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Seope and Contents of Theslas:

This thesis ie in &hxaa sections: an introductory chupter
surveying the contributery factors which gave rise to
Christian Science as & healing cult taking into mccount the
life and peculiarities of its founder, lrs. Baker, Clover,
Patterson, dddyj a chapler on lre. Bddy's contset with
Meswerism through Phineas 7, (uimby whose writings and
methods she adopted as her ownji and, finally, & chapter
wherein the doctrine of "ilind Healing” is evaluated as to

its validity, limitations and possibilities. It is contended
that the healing teught and practiced hy‘@hxisﬁtau Hgience

is nothing new bul merely a reintroduction, under & different
naue, of the ancient practice of hypnotic suggestion whieh
isy, without doubt, effcctive in healing functional disscuses.
It i further contended, however, that Christiasn Science
¢laime to healing of mll diseases is fraught with real danger
to life since its methods cannot heal organic disense,
neither can it oclaim divine healing sinee ita very philosophy

is a denial of true Christianity es also of true Science.

ii


http:tH~t:rtt.on

PREFACE

The claims to healing mede by various individuals
and religious sects have arcused the sathor's desire te
discover to what extent they sre valid. The fact that
healing is stressed so little in the “older" Protestant
churehes and practiced, instead, by travelling mirscle
workers or by sects whose dootrines are questionablae,
cannot but cause ecneerns Christian Science is one of
these sects and sinece its growith is based almost entirely
upon "Hind Healing® the author has ¢onfined hie present
research to an evaluation of ite ¢laims.

The author is deeply grateful for the sssistance
given by Professor G. Ps Albough and Dr. H. Pe Aldwinckle
in the asseubling and writing of this thesis.

Jamilton, Ontario Ee As Wingblade.
March 31, 1953,
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CHAPTER X

GRNERAL SOURCES CF CHRISTIAN SCIERCEH

Throughout the history of the human race there
have been wen snd women who have claimed knowledge and
power in the healing of human ailments. Such knowledge
and power has ranged in degree from that of the very
primitive witch=doetor with his charms and incantations
to the authenticated supernatural healing effected by our
Lord Jesus Christ snd his followers. Oomewhere in this
wide remch from the ridiculous to the divine, from the
imaginary to the real, must be placed the clajss to hesle
ing meade by Christian Heience. This hesling cult, for so
it may be rightly called, originated in New Hampshire
about the middle of the last century in & socisl, relig-
ious and naticnal setting peculiarly adespted to ite rise.

ihe founder wes & native lew England woman, Hrs.
Hary Baker Glover Patterson #ddy, who has been charactere
ized as “a& sincere, though quite uncritieal, student of
the Bible, the wife of three husbands, who wrote a‘Baut
Seller,; launched some succeseful newspapers and di@&
leaving nearly three million dollars, all made out of
ruligtaa*:x Bhe made her discovery of Christian Sgience

4, Ae Le Fisher, Qur sion (London: Harnest

Benn LMQ, 1929), pe L0s
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at the age of forty-five, desoribing the event in her own

worde aus follows:
In the year 1886, I discovered the Christ Science
or divine laws of Life, Truth, and lLoves and named
my discovery Ghristiaa Seience. God had been
gragicusly prepar me during many years for the
recaption af thia nal zsvalatien of the abaa}utt
divine Frinciple ﬁ! seientific mentel healing.

History tesches us thot no movemsnt is the progeny
of a vingle paurent. The healing practices of Christian
Geience were formulated out of a curious cembination of
feminine eccentrieity, Shakerism, Spirituslism and Kesmere
ism in an sge torn by civil war. These sources of the

movenment we will proceed to analyse.

The old adage, that necessity is the mother of
invention, is applicable to the discovery of healing by
Hreas Bddy. An invaelid for many years, she finally found
& cure at the hands of & mesmerist whose methods and
teachinge she adopted and graduslly revised and published
|8 Her owne

lary Baker Eddy waz born on July 16, 1821 at Bow,
near Concord, New Hampshire, U.S.As Her parents, lark and
Abigsll Baker, were devoutly religious snd zembers of the
Congregational Churchs. 4 significant portrait of Mrs.
Fddy's parents ie found in the words of Hugh A. Studdert

he Will
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Kennedy
The "ironewilled® Mark Faker, unrelenting Calvinist
a8 he was, must often in spite of himmell have oslled
her (Abigeil, his wife) blesseds ©She hed a way of
softening the rigours of hils falth without hurting
hims and, with & fine hereay in the presence of waieh
the voice of protest was often stopped, "dwelling on
all the eubracing love c¢f God" in an age commiiied
to the "horrivle decree" of predestinalion sesee
Abigail Baker whe was thirty-eight yesrs old when
Mary was born {an age at thet time considered unususlly
old for child-bearing) vould not help feeling that, even
a8 in Bible tiuesy & ehild born to aged perents was holy
and consecrated and set spart for wonderful aohievenents .~
Huwing been thus prenstsally conditioned to be more than
the average child it is understandeble that in later years
she should write of herself:
¥rom my childhood I was impelled by a hunger and
thirst after divine things, o desire for somsthing
bigher and better than matter, snd apart fros it,
to mesk diligently for knowledge of God, s the 3
one grest and ever-present rellef froao humen woes v
liary Baker was indeed different from her brothers
and sisters. Physically she was delicate, meniully she
was studious and hystericals OChe was too frail for the

rigours of school and consequently was taught at home.

uring her sarly years the Bible was alwmost the only intels
lectunl food in her home

s which may explain an incident to

3%3@& As Btuddert EKennedy, lrs, %ddy (Sen Francisco:

The Farsllon ‘resc, 1947}y pe 1l4.
“1bides po M

(Norwood, llassachussetts: in :



http:oh1(7V~I�lent.ah
http:lw$1li.ng

which she sttached considerable importance. “hen she was
eight years old she heard a voice calling her, which voice
her mother interpreted in the light of Cod's call to Zamuel.
At the age of t&ﬁ she learned something of svatural philose
ophys logiec and moral seience from her brother Albert who
was then an uudergradau&n;i |
Sven as a child, Mary could not accept her fether's

predestinarian views. !lis relentless insistence on the
dangers of endless judgment caused her sleepless nights
and physicel exhaustion. On one occasion thene fesrs
caused her such sgute illness that her father, {earing for
her 1ife, made haste to fetch the doetors ¥riting of the
incident many ysars afterward she said:

dy mother, as she bathed my burning temples, bade ne

lean on God's love, which would give me rest, if I

went to Him is prayer ss I was wont to doy seeking

His guidance. 1 preyed; and a soft glow of ipeffable

{Tanet ayhels 1 & mesmar Semdisien of neatthed

If only lirse. Bddy's writings are consulted, one forms

the picture of a delicate little girl with a remsrkable
interest in learning snd with a bright halo arcund & "welle
shaped head." There are others, howevery whe give a differe
ent picture, and their testimony cannct be wholly discounted
becsuse lrs. GHddy tended in later life to idealize her youth,

she made little mention of acute childhood illness. 7ree

lﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ_ﬁ; SR g&j’g_'u; Ps 29

%ry Boker Wddy, Setrospection snd Introspection.
(Norwood, Massachussetts: P
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clsely what this ililness was is not known, but from all
evidenvges she capitalized om it in getting her own ways«
Bpenking of her childhood condition Dakin says:

It was & strange sickness, inducing & lsck of phyeiocel
vitality, with pronounced tendency to attacku of childe
ish temper, hysteris and sudden palnes in the a @inﬁ wes
der "£ite® .sess were sufficient even to muke the ree
doubtable Mark Baker y%imn& to the whims of his younge
amt daughter. During these seizures she exiibited
symptoms that the modern pesychelogist would clusaify
as hysteris in an unmistaksble form, sometiues soreams
ings sometimes lying on the floor and pouwnding her
heals up and down, and not infreguently passing into
# siate of unconselousness. These selzures were
usually brought about by flmﬁhaa of anger Tollowing
some thwarting of deasires

Various physlcians were cslled in %o treat her and since
homogopathy was such in vogue she scguired = smsttering of
knowledge regerding the theories of this method of treat-
ment which she later evidenced in her writings.

