~ such 
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Occ~slon~~ly ~vidence 

considerin~ the peoples 

I t. i s un f cd. r to j ucl3e t he 

opportunity was lack~ng in their hoce lan~s. On orrival in Csnada, 

pio~a.r renditions afforded no op-ortu~ity for cul~ural development 

sdu cation, t he 

profePsions, the c>.rts, bUE~ine~;s and tO.C:r··culturc o 
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of J..,\:JI·ns, tr.e ~·unic pality ent.erec.. trcJ..o ::t ner;· o:'a. The to".'·ns becarr:e 

not only t'qe cor.1r.~er·cial cen"r·es of the ~:unicipality, b'l.t in some 

de~ree also tte social Rnd reli~~0us centres. ~i:h t~c develop­

rr.cnt of t'bc tov:rnr, tre-rP i ' a~ ~m influ>: of buciness peo·::)le and. others 

of 3ritish stoGk and t~e general rc81~t was a tendency toward a 

rare rPp~d acAi~ilrtion a~on1st t~o crtsinel settlers and their 

children. This i"iO.S erprcially true i~'l t:-:e matter of languac;e. 

'l'he c.wcr;~ con:prised in the r:unicipo..lity v'as or.:;ani:::cd 'nto 

a Locc::l I:-n:-.,rovomcnt di stric'l. on Lover.-;bor l5, 19()9. T[)e Loca l Im­

nrover;.cn~.. cif'tY'ict v:as erected into a Rurrl !"unicip& lity by 

spec:rl lrgisletion effective Jonuary 1, J913. I 5ay be said t hat 

r:~unicipnl c;orornment ir. I<ertilc Ee1t ·2.S had ft hi~tory which re­

flcct0 creeitably on t~o3e who nnrticipated in it, The ability of 

the Continentnl ~uropeans to enter suc~essfully int o public life 

is r~flectcd in the fhct th~t i the ~istcry of the runi c inal i ty 

the Reeve has rrost often been c~on0n from 2~on~st t~eir group 

rather than from the 3ritish or c~n&dia~ stock living in the 

northern rcctio.l of tC•f Yunicipo.lUy .. 

the rontr::.::.~y i~ true. ,Jud:-;ir.:r, froP t":-e nurr:bcr of or3an· zr·tions GY ­

isting even today a~ongst the rcrndinavi2ns, it ~auld appeer that 

trli?:V are e~d.re~ely fond of or[:;3'"iza"'ion. Irr.on:st f'i·~tivc or;::;a.niz­
c... l p <Q C!rt·c t; i ,l\.e 

ations ther~ are 4 ~ree churches, Ind0n~~d~~t Ord0r of Good :e~plors, 

C;-nada, cc:df cl<Jbs, fd,c •• etc . 
 

As ocrly as ~889 ihc :carlincvi&n frrn~rs for~ed an or­


20nizntion ca1l~d 
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i7ation ~as n~" of the fore-r~~~er8 of the Grain Gro· ers' Grain 

Co.:;7J2i1y, 1 1 C'l rnited GrrL1 Gro·::ers, Tr,.:...s occm"'eO in 1004, t·~·o years 

after the organizPtion of this Assnci<:.tion. Fo~ lonry this organ­

ization lasted is E::::;nin difficult to S['.y. 'Ihe ~cc;.roinavians .ave 

a knRck for lettin~ these org&nizations die out. 

is t~e I.O.G.T., or~enized in 1905. Ttis or;anizction, while of a 

different type, has a :'ine :rccor of co!T.;"unity SPrv·ce. A com­

fortPble lod3~ hall was erec·e~ of lo3 in 1908 whi ch has since sev­

ernl ti@es ~2en enlarzed e~d irrproveC. In this b ilding the lodge 

sponsored not only te~perance educction, but mnny o ther c ctivities 

both educ<:.tional ~nd ct~rit&ble. ~fine librnry of Swedish and 

EnGlish boo~s ~as ~nstitutec. Study zroups were or~enize a~d 

carried o~ for years. Dra~atics ~ere S)ons ored and well supported, 

the hall havin~ e fine stacc a~d dressl~g ·ooms. This hall was 

the ear_ipst so cial ce~tre of t~e Scan~inavian coEounity~ In 1930 

the tall ooc<.::-.. o corr1rr.unity ~)ropcrty. 

Far:c:.ers' orc;c:ri7c· ion0 rkVG c lwo.ys :wr.de an appeal to t'!:"e 

settlers in Fertile Belt, particularly t~e 5candinavions. Shortly 

after the organization of t~e Fnrcers Un"on of Canada a 1 dJe of 

that or[;D.nL'E!tion w.ss instituted in ·~J-'e Scandinavian co::-u:mnity and 

c;chie'led l.:oderate success. This orzo~ization vws' almost entirely 

educ8tional in function althou~h :i.t did SDOnfOl'; to so:ne e~<tent~ 

the forrration of the ~heat _ool 2nd livestock pools o Pressure 

was also exerted on e;ovcrnn:ental polic_ies throu.:;h resolutions 

and repre~c~t2tions. 

