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THE FARM ECONatt 

Blandford ha , as tated earlier - two b ic typ of far.m 

economi s . l.e livestock farmtne is carried o in all parts of t 

township, cash crop .tarming i lar elY confined to the liibt texture 

soils . In contrast to cash crop arming., which is .fair]J' s.t dardiz d, 

livestock farmi. 1 includi o t n everal ent rprises , is hi hly 

vari ble . It would hard:l\1 be an ex eration to state that there ar 

as ~ syst as£ • 

It i po sible to c an pproximati n of the ss returns 

accruing to Bland£ or farmers annual.ly 1 using census fi&Ures for 

stockn bers and croJ: acre s d information n ver yields 

obtai in th fi ld . Such a calculation indicates that oss retlli"JlS 

ar about 2. 7 llion dollars . As there are about 180 eft cti ve f 

op rations in the tm.nship (th census lists over 200 o r t rs) the 

av ra per farm is lS,ooo. Fiv: . or nterprise occur1 

($l ,ooo,ooo) , dairyin ( oo,ooo) , tobacco ( 500,000), other cash crops 

( 2001 000) and et ( oo,ooo) . To find ho in th le is unexpected, 

as Oxford county is leadin dairyi ar in Ontario . 

To obtain a etter understandin of the farm econo a p 

showing boundaries of farm roperti s tf<1S epared using the as essment 

rolls a air phot s . (fig. I o ) Information on individual farm busines 

was obtaine through intervi ws . equently £ rs would gi data on 

th ir neighbours . The township ass ssor, who has held this office for 28 

years and visits every£ rm annuall,y and the clerk of the township 

provided ch information for all parts of the township. Dairy branc s 
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No . J. Erratic uith 
intrusive vein lying 
in a c;ravel pit . 

No . ~· Strati fication in the same unused pit . 
Gravel is of onl y fair quality. Con . III 



No . 3. Kame hills photographed from edge of gravel 
pit shown on page 9 3 There has been some 
erosion . The mediocre soil is farmed indifferently. 
The farm is held for speculation being adjacent to 
the proposed 1-Joodstock reservoir. Con . III 

No . 4. Exceptionally stony soil on another kame . 
Son. V 



:]'o . S. The slo::_Jes on this 
the steepest in i3landl'ord . 
ocnurred . 8on . VII 

:arne are c:.mong 
Some erosion 1-Jas 

No . 6 · Profile from the 
road cut shown on above 
photoc,Taph . Gravel and 
sand layers alter~ate . 
Ti l l w-as found at base 
of profi le . 

<i?S 



'ft' 

No . 7 . Jairy-~oneral 
1i ll as on ryage ~5 . 
operatj on is thrivin~ 
terrain . ~on . VII 

~arm on the same 1<:rune 
This father and son 

despite dissected 

'\Jo . 8. .• r:oneral _narn i'l t~e tobacco area . lhe 
farm is not uorked ; ntensively by its aJed ouner . 
T'1e land is potentLlly :9roducti ve . Con . II 



lJo . Cf. Idle land in the tobacco are<: . 
Canadian o mer preferred not to sell out 
tobacco r~owers . 8on . II 

N,o . lo . Chan:;in.., land use . The old bank barn 
js in disrepair . To uacco kilns on the left . The 
old '1ouse has been covered 1:1ith ne•J siding . Oats 
in forecround . Gon . VI 



No . II .. 
Land in 
bush to 
Con . V 

Sand plcin with karre hills in the back,:;round . 
the immediate fore~round has just been cleared of 
enlarge arable acrea[;e of this tobacco farm. 

No . 1~. Tobacco farm in early s ring. The bank 
barn is used for tobacco stora-e . Absence of 
livestock 3nd fences rmits use of land right up 
to the road . Con . IV 



No . ,.., , Tobacco, rye and wheat (right background) 
on the Ingersoll moraine . Fields are small and 
sandy. Due to frost damage, some tobacco had to 
be replaced. Good air drainage prevented total 
loss . Con. II . 

No . rs. Wheat harvest by custom operator. 
Small fields are inconvenient . 



Noo 16 . Tobacco farming on the level sand plain. 
Land being disked is fallow due to acreage 
restrictions. Strips of rye minimise soil 
blowing. Highway No. 401 in the background. Con. III. 

No. /7. Corn replaces rye as companion crop to 
· tobacco on sandy loam. Corn is ahead in 
development compared to corn grown on heavier soil. 
Con. VIII. 



