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(i)

Introduction.

l.
Anglo America has, since the close of the Second World Yar,

shown a compelling need for joint action, by its two major nationms,
Canada and the Unitéd States, in those nmxtefs of foreign policy and
military strategy which directly affect the security of the North Amer-
ican Continent. Thus "Hemispherical Defence" seems to be the plan of
the present and the future. But what of the past?

In  days gone by, Canada and the United States have not always
been friendly towards one another, In their respective histories is
found, all too often, examples of mistrust and misunderstanding. In-
deed, the further one goes back in history, the more one realizes that
what is now the longest stretch of undefended international border in
the world, has been the scene of ﬁany batties.

To study history along the entire length of this boundary would
be too extensive an endeavour. Therefore a specific part of it has been
chosen in order to study, intensively, the physical and historical ev-
ents that mark the development of these two great nations from early
time up to the fresent doctrine of "Hemispherical Defence".

One of the best known frontier zones lies along the Niagara River,
a stretch of 36 ﬁiles from Léke Erie in the south to Lake Ontario in the
north., Here, along the Niagara River may be traced the cycle.of a front-

ier through its rise, its peak and its decline. Moreover, since this

L. Anglo-America, as defined by White and Foscue, in their book -
"A Regional Geography of Anglo America", is that portion of the North

American continent occupied by the United States, Canada, Alaska and
Greenland.
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2.
particular rrontier Zone has a varied topography, shaped by wave, river .

and ice, it affords us ample opportunity to see how the geography has
_been intricately interwoven intsigzstory and the lives of its people.
Figures 1(a) and 1(b) place the Niagara Frontier in its Great Lakes
and Peninsular settings. It is interesting to note that its Peninsular
aspect shows very well the lines of contact between the two great con-
tinéntal American nations; the Great Lakes aspect shows a strategic node
presenting an obstacle to water communication between the upper and the
lower lakes. Continentally, it lies in the heart of the great North
Aﬁerican Manufacturing nelt and will therefore merit consideration in
Hemispherical Defence., Each of these features is treated in succeeding

chapters in an attempt to relate the physical and cultural history of

the Niagara region.

2. Yrontier Zone - for purposes of this study the boundaries of the
Niagara Frontier Zone have been chosen arbitrarily as the Welland Canal
on the west,”the Erie Canal from Buffalo to Lockport, then the Bighteen
Mile Creek to Lake Ontario.
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PART I.

Physical History of the Niagara Krontier.
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CHAPTER I.

The Paleozoic Basis of the Frontier,

The Niagara region is located in the Central Lowlands of North
fmerica in a zone of transition between the Appalachians and the old
eroded land maés of Laurentia. In early Paleozoic times these stood
as miniature massifs separated by a huge NE/SW trough known as the
Appalachian Geosyncline. With variations of climate the sea-level of
the Paleozoic Era fluctuated considerably. Geologic records show
seven major periods of marine transgression.at this time, Three of
these periods, the Ordovician, Silurian and Uevonian, show outcrops in
the nNiagara region as shown in rig., 2, The variety of sediments laid
down in these three periods in beds dipping gently to the south has
been the reason for the evolution of a belted plain of scarp and vale
topography. The hard resistant capping rocks such as Lockport and Onon-
daga dolomitic limestone dominate the heights of the Niagara and Onondaga
scarps while the softer Salina shales occupy the major depression of the
Huron plain, the Welland and T'onawanda Vales,

Ordovician Period.

Rocks of the Ordovician age are basal to the nNiagara Peninsula., The
period opened with general flooding of the Appalachian Geosyncline. The
seas extended west and north with a resultant deposition of limestone,
sand and silt. buring the middle part of the period the seas spread
into the Lake Ontario region. The Queenston shale deposits are tﬁought
to be the westward extension of a delta formation spreading from the
Appalachian borderland in New York. |

In the Niagara region, they are the o}dest formation and attain a
depth of about 1100 feet. They are exposed about 300 feet below the

lo'
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contact with the superjacent Albion sandstone. Characteristically they
have a bright red colour with even bedding. They are finely laminated
with thin beds of green shale. ‘'hese shales appeared relatively soft to
the subseguent sﬁreams of pre-glacial drainage and eroded away to form

- the Sasis of the present Ontario Lowland.

Silurian Period.

1The Silurian period whiéh succeeded to Queenston times opened with
a minor marine transgression. Then, towards Middle Silurian times, a
great epicontinental sea covered the central part of the continent.

‘'he Albion, Alexandrian or Oswegan Sandstone, characteristic of.the
Lower Silurian, consists of white, grey and red beds with some red
shale., 1its basal bed is called the Whirlpool Member while its upper bed
is called the Thorold Member., ‘heirt sandstone grains are well-rbunded
to show evidence of wind action and they lie in ripple-marked, cross-
bedded formations. ‘I'he presence of marine fossils would force the ob~
Server to conclude that this was a beach deposit.

The influence of these sandstone formations is particularly noti-
cable along the base of the scarp where they constitute the essentials
of the lroquois terrace and-bench formation., Along the welland Canal, in
the rhorold area, they have resisted erosion to a high degree and pro;
vide a ramp up the scarp now untilized by man for canal-lock operations.

The next main bed is called the Clinton formation. It was deposit-
ed under deeper water conditions than the Albion sandstone and is mixed
with sandy ‘argillaceous muds. The effects of the Clinton formation are
orominent at Lewiston where the "Three Mountains® are said to exist.

The Middle Mountain, or step up the escarpment, is underlain by the
Clinton férmation which has resisted erosioh to some extent because of
its dolomitic upper layer. ‘The next member . is the walcott (Renales)

dolomitic limestone. it indicates shoreline deposition with its traces



of rippling and channglling. heef knolls are to be found in the light
grey crystalline dolomite of the Irondecuoit member. ‘these are repres-
ented by irregularly bedded dome-shaped structures of non-crystalline
limestone. ‘'hese knolls tend to persist, in places, on into the next
layer of the soft, blue-grey, argillaceous shale of the Rochester member,
which tends to become more calcareous towards the top as the intercal-
ations of thin limestone sheets become more numerous.l‘rhe Rochester
formation is one of the greatest factors in the method of recession of
the niagara Falls. Its relatively soft shales, lying immediately beneath
the capping Lockport forﬁation, ars eroded away to leave the latter with
little support. 'this results in the eventual rupture of ﬂhe suspended
layer and huge blocks drobsto the bottom of the cataract to act as tools
in further mechanical erosion of the lower shales.

rhe Lockport dolomite of the same formation is dark;grey or choco-
late coloured. 1t is perhaps thé greatest factor in the slow retreat
of Niagara Falls from Lewiston-jueenston to its present location. 'the

formation is approximately 120 feet thick, is relatively resistant to

erosion and forms the cap-rock of the falls,

The upper member of the Lockport formation is a light grey dolomite
known as the uuelph mMember. it is from 90-140 feet thick., ~The Lockport
dolomite is the guardian of the Niagara Cuesta. its resistance to ero-
sion has prolonged the life of the escarpment, one of the greaﬁest bar-
riers to men in historic times. The dip-slope of the cuesta is peneplan-
ed to expose a variety of strata from.the scarp-face to Lake Erie, This
has provided_an opportunity for differengferosion by subsequent streams.

A distinct change in climate, expressed at the close of Lockpart

time by the presence of minor quantities of gypsum, led to the develop—'

. 1. R.M, Field - Princigles of Historical Geolory from the Regional
Point of View. 1933 Princeton University Press, Ghapter 5. p, 125,



ment of the Salina formation where valuable commercial beds of salt and
gypsum are found today. The deposits of this formation, corresponding to
a distinect stage of aridity, are composed of blue shale and argillaceous
limestone.,

Differential erosion is most marked by the softer Salina shales
lying between the Akron and Guelph dolomite formations. They have been
weathered away to form the Welland/Tonawanda Vale drained by the slug-
gish Chippawa and fTonawanda Creeks. This mediocre drainage accounts for
the greatest swamp area:lone the frontier,

Outcropplng roughly in the Fort Erie dlstrict the argillaceous
dolomlte of the Bertie-Akron Series is the last of the Silurian rocks
identified in the Niagara region. fThe resistance to erosion of the
Bertie Akron fpnnation is shown by the scarp topography of the region.
The Onondaga scarp has, however, been but a minor barrier to human
movement along the upper plain west of the Niagara River. East of the
river it rises to a considerable height thus becoming a greater obstacle,

Devonian Period.

