RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND SECULAR ATTITUDES

AND BEHAVIOUR



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGIOUS AFFILTATION
AND

SECULAR ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOUR

By
GRACE MERLE ANDERSON, B.A.

A Thesis
Submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies
in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
for the Degree

Master of Arts

McMaster University

October 1964



MASTER OF ARTS (1964) McMASTER UNIVERSITY
(Sociology) Hamilton, Ontario.

TITLE: The Relationship Between Religious Affiliatiom and
Secular Attitudes and Behaviour

AUTHOR: Grace M., Anderson, B.A. (Mclaster University)

SUPERVISOR: Dr, Frank E. Jones
NUMBER OF PAGES: xi, 254,
SCOPE AND CONTENTS:

Congideration is given in this thesis to the relationghip of
religious affiliation of Catholics, Anglicans and Other Major Protes-
tant denominations, to secular attitudes and reported behaviour. The
latter is enalyzed in terms of the political as manifested in voting
preferences, and the economic as illustrated by attitudes toward work
and reported behaviour in leisure periods. Lelsure time activity was
examined in the areas of reading, hobbles and visiting of friends and
relatives, The data used in thie study was obtained from The McMas~
ter Study of Life in the City conducted in the North End of the City

of Hamilton, Ontario in the summer of 1962,



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to The Social Planning
Countil of Hamilton for making available the auivoy material on which
this research is based., Also my thanks goes to Dr. Peter Pineo of
Carleton University for arranging for the transferral of coded mater-
ial onto IBM cards.

A special word of appreciation is due to my thesis adviser,
Dr, Frank X. Jones, for his meny helpful suggestions, constructive
criticisms and his unfailing patience during his own very busy sched-
ule of research and academic zctivity.

Finally I wish to thank Mrs. Kemneth Neals for typing with

accuracy and painsteking attention to detalls.

G. M, Anderson



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

1.

i1,

INTRODUCTION

Religious Affiliation and Its Secular Implications

The Importance of a Study of Religion to Sociological
Research

Canadian and American Studies

Immigration

The North End of Hamilton

Culture and Social Organization

The Weber Thesis Applied to Detroit, Michigzan and to
Hamilton, Ontario

The Multilithic Structure of Protestantism and of
Catholicism «= a discussion of diversity within
unity
(a) Protestantism: Churech, Denomination and Sect
(b) Catholicism

Canadian Subcultural Trio

Purpose and Significance of this Thesis

THEQORETICAL ORIENTATION

How Heligious Communities Maintain Their Dif ferences
Explanations of Religious Group Differences in Secular
Soclety
Pactors Modifying the Association of Religious Affilia-
tion and Secular Activity
(a) Active Participetion or Marginality
(b) Religious endogamy versus religious exogamy
(¢) Urban versus rursl upbringing
(d) Ethnicity
(e) Sex
(£) Public education of children contrssted with
churche-related education
Conelusion

iv

Page



111,

Iv,

Vi,

THE RESEARCH DESIGN

(a) The Interviews

b) The Sample
¢) Standardized Schedule of Questions

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE THREE RELIGIOUS CROUPS

(a) Family Income
(b) Education
(c) Oecupation

(4) Age .

(@) Sex and Marital Status
(f) Bthnicity

(g) Generation

(h) Rural/urban Background
(1) The Interviewer
Coneclusion

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND VOTING

Theoretical Framework

The Empirical Data

Voting Preference and Relative Frequency of Church
Attendance

Voting Preference and Hthnicity

Voting Preference and Generational Differences

Voting Preference and Age

Voting Preference and Income

Voting Preference and Education

Voting Preference and Urban or Rural Background

Voting Preference and Sex

Conclusions

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND WORK

(a) Attitudes Toward Work
(b) Level of Ambition

(e) savings

Conclusion

Page

69

69
sl

88
90

96
97
97

100

103

10
11
117
122



ViI. LBISURE 124
Hobbies 126
Reading 127
Hobbies and the North End Data 128
Reading and the North End Data 129
Friendship and Kinship Visiting Patterns 130

(a) Class Differences 131
(v) Rural and Urban Differences 135
(e¢) Zthnic Differences 136
(d) Religlous Differences 136
Visiting and the North End Study 137
Conclusions Y
VIII. CONCLUSIONS 1l
APPENDIX #1
Supplementary Tables 151
APPENDIX #2
Ares Map 220
APPENDIX #3

Interview Questionnaire

N
N
N

BIBLIOGRAFPHY


http:R.eadil.lt

Zsbles in Text

1,

2, Percentage expressing Preference for Party
by Religious Denomination

3. Religious Affilistion and Ethnicity of the
Candidates for the Seat of Hamilton West

4, Comparative Effects of Religious Affiliation
and Other Variables with Reference to Voting
Preference.

5. Reading among Catholics, Anglicans, and Other
Major Protestant Groups

6. Percentages reporting weekly contact with
brothers and sisters, by sex

s Variables influencing the predominance of
vigiting kincover visiting friends

Zables in Appendix

IVa Religious Affiliation and Income

Ive Religious Affiliation and Education

IVe Religious Affiliation and Occupation

1vay Religious Affiliation and Age

Ivd, Religious Affiliation and Age (continued)

IVe Religious Affiliation and Sex/Marital Status

Ive Religious Affiliation and Ethnicity

IVe

TABLES

Religious Affiliation and Generation

vil

65

gl

87

100

129

138

139

151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158



Pege Mo,

IVh Religious Affiliation and Urban/Rural

Background 159
1711 Religious Affilistion and Interviewer 160
i, Religious Affiliation and Interviewer 160
vy Religious Affiliastion, Generation, and Age 161
Vay Religious Affiliation and Voting Preference 162
Ve, Rellgious Affiliation and Voting Preference

(Continued) 163
b Religious Affiliation, Church Attendance,

and Voting Preference 164
Ve, Religious Affiliastion, Ethnicity, and Voting

Preference 165
Ve, Religious Affiliation, Ethnicity, and Voting

Preference (Continued) 166
"1 Religious Affiliation, Generation, and Voting

Preference 167
vd, Relitious Affiliation, CGeneration, and Voting

Preference (Continued) 168
Ve Religious Affiliation, Income, and Voting

Preference 169
v Religious Affiliation, Education, and Voting

Preference 170
Ve, Religious Affiliation, Age, and Voting Preference 17
Vc?_ Religious Affiliation, Age, and Voting Preference

(Continued) 172
Yh Religious Affiliation, Sex, and Voting Preference 173
vJ Religious Affiliation, Rural/Urban Upbringing,

and Voting Preference 174
Vi Religious Affiliation, Religious Endogamy or

Exogamy, and Voting Preference 175

by

Vild


http:Baclcgrou.DA

Via
Vib
Vie
vid
Vie
vit
Vig
Vih
VIi

vij
Vim

Vin

Yio

Vip
qul

Vir

Religious Affiliation and Attitude Toward
Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Church Attendance, and
Attitude Toward Cesgsation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Age, and Attitude
Toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Ethnicity, and Attitude
Toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Generation, and Attitude
Toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Education, and Attitude
Toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Income, and Attitude
Toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Urban or Rural Upbring-
ing, and Attitude Toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affilistion, Sex, and Attitude Toward
Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation and Alternatives to Work

Religious Affilistion and Fantasy of Starting
Career Over Again

Religious Affiliation and Home Ownership

Religious Affiliation, Church Attendance, and
Home Cwnership

Religious Affiliation, Age, and Home Ownership

Religious Affiliation, Ethnicity, and Home
Ownership

Religious Affiliation, Ethnicity, and Home
Ownership (Continued)

Religious Affiliation, Immigrant Generation,
and Home COwnership

176

177

173

179

180

183

184

185

191

192



Vise
Vit

Viu

Viw

Vix

Viy

Vilsa

ViIiv

Vile
viia

VI 101
Vlhz

VIIf:

Vilg
Viih
Viin
Vilg
Vilr

Religious Affiliation, Income, and Home
Cwnership

Religious Affiliation, Industry, and Atti-
tude toward Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation, Frequency of Attend-
ance at Union Meetings, and Attitude Toward

Cessation of Work

Religious Affiliation and Satisfaction With

the Job

Religious Affiliation and Complaints About

the Job

Religious Affiliation and Career Plans

Religious Affilistion and Reading

Religious Affiliation,
and Reading

Religious Affiliation,
Religious Affiliation,
Religious Affiliation,

Religious Affiliation,
(Continued)

Religious Affiliation,
and Reading

Religious Affiliation,
Religious Affiliation,

Church Attendance,

Education, and Reading
Income, and Reading
Ethnicity, and Reading

Ethnicity, and Reading

Immigrant CGeneration,

Age, and Reading

Sex, and Reading

Religious Affiliation and Hobbies

Religious Affiliation and Visiting

Religious Affiliation,
and Visiting

Church Attendance,

195

196

157

198



Vi 1'1
Vil la
VIIt

Vilu
Vilv
Viiw
Viix
Vily

Religious 4ffiliation,
Vigiting

Religious Affiliation,
Vigiting (Continued)

Religious Affilistion,
and Visiting

Religious Affilistion,
Religious Affiliation,
Religious Affiliation,
Religious Affiliation,

Religious Affiliation,
ing, and Visiting

xi

Ethnieity, and

Ethnicity, and

Immigrant Generation,

Age, and Visiting
Income, and Visiting
Education, and Visiting
Sex, and Visiting

Urban or Rural Upbring-

211

213

214



IRTRODUCTICR

Beligious Affilistion end Its Secular lmplications

Since the time of Emile Durkheim and Max Weber consideration of
the secular implications of religiocus affiliation has been 2n area worthy
of attention to the sociclogist. However, although much interest was
arouged in this subject around the beginning of this century, during the
suceeding yesrs the subject was gradually allowed to drop until the
works of Troeltsch, Liston Pope end Richard Neibuhr reawakened interest
in thig fleld. This was followed by a further period of quiescence.
More recently there has been a resurgence of interest in the sociology of
ronglon.1 This 1s emphasized by the translation into English of some
of the older works, and also by the relatively large numbers of original
publications on the subject.

However, as J. Milton Yinger indicates, 'the testing of theoretic-
ally significant propositions by the use of controlled observation has
been in short supply'.z Moreover, of the studies conducted, some of the

conclusions reached have been besed upon dublous or feulty methods of data

lgee Charles Y. Glock "The Sociology of Religion" in Robert K.

Merton, Leonard Broom, Leomard S. Cottrell, Jr., eds., Sociology Today,
(New York, Basic Books 1953), pp. 153-177.

zJ. Milton Yinger, Sociology looks at Religion, (New York, Mac-
millen, 1963), p, 7.
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1309 Charles Y. Glock "The Socioclogy of Religion" in Robert K.

Merton, Leonard Broom, Leopard S. Cottrell, Jr., eds., Sociology Today,
(¥ew York, Basic Books 13953), pp. 153-177.
2J. Milton Yinger, Sociology Looks at Religion, (New York, Mac-



analysis, as Gerhard Lenskl has pointed out, in a number of instances,

in his book, Ine Religious Factor.’

The study of religion is central to the study of sociclogy.
J. Milton Yinger has rightly emphasized this point when he states:

To study the socioclogy of religion is to work with
most of the major areas of current interest in the
anslysis of soclety snd culture, Without careful
attention to religious groups and behaviour, one
leaves serious gaps in his study of social etrati-
fication, social change, intergroup relations,
political sociclogy, bureaucracy, community studies,
social concensus and dissensus, the sociology of
conflict, and the developmental vrocesses in newly
formed nations -- to mention seversl areas of
current research intereat.u

Since the study of the sociology of religion is gentral to the
furtherance of the study of sociology itself, and since there is a
dearth of good empirical materisl om this subject, and since a very
small fraction of the empirically-besed studies published have been cone
ducted in Canada, there is therefore ample justification for study in
thisg area., One of the editors of Canadian Society has writ ten:

A just apprecistion of the actual importance of
religious institutions considered as cause and
consequence within Canadian society, awaits an
effort at sociologlcal enslysis on a sczle that

. 80 far has not been undertaken.

This thesis represents an endeavour to fill a small part of the gap that

exists in our knowledge of Canadian scciety.

J6erhard Lenski, The Religious Factor, (New York, Doubleday,
Anchor, 1963), pp. 83, 84, 162,

thngor. op.cit., pp. 7 & 8.

5Bernard R, Blishen, Frank E. Jones, Kespar Naegele, John Porter,
eds., Canadian Society, (Toronto, Macmillan, 1361), p. 371.



One of the outgtanding empirically-based studies, with an ade-
quate theoretical framework, to be published in recent yesrs is The
Religious Factor by Gerhard Lenski, It reports the findings of a large
team of researchers, working in the Detroit area, during the years 1952
to 1958, An attempt is made to trace some of the ramifications of reliz-
ious association and sub-community life, in secﬂlar institutions and to
determine whether religion jnfluenceg the latter or whether a spurious
correlation is &t work, Although tests of significance are included
throughout Lenski's report, the author writes:

At best, tests of significance are a poor substitute
for the test of replication. Judgments about social
relationships are far more reliable when based on the
findings of two, three, four or more 1ndopgndent gsam-
ples than when based on any single sample,

It is this test of replication that I propose carrying out in so
far as the data are available from The Mcllaster Study of Life in the City,
a survey carried out in the North End of Hamiltom in the summer of 1962,
In this thesis my concern is to study the differences in the unintended
by-products of religious affilistion in Catholic, Anglican and “"Other

Major Protestant" groups, ae they are manifested in secular activity.

Research projects conducted in Canada tend to look toward similar
studies conducted a few hundred miles to the south, in the United States.
While many of the latter provide useful “guide lines", yet it must be re-

membered that, in many of ite aspects, Canadian society provides both =

6Lonnki. op.cit,, p. 368.

*See p. 220 for location of the area.



contrast to, as well as 2 continuity with, its neighbouring nation.

As John Porter has pointed out in his study of ggg_ﬁggggglg_ggggg7
in Canada, there is an association between economic activity and relig-
ious affiliation, and between religious and ethnic roles. It is quite
evident from research that the religious affiliation of the individual is
also linked to his social class origins. Althoﬁgh this is also trae for
the United States, the location of the majority of the members of a pare
ticular denomination in one segment of the social class sysiem may or may
not be identical for the two countries., For example, the 'English spesk-
ing economic elite in Cenada heve been attracted to Anglicanism as 2
religion. In the United States, although many of the great entrepreneurs
were Baptist, it would sppear that at present Eplscopalianism has become
the religion of the corporate elito'.s The historical development of
Church and State relationships has been different in the two countries.
As 8.D. Clarks has indicated, the Anglican Church was, at one time, the
state church in certain areas of Ganada.9 Thig was very different from
the situation in many areas of the United States at a similar time period.

» 9.0, Clark has presented

geveral of the historical factors which heve contributed to the differ-
ences between the United States and Cenada, He writes:

Upper Canada inherited the strong religious tradition
of the American frontier but shared in little of the

7John Porter, extract from "The Fconomic Elite and the Social
Structure in Canada", im B, Blishen gt al., op,cit,, p. 494,

81b1a., uou.
9see $.D. Clark, Church and Sect in Canada, (Toronto, Univ. of

Toronto, 1948),




equally strong rationalist tradition associated with
the great eastern universities and with the political
and social thought freting out of the American and
French revolutions,t®
He states also that religion has had a far greater influence in
Canada than in the United States and that the free play of economic fore
ces has been checked in Cansda by political, cultural and religiocus ine

fluences.
The peculiar political and cultural insecurity of
the country in the face of, first, the rapid expan-
sion of the neighbour to the south, and second, the
deeply embedded and often bitter ethmic and region-
2l dissensions among the population has led to a
considerable dependence upon religion as & force in
painteining community solidarity. At no time has
religion sssumed an insignificant role in the life
of the Canadian community. On oaeanign. it has
been a force of dominant importance,

Moreover, in contrast to the situation in the United States,
the sects in Canada have been less important in breaking down the organe
ized religious structure, but rather they were incorporated into the
latter and were supported by the whole colonial political system. Clark
concludes that they were therefore less lmportant in 'releasing the ener-
gles of the population for economic pursuita'.lz He assumes that the
ethical system of economic enterprise is opposed in many ways to that of
religion.

Clark also notes that there is a greater emphasis on tradition

105.p, clark, The I
of Toromto, 1962) p. 180,

llzbigig P 168"‘9.
21v14,, p. 180.

7o (Toronto, Univ.



in Canada and this he attributes to the absence of & great political or
social upheaval in this country. Canada retained her ties with Britain
28 a colony, a deminion and as a member country of the Commonwealth. In
the United States on the other hand, there was a sharp break with the past
at the time of the American Revolution. But for Canada

At no time in their history have the people turned

their back on the past and placed their whole faith

in the future. The lack of such an emotional ex-

perience has affected the development of all aspects

of Canadian society. It is this which accounts for1

what is most distinctive in the nationsl character. >

Kaspar Neegele has written:

The difference lies elsewhere: cultural values and

social patterns in Canada, in contrast to the United

States, seem more muted. The sppe values are valued

~=but with much more hesitancy.
He indicates four areas of differentiation between Canada and the United
States. There is less emphasis on equality in Csnade end a greater ac-
ceptance of limitation of the hierarchical pattern. There is lese
optimism, less faith in the future, less willingness to risk capital or
reputation, Moreover, Canada is & country of marzinality.

Canadian soclety finde itself encompassed by a cultural triangle

which reaches out to embrace the United States, Great Eritain and France,

#ithin Canada, society gravitates around two main cultural centres,

English Canadian and French Canadien. In addition there are many diverse

13!21_[. Ve 1980

lhxa-par Naegele, "Some Heflections", in B, Blishen gt. =al.,
22:.9..*.5.:.. Pe 27-



7
ethnic snd cultural groups within its boundaries. However, there is an
overall unity of Canadian socliety which nevertheless binds together a
diversity incorporating important alternatives. This diversity is appar-
ent at several levels. The groups to which members adhere may, in many
cnses, be overlapping., There are divisions of class, of rural and urban
beckground, se well ns religious membership, to name just a few of the
many possible vnrl.blon.ls

Several Aecades sgo, in the United States, the "melting pot"
theory was prupcundod.ls It was assumed that, when mass immigration
censed, North Americe would eventuslly sttein one common culture. That
which was deemed of most value from each ethnic group would be retained
and absorbed snd thc‘balanca would be dropped with the rassage of time.
Now that immigration in the United States has been reduced from 2 torrent
to a trickle Americen gocisl scientists ere rescsessing the situation,
Buby Jo Kennedy has contributed an enlightening study entitled “Single or
Triple Melting Pot? [Intermsrrisge in Few Haven, 1876—1950‘.17 In it
she hes shown that the pattern of intermarriage has been changing through
the years, from being bdased formerly on national-orizin endogamy to being
baged currently on religious endogemy. The latter fzlle intc three broad

categories in the United States, Cstholic, Protestant and Jewish endogamy.

155es Naegele in AMd.. pp. 1-53.

1659a Zangwill in Oscar Handlin, Immi

17Ruh7 Jo Kennedy, “Single or Triple Melting Fot?! Intermarrisge

in New Haven, 1870-13:0." in Ameriean Journal of Sociology, Vol. XLIX,

Jan, 19“&-
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Will Herberg in his book Protes '8  has further

generalized and developed this theme. In speaking of American society

he has shown that these three subcultures are all subsumed under the
secular "American Way of Life". Nottingham considers this to be a more

or less secularised version of the values of religious origin -- activism,
universalism and 1ndlvidualisn.19

Lenski has gone further than Herberg inm his religious subdivision
and has split the Protestant group racially into negro and white sections
in contrast to each other and to Catholic end Jewish subcultures.,

On the Canadian scene, Naegele has proposed that there are three
deminant religious contrasts, the Romen Catholic, (especially in its
French Canadian version), the Anglican and the Calvinist-Presbyterian.
10f course there is marginal end middle ground between them. This tri-
angle is embedded, in the wider contrasts of Christian, Jew and the many
that are naithor.'20

The Roman Catholic group might be subdivided into Irish, Italian
end many other European groups in addition to the ¥French Canadian socio-
religious subculture. The Anglican looks towards ite English mother-
church whereas the Calvinist-Presbyterian finds at least two main groups

of adherents, those from Scotland and those from central and northewest

Europe.

18?111 Herberg, Protestant, Catholic, Jew, (New York, Doubleday
Anchor, 1960),

190 Elizabeth K. Nottingham, Relizion and Society, (New York,
Random House, 1954) p. 73.

20gaspar Naegele in B, Blishen et sl., op.cit., p. 52.
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lmmigration

Canada is etill receiving immigrants. However, the percentage of
the total population which they represent is not as great now ag it was
immedi ately prior to the First World War, In 1913 there was a 5% increase
in the population through immigration whereas in 1357 the increase was
only 1.75.21 In 1946-51 the number of immigrants arriving in Canada wae
463,977, end in 1951-56 it was 733.‘161.‘?2

This influx is not equally distributed over Canadian territory.
*As in previous years, Untaric and Quebec received the greater part of the
1nflux.'23 Many of the immigrants have sought employment in the large
cities of these two provinces and certaln cities, because of their thrive
ing industries, ere attracting more immigrants than other cities of com-
parable gize, In Ontario, Toronte and Hamilton are well-known for the
large proportion of immigrents which they receive. In the latter, the
“North End" of the city ie one of the areas where immigrants tend to
settle and where they are replacing the British residents of the district

who are tending to move towards the suburbs,

At the outbreak of World War I the North End of Hamilton was

occupied predominantly by English and Irish immigrants and their descen-

21! !oyfit: 'The Changing Oanadlan Population" in §.D. Clark,
¢ Chanzir nadien Society, (Toronto, Univ., of Tor-

‘ po o

see Cenada Year Pook 1961, (Ottawa, Dominion Bureau of Statis-

tics), p. 184,

23cenada 1963, (Ottewa, Dominmion Bureau of Statisties, 1963),
p. 26.

onto.w193'
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dants. English spinners and weavers particularly were attracted by the
presence of the Canadian Cotton Mill in the vicinity. Oradually, the
24

other ethnic groups began to move into the area. Italians came,
bringing with them both relatives and friemds. In particular, Sicilians
came from the village of Racalmuto, in Agrigento, Sicily. Informants
state that there are now 8,000 Racalmaltese living in Hamilton, out of
an original village population of 15,000,

French Camadians are now moving into the North End, Also East-
ern Europeans, Poles, Ukrainians and Russians have entered the area, and
more recently, Hungarians, There are relatively few Germans living in
this district. A small number of negro and Japanese families make their
home in this area. There is a notable absence of Jewish people in the
North End,

Whereas at one time the Canadian Cottom Mill provided employment
for many people, at the present it is the nearby steel mills which pro-
vide the most desirable jobe for the local people, that is, in terms of
remuneration. The most important steel mills are The Steel Company of
Canada, ("Stelco") and Dominion Foundries and Steel ("Dofasco").

In the present study conducted in the North End of Haﬂilton.es

it was found that, when the population under consideration was divided

2Vcanada Yoar Book, 1963, (Ottaws, Queen's Printer), po. 139-207.

25The data utilised in this thesis was originally collected for
“The McMaster Study of Life in the City" under the direction of Dr. Frank
G, Védlee and Dr, Peter Pineo. It is popularly known as “The North End

Study".
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into immigrant generations the proportion was as follows:

Pirst generation 37.54% ) B
Second generation 25.25% ) 2. 719
Third generation 14.68% ) .
Fourth generation 22,53% ) 37.21%

The first generation includes those who had arrived in this country at
the ege of sixteen or over., The fourth generation includes all those
whose grandparents were all born in this country.

The proportion of first and second generation immigrants in this
sample from Hamilton is much higher than that found in many studies in
the United States. It is therefore probable that the "triple melting pot"
has not yet become fully differentiated in this part of Cansda. Whether
it will ever go develop is & matter for theoretical debste. Among the
62.79$ first and second generation immigrants it is expected that the
correlates of the ethnic factor will modify the correlates of the relig-

ious factor. Herberg states:

Une thing, however, he (the immigrant) is not
expected to chenge and that is his religion.
And so it ie religion that with the third gen-
eration has become the differentiating element
and the context 2% self-identification and
social location,

Herberg's statement is, of course open to discussion, and will be dealt

with in wmore deteil in a later section.

zsﬂorborc. op.eit., p. 23.



ult ; * i

Weber, in his book The

3;;?7 has attempted to demonstrate that there is an affilistion between
the dominant religion of & culture and the secular institutions found
within it.zs Whereas the major emphasis in Weber is on the ideational
element of religion, that of Durkheim is on the social organization, in
the form of the integration of the individual into society. Durkheim has
shown that behaviour in the nonesacred realm (e.g. suicide) can be linked
to a soclsl fact such as religious organiution.zg

Gerhard Lenski has attempted to combine both viewpoints in his

study The Religious Negtor. FHe writes:

it is bYoth dangerous and misleading to suppose that

theology provides the only besis for explaining dife- crcec -2
ferences among religious groups. Such differences

are often a reflection of the influence of very mune

dane and materialistic forces -~ such as the position

of the group in the national hierarchy of status

groups. Thus neither a materialistic nor an ideal-

istic interpretation can fully explain the differ-

ences found among religious groups. Doth sats of

influences are operative most of the time.

