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1 

INTRODUCTIO 

Th purpose of thi study is to present a description 

of the n tural and cultural landscapes of Whit by Township , 

and an analytical examination of th r lationships which 

exist betw n them . 

The study has been divided into three chapters , 

chapt r on dealin with the physical geogr pby under 

everal headings , chapter two bein a brief historical 

account of the Townshipts settlement and the volution of 

agriculture . h Chapter tree seeks to relat th pre ent land 

use of both it by To m and Township , with the physical and 

cultural fe tur s which have been po.rtant in development 

up to the pr sent . In order to do this , the concept of a 
0 

"dev lopment area" was aq.pted. Each d velopment rea , of 

which there ar three , has its own particular ch racter, 

which has develop d due to the predominance of one or more 

of the physical or cultural features . The development 

reas should not ,howev r , be thought of as being distinctly 

separated one from another. Rath r , their division is by 

a transitional zone , which i difficult to ap and has been 

represented in Figure 4 by a line which passes through th 

gen ral rea where a change in land cap is noted . Neither 

should these areas be tho ht of , in the fin analysis , as 

being separate units within the Township. The summary of 

the study illustrates this s it attempts to depict the 

Township a whole )and discusses the areas as a group on the 
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. 
ba is of pre ent condit ons and future prospects . 

Th field work for this study was carri d out during 

the last two weeks of August and the first t we ks of 

September 1 1958. The l and u e map r pr sents conditions 

during thi period , Mapping was done through field 

obs rvations ith the use of aeri al photographs 1 the 

Ontario Countx Sol! Survey and The Phy iography of 

Southern Ontario by L.J. Chapman and D.F. Putnam. These aids 

along with other articles and book listed in the bibliography 

were of great help in writing the text of thi study. Besides . 
map ing, th fi ld research included interviews with Town and 

Township officials , agriculturalists , and person cone rned 

with urban activity. 

Most of the t ati tical information in the text was 

obtained from the Dominion Cen u Reports . either directly 

or by way of municipal br chur s . er the actual acreage 

of an ar is given • the acr age has been deriv.ed from 

plani etric easure ent , and where a proportion of 

acreages is given , it is th writer's opinion based on 

linear ea urements . 



H PTER I 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

1 . Locati on , Si ze and Shape 

Whitby Townshi p i s located in Southern Ontario , i n 

the county of Ont ario , f ronting on Lake ntario . The 

east ern boundary of the Townshi p li s 1 i l e f rom the 

boundar y of the city of · Osha~a . The estern boundar y 

lies 9 miles from t he edge of , and 17 i lea from t he centre 

of etropolitan Tor onto . Lyin bet een these two ei tie the 

Tolmshi p is in the nor ther n flank of Ontar io's bub , t h 

industrial horseshoe which stretches ar ound the west er n 

end o£ Lake Ontario f r om Osh w to Ni agar a Falls (fig . l) . 

Whitby Townshi p i bounded by Whi t by East Townshi p 

to t he ea t , Pickering Town hi p to t he west , and Rea ch 

Townshi p to the north . It is these Townshi ps pl us Scott 

and Brock mich lie t o the north, that are referr ed t o as 

" surrounding Townshi ps" in eh pter I II.. Lake Ontar io 

pr ovide a natural souther n boundary . The Townshi p i s 

roughly rectangul r in shape being 5 miles wide by 12. 5 

mile l ong . Thi s actuall y 1 onl y hal f t he s ize of a 

regular t o shi p, as i t was sep r at ed fro Whi t by East 

Townshi p i n the l G5 ' • In r ea , t he Townshi p cover s 

30, 700 a cres or appr oxi mately 62. 5 square i l s. 

2. B drock . 

The whol e of ~fuitby Township i s underl ain by 



for ations of Utica shale . A major part o it is the 

Co ling ood form t ion , which overlies Tr nton 1· estone and 

dips to the north . To the est in adj cent Pickering 

Township , the Utic shale passes gr adually into th Lorraine 

for tion , nd th boundary bet ~een the Lorrain and the 

Colling ood is indistinct. The shale varie in t hicknes 

but he fe borings hieh have been tak n show it to be 

approximat ly 120' t hick . s the bedrock i s overlain 

i th great thicknesses of till nd gl cio-la cu trine 

deposit s , itby's oils ow their character to th 

bedrock for ations of the reas fro which the till 

was derived , and thus are not rel ted to th b drock 

underlying the township . 

3. Glacial Hi s t or y . 

The l and forms , and parent 

townshi p h ve b en derived fro 

aterial of the 

gl a cial and glacio-

l a custrine deposition during the Pleistocene period. 

Thre definit advances of ic sheets h ve been recog

nized and th m t erials during the dvance n~reat 

of the 1 s t one , the lisconson, for .~. · the parent materials 

of th existing soils . A study of the boul ders of all three 

l ayers of till , hich were depo ited ~ith each advance , 

sho s th t the ice ea ch ti cam fro the north~east , or 

ea t , and b long to an i ce sheet centred in L brador . 

The ain l aborat or y for the studies hich revealed the 

mat erials of thes t hr e gl cier advances has be n the 

~carboro h Bluff s , whi ch lie el even mi l s to the e t 
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a been form d by the ~ v s of ace 'nt ri • In th of 

\,;h i tby n rbour. 

m· ,r- hy alluvium ple.ins , bordered at the 

beac .·· 

S!!nd, fll:l!D• 

h v tor ed il t 

ut.h b a1 

Adj e .n~ to th l cut in pl in, 1 a an lin lyin · 

o th rth . Tb1 i ·very f'l t , ·t~h 

<tist b d only y th ore·k "Uttin 

tbe s or deposi 1 1d down 1n L 

bou .... d in t no th r · lly 

tretch in a br k. cro the 

The · r a · e in th 

lroqu 1&7 and th·y 

e.h for: tion ,. «hicb 

of th 

h 

cut t.brou h th or ti n • The treat. b ve e d tb 

a.nd <il po its in lon p jeettion into tb cu trine pl 1n. 

• 

r'th of th b oh. !or ati\.ln lie~ dr lini~ d till pl in, 

which a laid do n und r th J.a-st 1c . heet. d· ano , n.d wa 

not eubj ot to floodtn by lak . lroqu is . Th pbys o l opo-

aphy h r 1· el gbtly undu t,ing to rol 1 • 
e c.l y l oam • Only two u in occur iR ~b1 

hi..tby Town hip nd ar loo t d 1n ti \if'. 2 • 

nd the SQi~ 

ct on f 

. o .all cr ek and their · anehe flo thro . t.h 

o rnahip . In the t he ri _.1 cruel<., wh1 ell 1 tb 

a ller o1· tb t o !nd :1 t y n a shAllow vall rom 

ooru;:ea ion !V in.t t~he b 11 .t hit y H~lrbour . 

Creek wh.ich h e t o a in reno! ee is t~on. idarably rg r,. 

th west.ern branch h· in it eo\U'ce ne r Glen ~. :j r, 



A u 1 1 1 • 

L c 1 t. of 



13 

1 n ' 
) 

v h 

(1) n 



h r 

• 

• 

l n 

l 

• • • 

• • • 

4 ... 

• • • 
( ) • .1 1 

t 

n , 
• jo 

• 

f h 

• • • 47 

• • • 

• • • 



1 

1 y 

t 

0 • h 

8 • l 

• 

t v 

) 

e 

( 

co 

0 

p 

) 

, 

1" 

l . 

1 

! r 

-

' 

t 

) . 

1 

• 

v -c n, 

u 



16 

Stands dominated by ite C dar are 
ound on the poorly drained s dy soils . 
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Undulating topogr phy of Land Type I 

Cattle watering hol on Land Type II . 
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L vel clay plain of Land Type III . 

The b tter s ctions of and Type IV on 
the sand plain are used fo pasture. 
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in th Lake Ontario hore climatic zone, thus enjoying 

lightly moderated condition • Both the Schomberg and 

Smi thfield soils ar rated as good crop 1 d, the cho berg 

series being slightly better for \inter wheat, e.nd lfalfa , 

while the Smith ield serie is the b -st for ensi.l age c rn . 

Tre fruits have n advantage on the Schomberg soil becaus e 

of it better drainage . !he Si coe· soil (l and type I I A) 

i rat d f air to poor for 11 crops excepting p&sture, for 

which it is ood to f air. 

Soil Profile of Sc~o b rg clay l oam 

A0 0 ... 9" very dark grey, cl y lo gr nular st ructure 

pH 7- 2 

A2 9" - 15" light brownish grey, clay lo , fine blocky 

st ructur e pll 7 - 0 

B2 15" - 2.3 " yello ish bro , clay, large blocky structure 

calcareous pH 7- 2 

C light bro1rmish grey, clay, stone free, calcareous 

pH - 0 

S~.dthfield 

c 0 - 7" very d k grey, clay l oam , oar e gr an lar 

st ructur 1 pH 7•2 

7" - 13" grey- brown, clay lo 

mottled pH 7 - 0 

, edi blocky struetur 

B2 13" - 21" dark brown ~ clay, l arge blocky structure , 

mottled calcareou , pH 7-3 

C light brownish - rey , clay, calcareous pH 8-0 
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Profile of Br1ghton Sandy l oam 

Ac 0 - 6' dark greyish brown . s andy l oam, weak cr b 

structure, pH 6-5 

A21 6" - 18" brownish yello sand , singl grain structure 

pH 6- 8 

A22 18" - 21" very pale bro s nd , ea pl at y or single 

grain structure p 6-8 

B2 21" - 24" s trong brown sandy l oam, eak medium blocky 

structure pH 7-0 

C Light bro nish grey sand , calc reous pH 7-8 

Tecumseth 

A
0 

• 7" very dark grey brown , sandy loam, edium crumb 

structure , pH 7-0 

A2 7" • 12" pale brown sand , mottled, weak pl aty structure , 

pH 7-0 

B2 12" - 17" strong brown sandy l oam. eak bl cky st ructure 

ottled pH 6-8 

C Pale brown sand , calcareous pH 7-4 

v T is l and t ype con ists o anby sa dy lo • and 

covers 1, 00 a cres of land of a depressional nature. There 

a r e very fe stones , and since the l and is depressional, 

the dr ainage is poor . 1•J.ost of the occurrenc o£ t his t e 

have not been cut over, and sta ds of whit ced can be f ound. 

The soil is at ed fair to poor for pasture and poor for a l l 

other kinds of agricultural use . 
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Profile of Gr anby series. 

A0 1 - O• decom osed leaf litter. 

A1 0 - 7" very d~rk brOt.ffi sandy loam. fine crumb 

struct ure, pH 7- ,., 

G1 gn • 14" light bro~mish grey sandy loam, mottled , 

s ing e grain st ucture pH 7-

G2 14" • 19" yellowish brown sandy loam, mottled 

medi um weak blocky structure , pH 7• 2 

C Pale brown sand calcareous pH a 

VI 1larsh comprises t his l and type which cover 50 a r es 

n t he t o shi along the shore of l ake Ontar io at the mouth 

of the var ious creeks \ihich empty into the l a ke . For most 

of the year t he rsh nd is flooded, ani supports a 

veget ation cover of edges , cottails and r ushes . 

VII Bottomland or flood pl ain l and cover about l , l v a cres 

along t he courses of t he Lynde and Pringle creeks . It is 

made up of recent alluvial deposit , i s very flat, and is 

subject to flooding . The profiles, texture a nd drainage of 

bottomland vary; but the fertility is usually high, and thus 

t his often 

unimproved . 

grown. tre 

kes good pasture l and , even though it be 

ere the drainage is good , crops are often 

erosion of banks is the only erosional proble 

here , and generally is not too rious. 



CH PTER TWO 

HISTORIC L GEOGRAPHY 

1 . History of Settl ment to 1820 

.. 

The ite settlement of Whitby Township did not begin 

until fter 1800. Up to 1857 Whitby Township included 

E st itby township , and their division took pl ce in that 

year. Prior to 1800 , there w s virtually no settlement 

in the area o£ the Township t all . o major Indian 

tr ils came n ar the area , nor does the Township h ve any 

navi ble riv rs , both of which were important in the loc tion 

of I ndi n settlements . The only p rt the township would 

h ve pl yed in Indi n life ould be that of a hunting ground . 