In lS26 the Farn:crs~ linter of C::n~da 2nd tl'·e GraiD GrN ers 

Trrdin~ AsJociation {a co-opprat_ve buying 2nC sellin~ orscniz­

ation) '.. ere swollowed up in \' or~8nization, The l"ni t d Farrr.ers 

of Ca~c~a. A : t:e of th:s nc~ o~~:n!z~ticn has had a flovrish­

ir>~ e::-"st.E' ce in the ;.ccrdin:-vie::.-: Co..-..unlty s::.rce that tLr.• ::-inca 



tie n;:.cl ...... ~, ,icr o: tl'i· cr,s:--r:i:a"t,iO.l ~:· th the Co-oncr::.tiv.:; 

CO .. :-'()r'".'""G?l7,~. ~-edcratio71 t}'C po:...:.c:..cc o::' t.w c.c.7. hove found 

ond Bohe:mic.ns. Aside f::--om mi:1or purely sociRl organizations, 

there is little to tell concernin~ the history of or~enizations 

C>..onz:::t t·,e~e peo~ les. Undoub~Gedly, the cl'lurch has exercised its 

influPncc in opposition to sue~ organizstionso Father - irot of 

K8posvar has complained of radiccl influence from the Eun~srian 

~nd Bohemian ~ress of the United States. 

PeP i od s of Depression and :'ct~1ods of Relief 

Difficulties of Early uettlement 

rci1t:!.on has elready cern 1:·2de ::'1 the i1istori c 2. l se c tion of 

this tr.esis t.o sorr:e of the d if'ficl:l ties .:hich beset t he ea r ly 

Eunc;P r i[m, Bnher:: ian· and _f..ca no in& Yi&n :;et t ler s. I t rr:ie;ht be- we 11 

to elf,bornte son.cuhot on thece o.s they bear directly on conditions 

obtain~ng nince ~he becinninJ of the present deprecsion . 

As h2s already been stated, the or ginal ~ungar i a n settlers 

were given considerable assist3nce throuJh the Co f oR. at the time 

of their settlemont in 1886~ This group, ho~ever, was the only 

group to receive ass1stance4 Th Scandinavirn, Bohemian and 

leter .Ilunr;c~"ian rettlcrs received no [..Sfistance whc.tsoevE'r o ?·o re ­

ov r, t~e ":-~.iority \;;er·e practicclly_without corit8l at the ti .. 

of their cettlcrr~nt. The result wss ~s has already been su3gest.ed, 

times of c iffi cult pioneer 1;;ork, the sctt lers using ·1\ hc.tever re ­

rource::; v1ere at hand. ':'he majori·,-y found it necessary to spend 

long Deriods away from their hoce3 in both sumser end winter in 

~hctevrr eiT~loyKen~ offered itself, in order to raise suf~icient 

c~pital to purchase the necessary equi)mert for farm opcrrtions . 

To adC to their difficulties, the years 1891 and '92 b~ou7ht 

drou~~'bt co:-witionc slr..llar to or ·.. or!..e -::_.}ja!l v~e drou:;ht c ond" tlo1.s 

of 19~9-30-31. f'r:::"ticulerl:y· ~7C.S ·'-te yc r 1891 difficu-t. Cul­

tivate~ e::--nrs ~ere e~ ytt quite 2~~11 ~rd-th0re \TfS l!Atle or no 
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, "· t o r :;: e f: c -:: _ 1 ·c, o r r v i _u,, :l , . _ • • . c v r r t >c l e s r\ , 

·.. cr.: ... lce rC: :--:··v··tlon, "' ·" lc. to con­

.... .:.r··c, de , ·.ci .o .' ... t :ace rn~o'.lY'ccs could 

he r_:;..-rr.'rc..C .ro::-.. 1··1a life. 

·· ' "' ·0r l c e" n. ~ i a· for r r-: r i c u l 7.. ur"' l 
t•• ., '· - v ­

nrooucts 1·er-, v·- "Yl~, c .1.0 E.' e to ·~he p:-· ~ c e s po i d i~ the ye.r 1932 .
·' 

c o~:-:c-·r cor::~.ccEty pric .:o ve::oc- also quite similE:r to 

tlJo se or 1032, pel":~· ps c>. littl o hi:;:-:er. Lou grc.de flour sold ct 

a dollar rnd a - ha1f to tilo dollar-s per hut1dredv:ci:~ht . :Curine; 

thi~ rcr·oc or.:: o: tre :::res:!. ai:f::c1.lties :,o be overco;·::.e 1:as t he 

Ion: d is·;:.8r'cc to ·he loc::J 1 r<·.rket. ~he settlers ~ere t~ ent y- five 

to t~irty-five ~ll~G ~istsnt from ~~C to~n or ~-hitc~o od , the 

~cnrest ~~r~ t. Grein ~nd other products wore ~enera1ly drAwn 

c:lffi c ult 01 E:r the C.u · ppelle V8ll y vr:i.ch l ies between Fe r ile 

co: su~e6 i~ tr~ins one lo~d of :rain to th8 market . 

'Tl'~t:: \.:earG 1006- 0'7 sa., 2 dec i ded slm::p i n ac;ric ul turo l 

cctivity cue to v:orlct~ ·;ice econor:ic conditions . Growinrr con-

d it ions '.':PTG c.=>Y c ept ionally .::ooc in Fertile Belt in 10 06 but ? u 1­

value of t :'lE cropQ Th~s c ond~ tion IH'oduce( c.r: acded obstc::. c le t o 

d.iff1 c ult yer·r;:: o: the ec:r1y Q90° s, the cr..:.. r .. s ·::Ds m<>t by tlle 

dure h<e-:cc shiD. On nc ther oc c&sion i7G.5 any outside as::::i stance 

requestc6nor o::ered. 

