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‘ : This thesis is primarily a study of the geography
of a township. That is, a trecatisc presented to give a full
. ‘gecgraphical appreciation of the arca under study.

. Geography 18 essentially a study of dictributions,
thetr rclationships with a view to arcol differentiutions I
will attempt to prosent an understanding of thoso threo
. elemonts, that cozprise the field of geography, as they apply
t0 Esquesing Township. ®,
1he £irat two aspects of this dofinition are
. comparatively straipghtforward but it ie tho f£inal aspoct,
that of arcal diffcrentiation, that presenté the grecatest
problem in a thesis of this typo. However, an attempt will
be made to dolineate definite geogrephical rogions within the
township by means of an interprotation of the prosmt'land UscCe
‘In ordor to do this, I will first precacnt tho

plwa:lcdl- background to be followed by a otw of tho historical
‘geography of tho township. Consequently, the physical basis,
along with the evolutionary processea 6: land uso will be
preacnted to provide an understanding of the present land use
end, if possible, the delincations of geographical raglonss
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A Te SIZE AND OINDPT

_ ) Litue is required to describo the pogition,
size end shape of Egquoeing Township other than a atudy cf
the location map (sce figure 1) and a few initinl facta of
pr.i'éptauon. _
The area undar study covors 66,778 acrce or
approximately 104 square miles and is roughly rectongulsr in
. shape with the cides peaouring lle8 milea by 8.8 milca.
~ Georgotovn and Acton are tho main urban contres with the
village of Stowartovn holding tho township ooate

. kesquesing Tovwnship 45 on a min lino of the
Canadicn Natlonsl Railways = Toronto-turnia Divielon, in
eddition to the Hamllton~Allendale Division, both of which cross
at Goorgetown. 7The Canandian Pacific Reilways traveracs only
a smll gcetion of the township on its wéy to and fron
izilton, the county scat situated in Trafalgar Townshipe

The entire arca 18 close to the core of the

greateot sarketing arca in Cntorioy doth for agricultural
ahd inductrial producta. Tha city of Toronto lios thirty
midlos to tho east v{hile lamilton and Guelph are thirty miles
to tho south and fiftcen miles to the west respectively.

R A circle with a £ifty mile rad:lual, drawn with Esquasing

Tovnship 68 its centre, would enclose one-half of the
population of Ontario, roughly one end one half million




populataed areca in clearly mm.oc@e:d in tho land uso = a
subjoct which will be considered in subscquent choptorse
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- Palacozoie Goology
The atudy of bedrock geology will nocevosurily be

limited to those foatures which most dircetly influcnce the
geography of tho urea. The matorials laid down by ‘the
Pulnoozoic @¢as huve provided the decbris which has beon corried,
dopositud und reworked by the glnolera. Illowever a«t thio point
1 wln minl.y be cuncerned with desoribing the oOlat ributlion,
ckmmotorinticn andd relationshipe of the lNiagara Escarpmcnt
widch stretches in a northegsouth direction diagonally acrosas
the tomhipo Because this feature forms one of the main
physiographic divisions of the townshlp and exeris such a
strong influence on this zodgraph:lcal'swdy. this section
dealing with Palacozoic Geology will be almost ontirely
asaociatoa'v.-:.th this pree-glacial featurae.

| The Niagera Eacarpment is éirectly a rcsult of
differentiul erosion +hat has boen effective since pree
piei:t.o'cene.ums.' It owes ite present characteristics to the
fact that it is composcd of hard, resistant limestoncs and
dolomites which cap tho more easily eroded shales below. The
woathering of these soft shales undermines the harder, upper

- layers which eventually break off and, in this way, preserve

the ateop front of the escerpmente.
" The uppormost stratum of the escarpment (or the
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most recent palaeozoie deposit) 1a composed of the Lockport
formtion.l It forma a thick aaries of magnesium limestone !
or dolomjte, conmonly coloured light my to bluc and whore | 4 ”
oxposed 4t L0 usunlly veathored to a 1ight grey or even

whit.e?. It wéxa this formation that hag becn 80 extensively

‘utilized in Esquesing Tovwnship for the mnui‘acﬁwa of lime.

Immediately below the Lockport, lies the Medikm
~ formition which wus doposited under Silurian gseas in a
similar mannere If. 18 composaed of a nurber of meubors (vig.
vhirlpool, Mtou.ux'x, and Cabot Hcad) which have beon
' combined into a single myp unit (sed ﬁgﬁm 3)e These ctrata
~ are exposed along the front of the Niagara Cscarpment and are
coxparatively mt-lyinz but vary in thickness from place
t0 placse .

The Cabot Hced member lies dbotweon the Manitoulin |
member below and the Lockport formation above, and may be
scen to advantage at Limehouse in the Canadian National
Railwaya' cut.(Concession VI, Lot 22). This stratua ia
' composed esscntially of dolomitic 1imestone and was utilized
| 'amuarly to the Lockport formation for the mourcs of lime
by the early kilna which dot ksquosing Township.

In the same manner, the Manitoulin merbore which
g imediat.ely undorlies tho Cabot Head member has been utilized
in t;ha lime kilnse. This otratum consists of groy, somovhat
argillaceous magnesiunm or dolomitic limestone, Aisposed in

."O.........'.'.O...‘..O..OC...'......‘.OO.'.....‘..'COOIO..

3 Descri ons of thess various depoaim have been taken fronm
Caleyyde Balagogole Gooloxy of the Toronto-inmilton Aren.
Canada, Dept. of Mincs and licsourcesd. Geological uurvey,
Memoir 184, 19404



| fuirly even beds from two feet to a:.zht. feet in thickxwan,
and vhere ocxposed, veathm 10 @ buff colours

, The oldest mezber of the Medina formation, tho
iihirlpooi thembor, has been as equally importent economically
as tho Lockport formationestoe=duy it 1-9 oven nore 80e. The
“ahirlpool member {8 composed of appmximauely twanty-£ive
feet of quart.zosa sandstone resting dircctly upen the Gueenston
formntion and hae bann axtoneively utilized by the many
amall 'qu&rrim' of Isquesing Townnﬁip. “here expoaed, it
consists of browndeh red, mottled, and 11ight grey sondstone
disposed in deds from one oot 10 four feet thicke It is
~this rock that 1s described comercially as the "NMedlna
S@at&ne" or the "Credit Valley Sandatone”s The upper
sections of the deposit are commonly crossbedded and are
unsﬁitable for building purpoges. The lower sactions are
particularly sultable however, as they eacily split into two
or four inch alebse .

in outlier of this Kedina formation 1o found in

. the northern part of the toumships Soversl explanations
have beon pmsenmé; %0 acéount for its occurrence, but the
one méa; gonerally accepted 1s that 1t has baen separated
from the min body by erosion. It 18 bolicved that during
pre-ziacm times, & river 'flbwed along the £ront of the
Silurien depositss Through some atructural weakncna, this
river oroded bohind the front of the formmtion, undormining
the qeaictnnt. Lockport stratum until it caved in and was
-auuhpquenuy removeds As & result, one finda this *igland"
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z S’ Iuwrian strata sct directly upon the Ordovician deposits
but dlstinclly separated from the ésmym&nt p'mper by a
narrov valley now occupicd by a strcame |
| | | The o0ldeat Pulseozolce doposit affecting Lsquosing
Township, but the most recent formation of the Ordoviaian
scasy 18 tho Quesnston formation. 'rhié formaticn most
dircctly affacts the area under study 'only' at the basc of the
Niagara fscarpmont, £or it is hers that thess vod shnles are
not eatirely covered by *ploietoéene deposiia,.

| ‘The strata consists of brick red, thinly bedded,
sandy ond ergillaceous aghales Almost everywhsere it 1s saanned
by narrow greenish bands, rosulting from the bleaching action
- of percolating waters charged with organic acids in solution.
%han exposed to the atmosphere, the Queenston shale rapidly
braaks down to form & finae, reddishy clay soil, e:ielly
ercded nincé- it 1s usually cowdined with rather steep slopen.

* A pregent, the Cuoenston shale is the most widoly

vaed depoait of the brick and tile induat.ry of Cntario.
Because of its. acceaaibil:lt,y, homogeneous physlcal charscter,
and its ability to De eanily minced and cruched,this material
is a_xt._enaivaly utilized by the aforerentioned industry. It

0.

‘develops excellent plasticity when rixed with water, a propcrty

rendoripg it particularly suitable for the manufacture of

~ wire~cut bricks, hollow huilding blocks end £10ld drain tilo.
, ('onamquam.ly, one connot holp but realize the

: “%ulutold influenco that the palacozolc. geol.ogy of Ksquesing
26h p- has had on “the study of distributiona and their

———
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relatidnahipa". . lowever it is easily sccn, that the main
resgon for this strong influence, is the pr'escnco' of the
Niagara Cecarpments Tho accessibility of these various ctruta
provided bir this erosional featurae, hns mnde poéaible their
ecohomic exploitation by the various industrics of.Esqueaing
Townshipe

in ct.meluaion, wo may 8oy that the direct influence
of the palaecozola strata greatly affects tho urocu under studye
Howevor, beceuse of thoe pleistocens depousits that cover most
of the township, this influence is limited to the narrow
band formed by the physiography of the Niagara Lscarpment
and ita bordering arcas of limestons plain and (uecnston shalee
Agriculture, industry, trensportation and drainage sre all
dircctly influenccd by this featurae '

Indircctly, the effect of these pslacozols doposit.s
is aloo aigxuﬂc-ant. it is this bedrock that has becn erodod,
carrlod (but only for a short dlstance), and redeposited by '
glaciers to fmvlde tho parent mateorial upon wluct; the prescnt
-80ila have dovelopode In Lsquosing 'ro'wnahip,‘the ghaly nature
" of 'tho t111 hags resulted in the dovelopmont of soila more
agldic than the mjordty of those found in Southorn Cntario.
Conuuqum';uy, a distinct probloen ia prdnontod to the
agriculturmliste of tho arcae

' Pleistocene Geology |
| * In deacribing tho physiogrephy of isquesing
. Township, I must make it clear that I am simply "building

4
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upon" the clagsic work of Futnam and Chnpm:_x.1 - X have
utilized their basic conecepts and have applied them to
£squesing Township in an attempt to explain the distribution
of these physiographic featurese I have nccept.ed tho
boundariesa that thay have indicated on thoii' accompanying
pmap (806 Lfigurse 4), but X have somewhat enlarged on the
goologlical processcsa that have effocted kocquesing Townshipe
During nw r:luid work, I found only one fcaturae that these
authors neglected to map, that is, tho emall section of
~ sand and gravel around concession III, Lots 1Q and 11,
' In order to fully understand the distributions
of the physiographic divisions, their characteristics, und
resulting interrelationships with soils end land usc, an
attempt will be made to explain the goological evolution of
the ploistoceno deposits of thias arca., |
‘ Initiélly, it must be understood that tho entire
arca under study has been subjected to cox‘xiinental glaciation. |
" The advance and recession of the most rocent glaciei' (wiaconsin)
has provided the complexity of physiographic divisions
found in figuroe fours
_° The Ontario lobe which formed during this ice
age was the 4co shoet that most directly effected ksquosing
" Towvnshipe Acdording 40 Putnam and Chapmn this mnss of
.ica advanced from the vicinity of Lako'mtario, moving in
a northewosterly direction to cover an of the arca under

Y TR XX NEE R RN AN AR A N RS R R N R R A RN R R R R R R FE RN R RN RN NN N RRRN NN R Y )

' l'Cha_p_mah.b.J. and PutnameD.Fe Tl
. Ontoxio University of Toronto

ER



studye. During thfa advance, geveral of the prceent
landforms wore constructed, although moot of thcﬁ have
been m@iﬁed duﬂnz and since its subscquent mcéoaion.

" As the Ontario ico lobe moved foreward, it
plastored t113t on the exlating surfaco features to form
the gsections of till plain found to the enat of tho
escarpmente The variation betwcen the bevelled %11l plain
and tho fluted ti1ll plain did not accwr until the receasion
of tho glacier. o

‘During this a&vame, for some unkmown reason,
certaln localized arcas were covered with more till and
cohsaQuenuy gave rise to definite drumlinized forms. In
Zsquesing Townshiﬁ they are elongated formaticns of slightly
higher elevation than the surrounding area. 'rhey indicate
the direction of the movement of the Omm'io 1co loboy in
that their long axis liecs parallal to the diraction of the

flow of ice and the steep end faces the direction from -+ -

which the glacier advancods

As the ice lobe continued in its northewesterly
édvance, it came In contact with the KNlagara Esearpmént -
.the'p're-glac:ml erosional featurc. The escarpmsnf. had
1ittle effect upon the irreaistible movement of the glacier
cthor than t0 locally change tho direction of a small
portion of this ice lobe to a moré westorly courac. 7o
suppbrt. thiz.:-nrgumemt. of the escarpment effscting a slight

0000000008000 %0800000RR00TEPPITIDETROLSNSIPONGNOONDIVOEOOQRSS

1 Ap;éndix.lk. Depths of Pleistocene Deposit.a over

i P oozoic Bedrock.
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change in the direction of glaalal movement, I would 1ike
to indlcate tho cluster of drurling found on Conccssiond I
snd II, Lots 18 %o 23 which have had thoir elignmont altered
in a nor;a vostorly direetion than those found below tho
escorpment (seo figuro 4). o |
As the glacier continued its advanlco over the
brow of thoe oacﬁi'pmnt, it swept the uppermost scction clour
of any oxisting dedbris. In this menner, the lincstone
plain of Fsquesing Tovnship wea formede Hore the ovorburden
is shnllow ond covered with pleces of. dolomitic limegiones
In meny sections, the covering of eny type of t41l is almost
noneexiatente a
| The only romaining feature formed by the advancing
glacier that necessitates attention at this point, is the
small cection of fluted till plain found oxtending roughly
from Concossions III to VII and including lots 30 to 32.
The formation of this feoaturo is sirilar to the fluted till
plain found to the cast of the oscarpmente
o Tho ice lobe continuod its wosterly movoment
‘bayond the borders of squesing Township, and it is ‘the
affecte of its subsequent receseion to which I will now turn.
| The retreat of the glacler was marked by reccurring

/5.

cold periods during which the ice lobo reeadvanced, ovorriding

the recently deposited drift and building a moraine at the
to"minua of oach advances It was durinz the second longest
halt of the 'x"eceding Ontario ice lobe that the till moraincs
of ‘Eaquosing Township were formode o



During a period of staznation, when the glacier
wag neither advancing nor rotreating, the surplus run~off
water drgined along the face of the ice lobe forming a
gpillway énd depositing the sanda and gravals ﬁpon which
the town of Acton 43 now lecuted.

o Again the glacier continued ita retrest, only
slightly modifying tho previously formed glacisl fentm'eﬁ.
It wad at this time that the formition of the apillway, in
| which the town of Georgetown 1s now located, occurrcds
according to Putnem and Chapran, meltwaters from en 1ce lode
near tho Lake Simcoe orea, dminad along 'the face of the
escarpment, depositing a diecontinuous train of card snd
| gravel until 1t cntered Loke Warren below Campbellville
~ (Township of Noosugaweya)e ' . |

' Because of this di.scontinuj:ty of deposition; the
Ceorgetown spiliwny appears to end near Coneession V, Lots
16 and 17. Eowever, while working in the £4cld for thla
thesis, another scction was found which appears to be part
of this discontinucus depocit. This 1s the only explanation
_ that I can present to explain the occurrence of a fairly
~1ar'ge secticn of sand and gravel in Concesoion IIT, Lots 10
end 11. Putpem ond Chapman have neglected to mop this
section (see figure 4). | |
" The lost affect that the receding glacier imposed
upon the physiograply wags in the formation of the fa:ﬁaua Pecl
Pondinge 'rhin»pondinz has resulted in the distinction -
being mude between the fluted t4)1 plain and the bevolled

lb.
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t111 plein. It may olaply bo d:acribed &8 an impounded
post~;lacial lekcs Tho miliwatoros of tho ruceding glrcler
vers dammod up forméng a challow Loke whoge wave setion
"bevelled" the eeétlon of the fluted t11L plain that 4t
covercds. |
' The Norval Sand Plain has been describ-d by Putnam

nng Chapman as dbeing formsd by deltaie deponsition mauitinz
from the Crodit River flowing into this Pocl Ponding. |

lan's adjustrment to thege physical foutures will
be dsalt with in subzoquent chopters. Ad thic point, 1t
ainply remadns 0 deuscriboe the phiysicel chsmcwri.at.icc
.found widdn thess phynicmphic ddvisieons.
'1‘111 Loralnae

In mzqu-aa:mg Toumohlp thero aro two separuto €111
mom_ixwa, aach cne belng part o;t.'a ao‘pmmtm moraino which

oxtends Lor auw dlatanca cutelde of the 4ownahip undor

study. ‘The ono 10 tho gouth of ifotos 48 part of tho folt

moraine while tho Pards moraine provides the scotlon found

£0 tho north of ths previously mnticned tovn. Hoth ars

corpoged genarally of a rldge of $11), chameterized by a

groat many knobs, depressiona end shwrp, abrupt slopaa.

Sincs thers is actually vc'ry litt2e diffoermas batween ihoao

two momalnea, A?.hey provide parent material for tho dovelopment

of simdlar soil profiloss | )

- Spillunya |
S  The £pillways 1in the erea under study provide the

usual, appearance of a broad trough; floored wholly o in part
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Photo Noe 3¢ Limestone Plain. A
physiographic unit upon which large
sections of Clasa VI land have dovelopcd.

» s

rhoto No. 4 A severly eroded scction of
Quaanston shale showing the narrow greenish
bands, thought to be a result of the
bleaching action of percolating waters
charged with organic acids.

18.
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by gravel beda often arranged in terracoss In each case,
“tho bottom of the valley 1s covercd in many placas by a
caedar cmfupp. Althongh one often £inds a river or atresm
occupying the floor of the spillway, tho Acton Spillway,
"whoae' form is unsurpasacd in aouthweatern Ont,nrlo'-'l hnp only
a small atreom flowing along its bot.toni. The Goprgotovn
Spmwﬁy, on the other hand, is occupied in part by the
'.crgdn River and tributarice to the Credite .
Bach eplllway provides tho phyaical site for the
two largest urban cenﬁres in the township and in addition
© provide a plentiful supply of sand and gravel. ﬁcmever, it
is only the Georgetown Gpillvay that has bean end ia boing
commercially exploiied for that resource. This fact moy
readily be sxplained simply becauss of the prosence of the
Credit River which supplies the necessary water for the
washing of tho depositee.
' idmogtone Plein
This sroa, immediately along the drow of the
Magara Escarpment, hap boen swept clear, or near).y clear,
of overburdone The etu-faca is usually :ubemny sprinkled
with biocka .of' dolomitic limeatons while muny swempy sections
" partislly cover this featurce Soils are shallow and droughty
and usuany remain under vegotativa covers
| " Those, plains aro mude up of a loamy till which
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. Proto Hoe. Se Typical smmll &umlin found
on the Fluted 7111 Plain. :
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Fhoto Koe Ge Typicol glaciorluvisl
deposite, irregularly bodded, as found in
the Georgetoun Spillwaye
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has been plasterod to form an arca of slightly rolling
rolicfe The ceotiox; found to the ceat of the escarpmont
was not subjected to the "bevelling” action of the Peel

The solls formod on this .teature ara' prcdominately
of a clayey texture while probloms of drainage occur '
betv)egn the elovated soctions. Bocause much of the till has
been derived in part from the Cueenston shalo, the soils
'that develop are less calcareous thm most 1n Southern
Ontax':lOo ' ' 7 .
Develled Ti1l Plnin .

, ' This is the assction t.!ﬁt hag beon modified by the
Pecl Ponding and, as & result, the rolief which charucterizes
zhé fluted till plain is not present.. The tern "bevelled™

~ slmply refors to tho modificstion of the fluted till plain

that resulted as the waters of the Pesl Ponding eroded the
tops of the hills and fillod the hollows with clay.

| Shale debris also characterizes the till of this
section, and other than a few varistions impoaed by drailnagoy
the 'J.iund- uce of these two till p.'Lai_na showa very :'L:ltuo

* xdiffoimtiaﬂon. ,

Shale- Pla:l.n
' This feature is found at the foot of the escarpment

betwoon Limehouse and Lot 16. It ie simply an oxposed

‘portion of (ueenston shale and has a limited agriculturd

utility as it gives rise 1o infertile, easily eroded soils.
Tho drumling, &and plain and cscarpmant have al.l

beon diacunnd in the section doocribinu the goologic

2l
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Fhoto No. 7. Bovellod Till Plain. A
physiographic featurs rasulting from the
action 'of the Poel Ponding that once
‘covared this area- _

‘\"l‘
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Fhoto No. Be. Fluted Till Plain. RNote
the alight :lrrigulariw of swrface
oonﬂ.zuration.



evoluticn of the physiography of Tsquesing Tovnohip. Little
. of edgrdificance could be #dded at ¢hiv point.
| | . it has been neccsesry ¢0 decrss tho povenerts of
the Gliturio ica loba to zccowt for the dlatributicn of the
' various lend forms snd 40 oeo their relationships to the
poculting 6uils and 'subaoquom lend ugsee

= \’,wﬁ.é i

- (B) GIRE Y
. Es\uesing Townshdy £211s under We Kooppaa's

alaseification 48 DIb. Thst ia, it Lo charagtorized by a

¢ool climate with humld wiators and ¢ool suanerae tThe
'avarégo temperature of thae wanﬁost month must be under 71.60 Pe
The area under atudy is altornately asubjectod %0 four main

air zussess (a) cool, &y, polaw air from the north; (b) pacific
~ polar alr thut has become warmed on tho woetern portlen of
" tho continent; (¢) continental polar air returning quickly

from the south, generally intermediste in character to

(a) and (b); and () sudtropical air, carrying by fur the
' 2

p §

most water vapour and genorully warm for the scascn.
“According to Putnzm and Clmpmna, mquesing Townaship

..00“.‘0......0.....‘.0...._.....'...l...............‘..."‘

3 Tremarbha. 0- ° Y]
VeOrew-1411 Book

2 Cormores Lo Juy gm.mmmgxcm% Neteorologieal
Division. Alr ox'viceo an . pte of 'l‘rampm.
Canndéa 1960

3 putname. Do Fe and Chapmne Le Je m%g@gmmm
. ontarig. Scieatifia Agricultore 1818

O« Inc. NUWYOI"]C- 1& d.
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3s found 4n a aadtion of the country with a “southorn
exposure”, in which the climate ia gomewhat mildor than
that of the rogions to the northe IHowever, being located
. where it 18, thia arca is not subjected to the ﬁodif}'inz
influencec of the Great Lakea.
The tomahip under study has no marked wet or
dry season and in most ycars precipitation is sufficlent to
support a .diwraiﬁed agricultural economy. Occnalonallyy
. ‘ anueaing Townehlip has suffcred from mild dGroughts but
generau,y precipitation 1a dependable. .
. The only long-torm climatological station in this
. area 1s located on the municipul boundary line of the town
| of Georgetown and is presently being vperated by B, Batkine
- A statistical sumry of the avalladle figures may be found
on page 24, ' e St e
For the thirtyescven yoor periocd ending in 1950,
the aversge froat free period wae 130 days. Nay 18th is tho
 average date of the last spring frost, although it has
oceurred a8 early as April 1Sth, and as lete Bs Juno Sth. |
‘_'i‘he ‘average date of the first froot in the fall ia sabtember ,"j‘f"";,.
30t.h, alt.hough it has occurred as carly as mpteaber izth
und as J.at.. as October 291.!1.
Pracipitation is uemany sufficient to provide an

'aroa generally suited to dalrving. This fact, along with the
merket provided by the proximity of large \:rhan arcas hus.