In the same m nner , the are w s of no import nee in the 

French period , and it was not until the British came into 

eom£11ct with her American colonies in 1775 , that the 

eventual settl ment of this are could be foreseen . 

United Empire Loy list began their migr tiona to 

Nova Scotia, the Upper St . wrence , and Niag ra in that 

ye r . It was the overflow from th St . Lawrence s ttlement 

region that provid d the first settlers £or hitby Township . 

This settlement however did not re ch the township until 

after 1800• John Graves Simcoe w s ppointed GoveTnor o! 

Upper C nada at this time, and it was his settlem nt policies 

hich provided the basis for the Lake Ont rio townships o£ 

South Central Ontario. Settlement to the e st of his 

headqu rters , York , w s slower that that to the west and 
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north s his r di l roads were built in those dir ctions 

first . The survey of Whitby town and Town hip was con

ducted b tween 1791 and 1795 · 

The survey consisted of 1 ying b se line par llel 

to the lak ,, and cutting off th irr gular lake front . 

This line !onned ·the base of concessi on I in th Township . 

Nin conces ions w re laid out 100 chains ap t , and these 

wer divided vertically into lots 25 chains wide~ The 

concessions number I to IX from the b se lin , whil the 

lot number lS to )5 from the east . (Due to 1 ter division 

o£ th township) • 

By 1799, the ro d between Toronto and Kin ston w s 

compl te 1 but almost imp s able ; nevertheless , it permitted 

settle nt in the township to begin. In the first tw nty 

year of ettlement , d v lopment clung very closely to the 

lake front , so that by 1821 only the land as far north as the 

top of oonees ion III was occupied , and this only sp r ely . 

Si coe's policy h d been to encour g Americ n settlers , 

hether truly Loyalist or not to settle in upper C nada , a 

they had fir t hand knowledge of pioneering. Whitby' 

first ettlers ere the 1 te Loy lists , all of Anglo• Saxon 

extraction. By 1811, there were enough settlers to require 

a school and in th t year on was built . Settlers up until 

1820 had a very difficult time of intai n1ng livelihood and 

were occupied mainly with ole ring land and preparing it for 

planting. During this twenty year only nough food could 

be grown to supply the n eds of each family and there wa no 



surplus for r t . 

intention or £ rmin • 
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Settl rs came to this rea , with the 

Good £ rm l nd w chos n on th 

b sis of th natur 1 vegetiv cover. Poor gricultur 1 re 

char ct ~ized by op n "park" land usually ere left uncut , 

while th h avil y wood d land , indic ti good soil , wa 

cl · ed . (i.9 . Ther re ains to•day much uncle r d land on 

the coarse andy soils of the Iroquois horeline . ) 

2 . EVOLUTION OF AG ICULTlJRE 

Th gricultural d velopment of Whitby Township 

w s very clo ly connected ith Port Whitby , the ncesto~ 

of the town of Whitby. The volution of Whitby Town will 

be discussed t l ngth 1 t r on , but om r ferenc to it her 

is nee ssary to ppreci te th rowth of gricultur in the 

Township . 

New are " re op n d up in th Township only road 

, 

connection were d av il ble , thu oocu anc and develop nt 

or ked its w y b ck from th lak front , wh r settl ment had 

begun.. By 1843 , Port 

port in Upper Can d , 

itby had become th third r nkin 

th an gricultur 1 hinterland s 1 rge 

as that of Toronto. hitby Township part of thi hinter-

nd . In the e ye r Por t itby xported "28, 562 barrels · 

of flour , 29 , 674 bu hel of whe t , 35:3 , 500 f t of lumber •. " 1 

Thi 1nd1c t s the n tur of agricultur e in th tOl1nSh1p t 

the ti • Whe t production w a· lmost the sole gricultur l 

pursuit , 

1 - Sp lt J . Th Urban Development of South- C 
A s n , Th N therlands , 1955 , pp73 
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extr r venu • hitby Township got its best chanc . to 

dev lop wh n in l 50 a plank r oad w s constructed f r o 

Port itby to Port Perry . The township around Lake 

Scugog, had developed much earlier than itby, due to their 

access fro Kin ston via the Trent system, and thu there was 

e lth of t r ade i n grain to be t pp d h re . The plank 

road provided a connection with this area but in doing so 

op ned up the whole of fuitby Township £or settl ement . 

Port Whitby as at the di advantage of having no ter power 

tor milling, so much o£ the gr in brought from the Scugog 

are w s ground t nearby Oshawa where the r e was mill . 

The owners of ar housing firm h d foreseen this difficulty , 

and had erected mill t the site of pr sent day Brookli n 

in 1848 , alongside th r ad to Port Perry. Although this as 

poor ill pond sit , enough w ter wa available to oper te 

the mill for part o£ the year. Th mill till operat s to- d y 

under hydro el ctri c power , and will be d.iscus ed later in 

conn ction with Brookl in. 

Co plete census !1gur are no'G av ilable but i t was 

after 1850 when livestock ere int roduced into the township 

i n ny number , The 1851 censu reports 4365 acres of pasture 

l d most of which would be unimproved , and 1383 cattle , long 

wit h 3315 sheep , and 1703 hogs . Fro t h se figures , the 

importance o£ sheep £arming can be seen, along wi th th 

relativ i mportance of cattle . Sheep farming a of nor 

i portanoe arlier when a f ulling mill was est blished t 

Oshawa , nd it is very likely that the ool of Whitby' sheep 
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1as en there . In this ye also , itby 's popul tion 

w s t peak, th t ~as not surpassed until l95S. In 

1851 the population was 3546 , in 1958 it wa 4,601 . 1911 

sa th popul t ion at its lo e t bb when it s only 1875. (Fig.J) 

In the ye s bet een 1861 and 1911 the popultation 

dropped steadily. By 1861 o t of the l nd had b en occupied , 

but not a great d al of it a, improved. Also in these 

years w e t production dropped off, and pasture land as 

incre ed to bout 9000 ere • In th year 1911, the town

ship wa t its low t ebb , lk and be f eattl dominate the 

economy but these ere not great in num r . Of the i proved 

l nd 1 1063 acres w re in heat , 1932 ores in b rley , 4323 

ores in o ts , 596 ere in corn , 1372 or s in mixed grain 

and 5544 acre in cultivated hay . Th dominance of hay and 

pastur indieat s the importanc o£ cattle, but fa ng w s 

gener lly of mixed type. There a not a great d 1 of 

chang in the proportion. of the e creage until 1951. In 

the period 1911-41, the amount of proved land re ined const nt 

at round 25 , 000 ere , whe t aer ag incre s d by 100 acr s , 

oats dropped 1500 ores , nd the amount of pasture land dropped 

to 5527 acres , hile ixed grain acre ge incre s d to 3000 

acres .. These changes lon with an increaa in the number of d iry 

cattle, and a r duetion of bee£ e ttle and she p , indicat d an 

intensification of mix d £ ng , but no definite trend towards 

d irying. 

Th :figure of th 195l census indicate th t rt of the 

tr nds discus d in th next chapter. In this year the 
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population had risen to 2972 , ost of the incr ase being 

accounted for by urb·n popul tio s . The trend to ard 

dairying however w s pp rent , ven though the number of 

ilk cows , heifers and calv , had be n reduced to 2691, 

du to reduction of c ttl in th southern part of the 

tp hip , under the inf1u nees of urbanization. e t 

acr ages increased to 2081 eras , oultiv ted h y to 5440 acr s , 

and pasture to 341 ores , a gre t deal of which was rot tion 

pastur • 

hang s ~n far n methods e lso apparent . The 
I 

number of horses in th township in 1931 was 1071,. and in 

1951 this h d dropped to 393 . Horee had bee r placed 

by tr ctors which w re over 250 in number. Far e r were 
qcrec; 

also paying ore ttention to soil building as 662A ere 

lying fallow, ore than ever be!' ore . 

here were change~ also in the s condary gricultural 

pursuits . Sheep which h d b en d clinin in numb r ever 

since 1861, sho ed an increas to 2490. Hog raising r e.ched 

an all time high ith a total of 3132 . Poultry which had 

reached unprec ndented numbers of 58, 565 birds in 1941, dropped 

to 10, 821 in 1951. 

Since the beginning of the 20th century, orchards , 11 

fruit , and market g rdens had occupied an 1mportant part in 

th agriculture of the southern art of the township . In 1911, 

there were 1119 acres devoted to orchard and 499 for small 

fruits , and rket garden • Since then rket g rden production 
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h s fluctuated ev rly , but in 1951, there er still 481 

acres put to this use . rchards on the other hand have steadily 

declined, so that in 1951 only 460 acres were still in orchards . 

This brief discussion or the volution of griculture 

in Whitby Township , provides a basis for a detailed discussion 

of present land use , and t r ends in f rm1ng types. In the 

next chapter the concept o£ devel opment areas, already d fined , 

will be in roduced. Th d velopment areas repr sent an 

import nt stage in the owth of the township , as the effects 

of urbanization and a growing dairy market beco e pparent , 

and are manif st in arious sections o£ tb Township. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

DEVELOP 

l . Develop ent Area I 

From the lake front to conces ion t o , and. projecting 

into· cone ssion three there ie an are hich i at the present 

time e eriencing ext n iv urbaniz tion. This devel opment 

is taking place into w ys . ha zon around the Town of Whitby 

particularly between Whitby and s w to the e st , subdivisions 

have been dev oped , creating a rur al-ur ban fri nge . Through

out the rest of the are agriculture persists , but has been 

affected by the urban spread . What as once a dairying region , 

is now predominately used for c sh crops . any farms hav 
" 

b en bought on peculati on , but are still operated as farms 

on a year to ye r b s i s , there being no great inv t ents de 

in this rea for agricultural i mprovement . The township pl ns 

to zone this hole ar a for urban uses , the land east of the 

Town of Whitby for industry , and the land to th west for 

residential , and commercial along highway 2 . 

This r then is in transition from predo in t ly 

grieul tural land use , to urb n uses . 

LAND TYPe. I .3 500 acres 

III 4800 n 

IIIA 

IV 

VI 

VIII 

400 " 

600 " 

500 " 

200 " 

TOTAL 10, 000 n 

See soils and land types 

section for descriptions , 

(fig Fl ) 

lso 



Land valu s in this are . e higher than in the 

ar as to the north. This ain 1 due to the expected 

urbanization , and to the l oc t1onBictor, and are not part-

icul rly r lated to the land type , except in cases of flood plai n 

land and marsh s. This does not show as cl arly as it 

might i n the ass sment figur , hich only take into account , 

land t pe fro the point of view of agriculture , and the location 

factor , hich reduc s the assessed value of th land by one 

per cent for each concession. The land in thi rea is 

ass sed t n average of 45 . 0 p r acre which is only 5, 00 

und r the sass ent p r acre for top fa 1 nd indicatin the 

ount or good farm land here . 

Land Use . 

(a) Agriculture . Agriculture in this area is inly on a 

cash crop basis . Th re r v ry few dai~ farms left 1 although 

t one tim dairy farming predominated . Of the ricultura1 

land in this re on , cereal grains occupy the largest are , 

covering nearly 2000 crea. ost of this grain is sold , nd 

is not used for feed on the farms on which it is grown, for 

ther are few cow • There is abou~ h lf as much hay gro 

as there is corn , the hay occupying about 1100 eres . The use 

of this hay c n be grouped in three c tegories . On farms where 

d iry cows ar kept it is naturally used for feed , otherwise 

the hay y be grown ail m rket garden land s a soil builder , 

and be plowed under in the fall , or finally it y be sold to 

fa ers in surrounding reas , whose larger herds require more 
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fodder . There is considerable corn grown i n this r a , 

o e of it for fodder, and som of it for cannin in the 

Stok ly Van C p plant at itby. 

n 1 portant part of the a ricultur h r , although not 

a large part , is the tree fruit and mar k t gard nin • 

pprox tely 700 acres ar put to this use , hich 1 part

icularly suited to this rea because of the mod r te eli te . 

