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INTRODUCTION

Blandford, one of the smaller of Oxford county's townships, has a
central location in Southern Ontario , being about equidistant from the
three Creat Lakes. From the oubtskirts of the impertant city of Weodstock
and based on Highway 2 it extends as a narrow strip northwards for a
dozen miles to the county boundary, While the south is crossed by the
major routes of Ontarie, the north is a relatively rural area in the
centre of a triangle formed by Kitchener, Stratfard and Woodsteck.
Being almost entirely without urban settlements - only the one small
village of Bright straddles its eastern boundary = Blandford is wholly
dominated by agriculture. This small agricultural township, is,
however, far from uniform exhibiting a variety of landforms, land use
and landscape, and is in the transition sone between significant
divisions of nmatural vegetation and climate. A traverse starting in
the southwest readily reveals the general pattern. (Fig. ! &2)

A fringe of scattered miscellaneous urban development reaches
out from Woodstock along the well travelled Highway 2, thinning te the
Eagt, though much of the highway frontage is still occupied by farm-
lands and fields. A few residences do occur in the first two concessions.
In the southwest portion of Blandfard the terrain is mostly rolling.
The crests of broad drumling limit the views Practically all land is
devoted to the growing of livestock feed - small grains, grass, corn.
While there is a general uniformity of cropping systems, there is a
considerable variety in the appearance and size of farms. Large, welle



kept livestock farms alternate with others which obviously provide only
modest suppert to their owners. There are a few empty barns or houses
as well as some idle lands.

Mmmmmummupmm
becomes flatter and the gravel reads plunge into forest which eccupies
large areas of poorly drained land, Seoils here are sandy,and irregular
shaped clearings with better drainage are frequently eccupied by tebacce
farmers whose names on the mailboxes almost invariably denote &
continental European extraction, frequently Hungarian. Besides them
are mixed livestock arms of varying character. Some look as prosperous
as those on the heavier soils, while others give the impression of having
seen better days, with old large houses nestling among overgrown gardens.
A few are small holdings whose owners are absent during the day. The
sandy soils, which also extend over some kame hills and moraines to the
south-cast, support & wider range of crops than do the heavier soils.
Conspicuous are large acreages of grain corn, often associated with
tobacco though the crop most commonly grown with tobacce is rye, somee
times replaced by wheat or oats. About a mile south of Bright and No.
97 Highway this forest enclosed landscape of glacial spillway and sand
plains ends abruptly.

The whole northern part of Blandford is an open till plain,
gently undulating to almost flat in the north. From a hill just south
of Bright a fine unobstructed view to the northewest is obtained. The
gleaming steel roofs of big barns are distributed evenly to the horiszon.
Except for a few small woodlots remaining in the centre of some



concession blocks, all the land is agriculturally preductive and
devoted mostly to the growing of livestock feed. The general uniformity
is striking, Few furms can be described as showplaces and a few are
poor but the vast majority are sound and plain units competently
operated to provide & living., Buildings are rarely new - adaptions teo
modern needs are more evident in the appearance of the traditional bank
barns and associated structures than in that of the large 19th century
farm homes, This nerthern section of Blandford gives a streng impression
of stability of soeisl and agricultural structure, Stability certainly
does not mean stagnation or backwardness, nor does it exclude
progressiveness, Striking too is the complete absence of any features
in the landscape whioh might indicate pemetration by city influence.
This area appears purely rural.

A quick traverse from south to north thus reveals three easily
distinguishable regions. Two are devoted to general or livestock
farming; in the south-west a gently rolling landscape shows a
heterogenous pattern of occupancy and city influencey in the north
the landscape is open, more level, purely rural and uniform. The
centre, relatively well wooded, has sandy soils and concentrates on
cash crops.

The major objective of the following study is to probe beneath
the surface and gain an understanding of the structure of the tomn-
ship's rural economy, of the way the parts are related to each other
and to the whole as well as to the areas beyond the township. An
attempt will be made to assess the relative importance of causative



factors of location, physical environment, histery, social and economic

conditieons in shaping present eccupancy patterns, It will be necessary
to present a description of the tounship in some detail.
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PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

Bedrock
Blandford is underlain by paleezeic sedimentary recks. (fig. 3 )
These dip gently to the southewest with successively younger strata ferming
the bedrock surface. The thickness of sedimentary recks is approximately
2700 feet at Woodstock. They rest on the precambrian recks of the continental
nucleus, There are no outeropsj the whole area is covered by glacial drift.
Bedrock has undergone some warping, especially during the paleezoic
and forms part of two geological structures. One is the Michigan basin towards
whose centre the strata are dipping. The second is the Findlay Arch, As the
backbone of Peninsula Ontario it determines general elevations above sea level.
Blandford is lecated on the southeeastern flank of this broad anticline.
Three sedimentary formations are represented on the bedrock surface,
in Blandford, In the west are the Devonian recks of the Beis Blane Formation,
compogsed of limestone, dolemite, cherts and sandstons. This formation rests
discomformingly on the Silurian rocks of the Bass Island Formation which
underlies a two mile wide belt extending north to south, It generally consists
of cream ar buff delemite. This rests conformingly on the Salina Formation
which fwrms the bedrock swrface in the south-east part of the township. This
formation consists of buff to brown dolomite and limestone, grey dolemitic
shale and various evaporites. |
The bedrock surface slopes gently in a general southesasterly direction.
The only major relief foature is located in the southern part of Blandford
shere a steep sided, gravel filled, buried valley is an excellent
groundwater source.
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Physiography

The thickness of the glacial drift covering Blandford varies.
In the valley of the Thames river there is only a very shallow
covering. Depth of drift increases towards the east to as much as
200 feet in seme pleces thereby masking the easterly slope of the bed-
rﬁkum,»w&mu‘mham-mnm-hpo.

Blandford is part of an area of higher ground in Peninsular
Ontario which was uncovered early during the recession of the
Wisconsin glacier as the Huren-(eorgian bay lobes separated from the
Ontario-Erie lobes. Drainage was to the south-west through the
Thames spillway. The area lies at an elevation above that of lake
Maumee, the highest of the major glacial lakes. There were considerable
oscillations of the ice fronts. Those of the southern lobes were
locally mest important while the northern lobe had retreated sufficiently
far so that a major readvance did not reach Blandford. The resulting
land forms have both variety and complexity. (fig. 4 )

Trending diagonally acress the southe-eastern corner of the township
is part of the Ingersoll moraine, the first of the recessional moraines
left by the Ontarie~Erie lobes. It is a discontinuous ridge standing
about fifty feet above the surrounding area. Approached from the south
its gentle slope and flat, extensive sumit areas mask its nature,
The north slope is quite steep and broken. Some isolated low spots
occﬁ-:lntbcmaim. The pebbly boulder free till is exposed in a
few road cuts.

In the very south-east corner of Blandford is a lower morainiec
ridge. Between it and the main body of the Ingersoll moraine is a
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belt of low lying ground, much of it inadequately drained and cevered
with woodland,

The whole area, including the moraine summits, is covered by a
layer of sand of varying thicknesses, thinning out towards the south,
The origin of this sand cover is not obvious. A temporary pending may
mobumpwhmwwmmrcmw:udu
of the moraine. More likely the sand is wind deposited. Some aeclian
features do seem to occur in the large area of spillway and sandplain to
the north. The sand is cearser here than on the spillway with
particularly deep patches of sand occuring on the north-west flanks of
the moraine. |

Soils vary with the depth of sand cover, nature of underlying
material, slope and drainage. Relatively shallow sand over clay till
occurs along No., 2 highway in the south; such soils present internal
drainage problems where the clay surface is nearly level, otherwise
wmqunpm\uunmumuniamuumb‘n.
West of Eastwood the sand cover ends and clay loams predominate.

mmﬁm&nomdmmumﬂdamﬂ
t:ulplnnsumundingm. The drumlins trend in a north-west
to south-east direction, They have wide with gentle slopes, in places
merging into each other or else leaving room for less well drained
depressions., Their height is about 50 fu‘t. Steeper slopes and some
amuu@mua;mmmnmmmmtm
below the upland surface here.  The gently rolling, generally well-
Mmmatmmndthomnnrmofmk
at the expense of seme good farm land. The productive soils are
pebbly to stony loams derived frem till.




A large area of spillway, sand plain and some kames (to use
Dr. Putnam's mumug)"mmum central part of Blandford.
This low lying area connects the watersheds of the Thames and Grand
rivers, It formed part of a great spillway system in fromt of the
Ingersoll moraine., The deep wide valley occupied by the misfit
m.um@ﬁomnmmsmmm.

mounmnmmmmw-upmmpmnm
spillway is not obvious in the field, Much of the deep sand deposits
of this area are eoverlain by shallow gravel depesits, themselves
covered by sandy deposits. They include part of the area designated

as sand plain, These segments of a gravel train are generally oblong,

anmmmm«d‘nnmnum«wwmg
extent. They stand slightly above the general level of their
surroundings. Depending on their extent they provide areas of well-
drained agriculturel land. Or they may be quite small making the
surface rough and therefore difficult to reclaim for cultivation.
Sandy aress without such gravel overlay depend on drainage
conditions for their utility., As this whole area is quite flat and
MN,MQMQMQWGMMMM.
There is a large inadequately drained bleck of land in the centre,
mehotitomlhyaonb,ndhndorpewp-nm.
Mmuotmku_nnuahpdl;SuSOumm
size, dot the plain., Some of the ponds are shallow depressions
below the high groundwater level: one of them is in the process of
being filled by vogetation. Greater depth « 75 feet in one case =



indicates that some ponds originated as kettles. located on the west
side of two ponds pine-covered sandy ridges were noted. They may
represent ancient dunes.

Rising aboul; 50 feet above the surrounding plain are three hill
masses designated asi kames on Putnam's map. One (Lot 1l Con.III) has
an unused gravel pit and the irregularly rolling tepography associated
with kames, The largest straddles Concession VII. The upland surface
has some fairly extensive, quite level areas of goed farmland. A central
depressien is occupied by muck and a pond, A profile dug inte the road
bank close to the sumit revealed pebbly elay leam till below four feet
of alternating sand and gravel strata. This seems to make the designation
of this hill mass as a kame somewhat doubtful,

The sandy lcams of this area of glacie-fluvial deposits are
rather variable with regard teo profile development and depth to the
calcareous parent material, They differ from similar soils elsewhere
by having a rather high admixture of loam, They are therefore
capable of growing general farm crops as well as finer textured soils,
drainage permitting. :

The whole northern part of the townships consists of a till
plain whose open landscape contrasts sharply with the more wooded
area of glacio-fluvial features just described. Rising gently northwards
to an elevation of about 1100 feet the landscape becomes more subdued.
Incal relief changes from gently relling to near level so that the
more northern parts save imperfect natural drainage.

