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Abstract

“From Wilhelm to Hans: Ethnicity, Citizenship, and the German Community of
Berlin/Kitchener, Ontario, 1871-1970s,” examines how the ethnic elite, a group of politicians,
businessmen, professionals, and leaders of cultural organizations defined German ethnicity. It
argues that claiming a place for Germans as loyal Canadian citizens was central to how the ethnic
elite defined German ethnicity. The ethnic elite, however, did not define German ethnicity in
isolation. Rather, German ethnic identity was arrived at through the interaction between the
ethnic group and the host society. In forums such as public celebrations, newspaper debates,
politics, and business, immigrants and established Canadians negotiated their respective identities
and their relationship to one another. This relationship was shaped by factors such as the two
World Wars, Canada’s relationship with Britain, and Canadians’ changing attitudes towards race
and racism. German ethnicity, therefore, was not a static inheritance from the Old World. It was
dynamic, continually being contested, negotiated, and redefined. Recently historians have looked
to ethnic group identities to locate the origins of Canada’s multicultural identity. By studying
German ethnicity through the lens of citizenship, however, this dissertation demonstrates that
multicultural citizenship was not the inevitable result of immigration and ethnic diversity. To
seek a place for Germans as Canadian citizens, the ethnic elite’s definition of German ethnicity
was premised on the exclusion of others who did not fit the class, gender, or religious distinctions
of Canadian citizenship. Furthermore, throughout the period under study, Anglo-Canadian critics
challenged the place of Germans as Canadian citizens. At times, these critics were only a small
minority, but there were others, such as the First World War, when the rights of Germans as
Canadian citizens were challenged more broadly. Thus, the acceptance of Germans as Canadian

citizens was always contingent and never fully settled.
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Introduction

If there was one symbol which best represented the German community of Berlin, Ontario
at the end of the nineteenth century it was the stern, imperious bust of Kaiser Wilhelm | which
stood watch over Berlin’s Victoria Park. By the 1970s the symbol which best represented the
German community of the city (renamed Kitchener during the First World War) was Onkel Hans,
the smiling and cheekily winking cartoon mascot of Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest which
adorned billboards and promotional materials around the city, welcoming visitors and assuring
them of good times ahead. Aside from prominent facial hair, these two symbols and the meaning
which they conveyed could scarcely be more different. Kaiser Wilhelm evoked the might of the
German Empire and portrayed the city’s Germans as modern, hardworking, and industrious.
Onkel Hans called to mind the supposed peasant origins of the city’s Germans who were
portrayed as traditional, fun-loving, and jovial. The juxtaposition of these symbols demonstrates
that ethnicity is not a static, unchanging inheritance from the Old World, but is instead dynamic
and ever-changing. By charting the journey from Wilhelm to Hans, we can examine how the
definition of German ethnicity in Berlin/Kitchener, Ontario changed over time and what forces
shaped its evolution.

The area that became Berlin was settled at the start of the nineteenth century by German-
speaking Mennonites from Pennsylvania." They were followed, beginning in the 1820s, by

German immigrants from Europe. The German immigrants came from all over rather than a

! This land was part of a 600 000 acre tract that was purchased from the Mississauga by the British Crown and
granted to the Six Nations in 1784 to compensate for the loss of their traditional territory during the American
Revolution. In 1798, the Six Nations, led by Joseph Brant, sold 94 012 acres of this land to Colonel Richard Beasley.
In 1803, Mennonites from Pennsylvania purchased the land that became Berlin from Beasley. John English and
Kenneth McLaughlin, Kitchener: An Illustrated History (Toronto: Robin Brass Studio, 1983), 16-9; Mary Druke
Becker, “Iroquois and Iroquoian in Canada,” in Native Peoples: The Canadian Experience 3" Edition, eds. R. Bruce
Morrison and C. Roderick Wilson (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2004), 240.
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single region or state and came from several different religious denominations.”> Whereas the
Mennonites were mostly farmers, the Germans were primarily artisans and craftsmen who came
to North America when the industrial revolution in Europe brought a decline in their income and
status. Most arrived first in the United States and were then drawn north by the promise of a
German-speaking settlement in Waterloo Township with Berlin at its centre.> The number of
German immigrants coming to Kitchener slowed after 1870 and then ceased entirely during the
First World War when Germans, as enemy aliens, were barred from coming to Canada.*
According to the 1911 census, the number of people of German origins in Berlin was 10 633 or
about 70 percent of the city’s population.” Another wave of German immigrants came to
Kitchener following the First World War, beginning in 1923 when Germans were once again
permitted to enter Canada. This wave of immigrants included ethnic Germans from Romania,
Hungary, Russia, and Yugoslavia along with immigrants from Germany itself. By the time
immigration was halted once more with the onset of the Depression, the number of people of
German origins in Kitchener was 16 345, or 53 percent of the city’s population.6 The final wave
of German immigrants to Kitchener came in the years immediately following the end of the
Second World War. This wave included German refugees from Eastern Europe who began
arriving in Kitchener in 1947 and German nationals who were once again permitted to come to
Canada from 1950. By the mid-1950s, however, the number of German immigrants to Kitchener

declined sharply as the German economy recovered and began to flourish in the aftermath of the

2 English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 25.

¥ Andrew McCauley Thomson, “The Breithaupts and Breithaupt Leather: Building a Family Business in Berlin,
Ontario” (Ph.D. diss: University of Waterloo, 1992), 242; English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 21.

* English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 89.

® Fifth Census of Canada, 1911 Volume I1: Religions, Origins, Birthplace, Citizenship, Literacy and Infirmities, By
Provinces, Districts and Sub-Districts (Ottawa: C. H. Parmelee, Printer to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 1913),
374.

® Seventh Census of Canada, 1931 Volume IV: Cross Classification (Ottawa: J. O. Patenaude, 1934), 230, 466, 904-
5; Jonathan Wagner, A History of Migration from Germany to Canada, 1850-1939 (Toronto: UBC Press, 2006), 214.
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war.” In 1971, the number of people of German origins in Kitchener was 35 920, comprising still
32 percent of the city’s populattion.8

In this dissertation, | study the German community of Berlin/Kitchener, Ontario from
1871 to the 1970s. Specifically, 1 look at how the leaders of the community, whom | term the
“ethnic elite” defined German ethnic identity and how this definition changed over the course of
a century. | argue that positioning Germans as loyal Canadian citizens was central to how the
ethnic elite defined German ethnic identity. The core aim of the ethnic elite in defining German
ethnicity was to reconcile their difference with the definition of Canadian citizenship. Describing
what it meant to be German in Berlin/Kitchener, the ethnic elite simultaneously offered their own
definition of what it meant to be Canadian, and claimed a place at the centre of Canada as loyal
citizens rather than at the margins as an immigrant “other”.

The ethnic elite did not define German ethnicity in isolation. German ethnic identity was
arrived at through a process of negotiation between the immigrant group and the host society.
This negotiation took place in what Royden Loewen and Gerald Friesen refer to as “boundary
zones.” These were forums such as public celebration and commemoration, newspaper debates,
politics, or business, where immigrants and established Canadians encountered one another and
negotiated their respective identities and their relationship to one another.” The result of this
negotiation was a version of Canadian citizenship and identity which blurred the lines between
the ethnic group and the host society. For the most of the period I study, most Anglo Canadians
readily accepted Germans as Canadian citizens. By taking part in German-Canadian celebrations,

echoing the rhetoric of the ethnic elite, patronizing German-Canadian businesses, and engaging

" English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 198-9.

® English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 233.

% Royden Loewen and Gerald Friesen, Immigrants in Prairie Cities: Ethnic Diversity in Twentieth-Century Canada
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009), 4-5.
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with German Canadians as a political bloc, Anglo Canadians signaled their acceptance of the
ethnic elite’s version of German ethnicity and the place of Germans as Canadian citizens.™®

In this dissertation, | analyze local English- and German-language newspapers, the
personal papers of the men who comprised the ethnic elite, the records of German clubs and
cultural organizations, and works of local history and historical fiction. These sources offer a
window into the boundary zones where the ethnic elite and Anglo Canadians negotiated the
meaning of German ethnicity and Canadian citizenship. In these boundary zones, the ethnic elite
deployed a privileged understanding of Canada’s, Germany’s, and Berlin/Kitchener’s history as
what Eric Hobsbawm terms “well-supplied warehouses of official ritual, symbolism, and moral
exhortation” to present a version of German ethnicity which posited that Germans were the ideal
Canadian citizens.™

In Immigrant Minds, American Identities, historian Orm @verland examines the
“homemaking myths” which late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century European
immigrants used to claim belonging in the United States.*? These myths, he states, are based “on
myths and traditions of the old home country or on the real or imagined group experience in the
new one.” Homemaking myths, Overland continues, “insist on family relationships across the
centuries and on continuities where historians see few if any connections.”™* @verland argues that
because of this dubious veracity, historians have largely ignored immigrants’ homemaking

2

myths, dismissing them as “represent[ing] an amateurish historiography.” He maintains,

19 This is in contrast to the United States where Orm @verland argues Anglo-Americans were not receptive to ethnic
groups’ claims to belonging in America. Orm @verland, Immigrant Minds, American ldentities: Making the United
States Home, 1870-1930 (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2000), 13, 192.

1 Eric Hobsbawm, “Introduction: Inventing Traditions,” in The Invention of Tradition, eds. Eric Hobsbawm and
Terrence Ranger (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 6.

12 @verland organizes the homemaking myths into three thematic categories: “myths of foundation (‘we were here
first or at least as early as you were”), myths of blood sacrifice (‘we fought and gave our lives for our chosen
homeland’), and myths of ideological gifts or an ideological relationship (‘the ideas we brought with us are
American ideas’).” @verland, Immigrant Minds, American Identities, 19.

13 @verland, Immigrant Minds, American Identities, 8-9.
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however, that they deserve to be studied “as expressions of an American identity created in the
face of Anglo-American denials of such an identity.”'* Canadian historian Ross Fair uses
Overland’s homemaking myths as a framework to study the historiography of Ontario’s
Pennsylvania Germans. Fair argues that homemaking myths should be seen as “a North
American phenomenon” and not just a product of immigrants to the United States.”® He urges
Canadian historians to use @verland’s homemaking myths as a framework to study other ethnic
group histories rather than dismissing them because they are produced by local amateurs.'® Fair
states that “History and heritage, myth and memory, all play considerable roles in constructing a
national narrative.” Historians, he says, should study how ethnic groups have used these forces to
assert their place in Canada’s history alongside English and French Canadians."’

Like @verland and Fair, | take these amateur histories of ethnic groups seriously as
legitimate expressions of group identity. The ethnic elite employed their privileged understanding
of history, their version of @verland’s homemaking myths, in local histories and works of
historical fiction and also in public celebrations, in editorials and letters to the editor, in
advertisements for local businesses and civic booster publications, in letters and petitions
lobbying politicians, and even in public monuments to assert their status as loyal Canadian
citizens. As @verland acknowledges, the claims these histories made were quite often tenuous,
with little grounding in historical fact. Furthermore, they were volatile and subject to frequent
revision or even wholesale change. | do not see this as a sign of their falsehood or weakness,

however. Instead, | see this as a sign of strength and creativity as the ethnic elite responded to

their changing circumstances in Canada. At the same time, the necessity to continually re-

1 @verland, Immigrant Minds, American Identities, 21.

1> Ross Fair, ““Theirs was a deeper purpose’: The Pennsylvania Germans of Ontario and the Craft of the
Homemaking Myth,” Canadian Historical Review 87, no. 4 (2006): 682.

1 Fair, ““Theirs was a deeper purpose’,” 656-7.

7 Fair, ““Theirs was a deeper purpose’,” 683.
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asserting and redefining their ethnic identity meant that the ethnic elite always maintained a
defensive tone in their expressions of German ethnicity. As the definition of what constituted a
loyal Canadian citizen changed over time, the ethnic elite displayed a great deal of creativity in
re-writing their history, inventing new traditions, and thereby adapting their ethnic identity to
retain its compatibility with the concept of Canadian citizenship.

Loewen and Friesen argue that by retaining their culture, ethnic groups throughout the
twentieth century were not attempting to resist assimilation into Anglo-Canadian society. Instead,
Loewen and Friesen argue that their ethnic culture and institutions “provid[ed] the very tools by
which the immigrant gained entry into the wider community.”*® Similarly, Orm @verland argues
that when immigrants attempted to gain acceptance in the United States by shedding all the
trappings of their ethnic identity, this approach seldom resulted in acceptance by Anglo-
Americans. Instead, it served to alienate them from their own ethnic communities. Thus, more
commonly, immigrants chose “to affirm the Old World identity and to insist that it too was

19 Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans likewise pursued belonging in Canada through their

American.
ethnic group rather than by leaving the ethnic group. They sought to gain access to the material
benefits of Canadian citizenship while still maintaining the benefits of the social network
provided by their ethnic group. In seeking belonging in Canada, the ethnic elite benefitted from
Germans’ position near the top of the racist hierarchy, alongside the British as a fellow white,
Northern European “race”.

Citizenship as | use it here means more than just the legal definition. For most of the

period I study, the legal category of “Canadian citizen” did not actually exist. The legal category

of “Canadian citizen” was created in 1946. Prior to that, Canadians were legally classified as

'8 |_oewen and Friesen, Immigrants in Prairie Cities, 13-4.
9 @verland, Immigrant Minds, American Identities, 1-2.
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British subjects.”® Even prior to 1946, however, when Canadians discussed who belonged as a
member of their newly-created nation, they discussed it in terms of “Canadian citizenship.”**
Discussions in Berlin/Kitchener of the place of Germans in Canada likewise made reference to
“Canadian citizenship.” Bryan S. Turner defines citizenship as “that set of practices (juridical,
political, economic, and cultural) which define a person as a competent member of society, and
which as a consequence shape the flow of resources to persons and social groups.” By using the
term “practices,” Turner highlights that citizenship is not just a legal or political concept. Turner
adds that “In general, therefore, citizenship is essentially about the nature of social membership
within modern political collectives.”? Similarly, Sonya O. Rose states that although citizenship
can be a difficult concept to define, “Perhaps most commonly, citizenship is understood to be a
membership category, one defining who does and who does not belong to a particular national
community. In this sense, citizenship is a synonym for nationality.”23

In his seminal essay “Citizenship and Social Class” British sociologist T.H. Marshall
describes the evolution of citizenship over the previous 250 years. He divides citizenship rights
into three categories: civil citizenship, political citizenship, and social citizenship. The first
consists of “the rights necessary for individual freedom” such as freedom of speech, the right to

justice, and the right to own property. The second consists of “the right to participate in the

exercise of political power” by means such as voting or holding public office. The final category

20 Janine Brodie, “Three Stories of Canadian Citizenship,” in Contesting Canadian Citizenship: Historical Readings
eds. Robert Adamoski, Dorothy E. Chunn, and Robert Menzies (Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2002), 46.

2! Even the Canadian government used the incongruous term “Canadian citizenship.” During the Second World War
for example, the government established the Committee on Co-operation in Canadian Citizenship to enlist the aid of
ethnic minorities in the war effort. See lvana Caccia, Managing the Canadian Mosaic in Wartime: Shaping
Citizenship Policy, 1939-1945 (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2010), 90-114.

22 Bryan S. Turner, “Contemporary Problems in the Theory of Citizenship,” in Citizenship and Social Theory ed.
Bryan S. Turner (London: SAGE Publications, 1993), 2-3.

2 Sonya O. Rose, “Fit to Fight but Not to Vote? Masculinity and Citizenship in Britain, 1832-1918,” in Representing
Masculinity: Male Citizenship in Modern Western Culture eds. Stefan Dudink, Karen Hagemann, and Anna Clark
(New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2007), 132.
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consists of “the whole range from the right to a modicum of economic welfare and security to the
right to share to the full in the social heritage and to live the life of a civilized being according to
the standards prevailing in the society.” Marshall locates the emergence of civil citizenship in the
eighteenth century, political citizenship in the nineteenth century, and social citizenship in the
twentieth century.?* In this essay, he portrays the evolution of citizenship as being “towards a
fuller measure of equality, an enrichment of the stuff of which the status is made and an increase
in the number of those on whom the status is bestowed.”?

Since its initial publication in 1950, scholars have offered critiques of Marshall’s
progressive, evolutionary model of citizenship. Marshall’s description of citizenship, as well as
the strict legal definition of the concept, present citizenship as black and white: one either is or is
not a citizen. Historically, however, individuals and groups have experienced citizenship and its
attendant rights differently according to factors such as their race, class, gender, or religion.
Anyone who deviated from the ideal of white, middle-class, mainstream Christian masculinity
occupied a secondary class of citizenship.?® Even when laws are supposedly free of distinctions
according to race, class, or gender, they are still present in the “informal mechanisms of our

»27 Furthermore, contrary to Marshall’s portrayal of citizenship rights as steadily

political culture.
expanding to become more comprehensive and more inclusive, groups such as women and racial

minorities continue to be barred from the category of citizen or else relegated to a lower status.

2 In feudal society, Marshall states, prior to the emergence of civil citizenship, “there was no uniform collection of
rights and duties with which all men—noble and common, free and serf—were endowed by nature of their
membership in the society. T.H. Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class,” in The Citizenship Debates: A Reader ed.
Gershon Shafir (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1998), 94, 96.

2> Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class,” 102.

% Rogers M. Smith, Civic Ideals: Conflicting Visions of Citizenship in U.S. History (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1997), 1; Linda K. Kerber, “The Meanings of Citizenship” The Journal of American History 84, no. 3 (1997):
836-7; Ursula Vogel, “Marriage and the Boundaries of Citizenship” in The Condition of Citizenship ed. Bart van
Steenbergen (London: SAGE Publications, 1994), 76; Margot Canaday, The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship
in Twentieth-Century America (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009), 8; Brodie, “Three Stories of Canadian
Citizenship,” 53.

2" Vogel, “Marriage and the Boundaries of Citizenship,” p.76.
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Rogers M. Smith states that rather than becoming gradually more democratic and inclusive,
citizenship in the United States has fluctuated “between more consensual and egalitarian and
more ascriptive and inegalitarian arrangements with the long-term trends being products of
contingent politics more than inexorable cultural necessities.” Smith adds that the experiences of
groups such as African Americans demonstrates “that neither the possession nor the fresh
achievement of greater equality can guarantee against later loss of status due to renewed support
for various types of ascriptive hierarchy.”28

Scholars have also challenged Marshall’s portrayal of citizenship rights as falling rigidly
into the progressive categories of civil, political, and social rights. Bryan S. Turner, for example,
argues that “it is not clear that civil and political rights have to come before social rights.”29
Similarly, Nancy Cott contends that the rights Marshall lists under his three categories were not
necessarily granted as a whole, but were instead “unevenly and inconsistently allocated.”*°
Others, meanwhile, have proposed additional categories of citizenship rights such as economic
and cultural citizenship.®

Building on the definition offered by Bryan S. Turner, I define citizenship as the practices
which define a person as a member of a national community and therefore entitled to the set of
rights associated with this status. These rights include the civil, political, and social rights
described by Marshall as well as cultural rights such as the right to practice one’s distinct culture.

Citizenship status is not black and white, however, and the rights of citizenship are not granted

uniformly to all those who are deemed citizens. To qualify as a citizen, a person must fulfil the

2 Smith, Civic Ideals, 9, 471; Canaday, The Straight State, 8; Brodie, “Three Stories of Canadian Citizenship,” 54.
% Turner, “Contemporary Problems in the Theory of Citizenship,” 8.

%0 Nancy F. Cott, “Marriage and Women’s Citizenship in the United States, 1830-1934” The American Historical
Review 103, no. 5 (1998): 1449.

31 Turner, “Contemporary Problems in the Theory of Citizenship,” 7; Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity:
Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20"-Century America (Toronto: Oxford University Press,
2001), 10-4.
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duties of citizenship. These duties include contributing to the nation’s growth and development
(both material and cultural), maintaining the nation’s racial and moral character, and defending
the nation against forces which threaten to destroy or undermine it. The specific emphasis placed
on each of these duties varies according to the context of the period. During times of war, for
example, contributing to the nation’s defence takes precedence over all other duties. The ability
to fulfil one’s duties as a citizen was circumscribed based on factors such as race, ethnicity,
gender, class, religion, sexuality, or political beliefs. Groups such as women; racial, ethnic, and
religious minorities; homosexuals; or communists have historically been regarded a priori as
being incapable of fulfilling the duties of citizenship. As a result, these groups were relegated to a
second-class citizen status or even refused acceptance as citizens altogether. In this dissertation, |
study the practice of citizenship at a local level and the process by which a group, in this case
ethnic Germans, were accepted or rejected as Canadian citizens. To claim a place for Germans as
Canadian citizens, Berlin/Kitchener’s ethnic elite sought to define German ethnicity in such a
way as to demonstrate that Germans fulfilled the duties of Canadian citizenship.

The ethnic elite defining and redefining German ethnicity in Berlin/Kitchener were not a
formally constituted group with a defined membership. Members of the ethnic elite occupied
positions of authority within the community. They were the leaders of cultural organizations,
business owners, politicians, newspaper editors, and professionals. This loose collection of men
was unified by their common understanding of German ethnicity which posited that Germans
were ideal Canadian citizens. Aya Fujiwara argues that for ethnic elites in the twentieth century,
“acquisition of political power in Canadian society was a major goal, but since influential

positions in mainstream society were limited they had to use their ethnic backgrounds to bolster

10
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their positions.” In Berlin/Kitchener, the ethnic elite likewise sought to use their ethnicity to
attain positions of power and prestige in Canada. They recognized, however, that achieving and
maintaining these positions was reliant on demonstrating that Germans were good Canadian
citizens.

Members of the ethnic elite were also unified by their claim to speak on behalf of the
entire German community. Through their positions of authority, the ethnic elite mediated the
contact in boundary zones between the German community and Anglo Canadians. The ethnic
elite controlled the script of public celebrations, wrote editorials about the German community,
and lobbied politicians on behalf of the community. By claiming to represent the entire German
community, the ethnic elite posited that theirs was the only legitimate definition of German
ethnicity. In his study of Macedonian immigrants to Canada, Chris Kostov demonstrates that the
leaders of competing factions within an ethnic group saw attaining recognition from the host
society as vital to gaining legitimacy for their specific version of ethnic identity.*® In
Berlin/Kitchener, the Anglo-Canadian elites who interacted with the ethnic elite acknowledged
the ethnic elite elite’s claim to speak on behalf of the German community and so recognized their
version of German ethnicity as the sole legitimate expression.

| purposely refer to the ethnic elite as a collection of men because, for nearly the entire
period which | study, those who claimed to speak on behalf of the German community were
exclusively men. Their version of German ethnicity portrayed Berlin/Kitchener’s German
community as homogeneous and unified. In reality, Berlin/Kitchener’s German community was

divided according to factors such as class, gender, religion, and even regional identities from the

%2 Aya Fujiwara, Ethnic Elites and Canadian Identity: Japanese, Ukrainians, and Scots, 1919-1971 (Winnipeg:
University of Manitoba Press, 2012), 4.

%3 Chris Kostov, Contested Ethnic Identity: The Case of Macedonian Immigrants in Toronto, 1900-1996 (New York:
Peter Lang, 2010), 4, 276-8.

11
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Old World. To claim exclusive legitimacy for their version of German ethnicity, however, the
ethnic elite sought to downplay any divisions within the community. Furthermore, to seek
inclusion for Germans as Canadian citizens, the ethnic elite sought to suppress any alternate
versions of German ethnicity or group identity which would challenge the class, gender, or racial
status quo in Canada.

In an article on German-speaking Lutherans in Ontario, Benjamin Bryce claims that
religious denomination is central to how ethnic groups define their identity. He argues that in
Ontario, there was not a single, unified German community but that “the very existence of
German-language Lutheran congregations meant that mutually exclusive communities oriented
around denomination rather than ethnic heritage emerged.”34 In Berlin/Kitchener, however, the
ethnic elite almost never made reference to religious denomination in their definition of German
ethnicity. In Berlin/Kitchener’s German community, the largest religious denomination was
Lutheran, followed by Catholic. The rest of the city’s Germans belonged to one of a smattering of
Protestant denominations including Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, Anglicans, and (after
1925) the United Church.®® For the ethnic elite to make religion a cornerstone of their ethnic
identity would thus divide rather than unify the German community. Owing to the sizeable
German Catholic population, even pointing to Protestantism as a shared marker of identity was
problematic. The ethnic elite recognized this and so eschewed discussing religion and opposed
any attempts to stir up religious tensions. An editorial in the first issue of the Berliner Journal in

1859 called for religious tolerance and religious freedom and pledged to keep questions of

3 Benjamin Bryce, “Entangled Communities: Religion and Ethnicity in Ontario and North America, 1880-1930”
Journal of the Canadian Historical Association 23, no. 1 (2012): 205.

% The 1931 census was the first to include a table listing Canada’s population according to racial origin and religion.
For those of German origins in Kitchener (16 345 total), the table listed 7 179 Lutherans, 3 985 Roman Catholics, 1
332 members of the Evangelical Association, 955 United Church, 892 Mennonites, 605 Baptists, 388 Presbyterians,
267 Anglicans, and smaller numbers of various other Christian denominations. Seventh Census of Canada, 1931
Volume IV: Cross Classification, 904-5.

12
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religion out of the newspaper. Notably, the founders of this newspaper John Motz and Friedrich
Rittinger, were themselves Catholic and Lutheran respectively.*

There was another practical reason why religious denomination was not a component of
the ethnic elite’s version of German ethnicity. Religion as the basis for a group identity is inward-
looking and insular, expressed within the place of worship and reinforcing the bonds between
fellow adherents. Ethno-religious denominations, such as the German-speaking Lutherans which
Bryce studies, held services in their own language. This reinforced the walls which separated
these communities from the rest of Canada.®” The ethnic elite’s expression of German ethnicity,
however, was directed outwards to the rest of Canada. The ethnic elite eagerly courted interaction
with the surrounding Anglo-Canadian population to negotiate a place for Germans as Canadian
citizens.

Further complicating the ethnic elite’s efforts to present a homogeneous, unified German
ethnic identity were the Mennonites. The Mennonites are a pacifist Anabaptist sect. Beginning in
the seventeenth century, Mennonites began immigrating to North America to escape religious
persecution in Europe. Although they shared a common language, the Mennonites defined
themselves as distinct from Germans. As Berlin, Ontario grew and urbanized, many Mennonites
moved into the outlying townships which surrounded Berlin to retain their separateness and
continue to practice “the specific Mennonite way of life which was not easily reconciled with

urban values.” For those who remained in Berlin, by the end of the nineteenth century, decades of

% The diaries of local industrialist Louis Jacob Breithaupt (1855-1939) also suggest that the barriers between
religious groups in Berlin/Kitchener’s German community may not have been as rigid as Bryce has claimed.
Breithaupt, whose family belonged to the Evangelical Association, often attended services and lectures in churches
from other denominations. In July, 1878, while travelling in Europe, he even attended a service in a Catholic Church
after finding that there were no other churches in the small town in which he was staying. Lynn Elizabeth
Richardson, “A Facile Pen: John Motz and the Berliner Journal, 1859-1911” (M.A. thesis: University of Waterloo,
1991), 87; University of Waterloo Doris Lewis Rare Book Room (hereafter UW), GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark
Collection, Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 21 April 1867, 3 October 1867, 4 April 1869, 21 July 1878, 2
October 1879, 11 October 1924, 1 January 1926.