It is not the purpose of this thesis to propound a theory of re-

ligious determinism, but rather to attempt to answer the guestions,

)

28899 pege 36 for a more detailed discussion of thie subject.

298ee page 31 for a more detalled discussion of this topic.
3%erhard Lenski, op,eit., p. 184,
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Vhat are some of the areass of secular life which are sssociated with a

particular religious affiliation? and, Why should this be so?

Lenski's recent Detroit area study has ;ndieated that Weber's
concept the "Protestant ethic" is time bound. That is, the emphasis on
worldly asceticism combined with the concept of the intrinsic worth of
work, was capable of generating modern rational bourgeois capitaliem
but may not be necessary for keeping the system in motion in its advanced
stages of development. At the present time in North America the emphasie
seems to be on credit buying rather than on saving to the point where
even the banks are advertising, "The difference between wishing and having
is & ... loan", The slogan of travel agencies has become "Go now, pay
later", The trade unions are advocating a shorter work week for the gene
eral good of the economy so that more of their members may find employ-
ment .

As Lenski has indicated:

this concept (the Protestant ethic) is one which is
temporally limited. That is to say, the Protestant

Ethic was a constellation of charecteristics which
occurred in conjunction with one another at a par-
ticular period in history., But like astronomical
constellations, some of the elements involved have
slowly drifted apart so that ihe constellation has
lost its original charaoter.3

3169rhard Lenski, op,cit., p. 358.
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Az Thomas O'Dea had already intimated in American Catholic Dilemma,32 the
elements of the "calling” and "economic asceticism" are no longer part of
this constellation of the Protestant Ethic in the United States. There
are indications that this statement may also apply to Canada at the pres-
ent time., In his study Lenski states that:

we have not found much evidence that the doctrine of
the "calling" is a vital force in contemporary Ameri-
can Protestantism, Neither does our evidence suggest
that present-day Detroit Proto:tagts are strongly
committed to economic asceticienm, ’

However, Lenski's study did provide "strikinmg support" for Weber's
thesis that:

each of the mejor religions of the world develops
ites own distinctive orientation toward all of the
major phases of human activity, and thus comes to
exercise an influence on the development of other
major institutional systems in society, an influ-
ence which canngt be accounted for merely in
economic terms.

In particular Lengki's study confirmed Weber's hypotheses which
were developed for an earlier era, namely,

1) Protestants are more likely than Catholics to
rise in the economic system,

2) Protestants tend to have a weaker extended
family system.

3) Protestants view work differently than Catholiecs.
4) Catholics are more likely to adopt a traditiomal-

istic orientation to life whereas Protestants are
more likely to adopt a rationalistic orientation,>?

3thomas 0'Des, American Catholic Dilemma, (New York, Sheed and
ward, 1958), ch. IV,

33Lonuk1. op.cit,, p. 358.
Hvia,, . 357
3see ibid., p. 357.
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This last finding ig of great significance because it suggests one reason
why the Catholics are less likely to be "successful" in economic enter-
prise. Qur present system is committed to rationality and to the concept
of "progress", which of course implies change. The Catholic ethic would
therefore seem to be less compatible with the North American secular
ethic,

With regard to the first three hypotheses, in as far as the col-
lected data will permit, it is proposed to test these and see whether
they are also applicable to the residents of the Horth End of Hamilton,

As far as Lenski's negative findings are concerned, in the ares
of economic asceticism and the concept of the "calling", my proposal is
that Protestant North-enders, like the Detroit Protestants, will not be
strongly committed to economic asceticism. On the other hand, first and
second generation immigrants from more traditionally-minded Europe mey
still show evidence of a commitment to economic asceticlsm and to the

"calling®.

Within the two separate branches of the Christian Church, Catholic
and Protestant each incorporates a basic unity of outlook and purpose.
Nevertheless, this unity is seen to be composed of many intertwining

strands, which may be derived from diverse sources.

Ernst Troeltsch divides Christianity into two "Ideal-types", the

Shurch which endeavours to be universal and encompass the entire population



of a given area, and the gect which is a comparatively smell group, as-
piring after inward perfection and direct fellowship between the members.36
The sects are connected with the lower classes whereas the churches are
connected with the upper classes. The church, by its very structure, has
to accommodate itself to soclety, but the sect prides itself upon being
different from and separate from society.

$5.D, Clark has added a third category, the denomination. This
might be considered as occupying an intermediate position between the
church and the sect., Usually this group has commenced as a sect and is
in the process of becoming a church. In our North End study, the Frotes-
tant sample has been divided as follows:

Church type Anglican

Denomination Major Protestant groups, e.g. United
Church, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Baptist

Sect tyve Minor Protestant groups, e.2. Jehovah's
Witnesses and Mormons.

The numbers of respondents in the “sect type" were too small to be inclue
ded in this study (N = 7) and have been discarded.

Becauio of the distinctive history and outlook of the Anglican
church, its adherentes have been treated as a separate group. In Canadian
Protestantiem, the Anglican Church most nearly approaches Troeltsch's
chureh type. It was not until 1854 in Upper Canada that the policy of
clergy reserves of large tracts of land, given by the State to this group,

wes abandoned. We would anticipate much less differentiaztion within the

36830 Ernst Troeltsch, The
(New York, Harper, 1960), Vol. I & II.



17

Anglican communion than 1z found within other Frotestant groups, since
the Anglicans, as thelr nsme indicates, are predominantly of Anglo-
Saxon stock,

The major Protestant denominations are, for some purposes, pre-
genting s united front s2s they join together in the Canadian Council of
Churches., They frequently cooperaste in missiconary endeavours and some
of thege religious bodies produce Jjoint publications. The denominations
repregented in the North ¥nd include Lutheran, Presbyterian, Urited Church
and Baptist groups.

lutheranism was originally a territorial church in Surope,
slthough it has nover held this status in Canada. The variocus Lutheran
groups in Canada today show marks of the ethuic origin of its adherents.

The Presbyterians are frequently of Scottish or Central-European
descent, Its organization shows many of the characteristics of the
“church" type.

The United church was formed in 1925 of a union of Methodists,
Congregational and gome Fresbyterian elements. It therefore had its
orizin in both sect type and dencminational type. It may be observed
that it has progregsively become more church-like, with less stringent
requirements for membershlp in recent years.

The Baptists are divided into Convention Baptists and Regular
(or Fellowship) Baptists, with the former showing themselves to be nearer
the “church-type" end of the continuum snd the latter ncarer the "sect-

type" end.
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Liston Pope in Millbhendg and Preacherg names twenty-one charace-

7
teristics of the "sect" which distinguishes it from the "church" type.3

Churchness, he observes is correlated with high socio-economic status,
and conversely sectness is associated with low soclo-economic status,
However, Russell Dynes in his study of this iuhqect suggests that the
differences between individusle affiliated with different religious
bodies "are the result of socleo-economic factors correlated with member-
ship in certain denominations and are not just the simple consequences of
doctrinal pO:ition.“Ss Therefore
individuals of different denominations but equivalent
socio—economic status may be more similar in certain
religious attitudes than individuale of the same de~-
nomination who differ in socioeeconomic status.

If thie is so, and it seems to be confirmed by lLenski's study,
then those of the major Protestant denominations (excluding Anglicans,
for reasons previously mentioned) in the North End study should show a
fair degree of similarity in attitudes and behaviour since they are most-
1y working-class people. “Eighty-six per cent of the household heads
hold blue collar Jjobs . . . Those few who have white collar jobs include
small storekeepers and clerical workers; in many respects they blemnd in

40
with the blue collar workers making the area extremely homogeneous."

3TL1ston Pope, Millhands and Preachers, (New Haven, Yale, 1942),
pp. 122-12Y4,

383n:soll R. Dynes, “Church-sect Typology and Socio-”conomic
Status” in Milton Yinger, ed., Religion : and the Indivi
(New York, Macmillan, 1963), p. 78.

31bid,, . ¥79.

1“)Petox' Pineo, Analysis of Marginals, Preliminary Report, North
End Study, mémeo, (Ottawa, Carleton Univ., 1963), pp. 1 & 2,
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In hie preface to the revised edition of The Relizious Factor
Lenskl answers his critics for failure to take into account the denominse
tional differences within the Protestant group:

I found so few differences == which I felt I could
prove to the satisfaction of other sociologists --
had their origin in denominationalism that I even-
tually abandoned the effort. There gre differences
as I point out in appendix III, but those which can
be shown to be statisticelly significant almost
without exception \rﬁfhh with controls for class

or region of birth.

In conclusion, then, the North End sample is to be divided into
two groupe of Protestants, -- Anglicans and Other Major Protestent Denome
inations., The latter become more homogeneous than their denominations
as a whole, since the sample is drawn from the same arees of residence and

from a similar socio-economic background.

(b) Catholiclisn
Although the Catholic Church presents a united front vis & vis

other religious groups, yet it should not be forgotten that it too has a
multilithic structure, Falardeau writes that each order

has tended to specialize in a particular function of

the total ministry of the church and to pursue this

function smong a given social segment of a particulsr

country or of the Catholic world from which it has

eventually drawn its members.
Since the Catholic parishes of fer similar services they will tend to

operate in competition with each other. "Each order, baving its own

1penski, gp,cit., p. xi.

427ean-C. Falardeau, "The Parish as an Institutional Type", in
Blishen et. sl., Op.cit,, p. ¥12,
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religious style will get & parochial flock used to its manners and to a
pattern of more personal relationships in the performance of its officisl
or informal duties.""3

However, in the Korth End of Hamilton differences between parishes
appear to be predominantly ethnically-based.

Studies which have investigated Protestant and Catholic differen-
ces have sometimes attributed to religion that which could be better ex-
plained by reference to othnicity.hh It is probable that during the < :
course of this research differences will be apparent tetween French Cens-
dian, Irish, Italian and Rastern European Catholics. It is anticipated

that these differences will be greatest among first generation immigrants.

In spite of internal differentiation ‘my: thesis mainteins that
there are in the North End of Hamilton, three basic and separate socic-~
religious subcultures, each with its distinctive ethos and bdehavioural

patterne. Dats will be examined in the following areas: economic,

political, and kinship.and friendship visiting patterns.

“31014,. p. b20.

hhﬁ.o Rosen's comments on this subject, quoted on page 90.
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It is the purpose of this thesis to determine whether religious
affiliation is an important variable in relation to economic, political
and family life. In this study of the North Bnd of Hamilton, it is
proposed to divide the sample into three groups, -- Catholic, Anglican,
and Cther Major Protestant Denominations., In certain cases ethnicity
uay be a more important variable than religion since many of the immi-
grants to Hamilton are of comparatively recent origin., The methodology
employed will take the form of multivariate analysis.

Reasons for conducting this research are as follows:

1. To study the sociology of religion is to work in
most of the sreas of major interest to sociclogy.

2, There ie & dearth of good empirically and theo-
retically based research in the area of the
sociology of religionm.

3. Few studies have attempted to show the influence
of religion while controlling for ethnicity amd
‘socie seconomic class.

L, There have been no comprehensive studies yet done
An Canads in the sociology of religion. (As noted
earlier, there are several ways in which Canada
differs from the United States, and therefore
extrepoletion from American studies may not 2lwaye
be Justified.)

5. Tests of replication are needed for Gerhard lenski's
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study The Jeliglous Factor to confirm or disconfirm

the important findings contained therein., My re-
search will include an attempt to replicate part of
Lenski's study.

It therefore follows that this thesis should prove to be a very
gsignificant research study, which will expand our knowledgze of Canadian
Society and the relative importance of religious affilistion within that
gociety. In so doimg it will fill in some of the present gaps of socioe

logical knowledge in this country and may prove to have wider spplication,
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PTHECHETICAL ORIENTATION

Although 2ll the mejor religious bodlot‘in the Western world
emphasize that religion should influence beheviour in gl) areas of life,
yet a recent survey has shown that the majority of laymen consider that
religzion has no effect on politics or in business.hs In epite of popue-
lar opinion to the contrary, studies in the last decade have shown that
religious affilietion ig related to voting behaviour, social claes,
occupational choice, rates of deviance, ete. Thie relationship has
been shown still to hold, even if the religilous affilistion group con-
sists of only marginel members. (i.e., those who very seldom or never
attend the services or meetings of the religious group to which they
elaim to bolonc.)hs

Soclologiste are faced with two important questions in the area
of the association of religious affiliestion and secular behaviour and
attitudes.

1. How do religious communities maintain the

differences in their "way of life"?

h5$ncrican Institute of Public Opinion survey quoted in Milton

Yinger, Beligion, Scolety ond the Individusl, (lNew York, Wacmillan,
1963)0 p. 25.

l‘69‘;-9 Lenski, op.cit,, especially discussions of associational
as compared with communsl involvement.

23
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2, 'hy should religion, and especially nominal
affilistion, influence secular behaviour, and
how have these differences arisen?
This chapter will attempt to present some of the answers to these two

important questions.

When we consider religious membership, as claimed by the respon-
dent, there are two factors which should be distinguished. In the first
place, asgociation, as measured by Lenski through

a) attendance at worship services,
b) attendance at some churcherelated group. activity,
and secondly, the socio=-religious subcommunity involvement, which is
evaluated by
a) marriage partner's religious alignment,
b) religious affiliation of the majority of
the respondent's relatives,
¢) religious affilistion of the majority of
the respondent's friend:.h7
Both aspects are included in the term socio-religious groups, although
there is very little correlation between associational and communal ine
volvement, as shown by Lenski's data.he

Studies indicate that religious groups tend to be endogamous,

Ruby Jo Kennedy showed that, in New Haven, religious affilistion wae a

u7Sac Lenski, op.eit,, p. 23.
481pid,, p. 23.
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more important factor than ethnicity in the selection of a marriage part-
ner.u9 In Canada in 1957 the percentsge of interfaith marrisges has

been stated as follows:

Protestant 11.6%
Catholie 11.5%
Jews 6.3550

The Canadian rate in 1957 is almost identical with that found in the
special census in the United States during the same ysar.51 It would
appear then that the majority of familiee on this continent are relig-
iously endogamous.

With religious homogeneity there would be a gtrong tendency for
the children of the families concerned to be socialized to the value sys~
tem of the religious group of the parents., Noreover, religious transfer
of membership is relatively uncommon and has been estimated at less than

52

five per cent, It is significant that interfaith marriage has been

referred to as the 'most sensitive index of ssparat!oa'53 of religious

groups.

In The or Cerhard Lenski found that respondents in

the Detroit area made their friends mostly within their own religious

groups (i.e. White Protestant, Negro Protestant, Catholic or Jewish).

kg‘ﬂm m. Pe 23-

5Opavia k. Heer, “Ine Trend of Interfaith Marriages in Canada:
1%'1957“ American Socliglogical Neviewn '(Aplp 1962)
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Therefore, the majority of peorle, states Lenski, tend to grow up in and
to continue their social contacts within one socioe=religious group which
ie a subculture with its own attitudes to life., Studies of voluntery
organizations indicate that they are frequently eplit along religious
lines, in sddition to racisl cleavages,

It can readily be recognized that where the family is religiously
homogeneous, as the majority of North American families are, the children
will be primarily exposed to the value systems of one socio-religious
subculture in their early formative years. Since friends of parents are
also predominantly of this same group, they will reinforce the values
learned in the home. In the case of Catholic children who attend Separe
ate schools, we would expect the association with teachers and with peer
group to further intensify the internalization of the Catholic value
system,

Elizebeth Nottingham hss suggested with regard to religion and
orgenized, voluntary organizations:

since by their very nature Protestant congregations
ere rather loosely orgenized voluntary groups, they
function best if their members feel st home with one
another , . . Religious organizations whose partici-
pants experience their togetherness sacramentally
rather than socially, most notably the Cetholic
Church, have been the most effective in bringing to-
gether members of diverse social classes. The less

inclusive character of Proteastant churches also ex-
tends to racial and ethnic groups.

shSoe Myhra S. Minnis, "Cleavage in Women's Organizations", in
Robert W, O'Brien, Clarence C. Schrag, Walter T. Martin, els., Beadings
in Genmeral Soeciology, (Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1357), pp. 22-28.

PNottingham, op,eit., pp. 78, 79.
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Not only do peorle tend to join groups which are composed of
people similar in meny respecte to themselves, but also the religious
group gives to the individual a sense of belonging,

To have & name and an identity, one must belong some-
where; and more and more one "belongs" in America by
belonging to a religious community, which tells what
he is. )

As Yinger hes sugeested, the religious group, for many people,
in a day of depersonalization, answers the important question, Who am 1?7
Belonging and identification are very important in a society where many
of the members are moving either horizontally or vertically or both.

William H. Whyte hae suggested that the religious group frequente
1y forms the roots of the new suburbie, where friendeships are masde within
the context of sz community United Protestent Church. 'The quest among
the transients for a socially useful church is & deeply felt one! 28

Almost all Americans identify themselves with one of the major
religious groups. Yinger hes pointed out that only three per cent of the
59

sample feiled to do so in a public opimion poll. The situation seems
to be similar in Canada., In the North End study in Hamilton, omly 1,09%

stated that they had no religion, or that they were agnostic or atheist,

%ﬂerbcrg. Sp.cit,, p. ko,

57‘!ingor.

%%y1111an H. ¥hyte, The Qrzanization Man, (New York, Doubleday
Anchor, 1956), p. 422,

3¥inger, B ne_Individusl, p. 279.
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Oaly three of the respondents in this sauple failed to identify them-
selves with a religious group,

Moreover, the mass media, although presenting a variety of view~-
points, tend to reinforce that already adhered to by the respondent,
through a process of selectivity. It is a well-known fact that people
tend to listen and to read that with which they are in agreement. The
mass media, then tends to reinforce tendencies which are already latent
in the individual. He preserves his security by sealing himself off
from propaganda which threatens his attitudsl.ﬁo Although the radio
stations in Hamilton and region, broadcast a wide range of religious
services, it is probable then, that the local people tend to listen to
the religious viewpoint with which they are elready, at least partially,
in eccord., Similarly, the local newepeper, Ihe Hemilton Spectator, al-
though reporting news from all the local churches with which it is in
contact, is probably read on a selective basis.

Prejudice is another factor which keeps groups apart, Wherever

61

there is prejudice, group cohesion is reinforced states Yinger. Since
there are in Hamilton, occupational, educational and ethnic differences
between the religious groups, prejudice may be a factor which should be
taken into comsideration in the continued "separateness" of groups.

Religion may be regarded not only as & separator but 2lso as an

60800 Paul F, Lazarsfeld, Bernard Berelson and Hazel CGaudet,

The People's Choige, (New York, Columbis, 1352), p. xx.
8lvinger, Sogiology Looks at Religion, p. 80.
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integrator of soclety. Talcott Parsons writes, 'the religious movement,
beceuse of its relation to zeneral value integration, can claim a para-
mount Jurisdiction over human value-erlentations'.sg However, Parsons
recognizes that, in NHorth America, there ie not one fully integrested
valueesysten, but seversl that ere pertiaslly integrated. 'In the cire
cumgtences the very looseness of the religious integration ig function-

63

al,t
In our heterogeneous gociety it has been suggested that society
requires commonalities but that it also reguires freedom to be different,
Thie differentistion is rerresented by the mejor religious groupings of
Cansda, for it is the role of religion to define the ultimate values of
society. The commonalities of these groups form the secularised ethos
of this society, which may Ve designated as the Canadian way of life.
These veluee, derived from religious roots, as Yinger haeg pointed out,

65 They are imparted through

form the finel basis of the social order.
the socialization process. In this process the primary and reference
groups of sn individusl play an important part, and frequently are found
within the context of the soclio-religious group.

In an endeavour to asnswer the question, how do religious commu~

nities maintzin their differences in their way of life? it hes been

pointed out that religion ie the integrator of the value-system, The

Safaloatt Parsons, em, (Glencoe, Free Press, 1951)

e 1650
831b44., p. 308.
6h5ao Yinger, Sogiolo

Ssnngar. Religi
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value orientation to life is imparted through the family, which, for the
maejority of Canadians, is religliously homogeneous, It is slso imparted
in the peer group, the friendship group and the voluntary organizations
to which the religious affiliates may belong, GSelectivity in consump-
tionn of the informetion disseminated through the mess medias, together
with prejudice which may strengthen inegroup fn;aling. assgist in meintaine
ing separate socio-religious communities each with their own ethos and
wey of life. |
Fow to consider this problem at its theoretical level, As Tale

cott Parsons has frequently pointed out, there is a "normative orientae
tion" of action which regulates the behaviour of actors in interaction
within social systems.

In so far as ego's gratifications become dependent on

the reactions of alter, a conditional standard comes

to be set up of what conditions will and what will

not call forth the "gratifying" reactions,
Since gratification depends, in large measure, upon the approval of
others, there is a tendency for actors to interact within a social sys-
ten where the majority of value orientations are shared, Because relige
ion is one of the major integrators of values, it is highly probable
that individuals will gravitate towards groups with a similar religious
orientation, In a later section of this chapter, factors which modify
end subdivide religious groupings will be discussed,

This discussion of the way in which religious communities per-

60parsons, The Soa
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petuate their own distinctive value orientations brings up another basic
guestion, Why should religious affiliation influence secular activity?

and, How did religious differentiation arise initially?

Since the end of the nineteenth century men have been trying to
find explanations for the differences in attitudes and behaviour in the
secular realm that have arisen between Catholic and Protestant divisions
of the Christian church. Theories pertaining to several aspects of
this question will be discussed., Consideration will be given to the ine
fluence of religious values and social orgenization upon non-religious
behaviour and attitudes and also to secular influences upon religion.

It is therefore the reciprocal influence of religious and non-religious
activity which is under consgideration at the present time.

In Europe in 1897, Emile Durkheim noted the correlation between
religious affiliation and suicide rates. He showed the 'general aggra-
vation' due to Protestantism and the comparative immunity of Catholics,
this in spite of the fact that each group condemns suicide very severely.
By way of explanation of this difference Durkheim writes:

The only essential difference between Catholicism and
Protestantism is that the second permits free enquiry
to & far greater degree than the first . . . The Cath-
olic accepts his faith ready made without scrutiny
« o o The Protestant is far more the author of his

faith, The Bible is put into bis hands snd no inter-
pretation is imposed upon him,

67gmile Durkheim, Suicide, (Glencoe, Free Press, 1951), pp. 157
& 158. ‘
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Durkheim points out that, for the Protestant, free enquiry ie not a choice,
it ig an obligation, which originated with the overthrow of traditional
beliefs and the disorganization of accepted habits, Religious freedom for
the Protestants became & basic ethical value comments Talcott Parsons.sﬁ
Durkheim points out that Protestantism has fewer common beliefs and
practices than Catholicism and therefore concedes & greater freedom to

the individusl.

the greater concessions a confessional group makes to
individual Jjudgment, the less it dominates lives, the
less its cohesion snd vitality. We thus reach the
conclusion that the superiority of Frotestantism with
respect to suicide results ggou its being a less
strongly integrated church,

Talcott Persons comments on Durkheim's theory:

It (the Protestant church) is an association of those
holding common beliefs and carrying out common prac-
tices, but as an organized body it doee not have the
same authority over the individual in prescribing
what these beliefs and practices shall be,

It is, then, in the relation of the individual to
the organized religious group that Durkheim sees the
decisive difference. In one sense the difference
consists in the fact that the Catholic is subjected
to a gr?gp authority from which the FProtestant is

exempt,

Parsons has emphasized the importance to Protestantism of the
belief in religious freedom and the development of individuality plus

respect for others that they too may develop their own individuality,

68Talcott Parsons, The Structure of Social Action, (Glencoe, Free
Press, 13“9). p. 332.
9Durkheim, gp,cit., p. 159.
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Durkheim explains that this spirit of free inquiry and the individusal
responsibility left the Protestant more susceptible to the strains of
living in a complex society, and hence more liable to commit suicide
than the Catholic.

Nottingham, &8s we have noted earlier, hgn suggested that the
Protestants are united soclally whereas the Catholics are united sacra-
mentally. And the latter type of organization is more effective in
drawing together members of diverse social groups, i.e. different
classes, ethnic or raclal groups.