" The devonian rock sequence is not very prominent in the Niagara
region but does find outcrops along an east-west axis in the Fort'Erie—
Tonawanda area, Here, a most striking disconformity appears where, for
some considerable di:ténce, the Middle Devonian sediments overlie the
Bertie-Akron series of the Silurian, One Canadian writer goes so far as
to say that Canadé was not involved in the marine transgression of the
‘Lower Devonian.z'ﬂowever, to imply that the disconformity is complete

is a fundamental error. Both Map 5844 (Toronto-Hamilton, Ontario) Can-

ada Sheet, of the Depértment of Mines and Resources, Mines and Geology

2., £.S5. Loore - Elementary Geology for Canada, 1943, J:M.Dent
and Sons Ltd.,(Canada), Part Ify Chapt§¥ XVII, p. 326-32%’



sranch, Bureau of Geology and Yopography, and rig. 2 of this work, show
that a distinguishable outcrop of Oriskany Formation (Lower Levonian)
occurs & mile north of Port Colborne in Humberstone Township of ﬁelland
County and 4 miles northwest of Ridgeway in Bertie Township of the same
counity.

The Oriskany appears as a single light grey sandstone laysr from
1 -~ 40 feet in thickness, Above it lies the Onondagae, made up of the
coarse, Springvale sandstdne and the more important Onondaga blue grey
cherty limestone. This formation is anywhere from 30 - 200 feet in |
thickness. 7The influence of the Oriskany sandstone and the Onondaga
limestone are shown on the relatively flat, ill-drained dip-slope of
the Ol.londaga Scarp. \ |

Erosional Features,

Following the Devonian period there were several periods of marine
transgression but none of them has left any gvidence of having been as
far north as the Niagara region. It is qui%e'probable that they did
barely enter the region but have long since "been eroded away, However,
the region can be fegarded as an emergent fringe to the older Laurentian
land mass? that remained above the sea throughout most of subsequent
history.

The problems concerning Laurentia's drainage may be of importance
since, deciding the pattern of pre-glacial drainage, it influenced

present paﬁterns ta\a certain degree.

In the latter part of the Paleozoic, during the Appalachian orogeny ,
Ontario was affected by upheaval and tilting, and the formation of the
"Ontario Dome". This doming in Ontario led to an increased raﬁe of de~

mdation., River action was very vigorous and soon removed the sediment-

ary rocks.of the dome unveiling the basal primary rocks
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"Surrounding this exposure there remained on the flanks

of the dome the outcropping sedimentary strata, which once

extended up the flanks and over the entire structure. The

outcropping of the oldest, and hence the most deeply buried,

stratum fringed the granite exposure, while the succeeding

layers were exposed in roughly concentric belts consisting of

the bevelled edges of the outcropping layers. ‘'he widths of the

belts depended on the thickness of the strata, and the angle

of their inclination to the surface.® 3.
With differential erosion, patterns of clay vales and limestone scarps
emerged, which can be traced in rigs. 3(a) to 3(c). The resultant out-
line of the escarpment-and-plain structure is shown in rig. 3(d).

The rivers of the Niagara region are thought to have flown either
towards the St, Lawrence Gulf or to the south into the Mississippi
Gulf,

The main axis of drainage in either case was the Uundas Valley.
The Niggara frontier was made up of three separate drainage systems,
as represented by Bloody Run Creek, the Tonawanda Vale and what has
been called Buffalo Creek. The development of the present river, as
&n axial line of Great Lakes' drainage, awaited the ice age. 1t then
completely replaced the Dundas Valley in importance. (Fig. 4.)

Influences of the Paleozoic.

To sum up, the Paleozoic saw the deposition of shales and lime-
stones and their erosion into three plains and two escarpments. %o
- the north on the Ordovician shale lies the Ontario plain. This is
bounded on the south by the niagara escarpment of Silurian limestone.
In a step-fashion rising to the south lie the Huron plain of Salina
Shale, the Onondaga escarpment of Devonian sandstone and limestone,‘and
the &rie plain of argillaceous Devonian limestone. TheseAfeatures lie
along an Bast /West axis., Nofth/South barriers (escafpments) have been

Created by preglacial erosion. ‘they make the "Natural or easy lines of

G Co F tl -} ' -

Chaptgf
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CHAPTER IT.

Pleistocene Scﬁlptoring Along the rrontier,

Wnile the build of the Niégara Region resulted from the Paleozoic
its "Facia; features" were due to the Cenozoic, and in particular, to
the Pleistocene Epoch of the Quaternary Period, Lhe pattern of relief
and drainage probably remained much the same, throughout Tertiary, as
in Paleozoic times. However, it was profoundly changed in Quaternary
times, and therefore fhis period deserves especial attention.

In the rélatively cold climate of North America sufficient snow
accumlated over three general areas, Glaciation began in the lofty
Cordilleran region. ‘then it started in the northerly plateaux of kee-
Watin and Labrador, ‘'he Labrador Ice Sheet was the master sculptor
during the last great advance of ire in the niagara region in Winconsin
time. ‘the earlier work of the ice was buried by Wisconsin drift, which
is responsibie for the present glacial relief, It is'rgpresented by till,
moréines, kames, eskers, outwash aprons, and glacial lake deposits.

the sheet of ice, some 3000 feet thick, exerting a pressure of 84
tons per square footf.can certainly be pictured removing surface soil
which(ages‘of weathering had formed from resident strata and even
gouging.deeply in;o the bed rock itself. Thus red, shaley soil from
below the wniagara Scarp was carried above it. ‘The top of the scarp was
stripped bare of soil, leaving small areas of rock plain. ‘rhe face of

the scarp was deeply gouged, and re-entrants such as those of the .

L. G.C. Forrester - ralls of Niagara, 1928, D.Van Nostrand Co. Inc.,
Chapter I, p. 33.

12,
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iwelve Mile Creek and St. David's Gorge were widened and lengthened.

The St., David's Gorge, cut by tho pro-placinl stroam dreaining the

Niagara region, was filled with glacial debris by the earlier (ce sheets .
The last ice sheet advance is thought to have gouged out some of this

fill to form a prominent re-entrant. Here, also is found many striae,
"the footprints of a glacier", indicating the southward movement of the
ice. ‘1he ice then over ran the whole region and contimued to advance

as far as Indiana. |

At length the ice‘front retreated and, due to irregular variations
in climate, stopped long enoush at various places to leave recessional
moraines. ‘hese are prominent in Southern Ontario., In the Niagara re-
gion recessional moraines are quite prominent. The first is in the vic;
inity of Queenston/Lewiston. The second follows a line through Niagara
Falls/Tonawanda., 7The last lies immediately south of the city of Niagara
Falls, on the Canadian side of the frontier, along the north bank of
plack Creek through the town of Snyder, and through the cities of iort
Erie/Buffalo.

Ground moraine is not very abundant, probably because mich of it
has been subsequently buried by glacial lake deposits. However, the
heavier forms of glacial load often appear at the surface, particularly
large granite boulders deposited as erratics. The classic example of
such is a huge boulder in'PrOSpect Parﬁ on the bank of the Gorge in
Niagara ralls, New York.

A most important feature of the ground moraine was the filling of
the old St., David's Gorge. '‘he burying of the gorge later deflected
the Niagara river to cut the Queenston channel. ''he buried gorge is
important now as an easy incline up the Niagara escarpment, and is no
longer an abyssmal obstacle.

Glaciation also includes the many features associated with glacial
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lakes. The loading of the ureat Lakes region with so much ice caused

the crust to subside, while the regions further south, as they became

free of ice, resumed an unwarped condition.z.This was the key to the
formation of our present Grea£ Lakes, which were ponded up between the
riSing Jland to the south and the ice front; At first drainage was to

the SOutﬁ. The subseaquent retreat of the ice east of the Frontenac

Axis eventually opened the lowest of drainage ways, the St., Lawrence
channel, and thus drew off the water to the North East,

The retreat of the ice led to successive changes in the level of
the lakes. These changes are well presented in the Niagara region

vboth by glacial lake beach deposits and by the Niagara Gorge, stretch-
ing some seﬁen miles from the face of the Niagara escarpment at Queenston
to the preseﬁt site of the cataract at the cities of Niagara Falls.

The chief glacial lakes in the Frontier region were Lakes Warren
and‘Lundy, Greater Lake Erie énd Lake Iroquois. (Fig. 5.) Two of these,
formerly occupying the.basin of the ﬁresent Lake Erie, show prominent
beaches in the Niagare region. These are Lake Lundy and Great Lake Erie.
The former left sandy deposits found south of Lundy's Lane in the city of
Kiagara Falls, Ontario, Smaller beaches of this age occur in the town-
ship of @rowland; also Bethel and Sherkton in the township of Humber-
stone; near Ridgemount, Garrison koad and Fort Erie in the township of
B8rtie. The beach deposits of Greater Lake Erie are found somewhat south
of these, Krie beach deposits are located mainly from Port Colborne to
Gasline via Bethel in tHumberstone township and ffom Windmill Point to
Fort Erie in Bertie township. Indeed the whole area from Silver Bay

to Crystal Beach on Lake Erie, thence north to Ridgemount could be con=-

sidered a beach shoal or a delta formation.