%" Bryce, “Entangled Communities,” 204-5.
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intermarriage between Mennonites and Germans, and descendants of Mennonite settlers
converting to mainstream Christian denominations had blurred the lines between the two. While
many of these Mennonites who remained in Berlin came to identify as German in their origins,
they were distinct.®® The ethnic elite appropriated the Mennonites and their history when it suited
their purposes, claiming the Mennonites as Germans. When the inclusion of the Mennonites
threatened the place of Germans as Canadian citizens, however, the ethnic elite portrayed the two
groups as distinct.

There certainly would have been many who objected to the ethnic elite’s version of
German ethnicity. The ethnic elite themselves comprised only a small handful of the German
community’s total population. Members of German cultural organizations or attendees at even
the largest German cultural celebrations in Berlin/Kitchener likewise comprised only a fraction of
the total population.® As well, there is no guarantee that those who joined these cultural
organizations or attended German celebrations would have agreed with or internalized the ethnic
elite’s message. They could take part on a purely social level, ignoring the message the ethnic
elite imparted. They could also attach their own meaning to the German cultural organizations
and celebrations. In her study of the German communities of Waterloo County, Ontario and
Buffalo, New York, for example, Barbara Lorenzkowski argues that the rank-and-file Germans
who attended the 1901 Séangerfest in Buffalo refused to abide by the standards of decorum set by

the ethnic elite. They instead took part in singing and merrymaking in the less formal setting of

% English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 44.

% In 1939 the Concordia Club, the largest German club in Kitchener, claimed 392 members. According to the 1941
census, the number of people of German origins in Kitchener was 17 086. By 1977, the club’s membership had
climbed to 3 000. This figure still represented less than 10 percent of the 31 310 people of German origins in
Kitchener according to the 1981 census. “German Clubs Avow Loyalty,” Daily Record (Kitchener), 21 April 1939;
English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 198, 233.
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the beer gardens, expressing an ethnic identity that reflected their own experiences.* Peoples’
identities are complex and multifaceted. An individual categorized as “German” according to the
census, may have identified more as a worker, a woman, a Catholic, or a Hessian. They may have
articulated their own version of German ethnicity which was shaped by a combination of factors
such as these. They may even have come from a family that had resided in Canada for several
generations and so had ceased to identify as German entirely.

To claim sole legitimacy for their version of German ethnicity, the ethnic elite
downplayed these other factors which shaped peoples’ identities. As a result, the voices of
anyone who objected to the ethnic elite’s version of German ethnicity or expressed their own
version of German ethnicity are muted in the historical record. The ethnic elite refused to permit
or even acknowledge the existence of other groups or voices in its expression of German
ethnicity. German-Canadian workers, for example, were denied a voice in the creation of the elite
version of German ethnicity which posited that German workers were naturally docile and
compliant. From the fragmentary evidence available, however, Berlin/Kitchener’s German
workers do not appear to have articulated their own coherent version of German ethnicity to
counter the ethnic elite’s version. The workers may have selectively accepted or outright rejected
the ethnic elite’s version of German ethnicity. Yet when they gathered, the city’s workers
expressed an identity that was based on class solidarity rather than shared ethnicity.

The ethnic elite’s definition of German ethnicity had a material impact on all German
Canadians, however, regardless of whether or not they accepted it. Whether Canadians saw
Germans as loyal and valuable citizens or as dangerous subversives, for example, influenced

whether Canadians would patronize German-owned businesses, hire German employees, or

“0 Barbara Lorenzkowski, Sounds of Ethnicity: Listening to German North America, 1850-1914 (Winnipeg:
University of Manitoba Press, 2010), 215.
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permit Germans to practice their culture in public. It affected whether the government would
permit further immigration from Germany, and even whether Germans would be protected from
acts of violence or discrimination. Even if a person did not self-identify as “German”, if that
person had a German name or a German accent, Anglo Canadians could view them as belonging
to this group and thus treat them accordingly.*

The ethnic elite’s definition of German ethnicity even had an impact on Germans outside
of Berlin/Kitchener, as the negotiation over the place of Germans as Canadian citizens extended
beyond the borders of the city. From the beginning, the ethnic elite sought to engage with Anglo-
Canadian politicians and luminaries from outside Berlin, not just local notables. Even in the
middle of the nineteenth century, German celebrations in Berlin were covered by newspapers
outside of the town. These newspapers carried the ethnic elite’s message to their far-flung readers
and provided their own commentary on the place of Germans as Canadian citizens. The ethnic
elite were taking part in a national debate over the definition of Canadian citizenship and who it
included. Benjamin Bryce argues, rightly, that Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans should not be seen as
representative of all of Canada’s or Ontario’s Germans.*? For many Anglo Canadians, however, it
was. Berlin/Kitchener’s German community was one of the largest and most well-known German
communities in Canada, with the city self-styled as “Canada’s German Capital”. Many German
cultural organizations which grew to become national in scope were founded in Berlin/Kitchener.
Furthermore, local German celebrations such as the Sangerfeste of the nineteenth century or
especially Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest in the twentieth century became part of the broader

Canadian consciousness to a degree that German celebrations elsewhere did not.

*! During the First World War, even having a vaguely foreign name could brand a person as potentially German and
therefore of suspect loyalty.
*2 Bryce, “Entangled Communities,” 184, 206.
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Berlin/Kitchener’s ethnic elite therefore carried an outsized influence in shaping how Canadians
understood German ethnicity.

The fact that the debate over the place of Germans as Canadian citizens took place at a
national, rather than purely local level, means that even when they comprised more than 70
percent of Berlin/Kitchener’s population, Germans could not act indiscriminately with no regard
for how they were seen in the eyes of Anglo Canadians; local numerical superiority did not
connote cultural hegemony.*® By 1871 when my analysis begins, Berlin was already politically,
economically, and culturally intertwined with the rest of Canada. The members of the ethnic elite,
many of whom were local industrialists, were aware that how Anglo Canadians viewed Germans
had a direct impact on their own fortunes, the German community’s fortunes, and indeed the
entire city’s fortunes.

The aim of this dissertation is to examine how German ethnic identity in
Berlin/Kitchener, Ontario was created and sustained and how and why it evolved over the course
of a century. | posit that the quest for belonging in Canada is the core feature of how ethnic
groups have negotiated their identity, rather than the need to preserve their distinctiveness and
resist assimilation. The leaders of ethnic groups recognized that complete isolation and separation
from the rest of Canada was both undesirable and impossible. Instead of assimilating into Anglo-
Canadian society, however, they sought inclusion on their own terms by making their ethnicity
compatible with Canadian identity. In this dissertation, | will therefore consider the questions:
how did Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans articulate an ethnic identity that rejected conformity with
the rest of Canada and yet still sought acceptance as Canadians? Additionally, were the decades

before the advent of the official policy of multiculturalism uniformly a period which placed a

* According to the 1911 census, 10,633 of Berlin’s residents, or 70% of the city’s population of 15,196, was of
German origins. Fifth Census of Canada, 1911 Volume II, 374.
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premium on Anglo-conformity, or was the definition of a “proper” Canadian citizen sufficiently
flexible to allow Germans a place? | will demonstrate that in defining themselves, ethnic groups
also helped to define what it meant to be Canadian. Historians Ross Fair and Patricia Wood argue
that ethnic groups have traditionally been marginalized in national narratives of Canada’s history
which focus on English and French Canadians.** Studies of ethnic groups which emphasize their
difference from the rest of Canada perpetuate this marginalization. Studying how they claimed
belonging alongside English and French Canadians, however, places ethnic groups at the centre
of Canadian history. Studying the creation and evolution of German ethnicity, | will also pay
attention to divisions and fault lines within the ethnic community. I will ask: How were factors
such as class, gender, and religion implicated in the creation of ethnic identities? Who was
included in the ethnic elite’s definition of German ethnicity and who did this definition exclude?
To answer these questions, | engage with the historiography of immigration and ethnicity
in Canada. Early works studying Canada’s different ethnic groups, published in the 1970s and
early 1980s, reclaim the histories of groups that had previously been ignored but were now in
vogue, in part owing to the acceptance of multiculturalism as the basis for Canada’s identity.
Some, such as the volumes that comprise the Generations Series or Gottlieb Leibbrandt’s history
of the Germans of Waterloo County, were even published using funding from the Federal
Government to promote multiculturalism. These works are celebratory and focus on documenting
“firsts” for the ethnic group and making the ethnic community appear respectable in the eyes of
the rest of Canada. They do not interrogate the formation of ethnic group identity. They instead
treat ethnicity as something brought over wholesale from the Old World and downplay any

divisions within the ethnic group, treating it as a monolithic entity. In their relationship with the

* Fair, ““Theirs was a deeper purpose’,” 683; Patricia K. Wood, Nationalism from the Margins: Italians in Alberta
and British Columbia (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2002), p.18.
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receiving society, the ethnic group is stuck in a struggle between assimilating into Anglo-
Canadian society or resisting and retaining their ethnic identity. In Struggle and Hope, one of the
volumes from the Generations Series, the authors portray Canada’s Hungarian community as
forced to choose between preserving their ethnic culture and identity or assimilation and
modernization. They argue that the ultimate outcome, assimilation, was “gradual but irreversible”
and ultimately preordained.*

By the 1990s, historians had begun to more critically study ethnic groups and ethnic
identity. They began to understand ethnicity as something formed as part of the process of
immigrating and adjustment to life in the New World. Ethnic communities were not transplanted
“fragment[s] of the Old World.” They were influenced by the New World context while drawing
inspiration from the OId.*® John Zucchi, for example, contends that the first wave of Italian
immigrants who came to Toronto identified with their hometowns and regions. Through their
experiences after their arrival which made them feel separate from the rest of Canada they came
to identify as members of a larger ‘Italian’ community.*’ In their 1992 essay “The Invention of
Ethnicity” American historians Kathleen Neils Conzen, David A. Gerber, Ewa Morawska,
George E. Pozzetta, and Rudolph J. Vecoli contend that ethnicity was not just created in the

process of immigration and settlement. Ethnic groups, they contend, “are constantly reinventing

** N. F. Dreiziger, M.L. Kovacs, Paul Body, and Bennett Kovrig, Struggle and Hope: The Hungarian-Canadian
Experience (Toronto: McClelland and Steward, 1982), 68, 186, 224; Gottlieb Leibbrandt, Little Paradise: The Saga
of the German Canadians of Waterloo County, Ontario, 1800-1975, trans. G. K. Weissenborn (Kitchener: Allprint
Company Limited, 1980), vi; Jim Mochoruk and Rhonda L. Hinther, “Introduction,” in Re-imagining Ukrainian
Canadians: History, Politics, and Identity eds. Rhonda L. Hinther and Jim Mochoruk (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2011), 6; Franca lacovetta, “Manly Militants, Cohesive Communities, and Defiant Domestics:
Writing about Immigrants in Canadian Historical Scholarship,” Labour/Le Travail 36 (1995): 238-9.

**Gerald Tulchinsky, Taking Root: The Origins of the Canadian Jewish Community (Toronto: Stoddart, 1997), 5-6.
*" Similarly, studies of the Ukrainian-Canadian community contend that immigrants came to Canada at a time when
the Ukrainian identity in Europe was still being formulated. The process of “Ukrainization” began overseas and
continued in Canada. John E. Zucchi, Italians in Toronto: Development of a National Identity, 1875-1935 (Kingston
and Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1988), 5, 7, 194; Frances Swyripa, Wedded to the Cause:
Ukrainian-Canadian Women and Ethnic Identity, 1891-1991 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1993), 8;
Jaroslav Petryshyn, Peasants in the Promised Land: Canada and the Ukranians, 1891-1914 (Toronto: James
Lorimer and Company, 1985), 88-9 .
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themselves, and ethnicity is continuously being reinvented in response to changing realities both
within the group and the host society.”*® Although these historians agree on the fundamental
premise that ethnicity was “invented” in the process of immigration and settlement, they disagree
on how it was created and by whom. Some portray group identity and cohesion as emerging

spontaneously at a grassroots level.*

Others, however, emphasize the role of ethnic elites in the
formation of ethnic identity. Carmela Patrias, for example, argues that ethnic identity is not
spontaneously formed at a grassroots level and devoid of ideological content. Ethnicity is “an
ideological construct permeated with political content”. Ignoring the role of the elite, she
maintains, negates the influence of ideas in creating ethnic communities.*

Whereas previous studies portrayed ethnic groups as homogeneous, these historians
recognized and studied divisions within ethnic groups. Orest Martynowych, Jaroslav Petryshyn,
and Carmela Patrias examine conflicts among the ethnic elites who were divided by factors such
as religion or politics and expressed competing versions of their ethnic identity.>* Historians such

as Ruth Frager, Varpu Lindstrom, and Franca lacovetta, meanwhile, began to examine how

gender and class were implicated in the formation of ethnic identity.>* In their understanding of

“8 K athleen Neils Conzen, David A. Gerber, Ewa Morawska, George E. Pozzetta, and Rudolph J. Vecoli, “The
Invention of Ethnicity: A Perspective from the U.SA.” Journal of American Ethnic History 12, no. 1 (1992): 4-5.

*9 See, for example Franca lacovetta, Such Hardworking People: Italian Immigrants in Postwar Toronto (Montreal
and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1992); Tulchinsky, Taking Root; Zucchi, Italians in Toronto.

%0 Orest Martynowych argues that Ukrainian immigrants were uneducated and illiterate and so it was up to the
Ukrainian-Canadian intelligentsia to create and sustain a Ukrainian ethnic identity. Carmela Patrias, Patriots and
Proletarians: Politicizing Hungrian Immigrants in Interwar Canada (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s
University Press, 1994), 7-16; Orest T. Martynowych, Ukrainians in Canada: The Formative Period, 1891-1924
(Edmonton: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 1991), xx.

*! patrias, Patriots and Proletarians, 6-7, 14-5; Petryshyn, Peasants in the Promised Land, x, 210-1; Martynowych,
Ukrainians in Canada, xxiii-xxiv.

°2 There were still some such as Jaroslav Petryshyn regarded identification with one’s class, religion, or gender to be
inimical to the formation of ethnic identity. Orest Martynowych even deliberately disregards women, arguing that
they were restricted from the levers of power and so had no influence on community life. Contrarily, the essays from
Looking into My Sister’s Eyes contend that women were vital to the creation and maintenance of ethnic communities
despite being absent from positions of power. Varpu Lindstrom, Defiant Sisters: A Social History of Finnish
Immigrant Women in Canada (Toronto: Multicultural History Society of Ontario, 1988), 3-5; Ruth A. Frager,
Sweatshop Strife: Class, Ethnicity, and Gender in the Jewish Labour Movement of Toronto, 1900-1939 (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1992), 6, 8-9; lacovetta, Such Hardworking People, xxiv-xxvii; Petryshyn, Peasants in
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how ethnic identity was created and their recognition of divisions within ethnic groups, these
historians certainly present a more nuanced understanding of ethnicity than previous scholars. In
their portrayal of the relationship between the ethnic group and the host society, however, these
works still present the process of acculturation as more or less one sided, with only the ethnic
group changing as a result of the process of immigration and settlement.

More recently, historians have characterized the relationship between ethnic groups and
Anglo-Canadian society as one of mutual accommodation and exchange, albeit between unequal
parties. While the Canadian context shaped ethnic group identity, ethnic groups had an impact on
Canada as well. Franca lacovetta, for example, examines the relationship between post-Second
World War immigrants and “gatekeepers” such as government officials, journalists, teachers,
service clubs, and social workers who sought to mould immigrants into good citizens. The
newcomers, she argues, had an active role in shaping Canada’s Cold War culture “even as their
own customs were modified.”® Similarly, Royden Loewen and Gerald Friesen assert that life in
Prairie cities throughout the twentieth century was “distinguished by significant changes in both
host and migrant societies.” In their relationship with Anglo-Canadian society, historians such
as lacovetta, Loewen and Friesen, as well as Aya Fujiwara, Frances Swyripa, and Patricia Wood
contend that ethnic groups articulated their own multicultural version of Canadian identity long
before it became enshrined as an official policy in 1971. These historians locate the origins of a
more organic multicultural identity for Canada emerging from the experiences of ethnic groups as

opposed to a manufactured multiculturalism handed down from above by the state. Fujiwara, for

the Promised Land, 153, 210-1; Martynowych, Ukrainians in Canada, xxv; Jean Burnet, “Introduction,” in Looking
into My Sister’s Eyes: An Exploration in Women’s History ed. Jean Burnet (Toronto: The Multicultural History
Society of Ontario, 1986), 4; Swyripa, Wedded to the Cause, viii, ix, 18-9; lan Radforth, Bushworkers and Bosses:
Logging in Northern Ontario, 1900-1980 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987), 241.

53 Franca lacovetta, Gatekeepers: Reshaping Immigrant Lives in Cold War Canada (Toronto: Between The Lines,
2006), 11-5, 291.

% Loewen and Friesen, Immigrants in Prairie Cities, 3-4.
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example, argues that ethnic elites maintained a multicultural understanding of Canadian identity
before the Second World War. Similarly, Loewen and Friesen state that when Anglo Canadians
finally embraced multiculturalism, “this recognition only acknowledged what migrants and their
children had been expecting since their earliest days in Canada.*

Another recent trend in the historiography of immigration and ethnicity is the adoption of
a transnational framework. Although “Canadian nation building structured immigrants’ lives”,
Alexander Freund argues, their lives were not bounded by Canada’s borders. Barbara
Lorenzkowski states that “ties of family, ethnicity, and religion spanned the border, and border
crossings represented the rule, not the exception.” These historians have thus studied ethnic
groups as part of imagined communities which straddled national borders, particularly those of
Canada and the United States.>® In sharp contrast to the early celebratory histories of ethnic
groups, historians have also begun to examine less proud aspects of the history of ethnic groups
such as support for the Nazis.>” There have been some good works which employ a gendered
analysis of ethnicity. The edited collection Sisters or Strangers? (2004), published as a response
to the earlier collection Looking into My Sister’s Eyes (1986), challenges the characterization of
immigrant and ethnic women as “sisters” and examines difference as well as commonality among

these women.>® In Gatekeepers, Franca lacovetta demonstrates that gender played a crucial role

> |acovetta, Gatekeepers, 14-5, 51, 290-1; Loewen and Friesen, Immigrants in Prairie Cities, 3-4, 7-8; Fujiwara,
Ethnic Elites and Canadian Identity, 3, 15, 18; Frances Swyripa, Storied Landscapes: Ethno-Religious Identity and
the Canadian Prairies (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2010), 7; Wood, Nationalism from the Margins, 3,
18, 98, 134.

% Alexander Freund, “Introduction,” in Beyond the Nation?: Immigrants’ Local Lives in Transnational Cultures ed.
Alexander Freund (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2012), 3-5; Lorenzkowski, Sounds of Ethnicity, 11-2;
Bryce, “Entangled Communities,” 180-2, 204-5.

%" See, for example: Orest T. Martynowych, “Sympathy for the Devil: The Attitude of Ukrainian War Veterans in
Canada to Nazi Germany and the Jews, 1933-1939,” in Re-Imagining Ukrainian Canadians: History, Politics, and
Identity eds. Rhonda L. Hinther and Jim Mochoruk (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2011).

% Marlene Epp, Franca Iacovetta, and Frances Swyripa, “Introduction,” in Sisters or Strangers?: Immigrant, Ethnic,
and Racialized Women in Canadian History eds. Marlene Epp, Franca lacovetta, and Franes Swyripa (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 2004), 4-6.
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in shaping the interaction between Canada’s gatekeepers and male and female immigran‘cs.‘r’9
Studies which incorporate women and gender, however, continue to occupy a marginal place in
the historiography of immigration and ethnicity.®® In particular, there has been very little
discussion of masculinity as it relates to ethnicity; most works continue to focus exclusively on
men as ungendered beings or simply do not ask questions about gender and identity.

This dissertation contributes to this body of literature by examining ethnicity through the
lens of citizenship. The emphasis which recent historians have placed on locating the precursors
of multiculturalism treats the final result as inevitable. Echoing T.H. Marshall, they treat Canada
as becoming progressively more inclusive. The experience of Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans,
however, demonstrates that citizenship, as Nancy Cott states, “can be delivered in varying
degrees of permanence or streng‘[h.”61 In seeking acceptance as Canadian citizens, the city’s
Germans benefitted from several factors such as their status as a white, Northern European race,
and the fact that by the middle of the nineteenth century, Berlin had already become a small but
prospering industrial centre. Even still, the place of Germans as Canadian citizens was always
conditional and never fully settled. Throughout the period under study, Anglo-Canadian critics
contested the ethnic elite’s definition of German ethnicity and challenged the place of Germans
as Canadian citizens. At times, these critics represented only a fringe minority. There were other
times, such as the First World War, when the topic of German-Canadian citizenship was
vigorously debated and Germans’ rights as citizens were challenged. As a result, the ethnic elite
never fully shed their defensive tone and their need to continually assert and re-assert the place of

Germans as Canadian citizens.

% |acovetta, Gatekeepers, 10-1, 19.

% Christiane Harzig argues that this is especially true in German-Canadian studies. Christiane Harzig, “Gender in
German-Canadian Studies: Challenges from across the Borders,” in Beyond the Nation?: Immigrants’ Local Lives in
Transnational Cultures ed. Alexander Freund (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2012), 44.

81 Cott, “Marriage and Women’s Citizenship in the United States,” 1442.
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Citizenship, which Ursula Vogel states is characterized by a ‘“paradoxical nexus of
exclusion and inclusion”, can also help to reveal how factors such as gender, class, race, political
ideology, and religion are implicated in the creation of ethnic identity.%> Women have historically
been excluded from the category of citizen, despite the supposed universality of the concept.
Stefan Dudink, Karen Hagemann, and Anna Clark state that in Western culture, masculinity as a
requirement for citizenship has been “both omnipresent and invisible.” Many men, however, have
also historically found themselves excluded from the category of citizen or relegated to a second-
class status based upon factors such as their race and class.®® In Berlin/Kitchener, the definition of
German ethnicity included the race, class, and gender distinctions inherent in the definition of
Canadian citizenship. The ideal German-Canadian citizen described by the ethnic elite was
inherently male, although this was generally expressed implicitly rather than explicitly. The
ethnic elite seldom discussed German women. When they did, it was to demonstrate that they too
upheld proper gender roles. The archetypal German Canadian adhered to the hegemonic Anglo-
Canadian middle class definition of masculinity. The definition of German ethnicity was
therefore premised upon a hierarchical class structure. The ethnic elite asserted that the city’s
German workers were naturally hard working and compliant, legitimating class inequality as part
of their ethnic identity. The ethnic elite also vehemently opposed communism or any other
radical political or religious doctrine which threatened to challenge the status quo of Canadian
citizenship. Furthermore, prior to the 1950s, the ethnic elite only sought to make room for

Germans alongside those of British origins as Canadian citizens. All other racial or ethnic groups

%2 Vogel, “Marriage and the Boundaries of Citizenship,” p.77.

%3 Stefan Dudink, Karen Hagemann, and Anna Clark, “Editors’ Preface: Historicizing Male Citizenship,” in
Representing Masculinity: Male Citizenship in Modern Western Culture eds. Stefan Dudink, Karen Hagemann, and
Anna Clark (New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2007), ix-xi.
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were excluded from the ethnic elite’s definition of Canadian citizenship.®* It is therefore incorrect
to look to Berlin/Kitchener’s German community to locate the early origins of multiculturalism.
When the ethnic elite eventually did embrace multiculturalism, this was based on a rational, self-
interested determination that it offered the best means to secure their own acceptance as Canadian
citizens. It was not a genuine commitment to ethnic pluralism. Furthermore, distinctions based on
gender, class, and political ideology remained intact.

By studying ethnicity through the lens of citizenship, 1 move beyond discourses on
ethnicity and Canadian identity and highlight the fact that the relationship between an ethnic
group and the host society had material consequences. The ethnic elite’s goal of being accepted
as Canadian citizens brought more than a general sense of belonging. When Berlin/Kitchener’s
Germans were permitted to hold public celebrations or operate their ethnic clubs or, conversely,
when they were denied the right to vote or encountered violence for merely speaking German in
public, they experienced the material consequences of their acceptance or rejection as Canadian
citizens. Notably, Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans could experience both acceptance and exclusion
from the category of citizen in practice even while their legal status as citizens remained
unchanged. Highlighting the material consequences of citizenship also demonstrates that, despite
excellent recent scholarship adopting a transnational perspective, the nation remains a valid and
important framework for studying ethnicity. This is not to deny that Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans
maintained ties of family or friendship that stretched across national borders or that they may
have had more in common with Germans who lived just across the border in the United States

than they did with Germans who settled in Canada’s Prairie Provinces. When the ethnic elite

% Orm @verland similarly depicts the ethnic identity expressed through immigrants’ homemaking myths as being
exclusionary. He states that through their homemaking myths, each immigrant group claimed an exclusive right to
belonging in America alongside Anglo-Americans rather than articulating a pluralistic American identity. @verland
also states that homemaking myths were premised upon the middle class ideals of uplift and the American dream.
Many working-class immigrants therefore rejected the homemaking myths as they did not reflect their experience in
America. @verland, Immigrant Minds, American ldentities, 8-9; 15; 17.
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asserted their entitlement to civil, political, or social rights, however, they did so as Canadian
citizens, not as part of a German diaspora or as members of a German community in the Great
Lakes region.

This dissertation is organized chronologically to examine how the definition of German
ethnicity in Berlin/Kitchener and its relationship to Canadian citizenship evolved over the course
of more than a century. Eric Hobsbawm argues that the invention of traditions has occurred most
frequently during periods of great change or upheaval “when a rapid transformation of society
weakens or destroys the social patterns for which ‘old’ traditions had been designed”.65 The
definition of German ethnicity was in a constant process of contestation, negotiation, and
reformulation. Each chapter break, however, marks a period of more significant change when the
definition of German ethnicity was rendered incompatible with the hegemonic understanding of
Canadian citizenship and so needed to be overhauled to retain a place for Germans as loyal
Canadian citizens. The forces that precipitated these changes could be great events such as the
two World Wars, or more subtle such as changes in Canadians’ attitudes towards race or
Canada’s relationship to Britain.

Chapter One examines how Berlin’s ethnic elite defined ethnicity from 1871 to 1914. It
begins, however, by briefly discussing the decades prior to 1871. When it was first settled
around the start of the nineteenth century, Berlin was the farthest inland settlement in Upper
Canada. It was isolated from the rest of the province and as a result, this German community was
not forced to consider its relationship to the predominantly British province in which it was
situated. In the middle of the nineteenth century, forces such as state formation, industrialization,
and nation building brought the hitherto isolated German population of Berlin into increasing

communion with the rest of Canada, forcing the ethnic elite to consider their relationship to the

% Hobsbawm, “Introduction,” 4-5.
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rest of Canada. Beginning with the local celebration of German unification on May 2, 1871 and
continuing until the First World War, the ethnic elite articulated an identity for Berlin’s German
community that had two major themes which sought to tap into the mainstreams of Canadian
nationalism and thereby claim a place for Germans as Canadian citizens. First, they tried to
reconcile their ethnicity with Canada’s dominant Anglo-conformist identity by arguing that
“German” and “British” were two parts of the same whole. They did so by arguing that the
Teutonic and Anglo-Saxon people were racial cousins and celebrating the ties of marriage that
bound the German and British royal families. Second, Canada was seen at the time as a young
nation, still in the process of being created with potentially limitless possibilities for its future.
The ethnic elite argued that the thrifty, industrious Germans were integral to the process of
building a modern nation in Canada and, as such, were ideal citizens. They pointed to the might
of the German Empire and Berlin, Ontario’s prospering industries as proof of the value of
German citizens.

