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Objectives
● Familiarize you with basic structures and definitions of 

Digital Scholarship
● Get you thinking about how you might engage Digital 

Scholarship in your own work
● Get you connected with the Sherman Centre and 

resources for Digital Scholarship available at McMaster 
and beyond.



Today’s Workshop

1. Introduction
2. Exploring Digital Scholarship Projects (in small groups)
3. Defining DS (as a big group)
4. Applying DS to your own research
5. Where do we go from here? Resources for Digital Scholars 

at Mac. 



1.Introduction





A brief history of digital 
scholarship 

(A case study from the discipline of History)



1982 – IBM introduces its first PC





Roderick Floud, Social Science History, 1984





Defining Digital 
Scholarship



…using a word processor to write an essay?



…collaborating with a colleague in a Google doc?



…finding sources on the library website?



…reading digitized archival material?



…scanning historical material?



…creating a digital exhibit?



…using a computer program to analyze 
historical data?



Answer: Maybe all of them? 





How do you define 
Humanities Computing?
https://bit.ly/2vwj7Kv

Voyant Tools
https://voyant-tools.org/

https://bit.ly/2vwj7Kv
https://voyant-tools.org/


The application of computational 
tools, techniques and methods 
intertwined with scholarly inquiry, 
analysis, and critique.



2. Exploring DS Projects
Trading Consequences -
http://tradingconsequences.blogs.edina.ac.uk/

Quantifying Kissinger -
http://blog.quantifyingkissinger.com/

Minor Works of John Lydgate -
http://www.minorworksoflydgate.net/

CLiC - http://clic.bham.ac.uk/ (or access the 
CLiC Dickens app here: https://bit.ly/2PS3zuh)

Feminist Trump -
https://github.com/PublicDesignWorkshop/Fe
ministTrumpBot

Enchanting the Desert: 
http://enchantingthedesert.com/console/

The Shelley-Godwin Archive -
http://shelleygodwinarchive.org

Mapping Decline: St. Louis and the 
American City -
http://mappingdecline.lib.uiowa.edu/

Lincoln Logarithms -
http://disc.library.emory.edu/lincoln/

If you finish early, explore: Around DH in 80 
Days - http://www.arounddh.org/

http://tradingconsequences.blogs.edina.ac.uk/
http://blog.quantifyingkissinger.com/
http://www.minorworksoflydgate.net/
http://clic.bham.ac.uk/
https://bit.ly/2PS3zuh
https://github.com/PublicDesignWorkshop/FeministTrumpBot
http://enchantingthedesert.com/console/
http://shelleygodwinarchive.org
http://mappingdecline.lib.uiowa.edu/
http://disc.library.emory.edu/lincoln/
http://www.arounddh.org/


Questions to 
consider

1. What is the purpose 
of the project?

2. What kinds of tools is 
it using?

3. What discipline is it 
coming from?

7.  Why is this Digital Scholarship? What are 
the characteristics that make it a Digital 
project? 

4. Who is behind it (students, a 
group of collaborators, an 
individual, government 
institution)? And who is 
funding it?

5. Who is the intended 
audience?

6. What does it do well, what 
does it do not well?



3. Defining DS - what have we learned?

● Can we come up with a definition of DS 
that is a little more robust?

● What does it do that other scholarship 
doesn’t? What is the point of it?

● What forms can Digital Scholarship 
take?



4 - Applications
(how do I get started with Digital Scholarship?)



Considerations
…Sustainability

…Documentation

…Time

…Skill Acquisition

…Collaboration

…Failure

…Dissemination

Etc..



5. Where do we go 
from here? 

Workshops:

● DH@Guelph (Univ. of Guelph)
● Digital Humanities Summer Institute 

(DHSI) (UVic)
● Do More with Digital Scholarship 

(DMDS) (McMaster)

Campus Centres:

● Sherman Centre (all things 
DS)

● Maps and GIS Library 
(mapping)

● Lyons New Media Centre 
(video equipment, cameras, 
green room)

● Grant Writing and Funding: 
Faculty – Research Office. 

● Students – Supervisors, 
chairs, Sherman Centre 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/arts/dhguelph/summer2019
http://www.dhsi.org/index.php
https://scds.ca/events/dmds/2018-2019/


Contact us:
http://scds.ca

Mica Jorgenson

jorgenma@mcmaster.ca

@mica_amy

Cathy Grisé

grisec@mcmaster.ca

http://scds.ca/