Ag in aome· of the produe is handled y Stok ly V n Camp 

in itby . ppl _s , to toes and pe 11 bein proc sed 

and canned for rk ting by th1 company. The rest of the 

.f'ruits · and ve etable ar sol d in oronto and Osh w • 

he r ainder o! the a icult ur 1 land is d voted t o 

pasture • . Pasture land h rei not n arly s extensiv as 

in the r st of the township , and the · lk herds are much 

smaller. The average dairy far-m h r e keeps only ten to 

fourteen lk cows , and d pends on the . ale of erops for 

th re t of their income . . cent innovations in i lk 

ark ting, ;Ls apeed1n th .departure of th d ;try industry 

in this area . Very few d 1ri will buy lk fro f~ers 

. ho h v not in talled the bulk cooler for tr nspor t by t nk 

truck . The dairy farmer s knowing th t their day are 

n bered , are reluctant to go to the gr at exp~nse of in-

stalli ng the cool ers. y the e token, they ar reluct t 

to invest in beef herds , due to the length of tim that it 

take and th output involv d . Thus the c ttl industry 

is fa t i eappearin 1n thi .are , nd within very short 



will not exist. 

Land type I nd III cov r the largest portion of thi 

rea and nearly all of. th griculture is carried out on 

the • 

It wa point d out earli r that land type I lias rated 

good for cereal crops, especially int r wh at , of which 

there is d finit concentr tion e t f the to of 

Whitby trhere o t of the land is type I. W t of th town 

on _ nd typ III there is ore v ri tion of crop.s, cer ls, 

corn and h y oeeupyi equ 1 or a • and ore nd u ed for 

fruit and truck crop , for hich land t e III is particularly 

suit d. 

Ho rai ing which is low r per acre in itby th n in any 

of th surrounding townships is 1 ss concentrated in this area 

than in the r t or the townshi , which is accounted for by 

th general tr nd w y fro f rm animals as urbanization 

incre ses. On the ether hand , th poultry industry in tby 

compares favourably wit h surrounding townships on a per ere 

ba is , and this area has ood proportion of poultry population. 

This i by virtue of the fact that one of the townships jor 

poultry farms is locat d in thi are on highw y 2 , est of 

the town of hitby . This r rm ke ps betw en 8 and 10, 000 birds, 

which is about 1/9 of the total number of birds in th township . 

The poultry products are rketed in Toronto, itby and Osh w • 

Sever l of the other farms keep a number or birds , but market 

on ller b' is , wherever the best price can be obt ined 

which often eans private sales . 
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Below the base line in the st rn section, production is 

specialized bein mostly cereal grain for sal • The aver ge 

sized farm al~ through this rea is 73 cres, which is 

signi£1cantly les than in most other parts of the to ship. 

This i the result or many farms b ing split up for ub-

divi ions, and 

Urb n Uses. 

(a) Residential. 

11 acreages being sold of£ for ingle lots. 

• . 
Since the last war urban development ha 

mushroomed in countless Ontario towns, spilling b yond th 

bound ries of the towns into the adj cent townships, tby 

township has been no exception. orth nd south of highway 2, 

subdividers h ve bought up ny f rms, put in streets, d 

d:i,vid d the land up into 50 ' lots, using every square inch 

available. Later in our discussion or itby thes sub-

divisions will be described in detail , suffice it here to 

refer to illustr tion 13, wher the type of house is portrayed . 

Approximately 800 cres have already been subdivided in this 

manr.er , while an land h s been purchased and i 

lying idle awaitin subdivi ion. Most of this development has 

occurred between itby and Oshaw , and north of itby astride 

higl~..-ay 12. East of the town towards To nto th development 

has mainly been the construction of single houses on one to 

£ive acre lots, such houses being of a better type than the 

subdivision house • These mixed with the old r farm houses , 

gasoline stations and various other co ercial enterprise 

present a very tangled picture to the p sser-by, as the 1 ck 

of plannin is uch in evidence. 



In th ain, the township has not been able to eep 
I un 

up with the develop .. ent , hus in several c s., "i mproved ro ds , 

nd open ditches are to be .found . The problem of servicing 

subdivisions has lowed down th develop ent considerably; 

thus t here are large acr ages slated for subdivision, but 

a~ 1tin7 services. 

A~a !o th major eas of urb niz tion the standard 

brick or' s t on farmhcus prevails. These ar ll 1 r e, 

any having eigh~ or te rooms , and ·rein ood condition. 

One exception to .this re the homes on f r s of 'll acreage 

(und r 20 acres) . These usually represent th splitting o£ 

a larger farm, nd in many cases the land is u ed ! or market 

gard n1ng. The home here re smaller, often frame , an 

are not acco panied by th usual farm buildin s •. 

Fin lly on the lake front in lot 20 a very ma 11 are 

is devoted to summer cottages. These are ll ov r 10 ye rs 

old, re quite paoious and are well kept . A dirt road 

wind along the lake!ront , and nearly ll the cottages re 

between the lake and the road. These re summer residences 

only, belonging principally to Toronto people. 

(b) · ommercial Uses: All of the eommerci l est blishments 

in this are front on high ays 2 and 12. Du to the lar e 

p scale it w e not possi ble to plot these on the township 

land use map , but they consist inly of s rvice stations., 

restaurants and market pro duo stands, Commerci 1 assessment 

accounte fol:~ r•ly 5% of the total township assessment, and 

ne .rly ll o! this co es from other part of the township , 
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i ndicating t,he limited ext nt to which co ercial activity 

has developed in the are • s we shall see in our discussion 

o£ the To\tn of Whitby , when commercial develop ent is lao 

limited, the City or Oshaw erf'onns y of the necessary 

commercial functions for the whole area, · thus alleviating 

the need for this develop ent in the adj cent areas. 

}:ndustty Industry like commerce is very poorly developed 

in the to ·mehip, accounting for only 4: of the tot l assessment. 

This is loo · ted 1 other areas. The pros _ect for industry 

however is very i portant . In the official plan which is 

be1n : prepared for the township, n~arly all of the land 

b twe n itby nd Osh wa, half way up the third concession 

is being tentatively zoned tor industrial use. This is 

a reasonable development as all the transportation facilities 

are bore, the lakefront is close at hand, giving an unlimited 

supply of w ter, and both itby and Osha a are expanding their 

harbours. Solid industri l development her 
(/JiL 

however., "P ay 

h voc dth the existing resident! 1 areas, unless e reful 

planning provides the isolation necess~ for resid ntial 

area of re sonably high standard. Under thi.s same zoning 

plart , the land west of the town o£ rlhitby will be devoted to 

residential uses, hich will include all types of reaidenc s 

from multi le family dwellings to spr ading :rur 1 style homes. 

Dev lopment area one then can be thought of in terms of 

present and expecte future develop ent. In t rms of the size 

or the area, (excluding the town of Whitby) agriculture is still 

dominant on a per acre b sis, but the transition from rural to 



urban use is arerywher in evidence , and the days or agricultur e 

will he short . 

The Town or itby is a very important part of this 

development re , even though its zone of influenc go s 

f r beyon the are a boundary. Due to th size o£ the 

town. its particul r history of development and it pre ent 

function , the next two sections of this chapter rw d voted 

to a di u sion of lit y' origin, volution an r sent 

function . 



T lTBY 

(a) SITE, , EVOLUTION ND POPULATIO 

itby the e t of Ont rio County li s on th north 

hor s of Lake tario leven ile from t e bound y o£ 

tropolitan Toronto, and half-w y between ontreal d 

indsor on trans- provincial rout s. he . i te· of the town 

:i.s the flat clay pl in of old Lake Iroquois , the only 

ignific nt v riat1on in r lief being the shallow v lleys 

of the Lynde and Pr1ng1 Cree s (Fig. F2} nd the~ part1 lly 

buried drumlins which rise bout 35 or 40 fe t abov the 

surf ce of th plain. From n elev tion of 250' t th 

lake , the plain gently rise about 100' to the northern edge 

of the town which is bou.t two and h lf les from the 

l • Low shore cliff characteriz the town's 1 ke front , 

and these r brok n by b y into which the Pringle and 

Lynd Creeks mpty. Th b y ha been p rtially enclo ed 

by curving spit from the t bank, forming n c lle t 

harbour ,site . Th low flat 1 nd round the bay t one 

time was very rshy , but has $inc been filled in n ue d 

for building site • To th east of th bay mall gr velly 

beach has been form d , and th1 . stretche for bout two 

hundred y rd s in 

low shore cliff. 

ast erly dir ction and then join th 

The it of Whitby wa prob bly vi 1t d first by 

whitemen s early a th y ar 1615. Settlement howev r 

did not begin until th end of the eighteenth c ntury. 

The history of settlement o! itby i linkedwith that of 
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of tho township , and the i t ry di eu~ ed here hould 

h~ thought of a occurrin si lt eously ith the history 

of th owns p diseuse! d rlier. 

B,.,th Town d Town hip came under an or anized govern

nt s ttlement plan . Thu s eyors w re th first 

off ' ial to vi it the site . It w th custo in thes 

u ys to l y out d. th e eh Township a town ite . In the 

case o itby which fronts on La e Ontario , a l sit 

was eho en tor the T wn. If there had not be n a good harbour 

site , the Tom of hitby would h ve been located on 

Ontario, halfway b tw en th north• out boundarie • As 

there was good harbour site f ther west than th usu 1 

position for town, the urv yors chos thi .for the town 

sf. te. Totm an To mship w re surv yed bet'!T en 1791 and 1795 , 

t which ti e the town boundaries w r e st blished , and have 

since be n ch nged only once , with the addition o! 11 

pi ce o£ 1 nd in the so th- t . The base lin for th 

town is the same a s that for th To nship , running pnrallel 

t o the lake front, in a tr ght lln • cuttin of! th 

irregular _shor line . The first r oad to be construe .ed wa 

lv · th s base lin , but this fir. t road a ot d tin d 

to ecome the own's in road . Th o lots wer r nged 

symetrically around ro d , which ran from th harbour nnrth-

war .hort distance , to th limit of th ettled a . 

The inter ection o£ this road an · the base lin form d the 

Town ' f ~ t centre . These lot s were of £arm siz nd ere 

g in ubdivided along the in road into lot.s of 50 1 to 
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100'1 ont ge. 

There as no pr,vision ade for parks in the orig 1 

plan of the town, a~ thare ha been in om oth~r contempary 

0:1tario towns. It is quite possi 1 that the tiny community 

of people living in close settlement at t t t~me did not fore

see t e n cessity of such a provisio • 

T' e s rv yor' s choic o·f a ite for the ne· ettlement 

as on ne 1 and soon ~~~ i fro the ne f ms as f'nding 

i ts way to arket through the por_t of "tby. At fir t he 

settlement had been c lled i ndsor, but as later c1anged to 

~hitby after the Yo:- .shire towu, to avoid confusion With 

anoth r Ontario town. Th small h . let dev loped lon the 

road leading to the harbour around t e base line. l hitby's 

harbour uas i mportant s early as 183.3 when John Welsh built 

a tram~'lay and storage sheds in the harbour rea for the ship .. 

ment of wh at nd flour . Later tby's centre of ctivity 

shifted ~orthward , whe the Toronto-Kingston ro·d was built 

through the town , but th, harbour continued to be i portant , 
1 

a..Yld , for t'ihi le, the to,.·n. had two centres. In 1836, Peter 
~ 

Parry very nergetic settler from .ngstoll taa instrumental 

in t;"' tend· ::.1g the north-south road , (now highw y 12) to Lak -

Scugog, here it tapped th ... expallding agricultural prod ctien 

for shipment through Whitby. The importance of the harbour 

continued to grow and in 1842 the Wind sor ~arehouse was bui lt 

for the storage of grain and flour , and a wareho si co p ny 

wa formed. ~arl1er in 1833- 4 the gover en had begun work 

on harbour 1 prov ment , h' ving built piers and all ship 



erth , It s not an unco on sight to seth ro· d to 

the h rbour lin d with c rt lo ded with gr in , and up to 

thirt y ships w iting to r ceiv it . It is int re ting to 

not her that the d v lopment of the harbour did not 

includ milli n faciliti • This wa inly du to th 

lack of good mill sit s close to the h rbour , d an bund nc 

of them ithin a radius of t enty mil s . P ter P rry, ho 

h s be n ntion d earlier. w 1 o gr eatly int rested in 

th construction of a Whi by- Georgian Bay rail y. which 

ould h v incr ased Whitby ' gr in bed nough to mak her 

one of Ontario' leadin port • He died how ver b fore the 

pl n were compl t , and th y fell through soon aft r . In 

1a52, the 

purcha d 

itby , Lak Simco , Scugog an~ Huron oad Co . 

itby harbour and the ro d leadin to it . Their 

pl ans c lled for h rbour and ro d 1 pr ove nts , but these ere 

to no avail . Co petit ion £r o rail ay and oth r imilar 

harbour had reduced Whitby's tr de gre t deal , and ost of 

it was gravitating towards Toronto which was gr owing ore 

r pidly than any oth r eentr in Ontario . The vol of traffic 

in itby ' s harbour was oon reduc d to that of nor important . 