' ...OIl.."0..'.......l.......’.....'...DQC..........!0..0.0

i Direct Correspondence with MeKe 'thoma. Dopt".' of Transport,
c:.xmtologicn Secuon. Torontoe | e

‘.I.‘



regultod in deiry broductn providing one of the rinin sourcos
of incomoe Lrom agriculture in kgquesing Townshipe

| Before the completion of the ficld work in the
gunmer .o_t.' 1964, it wza' thought that the escarpment would

‘causo some docelized variation in clirate and eohaequontly

affcet land use - .however, no definite proof of this fact
wag founds The only elimatic variation provided by this
physiographig feature w28 the occurrence of rapldly moving
alr 'd‘ong the face of the cuestas Such a phenomenon is
pax;t.icularlq conducive to the cultivation of the hardier
trao fruits (applas ond plums)e An.orchard of this type
1a found at tho base of the escarpmant on Concossion 1I,
1ot 11. However, undue emphasis ahould not be placed on
thia foaturo aaz being an important 1ocat4nz Lactor for
agriculturs « it ahould aimly be remegbered as an additional
favoursble climatic Loature. LY

P T, G
[ Tl ; e

e
2354 i,ﬁ“ '.11‘_ ; i s g

s :’.‘I;'-'

(C) DR.INAGT

s.tnce the recession of the zlaciera and subacquent
withdrawal of the pleistocone lakes, the amount of erosion

by w;xter hasg been comparatively galls The courses of the

o px'o"aeni streams are dstorminad by the valloys of the

posteglacial riversy the position assumed by the glacial
Goposite nnd tho general tilt of the lond.

The dreinage pattern of Esquesing Township is or
t.ho dendrltic typo, tlowing in a general oouth-eunt.erly
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dimcﬂion tov Loko Outarioe Sectione of three swin vatershods
ars found within the tomnliip undor otudys tho Cakville
xrocky tho, Credit River and the Speed River watershcda.
_ Although the Speed Kiver ultimntely draing into Lako 'I-;Irie,
‘only & small section of thia watershed occurs in Easqueaing
Township in widch 1o pmnum otroams oxiote
‘Tho Oakville Cresk, on the other hund, roughly

droins onu-half of the townships The many tributarios of
this crock find their source in the swampy arcas tlad
dominate the brow of the escurpmente As thesc:stroama cut
through the fluted and bevalled till plaing, they secsonally
£l00d a consideradle erca of bottoumlends Although this
provides a definite :mpadi.mai 10 culuvauon, the abundant
coil moisture provides an excollent eavironment for .ﬂw
growth o succulcnt maaea to be utilisved for pastura.
| In addition to tids, their utility must be appro=
ciated by the fact that the strean wvulleys offer an oxcollent
outlet for the tile draing by which the agriculturalist
more efficiently utilizes his land. A wora complete. picturé
_of their utilization by tho early mills will be provided
in following chapterss N

~ The Credit Rivor Watershed draina the other half |
of Esquesing townships The river cnters the arca under study
at Terra Cotta and leaves at Norval, swiftly eroding the
soft arift until t.he Queanston ehale forma its bottom. Ae
a result of this compamuvely swift eroa:lon, the valley
walls are ateep and consequently form excellent dam gitoss
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Gravel torraces nre distinctly noticceuble Just
t0 the north of Glen Villiampe This fact supports tirs
theory that this particulsr soctlon was cnce occupled Ly
the gpillwey which provided for the escape of glacial melt
waterse . . | ,
| The Cx?o,iu't. River and@ its tributaries havo possibly
been more fully utilized than the Cakville Credk for mill
sltes, but thaeir influence is similayr in providing excollont
pasture and tile drein outlots. In additicn, these waterways
have ‘Be'mn extensively utilized for remati&zal facilities |
| but again, a éompleta picture of this relationship will de H

loft to enothor chapters A
| Silver Creck joins the CroGit River &t Norval N
ahd drains & scotion of the escarpuant wost of Georgetown . A3
‘end Stewartowns It has also provided mill eites and until |
very rocently was diroctly utilized as the water supply for
Georgotorne A soction of this cresk cuts directly through
the urben plan of Georgetown, ercding the sandy soils of
the: epillwsy and profoundly affecting the physicsl site
of that town.(oee block dlagram) | |

, Although a complete ploture of the utilization
of thece riwra’ahd strcams by man hag not been completed
at this point, tho forsgoing, conbined with a study of the
map,(tigurs 5), will provide a full pioture of the arainago
pattern of Eaquesing Township,. o s R
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(D) VESLINTICH ‘
I tlallid:w‘" includkin the antire urua under study
' 4n the Huron-Onturio soction of tha Greot Lakoowite Lawrence
Torest nczion. Agcording t¢ this author, thec Lorcat cover
is c!m_ractur&zca by\ tho sugar Mploz'and beech association
dozdnating the well drained sites. The black &sh, white elm,
red maple asgogiaticn, in sddition to white cm occupy
the swamps snd bottomlands |

: Bomr, upon roviewing an extensive survay

nade by S Bemsona in 1819, I could not help but notice
continued rofarence xade to tho “mseive, towerlng white |
" pines” of Esquesing Tumnship, whick cowncd to dominite Go T
. hwch of bis reports Concession by conesssion and lot by
lot) €g ho aurveyod thae tovnohip he mude sn oxteueive but

gonoral duscripiion of the 00ilo, ralief and most olgrdficent
hore = vegotation, Sin¢e tally straight pines were strongly

in demnnd by the Royal Ravy for masting timbers, 1t is
possible that Benson somewhat, ovennphgéized their occurrences
Ho'wévar ho was not tho only one that made noto of thoir
sbundance, and even to=day white pines are found in more than
aBvAL quantitics in Esquesing Tortmshipe Indced, the name

..b..........'COO0.0....OOOQ.........0............'...0....

2 o) ' aific:
1day,weBeDs A Forept Clognificntion for Cannda
. Ealliday,®sEeDs Foraoh Lervico Sulletin &Y.

= Appendix B- Scientlflc Nomenclature of Vegetatlon.

S . ‘ .
Banaon, & Baan toynishlps a o 1n
L -~'.' . -a aeriea ol notos Me% the author while

e
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v'%q‘u'e'amg has generally been acceptod as meaning "The Lend
of the Tall Pinss”, translated roughly from Indizne The
many at.ugzprences that exist to-day aéain support this
arsurhent as they are prodominatcly composed of the rcemaina

- of 'ahito pine trees.

B The explanition most gencrally aocopwd for the
occurrence of whito pine in such quantities has been tho one
presented bw Putnam and Chapmnl « *"the till here (area
imediately east of tho escarpment in Halton County) e
.redd:l.ah due to the Queenston shale end consequently is less
calcareous than most 'of the Southarn Cnfﬁrio tillae Perhaps

" it ia this that attracts the pine trees.”

. In any event, although large white pines are suu
tound.l they are not of sufficient quantity to be of economie
significance. cus |
In Esquesing Township approximately 16,500 acres

- or. tweﬁty—ﬂve per cent of the land 1s coverad by woodlot.

' fheir distribution follows the patterns provided by the
steep slopes of the ‘escarpment, tho shallow soils of the
_;imestone plain, the rough topography of the till moraines
and ihe imperfoctly draincd bottomlandse A few soctions of
idlc 1and have been permitted to revert to natural vegetatibn,
but pioneer species such ag paper birch, aspen or hemlock
g dom'inate.. | | _ | '
| e Soine exéellent farm woodlots still remain in
Rsquesing Township and an attempt was mide to direct a
travorse through the most charectoristic oncg. Although

' ...............'......l.‘..ﬁ...D..‘ ..‘O'."C.....QOOQ....‘
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these woodlots are a valucbhle gsaat 10 the genoral prosperity
of an area, in tsquesing Township only two woodlots ure
under thq proper mansgemant $0 onjoy taxesxemption. The
:;emininz woodlots 'providoa tendar ghoots for grazing cuttile
- during peﬂods of drought, |
| Congequently, evon a picture of the natural
scoondury growth is @ifficult to obtain. The following
travorse dogseriptions nre an attempt té show existing
woodlot conditions and, at the same timo, to show the
relationship 'or vegotation to site. . s
" The first traverse was directed through a woodlot

underlain by till moraine (Concession II, Lot 32). GCenerally,
the woodlet was & “maple bush® with hemlock, beech, codar,
paper birch and black cherry occurring in that order qr
importances Beceuse of the irrogular -surface configuration
charscterdstic of till moraine, type differantistion was
observed with slope position. Sugar maple and papar bitch
dominatod the sumuit, tho letter resulﬁnz from & conpamuveiy
" pecent. cuteovers Hemlock and black cherry covered the
' lﬂ»e‘rfpcuy drained sections of the slopey while white cedar
dominated the poorly drainecd dottomland.

| The soction of the Acton Spillway studied on
~ Concossion. IX, Lot 30 provided a typical example of the |

~ influcnce of @ poorly drained area on vegotation. Actually,
this woodlot provided a typical example of a "cedar swamp®
. in which vhite cedar, aspen and balssn pophr occurred in

.......



Photo'No. 9« A stump (or root) fence
bullt vhen stumps were pulled some years
after the land was first cleared, For the
- most part they represent the remants of

- the pine forest that once covered the
township.

-y
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Photo No. 10. Road through a cedar swamp
that occupies the poorly drained bottom of
the Acton Spillway.



dogriood aerub, agcompnndcd by roprasvatutives of the myriad ;
of waﬂd-variotion of willowe >
, Tho woodlot traveraed on. the limostana plain

(concession IX, Lot 31) had not beon cloarcd becauso of
excogsive aux;raco w&tor. not because of excoosivo stonincos.
he & posulty the nanocintiona found wore identical to those
fouxfﬁ on the Agcton Spillway with one oxneptions 7This was
' th;; oxistenco of white elm resulting from the lower water

* levels which ocour during sumuer und £slle |
- Another soction of the limesteone plain was then
| chogen, thia time ane or 2 much drier sitee Hore, approxie
_ matoly threo quarters of the vegetative cover was composed.
~of auzar maple. Basswood was noxt in order. of occurrenca,
intersperasd with tha odd growth of ironwood. '

, .The forest cover of the escarpment (concession ViiI,
Lot 27) shawed interesting examplcs of local controls upon

' vegetative growth. From the.top to the bottom there wag a
.. gradual sequence of associations, each in turn reflecting

some J.oeal:tzed influences

, The section traversecd had a well drained summit |
and conaequenuy, ag might Do sxpected,. the sugnr miplee
beach aggociation wus fomd. Ag the traverso progressed

from the top of the escarpment to the bottom,‘ white ozk

bocame dominant along with yellow birch and basswoods Since
'Esqu'eains‘ Tomﬁhip' is somewhat poripheral to the soction where
wt;ite olm prodominstes, its occurrence at this particular
location may ba explained by the fact that insolation



provided by the south-facing escurpment is griater than
on ﬂat-l&inz arcole
| - Anoy.h& lécal variation was found as the truverse
epproached the bottom of tho escarpmant.’ vhere a “otrip* o;f
tranbling aopon occwrrede Since there was substantial
evidence to prove that this ssction had boen cut over, the
trembling asbm wag 8imply one of the initial trees to be
establishods -
- The poorly dreined site at tho bottom of the
| escarpment wag iypically covered by white ceaeir, with white
elm growing on the imperfoctly drained gidoes
On the fluted till plain (Concession VI, Lot 20)
a stand of timbor wes found, probably as close to a virgin
stond as posaidble, if the report of 8. Bensen is to be
accoptod as being entirely unbiasede 'The alevated sactions
" were dominated with large white pines while in the poorly
dﬁzinod depressional areas, white cedar cboundeds ¥Fhere
t.horo had becn some cutting, pOplar and hawihorne acrub
lud taken overs |
, . On the bovelled ti1l plain, examplcs of forcot
cover ere practically non-oxistent except on the poorly
drained arcags. Tho Woodlot traversed was being utilized
. by the farmer for the pasturing of his cattle. Natuml
. pegeneration was noxt %0 impossidble, the young tandex'
eaplmza providing foraga dwring the droughty late sumaars
In conclunim, one may readily see that dreinage
i the controlling influence in accounting for the local

35,



variations in vegetative cover.s On the poorly draincd |
| J.ovalams,'cedar, oviamp dom.natea; with somo willow and

" dogwood a’cmb.v As the site improves in dreinage, vhite
elm 18 toimg! progressing mdun.uy into a henmlockebnsswood
asgociation. The sugar maple-beech association doxﬁinat.an
tho well drained uplondes | |

_ ¥hite cedar and its associates ere the most

_ abnnd.mt apecioa existing in Esquesing Township. Thia
phenomenon nay ba n:l.mu.y explained by pointing out that
the cnly areas not’ undex- cultivation at presant are those
thaf. are poorly dra:l.ned or too rough topograpmcally
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| 'rho etrongost doterminants, in tho formation of .
80il aro cumt.e end vozetntion. The soils of Eoquesing
Township have been tomed under a. moist, cool, ‘temperate
¢limate and a covering of a mixed forest, consequently,

- podzouzauon has been tho principal soil forming procecas.

Locally however, the various goil difforences
are the result of depth, form and pature of the Arift and
goil drainige. 7he better drained soils may be grouped
together under tho Orey-Brown Podzouc claaaiﬂ.muon,
while the pom'ly drainad soils belong to the DarkeGrey
Gleisolic Groat Sou Group, singe thoy have & woll
 .developed "glei" hordzon. Some 8oils, ouch ms those known
as muck and bottonland cannot be apa;med %o any particular
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(.}:.'aat.t Soll Group and aro thercfore termed « Intrauzonale

_ In the following soction, the soila have becn
obmt:ineﬂ into a soricas of land clacses in order to facilitate
~ a general, appucnble and comprchoensible picture of tholr
pot.enuanuaa t0 be appliod in a dlsgcussion on land usce

Class I

. " In this firct classification I have groupod
the soils known as Woburn l.oaml, Cnoida clay loan and
Cneida silt loam into onc. This combination provides the
most &uitable agricultural land in Esquesing Townshipe
Onéidsi e8ilt loan -hn'é thoe samo proﬂ;e as Cneida clay loam
but thero is a slight difference in tho texture of thé
~ surface horizons. Although the former has alightly lower

. fortility, it 4s easler to worke ° ‘

All thres belong to the Urey-Drown Podzolic Groat

Soil Group and are characterized by a amcoth to moderately
" sloping surfacoe In the casc of tho Dneida soils, the
‘surface configuration is a rosult of etream dissection
and the "fluting” action of tha advancing gluciore 7The

rol_.iof of tho arcas covered by woburn loam is oimply duc to

the rolling nature of' the glaclal doposits = stroam dissection

hag played o ro).e of minor importancoe

........‘....O0.......Q.C......OC...Q....O..OQ........OI....

1 Appendix Co ol Profile Descriptions.
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The Cnoida 60ila tend to form prodominately bolow tho
oscarpmont on the Flutod Till Plain, while the tcburn loam

| ‘developls ‘on the medium till to the west. Bacause of its
dovolopment on the lighter toxturcd, stonicr parent material,
Eoburn loam has a lower inhorent fortility.

" A1l soils of this group are the wolledraincd
mombers of their various catcmase. Woburn has both good
intornal and extornal drainage. This oxtornal dminage
combinod with tho smooth rolling slopes make it purticularly
susceptible to sheet erosicne The Oneida @oils, on the |
‘other hand, have excellent surface drainage but the percolation
| of moiaturo fhroush the profile is alow. Consequently they
are mdra diable to gullying. '

. There is aleo & differcnce in the texturc of the i
till that provides the parent material for the vurious
profila developments. The Oneida soils developed on a fine
textured shale and limestone till, while Vvoburn loam has
been formed from tho same till but of medium toxture. In
. both casas, hgv;ev:;r,‘ the t4ll 1s derived maini;r. from shule
and only to a losser yextent‘ fron limestone materials. 2N

medﬁmﬂ.y, tho pH valus of these soils tcnds to be low. | |
| The A horizona of both aro genemuy oomponod of

oix inchos of Onrk brown loam with that ot tho Onoida'a

: 'boinz sonowhat more groyish and olayiah tha '
In both cases -u horizons are ‘
Cneida overl;e 8 dark ye
. & few stonosy while Wby
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The tafmra of laquoaing Tovnohip have renlized the
adaptabuiw of Class I t0 cultivatione. Connequently,
 moat of this lund hna becn cleared and is continually
cultivated, These 80ilo are easily adapted to the growing
of coroal grains, hay and pasture and consoquently fornm a
- strong basis for the dairying eand general farming practices
of the tovnships The problems of erosion and constant
applications of organic mattor, phosphate.end lime require
constant attenticne. ‘

Chas II

Into t.hia type I have allotted but one soil typo -
Chinguacousy clay loame Although it closely resemdlcs ;|
Onoida clay loam, drainage is a limiting factor in the o
capability of this soll. Actually, it 1s the imporfectly
draincd menber of tho Cneida Catena thit has doveloped on
the arca once inundated by the Pecl Ponding (Bevelled Till
Plain)e COneeqbanuy, surface relief 1s less thun that of
Claeﬂ I and d&rainage 418 the problem rather tlmn erosione

It 18 a member of tho GreyeBrown FPodzolic Groat
So0il Group and again the predominence of shele in tho paront
mior&nl causcs on acidic reactions This acidity, in addition
to imperfuct drainage, limits tho growth of alfalfu. Vhen
cultivatod, a soven inch dark greylshebrown cloy loam is
oxposed over the mottled, less well definecd horizons.
 Parent matarial 1s provided by a dark yellowishw~brown clay.



| ‘Combined with the limitations imponed by acidity
and ‘imperfoct drainage, Class II 48 inherently lov in organic.

. matler, phosphorous and calcium, and only moderatcly well |

, suppn"ed with potassium. The installation of tile drainage
wherever possible, plus the application of the neccscary .

. 801l nutriants permits tho production of a wider runge of

‘rops and earlier spring cultivations |

Clags III L ,

I have grouped into this clésé.,}'ox sandy loam
and Burford loame The main limitations of these soils are
provided by low fortility and droughtinecs.

'. Both soils ars the well drained mombars of their .
catema. and are classificd undor the Grey-Brown Podzolic
Great Goil Groupe Nearly lavel to gently undulating relief
characterize tho areas that this c¢lass occupilcs.

. ‘ The Burford loam hns developed cn coarso, well
sorted, gravelly materials such as those found on the
.ﬁerracea of theo Acton Spillways This coarae texturcd parent
material 1s not found &0 extensively in the Georgetown
::pmway simply because it hus been subjected to more
sovare stream dinéection. Consequently the existing deposits
have becn worked and roworked until materials forming the
uppermost layara of the parent meterial have a definite
sandy texturs. As a result it 1a m.mo soction coveraed by
the Georgetown Spillway, end nleo on the Norval BSand Plain

that Fox eandy loam has devolopods

-
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In the chapter on pleintocme geology it vna
mcnuonod that the deposits of the ceorzat.ovm b,)il] oy
wore diat:ributod- m. a discontinuous 1lines It 48 my belief
that an fsolated deposit of the sundy materials may be
found around Congegsalon II, Lot 10 This area has been

almilarly werked by ctroam agtion and olnaal.y ranambleo
tho deposits of the Georgetovn s;s.umy, as declincated on
Putnam and Chapmanfte mape

Class III has excollunt internal drainuge,
cmeqmnuy vhen combined with the low moiawre holding
capacity of this typo, droughtiness results. This oluss
also has an 1mwrem. low gupply of plant nutrients boing
pa‘rt.icularly low in organic matter, potassium and phosphate.
This lack of organic matter in the surface horizona,
droﬁghtineaa, and loose textured surface aolls provide a
soll grouping, particulurly susceptible to wind erosion.
In the cultivated sactions of Burford 'loam. numerous cobblos
apjmnr on the surface and reguire frequent removazl.o

 On the other hand, ClassIII is fairly well suited

to the growth of cereal graina, hay and pasture, The nearly
level ralief, losmy toxture of the surface horizons,
freedonm .t'rom dayge ntones, and the podaibi.uty of early
spring cultivation mnke this 50il grouping eomewhat dosiruble
for culuvauon.

The arormnuoncd ohnmctorinuca are favourable
for the .production of cortain high value cash crops such
as tree fruits and amall fruits, but the township 1s located

,v
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in a cllmtic belt that does not Lfavour their growthe

| " The consideration of the closo adjustment of man
't0 this s0il group in particular will he left to the
chaptei; on pregsnt lond use.

Clasa IV

Becnusa of its singular chamcteristics, a single
8011 type, Dumfriea loam, occupics this fourth clasa. It
has developed on the coarse limestone and shule m:tcrials
that wore doposited by the melting ice and has not becn
nodificd to any extent by marine waters. The t11l is
composed largely of Lockport dolomitey plucked from the
 edge of the escarpmont ond laid down in tho form of ti11 .
moreineas It 1s the well drained member of the czi‘:.m a.na'
profiles oxhibit tho charactaristlcs -of the Groy-brown Great
Soil Groupe :
_ A typlenl soil pi-ofua shows 84x inchaz of dark
g;-ay-brown- loam or aahdy loam over woll daveloped horizons.
 Stones are abundant and tho parent muterial is a groy stony
" Class IV presonts distinot probloms to the farmere
Rellef 1s 80 steenly aloping as to méke mechanized cultivation
extremoly hazardous, .In addition, the occurrence of many
| large stones hamper easy cultivations The fertility lovel
1s generally low to medium and the 8oil as a whole ie gemerally
'luscopt.iblo t0 sheat erosion.

Hovmr. the loamy texture and porous nature of



. the prrent suterdsl pormit carly oultivstion and ae & rooult,
much of the arou has boan clearcde Bocauss of the overw
bal'nncia_g nature of the limiting factors, ylelds arc poor

in this saction and much oxiots toeday 88 rough pasturce

Clags V
n this claggificaticn I havc grouped three
801l typess Joddo clay loasm and lyons loam are included -
a8 mexbers of the Dark Orey Gloiselic Great Soil Group,

44,

while Bottouland ic on intrazenzl soii, ' o

Jeddo eley loam and Lyons loem ers thé poerly
drained membors of t.ha Cnecida end Wobwmn cutena respectively
end congequently have the same parent materisl charactoristics.
Bottomland, on the otuer hand, has formed on alluvium and
occup:lea the lowelying arces along stieam gowrass which m
eubjoctod 10 flooding. j,

, As might bo unticipatod, poor drainuage ia ths .

main dotemimnt Loxr solls t0 bo accopted into thic clasoie
ficaticn. Ia all cases, swfaco relief s flat, or at thc
most, gently undulsting.

- Lyons loam dovelops in ths depressionel areas
vfound in the sections of 1mzuiar rclief of the veobwn
80iln, vhile Joddo cloy loam cccuples the "flutes” of the
Fluted Ti1l Pla:ﬁ.n- It would be impossibla t0 aep their
total ‘dlatridbution on such & sm:ild scalo (sce figure 8),

" but it may genorelly be said that they are fa\md in most
-dapmsaiomx aread in direct asscclation with thelir well
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i

ek 0
TR



drnmed cat.énn MCrdorge

_Agrioultural utilization is almost ontirely
limited to pasturing. Much of Class V is under woodlsnnd
~ but whore it has been oloarod, pasture prodomimtea.' In
. only very fow nectiona i it economically feasible to install
tile drainage. | i

.Clagss VI
. Tho land use capability in rclation to agricultural
 practices 16 20 limited in this last classification as to

‘bo almost non-existents This soil type (Farxz;mgton doam)

has developed on the sides of tho Niagnre Escarpment and on
parts of the limestone plain' of Daquesing Townshipe There

48 ususlly less than a foot of soll covering the b;adrock |
and vory ..utue d:l.ftorsnciauon in colour or toxturcs The
surface goil is usually a loam end a dark brown colour
goninatos the whole profile to the bedrock. there soil
‘matorials have accumulated to a sufficient depth in dsclated

| pockets, Yoburn loam (Class I) has developed.

Crop production is almost. entirely prohibited by
the Orought.y conditions of the sou. Indecd, by far the
greatest proportion of foreat cover of usquesing Township
1s found on Class VI land. Limited sections are utilized
for grazing, perticularly in the epring and after the fall .
rains vhen moisture is abundant. However, during the
gusmer® mmtha. the s0il becomes extremely droughw,

-nmiunz t‘orago acuviuaa. ?
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Fron tha foregoing treatment of colls, one can
readily see the ccamplexity of soils ms thsy oceur in
Esquesing Township. . Climate, physlography and cvon vegetation
have a.u- exsrted their influenco in providing the area
under atndy with this myriad of complex, yet interosting
soil distributions. A more complete description of individual
profiles will be presonted in the eppendix, while the "5
adjustment of man to this claessification will be more
: oxt.eha'ivew discussed in tho followling chapters.