Hary Baker was married at the age of tweniy«~two to
George Vashington Glover wul was almoat ismedistely left

a widow snd an expectant mother. Becoming v mother only
made ber condition worse. Her attacks of nervousness and
hAysteris were so frequent and severe that her father wos
forced to cover the surrounding roeds with tan bark to
soften the noise of horses and carrisgess Her brothereine
low went to the length of making her o large cradle and
often employed the hived msn to roek hers® ¥hem every
known device failed to calm her a looal mesmerist,; Doston

Y, Po Dakin, lrs. Bddy (New York: Blue iibben
Books 1@33)* Pe 3&

“Thidey pe 194
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Johny was called in., Agsin her illmess brought to her
attention that whioch wae te interest and influence her life
work. 32y the age of thirty she had become deeply interested
in Vesmarisme.
lizyy Baker Glevar was marrisd a second tias in
1853, to u dentiet named Dre. Daniel Patterson. That this
marrisge was unhappy is without doubt, the blame for the
incempatibility shifting with the prejudice of the bloge
repher. Yhatever the cause of this marital unhappiness
the result was that once again there were freguent attacks
of illness during which lirs. Patterscon became rigid with
foam upen her lips., Sympathizing with her husbsnd, Dakin
says, "His sojourns at home were far from setisfying, made
dreary as they were by the ills of o neuretic wife whose
atrangs epells and fierce tempers became a byword over the
whole naighbnrhﬂ@ﬁ*gi In her later yosars she hed 1itile to
say about these years of unhappiness and well she anst have
desired te forget themy for as Pisher seys:
From 1844 to 1868 the years flored by in a sluggish
streamy ulterly wasted. She had let them carry her
whither they would, had made only one or twe fleeling
atteumpts to help herself, and had never raised hay
hand to do anything for anyone else. At forty she
found herself slone; unloved even by her relatives
and her agn gony poverty stricken, paineracked, purs
poseleas.
This ploture is significant in relation to what she was teo

Libides pe 314
g%anhmry,ggn gilteys pe 55
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become upon the meeting and sssoclation with Phineas T,
quimby in 1862; but sinee thie was the meeting that eifected
her own healing and leaunchad her on her carasr of sental
healing the account of Juimby will be comsigned to chapter
twee

There was etill to be a third marriage, that of
1877 to Asa Gilbert RBddy who gave the name by which the
founder of Christlian Science iz known o the world todays
Although ¥ye. Eddy outlived her husband, he made two dise
tinet services te her caussy e put the publicetion of
Gelence snd Health on & firs and profitedls basis and he
intreoduced his wife to the "wealthy clientele of unccoupled

persens in search of health, religion, or fashionable excitee
ment" in ﬁaatanuz

In sddition to these factors associated with Hes,
Bddy's person there wers envirommental influasnces of broader
seope which contributed to the birth of Christian Seience
as a healing onlt.

Hrses Bddy lived during a period of Amerisan history
when women were coming inte their own in all spheras of publie
lifes The early frontier women, while they had no %@i&ti&ui
rights, had been considered equal with their smates, for it
took teamwork between men and woman to win the frontier.

12»1&;, pe 35,
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#hen the rigours of the advonced settlements gave way to
well estsblished homes and aulet town life the women were
onge mora exnected to be lsdies. Thore wos as vet no place
for them in business or professional world with the exception
of teaghing, they were pernitted to teash young ehildren.
Ag late a8 1853, Jusan Anthony, & Juskeress, caused cone
sternation in & teacher's meeting by her request to enter a
debate. Yever before had a woman spoken in such a gathere
ing.t

During the second cuarter of the nineteenth century
women began to express themselves extensively through the
preess The causes of temperance and slavery wers the first
to attraot theilr attention. MlMargeret Puller was editer of
the Dinly and in 1841, Ann Royell of Baltimore, Lecame
editor of the / ihe
widely influential women novelist was Harriet Rescher whose
"inele Tem's Cabin® played a decisive role in the antie
slavery wﬁ%«ﬁ&n%»ﬁ Hrae. Bddy, herself, st the time of her

dard in YMew York. The most

first marriage, in 1843, came into actual contact with the
slavery question and began to mingle her volece with others
against ils evile.

in 1848 the legislature of the state of Yew York,

after twelve yeurs of discussiony passed a darried Yomen's

%uu ¥elt Tyler, freedom's sent (Minneapolis:
University of Hinnesola ﬁraas, 1944 N g» 451,

PIoidey pe 436,


http:ro.ro.en

Property Law that gave to women certain llsited rights in
the contrel of thelr own progerty. From thet time on women
in 811 the older states whers resirictive laws existed
worked for thelr repeals. In 1380 the Wew York luws gave
women Joint guardlanskiy of shildren,; the right to sue and
be sued, the right to their own wages, in@@&aa and resl and
personal property. Yomen continued to work for full prie
vilegee and finelly in 1920 the triusph came in the Finee
teenth Amondment to the Constitution of the United fHtates.
Closely sllled %o the couse of equal suffrsge wes the women's
crupade sgalnst alecholisw which in 1874 resulted inm the
Hotional 7omen's Christion Towpersnce Union under the leadere
ghip of Vranges ¥+ Willayd snd eventually in the shortlived
Prohibition Asmendment, 1919-1938. Other famous women
assodiated with sufirege wnd temperance rmfﬂt@'warm 1lizae
beth Cady S%anton, Susan D« Anthonys Tuoy Stone and Cerxie
Fatione

95411 other women of thies perioed founded peculiar
 religious sects whish remain to this day, the most important
being dother Ann Lee founder of the Shakersy the Fox sisters
founders of Spiriteslism and Madame Blavetsky founder of
Theosophy. It was an age when America listened Lo women
and allowed themselves to be leud sbout by the preverbial
"apron string®.

Thus ¥rg. 3ddy came upen the scene when much of the
ground woerk wes done with regard to women's rights. America
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was olready aceustomed to hear a woman's veoiee on the publie
platform, Thousands llestened to Hra. Hddy and Tollowed her

teachings .«

The third uwnderlying facter which gave rise to the
healing cult of Christlan Jglence was the rapid urbanization
of imerica during the later half of the nineteenth century.
Until about 1840 this century was one of domestie trans
guility in America, the economy was largely rural and there
were few very rich snd few very poor. Then between 1840
and 1850 gadaxatien from Ireland and Germany was enormous,
the total nusber of immigrants rising to 1,713,251 as
against 599,120 for the decade 1830~1840, and only 143,439
for the decade 1320-1830. From 1840 to 1860 nearly four
million immigrants omme, and from 1865 to 1884 the influx
of new peoples amounted to seven million. Considering the
whole of the centuxry the population incrsase was about
fourteen fold.* Zven though there were still large tracts
of land open for settlieaent, the ma5er.part of this increase
produced unew eities and swelled the population of ai& ONEs o

In 1790 there ware culy five cities with svar eight
thousand inhabitants, while in 1900 there were two hundred
and thirty-one such urvan centers. In Rhode Island in 1900,
eight out of every ten persone lived in cities of eight

aanicne Vol XXVII, pps« 635LL,
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thousand or more inhebltants, in lassachusetts seven ocut of
ten, while in New York, Yew Jermey and Connecticut the
nusbers were about half and half.} This phenomenal urbane
ization of American life was the result of industrial expane
slon, in foect the last half of the nineteenth contury was
the era of industrisl revolution in imericm. The repidity
with which new inventions were entering the economy can be
indicated by only a partisl liet of achievesments of the
period; 1860 saw the first web printing press, the first
tank car and the first oil pipe line; 1866, the trans-
Atlantic cablej 1867, the combined reaper and binder, and
the Fullmen carj 1888, the first typewriter; 1869, the
Yestinghouse air brakej 1875, the refrigerator car for
shipping meat; 1876, the first telephone; 1895, the Haines
automobiles>

Such inventions made for a rapid increase in wealth.
In 1861 there were only three millionaires in the United
States while in 1807 there were 3,800, and in 19290 the
number lLad increased to 43,184.

1% requires 1ittle imagination to realize something
of the social and religious upheaval that this age caused
in the lives of individuals. The thousands of immigrants
arriving in a new country were free from the restraining
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influences of orthodeox religion and community mores of old
world variety. The very nature of urban 1ife with its
tensions and seeming ilack of concern for the other fellow
produced s new paychological problem whioh oried out for a
new answer. There was s subgonscious sense of {rustration
because men had let go of the "old ship" and had embarked
in the "new" with great faith but with little practicsl
knowledge. Atkins says of this age:

Materialism affected grestly the practiecal conduct of

life. It offered its cwn characteristic valuesj

possession and pleasure became inevitably encugh the

end of action, and action itself, directed toward

such ends, became the mein business of life. Oelence

offered so fascinating a field for thought a8 te

absorb the general intellectual energy of the genere

ation under the spell of it; the practical application

of secience to mechanism and indusiry with the conses

guent increase in 1uxnr¥ and convenience absorbed the

force of practiocal men.

There pre many things implied in this quotation.

The age was one of changing values; gone was the simple life
of the frontier when men were near the solil and the elements
of nature which gave them a sense of dependence upon the
powers of Providence. lien were beginning to feel that it
was poseible to 1ift themselves by their own bootstraps to
new heights of economi¢ achievement. This self-sufficlency
carried over inte religion and men who hed gained economie
status by sheer sggressivensss begun to feel that the old

doctrines of sin, repentance and salvation were outdated.

1@ Ge %tkm#. Unde LRl 2L afa0us
(New York: Fleming H. Hevell Comp
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liany of these newly established "middle-glass-rich" also
began te feel uncomfortable im the highly liturgical
shurches . ‘

To those of this mind set Christian Seience had
atyong appesls First, it advocated the exercise of mind and
disgounted the old ides of falth and submission. Secondly,
the very word "Science™ wes & magile term on the lips of
all mens Thie was the seientific sgey the age of Derwin
and his Oplgin of Syegigs, of Diblical eriticismy and of
reguatie philosophyst ¥het more inviting neme than that
of "Christion Selencse™ could be plsced before the men of

such an age? Here was a religion suitable to the new eral
Hers ;ﬁﬁ o new chuyxeh that offeresd to sllay the doubts and
heal the diseases of newve racked minds of tﬁﬁ‘awwiy created
industrial richs In an age when the aalwﬁﬁiaﬁ Army and
pther churches were becoaming concerned with the social
problems of the thous

ands of industrial poor, well-to-do
men and women found releunse from the demsnds of iudastrial
1ife iu the intellectual and physical comforts of richly
ornamentad Christian Seience churches, 1t was an age too
when the asuthority of the Bible was being questioned and
many were losing old foundaticns. irs. Uddy produged her
own version of the Seriptures which purported to interpret
to the reader in preeticsl form all that was necessary to

kikkﬂﬁg pe 644
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his wellebeing.
While it is true that Christian Selence has gome

to mske its chief sppeal "to members of cther dencminations
at bigher incomse &avcl&“.i it hae never veen without an
appeal to the fearful of all classes., Commenting upon this
gharacteristicy Fishar says:

The ugly and depressing slde of muterialisa was

espeelially prominent in the society in which lrs.