~.-it'·. 'r.Ye hi.?h ")rlccs :na id for artJ procu cte durin[; t11e 

S"'ized upor; thit' opportur.itJ to bor·rc: cDp.:."Lnl f'')r tl-:e ir:·'Jrore­



.­


.(' !'· :trclvcs oi .. o_ ... crca. Before t .c end 

of tLe d0 c ce :olJ.o .. ir:::: t '1c 1:c::;." t..2 :: ~r1:.cr ::..n::. the creditor clilw 

D"'Gn' -:-.o realize thr-t s,;::<cultura::.. crcd::.t hod been over- eJqiPnckd 

in view of '~.;'c economic tr-:;r.C.. f·or:Je oi' the fcrrr:crs ,,,.ere succ~ss-

acainst c ·-~ or a\1 of their land. (~his does no~ mean ne e­

essarll.y thee ·~ 50'7' of the lrnd ie :r.,ortcagedo) Perhpss a - third of 

these at t t.e pre sent. t in:e hove an incle btecne ss greater than t h 

originHl r.iortt;;o[';e, dUf' to accrued interest which they v1e r e un­

rble to p2y during t~JC' lar:t four· or five years. It is S8fe to 

sav ·hat practically no interest uas ~aid 0n ~ortgdges durin g 

t~e years 1930-31- 32 due to drought cond~tions ~r evciliPg . 

Under· norr:;;a 1 crop conditions r:x::-1d ·:; th present f s r rr; pT oduct pric es 7 

I would ju6se that the r e is little hon of these mortgagors e ve r 

emerzing froL; their indebtedness. ?'oreove r , in the e ven t o f 

vastly icproved conditions or azriculture, there wou l d stil 

re~ain st lccst a - third of these w~o could nev r 2me rse ~ On ly 

exceptional o~ boom condi~ions in agriculture 
" 

wo ul d make it 

possible for t~om to emorgo; 

The banks have ; of course, consistently r e fused c re d it t o 

the farmer sinco 19 29 c 'Ihe b~c:mks never ho..ve lo&.ned lc::.rge arnoun t.s 

to the far:wqrs because of restrictions the Bank Let pla c es upon 

methods of collection to be used by bonks. ConsequentLy, the r e 

is comparltively little bank indebte~~css in ?ertile Belt . 

Dur~n£5: P··e yecrs 1929, '30, '::::1 Fer'-:ileBelt was snbje c t 

to rr:oreor le.ss sev('re frouc;ht cor.c:.:ltionsa Being situated i n 

o r ough and somewh1t ~ooded 2ree. Ferti~e Belt did not ~uffer 

fro ..: drour.:;l"~t t:·s did the purely nre.irie municipaliti ,s . £Tever ­

the less, in these three ycsrs dronght conditions srew severer 

each yecr. :ach yeor the averace yield of ~heat and other ~rains 

drcrea~cda :n 1929 ttc 2Ver&ce yield of ~hect wcs from ton to 

t\Yol ve buc(;c :s per 2 ere, in 1930 fro.~ G:.. t')1t 'co ten,· and in 1031 

fro~ five 10 ei~ht. The fodde~ cronF suff2rcd even ~oro· ~han 



7BS concrrncd. ~n 19~3 ~oi~'u~e con~:t·ons vere ide~l rnd re-

Ls r result of t~rPe yc~rs of drousht conditions, Fertil. 

B lt w&s included in· t~e provincicl relief area ? Class "~''t lDtc 

in '8 fumr..cr of 1931, end re;;·:c.~ned so unt.~.l the S~)r:J.n.:; of 1932. 

'Th"s ei."1t2.·:.., 1_cd the ·mi c ipslit.y to ess"stanc e fro. tht? provinc e 

in the c i rp0nsa U.on of direct. 8r.d inC::irP.ct re 1 i ef 'The prov in c . 

r... lso :>uppli ed feed 8 nd seed relief to tl'e fa rmPre of the i'"un i c­

ipality drring the ~inter of 1931-32 and in the spring o f 1932 . 

The provinciel ;:;overnn:ant appointed c. relief offi ce r ~:ho worl{cd 

in co- oper2tlon 11.:.th H:e loca::. cou:1c.:.::. ·,:ho 1.:e e responsi "le ~o r 

the distribution of seed and feed relief. 

.I..Tn~es and Tax ~oll CvlOTIS 

'l'hc :.-unicipa l mil.l rate for 1931 and seve r el year pr ­

vious in Fe~tile Belt wes six a~d a - h3lf mills 9 in 1932 redu ced 

co t' .rec end o.-half n.:1d in 1933 to two enc a - half IY:ills c For:n­

erly about four mills had been al ottec yearly t o ro a d wo~ ~ I n 

103li howev?r, about ten mills was allowed as a r e l ie f oe~su 

Durin£: the drou.-::;Y.., yesrs collPction o f taxes be c ame ex­

tren:.ly difficult. Arrears began viJ.in3: up an c bo th the mun­

icipelity a~d the f~rmers be~an to find themselves ·n d ifficulties . 

In 1932 the Pr6vincial House passed T}e Co~pulsory Tax Coll~ct ion 

Act, rr.cldn;I it poG ::> i b le for t1:e Funic lp&11 ty to se izc, Y:r i th the 

ssre reservations aE obtain in any other case of. seizurP., the 

livesto('k or proc1ce of the farrr in pcyrr:ent of ta:xes. ':'be .ct 

,rovided for ~he appointment of & tax collector, in this case 

the SecretcrJ- Trcaeurer. This toz collection act provoked con-

Sider,, ble Opposition amongst fsrL:CrS .::;enernlly a~ it p~i c~ed the 

possibility of reel h<:trde:hip bPin.::; .::.r::posed.. ....owever, in F rtile 

Belt a ta:x collection ce.lrp~icn r:ns ins·Gituted in 1932, without 

re' ortin;; .... o seizure 0?' ot:·ter dr.J.. tic :r.ettods, c. peyr::ent o f nt 

lC881. ~25.00 per ~U8~tcr bein~ u0lLCit8d Wit~ feir results. 