2, C. Schuchert - Outlines of Historical Geology, 1931 - J. Wiley
and Sons Inc., Part II, Chapter XX, p. 292,



It is interesting to‘note that in this same general region of Lundy and
Zrie beach deposits we find the major clay depression of the din-slope
plain, 1t extends from Lorraine on Lake Erie through the marshlands of
the upper Black Creek in Humberstone and Willoughby townships to Chip~
pawa on the upper nNiagara River. It represents a large lake, remnant of
the still larger glacial lakes, which lay between the sandy ridges.
Much of its bottom is still wet and swampy.B'

#ith the retreat of the ice front in the Ontario Basin glacial
Lake Iroquois formed and extended south from the front of the ice prac-
tipally to the escarpment. 1In so doing a distinct wave-cut beach was
formed along the foot of the escarpment. ‘this Iroguois beach although
cut through in many piaces,.is prominently displayed along the lower
plain from Homer to St. Catherines, at Lewiston and at Dickersonville,
New York., Another interesting feature in which Lake Irocquois played a
part in that if the Iroquois spit formed at Lewiston beyond the old cat-
.aract basin. OSloping from the iroquois terrace to the north are found
great stretches of outwash plain bordered by the present wave-cut shore-
line of Lake Ontario. (rig. 6.)

The chief feature of glacial origin.in the Niagara Falls district
is the Niagara river. ‘'his developed in the span of 25,000 - 35,000
years since the ice melted from the scarp. Tra‘sversiﬁg all the more
common east-west features of the region it forms a great north-south
barrier, ultimately ;ccepted as a human frontier.

its origin lies in the rétreat of the ice front well to the north
of the region. With eventual separation of the Lakes of the Ontario

and Erie basins a small shallow lake d=veloped between called Lake

3. tGlacial Lake Warren, while leaving beaches in other parts of the
Niagara peninsula, apparently came up against the ice in the Frontier
region producing no clear beach.

15.
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tonawanda. 'Lhis filled the preglacial depression of the ronawanda vale.
Into it poured the wateré of Lake srie following the course of the pre=-
glacial puffalo Creek.. Its discharge had to cascade over the escarpment
to reach the level of receding Lake Iroguois. .Lake Tonawanda extended
somewnat to the west of ghe present Niagara River and some 50 miles
east of it. It was 10 miles from north to south and seldom exceeded
LO feet in depth. It originally pogred water over five cataracts,
Jueenston/Lewiston, Lockport, Gasport, Shelby Basin/Medina and Halley,
but the first had the lowest elevation and eventually became the sole
outlet for the diminishing lake. (Fig. 7.)
Gradually the ralls ?etreated up the river to its present location.
I'he method of retreat is peculiar to the region, 1t results from a hérd
capping layer of limestone or dolomite being underlain by softer, weaker
shales, ‘the fallen ro cks at the base of the ralls act like a pestle
and cklurn away at the soft shales, 'hese break up to leave a suspended
capping layer. Once the shales are worn back far enough gravity causes
the cap to break off by virtie of'its own weight - thus the broken
piece becomes another tool to carry on the dsstructive work. (Fig. 8.)
While the layered strata partly determine the rate of recession the
complementary factor is undoubtedly the volume of water., This factor
is probably the moét important in determining the width and depth of
the gorge. According to ‘fay’or the fluctuations in volume of the
Miagara ﬁiver due ts\drainage pattens is detfinitely recorded in the
length of the.goyge. rFive distinct stages become evident, as shown in
¥ig. 9(2) and Kig, 9(b) These correspond to the five branches of the
gorge,

Lewiston Branch Gorge.

IThe Lewiston Branch, following the preglacial river, is approximate-

ly 1300 feet wide and 500 feet deen. [t was cut by the discharge of



shale
Sandstone

Whirlpool

Tue MeThoo OF Recession  OF
NiacArRA FaLLs. (After Gilbert )

i

1Fi1a 8.




19.

sarly Lake algonouin through Lake Tonawanda when the niagara river was
one of five points of discharge over the escarpment., ‘the volume of
water involved in cutting this section is calculated to have been about

25 per cent of the present volﬁme.

0ld Narrow uorege.

The 01d Narrow Gorge is about one and one-eighth miles long, 1200
feet wide and nearly LOO feet deep. It waé formed during the skirkfiela
Stage of Laké Algonguin when all but Lake Erie discharged their waters
through the lrent river into the Ontario basin., ‘'fhe volume of water
thus involved in the formation of this section was some 15 per cent of
the present volume.

Lower ureat Gorge.

The Lower Great Gorge is about two miles long, nearly 1500 feet -
wide at roster's Flats and fairly shallow throughout its length. 1t

was formed during the Port Huron - Chicago stage of Lake Algoncuin

when all the waters of the upper lakes cascaded over Niagara with the
single exception of a small outlet at Chicago. ‘the volume of water
involved in scouring out this section is said to range from 90 -116
Per cent of the present volume.

whirlpodl Rapids Gorge.

The whirlpool Rapids Gorge is about 760 féet‘wide and was formed
in the time of the Nipissing treat Lakes, it was cut by 15 per cent of
the present volume\Sf water while the three upper lakes discharge via
the North Bay outlet through the Gttawa river.

Upper Lreat uorge.

The Upper ureat Gorge extends 24 miles from the narrow whirlpool
rapids Gorge to the oresent site of the falls. 1t was cut during the
-uaternary period with the full discharge of the present ureat Lakes.

The Whirlpool has resulteda almost by chance. ‘he Niagara river,
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wending its way to Lake Ontario over the upper nlain, came upon & reléf-
ively soft area of glapial ©fill" in the old buried 5t. pavid's gorge
and scoured it out in preference to the harder strata surrounding it.
Thus today,.it stands as the halfway éoint of the gorge distinguished
by the complete loop described by the currents of the river seeking
the lower reaches of the gorge.

Another feature is that which deals with the evolution of the
Niagara Glen and toster's Flats. When the cataract stood somewhat north
of the Flats it was split by an island very similar to Goat Island of
" the present day. The American side of the Falls developed a horseshoe
and quickly passed the smaller Canadian Falls., Eventually the Canadian
Falls was forced to go dry after water had cascaded over the side of it
for some time, ‘rhe basal shales of the island crumbled and the foot of

the Canadian Falls became a dried up water course.

Influences of the Pleistocene,

Fronm tﬁis outline of the present "facial features" of the Niagara
.region a distinct relationship with the glacial history can be seen.
The Niagara river is tﬁe pre-eminent change. ‘fhere still remained, es-
sentially'unch%%ed, the 3 plains and their dividing scarps which make
up .the fundamental build of the area., They form the chief East-West
trends, across which the mighty Niagara Gorge has trenched the North-

South frontier.
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CHAPTER ITI.

The fresent ‘l'errain,

The evolution of thé major geologié features of the niagara region
having been discussed, there remains a brief déscription"of the terrain
as known in historic times. Yhis micht well be exmanded to include
drainage patterns, climate, soils and vegetation, to complete the pic-

ture of the physical environment,

¥ne whole of the Niagara Frontier Zone can be divided into seven
1.
distinet topographic regions as shown in ¥ig., 10. They will be discuss=-
ed in the order in which they occur from north to south along the Niagara

River. The features discussed are those of the Canadian side of the

River, but are, in general, applicable to the American side as well.

1. Ontario Lowland,
| The frontier district begins in the north with the Ontario Lowland.
This includes all the land lying north of the Niagara escarpment extend-
ing from its foot to the present shore of Lake Ontario. It is drained
to Lake Ontario by the Two, Four, Six, and Light Mile Creeks, The only
marsh areas are those existing at the mouths of these creeks. They
have been drown-ed by'the slow subsidence of the southern shores of the
‘Great Lakés, following upon the retreat of the ice. Sheets of sandy
loam soils formed oﬁ outwash fans; alternate with silt or clay loams on
the glacial lake deposits.

Waile the average-elevation is some 325 feet above sea-level this

figure cannot be taken as the general level of the region. Several

- 1. Adapted from J.W. Watson - Ph, D. Dissertation, University of
Toronto, 1944, '

22.
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distinct sub-regions occur based on the retreat of glacial lake Irocuois:

(a) Iroquois fTerrace - 400 - 425 feet,
(b) Irogquois Beach - 350 = 400 feet.
(¢) Iroquois Plain = 300 - 350 feet.
(d) Ontario Beach - 246 = 300 feet,
The marshy areas and the heavy clays were avoided by early settle-v
ment. ‘Yhe sandy sites and the Iroquois beach were crowded by farms,
villages and roads,

1T, Niagara Cuesta Region,

The Niagara escarpment is the major east-west feature of the‘Front-
ier Separating the scarp-foot and dip-slope plains, From Queenston to
st, David's it rises some.ZOO feet above the Iroquois Terrace in a dis-
tance of less than a quarter of a mile pfoviding an historic military
obstacle, ‘his was reinforced by the heavy forest growing on the thick
clays, weathered out of the Rochester shales. In the old St., David's
Gorge the slope is much géntlef, rising the same height in approximately
three cuarters of a mile,

III, Mountain Brow Region.