None of the streams crossing the till plain in a general southe



westerly direction have been designated as spillways en Putnam's map.
Certain sections do appear to have served as melt water chamnels, such
as the fairly wide valley of Wilmot creek in the northeeast corner of
Blandford adjacent to which are several gravel deposits. The southe
western part of this till plain adjacent to the Thames river has rather
more local relief with some drumlin-like gently rounded ridges.
Soil textures range from loams to clay loams, Iluch of the

$111 plain seems to have been reworked by water, Pockets of silt are
commen throughout and are generally free of stones or pebbles,

Drainage
Blandford is located on the divide between the drainage basins

of the Thames and (rand rivers. The meandering streams crossing the
northern till plain « Hemer and Wilmot Creek and their tributaries -
drain towsrds the Crand river, The divide becomes somewhat indefinite
on the pondestudded sand plain with some small areas of internal
drainage.

Natural dreinage conditions have been modified by a system
of about 90 municipal drains., (figs5 ) The first of these was
registered in 1893, though tile drainage was wide spread before then.
By the 1920's most of the towmship had been covered. The system
suffered some neglect during the depression, but since 19.5 there have
been widespread improvements, and additions. 48 a result there are
now very few areas of crop land whose drainage condition can be classed
as imperfect or poer. The term lmperfect describes land which has

14
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small depressional areas dispersed in otherwise quite well drained land,
Such wet areas are commonly spot drained by single tile drains. Dlest
under drainage is of this natuwre., Tile systems giving complete coverage
are less frequent.

The maintenance of open ditches is particularly difficult in the
sandy areas. Oradients are minimal, flow sluggish and ditches easily
blecked by the coarse material from unstable cellapsing banks. Ditches
can - and have been « lost. They require frequent attention. Tobacce
faming has encouraged better maintenance,

&mmmmmwmmzmwm
and those of glacie fluvial depositsy this holds true for both ground
and surface water,

In the ti11 areas shallow wells tap lenses of coarse material
interbedded with the till. These wells tend to be inadequate during
droughts. Better water supplies are reached at the bedrock surface
by drilled wells. This water is frequently under artesian pressure
rising te within 20' or 30' of the surface. The best ground water
supply comes from the gravel infilling of a buried valley in the
southern part of the township. About 70 well records are on file
at the Ground water branch of the Ontarie Water Resources Commission,
The records describe strata encountered in drilling, but are not too
reliable, FRecords of wells drilled inte the same dug well may differ
greatly, hence their usefulness in deciphering glacial history is
Limited,

On the sand plain well points driven 10 feet into the ground



reach unlimited water. Dugouts reaching below the high groundwater
level supply irrigstion water. Heavy pumping failed to lower the

water level of natural ponds appreciably. This watershed is an
excellent ground water starage area. For this reasen streams or
ditches issuing from it never rumn dry.

The streams on the t111 plain have more variable flow and during
a serious drought can dry up entirely, leaving only & few pools of
standing water. Such was the case during the dry autum of 1963, This
is a matter of convern, as the streams provide water to livestock on the
permanent pastures accompanying their courses. Often barns were
located right alongside these streams, before complete forest removal
had made their flow unreliable.

climte

To obtain a picture of local ciimatie conditions, meteorclogical
data for Stratfard, Kitchener, Woodstock and Paris have been tabulated.
Blandford is located within the quadrangle formed by these stations,
mwmmemuwummwm:m
in elevation only a little over 100 feet, hence little clinmatic
differences can be axpected. Only for two factars are they still
significant - snowfall and frost free season. (Fig. &)

Mean annual snowfall declines sharply to the southecast from
Stratford which is in the snowbelt of the western uplands east of Lake
Huron, . Snowfall in the tounship varies from sbout 70" in the northewest
to 55" in the southeeast. Average sumer rainfall is about uniform



CLIMATIC

g FSW ALk Y ¥ - W
Kitchener temp. 21 21 30 L2 Sh 64 69 67 60 LB 36 25 IS
IO ptel2.73 2.1h 2,15 2,56 2.7h 2,80 3.02 2,39 2.9k 2.42 2,72 2,58 31.19

Paris W23"131hk5665716861h937 L6
T B8RO pte. 2.92 2.k9 2,62 2,73 3.20 3.2, 2,88 3,18 2,8} 2.8k 2.92 2.59 3LlS

Stratford temp. 21 20 29 L2 Sk 64 69 67 61 B8 36 3B LS
TTIITT pte. 3.20 2.65 2.93 2,67 3.08 3.17 3.36 3.0k 3.31 3.29 3.59 3.h2 37.71

Woodstock temp, 20 20 28 L2 5S4 63 68 65 59 L7 3B 25 Lk
ST ptee 2,67 2,16 2,38 2.0 2,85 3.08 3.09 2,79 2.98 2,81 2.88 2.5k 32.63

Kitchener Paris Stratford Woodstock
Average no. of frost free days 139 13 137 515

Average last frost on May 15 May 1l May 16 May 1

Average earliest frost on Oct 1 Oct Lk Sep 30 Oct 2

10% chance of irost on or before May 29 May 27 Junl  May 28

10% » "on " ® after Sep 17 Sep 17 Sep 1y Sep 15

Average summer rainfall §.21 9.30 9.57 8.96
(June to August)

Average snowfall 57.2 197 89.3 5846

Source: Climatic Summaries, Vel., I and III
Meteorological division, Dept. of Transport 1956

Fig .6
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throughout with 9%,

Mean monthly temperatures vary by less than 1°F between north
and south, The celdest wonth seems to be February, The average length
of the frost free season increases from 139 in the extreme north te 1l
or 142 days in the southeeast. One yedr in four the frost free season
is likely to be about two weeks shorter, alse with a local difference of
2«3 days.

Dnrinzlﬂnlmﬂnuilwlulﬁmdﬂﬁdt. A
detalled study of the factors ianvelved is published in the 1962 whiteman
Creek Conservation report which covers most of Blandford. A deficit
of 3" or less requires no irrigation provided the rainfall is reasonably
well distributed and is likely to occur in one year in seven, A deficit
of 8" ar more occurs only one year in twenty, Two years in three the
deficit lies between 3" and 7". This dudy was prepared with tobacco in
mind, which is the only irrigated crop in the aves. The caloulatiens
were based on Thornthwaite's method and assumed a molsture capacity of
one inch for the tep foet of soil. nm-w‘mhmmut
heavier textured than is coumon for the watershed, this value nay be
somewhat low hence the sumer deficit may be less than quoted.

Lecal varistions in climate are of miner impertance for
agriculture compared to soil variations, Sandy seils may be as much as
two weeks earlier in the spring than clay loams.

‘Significant elimatic facters affecting agriculture are summed
up on a map of clinatic zones prepared by the Ontarie Department of
Agriculture. These are based on the number of "heat units" available between
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the average planting date and the first killing frost. Heat units are
arbitrary values bused en the relationship between corn development
(primarily) and tenpersture. Caleulations are based on a temperabure
abeve 50°F in day time - with a discount for temperatures abeve the
optimmum 86%F - and LO°F at night. (Fig.1)

Blandford straddles the boundary between gene 3 and L, only
a small number of carly grain corn hybrids are available for zome L.
mwmmuﬂnmwmm‘mmmm
economic limit of corn as cash crep. The other cemmon field creps
have much less exacting climatic requirements,

Mu-dnaun
Blandford lies within the Huren sectien of the Creat lakese St.

lawrence forest ngﬂ.tn.s' The climax forest type on the best soils

is a hardwood forest dominantly sugar maple and beech together with a
number of other hardwoeds snd some conifers. The south of Blandferd
lies in a transition zone %o the Niagara section of the deciduous
forest region. Tie prineipal hardwoods here teo are beech and sugar
maple and the section is characterized by the admixture of many southern
tree species.

Blandford at the time of settlement was entirely covered by
forest, mainly hardwoods., Of special interest were good pine stands
on the lighter and well-drained seils in the south. In 1850 when
little of the forest had yet been cleared, the forest was described
-.’Mmdhmﬂp&m."t'mlﬁbémt:pmdm
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timber being principally pine. Pine was certainly important., A
few small areas with scattered ocaks were more open. ,

Most of the original forest cover has been removed, The lof
of Blandfard which is forested is only to a limlted extent representative
of the original cover. In many cases composition has been altered
wmj.nhgm. The big pines have all gene and much beech
has been removed, Where areas were clean cut serub or new pioneer
type treecover developed.

Remnants of the climax type occupy about 208 of forest land,
In parts the stands approach pure sugar maple, Associated species are
red maple, white oalt, hemlock, white elm, shagbark hickory, black
cherry, yellow birch, basswoed and white ash. |

Wetland hardwoods are the most widespread ferest cover in Blandford
eccupying 32%. Mnrilpl-,ﬂl“oh,rd-ﬂ-.mmmtb
mmm,ummnmmm,nmm,
vhite cedar, tamarack, red elm, cottonwoed, white red and green ash,
bur oak and butternvt hickory, Some of the farest contains a large
enough admixture of conifers (ever 20%) to be clagsed as mixed forest.

About 157 are occupied by aspen wnich may be associated with
some hardwood or conifers. Aspen is a pioneer species on clean cut or
abandoned land, White cedar is the typical species on about (f.
MMmeiuauMuck,ﬂﬂhp&m,W,yﬂthpnm
birch, black ash and red maple, It ccours mestly on muck seils,
rarely on drier sites. |




Seme 22% of land classed as forest land is scrubland, mestly
wet scrub of willows, degwood and alder, Dry scrub contains hawthern,
apple and sumachj it covers neglected pasture land seme of it tee rough
to be arable. The remaining 5% are occupied by varieus types each
represented by a few acres only.

Classification

According to the seil survey of Oxford county about 30 distinet
soil types are found in Blandford, Soils are classified into types
genetically according to parent material, drainage and texture., Further
subdivision inte phases may take account of special conditions of slope
and stoniness, For the pwpose of understanding seil and crop
relationships, the system is unnecessarily complex, Accerding te the
survey, seome soils are identical with regards te agricultural use,

The classification cisregards medifications due to man. Soils are mapped
as imperfectly drained generations after they have been tile drained,
rmu,mmmg,mmuamarm‘hmm
soil prefiles evelved under forest, so that the profiles described in
the survey can only be found in out of the way places, (Fia.7)

Texture, drainage and slopes are the factors most relevant te
land vse. Texture is closely related to parent material, FExecept
possibly in the case of composite soils derived from two differvent
types of parent material, parent material need not be considered
separately. Textwe is also related, though to a lesser degree, with

22



slope. Clay loams have gentle slopes unless incised by streams.

loams tend to be gently relling., Steeper slopes are associated with

Bame depesits, which are covered generally by coarser soils. Areas

with slopes steep ¢nough to affect land use are very small in Blandford.