Gerhard Lenski has an alternative explanation for the differ-
ences found between Catholice and Protestants., He notes that Protestant-
ism should be broken down into two divisions, white and negro. His em-
pirical data shows that these are indeed two different populationes with
white Catholics falling between these two extremes. Research projects
which failed to take this into account have frequently indicated that
there is no difference between Catholics and Protestants in behaviour
or attitudes.Tl

The two Protestant groups have originated in two different sec-
tors of the population, The white Frotestants follow what might be
termed a "middle class ethic" whereas the Negro Protestants, as members
of a disadvantaged group, think and act in a manner appropriate to their
social situation. The white Catholics more nearly resemble the Negro

Protestants.

Tlgee Lenski's criticism of Stouffer's study on Catholic and
Protestant attitudes in Lemski, gp.cit,, p. 162,



Historically, the overwhelming majority of Catholics
have been members of the working class. Even more
important, throughout American history the majority
of leaders in the Catholic group have been persons
raised in the working class., By contrast, the

white Protestant group has always had a higher per-
centage of members in the middle class. Even though
the majority of white Protestants may not have been
reised in the middle class, the majority of leaders
probably have since their leaders are normally re-
cruited from higher status levels than other members

of the group.

Lensgki shows that it is neither economic or status situation
alone, nor theology alone which will provide a satisfactory explanation
of negro and white group differences. It is rather that both factors
must be taken into consideration, Similarly, we can explain differences
between various ethnic groups within the Cathoclic church as accounted
for, at least in part, by differences in the social situations of the
groups concerned, Moreover, the phenomena ig sometimes observed that
when the social position of a group changes it may still continue to
think and act in a manner appropriate to its previous social position,
Also, if the status position of & group is vastly different from the
economic position of a group it may follow the way of 1ife of the former,
rather than of the latter.

H. Richard Niebuhr states that:

theologlcal opinions have their roots in the relation-

ship of the religious life to the cultural and poli-

tical conditions prevailing in any group of Chri-tiann.73

T21p14., p. 130.

T35, Richard Niebuhr, i £ Denomi :
(Hemden, Conn,, Shoe String, 1954), p. 16.
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The church, explains Niebuhr, because of its inclusive nature, tends to
be allied with national, economic and cultural interests, whereas the ex-
clusive sect '1s the child of the outcast minority'.Th Nevertheless,
social, cultural and political conditions of a religious group mey be
thought of as imposing tations on the choice of alternative theolo-
gies and behaviour, rather then ss “conditionndé. (to use Niebuhr's
phrase), by these,

Niebuhr notes that frequently, for the immigrant in America,
religion was the only organization to maintain the unity of the ethnic
group, 'many an immigrant church became more a racial and cultural than
a religious institution in the New world.'75

It is interesting to note that Loz bbzs reversed this theory and
has suggested that the social differences are becoming less among various
segments of the populetion in the United States and that these are not s
source of further division but that the present trends are drawing the
groups closer together, These are now the social sources of ecumenicale
ism, and are working towards the development of & "common core" Protes-
tantism,

Turning now from theories which place a primary emphasis upon

social organization, let us examine some of the theories where the major

Thgm. p. 18,
Dsee 1bid,, p. 223.
T65ee Yinger, Sociology Looks at Religion, op.cit., pe 75.
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emphasis is upon ideological factors. Weber's thesis may be taken as a
convenient starting point,

In his comparative studles Weber sttempted to answer the ques~
tions, Why did modern rational bourgeois capitalism appear as & domine
ant phenomenon only in the West? What are the fiiff‘erentiatimg fectors
that account for its fallure to sppear i other cultures?!! Weber
compared economic conditions in Chine, India and Judes with pre-
Reformation Western Zurope. After comparing the religious ethic of the
dominant saector of the population he came to the conclusion that only
in Protestantism with its worldly ascetic ethic, was there & congruence
of the religious ethic with the "spirit of capitalism”, Within Protese
tantism there are differences which Weber readily recognized, He com=
pared the ethic of Calvinistic-Puritanism with Lutheranism, and showed
that the former was much more conducive to the growth of modern ration-

capitalisn
2l bourgeois/than the latter. This conclusion 'increases the probability
thet a mein differentisting element lies on the value plane.'’®

Through the tracing of the internal development of 'the Frotestant
ethic in the writings of its leasders, Weber comes to the conclusion that
the "dynamic" of the Protestant ethic itself directed the believers'
actions in a manner which gave a sustained impetus to the "spirit of
capitalism". This attitude of the spirit of capitalism may have been

found in isolated individusls previously, but it was now the dominant

Msee Parsons, The Structure of éw;al Action, op.cit., p. 512,
T8rbig,, v. 513. ’
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ethic of large groups of Protestant people. Their religious beliefs
had produced disciplined and acquisitive action tempered by worldly-
asceticiem, Weber concludes that religious ethics constitute & major
factor but not the sole factor, which differentiates great civiliza~-
tions from esch other., Weber was much more cautious in his statements
than many of his critice imply. Weber's position was that:

The religious determination of lifeeconduct however,

ig also one -- note this == only one, of the determine

ants of the econonic ethic. Of course, the religious~

ly determined way of life is itself profoundly

influenced by economic and political factors operating

within given geogrs p?écal. political, social, and

national boundaries.
Weber was predominantly interested in the interaction of ideas and
‘material conditions".ao for he recognized that there were non-religious
influences which were brought to bear upon religion.

Although modern rational bourgeois capitalism theoretically could
have developed independently of the Protestant Ethic, Weber arguees that
the former has not been found to be indigeneocus to any other civiliza-
tion., Moreover, Weber endeavoured to show that temporally the religious
ethic preceded the "spirit of capitalism". Capitalism itself, could be
run on a traditional basis but Weber felt that the modern form of capie
talism required the "spirit of capitalism" which ceme to fruition through

the emergence of the Protestant Ethic.sl

73!:9!_!!;_!3331. H,H., Gerth and C. Wright Mills, trans,, & eds.,
(New York, Oxford Univ., Galaxy, 1958), p. 268.

®05ee Yinger, Sociology Looks at Religion, p. 150.
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It is possible, as Yinger suggests, that Veber has insufficiente
1y taken into account 'the way in which Celvin himself, trying to be

effective in semicommercial Geneva, was partislly sheped by emerging

eapitalilm'.sz

Moreover, the "spirit" could have emerged before capritalism
itself, as Weber tried to show in the case of Benjamin Frangklin in
Massachusetts. In this New England state, capitalism had not fully de-
veloped but was "handicraft-oriented”., Wae the spirit of capitelism
already present? and did 1t give rise to the later economic order?
Weber answers in the affirmative, and attributes this to the Puritans
in that region, However, hig critice are quick to reply that Francklin
was not a Puritan,

However, Teswney hes suggested that:

“The capitalist spirit" is as 0ld es history and was
not, a&s has sometimes been said, the offspring of
Puritanism, But it found in certain aspects of later
Puritanism a tonic which §raecd its gnergies and for-
tified its already vigorous temper.

Whether one sides with Weber or with Tawnsy, the empirical evi-
dence suggests that there is a congruence of Frotestentism and capital-
ism., More recently Leneki's data haveconfirmed the theory that
religious belief antedates secular activity and indicates causality.

During the past decade several etudies have been published which

further strengthen the thesis of the causality of religious belief which

LGk, ppl 150. 1510

L 516 5 (h” YOX“E.
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directs secular activity into certein channels in the secular realm.
The series of studies of the Laboratory of Social Relations of Harvard
University, conducted in Western New Mexico are of particular interest.
They examined the value systems of five distinct cultural groups,
Naveho, FPueblo, Spanish-American, Mormon, and Texan homesteader. The
geographical environment into which the last two of these groups mi-
grated was very similar, but the way in which the groups solved their
environmental problems was entirely different and was influenced by
their velue systems. For the liormons this value system was directly
based upon their religious beliefs. The homesteaders from Texas were
for the most part, affiliated with the Baptist or Presbyterian churches,
but were also strongly influenced by the frontiermen's secular version
of "The American Way of Life".

In Thomas Q'Dea's study of the llornonsah the history of this
religious group is traced from the frontier society, out of which cere
tain members were eager to receive the new value-system presented to
them by Joseph Swith, As they accepted the new religious orientation,

a new type of organization was formed which in turan reinforced the
value-systen, of religious origin, which they had accepted. At the same
time that O'Dea was studying the Mormons in Utah and New Mexico, HEvon Z,
Vogt was conducting research among the neighbouring homestaadern.ss

The central hypothesis of the Values Study Project for which they were

working was that 'value-orientations play an important part in the

Shrhomas O'Dea, The Mormons, (Chicago, Univ. of Chicago, 1958).

858von 2. Vogt, Modern Homesteaders, (Cambridge, Mass., Harvard
Univ., 1955).
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shaping of soclial institutions and in influencing the forms of observed

86 Both villages studied on a comparative basis pre-

social action'.
sented local variations of generalized American culture., The contrast
is one of emphasis. In Rimrock, the Mormon village, the claims of the
community take priority over those of the individual, On the other hand
in Homestead 'cooperative sctivity tekes place only after certainty has
been reached that the claims of other individusls upon one's time and
resources are logitinatc'.a7 In Homestead, with its extreme emphasis
upon individualism, 'persons and groups become related to one another in
a competitive feuding ralationship'.se The effect of these differing
beliefs was illustrated by the authors. In Rimrock both good roads and
& school gymnasium were built through cooperative activity whereas in
Homestead the school gymnasium was begun and never finighed and the main
road was in disrepair and in fact had never been properly surfeced in
the first place, Each storekeeper had covered the sidewalk in front of
his own store.

The attitude: to work in the two communities was alsc contrasted,
and its influence upon the pattern of work and leisure activity was
noted, ZEvon Vogt writes:

The liomesteader believes in hard work, but unlike
the neighboring Mormons, he does not consider it

necessary or desirable to work hard all the time,
He appears to lack the Protestant REthic which pree

86!!&3 Z. Vogt and Thomss F. 0'Dea, "A Comparstive Stuﬂy of the
Role of Values in Social Actian in @wa southwestern Communities" in

Milton Yinger, ed., Religion, » (New York,
Macmillan, 1963), p. 563.

®T1vig,, ». 568.
881b14,, p. 573.
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vailed in the early settlements of Puritan lNew
England, and which still prevails in the indus-
trious American middle classes whose members
are not happy unless they are constantly busy
and whose vecations are almost =8 hectic as
their working daye. WNeither does he spend his
time as leisurely as do the Spanish Americans
or the Navahos. "I guess the pecple in Home-
stead expect to work hard in the working sggecn
and then loaf hard in the loafing season".

Vogt and 0'Dea conclude their comparative study with these words:

It is clear that the situational facts did not

ine in eany simple sense the conbtrasting
community structures which emerged. Rather,
the situation set limits, but within these
limits contrasting value-orientations influenced
the development of two quite different community
typee. It would appesr that solutions to prob-
lems of community settlement pattern and the
type of concrete social action which ensues are
set within a framework which importantly influ-
ences the selections made with the range of
posaibilit%as existing within an objective
situation.

Religious orientation, as the integrator of the value-system
is important, for it provides a value-orientation for ite adherents,
which in turn mey influence the type of choices which its members
meke in secular activity.

Evon Vogt credits Talcott Parsons with the suggestion that a
shift is taking place in the general value-orientation of American
soclety. More attention is being devoted to "fun" and "recreation"

after working hourn.gl The Protestant attitude towards work is under-

89voet, op.sit.., ». 109.
yogt & O'Dea, gp.city, p. 577.
IVogt, op.cit., p. 221n,
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going a gradual modification, Vogt also suggests that the loafing patte
ern is & regional subculture which is typical of parts of the South and
Southwestern United States. May it not also be lipked to behaviour
patterns of the lower social classes and to certaln ethnic groups? It
may also be mentioned as typical of certain urben areas as part of the
youth culture, This will be discussed further in the section on Work
and Leisure.

Another set of enlightening comparisons of two groups of differe
ing religious background, and its influence upon economic institutions,
might be a comparison of Saskatchewan secular cooperative farmers with
Hutterite communities in Western Canada. Henry Cooperstock demonstrates
in his study that cooperation among the Hutterites is motivated by ex=
plicit religious |anctions.92 Work, for them, is an end in itself,
whereas, for the Saskatchewan farmers in & cooperative, it is & means
to an end., The latter are a part of the secular community in which
they reside, whereas the Hutterite farmer is separated from the surround-
ing secular communities, Hutterite children are socialized early in life
to the religious values attached to cooperation, both by the school and
the church as well as in the home. Among Saskatchewan cooperative far-
mers, on the other hand, an individuslistic, competitive orientation
wag part of the family and community socislization pattern for the child,

The cultural isolation of the Hutterite from the rest of the larger

saaonry Cooperstock, "Cooperative Farming as a Variant Social
Pattern", in B, Blishen et, 2l1., op.cit,, r. 265.
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goclal region wae an important factor in the maintenance of religious
velues which differed from that of the surrounding communities.

Eaton and Weil in a study of the mental health of the Hutterites
came to the conclusion that their religious orieantation played a very
significant part in the lower rates of mental illness found in their
communities,

The Hutterites provide us with a very good example

of the mental health significance of ideoclogy and

beliefs . . . From the therapeutic point of view

religion can be both a positive and a negative men-

tal health element. It gives many Hutterites a

sense of great security, but is also responsidle

for the high frequency of guilt feelings . . . Cur

study supports the conclusion that religiocus cone

victions are likely to be important factors in the

symptomatic manifestations gf mental disorders, as

well as in their treatment.?)
Streseing the importance of the intensity with which religious bellef
is held, they continue 'Orthodox Jewe or devout Catholics should show
different symptoms from those who are less orthodox in the same faiths.'gu

Without a doubt, religious affiliation and belief, has meny
correlations with a very wide range of nonesacred activities in econ-
omic, political end familial spheres of activity and in the ares of
social deviance.

Perhaps this section of the chapter can best be summed up in
the worde of Milton Yinger:

Pargsons describes the way in which a major religion
setes the tone of o civilization in important ways.

3Joseph W. Baton & Robdert J. Weil, Culture and Wemte) Disorders,
(Glencoe, I1l., Free Press, 1955), pp. 216, 217.

F1vid,, p. 217.



This point is least likely to be misunderstood, as
he recognizes, if one also studies the conditions
which encouraged the appearance of s religion with
a perticular emphasis and the conditions which se-
lect & given theme fregsthc gseveral that are found
in a complex religion,

There are various factors which heve some bearing on the associa-
tion of religious affiliation and a particular type of secular activity,
These include active participation in religious association as contrasted
with marginality, religious endogamy or exogamy, urban or rural upbring-
ing, sex, ethnicity, and public as contrasted with church school educa-

tion, These will each be considered separately.

In most cases, where religion is influencing the tyre of secular
behaviour, the association of Church affiliation and specific secular
activity will be intengified with the group of respondents who actively
participate in their church life as compared with thoee who seldom or
never participate, As Joseph Fichter has pointed out, the marginal Catho-
lic does not fully sccept the values of the religious inetitution,

He may be said to be partially accepting the veslues

of the religious institution, yet partially reject-
ing them, because of their dissgreement with other

pal, introd. to article

by Talcott Parnons;r?ﬂeligian'as‘a SQurcuwof Creatlve Innovation", p., 558.
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insbitubionalized valuss,®

Gerbard Lenski has pointed out that the degree of involvement in
associational and comwunal activities show %o a very glight degree of
correlation to one snother, (as mentioned earlier.) Frequently the
values of the socio~religious community may be at variance with the
chaurches' officiel teaching. Aleo there are various orientations within
each church., Among the two most important dichotomies related to the
present study are orthodoxy versus heterodoxy and devotionalism versus
secularist eruntatiem.w Lengki found in his study conducted in
Detroit, that significantly larger percentages of Frotestants as compared
to Catholics of the same goclo=sconomic class, velued intellectual auto-
nomy above obedience in the training of their children., This, he suggests,
hag important implications for upward mwobility of these religious sectors
of society, esince intelleetu@l autonomy ie important for all positions of
executive responsibility and for the conducting of research. When the
attitudes of the clergy were compared, an even greater degree of differ~
ence was found between the two groups, Catholic and Frotestant., Ve
should therefore expect this difference to be reflected in the degree of
involvement of the respondents in associatiomal activity of the respond-
ents and their respective attitudes towards intellectual autonomy or

heteronomy. The marginsl members of both Catholic and Frotestant groups

%J‘asoph H. Fichter, “The Marginal Gathoum An Imtituuoml
Approach" in O'Brien, Schrag & Martin eds., Resdings in General

28X pe 387.
Msee Lenskl, op,cit,, pp. 22-26,
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would be expected to be more similar in their responses to specific
questions than the strongly committed members of each group.

In some cases, however, the reverse may be true, although for
different reasons. In the case of voting it is possible that active
members may be more aware of the interests of thelir own church in a
particular election and may vote other than in the traditional way of

their church group. This has been indicated in John leisel's study
98

conducted in Kingston, Ontario,

The respondents who are married to a spouse of the same relig-
ious group (i.e. in our semple this will be Cetholic, Anglicen, and
Other Major Protestant Denominations) can be expected to show z different
relationship between religious affiliation and non-religious activity
than the group of respondents who are married to a spouse of differing
religious affiliation, In a religiously heterogeneous marriage, the
primary group relationships with both family and friends of the partner
will not reinforce the religious orientation of the respondent in secu-
lar activity., There is likely to be compromise and in consequence the
respondents of these "mixed" marriages are more likely to resemble each
other in secular attitudes and behaviour, although they mey each gtill

claim their differing religious affiliation,

9B John Meisel, "Religious Affiliation and Electoral Behaviours,
A Case Study", in Canadian Society, op.cit., rp. 337-352.
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(e) Urban versus rurel upbringing

Respondents from rural backgrounds can be expected to be differ-
ently oriented to their respective soclo-religious groups than those who
were brought up in urban areas. It is well known that the population of
rural areas are traditionally more conservative in outlook than urban
people., There is a greater degree of homogeneity in the majority of
rural areas than there is in the large city. In the heterogeneity of
the urban context, it is probable that social class may have a greater
influence than in rural sress. It may in some circumstances have more
influence than religious affiliation, especially upon marginal members,

A study by Zimmer indicates that migrants from rural areas are
lees likely to participate in social clubs than their urban counterpartn.99
An exception to this will be found in the case of migrants from overseas,
who frequently participate in ethnic clubs. This is especially notice-
able amongst the migrants from Italy and Sicily in this study. Where
there is predominantly ome religion in the country of origin, ethnic

clubs can be expected to intensify the association of religious communal

involvement and secular activity of a specific type.

(4) Ethnicity

Within each religious group there can be expected to be found

differences in attitudes and behaviour which vary with the ethnic origin

993&:11 G. Zimmer, "Participation of Migrants in Urben Struc-
tures" in Hatt & Reies, eds., Cities snd Society, (CGlencoe, Free Press,
1961), pp. 730-738.
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of the respondents, Yinger has observed:

For the Irish, the Church was the rellying point for

national opposition to England, Later migrants from

Italy and Eastern Europe came from areas where the

Church was identified more easily with an oppressive

society then viig a movement of liberation and nat-

fonal identity.+00
In thig regard it must also be taken into comsideration that immigrants
have frequently come to Canasda in "waves" with different ethnic groups
predominating at various periods in history. Therefore ethnic genera-

tion must slso be taken into account.1°1

(e) Sex
Every society differentistes between the accepted roles of male

@Qd female. Socialization is "sex-typed" and therefore we can expect
to find differences between male and female respondents in certain
areas. For instance, in our society, politics is ususlly defined as a
subject in which men are expected to be more knowledgeable than women,
The men are therefore more likely than women to listen to new political
ideas, and hence to change politicel allegiance, when social conditions
change, than their female counterparts,

There is a difference too, in the occupational role of married

men and married women, Married women, being generaslly more isolated

100yinger, Sogiology Looks at Religion, p. 79.
1015e¢ Canada Year Book 1961, p. 184 ff,
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from the world of business than men, have 2 greater opportunity to choose
the people with whom they spend their time. The men, on the other hand,
are frequently working with members of other socio-religious groups and
experience a more heterogeneous enviromment, Men, therefore, are more
likely to hear differing points of view, to observe different behaviour
and to be exposed to different socio-religious attitudes than do their
non-working spouses. A corollary of the above statement is that where
women are working outside of the home, they will more closely resemble,
in both attitudes and behaviour, the rates of working men than those of

women who do not work outside of the home,

(f£) E

For Catholics, it seemsg probable that those parents who have

children in Separate schoole sre more likely to adhere to the official
norms of the church than those who do not, They have already shown the
importance that they attach to the church in education by sending their
children to a churcherelated institution., Those who prefer secular edu-
cation for their children will moet probably adhere more closely to the
way of life associsted with the communal rather than associational in-
volvement. With Protestants, there were no children being sent to churche
related educational ingtitutions, so that this area of differentiation
is not to be found within the present sample.

Among the factors which modify the association of religiocus
affiliation and "gecular" attitudes and behaviour, we have given consid-
eration to the degree of participation in religious organizations and

associations, religious endogamy or exogamy, urban or rurel upbringing,
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ethnicity, and public or churchereleated education of children.

Songlusion

In this chapter some of the theories have been presented which
deal with the "how" and "why" of differing religious ways of life %o
be found within a common Canadian secular society. There is mutual
interaction between the sacred end "secular" ways of life. At times
these reinforce one another and, on the other hand, they may at times
be in conflict with one another, producing groups of people who are
marginal to their respective religious associatione.

Whatever one's private orientation to a specific religious
group msy be, as & sociologist, the influence of religious ethic and
activity and its mutus) interaction with the "gecular" ethic and activ-
ity must be taken into congideration in any serious sociological
research pro ject.

So far this thesis has attempted to indicate the bearing of
sociological theory on empirical research, within the chosen area of
study. In the chapters to follow the reverse process will also be in-
cluded, and the impact of empirical research on current sociological
theory.  will be considered.

Thue, the challenge to the oncoming generation of
sociological researchers 1s to find better means
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of combining the methods of ewpirical research with
the methods of interpretation, of building existing
sociological theory as working hypotheses into ree
search, and using rmga.rch to generate new theory
and new hypotheses.

loalatuda White Riley, » (New York, Hare
court, Brace & World, 1963), Vol. I, p. 29,
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THE RESEARCH DESIGN

The present study is a secondary analysis of dats collected for

103 gne stuiy

other purposes, with different objectives in view.
therefore hag obvious gaps and limitations. It would, for instance,
have been advantageous to have included within the sample a sufficient
number of regpondents who are Frotestant Itallans to compare with the
attitudes and behaviour patternes of Catholic Itslians. This would
have provided some measure of control for ethnicity in the comparison
of groups of differing religicus affiliation. However, it is fortunate
that the British sample includes sufficient numbers of Catholics, Anglie
cans and "Other Major Protestant Denominations" to provide an adequate
basis of comparison.

The "time factor" 1s ome which could have been given greater
eea:idaratioa.lah For exauple, it may be desirable to know which of
the Catholic respondents attended a churcherelated school, and thus re-

ceived, early in life, a more intensive form of instruction in the

official view of the church, This would precede in time the choice of

1035ee page 10,

19“590 Paul ¥, Lazarsfeld, "The Cenersl Idea of Multivariate
Analysis", in Paul P, Lazarsfeld & Morrie Rosenberg, eds., The Language
of Social Research, (Glencoe, Free Press, 1955).
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a career, and could, therefore, have influenced that choice., However,
this information was not reguested in the original interview.

There is also insufficient information about friends of the ine
formant, A knowledge of the religious affilistion of the respondent's
friends would have made it possible to group the respondents according
to the degree of communal involvement. As it is, the only index is re-
ligious endogamy or exogamy. Our information indicates the present
affilietion of the spouse but a2 guestion was not asked about the prior
changing of religious affiliation although sometimes that information
wag volunteered, When it was included it wss coded accordingly.

In spite of the gaps and limitations of thisstudy, it does indi-
cate differentistion between three groups of relizious affiliates over
& wide range of "secular' areas of life, It does not represent an attempt
to provide "all the answers" concerning the influence of religion in
Canadian society. Rather, it is a beginning of the study of the sociology
of religion in one of the larger cosmopolitan areas of Ontario. It is to
be hoped that this study will stimulate interest and will be the “base-
line" for further research on this subject. Ae Robert Merton has written:

After all, sound theory thrives only on & rich diet

of pertinent facts . . . The new, and often prev-igga-
ly unavailable, data stimulate fresh hypotheses,

10580bert K. Merton,
Free Press, 1962), p. 1l2,
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This study follows the model of the sample survey technigue.
This procedure is quite similar to that used in the survey from which
Lenski drew his data.106 The data in the present study were gathered
through interviews with = representative random sample of the house~
holds resident in the Worth End district. A standardized-schedule of

questions was uszed by a team of trained interviewers,

(e) The Interviens

The relative values of interviewing as compared with observation
should be considered, lenski states of hies own study:

In these interviews individuals are questioned con-
cerning their attitudes, values, beliefs and patterns
of action, The interview thus becomes a substitute
for direct observation of the behavior of individuale,
This is & substitute which soclologists are somewhat
reluctant to make since it introduces an oprortunity
for error, tut it is invaluable for financisl and
other reasons. 3By interviewing a person the research-
er can acquire in a matter of minutes information
about his behavior which voui% require hundreds of
hours of direct observetion,lV7

Every effort was made to control interviewer-respondent bias
during this study. A two week training program was undertaken by the
directors of the research before initiation of the study. On completion
of a batch of gquestionnalres, the interview reports were examined for
biaged #r@b&na.