TL.. Corr.:mlsory To.:x Collec""Cion Ac·c, o:' 1932 r:c:s s.ln.ost 
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t~~ ti~e, crr0c .. of tF:es hcd p •. d u~ trc:~ndou~ly. T~CG 

su:·rer.t taxes '"'.e 'bold 1Jy locrl ban/:s 

:T:Unlcip··lL. .L ~ 1 ::ad come, i:1 '.:,: s y, "'1~. 1:::02, o.h:.oct to the limit 

.. c... 
ject, to any :.."osd \'.·or.l-c b1 ir..c; done L1 liel..'. of ne.y:;Jert of t:~e san:c 

in carh enc so I>mnicipal activit ier cor-.e to a star:dstil l u11ti l 

lo2~s are pn · 2rd credLt re~tored. 

tc1--.ool t2x retes in Fertile 13 "!_ t h8VC averaged bet,Hoen 

six snd ei~,1'c. rr:.:i.lls durinG the lc.st years. School t.s..xes wore 

equally diff~cult ~ith the cunicipal t~xes to colle c t during the 

years 1929- 32. The si·:.l;.a"!:.lo~:. becarr:.e acute in _9::1- 32 . In spite 

of many threats to close s.c 'tools durin:s the years 1931- 32, ther 

WC're no actuel cases of closing. T'be burden of the siit.uatlo:~ 

fell, of course, on the school teacher whose salary was re u c e 

successively until salary rates were 1 r:er than they had ev e r 

been in the history of the municipality. The o ld system of 

11 boardint; al"ound" v;ith all its drawbacks was revi v ed i n a l arge 

number of sc'Jool districts. In :cany ceses the sala r y o f the 

teacher was recuc d to as lov: as :;10.00 to~ 5 o00 pe T ont. in 

addition to her keep. Tith tho slight irEprovemPnt in conditions at 

tho end of 1932 salaries egain rose but at present average between 

~300.00 and ;500.00. · 

General.Effects of tho teprcssion 

One of the most strikin; effects of the depression to be 

noted by tto observer in Fertile Belt was the forced return to 

the f'e:~rm vr;d comr:mni ty as the ·· cono:rr:i. c and soc ia 1 uni L Dopress on 

in general .:.s uniqu..::- in its pOi'.er to .elicit all of the Genius of 

the f8:rii ly :-:.nd co~r:,uni ty to mDke itself corr:fo r able bot.h e co nor::­

ic::lly anc. !?ocio ... ly on v.·hc.:t r_.r;ou:cccs ar·c at hrnd. It nmy be 

sr.id tcre ,:,s .... the poople of !ocrtllc lt are to bf; con_;ra~tbt c 
.~· l..~r 

ori .rcsourccfvlness, co-operctlon r~:.c.. c~"'leerfulness under such a 
'\ 

3oitu~tiono The ~pi-it of the ~io~e ~ hRs, by no c~r~s, boon 

"~ood"..... 
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stuffc as uosslblo on t~c fc7~. 

~:ore chic·.C'rs \.'ere r:::ised ar:d more cor<'s milked. ':he housc·:ife 

Luricd herself TI~~~ nev methods sn6 old of th~ rreparation, 

preservation Rnd cur:n~ of home-croTin :oodstuff~ . ~amilies be­

~~n to discover how little needed to be bought in the line of 

foodstuffs. l'.'ild fruits were subc'dtutod for imYJorted fruits. 

In ~£ny case~, house~ives burnnd rye or b8rlcy as a substitute 

for coffee. A few boiled s~E1l potatoes to got a sweet s~rup to 

use as a substitute for et..c;ar . 

2nin~ing wheelc, len; in disuse, were restored to their 

former honored pl~ce in the livinG room. Verit&ble mirrcles were 

performed by thrifty hou~ewives in the making over of old •a ­

Dent. s &nc.. t:::C" cut tin[; corrn of the sarr:.e for the use of the c hildren. 

The xen, in turn, were ocually active . A comfort ab le 

v0hicl. for trDvel,which h&s since becoEe extrecely popular, was 

made by converting the auto~obi~e into a rubber~&ir ed buggy or 

6emocrc,t. ~hose have sinc0 been dubbed "Bennett wagons 0 
o Fe r­

tile ~elt is forttmate in possessing le~ge erowths of white pop-

l~r, birch and other trees . ~he farmers were not slow to realize 

that these trees could easily be converted into serviceable, 

thouch rough, lurnbE•r. 'This i'Hl.S &ccor;;plished by ·tte construction 

of sm&ll sow mills usins the ordinrry circular saw . 
,, 

Lue to the 

scercity of reedy qGsh~ the syste:r. of b-8rter h2.s agc.::.n bPCO:t:":o 

·popular, whereby tho necersiti0s crd eo~etimes some of the ux­

urios of life can be o~cbanged. 

orlj' o return to the ferm and 

c o r:,rrr:..:.n i'l, y 2 s z. n c conor1 i c . un i t but c- s 2 so c ::. n 1 un i t 8 s w ., 11 • 

Co~~e~cicl~zed rccrestion snd 2mu~~~8nt in the boot. d-ys before 

t:.e denrcsr::.on hrd rrr-.:6e ::;reD.t :i.nrocds u1on even the c -ricultur2.l 
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i 
4..- JC'A. for-, r s tc ...:.._ v._. "l wlc ~o even the rr.os'i: 

;~1 =c·n n -r·~~A\.;'c..·._ '.-l"••cr i V ::;. ~.4, ~ V 

~artlci~ate ~~ such recrc~t:on Bf ·~ulc cc~tribuce to their 

social ~olf:re. ~·usical, litor~rJ erd dra~8tic org8nization sprdng 

~a in all racial centres tc pr vidi recrcotion a~d instruction . 