0w




TADT
BICTOATCA I GUOGRAPINY

(A) LELROLUCTION .
" "An historical zecgrépl;;/ of any region is
‘theoretically possible for every poriod of ita history and
is to be written scparated for each period; there is not
‘one but mn:w historical geographios ot
| in t.he following c!mptw four crosse-sections of
| the zuoamphy cf the past have been rcconstructed. I havo
done thic to catdcfy two main obJectivam the first and of
primary importance is to provide a preclse hictory of the
: tmmmp (Y] mtex'prutod by & g.uonmphm', compilud undesr ono
covery the second ia to allow tho history of tho preaum.
dand use to be moro cloarly understoods - 48 there 1o no
written hictory of qu;mainz qunuhip in exlatence, only
“thoe main sourcos of roforuence will be noted. IMuch of tlio
information came from un.tdontiﬂcd nawapapor clipp:lnza,

interviews, and queatiomairas.

:’,ﬂ‘\v
S

(B) lecd |
In 1821 the population of Esquesing Township was

478 and was elmost entirely composed of immigrants from tho ‘
British Isles, the majority being Scots.

.....‘........lQ.C.......QC................‘..‘........‘...

+ Hartshorne Re Tho Nature of Geography. «mnals of the

sscociation of american Geogrephers, 1839. P.18S.



‘The aroa under atudy wno, at this time, ono of
the .iuvm!upn of Nelton County which along with Ventvorth
County formed the Goro Districts After 1812, the land
“around’ L"oqueaina wus purchnasd from the oix Nation Indians
and in 1&16, the Gore Motrict wins opened Tor setilemante
The more accaeeible arend elong the sheree of Loke Ontacie
. were nuturally occupied first and it wss not until 1P1S that
" the ﬁrs’t. settlers bogan to move into Eoquesing Tovnzhipe

W w nlt.hough tho Core mamm. was set apart Lo be
aattlcd by the United Impire Loyuliata, uvaiublo reporta
and statistics indicate thot the maln body of pettlora were
from tho Dritish Isles. 7Tho lost of the truo United mpire
Loyslists had becn sottled by 1707. 7The privationg incurred

. in Britain as a result of the lapoleonic ¥ars, the abJ ec'b

' ad.eery fostered by the Industrial Rwaﬂ.uuan. and the
'me:ﬁcimcy of the poorly scministered laws provided ample
‘incentive for the poeople 10 scek tholr fortinios in Uppor
Canidae |

4 ' ‘rha tmdenqy of theso cerly settlers to locate

' rathw clummmy" hiaa bDeen well illustrateds - Cne of the
_ ﬁrat wcuom to be cottled was that which cemo to be known
as the "Scotch Dlock"s There io dlesgresment aa to its
exuct, 1oeauon and extent but it is generally considered to
be anclosed by the zzamnmmya»wquwm Townohdp line and
the Jixth z.ine, axtendinn fron the Bm Lina to the road
Joining stwmovm to Speysido. 8 m:.gm. be expected, the
first settlers wore Ocoto, wany of them Lfrom the lowlands

48,




of Scot.lénd who brought with them that tonaclity vhich wus
‘80 essential in the garly days of lund clearanca.
~ ,The English and the Irish wore also represcnted
| arid, al'u_wugh'thay freely scttled among the Scots, there
wore tvwo sections praedominantily occupied by ths Irish «
Whaley Cornerg and Ballinufud. Toeday Whaley Cornsys
. 'pmvidas no urbenized function dbut in 1E11, gottlexent was
o in progracs which would be cllimaxed in later years. Early
 in the nineteonth century a wedthy American syndicate purchased
" a largs tract of .'Lund at Whaley C;Jmsw intending t0. estudlish
- a colony and gettle 11. with imerican'eitizens. For some
‘reason,’ prebubly the reverses suffered in the %ar of 1812,
tha w.'ojec?. wn8 abandened end the land sold to privaie
citizenss The Irish also tended to settle around Ballinafade
The Shorthills, the most prominent Irish family of the
early settlers, gave thia name to the vettlement, deriving
it from their nutive Ireland. .
‘ The first meeting in Esquesing for muni&ipal
purposes was held at the home of J. Standlsh on Concession

VI, Lot 13 ocn Januory lst, 1821 Later, moetings worc held . -

in the tavern of T. Thompson on the Soventh Line, Lot 13. ©
As settlemont progressed, one of the main

easeizuanls was & saw and grist mill. It 1e hore that one

mast appx#ecia.t.ef the influence that the dralnage paticrn

has' l’ud on sotile’ment ag often a mill would form a nucleus

uround which an urban centre would develop. - Arising in the

awampy areas along the brow of the oanarpment, the water

Weelmrhp ety et WRR




flow wus usually reliable throughout the entire year. rgain,
uixicq these stroams wore in a youthful stoge geologically,
their flow was raplds From these two factors, the stroams
provided sufficient and roliable power for the water wheols
of the esrly grist yanc'l sow mlllse
: . szncn-the land had %10 be cleared before cultivation
vas posaible, lumbering was the initisl activity of the
| pioneer; Timber was the principal impedinent to farming and
as-a resulu lerge sections were quickly clonraed, the felled
trees providing the bagis for the potash industry. Hecavse
| of the Br:ltish market for poianh, ‘the need fLor a cash incoma,
‘ and the surplus of timber, esch farmer usually recduced hiq
woodland 1o ashes to be exportaeds

~ Tipber also provided the principal source of __
bu:lldi#xg materiale Although the first. homes were constructed
of logs, savn boards were much in demands Ao a result saw |
nills were the firat to apgrear on the lendscapes 1t wss not
unul a later period that tinbor wes eomercially exploited
and export.ea out of tha township. |

Stewartown (Stewarttown, Stewarton) is said to
have been the location of the first settlers in the township
ond has been dated back to 1818, 4 tributary of the Credit
iuver provided a source of power for the operation of a saw
- ana' a grist mi1d whiﬂch had been bullt in 1820 by John and
Duncan Stw'art. Stevtirtoun was named after these two mene
‘The year 1820 52w the ~establlahment of tha first

post office in the homs of Henry Fyfe (Ssventh ldne, Lot 9)e



Thds post office waa' given the nume "anueai.nz" which 1t
" petained even after it was moved to Stewartown in 1840,

. Ixi the year 1821, George Kennedy and his family
were tho cole occupants of "Hungry Hollow" (sixteen yesrs
later 't.o bo renamed Georgetown)e At this time he is roportod
t0 have completed the construction of a small gaw mill
which received 1ta motive powor from the xmtax?a of ilver ‘
Creeks |
o Similarly, Jomoes HcRabb had settled in ths area
which 18 now known ag Norvale Ko mill was in ‘sxistence by
the year 1371 although one was under gonstruction to be
comploted in 1828.

In adaition to the pr:lv-xuons imposad upon tha
aatf.lers by the mtuml envirmment, the economic conditions
of Upper Cenada also posed probloma. Settlera wers primurily
" in a state of self-suffliciency, howaver, wheat was produced
in sufficlent quantitics to provide a ensh CrOpe “The
cultivation of wheat was encouraged by the privileges provided
by -tfm New Corn Laivs of 18l8%. By this act, North American
cblon:lep ware given an advantage ovor foreign competitors
Lor tiw wheoat market in Britain. Also, z'.laing prices,

' stumming from poor harvosts in surope during the yocrs 1816
t0 1820, encouragad an inerensing omphasis to be placed on
the cultivation of this crop.t

Svon Esquosing Townohip, with its limited

.'...l...‘.'..'..QQ......‘..Q..QQ".......Q..“......Q.....
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cultivated acroage tendad to rely on whoat us ito m:in
cnu_h_crdp._ Howevar, in 180, there wng sn abundunt harvost
in Britsin and whoat and flour from Uppor Canad. viero

. declining in Briumi. eotimation dus to improper huindlinge.
Consequently, in 1821, wheat dropped to one=hulfl 1to
provious prica.

In concluaion, tho year 1821 shv sottlement in
anueéing Township consioting of a fow igolstod cloaringe
ogcupled by @ eclf-gufficient farm. A fow milk cows
‘rorar.ed in ‘the bush while the settlor cultivated hig land
© between tho protruding stusps with a team of oxone Crosge
road settlements weare practically non-existont slmply
because roads were fow ond far botweens Trancportation of -
‘any surplus agricultural produco wag. usually carried out
_during the winter when tho traile wero sufficiently covered
wvith snow to suppﬁrt a sledge pulled by plodding oxcne |

| A8 a result, economic depmaaibn combined with
appurant. insurmountable obatacles presented by the physical
omironment. provides a study of truly pioncer conditions.

() 180
o Bochuso of the radicnl chungo in tho cultural
lundacapa, f.ha noxt geogr.phy to bo studied is that
f proncm.od by the yaur 18861
" In this year, the population of requesing rcwnship
nubored 6,226« Two thoussnd of these claimed the Britich
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Iules as their place of bix'tl'; vhile 3,0:06 purported 10 LO
- Canndicne (moinly second goneration British immigrants)e
Caly 200 chuie from the Unitad btataa.
The your 1861 suw 6444Cl acrcs oceupied, with
». roughly ono half of thic beim,, cultivatod (pae figure 7).
The previcus threc deeudes lud bevn an ineversed ehiphiouis
‘on tho production of wheat. Indeed, by 18561, wheat ogénpicd
by fur the greatest acreage under cultivution (sco figuro €).
datvecn 1&.’5 and 1831, whoat graduslly bocume the
mogt mport'mt cash crop. A toriff wse imposed upon Americun
£00da und un incroused local markot wao provided by the gront
influx of British immigronte. Consequently by 1831, the
farmers felt that thelr future was economically secure .
with the continued production of wheate.
Crop fuilures in Canxda, sbundant British hzrvests,
&nd furopean depressiona &ll but eliminated wheat export.
éuring the 1830'c. It was not until 1840 that this orop was
‘sgain exportod in any quantity to the British lelos. Uood
marvosta; an incroased é;‘creago under cultivation, and changes
3n .f,ha Corn Laws had once agaln provided the neceisary
uupp;y ﬁnd denvemd fox'-\t.hose g0 dependent upon a single eash
'; erope tven aﬁex' the policy of free trade vas adom.efﬁ by
tho British in 1846, whoat continuod to be of prime importonces
. Now, whoat wss sioply ﬁ\mctmacd by American speculators,
- trunsported to a luke port (Oakville), shipped across lake
| Cntarlio and down the GOrie canul on its way to Brit.ain.l

.0‘.....".0......O‘.OC...."..........Q.........O........O.
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The othor crops such as peas, onts, miizc ond

barley wore primarily intonded to be consumcd on ths .11
In -additioq to providing excellont food for the livestock,
.the 'éxpox?t of tﬁeae, crops was limited by their b'ulky niture
and low markot valuee

- It 18 of interest to note that oats ocoupied.
tho socond lurgest acroage of erbplmd in 1881, Thio may '
paﬂ.ir\ll,y b_o a. ddroct rasult of tho large percantugo of
. Coots who asettled ;vithin the township as it provided tho
main staple of their dicte In addition, the incrosse in
. the nutber of horses (1,162 in 1851) incressed the necd for
. the cultivation of oatse | |
| As of 1851, tho poa woovil had not seriously
‘affected the pea crop of Esquosing Townshipe In this yeur,
1,462 acres were under cultivation from which 20,324 bushals
- ware harvested and utilized mainly for the fattening of the

- 24201 hogse

| Livestock was gonerally poorly bred before 1851.
The exxrly settlers simply sllovied their animle 10 forage
in tho bushlend that enclosed the settlements, & practice
that resulted in the dovelopment of a wiry, half-wild
besste This wus particularly true of the hogs which
rosmed the forest at will providing the historisn with
'anecd.otea of their ferccity. llowever by 1861, an incronsod
interest in livestock ralaing was boginning to appear.
. Indged, from the census of 1851, about one half of the
. cultivuted .1and waa undor mproved pastum-(éae figure 7)



- Clim:te and availoble mnrkets were the miin
| 'fécx._ora affecting this type of agricultural econosffe The.
. frost free ooaeon was not catirely adequate for the
cuocouafh cultivation of Indian maize and, 6o @ result, tho
"corn=hog“ econosny that prevailed in soro scctions of the
United States did not develops On the other hand, the
product.ion of .both spring and niniex- wheat seldom suffored
from climatic limitations. <The winter snows covered the
‘gfasces an which livestock could feed and therefore it vwas
not until 1871 when hay production increased thut livestock
became important agriculturallye

- . Darkets olso encouraged the cultivation of wheate
Incressed immigration provided a larger local market while
pepulation becume more dende us northward expanslon vas
1imited by the Cunadiun Shielde The European market was
- openod by the improved transportation facilities of 1881,
AI' plank road had becn conétructed from Stewurtovn to
Cakville which was extensively utilizod in the transport -
of grain and timbers Krom OCukvillo it went by chip dovn
the St. Lw;ronco River, but 3n 1861 much was trunsportod
via t.ha ixie Caml.

The year 1851 ushared in an era of 1mprovad
traﬁapoﬂation facilities = & factor which would greatly
affect the culturul landscupee In the years preceéing
'1851 there wers only two miin rosads open throughout the
entire yeare 4t 48 true that most of the concossion and
"une roads were am'wyed and 1414 out by this time but t.hey

51,
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| were most efficiently utilizod only in the winter. “ho
Yori itead, extunding from iittle York to Guelph, wao
“opened us far as Georgetown in 1332, pasaing in a dlagonnl
‘lino through the townaldp (mter illghwny Noe 7, constructod
in 1023). This road was later planked, providlng comporue
tively good comuumnications from Georgetown and MNorwel
through Brampt.on 1o Toranto.
The Scventh Lins was built in the carly doys
primrily a8 a colcnization ronde It vas surveyed in
1837 and was caued Hankin'e Rond aftor the suIveyoOTe
Later it was given the name Garafraxa Road and extcnded
from Oukville to Owun Sound primarily to open up tho
lattor areae It was of mportuneé 10 the furmoers of
Eoquesing Township as 1t provided a routeway over which
gralin could be transportsd ¢6 tho shdpping port of Cakville.
Before the Grand Trunk Ruilway wao completed, whoat Zrom.
| 28 .rax- north as rin (Crin Township, Wellington COurity)
wab teamcd ¢own the Seventh lLino to Oakville IHarbour.
Buoauge this road was so intensively used by
. the inhubitanta of the arou undor study, the Trafalgar
Roa& cm'any.dmcidad to capitalize on this routoway.
During the early 1850'c this road wes planked end made
into a "r.oll roade A combination of intensive uso and
neglected repuirs wore out the road within sevan yearse
| Ralilway construction wes aléo becoming an essential
foaturc of the cultural londscape. Although not comploted
until 1856, txia Crand Trunk duilway had been under construction



.' since 1846, cutting diagonally acroos &‘.nquoamg Tovnohip
Joining Guelph, Acton, Georgotovn, Brampton nnd Toronto.
| : '. + In 1861 the population of Georgotown was 700
Shore ware two tamnordes, one grist mill, one ssw mill,
one cloth factory, onc ashary, two cabinet chops, throe
vazon tact.o'riaa‘,' five blackemiths, two tailors, tvwo
shoemakers, one tavern and tvo ganeral stores. Uy this,
ono clearly scos tho 'prcdoaﬂ.nancé of industries dependent
upon é,local gource of raw materialse

‘Historieolly, induotry of primary importance
begnn in 1837 when the Barber Hrothers built thoir woolen
foctory. In 1801, 40 hands wore omployed. At thiao timo
the aétucmmi was 8till knovn me "Hungry Hollow" but wap
soon chrnged on tho rocommondation of tho Barbors to
Goorgotown in honour of George Kennedy, the first scttlcr. -
. " fhe woolen factory processed the wool reccived from the
surrounding area (6,751 sheep in Esquesing in 18&1) and
utilized power supplied by the Credit fiver for the manue
fdct.ure of woolon articlose ,l '

54milarly the tunneries processed the hideo
yoceived from the surrounding area. In turn the Dmoot. |
oot and dhoe (:ompnw vho employed 30 hm:xls made use of the
procassed lcathers |

| . the blacksmiths catered to the local tmda, but

| the ahop opax-ated by Je Dolson grew 40 the proportion of
being considered a foundry. Nere ho minufactured machinery
casunw foz' tho local farners.
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The cabinet ohops and vagon factorics all m.do

" use of tha abundant supply of timbar that still oxisted.

It 18 in 1861 that tho lnet mention 1s made of the exlstence

of en asherye As proviously menticned, the monufncturc of

_pot.hbh providod a subotsntial initial sourco of incone

* becuuse of the iuropean demand for potassiuma oalts to0 be

used in goap, fertilizera, and othor cuch manui‘acturés. :

* The recson for the disappearance "_of this industry muy be
. 8een by the rapidity vwith which the land of Lsquesing

Townghip was being olcared. '.Isft.er 1861, tho exlsting supplics

- of available timber to be reduced to potash were becoming

inited. | | |

T gy Tt s

= i Mg

The eomuérciul mport.unée of Georgetown wu.o
cartainly overshadowed by industrye Only two genoral stores,
two tailors and one tavern proviously mentioned providced

the commercial function of this settlcment. Although thm
.,1'0 soma doubt ‘a8 t0 the exact number of stores, the most
generous writer of the 1850'8™ attributod no more than
throe to Guorgotowne In any ovont it muot be realized that
thoy _aarvo& e»auemtiam only the inhabitants of Goofuetom.
in 1851;, travol was not facllitated by excellent roads and
'm_ot.or'véhicloa a8 it is tp-day and thereforé_‘ many small |
embryonic urban centres existed serving only their own
inhobitants snd on immediate hinterlande.

The growinz mortahce of Acton wus also gvident

at'lthis ocarly dsta. By 185l population has been estimated

000000000080 00000006000000000000000RR00E0RRI0CRORROITERIRIRIRDES
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at uppx;oximtoly 425 moat of whom were employed.in the two
tanneries, two sov mills, two wugon factories, end tho throe
shoe factoriess Thers were also three general storea, tvo
inna and several cmithics. The reasons for thelr occurrence
in 184 are similur to those of doorgetown and require
1ittle mention here.

' liine years aftor George Kennedy eettled in .
“Hungry lollow", Acton waa simply 400 acres of farmland
ownod by Zeﬁan, Aufus and tzra Adame on Concessions II and
Il1I. As in the cose of most of the small wb;m aettlemento,
Acton owed its oriaix; and nubnequeni' growth t0 the establishe
pent of a griet and saw mille A creek had been dsmmod toO

" . provide a constant head of water to supply the motive power

for thesa @illse The pond that wes formed 16 now known .
as Fairy Lake. ' o |
CLony e When the £irnt otore was established the name of
this ‘aet.uemont. wag accepted ao Daaville only to be later
c!wnsnd %0 Adamsville in honour of thc firat aettlern. In
1844 tho pronant namo 0f Acton was given to this aetuemmt
by Robert uwan, the firot pont.mat.ar.
- In 1837 the firet tennory was established, ovned
and o;kmtod by Abrasham Nellio. This was the beginning of
an industry which now éomtmxtea end has co effectively
controlled the growth of Acton, = that of the prosent day

Beardnore and Company Limitod.
The village of Norval was also o Llourishing

centro in 186l. It contained the usual aupp].y of indugtrieoy



oneo g.ri'nt and oatmeal miil, ono saw mill, one tannery, two
smithics, throo shoomakers, one tavern and two genoral stored.
Popnlatiqn figwres are lacking for this date but nn
spproximation of 226 may bo mndes
" The grict mill built in 1828 by Jomos Mcllabb
wag £or & t4na 8aid to be tho lirgost 4n Canadue It wus
a biick building thres stories high, one hundred fect long
‘_ . and thirt.y-’-ﬁva::eet wides It had eight run of atones and
..a capacity of two hundred barréla of flour a daye. 7This mill,
as might bo expected, wag of great importance to the infant.
community, attracting farmers from both Chinguacousy and
.. kequeeing Townships. e
~ Doth the physical and culturel environment affocted
the estzblishment of this mille At Norval the Crodit River
"1s confined betweon the narrow walls of the till plaine
Dnrinn-post—slticial times, the ewift flowing river rapidly
eroded the till plain pbovi:d:lng a narrow, stoep sided,
V-shaped valloye .Tk.m walla of the valley were sufficiontly
clooe togethér to facilitate the congx.:-ucuon of a dame In
addition the presence of the w;n trévouea Yori Roud
provided an excollent means of transporting grain to and
flour from Norvele "
) In 1830,.- Ycllabb haé tho site surveyed into village
lots and through his oncouragement both aettlers and industry
were attractede Until 1840, the village site was known
vﬂquﬂy us Mollabb's Idll, YeNabbville or oimply Mcllabb,
but then a post offico was opencd and tho nome fixed uo

b2,



Rorvale It 48 of intercot to note the influcnce thnt

©ewromnding physiogrephy had oven in dseiding the nare of

thie villsges Colonel Cloy, the first postmister compared
the hi;l'u surrounding this 1ittle sottlement to0 the Grumpian
Hille vhere the heavo fRoxvel", of John Huwo's poem "Douzlng”
uvea. i d

Glen Williams in 1E51 i 8o similor to Forval in
phya:lcal site and wdan dovelopment that it onw roguirea
sliah't. montions In the gnmo momner the Crodit River had .
cut into the existing ploistoconc deposits to provide an .
excellent dum sites The original cettler in 1824 wae
Chardes mnams and it was his son Jacodb who took sdvantage

" of tho narrow valley Walls and the swift flowing rivér to
~ provide the motive power for these early industrics. By

' 4n operution.

1851 a grist mill, a saw mill snd one wdolen ractory were.

. In Stewartom, in addition to the mula mentioned
in 1881, there were two general etores, .n saddbry, a tanncry,
and a cabinet shops After 1849, the municipal meetings of
Esquesing Township were held in Mackenzie's Tavern in
Stewartown. Since than, this village has deon the administ-

rative centre 9: '.the township and the seat of the local

governing bodys At this time, the population of the village
18 cotimated at 300s | :
. In 2861 1t e aigniﬁcant t0 note tho appeamnce
of the stozm engine as a source of industrial mOtive powere
nm-mg tho previouc fo:-ty yoars, mduatry had been forcod




1o locate adjucont to the only source of pover - flowing
waters By tho year 1841 industry wag alleowed Lroudom of
location as ateam ongines wora generslly being acceptod as

~ an alternative gource of powere It i now that trrnaportation

facilitica becomo of primeyy importence in controlling
industrial locutions |
| In summary, tho yeor 1861 eaw much of the pionear

~ ravnoss that oxieted in 181 romovade A large acroage

was under cultivation and the oxen were giving way to the
horges as draft animalo. The fermers were engaged in en
exhaustive system of agriculture concentrating on one muin

o ‘6@69 = whaate Since the market for wheat was unpredictable

end uncontrolled by the locul farmers, the prosperity of
the inhabltants wus particularly vax-iabla._ In additicn to

 Americin tariffe against Canadian agricultural products,

4

tha.vaciuaﬁ_.ng nature of tho British Corn Laws made tho
' cultivation of whoat one of spoculaticn. In 186lL, abundant
harvesta and & fuvoursble repeal of the Com Laws provided
pr_oaperi‘ty t0 the inhabitants of Esquesing Townshipe.

I
ettty : .
T e
o] ud

In 1871 the total rural population of isquesing
Township nuibered 6,130 By 181 4t had reached 6,076 end

- for tho moxt ten years it ranainod cpmpurgxtiveiy etationary.

The decsde immediately following ABSL saw the riso
in rural population i'oaulunz from soveral related featuras.



In 1864 .t.he iteciprocity Treaty was signed with tho tnited
States allowing tho comparutively froo flow of goods betwaon
the two Nerth American countrics. Tho prosperity that
resulted from such an agreement was followed by an influx
of settlers. Immigrants in trenscit to the united utates
were attracted by the economic opportunitics offered ond
many docided to remine At ‘the gume .t:l.ma, lossces of native

Canadlens by emigration to the United States wero relatively

light- |
However thia influx of settlers declined in the
 decads previous to 1871 Tho termim:uon of the Rociprocity
. - Troaty and the erection of American teriff barricrs against
" Canudlan exports made tha carly years of the 1861 - 1871
“ decade ano of economic stress and reoadjustmcnte. Any .
iomigration was counteracted by andgration of Canadiuns to
the United States and the Canndian %est.
' 8y the year 1871 all of tho land of Eoquesing
Township had bean occupicde. P.obinaon‘? etates that the
' township was fuuy 6ccupied by mmowever etatistics
(sca figure 7) indicate that the 1871 was a moro likely once.
The two decadca that had paosad since 1861 had
socn the construction and complation of the GuelpheToronto
lino 6f the Grand Trunk Railvway t.hrbug'h Imquesing Tovnshipe

.......Q...................O.......O..‘........0...0.......

