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FOREWORD 

In any complete and realistic analysis of a city, 

both social ·and physical features should be considered. 

In keeping with this theme, this thesis 1o more than 

just o description of pb1s1cal characteristics. It is 

also a dynamic analysis of Hamil ton in terms of a 

meaningfUl combination o~ both physical and eocisl 

criteria. 

The system ampl~yed in this thesis 1a based on the 

recognition of distinct cultural areas, which con be 

fUrther investigated as to neighborhood formulation. It 

is not only the social analysis o~ Hamilton then, b~t 

also the .val1~1ty of the cultural unit concept, that are 

the main interests of this thesis. 

The need for this type of atuay in Hamilton is not 

only great, but timely, in this age.ot enlightened urban 
), 

planning and ~creasing in~erest in urban renewal and 

redevelopment. · Unfortunatel3, bowever, many of tlieae,, 
well-meaning schemes have del1n1ated renewal areas, and 

proposed planning districts, more by the criter~a of 

political boundaries and transportation arteries than by 

any real analysis of s6c1al integration. It is hoped 

then, that this thesis will discover meaningfUl and 

homogeneous cultural areas 1n Hamilton, which can 
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provide the basis ~or a realistic and benofitial 

programme of future planning. 

This report, however, ·could not have been compiled 

wi.thou~ the <?o-operat1on and goodwill .o-r numerous persons 

and organizations. It is at this point, therefore, that 

I would to thank personally, Dr. u. A. Wood of the 

l~clv!aster Oeograpcy Department, who not only advisf)d the 

author, but also provided much appreciated inspiration 

throughout the ·compiling and writing of the report, 

·1 would also like to thank Mr. D. B. Chandler and 

the McMaoter Sociology Department for the social analysis 
·contributions, and for providing facilities with which to 

carry out the sampling parts of this thesis. 

!hen there are those who freely contributed their 

time and effort in tho gathering and analysis ot much of' 

the material. !heae invaluable community leaders, unpaid 

secretaries, and ~oyal overworked friends helped to 

provide the backbone o~ t~a·report by gathering and 

plotting much of the material. 
t 

To each, ~f' the above,· I extend my deepest thanks v..-1 th 

the hopo ·that each of them will t1nd some slight reward 

in ae61ng the ·final results, without ~eeling 1n any way 

responsible for the ahortoomines. 

R. W. No 
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II-~TROI'UCTION 

Since one of the maJor obJectives ot this thesis is 

to discover neighborhoods in Hamilton, it 1s first of all 

necessary to def'ine the term "naighborhoJd". 
I 

~he word "neighborhood" is often ueed to imply a 

territorial grouping of people, distinct only by virtue 

of some specific physical characteristic of the area in 

which they live. AlternstivtllY, the term neighborhood 

can refer not only to a distinct territorial group, but a 

group wh~ch also possoeea the. attributes ot neighborliness 

·That is to say, a neighborhood may be defined as a · 

cultural unit, the members of which meet on a common 

ground, within their own area, tor primary. social activities, 

and for orsan1zed or spontaneous social contacts. It is 

these more dynamic neighborhoods, in addition to cultural 

areas, that this thesis baa attempted to uncover in 

1Iam1lton. 

It is exceedingly important that we recognize these 

socially qynamic cultural areas, or neighborhoods, with

in the city. In the·first place, the general re-hobilita

tion·of' Hamilton • a blighted areas necessitates some re

shuff'J.1ns and shifting o-t its population. This 

redistribution can be carried out in a more orderly and 

painless tashion it the habits of the people and the 
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patto~ns of neighborhoods ere taken into account. 

Secondly, the practical purpose of the neighborhood 

concept is easily appreciated in the field of plennine. 

'The neighborhood unit provides the most realistic plan

ning area and the most convenient setting for amenities 

and institutions, particularly those which should be 

within a short distance of homes. 

In addition, the cultural area concept, even where 

neighborhoods are not ~ormulated, ia one of the more 

meaningfUl w~s in which to dissect and interpret the 

city, and consequently should be employed more as a 

~ture tool of the gaograph~r ~d the town plar.ner. 

T.he .basic problem of thia thesis is to deter.mino 

whether Hamilton can.be logically divided into cultural 

areas or not. I~ so, it is these more or less homocanaous 

cultural area$ that can ~~en be fUrther investigated for 

social integration to discover if Hamilton really 

contains neighborhoods as they have defined. This thesis 

is additionally concerned with the location, characteris

tics, 1nten&1,ty• and origin of such neighborhoods, where 

they exist. 

Therefore, the underlying theme of this the.sis is 

how to discover a ne1gbborhood if it exists. -Je ~.svE.: 

alrea~ de~ined a neighborhood as a cultural unit ttat 1~ 

self-contained in certain common tendencies. Tl~is 

dot1n1t1on indicates the k1nd of evidence needec to 

establish ita existence. 
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According to the first part of the definition, the 

cultural areas should stand out quite plainly on a series 

of maps showing the distribution of various mapable 

indices such as the ago, condition, and density of 

uwelling units, but alao indices which would indicate 

something ot the social background such as et~JUc1ty and 

social class. 

However, it is much more difficult to find neighbor-_ 

hoods, wh1ch_are not only cultural areas, but are also 

integrated areas, in which the inhabitants are in close 

social contact w'-th eoch other.· This task is difficult 

not merely because the additional indices~, .needed are 

less readily available, but because ver,y few of these 
highly integrated neighborhoods actu~l1y exist. 

The additional ·indices required are those which 

reflect the concentration of primary social ·activities 

and social contacts within the area. If the institutions 

for which tb.ere is a un1versal and continuous demand are 
r· 

present 1 and are used chiefly by the inhabitants of the 
. . 

area, the~ocial concentration within the area is 

indicated. These institutions should include schools, 

churches1 neighborhood shops, recreational facilitios, 

social meeting places and community centres. 

The most ~ho~rough method ot shovnns whether +heoe 

cultural· areas· . were ne1ghborily-· or not, would be to plot 



4 

the trade and catchment areas of each church, club, 

co~tmunity centre, ~d shop. . in the city ot Hamiltor.r., and 

soo if these catchment areas do in taot, coincide with 

·each other; and with the distinct cultural are~• alrea~ 

determined. However, this rather time-consuming metLod 

was hardly possiblo for a city this size in tho short 

time ·ava118ble to the author. 

In this thesis, thoretore, the baoio assumption is 

made that 1~ a cultural. area contains well patronized. . 

· social services, which are fairly centrally located 

withi~ its b9undariea, thon the area can be considered 
.'\ 

to be ar1 integrated neighborhood. I:t on the other hand, 

a cultu,ral area doeo not contain the outward physical 

manifestations of neighborliness, this would indicate 

that the inhabitants have less social contact with ee.ch 

.other, and the area is not socially inteeaated. 

Some of the material for ~etermining both cultural 

areas and neigl1borhoods was elreoqy available. The 

most uso:fUl source in this category was the Urb1m Renov;al 

Study (1958)._ for the city of Hamilton. Other important · 

sourcoa wore Population Characteristics ~ Census Tracts 

(IIamiltonl (1956), ~ l1em1lton Recroation Resources 

Zuryey (1960), the Censu~ ~Canada (1951), and th~ files 

ot the I:am1lton Spectator. 

!C.uch of the or1ter1a 1 however, had to be gathered 
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•first-hand. Methods included a general survey of the 

city by automobile durir~ tt.e summer o-r 1961, and a s-:z~ 

rando~ sample plotted from the 1960 Vernon's City Directory 

to provide ethnic and occupational information. 

Extensive interviewing of recognized etlu.ic and community 

leaders was also employed and has proved to be of great 

value in guiding the author'a decisions. 

It is hoped that the reader will find in this the.:1s 1 

not only ~ew and valuable information, but also £ain a 

fresh insight end new perspective in the ~ture analysis 

of Hamilton: This thesis does not pretend to provide 

all the answers,·but does point tha way toward one solution, 
* ' 

while the s~ortcomtnga of this report may warn fUture 

investigators of .the more obvious pi.tfalla· involved. 

"'' 
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CI!APTEn I GEOGRAPHICAL AND HIS~RICAL BACKOROID~D . 

LO~AT!C~Y 

Hamil ton is an industrial an.d manufacturing city of 
.i 

·over 250,000 poople 1 located at the western end of Lake 

Ontario. Hamil ton is also looated in tho main popula.tion 

belt of Southern Ontario, and oen thus sell to a rich 

agricultural hinterland. 

Transportation-wise, Hamilton is well-endowed. The 

city is ~ot only directly linked by road to such other urban 

e·entres aa Toronto, Guelph, Kitchener, Brantford, and 

Buffalo but th.e unique harbour and pos1tion at the head 

of the.lake, allows Hamilton to be economically tied into 

the St. Lawrence-Great Lakes shipping route. In addition, 

Hamilton's industr.7 is also well served by the trans

continental Canadian National Railway, and the local 

Toronto, Hamilton, and Buffalo Bailway. 
_... 

l~amil~~·s location on these_major transportation 

routes not only allows an economical asDembly of row 

materials, but also an efficient distribution of manu

factured goods to a large and continually srowing market. 

It is this nodal effect then, coupled with cheap flat 

land along the harbour, that have boen the prime ~&ctoro 

1n the development o~ thie city as the hub of Ontario's 



MAP No. 1 LOCATION OF HAMILTON 
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·c~lden Horseshoe" ot indust~. 

rr.IUATB 

IIamilton's cli~ate falls into the Humid-Continental 

·type with long hot summers, ~he short cool winters are 

largely due to the moderating effect of the Great Lakes. 

Tho average temp~ratures are 714F tor July• and 23qF for 
• •January, while the mean annual temperature is 46 F. The 

annual rainfall is 26 inches, while annual snowfall is 

58 inches. 

PHYSIOORAPHY 

The p~s1ograph1c regiona•into which the Hamilton 

area has been divided are based on those suggested by L. J. · 

Chapman and D. F. Plltnam 11n 1951. 

Except for the prominent pre-glacial escarpment, tLe 

pb¥siograpby of the area was almost entirely formed as the 

result of the advance end recession of the last, or Yisconsin 

Ice Sheet, wlliah both eroded the former landforms and 
"'~deposited glacial material to create new features. In 

addition, pro-glacial lakes, which were dammed up by the 

Lake Ontario ice lobe, deposited much of the lacustrine 

or frosh-water laid material below the Niagara Escarpment, 

on which much of present day Hamilton has been built. The 

most important of these atillwater lakes to the Hamilton 
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area was rlacial Lake iroquois; the slizhtly larger and ., 

deeper predocessor of present d~ Lake Ontario. It was at 

this 	Lake Iroq~o1s stage that the Hamilton aand plain, and 

h1eh 	level sana bar were formed. 

The l!iagara Escarpment, vthicll rises a!)proximately 

350 feot above ~~e aand plain in thls aroa, is & p~e

glacial erosional feature which bas largely withstood the 

ravages of the great Pleistocene glaciers. The oocarpment 

is not in evi"dence to the west of the city as 1t woo bree.chod 

here 	by a large _pre-glacial river, which is thouzLt ch·~ have 

f'lowad west througb the Dundas Valloy. This valley was 
. 

largoly obs~ured by glacial material dumped i~to it during 

the last ice age. Recent ·post..gtacial tilting of Southern . 

Ontario has causee the ·westorn end of Lake Ontario to 

·deopen and has impeded drainase in the lower end of this 

velley, so as to form a lar.ae mar·s:ny area referred to as 

•cootes 	Paradise•. 


Immediately above the eacarpment, much o£ the over


lyir~ drift was stripped aw~ by the over-riding slsciers, 


_reveo.ling the-~arcl infertile limestone caprock of the 

escarpment. Further back ~om tl:..e escarpment brow the 

w~ning glacier deposited much of its debris load in the 

form of moraines. giving rise to tbe £ently rolling terrain 

of unconsolidated material to the south and wast. , 
The effect of' tl"i.e .escarpment to the south and the E~a~·· 

to the north, has been to restrict urban development, unt~l 
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recentlY.• to the narrow intervening sand plain. Therefore, 

the city became elongated in an east-west direction. A 

fUrther hindornnco by the Chadoke Valley to the west resulted 

in a more rapid early expansion to the east, The sand bt;:rs 

formed importont routeo l'r·om tho very firot 1 ler~:oly duo to 

their height and good drainase, while the more m~rshy areas 

along tho Bay were lnr~-ely unuaed until modern industry 

could a££ord tha expense of reclaiming and rilling. 

!·low, wi tll the increased mobil1 ty providad b:~ the pr1vato 

. automobile and numerous access roads, the importance of 

these for.mer barriers, including the escarpment, has 

dwindled, and recent growth to the west and south has 

given tbe city a more balanced appearance. (~lap No. 3) 

!!ISTORY 

n1e tirat real rocord oBsettlement in the Hamilton area 

was provided when Robert Land obtained title from the Cro\vn 

to 300 acres, in 1755. At about the same time Richard 

Beasley openo~a trading post on the site now occupied by 

Dundurn Park. Others soon followed and when the first survey 

of the district wes made, in 1191 there wera 31 fsmilies in 

tho area. 

Settlement prosresse~ rather slowly, howaver, tz.:l t.il 
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' includes the Control Busine~s District of the city. After 

tho war, this ·tract bounded by the eocarpoont on the south, ~ 

Burlingt~n Bay on the north, Well1nston Street on the east, 

and JamesStreet on the weet 1 w~a surveyed as a town cite 

and named "Hamil ton". 

Strategically located even in thoee days, IIsmilton soon 

esined prominenc~ as an 1mp?rtant trading centre, and by 

1840 tbe population had reached 61 032. In 1848, Hamilton 

was incorporated ns a city with its boundaries Wentworth 

~treet on the east, Queen St.reet on the west, the Bay 

in the north, and the escarpment to the south. 

Hamilton expanded only slowly at first, but since tho 


arrival of the·. rail\my in 1853 and the setting up ot the 


steel mills, which were attracted by cheap assembly c·:>sts 


and a arow1ng market, the city has ~xpanded more re.p1c1ly. 

The cheap level land. along the llerbour, aided by the in

dustrial stimulation of two world ware, hea fUrther assisted 

Hamilton's growth eo a manufacturing centre. Companies 

expanded to catch up vdth the demands o£ a war-atarvod world, 
'•"while unsk11lea 1mmicr&nts flocked in·, finding good jobs 

in the labour-hun~ factories. 