The respondents to be interviewed were listed according to street

blocks and were assigned to the interviewers on a chance besis. In each

1°6Lenak1,‘gnﬁ£;£‘. pp. 1227,
zozlﬂiﬂat p. 12,
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list male and female respondents were listed alternately, so that each
interviewer was assigned an equal number of male ani female respondents.
When the sample had been completed, it was found that 166 interviews
had been conducted by female interviewers and 161 by male interviewers.
In the extensive study of bias in interviewing by Herbert
Hyman}O' the suthor emphasizes thet much of the biss found in the
studies examined was the product of the interviewer's role expectations
of the respondent. The ideology of the respondent was found to be a
secondary cause of bias and much of its influence was avoided because
of the taskeorientation rather than social-orientation of the interview-
er, To emphasize this finding Hyman points out that negative findings
of interviewer ideologlcal bias were obtained in the Hlmira study of
presidential voting im 1348109
Hyman found that there was little evidence of interviewer

variation on fixed response opinion questions and on factual questions,
but that open-ended questions presented greater opportunities for bias
to occur, He lists the main sources of biss as:

misunderstanding of instructions;

nistakes in judgment of equivocal responses;

idiosyncratic definition of bis role by the

interviewer himself; proceeding from his om

Yeliefs as to the nature of attitudes and

respondent behaviour;

and nonobservance of prescribed procoﬁ&fs:
when situational pressures are strong,

1°°Horbcrt H. Hyman, Inte: serch, (Chicago,

Univ. of Chicazo, 1954),
1091v4q,, p. 128. .
IIQM- p. 283.
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in the present study the possibility of ethnic group bies wes

the most difficult to comtrol. Since some of the respondents did not
have sufficient knowledge of English, the interview necessarily had to
be obtained in their own tongue or in ome which they spoke fluently,
Some of the regular interviewing staff were specialists in one or two
languages, and in the case of Italian interviews two Italian-speaking
interviewers were trained in interviewing., The Italian interviews,
therefore, were conducted by only two male interviewers, those in Polish,
Ukrainian or Russisn by one male interviewer, and those in Portuguese
or Spanish by one female interviewer. It is therefore difficult to
prove that control has been obtained for interviewer effects. Moreover,
as Hymen himself suggests with reference to the 1943 NORC survey:

In this study we cannot, of course, know what the

perceptions of the respondents actually were, dut

the differences between the interviewer groups

tested appear to be differences in the degree to

which the interviewer wae perceived as a member

of the particular ethaic group. Our theory would

hold that as the likelihood of an organized per-

ception of the interviewer as a member of the

ethnic group increases we will find inereased

effects,11l

It would be possible to compare within the ethnic group those

respondents' responses, who were interviewed in English with those who
were interviewed in some other language. However, the differences bet-
ween these two sets of interviews may be valid differences, since these

two groups represent two populations which are presumabdly at two differ-

Ulrpig,, p. 163.
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ent stages of acculturation,

The interviews in the present study were conducted between Moy
and September, 1962.112 At the outset of the study each person to be
interviewed was sent a letter of introduction from the Department of
Sociology of McMaster University. Those persons who refused to grant
interviews were sent a further letter, which explained to them the im=
portance of their own respomse, A different interviewer was sent on
this second attempt and was frequently successful in gaining the confi-
dence of the respondent and in obtaining a satisfactory interview., A
few respondents could not be interviewed because of langusge difficule
ties, although this number was held to a bare minimum, where only one
or two people spoke a language within our .nlplt.ll}

Many of the interviews were conducted during the evening since
this was usually the best time of day to meet the working men and women
of the sample. However, quite a number of the working men were employed

on shift-work and could be interviewed during the day.

(b) Ihe Ssmple
The North End sample was chosen in a manner calculated to make

it as fully representative of the district as possible. The probadility

llaThn writer was one of the members of the interviewing team,
The coding was done later in the study by the four main interviewers and
was then double-checked under the capable direction of Dr., Feter Pineo,

11390r further details see Peter C. Pineo, “"Anslysis of the
Marginals®, Preliminary Report, North End Study, (Ottawa, 1963), mimeo.

P. N,



sample method was employed as follows:

1

All households located in the ares to be studied
were numbered in the order they are listed in the
1961 Vernon City Directory, i.e. by streets in
alphabetical order. There were 2208 households
ligted,

400 random numbers, without duplications, were
selected, all of which fall between 0001 and
2208,

Hougeholds bearing these numbers (in our number-
ing of the directory) represent the sample.

Case numbers from 1 to 400 were assigned arbi-
trarily. Interviews with male respondents were
to be obtained in the households desiznated by
even numbers, female where odd, in &ll house-
holds where both reside.

The sample is of households, not of families or
buildings or persons. The interviewer must de-
termine who is the household head, and interview
him or his wife. In cases of single people, by
which are included all people not presently
living with & spouse, the interview is conducted
with the head of the household, whichever sex

it might De.

The sampled area, according to census da{ihand
the research in progrese by D. Chandler, is
predominantly working class. It is diverse in
ethnic background, apperently 50% Anglo-Saxon,
about 175 Italian, about 9% Hungarian and Slavie
peoples, and the rest mixed European and Asiatic
nationalities,

114, onendler, "Class and Ethnic Residentisl Patterns inm
Hamilton", M.A, thesis in progress; McMaster University, 1964,
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Geograsphically, the area's boundaries are those
of census trect 14, It is bounded on two sides
by the bay (Hemilton Harbour), and on the other
two by railrosd tracks; it is thus somewhat cut
off end distinct., Parts of the arez are sched-
uled for an urban renewal project in the near
future: the present propossl is in terms of
razing about 250 houses igd constructing new
schools and park areas,t .

Of the 400 respondents, a number had moved and their houses or
epartments were vacant. In a few cases the houses had been torn down
in accordance with city planning projects. Our sample was thus unavoid-
ably reduced and of this new total 82.5% were successfully interviewed.

The raclial factor was eliminated by removing one Canadian-Indian,
four coloured, and four Japanese households from the sample,

The religion of the respondent was determined by asking the res-
pondent, “What religion do you consider yourself to be?" If the answer
was "Protestant”, the interviewer probed to ascertain the denomination.
The sample was then divided into Roman Catholic, Anglican, Other Major
Protestant Denominations, and Minor Protestant Groups. The Major Frot-
estant Denominations included Lutheren, Presbyterian, United Church,
Methodist and Beptist, and the Minor Protestant groups included Jehovah's
Witnesses, Mormons, ete, This latter section was too small to be con=-
sidered in the present study.

Becsuse of the small number of respondents with affiliations that
did not fit into the three remaining categories, the following groups

were removed from our sample: Greek Catholic, Greek and Romen Orthodox,

115From note by Peter Pineo, filed in the office of the Social
Planning Council of Hemilton, Sept., 1962,
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Jewish, "Atheist", "no religion" and "just Protestant -- no particular
denomination" were glso removed from the sample. We lost a total of
25 cases for the above reasons, It is of interest to note that only 4 of
the 327 cases, (that 1s 1,028) reported that they were "atheist" or "mo
religion"., No one in the sample indicaeted that they were agnostic. It
is evident then that the people in the North End of Hamilton in the over-
whelming majority of cases identify themselves with a specific religious
group,

It will be recognized from the above description that the North
End sample described above has & somewhat different compoeition from
that with which Lenski worked in the Detroit area. In the first place,
the religious groups in the North End are divided into Cstholic, Anglican
and Other Major Frotestant Denominations as compared with Catholics,
White Protestants, Negro Protestants and Jewish groups in the Detroit
study. In the second place the latter included an almost egual number
of middle class and working class respondents, whereas the Hamilton study
has approximately 90% working class and 10% middle class, if the distinc-
tion between white collar snd bdlue collar is taken to be a valid indi-
cator of social cless, However, as has been pointed out in an earlier
section, these two groups seem to resemble each other closely, according

116 4nother feature of differentia-

to obgervations by Dr., Feter Fineo.
tion was that in Detroit the msjority of immigrants are now third genera-

tion, whereas the Hemilton sample contained a large number of first and

1158.0 page 18,
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gecond generation immigrante, Neverthelese it will be noted that much
of the material presented in subsequent chapters confirms and supplements
the material in the original study and represents a preliminary attempt
to f£111 in some of the gaps in our knowledge of this area with reference

to the Canadian situation,

(c) Standardalised 5¢

A twenty~two page questionnaire was used for the interviews and

probing was indicated to give a lead to the interviewers beside the rele-
vant questions. This represented an attempt to make the probing as uni-
form as possible. The order in which the guestions were asked was
considered to be important and therefore the interviewers were instructed
not to change the order, or to leave any questions out until the end un-
less they came upon very sensitive areas of the respondent's life history,
and there was danger that the interview would be broken off, (e.z. the
enquiry as to marriege date when it was suspected that the marriage was
a common law one). The wording of the gquestions was kept the same for
each interview and read exactly as given on the interview sheet. Alter-
native questions were used for married women as against the standard
questionnaire in use for men and single, working women, more particularly
in the case of Jjob histories and shopping habits.

The interviewing staff had received a week of training and then
a pretest of the questionneire was used in a district similar to that
of the sampled area.

Following the pretest, the questionnsire was revised
by improving the continuity of the questions, removing



unworkable questions, sharpening or clarifying the

wording of some gquestions and adding new questions.

These new questions conmsidted of questions about

income, rent and number of rooms in dwelling unit,

as this information wes not available from other

sources.ll

Although several respondents were reluctant to be interviewed
at first, most of them parted with the interviewer on good terms. One
remarked, "At first 1 was really annoyed with you coming again, but
it's all right now". Another stated, "I wasn't interested snd I =m
still not interested . . . Oh well, if it's any use to you I suppose
that's all right then". One interviewer commented on the respondent's
reaction, "Pleased., Her grandson is a graduate of McMzster and she
wanted to know all about what the interviewer was studying". The average
time taken for the interviews was one hour and twenty-five Iiuutcs.lls
It is recognized at the outset that the interview method hss

certain linmitations., In the first place it camnnot mezsure behaviour
directly but only what the people say that they do, 1.e. it tends towards
the normative. Judging by the frankness with which many people confided
the “secret aspects" of their life histories, it is probable that most

of the respondents endeavoured to give the desired information 2s accu-

rately as they could remember it. Moreover, it is significant in itself

117!. Pamela Allen, "The Relation of Ethnicity and Income to Kine
ship Involvement and Voluntary Associstion Membership", B.A. thesis,
McMaster University, May, 1963, p. 13.

UBpeter c. Pineo, opg,cit., p. 31.
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that different grours of veople say that they do different things. Also,
it is realized that there are times when certain behaviour patterns are
over-reported or under-reported, but it is presumed that the rate of de-
viation from actual bebaviour will be similar for the various groups
concerned, (e.g. church attendance may be inflated).

Although the interview, as & technique, has limitations, it is,
nevertheless, & very valuable tool for use by the social scientist,
Reliable data can be obteined in this manner when the user is aware of

the limitations it imposee.
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SOCIAL CHABACTERISTICS OF THE THREE RELIGIOUS GROUPS

Before analyzing the data of this study, it is necessary to compare
the three religious groups in terms of a number of personal and soclal
characteristics which can be expected to be relevant to ecomomic, political

and familial areas of life.

(a) Family Ingome (See Appendix, Table IVa)
The median of family income, for Anglican and Other Major Protes-

tant Denominations, all fell within the $3,000 - $3,999 range, The modal
income for Catholice and Anglicans wes also in this category, but for Other
Major Protestants it was in a somewhat higher category, $4,000 = $4,999,
However, it should also be noted that in this latter religious group,

there is & much higher percentsge earning under $2,000,

(b) Education (See Appendix, Table IVb)
The median of educational achievement for each of the religious

groups came in the 7 = 8 year renge., DBut it should be noted that only in
the Catholic group were there found respondents who had no formal educa-
tion., At the same time there were in this same group the only respondents
who had received 1% years or more of formal education (i.e. technical

college or university).


http:necessa.ey

(c) Qgeupation (See Appendix, Table IVc)

It will be seen that once again the Catholic group has the widest
deviation. It includes the highest percentages of those engsged in pro-
feseional, mansgerial, or ownershlp categories, and it szlso includes the

highest percentages of those employed in unskilled labour,

(d4) Age (See Appendix, Tables IVd; and IVa,)

Cther Major

gatholig Anglicsn  _Erotestamt

Age, mode, 36=40 71 and 36=40 yrs,
over ’

Aga, median om0 46«50 46=50 yrs.

Table 1

From the above table and also from those tables referred to in
the appendix, it will be seen that the Anglican group is composed of a
much larger proportion of elderly respondents than other groups. The
median age of the Protestants is approximately ten years older them that
hf the Catholic respondente in our sample., Therefore, wherever it is
conasidered that age could affect the findings, a control for the age

variable will be carried out.

s (See Appendix, Table IVe)

Whereas among Catholics the numbers of male and femele respondents
are almost equal, among Protestents the larger proportion of female res-
pondents is noted. The high proportion of widows is very noticesble

among the "Cther Major Protestent Denominations". A larger proportion
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of the latter group and of Anglicans are separated or divorced than are
Catholic respondents in the sample, The larger numbers of Protestant fe-
males than males should be associated with the age distribution, since
it is known that females live, on the average, severasl years longer than

males among the Camadian urban population,

(f) Ethnicity (See Appendix, Table IVf)

It will be observed that whereas the Anglican sample ie made up,
overwhelmingly, of those of British background, and that over two-thirds
(63.26%) of the Other Major Protestants are similarly British by birth
or origin, on the other hand the Catholic sample is mode up predominantly
of respondents of Italian, Sicilien, other European, and French Canadian
stock. It includes omly 15.95% of British birth or ancestry.

The ethnic variable should be recognized to be one of the most
important variables in any comparative study of religious affilistion and
its secular correlates. Therefore, a comparison wiil be made between the
respective strengths of influence of ethnicity and religious affiliation

-and their secular correlates, as manifested in reported behaviour and

attitudes.

(g) Generation (See Appendix, Table IVg)

There is a2 notable difference between the modal generation of
immigrants of each of the religious affiliate groups, i.e. for Catholics
the first generation is the mode, for Anglicans the second generation,
and for Other Major Protestants, the second and the fourth generations

are modal, These differences reflect the various waves of immigrants
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which have come into the North End of Hamilton, and to Canada as a whole

since the turn of the century.

(h) Burgl/urban background (See Appendix, Table IVh)

The rural/urben background of the respondent was coded according
to the major place of residence up to the age of sixteen years, The
range of variation of percentage coming from urban background lies bet-
ween 79.1% for Catholics and 84.b% for Anglicans. From villages it lies
between 5.1% for Other Major Frotestant Denmominations and 7.7% for Angli-
cans, There is then a remarkable and unanticipated similarity between
the groups in terms of area of residence during childhood and eerly

adolescence,

(1) Ihe Interviewer (See Appendix, Table IV, and IVip)

The problem of separating interviewer bias from ethnicity has
already been discussed in Chapter 111. It can be seen from the Tables,
however, that the four main interviewers each interviewed substantial
proportions of the three religious groups of respondents into which this
sample was split. The problem area focusses upon the Italian interviews
of which Feter Narduzzi did approximately ome third in Italian., However,
the results of the Italian Cetholic interviews can be compared with
those of British Catholic interviews, A difference between these two
groups could be associated with difference in ethnicity or with inter-
viewer bias, BHimilarly the Italian Catholics interviewed in Englieh
could be compared with those interviewed in Italian but differences of

culture or of interviewor_could not be distinguished,



68

Sonclusion

The nurpriiing element in this portion of the analysis consists,
not in the differences between the three religious groups, but rather
in the similarities of income, education and occupation, Differences in
age, ethnicity, immigration generation, sex and marital status were an-
ticipated by those who knew the area and the local immigration-history
which is involved., These differences will be examined carefully in an
attempt to control for these variables. It is important to ascertain in
each case, whether or not a difference in secular attitudes or behaviour
attridbuted to differences of religious affiliation, becomes negligible,

when these other variables are adequately controlled,



RELIGICUS AFFILIATICN ARD VOTING

"The connection of religion and politics‘arises as 8 problem only
in nations which are not religiously homogenoous"llg writes Robert R,
Alford., In his recent book he has demonstrated, by reference to a series
of public opinion surveys on this subject conducted in Canzda, that re-
ligious membership is one of the key variables in this country.lQO

The present study corroborates the findings of other research
projects in this field. It emphasizes many of the continuities with
similar studies in the United States,’°} but at the same time, it high-
lights the distinctive Canadian attributes of the very close association

of religious affiliation and voting behaviour.

XIheoretical Framework
The social characteristics which influence voting have been listed

by Berelson gt. al. as falling into several broad categories, namely

(1) aifferences in occupation and income (or socio-economic status),

119gobert R.Alford, Party and Society: The Anglo-Americen Democ—
racies, (Chicago, Rand McNalTy, 1363), p. ¥9.

12050e 1bid,, p. 1M1,
121809 Bornard R. Borolnon. Paul ¥, anarsfeld & William McFPhee,

Ghioago.hUnlv; of Chieago, 19;W-.‘Appendix A, for a :ummary ofmthe find-
ings of fourteen studies of voting behaviour.

69
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(2) differences in religion, race or ethnicity, and (3) differences in

2e
region and urban~rural differences.l Berelson gt.al. write:

the religious affiliation (and the ethnic differences
it represents) appear to be a stronger influence upon
vote than any other single factor . . .

And still more, ldeoclogical or attitudinal posi-
tion on the issues is no more powerful an influence
than religion,123

Lenski shows that in the United States, the significance of relig-

124

ion is as great as that of social class. However, Alford demonstrates

that social class is much less important in Canada than in Great Britain,
Australia, and the United States. Moreover, he shows that religious and
regional factors are of primary importance in Cansda, He writes, "Canada

always has the lowest level of class voting, with the single exception

2
mentioned" (the 1958 olaction).l g

The lower level of class voting for the nationsal
parties in Canada than in any of the other Anglo-
American countries can probably be explained as
mainly due to the lack of legitimacy of the Cana-
dian nation and the lack of diffcrentisgion of the
major parties along Left-Right lines.}

On the other hand, Lipset writes:

Whenever a Canadian region, class, ethnic group,
or province comes into serious conflict with its

122800 ivid,, ». Sh.

12}13;5‘, pp. 65-66.

12450 Lenski, gp,cit,, pp. 324=327.
125a1ford, op,cit,, p. 102,
125&, p. 284,
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party of traditional allegiance, it must either
change over to the other party, with which it
may be in even greater disagreement on other
issues, or form & new “third" party. The result
of combining thie social diversity with & rigid
constitutional structure has been the regular
rise and fall of relatively powerful “third"
parties. Every single Canadien province, except
Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick, has been
governed for some time since World War I by a
"third" party.l®

Since much sociological and political research has indicated that
urbanism breaks down loyalties to local community and to religious groups,
there is the probability that as this country becomes incressingly urban-
ized, social class may rise in importance as a factor influencing voting.

That religion is the major factor in the present study can be
readily demonstrated by an examination of the data presented in the appen-
dix. Each varisble will be exemined in greater detail later in this
chapter,

Lazarsfeld et al,in a discussion of the sctivation effect demon-
strate that while people hesitate and presume that they are making a
rational choice, in reality

it would often have been possible to predict at the
outset what they would decide to do in the end . . .
they join the field to which they belong. What the
campaign does és to activate their political pre-
dluponitionl.l 8

Latent tendencies are brought out at the time of making = decision to vote.

12T geymour Martin Lipset,

123?.01 r Lazarsfeld, Bernard Borsloon & Hazel Gaudet, Tho People's
; r lMakes up hi nd 2 Pregidential Campaign, (New
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"Fitness" rather than rezson or calculation is the deciding tactor, 129

There is, in our study, a degree of social similarity among the
three religious groups so that the effect of some of the variables tends
to be minimized. For instance there is similarity in the social class
background of the respondents of the three religious groups. But there
is greater secularization of Protestants than of Catholics, as aleo has
been found in similar studies on thie continent. Secularization can be
measured in the present study by the frequency or infrequency of church
attendance and by the education of children in secular or religious in-
gtitutions. OGreater secularization, argues Alford, will give rise to 2
higzher level of class voting for Protestanxs.13o This is 5orne out in
the data of the present study.

The effect of regional differences is to some extent minimized,
since all respondents were residing in the North End of Hamilton at the
time of the study. Consideration will, however, be given to the urban
or rural upbringing (as contrasted with the present residence) of the
respondents, This is s factor which can be demonstrated to be of some
considerable importance, and which has tended to be neglected in some of
the recent voting studies, where only the present residence of the res-
pondents is taken into account. Since urbanization has a tendency to

accentuate clase differences, we would expect thet the working clsess

129540 Berelson st.al., op.eit., p. 31l.

13%5ee Alford, gpocits, p. 111.
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respondents of rural upbringing would be less likely to vote for the New
Democratic Party than their urban counterparts. This expectation is amply
fulfilled in the data.

That there is a valid correlation between religion and voting
preference has been indicated by an examination of church attendance and
its effect upon voting, Similar studies in Praan and in the Netherlands
indicate that there are "striking differences" between those who attend
their respective churches and those who are nonepractising or indifferent
towards their religious group, in their voting behaviour, 3t The present
study shows that grester precision can be obtasined in prediction if only
the respondents with high rates of church attendance are considered,3®

Information provided by Lenski in his study The Religious Fagtor corrobo-
rates this finding.

Lipset has emphasized that traditionalism frequently underlies a
decision to vote.

Cne of the most striking cases of deviation from
leftist voting within the lower-income group is
presented by some relatively poor and economically
legss~developed regions that regularly vote for con-
servative candidates. Such areas are found in the
southern states of the United States, in Southern
Italy, in Quebec in Canada, in the Scottish High-
lands in Great Britain, and in the West of Norway.
The political pattern of such regions has been summed
up in the statement, "Every country has a South",133

13lseynonr Martin Lipeet, Political Man, (London, Heinemann, 1960),
PP. 224226,

13250e Appendix, Tsble Wib,
133Lipset, Political Man, p. 258.
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Moreover, as Berelson gt al. have amply indicated, voting blocs often

134

persist long after group needs and political alternatives have changed.

Similarly, ethnic or nationality divisions within
countries have been reflected in group identificee-
tion with specific parties, or by the formation of
ethnic or nationality parties. Religious and ethe
nic differences, however, have correlated with
socio-economic divisions, so that there has been
an admixture of cless and ethnic support. 1In the
United States, Cansda, Great Britain, and Australe
ia, the conservative parties have been supported
by the more well=to-do, by the members of the his-
toric privileged religions like the Anglican-
Episcopal church and the Congregationalists, and
by the ethnic group which has highest status (also
dhprogortiomtoly composed of wealthier individu~-
als).

As 8.D. Clark has pointed out in several of his books, the Anglican
Church in Canada has staunchly supported the status quo and has been the
mainstay of the Conservative party in this country.136

But there are indications that Canada is on the whole more conser=
vative than the United States in political outlook. Lipset, in The First
Hew ligtion, suggests that Cansdians in order to maintain their identity,
have disparaged various elements in American life which are identified with
an excessive emphasis on equalitarianism and individualism. Although both

the United States and Canada were countries with "frontier" experience and

1M50e Berelson gt al., op.git., p. Th.

133Lipset, Political Men, ». 221.

136 See S.D. 01ark. Church and Sect in Canada, (Toronto, ﬁaiv. of
The ipge Capadien Commun

Toronto, 1348), and s (Toronto, Univ, of
Toronto, 1962),
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virgin land, "Canadisns turned awey from them 2s a source of defining
tm-ﬂves“.lﬂ The Canadian frontier was ploneered by the forces of law

and order:

claims to the interior of the continent were staked
« o o by advancing armies and police forces, large
corporations, enterprises and -fgguliantical organie-

zations supported by the state,

Canada, then, has been more conservative in outlock than her
neighbour to the south, for reasons which can be traced, in part at least,
to historical factors,

Arnold W, Oreen summerizes Lipset's study with ite emphasis on
traditionsl ways of voting a&s follows:

A combination of middle~income, Anglo-Saxon and

Protestant background ie usually associated with

“conservatiem", A combination of working class,

recent immigrant stock, and Catholic b round

ie usually sssoclated with liberslism,
All the studies point to the existence of the traditional waye of voting
which are associated with specific religious groups and which may be modi-

fied by other social factors.