1 Hm‘do Wo Bo
«' . . ndvj.oory t.ommit.tou on
heconotruction- nchtnat.er mivoruity. 1943,

2 Robingon. Co Ontardo Aericulturnl Commlealon. ippendix Ba

Volume II. 1881,
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' Staﬁ.ad in‘ 1546, it wae comploted in 1856 and vins opcncd
for traffic in toptember of thut m;-,.  During tho conotruction
- of this rallway, large sums of money poured into the
. township from tho purchasing of rights of way, the hiring
of tomﬁa end lubourers and tho incroascd local market that
wao created by imported labourorue

Although thoro w.s & very genersl snd groduzl
| mdvmont‘ tovards the divarsification of agriculturo, vheat
' madntained its position as tho most importont single crops
‘The year 1871 saw a very serious decline in the cultivation
of this crope Since another boom period, similar to that

| . coused by the Crimcan War wus expected to reoult from the

.American Civil war, meny scres of this gpeculative crop .
went under cultivation. Fowcver the cemond for wheat vas
not op was expected dus to tho inereased conpeﬁt.:lon froa
the American Gests Dy 1871 this fuct was evident to tho
agriculturalists of Gsquesing Township and the production
’ of whoat declined. o

The year 1871 48 marked by & gradual increassc

© - in tho production of barley. This may be explained by the .

fact that Canadian barley was in great demand in tho
Onit.ed Gtates since the tormination of the Reciprocity
Tpoaty did not affect the trado of this coamodity. <he
direct result of the large influx of Gormans and other
Baropouns who consumed large quantities of baeer. uince
there was a govere tax on whiskey during tho Civil war



boer provided a ‘cheaper alcoholic bavomno.l

Alsp connectod with tho dbreving industry vi.a the

-dulﬁlynt.ion of hopee. It is from the cultivation of thi.a
plant that ono £inds the closae relationship of man to his
| prwa.lcai a8 well ua economical environment.e According to
' &lngon""-. "Deing o dedp-moted plant, the hop reguircs a
. deep woll=drained Boile Alluvisl soilo, or decep sondy or
-grovelly J.Onm. 80ils aro most desiruble. Hoavy clay soils,
oopogclnlly if wet, must bo uvbldnd." In addition, tho
maintoninge of tho ht;p yarda roquires much .lubc:ur. Conaequontly
't0 satiofy both goil and ludour requi.mmntn, the hop yardo
had to be situated on sandy 50ils near a fairly large centro
of populations Tho village of Georgatown adequately fulfilled
't.heao requiremontse. ' |
In 1861 mly 26 pounds of hopa were produced but
s rose to 2,020 pounds in 18Gl. By 1871, 200 acres were
undes cultivation, the yurds varying from 4 to 16 acres in
size and all occurring in or noar the village of Goorgotowns®

' A1l of the hops, and a large percentege of tho
barlecy produced, were sold to Brain's Brewery (establighed
in 1545 on the Eighth Line, onc mile eust of Hornly)e By

0000.00?.000.0..000.0’0.000.'000.0.0...COO..O0.0Q.O..!.O... :
4 Ops Cit. dJones ReL. Chapter VIII‘. R

€ xleoges Es He W Lcolozicsl Crop Ucomraohy. The Facmillan
Compenye New Yorks 105le ' A

3 pope g4 He itlas of Hslion County,.Ontarig. Valker and
#dles. Toronto JdE77. SR S
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1877 this brewery employed 10 men who utilized 10,00C buahels *
of berloy and 8,000 pounds of hops in producing 4,000 to
6,000 barrels of beor unnuillye

| Poa production incressed from 209384 acrvs in 1851
20 80,710 ucres &n 1871 end was closcly controlled by the
| increazsed dekmmd ot 'Brztain and the United Statos. xsaqueuinz
Township wep ralnuva}.) unaffaocted by the pea wocvil widch
ravaged oo much of Ontario's pea crop in the 1860's and 1870's.
It wse not until a later dzte that this insect offected a
decline in pea production. '

Tho increaced acreaeo' of outs snd huy is closely
rclated to the growth of the liveatock population. “In addition,
during the period of rcciprocity, large quantifien of cats
| 'were axportod t0 the United States. However, with the abrogation
of this treaty and the subseguent loss of an export market,
production of oats was below normal in 1871. '
| My this year, Halton County was included in the
_ chief euttle raising rogion in Cntario. 'The dalrying industry
| which now accounta for so much of the farm income waa in an

— ——

~ embryonic state and will be conaidared daters
The facilitios offered by the Crand Trunk Railway

'tendod to concontrate the rising population in a few urban
contres. Howaver, tho affects of this railway on population

'am only roclative, that ia, it provided the incentive for the
hcr;aaaod growth of Acton and Georgetown but did not
| irmedintely effect a decline in the rural villages which
were woll established (viz. Forwl end Glen Willlams).



Actually tha only reason forr the increased predordnance of

. these two urban centrat over the others was that now industrice
wore attracted to them because of the railvaye The old,

‘well ostudbliched industries of the rural villages could still
efficicntly conpoto with those of Ceorgetovm and hActone The
emallost centres such as Cpeyside, Ballinafad and Peru vhich

_had no Mé industaial developwent could not, however,
hope 40 provide any ccopetition.

| Physiogrephy controlled the construction of the
railvay t.hrough Georgetovn rather than Stewartovn or Glen

' williems. At Limchouse there occurs the only cignific-nt
"broak™ in tho H:léggm ¥zcurpmunt {or scvoral miles. %ithout

tlis gap, the railway would have boon constiructed in a ctraight
1ine to Join Acton to Brampton running through Glen Williems.

| nowwur cince the Aifficuliy of excessive cutting could be
- overcome by utmzing this gap, the railwa;;agmmod southwards

50 that 4t ran through Lizehoussend Georgetown end then on
' to Bramptons - ‘, o

| | Goorgetown in 1871 was supported by a population

of 1,282, Although it had alwnys becn the lending urban contre
‘4n Faquesing 'll‘ovmn!‘x:lp. it now forged ahead of the othar

| aspiring aett.lémem.a 15y leaps and bounds. UGoeorgeotown remained

© part of Esquesing Township until Doceaber 13th, 1854, when

4t vas incorporatad as & villuge..
The woollen mill of the Barber Brotham was removed
in 1853 but the prescnce of tho Grund Trunk Railway prompted

| them to build a paper mill. This mill provided ths basis of

70.



- ome of Oco:'aqtdwn'd londing Industrics Toeduye. Lven 1n 1871,

" a high ¢rade Quality puper weo mnufuctured £rom wood aid

otrew pulp, doveloping the highly ekilled labour which mado
posniblé the prosent duy Allianco und Provinelal caper Companiese
Yy 187, water and steam cppoar to huve beon of cyunl Amportance
in providing motive power for industry, for in the Barbor

- Papar Foetory, there wore four watsr whools and four atcam

englnuse A8 u complementery industry, e Cs Thite utilized
ooms of thie high mde paper in the Oeorzetown tnvelope
Fagtory.

'J.‘he many amth.lee that catered to the local trada
of 1851 wero gtill preaent, end the foundry of J. Dolso
providcd. the basis ror tho no¥ Vrons and Pope Knitiing tachine
Manufacturing Compunye Je Be Duyfoot a't.m- operated hig
‘bobt end shos factory. It had expsnded to omploy 80 to 100
men end- menufactured prineipally heavy boota which were
msrketed. in Tox'ont.o. The induatrics depcndant. upon a congtant
supply of wood wcro 6t1ll in ovidenca..

The commarciel functiocn of Georgetovn hud greatly
~ increased oince 1861. By 1871 there were two hardvure storcs,
ona drug stors, one Jewelry storo, two bakerieo, 'a'ana soveral
zené.ml and grocery ctores. In sddition, G;ooi'gatown boaated

' of four doctors nd three lavwyors. '

, The r:lno in the comnmerci:al ﬂnportnnca of Georrotov-‘n
may bo éirectly rolated to the improved roeds and increased g
number of curriagess Also, being eituated on t.ho min line
of the Grund Trunk Kaillway, it was a simple tack to ship




' ~ manufnctured goods from the larger 1nduat.r1a.1 contros to

iy

" Georgatown for distridbuticn.
. Acton was als¢c benefiting from the facuiuen
' proviaed by the Orand Trunk Hallwoye Adlthough it was not t0
be incorporated as & vnlaga for mw&har W0 yeara, by 1871
1t Guppor‘l‘.od a population of 800. Y '

.. -The taunery aporated by A. Xellia 4in 1851 was
now omnaod and eperated by the Beardmore Leathor Compuny e
The ’hidas prbcsaaod'by this firm wore principally imported
from South Amoricas The combination of a preecxioting

. - tamnery, a local Gupply of Cfiployess ckilled in the tenning

 industry, und the exgellent transportation facilitlcs atiracted
o tho gotablished Beardmore firm in 1865, From that year to
this, the prosperity of icton moy largoly be rclated to the .
policies of tha Bourdnore. Loather COmpany. . AT
. By 1876, 10,800 eides of leather were .prbeeasea |
cach week by the 350 employees who utilized 1,800 to 2,000
cords of bark in th,o‘. tanning process.. Lost of the hides were
madé into shoe leather which was marketed from coast 0 coadte
Both t.he imported row materials (cork from the Mediterrancan .
and hides rrom_.Sout.h'Ani;rica) and.the exported finiszhed
product wore axt‘.ﬂ;moly dependent upon the facilities provided
by the roilwey « indasd a opur line was evan builil into the -
yards of the tanndrys This wnnery has be'e.n,. and 18 to-Quy,
the largest. single :lndustx'y of Actone : -

. Another industry whose eatabliahment may be directly
y Telated to the construction of the Grund Trunk Rallvay wes
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‘the plent of We He Storoy, Canada Glove orkee /A8 tha mirkot'
wag ent:lraly wholosale (Winnipeg to Halifax) roailvay |
tx"nnaporg.mon wos cssontinle Indecd, the presence of the
Boordzore Losther Company muy have also been a signific.nt
~ factor in locstion since the Canada Glove Works utilized the
lesther produf:od by .this tunnery. However, in 1875, e He
Storey found it more satisfactory to ercct a tanncry of lis
own. _ '
| A similar proportion of anﬁ.thiea, bnkeries', hurdware
»and grocery otores that occurrcd in Georgetowh was found in
Actone ’

For thirty years aftor the Grand Trunk Xailway wos
built, all troins wera hauled by Toodeburning engines. Acton
ving the largost source of fuel (beecch and maple) betwecn
Toronto and Stratford. The geographicul position of Acton
may be directly relatod to the marketing of this fuel as
much of the matorial wne carted in from tho forusted cectiono
. of Naaoazr;;woya and Erin Townshipos. Acton benofited from this
fleoting market until tho innovution of the coaleburning
locomotive. ' |

Acton alao benefited from the faot that tho village
' of Mlton wuo riot sorved by a railwoy linc. Acton provided

ong of the main stations uced by thia municipality for the
| movement 0f both people and markotable 80048 ¢
| ' It 48 in the yoar 1871 that the lime industry of
. Eaquesing Tovmship becomos. of cconomic significances Iuch of
the dolomite, minly of the Lockport formation, is well



Photo lice 1l. Pot kilns found 1n the
vicinity of limehousss Umtil 1032 they
wora t:pemted by the Toronto Lime Company

Photo Noe 12 Draw kilna at Do ‘Vardene |

Note how the quarry £loor 48 level with
the %0p ot' the kiln.

4.



.~ 8xposed along the top end in the face of the l:iagam wsearpment e

It 16 of a go0d gracde of purity, yielding a grey lims which
vas utilized to 4 considerable extent in the construction

- dndustrye

A% the bottom of thé formation, tho mesases of
shal.ej and ferruginous dolomite (waterlimo) had been used for
mny years by a single industry in Limohouwso for the muking
of fintural .comont.;-' However this typo of dolomito wns usoloss
. dn tho mnufuoturé of lime and hnd to be dlscarded,
| - Althounh the lime producing industries did not

. actually operate to any great oxtent commercially until 1873,

- the 1ime kilna at Dolly Varden (Conceoaion 1V, Lot 23) and at

Linehouse were under construction. Again the Grend Trunk
| Hellway had its affect in deciding the locatlion of the industry.
Because "of. the bulky nature of the goods produced, an oconomical
_moans of transportaticn was reguired. In mddition, on
accessible supply of dolomitic limcstone was nesdeds As o
result of these two necda, the location of the main lime kilns
occurred whers the transportation facilities (Grond 'rrunk
Hallway) came in contact with the supply of raw materials
(Flagora tscarpment)e It 15 truo that Caquesing Township was
crossed diugomn;r by & series of lime kilns whose locations
were cntirely controlled only by the Niagara Iscarpment but
these waere, for the most part, operated by the local farmers
and attained 1ittle commercial significonces
, Fountain Crocn, whose namo wag later changed to

Limohouse with the establishment of a post office in 18567,



Fhoto Noe 13. Abondoncd plant of tho
Halton Brick Company near Torra Cotta.
This plant ceuscd operation in 1934, and
has recently becn s0ld with the prospoct

of future expansione.
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Photo Noe. l4. . Factory of the impire
Blanket Mills ostablishod in 1868 by J.
Nevitones Note how tho plant wag built
ngtraddling® tho scurce of motive powere
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had seversl industries othor than the 1imo kilns. John

| Newton eotablished the tmpire Blunket Mills in 1263 nnad

_ manufacturod flannels, sheetings, tweods, and ynrns to supply.
the local demond. Woollen blunkots were also produced but
were eiclusively- for tho wholessle trade.- John Newton and
Sono manufactured mineral paints for outbuildinge and foncese
The market for this product vias mainly wholesale and extended
even a8 far ag Australiae. Both mills received their mouve‘
power. from a combination of water and steoame #41e0 in operation
in Limchouse in 1871 were two saw mills end ono free siond
quartye . . ; | g

| Clen Williams in 1871 wae supported by 500
inhabitants, most of whom wore cmployed in the various industrics
which derived their motive povar from the oxcellent dnm
. “ sites found in the viecinity of this vil:lazo. - Indeed 1t
secms that. the perspicacity and acumen of the Williams family
combined with this excellent source of power formed the
basis of a prosperocus industrial Bconomy. Ag of 1871 it
" appears that the construction of the Crend Trunk Railway

' ~_through Gaorgetovn had not seriously affected Glen williams.

Thoe woollen mild erocted in 1839 by Je Wililams
was now oporated by Bonajah ummm who ecployed EO0 or 60 hands
in the manufacture of yarns and knitted goods of every
description. This industry recoived its total power supply from
a forty horoa powor Leffol water whoele . |
| Similarly the Glon Williams Flowr 3ill (owned .
énd 6pmted by Je Villioms) was driven by water which
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operated thrree run of stoncse Charles V{llirmo maintninod
the reputation of the 'tw’i_ninmo Tamily by opamtina‘h 81w
will angd lath factorye. In addition there wore tha usunl
nmithinu, grist mill, poat office and genoral ctoro.

| © Norval in 1871 wug 0100 unaffocted by the bullding
of tho Grand Trunk allway and wao inhibited by a populution.
‘of 459. Mcllabb's Mill was now ownod by Re Noble who
purchaced it in 1868 Again the prosperity of this rural

~ wvillage may be dlrectly rolated to a coubination of tho
driving forces provided by a personality and the watera of
tfzq Credit Rivers Noble msintained this mill at its high

- etato of productivity and in addition he added a cooperaze
Lo manufacture darrels in which the flowr was shipped. He
alc0 establishod a saw ailll to provide staves for these
barralss - The Rorval"f-’oollen and COtt:cm Batting Mills wus
.‘apnother industry opened by Ke Noblee ALl of thece mills
were pﬁwered by the Credit River. The usual assoriment of
amithien, genoral stores, taverns, tuaneries and boot and

h.amess shops were also in evidonce.
Stevartown in 1871 had beon affected by the

" econatruction of the OGrand Trurk iailway through Georgotowne

"By this yeary the population had decroased to 200s. The
réascn- for this can only be explained by its proximity to
Coorgatoun cosbined with tho abscnce of a strong indust:ial
économy. A steam éaw mill and flcur mill were owned and
Opemtod by the Lawson Erothors and plam ware being wade to
exn.arga the former to include a alxingle @ill. Again, tha
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ucul e.at.n!ilinhmnto such as caddlers, smithics, tanncrics,
churchios and & poot office woro proscnt.
| ', Mlormby in 1871 1 uniquo Zn that 1t 4o euid to
huve hud over 160 inhubitantsa, but no industricse Thoro
wox;e‘ howaver, four churches, ono hotel, two temporcnco houues,
one school, 4 post office, one genoral store, an Orcnge lisll
and & &rill shed. The population figuro given is, I bellevey .
 o.gross overestimation. Possibly no more than thirty people
' .would be cmployed by the previously mentionod e.stablicwmta
while Brain's Brewery which wss located one zile to the
nort.h-eant only esployed & maximum of 10 mene It wust be
remembered howevor, that there were no well defined municipal "
bounderics to this village and that the adjacent agricultural
‘ population of Csguesing and Trafalgar Townohips probubly '
'woxﬁ.d have been mclu_ded. Cmaoquenué the statement that
~ this village conteined over 160 mbitantay is a mlsrepresantas
* tion of the number of inhabitants that the eatablichmente of .
t.his village aupported. '
| A populotion of 150 1o slgo attributed to Dallinafud.
Certalnly there is more reason to give auch a figure to this
vindae ag 1t had o purp factory and carriage works in addition
to .o_nu'hotal, two general stored, & post office and a emithye.
 Hany of those tnhnb'it.an&a%mve baecn azricultumlistn living
clom to the surveyed boundaricos
Aphgrovae, *ipaya&dn und Peru are rolauvoly
instgnificant. in 1871. Tha sbaanco of tho Crodit Mver,
officient bwnnons nﬂ.nded inaividusls end rail trensportation



causced tha decline of these sottlomonts. Althouzh they had
nover been ne wall developed ag other gontres within tha

'tov«mhip, thaey were now entirely overahadowd by theose
other vulages. | "

| Heforences to tho sottlement of Silver Croek
ocour only butweun the yoars 1861 and 100, This mmm.
nust have been subjected to a rapid risc emd fall in
'.‘impox-t.ance 48 no mentlon can be found of it after 19C0.
In 1871 1t ves a smnll “villuge" on the Seventh Linc near
Lot 26 ond was »auppcx"t.ed only 'by a smll qQuarry. Jince it
. supplied tho stone for the Intornatiomal Oridge t Bufiulo
it 1s possible thaj. after this structure was complcted and
the market wus terminated, thie settlament declined. Although
4t supported, at one time, & fairly well established grist
2illy even this was absent in 1871.
_ Je He Pope atatea that the building of the Crand
Tnmk Railway inmediately csusced the declinc of by-pasced
rural villoges. However this io only partially trucs In
1871 thore wore thrée types of urbun centrese Georgeotowm
end Acton were by far the lurgest cantres roculting from the
existonce of a wall outnblisched laubour supply and 1nductr1n1
establiahmonw, tmnﬂpomuon fucilitles and atozm poviers
Norval and Glen ¥Williams were expanding but not neerly as
rapidly, receiving their impetus Lrom capable buslness men
, vand un adequate supply of water powers Tho third type is
composod of euch settlanents us Spoyaide, Peru, Ashgrove
to. which were repidly declining due to thefr inability to



attract industry uﬁd the proximity of larger contres which
could capably control the commorcinl function of theso unnll
rural v:lllpuea.

In aumnr:y, the inhobitants of Lequesing Tovmchip
generany enjoyecd prosperity both in wrban und nonsurban
activitica. lladton County was oeparated from ‘‘cntworth County
- 4n 1853 ond by 1871 consioted of tho four tovnships of
xmaoagaweya, nsqueaina, Trafulger and Nelsone In thic way,
~ the old Gore District disappecred Lrom tho recordse )

| Rural population had rom:ained constunt for over a
decado but now the wcotward migration had begun. uince

' inefficient féxmi.ng practices did not bring substantial
| financial rotuma, muny lost their farnms as mrtgagea vere
: roroclooed. Cn the other hond muny succumbed to tho.
' 'advort.ioamenta of the rallway or prairie land"companioe, or
many simply cold out while renl eotate value was high and
migrated t0 the cheaper wesctern landse Thae attraction of the
rapldly growing eitics of Canada and the Unitod Statos aleo had
its inf.l@mnce in effecting rurul depopulation.

(%) a1l
Tho most significant fenture of the geography of

1911 is tho absolute decline _m rural populatione. As this
phehomenon 15 a rosult of sovoral interrelating factors, a
full interprotation of rural dopopulation will be omitted
until the end of this section.
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Ono cannot help but notice tho chungs which had
‘takon over the agricultural cconomy of Lsquesing Tovnshipe
whoat proau_ct.ioh was otoadlly docrensing as was barloy,
potatoéa and bo:m, while the ucresgo under oats and huy
increasode 8By 1911 the aroﬁ under atudy waas recognizod as
one dependent upon mixedfarming with emphasis on dzirying.
- No longer was Lsquesing Township otrongly licble to the
~ uncontrollable fluctuations of tho whoat market and harvests
but rather "bocame» depecndent on the gonaml rather than the
spociul crop situation'®. Tho tariffs imposed by the United
Statesy the compatition from tho_ Cnnadian Vepty.und the rice
in urban population all account, in part, for this changee. -
. ‘The Canadion West, by 1911, was producitig large
. quantities.of wheate The physical environment wag well
 suited to the cnluvauoxi of this erop and tho railweys
'A provided excellent facilities for trunsportation to eastern
‘_‘markcw. This new eource Widcd a gerious threat to the
 econorical pz;odncuon of wheut, particularly spring wheat,
in Egquesing Townshipe Although the farmers wore kae :ing
abresst of fum moechanization, thoir land wus becoming too -
valunble for the production of this crop oving to tho pro:d.mity
of croung urban centroo.
| " As the cultivation of burley vas largely controlled
by the Amoerican murkat, the ersction of protective tariff
burriers by the United Stntes had reculted in a decreased

QQ...................‘....l......QC........O.‘..'.........
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acreague Both poa and potnto crops had alco declinod in
. idmportunce. The formor from tha ravagos of the pou'wuovn
and t.he l.ut.tev from co:rpouuon from bottor suitod nrons.
- Tho rine in urbsn pOpuJ.nuon provmod a market
ror_t.ho dairying industry which was now bmginnina to
dominato ogriculturul activity. Improved transportation.
fncilitios, tho advent of pasturization and tho introduction ’
of modarn milk distribution were in offoct by thio yonr." |

Conmequontly both hay and oat production incrensed by thie
yﬁow a8 A1d corn for ecnoilage (1871,309 bushols voro produced,
while in 1vll, the number of bushcls numberod ©,378).
 In adaition to the proximity of urban markots,

the .60ila of taquesing Township capubly support the dairy
industry. ‘The gleicolic soile are particularly suited as |
tﬁeir utility 4s economically limited to pasture. The lorge |
area of Cless I land allows tho unimpeded cultivation of
' dxed grains and forage crops while Class IV and portions
of Class VI l.émd may best be utilized for rough pasture.

oo Thig yeer saw the pre-eminence of the two urbun
' gontres of Georgatown end Acton over the now declininz rural
‘ -vn'lé;gea. By. 1011 the competition provided by these two
centreo rosulting from improved transportation fucllitico
. and changing means of industrial notive power overcame the
industrics of the amaller centres. In this “pre-transport
truck” era, the ruilways wore all important for it wis by
”x'ail that roaw mteriain and manufuctured goods voro impomed‘

_ 1 Ibid.. Recds Le Ge _ : 9 ’{



- and oxporteds Coal also had to be transportaed to provide
* fuel for the stecam engines which éuppued pover for locul
o '. industrye.  Uince the coot of powai- woulé have beun greatly
increascd t;y ceu;t.ing t.hia coal from the rallway to outoide
-eontres auch as Forvel or Stewnrtown, industrics naturally
tendod 10 loagate in Acton und Georgetown.

Aleo the importance of hydro-clectric power vias
realized by 1911. Indeed, us early as 1881 a local source
- wae in operation. in'thia year the Burder Brothers estublished
the first electric transmission line in Canads, come reporta
ssy in North America. Thay dumied the Credit Kivor on Lot 17
and built a power house from which the transmission 1lincs
led to thoir papor mill. @
, . dn 1911, the po,mlut.:lon of Uoorgotown was 1,583,
.aince 1871y anothar railway had been built through Coorgotovm
| Joining Hamilton to Allendales. This 1line was constructed by
the Hemilton end Northsestern kailvay in 1873 but was sold
in 1892 to the Urand Trunk Hallway.