Tr~velli~; lib~srics bc:2n to flour:'.sh. In surrr..er tir.c.e ar.,c, teur 

srorts of -o;r:-.rious kincs sui ted to the cocr.::.uni ty ;,;urse occupy 

tre yo.:;.rz ar..G sOl.:eti.::-,.ss tr: oldtr :::'"' W('ll.. Sports an- : i cni c s 

·::.n f;i.ll,:;:u"'r s.r.c Gr:·C, crtain!;:ent s :n w:'.ntor saw unpre co dented cror;ds 

ssthe.rod 1 fo:-· Utf" rr.ost p8rt ty n..-::cr.nstt :-:c.:;on" or slei.s;h o I.ven 

ch~rc~es benc~itcd as fer ctS attenda~ce is concerned throu~h 

this turn in cve~ts. 

Depress~on PsycholOGY 

'hilc ::;er.elnally, o.s st2ted "1bove, the psy c'.ology of the 

fDrn-:er durin.:; 6--oression :Oas b0er;. one of cheerfulness and co-o p­

oration, t~is ~s u~for~un~toly ~ot t:uc of all. There a r e al­

.c;ys those, li!:-tleP.s and re.oitlcss cv3r trr..Cer tro best of c on­

~itions, who ~ind in tht c~ises of t~e depression opportu~ity to 

t&ke advantace of ~unicipal c~d provincial G07ernmente alike. 

TheJe, ~ocrever, arc fortunrtely in tho cinority. 

As ~hole, the far~crs prid_ ttcffisolvos upon their in-r 

depEnd~nco o.Pd resourcefulness. r~ver~nelesF, even the most 

resourceful ar.c1 injepcndont gro\: ror.~ivc ur~der the burden of 

r~~ort3e-:::e inte!'~':.:rt and toxes which he.vc yYilcd up durir:t:; tho de­

nresrion o~d ~hich assume such pro;ort!ons as to seem ~n un­

sur~.!ount8bL: obctoclc. V:hile the _:;ovorn~.cnt has afforded tte 

frrccr protsction &Gainst ~njust eviction, thoro has teen grow-

in~ M convict:on a~ongrt :arcers ~o~c~£lly th~~ rnort~rse co~-

p~nics r~d ouher credito:s cuct scrlc do~n or ~6just tho ~n-

Co 11.c c-.. i r: s, 
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undcr,::one a 

rc~o.rdcci r.s .:... :r:end r:: o lo:::.rcc ;I;oney u:oc:'1 '.!hlch the :.~c,r:-..cr 

hoDes to r.:c.}~8 c. dividend 'but r:Jt:: ,r c.s c. pu~osite v-~-w refuser. 

to cut profits ~nd \7ho holds a st::'a:-:bL. hold or the far:r.er. 'The 

far~cr C2~~7 •. -:y is opcr~ti~G at & :osc or ne2rly ~Oo Consequently, 

:'L. feels that t r..c mortg3,Jc company sl':ould do the sE~ n:e. !:e ar~ue s 

often in this fashion: The f~rrror nnd tre creditor are joint 

investors in the business of oe;riculturc in v2.ryins prop rtions~ 

Tho creditor was ~illing ~nd ofto~ o~cor to invest his ~oney. 

Tho ag~icultural businons is undorsoin3 bc.d days. Profits hav 

dropped off c.lrws~ altosether. "'.":h.:.le tho one investor~ the farmer, 

carrying all tho burden, oper&tcs at a loss or nearly s o, t ~ 

~ortgage corn~any or other ~~vc~tor insists still on its for.er 

hich dividend out of a losins business~ This 2ttitude brings the 

far~er to a near stand-still 2s far as progressive 8utloo~ is 

conc~rned. In turn, tl1is whole p3yc' .olo ~:Y un cons ciousl:r affects 

~11 oth~r aspects of his life, not only economic but socialo The 

whole question of ferm indebtedness at the present tirre ·s par 

and parcel _of tho depression psychology. In the meantime, the 

f~r~er realizes th2t he can sit ti5ht rnd ~~it, due to tho safety 

sgzinst evict~on afforded him by ~~e Lrb~ Ad~uct~ent Act. At 

the sa~o tirno, this sort of psychology is undoubtedly grist for 

the mill of rs dicel i st.: sv·cr:pin::; the 11:est ·i:.oday .. 

Effects of Depression on focial Standards 

Soci2: st2~car~s, as everywhere in-thP West, s2w a de­
. 

cided drop follor. in,__; 1929. Inrre!lui ty zrd ir.cepend-nce counter­

acted to some extent scarci t:r of economic means but in _any 

rcalms'were no~erless to ~aintain forrer strDderds. Zvcn ~i~h a 

. . . f' • it .. . (' . . h,::;rer t_. s"tr8lnln'!: ~ l:'l[;Gnu .y, c .osT,cr:""' -.) ~n:::.ca ous _o 

i!Jst~nc0s t··o phy8i cr·l needs oi' chi:crc::'. 1:nd nt lC'rs hFV(, been left 
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sils, e·~.c. 

n · (e~orclizir~, ~oTevcr 9 upon tha indivt6tlal ~ae been 

t~c declire of social standcrds :~ other realmsD Tduc2tional 
l-1(.:::. "\. 

fcciJitiPs ~avA L~e2e~dously i~poi~ed. Schools lack pr o per,.., ' 

equipr::el"~t 8.r.d for;1~3r facilities st~ch CIS librt=lrles c:-nnot be main­

tained. Attentance in severo ~enther is iffipaired due to in­

suffi cic·::Yi:. clot :lin0 for chi ldr n or poor nou.r i si:Dent . ?oor pay 

and "boarding ~round" has a de~oral' ~-~3 effect unon the teacher. 

