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tried to weaken the stringency of the review process, the Cree took three 
court actions to ensure that these were serious environmental and social 
impact reviews. The Cree argued that these documents did not answer the 
basic questions-that their purpose was to reassure the public rather than 
provide essential information for a decision. The board asked Hydro
Quebec to undertake more thorough reviews. A short time later, the pre
mier of Quebec announced that the Great Whale project was stopped and 
would be delayed indefinitely. It was an extraordinary victory for the Cree 
and for the Inuit to their north who had joined with them to stop the Great 
Whale Project. 

Expanding Horizons 

The James Bay Cree had become leaders in the struggle to gain national 
and international recognition for the rights of indigenous peoples. With 
part of the interest from the compensation funds they had received, the 
Cree have aided other aboriginal peoples who did not have the resources 
to defend themselves against the exploitation and destruction of their lands 
by other development projects. The Grand Council of the Cree was also 
the first indigenous organization to gain recognition as a nongovernmental 
organization at the UniteJ Nations. The Cn:e leaden.hip found that pub
licity at the international level was one of the important ways to embarrass 
and pressure governments in Canada to fulfill more of the obligations they 
had taken under the treaty. Regional Crl'e leaders also played an activl' role 
at the United Nations in Geneva preparing the draft of the first global 
International Covenant on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This inter
national accord is now being considered for adoption by UN agencies. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The system that right now runs this country is a small group of people ... 
managed by multinational corporations who feed into the system. That's why 
it is corrupt. 

I still have faith in the people, I still have-to a certain extent-faith in 
the courts to stop certain mega-projects. Because the way they are built now 
is unacceptable. And we think we can change that. 

-Grand Chief Matthew Coon Come, Grand Council
of the Creew 

While Cree leaders and people struggle for the recognition from govern
ments and corporations that they have a right to control their future, Cree 
lives, culture, and economies are being rebuilt daily by collective Cree ef
forts on the land and in the communities. The value of the land to all Cree 
unites their politicians, the Cree hunters, those Cree with steady jobs-
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most of whom who hunt part-time-and the growing number of Cree 
youth most of whom envisage their futures as being based both in the 
villages and on the land. While jobs are in short supply, and political strug
gles periodically unify people, the hunting way of life provides a key point 
of shared value and experience that underpins unity on a daily basis. The 
other unifying factor is the desire and the active practice of Cree to look 
after their own communities. Despite serious problems of an inadequate 
number of jobs-especially among youth-and social ills, Cree villages are 
socially vibrant because people increasingly find the means to deal with 
community problems from within their own values, history, and systems 
of sharing and caring. 

Questions 

1. What are some of the ways the James Bay Cree have been able to use the values
and principles of their hunting way of life to organize their lives in the settle
ments and the regional politics among their villages?

2. Do you think that Cree society can continue to create lives for Cree youth that
combine living in settlements with a life on the land without becoming assimi
lated? Why or why not?

3. Why are development projects initiated by governments and by global corpo
rations so threatening to Cree lands and ways of life? In what ways have the
Cree succeeded in limiting the impacts on their lands and lives from such pro
jects? In what ways have they not succeeded?

4. What are the ways that the Cree have found to fight government decisions within
their own country? What ways have they found to carry their struggles inter
nationally and to global financial centers? What material resources and what
kin<ls of knowledge have been critical to the Cree efforts to pursue these strug
gles?

5. The Cree and the environmentalists share a profound concern for the environ
ment, but they do not always agree. What could environmentalists learn from
the Cree about caring for the land? Would it enhance their ability to work
together?
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