The miin industry was the Georgetown Paper ills. Ca
'rhia firm was oporated by the Darber Drothers and by 1911 “

wag mdo_ up of four separate bulldings covering one and three

lquarter acéea of ﬂodrapace. for many years after this

- dndustry went into operation; papor was made excluaively'

x’rdﬁ cotton and linen rags, then for a decads or 00, oa£,~
whoat, and x'yé atraw.‘ wéa processed to mske papere By 1911

| ‘wood pulp was almost oxclusivaly useds the prinecipal product

wus machine finished book paper, lithographic snd lebel -
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papers and tho bm;tor grade of ncwepapere Tho dnily output
was approzdmntaly five t.on.u. all. of which wag marketed from
coast t.o qoaat.
In 1910. the Coorgotown Couted Iaper ills, Limited:

vap formeds  Local residents under thc‘leadarahip of Le Lo

Fleck decided that thoy would wleo utilize tho transportation
" facilities provided by the railwsy, and the existing labour
sup)Hly aireadw 8killed in the art of peper m:kinge The
original building wao erected during the latter half of
1910 end on Jenuary 10th, 1911 the mill went into operation
~ with four: coauns machines, making an arnual production of
r.,OOO tons. )

In eddition to the facter of pov:er, tmapomuon
facuiuea, and labour supply, it was gaid thet in 1911, "the
town will grant 10 bonn fide enterprises, free cites,
oxemption from toxes and cheap pcwex"‘.;

~ Toilor, harness xznd saddlery shopa, carriage
vorks, woollen end milling incustries, foundries and machine
manﬁfacturera wore all represcnted in Ceorgetown in theo
" yoar 1911, Indeed, the many small induotries that once
‘-au;"p.or'ted the cmoller rural villages and had been welded to
their aitos'by the source of power, now tended to gravitate
towards thia lerger urban centrae

Crocery, drug, and geneml stores elso incressed

in number olong with such spociulty ehops as W. L. Hamilton's

l.o...O.............’......'.....'............O".O'...l"...
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cotublishment which produced "confactionery, ice croan,
chocolaten, bon~bons otc." and the jewelry stors of T, He
Foater. The appoamnco of those specialty shopo are indicutive
of the overwholoing influecnce that Goorgetown vas now '
exorting over the surrounding dint.rict., It 16 not until this
. year that tho pre-eminence of Georgetown becaro 60 sipnificant
as to allcw the existoncae of such speclalized shopse

| By 1911 the town had oix churches, & sacondusy
and a public schooly a town hall, cno public library, fair
grounds and a skating rink. Alt.hough the mnjority of thaese
Moistuubna. wvare to be utilized by ‘the population contained
within the municipal boundaries, it 1as of interest to note
how ‘their growth kept pace with that of the population of

" Georgetown.

| Actcn was the other min urdan contre of ¥squesing
'rownship in 1911 and supported a population of 1,720, sopewhat
larger than Georgetorn. The lending industry was still
Doordmore Tannery and in this year it 1s suid to have been
the Largest tannery in the British tmpire. 'torey Glove
' cOmpuny L:lmited was the only other large industry. Thare
‘were two bunks, two schools, six churcheos and the gencral
assortment of-hardwm, harness oand grocery storess Although
- having a elightly larger population than Georgetown, the
village did not seem to attract the same nuzber of industries.
Almost all of the workers were wployod by t.he Beardmore |

Tannerye
 For the four decadcs previous to 1911, the rural



population of r:oqu‘esing Townghip hid becn Goclining in nuabers
I beliove that one may attribute this rurcl dopo;:hlnuon to
ocong:xni.c:f rather thin sociological conditionse The population
(exclu'ni'vo of Georgetown and Acton) had decroased fro:d
5,230 in 1671 t0 3,901 in 1611, |

' During thoge yours, there was a ronl surplus in
_farm population. Thia phonomenon, hitherto unhoerd of in
ksquesing Township, was brought ebout purtly by the tochnological
mvemOnta and mechanization of agriculturce Irom this,
agricultural production became much more efficiente Farm
labour requircments werc then docreosed, causing a surplus
of rural populatiocns

. As a diroct result of thege lmprovementoy fower
vgmall® farma were in existonce, many of them belng amslgamated
into larger holdings for moro efficiont utilization. From the
table. below it may be secn that the pumber of forms of 50 to
100 acrcs decreased from 316 in 1851 to 249 in 191l while the
nuobor of 100 to. 200 acre forms incrensed from S0 to 175
‘during tho same periode Proviocus to tho emolgamction of forms ,
each one- of these smaller furms probably supportod an entire
' fam:l.y. Howover, when these holdings were eold, ‘the families
vould be displaced. This again added to the surplus rural

population.

' ' : TABLE IX
fidze of Farm (acres) 1861 pRiY2 N PN R
0 ==10 ' 32 78 ' 105
10 = 50 86 06 38

. 50 == 1C0 316 271 pLYsky
100 = 200 o0 149 175
£00 plus ) 33 36
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- Tho @eclining rurul villuges such ag Stew rtovn,
Rorvaly and Glon willi.ms provided snother eource of surplus
rural population. Although exact population figures are
lacking for each individual village for this date, it miy
generally be inforred that their absolute population actunlly
" declinod. To .'explain this phonomonon, the decline of tho
~ rural artisan olass must be upprociateds It 4s truo that
tho largoer mills of these villages could atill competo with
those of Georgotovn und Acton but it is the smallor class of
tunners, shoe and boot munufucturcrs, wagon manufacturors
end smithics that were overshadowed- by the larger centres.
Pax-anoling tho ¢eelining importance of tho rural
artisun was a decune in theo pc)pulation of the rural village.
As this population figure was included in the census report
of ssquesing Township it appears to the casual obaervbr that
' only the agricultural population Geclined.
' This ourplus population was oboerved by “estorn
Canudn, tho Unitod States, and tho growing urbun contrea of
N mt.ario. The surplus population of the rural villages tonded
R 7. migrate into the growing industrial ccntros of the United
States and Canada, while the surplus agricultural population,
coused by mechanization and farm amalgamation,settled mainly
in uestern Comu@asd
| In the ycar 1011, the resources provided by tho

..0....‘0..0......Q'....C.OQ..O.‘.............0.0..‘...0..

1 Cudmore S. Ae m & - . '
- Trunpactions of the (.amdiun Inot tut.e. Nmbur 2 hﬂov. 1012,

volune IX, Part 3, University irces, Toronto. April ..7,101:.
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palaeozoia geolory Of the uron wore of commercinl significances

" The. Terra Cotta DBrick Compuny (1003) and the lialton Drick

Compeny (1909) were utilizing the ucenston shule oxposod at
the bage of the Nisgara Lscarpmant for the munufacture of
brickse Both plants were located noar the Chinguncousye
ksquesing Township line on Concension: XI, Lot 28, In
addition to having an oxcellent supply of this raw materinl,
the location of thesce tvo plants may be directly rc‘&lntcd to
the pi-eaer.xoe of & atream which iuppli'ed the necacsary water
for the manufacture of bricks. The proximity of the llzmiltone
Allcndale reilway line facilitated the removal of the
- finiehed product to'prbspectivé markota. Almost any exposed
Cuccnston ehale in’ ksquesing Township moy be utilized in the.
manufacture of bricks. Fowevery, the limitations imposed by
the lack of &n adequate water supply and sn econocmical means of
trangportation concentrate the o:q;loiﬁtuon of this resource
only in limited localitdess | |

, This fact is agaln supported by tho vite chosen
by the Kilton Brick Company Limited on Concession I, Lot 1.
Here, transportation facilities and an accassit'ne water
supbly have allowed the commoreinl exploitation of -t.he
Quégnaton shales Little information is available concerning
this plant but it is gonornlly concodod that it was ostnbliovhed
in the carly 18:80's and coon rove to be, for a short timo,
~ the iargoat prod’u‘c'er’ of bricks in liorth Americas
' The atoné quarriecs of Escjueaipg Township vaere
~also in full operation by 191l. Those industries aro



distributed in a wavering line which oxtonda acrosa tho '
tovnship dopending upon the accoooidility of the rocke

In 1011, the logan Cuarries (Concession X, Lot ’6),
’employod 45 men, 7 tonma of horace and 8old thoir ctone
throughout -Onterio. Shanly's Suarry (Concession VII, veoot
half of Lot 22) wus serviced by a tramvay to the Grand
Trunk 'Hauway. - Stono taken fronm t.hia. quarry wss used in
tho construction of bridges and culverte on the railwaye
Cther quarries such as Stull's or Fleming's provided sundstone
for the construction of such structures as the pilers of the
Fort. kxrle Bridge and the Parliament Bulldings in Toronto..

By 1911 the lime kilns were producing .'Large
quantitics of lime to be marketed outside of the townshipe
é:-qon after the conatz'ﬁct.ion of the Grand Trunk Railway, two
" rival companies, Bescoby and worthington, and Lindsay and
* Farquhar, bogan-operations in Limehouses . At one time a total |

of three large draw kilna and e¢leoven large pot kilns were in
‘operanon. | |
.The lime kilns at Dolly Varden (Concoesion IV, east
o hﬂlfh‘of-r.ot £3) wers the property of the Toronto Lime Company
Limitod. when tho Grund Trunk Railway wao completed, optimum
- conéitiom pro\mued for the commcreial production.of lime.
. The kilnn were bullt below the quarry, 0o that their tops
vwere lovel with the ﬂoor of the quarry. ‘“he limectone was
reioved from the oide of the cscarpment, dumpod. into the
~ tops of theso kilns and the processed lime was removed through
i .,qpeninza in the bottoms of the kilns. Exportation of the |




finished product was facilitated by the construction of a
siding from the railway line. Hy 1911 there are sald to
havo boen four lurge draw kilns built of blocks of
dolomite and lined with fircbrick.
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(A) W (1911-1954)

. From 1011 onwards the number of rural inhabitsnts
in Isquesing Township remained comparatively constont. Tho
urban population of Georgetown und Acton however, continued

After the wer of 1914-1918, there was miturally
a re-adJustp:ant from a war %0 & peace timo ecohory. The
. post=war boom was immediately followed by a short scvore
depressione During the 1920'a prosperity gradually incrensed,
culminating in the 1929 boome It. was during this period
that many of the present day industriea of Acten and
Goorgotown word -estab}ished. It was aleo in this poriod
that agriculture suffered particularly scvoroly bocause of

. "'ovoxsoxpamion. This.resulted in incroased surpluses,

faninz prices, and reatricted markotse
- The docnge of 1031-1941 wag ono of dopresolion,

. uno:z\'p;oyment. and restrictod export trada. Howover, tho
doprecoion did not seriouesly uffect tho ugriculturioto of
 Eaguosing Townoshipe Although there was a decrcuse in the
sereagoe of oats, barley 'rmd potatoes, there wus also a
- 8light incronsc in huy productione. Indeed the rapidity
with vhich tho urban contros hnd grown, in addition to
-2 1nipi'oved traneportation facilities had fostered an increased

| interest in duirying. The per capita consumption of rilk



betveen 1928 ond 1938 had enjoyed a marked incrense boeause
- of a guaranteod fat contont, pasteurization, improved
atmiiz;tipn stendards ond on incrocsed emphasis on the
autritionol valuc of this product R

Thors was a docrocase in the production of potatocs
in epite of tho large market provided by Torontoe /8.
prev‘ibuply | n,thtod, : th:l.a may be rolated in part to the texture
of thoe goils of LCoquoaing Township and competition from
regions with 1light texturcd (and therefore better sulted)
goils. However, being for the moot part hoavy textured,
the soils of the aree under study were well sulted to the
| producuon-or hay and pasture cropse

The rupid increase In the acroage of wheat and
oata‘, cultivated during the docade previous to 1961, my
bo dircctly rolated to the miurkets caused by Vorld Viar IIX
and the post-war boom. :

To=day 't.he agriculturul acuviues of Lsquosing
' . I’omabip are concontmtod in mixed farming with an emphasis
on dairying. For the moat part, the aroau undcr study ships
- fluld milk to Toronto via tho well developed road networke
- Some ﬁeef hérda are found scattored throughout the township
' buf. they do not appear to dominnte any single section of
" the township. On the farms located adjacent to the
. Niagara Escarpment, beof cattle and dual purpose breeds
dppear to become more prodominant than on other land forms
but even here, eattlo ruised for dairyinz purposes tend to
be of greateat. importancae o -

2........C'.......Q.........'.....O.‘....0..‘............0
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Several farms concentiute on thae production or‘
swino or sheops Howovor there appours to be no dotermining
factor for tho location of theas farmn ¢ther thun poroonal
» praference; The nucbor of horses utilized as draft animnle
hus continued %o Cocline, a trend which may be Gircetly

reld'f:ed to.t.he mechanization of farms.

It is alsc of cignificance to note the rise in
rural population curing the 1241 to 1951 period. ~ Improved
road transportation coxbined with the modern improvements
in, and almost universal dietribution of sutomobiles, has
‘resulted in a few pecple becoming cuburbun dwellers. That
18, meny of the workers of the industrial and comnercial Sentres

" living outeide of the town bovndarics, 'aro bu.‘llding homes

on township prepertys They sre also moving into the centres
of Limchouse, CGlen ¥illieme, Norval, Hornby ete. uinco
thelr numbara nre'included in the aonsus ratm of ioquesing
Township, thie mey acccunt in part, for the rise in rural

¢

(B) AGAICULTURAL LOND UZE 10 whi

o | | For the most part, an oxplanation of the prosent
agricultural land ued of the areca under study will tako the
form of en interpretation of the mep "Land Utilization in
Zequoging Township"s Certain sections of tho map have boen
planimctored in order to detormine the proportionul land use
that occurs on the various land clacses delincated in figure
eix. In cach 6aso a *typical” soction hns beon chosen to be

~
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plunimotered so that a fairly accurate interprotation of
the lund uso for the antire tovnghip muy be preuentede A
sumuary of the rénqlt.a obtained moy bé cecen on Teble 1XI.
The limitations of such a plan will come to 1ight as tho
land use 1s discussed = no single section may exactly typify
all othor gections of the same lund clasoificution.

| It is .of'aimiﬁcance to noto that rno Class IIX
lend has been plaﬁimqterea. This class was omittod simply
because no "“typical” srea could be found. In almoot every
inotance a differont type of land use has doveloped with'tho
reoult that the adjuetment of man to. thia clans of land will
'be explained as the various delineations of the land uso mup
K are mtmoted- ”

~ Tho crop classified under this denotation is tho
winter wheat that had been planted. in the fall of 1953. 7This
' crop was given & separato classification simply because it
- was bolieved thut the Riagars Lscurpment might huve exertod
a limiting influence on its cultivation. However, it viass found
that wherever Class I land occurred, the same proportion of
croplond was under winter wheate From the table given on
page 97y 162 per cent of Claoss I lund is under this crop.

Although w:l.m.er wheat may be grown under a wide

range of soil conditions, the moat suiteble eoils should
have a good wator holding cupucity in addition to fair to
'good ‘druinages The limitations provided by imperfectly and
poorly drained soils on the cultivation of this crop ere -

98.



'well 1llustrated in the accompunying tuble. Class IT 1nnd
‘which 15 imperfectly drained has only 8.4 per cont of 1ts

" area under wintor wheat while the poorly drained Class V
16nd haa onJ.y'\é.E) por conte The inzibility of Class IV land

o . %0 adequatoly cupport tho cultivation of wintar vhent 1o

well illuatratod by the fipure 0.9 per conte
“ii tinco climnto providos optimum conéitlcns for
the cultivantion of this crop, it is ovident that coil 1s
g!ye main detgmimnt in tho dictribution: of winter wheate
CE For thc moct pert, the wintor wheat grown in
the area under study is sold t0 the milling industry. The
strow which 10 coparated from the head during the thrushing
process is oﬁen utilized as bulk reod for cattle or in
covering t.he barn floor to be mm-eamt.od with t.he vaste
from tho uveatock ond later sproad on the open rield to
nct. as & natural fortillzer.

The culti vation of winter wheat also 1imits.
801l crosion which might result during the spring runoffe.
By spx-ing, this crop has grown to sufficient proportions
to prote_ct. the tdpeoil from wator erosion.

” » Cpon
The remainder of the omall grains are grouped -
into this classification. B8y the 1951 ccnous, thé following
" acreages were under cultivation in Eaﬁuosing Tovnship;
"barley, - 378 acres, ryo = 45 acresy oats « 7,425 acres,
nixad greins = 3,220 acres. Although these figures do not

- v
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apply to the land use mip of 1954, I boliove they are a
close appx'o:dné\tion. tiince the m.jorit& of the agricultural-
ists of the township follow a comparativoly efficient
rotation prom'-ame, the crops grovn in each individual
field will naturally change from yoar to yeare lHowever,
. 8ince mny practice & three or four year rotation, £igures
and distributions may genorally approximato that of 1954,
| Cne only has to rcalize the acreage of theoe small

| grains cultiv:ted in Usquesing Township, to understand

the mport.ance of livestock farminge '

The cultivation of barley has daclinud since

1801 (excapt for a slight incrense between 1911 and 1031)
- ond 1s continuing to 40 80. Although barley 1o grown

- prlmcwuy for faod. 1% noturally comes into compotition
: &vd.t.h tho moroe ouitable oat und corn ompa. Tho only plnrce
that barley may successfully compete wit.h thoe cultivation
of oata.and corn is when climatic conditions are more hursh
and conoequently are more favourable to barleye. llowsvery
in m:quea:lng Towmship both oats and corn are provided with
suitable climatd.c and edaphic conditions with the result
that tho acreage under barley is constantly declining.

The present production of rye is almost nogligible

and vhere it dooo occur it ie usually utilized as pasture
or a green manuro crops Together, barley and rye cover only',
423 acres while the total acreage covered by oats and |
mixed graine 16 10,754e '
since by far the grentest proportion of the
‘ gpmg grains produced in Esquesing Township are composed
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of outs and mixed grains (much of which is oate) the goneral
~ distribution of this unit is closely dictated by the
mﬁuirempnta of the oat crope. Oats are produced almoat
‘exclusively as a foed for livestock, mostly fed on tho farms
where it is cultivateds Bocause of its bulkiness, comparae
tivoly low valuo and limited industrial utility, it seldom
is broduead a8 a cash crope.

' . Since the highest ylelds are obtained on lbanw
80ils, 22.9 per cent of Class I land is under this crop. It
also produces large yields on the heavy, moisturceretaining
60ils Of Class II land, with the rosult that 16.5 por cent

of Class II lund is occupled by oats. This crop is generally

less specific in 1ts soil requircments than wheat with the
result that it 18 cultivated on 15.2 per cont of Class IV
land. _ | )
. Since the lurgest income from agricultural produce
1s obtained from the dairying industry, the importance of
thesa crops which are utilized oxtensively for livestock
feod cunnot be .overemphasized. The straw that remains

after thraahing is put to the same use as that of the winter

wheat. crop. : e

Boy (1D
Ilay 418 possibly the most oxtensively cultivated

crép (with tho e:&cebf.ion of "improved" pasture) in Csquesing
Townshipe In 1961, 12,518 acros were under cultivation.
The f.erm “hay" simply refers to the above-ground parts of

10/.
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rcmssegs, logumes and occasionelly other plents, dricd for
use ne stock feede The production of hay hug incronscd,
p&m;leli:nz the rise in lmportunce of dairying. lor tho
most pm. this crop fits well into the rotation prograrme
‘&8 the greatest proportion of plants composing thic unit
" (timothy, alfalfa, end clovers) aro high in nitrogenous
content und congequently return plant nutrients to the coile
- The main end probebly only use to which this
crop i6 put, is in the feoding of liventock. Tho hay i6
cut, allowed to dry and then baled and stored in the barn
to be consumed during the winters The importance of
dairying to Lgquesing Township ia well i1llustrated by the
fact that 2940 per cent of the Class I land planimetered
was covored by this crops In tho caso of Class IXI land it
covers the accond lergast acrcage of any unit in the
classification (28.6 per cent)e However, duc to the
'drqughtineeo and infertility of ClaeslV land, it only covers
- 108 par cent of tho total number of acras. ’
. , Aftor the hay 415 cut, the cattle are often
allowed td forage on the remaining stubble until the soil
18 ploughed for winter wheat, or.the enova cover the ground.
' Thia stubble also_ provides a protective cover throughout the
wintor and reduces soil erosion.
-
Boy Cropa (R)
This classification includes both corn and
~ potatoess Howevar, when the field work wes completod in
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the suwwuer of 1964, it was found that tho proportion of
- dand under potatoos was negligidble. Conaaquentiy, almosd
without qxeepuon, the sections delineated as "row crop”
a1re €ields of corne 'I‘ha reluctance to cultivate the potato
haa been previously expla.med.
' Corn, a8 it occurs in the area under study, 18
‘mainly utilized for the foeding of livestocke It is not
only an oxcellem. zmin feed aropy but it is aleo en
'important siluge cropy indeed, on some farms it is even used
a3 a fodder crope o R 1)
Teble IIX does not give a tme picture of the
- &otribution of this crop. From this table, one would
assume that corn 1s bost suited to the poorly drained solls
of Class V lands This howover is not 80,y a8 cor;x demands
good soil aeration while poorly drained soils are too cold
in the spring to pormit plant. growth.
' .- belleva the main reazon for the occurrence of
thia crop :l.n that 4t fits well into a aystcm of crop rotation,
}whilo at tho same time provides an excellent feed for the
| liveatocks It loaves the soil in good condition for winter
wheat or spring grain to follow e:li:co boing a cultivated
crop, "the nacessity for ploughing Pﬂpmtorw to the aoeding
of the coreels 18 elimtmatod*,® = % o

- w o . puring the initia) stages in the development of

ooo00100000000000000000000ooo-oo-oo-o.oooo.cooooo'ooocqono

1 giages K.H.¥s Ecologiesl Crop Goography. %ho Maciillan
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aaricultixre in taquosing Township, an orchard slmost without
~ exception was located adjucant 1o the farm bulldingss 1heee
orchards provided an emplo supply of tros fruits for local
‘uco end very little wes over exporteds Although miny arena
have beon delincated on ¢he land use map as dbuing covered by
orchar_dn one finda on cleae choorvation that thoy ure not
: being cared for &nd gradually, tree by tree, thoy are
- atsappouriaz. '
o Twd main reascns account for the ganez-al apathy
that the agriculturalists have shown towards fruit farmings
 The £irst 1s that the business of fruit culture is too
- demanding on the lésbpurs of a farmer concerned minly with
mixed farmings The hetter suitoed soils and climate of the
' Biagara Fruit Belt provide 0o keen a competitions The
second reason 1s that, in most cases, the specles of fruit
planted' by the early agriculturalists has long been surpassed
. 4n quality and quanﬁty by thae fine braoding that has takon
place in the various fruit belts.
| - In spite of thene lim.ttntiom fruit culture has
aovalo;md in oortain localitios. On Concosaion IT, Lot 11
: ﬁ.’thero io0 a lurze orchard which may be explaincad only by the
protoction offercd by the Niagora Lecarpment from the
" prevailing westerly winds. This orchard has been planted
, "on & narrow section at the base of the escarpment on soils
i g,‘ that are stecply oloping and have been developed from
' weathmd Quaenston ehaloe Naturally erosion 1s a problem.
The orchard found on Concesaion IIX, Lot 12 ia

b
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1llustrative of t.i'm 'clooo adjuatnent of agriculture to the
physicul ehvironmon',t.* Although the climate doos not provide
optimum conditions for fruit culture, the soile (Cluss 1II)
adequutely (iuppoﬂ.'. this crope .