In the hose Pducationel features have also suffered • 

• 
12C8Zine and newspaper subscrintions fall aw&y until perhaps 

only one or two weekly or ~onthly uasEzines are received. The 

purchase of new books is impossible. 

Coir..n:unications al::o suff;:;r tr:e sor::e fnte.. The autoGobile 

is stored in the garq;e or converted to 2. ''Bol!nott v:-agon 11 
• .The 

ra~io goes to t~e attic for went of batteries. The tel~p~one 

is re~oved. Thus the fa~ily becoEcs ~ore and more isolated 

from cont8.ct v:i th ti"le world. In gonercl, education is neg­

1 ct :d or even dif:1courc:·::;co in t"J.,e r<::ce for a "living". 

During the years of depression, there was noti ced in 

Fertile Belt e eecided felling off of e~igration to t~e city 

r;r::onz the your G peo-::;>le . In . ft.ct 9 .!urr:iJers of therr: for some years 

re8idcn+ in the city returned to +.he frrm~ ~or::e of these h8.d 

nro~ising st~rts in educational or vocational pursuit8. Of 

thece, 2 nuri:'or-r were content to fired d';';e_linss on their parcnt•s 

f2rr:: rnd settle dom1 to rr:Rrried l::.fe> beinr_; contented .dth 

sufficient for ;El:ivclihood. In f .... ct, t"he :r.~.2:-rie.~e rate saw r. 

decid,d increase, of at least forty per cent . , in the years 

1929-~2. ~nprrently t~e yrung p.ople became aware of how cheap­

ly two could live on a far~ during thrt coriod. On the other 

hrnd, th s~ sa~e years also srn ~ decided incrPase in ill­

e3itimate births nnd hasty L~rria~os. 

In ... ts cener&l c~i . c·~ 1.;;:,:-.;on t.r.c social ~nd reli.r-:ious life 

Co ~-ul~tl"cr tl·e annror~ 4 ~" ~-of tho . J. .. -~ ..._ .;;, v . 0 1 ~ '-.· \- Jo.J ...;) ..._ '-' L ..'. t.:. .._., S re­

r:·torcd tho nion0cr socicl ~nd cpi~itual Ui:ity. Comn:on ?ever­
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hv.:.,. Lmr:.? li f'e flouri s~e s 1n 

Th. ho~e a:rin bdcomes ~ho tra· ing 

sqhool fo:r nat:tvC' cs.pac.:tics nf both c'.llturc.l and voco.:~ionc-. 1 

!18 tur·P c . 

c1a s s i f : :- c' 

::>J'lc "c ·'. ~his clasnific&t!on ~s made accord!~~ to the 

n e '"'c'·· "1- 11 
.., r' "'~ "' ·o c ; ·:1 M· '· e ~o ...'''-" • ' • '-• t . .;, .:..> • ~ L !:;) v L tL 8 \.. needy and "C" 

.=·res.G the l&r.st. In the a .i'.. :. a:visio:1 ~rc includsd such aroa 

~h r: co~~lete (ircct relief is n cd d fer rran and beqst. This 

relief :s financed throu3h the ~0d0ral.and Frovincial Gave~ .~onto 

~ .\. - ,...,. ,a.., -:."l h - - V"\ t""! 1 't1.-. i"'l !") '"'I 1\.Nj o~n .... y) L •• c -vOC.L-- ::sr.,-_,__ J.. J p~yins t~o-thirds cf t~e .ost o.nd 

g,:n,,ra lly not r .. au.i.red to pror.:is" rc ;,a.yn:cy;t o:;' ouch adv[mces . 

by dr0u~~t or other a6ve~~c n~~~r~l con~ition3, but ~here the 

I.:!U!"icjp:::.l "./JV .rni::er:.t i~'- r-0t cr.pab::.e .of copi?:G wtth the s tuation. 

In sue~ srcos rel e~ e~forts src finrnccd jointly by the prov­

"·.~"·--1 '7•, ~ •. l"'i "·. 'j.l1 r: v _c.- .,.TIC .•.l.L C .1. c'' gove~nsents, the fina~ci~l ~urCen being 

:rr:.un ic 1 Do.li t.~·. In such rreas, reliGf recipients re r0qu~rcd 

. '· ccr: t • G-nera.l.ly, 1-:ot:,··.;·,L V 

http:G-nera.l.ly


- vtl ­

:!.'orr l::.r~ :)f 111.1ncL· o:· ... ~::.c r'i 1ooc, clot:, __ Jr,:. _u Oi" t'CGu. 

Ir: t:~r 
I tl 

one of t '·:) ~ .... y', to 00 ciocic.lJC o. ; ~-ier~ 2..ly by t' o loc~l cot.ncil. 

o~cr, tin.::; c:roctly throu::;h Dpnoi::i·i:,cd r p:.."csentatives or trrou~; 1 

... . ­tr;o rr:e l-DOC S, the l~t~er is ger r&l'y favored by ryublic 

forth. reason of economy ~nd sy~pathPtic ad~ in stration. :1 is 

pnrhaps difficult to jvCge as to whl~h is the Euperior ~etho • 

Certainly t~c ~ormcr is morr ~rcctlc~l e~d ~ore indiffcrPnt to 

t'hc "husen N!U<...tion 11 nnd ~8.1''rLc..ps, in the 1 ng run, n·,or c con­

omical \o nll concerned. 