During the First World War, the city’s Germans had their some of their most basic rights
of citizenship challenged. In a series of contentious elections, over 100 men had their status as
citizens called into question and were removed from the voters’ lists. As well, assaults and acts of
vandalism directed against Germans were blamed on the victims for being “pro-German” and
therefore went unpunished. Historians have generally cited these events as well as the change of
the city’s name from Berlin to Kitchener to argue that the war was a cataclysm which destroyed
the German community and forced Germans to assimilate. In Chapter Two, however, | argue that
the ethnic elite continued to defend the place of Germans as loyal Canadian citizens. The ethnic
elite touted all that German Canadians were doing to support the war effort as this was now the
ultimate measure of citizenship. While British Canadians were coming to the aid of the land of

their ancestors, German Canadians were not motivated by blood, but by higher ideals, namely a
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reverence for the freedom offered by British institutions in Canada. This demonstrated that
Germans were ideal citizens.

Chapter Three demonstrates that the interwar years were marked by a great deal of
continuity with the prewar period rather than change. Despite the upheaval of the First World
War, cultural life in Kitchener continued to have a German inflection. Initially, the ethnic elite
articulated a “safe” version of German ethnicity which focused on the role of the Mennonites in
local history. By the middle of the 1920s, however, they once again proclaimed a distinctively
German ethnic identity. Although the specific content of this ethnic identity was necessarily
different from the prewar years, its central purpose, reconciling the Germans’ distinctiveness with
their claim to be loyal Canadian citizens, remained unchanged. The ethnic elite continued to
assert that Kitchener’s Germans were agents of progress and nation building in Canada. To this,
they added the claim that the city’s Germans had passed the ultimate test of their loyalty as
citizens through their ready and willing service in the First World War.

Chapter Four examines how the ethnic elite responded to the rise of Adolf Hitler, the
Second World War, and its aftermath. Although historians have not acknowledged it, prior to the
Second World War, Kitchener’s ethnic elite were openly supportive of Hitler and the Nazis.
Canadians did not object to the ethnic elite’s support for the Nazis because at the time many
Canadians themselves also sympathized with the Nazis’ anticommunism and antisemitism.
During the war, Kitchener’s Germans’ longstanding status as upstanding citizens meant that
Canadians readily accepted the ethnic elites’ proclamation of loyalty and ignored their previous
support for the Nazis. Kitchener’s Germans did not encounter the violence and discrimination
which they had experienced during the First World War, unlike other groups such as Japanese,
communists, and Jehovah’s Witnesses whose race, politics, and religion strayed too far from the

Anglo-Canadian mainstream.
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The final chapter focuses on the postwar decades when the understanding of Canadian
identity based on Anglo-conformity declined and collapsed and was replaced by a definition of
Canadian identity which celebrated diversity. Beginning in the early 1950s, Kitchener’s Germans
contributed to the formation of Canada’s multicultural identity by articulating a new version of
German ethnicity which celebrated the cultural contributions of Germans—alongside other ethnic
groups—to the Canadian mosaic. The celebration of Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest, which
began in 1969, was the full realization of the multicultural version of German ethnicity rather
than a product of multiculturalism making German ethnicity once again acceptable in the public
sphere.

In its lived experience, ethnicity is seen as timeless and, as Patricia Wood states,
“predetermined” and “immutable”.®® The leaders of ethnic communities appear parochial and
bound by unyielding tradition. Studying Berlin/Kitchener’s German community over the span of
a century, however, reveals ethnicity to be dynamic and ever-changing. Throughout the journey
from Wilhelm to Hans, the ethnic elite exhibited a great deal of sophistication and creativity as
they responded to their changing circumstances in Canada, and interacted with Anglo Canadians

to negotiate a definition of German ethnicity which included Germans as loyal Canadian citizens.

% Wood, Nationalism from the Margins, 9-10.
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Chapter 1: German Blood in Canadian Veins, 1871-1914

In 1905, the town clerk in Berlin, Ontario discovered that Prince Louis of Battenberg,
(who was in Toronto at the time visiting the National Exhibition) came from the Hessen region of
Germany, the place of origin for many of Berlin’s residents. Civic authorities jumped at the
opportunity to invite him to visit.! He personified an identity that many of Berlin’s Germans
claimed, although the Prince’s elevated class set him apart. A member of German nobility, he had
married Queen Victoria’s granddaughter, become a naturalized British subject, and then an
admiral in the Royal Navy.

Amazingly, the Prince accepted the invitation to visit this town of barely 10,000,

»2 During his visit, the

requesting only, “a good German meal with beer instead of champagne.
Prince was taken on a tour which included an obligatory visit to the town’s monument to Kaiser
Wilhelm I. The Prince “reverently doffed his hat,” while the band in the nearby park pavilion
played “Rule Britannia.” Speaking in German, he remarked that when he when he heard there
was a town populated by Germans, he knew he had to visit his “countrymen from the old
fatherland,” particularly since so many were from Hessen. He was happy to see that they, much
like himself, were flourishing under the British flag. He closed by promising to tell his brother,
the Grand Duke of Hessen, about Berlin, Ontario and about the hearty reception he received
there.? The theme of Anglo-German harmony and prosperity displayed in the Prince’s visit and in

his family history demonstrated an (interwoven or complex) ethnic identity that many of Berlin’s

Germans claimed as part of their composite identity as immigrants or descendants of immigrants.

! “Prince Louis of Battenberg,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 23 August 1905.

2 “Prince Louis of Battenberg,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 29 August 1905.

¥ “Prince Louis’ Visit to Berlin,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 31 August 1905; “Prinz Ludwig von Battenberg besucht
Berlin,” Berliner Journal, 6 September 1905.
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Beginning with the local celebration of German unification on May 2, 1871 and
continuing until the First World War, the ethnic elite articulated an identity for Berlin’s German
community that had two major themes. Each tapped into the mainstreams of Canadian
nationalism, and claimed a place for Germans as Canadian citizens. First, the ethnic elite tried to
reconcile its’ ethnicity with Canada’s dominant Anglo-conformist identity by arguing that
“German” and “British” were two parts of the same whole. Second, because Canada was seen at
the time as a young nation, still in the process of creation, the ethnic elite argued that Germans
were agents of peace, progress, and modernity and therefore integral to the process of building a
modern nation in Canada. As such, they were ideal citizens. Both themes relied on a preferential
reading of history (local and European) as well as on pseudo-scientific theories of race to assert
the place of Germans, alongside the British, as charter members of the nascent Canadian nation.
During this period, Anglo Canadians generally accepted the German community’s claims to
Canadian citizenship. This acceptance, however, was active rather than passive. Anglo Canadians
actively supported this portrayal of German ethnic identity and parroted back the rhetoric of the
ethnic elite. Indeed, depictions of German ethnicity in German- and English- language sources
were generally indistinguishable. In their response, then, the Anglo-Canadian population
demonstrated that the definition of a “proper” Canadian at this time could be sufficiently flexible
to allow these Germans a place.

Moving in from the Margins: Berlin Prior to 1871

For the first half of the nineteenth century, Berlin was isolated culturally and linguistically
from the rest of Anglo-Celtic Upper Canada, but also physically, economically, and politically.
With only limited contact with the rest of the province, the Germans were not forced to consider
their own identity as it related to their Anglo-Celtic neighbours. By the middle of the nineteenth

century, forces such as state formation, industrialization, and nation building had brought the
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hitherto isolated German population of Berlin into increasing communion with the rest of
Canada, forcing the ethnic elite to consider its relationship to the rest of Canada as it defined their
group identity. German Canadians were not a pre-constituted group. German ethnic identity was
formulated through their encounters with Canada’s predominantly Anglo-Celtic population.

When it was first settled, Berlin was the farthest inland settlement in Upper Canada and
was physically removed from the rest of the province.* Nearby Guelph was not founded until
1826, more than two decades after the first Mennonites had arrived in Berlin.® The Grand River,
on whose banks Berlin is situated, was not navigable above Brantford rendering Berlin
inaccessible by water. Additionally, crossing the river could only be accomplished in a handful of
locations and the first bridge was not built until 1820. There were also few roads to connect
Berlin to the major centres of the province, the nearest of which, Dundas, was thirty miles away.
Those roads that did exist were treacherous and, at times, impassable.®

The manner by which Waterloo Township and Berlin were surveyed attests to its isolation
from the rest of Upper Canada. In 1805, a group of Mennonites from Pennsylvania formed a
company and purchased from merchant and land speculator Richard Beasley 60,000 acres of
unsurveyed land which became Waterloo Township. Surveyors, who John Weaver describes as
“forward agents of capitalism and the state,” had not yet penetrated this far inland.” Unlike the
rest of the province, this tract also had no loyalist land grants and no clergy or crown reserves.®
When the land was surveyed by the Mennonites, it did not follow the single front system used for

much of the rest of the province, but instead was divided into equal sized lots which were

* John English and Kenneth McLaughlin, Kitchener: An Illustrated History (Toronto: Robin Brass Studio, 1983), 17
® English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 21.

® Elizabeth Anne Haldane, “The Historical Geography of Waterloo Township, 1800-1855” (MA thesis, McMaster
University, 1963), 27-28; 108-109; English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 21.

7 John C. Weaver, The Great Land Rush and the Making of the Modern World, 1650-1900 (Montreal: McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 2003), 226.

® English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 19-20.
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distributed to the company shareholders by lottery. The survey also made no allowances for
roads. The Great Road (later King Street), which became the axis along which Berlin developed,
was built to connect the first lots that were settled and did not follow the surveyed boundaries or
geographic features of the area.® The lack of allowances for roads as well as the unusually large
size of the lots meant that once settlement began, the actual boundaries of lots strayed from those
initially outlined.®® The survey therefore had a lasting impact on the pattern of settlement,
distinguishing Berlin from the rest of the province. In 1881, one observer described the layout of
Berlin as, “a system of the most regular irregularity,” which required any visitors to use a map
when touring the town.™

There was initially little other evidence of the state’s authority in Berlin. Even after the
Township of Waterloo was formed in 1816, there was no township office so landowners had to
organize their own town meetings to take care of public business.** The German settlers,
however, did not wish to remain separate from the rest of the province. Rather, they took an
active interest in public affairs and encouraged the expansion of the state. Berlin was given a post
office and justice of the peace in 1838 after lobbying by Heinrich Wilhelm Peterson, founder and
editor of Berlin’s first newspaper, the German-language Canada Museum und Allgemeine
Zeitung.® Peterson also pushed for Berlin to be named the “district town” in the political

reorganization of the province. In 1852, Berlin outmanoeuvred the larger town of Galt to be

® The poor quality roads were the central feature of Robert Gourlay’s report on Waterloo Township in his Statistical
Account of Upper Canada. Elizabeth Bloomfield, “City-Building Processes in Berlin/Kitchener and Waterloo, 1870-
1930” (Ph.D. diss: University of Guelph, 1981), 340-341; Elizabeth Bloomfield with Linda Foster and L.W.
Laliberté, “The Waterloo Township Cadastre in 1861: ‘A System of the Most Regular Irregularity,”” (University of
Guelph: Occasional Papers in Geography No. 21, 1994), 5-7; Haldane, Historical Geography, 35-37; 55-56; Robert
Gourlay, Statistical Account of Upper Canada (New York: Johnson Reprint Corporation, 1966 first published 1822),
382.

19 Bloomfield with Foster and Laliberté, “The Waterloo Township Cadastre,” 9.

1 Bloomfield with Foster and Laliberté, “The Waterloo Township Cadastre,” 1.

12 Gottlieb Leibbrandt, Little Paradise: The Saga of the German Canadians of Waterloo County, Ontario, 1800-1975
trans. G.K. Weissenborn (Kitchener: Allprint Company Limited, 1980),35.

3 Herbert Karl Kalbfleisch, The History of the Pioneer German Language Press of Ontario, 1835-1918 (Toronto:
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33



Ph.D. Thesis — M.N. Coschi; McMaster University — History

named the seat of the newly created Waterloo County.™* German language newspapers, such as
the Canada Museum, also sought to integrate Berlin and Waterloo Township into Upper Canada
by acquainting residents with the social and political conditions in their adopted homeland. While
still providing news and literature from their homeland, newspapers encouraged readers to
become naturalized British subjects and informed them of their rights in British North America.™

The position of county seat brought to Berlin a court house and a branch of the Bank of
Upper Canada, along with many English-speaking professionals and, for the first time, English-
language newspapers.'® The influx of some non-German speaking immigrants and expansion of
the authority of the state helped to bring Berlin into closer communion with the rest of Upper
Canada. Nevertheless, by the start of the First World War, roughly seventy percent of Berlin’s
population still identified as being of German origins.*’

Owing to the town’s new prestige, in 1856 the Grand Trunk Railway decided to extend its
line from Toronto to Berlin.'® The arrival of rail ended Berlin’s isolation from the rest of the
province. Earlier, Berlin’s newspapers keenly discussed the benefits that would accrue to the
town from the opening of trade and communications with the rest of the province.'® Once the line
was opened, Berlin’s residents visited and explored the rest of the province. Newspapers such as
the Toronto Globe began reporting on the satisfactory progress they witnessed in Berlin.?® Local
newspapers reprinted the glowing praise Berlin received from outsiders. The Berlin Chronicle

stated “whatever other advantages the railway may have conferred upon us, it has at least drawn

 English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 26-28.
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public attention to the town, and induced strangers to come among us.”?' The enthusiastic
response of the people who participated in the excursions, and the tone of the newspaper articles
which recorded them, convey how revolutionary was the advent of rail for Berlin. Suzanne Zeller
argues that advances in science and technology such as railways and telegraphs made the idea of
creating a nationality in such a large territory as British North America seem feasible.?? Railways
overcame the geographic obstacles which had hitherto separated Berlin from the rest of Upper
Canada. Outsiders who embarked on railway excursions to Waterloo found that, although the
people they met had a different language and culture, they were no longer strangers.

By mid-century, Berlin was becoming a small but significant industrial centre, facilitated
by the new rail line as well as the arrival of steam power in 1846.2 As Berlin became
economically integrated with the rest of the province, its predominantly German businessmen
forged connections with their largely Anglo-Celtic counterparts in the surrounding towns and
cities. In his diary, a young Louis Jacob Breithaupt, the son of a German-born tannery owner,
frequently made note of his father’s business trips which took him all over Upper
Canada/Ontario. Later, after the business had grown and he had taken over, Louis Jacob’s
business trips would take him across Canada, the United States, and even to Europe,
demonstrating the increasingly wider circles of Berlin’s German businessmen.?*

Berlin’s Germans enthusiastically celebrated Canada’s confederation in 1867. Members

of the ethnic elite were part of the organizing committee for the festivities on July 1 which they

2 “Berlin,” Berlin Chronicle and Provincial Reformers’ Gazette, 30 July 1856; Berlin Chronicle and Provincial
Reformers’ Gazette, 13 August 1856.

22 Suzanne Zeller, Inventing Canada: Early Victorian Science and the Idea of a Transcontinental Nation (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1987), 8.

2 English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 37-38.
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Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 23 May 1867, 23 August 1867, 2 May 1910.
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referred to as “our national celebration.”® The Berliner Journal optimistically described the
celebration as “the inauguration of the new empire.”*® Through their eager participation in this
event which toasted the Queen and the Prince of Wales, the Germans claimed membership in this
new nation. They had yet, however, to reconcile their German identity with Canada’s British
identity.

Improvements in communications and transportation, the growth of the state, and the
embrace of industrial capitalism made it possible for Berlin’s Germans to feel part of Canada.
Discussing the role of the Trans-Canada Telephone System in the creation of Canadian
nationalism, however, Robert MacDougall cautions that communications technology cannot
create a shared sense of identity because “how Canadians can talk to one another is only the first
question; the question of greater import is what they might say.”’ Similarly, what remained for
Berlin’s Germans was to figure out how they belonged in Canada.

Creating a German-Canadian Community: The Peace Festival of 1871

German unification provided a locus around which Berlin’s ethnic elite could formulate
its identity and assert its members’ status as Canadian citizens. In his diary, Louis Jacob
Breithaupt enthusiastically recorded the events of the Peace Festival of 1871 in Berlin, Ontario,
which celebrated German unification and the end of the Franco-Prussian War. The day, declared
a public holiday, began at 6:00am with the firing of cannons, followed by services in the German
churches. Citizens then gathered at the railway station to greet visitors from out of town and from
there moved in a procession to the courthouse where an oak tree was planted and speeches were

delivered. In the afternoon, they gathered at the marketplace for more speeches and amusements

% “Feier des 1. Juli,” Berliner Journal 20 June 1867, 2; “Grop Feier unseres National Festes,” Berliner Journal 27
June 1867, 4.

%6 «Der erste Juli,” Berliner Journal 27 June 1867, 2.

2 Robert MacDougall, “The All-Red Dream: Technological Nationalism and the Trans-Canada Telephone System,”
in Canadas of the Mind: Making and Unmaking of Canadian Nationalisms in the Twentieth Century eds. Norman
Hillmer and Adam Chapnick (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2007), 59.
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while the highlight of the evening was a torchlight procession from the drill shed to the
courthouse for fireworks, singing, speeches, and the unveiling of a portrait of Germania.”®

In some quarters, nearly every home and business was decorated with flags and banners
for the occasion. Although this was ostensibly a festival to celebrate German unification, patriotic
German, British, and Canadian symbols mingled freely during the celebration. The Union Jack
and the Dominion Standard adorned the town, along with the flag of the North German
Confederacy, which became the flag of the German Empire. This comingling of German, British,
and Canadian patriotic symbols suggested their compatibility. One resident, Mr. Knell, made the
message even more explicit, hanging the German, British, and Swiss flags above his home with
an accompanying banner which read, “We want to be one united people of brothers.” The
participants made it clear that they were celebrating, not as Germans, but as Canadians of
German ancestry.”® Furthermore, while the unveiling of Germania was accompanied by the
singing of “Die Wacht am Rhein” and “Deutschland Uber Alles,” the proceedings closed
faithfully and dutifully with “God Save the Queen.”*°

Historians studying public spectacles have highlighted the importance of analyzing the
spaces in which they take place. Public spaces were a contested terrain with the right to access
them for the purpose of self-representation being unevenly distributed among social groups.
Susan G. Dauvis states that in nineteenth-century Philadelphia, the right to public celebration was
restricted to those who met the criteria for citizenship, namely white men. Others who sought

access to public spaces for these purposes put themselves in physical or symbolic danger.®! For

8 UW, GAZ24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 2 May 1871.
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their Peace Festival, the Germans were granted access to Berlin’s public spaces; this right was
not contested, physically or symbolically. After the festival, the Ontario press reacted with
unanimous praise, calling the celebration one of the greatest ever held in Canada. In the eyes of
the Ontario press, it was the Germans’ qualities that supposedly made them good citizens which
authorized them to access these public spaces. The Dundas Banner, for example, stated that since
the Germans were frugal and industrious, it was fine for them to kick back and celebrate from
time to time.

The specific spaces the Germans occupied were particularly important. The Peace
Festival was held in spaces such as the marketplace which were focal points of urban life. The
drill shed and the courthouse, where the celebrants planted an oak tree (a German heraldic
symbol) were local representations of the power of the state. The railway station, meanwhile,
served as the gateway to the city for visitors. For important visitors such as politicians or royalty,
their only interaction with the town occurred at the railway station. By claiming these spaces
which were central to public life in Berlin, the Germans were claiming membership in the
mainstream of Canadian society. Being granted access to these specific spaces demonstrates the
negotiation which took place in this celebration and the acceptance of ethnic Germans as

Canadians.®
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It is also important to note who led the Peace Festival, and thus spoke on behalf of the
German community. In this boundary zone, contact between the German community and the rest
of Canada was mediated by the ethnic elite, comprised of German industrialists, professionals,
politicians, and clergymen.®* They controlled the message of this celebration, presented a
respectable face for their community, and suppressed any alternate visions of German identity
which might threaten their acceptance in Canada. Negotiations of German ethnic identity,
therefore, contained several telling silences as the ethnic elite denied certain groups a voice or
chose to speak for them. In 1870, there were tensions and even fistfights in Waterloo County
between Germans from Alsace and Lorraine and those from other German states, forcing the
Berliner Journal to plead for order and calm.*> Speeches and banners at the Peace Festival,
however, welcomed Alsace and Lorraine to the German Empire and discounted the possibility of
any lingering regional animosity.*® Although Germany itself was riven by regional (and other)
divisions even after unification, the Peace Festival presented the local German community as
united in celebration.

In his study of St. Patrick’s Day parades in Toronto Michael Cottrell argues that parades
were used by Irish Catholics to “publicize their distinctiveness.” They were halted in 1871 when
the Irish Catholics sought to assimilate into Canada and the parades proved a barrier to that
goal.¥” Similarly, Craig Heron and Steve Penfold argue that Labour Day parades were meant to
emphasize the exclusivity of unions and so outsiders could only watch, not participate.*® By

contrast, non-Germans were involved in the planning and execution of the Peace Festival, albeit
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in a subordinate role. This participation was something that the ethnic elite actively encouraged.
Prior to the festival, Berlin’s English-speaking residents organized a committee to liaise with the
main fest committee and also petition the town council to donate two hundred dollars from the

town finances to the festival.*

The Peace Festival’s organizers also invited a delegation of
Berlin’s English-speaking residents to address the crowd during the event.*® Additionally, several
members of the provincial and federal legislatures were invited to speak at the occasion. By
inviting representatives of the Anglo-Canadian mainstream, the ethnic elite claimed membership
in it, rather than distinctiveness from it. By agreeing to participate and in their speeches echoing
the rhetoric of the ethnic elite, the representatives of the Anglo-Canadian mainstream signalled
their acceptance of the Germans.

The speeches, both those given by the ethnic elite and the Anglo Canadians, shared
several common themes. Speakers lauded the unification of Germany as a step forward for the
cause of peace and civilization. Turning to Canada, they praised German immigrants for their
positive qualities and the ties that bound the German and British people, both of which justified
the German community’s claim to be partners with the British in constructing a great nation in
Canada. At the planting of the oak tree, school trustee Otto Klotz spoke of the virtues the tree
represented. Before the time of Christ, Klotz said, the ancient Germans held meetings under oak
trees. Klotz claimed that these meetings were the origins of parliamentary life and so the ideas of
freedom and individual rights were thus born in the forests of Germany. Klotz maintained that

this was an indisputable fact which even non-German historians agreed upon. Canada therefore

had Germany to thank for its enlightened system of government. Furthermore, as heirs to this
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noble tradition, German immigrants were ideal citizens who would safeguard its tenets in
Canada. The oak tree, then, was a reminder to the Germans of Waterloo County to emulate in
Canada the virtues of their forefathers.** Charles Magill, the M.P. for Hamilton, stated that he
was glad to see so many Germans who were British subjects. The good qualities Germans had
demonstrated in the fatherland had survived the trip across the Atlantic and he knew they could
be counted on to defend what was right in Canada. Not only did the German and British people
share common ideals, both Magill and Isaac Buchanan, former member of the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada for Toronto, pointed out that the British royal family was of
German descent.*> The address on behalf of Berlin’s English-speaking population claimed that
the German and British people were united in their “reverence for truth, morality, and religion,
the observance of law and order, and respect for constituted authority.” Gazing hopefully towards
the future, the address closed, stating that together, they were building a “Great Canadian
Nationality,” laying “a foundation similar to that upon which now stands the powerful and united
Empire of Germany.” The only rivalry that would exist between the two would be in displaying
the “truest patriotism, [and] the most elevated political and social virtues.”*

The Peace Festival was a foundational moment for Berlin’s Germans. Prior to the festival,
ethnic associations in Berlin, which attempted to forge community cohesion, were small and
sporadically supported.** A Turnverein or gymnastics association, for example, was founded in
Berlin in 1855; however it had folded by 1857. A new Verein was founded in 1858, but, like its

counterparts in Preston, New Hamburg, and Waterloo, it was always on shaky footing. After an

aborted attempt to form a national Turnerbund in 1857, the Berlin Turnverein, along with those

* “Das Friedensfest,” Berliner Journal, 11 May 1871.

*2 «“The German Peace Festival,” Globe (Toronto), 3 May 1871, 4.

4 KPL, MC 15, W.H.E. Schmalz Collection, MC.15.1a, “German Peace Festival 1871, Address of the English
Deputation to the Managing Committee.”

* Leibbrandt, Little Paradise, 127-128.
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from Waterloo and Toronto created a “national” association in 1861. It too fell apart sometime in
1864-5 and by 1870 the individual Vereine had collapsed for a shortage of members.”®> By
contrast, the years immediately following the Peace Festival witnessed a flowering of German
cultural institutions. In 1872, the German-language newspapers of Ontario formed a Deutsch-
Canadischer Pressverein (German-Canadian Press Association) to lobby for the interests of
German Canadians to the provincial and federal governments.*® In 1873, a group of Germans in
Berlin founded the Concordia Singing Society. The club soon expanded beyond its original
mandate as a choir to promote the German language, culture, and traditions.*” By 1874, the
society had grown to the point that its members were able to procure their own quarters. The
grand opening of the Concordia Hall was so well attended, even by representatives of the
English-speaking population, that the facility was unable to hold everyone.*® In 1873, German
singing societies across southern Ontario came together to form the Deutsch-Canadischer
Sangerbund (German-Canadian Choir Federation). Under its aegis, Berlin and neighbouring
Waterloo played host to eight Sangerfeste (singing festivals) over the next forty years drawing in
singing societies from across the Great Lakes region, including the United States.*® The inaugural
event was hosted by Waterloo in 1874 followed by Berlin in 1875.

The Peace Festival thus helped Berlin’s Germans coalesce as a community. It also
provided the template for the ethnic elite’s claims to Canadian citizenship over the next four
decades through its emphasis on the supposed inherent characteristics of the German people, the

bonds between Germany and Britain, and the role of Germans as nation builders in Canada.

** Wendy Gray, “The Origin and Evolution of the German-Canadian Turnverein Movement, Waterloo County,
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Subsequent ethnic celebrations, such as the Sangerfeste, also employed patriotic German and
British/Canadian symbols and traditions in chorus to convey their harmony. Although the bulk of
the songs sung during the Sangerfeste were German selections, there was also room for patriotic
British numbers. The program for the 1886 Sangerfest, for example, included a group of three
hundred children singing “Red, White and Blue,” while each waved a small Union Jack.®® These
ethnic celebrations also occupied public spaces in Berlin and courted the involvement of non-
Germans. To reach out to the non-German community, organizers of the 1875 Séngerfest printed
programs in English to go along with those in German. As well, the festival included a mass
meeting at Market Square to which Berlin’s town council and citizens were all invited.”* The
right of the German community to self-representation extended beyond events that were
primarily “ethnic” in nature. The German community was prominent in civic celebrations such as
Berlin’s attainment of cityhood status in 1912, as well as in greeting distinguished visitors to
Berlin, such as Canada’s Governors General. These ethnic and civic celebrations along with
booster literature, newspaper debates, and different apparatuses of the state such as schools were
the boundary zones where Berlin’s Germans and the Anglo-Canadian population negotiated their
respective identities and the place of Germans as Canadian citizens.
Two Parts of the Same Whole: Making German and British/Canadian Compatible
Historians have characterized the decades prior to the First World War as a period that
emphasized Anglo-conformity as necessary for acceptance in the mainstream of English-
Canadian society.”> Howard Palmer, for example, states that Anglo-Saxons were regarded as the

pinnacle, and all other groups were judged based on how far they strayed from this ideal. After

0 «“Das Singerfest,” Berliner Journal, 19 August 1886.
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immigrants from Britain, those from Northern and Western Europe, especially Germans and
Scandinavians, were considered to be the most desirable. They allegedly possessed inherent
racial qualities which were “the basis of civilization.” Immigrants from Southern and Eastern
Europe, followed by Jews, Asians, and blacks were seen as undesirable. They were, by virtue of
their race, allegedly lacking self-control, unsuited to dealing with “free institutions,” and
therefore unassimilable.*

Instead of challenging Canada’s Anglo-conformity, the ethnic elite sought to incorporate
Germans into the mainstream, arguing that “German” and “British” were two parts of the same
whole. This argument was aided by the fact that Germans already occupied a favourable position
near the British at the top of the racial hierarchy. Carl Berger argues that during this period,
Canadian imperialism, which sought closer ties with the British Empire, was one version of
Canadian nationalism, one which relied upon “a certain understanding of history, the national
character, and the national mission.”®* The ethnic elite articulated its own version of Canadian
imperialism which utilized an understanding of history and race that venerated the German and
British Empires side by side as partners.