Th Toronto- King ton road h d sp rk d n life into th town 

this w to b of continuing import nee so th t when shipping 

fell off , the town did not suff _r s seve~y it m1 ht 

h ve . In f ct the popul tion continued to inore e from 1861 

wh n it wa about 2, 600 to lSSl wh n it exc ded 3 , 000 . 

Activi ty w er corners l 



10,000 

i 
1 r 

i' 
9,000 I i 

1 

l I J 
8,000 ! 

I 

I ~ ~~ . 
7,000~--r---r---~~--~--~--~,--~---4,#-~---

6,000~---r---r---~~~--~i--~:--~~--~~~~~~----~· 
I I 

- --~--~-+---~~--------5,000 I 1 

4,000 

-3,000 

2,000 

1,000 

I 

. I 
I 

I I I J 

I 
I 
' I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

- __ ._ 

I 
' 

I 

I 

I 

1861 1871 1881 1891 j 1901 1 191f 1 1921 1931 1941 I 1951 1956 

T WN F WHITBY 

L TIO TRE 

FIG· ~ 
W. M . 1958 



the int rsection of the Toronto-Kingston ro d {Hwy .2) 

nd P ter Parry's ro d (Hwy 12). hitby' . urviv 1 after 

th t ilur of the h rbour wa based on t o things. In 

1852, Ontario county had been par ted fro York county, 

and itby bee e th new county se · t. Its ne admini tr tive 

function did not do much to incre s the t own's popu tion, 

but was i portant comm rcially a people w r drawn to th 

town on bu in s , and often did shopping whil th re . econdly , 

small industri s had grown up dU4ing the h rbour period , and 

th s :remained important , among them wa buckle factory , 

a tannery , a machin shop , t o rne shops , three w gon shop , 

and two liquor stor s . Beside thea industri s which w r in 

:r ct co erci l establisnm nts too , b c use t h y r t 11 d their 

own products , there s a post office , eneral tore , and a fe 

other co rcial outlets . 

Gro ing alon the sid or itby , 4 ile to th St t 

s th town of Osh w which got its start in 1822 when a 

fulling ill w s built ther • For long time Whitby do n ted 

Osh w , and it was not until the cGlaughlin arri ge Co pany 

loc ted there that Osh w bee e a serious rival ; and ventually 

surp ed . itby. The cG ughlin Carri ge Co pany was the 

ancestor of General Motors , which has be n largely responsible 

for Osh wa ' s growth . 

Fro the very beginni ng rlhitby w an English s ttlem.ent . 

The town being named after a Yorkshire town, indicat d the 

origin of the early settlers . To y peopl hos for £ thers 



w re from the British I lea still dominate as in 1941, 

th y composed 86 .6% of the population. The next d cade 

saw the influx o£ many continental Europe ns , and in 1951 

the percent ge of people descended fro the British Islee 

tood t 84. 6, drop of 2%. From the year 18Sl to 1901 

the t own experi need a steady decline i n popul tion , which 

s reflection of the levelling off process , following th 

decline or harbour traffic ' and the subsequent attra·ction 

of other centres for labour. The period 1911- 21 showed 

rked rise in population, as it rose from 2400 t o n rly 

4000. This is prob bly du to the increased war production 

in Oshawa, the new war worlc ers finding homes in tby . A 

imilar increas was experienc d in th period 1941•51 ~ hen 

the population rose from over 5000 to 7500. 

Finally Whitby xperienced her great st period of 

growth in the y are b tween 1951 and 1958 s the opulation 

now stands t nearly 10, 000. Most centres in southern Ontario 

have experienced similar xpansion since the last war , and 

Whitby has been no exception . Her population i ncre se is 

du mainly to increased industrial ctivity hich has generated 

need for a greater labour force . Expansion in Oshawa has 

alsd overflowed into Whitby and about 20% of the working fore 

now living in itby works i n Oshawa . 



The tunctio~s and functional zon_ ,s o£ itby ar shown 

Ol'l the pre.sent land use p . (Fi . 6) ro the p it can b 

se n that the distribution o£ functional zon s ·1 rel ted. to 

he town cent~ , the harbo~, and th r port tion route • 

(a) ransportation 

The town of 1 tby l1 on th two ain trans• provincial. 

highways, H1ghw y 4 l and Highw y 2 , half · y bet e n ontreal 

in the ea t and ind or in the west , and about 22 ilea from 

the c ntre of etropolitan Toront • lo the e t o highway 

rout moves 1 rge portion of th prQVinces truck transport 

traffic. The inter ection of Highway 2 and High y 12 , which 

runs 1n a north~west direction, forms th co ercial centr 

of itby• High ay 12 joins with Hiy~way 7, another trans• 

provincial rout , to the north of' tby , thus giving th 

town excell nt ro d conn ctions with ll p rts of' Ontario . 

Vi the e highways •tby is s rved · th. a half hourly bus 

service itb etropolitan Toronto nd neaxby Oshawa. 

The Can dian N tiona and C nadi n P cif'ic railways 

both have th ir .in ea~t-w st lin s running through itby,. 

and provide siding$ to major industries nd n interconnecting 

switch l in • The c. • R~ lin run p r llel to and outh 

o£ High ay 401• while th C. P •• line lies in the northern 

part of the own and cut through it fro th north- est. 

Both lines h ve tations of standard rail ay desi , itu ted 

by the track and clo t o Highway 12. The C. N. R. h pur 

lines running to the har bour are and lake front industr1 s. 
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Air f cilities re close at hand , · th a.n ir fi ld 

in 0 hawa , nd another which is rved y T. C. A., alton 

lying 40 1les to th est. 

Finally the harbour provide water conn ctions with 

the whole rl vi the St. Lawrence seaway. t present 

the federal department of Public Work is eng g d in a rogr 

of harbour improvement. Dredging oper tiona are deepenin 

the harbour o that large ocean going ships can be acco odat d , 

nd b rths for 12 such ships are being uilt . Plans for the 

nee ssary port faeilit.i s are under way and already two 

pplic tion for t"'ar housing comp nies are being con ide red. 

(b) Industa; 

itby's position in the industrial horseshoe , fro 

Osh wa to iagara Fall (JI.:t.g.l) kes it inevitable th t she 

will experience industrial growth. This has already been 

evidenced sine the 1ar , and the exp nsion is expected to 

continue. In order th t indu try can thrive however , the 

town ust be able to provide t he necessary services. t 

the pr sent ti e itby is able to pump J,Ooo ,oo gal lons 

o£ water per day , and expansion plan call for 12 , 000, 000 gal lon 

per day. T ere is dequate open space in the town for 

industrial and residential expansion; the gre t increase in 

population since 1951 indicates that the size o£ the labour 

f'orce is keepin up with an an ding industry.. It i 

interesting to note that hitby , while providing services for 

the n w industries , has in the 1 st three ye rs h d a declining 

industri 1 tax rate , which is no the low st in the town' 
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Th Stokely Van C p Canning factory . 

Th lake front i ndustrial s ction as 
s en from High y 401 . 



r a . 

industrial areas can be s en in fi e 6 . 

surrounding 

lhitby ' 

Ther is a ll group of industries alon · the c. P. • tl" cks 

in the north , and along the int rconnecting lin north nd 

south of highw y 2. Other ller in ustries which cannot 

be pped on thi seal are scatter d throughout the town. 

The third industri l zone is the lake front , r , nd here are 

found the newer and heavier industries. In the group of 

industrie along the C. P. R. tracks, we find Stckely Van C , 
canning co pany , which process s the rket gard n crops 

and fruit of th i tby di trict , d a far aw y a Lind ay , 

mark ting them all through Ontar-io . uch of th land in the 

town hich is still in gricultural us is rented by Stokely 

Van C p , and crop specifically for their uee re grown , 

these including corn and tom toes which are the ost important . 

rther east lon the tracks and on the 1nter~ritching line 

other 11 r industri s are foun ; jax 1 ber Company, 

Wright Electronic , Chicago Painted String Company and the 

itby elding .orks. The rketing o£ the roducts of 

these 1ndu tri s is or local than th t of Stokely V Camp , 

thus they d p nd on th rail ay to bring in the needed m terial s , 

but do their shipping by truck to the local and nearby arket • 

In the appendix re listed all the industries located 

in itby . Th se include the all industria . not pped 

in figure 6 , of which the illcrest D iry is an example . 

This airy is one o£ tby' s re links with the agricultural 

hi terland , s it draws hole lk from the surrounding townships , 

and processes it for the consumers of Whitby and Oshawa . 
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In th lake front and harbour area are found the large 

new indu tries thich have been instrument l in Whitby's 

recent growth. In the harbour area and ing use , of the 

h rbour are Trinid d Leaseholds Com any Limit d (Texaco Oil} 

and MacN ra Con truction Comp y , whose dredges are de pening 

the harbour. The Dunlop Rubber Go . located to the east of 

the harbour plans to ke use of th harbour for 1 porting 

rubb r , and ill have the.ir own dock and storage sheds . 

Canadian Silieo , and Bat urst Power and aper plan to u e 

the harbour also as soon as it is fitted £or more and larger 

ships. The Dupont Company of Canada (nylon products) is 

considering using the harbour but as yet has de no decision 

to do so . All these in ustriee are po t-war arrivals in· 

~lhitby anc re like in that their raw materials are not 

derived locally , and their markets are spread all qver eastern 

Canada . Ther location in itby is in keeping with th 

spread or industry a y from the large centres all through 

the indu trial hors shoe froo Oshawa to Niagara Falls . 

At th pr sent time , there are twenty-nine industrial 

concerns lready loc ted or who have purchased ~ites in , itby. 

Th 1956 census figures show that industry mployed 596 workers 

or 25 f th totns total labour force . Industrial wages in 

that year av raged 2 , 850 p r employee ,, and totaled 1 , 716 , 000. 

This year the available 1 bour force is almost 3, 000, which, 

if the distribution of labour is in the same proportion as in 

1956 ~ould give industry a labour force numbering 750 orkers . 

Only 6 of th vail ble labour in itby how v r works in 



Th n shopping centr 
on rock treet uth . 

itby's comm rcial 
core lo king e t 
on Dund Stre t . 

our ervic station 
h v located n Brock 
tre t South just 

north of Highw y 401 . 
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are employed in Oshawa and 

In the official plan of Whitby a gre t de 1 of land 

has been s t asid for industri l use. Figure 6 shows 

the distribution of thi l'nd and its present uQe . ~st 

of it is idle ut some has remained agricultural, but it is 

expected that it will all be industrial land by 1980. The 

locational factors in this zoning are obvious from figure 6 , 

the l and reserved £or industry being .in the arbour area , and 

along the railway lines . So e of the areas designated 

indu trial have already been fitted with municipal services , 

and is r e dy to be put into use . Such land can be purchased 

for a ntmum of 1500 per ncr • 

(c) Co ~rcial 

Whit y's commercial o~h has not k pt pace dth her 

industrial growth. l ith th popul tion more than double 

what it was in 1921, there re not many more co ercial c•utlets 

than there 1ere at th t ti e . reasons for this are apparent . 

Natural commercial growth should occur along the two main 

streets , Dundas and Brock. The tom has constrlct~d this 

development by zoni a block centred by the present co eroial 

core as c9rm ere! 1 , and permitting dev lop ent elsewher only 

in special instances . esidences ho ever occupy the 1 nd zoned 

as co ercial , and the town has not matured to the point where 

re~development will occur n turally . Consequently , nearby 

Osha WI , a larger centre , t 1 a greater variety o£ stores , is 

accommodating part of \~itby 's needs . All the large department 



60 

tore , and the better sp cialty shop are loc ted in 

Osh w , nd ost ihit y people will drive th l and 

hal£ to sh to do their shopping for major .ite s . 