Above the scarp, the land dips gently beneath the Huron Plain,

This can be subdivided into a fairly high plateau called the Mountain
Brow and a low depressipn - the Sglina Vale. The region of the Mount=-
ain Brow extends south from the face of the scarp to Lundy Beach just
south of Lundy's Lane\in Niagara Falls, Ontario. In the north it is
marked by low morainic hills which shed small creeks to both Lake On-
tario and the welland River. iurther south the region dips below gla-
cial-lake clay flats, <©ome of these are drained by obsequents flowing
into Lake Ontario., The soils of the region range from light, fertile,
sandy loams in the vicinity of the Fomthill Kames, to heavy, poorly

drained clays extending to the Welland River. The clays were long
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avoided by roads and settlement, and proved difficult for military
manoeuvres, except in dry weather., The average elevation of this région
is approximately 625 feet above sea-level,

1V, Salina Vale Region,

The most southerly region of the old Huron Plain is the relatively
flat land of the Salina Vale. It has an average elevation of 600 feet
above sea-level and, for the most part, is well drained by the Welland
River, waever, two outstanding exceptions to this drainage line exist.
Both £he area 2 to 3 miles east of Bethel in Humberstone township and
the area 2 to 3 miles northwest of Snyder in Willoughby township, in
W{elland County, have interior drainage and éhus have extensive marsh
land in their basins, They are the last relics of Lake Humberstone, a
lake formed by the lowering of the waters from Greater Lake‘Erie to the
oresent Lake Erie level.

The soils of the better drained parts of the region consist mainly
of Welland and Niagara Clay with isolated patches of Ontario Loam.
However, the soil of the low-lying basins is nearly all Jedao Clay and
is the extremely heavy, water-logged type that is almost impassable even
in dry weather.

V. Onondaga Cuesta Region.

The Onondaga escarpment is not one of the outstanding features of
the Niagara region. Indeed, but for a 15-20 foot bluff extending some
3 miles from Ridgemount to Garrison in bertie township, of Welland Coun-
ty, it is barely perceptible in the Canadian portion of the Frontier
Zzone. Nevertheless, the fact thaﬁ it rises out of ill-dralned clay
flats to provide well-drained, aerated loam soils is of great importance,
and it is followed by a road, with strings of settlerﬁents, for its entire
length. On the United States side of the rrontier it iifts itself to an

imposing height above the lonawanda valley,



VI. Erie Lowland Region.

gxtending south from the Onondaga scarp to the present shore of
Lake trie is the frie Lowland Rezgion, ‘''he elevation of the region
varies from 650 feet above sea-level on the dip-slope of the Onondaga
cuesta tov572 feet, the level of Lake Efie. The major creeks have Erie -
ééinage. They are deeply incised, and regquire freruent bridging.
The soils are varied. In some places they zre very thip and the under-
lying limestone shows through. In other places they are quite deep,
with sheets of lacuétrine clay lying over uneven till, As glacial
Lake Erie dropped in level, shoals and deltas were formed, which clothe
the higher parts with fertile sandy loam.

vII. Island Region.,

All the regions discussed so far have been located on the main-
land. &zach of them has its counterpart on the opposite side of the
Niagara river., rHowever, one of the most_notable.features of the rront-
ier Zone is the number of relatively large islands located in the
upper Niagara River. It is interesting to note that all but one of the
major islands in this region are now part of the U.S,A, - the sole
Canadian island being Navy Island. Undoubtedly, the two most important
American owned islands are Uoat and Grand Islands,

Grand Island, containing 20,000 acres, some two miles south of Lake
Arie, divides the even flowing Niagara River into two narrow branches,
The island itself\is essentially morainic with an average elevation of
600 feet above sea-level.

Navy Island is located in the west branch of the upper Niagara
River north-west of Grand Island, It has an average elevation of just
under 575 feet above sea-level.

Uoat island is perhaps the best known of all the island gfbup be-

cause of its remarkable location. it is the major divide between the
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American and tanadian Falls where niagara cascades an average of 160
feet to the rocky gorge beneath. It is relatively flat but has a river
terrace remnant across its western extremity marking the obvious reces-
sion of the Horseshoe Falls,

The river itself is navigable from Lake Erie as far as navy Island.
small boats ﬁave made use of the tributary creeks in the vicinity of
Chippawa and lonawanda, to go from Lake Erie into the interior of the

nviagara Peninsula and the Peninsula of west New York. There is thus a
wider use of the upper river than of the lower river, although from
wueenston north to Lake Ontario there has always been active trade.
Climate.

The climate of the region is defined -as humid microthermal, with
a hot summer phase. ‘The average July temperature is around 709F as

0
compared to 26 ¢ for January. siowever, summer temperatures have been
e /]
recorded up to 104 F, with winter temperatures as low as -20 F,

~Militarily, short, very hot summers provide a limited dry periocd

for fast land operations. Long, cold winters, on the other hand, have
tended to stalemate warfare, especially that of 1812-15. oudden spring
thaws are undoubtedly the most important climatic feature of the region.
Streams are swollen, vales are flooded, and dirt roadsvbecome quagmires.'
Following winter operations such thaws can easily immobilize armies
holding seasonally advantageous positionsyg

From the st;ndpoint of agriculture, the most important feature of
the climate is the relatively long growing season, - from 150-175 days
free of killing frosp. this enables crops from rye to corn, and apoles
to peaches, to be grown - providing one of the most varied and richest

farm belts in Canada. This became increasingly evident in the war of

1812 when commanders were able to billet their troops on various farm-

Steads where they were provided for out of the abundant crops. ‘thus the
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problem of rations was reduced to a minimum,

‘the anmual rainfall is moderate, being about 30-35 inches. It is
nhot evenly distributed throughout the year due to the shift of the gene-
ral étorm track which overlies the Ureat Lakes/St. Lawrence pelt, Maxi-
mum rain falls in spring and autumn with little summer rain and some
60 inches of snowfall in the winter time. 4ihe summer droughts are not-
ed for drying uﬁ springs'and'small streams thus creating a fresh-water
supply difficulty for military operations. On the other hand, winter
storms are known to block roads with sizable drifts tending to immo-
bilize armies.

One other aspect of climate affects the military standpoint. With
a January temperature of 26°F most of the shallow bodies of water, such
as ponds aﬁd marshes are frozen over and can be crossed by fighting men
with 1little trouble. Iﬁe Niagara river itself has been known'to freeze
over regularly for a part of every winter, yet for the transport of
troops, etc., it would confine operations mainly to foot soldiers.
Nevertheless, cyclical pro-lénged'cold snaps have been recorded and under
such conditions cavalry and artillery could undoubtedly cross the Nia-
gara River. 'he frozen waters of the Welland were regularly used as a
winter road as far inland as Welland Port. |
Vegetation,

The natural vegetation of the Niagara district has been highly
altered with settlement but can still be interpreted. The deciduéus
forest regions lay mainly in the well-drained clays and sandy loam of
the scarpfoot and dip-slope plain. ‘'he marshes, on the other hand,
lay mainly in the ill-drained clays of the ionawanda and Welland Vales,
A more open type of vegetation like gfass, etc.,, tended to dominate the
gravelly moraines, IKrom this it can be seen that the clays presented

the greatest vegetative barrier to settlement and military operations
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both through the thicker forests and the low marshlands.

gonclusion.

Thus, it can be seen that the topographic regions and terrain
featufes bear a definite relationship to the geologic past. <They were
the chief factors which confronted the inhabitants of this rrontier

Zone and helped to'shape its history.



PART II.

Human History of the Niagara Frontier,




CHAPTER TV,

Tomahawks Along the Frontier,

History has yet to reveal the date of man's intrcduction to the
North American Continent, but it is generslly accepted th:zi <carly man
migrated to this continent sometime during an interglacial period. It
is further believed that he entered by way of the Bering Strait and pro-
gressed southward along the west coast. At what period he struck inland
is yet to be determined. However, one hypothesis suggests that the
civilizations moving into the Great Lakes and St. Lawrenpe valley came
priﬁcipally from the Ohio Valley.

The first great influx of peoples to this region was probably that
of the ‘“Mound Builders'" of whom little is known and practically no trace
of their civilization is to be found today. It is as yet impossible to
determine whether they were displaced by the succeeding Algoncuins or
whether their culture died out prior to the invasion of the latter.

The Algonquins, primarily a migrétory hunting people, are thought
to have inhabited the lower Great Lakes around 1000 A.,D, A few archaeo-
logical remains, méinly stonework and pottery, give a fairly. good repres-
entation of their culture as well as a means of distinguishing their
old camp sites from those of [roquoian tribes., A problem facing arch-
aeologists today is one connected chiefly with the northward movement of
the peoples away from the Great Lakes, Were they forced to migrate
north to secure additional food; forced to migrate north by the Irogquo-
ian invasion; or was some other reason behind their migration? These
are questions which will memain unanswered until archaeological research

can supply historians with more evidence.