Lo iiarihs Sommciation sf fitemmiech ca'art e

_foreign, the emptiness of the ordinary low minded

"1life had become an oppression. In their soulless 3

desolation they found comfort im Christiam Selange.

Other evidenoce corroberates the Judgment that

Christian Sclence is an urban cult dependent on the rise of
the city for ite develeopment. Mrag.wd&y‘firat organized her
chureh in the ¢ity of Lynn, Hassachussetts, but this first
effer met with meager success becsuse her followers were
largely factory workexs. In 1882 she moved to the metrope
¢lis of Hoston where her real success began., Here she
gathered nesded money to publish her book and to erect neee
essary bulldings. Schlesinger suggests that "ss a philosophy
Christian Selence would prebably heve had little sppeal, but
a8 a systen of therapeuties it sasured nerve-racked urban
dwellers of immediste cure of their bodies as well as ultimate

xﬁ& He Schlesinger, critical Pe:z
;;;%g%gg, 1875~1900. (3aatenz Eheaane'
oo » 1032)s pe 17.

2pishers gpe gites Do 125,
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gure of their aaula."l in Canada there are spproximately
B04795 members of the Christian Selence Church, of these,
L7075 arve in c¢ities and half of these in cities of over one
Lundred thousands

As we have sald the art of healing in some form has
been present in humen society from its begluning. Demon
possession wes the earllest explanation of disesse, the
belief being that if the evil spirit could be exorcised the
patient would get welles Many funtastic means were used by
the priest-doctor: he might scosre out the spirits, scold
them outy pray them out, or trick them outs If he used
medicines, as he often did, their tﬁnﬁ%iaa.&an to make the
abode of the spirit so uncomfortable that i£'wou1d leave.
This was of course nothing more than working cure through
the mind of the patient. Even today, medienl doctors find
it necessary to use such psychélogical medicine to cure
certaln neurotic patients.

The ides that disease was evidence of evil spirits
is present in Hebrew writings snd persisted far into the
Christien eras But a new interpretation also emerged,
namely, that disease wes the manifest punishment for some
sing known or goncesled; to try to effect a cure was, theree

fore,; an attempt to by-pass the justice of Gods This new

156&1&‘1!1&31‘3 SPe mi, pe 174
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philosophy of disense did much to hinder the advance of
scientific and physical cures.

¥hile the Christisn Church did not permit the study
of the anatomy, it did seek to ocure by exorcism and graduale
ly developed a ritual for that purpose. 7The sign of the
Cross wae supposed to have commanding power, in fact, the
very breathing of the priest was supposed te i&flman@e the
evil spirit which fled defeated from the touech of holy
watere In the Mjddle iges the relics of saints were thought
to be invested with curative powers. Parts of the true
Cross possessed supreme healing vulue; St. Louis of ¥rance
being reported to be brmaght back sluost from death to
life by the touch of the sacred woods* It is without doubt
that the cures experienced were due to the fulth with which
the relics were approached, for bones of saints pozsessing
healing velue were later proved to have been bones not of
men but of animals. The 16%@’&§ﬂ ineredible story of oures
since the Middle sges in which chavrms, smulets, talismans,
have been used bears testimony to the fact that a great deal
of human silment is directly or indirectly attributable to
to the workings of the mind. Atkins sums it all up well in
his introductory chapter on faith hesling by saying:

The list of heslers began esrly and ls by no means
ended nows The power of the hesler was sowetimos

spgcciated with his officiel staticn in the churgh,
someticoes due to hie saintly ¢haracter and often

i&tkm; oD+ gitey pe 103,
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enocugh only to a personal influence, the fact of
which iz well enough evitablished, though there can
be in the nature of things no finslity in the
estimate of bie real efficecy weee it is finally
through the healer rathay than the saint or the
king or the sbrine or relic that we approach the
ranaiisanﬁe of wmental and faith healing in our own
tices

The method of hesling whieh gave rise Lo the Christian
dgience wovewmsnt may be traced back to a sixteenth century
Germaneswiss physicien and slchemisty Paracelsus.

He believed that the hwassn Lody was endowed with a
double msgnetism, one portion sttracted to itself
the planets and was nourished by themy the resuit
of whieh was the mental powsrs, the other portionm
attracted and disintegrated the elemsnts, Crom which
process resulted the body.es+sife believed the well
had an influence over the aliok taraugh magneticm and
used the magnet in his practice.
Throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries this
ides of mesgnetism continued to attract s number of individe
uals who sttempted to influence others by it.

A morxe direot contributor to Christisn Ugience was
lissmer of Paris, Yrance. He added to the philosophy of
Feracelsus by originating the phrase "4Animal lagnetism®
and, unknowingly, he originated the practice of hypnotism.
His hemling was affected by manual msnipulation of the
patient's hesds @e had a great following and effected his
cures in s dramatic setting of stained glasss, wmirrored and

scented roome, snd mystericus musics In 1825, ten years

libide, pe 106,
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after Hosmer had lapsed into obseurity, Alexandre Bertrand
made a2 resarkably true ostimete of Mesmerism when he cone
tended that the results whish Yesmer had preduced "were not
due to animal megnetisa but to the sxpeectation induced by
suggestion®,l Since that day, hypnotie suagestion hes had
itz place of impoxtance in the cure of abnormal mentanl
states. There are therelore two forms of healing vpractice
flowing from that early @&ﬁeﬁgtian of soweslled Animal
Magnetiss: medical seclence which has developed it possibvile
itiss into an effective snd recognized therspentic, sud
occult healing « impatient of discipline and law of cause
and effect, seeking short cuts to bealth.

Amsrics was thus, during the nineteenth century,
fertile soil for both sound scientifie and peychological
research and for the oecult and semsationals The Shakers,
offieinlly called, the United Geelety of Believers in
Christ's fegond Coming, were well known teo lras. Uddy in her
youths Some of thelr beliefs foreshadow thome of irs.
Hddy: for exsaple, they believed that God was both masculine
and feminine and prayed to "Our Fpther and Hother which
are in heaven®; that their founder, Mother inm iee, was the
socond appearance of Christy that Mother Ann had the gift
of healing; and that she had e stronge mental power with
which she could infliet torture en her followers if ehe so

1ibidey pe 1114
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&a@ireﬂak Like Shakerism, Spivitism, with the table rappe
ings of the Fox sisters, interested 'irs, fddy, who, slways
anxious for an eudience, began Lo receive messsges rom
the dead., Heopmerisa had beesn lntroduced to Amevics by
Charles Toyen in 1838 gnd had during the next degade or twe
goined mugh publicity and practice at the hande of vensatione
slivta. At sbout the age of thirty, Hrs. Yddy developed
the babit of felling into trances end delighting her frie
ends by describing “scenes and evente" and purpoerting to
give information comesrning lost and stolen articles while
under the so-galled hyprotic spells She was thus influenced
by the gensral tendenoy of the day to search for new departe
ures irom @wﬁhﬁéwm religions. HNany others of these might be
mentioned, but the prineipal socuvree of her healing science
was Phiness Ve Quinby, & Hew inglond mesmerist. Zince
tuimby is so ¢losely associsted with the warp and woof of
Christisn Jglenge we will devots the entire next chapter to
his teaching ss taken over LYy lys. Hddys
Beiore rroceeding to thie we may summerize the

central thesis of the present chapter by quoting from Atkins:

The religiouve cults and smovemewts thus engendered

used inherited religious materisl but so recast it

a8 to give religlon new neues, forme and uses e«

aleo, they vwelieved, & mew and healing validity.

«sve They wanted first te explain and then to escape

the misfortunes, slekness and haunting inadequacies

- of the average life. They were not scientifically
minded though some of them made & science of their

lpeking ops gites ps 131.
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gune They wers religisusly alnded and they sade
'wwl£g$$aa of thely own sees

Sjciorene offored the moat definite reoglon forx
demonstrations I do not know thut the 1880's and
1890's were unususlly sickly; they were gertainly
the golden ugm of patent wmﬁiaiaﬁs and home cures.
ssss The gredulouvs could have sny disesse they
plessed; there was always a aywaifin for its. The
period was avid for cures. If one could offer a
religion as a health and healing speeifiec, the
field was valimited. lzue &i%y did Just that, ad
the response was astoundings

zﬁt G A@k&ﬁ*; felis s {H&w York:
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CHAPTER II
MRG. EDDY, PHINZAS QUIMBY, AND SCIZNCE AND HEALTH

In the foregoing chapter something of the general
atmosphere of the times has been indicated. The enumere
ation of places and pecple that were effecting cures during
the nineteenth century could be extended to considersble
length, but the previocus sxamples given suffice to show
that the taﬁ@araaaat of the people in general was suscepte
ible to the new and sensational masquerading under the name

of rgligggn,l However, the main purpose is to consider

healing in Christion Secience, thus we turn now to ite
imsediste beginning and to ite true and imsediste source,
Phineas P. Quimby, nineteenth century mesmerist.