It was exactly the Iiom11ton aroa that turnQd out to be 

· the moat tavourably locAted to gsin a larce share o~ this 

post-war growth, as it is in the main population belt of 

Southern Ontario, thua assuring itself of a large expandillJ 
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market. In addition, namil t•.:>n llaa been receiv:lng a laree 

share o~ th~ immigrants to CanAda, thus providing its
; 

t 
,. ' 	 industries with a large ·che11p labour :rorce. Thirdly, 


the new industri~s at the head o-r the Lal:e hod ro'm to 


grow, even if tho c'lnsequent encroachment upon prlt!e 


agriculturAl land has boen doplored in some quartors·. · 


Fourthly, liam11ton could boast of cheap and abundant 


-- . electric power from· nearby 1:1agara F~lo. Fif't!~ly, ~!"!er,:: 

· is plentifUl clean water ~or in~ustry av~lable fr~m nearby 

Lake Ontario. Sixthly, Hamilton had vell-eotobli~hed trons
. \ \ 

I
portation ~ac111t1os by rail, ro~~. and water, and wss 

able to 1mpr.ove them. Seventhly, Hamilton v1as otrategicslly 
. ( 

'f).-..... placed near two· areat llorth ~~!r-tcan ctr'aok routes, the 

·"~ Hud-on-Uohawk Valley in the United~ StatoQ ~nd the "rGot 

''•, . . 	 Lakes-St. taw:rence Waterway at 1ts doorstep. .Finally• one 

must consider-Iiamilton ::arbour itao~f as .a s1sn1ficant 

:factor in_: Hamil ton• s growth and importance. This 

excellent harb..our haa allowed Hamil ton to-- become the third 

largest port in Canada, in tarma of tonnage handled, 

ranking only .ti'elow Uontresl lL.~d Vancouver. 
! 

nue to these advantageous geosraphicnl ~ectore, 
. 	 ~ 

Hamilton has attrected·numerous :industries to ita a1te. 

·and has ero•n until it ranks third in eanada 
' 

in terms of 

industrial production ( ovor one billion dollars worth 

annually ), and produces more than halt of Canada's total 
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output of iron and steel, although it 1s only fifth in size. 

LAUD USE 

Uaprro. 4 clearly indicates the present land use 

pattern ot Hamilton. Industry is largely located north 

ot Barton Street and east of Ferguson Avenue, in a thick 

belt along the southern shore o~ the harbour. This 1ndustr1&1 

belt is flanked in the south by an area of commercial 

enterprises and oldor homes, largely concentrated between 

Barton and Main Streets. Stretching to the south, west, and 

east are predominately res1dent1~ areas ot single family 
' homes. 

The heavy industry o~ the city is located in the main 

industrial complex, nor'fh of Barton Street. It is here, near ~ 

the harbour that the largest ana moat of:tens1ve plants are 

round, including the blast furnaces of two 0~ the largest 

employero in the city; The Steel Company o~ Canada Ltd., 

and Dominion Foundries and Stool Ltd. Uany other large-

scale enterprises in this manufacturing belt.~ not only add 

to tho smoke 
·.,.
and round-the-clock activity of the steel 

milla, but manufacture such diverse products as far.m maoh1ner,y 

and trucks, railw~ rolling stock, automobiles, textiles, 

craneo, elevators, pneumatic tires, electronics, and soaps. 

It is here, next to the harbour 1n ·thia aroa cr1ss-cros;:ed 

with railways an~ truck routes, that the wealth of the ci"'/ 

1a created. Fortunately ~or Hamilton, nature has been kind, 
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and the prevailing w.s.w. winds allow most of the city to 


.be upwind trom this area of smoke, noise, ond record


breaking atmosphor1o pollution. 


However, thore are olao several isolated residential 

pockets north of Barton Street, that are completely 

surrounded by heavy industr.y. These areas usually consist 

of rather dingy old frame dwellings, tightly packed into 
.. 

. rows, and stained by amoka. These homes, usually considered 

unsatisfactory by today'a standard, are the remnants of ail 

earlier age when transportation was more difficult end
• 

bours of emplo1J%Jent were longer, thus forcing the labourer 

toc11ve nearer his place ot employment. 

Other scattered industries occur across the city below 

the escarpment, but ar~ mainl1 light inaustries o~ the less 

offensive variety. These factories are usua~ly located in 
conjunction with railway tracks, except for the collection 

ot plants north o~York Street, which consist largely of 

the older textiles and tobacco works. ~a other maJor 1n

.austr1al grouping occurs along the ra11W$Y lines in the 

Chedoke Vallil1,, and does contain some heavy construction 

industries besides a large Westinghouse electronics plant. 

·Except for the area north of York Street, these isolated 

. pockets ot indUstry usually occur quite inconspicuously 

along the fringes _of residential districts, consequently 

having vory little blighting effect on homes in the immet!~;·~to 

area. 
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The Central Business District of Hamilton is located 

around the King Street ond James Street 1ntersect1o'n1 in 
. . 

rather an elonsated east~west pattern. It is this area that 

1s the focus of commercial, soc1al 1 and civic lite. Thio 

"Downtown• district also ·serves as the centre for Bsmilton'a 

Public Transportation System. It.; is hare that we l"ind the 

downtown retail district with its department stores, 

specialty shops, office buildings, clubs, banks, hotels,
' 

theatres, and organization headquarters. Land values are 

generall1 higher in this district. consequently only the more 

elevated and expensive buildings can afford to lQcate here. 

· The Central Business District developed, na~urslly 

enough, in tha old core ot the city at the Junction o£ 

main routes. It woa 'from this point on the major east-west 

artery of King Street,-that James Street led north to the 

docks 1 and York Street followed the elevated Lake Iroquois 

l 
sand bar around the harbour an~ toward the provincial 

I . 
~ 

l 

cap1t~l of York. 

This downtown retail area has lately been ·.'faced w1 th 

severe comp~iti~n· from various sub-regional shopping 

centres that are geared for the private automobile. But, 

largely due to the historical inertia and capital 

investment, this downtown area still maintains its rotail 

.monopoly on specialty goods. In :f'act, the Central Bus1~1e.;s 

District is now adapti!l£ 1tself' to tlle demands of t! ..e tt.~~to

rized shopper with the result that m~re and more old 
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buildings aro being torn down to create parking facilitieo. 

Although this is hardly adding to the attractive~ess or the 

downto\~ area, it certainly makes the old city core mu~h 

. more functional. 

The :tact that this downtown area io geared to lar{·a

scale commercial activity means thot veey few people li\7e 

here. The few cramped and outdated dwelling units ror~t·in::.n.::_· 

behind and above the commercial enterprises aro now populete:.t 

by the poverty~stricken, unemployed, members of minority 

ethnic groups, and tronsients. 

Encircling this downtown ·area is a zone o~ res1dent1~ 

deterioration, especially to the north where facto~ 

encroachment has enhanced the blight'•ns effect of commerc1.~\ 

enterprise. In this zon~ are the principal sl~s of t: .e 

city, with their. ~bmerged regions ot poverty, degradat~ol'~~.;,. 

and d'iseaso. It is here also that many of the recent irr.mi

grants ·have settled, especially the Italians. 

· A second regional shopping centre was built in lQ56 en 

the grounds of the.old Jockey Club Race Track, between '::tt.c\" .. , 
Street and Ken1~wor.th Stree.t, north of Barton. This 
extens~ve site o~ 72 acres has a wide variety of retail 

storoo, and serves as a commercial centro ~or much of East 

Hamilton0 as the Central Business Diotr~ct 1tsel~ is 

decidedly offset to tbe west. Unfortunately, the cx:eatE.<· 

Hamilton Shopping Centre 1s. adJacent to the continuall;.}l 

axpandins industrial belt to the ,north, a fact which doe;e 

http:Ken1~wor.th
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not aueer too well tor the future. 

There are also continuous ribbons of commercial 

·development eXtending mainly east-west along the principal 

thoroughfares, ·namely Barton Stroet, York Street, Xinz :treet, 

!.~ain Stroot, and Concession Street on the "Mountain". There 

is also. some llmited north-sou~l development along James 

Street1 Ottawa Street, and Kenilworth Avenue. ~he s~ops in 

these commercial ribbons vary greatly in the quali t:r' and 

type of service offered, .but the maJority are local neigh

borhood shop~ with a very limited trade area. 

In a number o~ places these ribbon developments aro 

not supporting themselves. On York Street, for example, 

many ot these smal~ ohops are either "run down• or for 

sale. Side Street parking in connection with many o£ these 

shops is adversely aftectir~ tho adjacent residential 

areas. ·Many once-residential streets are now lined with 

parking meters, indicating their use as parkL~g lots, to 

the detriment ot both the environment and property values~ 

The newer sections of the city, on the other hand, are 

being served' more by highly localized shopping centres""' 
with more adequate parking facilities. 'For example, ~estdale 

has its commercial •village", while the newer areas, south 

ot Concession Stroet, on the Mountain, contain aever&l 

sbopp1ns sub-.c'ent.res. 

The intellectual focus of Hamilton is even more o~f-sQt 

to the west than the Central Buoineaa District. It is the 
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north west cor.ner of West Haoilton that not only contains 
~ 

the city's seat-of higher learning, McMaster University, but 


also contains a.Teacher•s College, and the city•s.Art 


Galler,J• The maJor reason that the University is not more 


central in ita location 1a that the institution was only 


attracted to Hamilton as recently as 1927. When McMaster 


Univ~raity transferred from Toronto at that time, the only 


desirable extensive piece of property that the city could 


offer the institution was part of the extensive acreage o~ 


the Royal Botanical Gardens in West Hamil ton. Since then, 

the University bas expanded and other institutions have b,len 

. attracted to this "prestige" location. 

Thus, in Hamilton there ara three d1f£erent and distinct 

centres of activity, all in the northern end western sectors o~ 

the city. To the nortb, along the harbour, 1e the industrial 

centre o~ liamilton. Otf'-set to the west of this is the 

Central Business Dist~iot and financial centre, while even 

further to the west is the intellectual centre of the city, 

tocused upon the University. 

The rema,_1nder of Hamilton can be claas1:fied as 
·,_ 

predominantly residential• but even 1n this category there 

is great d1ve~sity. ~1e zone ot transition, in both the 

industrial north and, surrounding the ever-expanding Central 

Business District, has already bean described. Beyond. thic 


is a zone of working men• s homes, which includes the ·~~.lrth 

•End" ( the area north of the C.N.R. tracks and waot of' 1-.::•i: 
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Ferguson Avenue railway trs.cks ), the area north of Aberdeen 

Avenue, ond moat ot the control and eastern areas north of 

Nain Street. .These aroaa largely consist of older s1r~le-
l

family homes, usually in fairly good condition. ~hese areas 

are. largely inhabited by industrial workers who have lett 

the less attractive zone of transition,· but who still desire 

to live within easy access of their work, Possibly, the older 

houses along Concession Street on the ~ountain should also 

b~ claasi~1ed in this working class area of older homos. 

·Generally, to the, south of this area are the newer 

middle class homes and some of the better older homos. 

Included· in this category are the areas south of Main Street 

East, south of Abe~~een Avenue, most ot West Hamilton, and 

f most o~ the Mountain. The~e are the residences of mor~ 

~·u highly skilled industrial workers, white oollar ..wo:rkere, andi prot'eosional people. !rhe homes are usually ·of £Ood quality1 

recent con~truct1on,· and located on more. spacious lots. 

· It should also be. noted. that these homes are 'the furthest 

removed from the obnoxious industrial no~th. 
'tr 

~a-only •e~lusive• areas of high-class homes are in 

the north-west parts of West Hamil ton flanking the Univ!,rs1ty, 

in the elevated well-drained regions below the escarpment 
~. ~ . ' 

south ofcAberdeen Avenue, and along the Mountain brow 

overlooking the city• 
. .,.. 

.1'he atr~t'1lomea along the aan4 bar which separates 
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;.; 

j 
f Hamilton llarbo~r ~om Lake Ontario, locally refered to sa 

•T.he Beach•, were formerly summer cottages for many of the 

well-to-do Ilamilton families. However, as the number and 

.size 	or industries along tha harbour to the eoutb-west 

increased, so did the smoke and harbour pollution. The ~act 

that the sand bar developed into on important rail and 

truck route hardly enhanced the attractiveness of this 

once-popular residential area. T.he houses· along "The Beach• 

have not been kept-up, and many o~ them now serve as the 

year-round residences o~ lower working-class ~am111os. 

L~ony local people, nevertheless, at11.1 traquont tho lake-side 

beaches and commero1alize4 amusement parka during the hot 

summer months. 

/ \. 

/ 
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CHAPTER II 

· INTRODUCTIO~~ 

As was indicated in the introduction, the search for 

neighborhoods first necess1tates the delineation of distirv:t 

cultural areas. These geographical areas w1ll then be invest

igated f'or social fac111tiea to determine v1hether or not they 

are neighborhoods and to wt1at degroe.they are integrated. 

Clearly the", the .first task 1a the delin-eation of 

these.homogeneo11s cultut-al units. The method employed was 

first to construct maps of various pbyeicnl and social 

.characteri~tics ot the .a1ty, ond than~·to superimpose these 

maps to observe which boundaries closely coincided. 

The indices chosen, however, had.to represent a 

meaningful cross-section of' criteria: if homogeneous terri

tories, or potent1~ neighborhoods, were to be realis~ically 

differentiated. The indices finally decided upon as 

meaningfUl wer"a; 

l. The mojor physicAl· boundarie; and maJor transportation 

arteries that might be expocted to hinder normal population 

movement and social intercourse. 

2. ~ extensive area of non-residential land use thct 

m1ght contliot with and disrupt residential patterns. 



21 

The are o-r bu1ld1nr::s vras also included to ind:lcste 

whore hottea of aimilar age and typo mey be found. 

4. The condi tt9n of l!ouses W!lS eonaidared extremely 

important as it ahowa areas where living conditions and 

envir~nmont m~ possible sroup people together. 

5. The density of dwe~linR units was included to give 

some idea o~ population donsity, and to indicate possible 

areas o~ ovorcrowding. 

6. Etlmigitu was regarded as an important index as many 

unskilled immigranto bave been attracted to Hamilton, due 

to the large post-war demand for labourers in the city. Aa 

people of like culture and nationality tend to live 

1 together, it was expected that the larger national groups
f, 


f~- might collect themselves· into distinct commun1t1os of some 

:' ~ 
r=· 

·~ 	 oianificance. 
t· 
j. 	 7. A final criteria of aogipl stratif'igation was included 

to indicate those areas that have segregated themselves 

due to differonoea 1n occupation, education, and income. 

~heae criteria were then combined to reveal cultural 

units of varyi~,degreea of homogeneity and intensity. 

The mora rol~vant aspeot~ of each ot these criteria are 

now briet17 diao~aaed. 
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PHY5!CAL BARRIERS 

The major ph.}'sical barriers within Hamil ton are the 

Bey to the north, the escarpment to the south, the Chedoke 

Valley and Cootes Paradise marsh to the west, and the Red 

Hill Creek and marshy lowland to the east • 

By and far the most important of these barriers is the 
• ;j 

Niagara Escarpment, atill o very ef£ective barrier to 

movement,.and hence to cultural unity and social inteerat1o~. 