Th co rcial cor and town c ntre is built around the 

in intersection o£ Brock and Dundas Str ets (high y 

2 and 12) . It extends three blocks west and two blocks 

ea t along Dundas Street ; and one bloc north and thr e 

blocks south along Brock Str et . ( ig. 6) Th i n 

intersection is typical o£ ost commer cial c ntres , having 

bank on two corners , post of£1c building Oil the third 

and a drug stor on the fourth . he post offie building 

otever is no v cant as a new pot offic has been built one 

block east on Dund s Street , This section of the town has 

a l t e c11ar 

area . '.!'he 

teristics o£ a southern Ontario town•s commerci al 

tor s ar all old , built of brick, and ny of 

them have not be n al tered since th ir con truction. The 

few that have been face lift d , st nd out and look out of 

place. ost inds of small shops can be found , shoe store , 

jewelry shops , clothing stores , cigar store , hardware stores 

and restaurants . Dundas Street W at is perhaps the best 

commercial street , and her e is found th office of the Ti es 

Gazette , the Oshawa- 'tby d ily , a 11 medical building, 

two r st urants , and a variety of shops . Brock Street 

north, th hotel is found standing beside an antiquat d movie 

house . Aer o s the street from the hotel is anoth r restaurant 

and it is flanked by the inevitable shopa . There is nothing 

in thi commercial rea that would indicate that itby is 
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boomin town, 1i h opulation of 1 , 000 , nothin · o£ the 

new \1 • tby · th l re; mod,ern lak ront industrie and 

spxaTlin residential subdivi ion • 

arther no th n Brock Street th only co ercial 

stablisht ents re g oliue statio 1s 1 hich actually r 

the don·nantly r sidenti l atmosphere . ast and est on 

Dund s str et 1 f CO~l1f!lercial establishments have been 

pen itted , including service stati ns and restaurants , which 

besi e servin th town , serve the traffic passing through 

·ne own . rock Str t south , cl ose to hi way 4 1 has seen 

an i.ter stin ch n 'e in land use . In respon e to the eavy 

tra£ ic co ·ng off high 'lay 4. l , three service stat ions have 

be n built on ·th east side o the road , and one on th est . 

Just nortl oi' th eervie stations , a s 11 .five st·on shopping 

centre has been built . This has c e ted a. n w and fairly 

i p r ant c ntre £ c erci l activity, but y no eans is it 

indicative of the magnitude o the towns r owth . 

ne o~ erci 1 fun tion that hitby do s not p rfo is the 

s le OJ. m i•P e nts . h re is no i plement de ler in 

it y , and thi function has to be perform d by • It ~s 

so ewhat surprisi th t the town whose origin and arly growth 

w connected very closely with th agr i cultural hint rland , 

hould h ve lo t ost all con act with the rural cen • Yet 

1 n the Iaat"'lier is consid red i t is not difficult to see that 

farmers would b ttracted to a c ntr which offer o e services 

Ql d r v ·iety o pro ucts . Thus Osh. w has f r ore contact 

with the agricultural areas than does 1tby. This is not to say 
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th t £ rmer do not do bu i e s in itby. 11 banks 

r port having cu to ers fro a far north as rooklin d 

f r .a t s Pic eri g , as do th speei lty shops. In 

all eases howev r, it appeared th t 0 ha a rew ore rural 

busine than did itby , and this was confi ed he 

in e t i gations among th farmers were made. Commercially 

then , itby ppear to be only a local annex to Oshawa. 

In 1951 , Whitby's commerci 1 sales w re ,orth 5, 992 , 

thi sum b ing aceumul ted through sixty- two business 

establishments. These sixty• two busines es e ploy d 231 

p rsons , or about 12, o£ the labour force . 

oo .oo, 

There i a very limited wholesale commer ial trade in 

hitby, con isting of thre trucking firms int inin offic s 

and warehouses , ho e sales a ount d to only one eighth of t he 

value of the retail sales. Again wh _sale trade is p rformed 

by Toronto and Osha a, and is very poorly developed in itby. 

(d) e idential 

The pr ent popul tion of Whitby exceed 10, 000 ople . 

s the only cen us figures availabl r those of 1956 when 

the population as 9, 995 , the figures used in this disc sion 

will be based on that census . In 1956 there re 2, 033 

hous hold$ iving n verage of 3.8 person per household . 

It can be assumed th t ne rly 9 1 of the households rep es nt 

a dwellingas the only apart nt d velopment i n the town took 

place aft r 1956 . 

The residenc and residential re s have b en classifi ed 

by ean of six groups , th criteria for the cl ssification being 
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Modern Subdivi ion hom • 

Row Housing subdivision style . ote the lack 
o£ landscaping and open ditch s . 



the ag and valu of th house , along 'th the l ocation 

and lot s·ze. 

(~) ~ These are multiole dwelli ngs and r e recent 

development in itby. The apartment buildings h ve bee 

built in only one section of town (Fig. 6), and con ist 

ot three storey buildings cont ining eight apartments , 

w ich rent for 80,00 to 110.00 per onth epending on 

t he size o£ th apartment. 

(11) .!!§ These are the ne\'l subdivision type home , built on 

lots with 50' to 60' front ges and valued betwe n 15 ,000 

nd 25*000~ These are all one storey and one and a half' 

storey buildings ., o£ similar design, lining treeless streets, 

which are of' a basically rectang. l r p ttern. These hoqt s 

have all the municipal services, which the town has b en 

very quick to provide , and ao fdr h s be n. able to keep up 
I 

· with the demand. The subdivisions are located on the outer 

edges of' the settled part of the town, nd are in striking 

contrast ith the older and ore sedat resid ntial sections . 

In 1955, 162 homes or this type were built, h ving a total 

value of $3, 894 ,000. In 1956, building dropped off as only 

82 homes were built , and th total value dropped accordingly. 

Ho·wever, in 1957, 84 ho es were built, but th ir valu exceeded 

that of the 1955 building, thus indicating th trend towards 

larger or e ensiv subdivision homes in the 30 to 35 , JOO . OO 

class. 

(iii) RR In a. v ry few instances along highw y number 2 

there are homes old and new which must be classed s rural . 



2 Ho e . Old bric 
homes on lar e haded 
lots . 
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R l Ho e. No th n 
hous n older str et . 

R 3 Ho .. Poorer typ 
of old ho • 



residential, non farm buildings . The old re built on 

large lots and still are surrounded by farm buildings . The 

new are ranch type homes, built on large well landscaped 

lots and have a definite rural atmosphere. 

{ iv} The hou es of the old s.ettled portion of the town are 

divided into three groups Rl, R2 , Rj. The newe~ houses built 

since the ar are Rl , and they differ fro the subdivision 

houses in location, landscaping and styling. ost often 

they are found singly between two houses of a differ nt t ype , 

and thus are mapped only if more t han three occur in on 

block. The value o£ this type of house ranges fro 12,000 

to 20,000 and t hey are usually found on the standard fifty 

foot lot, which h . been mostly landscaped. The remaining 

two types are d1fferenti l rro the rest not only by the 

appearance or the house, but by the overall ppearance of 

the streets on which they occur. The area classified s 

R2 have the stately old homes of the town. They are often 

built on lots larger than a sixty• foot frontage but not 

generally. They are set back well off the streets,are 

well kept, have two storeys and are usually built o£ brick. 

The streets in R2 districts re tTee lined and qui.et, 

presenting a very pleasant picture of grandeur, without being 

ornate. Usually this type is found within few blocks of the 

commercial core nd forms the old residential core of the town. 

RJ ho es are no older than R2 but are of a very inferior type . 

They are built on s aller lots , are in mueh poorer shape and 

are loc ted closer to the railways and industrial areas th n 
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ew Ontario County 
Regi try Office with 
old Court House in th 
background . 

68 

R 3 Homes. V ry old 
ho es of Port fuitby . 

Front of the itby 
unicipal Offices . 
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~chools, two epar te schools and one secondary school which 

serves a district high chool. In chool construction 

th town has aga n kept pac with the dem nds of a growing 

popul.tion, In ddition to the gover ent nd eparat 

schools there the 0 tario Ladies College hieh is a 

priv te school for girl • establish d in 1875 , nd is attended 

by youn ladi s fro all over the orld. 

Fronting on Lak Ontario and co~ering ore than 200 acres 

i the Ontario hospital. This institution serves the eastern 

L Ontario region, and provide e ployment for y itby 

persons. On its lands are found all the works necessary 40r 

a hospital of thi siz , 100 acres of gricultt~al land mere 

much of the food necessary for the hospital is grown. 

itby b s t n churchesJ non of which were mapped due 

to their sm 11 size,. serving the inly Anglo-Saxon population. 

In the 1951 cen u 2421 peopl elaime to b long to the United 

Church hile 1920 said they were Anglican , 1125 Ro n Catholic , 

883 Presbyterian, and 538 Baptist. 

(£) ecreation It w s note earli~r th t in the original plan 

of itby o land as set aside for recreational us , and as a 

result the town to~day does not have a good Municipal park . 

Three small areas hav been set aside for pu lie recre tion use 

but none of them makes a good park. . orth of Dund s Street 

and e t of Brock, a block on which the town fater to er stands 

is us d as a ball field and play area . A few large trees 

provide some h de but the area lacks the isolation necessary 

for a good park. South of D ndas Street and straddling 
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Broc tre t, · nother si i ar area i usc for p rklund . 

On one si e of the stre t there ico ( lay rt~a and a few 

p:i.c ic tables, while on the ot er there i~ a very fine lawn 

. O\ ling court , and some tennis cour :.:) . o the ast of the 

har our on th lake!ront i eg enshor Park, a 19 acre site 

of _ oorly .cept r ss · d gravelly beach. Developm nt here 

has been very li ited nd although •t s rves the purpose , is 

ost unat~ractiv • A £ l'1 picnic tables r e distributed 

un er clunps of trees , nd lunches may be urch sed at 

l'efreshment booth that, is most ~in iting . 

Th~ to m has no plans the pr s nt time for any extension 

of par faciliti s . This ,roul d appear to b an exantple or 
poor pl ning s the already inaq quate f cilities will be 

very much over t ed 1! the population continues to increase 

at its presenu rate . There is how v r a di tinct possibility 

that th Central Ontario Conserv·tion Authority which has just 

been formed will turn so e of the flood plain land in th town , 

which is at present idle , into pa1·k r creational use . Th 

land shown in f'igur 6 idle d not desi ,n·ted for any use , 

is mostly flood plaii.1 land d :cecr ation would be a very 

suit ble us for it . 

Otho:t th n parks the tom has a 1 r e arena which house 

the to ry activ hoc ey l gu s , and i th home of th 

1itb unlops , orld hockey cha pion in 1958. h re is 

also a swimming pool, nd just north of the town limit a 

new curling rink is bei uilt by the nhi t by curlir~ club. 



{ ") P-sricu,·ture ~1ithin the limits or 'hitby there are 

pproxi~tely 600 acres of agricultural land. >iost of this 

l2nd s on the outskirts of the town iying ad.j c nt to the 

oNnsh·p lands. Figure shows the land that i pre ently 

us d for .., gricultur t l.S designated for industry, there 

is V' y l•ttle of this land left, most f the land zoned 

indu tric; 1 as been sold and now stands 1 le. The agricultural 

land i put to a v _ iety of agricultur"l uses, non th se 

be·'ng corn for canning, tomatoes for canning. cash crops of 

gra n and hay. and there is one orchard . Dairying used to 

be imp~ rtant in the southern part of ~-Jhi tby township but 

urb dz tion has pushed ack the dairy farmers , and t he town 

farmers like ·their township neighbours in the southern are 

ro crops for sale• r ather than £or .feed, as they keep no 

c ttle. 