Berlin’s Germans began celebrating the Kaiser’s birthday as early as the 1880s. This
annual celebration took place on the premises of the Concordia Club rather than in a public space.
These were not insular ethnic celebrations. Every year the Kaiser’s birthday was an “open
evening” and as at the Peace Festival, non-Germans were invited to observe and participate. The

proceedings typically began with a toast to the British monarch and the singing of the British
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national anthem, followed by toasts and songs in honour of the Kaiser. Appraising the 1911
celebration, the News Record reported that the hearty three cheers for King George left no doubt
regarding the loyalties of the town’s Germans.™

In 1894, Berlin’s Germans constructed a German village in the town skating rink. This
village was the setting for a Kirmes, or traditional German village fair, held as a fundraiser for St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church. This “typical” German village contained a kaffee garten, candy booth,
spinning room, court house, and town hall. The men and women who staffed these booths were
dressed in folk costumes. Visitors were entertained by recreations of village rituals as well as the
performance of military drills.*® Although the organizers maintained that their village and fair
were “authentic,” down to the smallest details, they contained several incongruent elements
which belied this claim and demonstrated their vision of what it meant to be a German in Canada.
The folk costumes worn by the Kirmes’ participants were intentionally drawn from several of the
regions of Germany, condensing the entire nation into a single village.”” As at the Peace Festival,
this portrayed Berlin’s German community as unified and free from a divisive provincial
mindset. Not only did people from all regions of Germany coexist harmoniously in this village,
so too did the concepts of “German” and “Canadian.” Describing this “German” village, the
Berlin Daily Record observed that Canadian bunting hung over many of the booths. Additionally,
the German flag that flew above the court house was accompanied by a Canadian flag.®®
Furthermore, while the men who led the youthful “grenadiers” in drill were identified as former

soldiers of the German army, the flag they paraded under on this occasion was Canadian.*®

% “The Emperor’s Birthday,” Berlin News Record, 27 January 1911.
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The program for the Kirmes was printed in both German and English with the goal that it
would attract not only German visitors who would be reminded of their childhood days in the
fatherland, but non-Germans as well. Prior to the event, organizers sent out invitations to
prominent men across the country.®® Although most were unable to attend, many made financial
contributions, including the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Airey Kirkpatrick; George E.
Foster, the Canadian Minister of Finance; the Minister of the Interior, Thomas Daly; the Premier
of Ontario, Sir Oliver Mowat; and the Minister of Education, George Ross.”* Attracting an
estimated crowd of 3,000 on this first day alone, the Kirmes proved so successful that another one
was held two years later. It was much the same as before, however, notably, this time organizers
billed it as a “great German-Canadian celebration.”®?

German and British/Canadian symbols mingled in civic as well as ethnic celebrations.
Reviewing the Victoria Day festivities in 1895, the Berlin Daily Record reported that “no other
town in Canada hangs out such a varied lot of bunting on the 24™ but the citizens are as loyal as
any.”® When Prime Minister John Thompson visited Berlin in 1893, a banner reading
“Wilkommen,” surrounded by two Union Jacks hung in the skating rink where he spoke.64 For
the visit of Wilfrid Laurier in 1908, the decorations included a British flag flanked by the French
and German flags, a rare instance where French Canadians were recognized as having a claim to
citizenship equal to British and German Canadians.®®

The ethnic elite also pointed to the ties of marriage that bound the British and German

monarchies as evidence of the special bond between Britain and Germany. Furthermore, the
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ethnic elite held the fact that the House of Hanover which ruled Britain was a German dynasty as
proof that one could be a proud German and still a loyal Canadian citizen and British subject.
This of course ignored the fact that the British royal family was linked by marriage to several of
Europe’s monarchies. Prior to the visit of the Governor General the Marquis of Lorne in 1879,
the Berlin Daily News suggested that Mayor Louis Breithaupt, father of Louis Jacob, should be
knighted. This was particularly appropriate, the Daily News maintained, because Breithaupt was
not only an example of the success one could achieve in Canada with just a bit of hard work, but
he was also of the same race as the Queen and her daughter Louise, the wife of the Marquis.®®
During the 1890s, at the same time that British imperialism in Canada was becoming
increasingly popular, reverence for the German Empire in Berlin was reaching its peak.” As part
of the festivities at the 1897 Sangerfest, the organizers decided to erect a bust of Kaiser Wilhelm

1.°8 As during the Peace

I in Berlin’s Victoria Park to commemorate the Peace Festival of 187
Festival, Berlin was decorated with British and German flags and colours.®® In a moment
symbolic of the place Berlin’s Germans claimed for themselves in Canada, the unveiling
ceremony commenced with the singing of the song “Heil Die Mein Vaterland,” which was played
to the tune of “God Save the Queen.” Speeches, delivered in both German and English, all
proclaimed that although the Germans revered their fatherland, they were still loyal Canadians.

John Motz, president of the monument committee and editor of the Berliner Journal, even

claimed that maintaining the traditions of the land of one’s forefathers was a prerequisite for
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being a good Canadian citizen. Accepting the monument on behalf of the park board, Louis Jacob
Breithaupt called for another monument to be erected, to Queen Victoria. This would be fitting
since the two were not only related but represented “the two greatest personages and Sovereigns
of the nineteenth century.””® The Berliner Journal agreed that a statue of Queen Victoria would
be an “appropriate counterpart” and suggested in place of the medallions depicting Otto von
Bismarck and Helmuth von Moltke which adorned the base of the Kaiser’s bust, ones bearing the
likeness of Sir John A. Macdonald and Alexander Mackenzie, Canada’s first two prime ministers,
thus creating a pantheon for the greatest leaders in Canadian, British, and German history."

In 1911, Berlin finally erected the long-awaited monument to Queen Victoria.”? Speeches
during the ceremony centred on the special relationship between Germany and Britain. Dr. H.G.
Lackner, at that time M.P.P. for Waterloo North, noted with pleasure that Kaiser Wilhelm 1l had
been the guest of honour at the recent unveiling of a statue of the Queen in front of Buckingham
Palace. He then pointed to the nearby bust of the Kaiser’s late grandfather and stated that it was
appropriate to have statues to these two great monarchs since they had both done more than
anyone else to make their respective empires great. William Lyon Mackenzie King then praised
Queen Victoria as “the sovereign who unites in a common ancestry the rulers of the British and
German empires.”"

To reinforce the compatibility of “British” and “German,” the ethnic elite employed an
understanding of history which portrayed the British and German people as longstanding allies.

Their relationship was therefore more than matrimonial. As allies, the two empires allegedly
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L “Das Singerfest,” Berliner Journal, 19 August 1897.

"2 The statue was built after years of fundraising by the local chapter of the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire.
rych mills, Victoria Park: 100 Years of a Park and Its People (Kitchener: Twin City Dwyer Publishing Co. Ltd.,
1996), 24-25.

73 “Earl Grey Delivers Eloquent Address at Unveiling Yesterday,” Berlin News Record, 30 May 1911; “Eloquent and
Patriotic Addresses Delivered at the Unveiling,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 30 May 1911.

48



Ph.D. Thesis — M.N. Coschi; McMaster University — History

shared common goals and ideals. The annual celebrations of the Kaiser’s birthday frequently
dwelt on the historic ties between Germany and Britain. The 1911 celebration began, as always,
with a toast to the British monarch. Emphasizing the theme of fraternity between Britain and
Germany, the choir then sang a song titled, “Brothers Reach Your Hands Together,” and Mayor
William Henry Schmalz delivered a speech on the relationship between the two empires.”

The ethnic elite held the Napoleonic Wars, in particular, as a time when Germany and
Britain stood side by side, despite the fact that these events predated German unification by
several decades. In October 1905, Louis Jacob Breithaupt spoke on behalf of Berlin’s Germans
during the town’s celebration of the hundredth anniversary of the battle of Trafalgar. After
discussing the heroic role of Nelson at the battle which made Britain master of the sea, he turned
to the battle of Waterloo nearly ten years later where Britain and its German allies stood together
to defeat Napoleon and secure peace in Europe.”” William Lyon Mackenzie King said at the
unveiling of the Victoria statue in 1911 that the name of Waterloo County, “bespeaks of the
deeds jointly wrought by German and British alliance,” and showed the industry and prosperity
that could be accomplished by a union of the two peoples.”

This simplified version of history glossed over any unwanted complications such as that
provided by the Spetz family of Waterloo County. Prior to immigrating to Waterloo County,
Theobald Spetz | had actually served under Napoleon, rather than against him.”” Depictions of
the ties between Germany and Britain likewise ignored Berlin and Waterloo County’s sizeable

German Catholic population (which included the Spetz family). At the 1894 Kirmes, A.O.
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Howland, member of provincial parliament from Toronto, identified Protestantism as a bond that
unified the British and Germans. He declared that “the name of Luther is dear to Protestants
everywhere.””® This was therefore a privileged interpretation of history which excluded anyone
and anything that could jeopardize the German community’s claim to Canadian citizenship.

The British and German people, however, were bound by ties which ran deeper than their
royal families, a fabricated shared history, and problematic religious connections. Contemporary
theories of race posited that the Anglo-Saxons and Teutons were racial cousins. In his speech at
the Kirmes in 1894, A.O. Howland described the relationship between the German and British
people using familial/biological terms. Howland told the patrons of the German “village” that
Canada’s English-speaking citizens, while loyal to their “Motherland,” maintained an abiding
respect for the “Fatherland.” Such a feeling was only natural, he said, “since the two great nations
spring from a common origin.” In this metaphor, Howland posited that Canada was the racial
offspring of these two great nations. Continuing his biological metaphor, he stated that Berlin’s
residents had “German blood in Canadian veins.”’® The ties that bound the German and British
people thus ran much deeper than historic alliances and royal marriages; they were biological,
timeless. In some instances, the German and British people were even said to form a single race.
At the unveiling of the statue of Queen Victoria in Berlin in 1911, the Earl Grey stated that the
presence of the German Kaiser at the recent unveiling of a statue of Queen Victoria in London,
England, showed, “the strength and community of the ideals which bind together the whole
Anglo-Teuton race.”®
As the Earl Grey noted, the Anglo-Saxons and Teutons, at the pinnacle of the hierarchy of

races, shared a set of values as well as a common mission to be the vanguard of civilization. At
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the Berlin Board of Trade banquet in 1899, guest speaker A.B. Powell prophesized that the day
was coming when the Teutonic and Anglo-Saxon races would join together in spreading the
gospel and leading civilization. He even placed them above the French and Italians, two other
European races, whom he claimed had turned their backs on God.®! When Queen Victoria died in
1901, churches across Berlin held special services of mourning. Zion Evangelical Church even
held two, one in German, another in English. During the service at St. John’s Lutheran, the
preacher praised the Kaiser for rushing to England to grieve with “the sons and daughters of
Hanover.” This “noble act,” demonstrated that “Teuton and Saxon, German and British [were]
united for the weal of all mankind.”®

Maintaining the apparent compatibility of being good Germans and also loyal Canadian
citizens and British subjects was complicated by the growing tensions between the British and
German Empires. Berlin’s Germans were not naively unaware of events in Europe. Louis Jacob
Breithaupt anxiously recorded the developments in Europe in his diary. He noted with hope
instances, such as the visit of King Edward to the Kaiser in Berlin, which seemed to suggest a
thawing of relations between the two powers.®® In 1909, the Berliner Journal hinted at the
growing tensions in Europe in its regularly featured satirical column written by the fictional
character Joe Klotzkopp. In this column, Joe relayed the story of his friend, Groundhog George,
who had returned to the fatherland to visit with his old friend, the Kaiser. While at dinner with
the Kaiser, George saw the British ambassador and the German chancellor sitting across from one

another, and observed, “The two were quite friendly to each other over the table, but, I noticed

that they were continually kicking each other’s shins under the table. The emperor noticed it too,
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but he pretended not to see it, so that no war should break out between Germany and Great
Britain.”®
Unlike the Kaiser in this humorous anecdote, Berlin’s Germans could not ignore the
growing tensions. Nevertheless, they rejected the possibility of conflict between Britain and
Germany as contravening the course of history and scientific theories of race and therefore
against the natural ordering of the world. Whatever hostility did exist, was the work of a few
agitators rather than a result of genuine animus. In an editorial discussing the question of whether
Canada should build warships for Britain, the Berliner Journal claimed that Canadian
newspapers had been stoking fears of Germany in the Canadian people. The Journal stated that
there were some over-zealous individuals “who are so English that they roll up their pants when
it rains in London” and hoped that the Canadian government would not be swayed by these
misguided people into throwing away millions of dollars. Besides, the editors continued, relations
between the two powers were actually quite amicable; they had never in history met one another
in battle and certainly never would.®

At a 1909 rally, William Lyon Mackenzie King called on Britain and Germany to cease
their talk of war and look at the prosperity of Waterloo County to see an example of “what a
union of English and German might be expected to do for progress and civilization on earth.”
Furthermore, he said the prospect of war was illogical. After all, the King of England was of
German descent and the German and English people were “of a common Teutonic race.”® For
Mackenzie King and for Berlin’s German community, it was unthinkable that these two pillars of

civilization would turn on one another. Although he acknowledged that friction did exist between

Germany and Britain, Mackenzie King upheld Berlin’s Germans as good Canadians. He
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emphasized the supposed ties that bound Germany and Britain and reinforced the notion that a
partnership between British and German Canadians was vital for prosperity in Canada.
Berlin Rises: Germans as Agents of Peace, Progress, and Modernity

Although Canadians at the time identified as “British,” they wished for Canada to be
more than a mere colony of Britain. Carl Berger argues that one facet of Canadian imperialism
was a desire for a senior role within the British Empire and a belief that Canada was destined for
a preeminent position in the world.®” Canada was therefore more than a colony; it was a great
nation or empire in the making. A belief in progress and Canada’s destiny as a world power
similarly animated the expansionist movement in the middle of the nineteenth century to annex
and develop Hudson’s Bay Company lands in the west.®® Berlin’s leading Germans argued that
by transforming a frontier village into a small but thriving industrial centre, they had
accomplished in southern Ontario what the expansionist movement hoped to achieve in the west.
This was because Germans, they claimed, were agents of peace, progress, and modernity.

In his foundational 1951 work, The Uprooted, Oscar Handlin argues that immigrants
arriving in the United States were literally uprooted and disoriented in a new land where their old
customs were ill-suited to the challenges of modern life. As a result, they had no choice but to
abandon their traditions and struggle to assimilate.®® In a 1964 response to Handlin’s thesis,
Rudolph Vecoli contends that the experience for immigrants in the New World was not
necessarily one of disorganization and disintegration. Focusing on Italians in Chicago, he

contends that these immigrants were successful in transplanting their traditional village life to
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industrial Chicago.*® Varpu Lindstrom describes Handlin’s thesis and the subsequent response, of
which Vecoli was a part, as one of the key debates in the historiography of immigration.®* Franca
lacovetta contends that holding on to their culture did not mean immigrants were frozen in a pre-
modern state. Their traditional culture, in fact, helped to mediate their transformation from
peasants into industrial workers.”? In Sounds of Ethnicity, a study which examines the
relationship between language practices and ethnic identity in the German communities of
Waterloo County, Ontario and Buffalo, New York, Barbara Lorenzkowski discusses ethnicity
and modernity. She argues that in their efforts to preserve German language and music, ethnic
gatekeepers transformed German from being a mother tongue to a modern language so that it “no
longer denoted ethnicity alone.”® | contend that in Berlin, the ethnic elite argued that their
German ethnicity was not an antiquated relic of village life which needed to be shed in order to
fit into modern society; rather it was their ethnicity itself which made them modern. This
separated them from, and elevated them above, immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe
and Asia who were seen by Canadians as being backwards, parochial peasants.*

A frequent refrain when describing Berlin’s growth as an industrial centre was that it had
been achieved despite Berlin lacking any natural advantages. The area was wanting for natural
resources to develop and fuel industry, while the Grand River was neither suitable as a means of

transportation nor a source of water power.* According to the Berlin News Record, along with
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lacking the advantages of other centres, Berlin, in fact, faced several natural disadvantages.® All
commenters agreed was that Berlin had one resource which distinguished it from other centres:
its people. By developing this resource Berlin overcame its less than enviable starting position.®’
Berlin’s residents supposedly possessed certain qualities which made them such a
valuable resource and thereby valuable citizens. Most commonly, they were portrayed as being
thrifty and industrious.”® At the annual banquet of the Berlin Board of Trade in 1899, Louis Jacob
Breithaupt proclaimed that Waterloo County was inhabited by a hardworking, industrious, law
abiding people.”® These were apparently inherent characteristics of the German race. A booklet
commemorating the apparent centennial of Berlin’s founding in 1906, described Germans as
possessing, “industry without measure; a thoroughness that led them to exhaust every subject
necessary to be mastered; and the sheet anchor of thrift.”*® Notably, these racial characteristics
fitted Germans to succeed in a modern industrial capitalist society. Therefore, when Canada’s
Governor General, the Earl Grey, visited Berlin in 1911, he commented on the town’s prosperity
which he remarked was “only natural to expect from a German community.”101
Claiming that they brought prosperity to the town despite it lacking any natural

advantages the ethnic elite also portrayed Berlin’s Germans as embodying the ideal of self-made

men. The characteristics which the ethnic elite attributed to Germans as a group, such as thrift
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and industry and, as will be shown, self-control and sobriety, mirrored those qualities which
described the white middle-class ideal of masculinity. The self-made man was a central
component of this ideal. These qualities furthermore described the ideal citizen, a status which, at
the time, was inherently male.'% By defining their ethnic identity as being in line with the ideal
masculinity, the ethnic elite therefore underscored its claim to Canadian citizenship.

Descriptions of Berlin in booster literature celebrated the city’s modern splendour which
was a striking contrast to the supposed barren wilderness prior to the arrival of settlers. When
Berlin became a city in 1912, the News Record reflected upon its transformation from a few sand
hills into a thriving industrial centre.’® At this time, describing Berlin as “a centre of tall
chimneys,” did not signify that it was a blight upon the natural landscape. Rather, it demonstrated
that previously fallow land had been improved upon and made to be productive.’®* Thus the
program for the “Made in Berlin” industrial exhibition in 1905 proudly described the town’s
factories “smoking unceasingly and producing almost every article in the catalogue of man’s
needs,” while the centennial booklet boasted that Berlin had more industries per acre than any

105

municipality of its size in Canada.”™ At the same time, booster publications heralded Berlin’s
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state-of-the-art transportation facilities, water supply, sewage treatment, fire brigade, and schools
and included abundant photos of the neat, sturdy structures that housed them.

For the ethnic elite, Berlin’s bustling factories and sleek amenities emphasized its claim
that the Germans had accomplished more on a marginal piece of land than others had in more
bountiful tracts. In The Great Land Rush, John Weaver argues that in New World colonies, a
doctrine of improvement was used to justify the taking and allocating of land hitherto occupied
by indigenous people. This doctrine stipulated that the ability to increase the productivity was
even more important than cultural assimilation in determining who had the right to ownership of

a parcel of land.*”

Berlin’s Germans articulated their own doctrine of improvement to justify
their claim to Canadian citizenship. Their ability to foster progress was more important for their
acceptance in Canada than assimilation into the dominant Anglo-Canadian culture.

The ethnic elite branded the pioneers who settled Berlin and the entrepreneurs who
founded its industries as heroes. Their transformation of Berlin from barren wilderness to
budding metropolis was characterized as a conquest over nature just as heroic as battle.*®® In spite
of this militaristic comparison, they stressed that this was a peaceful conquest. A historical sketch
of the city in the Berlin News Record, claimed that Berlin had no history of war, turmoil, or
conflict. Its residents, therefore, had “no reason to be ashamed of [Berlin’s] first settlers nor the
way in which they obtained their land.'® Likewise, after describing the joint British and German

victory over Napoleon in his Trafalgar Day address in 1905, Louis Jacob Breithaupt described the

peaceful conquests German and British settlers had won in Berlin. “Hand in hand,” they had,
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“employed the victory and achievement of peace,” in arts and in industry and thereby “secured a
desirable and brilliant future,” for coming generations.110

This emphasis that Berlin’s advancement had been achieved through peace highlighted
the positive attributes of the Teutonic race. From this point of view, Germans, together with
Anglo-Saxons, stood at the top of the racial hierarchy and the forefront of civilization. They
eschewed barbaric violence and instead achieved success through thrift and industry. At the
Berlin Board of Trade annual banquet in 1898, the guest of honour, Judge Chisholm, emphasized
that in Canada, they were building a nation that would lead civilization. Chisholm praised Canada
as a nation, “conceived in peace and brought forth in peace.” He maintained that Canada was “the
first country in the world that holds ‘peace on earth and good will to men.””***

In their pursuit of peaceful progress, the ethnic elite saw itself as following the lead of the
German Empire. During celebrations of the Kaiser’s birthday, speakers singled out the German
monarch as the agent preserving peace in Europe.* In January, 1914, for example, former mayor
William Henry Schmalz congratulated the Kaiser for maintaining peace throughout his entire
twenty five year reign. Although he was often held as a war hero, Schmalz maintained that the
Kaiser should be regarded as a “peace hero.”™* Prior to unification, the local German-language

newspapers had been were critical of the reactionary, anti-liberal atmosphere in the German

states, particularly Prussia.*** These criticisms, however, did not fit with the narrative which

10 «“Made in Berlin Ausstellung,” Berliner Journal, 25 October 1905.
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began with the Peace Festival and held Germany as a bastion of peace and freedom and a model
for Canada to follow, and so they were cast aside and forgotten.

Even though Germans came to Berlin in several smaller waves throughout the nineteenth
century, and even though Berlin’s Germans did not coalesce as a community until the second half
of the century, the ethnic elite drew an unbroken line connecting the early settlers to the Germans
in the present day. They were all part of the same community. During the celebration of cityhood,
member of provincial parliament, Dr. H.G. Lackner stated that Waterloo County’s first settlers
were German artisans who had created the foundation for Berlin’s thriving industries.
Accordingly, seventy five percent of Berlin’s industrialists in the present day were Germans.'"
By establishing historical continuity between themselves and the town’s first settlers, the ethnic
elite staked a claim as one of Canada’s charter peoples. Germans were therefore loyal citizens
who had been part of the project of building a new nation in Canada from the beginning. At the
Kaiser’s birthday in 1905, John Rittinger traced the roots of Berlin’s German community even
farther back, claiming fellowship with the Germans who arrived in Nova Scotia at the start of the
eighteenth century and whose descendants included great men such as Charles Tupper, former
Prime Minister and father of Confederation.™®

The incongruity of the history that Berlin’s Germans claimed was underscored by the fact
that Germans from Europe did not begin to arrive in Berlin until more than two decades after the
first Mennonite settlers. Claiming that Germans were pioneers who had hacked a civilization out
of the wilderness creating the foundation for Berlin’s present day prosperity required the
Germans to appropriate the Mennonites and their history, claiming them as “German.” Accounts

of Berlin’s early history therefore ignored or minimized the distinction between the two. In an
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address to Prime Minister John Thompson in 1893, for example, Lutheran minister Reinhold von
Pirch, stated that Berlin was founded by German pioneers who, though wishing to preserve their
German language and customs, were just as loyal as their Anglo-Canadian fellow-citizens.**’
Interestingly, although Mennonites were subsumed as Germans, the same was not true for
all other German speakers. In a letter to Wilfrid Laurier regarding filling a vacant senate seat
which had been held by a representative from Waterloo County, Louis Jacob Breithaupt lobbied
for the spot to be given to a German. Waterloo County, he said, was “settled mostly by Germans
from the Fatherland and from Pennsylvania.” As the late senator was a German-speaking Swiss,
Breithaupt protested that “the German element has not yet had the recognition to which they are
so decidedly entitled.” Laurier agreed that Canadians of German origins were certainly deserving
of recognition, however, he said they could not make distinctions between Germans of different
geographic origins. Language, he said, should be the determining factor, thereby lumping

118 \While Mennonites had the crucial

Germans, Mennonites and Swiss under the same heading.
distinction of being Berlin’s first European settlers, Swiss Germans had played a marginal role in
local history and so appropriating their history was of lesser importance.

The Mennonites were not always pleased to be counted as Germans. In September 1879,
the Waterloo Chronicle complained that while the town’s German citizens were granted their
own delegation to greet the governor general, the Marquis of Lorne upon his visit to Berlin, the
town’s English-speaking and Mennonite citizens were not represented by their own delegations,

suggesting that the latter should be regarded as a distinct group.'*® Two months later, the Berlin

Daily News objected to labelling Mennonites “German” as opposed to “Pennsylvania Dutch” or

17 «“The Berlin Addresses Delivered in the Rink,” Berlin Daily Record, 27 September 1893.

18 YW, GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.5.2, L. J. Breithaupt correspondence, 1 Jan 1909,
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another name which would signify their distinctiveness. The editor, P.E.W. Moyer, a descendant
of the Mennonite settlers, claimed that it would be just as insulting to call a Mennonite Irish as it
would be to call him German, for Mennonites had “no affinity for the latter,” and regarded the
Germans as foreigners in Waterloo.?

Ironically, while the Germans appropriated the history of the Mennonites in order to
secure their claim to Canadian citizenship, historically the place of the Mennonites themselves as
Canadians was not settled. According to Ross D. Fair, in the first half of the nineteenth century,
the Mennonites’ refusal to swear oaths of allegiance and serve in the militia as well as their
previous residence in the United States marked them as dubious citizens in the eyes of the Upper
Canadian government. It was not until an 1855 act of Imperial Parliament, which granted the
Mennonites full exemption from militia duty, that they were able to shed their questionable
status. What Fair calls the “Loyalist paradigm,” argues that the Mennonites chose to come to
Upper Canada in the wake of the American Revolution because they desired to remain British
subjects and were granted religious freedom due to the benevolence of British institutions. In
reality, he argues, they came for cheap land and were forced to constantly lobby to protect their
beliefs. This myth, intended to paper over the Mennonites’ modest beginnings in Canada and

burnish their credentials as Canadian citizens, has survived in some form or another in the

120 «who Are Dutch?” Berlin Daily News, 13 November 1879.
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historiography of the Mennonites to the present day.'** As it suited their own purposes, Berlin’s
ethnic elite gladly furthered this myth and labelled the early settlers United Empire Loyalists.*??
Thanks partly to the example of the United States, immigrant workers in Canada,
particularly those from Southern and Eastern Europe, were commonly associated with socialism
and labour strife. The neighbourhoods that they lived in were also seen as hotbeds of vice, crime,
and social unrest.?® In his opening address at the 1875 Sangerfest, Wilhelm Oelschlager stressed
that these festivals did not seek to cause disorder or foment revolution. He implored English
speaking citizens witnessing or taking part in such an event for the first time, to take notice of the
fact that “proper decorum is observed throughout.”'?* Reviewing the festival, the Berliner
Journal reported that English-speaking citizens were astonished that amidst the large crowds and
frivolity, there was no trouble or breach of the peace that occurred when other nationalities held
gatherings.'?® This picture painted by Oelschlager and the Berliner Journal of orderly jubilation
was meant as a deliberate contrast to with how Canadians viewed other ethnic groups. For the
ethnic elite, cultivating an image of Germans being orderly and law abiding was essential to their
ethnic identity. Claiming a place as good Canadians required Germans to dissociate themselves

from the ranks of these allegedly undesirable immigrants who were regarded as a threat to social

order. Anglo Canadians generally accepted the narrative of the ethnic elite which claimed that the
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Germans had turned Berlin into a modern, industrialized city, but had managed to do so while
avoiding the ills of modernity such as urban crime and labour strife.