A fairly large orchard ocours on Concosaion VI,
6Eb4 Ralf of Lot 18 and another on Concession VIII, Lot 17
In both cases the orchards are ideally located on Class IIIX
lande |

. ; “
sages DEeI B 2
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; (p) : .
~ Although the pregent lznd use map of usquesing
'rmhip has not becn ontirely planimetered, it is obvious
that the areal oxtent of pasture is more than any other
single unite Both rough and improved pasture have beoen
clacsifiod togethor with the result that the following
~account for the occurronce of this land uscj land that 1s
too wet for cultivation, land that is too droughty and rough
to produco qatietact:&:ry crops, 60ils _f.hat. are too shallow to
pernit cultivation, and the poasition of this crop in the
rotaticn programme of euch farme '

| In the cace of Class I land, the 13 per caent of
tho land undor phattn‘e may be entirely attributed to the
position of this crop in tho rotation programis. _In this
instance, 81l of the baat.uro is "improved” oftan tuking
the form of @ hay £ield in vhich the fermer has allowcd
J.ivﬁatock to grozoe This 18 ofton the case when a poor crop
of hay is realizedy and the farmer does not decm it worthy
of W‘o . '

10§,
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.Ciasa II land haa 36.1 per' cent of its arca under
pasture, which s, for tho most ’pﬂﬂ,, concmtrnt:ad on the
sides o:_,. stroom valleys and on the more imperfoctly drﬁinad
eitos. uimilarly in tho case of Claes V lund, posture exiscte
on land vhich is t00 wol to allow tho cultivation of any crope
Tho abundance of molsture permits the growth of long
succulent grassesy 1deal for the foraging of dairy cattla.

| Class IV lend also ocupporto a large proportion
'of pastm (44.6 per cent)es During the era in which wheat
4 '_vma tho main cash CIop, much of this land was unwiseoly
a cloared and put undor wheat cultivatione To=day slopes are
'1 . often too-precipitous to allow tho mechanized agricultural
| imploments t0 cultivate them without endangering the operat.ér:-,.
Those facts, in addition to the inubility of this land to
adaquately support cultivated crops, i-eault in large sections
bemg cworod by rough pastura.
. , Some patches of pasture do occur on Chaa VI
' lend in spite of Table III. Again, it ususlly takes the
form of "rough” paature which has developed on shallow soils
that have unwisely been cleared. ’

 For the most part, this unit may be gencrally
divided into farm woodlots and "natural™ woodlands. Farm
woocnot.a occur mainly on Land Classes I, II, and III. They
are usually more pegular in shape than the natural woodlands
and are tolerated simply because they provide amdo and forage
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‘for the .cattlo, and a sourco of suger maple, firowood and
“lutber for tho formore Very fow farmers in Lsquesing
N Township n_;ciintuin thelr woodlots with a view t0 conzervations
Only two, in the entire tovnship are managed through the
guidance of the Cntario Department of Lands and Foracts.
o The "natural® woodlond occurs on lend that men
has decmod unsuitable for cuit.ivatim, or, if by chunce it
.has boon cleared, it has now reverted to an unnatural sequence
of plant successione | |
Class VI land accounts for the largdat proportion
of woodland in the entire township with approximately 79.4
per cent of the areus of this land closs being covereds
Shallow, or poorly drained aoils and irregular rolicf provice.
: 't,ho main impedimonts to cultivatione Because of the irrogularity
of surface conﬂ’gurat.iw:i and the density of the woodland,
these sections are noi extensively utilized for the pasturing
of cattles |
The woodland found on Class V land 18 also not .
mtensivély utilized. Again the limitations of planimatering
. theland use on a "t.ypical" land clasa comos to light, as one

b
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would necessarily conclude from the toble given that very
~ 1ittle of the Claos V land 16 under forest covers Actually
this is not 0. If tho area tends to dry up at all in the
. surmery it is ususally cleared and.used t0 aupport a pasture
erop. However, in many cases, the land ia perpstuslly in a
 evompy conditiony end the cedar swarps that o:dst, are
- entirely unaus.tod for mzing purposes.

‘ :
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I chould nlso montion at this poim., the

. _rerox'e..tntion projects that have beon delinected by « Tpe
Thelr ogowrrence 48 extromely limitode At the time of the
‘survey only threo were in evidence; Concession II, Lot 16,
Concession 1X, Lot 20, and Concassion n, Lot 13.

Generally there are two main factors that account
for the occurrance of idle landj land that has been cleared
and has been found unsuited to cultivation, and lund in the
close proximity to urban contres. * ' '

£ingay in the initial stage of agricultural
-dQevelopmant, soil survays weore not available, much of the
1and was unwisely cleared and an attempt at cultivation was
mado. Such i the case of large sections of Class VI land,
After 1t had boen detormined that crops could not be
cultivated succesafully on these shallow soils, farms ware

- abandoned and the lond wap ullowed to romain idle,

Much of Class III lond hus also suffored in this
wey. Large areas near Concesgion III, Lots O to 11, and
Concesaions IV and V, Lots 23 10 28 are now in idlonesa.

In this. ease droughtiness and infartility limit sgricultural
dovelo.‘:mm.. ‘ |

The other main determinant ia deciding the location
lfqr 1dle 2and 10 the presenco of the two main urban centres, =
- Acton and Goorgetosne As Doth tovna expect a future
prf)g:mme of expansion, large sactions adjacent to thece



wrban centres remnin 1Ale awaiting sale and nubdivlaion.
Incrossed suburban development around I'ilton

Helghts my account in part, for that emsll acécts,on of
_1&0"10330‘

Parket Garde N S

Again, in the case of these two agricultural
activiticn, there has been a close adjustment of land use to
phyaical environnont. By far the groatest concentration
- of market gordening in Esquesing Tovnship occurs “on the Norval
 Sand Plain. The soils (Clasa IIT) thut have developed on
-  ‘the deltaic depoaita are woll suited to the cultivation of
* thooe cropse
' Similarly, the grentest amount of poultry farming
occura on the sundy area found on Conceaaiona VI and VII, Lots
14 and 16« As most of tha poultry houses serve mainly as
.teeding bina, the chickens ore forcod to0 opend much of their
time in the opan, otten.tprned t0 tho elementse Since
poultry are particularly susceptidble to disease pracipitated
| by Gamp conditionsy a soil with excollent internal drainage
K is eéséntial. The sandy soils provided by Class III land
fulfill this requirements
- However soile alene cannot account for tha
‘occurronce of theso two features of lend utilizations Indeod
; .the proximity of the large urban markets of Hemilton and .

109,




110.

T

2 TEs

& .:{3’_‘

I

,u‘-" s

“J-'v" - oy Ny
L e v ORI DI
e 4\:‘i 'lu&m e e S L b
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found throughout the entire
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: Ji Cu &
'Phof.o Noe 18. Poultry found on Concession
: ‘ Lot 14. Clmsg III land is well
| £oa for this type of land usae



AL the tims of the swrvey céuring ths sucioe
nwntlm of 1954, the land under this delineation had Just
becn twmod in preparation for a CI'0pe

L3 b fir

o I bcliwa that it 1o here thut mention should
ba mzde of the G).enspey tushroom I‘am that 1o located on
Concession III, west pari: of Lot 11. Thio form 18 ovned by .
Re Reed and produces 120,000 pounds of white pushrocmns
snnuully, all of which ars z0ld to Campbell's Soup Company
Limited of Toranto. The plant covers 40,000 sqmre reet. of

, L Lloor epace. and employa eight men.

Esquaaing. Townahkip aloo hae the second largzest
~eplary in Qotarios This 18 the Andarson’s Aplaries ovned and
operated by Fs Ae Andorscn snd located cn Concecasion VII),
41.«01. Re 1o hives (38 saparate 1ooat.iona) dot the landecrpe
. Whorever alfslfs, sweat clover end flowsr crowtha are tho
thickest, and extsud from Cualph to lake Onterio and from
Streetsville wast %0 Cedar Springss A total estimate of the
_ amounﬁ of honey harvested per yoar is difficult to comite
U simply becsuss the weather has such an overwhelring influence
" on productions Anderson mointeins & total of 1660 hives or
| colonien usua.uy recoiving wor 25 pounds of honsy pear hive.

‘A'}k R l”f ' . ' ;w'-if"'}i’é‘“
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EX K

, Ozziy four eeétions of toquesing Townghip fall
into this classification. "The Breezeg" (Congcession II,
west half.of Lot 28) is a comrorciolizod park which hag
capitalized on the présenco of Falry Lake. Boating, picnie
and playground Sacilities ard provideds

The area t0 the socuth of Ge'orzatcwn 1::' & private

nine~hole polf course. The dinsected posteglaciel epillvay
has provided a section of sufficient surface canfiguration
to allow the construction of cujtable fairuays, grecns,
and hagardse _
The cection found on Cmcmmion v, Lot 3 wae

- ootablished &8 & Ukroinion Chiloron'a Camp in tho nwmar
of 1964, Tho Y.MsCehs Camp on Concospion XI, Lot 13 haa
been annexed by the tovn of Georgetovm end no doubt will
‘soon 'bo cubjected to urban subéivisions

. There ere many. opportunities for the development
- ef recreat.ion within E.squoaing Tovmchipe Tha Crodit River
. Valley is relatively unused cxeept by private individunls
end dév§10pmnt. of any fucilitics are all but lacking.

/1R,
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‘Proper placoment of dams in the vicinity of Glen ¥illiams would

p:-ovido bodics of water of sufficlent extant and dem.h
to0 warrent thu estnoblinhment of racrantionnl facilitioes.

In addition, such doms would enable the vmt.ern of the Credit

‘River to be moro easily controlled and more rnlly utilized.
The Niegora iscarpment also provides numerous
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-necums that could easily be daveloped 1::*;.0 parke. The

araa surzrouncing the hemlet of Limehouse could ha trcnoformed
into a J.L.x'-ge sark of hiotordcal Interest. The preoscnce

of old ab.mdonod dire kilns und lurgo cavea provide ready
‘made attractions for the tourist.

Qeer (2 :

To=duy thero oro only two quarries in opsration,
gxtracting the sén@sf.bna Lor purposss of comstructions The
‘one rost intomaivély utilized 1a Sykee Quoarry on Concesszicn
X, Lot 28, whlle tho ons located on Coneocaion V, ot 21
has only recontly bean pu£ into oparatiocn. All of the
othm-' quaories mantionsd in the Matoricrl geography of the
area undey &tndy Ziave bean st dowme Similexly, thers
i3 no llme kiln in oparotion 1n aQuasing Townahly to-daye
The Torerto lime Conpany limited, whe cvned the lirze
kilns at lirchousa and Dolly Varden operetad until 1032,
'In this yenr they were aold o the Cypsum, Lime and
| Alabastine Company ...tmited who shu%t them ¢own to eliminzie
competitian for their Peachville. planto

For the mogt puxrt, tho sand and grovel pits of
| ¥oguesing .x'omgm.p have been uvilizod enly by the lacal
{nhobitants end are abundoned to-day. Their distribution
may bé onsily traced ns mainly occurring on the soatlons
goverod by the poateglaciel epillwayss -



C /1%, .

Lol v e
RS g Jen o
d

-
JE S - S

- Photo No. 19. A section of Industrial
e Sand and Gravel COmiaany Limiteds A firm

that utilizes the glaciofluvial deposits
of the Georgetown Spillway. ;

Fhoto No. 20. Quarry found on Concession X,
Lot 26. Here the Medina sandstone is extracted
~to be utilized in the construction industry.
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At the time of the survoy only one, the Industrial ’
.»and and Gravel Company Limited (Conceaoion X, Lot ©4) wos
in oporat.’ion. This company extracts the sand and gravel that

ocecurs 11{ tho Georgetown Spillvway und utilizes a tributary
of the Credit River to wash those deposits.

- The growth of transportation facilities up until

the year 1911 have already bocn discussede Cnly a fow facts
of historical intorest remain. In 1921 the Grand Trunk
Hailway was taken over by tho Canndian Government and all
lines were amalgamated into the Canudian Rational Hailwayse
;r;xe Toronto Suburban=idectric Rallway was opened in 1917,
~running just to the south of the Toronto-Stratford Line of
the Canadian National Kailweys and ceaged operation in 1530,
Highway No. 7 was built in 1923 and Highway Noe 26 in 1952,

A new four-lsne highway 18 now being plannecd
-wluch would cut Mighway No. 25 between Acton and Wlton.
Although no statements have as yet been conﬂ.rmed, it is
oxpecte;d_ that this highway (401) will stretch 542 miles from
Windsor to the border of Quebec Provinces

Mlacellangoua
Industrial expension 1s also expected in tho

v:lcinlty of Terra Cotta (Conecession xx, Lot 27). The land
prwioualy owned by the Halton Brick Company, which ceased
..opmti,ona,ln 1934y has been purchaced by a syndicate composed
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of Qnttu'io and Now York busincss men. Thoy plan to operate
a plant which will employ & minimun of 5O men and will
utilize th? Quecnston shale in the minufacture of rug brickse
Natural ges has alao recently been discovered in
faquosing ‘roumhip by T. Soynucke Howavor, poosibilitics of
future comex'cial oxplos.tation of this resourcc muat
necosgarily remain limited until t.ho tuu oxtent of tho
mervoix' is determined,

¢
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_ Since the lime kilns were ¢losed down in 1932,
this cottlamont has slowly declined. At present there is .
no industry in Limehouse and only two of the residents (both
of whom operate gencral stores) are employed in this hamlet.
For the most part, those reciding in Limehouse are employed.
5 in Acton, Georgetown, Erampton, or Hilton.

Thié settloment is somewhat larger than Limchouse
but again its main function is to act as a residential village
Lor. many' who are employed in the near-dy industrial centras.
Thero are howaver two small industries now in operation in
' Glen ¥illlams - the Glen Knitting Mills end Apple Products.
The latter industry employs workers for about four months of
the yeoar in t.ho production of pie fillingse and other products

made from appless .

//64.
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“In 1929 the Noble Flowr !Mills wore destroyod by

~ Tire 2nd were ixe*_vor rebuilte with thia losa of employment,
Just px;ovioua to the deprosoional era of the 1930's, mony
~ inhabigants left thia villuge. However, recently there hus

‘been an increase in population sufficient to cuuse a number
- of now hoxﬁea to be built. Again the main function of this
© village is to provide residontial facilities to a population
~ employed elsewheree Howover with t.ho annexation and proposed
dovelopment of a large scction of lsqueoing Township by
| cparzct.own,_ this village shouvld rqpidly riso in importance
ab an induatrial apd commercial controe

The remaining centres of population (othor than
Georgetown and Acton) require little mention at this timo.
For the most part they all provide the same function = that

of "residential villages~e Milton Helghts is rapidly growing

' because of the increased importance of kilton. However, the

general class of housing is of a low grade, typical of that
type which develops on the periphery of an unzoned industrial
cent.x"o; ‘Hornby, Ballinafad, Spoyside and Ashgrove generally
consist of a few zu_é stations and two or more farm housos.

- . Vhaley's Corners and Mansewood provide absolutely no urban
- function - ﬁxd_eed, other than being map place names, thoyare

noneexistente = o R
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, Georgetown 16 situated at the junction of two

rallway :uhes of th_e Canadian National Kailways. <The

HamlltoneAllendale J.:_lna runs in a northesouth direction while
. the Toronto-Stratford line providos eact and wost service to
ldontreal and ¢hIca¢o- Georgetown is adjacent to the greatest |
concentration of peoplo in the Dominion of Cansda. Congoquently
a wellesuited 8ito 18 provided for industry which muy
economically utilize truck and railway trensportation in
sddition to a readily available supply of labours Coorgetown
wus incorporated as a village in 1364 and became & town in

11922, The population, according to tho 1951 ccnsus numbors
. 8,482, | .
) o\ y O 8 5 ‘ oy

Georgetown 1 aitmwd on & posteglacial epillway

; which haa baen acuvoly diosoected for many conturies by Silvor
- Croelke 'x'ho Crodit thor has aloo roworkod thono aodimont.u

but its arfoct. is limited to t.ho noxrthorn saection of the towne

c«mequenuﬁ the valley of Silver Craek has provided possidbly

.~ the most Mumtm physical control in detemﬁning the

urban pattern of Goorgetowns

, It 18 belleved that it was this creck rather than
";the' Credit River which was utilized by George Kennedy as a source
| 'or"power for his saw mills This would ag;:omt for the fact

; 1 'N that. Georgetown has grown "straddling* thie creek, rather

L
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" than on ofthor bank of the Credit Hivors
o * A grid pattarn of stroots han tended to dcvelop
| uhmve;: oxioting conditlons would ;Snrnit. Howaver, dua %0
the influonce provided by exiating surface configuration,
both J.inea of the Canadian Nutional Rallwnys, and tho ploncor
rond which ran fivom Cualph to Tovento (fighway No. 7 or Guelph
~ Street), a soparate base une has tonded to develop for each
zrid pnt.tom.
A wall cstablished grid pattern hag developod,
" extending from Maple Avenue to Young Street énd between lain -
.Stmet. Jouth and Charles Streete. Any Mher growth of a

' . eimiler grid paf.tem in this scction would be limited by the
valley to the south of Valley View Road, the swampy, depressiqnal

area northewest of Young Street and the fairgroumnds to the

weat oi' Charles Strecte Uimilarly, Worm grid development

i1s 1imited to the east by tho existence of Silver Crock Valleye
~ ‘ho stroet pattern found between the Elghth Line

K ~(l.'a1n Straet) end the Ninth Line is of great complexitye By,

studying the streot paf.f.m found on the fiunctional map of
Goorgetown (figure 13), one muy realize the limitaticns .
,1mpos'ad by the valley of Silver Creek, and the influence of
uighway Koe. 7 vand the Cansdian Netional Hailways' lincs.
Chapel ttreete ma't' and tept and Kill Street tond to form a
zrid pattern by joining Guelph Street at right angles.
Howaver thio patf.ern is immediately interrupted by tho creek
Vai'lqy. Consequently, John Street forms an angle of

| approximtely forty-five degroes with Guelph Strest %o
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provido a routowny which will enable tho valley to bo eaoily

‘ erossads Quaon.Otreoty Albert Streot, Durbam Stroot and

" Maple Avonuo purallel this dircction until King utroet, which
in tﬁm pardileln tho railway line, tends to oxort ita

~ .influonce by having Union, :lgin and Sareh Streets Join it

" at right angles. John Strect "bends" under the reilway and

' again disrupts any grid pattern that tends to dcvelope

. _ The influence of tho vallcy of Cilver Creek is

. axertad onco more by limiting the castward extension of ,

~ Dufferin, Lwing and Kennedy ‘St.reeta on one bank and Llm and
 College Streets on the othere Korth of Resotta Street, the
influence of the Credit River Valley bécomea effective as

the land slopes abruptly down to the river.

o From the foregoing explanation and the accompenying

map (ﬁzure 13) one can readily sce how tho atreet pattern

of Georgetown has been subjected to many 'phyaicel and cultural
factorse On the oxtreme wostern and cugiers adge of town,

" the land 1s well dredned, comparatively flat and would

provide an excellent site for residential or industrial

. development. |

_ Tho commercial core of Goorgetovn is mors nucleated
" 4n shape than that of Acton. This shape results from the
convergence of two "main" gtrocts which concontrate the flow
~of traffic into this area. However, the cartographic

e o PEVE
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repréqantation of this unit is somovhat misleading ns tho
greateat density of commercial establishments occurs along

Yain Utreet South between Church Stroot and James Strocte
Although the function of tho entire core 18 commércial in
‘natura, the compotition from this main section has lirdted

the relative importance of the remaindor of this unite
Components of this comorcial. coro provide the usual proportions
of clothing, hardwara, grocecry and drug atores, rostaurants,
pecroational and financial ostablishmonts end mail ordor ‘
offices. - | -

| The outlying scrvico centros are, for the moot
purt, gao and sorvice stations. The four thut occur on Guelph
strdot and the onos on King and John Stroets are all acrvice
stationoc. " Tho one on Wesleyan Street ia an auto body ropair
shop while the establishment on Young Street is an elcctrical
appliance repair shope _
The distribution of those establishments (exclusive

of the eloctrical and auto body repair shop) is controlled

by the prosence of the most heavily tmvelled roadse As
Guelph Street 18 the section of Highway No. ? found within
the municipal boundaries, it 1s tho main route taken by
nthrough” traffic. John Strect 1s tho main road joining
 Georgotown to Ulen ¥illiams, Terra Cotta etce (via the Ninth
14ne), & fact which may account for the exiatence of tho
','amico station at Victoria Cresent. The atation on King
Street simply éonainté of a pair of gas puwma in front of

e g
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‘& amnll ohop and is of limited commereial sigaificancc.

1
| ¥ith only one excoption, thase outlying rotail -
centros are grocory etoroase Tho ontabliahmmt situntod at
tho convorgenae of Guelph and Inin Stroets 48 tho retafl
'galos offico of Intornational Harvcoter farm machincrye All
~ of the ot.hex;a are "neighbourhood” grocery &tores except
the one located on Highway No. 7 opposite the Dominion Ueed
House Company Limited, This is &n I.GeAs Supermrket which
was buillt with the intention of future expaxmiox; into a
' amll compact shopping centree’ As this section of Georgotown
,‘ continues to expand, I would predict a paralleled growth of j
thig shopping centre to foram a commercial coree

B e

(1) First Class Homes = Georgotown has a greater ol
' prOporuon of first clags homes than Acton. By way of a ‘f’j
' explanation, I can suggost no other reason than tho S
 ddversification of industry which hus been 80 evident throughe 5}
out the history of Goorgetown. tuch a divaersification :
would auow a highor lovel of incomoe to be more evenly
&istributcd among the inhabitants while tho preeomincnce
_of & single industry (Boardmore Tammery) in Acton would B
 concantrate the profits in tho hands of a fow sharcholders, 3
" tho ‘mjority of whom were probably non-rosidente.
A concentration of these first class homes is
found along Maple Avenue end Valley v.'.ew Road from kain
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‘Photo ios 2le Raln 3treet.' The most

1gpartant aoction of the commersial core
0L Geaeorgetowne. .
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Photo Noe 23. Second Class Homo.
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Fhoto No. 24. Third Class Home.

.




Stroot out past Parkview Boulevards Thoy have all boen
bullt on Cleses I lsnd and are, for the most part, new homoa
of high vali;e. ~ Similarly, the icolated occurrences of
Lirot class homes throuzhout the tovm are usually now homes
of high value. : .

- (11) Second Clusg Homes = The largost proportlon
of homos fall into this second clnséiﬁcauon. It 16 here
that tho limitations of such a gonoral and subjoctive,
clasaificstion como to light for it 1& in thia unit that
ono ﬂnda t.ho groatent range in dwouinc t.ypas. In any
event, large proportions of both oJ.d and new homes fall into
this catcgorye 7There is no definite pattern to their

. aistribution as 't.hoy occur ’.'“. any location, interspersed

between tho firet end third cluss homese

.. (111) Third Class Homes = Thooe found to the pouthe
wast of kain utreet arey for the most part, very old middle
¢lass homce that at ono timo tcnded to be first cluss housinge
However aimply because of their antiquity and poor upkeep

they have naturally doteriorated. Similarly, third class

~ héa;ao south of the Strétfordororonto rallway line are
" generally second class homes that have deteriorated through

neglect, The proximity of the ranway would also lowor the
value of thecae homos.

' Those occurring north of the StratfordeToronto
mil&ay‘ 1ine appear never to havg boen of very substantial

2y dqnstruption. Although thoy aro generully more recent than

those previously mentianod, they have probably deteriorated

126,
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fastare Tida glivapor heusing may beo reluted 140 tho proximity

" of :Lnduatry and dofinitely, to the rullway lino.

| . im:l.arly, the homoo to the north-west of tho

Ninth Line have never boen of vory eubstantlal constructione
This houaing 18 typical of thut found on thae periphery of

a towvn which hags not boen zoned for residential establishmentse

- The industrial estoblishments of Ceorgotown
tcrd t0 locate noor .the railway lines btecause .of thelr
dependence on these transportation faciliticss The groatost
'. conéentwuon of industry is thercfore noar tho yards of the
Cenadien Natlonal Railweys. h
Smith and Stone Linited enploys Sver 653

individunzla and has located several plants wnd the head
office in Georgetown. Although to-day it is the largost
eingle employer in Georgetown, tho plant had a aimpie boginning
in 1920, when a staff of 25 manufactured casteiron condult
fittings. Later production branched out into all typos
of pofcalain parts which evontually supplanted muny articles
that had always been imported.

| Singe 1920, the factory has been enlarged nins
' t.imo'a,v to take care of incroascd business and oxpansion into
& diversified 1ins of products for tho electrical trade.
sSuch articles as wiring deviccs, pomelain dbrackots and
" geiling units, refractory porcelain and stove parts,
conduit £ittings, cast iron lanterns and brackets are Just
a fow of the produots menufacturad.