In addition, the limited supply of water on"the ~ountsin", 

remoteness from maJor transportation linea, and difficulty 

of excavation on the hard dolmita caprock has kept inaust~~ 

t out of the area. 1'he result.._ is an almost totally residential 

district of recent construction, inhabited largely by 

middle class work~rs who commut~ da11~ to work in the older 

part of the city below. 

In the west, the Chedoke Valley effectively seperates 

the more excluaive West Hamilton from the rest of the city. 

There was very little building to the west of this barrier 

until after 1914, indicating the effectiveness of this'"" 
ravineo This partly accounts for the better housing of this 

area, since it 1e of more recent end modern construction. 

Westdalo 8 t~wevor, 1a not only separated from the rest of 

the city1 but is also effectively out off from further 

f expansion to the north and west by Oootea Paradise. 
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The Valley of the Bed IIill Creek in the east, on the 

other hand, is only now beginning to aot as a barrier. 

Expansion has only recently reached this far east, there~ore, 

the valley is as yet relatively insignificant in deali~'le 

with present population clusters. 

Tlluo 1 we oee that physical barriero ef'i'ect,ively separate 
city

the oi ty ~nto four msJor segments; the older11 proper; the 

"Mountain"; West nam1lton; and tho sparsely populated areas 

east of Red flill Creek, o-f which the last mentioned need not 
·~.} 	 concern us. 

TRAUSl'ORTATION !<lET 

l 	 A transportation- map ( No. 5 ) bas been included to show the 
~ 

"\ 

1 
t, 	 major road and rail patt·ern in Umnilton ( exclusive of 

sh!pptng ). The importance of non~woter transportation in 

Canada's third largest tonnage port is certainly enough to 

be seriously considored. For although incoming matarials 

enter 86% by water, 39%by rail, 3~ by truck, and 2X by·pipe

line; only B% of Hamilton's manufactured goods leave by water. 

while 50% leav~by rail, and 32$ by truck. In addition, 

n.ar.y thoueands of' workers con'!lLute daily to the industrial 

t 	 areas in the north, 1ncreaD11~ ~he burd~n o? main arteries 
so much that several onoe-reoidential streets now double 

as thoroughfares. 

The multi-tracked east-west c.N~B. line north of Barton 
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.street has long been recognized by planners and administrators 

as a definite botinda~ for residential areas in the north. 

lioweve~, the C.P.R. and x.n. & B. track& to the sou.th end 

west only add to the alruady offoctive ph.yaiccl b&rriers of 

the Chedoke Valley and Niagara Escarpment, except ror the 

elevated roadbed and f.rieght yards between Victoria Avenue 

and Park Street. 

It ·~,is true that railways uaulall~ do ·provide the most 

effective. trar>.aportation barriers to population movements, 

but thia eeneralized rule hoa certainly bean over-applied 

in former cultural divisions of IImnilton. ':'hurG are 

certain logical exceptions, especially where there is 

only a single ground-l~vel track across a heavily populated 

area. such as the Ferguson and Gage Avenue cross-town 

tr~cka, and the T.B. 4 B.·line south of Matn Street in Weat 

Hamilton. Instead ot aeparat1~~ two distinct cultural areas, 

the railway~~ be,and usually 1sJa uniting factor with its 

bl~ghting effect to both sides of the tracks. 

An excep,,ion also occurs 1n the "~lorth End" whore 6 

bridges cross the.C.N.R. tracks in seven blocko, hardly 

creating a barrier at all. In addition, these bridges are 

hardly long enou~~ to oer1ousl3 handicap movement. It has, 

nevertheless, been wide~· assumed that the c.~r.R. trsci:s 

between Ferguson Avenue and B83 Street &operated t!:c ~::-~rt.::. 

End from the rest ot the c1ty to to~ a distinct culturnl 
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1sland1 surrounded by water on the north and west, and rail 

way tracks on the south east. The tracks to the east defineteJ 

are a bo\Uldary as they aro flanked by industry, but tho tracks 

to the south tor.m more ot a convenient political division 

than any significant cultural boundary. In contrast, roads 

are the means ·of' contact. As such, th~y seldom :for!:t an 

effectivo barrier to social intercourse, unloss tte:; are of 

tho limited-access expressway variety, such as the ~~en 

m.1zabeth Iligh~~.Burl1ngton Day Skyway, or Hiehway 102. 

Since there are so fe'N of these l1m1t~d access h1[: ..weys 

w1thin Hamilton, the grid pattern o~ main streets is 

hardly the cultural or neighborhood pattern in discui~a, 

as the present census divisions would lead us to believe. 

A neighbor~ood, or· even a distinct cultural unit 1 ~eeda 

more meaningful criteria to delineate its boundarias t!·~a.,.l 

the present street pattern. It is easy to sympat~iz~ with 

the planner's need for small planning units with which to 

work, but why not utilize more meaningfUl cultural areas, 

rather than the present arb1tr&r.1 units that now exist? 
~. 

rrON-RESIDEHTIAL LA!!D USE 

Map No. 6 has been included as 1~ shows those areas 

of industrial, commercial, end public land that ure larce 

enough to form s1gn1f'1cant deterrents to social inteccourse. 

Of particular importance in this category ·are the 



isolated pockets of residential dwellings, north ot the c.r:.n. 
tracks, that hove been surrounded by industry. Industry 

has also providod a deterrent to free movement along Ferguson 

Avenue North and 1n the north-eaot aootion of t!·1e city 

along·Parkdale Avenue. The industrial cluster to the 

no'rth of York Street on the ~ther hand, is hardly dense 

enough to for.m a definite barrier, but it does have a 

blighting effect upon the area. Tho small pockets of industr,y 

along the Chedoke Valley only.aupplement the ravine and rail

·~ zracks, already e~feotive barriers. 
·! 
i 

'} 

Of' the commerc~al areas, only tho Downtown area, cr.d 

the ~reater Uamilton Shoppine Oenter ( between Otta\Va Stroot 

and Kenilworth Street, n~rth o~ Barton),
' 

are large enough 
. 

to provide formidable barriers to social 4:ntercourse. 

Most or the remaining commercial areas in the city are 

h~rdly extensive enough to form e:t:tect1ve barriers. In fact, 

those neighborhood shops may prov1d.e more o~ a s.ooial and 

cultural nu~l/tban ~ real barrier to social movea:ent. 

This 1s c~nly true of the Westdale, York Street, Jamea 

Street North, 'end Barton Street commercial areas-where many 

neighborhood shops only serve tho 1mmed1ate adJacent area. 

The parks and public open spaces of Hamilton are hardly 

large enough in most cases to form significant barriers to 

population movements, except where they are in odi'itjon t·o 

prominent physical barr.iers, euoh as tho aformentioned Chedoke 

Valley, Cooto's·Parad1ao 1 Niagara Eaoorpment. and Rod 1!111 

Creek 
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aowever, tto Chodoke Oolf' Club 1 Victoria Park• ~!lt;e 

Prrc\. ~ and possibly Scott Park are large enough t~J :form 

distinct land use breaks that could disrupt social patterns. 

Of the 1nat1tutions only McMaster University, tt.e 

Ontario Hoopital on the ~untain, and possibly Prince 

Philip School in West Hamilton, have large enough grounds 
priJwJoiJ~ 

to"borri~rs. 

Thus, an examination of non-residential land use i3 

valuable in t~~t it clearly indicates where. distinct cu1tural 

units may be expected to arise due to isolation, such a~ 

the small residential pockets surrounded by industry in the 

north. This map also gives some idea where cultural 

boundaries m~ occur due to the increased difficulty in 

maintaining social connections aoross larse areas of non

residential land. 

AGE OF BUILDINGS 

A map of ~rban growth was included in the general 

background chapter and should be referred to again at t~ is 

point.. ~-

The age of buildir~s is considered relevant as it 

provides a readily available, a.ltho~gh approximate1 crit0rion 

o:r environmental conditions. ':Chis criter~on o-£ ega r.-:u~t 

be applied with care, however, as it does not allow r~r 

differences in the maintenance of bu11CWnga, and t: .e c:u::llity 
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of construction in theao arona. In addition, continujng 

urban ero\vth allows nn almost 1n:r1n1te potto·rn of ago of 

bu1ldins boundaries deponding upon the selectod years. 

·Thus, tho boundarieu ~hcv.'n on tho urban crowth mnp are 

not to be considered hard and fnst, but only to indicate 

in general the location of relatively older and newar districts. 

From the map the original core of the cit3, cent~ed on 

the intersection of King Street and James Street, is 

cle·~rly diacemable. In foot, in 1847, most of tho city's 

buildings were along exactly thea~ t,.vo streets. 

By lilOO, the cit)" had expanded alm~st equally to tl:u . ' 

east and west ot the original city site. Development wc3 
halted abruptly for a time, by the Chedoke Valley in the 

west,. but expansion to the east continued, espeaial~y 

along Barton Street ~~d Main Street, the major arteries 

before 1900. Commercial buildingo also extended north 

along Wentworth Street to the harbour. It is in this older 

area, conotruoted before 19001 thai: moat of the slums and 

problem areas of the city are f'ound. 

The next ~4 years were "boom" yoars for Hamil tori 1I "'',I 

I 
and expansion previous to World War I was exceptionally 

rapid. This growth, however, was almost exclusively to the 

east. Some limited expo.nsion did occur to the vtest of' tho 

I Chedoko Valley ~long Kine Street, to the south of Abe ···d0on 

Avenue,, and on the Mountain along Concession Str(;:ot. IJ.'here 

was also eome residential expansion to the north. 
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By 1939• expansion had reached as far eaot as Strathern 

Avenue, end as far south as Fer..nol Avenue on the !tountsin. 

Most of the "Beach was also built up, as ·was much o~ West 

Hamilton. 

The 1957 boundaries clearly indicate that the city-has 

experienced a tremendous post-war "building-boom". ·n1e great

es~ amount of this recent growth hos taken place in the 

East-End and on the Mountain• but some "filling-out" has 

occurred in West 1Iam11ton as well. It is apparently to\vard 
anJ 

the eastflsouth that fUture expansion is expected to con

tinue, as ~amilton has recently expropriated la~ge amounts 

of' land 1n these airactions. 

CONDITION OF HOUS:ES 

A~more valuable and valid criterion of environment is 

provided by the Condition of Houses Map ( No. 7 ) 1 which 

is a,product not only of age, but maintenance and type of 

building in addition. T.his map io a simplified modification 

of the 1959 Urban Renewal condition of property studi• 

( See Appendix I~~or methodology and classification ). 

The results of the s~udy showed that over 75% of the 

buildings in the ~1ty are in a sound state, boincrs in tr•e 

excellent and good categories, while less t!~n 25% sre in 

i::.tcodiate need of repair, rehabilitation, or redevelop·tJ3t t.. 

This is possibly not so much s reflection of better ho~sing 

star1dards in Hamilton as 1 t is a product of the tremenC:.)US 



post-war "boom". Most of these suburban houses ·recieve 


an automatic excellent rating due to their recent construction. 

The most conspicuous areas of ~excellent housing"are 

newer se·ations, such ae Westdale, the area south-east of the 

Delta,·and most of the Mountain areav The large area of 

recent construction north of Main Street and east of Kenil 

worth Avenue only recieved a "good" rating due· to the large 

number of pre-fabricated wartime houses ·.·in the district. 

Some of the older areas in the"excellent" category are the 

Aberdeen District, the Sherman Avenue South area, and a 

small area between King Street and _Ma-in Street east of the 

Delta. It might be hypothesized that these areas of 

excellent housing would attract a relatively more prosperous 
-

class of people, and that they might develop their own 

;; cult-qral unity • 

Much the same could be argued for the areas of sub

stand~rd ~ousing in the wpoor to fair~ categorye In these 

concentrations of substandard housing, people of a lower 

economic class might tend to gather together in poverty .. 

These areas are not only found in the older sections of the 

afty where they'""might be expected, but also along railways 

snd near industry in some of the newer are.as o 

The major concentrations of ~fair to poor" housing 

oecur in the northern part of the ~orth End"p the north

west York Street area, an area along part of the T,H. & B. 
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. " Railway. an .area to the east ot... Ferguson Avenuo, tr-~o :herman 

-Barton district, .an area along th!l Gage Avenue re.il-w·1ay, 

and several pockets along and-north of the C.N.R. line. 

The small area. ~f poor housing on the l\;~ountain is largely 

the result of ola building~. and overcrowded conditions, 

while on the Deach Strip it i& ·significant to notice tL.st 

the poorer housing la on the polluted western side next to 

the harbour. 

The remaining· 30% o·£ the buildings are classified as 

"good" and are spread throughout ·the city._ They include 

older houses 1n good repair and the ~ore economical newer 

homes of modest dimensions. Most of the houses in tL.is 
·• Tcategory, however, were constructe~ prior to ~orld -~ar , • 

and consequently occur in the older sections of tho cit:. 
··I i. . 

This area ot "good" housing is largely a·transitional 

zone between areas of excellent and substandard conditions~ 

Consequently, the condition-of-houses boundary can hardly 

be expectod to coincide exactly with the boundaries o£ 
. 

neighborhoods or even cultural areas. 

~-

:D~!Ekl.I!IG UNIT DENSITY 

··4-iap No. 8 shows the density ot~ Uamil ton •s dwellinL. 

units in 1059 and has been included not only to indicate 

population dens1ty, but also to illustrate tho valid~ t~/ of 

the sampling system used to plot ethn1o1·ty and so·~ial 

stratification. ( See Appendix II ) 

'
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The City Assestrrr.ent Depwtnent f1etn~es for 195?-t: S~.iOW- , . 

tLa total numba~ of dwolline unito. as 64.023. Of thio 

total, 51,828 _( 81% ) ~ere deteohod hou~es; 7,204 ( !1% ) 

were apartment suites; 2, £'05 ( 5% ) \'!ere apartner~to '.!i th 

coitmercial···premisea; and 2,078 (3%) were auplex suitc.s. 

This msp also ineicnteo wllare noigllbr>rL.c.Jc~ or C\;·1tural 

units mQY be moro intense, due to a concentr&tion ane proximity 

of .dwelling Wlits. eonversely, where the d\"tellinE, units are: 

more scattered, cultural units might tend t:J bo more ;;;rea~~

out, larger in area, and possibly· more loosely knit t.;fcther. 

~he .densi.ty of population, however, is not cirec·tly 

represented by the density of dwelling units, as cert..... in 

ethnic and religious groups have larger :families than the ::~...;l.l t 

average, while come of' the younger couples in the newer 

surveys tend to have fewer children. 