On the other hand the question may well be raised "Vhat sabout =

party which has recently come into being, from where does it obtaln its

13TLipset, fhe ¥irst New Hation, p. 258.
l‘”ﬂ.’&m p. 262,

139, rno1a . Green, Soclology: An Anal
Society, (New York, McGraw-Hill, 1964), p.

3 Q& * 75



76

supportersi” A research project which analyzed data obtained from a vote
analysis of by-elections in FPeterborough and Nisgars ¥alle, Ontaric, in
1960, 1s useful in its examination of the New Party vote.1%0  The New
Party has since become known as The New Democratic Party, It was found

in Niagsra Falls that the men (55%) were more likely to favour the New
Party than the women (Yl%); the younger group, age 21 = 30 years (308
voted for the New Party) as sgeinst the older group, age 61 years and

over (9%); urban more than rural (25% as compared with 15.2%); and socio-
economic classes 3 to 7 on the Blishea scele (27% to 30%) more than classes
1 and 2 (7%).

Lipset has given a list of social characteristics correlated with
variations in "leftist" voting in the lower-income groups. He beges his
conclusions on studies conducted in tho following countries: Canada, the
United States, Argentina, Chile, Brazil, Australia, Japan, India, Finland,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Austria,
Italy, CGreat Britain, and Hungary. Among those social characteristics con-
tributing to a higher leftist vote Lipset includes larger cities, larger
plants, groupe with high unemployment rates, minority ethnic or religious
groups, men, manual workers, specific occupational groups, (e.g. Longshore-
men), and the less skilled workers. He regards left voting as a response
to group needs, i.e. (1) security of income, (2) need for satisfying work,

and (3) need for utatm.lu

1“°Paunm Jemitt, “Voung in 1960 Federal By-moctionn“
& A b nd rol he & & € L) ® r‘b 196‘. pp. 35‘ 9

11&15“ Lipset, Political Man, pp. 220-261.
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In Chapter II of this thesis consideration was given to the relig-
ious homogeneity of many socizl groups. &imilarly, it has been found that
there is considerable homogemeity, politically, in these groups. Because
of the social similarities, people are likely to marry within their own
political tradition, Foliticel discussion usually occurs within groups
rather than between thew.l" Wnen the influence of the mass media is ex-
amined, it is found that the majority of respondents resd and listened to
the side of the question which they elready favoured end that they were much
less inclined to expose themselves t0 the opinions of their oPponents.wB

Religious influence has been shown in a number of studies, to derive
from inegroup association and mutual reinforcement rather than from direct
suggestion or pressure by the formal religious imstitutions concerned, In
a more recent review of the Protestant Denominations' church publications
on a federal election issve, it was commented that Presbyterians and Bep-
tists had carte blanche whereas

Anglicans witnessed an unequal tut friendly debate

among coluanists, & debate in which the Liberals won.

United Chwrchmen also wtﬁgnaod an unequal debate in

which the Liberals won:l
In studies of the religious variable and voting behavioury the stand of the
churches, aes expressed in their own publications, has usually been neglected,

Only the traditional views of the churches have been considered, and the

1!025” Berelson gt al., gp.eit., pp. 103-106.
143500 sbid,, p. 251.

lwn.n. Evans, "The Church Press and the Election", Christian Qut-
look, May, 1963, p. 14,
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public's stereotyped reaction to the traditional stand in politics is
noted in severasl studies. In Canadian research both Pauline Jewitt and
John Meisel have quoted respondents who linked the Liberal party in this
country with the Catholic vote., However, Meisel's study concludes that
those who are "close to the church" are less likely to vote Liberal than
the rank and file anhﬁlies.1h5 In spite of this finding many Protestants
retain their stereotype of Catholice as staunch supporters of the Liberal
party.
However, Alford comments on the Catholic voter:

Assuming that there is an association between class

and party, and one between religion and party, almost

every possible combination of class position and party

identification involves cross-pressures for Catholics.

The matter is further complicated by the contradic~

tory tendencies within Catholicism itself, for it is

at one snd the same time profoundly conservetive re-

ligiously and, scmetimes, powérfully progressive

socially, The very success of the Church in holding

its members close may intensify these cross-pressures,

gince religion cannot as easlly become ggngartnsntal-

ized for Catholics as for Pratssttﬂ&s.l
The stereotype of the Catholic voter usually does not include sny awareness
of the diverse strands present within Catholicienm,

Cther socisl variables should also be taken into account in any

analysis of voting behaviour. Some of the most importent of these are age

and generation of immigrants. The immigrant generation can scarcely be

lusthn Melsel, "Religious Affiliation and Electoral Behaviour: A
Case Study", in Qanadian Society, gp.cit., pp. 337-352.

1h6Alford. cit,, v. 56.
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considered without at the seme time taking into account the successive
‘waves" of immigrants coming into Hamilton snd the respective age group=
ings of these "waves", For instance, in the present study, most of the
Anglican first generation tend to be in the older age categories whersas
the majority of It:zlisn immigrants of the first generation tend to be in
the younger age EZroups.
Berelson gt gl. point out the importance of = consideration of

age-generations. They write:

It is a phenomenon that is recurrent in politics,

public opinion, and espeeially in popular culture

e= the idea of “age-generations" with distinctive

tastes dat_ing back to p!g?nar conditions under

which each came of age.
Jewitt has made the observation that, although in the 1960 by-clections
the young people supported the New Party, yet in 1358 it was the Conserva-
tive perty that "captured the imagination of the ycmmg".n‘8 The young are
more inclined to waver before coming to 2 more stable voting tradition
later in life. (Another factor which could have an influence upon predic-
tebility of elections is that "leftist" voting is usually underpredicted
in the polls. ¥or instance, the Democratic vote in the United States has

1
frequently been saderestinated. )’ d

leorolson et al., gp.cit., p. 301.
148 7ewitt, gp.cit,, p. 9.

1)‘9300 Rensis Likert, “Public Opinion Polls" in Sociology, Leonard
Broom and Philip Selsznick, eds., 3rd edition, (New York, Harper Rew, 1963),

PP 295’300'
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With reference to the effect of sge itself upon voting behaviour,
it has been noted that "Advancing years may not bring political conserva-
tism but it does bring social conservatisn®.’?®  Lasarsfeld hag also
pointed out that the younger people, who are generzlly less churche
influenced than their elders, show less influence of religion upon their
voto.151

Sex is another variable which should be taken into consideration.
Lipset has shown that women are more inclined to uphold the status quo,
and to be dominsted by "traditionalistic" values, especially in Burope.
They are also, within the Protestant churech groups, far more inclined to
regular church sttendance than un.152 However, in North America there
is less evidence that sex is an important variable. ZEerelson gi al. note
that "there are only ninor differences in voting between men ond women
« « o there is little relevance of this characteristic (sex) to political
matters, at least so far ss perty preference is conoomd".153

Any discussion of voting Dbehaviour must also give consideration to
the groups of people who are subject to cross-pressures., An example of a
cross=pressured respondent would be a Catholic member of a secular trade

union., His religious status indicates a Liberal vote but hie trade union

150Lazarsfeld, gp,cit.. v. 25.
1511psa., 5. 25.

15214 0set, Pgliticel Men, p. 259.
153Berelson gt 8l., gp.cit.. p. 73.
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membership indicates a vote for the New Democratic Party. With the pres-
ence of cross-pressures comes a loss of political stability. The voters
who are subject to them are liable to Lecome party changers, waverers,
undecided or apathetic,l?

Interest is another factor which may influence the respondent.
Great interest in politics tends to bring sbout a decision one way or the
other,?? but low interest temds to lead the potential voter towards
apathy.

Lipset is of the opinion that the existence of a group of crosse
pressured people who show conditional loyalty to ome political party pre-
vents the disruptive effect of absolute cleavages within a society,
Therefore no party can cater to the imterests of only ome social group,
but must compromise to a certain degree. Thls aspect of voting is there-
fore integrative, he concludes.)”® Ogburn and Nimkoff state that the
level of apathy rises with an open class system:

The more open the class structure of a society, the
;;r:ggi:f{%ally epathetic its working claes is like-
This may in pert reflect the cross-pressures which are operant in

a mobile socliety. It may also be indicative of the compromises which each

15k 5ee m;;;fem ot al., 9p.cit., p. xxi & p. 60 £f., also Lipset,
Polivical Men, p. 32.

1P Lipset, political Mas, v. 60.
1561p14,, p. 31.

15T4i114sm F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Sceiology, (Bosten,
Houghton-Mifflin, 1964), p. 522,
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party has to make if it is to obtaln a sufficiently large section of the
neceseary votes to become powerful, Therefore the differences between
the major parties in Canada tend to become blurred, JFor many members of
the working class it may not be a yital issue which of the parties wins
in a particular election,
In an exemination of religious affiliation end voting preference
the only sociological study of note in recent years in Ontario was done
by John Meisel in Kingston., Ke reports:
The influence of religion was so great in Kingston
that it can be isolated temporarily and considered
1nd¢pandant1{5§ran the other factors affecting the
vote « « .
It is the political preference entertained Ly the
mass of one's co-religionists which seems to be an
effective signpost in an election where no great
issues determine one's choice. Not the application
of one's religious principles, not even the posi-
tion taken by the leaders of ome's church, baut the
political tradition assigned to the religious or-
ganization viewog gs a social group seems %o be a
decisive factor, 5

An examination of Melsel's findings reveals that:

(a) Members of the United Church have a somewhat stronger attache
ment to political parties than do adherents of the other two denominations
in the study, i.e. Church of England and Roman Catholic.

(b) Twoethirds of the adherents of each of the Church of England

158 John Meisel, "Religious Affilistion and Electoral Behaviour:
A Case study", Blishen gt 2l., gp.cit., pp. 340.

1591p14,, p. 351.
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and of the United Church showed & preference for the Conservatives; seven
out of every ten Catholics appeared on the Liberal side of the secale.

(e) It was in the lower age-groups that the gap in numbers was
narroweet between those voting Liberal and those casting Conservative
ballots.

(d) Those Catholies "close to the church in Kingston, were per--
bhaps less attached to one party than were the other Catholics questioned.
They behaved differently in the 1955 election than did the Catholic group
160

as a whole.
Bearing these findings in mind, 1 would hypothesize that, in Hamilton in
19622

(1) The majority of Catholics will express a preference for the
Liberal Party;

(2) Anglicans will predominantly support the Conservative Party;

(3) Other Major Protestant Denominations will also, primarily,
support the Conservative party;

(4) The younger age groups will be less attached tham older groupe
to voting according to the tradition of their own religious affiliation.

(5) Taking into consideraticn the findings of Jewitt's study it
is anticipated that the llew Democratic Party will be supported primarily
by young, urban males in our ssmple, == I would add, "of Protestant '

affiliation”, since the voting pattern of Catholics in Canada has shown a

IGOM' PPe M3, 36, M7, 350.
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very decided adherence to the Liberal party, regardless of social back~
ground,

The above, anticipated patterns of voting behaviour will be modi-
fied in our seample beceuse of the differing social characteristics of the
three religious groups in question, as discussed in Chapter IV,

The discussion thus far has been concerned with an examination of
the literature in this field;: it is now time to operationalize our con-

cepte, to test the hypotheses presented, using local data,

Zhe Zupirical Date

The empirical data of our study overwhelmingly supports the five
hypotheses as presented abovo.161 It is very eviﬂant that the percentage
expressing preference for the Liberal party beccmes less as the hierarchi-
cal character of the social organization of the religious denomination de-
creases, and that the percentage for the other left wing parties increases
as indicated in the following table:

Percentage HExpressing Preference for Farty, by Relig-
ious Denomination

N,D., Total Left

Liberal &£ C.C.F.  ¥ing Vote
Roman Catholic 56 35% 4.76% 61.11%
Anglican 30.61 1,29 4y ,90
Presbyterian 23.33 16,66 40,00
United Church 16.67 16.67 33.34
Baptist 7.63 23,08 30.77

Table 2

lslconbining the Conservative elements together, that is Conserva-
tive and Socisl Credit Parties, and the "leftist” groups together, that is
¥.D.P. and C.C.P. Parties, sufficlently large numbers were obtained in the
cells to run a chi=gquare of Conservative and Social Credit, Liberel, N.D.P.
and C,C.¥., and the three major religious groupe in our study. The chi-
square was found to be very significant. (41,34, p.<.001)
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The structure of social organization of the denomination can be
regarded as one index of difference between the denominations, There are
several possible explanations for this relationship.

In the first place, considering only the Liberal party, the tradi-
tional aligmment of the parties indicates that the Roman Catholic church
has been linked historically with the Liberal party. The more closely
the Protestant denomination concerned resembles the Catholic chureh, the
more likely that its menbers vote for the Liberal party. This similarity
or disesinilarity may be considered at two levels,-- that of ideoclogy, and
of sociel organization of the institutions concerned,

There may also be political ressons why Catholics vote for the
Liberal party. It may be a case of political expediency. Catholic voters
may feel that their interests are better protected by this party than by
the others, Whether this is a valld assumption is currently beyond the
scope of this study.

Both Melsel and Jewitt have given evidence of the Protestant
stereotype of the Liberal party as one which is associated with the Catho-
lic church, Where the latter is seen to be politically opposed to the in-
terests of Protestant groupe, voeting noneliberal may be felt to be voting
against the power of the Catholic church. Groups such as the "Orangemen"
may foster this, however, Lenski has shown that prejudice is more likely
to take place at the subcommunity rather than the associational level.

He reports:

Though the churches have often been accused of foster-
ing intergroun tension and hostility our evidence



indicates that sctually the subcommunities are the
primary source of this im Detreit at pregenté.l

It is very evident from Table 2 that as the percentage of voting
preference for the Liberals decreases, so that of the other two left-wing
parties, N.D,P, and C,C.F,, inereases, although the total voting percent-
age for ell Left parties decreases, with the da;esndin.g level of hierarchi=
cal organization in the religious group.

Soeial class differences between the three religious groups of our
sample are very slight and therefore this has been eliminated as a plaus-
ible explanation of the observed data,

These differences may be explained in various ways, but whatever
the explanation chosen, it is plain that the differences are too great to
be "explained away".

An examination of the Conservative vote shows that the Anglicans
had the highest percentage expressing preference for the Conservative party.
The Anglican church has been, through the years, closely associsted with
the Conservative party, whereas there have been times when other Protestant
groups have opposed that party. The candidate for the Conservatives in
this particular area was Anglicen and this also may have had some direct

influence upon voting.

IGQMQM. ma Pe 13
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A consideration of the ethnicity and religious affilistion of
each of the candidates contesting the seat locally 15 in order at this

time.

Religious Affiliation of the Candidates for the Seat
of Hamilton West, of which the North Xnd forme a part.

Beligious
Party Gendidate Affilistion Ethnicity
Conservative Ellen Fairclough Anglican Anglo=-Saxon
Liberal Balys Kronas Catholic Lithuanian
New Democratic Gary Chertkoff Jewish Russian
Table 3

It is difficult to discover whether the Conservative and Liberal
candidates were chosen because of their religlous affiliation or if the
latter was merely coincidental., B8ince there ere indications that the
majority of Liberals are Catholic and that the majority of the Conserva-
tives are Protestant, then even a random drawing of nsmes from a list of
potential candidates, would favour a candidate with traditional religious
affiliation with reference to the political party concerned. After an
examination of the influence of social characteriestics of our semple, an
attempt will be made to bring all these factors together and to see what
would probably have been the results if our sample had been equally divi-
ded in social characteristics among the three religious groups, also to
see whether the sex, ethnicity or religiocus affiliation of these candi-

dates was likely to have influenced the results,
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From Table Vb in the appendix it can readily be seen that church
attendance, when it is high, accentuates the differences between the three
religious groups and their respective voting preferences. Ior example,
Catholics claiming a high rate of church attendance expressed a voting
preference for the Liberal party to the extent of 62.35%, whereas Catho-
l1ice of low church attendance expressed a Liberal vote preference 39.47T%
of the time., Similarly, the Anglicans predominantly expressed o prefer-
ence for the Conservative party with the high attenders registering 41.67%
in favour and low attenders 37.84%, but the absolute number: of Anglican
hizh attenders is low and therefore these figures should be regarded as
tentative., The difference bLetween high and low attenders is most strik-
ingly brought out in the case of the Other Major Protestant Denominations,.
Fifty per cent of the high attenders expressed a preference for the Conser-
vative party whereas among low attenders the preference was as follows:
20,83% Conservative and Social Credit, 25.00% Liberal, 25.00% N.D.P, and
C.C.F. This was the only group showing a reversal of the pattern,

Alford would undoubtedly point to the increased secularization of the
Other Masjor Protestants and suggest that they are therefore more likely
to vote according to their clsss rather than their religious affiliation,
There may also be another factor such as conservatism -- used in a more
genersl sense == which links both religious and political conservatism,

both attendance and staying with the traditional voting preference of the

religious group.
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However, since the voting pattern is seen to be accentuated by !
much church attendance, it is hilghly probable that there is a valid cor-
relation between religious affilistion and voting behsviour, It is here
essumed that there is greater commitment to the church if sttendance ie
freguent than if it is infrequent. However, the writer is not unsware
that church attendance may increase for other than religlous reasons.
For the vast majority of people, since the religious affilistion is not
changed throughout life, and since religious training at least in an ine
formal way is frequently included in childhood training, religion can be
congidered to precede voting preference for the individual. Voting, after
all, is an adult activity but religion is considered sppropriate for both
children and adults., This fact then would indicate the causality of re-
ligion, although the influence may not be direct, as has been discussed
previously.

When the low attenders were considered separately, a chi-gquare
indicated that religion is still significant in prediction of voting be-
haviour. (x2= 19.73, p< .001). This indicates that even nominal affilia-
tion to a religious group can still be indicative of voting preference,
elthough religious influence takes place presumably through the religious
subcommunity rather than through religious association, Enn. althouszh
the particular respondent may never attend church, religious influence
may be felt, in terms of voting in the manner traditional to the particu~
lar religious group of family and friends. As we have noted earlier,

these groups tend to be religicusly homogeneous, so that the pressure is
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usually in the direction of that of the religious group with which the

respondent is nominally affiliated,

There has been severe criticism of many of the studles of relig-
ious influence because the ethnic factor has not been taken into account.
Typical of these is an article by Bernard C. Hosen on Lenski's book, The
Beligious ¥achor:

The fallure to control for ethnicity is in my opin-
ion the most serious flaw of this study . . . There
is a growing body of data to suggest that the dif-
ferences between the various Catholic groups are
often greater than those between Catholice and Frot-
estants., Important ethnic differences also exist
between Frotestant grouwps . . . « the fact remains
that until religion is separated from its ethnic
matrix we shall not know whether we are dealing with
a "religicus" factor or with a more 1ne1ualg¢ ethnic
variable of which religion is only a part

Fortunately, in the present sample it has been possible to separate
British-background respondents and "others" in each relizious~affiliation
group. Also in the Catholic case, it has been possible to split "others"
into the following categories: Italian, French, Irish, and South-East
European groups, leaving once again a residual category labelled "others®.
In the first instance using only British and “others" for each religious
group and comparing the voting behaviour, by the method of "effect para~

meters", 164 religion is more significant then ethnicity. (Percentage

153Bornard C. dosen, Book keview of 0. Lenski, Tae Keligious Fac-
2 . v ol i £ VY o volo 27. E‘b. lgba. p. 112

15“John A. Michael, "High School Climstes and Flans for Intering
College", Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 25, Winter, 1961, p. 585-595.
The method of calculation of effect parameters is given on page 5391n, It
is the average percentage difference calculated for both columns and rows,
separately, and then compared.
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differences: due to religion 7,20, due to ethnicity 13.62.) Turning to
the Catholic vote and bresking it down sccording to ethnicity, (Teble Ve
in the appendix), in gvery ethnic group the msjority expressed & prefer-
ence for the Liberal party. Ye may conclude then, that in the present
study, religious affilistion is of greater importsnce than ethnicity
where voting preference is concernmed. This ie supported by the study of
kuby Jo Kennedy where sbe shows that religion is of more importance than
ethnicity in intermarrisze in Few Haven. 85  If this 1s also true for
Opnada as a whole and Hamiltonm in particuler, and unfortunately no resesrch
has come t¢ my attention to confim or deny it, then more families would
be religiously homogeneous then ethnically homogeneous and religion could
be expected to exert s stronger influence in the home,

Vallee, Schwarts and Darknell, in a peper on this subject sugiest
that ethnicity may be manifested in voting, either through () the support
of s group of s candidate from the same or a closely related ethnic group
no matter what party the candidate is affilisted with, or (b) by support
of a party by an ethnic group (which is usually an aspect of a clsse or
of an “imuigrant" "“)‘166 However, there may be intense competition
for the support of ethnic minorities.®7

Also, where religion claims to be the interpreter of ultimate

165x gnnedy, Smagite
166pponic G, Vallee, Mildred Schwartz and Frank L‘arltnen. “sthnie
Amlnihum and Differentistion in Canada", T} : an rrie ] ,
* 1957’ "01. 311!1. ppo . " 9-

167pavid C. Corbett quoted in ibid,, p. 548.
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values and the meaning of 1life, then on this score too, it may be expected
to exert more influence than ethnicity. Herberg, of course, has insisted
that in the United States at least, religion is becoming more and more ime-
portant as ethnicity declines in importance with succeeding generations.
This argument could be applied to Canada, but a considerably higher per-
centage of our sample are first generation immigrants than would be true

for the country as a whole, or for the United States.

When voting preference is broken down into generational categories,
it is most obvious that there is a consistently larger number of respond-
ents who object to the voting question in the first generation. (See
Table Vd), Those who object in the first generation are: Roman Catholic
27.08%, Anglican 33.33%, and Other Major Protestant 35.29%. This figure
decreases sharply with sucgonslve generations and may reflect the distrust
of immigrants by those whom they consider "officials", as indicated by
other immigrant studies. It can also be understood in terms of the lower
educational level of the first generation immigrants, with consequently
less appreciation of the nature and importance of research. Algo some
immigrants come to Canada from countries where democracy was threatened
and may feel  that a question concerning voting is a threat to their free-
dom or is a form of political "witch-hunting".

The number of Catholics who express a preference for the Liberal
party remains almost constant throughout, for the generations, When we

examine the statistics for Anglicans, however, we find that, contrary to
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the general trend, the first generation frequently identifies with the
Lideral party. We might speculate thst the first generation Anglicans,
who are usually Englishesgpesking, identify with their sociasl class, rather
than with their religious group. The majority of them are from CGreat
Britain, and as Alford has pointed out, social clase ie much more import-
ant in British politics than it is in Ganada.lse But in this country
both John Porter and $.D, Clark have shown that the Anglicen church in
Canada identifies with the Conservative party in politics, traditionally,
as discussed in an earlier section. Unfortunately, the number of Angli-
cang in our sample is not large and these results should therefore be
regerded as very tentative indications of trends.

With the Other Major Frotestant group, it is noteworthy thet in
the first generation no one hes indicated a preference for the New Demo-
cratic party, wherees 21,74% of the second generation and 19.44% of the
third and fourth generatione indicated N.D.,F. as their choice. However,
caution must be exercised here, when drawing conclusions, since, once
again, numbers are very small., While Conservative preference is ahead
of Liberal in each generational group, yet the difference decreases with
guccessive generations. The percentage of "undecided" remains fairiy
constant throughout the generations., Many of these first generation immi-
grants would be coming to Canada from rural backgrounds, and as has al-

ready been noted, urbanization tends to bring with it seculerization, and

158800 Alford, op.cit.
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this is much more noticeable for Protestants than for Catholics. Succes~
sive generations would be more influenced by this urbanizing effect than
the first generation. A larger proportion of Other Major Protestants are
non-British in background and therefore assimilation would be expected to
be slower and this would be especially noticesble in the first generation,
Assimilation combined with urbanization for Protestants brings in its
wake a greater identification with social class, and for the working class
this would mean voting with their class for the New Democrats.

Using the method of effect parameters, religion has had more
effect than generation of immigration in the case of the Conservative and
the Liberal votes., But with the N,D.P, and C.C.F, vote, immigrant genera-
tion was of greater importance than religion. Most important is the ob~-
servation that no first generation Protestant expressed a preference for
these latter parties although relatively large percentages did so in the

third and fourth generations.