o nnntion has been mede of such healing cults as the
Hormons and dillerites; of healers such as Dr. Newton who
arrived in Boston in 1859, the Rev. ir. Bimpson, formerly a
Presbyterian minister in New York; of Mrs. ¥Mix, & colored
woman in Connecticut, and many others. There were also cures
effected within the Homan Catholie Church as, for examples by
Frince Hohenlohe, Homan Catholic Bishop of Sardica, bornm ir
1794 in Valdenburg, The famous Lourdes eof France, discovered
in 1858, wes but one of many places to which pilgrims went
for healing. It is of interest to note that in the very yaar.
1875, that Hys. Eddy published her book, Zgiegce and Lthy
the Homan Catholics consecrated a large church sbove
grotie of Lourdes.
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hampshire, February 16, 1808, but soon moved to Belfust,
Hainey where he died in 186¢. He was remarkably successful
as an experimenter in mesmerism. His education was meagre
and scecounts for his own unique spelling of words and
peculiar uge of grammars. 4 clockemasker by trade, he was
a faithful student of mechanics and science buf had only a
detached interest in the popular religious life of his time.
in one of his own articles he wrote, "I have been trying
all my life, ever since I was old enough teo listen, to
upnderstand the religious opinions of the world and see if
people understood what they profess they boli&va."x HeWa
Dresser saysi

Hot finding spiritusl wisdom, he was inclined to

be seceptical, and later spent much time setting

his patients free from religious belief ..se (uimby

was very radical in opposing doectrinal conceptions

of Christ. He uniformly cslled Jesus "a men like

curselves,” that he amight win for the Haster new

recognition as the founder of spiritusl science. Taa

him the Sclence of Christ was greater than religion.”

Veneration paid to Quimby varies with the biographer.

Dresser says of him that he "was, if you please, a plonser
and specianlist, devoted to tuth as his own insight led to
it, without regard to prier teachings save those of the

Hew Teﬁtamant.*a Be this as it may, Juimby was set on his

Yigratio W. Dresser, The iots (Hew

York: Thomes Y» Crowell Companys 1921)s e
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way by Charles Poyen, the irench hypunotist who came to
Heine in 1838, Poyen is said to have recognized mesmeric
powers in this Belfsst clockmsker and took pains to arouse
Quimby's desirve to learns A After being taught by Poyen for
some time and reading all he could on lesmeriem, no doubt
including Poyen's own book, 1

magnetic sleep and even effecting healings. Iy 1842,
people were flocking to hiw for ald, and, in that year he
made an important discovery. Among the subjeots whe had

come under his influence, was & youth named Lycius Burkmar,
koown te hls neighbors se quesr, under Quiaby's influence
he came to exhibit surprising powers. "Then under & megse
meric trance, he could diasgnose illness and prescribe
romedies which were often effective. Then Quimby discovered
thet the medicine preseribed was not the factor in the
healing but the faith placed by the patient in the drug
ﬁi&ﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁnl Thie observation of  ulmby was "A neat sige
nificant discovery in therapeutic y&yﬁhaiﬁgy*.g Others

had nade ity but the use to which Culmby put the ides was

to have special significence. e soon took the next logiecal
gtep and dispensed with medicine altogether, He now induced
cures by establishing in his patients certain attitudes of
mind and emotion. His theory, according to Dakin, was that

3‘%&%@* ope gitey po 110,
%&km’ Dps Bites pPo 40.
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ssss the mind gives immediate form te the animsl
spirit, and that the animal spirit gives form to
the body ss scon as the less plastic elements of
the body are sble to sssume that form. Therefore,
his first course in irveatment of & patient is to
it down beside him and put himself en rapport
with him, whiahlha doés without producing the
measmeric sleep.

The important asdvance made by ulmby was that he had
arrived at the conclusiocn that he could use suggestion to
heul his patients just as previcusly he had used it to hype
notize them. He took to the practice uf "laying on of
hands" to establish confidence in the patient. It was purely
s peychological device, but & necessary part of the treat-
ment .

The fact that (uisby urged many of hie patients to
teach the secret of his healing %o at lesst two otherxs
beiore they died indicated that be believed that his therse
peutic psychology could be practiced, not alone by one with
hypnotic powers, but, by anyone who learned the principles
of ites application. Quimby took further precaution to
preserve his "seceret® for posterity Ly recording his dise
coveries. He wrote at least ten volumes which are available
today.

Dr. Wgryven ¥+ Bvans, a Swedenborgian clergyman, who
visited ‘uilmby in 1863 for treatwment and became a convert
to his practice, declared him to be reproducing the wonders
of “"Gospel History." Although Quimby believed that he had

11oid., pe 40.
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come upoen the method which Jesus had used in Lealing the
sick,; he was quick te refute any thought of his equality
with Christ or that his work was suy«rnmturslaz is theory
and personal feelings on the matter are set forth in his
own wordes
Then I commenced to mesmerize, I was nmot well,; scoorde
ing to medical science; but in my ressearches I found
g remedy for my disease. Here was where I firet diee
covered that mind was cspable of being changed.

Aleo that, disesse veing a deranged state of mind,
the cause I found to exist in ocur belief. The evidence
of this theory 1 found in mgaalf, for like all sthers,

I had believed in medicine.

sses Ginsase can be cured with or without medicine,
on bul one principle s.+» dan is sade uvp of truth and
velief that he has, or is limble to have, a diaﬁams,
the belief is catohing, and the effect follows it.

Quimby nemed his discovery "Science and Health", -

4 Belence of Chriet,* or "Christian Science.” Being cone
vineed thst it was reanlly e s¢lsnce to which he had gained
& key, he declared; "Thisc is my theoryj to put man in
possession of & sclence thet will destroy the idess of the
sick, and tesch wan one living profession of his own identity
with life free from eryor and dineasta*‘ Commenting on this,
Dakin says: '

He maintained that health was men's na%aral state,

that only men's false ldeus, suggesting iwpotence
and misfortune to his whole self {rowm earliest childe

Libidey pe 41
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hood, were responsible for holding the rsce in the
thrall of disease., Justifying this belief on philo=
sophigal grounds, he mmintained that a beneficient
God gould and would not have crested disesse and
guffering -« only man himeelf was to hiam# bagause of
the falsity end error in his conceptis.

in the yesar 1862 Mrs. 7%ddy, a most sickly and misere
able pereon, vieited Quimby seeiing relief. She had suffered
for years from a back ailment, which, slong with ler neurotie
nature, poverty, and sorrows had made her slmost totally bede
ridden, %hen she arrived in Tertlend, Haine, on Cgtover 10,
1862, she was so weak and exhsusted that she hed to be assiste
ed up the steps to (wimby's room. Whea the "great healer®
sat down beside her "she felt herself roused to = sense of
expectaney elmost reaching exaltation."® He told her that
she was "held in bondege by the opinions o¢f her family and
physicians® and that “her animal apirit was reflecting ite
grief upon her bedy calling iteelf spinal dissase,” and that
"ghe could be cured and would be cured."® Her experience
was a feeling of peece and new strength and a certainty that
she was hesaled. So effective was thies healing that she
claimed a week later to have climbed the cne hundred and
eighty-twe steps to the tep of the City Halls The future

eircumstances in which ¥rs. Sddy found herself were often

libide, pe 42,
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difficult and her old ailment threatsned to return, At such
timee she wrote to ‘uimby ssking for shaent treataent snd
appsrently received relief,l although, it ie of intersst to
note that Cuimby failed to have any effect on Abigail, lary's
sister, and her son, Albert, becauvse they refused to exere
cise faith in him.®

In 1864, Hra. Bddy agein visited Ouimby, this time
deternined to lesrn his secret, Ghe went away with a copy

of one of hie writings called Jveetions and inswers. Ghe

leansd heavily upon these teachinge snd later incorporsted
them in her copyrighted pamphlet of 1870, which bore the

seotion captioned "Recapitulation.®

Quimby died in 1866 from an sbdominal tumer and overw
work leaving Mre. %ddy without "hie influence" and "power"
and "omnipresence.® About this time she is gupposed to have
been sericusly injured by a fall, although facts concerning
it are ohseure. She slaims to have been given no haope of
regovery by the attending phyeician, but, that through the
resding of o 2ible pussage she discovered how to heal hers
selfs In later life she wrote of this incident as "the

3%&@3%@3, LDe Gibes pe 150,
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falling apple that led me to the discovery of how to be well
myself and how to make myselfl w@”;&

Despite this new disecovery she epent the next four
years wendering from house %o houses. She had besn permane
ently turned out of her sister's home and her husband sould
no longer endure her slthough he contributed to her support
for several yeayrs. Un one occasion she was bodily ejected
from a home where she hed outestayed her welcome. Through
it all she gontinued to preach Guimbyism to eny who would
listen to her but found her gremtest welcome among Spiritusle
ists with whom she was most at eases, 411l the while she was
writing her "Bible.* Commenting on this periocd of her life,
Dakin says:

It was o baffled life and u misersble and unhappy one.
Pear is the keynote « feur of inferierity, fear of
disease and pain, fear of poverty and dependence
f@m& ﬁf raﬁxity; f@%& of eolf sses It was in this

_« ige aod Health was Lorn esee if

for anything, then it is &

ra&&rﬁ of éﬁ&iﬁtrmaeaa xnﬁaaﬁ it was the deliverance
itselis For Mary Glover it was at once a flight from
external reality and frow self within. It was the
crystalization of desire that became an obseusion sese
Ghe denied more than (uimby had ever dared to deny.
She denied existence to the entire world im which she
had sil her life been in conflict. Huddled alone in
her roomy the world of the day did indesd seem bleseedly
phantomelike, far &wagﬁ unreals 4And so she wrote page
after page after page.