(h) Idle Land A large proportion of the lan l~thin the 

town liuttts is lyin idle. Tlrla is beeause most of it has been 

bought for indt.strial use , or is expeete to he sold tor 

Th farmers uho u.s d to m-m th ~ 1, nd have collected 

their money an _ left the dtsti J.ct, many of th 1 retiring to 

other employment or leisure , while a few purchase u \t farms 

elsewhere, and the old farms grow weeds until they are 

converted to their new uso . Figure shows very cl~ rly 

that industrializ tion will occur mainly to th east of 

~itby in the direction o£ Oshawa , as much of the idle l and 

ere is d s ignated for i ndu try. 



In a fe inst esi nated idle land occurs 

( ig.6). As 1as r viously entioned t i bottomland 

that 1 subject t flo ing and at the present tL is 

r stricted f r any us • ~ est of the harbour thera is a 

1 rge - ea of low m rshy l and tha·t v-till be filled f)r dock 

facilities hen th harbour improve. ten has r43ached that 

s't ge . Av resent it is idle nd dQes not pr sent s very 

l a ing ap areance . 

The in ustrial , c mmercial , rc idential, recreational 

and i nstitutional functio s .ohich have b en di cussed in 

thi., chapter, rc all i posed on a basic grid pattern or 
streets, 

but not 

o e of t he ne1 subdivisions have v rie from this 

great deal. This patte~n originated in the survey 

of the town , a s the l nd was divided rect _ngular ,. and the 

pattern as continued through the to~ms development. There 

ei g no jor topogra~hic barriers the to ~m has grown fairly 

symetric lly about its n centre , dth a definit tendency 

to elon~atc 01 ~d the l ao an the old c ntre . 



D•welorment . rea II . 

The largest are in the to nship hich h s experienced 

a particular type of devel pment, i s rea I I cov ring nearly 

17, a cres . Dairy f ~ming here is the domin t industry . 

The area i a ctually i n. t o sections , the outh rn one 

occupying most of concession three , while the northern 

section inclu es a 1 of concessions VI, VII , VIII , and IX 

and the eastern half of conce sion V. ithin the major 

area is a s aller area where beef cattle r aisi do inates , 

and t ni s is found in the extreme est ern ends of concessions 

VII and VIII. (fig F. 2) . The northern section of the area 

has a greater density of dairy farming t han the southern 

which has come partially under the influence of the 

urbanization o£ the rea to the south but not nearly to the 

s e ext ent. Aside from th cultural factors ~hich have 

promoted d irying here , including an e din dairy ar ket 

in the Toronto regi n , it is possible to recognize a 

physical basis for its uniform distribution. 

and Types. ~ell over thre quarters of the l and 

in the northern section of devel opment 

Ar ea II has been classified a s l and t ype I, {f ig F.l) 

wh i ch is rated good for all cer eal crops , hay, clover , 

alfalfa and pasture. ch smaller acreages of l and type II 

are f ound i n t his section (appr ox 9 ' a cres) , and ev n these 

are clas ified as ood to f air for the same crops . In the 

south-east corner of the section there are about 400 acres 



o£ land t yp V part of ~ ch witp proved drainage has 

been crop ed but with low yields. In the outnern section 

there is or variation of l and typ s, Equal acreage of 

t ypes I and IV are found , ·th all acreage of types II 

and V co pleting the section, s ther e is less good crop 

l and available here , t his section has not experienced the 

e inten ific tion of dairying, and there is still a 

considerable ount of ixed and beef farming . 

The proportion of goo f rm land to poor f ar m l and 

is hown very clearly i n t h a s ass ent figure • T ing into 

a ccount the location f actor hich reduces the assessment by 

1 for ea ch conce i on north of the lake front, the follo ing 

average assessment figures for ea ch concession indicate the 

The Dairy Indu try . ith the l arge urban rkets of 

etropolitan Tor to , Osha~ , 

and fui t by clo at hand , th develop ent of th dairy industry 

in hitby Township is a n·tur al one , and it has not yet reac ed 
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a ad Dairy £ in the ooklin 
bo ing farm buildings and fann 

that has been re odeled . 

ilk Tan trucks carry me of the area's 
milk to the HUl crest airy in ·. it by. 



its peak . In co parison ith surrounding TVNn hip", hitby 

has a fe er number o milk co~s, . on a per ere ba i tb n ost. 

Tl~is of course is rtly due to the r duction of da irying in 

the south, but is o connected With sev ral cultural ~factors, 

and r ecent trends. A the above t abl shows t his area of tb 

township is capabl of very i ntensiv cropping , a large 

portion of the pastur l and is rotation pa ture . There are 

in addition several ar as where the land although not 

parti cularly suit able for cropping i r · t ed good for pasture. 

The area then h s the capacity for very int n ive dairying , 

and the trend. is t oward thi • 

The i nnovation of the i lk t nk t ruck , nd th bulk 

cooler has made considerabl difference in the intensity 

of d irying. Far ers in order t o sell thei r i lk had to 

i nst all the bulk coolers , at con i d r abl 

order to p y for t his added expense , ore 

expen e , a nd in 

il h d to be 

produced. The bulk cooler al o r duced th number of 

f ar mers producing i lk, so that the added produ ct ion of those 

who did conver t, a s needed to keep up the supply. i ur 4 

shows tha t the f arms in t h i are av r ge betwe n 90 and 10 

a cre • Befo4 the bulk cooler , a f of this size had a 

mi lk herd aver aging 2S animals i ncluding hei! rs nd calves , 

17 of whi ch ould be ilk cows . Si nce the bulk cool ers 

have been 1 troduc d , f ar mers have found it nee ssary to 

increase their heads , and t his has been taking pl ce at 

a rate o f one cow per herd p r ye r. Thi trend has 



created a need for mor pasture , hay , nd grain £ ds . 

In ord r to o t his the farmer must use more intensive 

metho s , or cquire ore l and . In t his are it is not 

feasible for f rms to consolidate because of the high value 

of th l and. In the last fi ve years , non- far buyers have 

bought farms or parts of f arms for non agricult 

paying higher pric s than the sal of th f ar 

1 purposes , 

ld nor lly 

bring . lthough t his dev lopment is by no eans \'lid spread 

it h s been ufficient to r aise the value of 1 d , so that 

now 40 per a cre is consider d rather lo or a good far • 

For th se reasons f arm consol idati on has not t ken pl a c to 

any s i gnificant extent. Rat her the trend has b en for 

f a era ho need ore land , to r ent creage from adjacent 

farms which are either engaged in non dairy agriculture, or 

have been sold to non far peopl • T s of course, is not 

alway~~ possible , and in ny cas s hay ill be bought st ding 

from fields in dev lopment area I (or i ilar rea in adjacent 

t ownships), hich othe e would not be cropped , a s they are 

tie up by speculators. Grain feed ca be supplemented in a 

similar ay , and in s everal case it comes fro the cash crop 

far s of devel opment Area!. 

It would ·be eroneous to portray t his area as one that is 

devoted entirely to dairy fa ing. !though t his i the 

dominant type of agriculture, beef cattle r ais ing, and ixed 

f ar.ming have an important place . Indeed , unti. very recently, 
dairy h r ds \'1 r kept in ass c · at ion ,,ith cash cr ops , 

but the ne trend in dairyi ng akes t his unprofitable. 



Buildings of a e f C ttle f rm on Land 
Type I . 
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There are t wo ar eas her e beef .cat t le f ai sing i s 

part i cular l y pr omi nent , thes being sub e~t;ipns of the main 
~ . . . ' 

development rea . The est ern portion o~ concessions VII and 

VIII has a hi gher portion of beef cat tle than any ot her secti n 

of t he ar ea , There appears to be no physical rea on f or thi , 

r ther i t i s t he r esult o£ the at t i tude of neighbouring 

f armer • In t s area there are a n ber of f ar mers , getting 

on in. age , who could not see t he advisabi lity of going to 

t he xpense of i nstal ling the equipment necessary for bulk 

coolers, i nstead they sold t heir ilk herds , and invested in 

beef herds. Thes e f arms tend t o be larg r than the aver age 

size fa~ s ost of t he. being over 100 a cres. 

An xample of a f ar lying i n t his sub area will give 

an i ndication of the type and distr ibuti on of crops typical 

of beef f a The f ar m chosen for an example consist of 

acres, 90P' of whiQh is good ~farm land. Crop grown and 

a creages devoted t o each are s f ollows. 

Hay 4 acres r ough pasture 10 a cre 

eat 12 acr .s f ar m bui ldings S a cres 

Barley 6 a cres per manent and 92 a cres 
r ot ation 
pa ture 

Ry 5 acres 

An aver age of 60 beef cattle ar kept , a l ong ith 5 ilk 

cows. The beef is mar keted in Tor onto b ing hi pped by r ail 

t hr ough Br ougham, a small cent r lying outside t he t ownshi p 

a few mile t o the west. 

Final l y , mixed far ming can be f ound tl~oughout t ar ea . 

On these f ar ms , t he f armer depends n the sale of i l k and 

crops for hi s i ncome , and in so e cases his i ncome is 
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suppl ented by r evenues gain d through custom or~ done 

for other f arms. This is th ca s wh n a r-~ er may hav 

heavy inves ent in a great de f machinery, and he puts 

his machines to ork on neighbouring f ar s . 

In the . outhern section of thi development rea , mere 

there is or vari tion of land types , all three of thes 

types of fa · 1ng occur equ lly. 

Land Use : For the purpos ~ of this discus i on it is 

again nee sary ·to ivid the area into 

northern and southern ect i ons . In the north here 90% 
of the area i 1 nd typ I , th ar a l distribution depends 

on the type of f rming being carried out , r ath r than on 

soil differences . A has alre dy been indicated , dairy 

sp cializati on dominates, t herefore the roportion of 1 d 

under each agricultural use wil l g nerally be typical of a 

dairy f • 

Pasture : Pa turel d occupie the largest ere ge in 

.the area . In th north- we t where 900 aer s 

of l d type I I occur , o t f the l d i devoted to pasture , 

although few field of gr in and hay, one orchard are 

f ound . On land type I ost of t he pasture i in rotation ith 

some other cropf lthough it is often difficul t to distinguish 

between per anent and rotation pasture . Wher th Pringle 

and Lynde Creeks cut aero s the area, 1 nd t ype VII occurs , 

mo t of which is occupied by un proved pasture . 

cres in 
·pasture 7029 
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These figure. are for the hole to~st ip , o that 

the drop in a creage i probabl y due to a red ction of pasture 

in D vel opm nt are I r ather t an t hi area . 

Gr ain : Gr ain cro s cover d t . next 1 r e~t · creag 

in t his ar a . e;a n of t he l an is rated 

as gcod f r r in cr .. C! , o th t dis ribution sf irly 

unif rm . nly en l and · types II nd VII ~ here any recogni zabl 

phy ical re~son f er 1 ck of gr ain cr ps . In the sub area where 

beef c· tt1e r aisi g ie i 1 rant t 1cre is noticable r ducti n 

in gr a in a crea~es , and pa tur 

cres 1 1 1 6 

rh at 2, 81 2 , 07 

oa~ 1. 979 1, 5 8 

b rl y 331 191 

i z ... 35 

ixed a i n 2, 5 1 1, 424 

'l'he.., census fi . r es are for t e ·1ho t wnship . A 

consider abl e porti n of these acreages would be in the 

s uthern part of the town hip . In the area ith WLich e 

are concerned it i the pr actic to use most of the grain 

gro :for f ed , and ca 1 cropping i not do nant , r ather 

£ e ppli s re oit n suJ plem nt d y purcha ed d. 

.Cultiv t ed Ha;y: : There i..., usually more hay grown in t hi area 

than the l and use map i ndicate • ~y f ields 

fro hich a crop of hay had been t~ken in the early swnmer 

I 



'e e bein use for p~ sture en the survey w· s ade, due to 

the short a e of pasture hich resulted from a droughty cummer . 

l:and types I an II are r ated as good for a.lf 1 a and clover , 

whic h constit utes ost of' the hay c p . ften there is not 

enou hay grown here , and wint er supplies ust be supple ent ed 

by hay bought from ot her farms . Some f erms ve used "r s s 

sile.ge very succecsfully, but. a1ed hay is still the m in 

m thod of h rv sting. 