30.
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I{n spite of the indefiniteness of the Iroguoian method of occupa-
tion of the Great Lakes region the date of their entry has been set tent-
atively around 1300 A-Dol’It is generally conceded also,'that the lro-
quoians were one group that, upon settling in this area, differentiated
into tribes and over the course of years, while maintaining a common
trend in their culture, developed tribal variances. Probably the most
noticable variation was the dialectic distortion of the old Lroquoian
tongue. tHowever, the influence of the Iroquoians was to be felt from
Ueorgian Bay on Lake Huron, along the Lakes to the Hudson-Mohawk Gap.

The picture is complicated still further by the introduction of
another culture group, the Neutrals, who wedged their way into what is
now Southern Ontario. ''hey then controlled all the land bordering on
the north shore of Lake Erie and the whole of the Niagara Peninsula in-
ciuding ﬁhe land east of the Niagara River to the Uenesee River, 7Thus
at the coming of the turopeans to this part of the contlnent the Indian

occupation of the land was an intricate mosaic.

Written knowledge of the military history of the Indian Wars along
the Niagara Fromtier is limited to that mentioned in documents of
Zuropeans connected directly or indirectly with the region, 'lhis is not
to suggest, however; that no Indian Wars existed betore the comiﬁg of the
white man. Indéed, we have every right to believé that wars %ere waged
just as fiercely befo:e the coming of white man as after.

The term ”Indigh.Wars" needs some brief explanation. While it is
agreed that Indians took part in wars up to and including the War of 1812
it must be conceded that they were not the dominant factors in Suropean

wars fought in their territory. ftor this reason the term “Indian Wars®

1. Diamond Jemess - Indians of Canada - National Museum of Canada,
Ottawa - King's Printer, 1932, chapter XV, p. 224,
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is confined exclusively to those occasions when lndian was matched against
Indian along the Niagara Frontier. 4ihose occasions when he matched ﬁis
skill with that of the turopean are cerpainly worthy of note, but they
will appear in subsecuent chapters concerning the chief Buropean con-
tenders for this section of North America.

#hile it is in the interest of brevity to confine ogrselves solely
to actions along the Niégara Frontier we must never lose sight of the
m&in trend or sﬁrategy behind the duropean invasion of this, the heart
of the continent., 1t will therefore be wise to glance briefly at the
general history of the wider setting of Niagara in order to understand
these trénds of history having such a direct bearing on Niagara itself.

Buropean settlement is this part of North America began at the
turn of the 17th Century. Ihe colonies of Kprance, concentrated on the
5t. Lawrence Kstuary, and those of Holland, centred at the mouth of the
Hudson-Mohawk Gap, thrived chiefly on the fur-trade. ‘this quest for
ifurs carried them inland along the "natural! routeways, the rivers, to
contact the Indians occupying the region around the lower treat Lakes.
It was these Indians who would one day decide the fate of New France, if
not that of nNew Amsterdam. RNot only did they control the strategic
land-link between the St, Lawrence Lowlands and the Hudson-mohawk Gap,
but they also dominated the Ohio Valley, routeway to the interior plains.

fihile these Indians were essentially Iroquoians they were distinct-

ly divided into three confederacies - the Hurons, the Neutrals and the
lroquois., rig, 1l.

Ihe Hurons, .

The murons, "bristly unkept knaves' as the trench chose to call them,
formed a confederacy of four separate tribes, the pear, the Cord, the
Hock and the Leer, together with smaller communities which united with

them in matters of defence., +hey were assoeciated withthe lTobacco Nation



80, \; 78
l /" e v“
J v et e
1 sy
. ) -
T e ST \‘i-‘c\,‘w / {FF\ /"-' < !
> ! \\r \J(QC\,-\_\/ S ~8 \N \ ///’/' i

ke L~ SR \ y) f
N7 ?-\/0/ w, RIPT RN

U %, o™ RS PR A BN
SRR R el gl

D % i yi! i

g YRR AT !

i L e }\ -7V §

) 2 / N S i © o /
b % - 18::\,/ .1 ‘L',”l .
:, SN SR HLQRON - )’-"-'7\%' \ ‘| »>S tlt Q-/’
i/ ) 7 |Tosacdo R SR A y
: IR i ONT F\R'“ Ve < Ry s/

{ / T S R I 4 l
- SAL TS S s e S
- ' Q - j
/ NE U T’ A L ': /f’\' R>OZ'QZ T v
e TN SN 1y ol © ! p i If)
ﬂ,) . =~ L ~l 104 Zl [P A Y
R a\e | g \7 K S
~ E.' : E PP R\ ~L A !
\,N"//
S o scAlE OF MILES
180 g yon
Apj:’mximata Distribution of It‘oquo'mn

F‘ G 11 Tribes

1

1505 AD. (Affter Jenness.)

Wl

(EL)


http:Je.t'\t'\Q.SS

34.

and were found mainlv in the area between Lake 5ﬁmcoe, ueorgian pay and
Lake Huron,

At the timé of Champlain's visit to their country in 1815 they lived
in 18 villages, 8 of which were tortiftied with palisades and ramparts, |
Within the villages were 20 or 30 dwellings each capable of housing
from 8 to 24 families, |

the land immediately surrounding the village was cleared for'agri-
culture which consisted mainly of maize, bean and pumpkin crops. the
vomen of the tribe tended the crops although men helped with the heavier
work. However, this help rarely extended beyond the planting season
since the men usually went off on the summer's hunt about this time.B'
Thus Huronia was most vulnerable to attack in the summer. 'the men re-
turned from the hunt in Sevtember to go off‘for another two months,
along the rivers and lakes catching a winter's supply of fish, These
Journeys were relatively short and did not leave the villages in &S
vulnerzble a position as during the summer hunt.

To the nuron the winter time was the time of testival. Medicine-
men performed the three functions of rain-making, diagnosing diseases
and divining the future of which the last was the most important from a
militarj point of view. Ureams were also very important - “A man would
abandon & journey, turn back from the war-trail, or give up some other
weighty enterprise, if & dream that came to him in the night seemed to

~
predict misfortune.“h.Of the'four types of feasts celebrated by the Hurons
the so-called "singing feasts" were usually associéted with the war path

50

and ranked first in public estimation,

2. Diamond Jenness — Indians of Canada - National Museum of Canada,
Ottawa - King's Printer, 1932, Chapter XIX, p. 290.

3. Uiamond Jenness - as (2) above « Chapter XIV, p. 292,

4. Diamond Jenness - as (2) above - Lhapter XIV, p. 295.

5, Diamond Jenness - as-(2) above - Chapter XIV, p. 293.



‘Their offensive weapons were simply nows and arrows, some alight, .
for relatively long ranée fighting, while clubs were used for hand to
hand fighting. However, with the coming of the white man tomahawks
were introduced for the first time. Many warriors used armour consist-
ing of wicker shields, covered with rawhide in an attempt to render them
impenetrable to bone and stone-pointed arrows. It is believed that their
nilitary organization was very poor but as Irdquoians, they had a signal
advantage bver Algonouins. Because they were also agriculturalists,
they could carry corn, etc., with them on long campaigns, %hus more
fighting strength could be mustered from a smalier body of men since they
were not occupied in gaining subsistence. Local "captains" were gener-
ally responsible forvthe organization of smaller groups to make up the
major war-party. Yet war-parties were hot consolidated under a single
leader. Individual warriors also had the privilege of dropping out of
a raiding party if they so desired but often incurred the loss of pub-
lic esteem by doing so.b'Thié poof organization was evidenced in defence
as well as on the attack and as one Jesuit puts it, “They take no pre-
cautions against surprise, = - « = = their usual recourse, especially

when the enemy is powerful, is flight."

The Neutrals, C.

‘'he Neutrals were that confederacy occupying the North shore of Lake
Erie and tﬁe Niagara Peninsula, the land route connecting the Hurons and
the Iroqﬁois. ﬂhii;‘the Hurons numbered some 16,000 it is thought, by
one Jesuit, that the Neutrals had approximately 12,000 people in their

nation, and that they lived in forty towns or villages.

6. Diamond Jemness ~ Indians of Canada - National Museum of Canada,
Ottawa - King's Printer, 1932, Chapter XIV, p. 299%.
7. Jesuit Relations - vol. 10, p. 95.



36.

Their culture was very similar to that of the hurons, being essent-
ially an agricultural bcople supplementing their crops with fish and
meat, ‘Ttheir main crops were corn, beans and pumpkins, The Jesuits
hajled the Neutrals as excellent hunters differing from the Hurons in that
the majority of their hunting was carried on in the winter time-when
tracking animals was‘comparatively easy. While comparing the Neutrals
to the Hurons, the Jesuits took pains to point out three essential dif-
ferences: they were bigger and stronger than the Hurons, they had more
affection for their deé;and they had a greater percentage of fools
amongst their population.