This much CEn certEinly be soid, that infr1eir attitud •o 

relief ef.orts :enernll;, many potential recipients of the same 

the recinie<ll: of relief :.::.ust si::;n lien notes for the same, :::an'.r 

soerr. to re:;nrd :i."elief ns ·"" ·.vholesc..le distribu·t-ion of c;tltc out 

of v:·hicl.1 tZ:cy str i vc lD:e chi ldre:.-: to get rr:oi."e than their share. 

F"rhsps tl:is sttituO.c ~s s. by-proci1.tct of a d ;pression :1syc'iiolo,sy 

previously refe:rr~d to r·l:;e:.'e t ~e :...ncLviduc.l, <::.lresdy bur·dened by 

indebtc"neCS Of ~Ort~CgOS and t~XOS, 50~3 thv limiL 3 belieVing 

tho.t nothin_;; ccn :r-enov0 hi:..:: fr·om .'lie L .. ndo ftill others 1 s 

t,'he ir pr ldv i 'i financ iol indf·:;wnc~cnco and assu:;:;E that soone or 

later they cu~t lose all their holdi~~3 &nd, therefore, are un­

t~e last years, re~son.aftor the fashion thct increased 1n6e~t-

cdr:~.:.ss connc\:., in any event, rob t •. Jm or su:fficiPnt of the r' ­

-c-..uns of t:..,._. farm upon w'h i ch to 1::. v 

~nvebt dn.~s to dis:~perr or, et t .~ l .Rst, to ~e so scDled 

do·,·n ss no longer to be o.n obt?tac::.e .,o ~-1,.-'.:mcic: success. Vc7.'i,_J 
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t'his cri'scs throw:;:1· t ~e :rct.~.oa o: cd... inis-i..rat:.or. as i7el1, thc.t is , 

t~roush the local counc~l. ~nis :c not 'nteneee as a reflection 

;. . ' on t~e individ~~l~ but on:y or. ~ u!\- ·, .100 ~nich does rot pcr~it & 

Dir2ct clothir..~~ relief ·.·as ~10t, ·oand led dircc t ly thr oue;h 

the f,.:; sl:r tche·.:2n Rc 1 ie f Comr::i ~·s ion, but tl':rou.zh U1e P. ad Cross 

Society. This :"clie:!:~ ::.oa~urc ~'!PE., of co'~r·3e, finan ced by the 

lief i':c:.s in thE: hands of the cov.nc:l c'!d ::.:pj_)licc:.t ions f r 

the counciL 'l:vJo-y ,<::.r notos b :c:.::-·ins interest at six pe .r c ent . 

uere given !n payment. Tn~ cloth:~= supplied was of a very 

superior au3l~ty and the pr!ces comprrctively mod .rate. This 

fact 
9 
elo~c, may pPrtly &ccount for the lar~c ~ mand . 

J( Fro~ Au~ust of 1031 to the spri~~ of 1032, the cost of 

clothin3 r:lief supplied to Fer~:le Bolt, accordi~g to t he 

f.So skat chen~n Relief Co:c..."Ji s slo~, c..:::our:t cd to v7 , 519 . 56. Th·s 

&mount seems ~bnor~~lly l2rge i~ vie~ of t~e s~all population 

of Fertile ~elt and zencral condi~Lo~s. ~~e ~a~ority of this 

dispcn~ed to the Hu~~ar~an farxcrs of the ~unicip2lity. 

Fertile Belt for direct relier ~:. 1S3i-32 2mountcd to (5,421-75. 

Belt by ou"~cidt; chtJ.ritable oq;~r>i~:::tio:1s. T:.c only record I 

bo.vc. iz o:' 100 1bs. of cloU'in~ s.:>nt ....~by the Beptir;ts of On­

t~rio. 
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itiatcc ir: th- ::.u:c,:!.cipality in t,(-;c late sun.mcr of 1£31 u.nd con-

tinned until f:roct:c-up. f._ (2·60).00 r;rc:Ylt V'S.S rec2ived from the 

the ci1:isiors o:: the~ r:.unic.;_pality c:ccorcins to their neeci . 

P:.:.y!!.,..nts ;;cr'c r.ot :race in co.st but ir, the forrr, of orc.cro upon 

loc..:.·l sto!·es. A-:-_ 8ttem~'Jt v:ac ;r.a e to rcstr1ct the vericty 9nd 

nature of ~ooG::; to be p0.rch~::.c.E:·6 v;:;.th t11or.c order-s. 'Ibis 2tter;1pt, 

ho~ever, ~&s ~sr6ly successful. :t ~as Ci:ficult for local 

~erctants, ~ircacy in straightened ci~cuEstances, to Aurn &wuy 

tr<:'CC, .,.,tile c less scrupulous co;:apct::.tor• VIas willin~ to suo ­

stitute exe~ptcd ;oods such as tooacco, etco tor those on the 

8ppr·o-.;rcd list. 