In speeches and booster literature, the ethnic elite and their Anglo-Canadian counterparts
proudly boasted that Berlin had none of the problems with unions and strikes that dogged other
industrial centres.’?® Although they claimed that Berlin was pro-capital and always gave “fair and
liberal treatment,” to its industrialists, this was not meant to suggest that labour peace had been
achieved by running roughshod over the interests of labour.*?’ Instead, they credited the
enlightened leadership of the employers and the many virtues of the, predominantly German,
workers for the harmonious state of labour relations in Berlin. A booklet commemorating
Berlin’s attainment of cityhood begins with a poem dedicated to the city’s workers. An ode to an
obedient worker, it declares, “Man grows beneath his burdens, beneath the chain he wears; and
still the toiler’s guerdon is worth the pain he bears. For there’s no satisfaction beneath the
bending sky like that the man of action enjoys when the night is nigh.”*?® This poem posits that to
work is the natural arrangement and exalts the man who stoically bears his load. From this point
of view, Berlin’s workers understood their place in society and could be counted on to give their
employers an honest day’s labour.'?®

Praise for Berlin’s workers frequently made reference to their high rate of home
ownership. The commonly cited figure of seventy percent of workers owning their own homes

was supposedly much higher than the average Canadian city. The ethnic elite claimed that this

was because the desire to own one’s own home was a peculiarly German trait. Importantly, home
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ownership was also seen, at the time, as a central attribute of the ideal masculinity.** The ethnic
elite also credited home ownership with having an especially positive influence on the working
class.®® In some instances, home ownership was said to be the key to Berlin’s prosperity. Home
ownership gave workers a stake in the community. Even the best tenants would not make
improvements to their home. Berlin was therefore a prosperous and beautiful place because of its
homeowners. The high rate of home ownership was furthermore said to have a moderating
influence on labour relations. A worker who owned his home was apparently less willing to
jeopardize his job by going on strike than one who rented. In response, employers recognized the
value of a stable workforce and so sought to resolve any legitimate issues.**? Germans workers
had therefore bought into Canada’s industrial capitalist system. Unlike other immigrant workers
whose ranks were allegedly rife with socialists and anarchists, the German workers were not a
threat to challenge industrial capitalism.

While Berlin’s Germans were supposedly docile and compliant at work, in their spare
time, they were similarly peaceable. A booster pamphlet, published in 1901 claimed that its
residents were law abiding, leaving police very little work.*®* Similarly, an article in Busy Man'’s

Magazine which profiled the Germans of Waterloo County, claimed that there were no better

130 Henderson, “No Money,” 21-3; Rose, “Fit to Fight,” 134-5.

181 «Welcome to the Saengerfest,” Berlin News Record, 10 August 1898; “Es lebe der Kaiser!” Berliner Journal, 1
February 1905; “The Germans in Canada,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 3 July 1908; “President of Board of Trade
Reviews the Year’s Work,” Berlin News Record, 9 January 1914; “Sir Adam Beck Gives Splendid Outline of Results
of Hydro-Electric Power at Board of Trade Banquet,” Berlin News Record, 9 July 1914; AO, MHSO, F1405-60-5,
William H. E. Schmalz textual records, container MU9480, file 12, “’Made in Berlin’ Exhibition Programme 1905;”
UW, G14356, “The Town of Berlin” in 20" Century Souvenir of Busy Berlin: The Best Town in Canada; KPL, MC
15, W.H.E. Schmalz Collection, MC.15.9¢, “A Tribute to the Pioneers of 1799,” in Berlin: Celebration of Cityhood,
1912,

132 T illustrate this point, the booklet printed for Berlin’s centennial in 1906 told the story of an unnamed family
who had come to Berlin from Germany twenty five years previously. When they arrived, they began by renting a
small, run-down cottage. They were industrious, saved their money and were eventually able to buy their cottage and
improve upon it, transforming the once shabby shack into a sturdy brick house. AO, MSHO, F1405-60-5, William H.
E. Schmalz textual records, MFN24, “Berlin Today: Centennial Number in Celebration of the Old Boys’ and Girls’
Reunion, August 6", 7", 8", 1906.”

133 UW, G14356, “The Town of Berlin” in 20™ Century Souvenir of Busy Berlin: The Best Town in Canada.

64



Ph.D. Thesis — M.N. Coschi; McMaster University — History

settlers, as Germans were seldom found in court or police records.*** Even when they gathered in
large numbers to celebrate, Berlin’s Germans were non-threatening. In contrast, some Canadians
saw ethnic celebrations such as St. Patrick’s Day parades as a particularly volatile, troubling
source of violence and disruption.*® Susan G. Davis argues that parades can be categorized as
either orderly or disorderly. The former was meant to define social boundaries separating insiders
from outsiders, while the latter was meant to transgress social boundaries and demand change.**
To assert their status as respectable citizens and separate themselves from undesirable outsiders,
the ethnic elite sought to ensure that their celebrations were seen as orderly, even if, in actuality,
they were not always so. Nearly every English-language newspaper that reviewed the Peace
Festival commented that the crowds of revellers were well-behaved. The Hamilton Times even
elevated “order, fitness, and decorum,” to being inborn traits of the Teutonic race.t%’

Despite the lofty rhetoric of the town’s boosters, crimes, of course, did occur in Berlin.
Likewise, it was impossible to maintain complete control over the crowds that patronized the
Sangerfeste and frequently numbered in excess of ten thousand. The instances where trouble did
occur, however, were blamed on outsiders, not members of the German community. A profile of
Berlin in the Toronto Globe, for example, posited that most of the few crimes committed in
Berlin were done by people passing through and not locals.*® Similarly, at the 1875 Sangerfest,
the only incident that took place was blamed on “rogues” from Guelph.139
According to the ethnic elite, the pastimes Germans pursued were actually beneficial to

society as a whole and not simply non-threatening. Wilhelm Oelschlager denounced English

speakers who felt that singing festivals were a frivolous distraction, claiming that the festivals
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were actually a “moral as well as social advantage.” At the very least, he maintained, they
provided wholesome recreation which released the mind “from the burdens of daily labour.” He
also attributed more high-minded benefits to singing festivals such as promoting peace by
bringing singers of different nationalities together. As evidence of this, he stated that even the
French, erstwhile enemies of the Germans, had recently sent a delegation to the Grand Festival at
the Rhine. Oelschlager thus stressed that Sangerfeste were, “of undoubted benefit to mankind.”**°

According to one booster publication, even though Berlin was a busy, hardworking town,
there were still ample facilities to meet residents’ needs for recreation. Importantly, all of the
recreation which took place in these facilities was of a positive, non-threatening type. The athletic
facilities, for example, provided a forum for sports which encouraged the development of proper
manhood, while the free library provided “mental food as well as recreation.”*** Along with their
love of music, Germans were also said to be renowned for their love of education.*? This passion
for education even continued after the end of formal schooling. Therefore, the Globe profile
claimed while fiction, regarded as lowbrow, was still popular at the local library, the
“metaphysical tendencies,” of Germans meant that philosophy was popular as well.*** Even in
their recreation, then, Germans strove to promote progress.

While amusements such as singing, or “manly sport” were seen as constructive, at a time
when temperance movements demonized alcohol as corroding the moral fabric of society, the
German propensity to drink beer was potentially problematic. Drunkenness was also a vice
typically associated with immigrants. The way that Germans drank, however, was portrayed as

different from other, objectionable groups. For Germans, drinking was social and convivial and,
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unlike other groups, alcohol was not indulged in to the point of intoxication.*** This was also
linked to the German desire for home ownership as a worker seeking to own his home needed to
practice thrift and sobriety.'*®> Both German- and English-language newspapers in Berlin reported
that although beer flowed freely during the town’s celebrations, there was no drunkenness.™*® The
Busy Man’s Magazine profile of the town’s Germans stated that the Germans were a sober people
even though they did not support prohibition. This was because they knew how to moderate their
consumption better than other groups such as the Irish, Scottish, or even English.*’

During the 1886 Sangerfest, the Berliner Journal reported that the lack of drunkenness
and fistfights amazed visiting Anglo Canadians who did not know that such a thing was possible
at such a large gathering.*® Germans thus claimed to be even more orderly and law-abiding than
Anglo Canadians. According to the Berliner Journal, the three hundred English Canadians from
Toronto that “(dis)honoured the town with their visit” to the 1898 S&ngerfest, caused more
trouble than fifteen times as many Germans. Of the approximately half dozen people arrested
during the festival for disturbing the peace, the Journal proudly proclaimed that none were

German.*

The ethnic elite therefore maintained that Berlin’s neighbourhoods were not filled
with radicals and delinquents, but respectable workers. In their spare time, they engaged in moral

pursuits which aimed at self-improvement rather than self-destruction through alcohol.

144 On October 2, 1879, Louis Jacob Breithaupt attended a lecture by American Methodist preacher Rev. Henry Ward
Bucher on the topic of “amusements.” Despite the inherent consumption of alcohol, Bucher listed German beer
gardens as an acceptable, family-friendly form of entertainment. UW, GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark Collection,
Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 2 October 1879.

145 AO, MHSO, F1405-60-5, William H. E. Schmalz textual records, MFN24, “Berlin Today: Centennial Number in
Celebration of the Old Boys’ and Girls’ Reunion, August 6th, 7th, 8th, 1906.”

14 “Dominion Day,” Berlin Daily News, 2 July 1879.

47 «“The German in Canada,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 3 July 1908, 1-2.

148 «Dgs Singerfest,” Berliner Journal, 19 August 1886.

49 According to Mariana Valverde, respect for law and authority was seen as a particularly British quality. Claiming
that Germans actually outstripped Anglo Canadians in this respect was therefore a significant boast. “Sangerfest-
Notizen,” Berliner Journal, 18 August 1898; Valverde, “Racial Purity,” p.176.
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Just how accurate was the ethnic elite’s depiction of Berlin’s compliant workers and
tranquil class relations? In his diary, Louis Jacob Breithaupt nervously charted the labour unrest
across North America and instances which suggested it could be coming to Berlin.™*® He reacted
with disappointment in 1909 when C. C. Hahn, a representative of labour interests, was elected
mayor, and then with disgust when he was re-elected the following year.*** Hahn caused a stir
during the municipal elections for 1911 when he accused his fellow candidate, William Henry
Schmalz, of being a tool of manufacturing interests. For this, the Daily Telegraph accused Hahn
of trying to stir up class conflict. The newspaper thus told its readers to cast their ballots for
Schmalz, a vote for harmony and progress.**2

Despite the concerns of Breithaupt and the Daily Telegraph, however, class relations in
Berlin do appear to have been relatively peaceful. Although there were occasional strikes, they
did not escalate into protracted or acrimonious affairs. Moreover, the local correspondent for the
Labour Gazette, published monthly by the Department of Labour, frequently reported that
relations between employers and employees were “cordial.”*>® John English and Kenneth
McLaughlin credit several factors for mitigating class conflict in Berlin. They argue that the
shared ethnicity of employers and employees “softened the social distinctions and racial
animosities that may have been caused by an Anglo-Saxon elite ruling over a predominantly

German working class.” They also claim that Berlin’s orderly urban and industrial growth, which

150 see for example, UW, GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 27
April 1887, 27 July 1892, 6 July 1894, 30 March 1900, 2 May 1904, 26 November 1906, 18 July 1910.

131 Uw, GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 4 January 1909, 27
December 1909.

152 «“Nominees for the Matoralty and Reeveships Address the Electors,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 27 December 1910;
“The Mayoralty Contest,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 30 December 1910.

153 The Labour Gazette: The Journal of the Department of Labour, vol. I, no. 7, March 1901, 381; vol. 1, no. 10,
April 1902, 614; vol. 11, no. 12, June 1902, 762; vol. 111, no. 4, October 1902, 270-1; vol. 111, no. 7, January 1903,
545-7, 566-7; vol. 1V, no. 1, July 1903, 84; vol. 1V, no. 12, June 1904, 1244; vol. VI, no. 7, January 1906, 729-30;
vol. VI, no. 11, May 1906, 1218; vol. VI, July 1906, 77; vol. VII, September 1906, 300; vol. VI, June 1907, 1364;
vol. VIII, June 1908, 1476; vol. X, July 1909, 33-4; vol. X, May 1910, 1233; vol. XI, March 1911, 939; vol. XI, June
1911, 1430-1; vol. XI1, July 1911, 30; vol. XII, September 1911, 277-80; vol. XII1, September 1912, 274-7; English
and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 57, 72-3.
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was assiduously managed by the town council and the Board of Trade, meant that the town
avoided the disruption, conflict, and chaos caused by rapid growth and industrialization in other
centres. Finally, they maintain that the social life of the town, which centred on the German
clubs, created a sense of community “that carried Berlin through the difficult times of
industrialization.”*>* Berlin also provides an example of the continuation of traditional craft work
and social arrangements during industrialization, which Robert Kristofferson calls “craft
capitalism.” Many of Berlin’s leading industrialists such as the Breithaupts, Langs, and
Vogelsangs, were initially craftsmen themselves and practiced their craft alongside their
employees. By remaining living in close proximity to their factories and workers, and by holding
social events such as company picnics, these industrialists demonstrated a continued common
identification between masters and men, even at the end of the nineteenth century. Kristofferson
argues that this alternate route to industrialization was a more positive experience for workers
and helped to forestall the advent of class conflict.>

While the image of Berlin’s virtuous German workers as compliant and peaceable thus
may have contained a grain of truth, the workers themselves were denied a voice in its creation.
At the same time, Berlin’s workers did not attempt to articulate their own version of German

ethnic identity. The most prominent public event organized by the city’s workers, the annual

Labour Day celebration, made no mention of the workers’ ethnicity. Rather, it focused on

> English and McLaughlin state that the Board of Trade and the town council, both of which were comprised of
Berlin’s manufacturers and businessmen, worked together closely in promoting and managing the town’s industrial
growth. The Board of Trade reviewed applications from new and existing industries for bonuses and tax exemptions
to establish or expand operations in Berlin. Often, English and McLaughlin claim, the Board turned down more
applications than it recommended to the council. As a result, nearly every company in Berlin which was supported
by bonuses and tax exemptions “flourished and prospered.” English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 57, 68-74, 84-5,
114-5.

1% Robert B. Kristofferson, Craft Capitalism: Craftworkers and Early Industrialization in Hamilton, Ontario, 1840-
1872 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2007), 8-14, 19, 112-3, 118, 120-5, 132-6, 242; UW, GA24, Breithaupt
Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.5.3, L. J. Breithaupt Diaries, 24 December 1892, 30 June 1899, 2 September
1901; English and McLaughlin, Kitchener, 56-7, 68-9, 72, 99-101.
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demonstrating workers’ respectability and solidarity.*®® In 1902, Berlin hosted the annual
conference of the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada. On the final night, after most of the
serious business of the conference had been concluded, the Berlin Trades and Labour Council
treated the delegates to a “genuine German supper and social.” The speeches made during the
banquet, however, made no mention of German ethnicity or the virtues of German workers. The
banquet was therefore more of a nod to the background of the conference’s hosts than an
affirmation of the ethnic elite’s version of German ethnicity or an attempt to assert a working
class version of German ethnicity.*>” This banquet, the Labour Day celebrations, as well as the
workers’ attendance at events such as the Kirmes and Sangerfeste, suggest that Berlin’s German
workers wanted German sociability, but that they did not necessarily internalize all that the elite
version of German ethnicity entailed. The workers neither actively embraced, nor definitively
rejected it.

On the whole, the ethnic identity cultivated by the ethnic elite was conservative and
sought to minimize any challenge to the class and racial/ethnic status quo. Although they
periodically described Berlin as “cosmopolitan,” a place where all races lived in harmony, and

also praised British institutions for their tolerance, the ethnic elite did not challenge the

156 «“A Jovial Day,” Berlin Daily Record, 4 September 1894; “Labor Day,” Berlin Daily Record, 3 September 1895;
“A Big Day At Waterloo Yesterday,” Berlin Daily Record, 8 September 1896; “Labor Day In Berlin,” Berlin News
Record, 7 September 1897; “City League Field Day,” Berlin News Record, 5 September 1899; “Labor Day In
Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 4 September 1900; “Berlin’s Labor Day Demonstration,” Berlin News Record, 3
September 1901; “The Holiday In Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 2 September 1902; “Labor Day In Berlin,” Berlin
News Record, 8 September 1903; “Holiday Was Quiet In Berlin,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 6 September 1904; “Labor
Day In Berlin,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 5 September 1905; “Labor Day In Berlin,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 4
September 1906; “Labor Day In Berlin,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 3 September 1907; “Labor Day Celebration Was
An Immense Success,” Berlin News Record, 8 September 1908; “Labor Day Celebration Was A Great Success,”
Berlin News Record, 7 September 1909; “Labor Day Celebration,” Berlin News Record, 6 September 1910; “Big
Crowd At The Celebration,” Berlin News Record, 5 September 1911; “Rain, Rain, Rain Interfered With Labor Day
Program,” Berlin News Record, 3 September 1912.

137 «Congress Concludes To-day,” Berlin News Record, 19 September 1902.

70



Ph.D. Thesis — M.N. Coschi; McMaster University — History

racial/ethnic hierarchy in Canada by advocating cultural pluralism.**® Their understanding of race
and history made room for only the Germans alongside the British as the vanguard of civilization
and pinnacle of Canadian society. Therefore, when Mayor Hugo Kranz welcomed the Governor
General in 1874 and praised the British system of government for maintaining equality between
people of different origins, he included the caveat that it did so “without destroying the social
ladder.”**

The identity the ethnic elite claimed also supported the gendered ordering of society. The
archetypal German, who constituted the ideal Canadian citizen, was inherently male, even if this
was generally expressed implicitly rather than explicitly. The elite, therefore, rarely discussed
German women. When they did, it was to demonstrate that Germans could be counted on to
uphold proper gender roles. In 1879, for example, the Marquis of Lorne told Berlin’s Germans
that, “the domestic virtues of your wives and daughters are a beautiful example to all.”** During
the Kaiser’s birthday celebrations in 1914, William Henry Schmalz lauded the Kaiser for his
ideal family life and described the Kaiserin as “a true compatnion.”161 Like the workers, German
women played no part in the creation of this submissive, obedient image.

Advertisements promoting Berlin and its businesses were a significant means by which
the ethnic identity of Berlin’s Germans was articulated and negotiated. Paula Hastings argues that
by the start of the twentieth century when a booming economy helped to create optimism for

Canada’s viability as a nation, images of Canada in advertisements were instrumental in

158 See, for example, “Das Séngerfest,” Berliner Journal, 26 August 1875; “A More Illustrious Banquet Than Has
Even Been,” Berlin News Record, 15 February 1899; “”’His Royal Highness, the Duke of Connaught, and Her Royal
Highness, Princess Patricia, Pay Visit to City,” Berlin News Record, 9 May 1914.

159 “Der General-Gouverneur in Berlin,” Berliner Journal, 27 August 1874.

160 «“A Living Princess in Berlin,” Berlin Daily News, 17 September 1879.

161 «Concordia feiert 55. Geburtstag des Deutschen Kaisers,” Berliner Journal, 4 February 1914.
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developing and promoting a national consciousness in Canada.’®® In Berlin, advertisements
promoted the ethnic elite’s conception of German identity. Attaching German ethnicity to
products produced by Berlin’s factories underscored the belief that German ethnicity was part of
the modern, industrial world, not the peasant traditions of village life. Therefore, although the
organizers of the Kirmes sought to create an “authentic” recreation of a traditional village fair, the
program gave a prominent place to advertisements for Berlin’s businesses and industries, most of
which were German-owned. This emphasized that the Germans themselves were not a parochial,
tradition-bound people, but were instead modern and progressive.'®®

The label “Made in Berlin,” which was proudly stamped on all goods produced in Berlin,
as well as the town’s moniker “Busy Berlin,” testified to the thrift and industry of the Teutonic
race. The ethnicity of the town’s residents was conspicuous during the ‘“Made in Berlin”
industrial exhibition held in 1905. The event reportedly drew huge crowds from across Ontario to
marvel at displays of the wares produced in Berlin’s many factories. One of the most popular
attractions, however, was a German restaurant with an accompanying German band.*®* At the
opening, the provincial minister of education, Dr. Pyne, observed that the industry and
intelligence Germans displayed in their fatherland was well evident in Berlin.*® Similarly, the
program for the event said of the town’s German population, “to their intelligence, industry and
integrity must be attributed the marked success attained by Berlin as a thriving centre.” %
The inauguration of Ontario Hydro which took place in Berlin in 1910 and Berlin’s

attainment of cityhood status in 1912 were both accompanied by large public celebrations. These

102 paula Hastings, “Branding Canada: Consumer Culture and the Development of Popular Nationalism in the Early
Twentieth Century,” in Canadas of the Mind: Making and Unmaking of Canadian Nationalisms in the Twentieth
Century eds. Norman Hillmer and Adam Chapnick (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2007), 134-135.
163 KPL, WHS, Kirmes Program, October 11-13, 1894.

164 <L arge Crowds at the Exhibition,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 18 October 1905.

165 «Made-in-Berlin Exhibition Opened by Premier Whitney,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 17 October 1905.

186 AO, MHSO, F1405-60-5, William H. E. Schmalz textual records, container MU9480, file 12, “’Made in Berlin’
Exhibition Programme 1905.”
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events brought hundreds of out-of-town visitors, members of the media, and distinguished guests
to Berlin. Two hundred eighty two newspapers from across Canada and the United States were
invited to cover the hydro ceremony in 1910 while special trains were chartered from Toronto
and London to carry the large number of visitors.*®” These celebrations were thus advertisements
which fixed the eyes of Canada on Berlin and displayed town’s progress and the starring role that
Germans played in its achievement.

The movement advocating public ownership of power production and distribution in
Ontario was proposed and, in its initial stages, spearheaded by businessmen from Berlin and
Waterloo.'®® Berlin was therefore chosen as the site for the first ceremony to celebrate receiving
hydro-electric power from Niagara Falls. According to H.V. Nelles, the idea to use Ontario’s
ample water supply as a source of power captured the imagination of the province as it offered
the opportunity to free them from their reliance on coal from Pennsylvania. In the nineteenth
century, the age of the steam engine, the lack of native coal deposits hampered industrial
development in Ontario. A series of coal miner strikes in Pennsylvania which created a coal
shortage on the eve of winter in 1902 underscored the perils of obtaining power from a foreign
source. The “white coal” of hydro-electric power would not only break this dependence on
American coal, it would spur industrial development and bring about a second industrial
revolution in Canada. In addition to this tantalizing prospect, the use of manmade technology to
tame the raw, awesome power of the falls gave hydro-electric power a mythic quality in the

minds of Ontarians.®® As a guarantor of industrial growth and symbol of the victory of man over

167 «“Newspaper Men Coming,” Berlin News Record, 5 October 1910; “Special Trains to Berlin,” Berlin News
Record, 6 October 1910.

168 1. V. Nelles, The Politics of Development: Forests, Mines and Hydro-Electric Power in Ontario, 1849-1941
(Hamden: Archon Books, 1974), 237-247.

189 Nelles, The Politics of Development, 215-223.
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nature, hydro-electric power signified progress. As Jarrett Henderson notes in his study of
Canadian immigration handbooks, triumph over the forces of nature also denoted manliness.*”
Both the practical and symbolic significance of Niagara power were on display in the
celebrations and editorials that accompanied its inauguration. Displays of dazzling lights were the
chief feature of the decorations around Berlin for the event. The organizers of the celebration
provided wiring and power free of charge to Berlin’s businesses to illuminate their exteriors, with
the Economical Fire Insurance Company boasting that their display included eight hundred
lights. There was even a plan to outfit members of the band with lights on their hats, however it
was found to be unfeasible and scrapped.’’* The preponderance of lights distinguished the
decorations for this celebration from those used in previous events in Berlin and demonstrated the
triumph of science and technology represented by Niagara power. It was therefore with a sense of
wonder that the Berlin News Record called Niagara power, “an undertaking unprecedented in the
annals of science,” while the Mail and Empire described it as being “of the nature of miracles.”*"?
A special insert in the Berlin News Record for the occasion discussed the genesis of the
hydro power movement, the political and engineering hurdles which needed to be overcome for
its realization, and also the benefits Berlin and Ontario stood to reap from it. In one article, Hydro
Commissioner W. K. McNaught declared that the future of industry in Ontario depended on the
public ownership of hydro-electric power. Although Ontario already had many preconditions for
prosperity, namely, “fertile soil, busy workshops, and easy transportation for man and goods
from place to place,” each could be improved upon by the application of hydro-electric power.173

In his speech, Adam Beck, the chairman of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission, stated that

70 Henderson, “No Money,” 26.

Y71 «program for Power Opening on Tuesday,” Berlin News Record, 7 October 1910.

172 «Sir James Presses the Button Niagara Does the Rest,” Berlin News Record, 11 October 1910; “Turning on the
Power,” Berlin News Record, 11 October 1910.

13 «Ontario’s True National Policy in Regard to Black and White Coal,” Berlin News Record, 11 October 1910.
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along with helping to “turn the wheels of industry,” Niagara power would provide an inexpensive
source of electricity to heat and light Ontarians’ homes.”* Exhibiting for citizens the everyday
applications of cheap hydro-electric power and a glimpse into the now not-so-distant future, the
skating rink where the inauguration ceremony took place included a display of the latest electrical
appliances.'” To emphasize its domestic functions, the menu for the banquet afterwards included
a notation that all the food was cooked using hydro-electric power.!"

This initiative was the result of cooperation between many different men and
municipalities. Berlin, however, was more than happy to grab the lion’s share of the credit.
Articles in local newspapers as well as speeches during the celebration emphasized the role that
Berlin played in the hydro power movement. Adam Beck stated that it was “fitting that power
should be first turned on in the town of Berlin...the home of men of vision, men who peered into
the future with confidence and called the first meeting of representative men together to consider
means and ways of securing a supply of electric power for manufacturing and other purposes.”*’’
Perhaps no single individual did as much to bring about the success of the Niagara power
movement as Adam Beck whom Nelles describes as, “the most dynamic of the spokesmen for
public ownership.”'"® Beck, a provincial cabinet minister and former mayor of London, Ontario
was born in Baden in Waterloo County and thus Berliners claimed him as their own although he
had long since left Waterloo County.'” Suggesting both the important role Berlin played in its

creation, as well as the benefits which would accrue to Berlin, prior to the inauguration, a reader

174 «Whitney and Beck Press Button,” Berlin News Record, 12 October 1910.

175 «program for Power Opening on Tuesday,” Berlin News Record, 7 October 1910.

176 A special lunch served by the YWCA was similarly advertised as being “cooked by Niagara Falls.” “Whitney and
Beck Press Button,” Berlin News Record, 12 October 1910; “Cooked By Niagara Falls,” Berlin News Record, 10
October 1910.

1 “Whitney and Beck Press Button,” Berlin News Record, 12 October 1910.