Contradicting the findings of previous studies, in our sample,
increasing age brought increasing political conservatism rather than
social eonsorvatisl.lsg Using once again the method of effect parameters,

age is more significant than religion in both Liberal and combined N.D.F,

1691n the current literature on voting, the term socisl conserva-
tism is taken to mean voting according to the pattern which is dominant
in the social groups of the respondents, whereas political conservatism
refers to voting for Right wing parties.
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and C.C.F, vote, DBut religion is more influential in the Conservative
vote. However, this is logical since age works with Anglicenism and
Other Major Protestante to intensify the influence of religion, whereas
with the Left wing perties it works against it, and increasing age brings
e drift towards the Right wing end political conservatiem., When the
three parsmeters are aversged, religion is found to be slightly more ine
fluential then age, (percentage differentials: for religion 21,07, for
ege 18,82),

It is noticeable in each religious group, that & voting prefer-
ence for the N.D,P. diminished very considegably after the age of sixty
years. This confirms the findings of Jewitt's study where the ¥.D.P,
was supported predominantly by the young, as discussed under the topic
of age~generations heretofore.

The numbers who object to the question incresse with increasing
age and thie is accentusted anong the Protestant respondents, However,
more of the Protestants are first generation in the older sge categories
than are Catholiecs of similar sge. It could be also that the older people
felt more confidence in telling the young interviewers to "mind your own
business".

One other factor that is affected by age is the numbers of those
who are "undecided" as to voting preference. The percentage of "undecided"
decreased in the case of Catholic and Anglican respondents. It was,
however, not markedly different in the case of Other Major Frotestants.

It could be that "undecided" for the younger respondents is a polite
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psevdonyn for objecting to the question., In the czse of the Other isjor
Protestants & larger sample would be needed to give reasonable sgsurance

thet a reversal of trend was taking place.

It is commonly assumed that gPoups at differ@nt levels of the
soclo-economic scale will support different political parties, and that
usually, the higher the income, the more it is that pereons will express
preference for the Conservative party. Also, the N.D.P, is seen as the
‘pnrt: of the "common man", In consequence, it was predicted that a high-
er proportion of higher-income Catholics would favour the Conservative
party, and that a higher proportion of lower-income respondents of all
religious affiliations would favour the N.D.,P, and C.C.F., parties. This
first prediction was verified with regard to Catholics. The second pre-
diction was found to be inapplicable to Catholic respondents slthough it
was verified in the case of Anglicans and respondents of COther Major
Protestant Denominations., The Catholics, who are mainly high attenders,
are consequently less secularized and therefore would be less influenced
by a class voting pattern, presumably are drawn to the conservative end
of the spectrum by the conservative tendencies inherent in Catholiciem.
The Protestants on the other hand, being more secularized, tend to vote
with their social class. It is noteworthy that in each religious group
the percentage who stated that they were "undecided" decreased at the

higher level of income. This finding probably reflects an educational

difference,
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In a comparison of grade schocl educated as compared with high
school educated groups, for both groups of Protestants, higher education
decreases the traditional vote, but for the Catholics it increases it.

It 18 suggested that the grade school educated Protestants are more like-
ly to have come from rural background than their high school educated
counterparts. The urbanized are more secularized in the Protestant group
and therefore are more likely to vote according to class patterns, but,
as has been indicated earlier, Roman Catholic urban are less secularized
than Protestants, Those of low education and Catholic were much more ine-
clined to indicate that they objected to the question or that they were
undecided, Here again, it must be remembered that a larger proportion of
the Catholic respondents are first generation immigrants, than among the
Protestant groups.

Education is seen to be much less important than the religious
variable. By the method of effect parameters the difference due to relig-

ion was 30.05 and due to education it was 2Q.34.

The association of voting preference and urban or rural background
has largely, of necessity, been discussed under other headings, with re-
gard to social class background and secularization,

As has been noted earlier in this chapter, studies of the social
characteristics relevant to voting behaviour have concentrated their

attention on the present place of residence of the respondents and have
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too frequently ignored the former locations, and more particularly the
place of residence during childhood and adolescence, of the respondents.

Although there are considerable differences in yural and urban
background respondents in each of the religious groupings, yet, using
the method of effect parameters, it can be demonstrated that religion
is far more signigicant as & variable influencing voting than is urben
or rural background.

In each of the three religious groups there was greater hetero-
geneity of answers obtained from those coming from urban backgrounds than
from those who were brought uwp in rural areas. The small numbers of
rural-background Protestants prevents the presentation of more than ten-
tative indications of trends in this respect. However, it 1s worthy of
note that there is a marked contrast in the Other Major Protestant group
where no rural but 22,22% of urbsn-background respondents expressed pref-
erence for the N.D.P, and C.C.¥. parties, Amongst the Anglicans, however,
more rural than wrban background indicated that they would vote for these
parties, Many of the rural Anglicans come from British backgrouwnd, snd
ag we have seen the British voter is much more class conscious.

It should be noted that 30,77% of the Catholics of rural back-
ground objected to the question., This could be seen to be a function of
the lower educational achievement of rural as compared with urban Catho-

lics, as discussed in the previous section,

Yoting Freference and Sex
The outstanding differences between men and women in the 1962

election in the North End of Hamilton, were that in the first place, it
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was predominantly the men who expressed the desire to vote for the N.D.F.
or C.C.F. parties. This is confirmed in Jewitt's swdyr’o where the men
were the primery supporters of the N.D.F. Their connection with this
party could be largely through membership in the trade unions which were
known to back up the party.

As wes anticipated, the women in both the Other lajor Protestant
group and the Catholic group were more gsocially conservative than their
male counterparts, that is they adhered more closely to the traditional
way of voting of thelir religious group. However, this was not observed
in the case of the Anglican group, where men predominently voted Conserva-
tive and the women Liberal. It is probable that many of the Anglican
women know the candidate personally, since many of them go to "the Cathe-
dral", to attend church or sociel events there. It may be that the welle
known proverb is applicable here, " a prophet is without honour in his
own country". None of the other candidates were known personslly, to any
large extent, in the North End. Many women were "undecided" or objected
to the question, did not give an answer, or were not eligidble to vote.
Nearly forty per cent of the women fell into these categories whereas none
of the men did so. This can have distorted the voting pattern.

In very case religion was more important than sex in influencing
the voting distribution. (Percentage differences: for religionm 23.3%,

for sex 15.49.)

1707ewitt, op.cit.
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Coneclusions

The empirical evidence overwhelmingly confirms the predictions that
(1) Catholic voters support the Liberal party, and (2) Frotestants support
the Conservative party; that (3) the younger age groups are less attached
to voting according to the tradition of their own religious sffiliation
than older groups, and (&) the N,D.P, and C.C,F. pa;ties in the Neorth End
of Hamilton are supported predominantly by the younger male Protestants of
urban upbringing, with low rates of church attencance. (5, Religious
affiliation is shown to be more important than any other variable
considered, including ethnicity. However, age was nearly &s important in
voting behaviour as religious affiliation., All other varisbles were
clearly of secondary imrortance se shown in the following table summarizing

the "effect parameters® of the variable:

Cther Type of
lieligion variable Table
Religion and immigrant generztion 27% L 3 x 3*
Religion and age 214 19% 3 %3
Religion and income 33% 23% 3 x 3
Religion and education 304 20% 3x 3
Religion arnd ethnicity 214 134 2 x 2
Religion and rural or urban
upbringing 22% 6% 2x 2
Religion and sex 23% | 5% 2x2

Table &
It is evident that in the lNorth 'nd of Hamilton, religion of the respondent is

more influential than any other variable tested, which confirms Robert

*The 3 x 3 tables compare Catholics, Anglicans and Other iajor
Frotestant Denominations and the 2 x 2 tables compare Catholics and
FProtestants only.
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Alford's findings for tem public opinion surveys conducted in Canadse,
where 'the differences between the religions within similar strata were
consistently larger than the differences between clasgses within the same
religion, 1%

The results obtained here, however, must be considered with ref-
erence to the social characteristics of the three religious groups, as
discussed in Chapter IV. It has been observed that Catholics of high
church attendance much more frequently vote Liberal than those of low
attendance. The overall high attendance of Catholics inflates the total
Liveral vote of Catholics and the generally low attendance of Protestants
inflates the third party vote at the expense of the Conservatives.

The generally higher age of the Protestant groups than the Catho-
lic group, probably means that the Conservative vote is overestimated if
we are to generalize from these findings to other Ontario urban working
clags populations, eince older Protestants vote more frequently for the
Conservative party than younger omes. Also since the Protestant groups
have & lower proportion of males than the Hamilton population in general,
end the men more generally support the New Democratic party, the Conger-
vative vote will once sgain be inflated by the abnormally high number of
women in our Protestant sample, If the sample of Protestants was to
approach more nearly the national average, then a higher proportion of
K.D,P, voting would be anticipeted in this group than was found in our

semple,

1M1 f0rd, op.cit., p. 276.
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Ethnicity does not appear to have been as important a variable as
some of the literature indicates., Or it may not have been an important
factor in this particular election in this polling area. Both Kronss
(Liveral) and Chertkoff (N.,D.P.) are Bast-Europesn names, and these candi-
dates may have gained a certain smount of support from this block of immi-
grants., However, it was the Conservative candidate, a British Cenadian,
who won this election although probably the majority of her support came
from the middle class districts of the riding. She was also Minister of

Immigration at the time of the election.
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RELIGIOUS AFFILIATICN AND WORK

To date almost nothing has been done to explore
the relevance of Weber's thesis for the wor%d
of work in contemporary American nocioty.r’
This chapter will examine the relationship of religious affiliation
and economic attitudes and behaviour. The empirical data will be analyzed
uoder three headings, (&) attitudes toward work, (b) level of ambition, and

(c) house ownership, as an example of savings.

In the 1light of Lenski'e findings about attitudes toward work among
manval workers in the Detroit area, 1t was hypothesized that, at the work-
ing class level, the Weber thesis would not in part be confirmed, i.e.
that there would be little difference between the attitudes of Catholie
and of Protestant workers. In fact "Catholicism is conducive to more posi-
tive attitudes towards the legs demanding (and hence less rewarding)
positions”. 273 Lenski also found that Auericans are far more likely to

have a negative attitude toward work than first-and second-generation

112 oneki, op.cit., p. 9.

Y31p44,, ». 97.
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immigrants.17
The sttempt to test attitudes toward work in Hemilton wee made by
asking the employed respondents the following question:

"I1f you suddenly didn't bave to work, how would you
feel?"

In ansgwer, the majority of North End roaﬁendents in each religious
group indicated that they would regard the cessation of work with a certain
amount of disfavour, Although both Anglicans and Cther Major Protestants
were less favourable to a life without work than Catholics in the sample,
a chiegquare test of Other Major Protestants and of Catholiecs indicated
that the di fferences were not significant at the 5% level., Unfortunately,
the numbers of Protestants in this sample are small since & larger propor-
tion of the respondents are women, many of whom were not working, than in
the Catholic group, and hence were not ssked this question,

In en attempt to answer the qnostioﬁ. '"Why ie there not a differ-
ence between Catholics and Protestants in our sample in their attitudes
toward work?', due consideration must be giver to the influence of the
labour unions. As Lenski has pointed out, the labour unions' “philosophy
of 1ife" is opposed to the velues which are traditionelly embodied in the
“Protestant Ethic" and the "Spirit of Capitalism"., Work is considered by
the unions to be evil, and therefore, the less there is of it the better.
Hence demands are made for a shorter working week, and for longer holidays

with pay. The inbrinsic value of work is not thought to be self-evident.

1™1v44,, p. 96.
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Hard work was seen by the early Lutherans as a "calling', an acceptable
way of serving God; by the followers of Calvin as a means of assurance of
salvation; by the Deists, like Benjamin Frenklin, as the essence of
“character-building"; but by the North American labour unionist it is seen
frequently as the means of acquiring the goods deemed essentisl to the en-
Jjoyment of leigure,

In Hamilton, an atiempt was uade to test this postulate and see
whether there really was & difference between those labour union members
who said that they attended sll, or nearly all, of the important meetings
end those who attended infrequently, since many of the latter may be mem-
bers by necessity, rather than by cholce, wheress the former should mani-
fest higher commitment to the values of the labour unions. It is apper-
ent in Table VIu that the infrequent attenders at union meetings, i.e. the
less committed, in ocur sample, to the values of the union, showed a higher
percentage of their number umfavourable to the cessation of work, as was
enticipated, Thie was true of both Catholic end Other iajor Protestant
respondents, indicating that trade unionism exerts an influence which is
independent of religious affiliation., However, this finding should be
accepted with caution, since the numbers in the sample are very smell,

The craftsman, with his intrinsic satisfaction and pride in his
work, is being replaced by the automated worker with extrinsic satiefac-
tion in the size of the "pay-packet", the extent of the "fringe-benefits",

the comparative degree of comfort provided by good local working condi-
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b A
tions, and compatible companionship "on the job", &

It has been emphasized earlier that Protestants are more secular-
ized than Catholics, as indicated by reference to frequency of church
attendance. Therefore it is to be expected that Protestants will more
generally attach themselves to the secular ethic, the spirit of the trade
union movement, than to the value system of the Frotestant Ethie., It
ghould be noted here that the implications for attendance for Catholics
and Protestants are differemt, ¥or Catholics there iz a moral imperative
to attend church, for grace is mediated through the sacraments of the
church, As Joseph Fichter has pointed out, Easter duties and weekly atten-
dance &t Sunday mass are morally abligatory.176 The majority of Protestant
groups postulate a very different relationship of the individusl and the
church, since the Frotestant is usually regarded as competent to appropri-
ate the means of grace for himself. Protestant services are frequently
regerded as "worship" services and the Protestant usually feels that
attendance is, to some extent at least, optional rather than morslly im-
perative. This may largely account for the difference in church attendance
rates between Protestants and Cetholics., Also, since the majority of
Protestants, unlike Catholice, have low rates of church attendance, it is
assumed that they have a lower level of commitment to the values of the

religious group.

1755ee Hly Chinoy, Automobile
York, Doubleday, 1955), n». 85 rf

176 soseph H, Fichter, 5.J., "The Profile of Catholic Religlous Life",
Americen Journal of §ogiglggx. Vol. 58, September 1952,
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Turning now to Catholicism, there has been in the church, two
streams of thought with regard to work, the positive which stems from the
pride of the Mediaeval craftsman in hie work, and the negative which re-
gards work as an evil imposed upon man since the Fall. The negative atti-~
tude was further accentuated by the mechanization, automstion and extreme
divigion of labour in modern industry, which, of course, cen affect both
Catholics and Protestants. Probably the explanation for the results in
the present study lies mainly in the type of eeccupational role and the
measure of autonomy it provides in the working situation, Table VIt dem-
onstrates thet in each religious group, those who are employed in service
occupations, transportation, utilities or construction, are predominantly
unfavoursble to the cessation of work, regardless of whether they are
Protestant or Catholic. Those engaged in heavy or light manufacturing
are much more likely to rezard the termination of work as & blessing., Of
those who work in the steel mills, several respondents mentioned summer
temperatures of 130°F == whether this is factual or not belabours the
question == it ig an indication of the way the men feel about their work
that is of interest here., Looking now at the general situation, mem in
industry are often governed by the speed of the equipment or the exigen-
cies of chemical processing, On the other hand, there are other workers
who are not governed by the speed of the machines., What they like about
their jobs, presumably, is the autonomy it provides. The automated work-
ers may be motivated te do much hard work by the high wages and fringe

benefits, but if these are taken away the incentive is gone and the atti-
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tude toward their work is unegative., The independent workers on the other
hand, find more intrinsic satisfaction in thelr jobs., Any anslysis which
compares Protestant and Catholic attitudes to work without due regard to
the kind of occupation they are engaged in ls useless, even though there

ie control for social class. The only satisfactory study to compare Catho-
lics and Protestants would be one where workinz conditions and occupational
roles were identical for the two groups.

An examination of Table VIb reveals that high sttendance for Catho-
lics 1s condueive to a legs favourable attitude toward the cessation of
work than the respondents of low attendance, hence confiming Lenskils
findings for Catholics in less demanding occupations, DBut it throwe doubt
on the theory that traditional religious doctrine is substantially influen-
cing attitudes towards work, at least in the manner indicated by Weber.
However, the current research literature provides many evamples where work
is valued as an opportunity for social activity rather than for its omn
sake or as a moral imperative. One middle~aged cotton mill worker through-
out the interview, repested time and again, "uy whole life was finished
when the mill shut down". She had found another job, but it was the gom-
panionghip of co-workers at the mill that she missed.

As people become older and face retirement, meany of them face the
future with fear or apprehension. Work has meaning for them. FPeter Town-
send has written of the older inhabitants of Eethnal Creen:

Thece men, all in their late sixties or early seventies,

viewed retirement with unessginecss and ill-concealed fear,
Moet agreed with the sentiments of one man who said,
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#1'11 retire when someone pole~-sxes me". Many said they

would miss being at work and would have nothing to do.

They felt work kept them in good heslth and enabled them

to preserve a standard of living they would otherwise

have to surrender. The emphasis was on occupation., Onme

man said, "Work fills a2 gap when you get older. There

was a time when I was waiting for the time I coui?7get

away, but now I'm glad, because it fills a2 gap'.
On the other hand retirement is ususlly antieipdted gome years in advance
and for some pecple, 2 period of attitude-realignment may be taking place
a few years prior to actual retirement.

In reply to the question put to them, many respondents in each
religious group indicated that they would still keep working, even though
they were no longer required to do so. Probing for reasons for their
answers, it was found that the "need to keep busy" wes a frequent response.
Many respondents, both Catholic and Protestant, could not imagine them-
gelves in a situation where they did not need to work for momey. Many
Anglicans, in sddition to the need to keep busy, also indicated that they
would be lost without work., The Other Major Protestants, in addition to
these two answers indicated that they liked to keep active., Some respon-
dents in each group showed anxiety, indicating that they would be nervous
or wuld get bored if they did not have work to give regularity and patt-
ern to life. One respondent, an extreme case, tersely answered, "I'd zo
mte! ™ At least ten per cent in each religious group stated that they
would not change their present way of living but would continue at the

same work, even if the financisl necessity were removed,

17Tpeter Townsend, The Fan
East London, (Middlesex, Penguin, 19

30 p.153 ’
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It was thought that ethnicity might have a bearing on work-
attitudes. It was noticed that the British were consistently more favour-
able to the abandonment of work than others.>!® This trend seems plsusible
in the 1light of Harrington's recent work on the "culture of apathy“.ng
The author points out thet the immigrants or their descendents who stay
on in an area selected for urban renewal are usually those who have sunk
into & state of apathy about the future. The more-recently arrived immi-
grante live in the ares, but they do not “belong" to the culture of pover-
ty, in terms of the value-system, they look for the opportunity to “get
ahead", Although Harrington's thesis refers to districts where the resi-
dents are much more generally affected by poverty than the North EZnders,
yet its basic tenets may still hold true for the inhabitante of the dis-
trict under congideration, It should be evident in the present study that
very few of British-background residents are recent arrivals from Great
Britain., The majority are third or fourth generation and many just con-
sider themselves "Canadians". Most of the first gemeration respondents
came to this country in the nineteen-twenties and are now close %o retire-
ment, Many of their children have moved to the suburbs, especially to
the working class district known locally as "the mountain®,

Lenski found that first generation immigrants from Europe showed

more evidence of positive attitudes towards a "calling" than third or

1784 chi-square was not significant at the 5% level of probability
in either the Catholic or the Other Major Protestant groups.

179390 Michael Harrington, T
ted States, (New York, Macmillan,
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later generations. Catholic respondents in the North End sample also
ghowed a significant difference between first generation and later genera~-

180 as far as attitudes toward terminating work were concerned;

tions,
the difference is in the anticipated direction.

It was expected that the older respondents would be more receptive
to the idea of cessation of work, dus to anticipatory socialization in
preparation for coming retirement. For both Anglicans and Other Major
Protestant respondents, although the numbers in the sample were small,
there were noticeably larger percentages of older respondents who are fav-
ourable to the idea of termination of work, This is not the case for the
Catholic respondents, where there is very little difference between the
older and younger groups. However, it is probable that the "40 years and
over' group of working Protestants have a considerably higher median age
than the Catholic counterpart, which might account for the differences
found in our sample.

When the sex variable is considered, the numbers concerned are
too emall for working women to be compared with male workers of the same
religious affiliation, Comparing male workers of the Catholic and Cther
Major Protestants groups, thg differences did not prove to be statistic-

181

ally significant. Of the female workers of COther Major Protestant

affiliation, a very tentative conclusion would be that they are overwhelm-

18042 2 4,1, 4.f, = 1, P less than .05.
181x2 = 0,36, d.f. = 1.
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ingly unfavourable to the cessation of work, but numbers are axceedingiy
low in these cells. Probably these women are married or widowed and would
rather be at home,

Urban and rursl upbringing made very little difference. Numbers
are not sufficiently large to compare these two . categories in each relig-
ious group, but the urban Catholics can be compared with urban Cther lajor
Protestants., The percentages are identical when those fevourable to the
cessation of work are compared with the combined total percentages of
neutral respondents and those unfavourable to 11:.182

Educational level made very little difference to the Other Major
Preto-tanh.m} but among Catholic respondents, a larger number of grade-
school~educated interviewees were unfavourable to the thought of leaving
work, This can be considered to also confirm Lenski's finding on this
subject, if it is assumed that the less educated group are in the less de=
manding Jjobs.

A comparison of higher and lower income Catholics revealed that
there was little difference between them on attitudes toward leaving work,
In the Protestant group the numbers were too small to arrive at any defi-
nite conclusions. It would appear that in the Catholic sanple at least,
income and education are not highly correlated. This could be the result
of the employment of large numbers of Italian Catholics, who form nearly

one half of the Catholic sample, in construction work which has fairly

msn Table VIh in the appendix,
183ge¢ Table VIf in the appendix,
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high remuneration and low educational requirements,

The interviawers probed for alternative activities, when the res-
pondents staeted that they would stop working if they had the opportunity.mu
The modal respomse for Catholics and Anglicans was "to travel" snd for
Other Major Protestants it was to "start my own business". This confirme
the general tenor of the Weber thesis, in which Catholics would be pre-
sumed to prefer expressive asctivities, while the Protestants would prefer
instrumental activities, to use the terms so frequently employed by Talcott
Parsons. 85 It is clear from the answer of the non=-Anglican Protestants
in our sample, that, although they were not favourable to continuing on
with their present job, they did not want to give up work, per se, but
rather to give up working for others. Thie perhaps brings new light to
bear on the reason why there 1ls no w difference between Catholic
and Protestant replies with regard to attitudes toward termination of work.
Clearly the interpretation of the question was different for Catholics than
for the Other Major Protestants. In embarking upon business-ownership, at
least in fantasy, the emphasis upon individualism in Protestantiem is
brought to the surface. 30.77% of this group chose this as their alterna-
tive activity, whereas only 5.21% of the Catholic workers chose this, but
it should be noted that in terms of absolute numbers in the first case,
the sample was rather small., Chinoy has noted the desire for leaving the

automated shop and the daydreams of being an entrepreneur which factory

lahSu Table VIg in the appendix,

183pa1cott Parsons, The Social System, p. 49.
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workers frequently entertain, He writes:
Stimulated both by the still lively small~business
tradition and by their urgent desire to escape from
factory jobs, many of these workers continue to be-
lieve that at least modest success as a small entre=-
preneur is possible for the hardworking, personable
man with ideas and initiative, They therefore ver-
bally eatertain, in usually disorderly succession,
various business ambitions which are criticslly
scrutinized and rejected as impractical or are
mulled over, dreamed about, vaguely examined, and
eventually permitted to fade away because there if
1ittle likelihood of their immediate realization. 6

{b) Level of Ambition

To obtain an index of level of ambition the following question was

put to the respondents:
"If you were & boy starting over again, and could get
whatever training you needed, what kind of occupation
or business would you go into?"

Table Vim in the appendix indicates that there ie an almost iden-
tical level of ambition in the Catholic and in the COther lMajor Protestant
groups. It should be noted, however, that the numbers answering were
small since only working people were asked this question., Just over 50%
of each group expressed a desire to be a professional, (usually a doctor,
lawyer, or engineer), or that they would have preferred to have owned
their own business. Other Major Protestants once again take the lead in

desiring entrepreneurial activity, when the two categories are separated,

In both religious groups there was the recurring theme, that the responde

1867y Chinoy, "The Tudltlon of Opportunity and the Aspirations
of tutonobilo Workers", Americen Journal of Sociology, March 1952, Vol. 57,
P. 459
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ent lacked education or money to be able to pursue the desired course.
Recent research is in accord with these findings. Information

from a study by Raymond kMack indicates that there is no relationship
tbetween religious affiliation and either income goal or work oriented
plans for the future' 287 Mack &t al. have written:

Intuitively a good argument can be made for the idea

that the "American Dreem", the mobility ethic, is so

strong in our culture that it ulllg;errid.o in influe-

ence subecultursl religious dogma.
They found no significant difference either in social mobility patterns
or in aspirational level Dbetween samples of Protestants and Catholics in
their study.