!.2.21. ~ 

DLTit AT D y 544 5461 

C nsus figur es are for the l' hole t own ht • 

Cor n : Corn occupies th smallest creage of crop 

l and in t his area . It is oft n fou d on the 

i perf ctly- drained ecti ons of l and type I and II, and 

som times on sloping 1 nd djc eent to l and type VII. The 

corn is used for e i l age exclu ively , a lthough there are a 

few farms producing corn fo r canning. In 1956, there were 

755 a cres of en ilage corn in the to~~ship . 

A f ew ·orch r ds ( pple) are found through o t t his a ea 

but they ate ainly very small and i n poor condition . I n so e 

f t he vall ey l and woodlot ain1y of ced r are found . In the 

1'ort hw st approxi ately 2 0 a cres of mired wood l ot are found 

in n. ~o ciati n · th land type II, in a depression 1 a1·ea . 

In the south r.n section of thi s develop ent area , 

there i mo e of a correl '!.t i on bet~ een land type and l and use . 

Land types II and IV whi ch o ~ cupy c~nsiderable acreages are 

devoted ainly to hay, herea.s the spur of l and type I and III 



rooklin's Grist Mill, built in 
tllt. • 

rooklin' shop~ are ninly convert d 
dwellings . 



hich extend into the a rea are used ma i nl y for cer eal crops . 

There is definite concentrat i n of p turel nd her e , which 

is a dir ect r esult of t he poorer oils . 

Urban . Are ~ in Devel 0pmcnt Area II 

Mh r a e three haml et and cne pol c v. l l age > erf rmi ng 

ur b n fun ct i ons in th1.s c: rea . 

Br ookl'n: . he Poli ce vil l a 0 e of B ooklin, has a popula t i on 

of 1 , 10 peopl , a nd i. Aituat ed at the juncti on 

of high,·rays 7 nd 12 . The vill age had it beginni ng in 1848 

when a gris mill ~~ built on th east branch of the Lynde 

Cr ek . The site l as not a particularly good one for a ill 

a s a large head of water could not b created, and t he sour ce 

of a t er was not always r eliable, and on s ever al occasi ons 

t he mil l ond dr i ed up and the mill went out of opera t i on for 

a whi l e . Fr·o t he point of view of location , how·ever , the 

choice of t his site was a good one , a$ it l ay a l ong s· e the 

e pl ank_ ro f r om Port W~ itby t o Port Per ry . Pr eviously, 

Oshawa, becau s e of its gr ist mi Ll , had t en uch of the 

expor t trade away from '1itby . i t h this ill b ide t 

new r oute how ver , gra in be' . g dra fro the Lake ~ cugog 

ar ea could be ground , and then shi pped di rectly to Whi t by 

f or ex ort. The road and the mill pr ovided th nucl ous 

ar ound w :i. ch Br ooklin gre\'11 and bot h r e ain and operate 

t o ay . 

Having or i ginated becau s e of a ricultur l funct ion , 

rooklin ha s re ined in cl ose cont act n th the l and . The 

unctional zones of the village a r nhown in f i gur ?. 



W.M. S£PT 1958 

·BROOKLI N 
PRESENT L AND USE 

Scale 111 = 500 • 

LEGEND 

OLD RESIDENTIAL 

RURAL RESIDENTIAL 
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISJ ON 
COMMERCIAL 
small shops 

COMMERCIAL 
farm implements 

INSTITUTIONAL 
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 

RECREATIONAL 

OPEN SPACE 

I 

l ·~,.li¥'1¥ 1 

I I 



In ustrial: Brooklin' s only industry is t ill hlch 

still op~rates . In the r loca gr ain 

i hauled by truck to t he i l l for grinding, and is then 

marketed thrcugh a major flour and f d conpany . In th 

int er loca l grain is not sufficient so est rn r ain i 

i p rted to ke p the ill operating. This i unloaded t 

tle St ati on hi ch lies to the north , and then drawn by 

truck to the mi ll . 

ercial : T\-IO classifications of co erci al a ctivity 

c n b rec gniz d in th village .• The first 

is that de ling ~dth f ar i ple ent • 

'l'hree eparate far impl ent dealers operate in the 

town, supplyi ng f r ers wi bin the villages zone of in luence 

Secondly· the villages ' co erci 1 di trict hlch con ists of 

a f w small shop , serves a ne purpose conn cted with the 

hi way, t his eing a service to t ourists heading t owards 
' Ontari o northern vacat~onland . In t his co e ci 1 section 

are foun t wo restaurants , t 0 antique hops , on gift hop, 

one hardware store , one en 's wear stor , one u e car lot, 

two gas stat ions, one barber shop and one bank . T o antique 

shops and a gift shop would see out of place in a villa e 

of t his size serving a nor al co ercial function. High ys 

7 and 12 do not run throu h the geometric centre of the 

illa , but alo g it, the co ercial core has developed . 

ny of the shops are old hou es which h ve been converted 

to a commer cial u e , and th re has been no attc pt to 

produce attra ctive store fronts. eside s r ving the 
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t urist , the commerci 1 rea Sf'. I·ve t e peopl e o the town , 

a s is ev d need y the pre ence of a barber shop, hard are 

~tor ens ' ear store , an a grocery t or • There are 

however no specia ity shops , so that for appliances and ther 

m ·or ite s , the re ident of Brooklin must go to shaW< , 

Tor onto or 1itby. he ba is open five d ys eek during 

regular banking hours and serves the agri cultural rea as 

well as the town. 

The trade ar a of Brooklin as det er ined through 

interviews tr tches much farther to the north a nd we t, 

t an · it does to the e st ani outh . This is due to the 

pres nee of ha a and. Whitby t o the South and East, whose 

influence e t end very elo s to Brooklin and i om s rvices 

engulfs the vil l age . Brookline trade rea re· ches as far wes t 

a s i nsale a tiny ha l et seven mil s to the es t on Highway 

even. ••!yrtle ' tati n com ~ under the influence of Brooklin 

hose trade area e tends into the orainic rid e 8 iles north, 

but not beyon it . On th other hand , the vil l ge has influenc 

only 2 or 3 miles to the outh, and approxi at ly 4 mile ~ to 

th east. 

l esidential : These cla~ ifications of residence r 

evident i n r ocKlin . The l argest are of 

re idential development i that clas i f ied s old re idential . 

These ar c vld r ck o e .. , 'lt n large shad d lots, hich 

line gen ·rally unpaved streets . he bui ldings a:re in o d sha e 

and th 1 t ar ell care for. 

Secondly th re are the rura l re i dentia , o f l ho e • 
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An old fr Broo lin 
resid nee . 

Brooklin' new sub . ivi ion . Th 
subdivi ion is characteriz d by 
unpav d roads and open ditche • 
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Tne~e arc relatively new build ing~ , construct d on lot o£ 

2 - 5 cres and have a definite rural appe ance 'about them 

Final ly th r e is Brooklins' n ~ r esi ential development, 

th·t of the ubdivision . Lying t uthe est of the village , but 

in ssoci ation :lith it, a large new subdivision ha,;.) beenbuilt. 

Subdividi1g is more diff icult t nis far r rth s there are fe ~ 

urban services provide , thus ea ch h me has a septic tank , 

and the ditches are open. These houses are built on 5 ' l ots 

d are too new to have any l andscaping . 

he pe ple £ rocklin fi d e ployment in var ious places. 

11he C O!t ercial ce tre, the i plement d alers and the mi l l 

e p oy a fe 1 but many · ork in shawa. ' h living in the 

new subdivision have co e mostly fro 'J.'oronto , and sti 

there, dr~ving the 60 ile round trip every day . 

work 

Inst i t utional: Br ooklin has one public school a fire hall , 

t hree churches , and a co unity hall hi ch lso house the 

Whitby To~~ship offic s. 

hecreational : triangle of l and s outh of the a.in 

commercial section is formed by the convergence of streets . 

Her e the vntario epar ent of High ays have made picnic 

t ables avail ble, for the convenience of travellers. 

The towns in recreat ional area is the f a ir grounds 

~fhich lies n the outhern dge of the town. Here is found 

a r a ce track spectator stands , a pavilion d an arena t ype 

buildi n f or display purpose . 

A small parkhas been developed on the l ood pl a in l and 



f the East Lynde Creek , next to the mill. Here th re are 

a e picnic tablev , d the grass is kept cut, but t i 

is the only extent of the develop ent. Again in recrertion 

the role of the village in the life of the ""urrounding are 

is evident . The D. P. u. park is provided for tourists , 

and the f a ir grounds functi n f or the agricultura l rea 

su1rotmding the vil lage. 

~11 functi n being consid red , Brookline role as an 

agricultural centre is evident , ith secon ary functi on 

being perfor ed for touri~ts . Br oklin can be clas ed as 

d f rth ord r centr • (l) 

(1) rban areas c n be classified in rious ys . One 
classification, based on the number and va iety of 
functions performed , list six categories hlc h an urban 
r a might fit into . centre of the first order would 

perform a great any conwercial, industri 1 , institution 1 
and recreational functions , ihil a sixth order centre 
would only have one commercial outlet, and a few 
r sidences . 

The fourth order c ntre fits in bet w e t s e t o 
h ving limited co ercial facili ties, al ost no 
i ndustry , but f airly extensive re i entia! areas , 
which are u ually only slightly differentiated. 
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yrtle and o/rtle St ation : 

The h l et of Myrtle which is four miles north of 

Brooklin devel oped at the intersection o£ the itby -

ort Ferry road d the Stouffv.lle ro d. This is a sixth 

order c ntre , consisting of a general stor - post of ice 

a church and a sch ol, surrounded by a fe hou es, The ,, 

hamlet has a very li ited tr de rea , ich c ld almost be 

delimited a s s chool ect ·on 4 hich i the area s erved by 

the chool , being less than 2 mile in ea ch direction. 

~yrtlc St ~tion is the ancestor of Myrtle, owing its 

exi t ence to the r ailway (C. P. R) hich was built through 

cones sion IX ar ound the turn of the 1 st century. It is 

loc ted three-quarters of a ile north of rtle and s erves 

a der are • s s 

here fo r the Brooklin 

entioned earlier, gra i is unl oaded 

ill in the winter, and cattl , sheep 

a nd hogs fro the surrounding area are shipped from t his 

station to the livestock market in Toronto. asides the 

railway station , and s all storage sheds there is a gener al 

store d a fe\ houses. One of the t ownshi ps largest 

poulty farms is located just north of yrtle St at 1.on. As 

a r ule the s hipping of poulty ·pro ucts fro her - 1 done by 

truck by 'ay of highways 7 and 12, but ny long distance 

shi ppin goes through 4yrtle Stat·· on. 
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The hamlet of Myrtle Station looking 
north from th t ation . 



ummarx : 

Development Area II is the major agr i cultural rea 

in the t own hip . It is dominated by ood oils, d a trend 

towards dairy f ming . The urban rea are closely related 

to the agricult re of the rea , lthough Br ooklin is showing 

s igns of becoming att a ched t o the l ar ge urban centr to the 

south, through it ne~ commuting population and t ourist f unction . 
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Tria i the s all e.t and lea~t dev l oped f the three 

d velopment re • The rea~on fort ·s · ~ jnl y ph ic 1 , 

as it consi ts of l and t ypes IV, IV and v. one of the e 

i s ocd agri cu. t ur a l l ond, t he soils being light , sandy and 

i n o e ca s epr i on end poorly r ained. t t he norther n 

dge f the r ea , there ar e ~velly soil n narro , br oken 

strip about a quart r of a ile id•. In t he est rn hal f of 

the rea, the deep vall ey of the Pr ingle Creek th its "'te ply 

slcping ides li i ts t he pos ibility of grieulture even 

further. 

Ther e are very f ew f ar ms here, nd tho~e t hat do oper te 

usually a r e run on part t i me bas Th r bein fet-1 

e s , ~nd the land bein poor , the v rage r j size i s 

ccnsia r b l y l arger t han i n t he rest o:f the t ownship 

being 105 cres . The gricultur 1 l and i s t:tssessed t 

46 . 0 and 47 . 0 r ere . ~o st of the agricult ur al l atd 

is i .n perman .nt end nimproved pa tur , i die ting cat tle 

r ai ing,.t hi ch i s mo~tly beet. The functi ns of thi s are 

wi l l be seen mo t cle rly by a di s c s ion of l and use. 

