
CRITdocs for 
One-Shots:
Using Google Docs in Library 
Instruction for Active Learning 
& Assessment
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Oh Hey!
I’m Elysha Ardelean

Learning Support Librarian
MCMASTER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Download these slides: 
https://goo.gl/SNk3vW



1.
What’s a 
CRITdoc?
It’s literally just a Google Doc with a fancy name.



Google docs = free, familiar, flexible

Ensure that the 
shareable link leads to an 

editable version of the 
document.

I use a URL shortener 
website to share the link 

with them. 



2.
What is Critical 
Information Literacy?

Let’s define this, briefly.



“ [Critical information literacy is] a library 
instruction praxis that promotes critical 
engagement with information sources, 
considers students collaborators in 
knowledge production practices (and 
creator in their own right), recognizes the 
affective dimensions of research, and (in 
some cases) has liberatory aims.” 

– Accardi, Drabinski, and Kumbier, 
Critical Library Instruction (2010)



ACRL 
Framework 
for 
Information 
Literacy

▫ The Framework lends 
itself to a Critical 
Information Literacy 
perspective for teaching

▫ It’s not a matter of 
getting students to 
repeat back to me what 
they’ve been taught- it’s 
about having them 
generate their own 
content.



One Shots 
Are Hard.
How do you do active 
learning AND assessment in 
as little as 50 minutes? 



Lesson 
Planning

Goal: Facilitate, 
don’t lecture.

Collaborative 
Partnerships

Students are 
grouped together 
to complete the 
activities.

Students Teach 
Everyone Else

Once the allotted 
time has passed 
each student 
group will report 
on what they did. 

The librarian will 
have the student’s 
CRITdoc on the 
projector screen 
so that the 
student can refer 
to it and everyone 
can follow along.

Assessment

This happens in 
real time, but 
you’ll now have a 
copy of the 
document to look 
at later on if you’d 
like. 



The 
Evolution 
of 
CRITdocs

I started with this lesson for an 1st year Arts & 
Science course. 

▫ 50 minutes
▫ Frame: Searching as strategic exploration
▫ Frame: Research as inquiry

◦ The main focus was the research process from 
preliminary reading/web-searching all the way to 
database searching.

The following docs were used in the session:

Catalogue Searching, Evaluating Resources, Finding Articles, Peer 
Review, Searching Databases

https://www.dropbox.com/s/pvdryxdyz0n237c/ArtSci%201C06%20-%20Enns.pptx?dl=0
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework#exploration
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework#inquiry
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A5EymfUlFmLYDlEG9nkJJmnQmP7L2AXh3kh5FGP1Jbk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A5EymfUlFmLYDlEG9nkJJmnQmP7L2AXh3kh5FGP1Jbk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wgZS6bKHFRadrJPDlHwJ1HYSsnoaEHt1w0u5eNggBpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u-BvYNWhTpWrwuglf-yVnZrrXHP1JG2Hd5lUrA3ZrO4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A5EymfUlFmLYDlEG9nkJJmnQmP7L2AXh3kh5FGP1Jbk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u-BvYNWhTpWrwuglf-yVnZrrXHP1JG2Hd5lUrA3ZrO4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JKc_dd9kYqt85jf463P_zWJ1T-fjSQRcJSrfASvHlEg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u-BvYNWhTpWrwuglf-yVnZrrXHP1JG2Hd5lUrA3ZrO4/edit?usp=sharing




The 
Evolution 
of
CRITdocs

My favourite lesson thus far 
using CRITdocs was for a 1st 
year Globalization course. I 
instructed 3 separate tutorial 
groups.

▫ 50 minutes
▫ Frame: Authority is 

constructed & contextual

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LXl8TsdNWWJPZK144yG7IQ2ZVO3F2EOpHFPtr8aAm7Q/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework#authority
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework#authority
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework#authority


Research Skills
NEW MEDIA



hello!

I’m Elysha Ardelean
I’m the Learning Support Librarian here at McMaster. 