Alexander Inkeles shows that level of satisfaction in the U.S5.8.K.,

U.8., Germany, Italy, Sweden and Norway varies directly with the distance
of the worker from the bottom of the social prestige scalo.leg Unfortunate-
ly the percentages for each country cannot be directly compared since the
questions asked were not all identicael, and even if they had been there
would be the problem of subtle meaning of phraseology, which can change
slightly during the process of translation, and which, frequently is un-
avoidable., Inkeles' study doee not indicate whether there is any differ-

ence which can be attributed to religion within the same occupational

w7ll;lond Mack, Raymond J, Murphy end Seymour Yellin, "The Prot-
estant-Ethic, Level of Aspiration and Social Mobility: An Empirical Test",
Pkl ALLERE e & I b g EL 16 2.0 1956. VDI. 21. P 300-

IMMO Pe 296.

139.&1.: Inkeles, "Industrial Man: The Relation of Status to Ex-

perience, Perception, and Value", American Journal of Sociology, July,
1960, Vol. 64, p. 6.
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category, however,

Lipset and Bendix in their comprebensive study of social mobility
have found that the difference frequently explained in terms of religion
can be explained better, in the majority of cases, by reference to

othnicity.lgo

Lenskl has shown in his study that men may be motivated to work
by two different sets of values, DBoth of these are sometimes thought to
embody the essentials of the Protestant Ethic., The suthor found that Prot-
estants are more likely to value work for the intrinsic satisfaction that
it gives, in the classical Weberian tradition whereas Catholics are more
inclined to emphasize the extrinsic rewards of high income and chances of
advancement, These values are not to be thought of as antithetical, states
Lenski, tut rather they are varistions on the same theno.lgl

It is probable that, in our sample, although the level of ambition
appears to be identical in Catholic and Other Major Protestant groups, the
anticipated rewards may be different. The question of ambition can be
linked to that of satisfaction with the present job, Table Viw indicates
that the large majorlity of workers express satisfaction with their present
Jjobe., When workers were asked, "What do you like most about your job?",
approximately one third stated they were completely sa&infi;d. The Angli-
can group were generally more satisfied, but this is probably due to the
larger number of skilled workers of British background im this group.

Seventy=five per cent or more of the workers in each religious

1905eymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, %
In rial + (Berkeley & Los Angeles, University of California, 1962),
Ppo -5 .

191 eneki, Sp.cit., pp. 89=92,
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group expressed satisfaction with the present job, when they were asked if
they thought of changing their job, This is perhaps surprisingly high in
the light of Chinoy's comments that

they themselves are still striving by comnstantly talke

ing about their intention to leave the shop, even

though, as we have seen, they adnét when pressed that

they would probably never do s0.192
It is evident from the present study that both Catholices and Protestante
would have preferred to have been “working for themselves" either as pro-

fessionale or asg entrepreneurs, but, nevertheless, they remain reasonably

contented with their present Jjobe,

{c) Sevings

Commenting on home ownership in the North End, Peter ¢, Pineo

observes:

Most of the houses are single family units -~ 202 are
detached and 75 attached. 64 per cent own their own
houses and of theese about half report no mortgage.
The equity in their houses must be the principal asset
of these people and may prove to be an important de~-
terminant of other thinss.w}

Home ownership, in thie etudy, has been taken to be an index of the carital
which a household has accumulated. No questions were asked in the study
about financlal assets apart from thig., The only other item which could
be taken into consideration would be the family car, but

We were surprised to find thst only 53 per cent of the

households reported having a car, and even more sur-
prised to find that both the husband and wife drove in

1920ninoy, gp.cit., p. 459.
193P1neo. gpscit., p. 3.
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in only 27 cases of the 154 which had cars . . . .

The caers were almost all Canadian (i.e., U.S. brands)

rather ¢ Kuropean and tended to be of the 1955

vintn;o.l
The “age" of most of the cars im the North End (i.e. & mean of 7 years)
would preclude them from being considered as & great financial asset,

If the Weber thesis is to hold today, and if home ownership can
be taken as a valid index of family savings in the North Emnd, then we
would expect more Protestants than Catholics to own their own homes. In
an examination of attitudes toward savings Lenski has reported that 22%
of the working class white Protestants said that they were saving for
gome long-range gosl, such as the purchase of a home, hizher education for
their children, or security later in life. By contrast, only 11% of the
working class made this type of statement.120 The level of achievement
of home ownership in the North End, by these standarde is very high
indeed.

An examination of home ownership and religious affilistion in
Table VIn of the appendix shows that there are significant differences
between the percentages owning their own homes in the three religious
groups.}3 But these differences were mot in the predicted direction.

An examination of other social characteristics of these groups may

19“%0 Do 3k,
lgsm’ p. 112,

196
appendix,

x° = 8,4, d.f. = 2, P less than .02, See Table VIn in the
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reveal explanations for these differences.

In every religious group it was noted that high rate of church
attendance is associated with a high percentage of home ownership. Relig-
ious causality should not, however, be inferred. It is very probable that
greater participation in church activities indicated a nearer approxima-
tion to middle class values in other ways, of which home ownership is just
one indicator,

1t was anticipated that the older age groups woﬁld show a large
number of home owners, as compared with parallel groups of younger respond-
ents, Thig proved to be the case in each religious group, By the method
of effect parameters, the percentage difference due to age was 37.56 per-
centsge points and due to religion was 28,12 percentage points. Age is
therefore more significant than religion in the purchasing of a home.

Ethnieity is a varisble which could have considerable influence
in the purchase of 2 home, In some cultures the emphasis may be upon
purchase of a home, before such other items as a car. A comparison was
made in the three religzious groups between those respondents of British
background and "others" (which is a residual category for all nom-British
respondents)., Religion was found to be the more important variable of
the two. 197 However, the direction of the difference was not the same
in all cases. DBritish Catholics were much less likely to purchase a home

than other Catholics, wheress British Other Major Protestants were more

197 pverage percentage difference due to religion 23,82%, due to
ethnicity 15.99%.
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likely to purchase a home than the non-British, However, the nou-British
can be compriged of various ethnic groups, snd the only group large encugh
to be further broken into its component parte is the Catholic group. 4An
exsmination of Table VIgy in the appendix will reveal thet Eritish Catho-
lics are the lowest with 42,31% home ownership, and Italian Catholics are
the highest with 83.82%, This ie even more surprising when we consider
that the majority of the Itslian group are young couples and that they sre
recent immigrants, One factor thet may not have been taken into considera-
tion is thet frequently the Italian extended families purchase & large old
home, and share it between, perhaps the parents and the two sons with their
families. All have contributed to the purchese, and when the father or his
two sons, or their respective wives were ssked, "Do you own or rent this
home?", each one would reply, “We own it", referring to the one house,
whereas the Eritish usually mean that they own their house independent of
other relatives.

Ethnicity is tied in with the generationsl variable, since the
ethnic groups came to Hemilton at different historical periocds. In a com~
parison within the group, "second and later generatioms", a chi-square
indicates that there are significant differences between the three relig-
ious groups and the numbers of home owners as compared to renters in each
gronp.lgs Small numbers of firstegeneration Protestante preclude a statis-

tical comparison here, However, it is noted that a considerabdbly higher

19842 4 9.7, 4.f. % 2, P less than .O1.
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percentage of both Catholics and Other Major Frotestants first generation
immigmnte own their own homes, It should be noted that the first genera-
tion Catholics are predominantly = younger group, whereas the Other Major
Protestant group are predominantly in the over 61 years category.199
Perhape the trend indicates that the first generation is composed of a
higher percentage of people who emigrated to this country because of
“opportunities to get ahead"; it is therefore not a eross-section of the
total population of the country of origin, Also the Catholic first genera-
tion percentage would be raised very considerably by the large number of
Italians in this group a2s noted above.

In a comparison of income groups split between under $4,000, and
the $4,000-and-over categories, it was found that income made a consider-
able difference, in home ownership rates. For Catholics the difference
was in the direction anticipated, i.e. the higher income group. For
Anglicans income is an important fector, too, but for Other Hajor Protes-
tants, & higher percentage of the low income category owned their own
homes. This anomaly has a simple explanation. The group contains a very
high percentage of widows. When their husbands were living and they pur-
chaged their homes, many of them probably had a much higher income than
at present., Many of them stated that the reason they continued to live
in the district was that they have a home there and that their friends

are close by, within walking distance.

199g¢e Pable IVJ, in the appendix,
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It is clear from the foregoing analysis, that one of the major
determinants of home ownership is ethnicity, and the cultural valuation
placed upon home ownership which it emtails. Another iamportant factor is
income, age and generation of immigration., If Lom® ownership or rental
is taken as an index of the priority given to saving as compared with
spending for present needs, then clearly all these factors mentioned must

be taken into consideration.

Sonclugion

It is evident that there is a general cultural ethic which over-
rides the separate religious ethics of Catholics and Protestants. In the
secular sphere, active trade union members are much more likely to adopt
an unfavourable attitude towards work than less active members,

The level of ambition of both Catholics and Protestants is almost
identical, although the anticipated rewards may be different. Both
Catholics and Protestants think they would prefer to be working for them-
selves, but in spite of this there is a fairly high level of satisfaction
with the present Jjob.

There is a surprisingly high level of home ownership in the North
End by both Catholics and Protestants. Factors associsted with home owner-
ship are a2 high rate of church attendance, age, and ethnicity.

In conclusion, there is no substantial evidence that Catholics in
the North End of Hamilton are less favourably oriented towards work than

Protestants. As Lenskl has shown, however, other factors, such as the
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larger family size, may inhibit upward mobility of Catholics when compared
with Protestants. ZEven this last statement has been challenged by Lipset
and Bendix, who consider that the ethnic variable is probably more impor-

tant than religious affuis%an.%o

20014 pset and Bendix, gp,eit., pp. 48-56.
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LEISURE

Our subject is the leisure which has become avail-
able on an increasing scale, to the populations of
the modern industrial West, 8Since these are soci~
eties mainly oriented to work, leigure is seen in
contrast to it; and since they are prosperous and
productive, leisure ies not only time free but time
paid for., Something cen be done with it. That is
why leisure in the current meaning has taken on
the 5omp1ex1ties of choice, and become problemati-
cal,~U1

Mass leisure is a feature of life in the sixties in North America,
Earlier in the century, leisure was available only to the upper alasses.aoz
Now, it is the "working man" who has the larger amount of leisure time and
the short working hours which are upheld by rigorous union control. On
the other hand, the upper middle classes tend, unofficially at least, to
be working longer hours, with leisure-time pursuits subservient to the func~

tions which they serve in the furtharanse of busizess interests.-Y)

20lyric Larrabee end Rolf Meyersohn, Mase Leigure (CGlencoe, Free
Press, 1960)' Peo X.

‘2623« Thorstein Veblen, "The Theory of the Iaa.tme Glan“ in
Hainh&rd Bandix and Soymour Hartin Lipset, oﬁl., and Powe

203338 William H, Whyte, Jr., The (
Doubleday Anchor, 1956).

124


http:bu.ain.ua
http:u:r:U.on

125

Choice in leisure time activities will be used as a supplementary
guide to the attitude of the three religious groups in our sample, toward
work, Our problem at this time ie, do Protestants still adhere to the
Protestant Ethic or do they subscribe to the "Social mhm“?aw In other
words, should leisure, or free time, be used only for those activities
which are "instrumental" or should it also be used for "expressive" acti-
vities? It will be recalled thet in Puritan New England, both historians
and novelists have portrayed the inhebitants as pursuing only instrumen-
tal activities that were "edifying", during leisure periods. Ixpressive
activities which we now often refer to as "recreational", were considered
a waste of time and money, and therefore uinful.aﬁs Basically, we are
asking the question, do elements of this attitude still linger om in Prot-
estantism today, or hu;tho reverse occurred, as William Whyte claims, and
do men feel guilty if they work too hard? Of the "orgeanization man® Whyte
writes:

He believes in leisure, but so does he believe in
the Puritan insistence on hard, self-denying work
-= and there are, alas, only twenty-four hours a
day. How, them, to be “broad gauge"? The “broad-
gauge" model we hear so much about these days is
the man who keeps his work separate from leisure
end from the rest of his life. Any organization
man who mansged to accomplish this feat wouldn't

get very far. He still works hard, in 'hﬁﬂéggu*
now he bas to feel somewhat guilty about it.

30&503 Abid.

205gee Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, (Bostonm, Houghton
Mifflin, 1960).

26ymyte, op,eits, p. 20.
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Very little empirical research has been done until recently in
the area of leisure and the working class. Is leisure, now, class pat-
terned rether then religiously patterned and are so-called "religious

differences" really "ethnic-differences"?

Hobbice
The respondente were asked whether they had a hobby, if so, what

hobby, and how frequently they engaged in it., The replies have been cate-
gorized into "instrumentsl" and "expressive'. These hobbles excluded
activities such as resding, sporte, or listening to TV, which were inclu-
ded in other questions. There is here an obvious problem, in that 2 hobby
can be instrumental for one person, and expressive for another., {r it may
change in meaning during the lifetime of an individusl, For instance,
colour photography could be an instrumental hobby when it is used as an
adjunct to work, On the other hend, it could be solely used for recreation
end its sesthetic appeal, and therefore categorized as expressive.ao7 Its
classification could also change during the lifetime of the individual con-
cerned. However, for our purposes, "useful", educational or momey-making
hobbies such as knitting or do-it-yourself projects were termed instrumen-
tal; gratifying but non-proiit-making hobbies such as listening to music
were termed expressive.

Larrabee quotes an owner of a large New York hobby shop as saying

*in the past few years the greatest development has been in the arts and

20714 will be obvious from the context here, that "instrumental®
is being used in the sense of "goal-oriented" snd "expressive' as grati-
ficational,
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208
crafts -~ by the numbers". (i.e. ready-to-paint sets of artists'

materials.) The problem is whether to classify this hobby as an expressive

or an instrumental one.

Beading
One leisure time pursuit which will be examined in detail is read=

ing. Generally, reading is considered to be "educational", although it is
recognized that the type of material read may be very diverse, Neverthe-
less, in an area of the city where the median formal educational attainment
is 7 - 8 years of schooling, any type of reading can be regarded as a means
of maintaining functional literacy. ¥or instance, few of the first geners-
tion Southern~ltalians or Sicilians have more than 5 years of schooling,
Probably, the occasional reading of an ethnic newspaper is important to
keep them fusctionally literate.207

Before analyzing the empirical data of our study, some consideration
will be given to studies indicative of social class differences in the uses
of leisure. R, Clyde White wikites of school children,

children of the upper lower class had about three hours

more leigure during the four-day period than did those
of the upper middle class; they devoted almost twice as

aoexrlc Larrabee, "What's Happening to Hobbies?" in Larrabee and
Meyersohn, eds., 9p.cit,, v. 271.

2°9Thn term "functionally literate" is used in the research studies
on literacy, especially as it pertains to literacy among the underprivileged
and in the developing nations, to refer to reading for enjoyment. A person
who is barely literate finds that reading is 2 very arduous task and is
therefore scarcely a pleasurable leisure-time activity after a hard days!

'Orko
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as meny hours to radio, television, movies and

sports as did the upper middle class and coﬁgapomi—

ingly less to each of the other activities,
Alfred C, Clarke reports that when respondents were asked what they would
do with an extra two hours a day, those im Class I of the socio~economic
prestige scale stated that they would read or study, whereas many in Class
V indicated they would rest or loaf.zn We have noted earlier that "loaf-
ing", when urgent business is not preseing, is an acceptable pattern in
some communities in both rural and urban aroas.zm

Professor Pineo writes of the North End:

Listening to radio and watching TV are the dominent

leisure activities., Nearly ninety per cent of the

respondents reported they watched television at least

a few times a week, Reading, probably of the news~

paper, was aleso reported with & high frequency. Sec-

ond in frequency to this participation in mass culture

were the actiﬂtéu of “wigiting and having visitors"

and “gardening'.
Visiting as & lelsure activity, of elther friends or relatives, will be
examined in the second helf of this chapter. The empirical data on hobbies

will now be considered.

A comparison of those engaged in instrumental as contrasted with

expressive hobbies showed no significant differences between the three

am&. Clyde White, "Social Class Differences" in ibid., p. 103,

211A1frod c. Olarko. #The Use of Lcimro a.nd Its Relation to Levels
of Occupational Frestige", juerigi ociological Review, Vol, 21, 1956,

21230‘ studies by Vogt, C'Dea and Whyte referred to in Chapter II.

213p1neo, op.cit,, p. 12.


http:cardeni.nc

7, ;A9

religious groups. It could be that there is so much overlapping of cate-
gories as indicated earlier, that this is not a very useful dichotomy for
this particular case, Or, the class patterning of leisure activity could

completely override any religious differences.

Heading and the lorth fnd Data

Lenski has demonstrated that Catholic women tend te avold the more
serious and demanding forms of szetivity and to turn instead Lo actlivities
which are chiefly gratificational, in their leisure time,2M* It had con-
sequently been predicted, in the North "nd study, that Catholics would
engage less in resding than Protestants. This prediction was fulfilled and
there were significant differences found between the three religious
grouya.2l5 When a series of social factors was tested for its effect upon
reading, as compared with religicus affiliation, only education surpassed
the latter, as was anticipated,

Reading among Catholies, Anglicans and
Other Major Protestants

rercentage differences, Percentage differences Type of
Religion Other Variables Table

22% 18%¢  Income 3x3

27% 194 1ge 3x3

15% 12% Immigrant Generation 3x3

10% 15¢  Hduecation 2 x2

10% 7% Ethnieity ~ 2x2

19% | 6%  Sex 2x2

Table 5

ZluLenski. op.cit., pp. 227-229,

21542 = 12,47, d.f. = 4, The probability that it occurred by chance
is less than 29,
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Controlling for religious differences in our sample, factors
aessocisted with a high level of frequent reasding are high school education,
income over $4,000, British background, second or later immigrant genera-
tion, snd older age groups. Now it can be seen that these are all factors
associated with the Protestant as compared with the Catholic groups in our
sample, The latter has & larger proportion of respondents who are first
generation immigrants., Just over 40% of the Catholic sample are Italians,
and this ethnic group has & very low rate ef frequent readers. The Cathoe
lic group is the only one of the three which containsg completely unschooled
respondents, and these are mostly Italians. It also is a younger group in
terms of median sge -~ presumably those families who have young children
do not find the time or tranquillity to read much. Therefore it is consid-
ered that there is, quite possibly, & spurious relationship between relig-
ious affiliation and reading, IMurther research is needed on this subject
to come to a decision here.

Reading has been considered in this section because of ite close
link with education and hence with social mobility, as well as being an
indicator of attitudes toward leisure and its “proper" use.

Visiting patterns are also of interest in view of their associa-

tion with potential rates of soclal mobility for the groups in question,

fremendous interest has been generated in recent years by the find-
inge of a number of research studies which centre on friendship and kinship

viglting patterns in the large urban centres of industrial societies.
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These studies may be divided for convenience into four categories, (a) the
examination of the patterns among the working class living in "urban re-
newal" areas, as contrasted with the middle cless living in suburbia,

(b) the differences between urban and rural srems, (e¢) ethnic differences,
and (4) religious d4ifferences. Only the first of these can show a sub~
stantial body of empirical data to support its theoretical base. The last
three areas have produced much more speculation than solid empirieal
studies, It is in the fourth srea that the present study will proceed,
after a discussion of the backgrourd material contained in the research

and literature of class, ethnic and regional differences.

(a) Clags differences

Recent research both in Greast Britain and the United States, has
emphasized the importance of the extended kinship network to people of the
working class. By way of contrast, the emphasis in the middle clase is
upon mobility, both social and geogravhical, Friendship usually takes
priority over kinmship in the suburbs, according %o recent studies., Tal=-
cott Parsons considers that extended family relations are not compatible

206, povever, this viewe

with the demands of modern industrisl societies.
point has been challenged by Litwak who argues thet = "modified" extended
family ig consonant with occupational mobility in modern industrial areas.

The extended family provides ald across class limes but does not hinder

216Talcott Parsons, "Revised Analytical Approach to the Theory of

Social Stratifieation" in ﬂ. B.ndix and S5.M. Lipset, eds., t
: )cie 3 ation, (Glencoe, Free Press, 1360),
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a7

mobility based on merit.' Sussman and Burchinal, after a comprehen-

sive examination of recent research in this field, have come to the coneclu-

sion that

The description of the isolated, nuclear Aumerican
family system, if valid, is most sulted to the white,
urban middle class segment of society. Presumably,
the leisure time of the members of these famllies is
sbsorbed in the activities of secondary, specisl
interest social groups. Since urban, lower-classe
family members participate less than middle class
femily members in voluntary organizations, it is be-
lieved that socisl activities of adult lower class
family mgggra ere restricted to informal visiting
patterns.

The authors emphasize in their study that the "modified extended family"
exists and functions in modern industrial soclety. The kin network is
linked by both mutual ald and by soclal activities. One of their find-
ings was that

While there may be a difference in the absolute

amount of financial aid received by familiés of

middle and working class status, there are insig-

nificant differences in the proportion of families

in these two strats who report receiving, givusl

or exchanging economic assigtance in some fomm 9
While economic aid may be important, nevertheless, Susemar and Burchinal
consider that social activities are the principal functions of the kin
family network. These include visiting, Jjoint participation in recrea-

tional sctivities and ceremonial behaviour which is significant to family

"’17m¢om mtm:, “Occuputional Mobility and Extended Family Co-

Hesion", iew, Vol. 25, Feb. 1960,

218y rvin B, Sussman and Lee Burchinal, "Kin Femily Network: Un-
horaldoé atmturo in Current Conceptualizations of Family Functioning",
T a Vel km. 1962 Pe 23“
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unity. These dominate the lelsure time pursults of urdan working class
members. Of the function of the family among immigrante they write
Once new immigrants became established in the city
they served as informante, innkeepers and providers
for later kin arrivals., Once these followers arri-
ved the kin family network then functioned most
effectively to P""“"ég&‘“ acculturate. their mem~
bers into urban ways.
The authors conclude their review of the current research by re-
Jecting the concept of the 1solated nuclear family in modern urban
goclety. Now to examine some of the recent studies in more detail,
There have been many studies conducted recently, and especially
in Great Britain, which place heavy emphasis on the importance of the
frequency of visits of Ikin which occur among menual labourere,
Young and Willmott in their study of families in Bethnal Green,
a district of Zast London, reported that elghty per cent of the women
they interviewed had seen their mothers during the previocus week.m
The importance of the mother in working cless families is stressed by

2e2

¥lizabeth Bott. Young and Willmott give 2 resume of studies in this

area and summarize their conclusions as follows:
if our argument is right, we would expect the

stressing of the mother-daughter tie to be wide~
spread, perhaps universal, phenomenon in the

2201p3d,, p. 239.

221y 4chael Young and Peter Willmott, Family and Kinship in East
London, (Middlesex, Penguin, 1957) p.

222540

“Lonaéi, Ta;i

stbck,
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urban areas of all industrisl countries, at any
rate in the families of urban workers, Future
research will show whether this expectation is
Justified,=?

Madeleine Kerr, writing of Ship Street, a dockside sres of Liver=
pool, Englend, states that the residents are interested "only in personal
relationships centred on their family group". 2 Elizabeth Bott emphssizes
that the relationships are with a network of kin rather than an organized
xreup.aaf’

Herbert Gane writing of Italian~Americen families in Boston, states
thet the West Enders soclialize primarily with pecple of their own age and
sex, He reports that "the large majority of West Lnders are clearly work-
ing cless'.2%®  Gans concludes that their way of 1ife can be better under-
stood as a class phenomenon than as an ethnic one.%2T  This statement is
open to debate, and certainly in the present study, there are both simi-
larities and differences between Italian and other ethanic working class
groups in the North End,

The current litersture of the working class subculture abounds

with examples of the importance of the kinship network in this sector of

223y oung end Willmott, gp,cit,, p. 195-6.
22%%101» Kerr, Zhy
1958), p. 5.

22530e Bott, gp, cit,, p. 132.

zzsnarbtr% &nm. The
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modern urban society. However classical urban gociology has been slow to
assimilate these findings since traditionally urban soclety was thought

to break down kin relationships. The research in this field will now ¢

be discussed dbriefly,

In 1954=5 Phillip Garigue conducted a study in Montreal to find
out the extent and importance of kinship contacts in thiz large urban
ccntre.zza He interviewed fifty-two French Canadians and collected geneo-
logical tables from those of urban background., He discovered that the
mean number of kin known to the respondent was two hundred and fifteen.