As drainage conditions are largely controlled on arable seils
they cease to be an important facter in determining land use, though
the differentiation between arable and non-arable is primarily ene
of drainage conditiens,

Texture rerains the most important facter determining land
use, Here the basic divigion is between sandy seils and loams or
heavier soils, The differences between loans and fine textured clay
loams is much less important than farmerly. With modern equipment
heavy seils can be tilled quickly at the critical stage of meisture
conditiens, thereby overcoming a major handicap attached to these
seils, The conmon field crops grown in Blandford respond equally
well to loan and clay loams. Specialty creps suited to such soils
which might be more sensitive to gpecific soil conditiens are absent.

For the practical farmer the genetic classificatien is
inadequate. Variable soll conditions within the same field are due
to a combination of original conditions and the results of use.
Selution of problems has to be based on precise description of the soil
as it exists in the field., Throughout this thesis a purely descriptive
terminology when writing of soils has been preferred to the genetic
terminology of the soil swvey.

23
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HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENT

The history of Blandford as far as it is relevant teo present
society and economy may be said to have begun in the early 1790's.

In 1792 a large part of Ontario as far west as the Thames river, which
forms the western boundary of Blandford, was swwrendred by the Mississauga
Indians. They were a nomadic people, some of whom seem to have remained
as hunters tcg the shite pcpuhﬁon.s' Traces of earlier Indian occupancy
in Blandford seem ccnfined to well-drained sand and ence pine-covered
areas, where numerevs campsites have been located.

In 1792-3 a military read was constructed westwards from the head
of Lake Ontarie. In @xford county Ne. 2 Highway follows the same route.
Atmmuummna@mummnwmmumm
were taken in hand., Vhile Oxferd county did not adopt its present form
for some 30 years, the boundaries of Blandford tewnship have remained
unaltered except for lands which now are part of Woodsteck. In oxder
to encourage settlement along the new road the usual pattern of laying
out crown and clergy reserves was not followed adjacent to the roadj
they were confined to blecs te the rear of the township. Blandford
appears to have been free otr«m.&

For the following 25 years settlement grew very slowly in
Oxford, only gathering meomentum with return of stable pelitical
conditions after the 1812 war., Froem 1820 to 1830 the population more
than doubled (from 1522 te 368L) and during the decade most of the
townships of Oxford were established as functiening political units.
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Blandford's progress however lagged behind its neighbours -
until 1836 it was attached to Oxferd East towmship. In that year
the first township meeting was held., There is ne infermation as te
when the township's population had passed the required 30 resident
householders. In 1846 the population was only 327 while each of the
townships around it had three to eight times as many. The first lots
were not granted until 1828 nor the first lots sold until 1632.°

Blandferd was on the fringe of several areas of earlier
settlement. To the northecast were Cerman settlers and the lands of
the Cangda Company opened by the Huren road. To the southeeast
mwumm;wmgmmm.a)um
(e, 53) creating tnidutMHMﬂl@&m Blenhein.
mthcm-nn,mhorntwtmnﬂnmm
just below Weodstock. AR ,

mmmgmunt&ynuwokphuman-
south side at first, haﬂ.ngﬁhmtéﬁdqniuw. From the Thames
nmyﬂthmtadmm@mmmt“ottmm
Mmmm«umintonw,mmmlymmn
mruattrwunmmm&m The large sections of peerly
mmmm-mmun;nam-.m.

mmmm'-mmwsguttmmm-md
directions and the township was occupled. The northewest received
uﬂmunfmm&mmth;uumm. Seottish
immigrants formed the major element in the northern half of Blandferds
they either pushed nerth from No. 2 Highway or westwards from Blenheim,
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and the Nith river. In the south many settlers were of English eor
American erigin., ‘The population of Blandford more than trebled
during the 1840's reaching 1356 in 1851,

A result of this belated development was that Blandferd
developed no urban centres of its oun, There was ne core area and
the diversity of pepulation made social cohesion more difficult.
These conditions affect the tounship even at the present. The
presence of a large bleoc of wet sandy land in the centre also
contributed to this.

One third of the land had been cleared by 1851. This was less
than in any adjoining township. Settlement was still relatively
sparse. Ploneer type agriculture was giving way to a more balanced
nmm,wmatmnmw.‘g'mmhuu
of the Oreat Western railway in 1953, the improvement of No. 2 Highway,
ushered in a perioed of intense economic activity affecting first the
south and gradually the whole township,.

The two decades following 1850 wrought great changes., lew
settlers included some people frem Ireland, By 1871 3/h of the town-
ship was cleared and the populatien had risem te 2000, Wheat had
ceased to be the deminant income earner yielding to the quickly
developing dairy industry. This period saw the growth of commercial
lumbering. In 1551 ene small sawmill on Horner's creek in the north
supplied local needls, Iater a spur line with weeden rails was driven
nerthwards from Eastwood to expleit stands of pine and hardwoods.
Eastwood became an impertant lumber and woodworking centre with a very
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large stave and barrel factery and a carriage factory. In the 1860's
the Grand Trunk railread (C.N.R.) built acress the northern part,
followed shortly after by the Credit Valley railway (C.P.R.) acress
the cemtre, lNew small villages developed, On the Thames, Innerkip
became and has remained important, though it is now entirely outside
Blandferd., Bright grew in impertance with the railread, Other
centres have since decayed. The cress roads village of Ratho laid
out a new village along the railway close by, but only a flag station
developed., ILittle remains of Ratho teday but a chureh and a few houses,
among them the most delapilated to be found in the tewnship.

Towards the end of this peried features which characterize the
present landscape begin to emerge. The first field stone houses were
built with erratics cleared from the land, Under the guidance of a
highly skilled masen from Britain some beautiful residences were crected.
Other houses were built with bricks msnufactured near Weodstock, and

frame and stucce construction was alse common,. nnﬁutbunk'hmmu.

Field boundaries began to crystallize as fences were built to confine the
growing number of 1ivestock,

The latter part of the century saw the full development of a rural
econony based on horse and steam power, leocal service centres were at
thelr, poak with pepulstiens of aboub 100 each. Sems lesser cextres 1ike
mmummu&.mmmm.m:mw
Blandford station heve since disappeared. Of Chesterfield, the first
Post Office (1850) and the oldest centre in the north, located where
settlers entered from the east, only the church remains. The township's
population remained at just over 2000 declining towards the end of the
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century as better farm machinery reduced the need for labour. Iumbering
faded out as woodland was further reduced to less than 10f of tetal area.

The farm practices evolved during this peried remained basically
unchanged until the second Verld War, though greater stress was laid
on conservation practices and grasslands. The major changes eccuwrring
after 1900 were the gradual replacement of horses on roads and fields
and rwral elsctrification, Populatien continued to decline until the
secend World War in spite of the intreductien of a new element inte the
population with tobacece growing.

After the war pepulation increased again despite several
annexatiens by the city of Woodsteck. The nonefarm pepulation increased
in the viecinity of the city and along Ne. 2 Highway. Immigrants from
the continent of Europe became a significant part of the pepulation en
the sandy areas.

Sesisl Geography

The compesition and character of present society strongly reflects
the history of the tewnship, Ethmicity, religien, veting pattern,
provision of education, politieal organization will be dealt with,
They are of interest in themselves and may pessibly be related to
other aspects of the township's geography, particularly the rural economy
which is the major topic of the study, hence they deserve some
congideration.

The great majority of the pepulation is of British origin.
The census does not distinguish between direct immigrants and those
who came from the United States, The Fnglish are the largest group




now, more than twice people of Scettish erigin, though these in 1571
were almost equal to the English, mmmmmu
in the north. English are distributed throughout, with a concentration
in the south and seuthewest. British people make uwp 75% of the
population,

Most German pesple derive from plomeer stock reinforced by a
few recent German imgrants. They are concentrated in the north-west,
constituting about 13% of the population. mmmmw
are Hungariansj the rest includes Ukrainians, Poles, Lithuanians,
Dutch and Belgians, lMost are tobacco farmers; some are scattered
on general farms.

Pattern of chwrch membership is related to ecthnic origin. In
1881 Presbyterians were the largest group followed by Methedists and
Anglicens. later the United Church took over leading place, absorbing
the Methodists and over half of the other twe. A strong
memmmmmmmm.
There are only three places of worship in the towmship, all in the
nerthg mumwmwchw (mmmainmu)mm
is Presbyterian (Rathe). An impertant Presbyterian Chwrch is alse
located in Innerkip. People in the seuth have to attend church
outside the township, Membership of the Roman Catholie church was
lof of the population in 1951, it probably is slightly higher now.
About 2/3 of Hungarisns and the other people from the continent of
Europe are Catholic. In the tebacco areas Catholics make up one half
of the population, Over 100 Lutherans and Menncnites are
mmutunmn.:
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In view of the diverse cultural background of the people it is
not surprising to find that there is no unified adwinistration of schools.
There are eight school areas, four of which are shared with neighbouring
tomships. There in & modein three room school in Bright, the others
are wellebuilt and wnll-kept one or two reom schools not older than L0
years, The tewnship takes pride in the quality of its sheols, which
are attended alse by Roman Catholic children, the parents being unwilling
to bear the cost of Uranspartation to Woodstock.

Voting at provincial and federal elections shows a strong
regional pattern (fiz. 38 ) The north, especially the northewest, is
Liberaly the centre and the southeeast generally, though not over-
vhelmingly, vote Conservative. The southewest is very stroengly
Conservative and here alse the two miner parties have their strongest
representation, Cloarly here suburban influence is felt. The Liberal
strength in the nerta is more difficult to explain, One suggestion is
that Scottish Presbyterians tend to vote Iiberal, For a betier under-
standing voting habits over a larger area need te be studied., In this
ares Iiberalism is tae older tradition; its retemtion accords with the
general impression of stavility and unchangeableness.