‘I'he name Neutrals comes from the fact that they failed to become
involved in the early wars between the Hurons and the Irogquois while
occupying the strategic land-link between these two confederacies., It
is not, however, to be assumed that these people were a peaceful nation.
On the contrary, they were known to war constantly with the rire Nation
of Illinois. ‘“'he following is a brief account of a raid conducted
against the rire Nation by the Neutrals:

"They went last summer to number 2000 and attacked a
village that was well fortified by a palisade, and which was
stoutly defended by ninehundred warriors, who sustained their
assault. ‘lhey forced the palisade after a siege of 10 days,
illed a large number on the spot and took 800 prisoners - men,
women and children., After having burnt seventy of the principal
warriors, they put out the eyes and cut off the lips of the old
men, round their mouths, so that they might drag out a miserable
existence after their departure." 9.

. AN
This was definitely a type of warfare where the object was mutual ex-

termination.

As warriors they were as ruthless with women as men since in their

own organization the tribal leadership alternated between male and

8. William xirby - Annals of Niagara - Lundy's Lane Historical
Society - 1896, Chapter III, p. 15.

9, William Kirby - as (8) above - Chapter V, p.29 Quoting Jesuit
relations.
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- female. ''hus a female was considered as dangerous as a male in this
respect. Being of a similar culture to the Hurons they had the same
type of offensive weapons and relied chiefly on the palisaded village
for defence., It is known that the neutral nation had considerable
flint reserves along the north shore of Lake Erie. ‘I'his was possibly
an economic factor of some import in preserving their neutrality in
Huron/Iroquois wars,

ihe Iroquois.

The Iroquois Confederacy of five nations, the Mohawks, Onodagas,

Oneidas, Cayugas and Senecas, occupied what is now the State of New

York from the Genesee to the Hudson Hivef. They were known chiefly as
the ""LongHouse" both because their dwellings were long, narrow communal
huts and their territory stretched out in a long, narrow pattern

from east to west.

This confederacy, of which the Seneca was by far the largest nation,
had a culture remarkably similar to that of the Hurons and Neutrals.
They grew the same crops, ate the same fish and meat and practiséd
trapping to a great extent after the coming of the wuropeans.

As warriors they were undoubtedly the best of the three confed-
eracies, 'they were unlike the Hurons and Neutrals in that they readily
adapted themselves to changes in tactics. Macleod justly describes the
varliike cualities of an lroquois:

"ie see the iroquois in impenetrable armour and helmets of
hide and bark, wielding war clubs in the right hand and javelins
in the left, ignoring the bow and arrow in favour of close-up
battles -~ - - - they appreciated the fact that their military sup-
remecy was cdue not alone to their own valour, but to the superior
type of equipment and tactics." 10.

While the Iroquois Confederacy consisted of five nations they

were not well organised militarily. It is well to note that the war-

10. ¥m. Macleod - The American lndian Frontier - A.A. Knopf, New
York, 1928 - Chapter XIX, p. 281.
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parties they sent against their enemies eonsisted mainly of sporadic
individual raiding parties. One nation within the Confederacy could.go
to war if it so chose but was not empowered to involve the other member
nations, Nevertheless, they usually sent along a representative con-
tingent, thus giving the League its cohesive onality. However, in the
event that a nation acted against any member of the League, all nations
were obliged to take un'the challenge. Such was the cause of the pro-
longed French struggle. Champlain, while essentially the "Father of
New France", was, at the same time, its chief enemy for his action in
1609 against the Mohawks. It reflected seriously on the future dealings’
of the rrench with the embittered Iroquois Confederacy.
This brief review of the peoples of the lower Lake Region will help
us to understand bettérvthe war-potentiai of the various confederacies,
It is, however, extremely difficult to pin down the Indian Wars (1648-5.)
along the Niagara Frontier to any specific cause. Macleod in his writ-
ings visualizes the Indians, the French and the Dutch/English as master
strategists in their rivalry for position in ﬁhe ureat Lakes, St, Law=~
rence and Hudson-Mohawk Region., He sees the french pushing into the
heart of the continent wia the St. Lawrence, attempting to seduce the
Iroquois and thus allow French expansion eastward through the Hudson-
Mohawk Gap to crush the Dutch Colony at New Amsterdam. HWhen the Iro-
quois refused to co-operate they were forced to make a grand scale
'pincer movenment down\the Ohio/Missis§ippi in an attempt to pin the west-
ward-looking rnglish colonies of virginia to the Atlantic coast. After
the English captﬁred New Amsterdam he pictured them making safe passage
through iroquqis counﬁry to strike at the heart of New France. Howsver,
the Iroouois, being the sﬁpreme strategists of the day, saw through

both European plans and played a cautious game of neutrality between

two eager foes., In the meantime, according to Macleod, the French,



_ realizing their need for native assistance to defeat the [roquois
launched upon the Christianization policy amongst the Hurons. At the
same time, the Iroquois were trading their furs for muskets, powder,
shot and alecohol at Albany with the Dutch and the the English.

A good deal of Macleod's theory may be sccented with some con-
siderable reserve., It must be conceded, however, in all fairness that
one of the contributions to the downfall of the Hurons in these Indian -
Wars was the Christianityioffered by the rrench Jesuits. The second
undoubtedly lies in the supply of firearms by Dutch and English to the
Iroquois, ' »

To date it is almost impossible to decide the exact cause of the
Iroquois taking the war-path to Huronia in the summer of 1648. whether
a2 specific cause evidences itself or not is of little import. <The fire-
brand was carried mainly by a band of Seneca to St. Joseph, the chief
town of the Hurons, on a day later to be hailed by certain North Ameri-
can peoples as Independence pay. The Iroquois burned the town, commit-
ted bloody atrocities and marched off as victors with nearly 700 pris-
oners.ll'lt is thought. that the Iroquois spent the winter in local woods
and in the month of March 1649 struck a surprise blow at St, Louis, and
another at St, Ignace. Although they threatened Ste. Marie they failed
to attack.. Their campaign had been a success nevertheless. The Hurons
Scattered to the islands of Georgian Bay, to the 'obacco Nation to form
the future Wyandots\énd to the French settlements along the St. Law=-
rence. Their Confederaéy had beenvbfoken fogever along with the French

missions of Huyronia.

The Iroquois, no longer in need of passage through the Neutral

11. Pelham Edgar - Romance of Canadian History - Geo, N. Mor ..g
and Co, Ltd., 1903, p. 77., £d. note.
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territory to Huronia, turned their warriors against the RNeutral villages.

The excuse offered for attacking the Neutrals was based on the alleged
shelter of fleeing Huron wapriors by the Neutral nation. From 1650-51
the Iroquois carried the fire-brand from village to village until all
lay in complete ruins.

The two years immediately following the extermination of the Neut-
- rals were also filled with lndian Wars. The Iroquois, full of a war-
spirit and‘a lust for power, turned south-westward to engage and defeat
the Erie Nation bordering on the south shore of Lake Erie., wWith the
defeat of the mries in 1654 the period of Indian Wars along the Niagara
Frontier came to an end,

Minor re-adjustment of positions between Indians and Europeans re-
sulted from these wars. ‘The Chippeways, an Algonquin nation, moved in
from the west, presumably wifh the approval of the Iroouois, to take up
the old Neutral position along the west bank of the Niagara River. the
all powerful Senecas moved up from the GUenesee River to the east bank
6f the Niagara. They were present here a quarter of a century later
when New France became expansionistic under the leadership ot Sieur de
La Salle,

Thus in retrospect we see that no specific details exist of
battles in these Indian Wars affecting the Niagara Frontier, However,
it is possible to trace the general trend of military history through
this early period\énd to see the use of the land - link between Southern
Ontario and western New York both from the tactical and strategicaly
point of wview., ‘his was essentially an E/W interpretation of the geo-

graphical alignment of the Niagara region.,

12. william Macleod - rhe American Indian Frontier - A.A. Knopf,
New York, 1928 - Gnapter XIX, p. 282.
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CHAPTER V.

Niagara, the Strategic Key to Greater new France.

Both before the coming of the Kuropean to North America and during
the first half century of his occupation, the niagara Frontier played
a role confined almost solely tq Indian affairs. tew records remain
- to show muropean influence along the Niapara prior to the time of the
noted French exblorer, kend Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle. 'From
this howevar, we must npt infer that he was the first white-man to see
the natural wonders of Niagara. Indeed, it is believed that Champlain's
tfanslator and fellow-traveller, Ktienne Br;lé, returned to Huronia
from the south via the niagara routeway as early as 1615. Lleven years
later rather Joseph de la Hoche Dallion, a Jesuit missionary, is known
to have seen the ralls of Niagara during his visit. Later, in 1640-41
we fihd rather L'Allemant mentioned in the Jesuit Relations, concerning
his work amongst the neutrals near the niagara River. A year later,
Father Joques was captured by the lroquois near Lake George and was per-
mitted:to work amongst the various nations of the Confederacy. It is
believed that he saw the gréat water cascade, Just prior to the Indian
Wars of 1648, rather Raqueneau in writing home to trance described it
thus:
"North of éhe Eries is a great lake, about 200 leagues

in circumference, called krie, formed by the discharge of the

mer-douce, {(Lake Huron), and which falls into a third lake

called Ontario, over a cataract of frightful height." 1.