The respondents reported spending much time with their kin and there was
much reciprocation of services. These included the loan of needed objects,
babysitting, shopping, care of the household during the mother's illnees
or confinement and loans or gifte of an economic mt\u'c.zzg :

Bvidence points to the strong ties between kin which are not
broken down by urban soclety, per se, although they may be weakened by
the mobility experienced in the middle classes.

Ethnic differences within the working class may also be a factor
that should be taken into consideration. These differences have already

been inferred in the discussion of Italians and Prench Canadians above,

228pn1114p Garigue, "French Canadian Kinship and Urban Life",

American Anthropologigt, 1956, pp. 1090-1100.

2295“ alao Ma,rvin B. Sussman, "The Help Pattern in the Middle
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(e) Zthnic differences

John Kosa in his study of Hungarians in Ontario has pointed out
that migration within their culture took place in the context of the sib,
%oustom ruled thet the immigrant should not be joined by his brother but
rather By a son of enmother sid family",230 Thne traditional pattern of
migration should be examined for particular ethmic groups to discover
whether the immigrants come %o settle in an area im which their kinfolk
are already established, or whether it is the ethnic custom to settle as
isolated nuclear families,

Finally there is the association between the sttitudes and values

upheld by the religlous group, with regard to the family,

(a) Beligious 4ifferences
Max Weber has written:

The great achievement of ethical religions, above
all of the ethical and asceticist sects of Frotes-
tantism, was to shatter the fetters of the sib.
These religions established the superior community
of faith and a comuon ethical way of life in eppo-
sition to the community of bdlood, oggf to a large
extent in opposition to the family.

Lengki has pointed out that Protestantism was originelly a

sectarian~type revolt in which "separation" was emphasized. He suggests
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that

Protestantism still retains lingering traces of
its more radicel past., Ome of these traces may
be found in its attempt to create church-related
organizations as & substitute for secular social
relatiogsbips, egpecially those of the extended
femily.= 52

Whersas the Protestant Churches eppear to stand
in a competitive relationship with the kin group
to some degree, the Catholic Church stands in
what is more nearly a complementary relationship,
The Church and kin group seem more often to be
matually rainfarcingzgs.gamaﬂam in the lives
of devout Catholicse,”~-

Lenski found in the 1952 survey that the attraction of the kin group was
stronger for Catholice than for Protestants. It is hypothesized that

this would also be the case for the respondents of the North End,

Professor Pineo reports on the North End of Hamilton,

A11 but 50 of the 327 respondents reported comtact
with kin outside the muclear family living in the
Hamilton srea . . « 223 of the respondents report
contact with some member of their extended family
at least once per week. This fizure (68%) may be
compared to the figure of 66 per cent reporting
contact at lesst once a week among housewives inter-
viewed in the Detroit aree study of 1955 . . .
106 reported that the kin they see most freguently
live in the North End. There is with respect to
this & clear relationship between proximity and fre-
quency of contect . . . We suspected, during the

2321:0)1'1{1, M. Pe 2%"70

EBSM‘" P 2h7—8.
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design of the study, that because the North End is
an older part of the citg it might be the centre
of certain kin networks, 3
In a recent paper, Feter C. Pineo emphasized that men reported
seeing their brothers most frequently and the women, their sisters, in
the North End., Statistics he presented are as follows:

Percentages reporting weekly contact with brothers
and sisters, by sex

ien Homen
Brother 28 13
gister a2 23
NUMBER 153 ™

Table 6537

He pointed out verbally at this conference that whereas in London, England,
the bond between sisters secemed to be the most important ome, in the North
End of Hamilton the bond between bLrothers was the most important tuily
tie. He suggested that the lack of stable jobs in the area may be a factor
in the close ties between male members of the family who apprise each other
of conditions on the local Jjob market., Now to examine the empirical data
of the present study.

Comparing the amount of reported visiting with kin as contrasted
with friends, no significant differences were found between the three

religious gronps.236 Every group reported that they had most contact with

23’4?1””. op.eit., p. 5-6.

235!1:09. sheet accompanying paper at Conference of the Dept. of
Sociology at the University of Toronto, March, 1963, Mo title, n.d.

23612 ® 1,52, d.f. = 4, not significant at the 5F level of prob-
ability.
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kin.237

3ince religious affiliation was not indicated as a significant
variable, a range of other variables was tested by the method of effect
parameters to see whether there was a particular variable associated with

the predominance of visiting kin over visiting friends; results are as

follows:

Percentage differences: Percentage differences:

Effect sssoclated with Effect associated with Iype of

re s affiliation other variables Iable
12¢ 124  1ge 3x3
144 15% Generation 3x3
13% 144  Income 3%x3
15% 159 Education 3% 3
5% 6% Tthpicity 2x2
11% 3% Sex 2x2
5% 44  Rural or urban upbringing 2 x 2

Table 7

Since no variable surpasses religious affiliation in importance by more than
1%, and since religious affiliation does not show a significént difference
between Catholies and Protestants, the probable explanation is that the
predominsnce of visiting kin over friends is class patterned., It is to be
regretted that we have no empirical data in this study fér the frequency of

visiting kin as compared with friends in a middle class district of Hamilton.

2373ee Table VIIq in the appendix,
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Teble VII r in the appendix shows that those regpondents in all
three religious groups who have low church attendance rates reported more
frequently thet they visited friends more often than rel atives. So that
high church attendance, both Protestant amd Catholic, is assoclated with
high kinship contact, BSince many of the relatives are living within the
seme general area of the city253 and since there is usuaslly one church for
each denomination in the area (including ome French Catholic Church, one
Italian Catholie, and one English-speaking Catholic Church) and since the
majority of familles in the KNorth End are religiously endogamous, then the
church i& probably one of the places where North-Endere meet their rela-
tives.

The only ethnic group which reports more frequency of contact with
friends than with relatives is the FrencheCanadian. At first sight this
appears to be a surprising finding in view of the work of Garigus>J? and
others, However, most French Canadians have come to Hamilton because of
work opportunities, and therefore may be separated from kin, There is
probably much truﬁiling to and from Hamilton and their home towns on the

240 but frequency of contact would be

periphery of the Province of Quebec,
limited to some extent by the financial costs of travelling.

Another secondary analysis of the North End data indicates that
Previous litersture has shown how French Canadians

migrate out of Quebec in search 6f work, when they
are young., This may explain the influence income

23see Pinec, gp.cit., p. 5-7.

239300 Garigue, Qp.cit.
auocral communication of Dr. Frank G. Vallee, Sept. 1962,
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has on kinghip iavolvement for with increasing
income for the respondent more of the respondent's
fanily may migrete to thie city in search of work.
Therefore the rise in 5{"“" involvement in the
upper income category.

Examining Table VIIt it is evident that only first generation
Anglicans reported visiting friends more than kin. This is probably be-
cause they came from England to work in the cotton mills in Hamilton and
were attracted here primarily by the work opportunities for which they
had special skills.

It ie only the Anglicans under the age of forty who report seeing
friends most. In education it is once agein the Anglicans, this time of
high school education, who see friends more often than relatives. There
is very little difference in terms of income in the visiting pattern,

Sex only makes a difference to the Catholic respondents; the males report

242 prie

about ten percentage points above females in seeing friends most.
is probably related to the high numbers of Italians in this group, where
the emphasis in Italian-North-American culture is often on the peer
groups. Moreover, some Italians would say, "What do you mean, friends
or relatives mosti! My friends are my cousins”.

Peter Pineo suanarizes the gemeral situation with regard to
visiting in these words:

Table 2-40 shows that the respondents reported they
vigit relatives more often than friende, This is

2“1'- !ml‘ ulgn. ».éito. Pe 33‘

242p,116 VIIx in the eppendix.



142

despite the fact that in Table 2-32, 120 respondents
reported they see their best Pfriend in the neighbour-
hood "every day" while in Table 2«23, only 70 report
they see any kin "every day". It would appear that
the pattern is to have fewer friends but to see each
one more frequently than kin are seen . . . , Table
1l=74 ghows that only two respondents mentioned
"having relatives here" as a reason they would prefer
to continue living in thelr present dwelling unit,
and only four mentioned wanting to live nearer rele-
tives as a reacon they would prefer to move. At
another point (Tables 2=31 and 2-36) when the respone
dents were asked how they met thelr best friends,

the response "through relatives" was quite common,
Similarly in response to the question "To whom do
you go for advice or help?" (Table 2-78) relatives
were mentioned frequently. Table 3«26 ghows that 17
of the respondents reported t. ,h“viaited kin" during
their previous summer vacation, 3

In conclusion the visiting patterns of the respondents in the
North End of Hamilton may be viewed as class patterned, and this is modi-
fied only slightly by akhnisuy. It does not appear to be sssociated in
our study with religious affiliation. In thie respect our data does not
confirm Lenski's findings. However, the Detroit study included a group
of middle class respondents, and religious affiliation may be of greater

pignificance in that group.

Sonclugions

Three areas of leisure time activities, hobbies, reasding, and
visiting patterns, have been examined in this chapter., There were no
statistically significant differences found between the three religious

groups in the choice of "instrumental" or "expressive" hobbies, nor

2M3P1”°. Analysig of
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between the choice of visiting friends in preference to relatives.
Although a significant diiference is reported between much, little, or no
reading for the religious groups, it was concluded that the relationship
is quite possibly spurious, when the other social differences between the
groups were taken into consideration.

It 1s therefore concluded that the examples of lelsure-time activity
examined in this chapter are class patierned rather than religiously pate

terned,
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CONCLUSIONS

Examination of the empirical data of the North End study gives
evidence that religious affiliation 1g of some considerable importance
as a variable in sociological study, However, every effort must be
expended to ensure that the association of religious affiliastion and
specific secular activities and attitudes is valid, The few empirical
studies previously conducted in this ares have either neglected the
ethnic differences of Catholic and of Protestant groups, or they have
neglected group differences in other socisl characteristics, such as
age, class, or immigrant generation. The present study has attempted
to take all these factors into account and to control them wherever
possible. However, the comparatively small sample size has imposed limi-
tations upon the analysis.

0f especial interest are those tables which show comparisons of
the three religious groups, broken down into their major ethnic com=
ponents, It is noted that om no occasion did ethnic differences account
for the total differences between the religious groups of our sample,
i.e. the differences between religious groups were always greater than
the differences between ethnic groups, where a significent difference
had been recorded between religious affiliation and secular attitudes

1kl
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and reported behaviqur.

In Chapter V dealing with voting preference it was pointed out
that religious affiliation is the most important single variable in the
prediction of voting, in Canada, although other influential variables may
have a cumulative effect when they occur in certain combinations. If the
Catholic, Anglican, and Qther Major Protestant samples had been equally
matched in terms of other social characteristics, the differences between
Catholic and Protestant voting would have been increased rather than de-
creased, In particular, if a larger number of young men had been present
in the Protestant sample, the Protestant group would probably have shown
an even larger percentage of persons voting for the New Democratic party.

In Chapters VI and VII on work and leisure, it was noted thet
there were differencee in attitude toward work of "Other Major Protestants"
and Catholics, Protestants do not consider self-employment to be work,
but rather they think of it as an alternative to work, The aspirational
level of both Protestants and Catholics was the same; nevertheless atti-
tudes towards work could play a major role in the successful attalinment
or otherwise of their goals, and this can have implications for social
mobility. |

In the section on leisure activity there was little evidence of
statistically significant differences between the religious groups, which
could not be accounted for through other social differences in the res-

pective samples,

The visiting patterns of Catholics, Anglicans, and Other Major
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Protestants are all predominantly oriented toward their kin. This is a
welleknown feature of working class subculture and appears to be quite
independent of religious affiliation, At this point it should be noted
that the lack of a middle class study in Hemilton has imposed limitations
on conclusions to be drawn from the data of this. study. It nizht well be
that there are significaent differences between Catholics and Protestants
in vigiting kin or friends in middle class suburbia which do not exist at
the working class level, bux‘at present we lack tangible proof.

It is recognized that this study represents a beginning of the
investigation of the relationship between religious affiliation and secu~
lar attitudes and behaviour. It is only a beginning, and much remains to
be done. One line of future resgearch which should be investigated and
which is suggested by the present study would be an examinstion of the
meaning of the word "work" to Catholics end to Protestante., It seems that
much of the research done to date takes for granted that the word hes un-
ambiguous connotations, This is an assumption which the results of the
present study lead us to question. Another avenue of research would be
to follow up the relationship between hierarchical church orgsnizetions
and preference for voting for the Liberal party. Is there sny gsugal con-
nection between these two? Unfortunately, Public Opinion Foll data were
not: available in sufficient time for the testing of this bypothesis with
independent data.

It has been demonstrated, especially with regard to the material

on voting preference, that there are differences between the relative
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influence of specific variables in Canada and the United States. These
differences shoud not obscure the similarities which have been shown to
exiet between the two socleties, Canadiazn sociologists would do well to
examine the areas where extrapolstion from American research illumines
the Canadlan situation., At the same time they must be aware of areas of
research in Canadian society which require srecific knowledge of the dise

tinctive background of this country for an adequate anaslysis,

Pinally, to return to the basic question with which thisz thesis

In the azrea of Canadian politices the answer is une

questionably "yes" -~ it is gruciel to an adequate analysis of voting

preference in this country. With reference to economic life, the answer

would be a qualified "yes": qualified, that is, by the very important
variable of social class, and at times almost obscured by & secularized
version of the Protestant Ethic, the Canadlan “wey of 1life",

We come immediately to the problem of an adequate explanation of
the great influence of religious affiliation in the area of voting prefer-
ence, and its very minor role in economic attitudes and behaviour. At
this point it is necessary to look to the historical antecedents in these
two areas, In the political realm, the Anglican church in Canada, which
was the State Church at one time, was allied to the Conservative party,
the support of British interests and the preservation of the status quo.
French and Catholic interests therefore became attached to the opposing

ILibersl party. The present major Protestant Denominations (i.e. non-
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Anglican), in Canada which commenced as separatist sects, had taken 2

stand of indifference to politics. But when the privileges and interests
of their religious institutions, such ag schools and colleges, were threat-
ened, they were forced to enter the political arona.am Relizions affilia-
tion had therefore become volitiecally aligned during the nineteenth century
in Canada and is continued to the present day by "traditionalism" within
the religious subcommunities.

On the other hand, the imperative for dichotomization of Catholic
and Protestant attitudes toward economic activity was not given the same
impetus. The challenges of a new frontier country meant that the value of
hard work wae emphasized in all these religious groups. Soclal class dif=-
ferences in attitudes towards work predominated over religious differences.
Perhaps in large measure this has been facilitated by the increasing secu~
larization of Protestant groups, with the substitution of asceticism by
consumer credit purchasing. In an earlier era in smaller communities it
was not necessary to maintain onds status by ostentation. Nowadaye in the
comparative impersonality and mobility of the large metropolis, status is
maintained by "conspicuous consumption® .2“'5 Protestants have frequently
adopted the philosophy of life epitomized by the trade unions and have in

effect returned to the original Catholiec position, that work is a durden,

to be avoided if possible.

2’414-5.. SQD. 0181'&. wd d & A
net's dlscussion of the churches and tupornu logichuon entitled, "The
Urban Gonmunity and Changing Moral Standards", in 5.D. Clark, ed., Urbanisgm

2"55“ Vance Packard, The §tatus Seekers, (New York, Cardinmal Pocket
Books, 1364).
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This thesie will have accomplished its purpose, if it has filled
a few of the gaps in our knowledge of the socioleogy of religion., If it
con stimulate others to new and fruitful areas of research, then it can
worthily eleim to have a significance which reaches out beyond that of

its own empirical data,
Robert Merton has summarized the role of empirical research in

these words:

It is my central thesis that empirical research goes
far beyond the passive role of verifying and testing
theory: it does more than confirm or refute hypothe-
ses, Research plays an active role: it performs at
least four major functions which help shape the de-

velopment of theory. It initiates, it reformulatesg,
it deflects, and 1t glarifies theory.?

246povert Merton, 9p,cit,, p. 103.
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Religious Affiliation and Yearly Income of the Family

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND IKCOME

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Cther Kajor Frotestant
X 2 g ¥ T ¥ 2 Cwd
Income:
Less than $1000 6 37 3.1 2 3.8 3.8 6 Ts7 ; % |
$1000 - 1999 15 9.2 12.9 4 1.7 1.5 12 15.4 23.1
$2000 - 2999 18 11.0 23.9 9 37.3 23.0 3 11.5 34.6
$3000 - 3999 37 22,7 46.6 13 25.0 54%.0 13 16.7 51.3
$4000 - 4999 36 22,1 68.7 6 11.5 65.5 21 26.9 78.2
$5000 = 5999 20 12.3 81.0 7 13.5 73.0 7 9.0 87.2
$6000 - 6999 10 6.1 87.1 2 3.8 82.8 3 3.9 91.1
$7000 = 7999 7 L.3 91.4 2 3.8 86.6 3 3.9 95.0
and more
No answer 1k 8.6 100.0 7 13.4 100.0 L 5.1 100.1
TOTALS 163 100.0 100.0 52 100.0 100.0 78 100,% 100.1 ’
fPercontaéen do not always add TABRLE 1Va

to 100 because of rounding,

16T



RELIGICUS AFFILIATION AND EDUCATION

Religzioue Affiliation and Respondent's years of Schooling

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Other liajor Protestant
rons ¥ Z  Cumg X s I z  Cwm.z

Woere Gaploted)

None 6 3.7 0 0 0 0

1 =2 yrs. 6 3.7 T4 1 1.9 1.9 0 0

3 4 yrs, 21 12,9 20,3 1 1.9 3.8 2 2.5 2,5

5 « 6 yrs. 43 26.4 46.7 7 13.5 17.3 11 14,1 16.6

7 - 8 yrs. 50 30.7 77.4 26 500 67.3 42 53.8 704

9 - 10 yrs. O U § 92,1 13 25.0 9.3 13 16.7 87.1

11 - 12 yrs. 8 k.9 97.0 2 3.9 96.2 7 9.0 %.1

13 yrs. 1 .6 97.6 1 1.9 98.1 0 0 9.1

14 yrs. 0 0 97.6 1 1.9  100.0 0 0 %6.1

15<§§:;.§§a?2224> 3 1.8 99.k4 0 0 100,0 0 0 96.1

No answer 1 0.6 100,0 0 0 100,0 3 3.8 99.9

TOTALS 163 52 T8

Specialized Edu~ 7 4,2 3 L.7 8 9.3

cation

TABLE IVb

gst



RELIGICUS AFFILIATICH AND CCCUPATIOR

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Other lajor Protestant
Occupation:
Professionals and Owners ; 10 6.1 3 5.8 3 3.9
Managerial, white collar,)

civil service, super- )

visory staff )
Skilled clerical and

Salesmen 6 3.7 2 3.8 3 3.9
Skilled trades 35 21.5 10 13.2 15 19.2
Semiskilled, including )

truck drivers and )

sales clerks ) 34 20.9 16 30.8 30 384
Unskilled 65 39.9 14 26.9 2e 28,2
No Answer 10 6.1 7 13.5 5 6.l
Vague 3 1.8 ¢ 0
TOTALS 163 100.0 52 100.0 78 100,0

TABLE IVe

€4t



RELIGICOUS AFFILIATION AND AGE

Religious Affiliation and Age of Respondent

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Presbyterian United Church

N % Cum.% N % Cum,% N % Cum % N % Cum.
Age (in years):
Less thsn 20 2 1.2 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
21 - 25 8 4,9 6.1 3 5.8 5.8 0 0 0 1 3.6 3.6
26 - 30 19 11.6 11.7 3 5.8 11.6 3 9.7 9.7 1 3.6 7.2
31 - 35 2y 1h,7 32.4 5 9.6 21.2 1 3.2 12.9 5  17.8 25.0
36 - 4o 37 2.7 55.1 6 11.6 32.8 2 6.1 19.3 5 17.8 42.9
B - k45 19 iy Y 66.8 6 11.6 Ll i 2 R 25.7 3 10.7 53.5
46 = 50 8 4.9 n.7 6 11,6 56.0 3 9.7 5.4 3 10.7 ol.2
51 - 55 12 7.4 79.1 b 7.6 63.6 5  16.1 51.5° 1 3.6 67.8
56 - 60 7 4.3 83.4 6 11.6 75.2 by 12,9 6. b 6 2.4 89.2
61 - 65 9 5.5 88.9 3 5.8 81.6 T 22,6 87.0 2 13 96.3
66 - 70 8 4.9 93.8 2 3.8 84,8 4 12.9 99.9 0 0 96.3
71 and over 9 5.5 99.3 8 15.3  100.1 0 0 99.9 1 3.6 99.9
No answer 1 0.6 99.9 0 0  100.1 ) 0 99.9 0 0 99.9
TOTALS 163 99.9 52  100.1 31 99.9 28  99.9

TABLE Ile



RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AED AGE (Continued)

Religious Affiliation and Age of Respondent

Total, Cther

Religion Baptist Iutheran Cther, Major Frotestant Major Protestant
Age (in years): . * fanZ - . =

Less than 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 oo
21 - 25 0 0 1 33.3 0 0 2 2.56
26 - 30 2 15.h 15.h 0 0 0 0 6 7.63
31 -35 1 7.7 23.1 0 0 2 66.6 9  11.54
36 - 4o 3 2341 46.2 1 33.3 0 0 11 1k.10
41 - U5 2 15.4 61.6 0 0 0 0 7 8.97
L6 - 50 0 0 61.6 0 0 0 0 6 7.69
51 - 55 1 1.7 69.3 1 33.3 0 0 8  10.26
56 = 60 0 0 69.3 0 0 0 0 10 12,82
61 - 65 1 1.7 77.0 0 0 0 ) 10 12,82
66 = 70 1 17 8,7 0 0 0 0 5 6.42
71 and over 2 15.4 100,1 0 0 1 33,3 Y 5.12
TOTALS 13 100.1 3 39.9 3 99.9 78 99.99

TABLE IVdp

Gq1



RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND SEX/MARITAL STATUS

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Other )ligz:ll’rotestnt
el seatuns £  Cumd X Z  Cwmd X 2 O

Married male 75 46.0 16 30.8 32 41.0
Married female 71 43.6 89.6 20  38.5 69.3 30  38.5 79.5
Single male 3 1.8 91.4 2 3.8 73.1 1 1.3 80.8
Single female 3 1.8 93.2 2 3.8 76.9 0 0 80.8
¥idower 3 1.8 95.0 3 5.8 82,7 0 0 80.8
Widow 6 3.7 98.7 5 9.6 92.3 n 14,1 94.9
Separated/divorced

Male 0 0 98.7 0 0 92.3 2 2,6 97.5

Female 2 1.2 99.9 4 1.1 100.0 2 2.6 100.1
Common-law stated O 0 99.9 0 0 100.0 o 0 100
TOTALS 163 99.9 52  100.0 78 100.1
Total, femle 82 3 #

TABLE IVe

94T



HELIGIQUS AFFILIATICN AND ETHKICITY

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Cther Major Protestant
Ethnicity: - = - A -

French Canadian 19 11.66 2 2.56
British Canadian 11 8.75 12 23.08 18 24,39
English 10 6.13 2y 46.15 17 21.79
Scottish 5 3.07 7 13.46 17 23,08
North West European 8 L, 1 1.92 6 7.69
East. ¥uropean 9 5.52 1 1.92 3 3.89
801(1::;2;?15322?:1 13 7.98 0 h 5.12
North Italien 22 13.50 0 0

South Italian 32 19.63 0 0

Sielly 14 8.59 0 0
”°§;§Z;§§3§a‘i"° 3 1.84 1 1.92 0

British and other 3 1.84 5 9.62 6.41
Irish 14 8.59 1 1.92 b 5.12 §§
TOTALS 163 100.00 52 99.99 78 100,05

TABLE IVf



RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIOR AND GENERATION

Religion Roman Catholic Anglican Other Major Protestant
Generation: . . . 2
First Generation 83 50.31 9 17.31 19 24,36
Second Generation 29 17.79 22 42,31 23 29,48
Third Generation 17 10.43 13 25.00 13 16.67
Fourth Generation 35 21.47 8 15.38 23 29,49
TOTALS 163 100,00 52 100.00 78 100,00

TABLE IVg

Ut
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EELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND URBAN/ RURAL BACKGROUKD

Religion Homan Catholic Anglican Cther Major Protestant
X & X 4 b &

Background:
Farm 22 13.5 5.8 11 1k.1
Village 12 7.4 4 7.7 y 5.1
Town, city,

suburb 129 79.1 by 8h,.6 63 80.7
No answer ¢ 1 1.9 0
TOTALS 163 100,00 52 100.00 78 199.9

PABLE 1IVh

66T
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