The year 1871 was the turning point in Mrs. Bddy's
fortunes. OChe comsenced s hesling and tesehing practice in

z’%ﬁiﬁg Ope 8ibey pe Bl
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partnership with a youth of twentyeone, Aichard Fennedy.
ﬁaﬁnaéy was the healer and lre. 2ddy the teacher, the
latter charging three hundred dollaras per person for &
gourse of twelve lsssons. This very successfvl and lucrae
tive partnersbiy was shortelived, but befoere it broke up
the following yesr Urs. Bddy had soquired some financial
mesnsy six thousand doliarvs, with which she purchased the
house at 8 Broad Street, lynn, which for many yoars to
Gome was Lo be the lHecca for devout members of lrs. Hddy's’
later churche.

During these years of ingressing success irs. Eddy
was graduslly asdopting Quimby's teashings as her own. The
otages by wihleh this appropriation took place are noteworthy.
First, she wrote sn introduction to Juimby's treatise,
suestions sud .newers, and signed it 80 us to give the
ismpression that she wrote the whole. Secondly, ia 18785,

she published the whole trestise, with a few changes made

by herself, copyrighting it under her own name. 7Thirdly,
she issued & manuscript entitled, Hglentific irentise

Taught by Hrs. dary Daker Glover, still based

on (uisnby but seking less use of his actual wording.
Fourtihily, she used wnother manuseript entitled Joul's 1t
[ Mam, atill further adapting ulmby in her own uset
The manuseripts and their siatlariiy to those of ‘uimby

becase less and less lmportent sse ire. Rddy gained prestige
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and her fellewers hung increasingly on her "impassioncd
word." To distinguish herself from Quimby in the winde
of others she had her studenis asbandon the practice of
"laying on of hande" which Guimby had used a8 2 megns of
contacts In her firet edition of [gience and lealth she
said: "Sooner suffer & Doctor infected with smallepox to
be about you than come uader the treatment of one that
manipulsates his patient's head and is a traitor to
acianueg"l This was in direct repudistion of Kennedy who
8till practiced manipulations, but she had come to believe
that equation of her wmovement with the mesmerism of ‘uimby
was & detriment, therefore ¢laimed that her science was
wholly her own inspiration.®

Ae ¥re. Bddy's influence spresd snd students, fired
with her spoken word,; went forth to teach and to heal, it
was her book they carried with them. Since her death her
followers have found in it the secret of their health.

philosophy of Christian Science, was first published in

1876« GCugceeding editions plentifully revised, have improved
upon this poorly written, poorly bound first efforts Vithin
the eovers of this book is lire. Zddy's philosophy of healing

lih&ﬁwp pe 94,
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and ite related teachings. The numerous quotations whieh
will feliow in this segtlion are meant to let the book speak
for iteself with vegards to its teashings on the maiter of
healing.
in the chapter entitled "Geience, Theology, ledicine®

iyus Bddy seye:

Jesus demcnstrated the power of Christisn Solence to

heal mortal minds and bodiess. DBubt this power was

loet sight of end sust again be spirituslly discerned,

taught and demonstrated sceerding to Christ's comuand

with "signes following." Its science must be appree-

hended by as I § 58 believe on Christ and wyir&tm&ily
understand truthe

What Mre. Bddy elaims to have disseversd is:

wevse Lhat erring, meral,; misnamed mind yroeduces sll
the vrganiss and action of the wortal Ledy sees that
mind is all and matter is naught.

Christian deleace veveals incontrovertibly ithat
mind is Alleineall, that the only reslities are the
divine Hind and idea. This great faet is not, however,
seen to be supported by sensible evidence, until its
divine Principle ie demonstrated by healing the sick
and thus proved absslute and divine. ”%i& proof once
seen, no other conclusion ¢an bve reached.

The fundamental propositions upon which lrs. Zddy
beses her metaphysics are:

ds God 18 All=in-alls

2+ God is govds Good is lind.

Sa Gody @giﬁiﬁ, being all, nothing is satter.

4. Life, God, omnipotent good, deny death, evil, sin,
disesse, Disessey sin, evil, death deny good,
omnipotent God, Life.

Whioh of the denials in pr@g@ﬁiti@ﬁ four sre true?

‘1&&. Be Bddy, Lglence snd Mealth wit!
'ir;;@ ures (Boston: Pﬂbaxwﬁw«,&? 18
sy Baker Kddy, 1@@@}; Pe L10.
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Both are not, cannot bve, true. .iccording to Seripiure
I fing that God is true, but every (mortal) man is a
liar,
It is often thought that Christian Scglence effects
its healings by mere will power, but this is refuted by
¥rs. Eddy:
Human will power is not Dolence. Fuman will
belongs to the so-called material senses, and its use
is to be ocondemned. Willing the sick te recover ie
not the metaphysical practice of Chrietian Selence,
but iz sheer animal magnetisn. Human will DOWEr eese
produces evil continually «eses Truthy net corporeal
will, is the di?iga power which says to disease
'Peage be still,’
Ghe denied the existence of the entire physical universe
ineluding the human body and all its organs. The human mind
whiam senses this material universe is curnsl mind, unreal,
g delusicne. Only Divine Mind is rnal«a
In our endeavor to follow this zode of ressoning, we
find some eneouragement along the way in Science and Heaslth
where its author says "that although it contains the complete
Soience of Hindehealing, never believe that you csn absorb
the whole meaning of the Seience by a simple perusal of this
vook*4
Her philosophy of hesling and disease is further set
forth sas follows:
You may say & boil is painful} but that is imposse

ible for matter without mind 18 not painfuls The boil
slmply manifests, through inflamation and swelling, a

IXhiﬁog He 113. 31&1.6.” Pe 591,
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belief in pain, and this belief is e¢alled 2 boil.

The fact tgat pain cannct exist where there is no
mortel mind to fesl it is a proof that this so-csnlled
mind makews its own paln -« that is its own belief

in ﬁﬁiﬁm

‘¥e weep becawuse others weep, we yawn becsuse
they yewn, and we have smullpox because others have
it; but mortel mind,; not mautter, countaines snd carries
the infections®

Disense srises, like other mental conditions,
from assoglations Cince it 18 » law of mortal mind
that certeln disesses should be regarded as contegious,
this law obtaine c¢redit through aeeeciation, ocanlling
up the fear that creates the imsge of disease and its
consequent senifestation in the bedy.

Through different states of mind, the body becomes
guddenly weak or abnormally sirong, showing uortal mind
tc be the producer of strength or wesknesa. A sudden
Joy or grief has caused whai ie termed instantaneous
deaths. Becouse & belief originated unseen, the mental
state should be continuvally watched that it msy not
produce blindly its bad effects., The suthor never
knew o patient whe did not recover when the belief of
the discase hed gone., Remove the leading error or
governing fear of this lower so~culled mind, and you
remove the cause of all disease as well as the morbid
or exited action of any orgmans You alee remove in this
way what are termed organic diseases as functional
difficultiess.

The cavse of all mo=culled discase is mental, a
mortol fear, a mistaken bellef or conviction of the
negessity and power of illehealth; alse a fear that
¥ind is helpless to defend the life of men and income
petent to econtrol it. Without this ignorant humen

elief, any mixmumﬁman@a ig of iteelf powerless to
produce sufferinge

Turning now¥ to the ac¢tual combat with the errer called
disease and suffering, Mrs. Bddy continues:

Then the first symptoms of disease appear, dispute
the testimony of the material senses with divine Science.

Irbides pe 163, Sivides pe 377
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Let your higher sense of justice destroy the felse
process of mortal opinicns which you name law, and
then vou will not be confined to a sickercom ney
laid upon a bed of suffering in payment of the last
farthing, the last penalty demanded by error.

Yagree to disagree’ with approsghing symptons
of chronie or acute disesse, whether it ic ecancer,
songumption or smallpox. ssss Rige in the conselous
gtrength of the spirit of Truth te overthrow the
plea of sortal mind, alias mattor, arrvayed sgeinst
suprenascy of Epirit. Blot out the images of mortal
thought snd 1ts Yeliefp in sicknoss and

Instead of Blind and calsm submission to the
ingiplent or advanced stages of disease, rise in
rebeilion asgainsgt them. Danish the belief that you
can posslbly entertain o single intruding pain which
cannot be ruled out by the sight of ¥ind, and in this
way ygu ean prevent the development of pain tn the
body e«

Hyse Bddy's instruetion to heelers is long and

tious., Xt ie perbaps embodied best in the following guota=
tion:

Ny first discovery in the student's preaciice wes
thig: If the student silently cvalled the disesse by
name, when be aygued sgeinst 1ty ss a general rule
the body would respond more cuilcklyy - just as o person
replics nore readily when his name is spokeni but this
was because the student was pot perfectly attuned to
the divine Selence, and needed the arguments of truth
for reminders. If Spirit or the power of divinme Love
bear witness to the truth, this le the ultimetunm, the
peientifie way, and the healing is instantanecus.

The procuring cause and foundation of sll) siekness
is fear, iﬁmavan@a, or sine Disesse is alwayve induced
by & felse sense, mentally entertalned, not deatroyed.
Dimeasve is an imege of thought amtagna;&aaé* The mental
state iz colled & material state. Thatever is cherished
in mortal mind as the physical gondition is imeged
forth on the %&éyw

’*mm* . De 300-891,
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Always haainlyuur treatment by allaying the

fear of patientes’

jinintain the facts of Chrietian Seience, -
that Spirit is God, and therefore cannot be sick;
that what is termed matter cannot be sick; that all
causation is Mindy acting through spiritual law.
Then hold your ground with the unshaken understande
ing of Truth and love, and you will win.