To get a copy of these slides go to http://tinyurl.com/godfwx9

http://tinyurl.com/godfwx9


Agenda

▣ Library Resources
▣ Web Resources
▣ “Authority”
▣ Citation Resources
▣ Questions



1.
Library Resources

library.mcmaster.ca



Databases
▣ Use Boolean Operators to search using keywords

▣ Break your topic into keywords and then brainstorm 
synonyms for those main concept words
○ e.g. woman/gender/female/girl/lady

▣ Use at least 3 different databases when searching 

▣ Not getting relevant results? Go back to your research 
topic and review the words you’ve chosen to search with. 
Sometimes it’s the words we’re using that are hindering our 
research, not that we’re in the wrong database.

https://library.mcmaster.ca/sites/default/files/Boolean%20Cheat%20Sheet_0.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoujP8KoK7E&feature=youtu.be&list=PLjB7x34VHLf5ooJegDE5Jmt4V7iE8tm50


2.
Web Resources

Search Engines, Twitter, Blogs, etc.



Newspapers

Should you use them as a resource?



Tweets

Should you use them as a resource?



Blog Posts

Should you use them as a resource?



Search Engines*
▣ Google

○ Use Boolean operators like “ “, 
AND/OR, - for NOT

○ Search within a specific website:
○ e.g. site:library.mcmaster.ca alumni
○ e.g. site:buzzfeed.com “Hamilton 

Ontario”
○

▣ Bing
▣ Wolfram|Alpha
▣ DuckDuckGo

○ Privacy-protecting search engine
▣ ixquick

○ Based out of Netherlands
○ Claims to be world’s most private 

search engine
○ Easy advanced search

Web Resources; Searching

Academic Indexes
▣ Google Scholar

○ link to articles available through 
McMaster

▣ Microsoft Academic Search
○ Limit searches to specific field
○ Clutters information
○ Top trends available
○ Visualizes connections/networks 

between scholars

*Use RADAR to evaluate your resources

https://www.google.ca/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.ca/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=site:buzzfeed.com+%22hamilton+ontario%22
https://www.google.ca/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=site:buzzfeed.com+%22hamilton+ontario%22
https://www.google.ca/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=site:buzzfeed.com+%22hamilton+ontario%22
https://www.bing.com/
https://www.bing.com/
https://www.wolframalpha.com/
https://www.wolframalpha.com/
https://duckduckgo.com/
https://duckduckgo.com/
https://ixquick.com/
https://ixquick.com/
https://ixquick.com/eng/advanced-search.html?hmb=1
https://ixquick.com/eng/advanced-search.html?hmb=1
http://www.scholar.google.ca
http://www.scholar.google.ca
http://library.mcmaster.ca/articles/google-scholar
http://library.mcmaster.ca/articles/google-scholar
http://library.mcmaster.ca/articles/google-scholar
http://academic.research.microsoft.com/
http://academic.research.microsoft.com/
http://guides.lib.uwo.ca/c.php?g=391609&p=2660160
http://guides.lib.uwo.ca/c.php?g=391609&p=2660160


Group Activity
In your group look at the Tweet, News Article, and one of 

the blog posts on the topic of Black Lives Matter. 
Download the slides: http://tinyurl.com/godfwx9

Group 1, Group 2, Group 3

Be prepared to share your discussion/results with the class.

http://tinyurl.com/godfwx9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FtEWMK5fhUATLz1KmoO-75gzmsrUBRjVSc4MPuLjQGE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1srRnPQqqeImOodAcscfln90-XsCg02-6g5gHKDEl7rU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11R5PKRLfiHrumYNyjT2v18c5a1_-vPPR-jGF-T3EUPg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FtEWMK5fhUATLz1KmoO-75gzmsrUBRjVSc4MPuLjQGE/edit?usp=sharing


Click here to open the article below

Read this article. From a critical perspective what is useful, 
or not useful, about this resource that is describing this Black 

Lives Matter protest?

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/10/19/rowdy-crowd-confronts-la-mayor-in-town-hall-meeting/


Click here to open this tweet thread

Is citing a tweet ever appropriate?

https://twitter.com/Karnythia/status/540518048864960512?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


Click here for full post

https://urbana.org/blog/black-lives-matter-going-deeper


Click here for link

http://blacklivesmatter.tumblr.com/


Click here for full post

http://paperlesshistory.com/blog/2016/1/31/teaching-world-history-in-the-age-of-black-lives-matter


To view this doc:
https://goo.gl/2fUJJ9



3.
Authority is 

Constructed & Contextual
from the The ACRL Framework For Information 

Literacy for Higher Education



“
Experts understand the need to determine the 
validity of the information created by different 

authorities and to acknowledge biases that privilege 
some sources of authority over others, especially in 

terms of others’ worldviews, gender, sexual 
orientation, and cultural orientations.