No . /~ .Corn as cash crop . Part of a bloc of 
over 300 acres . Soils are loamy sand with 
sandy loam in depressional areas. Con . v. 

No . fq. Corn harvest in the spring. An 
exceptionally wet fall had made fields impassable. 
Silt loam in foret;round . Tobacco is grown on 
sandy soils in the background. 



No . ~D. Sows on improved pasture on loamy sand . 
Tobacco farm in the distance . Con . IV. 

Uo . JJ, . rn.ll field of man;::olds on the sand plain . 
An effort by the Danish nanager of a 550 acre hoG and 
dairy enterprise to provide variety in t.1e diet of 
his cows . hour was unavailable to keep ueeds 
down excent on a feu ro-; • ough pasture in the 
background, improved pasture on right . Con . IV . 

93 



no . 2. 2. Permane!1t -:->csture on t:1e spilluay . 
tteclaimine, for til ace vould require kvellin~:; 
u..:1d drainace t·1pr0vements . Conservati')n 
aut"ority forest on t.1e rit;ht . '.::on . V 

Uo . ~l ! section of 
;::;ravel trc....in ~"'1 t:1e spil: F::lJ. • 

:::"ar1116r 01 ned pit ex:1loi ts 
the rather s!J.alloH ;:;ravel 
( eposi ts . 'l'obacco on 1.c . 
drained loamy sand . Bush on 
poorly rained land i n 
backcroun o Con . VI 



No . ~If. The Thames spilh1ay at ~{oodstock . Vien to the North . The projected 
~'loodstock reservoir will be constructed further upstream. 

No . ~S: The 1'hames valley above the l3rge 
spillway is onl y gently incised and ,~ed 
as permanent pasture . Con . X. 

_!) 
(}1 



No. "J6. Horner Creek wit h 
intake pipe far i rri gation 
system. The creek has been 
ponded by a low temporar,y 
dam to give better depth 
of water. Con. VIII. 

No. ')7. Weed choked municipal drain needs 
cleaning. In the middle distance is a dugout 
pond used for irrigation. Ground water level 
is high on the sand plain. Con. V. 

No. ~ 8. Small natural pond on the sand plain 
with irrigation pmnp . Shore in foreground 
is sandy, but most of shore is muck. Con. VI. 



.No . J q. ~ li.lmot Greek in ear l~r summer . The 
locQtion of the old open fronted barn close 
to the 'reek is quite co·nmon . Con . XIII . 

No . 30. Hi ot Creek is dry in late srrnmer, 
except for a few Dools. Beef cattle on 
permanent pasture on tllis lesser s_;;>ilh;ay. 



No . 3J. Panora.rnic vieH to the \vest from s. hill just south of Sribht . The 
uell farmed till plain extends to the horiz.on . Bright's nev-r 3 room 
school is on the right . ::Jj stnnt c'l'oodlar1d on the left is on a toncue of 
sand plain extending from the south. 

.J) 
OCl 



No . 3:1. Village of Bri r;ht viewed 
hiJ.l from v1hich panorama on the 
uas taken. The light soils on 
this small kame support tobacco . 
being loaded 1-r.i.. th leaf . 

fr01 the same 
previous pae;e 
the flanks of 

Kilns are 

Jo . 3.3. Looking so't..."th from 
Tobacco and alfalfa on the 
landscape of spillway and 
backc;round. 

!1e same kame hill. 
slopes . Hooded 
andplain in the 



No . 31f. rn'18 'mildi..TlbS Oi t,ds c'ciry 
of :.. drur:Jli'1 trencliag soutl -east . 
t.lc Incersoll ""loraine . vc>n . I 

fu.rrn <..re sit uatcd on the crAst 
Hi~~1 .:round in t.tJ rec:r is 

Ho . 3S'. Su.me .?S above . This .:::t.nd tho f~r. 1 )~..; 1011 
'.tre fluid nri llc shi). crs . J,irs!:'.ires :raze on 
top quality .:lfal.C'a . :Sar s rre rai'1ted . 