The choice of members for township council shows a local awareness
of the cultural and economic pattern and is done with the care generally
assoedated with the selection of members of the federal cabinet. All
five members are important farmers. Twe are from the south, one a
fluid milk shipper and the other a large general farmer, The third is
a Catholic Hungarian farmer. The two members from the north are
general farmersj one is a German,
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Such careful representation is necessary in a township which
has practically no social cohesion. A heterogenous population, an
aukwardly shaped territery, accentuated by diverse physiography, and
the lack of a cere are contyributing facters. Blandferd has ne
cemmunity hall, no publiec buildings, not even a pest office, The towne
luphw‘ﬁdnlh‘ﬁwnﬁwmmww
services, While this condition is probably not unique, it is
particularly notable heree
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AGRICULTURAL IAND USE

This chapter deals with agricultural land use in & narrow sense.
The ecology of individual crops is discussed, cspecially soil and crop
relationships and atiending technical problems. Crop distribution and
some of the changes wvhich have occurred over the years are also
considered,

After a recornaissance traverse, land use was investigated.
Midesumer was chosen as a time when different small grains can eagily be
distinguished from a distances (fige 8 ) Mapping could generally be
done from the road though occasionally forays into the concession blocs
had to be made. Iocation was aided by aerial photographs (2 miles to the
inch), but the different perspective made identification of fields some-
times difficult as did the changes in field boundaries which had occurred
in the nine years since the photographs were taken, especially in the cash
crop arcas whete there are few fences. For a few areas difficult of
access, land use was deduced from the photographs and general imowledge
of local conditionse On the base ifap of land use arable lands forming
part of a crop rotation are designated with letter symbolsy all others
with line symbols.

Grass: The term 1s used in the agricultural sense and includes
legumes, Only two categories were recogniseds permanent and rotational,
It is of course possible to distinguish between hay and rotational pasture,
but this would mean littles a hayfield in June is quite likely %o be
pasture in August, The crop is the same, only the method of harvesting
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differs. The two categories only represent a difference in intensity
of land use.

Permanent grass is mainly located along streams and on poorly
drained or rough ground, A few potentially arable properties under
permanent grass are not occupied by their operators and are used for
Mmsmhutmwtwmmﬂiuw. The problem
of improving pastures on deforested and poorly drained parts of the
sand plain is tackled energetically by at least one large livesteck
operator, The humocky land is levelled by earthmoving equipment and
serub removed at a cost of about $30, per acre,then either seeded or
left to natural grasses which may prove superier. It was found that
correct management and regular fertilizing could turn even an area of
twiteh grass into geod pasture. These pastures are not as productive
as grass on better lands, primarily because the most productive pasture
plants like brome grass and alfalfa are unsuited. Hay yields are 60%
of those obtainable on better soils,

Rotational grass occuples st least 25% of all lands in Blandford
- more than any other crop. The total area under grass is about 32%
but as census figures do not distinguish between permanent and rotational
pasture an estimated proportion of total pasture (17f) has been added to
thﬁinutduh&y.

Rotational ;rass in many instances accounts for over half the
acreage of livestock farmsy its significance in a farm's economy
depends on both acroage and quality. The quality of a farm's grass
lands is probably the best index of its efficiency. Unimpressive
barns may be part of an efficient operation, poor grasslands never,



Gragsland management is demandingy fine cereal crops are found alongside
indifferent grass, rarely the reverse, It is noticeable that of the
three Blandford compotitors in the 1962 Oxfard Pasture Improvement
competition, the two top scorers were two of the most highly capitalized
and efficient milk mroducers. |

Besides menapement, soil conditions, annual climatic variations
and age affect the quality and compesitions of hay and pastwre fields and
in particular the stund of alfalfa which is their most important component.
Alfalfa is being grown successfully on scils of all textures in the towne
m.mm.tmannmtm. The many fine stands of
alfalfa, so noticeable in midswmmer, attest to the general high standard
of farming in Blandford,

wmmummmmmmhan
about the same distribution, Tbyoomm!et-nhlﬂsoraw
55600 acres, They are grown successfully on all types of soils, being
generally more tolerant of marginal conditions than alfalfa, ILivestock
farmers located on the sandier soils claim that their cat crops average
ag well as those on heavier soils and may do better in some years. Spring
grains are almost exulusively used as livestock feed.

Three different types are growm. Oats make up 70§, nixed grains
27% and barley 3%. Mixed grains consist generally of half barley and
half cats, though 5«10f sprin: wheat is often added. It proved
Wtompumam”pnnulyfrmmn. Due to a late
Mth.bar]sylmdmdvdnmb.ck;eothatnadiutamoauaxﬁ
mixed grains could not be distinguished with certainty.
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This unpredictability of composition and the scmewhat lower
yields than either grain grown by itself have led the Ontarie
Department of agriculture to dissuade farmers to plant mixed grains. The
advice seems %0 have been heeded because as recently as 1956 mixed greins
outraniked oats by 3 1o 2, At present most of the mixed grains are
concentrated in the northern part of the township, a fact which seems to
aceord with the impression it gives of being slow to change, Only a few
fields of barloy were mapped, The largest field belongs to a farmer who
had separate herds of dairy and beef cattle. Oroawm on well drained clay
loam, a yield of two tons to the acre was claimed, Barley is essentially
a fattening feed, while oats with higher fibre and protein content is
better suited to dairy cows.

Corn is grown for silage or grain, the latter to be fed or scld.
The small fields of corn to be found on nearly every livestock farm are
for silage. In the last 50 years acreage of silage corn has been
reduced by two-thirds to 900 acres in 1961, but not the silage capacity.
The difference is due to the higher yields of modern hybrids and the
replacement of some corn with grass silage, .

Orain corn is used for fattening hogs or steers, it is rarely
groun by dairy farmers, The bulk of grain corn is growm for sale,
This has scen a grest increase in recent years and the 1961 census
figure of 781 acres is already out of date, Grain corn has become
an important cash crop on the sandier soils second only to tobacco in
importance,

Corn is now regerded as a soil bullding crop in contrast to the
earlier view as a soil exhausting crop. leavy use of fertiliser and
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attending high yields enable huge amounts of organic matter to be
returned to the soil, ILow humus content is characteristic of lighter
soils, They do have some advantages hawever. They can be worked
much earlier in the spring and tillage is easier. later and higher
yielding hybrids can be useds as seen in midsummer,cern here was
greatly in advance of corn gwown on heavier scilse Fall rains are
less likely to make fields impassable for heavy harvesting equipment.
Tields are high, Of the two Blandford entries competing in the 1962
Oxford #100 bushel corn eompetition® the higher yield (136 bushels per
acre) was attained on sandy loam, |

Winter wheat is grown as a cash crop on many farms throughout
the towmship, Yields are better on the heavier soils., Acreage has
been about 1000 acres for the last 30 years, after 2 gradual decline
from the 3000 acres grown in 1881, though there was a reswgance during
the war and in the early 1950s. Production is however, no less now
than 50 years ago when average yields were only 15 bushels per acre.

Rye is confined to the sandy areas. VWhile grown primrily as
a soil building crop associated with tobacco, modern tetraploid
varieties can give very high grain yields, Rye has only become important
since the growing of tobacecoy about 800 acres were grown in 1963, more
than quadrupling the 1931 figure.

Zobeceo is the most important cash crop in Blandfards It is
grown exclusively on light soils, even though the tobacco plant thrives
also on heavier soils. The production of good yields of high quality
leaf requires that fertility be adequate for growth, but not so high
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as to cause rank or irashy leaf, Such delicate adjustment of fertility
mnmuhealhrtowmlithh!ﬂﬁinhmet
the buffer action of excess humus or clay,.

Two distinct environments can be recogniseds The uniforn and
hmm&ﬂnqmwmmﬁo—mwmm.
Irrigation water is casily obtainable,. mmu&mﬂu
against through strip cropping though this is not necessary on the
smaller clearings. Poor air drainage can contribute to early frost
damage .

on the Ingersell moraine, air drainage is good, but irrigation
water is more difficult to obtaing requiring the construction of elay
lined dugouts to impcund and store surface run-off. Variable soils pose
difficult problems. How these are solved by a2 leading tobagco farmer is
an outstanding example of the extent to which modern techniques and
intelligent managemert can compensate for differences in the natural
environmnent. MMWWMMMMG. On the
tapdkmnalmorchypebblytm'hm.hm.mmﬂy
covered with two to three feet of sand, though much deeper in places,
uhile the hollows and low spots have a silty texture. Fertilizer
requiremonts for each type are determined separately. The farmer has
developed practical and economic techniques for meeting these differing
nceds, In the application of irrigation water the three soil types also
receive individual treatmembe The use of different varicties, sach
adapted to a different soil type, which would constitute a further
refinencnt, is considered impractical, By equalizing soil problers,
tobacco with unifarm quality is obtaineds On an experimental basis




some clay spots have been covered with three inches of sand by soil
carriery the fm would say only that it "seemed profitable."

About 600 acres of tobacco were grown in 1963, a reduction
from provious yoars. Tobaceo was introduced in the early 1930's but
did not assume major importance until after the war,

Mmaoaahwafhww. About 100
acres are grown, coscentrated in the northewest of the towmship.
This is a decline firom 300 acres in 1931 and 1911 and wore in 1801.

Soils and africultural land use seen well edjusted. Ne
ﬁtmmhmlﬂmmmm“mmw
not suited to them, though this does not exclude neglected land er
poorly managed erops. Present day farmers appear %o kmow the
capability of their land, Cholce of crops or crop combination =
within soil capability limits - and their utilization depend on
hmuw‘mtomwmmrmm.
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THE FARM ECONOMY

Blandford has, as stated earlier - two basic types of farm
economies, While livestock farming is carried on in all parts of the
tounship, cash crop farming is largely confined to the light textured
soils. In contrast to cash crop farming, which is fairly standardized,
livestock farming, including often several enterprises, is highly
variable, It would hardly be an exaggeration to state that there are
as many systems as farms,

It is possible to make an approximation of the gress returns
acceruing to Blandford farmers annually, using census figures for
stocknunbers and crop acreages and information on average yields
obtained in the field, Such a calculation indicates that gross returns
are about 2.7 million dollars, As there are about 180 effective farm
operations in the township (the census lists over 200 operators) the
average per farm is §15,000, Five major enterprises occur:s hogs
($1,000,000), dairying ($800,000), tobacco ($500,000), other cash crops
($200,000) and beef ($200,000), To find hogs in the lead is unexpected,
as Oxford county is 2 leading dairying area in Ontarie.