The low number of dwellins units in the downtown are~ 

attests to the sparce permanent population of the Cor.n:ral 

Business District. ~e dense population clusters to the 

south and west of this relatively empty area are house:.::: ir: 
~ 

rooming houses and apartments, which are common in ths ~r0t~ 

n1a remainder ot the city has a more even distribution of 

dwelling units, with ~1e pattern becoming more dispersac ~n 

• 	 1957 figures were used in order to correspond wi tL ~ .. .,;. 

older city bound.a:ries uaed in this report, previot.f' ·~j 


the annexations o-£ Barton and Saltfleet Townships"' 
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the nowar suburbs. 

1:'T~1'~'·TI·f"!' ~~ot~t;-.u ...... ...., \ilJ;\ _;so· .., 

Ethn1city was included in this study, as it i.o usually 

considerod normal tor people of like culture ~~d nationnlity 

to 11ve 1n ~lose p:r'lximi ty. · Thus, ethn1c1 ty migt.tt bo the 

basis for the .tormulo.tl<>n of distinct cultural units, ·;lith

in which t'hese groups maintain their O\m culturnl trai tn 

and oustons. ( Sea Appendi~ III ) 

IUD1lton with its demand for loboure~s has attracted 

.immigrants from m~ countries. ( See Teblo No. 1 ) 

Tablo !-1o. 1 

Source ... 1951 Census of Canada 

Population of Iiam1lton by Origin 

Orisin NumbeJ! % o:r ~·otal 
British Isles· 140, ?45~::· 57.56 
Italian 9,111 4.41 
Polish 8,217 3.94 
French-Canadian 6, 77),. 3.25 
iJkrnnian 6,~01 ..~__.. 0",.. 
German 5,481 2.62t' 

:;ethorlancln '2, 637 1.22 
Jewish 2,395 1.15" Scandinavian 1,389 0.66 
Russian 1,035 0.4.9 
Other Europeana 11,148 5.35 
Asiatic 1.485, . 0.71 
Total 20~,321 lOO.CO · 
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Even in 1951 there were a largo number of immigrants in · 

Hamilton, and these ranks have swelled since. Theae later 

in~i~ranta were attracted not only by tho promioo of jobs 1 

but oloo by the cosmopolitan nature o-r Hamilton itself'. 
Some o:C tho lar4~ar groups such as the Italians, j")olioh, . 
Gerreans. and Ukranicno might be exp~cted to forrrJ theu1sel ves 

into diotlnct areas, pooeibly noi .._:--lJ.borhoocJ.s. 

The Saleatod Ethnic Groups A:ap (NQ. 9) ehows tLa moro 

sienifican·t eapecta or sever·al o'f the larger eth.nie t•;roups. 

The concentration of etlmio peoples from Sherman Avenue t~ 

Ottawa Street ahowa up quite distinctly. Ethnio concentra

tions are alao· quite hish in ma~f o:t the isolated roside!'l 

tial ·pockets .north of the C.N.R.· tracks, in the North ~1d 1 

James Stroet Hort:1 area and in the area north of York Street. 

On the other hand, very fow ethnic cases occur in Westdale, 

and in the queen Street..Aberdeen Avenue area. These are 

almost exclusively Anglo-Saxon areas. On the I~ountain 

· 	 Anglo-S~xon are atill prominent, but there,are also a 

.large number o'f etl~ic: peoples. 

Of' the majo~, ethni•l groupo~ only the Italians, Polish, 

.an~ Ulcranian groups etend out, v.r1th the Baltic and German 

people sl1owing oome minor concentrations. . The smallor 

ethnic ·ar~upa do not show ~' s1~1if1oant ooncentration, 

p~aaibly as thore are n~t· enou0ll caaea to show on a fiv~ 


percent random aample. 




Hamilton had only 5,000 Italians at the start of ~~~1orld 

'•Var I!. Since the end of the war, however, an estimated 

18,000 Italians have arrived in Hamilton to swoll tho 

earlier communities. It is tho poorer Southern and rural 

Itali.sns tlJat bave dominated this immigration picture v1i th 

over 75% o~ the total. 

The Italians settled in the northern ports of tl•e city 
., 

not only to be near their labouring jobs, but also for 

protection fro~ the alien city which, in the esrly days, 

discriminated against them. As can be o~served, discrimina

tion o~. this sort has fallen before the avalanche of 

immigration and the power of the dollar. 

It is always easier for a newcomer to live among people 

o'f his own eulture and language. For this reason, many 

;of the Ital1an immigrants go directly to the Italian 

communities where they are more likely to receive friend

ship and sympathy. 

T.be Italians have their own churches; St. Anthony's 

in the Sherman Avenue area, and All-Souls in the James 

Street North 'district. T.bero are qlso many Italian social,, 
clubs, two Italian movie houses, and many small banks, stores, 

·'I 

and restaurant& which advertise• "Qui s1 parla Italiano". 

~any Qt the second generation and newlyweds, howe~er, 

ore moving out from the ,old centres, especially into croas· 

east of the Delta C tlle intersection of King Stroet and 

Ua1n Street ), and onto the Nounta1n. Moat couples are in 



search of better homes outside the older e~eas, end a better 

environment for their childron1 oven it it means sacrificing 

m~ny social amenities for the parents. The fact that the 
.

Italians can move treely into the newer middle clAss sre~s 

sho\vs the folly of the old :myth stating that ethnic groups 

in present-day Hamilton are discriminated against, and ·sre 

forced to live in •ghettos". The ~act is that economic 

rather than·sociol barriers prevent Italians end other 

ethnics from living where they please. In addition, m~ 

of the newcomers and the older generation do not wish t~ move 

away from_the com~ortable cultural amenities and social 

contacts established in the olaer neighborhoods. Thus 

the Italians are not forced·to live together, but choose 

to live together. 

As a group, the Italians are not assimilated into 

Canadian life aa fast as most other ethnic peoples, and 

often .s~1ow very 11ttle desire for such ess1m1lat1on. 

_This study shows ( ~aps llo. 14 and 15 ) that the Italions 

have a greater number and variety of their own social 

institutions tl~ any other·ettmic group.
""'-. 

It is, therefore, important to consider people o~ 

Italian descent _when formulating distinct culdlura1. orano. 

~ven m.eny of the upper clasc, or prof'essional Itoliana, hav-e 

their homes as well as their or~~ices ir. ·t!!e att-.nic corr.-:-t:l'~t . 

itael~, poaoibly 1nd1catine that ethn1c1ty o:tton outpul!$ 
v 
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class differences among the Italians. 

· The only other ethnic group which exhibits a mojor 

cqnoentration is the Polish. The most significant group

ing is found to tb~ north and wast ot Scott Park. There 

are also Polish concentrationo betvtoen Kine Street and 

}i!ain Street, just west of the Delta, and two lesser 

concentrations south of Main Stroot and east of Oaga Park • 

Unlike the It.al1ans, who 11ve in tl.e •:fair to poor 
.. 

and "good" houses, tbe Polish usually live 1n better housing 

areas ( .sood to.ver,y good). T.he most intense concentrations,
• 

ho\vever, are in the poorer districts. As with many of the 

Italians, the more prosperous the Polish, the fUrther away 

from the· poorer districts they live. They m~ maintain some 
~ . 

tios with the old etbrl1c neighborhoods, but they live in a 

~igher class district. Thus, it is the lowo~ class Polish 

p~ople and recent immigrants that live in the etlmic 

community, while·the more prosperous use their incraased 

wealth as a social lubricant to aid mobility. 

1he ethnic awareness o~ Polish people in all walks of 

li~e is, neve,theless, very intense end gives rise to tLe 

many Polish social institutions found along Barton Street~ 

.Closer inspec~ion of ~hese institutions r.eveals· that they 

are presently located to the west. of the maj9r Polish 

concentration, ··indicating that a m~gration has taken place, 

with the Polish community being gradually disjblaced to the 
~ 

~: 
:t;· 

east by the more numerous Italians. The more permanent 

j 
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! Po11sh institutions, such as the church, have remained in 
:1 
I,; the original nieghborhood setting in the Barton Stree.t
~ 

Sherman Avenue district, while the centre of Polish 

populotion has mi~ated slightly east. Further evidence 

o~ this displacement 1s given by the recent construction of 

a new Polish Church between Barton Street and Cannon Street, 

Just west of Strathear.n Avenue. 

~us, we seo that the two largest ethnic groups in the 

city have segregated themse~ves into concentrations with 

their· own institutions. One·might therefore tentatively 

conclude that othnicity spawns cultural units if' the group 

is large enough. 

An exception to this general tendency is provided by 

the Germans. Germans. appear almost everywhere, with no 

single large concentrat1on.anywhere. ~ere are very few 

German ins~itut1on~, and even these are scattered. Two 
• 

German churches. ( German Baptist and Luthern ) are in 

Westdale, and a third on Cumberland Avenue, while the 

Germani& Club is located on King Street East. Thus, it 

appears that th~_Oormans are integrated into ~orth American 

culture very quickly. Possibly. the Germans, who are £rum 

an 1ndustr1~ country, can adjust to our technical society 

more easily, and have less difficulty learning Ene].ish. 

Due to ~1oir technical training, in adeition, they usually 

qualitY for more highly skilled and better psyin~ jobs, t~d 

thus more quickly aquire wealth and social mobilitJ. 
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The heaviest concentrations, if any Gortran concentration 

.;:. 
in Hamilton can be called heavy, are on oither side of 

Wentworth Street aouth of Barton, and along Dundurn Streat 

north of Aberdeen. the Germans are also found in conjunc

tion with the Polish in several areas, forming many German

Polish pockets. 

As mentioned in Appendix III, however. the method or 
surname analysis does not allow for accurate differentia

tion of: Germans trom German-Je\vs. ~is fact may account 

not only for some of the German-Polish pockets ( united by 

an over-riding common religion ), but also for the small 

but highly concontrate4 ethnic pocket in West Hamilton, 

west of Highway #102. But, even includine these suspected 

Jewish areas, however, tne Oermans are less e~1nically 

orientated than any other large national group of non

English speaking immigrants. 

·· The Ukraniana are mainly concentrated between ~ain 

.street and Cannon Street, south--east of Scott Park. Smoll 

minor concentrations are also .found to the west of Ken1l

\Vo:rth Avenue along llain Street, and nonth of the Italian 

c: communi ttY 1n tho 1-Iorth End. 

Although ·~the major .Ukrt:lnien concentration is sollth

east o~ Scott Park, their greatest mumber o£ ethnia institu

tions are on Barton Street eaot of Sherman Avenue. Near. 

this intersec·tion are located two Ukrahian Orthodox Churches 
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and numerous other Ukrrinian institutiona. This indicates 

an eastward displacement or the people ~rom their original 

area, probably ag31n due to pressure from the rapidly grow

ing ·Italian community •• The foct that the new Ukranian 

centre is on Parkdale Avenue also sllowo the 1nareas1ne ten

dency tor the Ukr~ians to movo east, rather than to the 

Uountain or Weot End. 

The only other group larse enough of form itself into 

a~ kind of ethnic concentration comprises the Baltic 

peoples. O"t·the combined Latvian, Lithuanian, end Estonian 

groups, only two areos of above average concentration stand 
I 

out. ~e larger grouping is located just south of ~a1n 

Street between Wellington Street and Ooge Avenue, while a 

second area is located between Quee~ Street and Bay Street 

from King Street to Aberdeen Avenue. The larser area does 

support its own church 9 but there are verJ few other in

stitutions, possibly indicating that~ the group is not 

intense enough, or large enough, to support a wider range 

of ethnic institutions. 

Like the 9er.mans, the French-Canadians are found almost 

eve~where, except in Weotdale and other upper class areas, 

~he French..Canadians integrate qu_ite well, aa most who 

migrate to Bamil:ton in search of: Jobs are usually bi-lintual. 

Of the Czechoslovakian, Hungarian., Dutch, and Ruo.;;ian 

peoples, no particular concentration stands out that \Yot:·;.. 1 

indicate a cultural uni t 1 although a Russian and a Hun, .c< _ tU1 

"""· 
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Church are located in the city. 

Other small, but cortainly aware, eroups that have not 

beon recorded separately are the Armenians, Croatians, and 

Serbians. These people have their ovm churches, cornxruni ty 
.. 

centres; and social institutions, which tend to exagerrate 

· 	 the size of the groupo involved. T!-J.oae areas ( between Caze 

Avenue and Ottawa Street along the c.N.R. tracks ) do stand 

out as areas whero mixed ft.hnic liWQUps predominate. 

Al thou_gh 'there are many eth·.nic groups represented on 

the Mountain, none have their own institutions there, possibly 

indicating weuer ethnic connections, and more intense class 

consciousness. Apparently when they inove onto the ltountain, 

people seem to leave their ethnic1ty behind. Thus, while 

e:thn.icity is a strong force in lower class areas bel,\Y t~~e 

escarpment, 1t has little value as a unifYing factor above 

it. 

SOCIAL STRATIFICATIO!l 

"' 
Social stratification 1s considered relevant as di~erent 

soc1o~econom1c classes tond to live together, create parti 
',_ 

:! 
·~ 

cular habits, and form certain attitudes. The generalized 

Blishen classification of occupation and education-gives a 

realistic cr1ter1Dn ot status that can be used to divide the 

people into categories of predominantly upper, middle, end 

i 
~ 

lower class, CSee Appendix IV )i 
t ~· 	 ~e outat~~d1ng feature o~ the Social Stratification
!I Map ( No. 11 ) ia the predominance of lower and lower
-~ 



>le below the escarp~,ent, .and midr1le and 

Ja · people on the tiountain. The areos of 

upper-anaupper-Jhiddle classeo are mainly in Westdale, 

along Aberdeen Avenue, and along the "lLountain Bro·w". 

l~am1lton is predominantly a city of waee earners and 

labourers and consequently has a heavy lower and lower
. ' 

middle class structure.( See ~able No. 2 ) 

~-------------------~-------
Table No. 2 


Source - 1951 Census of Canada 


Employment Structure of Hamilton 


Occupation Males Fornales Total %"
Managerial 5,975 651 6,62t> 7 
Professional 4,704 .2,64? 7 351 0 
Clericol S GZS 7,466 13:421 14 

'l~r,:anufacturing 2s:2s1 6,~12 32,160 ._~ ....... 
a~,Construction 12;727 ' v 13,S64 14 

cTransportation 4,656 28 4,684
Service 8.544 7.472 16,016 18 

~ 

-
Total 6S,S45 26,280 95.125 100 

-------------- ... -------------- 
The lower class areao 1 mostly in the north, are usually 

aroas blighted by heavy transport, older buildings, and 

commercial and industrial oncroacr~ent. These are often 

ar0as of substandard or poorer housing. These arG predominantly 

Italian areas, as the Italians have the lowest class ratines 

of ~~Y group in the city. Those lower class are~~. however, 

ore largely ethnic districts even where Italians do not 

predominate. 