178 Nelles, The Politics of Development, 247.

17 This was stated quite literally in the address of welcome to Beck. “Whitney and Beck Press Button,” Berlin News
Record, 12 October 1910.
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of the News Record wrote to the paper with a slogan for the occasion: “Niagara Falls—Berlin
Rises.”%

While Berlin’s Germans were not given specific credit for the Niagara power movement,
their influence was alluded to throughout the celebration. Mayor Hahn stated that Berlin was
chosen as the site for the inauguration of Niagara power based partly on the town’s contribution
to the movement, but also as an acknowledgement of the town’s status as a thriving industrial
centre. This status, Hahn claimed, was due to the thrift of Berlin’s workers, ninety percent of
whom, he said, owned their own homes. Following Hahn’s speech, the address to Adam Beck on
behalf of the town closed with a few words of welcome in German in recognition of his and
Berlin’s heritage.*® The Berlin News Record, meanwhile, drew a parallel between the triumph of
Niagara power and German unification, one of the great achievements of the previous century,
heralding Adam Beck as the von Moltke of the power union.*® In his response, Beck observed
that many of those in the crowd were, like him, of German ancestry. He stated that while they
were all proud of their ancestry and fatherland, they were still thankful to be Canadian. At the
climax of the ceremony, once Premier Whitney and Adam Beck together pressed the button
which officially started the flow of power from Niagara Falls and bathed the Berlin skating rink
in light, the band played “Die Wacht am Rhein,” followed by “God Save the King.”183 Like
Beck’s speech, this choice of music suggested the harmony and prosperity arising from a union
of German and British/Canadian. The only black mark on the otherwise glorious day was the

pickpockets who victimized several onlookers. As always, the Berlin News Record assured

180 «Editorial Notes,” Berlin News Record, 5 October 1910.

181 “Whitney and Beck Press Button,” Berlin News Record, 12 October 1910.
182 «A Great Day for Ontario,” Berlin News Record, 11 October 1910.

183 «Whitney and Beck Press Button,” Berlin News Record, 12 October 1910.
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readers that a “careful investigation,” revealed that the as of yet unapprehend thieves had come
from out of town.**

The attainment of cityhood in 1912 was a benchmark that highlighted Berlin’s progress.
Representing the provincial government during the celebration, Adam Beck stated that cityhood
showed “this industrial centre has come to manhood.” By conferring the status of “manhood”
upon Berlin, Beck affirmed that the city and its predominantly German residents were possessed
of the qualities which fit them to be upright, productive Canadian citizens, something which was
reserved for adult males. During the festivities that accompanied this achievement, the symbolic
significance of civic manhood was held to be of greater importance than any practical or
administrative changes it conferred. The theme of progress was a thread which ran throughout the
festivities. To demonstrate the foundation of Berlin’s growth, the celebration was accompanied
by an industrial exhibition which included among its displays of wares produced in Berlin’s
factories, a plethora of modern electrical appliances.'®

In case there was any doubt as to who was responsible for Berlin’s progress, the ethnicity
of Berlin’s residents was always prominent during the celebration. At midnight on June 10, when
Berlin was officially declared a city, the band played “God Save the King,” and “Die Wacht am
Rhein,” which had become standard selections to mark festive occasions, as well as “O Canada,”
and “The Maple Leaf.”*®® While the city received congratulations from King George, Mayor W.
H. Schmalz also sent a message to the German Empress to notify her of the Canadian Berlin’s

187

proud accomplishment.”™" At the formal celebration the following month, Schmalz stated that

Berlin’s residents had made the city what it was because of their typically German virtues of

184 «“They Were Not From Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 13 October 1910.

185 «“Made-In-Berlin Exhibition Is Now In Full Swing,” Berlin News Record, 16 July 1912.
186 «Bysy Berlin is Now a City,” Berlin News Record, 10 June 1912.

187 «“His Majesty Cables Congratulations,” Berlin News Record, 17 July 1912.
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“industry, economy and progressiveness’” which allowed them to triumph in the face of a lack of
“natural advantages or being specially favored in any way.”*®® M.P.P. for Waterloo North, Dr.
Lackner, was more explicit. He stated that Berlin’s thriving industries were a “natural
development,” since it had been settled by German artisans. He boasted that seventy five percent

18 A proud distinction

of Berlin’s manufacturers in the present day were of German descent.
which was repeated during the celebrations was that Berlin was the only place to wait until it had
the requisite population of 15,000 before it petitioned for cityhood status.*® This demonstrated
that the progress they were celebrating was real and not artificially inflated. As well, showing that
they had followed the rules and eschewed political manoeuvering to attain the status of cityhood,
underlined the portrayal of Germans as an orderly, law-abiding people.

Like the inauguration of Ontario Hydro in 1910, the festivities for the attainment of
cityhood were more than just a celebration of Berlin’s prosperity. It was their contribution to the
larger project of building a new and great nation in Canada. Even from the early days of
Confederation, Berlin’s Germans claimed to be an integral part of the nation building project in
Canada. In 1874, Berlin’s mayor Hugo Kranz welcomed Governor General Lord Dufferin to this
town populated primarily by Germans who he said were playing their part in the construction of a

Canadian nationality.'**

At the time, Canada was seen as a young nation, still in its formative
years, with its character and future not yet defined. Seeing that Canada was in this crucial stage of

development, the Marquis of Lorne, in 1879, implored Berlin’s Germans “as citizens and

founders of a new nation,” to work to guide and strengthen it by bringing the German love for

188 «City Celebration is Officially Opened,” Berlin News Record, 17 July 1912.

189 «“Many Towns and Cities Join in Congratulating Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 18 July 1912.
190 «“The City of Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 10 June 1912.

191 «“Der General Gouverneur in Berlin,” Berliner Journal, 27 August 1874.
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science and education as well as German thrift and industry to Canada.'®? At the unveiling of the
Kaiser’s bust in 1897, Mayor John Christian Breithaupt, brother of Louis Jacob, similarly
outlined why Germans had such a crucial role to play in Canada. Even three decades after
Confederation, he cautioned that Canada was still a new country with much to learn. As such,
Canadians should take what was best from the old world since there was “much worthy of
imitation in the lives of our German forefathers.”'*® Neither Breithaupt nor the Marquis of Lorne
called for the wholesale importation of German culture into Canada, but instead just select
aspects. This was the key as to why Berlin’s Germans had such an important role in securing a
bright future for Canada. By combining in Canada the best aspects of German culture with the
best aspects of British culture, they were creating a new empire which would be the heir to the
mantle of the world’s two greatest empires.

In May, 1914, the Berliner Journal still retained this optimism for Canada’s future and
the place of the Germans in it. In an editorial urging its readers to vote, the Journal looked back
upon Canada’s progress over the previous ten years and predicted that soon Canada would
overtake the United States and become one of the leading nations in the world. It credited
Germans for Canada’s growth, and asserted that German immigrants were prized as citizens
because of the skill of their workers and ability to adapt and become loyal members of their new
lands. Consequently, Germans had the potential to be an important factor in Canadian political
life, but only if they fulfilled their civic duty and voted. Mere months later, this optimism for
their place in the “land of the future” was shattered by the start of the First World War.***

The Best Class of Citizens: Rights, Duties, and Challenges

192« orne und Louisa in Berlin,” Berliner Journal, 18 September 1879.
193 «“The Unveiling,” Berlin News Record, 13 August 1897.
194 «Dje Deutschen in Ontario und die Wahlpflicht,” Berliner Journal, 20 May 1914.
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At the unveiling of the statue of Queen Victoria in 1911, the Earl Grey told Berlin’s
residents that it was a “well known fact that those of German descent made the best class of
citizens.”® In the four decades after the Peace Festival of 1871, this sentiment was generally
accepted as true. As befitting their status, Berlin’s Germans were entitled to the rights and
material benefits of citizenship. Among these was the right to practice and maintain their
language and culture. This was demonstrated by the access that they were granted to public
spaces for ethnic celebrations as well as the prominent place of German ethnicity in Berlin’s civic
celebrations. As well, although it was not recognized as such formally, in Berlin, German
enjoyed a status as an official language. In municipal elections, for example, ballots were printed
in English as well as German in the fraktur script.*®

Historians have argued that schools during this period were seen as an essential tool for
the assimilation of the children of immigrants and fostering Anglo-conformity.’®” Luigi
Pennacchio, for example, argues that Toronto’s schools instilled in students what he calls “the
four cornerstones of British-Canadian citizenship: imperial patriotism, Protestantism, the English
language, and cleanliness.”**® In the schools of Berlin, however, the German language was one
cornerstone of the local version of Canadian citizenship.

In June 1900, School Inspector Thomas Pearce investigated the supposedly poor English

reading level at Berlin’s high school and in his report blamed the continued teaching of German

195 «yjce-Royalty Royally Received by the Citizens of Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 29 May 1911.

1% A0, MHSO, F1405-60-5, William H. E. Schmalz textual records, container MU9480), file 20, “1911 Berlin
Mayoral Election Ballot.”
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Culture and Education, ed. Martin L. Kovacs, (Regina: Canadian Plains Research Center, University of Regina,
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in the public schools.® In response, the leaders of Berlin’s German community formed the
Deutsche Schule Verein, or German School Society, to lobby for the continuation and
improvement of German-language classes in Berlin. In its initial meeting, the arguments that the
members of the Verein offered in support of German-language classes were not simply based
upon the preponderance of Germans in Berlin, but rather on the status of Germans as loyal
citizens and the supposed role of the German language in the formation of productive, useful
citizens. Conrad Bitzer declared that Berlin owed its standing to the thrifty Germans. He added
that there was much Canada could learn from Germany which was renowned as a moderate,
efficient, well-taught nation. Reverend W. C. Bose likewise held Germans as the source of
Berlin’s prosperity. Louis Jacob Breithaupt contended that if Canadians wished to conduct
business with Germany and Britain, the world’s most modern, advanced nations, it was important
to know both languages otherwise Canadians would be at an economic disadvantage.’® The
official resolution of the Deutsche Schule Verein claimed that they had the right as citizens to
classes in German and, countering Pearce, stated that students

...in learning the German language will on that account be no less loyally and affectionately

devoted to the fair Dominion of Canada and her institutions but doubly fitted to appreciate

the blessings of true liberty, justice and equality, and for their broader education prove

themselves better citizens, evincing the fact that one may be a true and loyal son of Canada
and at the same time a good German scholar.. 0

199 Schooling in Berlin was initially conducted entirely in German, starting in 1818 when Bishop Benjamin Eby first
began holding classes. Education in German began to decline in the latter half of the nineteenth century as Berlin’s
Germans, who had no desire to segregate themselves from the surrounding population, came to see knowledge of
English as vital to their success in Canada and increasingly sent their children to English-language schools. Despite
dwindling enrollment in German classes, however, the 1901 census reported that nearly ninety percent of Berlin’s
residents of German origins claimed German as their mother tongue, suggesting that many learned German in the
home as opposed to the formal setting of the classroom. Thomas Pearce, “School History, Waterloo County and
Berlin,” Waterloo Historical Society Annual Report, 2, (1914): 41; Barbara Lorenzkowski, “Languages of Ethnicity:
Teaching German in Waterloo County’s Schools, 1850-1915,” Histoire Social/Social History 41, no. 81 (2008): 7-9,
25; “School Board Meeting,” Berlin News Record, 7 June 1900.

200 «Deutscher Unterricht,” Berliner Journal, 28 June 1900.

201 “German in the Public Schools,” Berlin News Record, 23 June 1900.
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With the cooperation of the Berlin public school board and the Ontario Department of
Education, German was made an optional subject in Berlin’s public schools. Textbooks were
approved and purchased, and German was even included on high school entrance exams.?®? The
Deutsche Schule Verein was influential with the Berlin public school board, which generally
heeded the Deutsche Schule Verein’s requests to improve German classes by hiring new teachers
and constructing rooms to be used exclusively for German teaching.?® By 1911, the Deutsche
Schule Verein had achieved considerable success in its mission. It reported that 80% of Berlin’s
elementary school students were enrolled in this optional subject which they claimed was “a
valuable supplement of Public School education in our polyglot country.”204

Like the ethnic German celebrations which actively courted the participation of Anglo-
Canadians, these classes were meant for children of non-German ancestry as well. The Deutsche
Schule Verein encouraged non-German parents to enrol their children and awarded prizes each
semester to the top two students of German parentage and the top two students of English
parentage in each class.’® By 1907, one-quarter of the students enrolled in these classes were of
non-German parentage.’®® Even membership in the Deutsche Schule Verein itself was not limited
to people of German ancestry. The initial meeting in 1900 which resulted in its creation was open

to “all citizens whether of German or British descent” who felt that German-language classes

were desirable and beneficial.?” Thus, as John Motz stated at the unveiling of the Kaiser’s bust in

202 1 orenzkowski, “Languages of Ethnicity,” 31.

203 \Waterloo Region District School Board (hereafter WRDSB), Minutes of the Berlin Public School Board, 1898-
1908, 31 March 1903, 267; 11 July 1905, 378; 10 July 1906, 425.

204 “Teaching of German,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 5 April 1911; “Board Could Not Decide on Name for New
School,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 24 June 1911.

205 KPL, MC 24, Henry Bowman Collection, MC.24.1a, Newspaper Clippings, “Prize Winners,” 1908.

2%Herbert Karl Kalbfleisch, “German or Canadian?” Waterloo Historical Society Annual Report 40 (1953), 27.

207 «pyblic Meeting Tonight,” Berlin News Record, 22 June 1900.
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1897, Berlin’s Germans did not wish to be “a sectional State in this land.”?% Rather, they claimed
to be, and were accepted as, loyal citizens.

At the same time that German-language classes were flourishing in Berlin’s public
schools, French-language education outside of Quebec was under attack by Anglo Canadians. In
1912, the Ontario government introduced Regulation 17 which banned French language
instruction after the first form, eliciting a passionate protest from Franco-Ontarians, most notably
in Ottawa. While Berlin’s Germans watched such developments warily, prior to the First World
War, they were not subjected to the same draconian measures as the Franco-Ontarians. Although
the Germans only sought to have individual classes in German, rather than the entire curriculum
to be taught in their language as the Franco-Ontarians demanded, after Inspector Pearce’s initial
report in 1900, until the First World War, their right to this was never again called into question.
During this period, therefore, the rights that Berlin’s Germans enjoyed as citizens surpassed those
of other groups who were also included as citizens, such as French Canadians. Germans joined
British Canadians as first class citizens.

While Berlin’s Germans enjoyed the full rights of citizenship, their duties as citizens were
seldom tested. Prior to the First World War, these duties were only vaguely defined as
contributing to Canada’s growth and prosperity. This they fulfilled by virtue of their racial status.
The Boer War, however, provided a concrete test of their duties. Loyal Canadians were expected
to jump to the defense of the British Empire. Unlike the First World War which required an all-
encompassing effort, the Boer War was a more limited engagement. Berlin therefore had only a
single volunteer, Herman Quirmbach the local telegraph operator, accepted for duty. His sending
off was accompanied by a parade and rally at the train station where he was presented with one

hundred dollars in gold, raised by subscription from Berlin’s citizens.

208 «The Big Sangerfest,” Globe (Toronto), 14 August 1897.
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The defensive tone struck by Berlin’s newspapers in reporting on this event demonstrates
that in this instance, Germans were seen, in the eyes of some, as potentially disloyal and therefore
deficient in their duties as citizens. The newspapers defended the place of Germans as Canadian
citizens, arguing that they were just as loyal as Canadians of British ancestry and were just as
enthusiastic in supporting the war effort. The Berlin News Record mentioned several times that
Quirmbach was a German Canadian fighting for the British Empire. The News Record also
posited that it was not just Quirmbach who was doing his duty as a citizen but the entire town
through its rousing demonstration of support for the war during the send-off.?*® As well, the
Berliner Journal stated that if parades and waving flags and donations of money were evidence
of patriotism, “then nobody may question that Berlin, which from some places is unjustifiably
criticized, is loyal through and through.”**® Speeches made during the rally were similarly
defensive. Mayor John Eden stated that the rally should dispel any rumours of disloyalty.
Quirmbach also addressed the crowd and declared, “of German parentage, a citizen of Berlin all
my life and for many years coming in daily contact with its business men, | know | am bidding
farewell to a loyal and large hearted class of people who are deeply interested in the welfare of
the British subjects of the Queen, wherever they may be.”?!

Contrary to Mayor Eden’s prediction, accusations of disloyalty aimed at Berlin and its
German population did not abate after Quirmbach’s lavish departure. Newspapers responded by
publicizing Berlin’s contributions to patriotic causes such as the Red Cross. This, they
maintained, was a practical demonstration of their loyalty and fulfillment of their duties as

citizens.?? Red Cross Commissioner G. Sterling Ryerson seemed to agree. In July 1900, he wrote

29 «“The Soldier’s Farewell,” Berlin News Record, 3 January 1900.
210 «“patriotische Demonstration,” Berliner Journal, 4 January 1900.
21 «“The Soldier’s Farewell,” Berlin News Record, 3 January 1900.
212 «Good Work,” Berlin News Record, 15 February 1900.
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to Reverend von Pirch and praised what Berlin’s Germans had done to support the Red Cross
stating, “It is gratifying to know the sympathy of our German fellow citizens as well as their
practical way of showing it

This was not the only time that their place as citizens was contested. Although Anglo-
Canadians generally accepted Berlin’s Germans’ claim to citizenship, this acceptance was by no
means universal. The Berliner Journal hinted at ethnic tensions prior to the Dominion Day
celebrations in 1874 complaining that “conceited John Bull,” had accused Berlin’s Germans of
disloyalty despite the fact that they were the ones doing all the work to prepare for Canada’s
national holiday.?** The following year, the Berliner Journal again protested that if the Germans
in Berlin did not make preparations for Dominion Day or the Queen’s birthday, then nothing
would get done.?

Prior to the unveiling of the Kaiser’s bust in 1897, the Berlin Daily Telegraph published
an editorial which accused Berlin’s Germans of disloyalty. Perhaps because a celebration is
ephemeral, while a bronze statue is much more permanent, the right of Berlin’s Germans to
access this public space was not as readily conceded as before. The Berlin News Record,
however, rushed to the defence of the German community. In a series of editorials, the News
Record defended the place of Berlin’s Germans as loyal citizens against the criticism of the Daily
Telegraph, reiterating the two main themes of German ethnic identity.

Calling the editor of the Daily Telegraph “more British than John Bull,” the News Record
stated that the German community had never committed a disloyal act. Germans were law-
abiding and so when they decided to erect a memorial, they first sought permission from the

proper authorities. Demonstrating this approval, Prime Minister Laurier had even allowed the

213 A Tribute to Berlin’s Generosity,” Berlin News Record, 1 August 1900.
24 «“Dominion Tag,” Berliner Journal, 11 June 1874.
215 «“Dominion Tag,” Berliner Journal, 24 June 1875.
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bust into the country duty free. The News Record conceded that cries of disloyalty would have
been appropriate if the monument had been a bust of George Washington, a man who had fought
against the British, however, the man who the bust depicted was an ally of Britain, “beloved at
home and respected abroad.” A German therefore had a right to be proud of the great German
Empire, “even if he has chosen to become a Canadian citizen.” Furthermore, Berlin’s prosperity
showed that “the energetic Germans who laid its broad, substantial foundation,” were among the
most desirable people a young country such as Canada could seek out. The Germans had not only
demonstrated their value as citizens by contributing to Berlin’s success, they were even willing to
stand up if greater tests of their citizenship arose. The News Record praised the editor of the
Deutsche Zeitung, another local German-language newspaper, for his “manly utterance,”
proclaiming that the Germans were willing to defend, even with their lives, the “adopted
Fatherland,” if it was threatened. By contrast, the News Record speculated that those who were
loudest in criticizing the German community would do the least to defend their country.**®

The German community responded by thanking the News Record “for having defined
their position with regard to their citizenship and their motive in erecting the Peace Memorial.”
Seeing that its initial view was not widely accepted, a chastened Daily Telegraph conceded that
999 of every 1,000 Germans were loyal and it should not have attacked them indiscriminately.**’
Once the festival was over, the Berliner Journal offered its own retort to the Daily Telegraph
stating that the British and German flags flying side by side throughout the festival were, “an

example for the handful of ‘jingoes’ in Berlin!”#®

218 “The Loyalty of our German Citizens,” Berlin News Record, 31 July 1897; “A Manly Utterance,” Berlin News
Record, 5 August 1897; “The Peace Memorial,” Berlin News Record, 14 August 1897.

217 <A Jingo,” Berlin News Record, 3 August 1897.
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On May 26, 1914, the German flag that hung in Victoria Park was pulled down at night
by vandals. Local newspapers immediately condemned the act which they characterized as an
attack on the place of Germans as Canadian citizens. The News Record opined that the deed must
have been perpetrated by a “crass stranger,” since “anyone who knows what Berlin owes to its
citizens of German birth and extraction would never have committed it.”**® Much like for the
unveiling of the Kaiser’s bust, a letter to the editor of the News Record on “the flag incident,”
defended the place of Berlin’s Germans as Canadian citizens by asserting the compatibility of
German and British and discussing what Germans had done to foster Berlin’s prosperity. The
author, who wrote anonymously under the name “German-Canadian,” talked of what Germans
had done for Canada and Waterloo County. Germans, the author argued, had made Waterloo
County the best county in Ontario. Furthermore, authorities in Berlin had allowed the German
flag to fly in Victoria Park in recognition of their accomplishments and as a demonstration of the
esteem in which Germans were held. The author then pointed to the familial relationship between
the German and British royal families. He stated that when the flag was torn down, it had been
flying to honour the birthday of the late Queen Victoria. Tearing it down was therefore not only
an insult to the German community, it dishonoured the Queen’s memory.*?

These sentiments expressed by “German Canadian” had become common currency in
Berlin in the four plus decades since the Peace Festival. The outbreak of the First World War less
than two months later, however, rendered them untenable. During the tumultuous war years,
Anglo Canadians no longer readily conceded the place of Germans as Canadian citizens.
Members of the ethnic elite, then, were forced to reconfigure their ethnic identity in order to

reclaim their former status.

219 «“The Flag Incident,” Berlin News Record, 27 May 1914.
220 «“The Flag Incident,” Berlin News Record, 11 June 1914.
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Chapter 2: “We are of German descent, and are not ashamed of it,” 1914-1918

On August 12, 1914, the Berliner Journal issued a “call to the Germans of Ontario.”
Lamenting the worst-case scenario which had arisen, the editors reminded readers of the peace
and prosperity they had enjoyed in Canada. They beseeched Ontario’s Germans to “be calm, bear
the difficult time with dignity and while you are a true German, be thankful for the land you have
chosen and in which you have found a new homeland. Command duty and honour to show
ourselves worthy of our new homeland.” Difficult times did lay ahead. On August 22, 1914
vandals tore down the bust of Kaiser Wilhelm | in Victoria Park and tossed it into the adjacent
lake. This act, roundly condemned, proved to be a portent of what was to come. On March 18,
1915, the Berlin Public School Board voted 5-3 to eliminate German-language classes from the
curriculum. Along with the right to practice and maintain their language and culture, the Germans
also had some of the most basic rights as citizens, such as the right to vote and the right to
protection under the law, challenged during the war. Throughout the conflict, there were
numerous instances of riotous mobs or acts of vandalism directed at the city’s German
community. On February 15, 1916, soldiers of the 118" Battalion, which was being raised in
Berlin, as well as some civilians, raided the Concordia Club. They destroyed and burned much of
the property, and carried off the bust of Kaiser Wilhelm | which was being held out of sight in the
club’s storage room.? Those who participated in the raid were not punished; instead, an inquiry
laid blame on the club itself for supposedly being pro-German.® Less than one month later, on
March 4, 1916, members of the battalion assaulted a Lutheran minister whom they accused of

being disloyal. The ringleaders were given a suspended sentence rather than the fine of $100 and

L« Aufruf an die Deutschen in Ontario,” Berliner Journal, 12 August 1914.

2 «Soldiers Break Loose and Wreck German Club Rooms In Concordia Hall,” Berlin News Record, 16 February
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six months in jail the offense normally called for.* On May 19, 1916, citizens voted by a narrow
margin to change the name of the city. The following month, citizens selected the more patriotic
Kitchener as the replacement. The vote was marked by low turnout and a high number of ballots
spoiled in protest. Supporters of the name change used intimidation to prevent the opposition
from organizing a strong campaign, to scare opponents away from voting on the plebiscite, and
also prevent the opposition from having enough scrutineers to man the polls. Finally, the
supporters of the name change succeeded in getting many of the city’s residents declared aliens
and taken off the voters’ list for the plebiscite and the municipal elections the following January.
This was done in advance of the federal Wartime Elections Act of September 1917 which
disenfranchised those of enemy alien ancestry who had been naturalized for less than 15 years.”
Historians have characterized the First World War as a cataclysm which destroyed
Berlin’s German community, forcing Germans to assimilate into an Anglo-Canadian milieu. John
English and Kenneth McLaughlin argue that the First World War helped to break down
everything that had separated Berlin from the rest of Ontario and made it unique. They state that
“the war years had assured that Kitchener could never again be Berlin.”® Similarly, in his history
of the German Canadians of Waterloo County, Gottlieb Leibbrandt claims that the two world
wars “dismantled” the German community.” According to H. K. Kalbfleisch, the war simply

expedited a process of assimilation that was already well underway.?

* “Magistrate Weir Gives Sentence to Soldiers in Tappert Case,” Berlin News Record, 8 March 1916.
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® Gerhard Friesen also argues that the war destroyed the German community. He blames the Berliner Journal for
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| argue that in spite of the well-known events such as the name change or the destruction
of the Kaiser’s bust, the German community was not simply maligned, pushed to the margins and
forced to assimilate. Instead, the ethnic elite defended the place of Germans as Canadian citizens.
During the war years, the city was divided into two factions. These groups contested the meaning
of German ethnicity and Canadian citizenship on a daily basis in speeches, in print, in
courtrooms, in politics, and, quite often, physically in the streets. My portrayal of these forums as
places where the meaning of Canadian citizenship and German ethnicity were debated and
contested challenges Jeffrey Keshen’s argument that Canada’s communications networks, as well
as Canadians themselves, were more or less unified in their attitudes towards the war, its
prosecution, Canada’s place in the British Empire, and Germany.? In Berlin/Kitchener, one group
argued that loyalty to Canada and Britain required strict Anglo-conformity and vilified anyone
who insisted that German ethnicity was nothing to be ashamed of. The other group maintained
that ethnic Germans were loyal and valuable Canadian citizens and claimed that the principle of
British fair play encouraged tolerance for diversity. Interestingly, the two groups were not simply
divided according to ethnicity. There were many non-Germans who called for tolerance, while
some of the most ardent advocates of Anglo-conformity were themselves of German ancestry.