To obtain a better understanding of the farm economy a map
showing boundaries of farm properties was prepared using the assessment
rolls and air photes. (fig.!0 ) Information on individual farm business
was obtained through interviews. Frequently farmers would give data on
their neighbours. The township assessor, who has held this office for 28
years and visits every farm annually and the clerk of the township
provided much information for all parts of the township. Dairy branches



of the Ontario department of Agriculture in Oxferd and neighbouring
counties supplied lists of milk shippers, These different sources
as well as direct observation permitted considerable cross checking.
As a result data on farm types are reasonably complete. Quantitative
data, which would be important for a precise classification of farms
according to the relative impertance of their several enterprises are
less complete. A mailed questionnaire or many more interviews than
were pracibicable would have been necessary. . _

The census of 1961 lists 212 farm operators, though less than
180 can be classed as operational farm businesses. They renge from
50-550 acres., Relatively few properties are between 10 and 50 acres,
the only ones occupied are in the southecagt cormer of the township
and are not selfe-supporting, The major categories of casherops and
nm»p-ramhmmmmmmmumm
crops other than tobacce, fluid milk shippers, dairy general, and
livestock other than dairy cows. (fige. 10 ) The distinction between
the three livestoeck farm types is in practice rather vague; some milk
shippers still have sidelines, while some beef farmers still have a
few cows and may ship some cream., The categories chosen do, however,
- offer the only recegaisable cutoff points and can serve as a ieans to
W@uammﬁm«mm.

Livestock farming
Fluid milk shippers are clustered into two groups located in

the extreme north and south of Blandfard, Four farmers in the north
send milk by tank truck to Borden's in Toronto, while of the four milk
shippers in the first concession close to Woodstock three send their
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milk to Findlay's dairy in Teronto and one to Silverweod's in Woodstock,

mmetmnmm,mhwumhmm
which range from rolling loams to flat clay loams, Present transportation
conditions do not recuire that suppliers by grouped so closely together.
Probably neighbours of established milk shippers were the first to avail
themselves of opportwnities in this higher priced market.

mtmmﬁmawduammuu. They average
close to 200 acres, though not necessarily in a contiguous unit or all
owned by the operator, One farmer owns a 100 acre unit two miles from
the home farm using it for his nonemilking steck, thereby releesing land
for milldng cows, llerd sizes range from 30 to 55 cows. Most are Holsteinsj
there is also one Ayrghire herd and one operator has Jerseys in addition to
Holsteins, |

The price for fluid nmilk is sbout #5. per hundred weight against
around £3, for mamufacturing milk. mmmnuauw.nm
price for all his millk, He is limited by a quota, and even then fluid
milk price is only puid for milk actually sold as suche Transport costs
are also highs Surplus milk is delivered to local processing plants in
most cases, Fluid 1ilk produscers average about §1, per hundred weight
above producers of manufacturing milk,

This price differential encourages more intensive management,
necessitated also by the obligation to fulfill the quota throughout
the year, Milk yields are generally higher than one general farms.
The higher yields promote sales of surplus animals from the registered
herds, thereby providing some further advantage.

Grass, oats and corn form the crop basis, The grass-ocats ratio
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bears seme relation .o the intensity of the management., Depending on
the quality of the grassland, a high ratio suggests intensive land use.
mwmhutmmamtmmmﬁdnmwbw.
Only silage corn is grown unless there is another enterprise. anct"
the large milk shippers alse fattens hogs.

There are two milk producers who send their milk to Canada Dairies
plant at Burgessv ille for the production of "Multi milk", They could
be termed "semiefluic" milk producers. They are paid around $3.50 per
hundred weight, One of them has what is probably the most intensive
dairy operation in the township. The 55 cows are never pasturedy all
farage is processed through a huge glass-lined airtight silo. Feed
mmvnnumdm-nymzmmmumw. Crops «
alfalfa or corn - can be harvested at optimum stage. There are two
of these silos in the township. They cost elose to $20,000 wnich is
almost as much as traditional 100 acre general famms sell for, The
awners of these silos are also the two Blandford entries into the
pasture competition, it being clearly of greatest impartance that only
top quality forage goes into such costly structures.

MMWWWMmIM. In
addition to preducing milk for nanufacturing, most raise beef and
hogs as well, The uize of the milking herds ranges from 50 to just
a few, Some of thesne farms are as large and well equipped as the
best dairy farms, otiers are very modest operations indeed, On the
average they are smaller, about 120 acres., The relative importance of
the various enterprises on a farm are related to economic as well as

hunan factors,



During recent years production of milk for manufactwring has
not been a very attractive proposition, Most dairy products have been
in surplus, To increase income farmers either increase their herds
or shift to other enterprises. The primary facter limiting size of
the milking herd is the availability of labour for milking, On
larger farms economies due to size make hired labour econemic, theugh
it is very difficult to obtain and keep, On most farms the herd is
unlikely to be so large that milking cannot be done comfortably with
one worker absent,

Relatively high beef prices over recent years have encouraged
expansion of beef production, Total catile nusbers have increased by
about 1000 head or 20% since the mid 1950s, This probably represents
a 100f increase in beef cattle. Beef production takes many forms.

Some farms keep separate beef and dairy hexds. Some buy feeder cattle.

Common practice is to lreed part of the dairy herd to beef bulls, and
raise the crossbreds for beef, Some farmers specialize in veal
calves. Some dual purpose herds still follow the old practice of
combining beef and cream production.

The recent swing to beef is a response to present market
conditions. It may not be permanent, as beef production represents
less intensive land we, Oross retwns of beef herds are about half
those of dairy herds. Net incomes are also less. Labour incomes
are higher however and when hired labour can be reduced, net incomes
may remain the same, Otherwise the farmer either accepts lower
im-fc@mlrmormmmrmm. This is
generally hogs, Beof production is comonly confined to larger farms,
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hence the regional pattern of beef production is related %o the
distributions of farm sizes, which will be discussed in 2 following section.

Three types of hog enterprises oceur. A farmer may both breed
end feed hogs, or he may specialize in either of these, Few farms are
without hogs and quite frequently they gross mare than cattle., Frvidence
of the recent expansions are the new hog buildings on a mmber of farms,
Some « mostly Dutch - farmers specialize in the production of weancd pigs.
Whether a farmer keeps sows or buys weaned pigs seems a matter of '
personal preference, While hogs are well distributed over the township,
a higher percentage are concentrated in a few large operatiens than is
the case with cattls, Ome fe-d lot operater handles 2000 hogs.

25 livestock farms do not milk cows. Included are one sheep
farm and one turkey operation, The location of these as of other
livestock farms seen umrelated to the physical environment. Dairy and
beef enterprises exist side by side under identical conditions. Two
examples may be mentioned: in the big loop of the Thames river on
excellent silt loam soil, with useful bottom lands fringing the river
are a beef and a dairy farm of about equal size and looking equally
prosperous, On the outskirts of Woodstock fronting Highway Ne. 2 a
beef and hog operstion with a large graincorn acreage shares a boundary
with 2 fluid wilk producer.
dependence of livestock farming on the local envirenment., Iivestock
farming is %o a considerable extent dependent on feed imperts. A
calculation to arrive at a reasonably reliable quantitative estimte
was based on these dates livestock numbers and grain acreage from



the 1961 census, adjusted for 1963 according to knewn trends, standard
feed requirvements for milk and meat production, It was found thet
total grain production « including wheat « was about 10,000 tons against
requirements of 15,000 tons, hence net imports of grain seem to amount
to 5,000 tons or 1/3 of requirements, To test the validity of this
result the food consumption of the largest fam in Blandford wae
cheeked to see if the assumptions made for the above caleulation were
valid, Autotrac fam has 50 cows producing 500,000 1bs of milk annually,
A sow herd of 80 was carried in 1962 and their offspring féd to
slaughter weight. (muhefthifuumﬁa.ooomMuthm
hog operation accouniing for over 2/3. The farm grows relatively little
grain, much of it as a nurse crop for grass. 500 tons of western grain
were bought, Figwoes for feed consumption per animal checked well
enocugh with these assuned for the larger calculations to accept the
figure of 5,000 tons as reascnable, In addition to grain imports it
is likely that at lesst 2,000 tons of protein concentrates are imported
into Blandford.

Marketing of milk for processing
Processing milk is marketed to a nunber of plants, only one of

vhich « the Bright cheese factory = is located in Blandford. The scuth-
west delivers teo SilvM'a Powder division in Woodstock; the southe
east corner sends milk to Bordens in Surfeardsy the western fringe in the
north ships to Bordens in Hickson, (concentrated milk); a few scattered
producers ship to the creamery in New Dundeej cheese factories at Cassel
and German Union have a few shippers. The largest part of the milk from




the north goes to Bright,.

The Bright cheese ond butter manufacturing company was started
in 1875 south of Bright, but transferred te its present site in 1898,
Up to World War IT it produced butter in winter and cheese in the summer,
Butter rationing and overseas demand for cheese led to a deecline in
butter production and concentration on cheese after the war, Up to 5
years ago for 5 months of the year cheese was only made every second
days since then it has been made daily., Preduction has doubled in 5
years, but the number of supplies has grown by only 10f. Under excellent
management, the plant produces:cheese of outstanding quality,

On the averags over 20,000 1lbs of milk are delivered daily from
which one ton of cheddar cheese is made, Peak milk deliveries are
35,000 1bs daily. Ome~half of the plant's 70 patrons are in Blandford,
the rest in Blenheim township, There are also 12 ecream shippers,
resulting in the annual production of 20 tons of butters a relic and a
nuisance. mmxynnunmom-mmmﬂuuu
500 lbs during peak scason., Average herd size appears therefore to be
about 15 cows. A number of larger producers ship double the average, so
that 30 cows seems to be about the upper limit,

Priee per hundred weight of milk is just over $3., slightly
nmmnpmuduunfcoﬂm‘m. mreﬂhctatﬁo
relatively bouyant choese market of recent years. The cheese
is auctioned at Stratford, subject to a government floor price. The
development of the Bright cheese factory mirrors the histery of dairying
in Oxford, though it vas not one of the earliest factories.
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Cash Crop Farming

Tobacco growing occupies an important though net dominant
position in the township., 30 growers had about 650 acres under
tobacco in 1963. The marketing and the allotment of acreage rights
of tobacco are under the contrel of the Ontario Flue Cured Tobacco
board. No new growing rights have been granted for several years and
in 1963 growers were permitted to plant only 60% of their rights plus
a basic 6 acres. Tobacco has been in surplus for a time and dispesal
is difficult. Tobacco rights in Blandfard total 1100 acres ranging
from 10 to 60 acres per farm. Several farms with rights do not grow
tobacco., The rights of two small farms have been transferred to their
absentee owners' tobacco farms in Nerfolk county. One large farm has
switched entirely tc carne ( Fig. It)

The Blandford tobacco area lies on the margin of the main
tobacco region of Ontarlio.s The frost free season is shorter and
solls heavier, nsvertheless local growers do notconsider conditions
for tobacco marginal. Average yields of 1500 lbs of leaf are
obtained by most competent growers, though some may go as low as
1,000 bs. The 1962 crop was sold for about 50c. per pound.