_ The cerumic industry 1s containod in cno of the
longest estsblished plonts of tho tirm. ‘There nre Tour
main Mu;remnta for this industry; cloy, transportntion
. rnoﬂitiea, a sultable labour supply and a markot. Tho
Canadian Na.uoml_. Hallway imports clay, while export of the
finiched ‘product ia accounted for by both il and road
trunsporte Ueorgetovn itoelf, in addition to centres ac
far away Qs Chelt.onham and Brampton, supply the neccasary -
sami=gkilled labourers. Thers are five graduato cngineers
continually oarrying out rescarch. With electrical
t aﬁpnencaa beconing auéh an integral ‘part of our modern
'1ife, the mirketing of theso finished products does not
prosent a garious probleme =
| ~ In the summer of 1954, a $500,000 plastics plant
was .completed in Georgetovn by Smith and utone Limited. The
. products manufacturcd renge from i‘iberzlna reinforced
"aircmft slots to tooth brush handles.
The 0ld i.ndustxy known as the Barber Paper and
Coating lills Limited was purchased in 1812 by Provineial
. Paper Limiﬁad.’ At this time there wero two plants in
* operation; the "Lower k411" (adjucont to the Credit River)
and the "Coating Mill" (Rosetta Street). In 1948, tho
“Lower Mill" was shut down and the building was purchased by
We Be Ackcrman Limited, makors of eloctrical appliances
and stecl ofﬁce 'eﬁnipmnt.. To=day it serves as a storehouse
for Do Havillend Alreraft of Malton, Ontario.

However, tho "Coating Mill" is still in operation, -
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indeced, 1t is the cacond largost employer in Coorgetovm.
Approximately 236 are employcd in the manufacture of a
general :u;na.of coated beok, coatod Litho and speeisl type
paperce Theso procducts arc marketed throughout Canada and
exportods :
 “he Georgetown Coated Paper Mills, sterted in
1910 by Le Bs Fleck, are now owned by the Allience Paper
 1411s Limitede During 1020, an addition was built to the
caat end of the mill to provide space for more modern
coating and colouring equipments Four additienal coating
machines wers installed and the armwal production of the mill
was increased in 1921 to 4,500 tons (1911 annusl production
wed &4000 tona). In 1928, the company waa ree-organized
and bocame & division o:‘ Alliunce Papeyr Mlls Limit.ed.
To=day an ext.enaive 2ine of printing and epacialty

eoat;qd papers are menufacturod. ‘The snnual capacity is
9,000 tons por yonr und employecs totol eome 100, 4those
popora arc 8o0ld-chiefly on tho Canadion mrket, although
from time to time export shipments are mude to como of the
Commonwoslth and South and Central American countrics.
 Howaver, coated popers are mainly distributed through wholesale
papér' merchants across Canada, and are 8old by them to the
printing and lithographing tradece.

' The Dominion Sood Houso wae astablished in 1078 by
We Brudlay and to-duy it 18 one of the Larnqat mail order
good housos in the country. Over one thousand various types
of secde are handled by this firm, many of them rare and
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uncomnon vorietieas The Dominion Seed Houseo xSrOpng'xtes vory
fow-of ite ovn secds on the 75 acre farm thit it occupies
within the town boundarics. Hather it imports sceds froa
all ovaer the \vérld t0 be retalled to Cunadlon gurdeners.
The need for labour fluctuates se(x;aonauy with a maximun of
80 to 100 being employed from the middle of January to the
ond of Aprile '

Mughrooms axre grova by tho Moadowglen Groviors
. ‘ in their plunt north--of Smith and Stone limiteds It wog
cstabliched in 1940 end employs approximately 17 mone 4Ghis
 firm hus an annual production of 290,000 pounds, ono holf
. of vyhich is purchused by various ;zaxming firms. 7The remaining
'oné half is plaéed on the opon mrkot in Southern Cntario.
| .The DolphineCraft Compsny Limited occupies the
old Dayfoot Shoe plant on John Strect and the old Georgetown
- Clay Products building on King ﬁtx'éet noear tlgine *his
Lirm monufactures Fiberglas boats and employs approximately
20 mone

Othor industries are the larley, Kay, Mnrsl_zind
Machine Company Limitaed, We Lavoie and vons Limitcd (Knitting),
Goorgotbwn Lumbor Company, Je Be Vackenzie and son (Lumber
and Builders' supplies), the Credit Valley Bottling Works,
&nd Cordero Cendiese | | |
| L From this description of the industrica of _
Georgetowny 1t 18 falrly evident that msnufactured goods ’61'
low bulk Hut high value afc procduceds SSuch industrica ero
now tonding to locate avay from the heavy industrial contres
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such ag Homilton eimply becnuse existing transporintion
facllities and hydro-electric power allows this dicperanle
Ind\;ntrioa' of thia type provido the neéesaary diversification
to cnsure ralative prosperity oven in depression:l times.

"It 18 my boldef, that in the futurc, similer industrice

will tend to locate in contres ouch as Georgetown rather
than in Hemilton or Torontoe

Georgetown has eight church ﬁuild:lngs, six of
which are in operation. The Anéncana, Baptists, Presbyterians,
Roman: Catholics, United Church and Zion Tabornacle are all
representods The Congregationalist Church on Church Street
is proscntly ocenp:led by the Goorgetown Public Librurye. 7The
other church at the head of Vosleyan Streot 19 vacant at
thie time. ; : |

coorgotdvm has threo aschools; two sscondary cmd.
onu publice The high schools dorive muny of thoir pupils
.from tho rurdl arens of Lsquosalng Township while the public
school studcnts gonorally roside in Goorgotovne The United
. .Church of Canada operatcs the Cedarvale School for Girls in
. which orphancd, unwanted and dcnnquom. girls are trained.

‘ ' The tovn has an excellent source of choap water
. for domestic purposcss Although located on a branch of the
Credit River, Georgetown has uscd springs since the carly
1890%a. | ' ' |

~ Until 1948, the only source of water was thece
" gurface eprings which drained into a reservoir three mileca
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 outsids of the tosme Thiz resorvols @dned into another
on ¥ain Streot over which tho municipal buildinga have beon
recanuy arsctadse NO pumming gystom wns necassary s the
120 foot, ‘aLf eronae 4in elevation =llowed & mvimumu
fiow of watoyr, !

‘ In 1949, the springs appesrsd to ba dryins up
and detspriorating in quality. Then a®spring was discovered
- which 1ia being used to=Coy and 18 oaid to have a dnily

ca:&aci‘ty of ‘one million gallons of water which needs no
Ltrution or cldorination of any kind., Veter 1s renoved
from this source and transmitted to the domestic supply
lines by an electric pucp.

. The recroation facilities of Georgotown ara |
woll dm_re:l.opod. Tha fairgrounds which arse located west of
Charles itreet have three ball Olamonds, cne band atend,

a grondstond which will scat approximately 200, @ race track
‘and an armourye There is a bowling green at the cornor of

~ ¥illfem and Tdith Streets and an arcna on John Stroat. The
- comerciaz. core hao the usual theatro, bow:ung alleys and
billiurd I00Ms.

Goorgotovn has recently ennexed a large section
»‘ of anuesing Townships This expansion is & result of a
planned future a8 the land which has beon annoxed will
provide cxccllent residential and induotrial eites. By the
propoaéd plen no more thun 40 per cont of tho anncxed area
will become industrial or commercial in function while the
romaining €0 pex' cent must be mnidential- .




. This annexation haes more than doubled the arcal

extont of Goorgetowne It strotches from the old tovn bouncaries
(see figure }3) covering 1,728 acroas almost to Morwnl taking
in land on both sldes of the highway. The land to the north

o of Highway Nos 7 1o slatcd to become the industrinl part of
| tho nubdiviaion' as epur linos from tho uYtratforde-Toronto
dine miy be eaeii,y constructocds Tho southern portion of

"2 the propertiea annexed will be mainly rogidentisl with some
© 1ight industry along the highway frontagés A business
section msuy also be built along the highway. .

(B)

Acton 1s located at the Junction of No.26 and
- Ho._-'? Highways and 1s seorved by the Canadian Nationnl
.Rallways and Gruy Coach bus services Tho town enjoys o
geographical location similar to thit of Goorgetovn with

respect to the proximity to thé groatest concentraticn of
. people in Canadas Acton was incorporated es a village in
1873 and became & tovn in 1950. The population according
' %0 the 1961 census stands at 2,880.

| Acton, like Georgetovn, is located on & poste
glacinl epillvoye However atroam dissoction has not
affectod tho same degree of surface configuration as in the
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cage of Georgetown. Pleistoceno deposits ere shallower
than those in the vicinity of Uoorgetovms >

‘the physical site hua at.rongiy influonced the
* diroction of Actan's growthe Boforo Fairy loke wig formed
by tho constructicn of a dam, a otroam of considersblo plze
flowed around the wostorn edge of Acton ond gontinucd in
- an 'oant.orly direction over tho edgo of the ccoarpmente Ao
& rosult, much of the sand and gravol doposited in the '
| . Spinwéy vap i-cmovod and the streanm bottom was croded down
| to tho undorlying Lockport formation (sce £1guro 6)e

_ To=d8ay, three fairly subat.ant.ial barriers to0 urban
3 - ‘growth existj the swampy 1and to the southewest, Fairy Lake
~ to-the west, and the eroded valley to the easte The

roughness of terrain has limited urban developmnt on the

- wat side of Fairy Lakos B |

The valley to t.he eagt of Aacton presonts definite
. problems to the construction of sewers, water mains end
baaém;zntn simply because of the sghallow overburden which
covers the uw:leiding Lockport formations The route taken
by the Toronto-Stratford line of tho Canadian National
. Rellweys was determinod by this valley. As previously
. stated, thie vmey provided the only break in the Niagnra |
Escarpment for acveral miles on eithor sido, Ao a rosult,
the Grand Trunk Hailway was constructed through this gape

' The atrect pattern of Acton has consoguently

- - mabpéa on Cless IIX lande 7This lund type is admirabdbly

suited for urban growth becausc of tho exscellent intermal

| 34,
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dmin&éé. the comparatively low relief and its dio:dvontagos
for agricultural utilization. Ao a result, a distinctivo
grid pattern of at.rcet.n has developedy topograplw and the

o milwcw prosent. a fow 1nconaiatonc1w.

since tho ruilway cuts dingonally across the grid
pattern of the stroets 1t nuturully influences their layoute

 Yourig Street and Guelph Streot North have beon particularly

influencsd eince they wore forcod to parallel tho rollwaye
Crcscont Stmcﬁ and Uuelph 'st.mot Youth follow aleong the
upper edgo of the \mney, and mtumuy bend 1n ‘a moroe
eastorly direction in ordor to pamllel that taken by the

railwaye Urban growth his becn limited southwurds and

wontw:xrdé by the existence of Fairviow Cdmetgry and evampy
arease IMill Street Vest has been forced to curve southwards
by Fairy lake, in order to join the tovn to the Firet Line.

[ o TR

@JE@‘

‘to the nucleated shape of the commorcial core of Geornetom. _,

Thie arca is definitely lincar in shape a8 opposecd

This shape may bo oxplained by a single "main" strect (Mill

- Strect) on which tho greatest concentration or commorcinl

estoblishments occure The resson for thle may be that the
original commerolal entorprises wera established hero.
Nutumlly. they attracted nubaequent. stores whs.ch wore built

' a].ong the main Btreeto

me arca delineated on the functional nap
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. (seo figure 12) ia somewhat a:d:sleading as to tho relative
fi importance of difforent sections of this #0l1d black arcse
The maxdimum donoity of otores occurs extonding from Lain
 Stroot (Highway Noe 256) to John Stracte In thoso two blocks
thore are ovor t‘om_-ﬁve soparate commerclal eslabliehnionta,
‘while from John Street to Guolph Gtrvwat thure are oaly
- fourtoen ostablishments devoted to commorcial activities.
}lowover,.; olmply becsuse it is tho commerelal function that
 1s most dominant in tho entire area, I folt Justificd in
. including both eqct.ionn' into onas KResidentlal establishmento
do occur but are relativoly fow in numbors

i i e e o SR A B S

| " For tho most part, serﬁce cehtres not included
in tho commorciul core, im gas and service stationse The
plumbing service on Main Stroet just n,or‘t.h of the school
lans and the laundry at tha corncr of Chuwrch and Willow
...t.reot.a are the only two emeptions.

Sincae these sorvico stationa tond to cater to
the motor vehicle trade, they naturally locate along the
main stroots and highwayse From this, their distribution
may be piot.ted, as mizht. be expected, along Quoon Ltreat
" (Highway Noe 7), Younge Street, Mill Street (asome are

_included in the comercial core) and Main Stroet (Highwy
" Hoa 25)e Thie is the poute followed by most motor vehicles

' travelling throm Acton,
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Becauas of the compamctnost ¢f the street pattorn
and consequent proximity of tha irhadbitonts 4o tho commereial
~ core,- there 18 vory 1ittle nced for many outlying grocery

‘stores. Only three grocery storss ars not grouped into this .
~ core éiinply because of their position within tho town plan.
~ Two occur along Young Stroot and eutor mainly to tho
%\ comparatively nuw section contained ‘botﬁocn Queen and M1l
Strouts and the Third Line and Young Strcete The store |
E found at the corner of Croscent and Guelph .atrae:.a gorves
E only the immediata arca. Y e |

- The only two other delineauona of rotail
© eatablishments aré not grocory ‘storese The feed decaler at
" the corner of Mill and Victoria Strects caters to the
| a.urrounding rural population of Esquesing Township while .
the roal estate office on Main Stroet handles the sale of
much of the property in and around Actone

Regddontind, |
_ (1) First Clase Homes = In only five instances viore
. homes found that could Justifiably be clageified as first
- clusse The two e%lea 'found on Lake Avohue are large old
, " homes thst have been romarkably woll kepte The other three
exanplos are ‘those found on Main Strect North and on Alice
Stroet and are lomes of fairly recent construction end high

valuoe ' ‘ L
Tho resson for the doarth of first class homos 18
. obscures Acton has not bencfitod from tho, same degree of
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' industriel divoreification that has murked the growth of
‘Goorgetovns The Beardmore Tannery has domlnatcd ‘the

| occupational Qpportmitiea for so long that the profits have
beon concentratcd in the hands of a fow nonerosident
sharcholderse The majority of the employeces of this firm
reside in Acton and recoive an income that has remained
'con.zpant.ively constant rogardless of the profits rade.
This may account, in part, for the large nusber of middle
c;aas- and the existence of only a few first class homosg.

' (13) Second Class Homos = Both old end new
residences aro found in this classification, often in oqual
proporticns. The roason for the predominance of middle
class homes .15- closely rolated to the individual income of
each fumuy 5ince by far t.he greator proportion.of wage earners
are employad as sami-skiuod labourers in a well estublished

- industry, it naturally fo],lows that their income will remain
cothamtively conetante A4S & result, large numbers of
sccond class rasidences occAux-v in Acton,

(111) Third Class Homos = Almost without excoptian,
the poomat clnos of homes tend to be the oldant. . Yor tho
moat, purt, they are homeo that have been built as second
class homaa but throuah inefficlent mintmnca, hava been

' allowed to det.eriorateo
It 1s of interost to noto ﬂmt they tend to
occur in groups. the presence of one third class home
| lowers tho value og those adjacent to it. This allowa a
lower income group t0 move in and soon all homes in the area




tond to bo allowed to dotordorate. Examples of this may be
found on kain Stroet North, Church Street Vast, Guolph
Street and Hilleroste | |

- ‘The groups of third clacs homos found on Vimy
Stroct, Camoron Avenue and Ycene Streot probably nevor have
attainod second class standsrds and have been built on the
periphery of the urban plan on low cost lende Those on
Canoron 4venue ere built on poorly drained land while thoae
on VmStraet are continually subjocted to the nauscous
vupowél that omit from Beardnore. Tannerye .

-

Generally, the industries of Acton tond to locute
1 adj&cont' to tho i'nuway line. Consequently thero 1o a
h definite concentration of industrial establichments in the
" vicinity of Guelph and Vallace Streetss  Originally, these
= ﬁndust.ri‘es were built on the poriphery of the urban plan,
"’  ,. but to-day with the exbansion of the town &n a narttha\at
- . Giroction, they are gemcrally found in the midst of the
!‘ mniaenual arcae f‘or tho mosthm't however, thoso industries \
. aro not obnoxious to tho noar-by home ownerse. .
| | Beardmnore Tannory ias the one main exception as
. tho odours that are emittcd by this plant arc, at timos,
! very_oﬂona:lve. This méuatry haa located on the stresm
E ‘that runs through the southorn secticn of town eimply becauso
. of tho large dem:nd for water to be utilized in the tanning
“ proéeaa by the original industry establiched by Ae Nellis.
A spuy line of the Capadian Naticnal Railways has been

¥ @ 1 0.
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Fhoto No. 25. View of the Beardmore

. Leather C as secen from the top of
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bullt into the plant property to provide the neccssary

transportation facilities for the import of raw materials

and the c:qam of the manufactured product.

. - until 1022, Boardmore also owned and Oparuted
& tannery near Bracebridgs, adjacent %0 & largo supply of

- hemlock barke Due to chinging tanning methods and a desire

t0o consolicdate its activities, this plant cemaed oporntior;l
and the firm oconcentrated ite activities in Acton in 19:2.
_In this year thore wore throe tonning firms in Actonj Tho
Acton Tanning Company Limited, the !fuskoka Leather Company
~limited, and tho Beurdmore Belting Cm’npeny- Thoy were later
. analgasated under Beardmore Tanning Companys

= To=day, this industry is a aubnidiary of Canada
Packers and the larzest tamxery in the Dominion of Canadae
Proporty utilized covers 600 ac;rec and the pl.alnt itoel? -
‘employs. 400 to 500 workers. Ovor cne million eides of

g deathory many of them shipped from the slaughter houses of

Canndu Packers, are processod a yoar. Beardmore Tanning
Compuny has beon tho main omployer of the rosidontm of Actonm,
and the growth and mapmw of the town havo baon closcly
1inked with this Mdumt:-y.

Tho Gtorey Glove Company wh:lch vas ootabliched in
1840 was closcd down in Deconbor, 1963. In Fobruiry of 1965
tho 5. Ge Smallwood Limited of Kitchener took over the four
. etorey brick building at the corner of Alice and Bower Strosts
" fop the menufacture of radio and television componcntss This
‘48 an excellent example of the increased modern tendency to

~
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establish industiries producing high value but low bullk
: ~articles in the erallor towns, diapér&bd rom t.hé lurger,
% hoavy industricl citles. Towdny, trengportation facilitios
and twdr&eiectr;lc ﬁcwar are 80 well developsd that such
- industaiel dlepersal is possibles ‘ -
A aimilur industry is the Force Klectric COW
which operatves in the fuctory oa Guelph Straet acar Gueen

_* Street tast. In 1940 this firm replaced a shoo fuctory which

hzd boon established in 1918. Fifty people are employed in
the manufacture of eloc':trica,'L appliances. .

‘The Mcro Flastics Compony Limitad produca all |
types of plastic producta. it..is the largest producer of
plastic pipe in Cannda and employs over £0 workers. This

firm wao cotablished in 1942 and has built two additions; one

in 1060 and anothor in 1963 During 1864 Uicro Plastics
' purchased 14 additionnl acres in order to allow for future

, expansion. vy

, The Baxter Laboratoriscs of Canada have a represents
ative in Acton which employs approximately 150 people in the

plent on Willlam Street North near River Streete This firm
was establisched in 19042 and produces hospital supplies and
darge "quant.iuoa of diatilled water. |

The plant now occupied by the Baxter Laboratories

" was built in 1020 by the Moson Knitting Company. In 1942
" this firm moved to its present location at the cornor of
Guolph «nd Church Streets. Seventy-five are employed hore
i'n the manufacture of children's undorwears
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The Blow Pross Company Iimited ordginated in 1910
under the name of "Adton Machino Shops”e In 1920 a factory
was erecied on Bower Strect mat. adjacent %o the railway
dine. 'l'hin {irm emx'wloya 20 workers in the manufacturo of
- punch presgos.
_ Réiz!\bﬁwiH¢ the Blow Press Compeny Limitod ia
the Ae Pe Graen Fire Brick Cotpany limited. This firm wis
eatablished in 1950 and to=day emplo,'a 30 individuals in
the producuon of cruciblose . S '
The Vool Coribing cOrpov-auon purchaaed a ‘buildéing
from the Beardmnm Leather Company to housa their equipment
in 1941, One hundrad and £ifty individuals are omployed in
the processing of m™aw wool into material to be utilized by
spinning milla. : |
| The last inddat.ry of any sizi:l.ﬁcance to ba described
. 18 the Ajex Enginoers ILimited. It was established in 1928 |
by tﬁe Criber Brothors for the production of monuments. In o
© 1935, the £irm was taken over by Ajax Engineers Limited who 5 b
- manufacturod wooden tankn, stoel structures and ooglins
towors. To-day, radio and television towers are also builte
In 1936,' thisg firm beceme the Canadlan reprogentative for |
the Marley Company of Kansas City and on Docember 3lot, 1954
was purchasod by this firm. The compapy now employs 26
_ in4ividucle and & future programma of cxpension 16 under
; gonaiderations. | |
: ' From the foragoing description of industry, one
may clearly sea by comparing the number employed how the

> ‘1




Beardmore Leather Company provides the main single source
of employmonte lowover the importance of thia industry to
- the inhibitants of Acton 1s declining as thero has becn a
recant .teﬁdoncj for workers to comnute from centres outside
of Acton, some a8 far away as Guelphe MNeanwhile, thae youngor
goneration of Actonians tond to seck cmployment in the more
récent.ly eastablished, growing industrics.

Al8o,y 1t 1s ovidont that the main type of gooda
. produced are thoso of high vilue but low bulke Baxtor
lnbomtorioe. Ye Ge Smallwood Limited, Force Hlectric, licro
Plastics, Blow Pross, Ajax Ingincering and A. Pe Groen Fire

. Brick, all f£it into this catogory. ,.It. 18 my belief that this

'inGustrial diversification end dispersal will continue in
the futurce Given proper qu.Qance, Acton could develop
industry to provide a constantly increasing sourco of

. employmonte

The Beardmore leathor Company and the Wool Combing

Corporation are more primary in nature than the other
industrics of Actone - They process the raw material to a
‘stage vhere it may be exported to and utilized by anot;hor
firm. The trensportation facilities are .of primry importance
to thoge two industries to tho extent that a spur line of

the Canadian National Railways has boen constructed to eerve
thome Future industrial devolopment could be dirocted o
attracting new planta which could utilize the products ‘
poanufactured by these two firms. In this way, transportation
" costs would be reduced. '
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_ Acton hae five churchos, all of which arec active
to=daye Ax}glicans, Baptists, Roman Catholics ond United
Church groups are all representeds Thore are three schools =
two secondary and cne publice An ample water supply is
obtainod from a well cn the second line near the municipal
' boundariess Irom here it is pumped to the water tawer acrogs
from Vimy Street from which it flows by gravity to serve the
towne . '

Acton is well served by recreation Lfacilitics. '
A moviu thoatre, bovling alloys and a, billiard room are all
tound within the commercial coros Acton is the amallest
‘ commuty in Canada to own and operate an oat.abuahmnt of
the YelleCeAe Thore 18 an excollont lawn bowling greon and
tennis court in the block bounded by uill, Church, Wilbur and
Follows ttrcets. ‘The 1l acres of Prospect Park between
rairy Lake and the Mill Pond contains & rece track, grand
stand, ice arema, basoball diamond, wading pool, plcnic
tables and genorel playground facilitlese

Since March 1st, 1966, Acton's boundaries have
anclosed 979 acres instcad of the 514 delineated in figure
~ twolvee The lgrgor part of mqudainz Tomhip vwhich was
~ annexed 18 tbuna to the south of the town. CQnQequeptly,
~ the propertics of Beardmore Leather Company end vool Combing
. Corpomu(m are now included in the town of Acton. This
. .Tuipes the assecsment value Of Acton by $400,000 and is the
cummation of a long fought battle between the aut.horiuos

of anueainc Towngship end the mmicipanty of Actone
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~ Already four new rosidontial sub=divisions have
boen laid out and the construction started, which, when
. £inishod, will add 300 more homos to Acton

- In order to determine the retail opheres of influe
_encé affecting rsquesing Township, tho following method was
useds In the Lirst place bank. mnagers were intcrviewed
. and Questionaed as to ths areal extént sorwved by.their
eéatablisghzanta. As Acton, Ellton and.Georgetowa all have
. 4w0 or more danks, & tairly securate delincatlon could de
determineds Similarly all throe towns have weekly newspapers
and a check was provided from their circulations fThe
&aﬁibution'of the rural routes of the throe towms has also
boen takan into conaiaomuon as wore interviews with goveral
grogory ntoro nmnnzorn. F.innny o check was mude by
mtu-viow:lnz the lnhabitants of Zsguesing Township who
rosided near tho boundarfen provided by the aforementioncd
E ceriterias The result, I bslicve, 18 a comparatively sccurate
pictuve or the retail trade areas within the towship under
- at,uay. W S - ﬁ -
’ Befors tha tnﬂ.uencea of theso thrue zain touns

montioneds The influenge of Guolph tends to be present, but
~ only to a small extant, In the vicinity of Acton. This, X
believe, 48 due to tho excellont transportation facilities

4

are considered, tha affects 0f Guolph and Torconto muat be A H
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provided by Highway No. 7. The influcnce of Toronto is
sporadic throuzhout tho cntire township dbut only to a minor
degres at, any ﬁma; Occa.éiomlly, tho people do shop in
Toronto, but such occasions (6ege Christmas) arc Lowe
In the cartographic .preso'ntat.ion of these spheres
of influance, X }mw purpogsoly noglectad to draught a dofinite
lino of dolinoations For tho most part, the boundurics are
trzneitional but oven the degres of transition varies from
place to places Ofton tho inhabitants of a certain location
tond to shop in ono centro, whilc thoir noighbours shop in
anothsrs On tho othar hand, the inhabitants of thiso
transitional areas often shop in two or more towns with equal
- pegularitye
Seorgotorn .
| " Georgoctown exorts an Mumée over almost one-half
of Esquosing Townshipe This may bo directly roluted to its
contral location in tho northern hilf of the township end
the exbauent gystem 0f communications that convergo on thia
tovne - The Canadian National Railways and Highway No. 7
‘permit consumer goods to bo cconcmically imported into
'Geprgetown_ from Gueiph, Hamilton and Torontos. On the other
hand, the radiating eystem of roads provides the necessery
focilitics for the distribution of these goods within the
townehipe . | |
' Norvel is generally conceded %0 be the terminus
of aeoxfgetoﬁn'a eastern extant. Boyond this village, the
proaeixce of Highwoay No. 7 allows tho larger centreo of
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. Bmmpton t0 take over.