In her study of citizenship policy in Canada during the Second World War, lvana Caccia
states that wars create anxiety about a nation’s identity and “a heightened urge to reinforce its

cohesiveness, re-examine the imagined boundaries of its nationhood, and accelerate the process

industrial ethos, and the influence of anti-German propaganda circulating in Canada during the war. Herbert Karl
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of nation-building.”*® In his study of Guelph, Ontario, Lethbridge, Alberta, and Trois-Riviéres,
Quebec during the First World War, Robert Rutherdale asserts that the local level was “a crucial
plane of experience on which national-level ‘realities” were lived.”™* The conflict between the
Anglo-conformists and the German defenders in Berlin/Kitchener is an example of a national-
level reality, experienced at a local level. While the conflict in Berlin/Kitchener mirrored that
which occurred in other locales and nationally, it did not do so exactly. The practice of
citizenship in Berlin/Kitchener often deviated from the national definition in terms of who was
included and in reference to the rights and duties accruing to those deemed citizens.
Berlin/Kitchener was not the only city to experience such tensions and conflicts over the
presence of persons of enemy ancestry. Donald H. Avery states that across Canada enemy aliens,
particularly Austrians, “became the object of intense Anglo-Canadian hostility.”*? The anti-
German hysteria and attacks on the place of Germans as Canadian citizens witnessed in
Berlin/Kitchener therefore also occurred in other places across Canada. In Toronto, for example,
despite initial pleas of tolerance, lan Miller states that residents became increasingly agitated by
the presence of “enemy aliens.” Germans and Austrians were blamed for acts of mob violence
directed against them. Toronto city council also moved that any enemy aliens using seditious
language be deported, and that steps be taken to prevent them from immigrating to Canada

postwar.13 James Pitsula describes similar violent and repressive acts directed against Regina’s
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sizeable German population during the First World War.** Social reformers, Pitsula argues, also
equated the war in Europe with their own war at home to Canadianize foreigners.”® As in
Berlin/Kitchener, Regina experienced a conflict over foreign-language instruction in schools. In
the Regina debate, there was a consensus that schools should be used to enforce Anglo-
conformity. The dispute was over whether the process should be gradual or immediate.*

Berlin/Kitchener differed from other cities, however, in that ethnic Germans not only
formed a majority of the population, they had also won acceptance in the mainstream prior to the
war. The Germans of Berlin/Kitchener were not a powerless, marginalized ethnic group. Actions
against them could not be carried out indiscriminately. Instead, they occasioned debate over the
place of ethnic Germans as Canadian citizens, even if, as will be seen, the voice of dissent was
muffled, but not muzzled, by the war.
Defending German Ethnicity and Citizenship

The First World War rendered untenable many of the tenets of the ethnic identity which
Berlin’s leading Germans had employed over the previous four decades to legitimate their
acceptance as Canadian citizens. The Anglo-conformists presented Berlin’s Germans with the
option of retaining their ethnic identity and being vilified or abandoning it entirely and
assimilating. Many of Berlin’s Germans chose a third option. They reformulated the aspects of
their ethnic identity that were no longer acceptable, such as their celebration of the German
Empire, and retained what still worked in order to continue to claim a place for Germans as

Canadian citizens, demonstrating the plasticity of ethnic identity.

14 James M. Pitsula, For All We Have and Are: Regina and the Experience of the Great War (Winnipeg: University
of Manitoba Press, 2008), 39-43.
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Throughout the war, many of Berlin’s leading Germans continued to argue that Germans
were pioneers and nation builders who were responsible for building the city into a prosperous
industrial centre. Soon after the war began, the Berlin News Record published an editorial which
condemned the “busybodies” who called for Germans in Berlin and Waterloo County to be
arrested. The newspaper reminded its readers that “it is the descendants of German forebears who
have made Berlin and Waterloo what they are to-day and placed this riding at the forefront

" Two weeks later, after vandals tore down the Kaiser’s bust,

amongst Canadian communities.
the News Record wrote another editorial deploring this act of “rowdyism.” The News Record
defended the German community using gendered, racialized, and classed language to contrast the
Germans, who were ideal citizens, with those who were deficient. The editors accused the
perpetrators of lacking proper manhood. They claimed that the type of people who would commit
such an act did nothing to support the war effort or their own families who were “dependent on
their wives’ labors at the washtub.” By contrast, the Germans which these “miscreants” had
insulted, were model citizens and men. The editors claimed that German immigrants always
became loyal citizens of the country of their adoption, unlike lesser races such as “Jap”
immigrants who would gladly betray their new country. Returning to the tropes which had been
employed prior to the war, the News Record stated that it was “because of their industry, thrift,
and enterprise [Berlin] has forged to the front of Canadian cities even though it lacked natural
advantages.”™® The Berliner Journal likewise denounced this attack on the peaceful German

citizens whom the editors maintained had done as much as any other group to forge Canada into a

strong, healthy nation.*

7 «“The Waterloo Incident,” Berlin News Record, 8 August 1914.
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As the war dragged on, the editors of the Berliner Journal were forced to be much more
guarded in expressing their opinion for fear of being shut down. As Anne Lochte explains, the
Berliner Journal attempted to maintain a conciliatory approach and also made certain not to
exaggerate anti-German incidents so as to avoid provoking further ire. After the name change, the
newspaper printed fewer and fewer editorials and printed columns on innocuous topics such as
“On Getting Up Early.”?® This caution proved to be for naught. In October 1918 the government
banned publications in enemy languages by Order-in-Council. Debates in the city’s newspapers
over the place of Germans as Canadian citizens therefore took place primarily in the English-
language press. It was the News Record that took up the cause of defending the city’s Germans.
The News Record also became the mouthpiece for the Citizens’ League, a political party formed
in 1916 to defend the city’s German community. Conversely, the Daily Telegraph supported the
Anglo-conformists and in 1916 became the organ for this faction’s political party, the British
League.

In September 1914, the News Record stated that although the Kaiser and militarism were
deplorable, the German people themselves had many admirable qualities. Strangely, this editorial
still associated Berlin’s residents with the now-hated Kaiser. It continued claiming that “had it
not been for the thrifty, sturdy, efficient and ambitious immigrants from the Kaiser’s empire, the
northern part of this county would not be the important industrial centre that it is.”?! The News
Record responded to an accusation made by the London Advertiser that German Americans were
planning to invade Canada, by arguing that it was a characteristic of German immigrants in

Canada and the United States to become loyal, productive citizens of their adopted home. In the
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United States and across the British Empire, they were renowned for their industry, thrift, and
progressiveness which led them to surpass all other immigrants “in real worth and general
desirability.” Furthermore, the News Record asserted that communities such as London, Ontario,
“who do not have the good fortune to possess an asset of German citizenship do not know what
they are saying when they question their loyalty or worth.”??

Much of the content of these claims to be nation builders was thus little changed from the
prewar decades. What differed, however, was the tone. Prior to the war, Berlin’s Germans
asserted their place as proudly and confidently in public celebrations which affirmed their
Canadian citizenship. During the war, with their citizenship now being questioned, they did so
defensively in response to criticisms or attacks upon the community such as the change of the
city’s name, a symbolic rejection of the acceptance of Germans in the mainstream.

Agitation to change the name of Berlin had existed since the start of the war. It was not
until February 11, 1916, however, when a meeting was held to petition for a name change, that it
coalesced into an organized movement. To limit opposition, the meeting was not generally
advertised, although the organizers would subsequently claim that the meeting and its resolution
were representative of the will of Berlin’s citizens generally. Thus only three men who were
present—C. Asmussen, Louis Jacob Breithaupt, and Reverend J. Lynn—spoke up against the
proposal. Lynn, who was of English and Scottish ancestry, called changing the city’s name
“unjust and childish,” and argued that changing the city’s name would not change the fact that it
was a German settlement. He also reminded those present that Berlin’s prosperity was thanks to
the tireless industry of the German residents.?® In the aftermath of this meeting, the Berlin News

Record quickly came out against the proposed name change. The name of the city, the News

22 «Un-British Conduct,” Berlin News Record, 5 November 1914.
28 «“Wollen den Namen dndern,” Berliner Journal, 16 February 1916.
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Record claimed, was not meant to honour the capital of Prussia, but rather the thrift and industry
of the pioneers who founded Berlin and transformed it into “a great manufacturing hive in this
new land.”* A letter to the editor of the Berliner Journal by F. G. E. Williams also used the
achievements of Berlin’s Germans to oppose the name change. Williams, like Reverend Lynn a
non-German, argued that even the greatest “German hater” had to admit that Germans were
responsible for Berlin’s success and prosperity. Like the News Record, he implored the city’s
residents to honour the pioneers who built the city by preserving its name.”

In February 1916, William Henry Breithaupt wrote a lengthy letter opposing the name
change which was published in the News Record, the Daily Telegraph, and the Berliner Journal.
Tellingly, Breithaupt began his defence of the city’s name by outlining the Berlin’s history dating
back to its founding at the start of the nineteenth century. Burnishing the Germans’ credentials as
pioneers who opened up Canada’s interior, he stated that when the Pennsylvania Germans first
arrived in 1800, they established the farthest inland settlement in Upper Canada at the time.
While these hardy settlers were responsible for laying the foundations for civilization in the
middle of the wilderness, Breithaupt credited the Germans who began to arrive from Germany in
1819 and their descendants with transforming this frontier settlement into a thriving industrial
centre. The fact that Berlin’s Germans in the present were the descendants of these “men of
energy and large undertakings,” gave their argument for retaining the city’s name greater
legitimacy according to Breithaupt. By contrast, he argued that the majority of those who wished
to change the city’s name were newcomers whose families had not been involved in Berlin’s

growth for more than their own generation.?®

24 “Changing the name of the City,” Berlin News Record, 14 February 1916.

% «“Berlin oder---?” Berliner Journal, 16 February 1916.

% «The Proposed Change of the City’s Name,” Berlin News Record, 26 February 1916; “Communications,” Berlin
Daily Telegraph, 26 February 1916; “Der Name unserer Stadt,” Berliner Journal, 1 March 1916.
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The German defenders continued to trumpet their status as the founders of the city’s
prosperity even after the vote to change the city’s name had passed. By asserting their claim to
citizenship, the German defenders objected to the violence, intimidation, and disfranchisement of
long-standing residents which helped to secure the vote’s passage. On July 2, 1916, shortly after
Kitchener was selected as the new name for the city, the Berlin News Record claimed that
because of the turmoil surrounding the name change, four “old and good families” had left Berlin
while others were considering following suit. The families had come from “the class which forms
the bone and sinew of our industrial forces and who have played such an important part in the up-
building of Berlin.”?" At the same time, factory owner George Lang protested that the name-
change election was unfair as men who had been resident in Berlin for more than 40 years had
been prevented from voting. Like William Henry Breithaupt, he attempted to discredit the name
change supporters by claiming that they were “a few light weights who are newcomers to the
city,” and had not been involved in Berlin’s growth.28 At a meeting of the Citizens’ League
during the heated civic election campaign in December 1916, speakers reiterated their status as
nation builders in their defence of the city’s Germans. Aldermanic candidate A. L. Bitzer
declared that the British League’s slogan “Protect Your City,” was a farce. After all, the British
League had done nothing to protect the homes of men like William Henry Breithaupt who had
opposed the name change or to protect German cultural institutions such as the Concordia Club.
The British League, he stated, wanted to erase the city’s past. Bitzer railed that the British League
wanted citizens “to forget the Breithaupts, the Langs and the Krugs who came here and started

our industries.” He maintained that these great men should be celebrated.®

2T «To the Aldermen of the City,” Berlin News Record, 2 July 1916.

%8 “Mr. G. C. H. Lang Alleges That Election on By-Law to Change the Name of City Was Unfair,” Berlin Daily
Telegraph, 12 July 1916.

9 «“Food For Thought is Given The Electors By Citizens’ League,” News Record (Kitchener), 30 December 1916.
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In defending their place as Canadian citizens, the role that the city’s Germans claimed in
local and Canadian history remained largely intact during the war years. But as their adopted
homeland was now at war with Germany, Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans were required to redefine
their own relationship with the old fatherland as well as the relationship between it on the one
hand and Canada and Britain on the other. Prior to the war, the city’s Germans celebrated the
success of the German Empire, which they claimed demonstrated the positive qualities they
brought with them to Canada. During the war rather than denying their ethnicity,
Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans sought to divorce German achievements in the arts and sciences
from the now-vilified Kaiser and Prussian militarism which they blamed for starting the war.

Shortly after the war began, in August 1914, William Henry Schmalz was interviewed by
the Kingston Standard during his visit to the city. In the interview, he was asked how Berlin,
Ontario’s Germans felt about the war. In his response, Schmalz made a distinction between the
innocent German people and the Prussian warlords who were responsible for starting the war and
oppressing their own people. Schmalz stated that the city’s Germans all wished England to win
the war and bring to Germany the freedoms enjoyed by those in the British Empire. Germany, he
added, had been a leader in many fields such as art and science, however its people were
burdened by having to support the military.*

In February 1915, as a sign of support for the country’s citizens of German origins, Prime
Minister Robert Borden invited W. G. Weichel, the German-Canadian Member of Parliament for
Waterloo North, to deliver the response to the throne speech. After discussing the war, business
conditions, and agriculture in Canada, he then turned to the German Canadians. Weichel
reiterated the belief that the Germans had been integral to Berlin’s prosperity and that their thrift

and frugality made Germans the most desirable citizens. Germans, he argued, should not be made

%0 «Sees Germany as a Republic,” Berlin News Record, 21 August 1914.
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to forsake their heritage, any more than a person of English, Scottish, Irish, or French descent
should be made to forsake theirs. As Schmalz had done, he distinguished between the German
people and the war’s Prussian perpetrators. German Canadians, he said, “are proud of the race
from which they sprung,” with its great achievements in science, art, music, and literature. They
were proud, he stated, to come from the land of Goethe, Schiller, Mozart, and Wagner, but they
were not proud of the invasion of Belgium or the atrocities Germany had committed. German
immigrants came to Canada to escape from Prussian militarism, and were now eager for “the
obliteration of this curse which has been weighing so heavily on Europe for so many years.”31

At a recruitment rally in Berlin in December 1915, Minister of Agriculture Martin Burrell
spoke of citizenship. All Canadian citizens, he claimed, shared a set of ideals and so they should
all feel and act as one in doing their duty and supporting the war effort. Legitimating the place of
Germans as Canadian citizens, he stated that they were not at war with the Germany of
Beethoven, Schiller, Goethe, or south Germany. Rather, the fight was with Prussia which was
corrupt going back to Frederick the Great. Echoing Burrell’s comments, a subsequent speaker
added that the Germans in Canada differed from those overseas for one crucial reason:
militarism.* At a rally during the federal election campaign in 1917, Union candidate W. G.
Weichel was forced to defend the Wartime Elections Act which took the right to vote away from
many Kitchener residents. Weichel asserted that the Act, which he had supported, was aimed at
the Germans in the west whose loyalties were dubious, rather than the stalwart residents of
Kitchener. He had in fact helped many Kitchener residents to obtain their citizenship papers.

Kitchener’s Germans, he said, were “pioneers” who came “not from the Germany of today, but

L «W. G. Weichel’s Splendid Address in the House of Commons,” Berlin News Record, 9 February 1915.
%2 «Strong Appeals Made to Twin City’s Young Manhood,” Berlin News Record, 8 December 1915.
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the Germany of Beethoven, Motzart [sic], Goethe, Schiller,” and who laid the foundations of the
City’s prosperity and intermarried with the British.*

Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans also alleged that the reason their families had left Germany
was to escape the tyranny and oppression of the Prussian warlords. In September 1914, after an
article in the Buffalo Express falsely claimed that German Canadians’ homes and assets were
being seized by the government, W. G. Weichel defended the liberty of British institutions which
guaranteed German Canadians the same rights as English, Scottish, and Irish Canadians. He
argued that “the majority of the original German settlers came to Canada to escape the burdens of
militarism in their native land and settled in Canada because it offered them better opportunities
and guaranteed freedom and constitutional government.” The city’s Germans were thankful for
these rights and therefore had no desire to aid the Kaiser.** Welcoming Sam Hughes to Berlin in
September 1915, Mayor J. E. Hett pointed to the ethnicity of the majority of the city’s citizens,
himself included. He said that “their forefathers came to Canada many years ago to escape
militarism and to find liberty under the British flag.”® Significantly, speakers claimed that
coming to Canada specifically was a deliberate choice. The Germans of Berlin/Kitchener chose
the freedom offered by British institutions in Canada over oppression in Germany and also above
living anywhere else, such as the United States. Arthur Hawkes, a well-known British-born
journalist, therefore wrote in the News Record in November 1916 that Waterloo County’s
Germans, although “of pure German blood,” were “all-the-way Canadians,” and fully British.*®

In his letter to the editor opposing the city’s name change, William Henry Breithaupt

defiantly declared “We are of German descent, and are not ashamed of it.” After all, Berlin’s

% «“Union Govt. Speakers Accorded a Splendid Reception Last Night,” News Record (Kitchener), 8 December 1917.
34 «“Mr. Weichel’s Reply,” Berlin News Record, 8 September 1914.

% «Address of Welcome Presented to Canada’s Minister of Militia,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 17 September 1915.

% «German-Canadians Have Difficulties,” News Record (Kitchener), 4 November 1916.
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Germans had not supported the Kaiser but had instead come to Canada seeking freedom.
Breithaupt argued that the Germans who came to Berlin were “of the class of Germans who
fought for representative government in 1848.”%" The Citizens’ League likewise argued that
Berlin’s Germans were the descendants of the failed revolutionaries of 1848. In a column in the
News Record responding to accusations of “Prussianism” by the British League, the Citizens’
League retorted that there was not a single German of Prussian origins in Kitchener. They had all
come from other German states such as Hessen and Wiirttemberg. The city’s Germans, the
Citizens’ League argued, came to Canada “after the unsuccessful revolution of 1848 because they
loved democracy, rather than military despotism, and still more after the Franco-Prussian war of
1870 because they objected to the resulting Prussian hegemony in Germany.”* Having lived and
suffered under Prussian despotism, Berlin’s Germans thus had a greater appreciation for the
freedom and liberty of British institutions. As the descendants of the revolutionaries of 1848, they
were, in fact, the greatest champions of the cause of liberty.

Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans seemed to be unaware that exalting the post-1848 immigrants
as the heart and soul of the community actually contradicted their claim to be Berlin’s charter
group and the founders of the city’s prosperity. It also had little basis in historical fact. Germans
from Europe began to arrive in Berlin as early as 1819, and by 1848 Berlin already had a
significant European German, as opposed to Pennsylvania Dutch, community. Heinz Lehman
argues that the political refugees after the failed revolutions, known as “forty-eighters,”
overwhelmingly chose to migrate to the United States where they became the intellectual leaders

of the German community.*® Similarly, in his history of German immigration to Canada,

37 “The Proposed Change of the City’s Name,” Berlin News Record, 26 February 1916; “Communications,” Berlin
Daily Telegraph, 26 February 1916; “Der Name unserer Stadt,” Berliner Journal, 1 March 1916.

% «“The Citizens’ League A Reply to T. H. Rieder,” News Record (Kitchener), 21 October 1916.

% Kalbfleisch, German Language Press, 109.
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Jonathan Wagner states that those who did come to Canada after 1848 had economic, “not
religious, political, or adventuresome,” motivations for leaving the German states. As for the
claim that they chose Canada because they yearned for the liberty of British institutions, Wagner
argues that Germans at the time had a “deep-seated ignorance of Canada and things Canadian,”
viewing it as a barren, frozen wasteland. Canada therefore only received a small fraction of the
migrants who left Germany. Of the German immigrants who landed in Canada, only one third
chose to remain there. The majority went on to the United States, the preferred destination for
European immigrants. Those who remained in Canada often did so because of sheer
happenstance. Some got sick or ran out of money, preventing their travelling onwards. Others
simply liked what they found in Canada and chose to stay. These were much more prosaic
reasons than high-minded political ideals.*

This disavowal of the German Empire and consequent embrace of the revolutionaries of
1848 was a significant revision of how Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans had previously defined their
ethnic identity. The fact that they had previously hailed the Kaiser as an agent of peace and
claimed that he embodied the virtues of the German people was seemingly erased from the
collective memory of the German community. On January 27, 1915, the Berlin News Record
reported that Kaiser Wilhelm II’s birthday was “marked by severe fighting” in Europe. There was
no mention that one year previously in Berlin, Ontario the occasion was marked by a lavish
banquet.** Two days later, on January 29, 1915, the Concordia Club held a concert to celebrate
the opening of the club’s new quarters. The concert was attended by Mayor Hett, W. G. Weichel,
and C. H. Mills, the member of provincial parliament for Waterloo North. Their speeches

avoided the war and instead praised the Concordia Club for its progress. The songs they sang,

“0 Jonathan Wagner, A History of Migration from Germany to Canada, 1850-1939 (Toronto: UBC Press, 2006), 24-
27.
* «“Kaiser’s Birthday Marked By Severe Fighting,” Berlin News Record, 27 January 1915.
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though German, were romantic and pastoral rather than patriotic, with names such as “On the
Beautiful Blue Danube,” and “Whispering Woods.” The evening, of course, still ended dutifully
with the singing of “God Save the King,” but there were none of the patriotic German anthems
and toasts to the Kaiser that were fixtures at such events prior to the war.** The only instance
where a defender of the city’s Germans acknowledged their previous celebration of the German
Empire was to highlight the absurdity of those who wished to change the city’s name. During an
especially acrimonious meeting of the city council discussing the name change issue in April
1916, Alderman J. Reid pointed out that most of the leaders of the name change movement were
members of the Board of Trade which before the war had opened its annual banquet with the
singing of “Die Wacht am Rhein.” The only response that Alderman Irvin Master, a member of
the British League, could muster was to lamely say, “That was two years ago.”*?

Between 1870 and the outbreak of the First World War, the city’s Germans had never
claimed any connection, either ideological or ancestral, with the revolutionaries of 1848. Prior to
1870, the Berliner Journal and other German-language newspapers in Berlin were occasionally
critical of the oppressive atmosphere in Prussia but this was all quickly forgotten in the
excitement, optimism, and confidence that accompanied German unification and the great Peace
Festival of May 2, 1871 in Berlin.** Berlin’s Germans were by no means alone in this respect.
Alison Clark Efford argues that although German immigrants in the United States had been
supporters of the 1848 Revolutions, they got swept up in the enthusiasm for German unification

and distanced themselves from the liberal nationalism which they previously espoused and which

*2 The names of the songs in German were “An der schénen blauen Donau,” and “Waldesfliistern.” “Concordia Hall
Opened With Excellent Program,” Berlin News Record, 30 January 1915; “Entertainment at Concordia Hall,” Berlin
News Record, 5 May 1915.

* «City Council Decides to Make Another Appeal to the Ontario Legislature For Permission to Change Name of the
City,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 18 April 1916.

* Lynn Elizabeth Richardson, A Facile Pen: John Motz and the Berliner Journal, 1859-1911 (M.A. Thesis:
University of Waterloo, 1991), 88; Kalbfleisch, German Language Press, 36.
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had been used to support black citizenship and enfranchisement in the United States. “Proud of
Germany’s manifest might,” she states, “German Americans would toy with a model of national
greatness that privileged racial hierarchy over individual rights.”45

Prior to the war, they had portrayed Germany as being free from divisions of geography,
religion, or politics, but Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans now made a distinction between Germans
from Prussia and those coming from other parts of Germany. Furthermore, William Henry
Breithaupt argued that although Berlin, Germany, was “the head centre of the forces and
influences that began the war,” it was also the centre of the Social Democratic party which
desired a more liberal Germany and was steadily increasing in influence and popularity. The
discriminatory German electoral system meant that the party’s miniscule representation in the
Reichstag belied their actual support. One of the chief reasons that Germany started the war then,
Breithaupt claimed, was to staunch the growing discontent being spread by the Social
Democrats.*® Prior to the war, the city’s Germans avoided any association between themselves
and socialism or labour unrest. Now, however, the Social Democrats were held as evidence that
not all Germans, and perhaps not even all Prussians, were corrupted by militarism.

Prior to the war, Berlin’s Germans reconciled their German ethnicity with Canada’s
Anglo-conformist identity by positing that the German and British people were two parts of the
same whole, bound together by race and shared ideals. Now, however, these two nations which
had been held as pillars of civilization were locked in a savage conflict, which even the Germans

of Berlin/Kitchener blamed on the Kaiser. Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans grappled with this

uncomfortable fact by portraying the war as an aberration. Germany and Britain did in fact share

** Alison Clark Efford, German Immigrants, Race, and Citizenship in the Civil War Era (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2013), 9-14.

% «The Proposed Change of the City’s Name,” Berlin News Record, 26 February 1916; “Communications,” Berlin
Daily Telegraph, 26 February 1916; “Der Name unserer Stadt,” Berliner Journal, 1 March 1916.
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a special bond. It was only recently that Germany had become corrupted by Prussian militarism
and turned its back on its natural ally Britain, perverting the natural order.

Initially, the Berlin News Record depicted the break between Germany and Britain as a
very recent phenomenon. In its editorial condemning the vandalism of the Kaiser’s bust in
August 1914, the Berlin News Record stated that the culprits had foolishly vented their anger at
the current Kaiser by defacing a statue of his grandfather who was “the friend of Great Britain
and Queen Victoria whose son wedded her daughter.” The now toppled statue was meant to
remind citizens of the good qualities of Kaiser Wilhelm | which they should strive to emulate.*’
The militarism that infected the German royal family was therefore a product of the current
generation. While the Berlin Public School Board was discussing how best to teach the war and
patriotism to students in September 1914, the Berlin News Record reprinted an editorial from the
Globe titled “Canadian Schools and the War.” The editorial argued that schools should not teach
students to hate the Germans for the simple fact that “Germans are the natural friends of Britain
and Canada.” Furthermore, schools that promoted racial animosity produced bad citizens. The
editorial provided the example of the United States where students had been taught to hate
Britain, holding back relations between the two nations.*®

As blame for the war spread from the Kaiser specifically to Prussia more generally,
Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans and their defenders traced the genesis of Prussia’s corruption to
German unification and sought to establish a connection between Germany and Britain which
predated the creation of the Prussian-dominated German Empire. To this end, the Napoleonic
Wars which the city’s Germans had touted before the war, took on an increased importance as

proof of a special bond between the two nations. At a September, 1914 Canadian Patriotic Fund

* «“Rowdyism,” Berlin News Record, 24 August 1914.
“8 “The School Board’s Sensible Action,” Berlin News Record, 23 September 1914,
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rally, W. D. Euler, H. L. Janzen, and George Rumpel all declared that while they were of German
ancestry, they were loyal Canadians and British subjects. In a speech reminiscent of that
delivered by John Motz at the unveiling of the Kaiser’s bust in 1897, Hugh Guthrie, Member of
Parliament from Guelph, argued that everyone should feel something for the land of their
ancestors. If they did not, they were not good citizens. Guthrie then reminded those present that
England and Germany had been allies at the Battle of Waterloo and placed the blame for the rift
between the two on the Kaiser, absolving the German people of any guilt.*® At a Berlin Board of
Trade picnic in 1915, H. E. Cockin likewise stated that Britain and Germany had been allies in
the past and that Germany even regarded Britain as a teacher. Germany, however, became
corrupted after unification and its historians re-wrote the past to portray Britain as the villain.*

In his letter to the editor objecting to the name change, William Henry Breithaupt argued
that Berlin was not named after the capital of the German Empire because there was no German
Empire at the time. When Berlin, Ontario, was given its name, he claimed, “Berlin, Germany,
was recovering from the ravages of the Napoleonic wars in which her citizens had fought, and
finally conquered, side by side with the British.”>* On September 2, 1916, one day after the name
of the city was officially changed to Kitchener, William Henry Breithaupt wrote another letter to
the editor of the News Record to correct an article which had appeared the previous day in the
Daily Telegraph. The article to which he objected claimed that Berlin was named to honour the
settlers who came from Prussia. Breithaupt disagreed and stated that all of Berlin’s settlers came

from central and southern German states such as Hessen, Baden, Wirttemberg, and Alsace.

*9 “Great Enthusiasm at the Patriotic Fund Meeting at Auditorium,” Berlin News Record, 28 September 1914.

%0 The picnic took place in the Victoria Park pavilion which was decorated with Union Jacks and Canadian flags.
Those present sang “O Canada,” “The Maple Leaf,” “Rule Brittania,” and “God Save the King.” There was no
mention that such events prior to the war included patriotic German songs and symbols. “First Board of Trade Picnic
Enjoyable Affair,” Berlin News Record, 29 July 1915.
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106



Ph.D. Thesis — M.N. Coschi; McMaster University — History

Strangely, although he felt the need to distinguish between Germans from Prussia and other
states, he insisted that bearing the name of the Prussian capital was nothing to be ashamed of.
Alluding to the Napoleonic Wars, he stated that the name Berlin, “was deliberately chosen as
being the most distinguished German place name; a name moreover in high favor in England at
the time as pertaining to good friends, near relatives of the reigning house, and recent allies.”®
His reference to the relationship between the British and German royal families was something
which was seldom mentioned during the war.