To the Christian Zcoience healer, sickness is 9
a dream from whieh the patient needs to be swakenad,.

In spite of all these claims forxr the power of Hind
and the error and falsity of disease, irs. HUddy inserted a
clause which exeluded certain ailments from the sphere of
UChristian Jclience.

Until the advancing age adaits the efficacy and
supremacy of Hind, it is better for Christian Sciente
iste Lo leave surgery and the adjustment of broken
bones and dislocstions to the fingers of a sargeon,
while the mental healer confines hisself chiefly to
mnntal$xa¢$aatruﬁtian and te the prevention of inflame
ation.”

Thus comes the gospel of Christian Science from the
pages of lrs. Sddy's "irngpired word". Hevertheless she
claimed for herself and her etudents well suthenticated
gures of broken bunes, dislocated Joints and aﬁinal.vartan
brae. Less oredulous peeple than Christien Scientists
tend to doubt the authenticity of these reported cures for
lagk of referencge to precise detes and individuals. DBecause
of this we will give cur final chapter to a eritique of the

healing practice of Christian Seience.

1bids, pe 411 31bidsy pe 402s
210id.s pe 417,
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CHAPTER 11X
A CRITIQUR

However impossible some of the healing theories of
Christian OSglence wmay appear to be, the honest obserxrver is
confronted with a movement that has drawn an impressive
following. Sinece it has attracted thousands of men and
women, meny from orthodox churches, snd has given them
religious satisfaction which they bhad not had before, its
¢laoims curnot Lightly be dismissed. 7o deny all its ¢lalums
of healing would be absurd, te acvept all would be equally
absurd. The truth lies sonewhere between these exireme
views. In an atiteumpt to find it, we will present {iret the
view of the convinced Christian Scientist who hes practised
Mrse Gddy's theory snd to his own satisfaction been healed,
then the negative oritique of caustic opponents and the more
positive oritique of medicnl specialists which seesms to be
the wore reliable.

hundred pagee are given over to testimonials to the healing
efficacy of Christian Seience., These are mainly letters
previously published in the Christien S¢ience Journal and

Christian Science dentinel, ovificial pericdicels of the
36
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groups Five of the earlier of these testimonisls indicate
relief from rheumatism, healing of bhernis, restoration of
lung tissue, removal of a tumor, and mending of s broken
bones, In the last instance & person signing hiuself as
lis Co Bep Smlt Lake City, Utahy descrives how he fell froam
his bicycle and broke his left arm.
While pain wos ilntense, I lay still in the dust,
declaring the truth end denying thet there could
be a break or sccident in the realm of divine Love.
sass Un arriving home there I lay down and ssked
my iittle boy to bring me our tax& books. He

insediately brought Zgience Healthy whiech Il
resd for about ten minutes, whmn all pain left.

When & surgecn Xe~rayed the arm lauter the verdict was, "Yes
it was broken but whoever set it made a perfect job of it,
you will never have any further trouble with tﬁaﬁ‘hrﬁm&»”ﬁ
Another person, Be He s, of Hew Yorky H.¥e, credits
Christisn Jeience with healing a nusber of gastrice ailmentas
in two weeks tiue, taking sway hie desire for liquor and
tobacco (be smoked eight to ten cigars daily before), giving
him spiritual uplift and starting him attending the Chrise
tian Seience Chureh. He never took & treatment, rather
"every inch of the way" was "through study and practical
demonstration.” lis conclusion is that "all men can do the

same if they will trw**a

Yrbidey pe 606,

2£b1§4, De 606 .
B1bide, pe 610
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Other Testimonials claim cures for such malignant
dissases as cancer and consumption, the swet extreme claime
coming from kra. S8ddy herself.

After my discovery of Christian Dciencey I healed
consumption in its lost stages, that the H.D.'s, by
verdict of the stethoscope and the schools, declared
incurable, the lungs being mostly consumed. I
healed malignsnt tubercular diphtheris and carious
bones that could be dented by the finger, saving
them when the surgeon's instruments were lying en
the table ready for their smputetion, I have hédaled,
at one visit, & cancer that had so eaten the flesh
of the neck as tu expoge the jugler vein so that it
stood out like & cord.

Present day Christian Selence Literature continues
to earry such testimonials. Ve cite the following taken
from the Christisn Jeience Journals April, 1950: Hrs. laude

Hetherington, Uttawa, writes that a dislocated bone which

protruded from the side of her dasughter's foot was quickly
adjusted without surgical aid. Another daughter was healed

of whooping cough and pneuscnie and of an unsightly growtl
on her hand. Her husband wes healed of sstigmatism, pros
nounced incurable by an outetanding ﬁ&ml&atg All these
healings are attributed to the reading of the Christian
Gelence text book.

All Testimonials are relatively similar in content
in that they are all high in praise of Hrs. Bddy and her
book and for all that has h&yg&a&é toe make them free from

Falsity spd the Failure ATLe ki
; ;‘ R@@ai amﬁawy '““*‘; ﬂ* 249,
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error of discase and fears of all kinds. 7There is no

need to extend these citations since they ocan easily be

found in current Christian Jegience Literature. 7e turn now

to the opposite view conecerning these claius.

Characteristic of the purely negative critique of

Christian Solence is the following satiriocul attack by
Stefun Zweig:

she

Our peoor earthly reason, trained on the principles

of oxdinary science, certainly stends aghsst in face
of this 'holy discovery'. Soue astonishment may be
excusaed.s For thwee thousand years all the sages,

all the ghilonaphmru of the Zast and the Yest, all

the theologions of all religlons, have been puzzling
their brains over the problem of the intererelation-
ahip between mind snd body. ZEndless have besen the
variations uwpon thies theme over whioch throughout sll
agesy the great intelligences have incessantly pondered,
until at lest, in the year of grace 1875, a resolute
smerican woman is able, in & trice, ignoring reason,
to settle the whole matter with her dictatoriasl utter
anoe: 'Soul is not body's. How simple, how gloriouasly,
how touchingly simplel The most difficult of philosos
phical provlems has been solved, once for alls
Jubilemus! It hes been solved with such miraculous
slmplicity by the cestration of reality. A radical
cure has been achieved, bodily suffering hes been
achieved, bodily suffering has been overcome through
the declaration that the body does not exist. It is
much as if we were ti"care' toothache by cutting off
the sufferer's head.

P« We Penbody, after citing drss Hddy's claim that
could heal malignant disorders such ss cancer, says:

In the husmble opihion of the writer, ne viler,
wickeder, crueller lie was ever conceived or

and

i&tofan Tweligs Lent palers, Translated by Eden
Cedar Paul (New York: Vik&ﬁg Press, 1532), p. 168,
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pttersd seee Af she had given those details time,

place and person, it would be possible to meet

them with the ovdinsry form of disproof. G&he didn't

give them because she couldn't; and she couldn't

becauss she hed never healed anyone or savthing,

naver xaligved anyone of anything -~ but dollars

and sanse.
The sbeve elaim of Nre. Bddy is only one of twenty which
Ky« Poabody exposed as outright falsehood, and whieh induced
him to say further, she “was the most erratic, contradietory
and untrustworthy witnecs that has occupied the stond gince
the deays of the lamented ﬁﬁﬁﬁi&la”ﬁ

¥ark Twain turned all ¢f his sarcasm asgeinat Iro.

¢f all the utrnmga and frentie and incomprehensible
and uninterpretable books which the imaginstion of
man has created, surely this one is the prisze sample.
«oss There are plﬁnty of pamﬁxu who imagina they
understand the book; I know this for 1 bave balked
with themy but in all cases they were people who
also imagined that there were ne reletivities in

the world; nothing actually existent but mind. It 3
seems Lo me to modify the value of their testimony.*

The inconsistencies, absurdities and conireadictions
in Christian Selence are without doubt, lerge in number and
tax the mind of the ineredulous te the limit. Iire, Bddy,
herself, though she taught that the body and pain were
imaginary and that phyeicians only created disessge, advocated
and pald for an operation on her sistorein-law when minde

iley, ope gites pe 250,
21bidey p» 204.

g (New York: Harper
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healing fTalled t¢ cure the latter's cuncerous bx@aat,1 ¥rse
Eddy's healing slec falled to restore her own teeth and thus
she found it nogessary to have g dentist create "imaginary®
teetlh gso thotl she might eat food which was mere mortal ides.
If Hyse Sddy could have given sn explanstion of this failure
of mindencaling half a8 unigue as that supposedly given by
Brighem Young, in anetber instauce,” she aight at lesst have
been credited with iagenuity.

#e O« Vaundry points oul the absurdity of Christisn
delence if iys. Eddy's teachings sre followed through to
logieal conelusion.