Gl.en Villiams and Stewartown are naturilly
controlled commorciauy by Georgetowne -mu my be oxplaincd

by thoir proximity, transportation facilitics and the fact
‘that to=day their min function is to act as sudburban
residentdal villages for Georzotbutis

' Ballinafad and Limchouse are equally shared by

. Acton ai;d Georzet_.own. Both of those emall settlements have

one or two general 8torus which sorve the day to day neoods
of the inhabitants of their immediate hinterland.

';he influence of Goorgetovn tenda to woaken
around Ashgrove but it is still stronger than that of kilton.
This may be attributed to tho proximity of Aahgrove to
Georgetown and the existence of a paved road (Seventh Lino)

that 1inks thom togothexr. .

Acton

Because this towmn tq situated in tho westermn

corner of Esquesing Township, the section influenced by
 4ts retail function is comparativoly smalle. Mowever, because

of thia geographical location, combined with the facilitics .
provided by the road notwork, the sphere of Acton's influence

e ext.ehda t0 a greator diatance into neighbouring témhipa

than that of Gcorgetwn. :
Acton 13 servad only by one milway dine and,
as a result, has no direct rail connection with Hamilton.

. Howovor, 5ince tho vuet mojority of imported consumor goods

" may bo acononically trensported from Toronto, this does not

150, .




DR

Rt s

et e e i et sttt IR . e By il B oz S i e TS A AT S IR T S N -

‘progent a problem.

Highway Noe. 26 allows Acton'’a retail trade to
extend to the edge of the escarpment, but I can soe no
reason to attridbute this fact direcuy to the proescnce of
this pb;,'aiomphic diviaion.

Although this tovn is not found within the

boundaries of mqueainz Towvnship, the influence of its ,
rotail establichments 18 folt over an area gomewhat larger

' than that of Acton. The proximity of this town to Esqueaing

Township, tho fact that it is tho county seat, and tho
trensportation facilities provided by lidghway No. 25, and
the Tmralgaxbzaquoning tova 1line all aid in the extcnsion
of Miton's retail trade into Esquesing 'ro:mahip.

: Kilton is also servod by two mnuqy linos end,
with the means provided by modern transportation facilities,
it naturally has developed into a ‘contro of commercisl
significances o

By way of oummary, it 18 'cleariy aoén that the

three towns of Acton, Georgetown and Milton control the

retail trado of Coqueaing Towmshipe Gince all are
approximately of the sume importance commercially, I would
1ike to prosent thoir geographical positiona and existing

. transportation facilitics as being the main determinants in

mihtainm' ’.then' individual spheres of influence. I1f, in
the future, one of thoge towns greatly eonlargod its commorcial
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function, & radical change in the present picturc would
rescult, ‘ ..

, It 10 true that perconal proference oftcn
rooults 1n e doviation from ﬁe "gontrolling” contrae
- Indced, one may £ind conouncrs woll within tho sphars
controlled by Goorgotown, shopping in Milton. However, I
belleva, the dalineaticns of rotail trade arcas found in
figure 16 genorally represcnt conditions as thoy now existe



~ 46 woll served by excellent rail and road facilitics. IThe
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(A) gmengy - - ;
B ¥aguesing Township is J.ocatgd adjacent to the |
st donsely populated section of the Dominion of Canada and

Palacozolc geology of the arca 1s exposed along the edge and 1
base of the Niagara Lscarpment, which extecnds diagonally i
across the township and has given rise to extensive guarrying
and brick production. The arca under study has been subjected i
to the scouring and depositing action of the glaciers of

Pledstocena timos‘, & fact that accounts in part for the

existing physiography and development of soils. Tho matural

- wegotation hag largely besn removed from the township and for

the most part only the arcas entirely unsuited to agriculture
have been allowed to remain as woodlots. _ .

_ Large arcas of Class I land cover the township and
provide excollent edaphie conditions to support en intonsive .

‘agricultural programmos Climate also provides al suitable

physical basis to support the sgriculture that has developede
The early settlers were almost all emigrants from

the Briii_sh Islex who, during the Lirst few years of settlcment,

practiced a subgistence type of agriculture. Parelleling the
rapid growth of populution wag the rapid clearing of the land
and the tendency to concentrate on wheat 88 the main cish crop.
with the opening of western Canada and the rapid rise in



, urbanization, the concentrution on the production oﬁfy wheat
gave way to mixed tarming with emphaasia on dairying.

Urban cant.rea developed mainly around mill sltos
whoso 1ocauon in turn woe dotermined by the preaonce of

- ranning waters Then with the construction of the Crand

Trunk Railway and the adoption of stcam driven pachinery,
industry wae naturally attracted to Georgetown and Actén.
The decline in importance of the rural artisan,
the improved methods in agriculture, and the attraction
provided by V%estern Cenada rosulted in a surplus of rural
| population and subsequeatly, rural dcpopulation. Nany
emigrated from the township under study but meny also
sugmented the growing population of Georgetown and Actone

(B) mm . \
huxed faming with an amphaaia on dairying
dominatos the agriculture of isquesing Townshipe. From this,
the most important crops are hay and pasture. Othor crops
grown are mainly those utilized in the feeding of livestocke
¢ _' The difference in elevation of land above and
balow.iho oscarpment hag had littlo or no affect in limiting
the occurrence of crops in Esquosing Townshipe _ Rathor, any
différmco. in lend use may be dirccetly related to the colls
which have developed from tho Fleistoccne deposita; For
t.ho most part, 8oile that occur abovo the escarpmont have
been formod on a limentono plain, till moraine and spillway
 whilo’ bolow tho escarpment s0ils have developod from
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* dnhorently sore Sertdlo paront matordnle (with the oxouption
of the Goorgetown tpillwsy rrd Norvel Sand Flain).
Congoquently, @ greater proportlon of Clese I land has
: dwo.‘l.Opuci mmezd;lately' at the boasa of the escurpnont. than on
e "uwlend" sectione | .
‘ , nowwer. it {s of eignificance to note that
| _'\whemvér Clasa I lond doacs occm.? above the sscurpacnt, the
~ acreages and ylelds for cach ercp are the sams ac on Class I
on tho "lowlend® section. Thut s, the lend usc that has
Mel’opad on & cartain alaosa of land is very gimilar whother
C it occuﬁs above or below the sscurpmente From this it may
. be clearly sven that edaphie, rauther than aimuc Luctors
control local vardations in land use.
The only evidence to confliot with this theory

1s tho fact that commercdal orchards ocowt on the land below
the escarpmente Although firuit culture does not provide a
significant source of the total income received from
egriculture in Esquesing Township it is beliaved that the

- escarpaent does 'bravido some limited protection from the
" prevaiung ﬁoatorl'y winda. Howavory, whan the overall
agricultural economy of the township is considered, the
yxluagam Egscarpmant lmn' exortad a veary limited affoct in
controninz tho 1nnd una, |
4 u.uton, Aoton and ccox-aet.own ars the main urban

' ‘oontroo that affect the township undor atudy. Although

- pfiton 18 not located within the tomnship boundaries, it
f¢ Soeg command a portion of its retall trade and has influenced

188,
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the development ot cortain scctionas in and around mliton
Heizhta. .

'l‘hﬁ growth of Acton has closely pmllea that of
the Beardmoro Leathaor Companye. Txua firm has provided the
min sourcas of employmont for the town while, at the samo
time, has limitod the attractiveness of ‘Acton to prospcctive
industriess Although the town has rocently emnoxod a large
portion of the township thoreis no "master™ plen by which
industrial, commercial and recidentisl dovelopment may be
~ directed. ' L
| ~ Georgotown, on the other hand, enjoys tha relative
pronperny that results from 1ndust.r1a1 diversification.

The industries of Georgetovm are more varied end, for the
most part, larger than those of Acton. This tovn has also
recently annexed & large portion of the township but the
futuro expansion is being planned. Although there has beon
' complétogdiax'enard by the plannors for the encroachment of
* urban development on Class I land, the proposed plan end
promised sorvicos will naturally attract mdmtry.

with the completion of tho Ut. lavrcnce Soavay
and Highway 401, these two urban contres should continue to
expond commoreially, residontially and industrially.

Ag stated in the mtroduqtion‘"an attempt will be
made to delineate dofinite geographical regions within the
 township". However, after an ipterpz-etntion of the land use
‘,mp vas completed no definite arcal differanciation could

be founde It is true that "regions” may be differenciated

, o‘él
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but these are fo§ the most part, landforam rogions, urbsn
roglons,etc. and do not satisfy my concept of geographic
regionality. It is poscible thut the entire are: oncloged
by the poiiucal béundariea of Esquosing Township form an
integral pert of a larger geographical region. Howover this
is a study not eneompéoaed by this thesis,

| ‘ j.Cmaequenﬂy, the forogoing chapters have prosented
a study of dlstributions and relationships while the attampt
t delineate geographical regions has faileds with this

in mind, I would like to prosent this thesis simply as a
geog:japhioal appreciation of Esquesing Townshipe It is my -
| szncere hope that 1t may promote a greator interast in
geographical studies and pay serve as a guide for future
planning in the tomahip. o v.‘g SRR
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III
IIX
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VIIX
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Georgutown

B

21

&6

m..

26
a
6
a4

(Y
[

a8 -

10
10

16 -

e Douglas
Je Gteclo
Je Soyers
K¢ Breen ‘
tmith and Derby
Je Bruce
Town of -Act.bn,
Taylor |
Ce Footer
Ce Frdnce
Dre Crisp
Je Rundle.
M.’ Keliabb
e Datkin
- Ye Donnott
Ges Brovn
L. Lyons
" R Mondhum
Glon ’\’iiuieamn School

Tovm of Goorgatown

/15e,

1
Jeo
IQS,&
14 :
16
10 s
4 |
14 gg
32 &
c56
41 (not to
bedrock)
. |
3 . ;
{
8 l
119 (not to
] bedrock)
6 -
74
GO (not to
bedrock)
-84 (not to
. bedrock)
08
119
145

'.....0.'0......0..’..;..O........................ 170

Bullot.in 145 of the Cnturlo Dopt. of

| A paken direet.ly from:

Lincoe A

npio 1048,40,50.

AO K. 1"&".0

- a deseription oi' mterinlo through wh:.ch wells were
dri.ued in seaxh of water.
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ABDENesscssseesecssecescecscecscsFfopulus tramiloidos Ldchxe
Balsam PODlarsscscccccesscsssssel’Opulus balsamifcra Le
- naaawood..5....5,...........;...Tiliu amcricana Le
B,eochu'.'.._.u.'.‘-lu.u......u..-h‘agus.ar;tndifoua thrhe
Black Ash...,a.......,...,.,....Frnxinua-nigra Farch.
116ck ChOTTYeessessessesessseesePrunus serotina shrhe
| pbgwood 8CruDecsccscsesccoscsseeeslOrnua Le :
Hemlock...Q.................f...wauga conadonsis Le
Ironwoodessecscessssscsccescsceelotryn virciniena Will. |
Paper BAPChecessessssssonssssssstiotula papyrifera Marshe.
 ied lhple...'..._u.u...nu.uuAcar rubrum Le
Sugar mplc...........'...-......Acer oaccimrum Marahe
 hito COMATeeseesesscssensonseesThuja Occidentalls Lo
;Ehiie_ h‘lm..........._............Ulmua americana Le '

mte Pin‘h‘oooon.yoooooaoooooooopmm Strobus Le : h ‘
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APPIIDTY G
coll Frotile ".Iiﬁmfhiﬂ-gﬂﬂl

- nedda Clay loen?
| A - ﬁ%‘: RWP of partlally dscomposed leaves, tnige

&1 - 0-5 ineh-;aa ‘clay loamy very dark greylsh brown
1 {10¥R 3/2); f£ine granula:x:y stx-ucture{ friable
~ consistency; few stoncs; pHe.

. . Agy = 6-12 inches clay loam; yellowlch brown (1GYR &/4);
\;:g: J%gy structure; friable consistency;
[ ] ' s

' Apye 1215 inches clay loamj brownish ysllow (10¥R €/6)3

weak platy structure dable consisten
stonem;;: b ad.

By « 1529 inches clay; dark brown (1OYR 4/3); Coarse
| ‘blocky structurej hard conslstency; fow stoness

€ e« Clay t1113 ﬁ:rle brown (1OYR G/g;{ prismatic

strustures 4 consistencyy shaley; stony.
» gg!!nm !Q&E‘ "
Ay - 'Tlgin layer of partially decomposed loaves, twigse
8uCe ) B

A} = 0-4 inches loams very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2);

fine granular suructure; frisble consistencys
fow stones.

Ay - 4~14 inches leamy yellowlish brown (1CYR 65/4)%
‘ weak platy structurej friadle consistencys
Pew ptonoge ,

POBUONGOOOORIOIGBIDEVEINNICPENOOLLOIDOREBINPEGVIOIQNOIOCOIOENROISEDOS

Oe. As Cusy Guelprh. In all of the soils discussed the exact

" pH wuo not availlable. DLue to the influence exerted by the
shaly parent mterial, renction tenda to be more acidic than
goils of Peel County (Soil Report /18)e

¢ Oneida 511t Loam is also included in this deseription. There
16 only a minor difference in the toxture of the Az harizon.

% prof11e dascriptions were provided by tho Departasnt of Soils,

SR




A28 » 14«17 inchos gondy loums raddiah yellow
s (75 YR 6/G); weak platy styucture; very frinble
coneletency; fow gtonca. .

Bz « 17-25 Inches cley locmj dark brown (7.5 Y7 4/4)3
coarae nuclform structwre; herd consistoncy;
fow glones, :

B3 « 25«37 inches élay locm; brown (10 YR §/3)3 coarse
- nuedform structure; hard consletoncy; fow stonese

C = Loan ti11; brown (7.6 ¥ 6/4)3 Bodiva nuciform
etructures hard conslotoancey; stonys shaly.

" 40 = Thin layer of pax'uau;: dacompoged leaves, twigs

atCe

' Ay e O0=G inchos clay loany dark grey (10 ¥R 4/1)s
S ?odiugo granular ctructure; frizble oonsictancys
oW BLON0Be . -

" A; = G=12 inchos elay loamj yollowish brown (10 YR 8/4)3
: mtiledy vienk platy strvcture; frinble conaistancys

otono froe.
Bg = 12-24 inchos dark brown (10 YR 4/3)
- mottled; coarso blocky structure; hard conslatencys
fow stonods ,

c Clay ti1l o browvn (10 ¥R 6/3) iamtio
- at:jmturo: E::wa conodstenayy ohnn'npi‘w atonos.

Ag = Thin layer of partially docompooed lenvap, twigs
‘ otCe : ,

A 0=56 inchcs sandy loamy very dark groylsh browm
1 ° (20 ¥R 3/2)3 mediun czlmb structure; vary frisble
consisteneyy stonalrace ‘

.1 e 5=22 inches sandy yellowish brown (10 YR 5/4)3
e - single gtain stn’tc{\n'o; loose consistencys
gtonefrecs

e 20=26 inches sendj pale dbrown (10 YR 6/3) single
Ao grein structurej .{ooae consistencys atono}ree.

)b,
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By « 28-05 dnchen doars ducikc boovm (10 YR 4/3);

modium nuciforn o wej £friableo consistencys
- stonclyac.

c f'-. Sand with oécauim&l pravel stretas prey (10 YR 65/1)
_ single grain structure; loose conai ten%y. :

Burford Loan

Ay - Tl{f‘,n dayer of partially decomposed loaves, twigs
< ' 0%Lqe ‘

A; = 0-4 inchos loamj very dark groyish brovn
(10 YR 3/2)3 fine granular structure; vory friable
~ conaleteoncyj few stones. .
Ay = 4-18 inches sandy loanm; yellowish brown (10 YR 65/8)
wéogk platy structurej @ consiotancy; few
8LONes8. :

App = 28421 dnches onndy loamy light yallotish brovn
(10 YR 6/4)3 wonk platy structurocj very fricdble
conslstoncys otonefrees

. i \

Bg = 21-36 incheg clay loamj dark brovn (7.6 YR 4/4);
cotgrao nuciform structure; firm consistency;
80Ny S

C « Wall asorted gravel; drown (LOYR 6/3); single
' grein structures 1ooce consistoncyj chaley

F
o

A - Tgin laycr of partially decomposed :I.eaveé, twigs
‘ , OLCe . :

;ﬂ;:igg;iﬁ,‘ii—?g:tl;; S

e

.. Ay =~ 0=3 inches loam very dork brown (10 YR 2/3)3
. finoe cruimb structure; friable consistencys
" frequoent gtones. .

' Agl = 3=12 inches loamy yellowish brevm (10 YR 6/6);
wggk platy structure; friable consistenocys Lfew
810Nned. s

A2 = 12-17 inches loams yellowish brown (10 YR 5/4)3
B weak platy structurej friable consistencyj fow

8tonos.
{

B 17-22 inches mm; arark ysllowich brovn (10YR 4/4);
e medium nuciform structure; friable consistencys
oo R fow to froqugnt stones. - )

SN APk e RO

L SREL L VICE, 2 R NI ENY gy Feglss
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Lyons Loon

4o

- [7=3% dnchoa clay loamg dark bdrown (10YR 4/3)4
modium nucifornm structivrej hard consistency;
very atony. ‘

= Stony asndy 1oom t1113 pala hrown (1OYR G6/3);

single grain structure; looss consistoncy; many

stones and bouldorse

- 'I'I:zn hyeé of panzmy deéompoaad louves, twige
GlLCe ,

e 0-8 inches clay loam; very dark brown (10¥R 2/2)
radiun granular atm:‘ztu?g friable conslstencys '

stone fme o

‘» B=16 inches elay; éark groyish brown (LO¢R 4/2)'5'

mottleds medium nuciforn structure; plastic
conaist.cncy; stonefrece '

« 1637 inches clagi yellbwish bromn (10YR 6/4)3
mottled; coarss blocky structurej plastic
consiastencyj stonefrecs

- Clay t111§ pale brown (10YR 6/3)j prismatic
' mcturog plastic consistency; few stones and
L ]

)

- 'ntxin layer of partielly decomposed leavas, twigs
elCe ; '

« 07 inches loams very dark groyish brovn
(10YR 3/2)3 fine granular structurej friable
consistencys .

163,

a '. 7-16 inches loam;' groyish brown (:wm 6/2)3 mottlods -

. G

modium nuciform structurej Lriable consistencys
fow atones; SRR |

« Brown (10¥R &/3); calcareous 44115 stony.

2 e
o
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lo profilo desceription i1s availablo as thorc is loss
than a foot of soil over tho bedrocke Thore 1s 1ittle
differenciation in colour or teoxture within the weathorod
portion of the profilees Tho surface soil is ususlly a loam
and a dark brown colowr dominatcs the wholo profilce to the

heﬁock.' Free carbonates are commonly found on tho surface
8044

Similarly, bottomland shows little horizon difforenciations.

It {8 an immture goll whoso profile usually consists of a
. Qoep dark coloured gurface undcrlain by gmyiah. matoriale

i




ovmships_&_daseriptio of > the 1nng

‘= & sor 66 of notus made by the author vhile in
the area. 1810,

20 actone. Commercial, Industrial and
Frogressive Lditione 1917

1885, Vole. I
nto=linmilton Arone.

Do artmon ol liines and Hcoourcos.
Gooloslca]. Survoye. Nemoir 224, 1940,

Canadian Census Reports 1861 to 1951. Dominion Bureau of
Statietics. Dopte of Trade and Commerces

Chapmun Le Je¢ and Putnam D, F. Mﬂgmmghg of Southorn
Oontorio. Ontario Heseco Foundation, tniversity
of Toronto Press. 1561 :

Chapmen Le Je and Putnam De Fe m.q__mmmmﬁsm
Sclantific :\gricultum 1834 Docemdbar 1937,

Connor Ae Je ?m_c}_u%m_w. HMeteorological Division,
o c:lr ng ce8 Eranch, Department of Transport,
HNAG2e -

Cudmore Se. Ae [ural Depopulatio: 30
Tranaactions of the Canadiau Institute No. 22,
Nov. 1912, Vole IX, Part 3. University Preaa,
Tamtoo April 27' 1912,

~ Gardiner He Fo B e Ge No Morang and Company.
" , oronto 1890
O

 Goudge Ms F kj.max.mg & -
, es Ms B scpartment of l'incs and Reaources.
, lines. Noe. 781, 1038,

(]
buresau Of

i Halliday ¥e Eo Do 4 Foreot Claseificntion for Conndi. Forost
dey We Do Bo g iopaal wannotldond

ggozrantteo 'on Reconat.ruction. lzcmastar Univerasity
[ ]

ones Re L mmwmmmm&
Jones Re e University of Toronto Presse Toronto 1946.

/6%,



Rlagos Ke o We i Opegran! The Macmillnn
: _ Conpiny « Nu‘w Orke l\)}%.
Mackny. ory 18%le John Lowell Publisching Coe.
Ade r.zont.x'eui

1820-19520.

" Putnom De Pe and Cha poan Le Je  Glinate of Southorp Cntarioe

Scient:lﬁc Agriculture 18316 April 1Udde

/166.

Pope Je He ;&AWJ;LMW walker and kileae
REE TOronto A&ids .

‘Putnam De Fo and Chapmen Le Je & 2

Zhe Drumiing of ticuthern
#) e Transe ROYe $50Ce Cane 37 SoCe 43 75«88
O3 : '

PutmmD.F.andClmpmanL.J. 5

ntorlo. Sclentific Agriculture 16 :9 lay 1936«
Relph Te gan%twm.mmmm Gs He Hackstaff.

L g f Onterdos 1904. Ontario
Bureau of .atuuatics end Hesearch, Department of the
Provinclal Trecagurers

vatt Ae Ke {round ﬁ’ﬁ&'%ﬁnﬁiﬂm Bullotin 145, Onturio
“ * e DOpurt.mm of lincs a8, 1049, 16560, )

\
!

wilson Ae We Ge- WWJ
113 " e ‘. Teuinsactionn of the Canad .anﬁuto.

Vole 7¢ 1800032 139-1306e
‘me folloving nowsrapers supplicd much of the detoil for the
various youzu = Acton Free rrecs

Coorgotorn Horald -

Globe and Hail

Hemilton Ypectator -

Toronto Telegram

Brampton Conservator

Appo ‘B. Vol.

“BoGE Compony, Ince iow York, 1943
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