Thg years immediately following the indian Wars, discussed in the

previous chapters, were years of Indian domination along the niagara.

1. A.B. Hulbert - ‘¢ Niagara River - G.P,Putnam's Sons, New York,
1908, Chapter XIII, p. 1l66.
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-The Iroguois were supréme; their Confederacy stood out above all others
- the veritable “Romans of the west"., In 1660 the ququois launched

a grand scale campaign to dislodge the rrench from Canada. Meanwhile,

a new rrench spirit ot expansionism had been born. hRadisson and uross—‘
illiers were approaching the Mmississippi, while the Marquis de l'racy
stimulated ggowth in Ouebec. IForts were erected along the Richilieu

and a french Army invaded the Lroquois country to secure a comnaratively
lasting peace.z.Thus in 1669 the spirit of New France renewed activity
along the nNiagara as La Salle and his Sulpician companion, rather
Galinee, made triendly overtures to the Seneca dominating the river,
Wihat measure of success he attained is undoubtedly revealed in the tact
that rrench expansion into the mississippi was still routed through
Huronia in 1671-73. this is shown by the journeys of Marquette and Jol-
iet. <the French policy now changed to one of "Non-antagonization" to-
wards the iroguois., La Salle returned to rrance to convince the court.
that the ﬁoﬁour of rrance was at stake in the new World., He secured
permission to explore the Ohio and erect trading posts to handle the
expected furs with which he hored to pay for his journey. +ihus in 1677
he returned to mew Fpance to carry out his policy.

In the meantime, the comte de Frontenac had been appointed Governor
of New France. fe introduced the “New Indian rolicy" in which he in-
vited the iroquois to a grand conference.  Here he combined lavish hosp-
itality with gross Elattefy, in the shadow of the new rort Cataraqui
(Frontenac) erected in 1673 at Kingston. Indians had met their match
and peace had been secured as long as Frontenac remained governor.

When La Salle returned he found ¥t, Frontenac an excellent base for

2. A.B. Hulbert - ‘ihe Niagara River - G4,.P. Putnam's Sons, New York,
1908, Chapter XII1i, p. 170. '
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~ south-west expansion - as Parkmen calls it, "a fulcrum for bolder and
broader action"., He faced three problems: that concerning the security
of his base, the building of two ships, one for Lake Ontarioc and one

for Lake Erie, and the picking of a strategic point for the first in-
voice of furs he hoped to obtain.

On December 6th, 1678, Sieur de la Motte de Lussiere and rather Hen-
nepin reached the mouth of the Niagara River in a brigantine of 10 tons.
The latter describes the journey of the following day in these words:

"On the 7th, we went in a Canou two Leagues up the River
to look for a convenient Place for Building; but not being
able to get the Canou farther, because the Current was too
rapid for us to master, we went overland about three Leagues
higher, though we found no land fit for culture. e lay
that Night near a River, which runs from the Westward, within
a League above the great rall of Niagara —-————we-- oM

This would indicate a journey along the west bank of the river
and a cémp site at the mouth of the Welland River. On returning to the
lower river they decided to build a settiement at the foot of the es-
carpment, but on the east bank of the river. 'he explanation behind
this is not apparent but it can probably be inferred that the ¥rench
did not want to put the Niagara River between themselves and the Iro-
quois while the English held such good contacts with the latter at
their Albany trading post.

.La Salle joined the party on the east bank where he proposed to
build Fort Conti gua;ding the northern extremity of the 0ld Portage.
Permission of the Iroguois had been obtained previously by La Motte
and Hennepin in their "Embassie de Iroguese!’. During this meeting they
had smoked the pipe of peace, promised & gun-smith and a black-smith
to be stationed at this provosed "Storehouse" to service lndian weapons

)

and explained that the "Great Woodden Canou' to be built on Lake Erie

would bring KFrench commodities to the Iroquois cheaper than those of

the .nglish. Thus the first fort on the'Niagara Frontier had been eét-



a
ablished mainly as a trading centre for furs and secondly as-an outpost
or strategic "Hopping-off" point for future expansion to the south-west.
with this point secured the party built the "Great Woodden Canou', the
Griffon, at the mouth of the Cayuga Creek, the southern extremity of the
01ld Portage. L1ts subsequent loss by shipwreck is of little importance
here, yet the courageous and determined La Salle, its builder, stands

in the snnals of history as "The Pioneer of Niagara",

With the recall of t'rontenac to rrance and the rise of the Marquis
de Nonville as governor, the Iroquois sought the upper hand. <The new
governor set out from Fort Frontenac, on 4th July, 1687 to reduce the
Iroguois to a state of submission, LIt is thought that he destroyed
considerable Seneca property in the hinterland of Irondequoit Bay and
that the lightning raid simply incensed the Indians. However, De
Nonville withdrew to the mouth of the Niagara River, where, in & space

of three days, a fort with four bastions, two large guns and several

cabins were built. He garrisoned the fort and returned to Monireal

to %@ure supplies for its maintenance. In September of the same year
the smouldering Indién hatred evidenced itself in sporadic killings of
Frenchmen hunting in the woods around the fort. After the death of the
commander De Troyes, the garrison gave up hope only to bé relieved by
the Miami Indians warring against the Seneca in March, 1688,
D'esbergeres took command of the fort. He was on the verge of re-
building both the phyéical defences of the fort and the morale of his
men when Mahent arrived in September with orders to abandon the fort.
The defences were destroyed and on the fifteenth of the month the little

garrison withdrew to leave Niagara sssentially unmolesﬁed by Luropeans

.

for nearly a gensration,

3. Severehce - Old Trails of the niagara Frontier, 1896.
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- 1n 1689 the proud and indomitable old‘:¥rench aristocrat, rrontenac,

returned to New France, when hearly 80 years of age, to carry fire and
sword through the Iroquois villages to the east. By 1698, at his death,
he had reduced the Irogquois villages to their former position where they
remained for half a century until they rallied with the Lnglish to wrest
the control of Canada from the hands of the French.

With the opening of the 18th Century both the French and the #ng-
lish treated the Indians as "independent sovereign nations", | Yet each
made their overtures to the Indian in the half-century to follow. “The
climax came in the eventful clash of Krench and English in the Seven
Yeays! War, However, fhe inglish did‘not intermingle and inter-marry
with the Indian as did the French. This custom of common association
as between equals, carried on by the rrench, stemmed from an age-old
Colonial Policy of France. Indeed, this attempt to civilize the Indian
often resulted in precisely the reverse, - as both Charlevoix and mdgar
observe, “the savages did not become french, but the French became-
savages', ’

One of these "adopted sons of the wilderness'", Chabert Joncaire,
was taken prisoner by thé Senecas in 1700, He rose to be a leader
amongst the Irocuois and a missionary for the French political cause
amongst, them.é.in 1719 he approached the Seneca who consented to the
erection of a bark cabin at Lewiston called "Magazine Royal'.

NThe location of this post signifies of itself alone the
larger strategic nature of Niagara geographically, for it was
not at the mouth of the river but at the beginning of the

portage around the Rapids and Falls at Lewiston, just where
La Salle's storehouse, built in 1679, had stood", 7.

L. w.,C. Macleod -~ The American Indian Frontier - A.A. Knopf -
Chapter XxXVI, p. 395.

5. P. Edgar - Romance of Canadian History - George N. Morang and
Co, Ltd., toronto, 1903, p. 184,

6. Colonial Documents of New York - vol (ix), p. 773.

7. A.B. Hulbert - The Niagara - <.P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1908,
Chapter IX, p. 198.



" Mr Porter referring to it had this to say:

"The trade in furs was brisk, the Indians from the north
west and south coming there to barter. YT'he chain of friendship
with the Senecas was kept bright by friendly intercourse with
their warriors, who constantly come there: rrench trading
vessels came often to its rude wharf bringinz merchandise from
Frontenac and returning laden with furs. “hus the English
for the first time failed to overcome the rrench, while the
English in New York did not delay their exrostulations regarding
what theyw called rrench incroachment at Niagara; but so far were
they from being successful, that the French were able within four
years to begin a more important fortification -« - - .

magazine Hoyal had done good service; it had given the
rrench the desired foot hold on the Niagara River; it had held
and fostered the trade in furs; it had established French
supremacy in this region, and furnished them with the key to
the possession of the Upyper Lakes and the Ohio Valley; and last,
and most important of all it had been the means of krance ob-
taining a real fortress at the point where her diplomats and
armies had been waiting to erect one; - - - a fort had been
built at the mouth of the river - - -7 8,

In 1725 Governor De Vaudreuil started to build the new fort at

niagara including the "Mess House" or the "Castle”, On July l4th, the

following year the Seneca nation ratified the undertaking over a Uouncil

Fire held at wiagara, Kirby, writing in his Annals of Niagara justly

summarizes the value of Ft. Miagara as the strategic key to greater

New France.