To . 36. Outst.Jndin..; lo.rr,e cl.::.:.r:r farm on t. e till 
_)lain . T' o toTmrintl. sil0 is c''~racteristic, "s 
are t'18 E'XCcllC'1t crops. :revT b· ;:_lJ.in._,S h01 ... SP PO[;S • 



'.To . 3 7. 1. 100 c. ere dainr- ::;cneral :'ann on near 
1 ~.-vcl clay lo<:lm; la•1d is drained . •. su.cce sf1 
fattGr and son operation, exp~nded by added 
buildings . Con . :av 

TC' . 33. ':'his ~eneral ~arm :is belou averac:;e o -.::on . X:!:'I 

o . 3CJ. The larGe 1- sha_ ed barn belonGs to a 
100 o.cre dairy-c;cner~l farm on ~Iit_;hway Jo . 97 • 
.:Jnn1<s of Eorner Cree< in :'oreground have been 
protected uith stones . ...!on . XI 

lot 



No . 4-0. Loam and silt loam col"'lple:x . Drumlin-like ridbes trend north- <·mst . rrass , 
oats ::.nd corn for silcc;e :1re , ru>m on this dairy- ;:;eneral farm . The la~,J in the 

oreground J1as been under ,rass too long to be highly :!)roductive , but is conveniently 
located relative to the b~rn across tlle road 0'1 the left . The covJ"S are ;:;ettin 
supplementary fodder . Traffic on tr e paved road is a hazard to livestock . Close-
up of buildinGs on follmvinc pa_:-e . Con . VIII 

-
0 
rJ 



(n~"' . 4'2 ) of far' shmm 
he 19t~ cent -ry. "' s. K' l 

~ro . 4-:l. The 1assive tone •;alls of the 11ell 1 ~ • t 
1ouse provide cool comfort in summer . Con . VIII 

No . 43. The 1.a1s1 ap~d fie u ton s in t\1e "!C.oonry ccntrast 
uith t~e larl;e, slcilft..ll:r squared stones of t:1e :1cu.se 
above . Con . II 

I o:, 



1 o . +4. Imperfect drainage . L rare e:~a. 'PlG of 
a r'lepressi0 1al area on <::.r<::. Jle la'1d H:1ich r as 
not ~een rained . ~on . X:II 

No . <TS. Tile r'lrains ha e j L1St bee'1 ~ mta . Gd on 
- o:rrra poorl:r 4rc::.ined l;:.·1d h, 6,...e only <::. very }atch:,r 
~ta!ld o .... c:.l:c::lfa ur"ived , Cl.'1trc.stino ui th the 
c;ood stand in he fore ~-row1d . ron . '\I 



No . 46 . . Peforest.s.tion uith 7:line see lin~;s , adjacent 
to m.r:;hway '~~To . )JOl . Fill for the hi:h1-my had been 
removed fro n here, hence the sterile a:;_:ncarcl~Ce of 
the soil. Con. III 

~!o . ~ 7. ::teforestntion on 
s<ndy oil . One of i'vur 
.... reas ·-,.::na._;ed by V1e 
De"!_)artnent of Lands c::.nd 
~crests . Son . V 

No.4- 8. 'rh5 s far ·1 on sandy oil 1-J.<:s bee 1 ,j ven o er to :.-eforc:::tation. 8on. ~·=II 



To . 4q_ ?orest ed ·e cleared for tillage . Land to 
·be tile drained before croppinl,• Harduood logs 
destined for sawmill. Con . XIII 

rro . SO. 3mv-·rl.ll close to 
·rrom several tcnmships . 
red oal<, cherry, elm .:.re 
into lumber for eA~ort . 

Hi huay lTo . 2 draus lu0 S 

La;>le , ul.ite ash , , ,ass '.mod , 
anon"" the harduoods sa~m 



1ro. 51 Small cotta,_;c 
on a 50 "ere h0lJ.inr:;. 
Sandy soils n.l'f· not fc.rT'l~..:d. 
Dlmer works in 'loock+ock. 
Con . II 

I o . 5'~. Homestead of 200 acre farm . Bed and 
I ogs but no dairy cm-rs . Fe't·J' farm structures . 
Olmer commutes to Hoodstock. :::on . JII 

·•r . 53. Small, neat reside 1cc on tmmsl.C..p road 
just outside Joodstoct~ . :::o··UlUltcr . Son. I 



No . 54. ~Jell equipped r1achine shop on HighHay no . 
2 serves a large area . Photo6raphed in 1963. 

No . SS. Hi£;hHa.f No . l!Ol cuts a Hide svJ.J.th through 
Blandford . 2:'1 :;ersoll rn.orc.ine on the right , sand 
plain on the left . 

No . S6. The only oil uell in Blandford is hidden on 
scrub land on the sand plaj n . Producing 6-3 barrels 
rlaily , it is an outlier of a small oilfield south­
west of the to;mship . Petrol eum beint, of minor 
importance locally, it is not discussed in the text . 

llJ8 