.The lower-middle cle.so aroas are in tho North End, along 

the T.H. &B. railway, and in· much of tho east end o~ the 

city, with large sectiona on the f-lountain, The North End 

is characterized by older homes that have deteriorated, es 

has much of the aroa soutb of.· Concession Street on the 

Mountain. ~he Upper Wentworth Streot~Mohawk Road area. how

ever, is a district o·t newer homes, but of cheapor construc

tion. Tho large area of lower-m1d4le class people in the . 

east end is a ~istrict characterized by wsrtime houaing. 

The m.iddle ·class areas below the escarpment usually 

contain "good housing", while the newer areas· above it are 

. otton clasai~ied. as"excellent" housing districts. 

In the areas nort11 of Aberdeen .Avenue, middle class 

families reside in larger old houses which have boon divided 

into apartments. In Westdale, it is the older area of 

smaller houses bli~ltad by the ~.H. &B. tracks that is a 
. 

middle class district. 
' 

Tho upper-middle class are found in an area east of the 

Delta south ot Main Street, in an area from Cage Avenue to 

Victoria Avenu~south of King Straot, in the Dundurn Street

Aberdeen Avenue district, in parts of Westdale and ·.~~est . . 
Hamilton, and in an area along the Mountain Brow. These 

are l~rgely areas of wexcellent" housing, except for the 

area west of Go.ge Perk, which is only classif'ied as "good•• 
~ 

housing. However, in this latter district, the houses sre 
~~ 

J 
~ 

both large and well maintained. 

i 
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:'he upper class areas are in north-west Westdale, tl~e 

Bay Street-Aberdeen Avenue district, and alo11g the =~~ountain 

Bro\v. Those aro areas of predominantly professional people,: 
living in °GXCellent" houses. 

The Central Business d13triot has not been claa31fied 1 

as not enough people of any class live there. ~Qny of 

i 
::~ 

thoso that 4o live in the Central Business Diotrict aro 
~ 

j transients, and as such could not be reoordod in this study.1 

Thus, a study of the social strstit1aat1on o~ r:~_ilton 

reveals that the lower and lower-middle class oroas, lareoly 

composed ot industrial labourers, are in the "poorer" 

housing districts of the north• On the other hand, t!.o 

white collar workers are usually found in the middle and 

lowor-middle class areas. The greatest proportion o£ 

profesaio~al men are in Westdale, and the Aberdeen Avonue

n~ Streat areas. 

It was also foun4 that members of the upper classes 

are mainly Anglo-Saxon, while the lovroct are normally 

composed of members o-r non-English speaking groups, especially 

the Italians. 

~1ua, tho""'·stu~ of social stratification indicatoa tl~e 

presence of distinct areas of s&cio-economic simil~ity, 

which may provide the basia for cultural areas. 
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CULTURAL AREAS 

Uep No. 12 superimposes the three cain criteria for 

determ~in0 cultural arons, ( ia. Condition of Housing, 

Ethnic Concentration, and Social Strati~1cat1on ). Jhere 

the boundary lines coincide, they onal~se cultural units. 

~here ~1e boundary lines overlap, they indicate areaa. of 

conflicting influences. This may occur, for example, vth.ere 

class consoiousnesa overcomes ethn1c1ty in a fringe area. 

By referring to ·the other indices, such as the density of 

dwelling units, and the various barriers to social move

ment, it'io posD1ble to divide the city into cultural units. 

It is significant that the most distinct areas are geogrcph

ically isolated. 

It was found in comparing the various indice~ that 

the. condition Cf housing boundar.1 coincided closely with 

social stratification boundary, but that ethnic cor~conti•nti;.):.s 

frequently oroased boundar1es ot both class and of conditio~ 

of housing. Ethnici ty was only en important unifying force 

in the lower class areas. 

The areas wfie~e bound~ linea do not coincide exactly, 

but overlap in indecisive patterns, may mean either 

1. that those are fringe areas ot contrasting cultural 

2. that two distinct groups aro united by an additional 

factor. 

For example, the Polish people around Scott Park live in 
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close proximity to oach other, but in addition stratify 

themselves into their respective class areas. The 

boundaries, therefore, appear to outline. conflicting 

cultural areas, one based on ethnicity, and another 

according to social class. It is obvious, however, that 

although ethnioity is a strong foetor, class consciousneos 
. . is usually a more powerful uniting force • 


By combining the seven indices previously dincusDed 


in this chapter, Hamilton dividoo itsolf into tho 46 


cultural aroaa found on Map No. 13. Soma of the ~oro 

geoeraphically 1solatod cultural areas will obviously bear 

a resomblance to corresponding census tracts and planning 

districta, however, great differences do appear in the 

more populated central s.ectione o~ the city. ( Sea Appendix 

j V tor map of Census r.ractG and Proposed Districts ) 
·~j With neither the etr~1c or social stratification 

i criterion available until no\v, tl1e city was formerly 
~ 
.~ d~vidod 111to arb1trary edministrative and plsnnine ·units 
~ 

~ with too much weight given to political boundaries, and 

I the street pattern. The :fact :f.s that most of the hon;o

1 geneous population ·clusters pay \racy little attention to 
i 
.~ 


~ the communicat'aon pattern, or to the census tracts. 

~ 

For too long planning and population sampling districts 

have been auspiciously regular, and .geometrically neat, 

when they actually should have been realistically irrecular 

and culturally mean1ng:t'ul. 



CHAPTER III DESCRIPTIO~; OF CULTURAL AREAS 

In this chapter each of the 46 cultural areos already 

determined will be briefly analysed and described. The 

major unifYing characteristics of these areas will be alsj 

mentioned whenever they exist. Tho location of each of 

cultur~ areas can be found by referring to Map_No. 13. 

Local or pre-existing names have been used whenever possible, 

but for the most of these newly established areas, new names 

have had to be coined. 

The cul turol areas fall into 6 main districts; :·:est 

Hamilton; the Old City Centre; the Olc1er Central end South

ern Fringes; the Northern Areas; East Hamil ton; and t~,e · 

SECTIOU A 4ii; WEST 1-IAMILTO!,t 

This section west of the Chedoke Valley includes 

cultural areas 1, 2, 3, and 4. Most. of the homes here 

have been const~cted since World WaX;" I, resulting in a 

newer and better planned residential area. West Hamilton 

is also the cultural focus of the city. 

~~o. 1 - Oazs StriR 

This is an isolated ares of •excellent" housi~~ to the 

west of ~cMaster University. The area is an exclusive upper 

class ros1dent1ol. district predominantly of Je,'lish people· .. 

Heavy transportation routes, such as Main Streot ( Hi£ht-"~. : 
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# 9 ) and Highway • 1021 only fUrther isolate thie ••cul tu~:~a.l 

island.. from the rest of Weet IIamil ton. 

1-!o. 2 - Ainslie Wood 

An "excellent" residential area of newly constructed 

h~mes and apartment buildings. T.he residents of this area 

are predominantly of U1e upper-middle class. Anglo~Saxons 

predominate, although members' of various etlmic groups are 

numerous: close to the escarpment. Th1a area has been 

largely united by social claos, and differs from the rosidon

tiel areas to the east in both age and condition of housing. 

No, 3 ... mnorson 


An area of cheaper ond sl1ghtl1 older houses that sre 


only classified as "good". The T.u. &B. Railway, which 


runs through the middle ot this d1stric;t. has a slight 


blighting effect and additionally hinders the area from 


becoming a t1rst-c~ass residential area • Consequently. 


this area has the lowest socio--economic rating 1n West 


Hamilton, with moat o~ 1ts residents belonging to the 


middle class. 


No. 4 - Westdale 
" 
A larger cultural area consisting of predominantly 

'("excellent"· housing. ~he area does consist ot two social 
_) . 

classes ( an upper class area to the west, and an upper

midcle class area to tb.e east along the valley ) • but c&n 

be considered as a single cultural area on all other co~nts. 
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.1estdnle originated aa a plar~ed community, with its own 

centrally located commercial core called "The Village". 

This human factor. p~us the isolating effect of the surround

ing terrain, largely accounts for the distinctness of the 

area ~oday. Although predominantly An~o-saxon, there is 

a· small Jewish section south ot Main Streot. 

SECTIOT'! D .. THE OLD CITY 

~is section includes most of the city surrounding the 

Central Business District that was built previous to 1900. 

Included aro cultur~ oreaa 5, 8, 7• a, ll, 12, 13, 15, and 

15. As might be expected, this zono of older houses in 


transition contai~s most of the bli~lted sections of the 
. . 
city. Over-crowding and. sub-standard housing conditions ere 

common eve~~here. 

t!o. 5 .. York 

Situated immediately north o£ tbo Central Business 

District, the York Street district presents a c~mplox 

pattern. Not only 1a there a zone of trans! tion next t ~ 

the Central Bua~ess District, but unattractive industrial 

buildings have long since added to tho general decline of 
/,I. 

) t!us area. Moat of ~1e eastern section of this area is 

otf'icially zoned for industry • which only further encouro.;.t;s 

the deterioration ot the area, and apathy of the residents. 

In the western half, especially along York. Street, 
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unattractive commercial ribbon development and commercial 

overzoning has much the same blighting ef~ect as industry 

fUrther east. Heav,y traffic along York Street only adds 

noise and confUsion to an already bad situation. 

This area is not only united by overcrowding, 

substandard housing conditions, and· general blight, but 

by social, economic, and ethnic reasons as well. Italians 

predominate 1n this area, which has one of the lowest socio

economic ratings 1n the ci~. T.bua, the York Street cultural 

area.is one largely united by negative factors, such as 

poverty and blight. 

No. 6 - Locke 

T.he Locke Street area 1s also an area of substandard 

housing, mostly in the ~poor• oategor,y. It is the T.H. & 

B. Railway open cut through the middle of the district that 

has caused the general decline. The heavy and unattractive 

industries tn tho Chedoke Valley tmmed1ately to the west, 

however, .are a further detriment to the residential status 

of this area. In addition, most of tho cheaply constructed 

working men's houses here are now at lea~t sixty ye~rs old, 

resulting in a general unattractiveness due to shabby and 

deteriorating dwellings. The area is predominantly a low 

claas district, but a small middle class area does exist 

in the south-west. 

no. 7 .. Stnnlex 

. Th1a area can 1n many ways be considered as a tranci 
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-tion area bet\veen the blighted Locke Street district to 

·the north, and the better upper clasa areas to the aouth of 

Aberdeen Avenue. 

Cultural area No. 7 consists m_ainly of "good" hous

ing, with its residents belonging either to the middle or 

upper-middle class. A fUrther unitYing factor is that a 

slight Oer.man etl1nic concentration exists in this area. 

r!o. 8 ... Old South '•Vest" 

A1though located in one of the older sections o-£ the 

city, this area still contains mostly "good• quality 

housing. Pockets ot dilapidated housing, however, can 

be found adjacent to the T.H. &B. Railway tunnel. where 

the noise and rumbling from the subway have a oliaht 

blighting effect. Largely due to the desirability of 

constructing upon the elevated Lake Iroquois sana bar, 

this area was f'ormerly an elite residential area. The 

larger and more substantially constructed homes have 

easily withstood the ravages of time, and are still 

classified as ··good", er even "excellent• tod~. 

The foct'"tbat the T.I'l. & B. Railway cuts across the 

area has probably protected the southern section from 

being encroached upon, and consequently blighted, by 

the Central Business District. In addition, no major 

traffic arter..ies cross the southern two-thirds of" this 

elevated region, which only enhances its desirability 

as a residential diatric·t. 
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The residents of this a·roa, however, are no longer 

of the upper class, but belong predominantly to the lower

middle class, giving riae to the hizh incidence of converted 

multi-unit dwellings and apartment buildings in the area. 

TlliS results in an extremely high dwelline unit density, 

with some of the most extensive site coverage in Hamilton 

found 1n this area. Consequently, lack o~ open space and 

off-street parking ara the major problems o£ this area. 

Although the •old South West" area is pradom1ncr~tly 

} 
'· 

Anglo-Saxon, there is ~ heavier than normal concentration 
·~\ 

.;· 
~ 

of Baltic peoples located here. 
~· 

No. 11 ~ BAYside 

Bayside is a low class.area of subatenaard hou~in~ 

along the harbour to the north. Although the houses here 

are less than sixty years old1 the area has been largely 

~ blighte4 by the heav.y traffic that uses Bay Street and 
:·~ 

Burlington Street. T.h1a area has also been adversely 

affected by the official zoning of most ot.this district 

for industrial use. Although Anglo-Saxons predominate,
' . .there 1s a concentration o~ lower class Ukranian peoples 

in tbis northern section of "poor• housing, 

rTo • 12 .. James Italian 

Th1s cultural area includes tho district on both sides 

of the C.N.B. tracks in which Italians of the lov;er-:z:.i{~.::le 

class predominate. ~his is largely an area of "goo.:~-
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ho\ising, except in the south, where a blighted zone of 

transition exists due to the expandins commercial and 

wholesale activities of the Central Business District. 

The area is also· traversed by James Stroet and John Street, 

two heavily used major traffic arteries. 

Although the old row houses with their small :front 

and rear yards leave much to be des1red1 the area is well 

served with good shopping, educational, social, ·and church 

facilities. ~he lack of industrial encroachment here, 

further enhances the residential quality of the area. 

The area differs from the non~Italian substandard 

housing to the north, and from tho lower class Italian 

district to the west. The Ferguson Avenue railway and 

1ndustr,y to the east, and.the Central Business District 

to the south fUrther delineate the extent of this cultural 

area. 

T.be C.N.R. tracks, which cut through the centre of 

thi~rea, are not as disruptive to the social and cultural 

unity of the district es was originally thought. The 

fact that ther,~ are numerous street-level bridges over these 

tracks proba~ly accounts ~or their 1ne~ficiency as a 

social barrier. 

l·Jo. 13 .. Tra.ckside 

This area to tho south o-r the Central Business 

Dist~ict has been blighted by .the late-arriving T.H. &B. 

Railwq. lD.evated tracks and railyards have transforrr;a(j 
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this f,:>rmer area of good quality housing into a rapidly 

declining district of deteriorating homes. ~he residents 

of this area are now predominantly o£ the lower ar.d lower

middle classes. The. small pockets of industr.y along the 

tracks to the south have a further blighting effect upon 

the area. The section to the south-west o£ the tracks vtas 

formerly a stable residential neighborhood, known locally 

ns "Corktown•. The coming of the T.H. &B. Railroad, 

however, certainly lessened the residential doo1rnbili·t.y 

of the oroa, with the result that many or the origins: 

Irish ~esidents soon migrated from the rapidly deteriorating 

district. 