All farms exsept one are occupied and opriated by their owners,
A few have enlarged their operation by buying an adjoining farm or
parcel of land. The price of tobacco farms has up to now been
governed by the amouat of acreage rights, other factars being largely
disregarded. Acreage rights are related to the amount of land
Judged suitable for tobacco. In recent transactions $2,000 per

acre have been paid., The policy of restricting acreage allotments
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has created speculative values, which are a windfall to established
owners and a risky burden to newcomers with small equities, especially
now that existing rights camnot be fully utilized. The likelihood of
a further cutback in tobacco acreages due to accummlated surpluses and
the possibility that the system of acreage righbs may be abolished
altogether are creating uncertainty in the industry and exerting pressure
en the prices of totagco farng.

land not under tobacco is uwsed in various ways, Rye which
alternates with tobgcco is sometimes combined and sold and then reseeded
for winter cover to be ploughed wibr in the springs other farmers simply
work the matwre crop into the ground, Vheat is sometimes grown as well,
it yields less but commands a better price, Oats and hay are required
-for horses which are quite commonly used during the tcbacco harvest, Corn
has becore an important crop on some tobacco farms to provide additional
income, to offset the limitations of tobacco acreages., An acre of corn
grosses a little over $100 or one-seventh the revenue of an acre tobaeco,
but of course there are no acreage restrictions. Corn requires a good
deal of investment especially for harvesting and storage, So far those
tah-uofmnuhohnvomuh;ubadnmmnr
harvesting, There still seem problems about imbegrating corn and tobaeco
growing. :

The buildings on tobacco farwe are characteristic and reveal
something of the history of the farm and may indicate how well the farmer
is doing. Parms have from 2 to 8 kills. The old bank berns have
Mbmbmmm’mmuﬁmm. They are not
as large as the big barns of the northern till plains, but substantial
enough to indicate that the old general farms were reasonably successful,



The old farm houses have commonly been covered with new siding and
modernized. Most look modest enough and are not superior to those
of successful dairy larmers.

Practically all tobacco farmers are of continental European
erigin, About one half are Hungariansj only two Anglo-Cansdian
families grow tobacco and of these one hag a dairy herd as well, Ceneral
farms are distributed throughout the tobacco area. Practically all are
operated by Anglo-Canadians and were in the hands of the same families
30 years ago when tobacco farmers first moved in. The level at which
the farms are operated now is related to the age and family situation
of the operator as well as to the amount of agricultwral land available.
Most of the land is suited to tobaceco, but the owmers preferred not teo
sell, Now the aged owners work their properties less intensively,
yvielding a small income. There are relict operations like maple syrup
and one owner of swamp and bush is listed as a trapper. However where
younger workers are part of the family the farms are worked intensively
and look prosperous.

Cagh crops other than tobagco are the sole enterprise on only
a few faxrms., In a fow cases absentee or aged owners are comtent with
the low returns from the sale of hay or small grains, A field of

winter wheat is common, though far from universal on general farms.
Its labour demands come at a time when no other prussing field werk is
due., The land use map seems to indicate that it is more widespread in
the narth than in the southewest, though soil conditions are equally
suited, As an incomo earner wheat is not superiar teo crops marketed
through livestock. Jbsence of wheat means greater specializgtion on
livestock, Turnips,like whest sre grown on general fapms and similarly
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concentrated in the northy they gross about $400 per acre. Except
for one bloe of 25 acres they are grown on small acreages up to 10
acres, They are processed in waxing plants, controlled by growers
themselves, in Bright, and Tavistock outside the towmship, A waxing
plant in Ratho burned dowm in 1961 and has not been rebuili. Turnips
can be classed as a relict indusiry.

Corn as a cash crop is the sole enterprise on only one farm. Twe
years ago this was the largest tobacco farm in the tewmship with 60
acres of rights. low almost LOO acres of corm are grown on a bloc of
sandy loam, The corn is artifiecially dried on the farm and stored
until the summer when top prices can be obtsined, The gross returns
of this enterprise ars comparable to these of the largest tobacco farms
and are obtained with less labour, mqmadmtmmm
of a long established Anglo~Canadian family, one of the few who engaged
in tobacco farming, With adequate resources of land and capital the
switch out of tobaceo could successfully be made at a time when the
tobagco industry was beginning to face difficulties and corn prices
started to rise after a period of relatively low prices,

In order to arrive at a more precise measure of intensity of land
use, a study of the assessment rolls was undertalen, Fronm the data
obtained two meps were prepered. (fig.2-13) One showing the total
uﬁesmtpermmdthamonduhaingmdnlmofbﬂldinp
per cleared acre. §he insights gained hardly justified the labow
axpended s

Certain types of properties and assessments were excludeds i.e,




small parcels of lani used for residential, commercial, institutional
or industrial use and also assessments levied on utilities like pipelines,
telephone lines, By restricting data to agricultural properties more
valid comparisons could be rade. Wood and scrubland had to be included
ummmmu’morfmm.'mﬁoumu
the assessor, which contain more detailed data than the assessment
rolls, were not available for the time needed te analyse them.

The assessed value of a farm is the average of two values
arrived at by different means, The first is the market value as
established tharough recen®d sales in the coumty of comparsble properties.
Factors not directly related to the productivity and imtrinsic value of
the property enter here, Iocation near city and highway are considered.
The seclusion created by the concession roads closed by Highway Ho, LOL
raised property valves. Generally however the market value is well in
line with the value arrived at by the second methed, This is based on
the standard assessment naual and is essentially objective. land is
valued accarding to productivity with land under specialty crops like
tobacco, turnips, tumatoes in a special category. Buildings are valued
according to age, cwndition, type, du.inhmlm. In the
assessment rolls only the cembined values are shown, they are therefore
not completely objevtive,

The data were mapped in bloes of about one square mile,
conprising on the average six farms. While there is considerable
difference between the highest and the lowest value in most bloes, it
was found that the bloc values represented fair average values in nearly
every case without being distorted by the presence of some unusual
individual farme
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The buildings of a farm serve and are supported by the cleared
land, hence it was hoped that their value per acre of cleared land
would reflect productivity even better than the total assessed value
per acres

when interpreting the maps it simplifies matters if the general
farming and tobacco grass are considered separately, When comparing
the general farming areag of the north and the south, there seems little
difference., The northewestern fringe is notable for high assessment
values, as are the thyee blocs in the south-wests The high values in
the tobaceco areas are not unexpecteds The general pattern is similay
for the value of buildings per acre: no significant differences between
north and south and the highest values again in the tobaeco areas, where
cleared acreages generally are small,

ummﬁluummpﬂmruyroht“totpmum
land when comparing areas of the same type of farming, rather than the
amount of cleared laaxd, This suggests that permanent pastures are of
relatively low imporsance, It seems not to matber which soll type is
invelved. Values in the south may be somewhat higher due to a
mﬂaﬁﬁcempmnﬁ; thiamldbobalamodhymm&m
in relatively poor conditions, the two factors cancelling out. The
higher values of the tobacco areas would no doubt stand out more if
anotnnﬁvmlfaruigmmammluﬂn
percentage of cleared land was greater.

Assessment velugs per acre and percentage of cleared land for
three representative blocs have been traced back to 1880, the ocldest
assessment roll available. (fig.” )
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There is close accard between the area of clay leam in the narth
and the area of loam in the southewest. The bloc of sandy scils has
lower values, Tn 1830 a good deal of timber still remained to be taken
out, and assessment values for woodland seem to have been cemparable
to those for cleard land in some cases, By 1098 lumbering seems teo
have been over and values for cleared land were higher than for woodland.
Early in the century valuwes here rose at a faster rate than on the
heavier soils and i1 relation to cleared acreage were comparable to them,

Some local cpinion holds that in the past these lighter scils
were less productivej thcymbymtmlanmormicmtm.
mtmmmarmmtm,m.u&wnnm
and ease of tillage has made them fully as productive, quite apart
from thelr use for tiobacco, On the 191 rolls Hungarian names appear,
though the high values associated with tobacco came after the wer,

mmwmumwdtco@muuh
nask considerable d&ifferences between individusl fams, not only in
their agsessments, but also in total capital investment and turnover.
These two were estirated to stand in the ratic. of about 3 to 1, a
ratio which seems to hold true for all types of farms, Some of the
highly productive fzams have been already mentioned such as the fully
eutomated dalry enterpriseis This has capital assets of about
$80,000 with 2 tunowver of clese to $30,000, The traditional 100
mmjwwamtm_,zmnmmmm,m. Such
t“nihawatmnavsrofaboutﬂ,muadmmmm
and the pigs from half a dosen sows are raised. Vhen no milk cows

are kept, tumover is even lower,
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Mimmmwhﬂmomm. The
highly capitalized fammer often has a relatively low equity. In the
case of a young farmer of a local farming family and a good credit
rating the equity may be almost nil, Then payments on principsl and
interest are so high as to leave little disposable income even out of
$30,000 The glasselined silo, for instance, requires monthly payments
of §250. far seven yoars, There is a line of malern equipment to be
paid for and the morigage on the property itself.
| The modest enterprise of an aged farmer is generally debt free.
There is no iavestment for equipment which has been depreciated o
zerc long ago and is kept operating thanks to the loving care Lestowed
on ite Machinery 30 or mare years old was noted and said to perfarm
as well as new equipsient, if the volume of work was net too large,
In this way an adequate disposable income is achieved though it is
true that part of it, probably the larger part, represents interest on
investment.

The manager of the branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce in Plattsville, which serves the northeeastern part of Blandford,
provided some general infarmation. The bank cemmonly finances feeder
cattle, short term loans to dairy farmers and about $250 per acre to
tobacco farmers or more depending on credit rating. He estimated that
about 50% of farms used short term credit and that about 508 of farms
carried mortgages. fOquipment and improvements are financed through
Farm Improvement loans,

Occupancy pattern
Farm sizes cawmobt be analysed satisfactorily on the basis of a




qdm. Farms may be rented to other operators. Several
properties oumed by members of a family msy or may not form part of a
single farm operation. Mmhw;-mwm
mappeds (fige I5) The information had to be frequently secondhand
and is wnlikely to be complete, espeeialily with regards to operations
across township bounclaries, However the map does give a good picture
of the complexity involved and can serve as a reasonable basis of
discussion of farm s!ues. .