7hore ~ere, undoubtedly, ma~y uniust an2lcs to th i s pro­

~r.-.~ ot'' ~-1 ~·r~c.l. l'"- 1 '7 .-::\.f-' ~••.r~~"~,,' n·"·'"''·':v ·l."'nrr:("r·~ =.,er·e ~"'0 l· ·ol"tea· ~~ofG G-.d - ...... ~ '-' lJ '-·~-"-. __ ,_ ., '-''-'J ~- '-"· ::.; y~ u I'"' 

nartlcit•at' ...:.:1 thl~ l"r:;lief' becruco of ine:b:.litv to lc~vc farm
J._ . 4 • .... v 

op rotions or lack of p!uper eq~inmo~t in th form of horses 
<:;qt<t '" ,(t: . 

or ot'hC'r~~::...:" :tr.r·rr.cr::- viith G nt1mber of' ;ro~:n-up sons and. plenty 

of cquip~cn~ of~en took advant&cc of the situation in spite of 

regulations Jrc~ibiti~3 such Ebuscs. 

- ..,,, 
....... t .... In 1031 farrrors indebted tor c:rree.rs of ta:~e s 
 

bol8 rc~sur for tho rod~ct:on of errears of taxes so re~ucod 

t r1c so cur it~' ::n current nnd arrear.:::: of ta:::c s cic:r.a ndE·d by t h-:: b ~nk 

http:c:rree.rs
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9n~ across t~e Qu 1 Appollc V2llcy was let to private cont r actors . 

~he c contrrctors ~2re bound to · hire only fDrscrs r rsident i n 

work w~s do~c by horses Glt~ou:~ some tractors o~ned by fe r~Prs 

v-cn:: t..l ~cd. 

StJ~l2llcs ~~e not ~v~i:cblc 3S to the tota : 8~ount s of 

ccn".c per hour per man a~d 
~ 

four - boruc team. provided for toe ac coci., da tion 
I\ 

and fecdlr1,; ci' :::-Jn and horses ::-;t a rate 1':"hic'1 cut the vra;3e 

approYimstely f~rty per cent . individual , howeve r, had t he 

nrivilc7c of f0edins e~d ac combdatins hi~self end h i s horses 
- ~ . h 

it" he: co c:e sired, o"'Jt :::;cner~..Tly found th8 t th i s i n t erfen:-cl with 

hi.:· c.·:ict nc~ · nc1 tbat oT hors 8. ~ork on th18 pro ject 

contlnue6 ·;;(']. l over tvro i::onths :md prov1ded work for well ov:- r 

en ir dll conctruction, ~~re scv0rc :o~ both xon ard beast. 

;·';::r:y of th::: fer-m hors~)n in this so;r;son •.:ere in too poor a 

concii tion to be u3ed in thio wor·:~. ":o.Yly f.?lrrr.crs v:cro rclco.scd 

after o ~r~ dPJO of l~bor on Lhc hiGhJay b~c2~oo ttcir horses 

WEre ~ot :~t for ~~c work. In this ~27, csriy needy far=ers 

offeree. ':'he r.u::~bor of c:n:;l0 r:.cn, thr.t is r;::cn v;ithout hor-·scs, 

0Ticre un~h~~ ~o ~vail t~eEnclvc of this off~r of relief b .­

cauGc of ~n-bi~ity to lcovc the~r hom~s or farminG operations. 
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·.::1·'· .. ,:ood .1 t oc~,. and cquip.::,.ent. &nci o~'tcn le8.st needj who b~n-

f'.titcd :,ct.:.. 

+' .fell, winter &nd spring .of .!.880 and fodder to t .c 

Ecquiritions fo~ foed Rnd fodder ~e~o received rrd passed by the 

• " ' . ~ locnl rcr~~-~ent0tiv O r.t +~ccent., =&Gur~~c 1n two yasrE. -· - ~-- - -•• 

R.clL;f Co:-~I.;lsc:!.on r-:as in c1::.._r::;c o::' ci :str::.· ut.ion of feed <:\nd 

fodder> 1:':d.c:1 ·:.'f:s he11dled throu-_;h t11o local .. levators. 

The Ci~tr:bution of fe d Rnd fodder was $Jow and irrec ~ar. 

7 or cx2=pl2, one hu~dred to one ~undrcd and t7cnty-five tc&Ls 

It was not until l~te 

in tho s)r!nc th?t feed andfuddcr ?rrived in such quantities 

as to meet thr dc~ands. This micht, ho~over, be part of tn. 

policy of tho Coi'"..:;:-::.ssion in ord~~r to cm''b ~he der.~and as much o.s 

possible. 

The )rice of feed Grain was from five to ten ce~ts abov 

:::arket pric...;. The quantity generz,lJ_y '.Ws rr: .dicere and, in r::rrny 

cases, ·roor. 

~nP ~dcinistration of so~d relief ~as si~iler to taat of 

H"'.s five to ":,c:'l cents , bovc rr,r;rl:ct ~;r:':.cc. Some seed VIhoat "las 

http:Co:-~I.;lsc:!.on
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pation' r~r~srs Tiaitlns for t.1e sceC :ra:n. Reli~f ~heat seed 
 

~~s of goo qu__ 'ty bu~, unfc~ 


for all a: the ~Led oc.ts. Lc.r:c ar.:!OU:.1"'vs of this '.vere decidedly 
 

inferior in qu~lity. 
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T,cpc.r·tr:Jc'·t of :'unicipc.l Ltfcirs, Covernr..cnt o f Ec-.skt ·tchc.wan . 

:e~rcosion and . e~~~~e of helief 

GrnorPl conclu8ions dr6w~ fro~ consJltctlons snd clocc con­

::~:Hiclpc·l Soc:-ctor·y-lre<:su::'er 2-.nd ~ --,n1::.c1pal rf'corc.s. 