Agri culture: ppr oxi tely 10 0 cr in this rea 

i s used f or rough p ture , t he ajority of 

it be i on 1 d t ypes IV A and VIII. On th better p ts 

of 1 nd t yp IV 1 proved pasture can b found , a long i th 

so e hay, but t he poorer part t hat er cle red re ither 

l yin idle, or are refor es ted . S all occurenc of 1 d 



t ype I ~roject l1to t'e ~ a and here grain erops ar fund 

ost f ar ers su pleme t tl eir far inc 1. e nth s d. n 1 

empl o ent __ n r;, i tby r 0 a • 

n the poorly drained soils of 

l and t e V and the gul ied 

secti ns of ian t yp IV, c 1si r~ le ac o ges of oodland 

are fund . Thes e ~ere r _ c gnised as poor agricultural soils 

by the r· r s t settlers , thus b ut 80 cres of odland i n 

t hi s rea er not cle red . e 1 · d us e p sho s t 

.. ere tional ar as in t tis "\Wodl d , in t e V' lley of t e 

Pringle C eek. 

Spring Hill ark f nting n highwa 12 onsist s of 

a acres of '10 ded valley land , t hat has develo ed for 

r creation . Th f-cilities includ ala e play z und r~ 

lrith r · ce co ses ~nd a b s 11 field , ony rides ·or the 

children a nc an r ef eohmert pavilion and s mming 

pool . ':'he parl '" receives he y use fro f ilies livi in 

shaw and rJ.i tby , ana larg gl'OUp fro 'lc ont o . {i . 

u &y c ool , n ind stria l picnics ) Lynn st )Qr vlhich 

is a littl l ar·er fers si· ilar 'aciliti s . 

Gravel operations : The development f t e Town hip 

depe,ded on tle construction o 

roads to provide a cces to the l and . Pla roads ere 

co on in the very ar l y days but gravel a soon · ound to 

be ore ui~able. At th northern edges of t his area gravel 
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.~:- it."'' in t he Lake ro is e ch fo r a tiom,; 

'her e are a t t he p.ces Jnt ti:ne only t aree pits 0 , ·ati :1g , 

but t ' e scaro of · any ot or s r om!'" i n , rtd ht.tve ba n apped 

as i dle l and . t ·a t h r vel r·o the~e i t;s that 1.tas 

used t o r uvol the townshi s r do ~ 

art of t !lL:> .:~.re , t h t }"ing in concessi ;,) IV 

will e z n d f r ur b· vol . ent , ·in th t r4 shi s' of ici 

~lan . ~.::~ yo • ur oanizati t pr d nis .r n rth ; 

1".. :rr i . l'ljU dev 1 p4l ent h o be 1 li i t ed due t t e poor 

..., oilz , so i:ibat t is a ea i '"~ · lf vel ped. Co 1s i d ·1 t i on 

sh ~ld be given t v l eavi g od porti ox t 1it:J area t 

s erve a .... r eenb lt. Thi s oul d no e1t i l ·h .1 s eilce of 

a gre t deal of' idl e 1 nd r t i se pl 1ing coul d ~r vide 

f or t he exten ion of existing r crea :J-On area s so "ha t a.Ll 

1 ~;oodcd 1 1ct • u a be us 

d ns ity of h s ing 1ould also be suita le h ,r e , 

\1. t h t h r f .):t"Ost ti s car ed ar as like ol gr v 1 pits 

~ nd the pooler far s , woul d P '"'OVi e a l~asd.n r e· i n a 

I ~on ·hat is b uu t beco e · dens el popul t e urban 

~ons f o <u a pro ·t ·· · une o v 1 ent ar e 

obvi us. I t ·ould be e si r t ev l p t hi s area f r green-

belt t 1 &ny t l 1' i n · e t o\t ns ip b c use ·he r s nt 

p ysical con iti ns ar e suita l e . (i.e t er i s con i er ab le 

o dea area an tho cut ·ver 1~ is p r e ough t o erit 

efores tion ) . he ne d for s~c ar a i 1 beco e 

mor appar ent as urban develop te t to the south progresses . 



r1 ,...ent pl ns c .... ll 1or a re~t e"' l of ind stry to locate 

here , open C!pace ill be ne d ed f or t,he relax tion of the 

i• strial upulat_;_un , and s ource f ·lean air • 

. ~s tder .. tial d 1,;velc rnent to the north in .. re · II is a lso 

a strong p EDibility. A belt of open land separ ting a 

baGic~ ::-..ly industria l a re from residential a rea t.hen 

a ppeurs very de~irable. 
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Y D 0 C U IONo 

Uitoy Townshi i s ell en o e h s ica lly, for 

agricul t tn" l )U o cs . .Jot e aoi ls, or t he most part , ar erti le 

clays a nd clay lo s, a nd the topog .. : aphy i s ge ne · lly flat to 7ent ly 

rolli ;r . ?he only s igni~ i ~ant exception is the st ip o' unpro -

ductive - ~ndy uoils hich exte nd across the to~nship in the 4 h 

a nd 5th c unce s si ona . 
// 

.1. he cl ima.te i of ..1. hu · · continent a l t ype , 

being modified i n he l ake roquois p lain rea, by ..._,ake nta rio . 

Fr om' agr i cu l tural be innings, the to nsh i p is no · maturi ' 
I 

a nd ur a n dev~ l op en s in so e areas are becomi g i por tant . On 

the basi. o · ,asses me nt , residential develop ent is the ost i mp ort -

ant in ihitbJY .LOwnsh i p , 8 of the ta revenue is derived ro 

it; Thi s , 1. s ~fo l l owed yagricul ture wh ich produces 35/~ o ~.he t ax 

revenue, b ile commercia l and industr ial activity , as yet poor l y 
/ 

developed , provides only 9 • These as se ssment fi gures, very 

brie 'ly1 de cribe the t o nshi p s it is to- day . In he s outh around 

the r o h of ~fbi t , urbanizatio n ha een extensive . I n order to 

service t ~ me• de velopments, tax r ates 'or re i de nc e;.; hr. ve risen , 
I 

I ' until no , revenue from rban land exceeds that fr om agr icultural 

land. Th " s ur nization has been conc entr~te ainly in he s outh , 

due both to he l.ocati on o mago:r transportati on routes here , nd the 

gro tho · urb~:tn 'a reas previou sly ex istant . 

ver moe~ o the to n yh i ho eve , agri culture ti ll ami nate 

ithin t~e ? a ricultural areas . conc entr tions of various typos of 

armi n I dan be noted. I ncreased l a nd va l u es , urbanization, a nd 

suitabl~ soils , have led to cash croppin , nd a · ec ine o' · nimal 
\ 

I 
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husban ry in the southo ·the to. nship , ~hile i n th nor t , d iry 

.r'armi ngha~ been fir111 ly est bl ish ed a_ the r ul t o · the great a nd 

expanding market tor dairy products all all along the north ·here 

of Lak~ 0 tario . In conjunct ion ith the dairy arm , there is 

mixe farm i ng, and ee farminry, bu these h vs b~come secondary to 

the omin~ nt ~ iryin • 

There i b a sL i o.~: poor agr icul tur 1 lanJ in oncess ions 

I a nd V • ere oricultu e has not ben succ sful , a nd exists 

ain l y a ·· · par t-ti e enter._)rise . uc1 o t e 1 nd h s not been 

cleare , l ~aving l arge ooded sect iots t tar suit~ l y used in 

t:o inst ances f r rec eation . ~arlier in the to nshi 

o"nd · n ravel ope ations here ere imp ort nt, b t these materials 

have since been dep l eted, and the op rati ons have declined. 

n the e i nning, the To~n of lh itbyha a very close connection 

with the surroundi ngagric ltural areas o the town ~hip , and 

served as an out l et for their prod eta . . s there ion matured 

o ~e ver , other or ts took over hitby 's trade , ~ n1 it as le t to 

s rvive n t he co rcial n ind stri 1 activity l ie · ha de ve l -

e • ror a long. eriod hitby experience no gro t h , ratherit 

su .tere · o m l at i on dec line , and it .... uring thi erio tha 

th l' own• To m s . ip rel at ionship a lo st . are ult, .hitby is 

not pri rl l y a retail hop in6 centre or r ~ 0pl e . It ties 

are uch closer to the i dustry c t e ' Golen hors ~ hoe ', n 

its r cen t , rapi roth i o d~e to the infl·x o in ·uvtcy . 

I n con trat;;t the Vill ge o .brookl · n .~o clo elj onnecte 

ith her agricultural hinterland . _he mi ll, t c i 1o lement e lers, 
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and the bank , a ll service an agricultural rea , a nd provi much 

of the village 's commerci l income . Bein0 on 1i 6h ay 12 ho ever , 

the com. erc i .::..l centre , OCL' 11 as it i s , .:t.l o s erve t.o•1r i. · ts , on 

lh ir no th to the vacationlands . Broo~l i n's most re c enL ~ro t1 

i s no t conn cted ith a r~cultur , r t her it . i B ag~.i n urbaniza ion 

r e"' ul t in 'ro t 1 ~ene.r<.\.1 s ad o..:· city ol k i uto ru.::-:~1 b.res.s , 

and i an indicat ·on of •"~ht..t I i · ht oe e.:; ec t, in h .fut:.ure . 

CO TCLUt or ·: The to.nship by itself i s no t a c onven ient 2 . 

uni 0 r a.pl:.ic·l st u y. ltz b und ries ds not re)resent any 

ysical, -cono ic, or s ci~l divioions , rather tney are geometric 

di i aions , devis by ~:. urve,tor, antl they Eerve !'I i nl y ad 1i nis -

study o this n~c re , vi concern d it ell.' 

with a ev l o m n s tit l i n t he to n .hi bo nd.ries, will no -

necis s rily r sent a icture ~ha~ i s typ ical o · the r g ion i t h in 

hich t he to~ ~hip lie s . ~xternal ca e s for develo ments , cou l 

not oe t orou,h y inveetiJated, but s~o1ld be con3iJer J LD ra i ng 

meani n iu concl u- i on bo ut the to,ndhi • 

hit y 1 ov:nehi 

l'his i v dL.nce 

i E i n u trens it io n~l e ·iod of , eve lopme nt. 

y the a c t tat ren id nt inl asseusm'nt is 

sl · Lt.. l .t 1· ,;i l' L· n .... g icutur· l as s~ 'mert, ever. .:10ugh a. ricu l tural 

l and us is r do in· nt . The a ~ evelopment ol' c omnler·ce and 

inuu...;try .r t hs JOUtl: ul -"~t Je, b.tch urbar. izat ion i s i • 

The e ncroac ent o · urban l a n use i nto prcviou vlY strict l y agri 

cult ura u.re o , in icates t he de velopr:Ient rlhjcrl hi ·by I'm n .:>hip 

Li ,ht ex ect in the fu~ure . ~he great urban ce nt re s of Toronto 

a nd Osha a, hose expnns·on have alre dy have affe c~ ide <.\.reas 
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have een nd ill conti nue to be maj or factors in the urban gro th 

of' .. hitby 'l' o nt:hip. The To n of , it y itsel o es its i nd strial 

r o 1th, in part, to the act thatit is located on the mai route 

between these t o c ntres . 

'J'he y oi co.l chara c t ri st ics of hi tby To n i1>, especially 

in the northern sections , suit i t for a 0 rlcultur 1 production. 

The proxi mity of this agricultural l a nd to the l arge urban markets 

in the south ha~ bee a major factor in the development o a d iry 

industry. ~xperience in to Dtih ips closer to Toronto however , 

has been that urban use s soon enJulf gooa far l and , a~ the city 

expando . hus ao Toronto, nitby , and Oshawa continue to expand 

there will e f rther encroachments on hitby ~ o~nships agr icultural 

1 nd . 1 nning in the to nship then , should be c rried out wi h 

this poi nt in vie • he to~nahip ill not be fore ver ricultur 1 , 

but the care ull contro l o urba n de ve lop ents, h ic h could be 

h p - hazard , ill ssist in keepi no go o l and in agricultural uoes 

or a l onger eriod , and er it the towmship to keep UJ i t the 

supp l y 01 services neces~ ry or urban are a. 
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