Alternative New Media

▣ Alternative literature: “publications not part of the 
dominant culture and not sharing the perspectives 
and beliefs of that culture” (Johnson 2009)*

▣ New media: hybrid, networked, ubiquitous, and 
interactive communication systems (Lievrouw 
2011)**

▣ Alternative new media: media that use emerging 
communication technologies like social media to 
express viewpoints not found within a dominant 
culture

*Fundamentals of Collection Development and Management, ALA Editions
**Alternative and Activist New Media, Polity Press



Traditional Media

Top-Down

e.g. A TV station takes a viewpoint, sends it up through 
the hierarchy of editors and producers, and then 
broadcasts it out to a wide audience.



New Media

Point-to-Point

e.g. A blog post is published by the creator themself  and 
sent horizontally to their peers and other readers.



New Media
Use tweets/blog posts/alternative resources to fill 
in the gaps. Give voice to those whose presence or 
words aren’t privileged in academic/scholarship.



Search Strategy

Brainstorm Search Review



Citing in APA

Style Guides
▣ APA Style Guide 
▣ Purdue OWL
▣ APA Style Blog

Citation Management 
Software
Citation management 
software helps you organize 
the items that you find when 
searching in databases, and 
automates the process of 
creating your bibliography 
when you're writing.

→ CMS Resources

▣ Click here to explore 
your options (includes 
step-by-step guides) 
on the McMaster 
Library Website

▣ Short video 
introduction to Zotero

▣ Longer video tutorial 
on installing Zotero

○ You don’t have 
to use Zotero, 
there are lots of 
options!

http://library.mcmaster.ca/guides/apa-style-guide
http://library.mcmaster.ca/guides/apa-style-guide
http://library.mcmaster.ca/guides/apa-style-guide
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://blog.apastyle.org/
http://blog.apastyle.org/
http://library.mcmaster.ca/citation/management
https://www.udemy.com/how-to-manage-references-and-citations-in-zotero/
https://www.udemy.com/how-to-manage-references-and-citations-in-zotero/
https://www.udemy.com/how-to-manage-references-and-citations-in-zotero/
https://www.udemy.com/how-to-manage-references-and-citations-in-zotero/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zv-ymPeUn-M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zv-ymPeUn-M


Research Help
Request a consultation here

Review
How Library Stuff Works video & infographics

Ask
Chat with a librarian

https://library.mcmaster.ca/forms/research-consultation-request
http://library.mcmaster.ca/instructional-videos
http://library.mcmaster.ca/instructional-videos
https://server.iad.liveperson.net/hc/64904228/?cmd=file&file=visitorWantsToChat&site=64904228&SV!skill=McMaster&LEAppKey=f907f2d9acd64b7f8c00b83bed3c2822&referrer=https%3A//library.mcmaster.ca/forms/research-consultation-request&bId=33
https://server.iad.liveperson.net/hc/64904228/?cmd=file&file=visitorWantsToChat&site=64904228&SV!skill=McMaster&LEAppKey=f907f2d9acd64b7f8c00b83bed3c2822&referrer=https%3A//library.mcmaster.ca/forms/research-consultation-request&bId=33


thanks!

Any questions?
You can contact me [Elysha] here:

ardelee@mcmaster.ca



Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
▣ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
▣ Photographs by Unsplash

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/


What is expected?
You prioritize based on 
what is expected of you 
by the instructor, and 
you fit it into your own 
mandate for teaching.

If I’m expected to teach 
database use I can ask 
myself how that fits into a 
Critical IL perspective and 
let that be my jumping off 
point.

Prioritize.
Plan. What is possible?

There is not a lot of 
time. Think small, but 
expect more from 
students.

What is possible is this: 
Plan your lesson around 
CRITdocs. Choose one 
frame to focus on and dig 
into it.



The Future
▫ Make templates for 

activities based around 
different frames for 
different subject areas 
that can be altered for 
specific courses

▫ Always focus the CRITdocs 
on a relevant current event 
(e.g. Women’s March)

▫ Alter future versions by 
referring to completed docs 
and editing based on responses

https://www.womensmarch.com/


Questions?
You can also e-mail me questions, or tell 
me if you use (or create) your own 
version of CRITdocs!

ELYSHA ARDELEAN

ardelee@mcmaster.ca

...that being said, I won’t be 
responding to your e-mail until 

2018 because →



Credits
Special thanks to all the 
people who made and 
released these awesome 
resources for free:
▫ Presentation template 

by SlidesCarnival
▫ Photographs by 

Unsplash

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
http://unsplash.com/