To gadn an irsight into regional differences two areas of over
S square miles each were compared, (fig./s) They are located in the
extreme northecast ard southewest and are comparable with regard to
type of farming, assessment and amount of arable land, The north has
27 farm operations with an average size of 133 acres., The mean
deviation from the average is LS acres, 8 farme or 30% deviste by
more than the mean deviation from the average. Of these 6 or 75§
are larger and 2 or 257 smaller than the average. The south has 27
farms with an average size of 12l acres. The mean deviation is 65
acre s, considerably larger. 13 farms or L8% deviate by more than
the mean from the averages Of these only h or 31% are larger, while
9 or 69% are smaller « a reversal of the situation in the north,

The south then differs in having a greater range of famm sizes,
with a few very large operations and many smaller ones, The nearness
of Woodstook and the uvailability of non-farm employment has preserved
many of these small holdings. They are shown on a mep of properties
published in 1875, (onsolidation into more economic units wes there-
fore not always necescary. These factars were operative before
commting became as essy over longer distances as it is now.
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Farm consolidation is a rather recent phenomenon. 4me 1881
to 1931 the number of farms over 10 acres remained practically constant
nwzmmmﬁutotbm. During this peried farm
mmw»ntmmw,mamnmumw
old ways, and making a living, are still to be fowd in the township.

In the north there are practically no fams with less than 100
acres, though this is still a very common farm size. There are a
pdmboroflnome. Under present conditions 100 acres
are barely an economic unit. Commmuting to the larger centres presents
no problems, but narth of Highway No. 97 commuting is confined to non=
farm people. Nevertheless farm consolidation has not proceeded as far
as appears economically desirable. m.tMMenlmctth
m&tbfmm‘mtyﬂ&mymmf&mmb.
dealt with.

An analysis of farm sizes for the sandy areas has to be
d-cﬁpuwdmtohckethmpmitydhmﬁmrmtm.
mwcﬁ'mswmmwm,m
concentrated in the southern part of the towmnship., Some tobacce
farms are small but viable, some small general farms are occupied by
conmuters. VWhile there are quite a few large holdings few are large
in terms of croplard. These are on the western fringe closer to the
Thames river, where drainage conditions are easier.

Fragmentation of farm lands is quite substantial. (fig./s )
Over 2,000 acres o about 8% of all lands are not contiguous to the
farn which is the centre of operations. lLands separated by a road
or touching at a corner are not counted or the total would have been




much greater, The arable acreage involved is less as many of these
parcels of land contain much bush or pastwe. They therefore show
some concentration in the sandy areas while yet generally distributed.

Rented lands are not farmed by thelr owners, though they may be
occupied by them or by tenants. With one exception = there are ne
rented lands north of Highway No. 97 and all land is owmer-operated,
Most rented land occurs in the south. Very few farms are operated by
tenants including one tobacco farm. |Fig.16)

Absentee owncrship refers to lands neither occupied nor farmed
by their owners. This categary overlaps but is not identical with
the previous one. Again, none occurs north of No. 973 concentration
is in the south., This category includes a number of idle properties.
A few semi-retired fermers residing in village or town, but still working
their farms, are not included.

Wmuamﬁhmoﬂomuummm
farmers doing partetime work to commuters doing a little bit of farming.
Some farmers drive milk trucks or work part-time for the township.
There are only about six who have fulletime employment while operating
their farms intensively, they do not ship milk. Only one is a large
farm and all are in the south half of the township. Commuters who deo
not operate their farns are not included. |

Farm transfers. In the intreduction it was mentioned that the
north of the township presented an impression of stability in contrast
to the other parts of the south. To test this impression, farm properties
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which had changed hands during the last 30 years were identified and
mapped. (fig. 17 )

The information was obtained through a comparison of voters'
lists of 193h and 1962 respectively. Voter's lists provide information
on ownership status, precise lecation, marital status and farm versus
non-farm status, In a few cases properties could not be identified
with certainty.

About twoethirds of all properties have changed hands during
this periode These properties are evenly distributed throughout the
township in a genersl way. There are small areas where either all or
- no farms have changed ownership. Transfers to persons of the same
surname were considered to be transfers within the family and disregarded.
New owners and 193k residents of the same swrname but in a different
location were assumed to be related. This assumption seems reasonable
in view of the relatively small number of surnames represented in
Blandford, About cneequarter of all transfers are of this type and
the great majority cccur in the northern part of Blandferd. They
represent individual mobility combined with a general stability of the
group. There are probably considerably more such transfers invelving
families from just beyond the townmship boundaries., Transfers where
the husband buys the farm from the wife or the wife's family could not
be distinguished from sales concluded at arms lengthj one such case
invelving a 200 acre farm was noted in the Nerth. The 193k list shows
many German names in the northewest, which do not appear in the 1962
listy on the other hand there are quite a few newcomers with German
names, some of whom are known to oceur alse beyond the township boundary,
From all this it seems reasonable to conclude that the north has in fact
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nrolgtinlyatabh population, though not in terms of the individual
i ‘

Economic relations and co-operation between farmers take diverse
forms umemwuﬁ.rmmmmmw.
They renge from the casual borrewing of equipment to the perfommance of
services for cash to the sharing of work or equipment.

Custom work is of importance in all parts of the towmship. There
are a few farmers who derive a significant part of their income from
providing custom work. Combining grain, corn picking, baling of hay
or straw and even silo filling on contract are some of the major services

provided, Equipment is more fully utilized while for customers the need

far capital investment is reduced. In 1961 there were LS combines and
L3 balers in the township, or one for every three farms, The census

also listed L7 threshers and a few were found to be still in regular

use, but most are rusty relies,

Custom work is said to be on the decline, Iabour rewards are
not high and top farmers are reluctant to devete time to it and find
it unecessary to earn the cost of equipment in this way, Smaller
operatars are acquiring the tools and skills to keep used machinery
operatinge

Work and equipment sharing is a form of co-operation confined
to farmers related through bends of family, An example, illustrating

the value of this co-operation involves a 200 acre dairy-general farm
situated on heavy clay loam north of Highway No. 97. The cwnert's two
brothers have farms situated on lighter soils in the adjoining township,
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Iabour and equipment are pooled for seasonal field work and the farms
worked one at a time, In this way the benefits are twefold: firstly
through the use of machinery with a larger capacity than anyone could
affard by himself and secondly by having the work done speedily and at
the right time to sult seil conditions.

Some of the farms linked through co-operation of this kind have
been indicated. (fige!5 ) All are located in the north of Blandford.
This is not unexpected as thanks to the greater stability of the farm
population there is a denser network of family relationships, both by
descent and marriage, than exists in the south. Of course, relatives
do not invariably co-operate and co-operation may be on a smaller and
more cagual scale. The precise economic importance is difficult te
evaluate, but as farm machinery becomes more costly, both abseolutely
. and relative to other farm costs, co-operation must make a significant
contribution to the (rosperity of farm units, which might otherwise be
too small to be viable. |

Family Farmirg:s On many farms the work force includes adult
male relatives of the farmer. 50 were located with the help of the
voter's list. (fig.'3 ) Most were listed as farmers®' sons (29),
some as joint owners, and a few as tenants. The farms are generally
above average. The incidence of this type of family farm is enly
half among tobacco farmers to what it is among the rest: this may be
coincidence, though tobacce farming is gearéd more to hired labour,
The contyributions made by a relative can be just as valuable even if
he is also commubting to an outside job, There is a preponderance of
this in the Nerth.
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Finally it should be stressed that as far as the individual
farm is concerned, relative success depends more on the farmer than
the farm in a township where most farm units are basically sound apart
from limiting factors of size and age of buildings. Ability, health,
age, family situation, capital resources are some of the important
personal facters invelved.



Non-agricultural Land Use.
In view of tle predominantly agricultural characber of Blandford,

non-agricultural landé use need be discussed only briefly. Stress will
be 1aid on aspects which relate to the township in general,

Forested land: occupies 12,58 of the township of which 8,68 is
clained as prodvctive, This category includes lands of trees of all
ages, the balance is secrub. Only a very small part consists of mature
trees, This is the only class assessed as woodlandj the balance is
assessed as waste. (iome woodland is pastured., [Forestry plays a
negligible rele in tho local economy.

Clearing and reforestation appreximately balance each others.
Tobacco farmers are erlarging their farms in some places. Some private
refarestation occurs, L tracts are managed by the department of lands
and forests. Near E:stwood a2 small sawmill cuts hardwood lumber for
oxports It draws logs from other townships besides Blandford. Farmers
utilize their woodlots for posts and lumber.

Recreation is not very important in Blandfard. One of the kettle
Jakes has been develop:d for speedboat racing and a2s a trailer camp.
Crowds of 1,000-2,000 ire attracted from surrounding cities at_mhm.
About 100 trailers camp here during the summer, For swimming, a stream
fed dugout in the muck has been lined with sand, The whele property is
valued at $60,000.

Another pond ard forested surroundings are owned by the department
of lands and Forests. This was once a private club. The muck <floored
ponds do not look very inviting for swimming although they can be used.

71



The property is not being developed, though open to the publie.

Of greater value for recreation will be the projected Woodstock
reservoir, which will create a lake regching as far back as Innerlkip,
drowning the incised section of the Thames spilluay. The shore line is
to remain public property. A

The hinterlind of Woedstock. Weodsteck is, with a population of
20,000, a small citys Urban sprawl has affected Blandfard only to a
limited extent, Tlree timely annexations of towmship land since the war
have kept growth uncer city controls A total of 1,100 acres were
invelved,

Highway No. 2, the main entrance into Woodstock frem the east
is from the junction with Highway No. 53 a four lane highway. The south
side is more developed, the main C,N.R. tracks are on that side as is
mest of the small centre of Fastwood, just east of which the forest
still extends right up to the highway. On the Blandford side scattered
residential developmant occwrs as far as the town line and beyond, The
few commercial undertakings consist of an auto~wrecker, a large machine
shop, a restaurant axd a gas station. There is no industry, though a
property adjacent to the interchange with Highway No. LOl has been sold
for this purpese.

Residences ai'e also scattered along the township roads in the
southewest. DMost are medium sized well built bungalows of postwar
construction; a few are very small and one or two are no better than
shacks, On the whole, however, Blandford is free of rural slums.
Woodstock also serves as place of employment for a number of cammuters
living on farms as far north as Highway No., 97 At a greater distance

4
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from Woodstock, location on a paved road seems the penerel rule., Some
also cowe from Rathe and Bright. (Fig.!9)

Idle arable land is confined to the southern part of the township,
most parcels are small and on lighter soils, Adjacent to Highway LOl1,
idle lands are in the process of being retwmed to productive use. Only
two farms were lnown to be held far speculative purposes, One overloocks
the propesed Weedstock reserveirs and one is on Highway No. 2.