·This is , prodom~nantly an area of' substandard housing 

east ot the railway yard and industry along Ferguson 

Avenue. Older houses and overcrowded conditions help to 

mak~ Landsdal e a lower class area of high population density. 

Barton Street, Cannon Street, and Wel~ington Stroet ca~ 

heavy traffic across the area, while heavy commercjal 

ribbon devel~ment along Barton Street adds a fUrther blight

ing effect. Very little open or recre~tional space exists 

1n.th1s ·area. 

Area No. 15 is. united culturally by the lower sociDl 

and economic status of the residents, ar..d by the sub

standar~. housing conditions which predominate in it•
• 
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No. 16 - ~entworth South 

This area includes a large portion of older housing 

still classified as "good•. The residents here belong 

predominantly to the middle and lower-middle classes. !he 

' area has been adversely a£fected by the commercial ribbon 

developments and heav,y traf£1c along ~ain Stroet and King 

Street1 . which traverse the district. The T.H. &B. 

Railway and industrial zoning in the south only help to 

make this a declining district. 

SECT!ON C ... TUE O.LDER CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AREAS 

These are the districts constructed·largely prior to 

~iorld War I. Therefore, housing in. these areas is more 

recent than in the old districts of Section B, but is still 

over 40 years old in.moat cas,s. Included in this categor,y 

are cultural areas 91 10, lS, 19, 22, 23, and 25. 

No. 9 ~ Undermount 

This is a purely residential area of better homes in 

the •sood" and "excellent• category. The residents of the 

area belong~~ the middle m1d upper-middle classes. These 

good quality homes, tucked under the escarpment on the 

elevated debris slopes ot sand, are far removed from most 

of the blighting effects to the·north. Only the relGtively 

minor traffic flow along Aberdeen Avenue to tha north even 

slightly &£tecta this upper-middle class area adverselY• · 
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No, 10 - Aberdeen East 

This area is much tho asme as No. rJ, except that the 


housing is ontirely rated "excellent•. and the residents 


are predo~inantly of the upper class. This older dietrjct 


· o~ large well-maintained homes is the only uppor class area 

found 1n the older parts of the city today • 

..u...o...._l...e..., - J~ittle Italy 

Thia area along Barton Street, largely to the v1est of' 

Sherman Avenue is predominantly an Italian residential 

district. The houses range from "poor" to only "good" at 

best. r'w~ost dwellings are s~ngle family houses packed in 

fairly close together. Barton Street, which cuts throu.g.h 

the middle ·of this district, is not only a maJor transporta

tion arter,y, but has ext~nsive commercial development along 

botb sides. This extensive ribbon of commercial develop

ment, couple4 with. industrial encroacl~ent, has seriously 
. t 

blighted this area. Consequently, ·large numbers of lower 

class Italian~ immigrants have moved into this declining 

area. Although much of the housing is marginal or even 

substandard, th.,_ social, cultural, and shopping f'acili ties 

are moro tl1an adequate. 

No. 19 - Mapleside 

This is an area south of Main Street and vtest of f1ege 

Park. Tile housing of 'the district is mostly in the "good" 

catego~, with small pockets receiving an "excellent" 

rating. T.he residents here are of the upper-middle clasa. 
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Although predominantly an area of Anglo-Saxons, there is a 

slicht concentration of Baltic peoples. TI1e hoar; commer

cial ribbon alona Main Street to the north, and the official 

industrial zoning ot much of the southern part alone the 

railway, 1s· adversely ~ftect1ne this area. and 1a causing 

a general ~ocline. 

No. 22 ~ ~1ttle Poland 

This area to the north end west of Scott Park ·is 

predominantly a Polish district. In fact it is ethnicity 

that is the major unifYing characteristic of this cultural 

area, es it was with the Italian district further west. 

To the north o~ Scott Park, it is the lower class Polish 

people that predominate, while south o~ Cannon Street the 

middle class Polish people are found. 

~e housing of the district is ·of good quality, and 

1s classified ever~wbere as "good"• In epite of industrial 

encroachment in the north, and heavy commercial development 

along Berton Street to the north and King Street to the 

south, there are no blighted areas of substandard condi

tions here ye~~ 

fio, ·23 .. West Dunsmure 

T.h1s area includes the heavily populated section wast 

of the Delta. and consists largely of better quality housing 

in the "good" and "excellent" oategor,y. In spite of the 

fact that three main arteries ( Main Street to the south, 

KinG Street, and Oage Avenue ) and the Gage Avonue cro~~-
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town railway all pass through this area, the subotantially 
constructed_home~re well maintained and blighting is 
hardly the factor here that it 1s in other areas of heavy 

transportation. The residents of this area are of the middle 

and upper-middle socio-economic classos, evan though a high 

proportion of them are mcmbore of ethnic groups as well. 

Althoue~ there are numerous e~lnic groups raprcoented in 

this area, it is the Polish snd Ukrainian peoples that 

predominate. T.he small trisnsle of lower class people 

1D~ed1ately west of the intersection of Y~ng Street and 

Main Street can be attributed to the -working-class" apart

ments reeently constructed here. 

Jqo. 25 .. Campbell 

Unlike area No. 23, a large part of cultural area l!o. 

25 has been blighted by the Gage Avenue croosto~n railway 

connection. ~e lo~ation o~ industry along this part ot• 

the tracks partially explains the increasQd blighting effect 

.in this ares. Industry to the north. of' Barton Street end 

heavy commercial ribbon development along Barton Streot, 

Cannon Street, end Ottawa Street, certainly add to the 
. ' 

blight.ine e:rtect o-r the railway. The heavy traff'ic using 

Barton, Cannon, end Ottawa Streets only fUrther detracto 

from the residential desirability o~ the Campbell area. 

The houses here are mostly in the •sood" categor,y, but 

there is a large section o~ "poor•, or substandard housing, 

along the railway in the west. T.be residents belong predomi

nantl~ to the lower class. Although members of various 
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. e·thn1c gr~ups al"e found h.er:e, 1 t is tl:e lower class lmglo.. 

Saxon labourers tl"'lEit predominate, except for a heavy 

mixed ethnic conoentPation in the north. 

Tho northern cultural areas are those whicL have been 

profoundly influenced end af~eoted by industry along the 

harbour. Included in this area north of Barton Street are 

cultural areas 14, 17, 20, 21, 24, 33 1 and 37. Except for 

area no. 37 ( the Beach Strip ), these small blighted 
residential pockets are in the procoss of bei~~ swnllow~d 
up by industry. It is in those transition zoneg, surrounded 

by ofrensive heavy industry, that some ot the worst living 

conditions in the city exist. 

No. 14 - \1entworth North 

This is a large area of blighted snd substa~dard 

h?usinc ·surrounded on ell s~des by industry. Alone with 

the heavily used Burlington Street truck route, Wentworth 

Street, and the north.ern·extenaion of the T.H. &. B. 

Railway also out across this area. The £sat that this 

entire reside~tial area .has been zoned industrial, only 

adds to the apathy. The ~esidents are predominantly 

lower class ·industrial -ilabourers, with a concentration 

ot Italians in the extreme northern section. 

No. 17 ~ Gtrhard 

This is a sim1la~, bu~ smaller, isolated pocket of 

blighted lower and lower-middle class labourers' home·s. 
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Totally surroundod by industry, and traveraed by the railway, 


this predominantly Italian distrj.nt has also been zoned 


for industry. 


No. 20 - Brifiht Side 


The Bright'Side area, largely to the north of the rail 

vlay and Burlington Street, ia almost identical to area No. 

·17. Similar in size, thio area is also surrounded by
heavy induetr.1 including the Steel Company of Canada Ltd. 

to the north. Most of the homes here arc mora recent, 

being constx~ucted between the wcrs, and aonoequently have 

not deteriorated as badly ae 1n the older northern districts 

previously described. ~e residents of the Bright Side 

cultural area are predominent,ly Italian and belong largely 

to the lower-middle class. 

No. 21 · ... West Beach 

An older area of houses constructed prior to aorld 

War I, the West Beach area is a blighted residential 

pocket, surrounded and bligtLted by heav.y industry. In 

addition, the area is ringed on three sides by railw~s, 

and is traversed by Beach Road and Cage Ayenue, both heavily 

used traffic· ~~ries. Like the previously described areas, 

this residential pocket has also been officially zoned for 

industry. 

The residents of this area are predominantly of the 

lower labouring class, but unlike other northern ereas 1 

ve~J tew Itali&na live here. Instead, the West Beoch ares 

is largely one where ethnic member& of many various groups 

http:distrj.nt
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predon~!nate.· '!he nraa also· aervea as a cultural eentre for 


Serbian, Sloven1an. and Croatian peoples. This area also 


di f:fers from the .other nor·thern pockets in that it has its 


own shopping, cultural, and social :taciliti.es. 


No. 24 - East Beach 


As this area is fUrther to the east, it is sn area 

of post World War I construction. Consequently, even though 

it is surrounded by induatr,y on three sides, it is still 

classified as an area of."good" housing. It is significant 

that a large part of tb1e area, south of Beach Road,.has 

· not been zoned for further industrial ex;>ansion, How

ever, the .area 1a adversely effected by the aailw~vs to 

the north and south, and the Beach.Road traf£ia artery 

which traverses it. The undesirability of the area is 

partially r,~flected by tllo fact that it is aL11.ost totally 

inhabited by members of the lower socio-economic class• . 
On the ot.'ler hand, the aroa is commercially well served 


by. the Greater Hamilton Shopping tantre, which is located 


to the south of it just across the c.N.R. tracks. 


No. 33 - Batgsboro 


This larger :residential area .is of post World War I! 

construction, and conssquently is olaaaified os qgood" 

housing with some small areas even being rated as nexcellent•. 

However, the area is surrounded by industry to the north ~nd 

west, and industrially zoned vancant land to the south and 

east. Like area No. 241 this district has not yet been 

http:taciliti.es


63 

blighted by factory encroachment, largely du~ to its 

rocent cons·truction. and consaque11tly etill rornoins 

residentially zoned. In spite of the recent construction, 

however, thas9 are more modestly priced "budgot homes", 

ana·remain the residences of lower class families. Aa 

future industry builds on land completely surrounding this 

r.aaident1al "island", tl1.e area will probably decline rapidly. 

No. 37 - The Beach Strip 

The quality of housint~ along tho Beach Strip var1es 
one

fromAextrcmo to the othar, but mainly conoists of converted 

summer cottages i~ the "fair• to •poor• category. The 

fact that this narrow strip of sand is traversed by a main 

arteri~ road, • railway, and the Burlington Skyway1 h£s a 
t 

bliBhtins effect on tl}is area. There is the noise ot."' !..nat

moving cars end heavily-laden trucks ascending the inclines 

on the Skyway, -and the old road C Highway #20 ) is still 

extensively used by trucks. T.he location of the Beach 

Strip directly downwind from the great ateal-works on the 

harbour has a fUrther blighting effect upon this ar~s. 

~e Bea~_hae been considered a cultural un1t larecly 

due to these common bl:tghting effects, rather tha.'l f--r any 

special recreational advantages. This deol1nins ares of 

predo::dnantly lower-middle class peoplo is also ur,i:f'ied by 

its ver.y remoteness and isolation from the roet of tho city. 
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SECTIOIJ E - EAST IliJliT,TO~~ 

Tno east end of tho city consists mostly of r0c6ntly 

constructed homes in both the "goodn and "excellent" 

catogory. I·lov11-iere is there any "poor" housing, but some 

cheaper end vtartime homos do exiot north of :·~·ain Street. 

The easternmost areas have be~n largely constructed cince 

the end of World War II, ·but are mainly ttiddle and lowor

middle.claea areas. ~he~e are no upper class areas in the 

entire east end. Included 1n this section are cultural 

areas 26, 271 28 1 29, ao, 31, 32, 34, S5, and 36. 

no. 26 - J?pnsdal@ 

Thio area consists largoly of "eood" housing built 

prior to World War II. ~1e rasidonts are predomin~~tly of 

tho middl~ class. The area 1o trevorsed by Main Street, 

Ottawa Street, and Kenilworth Avenue, which are all ~ajor 

traffic arteries. The lletl'V'J traf'.tio and the commercial 

development along these thorough~ares has a slight blight

ing effect, resulting in tlle fact that this area is slowly 

declining. 

No. 27 • Oasaside 
""'-, 

This is an area of "excellent" housing to the east of 

Gage Park which con.tains a · high proportion of Polish 

residents. As no major traffic arteries pass thl'ough this 

area, except for King Street 1n the north-east, and the 

area bor-ders on a la:rge Park, the Gageside area has bec-:rxe 

a more desirable residential district. Consequently. it i~ 
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the upper-middle olaso residents that predominate here. 


In the extreme south of th!s aros, howov~r, next to the 


T.II. &B. Railway, there is a smt.Ul district of middle and 

lcwer-miadle class peoples. 

l!o. 29 ~ Kingside 

The Klngside area contains mostly "excellent" hou6ing 

and extends on both sides of King Street. There io aloo a 

slight concentration of Ukrainian peoples in th1o area. 

~e fact that the heavily-travelled Kine Stroot erte~·. with 

1te colttterc1al development, 9uts through here, has a slif:t.t 

blighti.ng otfect upon the tl1str1ct. Consequently, the 

residents belor~ predominantly to the middle class. As 

vrith erea ~ro. 27, tho railvtay to the south further deterio

rates this area of "exc~llent" housing, so that a band of 

iowcr-middla class people can be found livine noxt to the 

tracks. 

No. 29 -· Strnthearn 

This larger area to the north consists ot only "good• 

housing in spite of its recent construction. This gives 

_some 	 ind1cat1o~~f the large numbers of economy and wartime 

houaea that are located 1n the area. In add1t1or. to cheap 

housing, the area also sufrers from industrial encroach

gent from the north, and the oommarcial aevelop~ent along 

Barton Streat. ~hua, the residents of the area are 

p·redominantly membera of the lower--middle class. 

http:blighti.ng
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l!o , 30 - Dartonvill_e 

This sm&ll totally residential area between :t·~ine 

Street and Main Street consists entirel3 o£ ver,y recent 

housing in the "excellent" category. T.hus, the residents 

of the Bartonville.area are predominantly members o£ the 

upper-middle class. There is also a alight concentration 

of Polish people in this area, 

T1o, 31 - Lawrencevillg 

This art'& alOJlf! Lawrence end Cochrane Roads cor~tair.:.a 

some ot the less desirable housing in the south-east 

section of the o1ty. The housing ·in much of this area is 

only classified as .•good"• wllile in the immediately 

surrounding districts it 1s •excellent•. T.his area has 

been blighted by the h~av.y traffic using King Street in the 

north. and the T.H. &~. Railw~ which cuts across this 

area. The induat~ located along these tracks and Kin£ 

Street in the north1 further deteriorate the residonti&l 

· atmosphere of this area, Consequently, the residents of 

this area ere predominantly residents of the lovrer-ciddle 

. socio-economia,,·, class. 