At the same time that they tried to reconcile their German ethnicity and Canada’s British
identity, the city’s Germans also articulated a vision of Canada which saw German and British
Canadians together helping to create a new, unique national identity, independent of Britain or
any other nation. An editorial in the Berlin News Record shortly after the war began discussed the
part that Canada would play in this European war. Highlighting the distinction between Canada
and Europe, the News Record claimed that Canadians who had enjoyed a century of peace could
not understand why civilized people would choose to go to war. The News Record recognized,
however, that Canada would inevitably be dragged into the conflict and so hoped to avoid any of
the conflicts which would arise if those who were of British and German descent forgot “that the
quarrel in Europe is none of their making.” The editor beseeched readers to remember that they
“are Canadians all and happy and progressive under the flag.” The editor also called on those of
British origins, “to remember that Canada had invited the peoples of other nations to cast their
lots with them and to assist them in making this Dominion a great and prosperous country.”>®

The harmony and progress produced by this mingling of races in Canada stood in stark

contrast to the conflict in Europe. James E. Kerr told the Waterloo Historical Society in

52 «A Local Historian Corrected,” News Record (Kitchener), 2 September 1916.
>3 “The War in Europe,” Berlin News Record, 3 August 1914.
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November 1914, that the early history of Waterloo County featured men of British and German
origins who “lived together not only without quarreling with one another, but grew to have such
mutual respect and friendship that in the course of time they became one people.” During his
response to the throne speech, W. G. Weichel acknowledged that the subject of German
Canadians was perhaps a “delicate” topic. He felt, however, that he was speaking to “broad-
minded men who desire, above everything else, the unification of all races throughout Canada
into one harmonious whole,” as opposed to replicating the European war in Canada. Weichel’s
subsequent mention of English, Irish, Scottish, and French Canadians as people who, along with
German Canadians, were entitled to feel proud of their ancestry, demonstrates that his idea of a
harmonious union of “all” races in Canada was limited to white northern Europeans.*
Emphasizing that they were now a distinctly Canadian people also helped the Germans to
divorce themselves from the Kaiser and Prussian militarism. William Henry Breithaupt asked,
“What is it that gives a name character or nationality?” He answered that it was “long
association.” Guelph and Hanover, names associated with the British royal family, were initially
German but had long become English. Because of its hundred years of history, Berlin, Ontario,
he thus claimed, was a Canadian and not a German name. Turning to the city’s residents, he
asserted that although they were of German descent, “we are not Germans nor are we German-
Canadians or any variety of Germans or part Germans.” Breithaupt declared that they were not
hyphenates but Canadians through and through “and yield not an iota, to anyone, in devotion to

our country and to the ideals of the British Empire.”*® Although Canada was its own nation, it

was inspired by, and was the heir to the mantle of, the British Empire.
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On March 3, 1916, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church entertained members of the 118"
Battalion. Reverend W. C. Bdse addressed the troops, and lamented that some people felt that
Berlin, and Lutherans in particular, were disloyal. He countered that eighty percent of his
congregation was Canadian born. He further stated that ninety percent of his congregation spoke
“a language that would be understood in Berlin, Germany as little as in London.” They were, in
fact, “so thoroughly Canadian that they do not speak English nor German but a Canadian dialect
which is understood only by themselves.”® Barbara Lorenzkowski argues that before the First
World War, the ethnic elite in Berlin disparaged the local dialect and instead encouraged a “pure”
German which evoked the greatness of the German Empire.”® During the war, however, Bose
celebrated the local dialect which demonstrated distance from the now-hated German Empire.

This tension between seeing Canada as a British nation or something unique in its own
right was not limited to Berlin/Kitchener. The First World War may have been a time when
Canadians readily jumped to the defence of Britain, but it also gave Canadians a greater sense of
pride and independence as a nation.*® Within Berlin/Kitchener, therefore, this duality also
extended to the Anglo-conformists as well. In the spring of 1916, Berlin’s newspapers received
countless letters from readers with suggestions for new names for the city. Many of the names
nominated highlighted a desire for Canada to remain a British nation. Along with Kitchener, local
citizens also suggested Briton, Birmingham, and Cavell after the British nurse who was captured
and executed by the Germans. Several readers, however, called for a name that was “purely

Canadian.” Many of these suggestions appropriated First Nations names and words. One reader

57 «Ladies of St. Paul’s Church Entertain Boys of Battalion,” Berlin News Record, 4 March 1916.
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offered Mohawk City as a suitable name. Another proposed Tamakawa. This was apparently the
“Indian” word for beaver representing the city’s reputation as an industrial centre.®
Doing Their Bit: Publicizing German Contributions to the War Effort

During the war years, contributing to the immediate crisis was a more important measure
of citizenship than contributing to the long-term process of nation building. This message was
stressed repeatedly in Berlin’s schools which were responsible for raising the next generation of
citizens. On Empire Day, 1915, Reverend J. W. J. Andrew told Berlin’s schoolchildren that “true

9561

citizenship means service and sacrifice.””" The following month, the city’s schools held a major

fundraising campaign called “self-sacrifice week.” This campaign, which garnered $80 in
donations, was to teach students “a lesson in practical patriotism.”62

Contributions to the war effort came in the form of general enthusiasm for the cause, in
money and material goods for patriotic causes, and, of course, in enlistment. During the Boer
War, Berlin’s Germans argued that the enlistment of Herman Quirmbach, his lavish send-off, and
the community’s generous contributions to the Red Cross ably demonstrated their worth as
citizens. Now, however, the conflict was larger, the stakes higher, and the requisite contribution
was therefore much greater. Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans keenly publicized their contributions.
They advertised what they were doing far and wide to show their loyalty and to defend their place
as citizens by arguing that they were doing their bit to support the war effort.

At the start of the war, Berlin and its residents were criticized for not displaying enough

enthusiasm. The Daily Telegraph censured the city for not flying the Union Jack over city hall

% Most of the names submitted fell under three categories: British names, “purely Canadian” names, and newly
created words arrived at by rearranging or combining other names and words such as Berlyn (same pronunciation,
different spelling), Bercana (Berlin plus Canada), Adanac (Canada spelled backwards). See, for example: “Why A
Canadian Berlin?” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 2 February 1916; Berlin News Record, 23 February 1916; “Suggests
Mohawk City,” Berlin News Record, 2 March 1916; “Re New Name For Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 8 March
1916.

®! “Empire Day Celebration Big Success,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 27 May 1915.

62 «Berlin Children Give Generously,” Waterloo Chronicle-Telegraph, 24 June 1915.
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and the post office and for not having a formal send-off for the city’s first wave of recruits.®® To
avoid incurring further criticism, city council held a special session to plan the send-off for the
second contingent and the mayor asked schools and businesses to close for two hours so that they
could participate.®* Ignoring the fact that the city council had met to plan this event, the Berlin
News Record described the ensuing celebration as a “spontaneous outpouring of the citizens of
Berlin,” who “never [do] things by halves.”®® The News Record thereby suggested that this
celebration was an expression of genuine feeling and not a spectacle orchestrated by the city to
sidestep criticism. In September, 1915, prior to a visit to Berlin by Minister of Militia Sam
Hughes, the Berlin News Record called on “you Mr. Citizen” to ensure he received a proper
welcome.®® After Hughes’ visit, a satisfied Berlin Daily Telegraph reported that the hearty
greeting demonstrated the citizenship and loyalty of Berlin and Waterloo County.®’

German cultural institutions such as the Concordia Club and German-language churches
hosted patriotic gatherings and rallies to demonstrate their support for the war effort. At the same
time, many of them scaled back their operations in recognition of the gravity of the crisis. In
October, 1915, the Concordia Club hosted a “Sergeant’s Smoker” for the 118" Battalion. The
club had halted operations the previous May but temporarily re-opened for this event.®® The
Concordia Club portrayed their closing, which was agreed upon by a unanimous vote, as an

expression of loyalty to Canada and support for the war effort rather than an admission of guilt.%

83 «“Where are Berlin’s Flags?” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 10 August 1914; “What Will Berlin Do for Her Boys?”
Berlin Daily Telegraph, 17 August 1914.

% «City Council in Special Session,” Berlin News Record, 26 October 1914.

8 «Spontaneous Outpouring of the Citizens of Berlin to Give Soldier Boys Great Send-Off,” Berlin News Record, 27
October 1914.

% «Arrangements Are Made For Reception,” Berlin News Record, 16 September 1915,

87 “General Sir Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia Predicts Canadian Soldiers Will March Home Triumphant Over the
Enemy Within a Year,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 18 September 1915.

%8 “Sergeant’s Smoker Draws Big Crowd Varied Program,” Berlin News Record, 29 October 1915.

In February, 1916, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church held a dinner for the soldiers of the 1 18" Battalion. The reverend,
Dr. H. A. Sperling spoke, praising the Union Jack, Britain, and freedom. “Concordia Society Voluntarily Closes Its
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At the reception for Hughes in September 1915, W. G. Weichel asked the crowd gathered
in Berlin’s auditorium the question: “What is loyalty?” He answered that it was not just flag
waving, but concrete action, contributing men and money to the cause.”® From the very beginning
of the war, Berlin’s Germans were determined to show that their enthusiasm was matched with
the action that Weichel stated was a requirement of citizenship. On August 31, 1914, the Berlin
News Record suggested that the city should raise $20 000 for the Canadian Patriotic Fund and
vowed to publish the names of everyone who contributed. The headline to this article, “To Prove
the Loyalty of Ontario Teuton,” revealed the intent of the News Record in doing so.”* In an
editorial a few days later, the News Record urged readers to contribute and provide “practical
proof that Berlin citizens appreciate the freedom, the opportunities and the protection of the flag
under which they have lived and prospered.”’? On September 4, two hundred citizens gathered to
form the Berlin branch of the Canadian Patriotic Fund. The speakers at the meeting stressed that
the formation of the Berlin branch was a clear demonstration of the city’s loyalty. The fund’s
executive which included seven men of German descent appeared to support these claims.”

Although the primary purpose of the Canadian Patriotic Fund was to raise money for
soldiers’ families, from the beginning, it was evident that the leaders of the Berlin branch had a
secondary goal of demonstrating the loyalty of the city’s Germans. At an early planning meeting,
vice president Louis Jacob Breithaupt declared that he wished to put himself on record “as a loyal

British subject of German descent.”’* Responding to accusations of disloyalty aimed at the

Club,” Berlin News Record, 14 May 1915; “A Commendable Action,” Berlin News Record, 14 May 1915; “St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church Gives Local Battalion Good Time,” Berlin News Record, 24 February 1916.

"% “Thousands Gather to Hear General Sir Sam Hughes,” Berlin News Record, 18 September 1915.

L “To Prove Loyalty of Ontario Teuton,” Berlin News Record, 31 August 1914.

"2 “Berlin’s Patriotic Fund,” Berlin News Record, 3 September 1914.

7 The executive included Louis Jacob Breithaupt (vice president), William Henry Schmalz (2™ vice president),
George Lang, W. D. Euler, George Rumpel, H. L. Janzen, Dr. J. F. Honsberger; “Magnificent Gathering of Two
Hundred Citizens in Behalf of Patriotic Fund,” Berlin News Record, 5 September 1914.

™ “Bnthusiastic Meeting of Officers of the Canadian Patriotic Fund,” Berlin News Record, 9 September 1914.
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Germans of his riding, W. G. Weichel pointed to the contributions to the CPF from Berlin which
he claimed were proportionally greater than Toronto.” In October, 1914, the Berlin branch even
sent a letter to Lord Kitchener, British War Secretary and future namesake of the city, to inform
him that this German settlement had raised the impressive sum of $50 627, and to declare, “our
German people want German Militarism smashed and the good German people set free to
establish a greater and better Germany.”’® Such trivial matters were beneath the concern of as
high-ranking an official as Lord Kitchener. The intent of the letter, however, was to generate
publicity in recognition of the contribution of Berlin’s Germans to the British cause.

The publicity campaign of the Berlin branch also drew attention from outside of Berlin,
garnering praise from newspapers in London, England.”” While speaking in Berlin, Minister of
Trade and Commerce Sir George Foster acknowledged the fulfillment of their duties as citizens
in peace and war. He stated that the loyalty and frugality of the German Canadians was already
well-known, however their spectacular contributions to the Canadian Patriotic Fund would help
to prove any “Doubting Thomases,” wrong.78 The Toronto Globe also praised the “intensely
patriotic” German Canadians in Berlin and printed the names of Berlin’s predominantly German
manufacturers who had made large donations to the fund.”

Berlin’s manufacturers also found another way of supporting the war effort. From the

start of the war, W. G. Weichel worked to secure government contracts for Berlin’s factories.®

> “W.G. Weichel Sets His Fellow-Canadians Right,” Berlin News Record, 30 September 1914

"® «“Total Now Reaches $50,627 With Plenty More to Come,” Berlin News Record, 7 October 1914; “Well Done,”
Berlin Daily Telegraph, 10 October 1914; “Berlin’s Canadian Patriotic Fund,” Berlin News Record, 26 October
1914; “The Canadian Patriotic Fund,” Berlin News Record, 29 October 1915; “Berlin’s Detractors,” Berlin News
Record, 6 October 1914.

T «“Berlin’s Splendid Subscription Touches John Bull’s Heart,” Berlin News Record, 9 October 1914,

78 “This is Not the Time to Sit Down and Let Things Right Themselves! --- Sir Geo. Foster,” Berlin News Record, 8
October 1914.

7 “Canadian Germans Intensely Patriotic,” Globe (Toronto), 6 October 1914.

8 «Good News for the Girls of Berlin,” Berlin News Record, 26 October 1914; “A Large Order for Buttons,” Berlin
News Record, 10 November 1914; “Mr. W.G. Weichel Secures Big Army Order,” Berlin News Record, 2 January
1915; “Large Order for Shoes May Come to Local Manufacturers,” Berlin News Record, 4 May 1915.
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The Berlin News Record praised the riding’s “useful member” for his efforts securing the orders
and also distributing them evenly regardless of which political party manufacturers supported.
The newspaper claimed that producing items for the war effort was a “practical” display of
loyalty. Heading off accusations of profiteering, the News Record added that the prices
manufacturers were charging were “close to the bone,” so they would not “grow fat” on the
orders.®* At a meeting of the Berlin Borden Club, Weichel further boasted that the orders from
Berlin’s factories were generally regarded as being the “best filled.”®* Producing goods to fuel the
war effort was therefore portrayed as a truly selfless act on the part of the city’s industrialists.

As the conflict dragged on, citizens were required to give more than just money. At a
recruiting rally held on January 31, 1916, Lieutenant Stanley N. Dancey from Ottawa’s 207"
Battalion warned Berlin’s residents that “The whole of Canada is watching to see if Berlin and
North Waterloo are going to prove their patriotism in men and not money. Unless your Battalion
is brought to full strength, Canada will judge you as being pro German and not British.”®* For
men, enlistment was therefore the most important measure of one’s duty as a citizen. Although
patriotic donations were still viewed as vital, they were meaningless unless backed up by
enlistment. At a recruiting rally held in Berlin on October 1, 1915, Donald Sutherland, Member
of Parliament for South Oxford informed the audience that the war was an opportunity for men to
achieve glory. He suggested that service in the war would yield a new class of citizens, claiming
that, “the only ones eligible for the aristocracy of the future will be those who shouldered a rifle

in this great war.”%*

81 «A Useful Member,” Berlin News Record, 10 November 1914.

82 «pirst Meeting Was a Grand Success,” Berlin News Record, 7 November 1914.

8 «Lieutenant Dancey—Soldier and Orator—Tells Berlin that Eyes of Canada Are Upon Her Today,” Berlin News
Record, 31 January 1916.

84 “Second Military Rally Held; Rousing Address Given By Sutherland and Morphy,” Berlin News Record, 1
October 1915.
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Deborah Cowen argues that, in the wake of the Second World War, the idea of
entitlement to citizenship being based on service was the basis of the creation of the welfare
state.®® During the First World War, however, military service or the ability to serve was the basis
for an even more basic right: the right to vote. The Wartime Elections Act gave the right to vote
to women who had a husband, brother, or son serving in the armed forces, and disenfranchised
persons of enemy alien birth who had been naturalized in the previous fifteen years. The Military
Voters Act gave all soldiers the right to vote. Sponsoring the former bill, Arthur Meighen stated
that its goal was to make “obligation to war service the basis of war franchise.” The government
justified the disenfranchisement of persons of enemy alien birth on the grounds that they may still
have relatives in the old country and therefore should not feel compelled to fight against them.®

Lieutenant-Colonel W.M.O. Lochead, the commanding officer of the 118" Battalion, felt
that those who did not serve were not entitled to any of the rights or benefits of citizenship.
Responding to a member of the International Bible Students’ Association who had filed as a
conscientious objector, Lochead condemned the applicant as a coward and claimed that he was
not a proper man or Christian. He ended his scathing letter threatening “I think | shall send a
piquet to arrest the next man who sends me one of these miserable affidavits. | shall advertise you
and your sons and I hope that prosperity will not be yours as you do not deserve it.”8
Orm @verland argues that stories of suffering and sacrifice were essential components in

the “homemaking myths” that immigrants used to claim belonging in the United States. He states

that in these stories, “the suffering is made especially noble because it is not only for the glory of

8 Deborah Cowen, Military Workfare: The Soldier and Social Citizenship in Canada (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2008), 4-7.

8 “Government War-Time Franchise Bill Introduced,” Daily Telegraph (Kitchener), 7 September 1917;
“Naturalized Germans and Austrians of Less Than 15 Years Standing Disenfranchised,” News Record (Kitchener), 7
September 1917.

87 Archives of Ontario (hereafter AO), F1405, Multicultural History Society of Ontario fonds, Series 60: German
Canadian Papers (hereafter MHSO), F1405-60-103, Jack Sinkins textual records, MFN243, reel 1, 26 March 1916,
letter W.M.O. Lochead to Geo. M. Adamson.
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the patria but on behalf of the ethnic group.”®® Berlin’s Germans likewise held the service, and
sacrifice of a few of its members as evidence that the entire community was fulfilling its duties as
Canadian citizens just as they had with Herman Quirmbach during the Boer War. On March 29,
1915, Berlin’s newspapers reported that Alexander Ralph Eby was the first Berlin resident to be
killed in the war. It did not matter that, although born in Berlin, at the time of enlistment he had
resided for several years in Saskatchewan; the Daily Telegraph proclaimed that “his name will go
down in history as the first Berlin boy killed in the world’s greatest war.”® At a meeting of the
Waterloo Historical Society the following week, President William Henry Breithaupt discussed
Alexander Eby and traced his heritage back to the 1600s in Switzerland.*® That he was a
descendant of Bishop Benjamin Eby, a prominent early settler and the man who had supposedly
given Berlin its name, underscored the German community’s commitment to the cause. This was
not the only time that Berlin’s Germans claimed a former resident as their own in order to bolster
their claims to having contributed to the war effort. In August of 1914, the Berlin News Record
claimed Arthur Shantz, who had been born in Berlin but then moved to Toronto, as “another
Berlin boy to the front.”*

Under the leadership of William Henry Breithaupt, the Waterloo Historical Society was a
prominent voice publicizing German contributions to the war effort. Addressing the society in
December 1915, Breithaupt highlighted the contributions Waterloo County’s Germans had made
in men, money, and manufacturing. Breithaupt stated that, to this point, 359 men had enlisted

from North Waterloo. This apparently impressive recruiting record demonstrated that, “we refuse

to stand second in loyalty and sacrifice to any part of this great Empire.” This readiness to do

8 Orm @verland, Immigrant Minds, American Identities: Making the United States Home, 1870-1930 (Chicago:
University of Illinois Press, 2000), 87.

8 «First Berlin Boy Killed at the Front,” Berlin Daily Telegraph, 29 March 1915.

% “Waterloo County Historical Society Meets,” Berlin News Record, 7 April 1915.

%1 «“Another Berlin Boy to the Front,” Berlin News Record, 31 August 1914,
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their duty was also no recent phenomenon. Their entire history, he said, “showed an unbroken
loyalty to the world-wide Empire.”® Similarly, two months previously, in October, 1915, the
Berlin News Record reported that the Waterloo Historical Society had recently received a copy of
a local newspaper from 1865 which listed the names of local men who had been drafted into the
militia in that year to defend against the Fenian raids. The list included several German names.
The News Record described the article as “a curious item of timely interest at present.” To
contrast with the long-standing loyal service of Berlin’s Germans, the article also noted that an
anti-draft riot occurred in Lower Canada in 1865.% Breithaupt also made a connection between
Berlin’s German pioneers who had turned the city into an industrial centre and those who were
fighting on behalf of Canada and the British Empire. In his letter to the editor defending the city’s
Germans, Breithaupt listed the names of men who had helped to build up the city. His list
included “men like Klotz, a grandson of whom recently gave his life for the honor of Canada.”
Breithaupt described these men as “all Germans until they came to Canada and thereafter
patriotic Canadians.”® As patriotic Canadians, the pioneers and their descendants had done their
duty as citizens, each according to the requirements of their age.

In May, 1916, Breithaupt wrote to W.M.O. Lochead requesting a picture of the 118"
Battalion as well as a brief history of the battalion including information such as, “what
proportion native born, what number other than of English descent, etc.” Aware that service was
being held as a prerequisite for full postwar citizenship, he stated that this information, “will in
future years be of great interest and the present is the best time to get it.”%® Breithaupt thanked

Lochead upon his receipt of the picture of the battalion and noted that he was pleased to see

%2 “Historical Society Marks Another Year of Progress,” Berlin News Record, 4 December 1915.

% «“What Waterloo County did for the Militia in 1865,” Berlin News Record, 13 October 1915.

% «The Proposed Change of the City’s Name,” Berlin News Record, 26 February 1916.

% University of Waterloo Doris Lewis Rare Book Room (hereafter UW), GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark
Collection, Section 2.6, Breithaupt, William Henry Correspondence, 1 May 19186, letter William Henry Breithaupt to
Lt. Col. W.M.O. Lochead.
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several German names on the roll.*® Continuing his mission to document the service of the city’s
Germans, in September of 1917, Breithaupt appealed to the City Council for money to aid the
Historical Society in the work of gathering money and biographies of Kitchener soldiers who had
been killed in action.®’

Breithaupt was not alone in his efforts. In an editorial to mark the departure of the 118"
Battalion from Berlin for training in London, Ontario, the Berlin News Record proudly noted that
300 of the 711 soldiers who had enlisted were of German descent. More important than the
number of Germans in the battalion, was that they were fighting alongside soldiers of British
ancestry. The editorial stated that there was no other unit like it, “where Fritz and Tommy
marched shoulder to shoulder to uphold British traditions.” Even though they were now fighting
against a Germany which had been corrupted by Prussian militarism, the 118" Battalion
demonstrated that, at least in Berlin, Ontario, the Germans and British still worked together to
defend humanity and civilization. Continuing with the theme of unity, the editorial noted that of
the six Berlin and Waterloo men who had been killed in action to this point, three were of British
descent and three were of German descent. The News Record hoped that the example of the 118"
Battalion would “knit together every element,” in North Waterloo.”® Holding the 118™ as an
example of unity, however, required a cognitive dissonance which ignored the battalion’s role as
a disruptive, divisive force in Berlin.

Berlin’s Germans argued that these contributions of money, manpower, and enthusiasm
made them the best class of citizens. In his response to the throne speech, W.G. Weichel stated

that it was only natural for British and French Canadians to enlist since they were coming to the

% UW, GA24, Breithaupt Hewetson Clark Collection, Section 2.6, Breithaupt, William Henry Correspondence, 4
December 19186, letter William Henry Breithaupt to Lt. Col. W.M.O. Lochead.

97 “Finance Committee in Regular Session,” News Record (Kitchener), 28 September 1917.
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aid of the lands of their ancestors. German Canadians, however, who were fighting against the
land of their ancestors, were motivated not by blood, but by higher ideals. For Germans, Weichel
maintained, “it is duty that calls and gratitude to the mother country for the many blessings they
have enjoyed for so many years in this, the land of their adoption.”®® Germans, therefore, were
not simply content to enjoy the rights of citizenship in Canada; they held dear the privilege to
fulfill its duties as well.

This idea that German Canadians better understood and appreciated their rights as citizens
as well as their duty to defend them was repeated throughout the war. At a recruiting rally in
November 1915, after Berlin had been granted the 118" Battalion, Weichel stated that he was
confident his riding’s Germans would do their part to fill the battalion since they “realize and
appreciate the benefits they enjoy,” living under the Union Jack.'® When the battalion departed
for Europe in 1917, although it was understrength, the News Record proudly boasted that by this
point 80 percent of its members were of German descent. This was a testament to “how superior
British freedom, fair play and justice is to that of other countries.”*®* That the battalion was
understrength was therefore the fault of others who had not experienced oppression and thus did
not value British institutions as the Germans did.

Undermining German Ethnicity and Citizenship

The ethnic identity that Berlin/Kitchener’s Germans articulated during the First World
War lacked the sophistication and coherence of that which had emerged and evolved during the
peace and tranquility of the previous four decades. Reflecting the turbulent period in which it was
created, its themes were less developed and more frequently self-contradictory than prior to the

war. Despite this, it was still effective in achieving its goal of defending the place of Germans as

% “W.G. Weichel’s Splendid Address in the House of Commons,” Berlin News Record, 9 February 1915.
100 «Citizens Recruiting League of North Waterloo Has Good Start,” Berlin News Record, 20 November 1915.
101 «God Speed the 118" Battalion,” News Record (Kitchener), 8 January 1917.
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Canadian citizens. The Anglo-conformists who sought to vilify the Germans were unable to make
the depravity of the German people an unquestioned truth. Thus, the Anglo-conformists could not
simply brand the city’s Germans barbaric Huns and cast them aside. They instead had to engage
directly with the ideas articulated, however imperfectly, by men like William Henry Breithaupt
and W. G. Weichel in order to try to discredit the version of German ethnic identity which the
ethnic elite used to assert members of their ethnic group’s place as Canadian citizens.

The Anglo-conformists attacked the claim that Germans possessed special qualities that
made them valuable Canadian citizens. In March 1915, when the Berlin public school board
decided to eliminate German language classes from the curriculum, the reasoning the board
provided centred on the role of schools in the moulding of good citizens. Trustee Charles Ruby
presented a report which claimed that the majority of Berlin’s children would not complete their
public school education by the time they reached the official age of school leaving. This was
particularly problematic, according to Ruby, because senior fourth was the grade where one
“acquires the greatest knowledge of the practical affairs of the world in which he is to spend the
rest of his natural life.” As a solution, he proposed condensing the work done in the lowest grades
by eliminating “optional subjects” particularly the study of German, since, unlike English, it did
not “fit them for becoming useful citizens.”**® Chairman Arthur Pequegnat and trustee Gustave
Albrecht supported Ruby’s report. Pequegnat asserted that Berlin’s schools should provide “a
thorough English education,” rather than instruction in a foreign language, while Albrecht voiced
the opinion that, although he was of German heritage himself, German should be taught privately
in the home, not in public schools.’® The board deferred decision on this controversial issue until

the next regular meeting; it had become abundantly clear, however, that the pre-war view of

192 \waterloo Region District School Board (hereafter WRDSB), Minutes of the Berlin/Kitchener Public School
Board, 1915-1920, 2 March 1915, 16-17.
103 «Complete Public School Education For Be