Woodstoek as county seat provides high school, government and
hospital services to the whole township, Shopping facilities serve
most of the tewnship including Bright, but here and north of Highway
No. 97 meet competition frem Kitchener and also Stratford, 1Milk and
bread deliveries reaci = Bright from Woodstock.

Bright is located on the town line where it intersects the C.N.R.
branch line and Highwiy 97. The narthesouth erientation on what is now
a little travelled roid is related to its origins when settlement advanced
fron the south, Brijght is a police village separated by the town line
into two autenomous scvetions, each under a board of three trustees.

Bright functicns as a service center for the farming area around
it, though this rele is decliming. An Internaticnal Harvester desler
ship has been withdrawn., Service establishments include an electrical
wepair shop, 2 welding shops and 2 garages. A feed mill, a chick hatchery
and feed store and a turnip waxing plant are located on the Blenheim side,
the C.N.i, station serves a large area including Platteville (ne railroad)
and Innevkip (C.P.R.) About 1,600 tons of bulk freight are handled
annually, chiefly ccal, feed, salt and lime., Volume has halved within
the last 6 years. Passenger services were discontinued in 1961 and
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express will be transferred to read transport in 196L,

Bright has a very modest range of convenience stores with a
hardware store, 2 general stores and 2 establishments advertising
harnese and shoe repair, and upholstery. These stores and a hotel
near the railway station are all located south of the main intersection,
untouched by the main flow of traffic on Highway No. 97 and indicating
their relic nature.

The trade area of Bright includes the narthern part of Blandford
except the western fringe, The trade area extends further north than
south, so that the iroad north from the village is paved, In the west
Bright's trade area overlaps with that of the larger village of
Innerkip.

The Blandfeid section of Bright has a population of 1h2 (1962)
most with a local fimily background, Men with outside emplayment
work chiefly in Plaltsville. Quite 2 few retired farmers live in
this quiet village. WNo new residential construction has taken place
recentlys the pepulation seems to be over age, The village is in
decline. »

Inneridp is ;cuatu Just outside the township near its
narrow waist, close to the Thames river and on the main northesouth
route in Blandford - county road No. L. A large area is served in
Blandfoard; Innerkip has a better range of services than Bright,

Tts influence extends southeeastwards as far as Highway Ne. LOl
which, a2cting as a psychological as much as a physical barrier, has
cut off some old customers, Dumthritmﬂ.toﬁtmem
concession of Highway No.2 It also extends into the north-western
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part of the township. Explanations for the extent of the trade area
80 close to Woodstock were tradition and ease of parking.

The transportation system has already been referred to in
various contexts. A few further comments are in order. The
construction of Highway lo. 4Ol caused considerably dislocation.
From the clover leaf exchange with Highway No. 2, No. L0l follows
the crest of the Ingersoll moraine for a shart distance, then dips dasn
to the sandplain, continuing close to the base of the moraine., [Farms
were expropriated and after completion mest of the remnants were seld
to fermers at prices which reduced the net cost of the right of way
te almost nothing. In contrast to the section south of Highway No.2
built previously, very few interchanges were constructed on the new
section; the farmer dominated township opposed an interchange on the
town line, so avoiding the need to improve this road.

Highway No. LOL has affected the towmship in several ways; it
has isolated the southweast notwithstanding 2 north-south crossings.
School areas had to be rearranged, some milk producers changed to
other plants, farm units were disrupted, The disruptive effect of
a limited access highway contrasts with the small disturbance caused
by the railuays 100 years earlier, Property values on closed
concession roads increased., Traffic on other roads decregsed
considerably, especially on Highway No. 97. It had only recently
been wideneds It provided a route from the Kitchener-Galt area to
Iondon, Now there is very little traffic on it, adversity affecting
Bright business serving transients,
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This study has been concerned primarily with the rural economy
of Blandfard. An attempt has been made to emphasize internal structure
and features, which are peculiar to the towmship, The physical and
social environment have been described with special attention being
paid to aspeets relevant to the main theme. Though small, the township
was found to possess considerable variety.

mumwmohutmnmmmw
of till and glacio-fluvial deposits and the corresponding division between
sandy and heavier solls, creating two distinet landscape tymes.

There are twe basie farming systems. Cash crop farming is
confined primarily to the sandy soils, while livestock farming
predominates on the heavier secils, though it 1s also carried on on
lighter soils. The assemblage of crops supporting livestecik can be
mlmﬁ\llycnan.rubhmh,uiththohmmhwebahh
having a slight advantage. The important cash crops are corn and
tobacco. The distribution of the various types of livesteck farming
could not be related to soil factorsj neither could the choice between
livestock and cash crops on the sandy soils. lModern farming methods
permit adjustment teo a wide range of soil conditions, leaving only drainage
and the basic textural division as important determinants.

History and present society were shown to be closely linked.
The distribution of ethnic and religious groups still relates teo
original settlementjy the more recent influx of European immigrants
has focused on tobacco farming. Except for the latter there seems 1o
be no relation between cultural background and type of farming adopted.



Nor is there any evidence that Furopeans have greater aptitude for
tobacco farming, though their culture may have ' predisposed them
to accept more readily the risks and hard work invelwved, Voting
pattern « ILiberal north versus Conservative south - may reflect

ethnie differences, eity influence or just tradition. The lack of
social cohesion is = in part - attributable to the heterogeneity of
the population and the lack of a core area and urban centres.

The major section of this study examined the structure of
the farm economy. 3/4 of gress farm income derives from livestock,
4 from casherops, prineipelly tobacco. Regional differences of
assessment values were found to relate principally to the amount of
arable land, This indicates that on the average intensity of arable
land use within the same major farm category does not vary much
throughout Blandford. On the other hand success of the individual
farm depends on the personality and circumstances of the farmer.

Livestock farming is predominantly of the dairy-general
typee It is carried on on farms of all sizes in all parts of the
township, fluid milk and beef production more on farms of above
average size for economic reasons. The location of two clusters of
fluid rdilk producers seems due to chance.

The nerthern and southern areas of livestock farming differ
in numerous ways, while pursuing the same type of farming, Sige of
operations shows the greatest spread in the south with many small and
few large farmg. In the north, spread is less with few small farms
and quite a number of large farms. The north has a more stable farm
population, work and equipment sharing is practised between kin, more
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farms grow the odd field of cash crops. Scattered wrban development,
small holdings, part time farming, renting of land, tenancies, absentee
ownership, idle arable land, rural commuters are confined te the southern
part of the towmship, These featwres are characteristic of wban shadow
and are evidense of the influence of the eity of Woodstock, making itself
felt as far as Highway No. 97 and the deelining village of Bright. In
the narth the traditional rural pattern of earlier days is still seen.
This division contributes to the lack of social echesion, At the saws
time the economy is completely market oriented, transport facilities
good tiroughout, and there are no regional differences in technical
standards of farming.

In conclusion the importance of the various local factors may
be summed up, The physical environment is responsible for the creatien
of two distinet landsecapes and determines the opportunity for cash crop
farming, History and the cultural background of the people affect
present day rural scciety., lMore impertant is the influence of Woedstock,
mhhnspondbhtormtofﬁuwfomhmwmnh‘mw
southern parts. This study seems to show that, given the physical
environment and the general economic and soeial conditions prevailing, the
regionalizing influence of even & small city like Woedstock is a dominant

factor modifying occupancy patterns and the rural econemy.
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No. 3. Kame hills photographed from edge of gravel
pit shown on page €3 » There has been some
erosion, The mediocre soil is farmed indifferently,
The farm is held for speculation being adjacent to
the proposed Woodstock reservoir. Con. III

No. 4. Exceptionally stony soil on another kame.
Cone V
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Noe !l.. Sand plain with kame
Iand in the immediate foreground
bush to enlarge arable acreage
Con 7

ViNlie v

Noe. 12, Tobacco farm in

J

barn is used for tobacco st
"

livestock and fences permits use of

to the road. Con. IV




No, !#, Tobacco, rye and wheat (right background)
on the Ingersoll moraine, Fields are small and
sandy. Due to frost damage, some tobacco had to
be replaced, Good air drainage prevented total
loss. Con. II.

No. 'S, Wheat harvest by custom operator,
Small fields are inconvenient.

)



No. /6. Tobacco farming on the level sand plain,

ILand being disked is fallow due to acreage
restrictions, Strips of rye minimise soil

blowing, Highway No. 4Ol in the background. Con. IIT.

Noe /7. Corn replaces rye as companion crop to
"tobacco on sandy loam, Corn is ahead in
development compared to corn grown on heavier soil,
Con, VIII.
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Noe /8. Corn as cash crops Part of a bloc of
over 300 acres., Soils are loamy sand with
sandy loam in depressional areas. Con. V.

No. /9. Corn harvest in the spring. An
exceptionally wet fall had made fields impassable,
Silt loam in foreground., Tobacco is grown on
sandy soils in the background.
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No. ?6. Horner Creek with
intake pipe for irrigation
system. The creek has been
ponded by a low temporary
dam to give better depth

of water. Con. VIII.

i \‘.

Noe 27 Weed choked municipal drain needs
cleaning. In the middle distance is a dugout
pond used for irrigation, Ground water level
is high on the sand plain. Con, V.

o
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No, 28 Small natural pond on the sand plain
with irrigation pump, Shore in foreground
is sandy, but most of shore is muck. Con. VI.



the old open

‘reek is quite common,

éxcept for a few poels, Beef cattle on
permanent pasture on this lesser spillway.
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M\39 Village of Bright viewed from the same

hill from which panorama on the previous page
was taken, The light soils on the flanks of
this small kame support tobacco, Kilns are
being loaded with leaf,

« 33, Tooking south from the
Tobacco and alfalfa on the slo
landnCTpc of spillway and sandplain in the
back gro und .

me kame hill,
pes. Wooded
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No. 40.
oats and corn for
foreground has been under grass

located
suppleme
up of bu

ilage are grown on this dairy-general farm, The land in i

Ioam and silt loam complex, Drumlin-like ridges trend north-west. Crass,
ail €

e .

ass too long to be highly productive, but is convenientl,
relative to the bd3rn across the road on the left. The cows are getting
ntary fodder. Traffic on the paved road is a hazard to livestock, Close-
ildings on following page. Con. VIII
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