}!o. 32 - Rosedale 

1'h1s omall .residential area aouth of' the T.ll. &B. 

Railway ~racks, consists almost entirely of recently 

constructed housing ot the "excellent" category. The 

lack of bl1Sht1ng i'aotors here, unlike area No. 31, mu:;:.:.-s 

tr~s a more desirable residential area in which to live. 

~us, the residents here are largely members of tl'ua 
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middle class. 

No•.34 - Mcftuosten 

~1is erea to the west o~ the ned llill Croek, was built 
..: 

on· the old grounds of' the Hamil ton airport. !~oat of the 

housing 1s of tne oheapar variety, and is only clansi~!ed 

as •good"• . althouch there are some "ex·oellent" srcss to the 

east. Tl1e resic'tenta here, are predominm1tly of the lovter

midcUe class. due to the small size and mediocre quality of 
I, 

tl1e houses• Unfortunatoly, this area is locate'~ near the 

e:tte :f'or a futuro traf'f.'io ci~cle 11nl::1ng the proposed. . 

Eaat-Weot and Red n111 Expressways. 

No. 35 ~ Olenv1awdale 

Tlus is an aroa of predominantly "excellent" housing, 

looatod betweon Main Street and t~e T.n. &B. Railway. 

The nortl1e:L~1. part of this area is occupied. by lower-:-:iddle 

class residents, while the residents o~ the better ·quality 

houses to the south are of the middle and upper-middle classes• 

. No • 36 - CorJD001vill e 

This ia ·the only large area of housing to the east o'£ 

t~e Red H1ll~eek, within the city of Hamilton. Consisting 

of recently.conatructed "economy• type homes, the residents 

ere predominantly ~:r the lower-middle clasa. The remote

ness of this area means. that it io without many of tha 

services· m".:.d :racil1t1oe availablo to the older are.::s 

f'urtber west. 



SECTIO!~ F ... TE!E r-:~OUNTA!~! 

Except for tho old~r arcs olons Conoes~ion Street, the 

~ountain consists largely o~ reco&tly constructed homes, 

mostly 1n the "excellent" cate..gory. 'l'he l.!ountain is 

predominantly a middle .end lowar-oiddlo class area, altLough 

there are some u~por class areas along the brt~w. Predo~£i

nantly an Anglo..Saxon ares of sinele family dwcallings, there 

are m~,y members of al~ost all etr~ic groups repraser.ta~ as 

well, a1 though no particular c·tr.nic concor.trstions hsve 

formed. Included ·in this section are cultural aroaa 

I~o. 28 - Npateli£fe 

This area coneista of' post 'IJorlCl War II t4.ouses in the 

•excellent" category. Laited b~ the escarpment in the 

nor~1 and tt~e extensive Ontario Hospital grounds to the 

east, this area. ia somewhat o.r an isolated reside:nt1al 

pocket. ~he_good quality housing and the availability of 

open space, enhances the residential ch£r.acter of the area, 

even though there is an almost complete ·lack o~ services 

and :rscilities,~~cept for schools. -~he residents o£ this 

area sra precominantly Anglo .. suons, and are mostly memb~rs 

of t:·.e middle class. 

I~o. 09 - !l'ohawk Bend 

Also o~ rocQnt construction, this area consists of 

smaller &n~ cheaper houses or t~e "econo~· type. 

Consoquent.ly, the residents of thia small area to the s.,uth 

http:Consoquent.ly
http:repraser.ta
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are predominantly members of the lower class. It should 

be noted that this marginal area is the only lower class 

district on the Mountain, and therefore has been considered 

a separate cultural area despite its small size. 

No. 40 ~ Centremont 

Largely constructed prior to the Second World War, the 

Centremont area consists of predominantly "excellent" houses 

near the MoUntain Brow. Although there are some older 

·patches of "poor" housing, the area is largely an upper

middle class diatriat of be~ter homes, especially immediately 

adjacent to the brow itself. T.he Upper James Street major 

traffic arter.y, and the commercial strip development along 

it, does traverse this area, which largely accounts for the 

less des~rable nature ot s~me o~ the houses adjacent to it. 

!lo. 41 .. Upper James, 

This area fUrther south trom the brow consists largely 
·ot post World War II' housing,. except for a small area north 


of Fennel Avenue. This older section is only classified as 


•good", while the remainder of the area is 1n the •excellentn 

category. The Up~er James Street, and Upper \1ellington 

Street major traffic arteries both traverse this ar~a and 

have a slight local blighting effect. In these newer 
' areas, however, commercial ribbon developments have given 

way to the shopping sub--centre, which not only localizes 

, commercial de.velopment, but also provides off streot 

parking, much to the benefit of the su~ouncting residential 
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district. The residents of thio area are predominantly 

members o~ the middle class. 

No. 42 - The Brow 

This small area north of Concession Street was 

constructed prior to the First World War, although some 

apartment buildings have boon erected since then. Even 

though this district is immediately north of the heavily 

used end h~avily commercialized Concession Street traf~ic 

arter,y, and is only classified as •good". housing, it is 

still predominantly an area of uppor class residents. It 

is the commanding view of the city, more than any othor 

single factor, that· attracts these upper class people to 

this otherwise unattractive rea14ont1al area. 

No, 43 - Queensdale 

This area to the south of Concession Street consis.ts 

o~ smaller and older houses that were constructed previous 

to. 1939,. Most o~ these houses are classified as "good" 

and wexcellent"·except for a couple of older blighted 

areas along Concession Street. The houses are constructed 

quite close together here. and since there is no scenic 

advantage in living south of Concession Street1 this has 

become predominantly a lower-middle class district. 

rro. 44 - Linden Park 

Similar to area No. 43, thia is also a lower-middle 

class area further to the south. Although of reoent · 

cQnstruotion, the houses in this area are small and chea~. 

http:consis.ts
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l~!aey of these housing developments are only rated as 

"goodw from the start. In addition, the aroa is poorly 

serviced with commercial, social, and cultural facilities, 

emphasizing· the remoteness of ~1e district even more. 

No. 45 - Eastcliffe 

This area adJacent to the Brow consists exclusively 

of recently constructed good quality housing of the 

•excellent• category. Althou~1 the. Concession Street

Mountain Boulevard traffic arter,y does pass to the north, 

this area is still an upper-middle and upper class 

ros1dent18l district. Again, 1t is the scenic advanta.t-"":es 

combined with the Mountain Brow parkw~ that lends prestige 

to the area. 

No. 46 - Huntington Park 

This area extends to the south o~ area No. 45, end 

maintiins tho aamo high standard of housing. The Hunting

ton P~k area, however, does not have the scenic advantages 

or,prestige of the brow district, consequently its residents 

belong predominantly to the middle class. This area is 

also effect1vel~,cut off from the brow district by a 

large expanse of vacant land. ts with many of the :Mou..,tain 

areas, this newer survey alao suffers social and cultural 

handicaps. 
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CHAPTER IV NEIGHBORHOODS 

Tha·:problem now ic to determine which of these 

cultural areas aro neighborho:>ds, and which are not. A 

neighborhood, as indicated previously, is defined as"~ 

cultural area. the members o-r which meet on a common 

ground ·within their own area tor primary social activities, 

and for organized and spontaneous social contacts". 

IIaving discovered cultural areas which satisfY the first 

part of the definition, it ie now necessa~J to find out 

which ones, if any, actually posses the attributes of 

"neighborliness", the second criterion. 

It was dooided thst the cliei f test of neighborline~~ 

in this report, ·would be the extent and concentration of 

social activities within each of the cultural areas. 

Therefore, the add1tional.1nd1ces required are those 

which .re·tlect ·the presence of such activities within tte 
area. ~hese additional indices are the location of 

1. 	 Churches (Map !io. 14) 

2. 	 Clubs, Halls, Community Centres,· and various 

other social, cultural, and recreational 

facilities (Uap No. 15) 

s·. 	 Public Schools and Parks (l-lap ,No .16) 

If these selected outward manifestations of social 

contact are concentrated within a cultural unit, then tho 

area 1a thought to be a socially 1ntegr~·ed neighborhood. 



Public Schools ~~d Parks, however, should not be b~ven 

much weight aa their spaair~ tendo to be a reflectio~ or 
population density, rather tha.~ social intcgreti~n. For 

much the same reason, neighborhood shopo Cwhiah inolude 

grocery, drug, and hardware storos) wore omitted fro-:J the 

list. Although schools and shops are important nei,zt.borhood 

facilities, they are more the ~roduct of supply and de~a~d 

than a manifestation Qf social 1nteeTation. 

Inaustry waa also excluded fro~ the liat oo now&~oys 

the place of work ie no longer a part of the urban 

nelghborbood. The seperation of industry and home is 

uauOlly regard~d as desirable although there is little doubt 

that neighborhood integration has been weakened as a 

result. 

A quick examination ·of the social facilities located 

on maps 15, l6,·and 17 shows which areas are socially 

integrated neighborhoods, ana which are neighborhoods ir

name only. 

The main faiths o:r the city are Anglican, Un1~ec 1 

Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, and Baptist in that order 

(See Appendix VI for 1951 Church ~embership). 

Almost all parts ot the city are within easy reach 

of some church, altbough tho older and more central areas 

have both a groater number m1d a greater variety of 

churches. Some ot ~1a newer areas, however, do lack 

religious tacil.ities within easy walk1nc distance, an 
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important consideration for children attending Sunday 

School or one of the many youth organizations that 

commonly utilize church basements. T,his condition applies 

to the Ainslie Wood cultural area in Westdale, the Carman

ville section east of Red Hill Craek, and the Eastclitfe, 

Westcliffe, and Huntington Park cultural areas on th.o 

Mountain. 

N.ost of the ethnic churcllGB are located in the Sherman 

Avonue-Barton Stroet district, where they serve the l~rgest 

ethnic concentrations in the city. 

There are two concentrations of Italian· churches, 

corresponding to the maJor Italian cultural areaa ·of the 

city. Tbe Italians from southern Italy• around Jmnes ~"'creet 

North, are predominantly Roman Catholics (although a tniteCl 

Church for the Italians is also in this area), while tho 

more ind.ustrial Italians from northern Italy, around 

Sherman Avenue·North, support not only the Catholic, but 

the Presbytorian ~aith as well. 

It is significant that there are no ethnic churc~es 

on the Mountliin, despite the taot that many ethnic eror:ps 

live there.· This &s·possibly an indication that ethnic 

people who move to the Mountain ere social climbers of a 

type·and tend to leave their etr~icity behind. 

The ·Polish, Ukrainian, Hungarian, German, Baltic, 

and Serbian groupa of the city also support' their O\~n 

churches. 
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The missions, naturally enough, correspond to the 

·maJor poverty and lower olasa areas of the c:i ty, especially.. 
north of the Central Business District. 

~hen the clubs, halls, and community centres are 

observed, a similar pattern emerges. Certain araas are 

well endowed, while others are largely barren of sue~• 

s&cial amenities~ Thus, the James Street North district 

has a fUll compliment o~ Italian clubs, while the Sherman 

Avenue-Barton Street area has a haav,y concentration o~ 

ethnic facilities. 

· There is also a Crootian, Serbian, end Slovenian 

social centre, -..which is just north of the C.N.R. tracks 

east of Gage Avenue North. This is the same district in 

which a Serbian church was located. The fact that t~e 

ethnic sample did not allow for Serbians, Croatians, 

Sloveniana, or even Yugoslavian peoples, probably accoltn~s 
for the fact that this area did not show up aa a distinct 

ethnic concentration, although it did show up as a pre

dominantly mixed ethnic area. The tact that the new 

Serbian Centre ia nearby, just to the east of the 3hopping 

Centre, not o~~ indicates the probable direction of 

migration tor t~s small ethnic group as industry crowds 

it out, but also the perserverance of the group in· 

Hamilton. 

S1milar1ly, the fact that the Ukrainiar.s ere moving 

.J east,ia indicated by the new L~ra1n1an Centre at Barton 

Street and Parkdale Avenue. 



.. The one social club for tho Oermans is centrally 

located centrally o~ King Street near Sherman Av~nue, 

indicating not only the great dispersal of tho Ger.mans, 

but their lack of maintaining ettmic connections. 

FUrt.her support for the hypothesis that people leave 

their etr.nic:i ty behind when thoy move to the L'.ounts1n, 

is the fact that there sra no ethnic social facilities 

above the escarpment, despite the large numbers of' ethnic 

peoples living there. Though• for that matter, t!lare are 

few social facilities of any kind on the Mountain. 

Although the new su~urbs have very few social facilities, 

the uppe~ class areas have none. Thus, areas such as 

Westdale, the Aberdeen Avenue district, .and the Mountain 

arow are completely voi~ of oocial amenities. ~hether 

this state of affairs is actually doaired,due to lack ~f 

interest, or the adverse pr~duct ot strictly enforced 

zoning laws, is still an open question. 

Tho major concentration of social facilities is 

found in th~ Central Bu3inosa District. The facilities 

here are usunll~ city~w1de as thero are too ~ew people 

living neer by to maintain them. 

~h1s would seem to indi~ato two cities: An olde~ 

more sooial-aontre, and tho now mor~ mobila subur~ ,) 

·-- where social intet~ration !::a· cuch leas intansa. 


A quick peruaa~ o~ other miscolln."'laoua facilities 


shows the samo pattern. The older sections of the city 
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have the greater number of almost every facility, be it 

beverage rooms, theatres, or-even the more socially 

acceptable bowling ol.leya. \ · 

The location of beverage rooms is especially int0rest- '~f 
· ing. ~he 1·act that tho majority are found in the lower 

claos areas does not necessarily mean that lower class 

people drink more, but only that they dl."ink more beer 

outside their homes. Probably overcrowded and diney 

conditions at home force them to entertain and socialize 

in other places. 

The concentration.·of:.more exclusiv·e drinking facilities 


in the Central Business District, howeyer, con~irms the 


fact that the middle and upper classes of Hamilton do 


·patronize beverage rooma·and night clubs, as these are 

more expensive .surroundings that the lower classes of the 

area could hardly support. 

T.he·only beverage room in Westdale is located off


centre to cater to the students and transient trade, 


rather than roun~ing out the facilities in the otherwi~e 


well-planned ·c~ntra~:.~i. "Village". 