In hey ususl centradictory sanuer she states:
tivery conce & th&& HOSmE tm begln with the braing
begins false, Beience and Health, p. 262, If
the sbove @tmﬁwman'a are &rua, what about her own
physical senses when she wrote her book? Vhen
christian S¢ience lecturers speak in public they
appeal to the sense of hearing, her literature

appeals to the senee of sight, but according te her
statements above, her book 18 an error aud delusion.

line had caneer for seven years before anything was
done for her by surgery, hw% by thmﬁ timm 1t waa tuo &ﬂtﬁ»
see leslie D. Weatherhead, Paychology, ‘eligion and Healing
(London: Hedder and ﬁtaugh%an rim-wu», .lf_,, yy “f

2, young man who came to believe in the faith heale
ing of the Hormons asked Urigham Young if he could restore
hiis leg, The wily lormon leader replied that it would be
easy for him to do so but that first felt it his duty te
explain what iU would involvej; the man had lost one leg ==
if he received a new one st the hands of Brigham Young he
would then have two when he died. However in the next 1ife
the original leg would be restored and then he would have
thres. "hich would he choose, the transient inconvenience
or the daformity forever? Buckley, gps gites pe 36,
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¥o one reading it or hearing legtures on the subjeet

should trust to hies or her physiocal ssnses, both 1

they snd MNrs, %ddy's dectrines are error and delusions

In spite of all thet nay be saild, there are thoussnds

of man send women teday whe find comfort in Christian Seience
&8 & healing sgencys It ig inconceivable to belisve that
they have agcepted Christian Scelence becaupe of 1ts cone
elusive logicj rather, they haves sxperienced somethling undene
iably baneficianl. Therefore before gonoluding, we sust speak
seriously of the possibilities of wmindehealing.

sritiogue

Yedieal seience recognizes that there is s definite
relationship between the mind and the state of physieal
health that prevails in &Qw im@i@i&ﬁmlﬁ Une's approaeh to
the subject of mind-healing must therefore, be with the open
mind of Dre Plerson Parker who says:

Somstimss there im real healing of physicsl
disease. 9nile the whole subject of psychosomatic
medicineg is in its infancy, we know snough %o be
gure of the relationship betwaon spiritual and bodily
wall belnge. There can be no doubt whatever that
genuine,; even permanent, physical beiterment some-
times accrues from Christian Solence snd from forms
of faithehesling, just as from Homan Cetholic heale
ings st Lourdes. such phenomena alumost certainly
follow genuine pachosomatic laws. Danger arisass, of
gourse, when a principle, of undoubited value in
selested types of illnessy is by cult teaching made
to apply to disesses for whieh it is not afﬁaativﬁ;
8o that proper medical c¢urxe is deferred too 1@&3»

MY s s A
s ik

{ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&xwi**%* Jusbec: ?YiVﬁﬁﬁiym‘r;ngiggﬁxl&i‘5 Pe 524

0. ;i»‘:f- naxy Series, Gdited by s C.
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Christian Solence had itz origin in the mesmerism
of Guimby. The latter proctice sctumlly antedatss Wesmex,
but e was the first to use 1t s8 o healing sgency in
relatively modorn times pnd to bBring it to the attention
of a governunent sppointed gouaission in 1784. This cocmise
sion consisted of meubers froa the Faculty of HYedicine and
the Aceademy of Oolence in Pariss Tts Tindinge, along with
that of ancther commission appointed by the Heyal Soclety
of Hedicine, was that imasgineticn, not msgnetism, mccounted
for healing results., 7Vhatever accounted for the astounds
ing results, lawysrs, msedical practitioners, merchants,
numbers of nobility and geatyry, published grateful reports
‘eoncerning the curs Mesmer hed provided for thsir allments,
and they were not afraid to sign these doouments with their
authentie na&saﬁl

It was Mesmer's pupil, Count Haxime de “uysegur, who

was the first to ahow thut by seans of what we now call

omatic medicine” is best defined
opedia Americans, XVIII, 1951
8 in Medicine,® p. 58Zb which

ps 198, The term “"paychos
by quoting from the Engvel
edition, article, "Frogres

roads :

#Up to about 1930 our Imowledge of the psychoneurs
oses was centered largely arcund certaia synduomes or groups
of symptoms, unaccompanied by any well grounded system of
treatments Treatment was 1&§galy empirical and not conditione
ed to the neods of the individusl patient. In the ysars that
followed a clenr understanding bes come sbout and this has
aided, to s gratifying extent, the evolution of a plan of
treatment aimed at correcting, in individual cases, the basie
causative faotors Huch of this has been achieved through the
work of sigmund Froud (1B856-1039) and Adolph Heyer (1866« )s
Such pluns are often referred to as belonging to the field of
psychosomutic modiciue.™

3‘3&#&3& Spe Biley pe 69,
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hypnotism, an individual could exercise an influence for
good or evil upon the mental condition of another. The
sceidental hypnotizing of & young patient by Fuysegur and
experiments with hypnotic and postehypnotic suggestion
opened up & new field of inquiry. Here was an intermediate
stage between sleep and weking, a strange comiition wherein
was an interplay of mysterious spiritusl forees which worked
on g different plane from thet of consclous intelligence.
This was the beginning of what yeurs later was tuken up by
Sigmund Freud and others and developed into our modern
payehology snd psychoetherapy.

Hypnosis, stripped eof all mysticism, may be defined
as an intense form of artificial abstraction (absent minded-
ness) brought oa by suggestions There ars various degrees
of hypnotic sleep: complete loss of memory known as amnesia,
suggestibility, and subconscious phenomenas The wvalue of
hypnotism lies ohiefly in what is known as post-hypnotie
suggestions suggestions are made to the hypnotized person
which will either be remembvered wihen he awakes or which will
be acted upon unconsciocusly after awaking., Here, undoubfedly,
lies the secret of & large part of faithehesling. The
patient pasees under the influence of the healer, the
suggesticns of healing and wollebeing are made, and, for a
time, in the post-hypnotic state, the patient believes that
he is without pain and hes experienced a “"miraculous oure.”

The hypnotic state is produced by verbal suggestion or by



various mechanical devices such as staring at a bright
gbject or listening to & menotonous sound stimulus, thus
fatiguing the sense organs and Lrain by the a&xwwwiﬁg of
consciousness upon one point. Dince eighty to ninety pere
cent of all persons are hygnatia&bxagl the field is large
and nsedless to say opsu for both beneficial and haraful
practicea.

The therapeutic value of hypnotism or psychotherapy,
as it is now called, is a question of great practical impore
tance to medical scisnces Its fleld of actiocn is limited to
functional diseanses and unless very careful disgnosis is
wmade by competent physicians, much harm may result from
delay of the necessary treatment for orgmnic ailments.
Faith and mind healers are rarely capable of or concerned
with disgnosis, therefore often cause unnecessary deaths.
Sgveral such instances are on regord in relationship to
Christien Celence, & case in polnt being that of liys. Bddy's
husband; & stubborn attempt to treat his orgonic disease
with mindecure resulted in his death. On the other hand a
disesce like hysteris is functional and very amenable to
hypnotic treatment. Dre. Coriat says:

Hysteris with ite manifold symptoms all tend to dise
eppesyr in the hypnotiec sleep, a fact which speaks

euphatically for the soundness of the modern theory
of hysteria. By this we mean that hysteris is a

1@. Yorceater; S ﬁaﬁamb, I+ Bs Coriat, feligion and
16 (New York: Moiffat, Yard and Company, 1908}, pe 22!
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mental disepse whose symploms are due to a dissoeistion
or splitting of the personality. In the hypnotic state
the splitting disappesrs and the hysteric individual

remains well while in this condition. Un being swakened

the symptoms tend to recur, but by repeating hypnotige
ing there is established a peychic re-education through
suggestion, and vltismetely a cure results. Iysteriesl
paralysis and convulsiona, losses of sensation (snaese
thesia)y or of memory (ammesis), loss of the voice
(aphonia)y the various digestive and motor disturbances
of hysteris, yield to hypnotic treatment. lNany of the
sudden regoveriss of persons who heve been paralyszed
for years ure causes ar pure hysterias. If the paralysis
were of an organie natures that is, caused by a hemore
rage or softening of the E?mxﬁ or spinal c¢ord, such a
recovery would not ccour.

Drs Coriat speaks of another funcitional disease known

as mauwa#@maaiarwhia& alsoe responds to hypnotic suggestions
The symptoms whieh it manifevie are rapid exhaustion, sleep-
lesunenss various fleeting paine, gastric distress; palpie
tation of the hLeart, headache and dizziness. The cause of

such expeviences, he says, is introspection and self snalysis

of & sort which can lead to the condition known as hypochons

draisis, wherein the patient ie continually examining his
fleeting bodily peines and finally couss to belisve that he
is suifering from u severe orginic disease. To him palpie
tation comss Yo mean heart diseasse; headeche, brain tumor;
geetric symptoms, an incursble uffection of the stomach,®
Hypnosis often provides adequate cure for such ailments.
Bibyl Vilbur speaks of Culmby as "the unconscious
ﬁywnaﬁtmar*“a in the light of what is now known about

%éﬁiﬂﬁi Pe 235 %£§$§Q* pe 838,
%i@yx “11&%, the | L il b b Ll
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hypnotic suggestion, it is easler to understand the effect
that (uimby had on irs. HEddy during the first few days of
their acquaintance. Her allments seem to have been manie
festaticus of hysteria and neurasthenia and amenable to
hypnotic treatment. Although Mrs. Bddy renouncsd Guimby

in later years, especially his practice of manipulation,

or the laying on of hands, the work of the Christian Science
practitionsr is of hypuotic kind and is, without doubt,
suggestive therapy.