One other relevant point is that there is not a single 

s~cial drinking outlot on tho Mountain. At first, it appeared 

that the escarpment was coincident with the abstainin0 boun

dar.y, but a closer examination showed the presence or 
thriving liquor retail outlets on the Mountain. Xhuo, 

people on the Uountain obviously dr1nk 1 'but they do not 
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drink together in public places, possibly an indication 

that people are more socially "reserved" in the newer 

suburbs. Apparently, the only time they ever see each 

other on a neighborhood basis is in the more puritani9al 

• i .pursuits ot attending church end P.T.A. meetings, while 

they apparently confine their drinking and other "lesa 

respectable" recreations to their homes, or downtown. 

Theatres also 	show the same unequal pattern of 

- distribution. One is located in Westdale, one on tho 

Mountain, and the other fifteen in the older sections of· 

the city. The Italians_, as part o'£ their tull compli~ent 

of social facili tios, have two theatres of their o\m. 

Bowling alleys have been included as they not only 

.represent socially acceptable year-round recreational 

, facilities, but they are also rapidly becoming actual 

neighborhood meeting places. Even so, only threo of these 

•more respectable" recreational facilities are located en 

the Mountain, one on the fringe of: Westdale, and the re

). 	 mainder 1n the older sections ·of the c1 ty. 

As for the location . and number o~ parks and schools, 
-......... _ 


however, the newer areas, if they are not too remote, are 

more fortunate. The auburbs not only havo the newer ar..d 

better schools, but the overcrowded conditlons existing 

in many of the older areas are not a problem here. 

In addition, the parks in these newor areas are 

more numerous and better spaced, while even the hous~s 

themselves have larger grounds, especially in ~Jestdalo 



and on tho Mountain. But tor more organized recraatior.. 

and special :rac111ties, such as year-r.·1und swimming po.:1":...s, 

children :fVom the newer suburbs have to travel many mil·~s 

into the city. 

Each o~ the cultural units were examined for the variety 1 

number, and concentration ot the faoili ties listed abo,,c.. 

The resulting map (No. 17) shows which areas have a mor~ 

complete compliment of community facilities and social 

amenities. to. classify as socially integrated neighborL.oods. 

It must be remembered, however, tnat the importance 

and rank ot institutional facilities is not based on an 

accepted standard, but that it is derived from a compari

son between the different cultural areas of Hamilton. 

Therefore, even the nei&hborhoods which are most sdequst~ly 

~erviced, in relation to the others, might be found to b~ 

ill-provided by another yardstick. Moreover, only the 

quantity and variety of institutions are considered, but 

not their aize and quality. Neighborhoods which have 

most o~ the essential services may not necessarily have 

the best of each ot these. 

The cultural areas which contained the greatest 

variety of institutional equipment, and showed the outward 

manifestations of primar,y social contacts, were thought 

to be socially integrated stable areas, and wore 

classified as neighborhoods, ~ere ware ten cultural t:l~'-· :Ja 

which mot these requirements and qual1t1ecl as neighbor.:~:.: ~iJ. 
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These are mostly located in the older sections of the 


city and included the cultural areas of York (llo. 5), 


James Italian (No. 12), Trackside (Ng. 13), Wemtworth 


South (No. 16), Little Italy (No. 18), West Beach (No. 21), 


Little Poland (No. ~2), East Beach (No. 24), Campbell 


(No. 25), and Dunsdale (No. 26). 
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CitAPTE"R V CONCLUSIONS 

If nothing else, this thesis raises the difference 

betweon cultural areas and neigl1borh~ods, providing a 

clearer definition of terms than than has existed in the 

past. 

In addition, it is felt that the stu~, and discovery 

of c~ltural areas can provide a c~ncrete base on which 

to build a realistic tutur.a planning programme. These ._ .~ 

cultural areas will not only give more usefUl sampling 

areas, but provide a culturally homogeneous setting in 

which tQ locate commonly desired amenities. 

When these cultural areas are examined for institu

tional and social equipment, a definite pattern emerges. 

The greatest concentration and variety of social activity, . 

excluding the.Central Business District, occurs in the 

older and poorer areas o~ the city•. ~us, it is the 

newer residential suburbs thot are the most heavily' 
taxed, but it is often the lower class residents of

. 
the 

blighted areas that enJoy the greatest variety of institu

tional and social equipment. Consequently, it is in 

the lower and lower-middle class areas that socially 

integrated cultural areas, or neighborhoods are found. 

T~e c~ty 0 there~ore, is split, and has a typo of 
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dual personality. It has been designed and built for two 

different times and two seemingly di~terent purposes. T.be 

old port of the city was designed primarily for the 

working class, with rows ot cheap and small houses built 

quickly and close to the factories. The new part of the 

city is intended for the more mobile middlo class, with 

more solid and substantial houses, not only ~arther apart, 

but :farther from the place of work. 

Thus the old part is crowdod, an arrrq of brick and 

wood with hardly any green patches. 8ut it is still the 

place for the most essential urban activities: work, trade, 

transportation, administration, and entertainment. 

Its people are sociable. Here are the elums, and here 

also 1·s the warmth of th~ city. 

The new p~ is both spacious and barren, not designed 

to draw people to.gether, but rather to divide them from 

.each other. It is free trom the noise and the smoke of 

the old city.-, The countryside has been allowed to infiltrate 

here. T.here are some open spaces and landscaped parks, 

but th~re ·are ~~-other urban amenities apart from schools 

and.the most necess~ shops. T.he area is both disjointed 

and frigid. 

Thus, Hamilton suffers ~om social fragmentation and 

an unequal·d1atribut1on o~ amenities throughout the city. 

In the poorer areas o~ the o1ty • which house the greater 
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variety and concentration of social institutions, stable 

.neighborh~ods are formed. While in the newer districts, 

only cultural areas exist, with only limited social 

integration in certain isolated areas, such as Wostdale. 

Unfortunately, most of the more closely knit neigh

borhoods nra in the districts, ~vith tho worst living 

conc11 tiona. It .is exactly these lower olass areas that 

will be t1rst to be re-bqilt or re-habilitated under tho 

urbnn ronewal programme, and consequontly will be subjected 

to disturbances and population shifts. ~hose closely 

1~tegrated neighborhoods would clearly suffer more during 

the process than those cultural areas which are only 

loosely held together. Hence, the degree o~ social integra

tion of each priority area should be investigated closely 

so that 1t will not be destroyed, or "lost in the shuffle•. 

It appears then, that Hamilton has very few socially 

integrated neighborhoods. In fact, ne1ghborhooda seem to 

be the exception rather than the rule. 

The major neighborho~d formulating factors 1n 

IIamilto~ are the~~e and stab1~1ty of residential districts, 

ettinicity, aooio-economic class< poverty, and geographic 

isolation. 

The fact that there are no highly integrated neigh

borhoods in the newer suburbs aeems to indicate an 

incomplete approach when these areas· were first planned. 
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.Thus, more social and community facilities are needed 

when planning fUturo suburbs , 1f they are to bo more 

than just cultural areas. Poosibly when this· is under

stood, one of the most deplorable defects of tho new 

suburban surveys, tho niggardliness of their institutional 

equipment, can be eliminated. T.his "people first. facilities 

later" type of presant day planning is hardly conducive 

to the formulation of stable and desirable neighborhoods. 

However, the implicationo of.this surveys of neigh

borhoods are clearly aont~versial. Neighborhood 

integration appears to be the exception, and to be associated 

with a combination ot negative factors such as povorty, 

geographic isolation, and sharp ethnic and class boun

daries. Since it now exists in the setting of poverty &~d 

social and ethnic inequalities, can it now grow as the 

result of alternative conditions? Only the experiment 

of planning can provide the answer. 
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APPENDIX I 

U.athod of Surveying the Age end External Condition 

ot Buildings in the Urban Renewal Study (195S). 

In the summer of 1957, enumerators were sent into 

the field to record t~e following information for each 

building; 

1. 	 Street Address 

2. Height (no. o~ storeys) 

3. Age 

4. Use of each floor. 

s. Converted or not. 
• 	 I 

6. Principal exterior material. 

7. Presence or absence o~ basement. 

s. Condition o'l building. 

9. Condition of entourage of building. 


The condition.of each building was rated as (A) Excellent, 


(B) Ooo4, or (C) Fair to Poor, by enumerators who had a 

general knowledge of construction. T.he results were 
' . 


. '·· 

then 	plotted on 1": 300' maps. 

The three major olass1t1cat1ons are described as 

(A) Excellent 

1'h1e cat_egory 1ncludos buildings of recent 

construction, and also bu1lc11ngs in a state of good 

repair and maintenance, and with a long life expectancy. 

http:condition.of
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(B) Good 

This category includes older buildines, but witl1 

foundations ond walls in only fair condition, or with 

evidence of repairo. Such bu1ld1nBa have a medium life 

expectancy. 

(C) Fair to Poor 

!his category includes buildings in poor 

condition, and appearing to have a short life-expectancy., 

Of a total of 55,763 buildings inspected: 

48% were in ver,y good and excellent condition. 

30~ were in sood condition. 

22% were in ~air to poor oonait1on. 
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. APP&"7DIX II 

The information regarding population density, 

ethnicity, and social stratification were derived from 

a master sample map produced during the summer and fall 

of 1961 from the 1960 Vemon's City :C'ireotory of Hamilton. 

The map was the result of a 5$ random sample of all 

dwelling units in Hami~ton. Since there are approximately 

65,000 dwelling units in Hamilton, this provided a little 
l ,. better than a,ooo. cases. 

Tho occupation, surname• and address of the head of 

the house was recorded on cards for each case, the 

material being gathered from tbe 1959-60 Vernon's City 

Directory. 

An occupational rating ndmber based on Blishen's 

class1f1cat1ons (Appendix Ilr) 1 and an ethnic colour 

code based on surname analysis (Appendix III), were then 

recorded at the proper address on a base map of 1~800'. 

Thus, the social classification, ethnicity, an9 address 

of each case was'recorded on one master map for each 

individual case in the 5~ random sample. 

It waa t.rom these plotted cases that the density of 

dwelling unit.map was produced, representing approximately 

one out of eveey twenty dwelling unita in Hamilton. 
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APPENDIX III 

The ethnic affiliation of each of the sample cases 

was determined by surname analysis. Admittedly, this is 

not the beat method for judging etl~icity, but the weak

nesses of the method.wcre continually xept in mind. 

The samplehaa been constructed so that if any error does 

occur it will produce more Anglo-Saxons than etl1nic cases. 

A:ny name that was questi~nabla was grouped with the Anglo

Saxons, there~ore, those ethnic cases .that occur on the 

map det1netely do exist. Thus, the m~ should show actual 

ethnic concentrations if they do exist, although possibly 

in a less intense form. 

Mr. John Flias, who is a Hamilton Justice· of the 

Peace, ana·for.mer European newspaper editor, did the initial 

sorting o~ cards into major ethnic group~. These· results 

were then rechecked by a qualified ethnic leader :from 

each of the maJor groups represented. Any n~es that were 

questionable were added to the non-ethnic pilo or Anslo-

Saxons. The net 
' 

product 1s that Anglo-Saxons are over

represented, ~ut there is complete agreement on the 

Ethnic members represented in each categor,y. 

Immigrants from the Sritish Isles have not ~een 

differentiated due to the obvious difficulty of 

d1st1ngu1ah1ng ~r1t1ah and Canadian names. In addition, 
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some of the groups were too small to record individually 

and have beon collapsed. For example, Latvians, Lithuanians, 

and Estonians have.been grouped together as Baltics. 

Similarily, as with British !ales immigrants, the surname 

analysis technique can hardly be expected to differentiate 

Jewish people from German or other etlm1c peoples. 

It was felt that any group represented by less tLan 


20 casea ·(approximately 100 families), would not be 


· plotted on this map as they could hardly represent a 

cultural unit of a~ significant size. Thus, there are 

146 ethnic members not· recorded on this map, representing 

such minorities as Greek, Japanese, Chinese, Finnish, 

Armenian, BUlgarians, Romanians, Swedish, !lorwegian, 

Danish, and other m1sc'ellaneous aroups. 
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APPENDIX IV 

. Bernard Bl1shen's occupational hierarchy * was 

employed to indicate the prestige and social class rating 

of each test case according to occupation. 

Blishen•s method was chosen, as it is not only a 

Canadian classification, but io based on all the occupa
. 
tiona listed 1n the 1951 Census of Canada. Basically what 

Mr. Blishen (University 
' 
6f British Columbia) has done is 

to take all the occupations listed in the 1951 Census, ~~d 

weigh the amount o~ education required, in addition to the 

average income received based on the nati~nal average. 

In.his classification, ho has g1ven.50%.~of the weight to . 	 . 

education required, and the other 50% to the income received. 

This so-so method gives a per-centage hierar~hy of social 

rating for all·list~d occupations, with Judge~ ...a.t the top 

of the prestige list with 90%, and Hunters and Trappers 

atthe bottom w~th a more 32.0 %. The complete list 

covers 343 occupations, and consequently has not been re

produced in this 
' 

report, but can be refered to in 1~. 

Bl1shen's article. 

* 	 Bernard Blishen, The Construction and Use of' en 
Oceu§ationsl Scale, Canadian Journal of Political
and conomlc Science (Nov. 1958) 
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One change, however, has been made to Blishen's 

ratings. The occupational rating of all steelworkers in 

the city has been raised 0.2% in order to compensate for 

the fact that 1-I&milton steelworkers got paid a correspond

ing increase in wages over the natfonal averaee. There 

is also increased prestige for a steelworker working in 

a steel producing city. 

Blishen divides the 343 listed occupations into 

7 classes,. but it was felt that these divisions were 

rather detailed for this study. ~naequently, Blishen's 

7 categories were generalized 1nto 3 main onosi 

Upper Class (including Blishen•·a classes I a."ld II) with 

a rating of.57.0 and up. 

Middle Class (including Blishen•a classes III, IV, V, and 

VI) 47.0 to 57.0. 

Lower Class (including Bl1shen'a class VII) ~th a rating 

o~ 47.0 or lower. 

All random test cases were then plotted at their address 

on a second base map in a colour representing ona of the 

above three olass1f1cations. From this, the areas of 

predominantly Upper, Upper-!t!iddle, !Liddle, Lower-!liiddle, 

and Lower classes were differentiated,and formea the 

basis·~Or the Social Stratif1cation Map in this report. 



APPENDIX VI 

Church ~embersh~p of Hamilton 

Source - 1951 Census of Canada 

Adventist 


Baptist 


Christian Science 


Church of Christ 

Church of ingland 

Confucius and Buddhist 

Evangelical 

Greek Orthodox · 

Jewish 

.Lutheran ' 


Mennonite 


Mormon 


Pentecostal 


Presbyterian 


Roman Ca~olic 


Salvation Army 


Ukrainian Catholic 

United 

119 

10.529 

. 406 

128 

52.215 

219 

2.319 

3,544 

3,159 

3,755 

280 

989 

25,791 

4?,966 

1,376 

.3,159 

48,329 

60 
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