Une octher aspeet of suggestive therapy needs to be
mentioned, namely, autoe-suggestion, first brought to the
fore by Zmile Coue (1B57-1926) of France. Ye was an
apothecary, not a doctor, but very interested in psychology.
Iwenty years of study and experiment guilded him to a very
important discovery relating to the operation of the mind
in healing:

The patient did not need euggestive therapy applied
by another, as in hypnosis. 7ithin himself was the
power. He did not need a trance state sc that direct
access to the unconscious could be oblained. Ideas,
if repeated again and again in confident voice elude
ing as wuch &8 possible the sttentions of the “eritiesl
policeman® (i.¢ey the sereening faculty of the mind),
and especially if repealed at those times when the
mind is most recepiive =~- namely, on waking and on
falling asleep «« would sink into the subconsciocus
and unconscious Earts of the mind and work the
expected wonder.

Coue instructed his patients to say every morning and

evening, "Svery day in every way I am getting betier and
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bettar." One suffering from lumbago wee to say repeatedly:
"y back is essier. T am able with greater snd grester
ease to bend it." Coue did not tesch hism patients to use
willepower; he worked rather on the lmportant psychological
truth that 4f will and imasginution are in cenflict, the
imagination wins., He believed that the unconsciocus had
aluwost complete power over the body. Weatherhead commente-
ing on the vslidity of this theory points out that sn idea
received into the subconsclious can even produce a vlister
or rash on the skin, and says further: "VWo effort is
required to believe that if Coue's method really doess get
ideas into the subeonscious, bodily benefit is certain."t
Here agein, there is a psychelogical explenstion of what
takes place when Christian Oelentists experience relief

frou suffering as a result of reading Sglence and

"0f ecurse,® says Veatherhead, "the factor on which everye
thing depends is the suggestibility of the patient -~ that
isy the facility with which he mccepts ildess into his amind
without eritieal axum&natiaﬂ.”ﬁ If repetition of ideas
will bave an e¢ffoct, then it is little wonder that Jgience
selth bas therspeutic velus. Considering the nature

of ite contents, it undoubtedly comss into the «ind only
when not eritically exsmined.
There is still snother basis upon which Christian

Libide, pe 129,
%1bide, pe 198,
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Belence healing is sccomplished, It simply fulfils ong of
the great requirements for natural reeuperation, namely,

dispelling fesr from the sickercoms 4 recent writer in the

Thatever sxorcises the demon of fesr end brings to

the siok man's bed the ingel of Yope, is = powerful

2id to medigal treatment: To lie in the shadow of

fear éﬁpt}tﬁﬁ @ man at}anargipp thai might otherwise

be availmble for curative purposes.
How yight Lrs. Pddy was when she wrote: "Fear is the foune
tain of sickness sse¢ Fear which is an element of all
disesase must be cast sul to readjust the balance for God. "2
Herein lies the main differance between faithehsaling and
Christian Seoience healing. In the former, the act is
expected lawediately and must coms through divine intervens
tion, or, as we have seen; through some form of hypnosis.
In the latter the patient is visited regularly by a pragtie
tioner who never once admits of diseuse or allows the patient
to talk about it. The wvisitor brings an atmesphers of cheer
and hope and unshaken confidence that the patient is pers
fecetly wall vr at lsast will quickly be sos During such
trostment there is time for nature to take its ﬁamréé,
Undoubtedly many of the reported mind-cures have been nothing
more than the patient recovering by natural means, but aided
appreciably by renewed ccnfidence and friendly association.

Thusy healing in Christian Science is, within

"M;g ps 198,

sealthy ps 392,
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bounds, besed eon legitimete basic prineiples and consequently
sany of the reported eures sre undoubtedly authentic., ¥rs.
Bddy may not have recognized theee principles, but whate
ever healing she effected wans by thelr means. Weatherhesd
frankly admits: "All the Christisn medical psychologists on
the staff of ay Oity Temple Psyehological Clinie aceept and
practice all the truthe that lie behind Christian Science.
There are therefore sany things in Christisn Seience which
are commendable and which the ether churches need to incore
porate into their program. Villiem James puts the case well
when he says:

The leaders of thig faith had en intuitive belief in

the all-saving power of healthye-minded attitudes as

such, in the conguering efficeey of coursge, hope,

and trust, and & correlative contempt for doubt

fenr, wegry and ull nerveusly precsutionary ata{ua

of mind,

Chrietian Sgilence fights the old lebrew belief that

suffering and disease are ithe will of God and that they are

sent as @un&nhmmmt for and must be borne with submisesion and

1@#&31&&!‘*&0&@.. £pe 2itsy Pm 196,

S§illian Jemes, The Verieties o
(Hew York: Longmans, Green, and L.y i918)s P i
thisg is gemerally true of leaders of the sovement 1t canna%
be overlooked that Mrs. Hddy herself lived in constant fear -
fear of recurring illness and fear of poverty in her younger
daya, and in old age she feared that her iliness would be
found out. She sent out another person, when she was too
sick to take her usual daily drive, drecssed like herself so
that ber public would not know. Yet despite this she wrote
in her books “eses the sick can meet discase fearlessly if
they only realise that divine love gives them all power
over avegy phya:gg% action and condition ...« " (Sgience
8nd Health, p. .
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resignation, Because sany Ohristian ehurches have begoms
80 engrossed in the welfare of the soul thet thay have
neglocted to ¢are for the physical sgpact of thelr churgh
mombera, many have turned to Christisn Jecience, although
basically ingonsistent with thelr other Christisn deetrine,
They sre gongarned adout theiyr health and want relief.
Erny lonely people have been helped by Christiun feliemge
beocsuse it has led them away fros themselves. T4 has
directed thely mind away froz self toward the qusiltiea of
God who they sincerely believe to be Leside whom there is
noe other, Their theology may be illogical but it has
therapeutic sffact.

Having recognized the beneficial mspect of Christian
doience, we shall not remaln blind %o ite errors. “hile
mind healing is effective in functional illnesses, Christian
Seience mekes no distinetion between functional and organie
disesses. Disgnoses are ususlly mede by the patient or |
practitioner without medical training; consequently many
have died because medical aid was denied to or
For Christian Science healih is the end of religion and God

genle disesses.

& means to its Those who remsin 11l must come to fesl that
their incapacity is of thelr own making, that it is the
result of thelr own insdequate falth.

Christian Zclence is not & science by the standard
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meaning of the word. Seience is ressoned thinking, based
on human experience and observation, it depends on the
relisbility of our senmses to report truth fully and consiste
ently to uss Christian Zeience declares that the senses do
not bear reliable testimeny, that the body is only an errons
eous belief of » mind which itself is not real. Therefore
the very basis of solence la laken aways
for is Christian Science besioally Christian, for it

denies too meny things that are fundamental to the Christisn
faith, It 1s in many respects s resurreciion of eaxly
“GChristian® Onosticisme. 43 did the OGnostics, lrs. Hddy
denied the peality of mstter, flesh, suffering and death,
thereby ruled out the entire Christisn gospel of redemption.
Who is right, lrs. Bddy, in her affirmation that sin does not
exist and that salvation consiste in realising it, or the
Fourth CGogpel?

If we say we have no sing we deceive ourselvez, and

the truth is not in us. If we confess sur sina, he

is £&;thxux mnﬂu3u$t $nﬁ’w§i1 fargivg sur sins and

¢leanse us from all unrightecusness.
drs. Lddy perverts the historical meaning of New Testament
words and passages. 'Haz theories are pantheistie, her main
thesis being the "allness of God." She speaks of the Logos
in Christian Sgilence und identifies the Holy Spirit with
"Divine Gcience." The incensistency and essentislly une
Chrigtian character of her philoseophy is foreibly set forth
by Veatherhead:

11 John 1: 84 9
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~ God is goode Let men bask in the suanshine of
that idea and exclude all the above illusions (death,
sin, pain and bedy). Let him wipe out the drug,
the hospitel, the doctur, the dark shadows of poverty
and death, and think about positive and beautiful
things. The weakness here, of course, is thet a
neurotic woman's wishful thinking cannot evade the
so~called illusion indefinitely. If the Master of
life suffered soxrow and pain and death, and died
for human sin, it is bavdly likely that lMrs. Sddy can
by-pass thes worthily, and the greatest victories of
men have not been found along the road of evasion,
but over steep hills almost as fraught with tragedy
a8 Calvary itself.

Ghrietian Science has never gone down into the
slum and borne on its Leart the burdens of the poor.
Where it ii recognizable, it is a Christianity withe
out toars.

Heauling of certain diseases on the prineiples of
peychotherapy, as actually practiced by Christien Science,
is geientifically valid and cures are incontestable; but
Christian Science's phllosophy of healing is neither
scientific nor Christien and has taken flight from coumon
senses The final test of any faith or creed ar‘philamayhy
is whether or not it will stand up under the everyday
experience of mankind in every situstion snd circuusstance
of life. Fisher has subjected it to this test and found
it wanting.

What can Christisn Science say to the dying
pauper in the slums which he will not regard as an
affront to the lesson of a lifetime? It will tell
idm that his pain is an ervor. It will tell hiam
that he ie suffering {rom the delusion of a mortal
minde wss+ To the downcest and Lthe outcast such a

philosophy is a cruel @n@kamy; They know instince
tively that it ies false.

lieatherhead, ope gibes Do 199,
2ypisher, op. gites po 176,
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The motive of Christian S¢ience is highly coumende
able, its practice and claims open to question, but it
stands ag & timely warning to the Christian Chureh which
goneentrates on man's soul to the neglect of his body.
Until this evil is banished from Christendom, there will
always be "Christian lcieme” by whatever name it may be
know«
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