"Fort Niagara stood like a lone rocky island out of the
ocean of lakes and forests that surrounded it on every side. .
it became a great mart for the fur trade with the lndian tribes,
a centre for the civilization of the interior of the continent.
Out of its gates and into them flowed a constant stream of mis-
sionaries, soldiers, traders and voyagers to trade and intrigue
for supremacy with the knglish of New York, and to extend French
power over all the west, even down to lLouisiana. All the in-
tervening territories were claimed as the possessions of rrance
and tort Niagara was the gateway that led to them.» 9,

Little or no military activity took place around rort Niagara until

1739 when the Picket Wall rence was rebuilt. Up until 1745 it contained

8. Porter - Brmef u1ctorv ot 0ld Fort Niagara, niagara ralls, 1896,

7. #. Kirby F.R.5.C. - Annals of Niagara, Lund's Lane Historical
Society 1896, - cChapter VI, p. 33.

o,
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only 100 men and four guns. However, French prestige waned when the

pglicy of not selling liouor to the Indians was enforced. This had to
be done to maintain order in the Indian villages.

‘The dynamic qualities of the British colonies in the 1740's was
undoubtedly due toihek-larger population, relatively high birth rate and-
low death rate, as compared to the trench. "The French were eager to
check the possibility of the overflowing of this human reservoir be-
yond thq natural barriers of the Appalachians iid the Ohio River. They
wanted to reserve the west for the fur trade. .Thus we can see that
the cause of the eventusl clash of ¥rench and‘British power in North
America was basically concerned with the clash of their respective pol-

icies concerning the use of land,

in 1747 Celoron was sent from Quebec, via the Niagara to the Ohio )
River district to bury the leaden plates and thus re-establish La Sallets
claim to the land., At the same time the Scots and Irish settlers of
western Pemnsylvania were gradually encroaching on French trap lines.
The 6hio Company, formed by a group of prominent virginians in 1747, was
granted 500,000 acres of land in the Ohio Valley in 1749 by the King of
England.

Celoron had also been commissioned to sound out the zpirit of the
nztives in his trip and opened the "administrative eyes" of New France
in uttering the followins words:

"All that I cen'say is, that the (Indian) nations of these
places are very ill-disposed against the French, and entirely
deveted to the English. I do not know by what means they can be
reclaimed,

- - - -~ 1f violence 1s employed they (the Indians) would be
warned and take to flight - - - if we send to trade with them,
our traders can never give our merchandise at the price the
Znglish do." ' :

- 10, 4,B, Hulbert - T'he Niagara River - u.P. Putmam's Sons, New York,
1908, Chapter IX, p. 202.
11, #.C. Macleod - The American Indian rrontier - A.A. Knopf, 1928,
Chapter XXVI, p. 396.
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Then followed his suggestion, - ~ 'Ypeople our old posts and per-
petuate the nations on the pelle Riviere {Ohio-Alleghany) who are with-
in the reach of the English Government”.lz.

The Government of new France realized the peril it faced if its fur
trade was cut off in the Ohio Valley. It launched a bold policy which
rendered Niagara the most strategic point in new France. lMartin was
sent to build a line of forts from Niagara to the junction of the Ohio,
Alleghany and Monongahela Rivers, The old line of forts, Quebec; Ft.
Frontenac and ft. Niagara was extended southward to include Ft. Presque
Isle (1753) at Erie Pennsylvania, rt. La Boeuf (1753) at Watertown, Penn-
sylvania, Ft; Machault (1753) at Franklin, Pennsylvania and Ft. Du-
quesne (1754) at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Thus, as in the period of
indian Wars, the Niagara Frontier was a gateway, although not in the
same alignment as that of Indian days. To the Krench the s£rategic
link at Niagara lay N/S along the 0ld Portage whereas in Indian days it
lay along the E/W axis of the frontier, They interpreted the geography
to suit their iﬁmediate needs. (Fig. 12)

To counter this strategy of the French, Governor Dinwiddie of
Virginia sent Major Washington to ask the rrench to leave and to erect
forts in their stead, washington , however, was foreibly repulsed.
Thﬁ%;geven Years' War was precipitated in North America some eighteen
months before war was actually déclared.lB.The British strategy, which
aimed at the destrﬁ;tion of this line of French Forts was essentially
poor. while something is to be said in favour of dealing a death-blow

to rt. Duquesne, the spearhead of French expansion to the southwest, the

more logical plan would have undoubtedly been to concentrate an attack on

12, A.B, Hulbert ~ the Niagara Hiver - 4,P. Putnams Sons, new York,
1908, Chapter IX, p. 204.

13, . w.B, Kirby #.R.5.C. - Annals of Niagara, Lundy's Lane Historic-
al Society, 1896 ~ Chapter VI, p. 37.
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either the initial supply base of Quebec or the strategic link of Nia-
gara, The latter would have been the far more exoedient move, yet the -
British authorities chose to conduct, simultaneously, & three-fold
campaign as poorly conceived as it was executed.

teneral Braddock, by far the leading militariét in pritish North
America, was sent against the forts of the Ohio Valley. After due

~Success, he was to join the supposedly secondary force of overnor
Snirley of mass, against the torts of Niagara and Oswego. Needless to
say, the.pages of hi§/pory record Braddock's defeat at the hands of the
rrench and their Indian allies. Shirley's forces barely succeeded in
capturing rort Oswego and were completeiy dissuaded from attacking rt.
Nisgara on hearing of Braddock's demoralizing defeat. However, the
third front under Johnson against the trench forts in the Lhamplain
district was successful but offered little competition to rrench sup-
T'emacy in the "0ld North West',

While the British nursed their wounds the rrench had a breathing
Spell in which they fortified Niagara, fully realizing its strategic
position within theif far-flung, vulnerable empire., As Porter outlines
in his writings, Niagara was re-fortified in October, 1755, and prep-
arations continued ail winter. The following spring guns captured from
praddock were mounted on the walls, ‘'he work was nearly completed by
July, 1756, under Pouchot. ‘hat the rrench still under-estimated the
British threat to gheir empire is shown by Pouchot's statement of 1759
concerning the personnel of rt. Niagara. while capable of accommodating
1000 men, it had 149 regulars, 183 men‘of colonial companies, 133 militia
and 21 cannoniers, a total of 486 soldiers and 39 employees, ot whom 5

ll-l»v-
were women or children,

14, Porter - Bri:t History of 0Old Fort niagara, Niagara Falls, 1896.
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'by 1759 the pritish authorities had changed their strategy. ‘they
planned joint attacks on both the citadel of (uebec and the fort at
Niagara; a plan which led to the overthrow of rrench military power in
North America. ‘the storming of Quebec was coincidental with General
John Prideaux's attack on Ft. Niagara. On the 1st, July, he sailed from
Oswego on Lake Ontario-wiﬁh 2200 regulars and provincials and 700 lro-
cquois who had decided to throw their weight in with the rnglish, to land
at Le Petit mMarais and march‘s miles to besiege Kt, Niagara, ihe French
commander of the fort sent word to Joncaire, sén of the emiséary to‘the
Seneca and commander of Fort du Portege or rort Little niagara at the
southern extremity of the portage, to trénsport his supplies across the
uprer niagara kiver to the mouth of the Chippawa Creek and make haste
for the parent fort. Prideaux was killed while forcing the siege and
Sir William Johnson took command, (Fig. 13)

Frewnch reinforcements, under De Lignery and u'Aubery who had come
from the west awaited furtﬂer orders at navy Island. On receiving
orders to advance they épproached Ft. Niagdra via the Portage Road and
met dohnson's forces at La Belle Famille, a site now occupied by the
town of Youngstown., <The English besieging thé fort,znow ambushed the
relief mission., Johnson sent an oftficer to the tort to demand surrender.
After éending a "Confidential Officer" to review the scene of the battle
at La Belle ramille, pouchot surrendered to Johnson on the night of 24th
July, 1759, and on the following morning the n:itish lag waved over the
Niagara Frontier for fhe first time in history.

Thus the strategic key to ureater New trance had been captured by
the british.‘ After some delay they had come to realize rt. Niagara's
ilmportance as an excellent jumping arf point to the Ohio Valley. its
Capture did not alter the alignment of the niagara Frontier. 71he n/S

interprotation of its geography was accepted intact by the British,
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UHAPTER VI,

Niagara, from (Qutpost to vefender of the pritish smpire,

#Whereas the wiagara rrontier was at the geographical centre of
ureater wew rrance, it became in 1759 but an outpost of the pritish’
Golonies in North America. 'this resulted from their method of expan-
sion into the continent, influenced primarily by geography. The French
had gsed the great St. Lawrence waterway to open up the heart of the
continent, while the British, pinned to the Atlantic by the Appalachian
Mountains, filtered through the restrictive mountain passes and valleys
to become frontiersmen, |

The British secured their position along the Niagara River soon
after they defeated the French. Fort Niagara was remodelled and rort
Schlosser was erected on the southern extremity of the 0ld Portage near
the site of the destroyed Fort. de Portage or Little niagara. Fort
Schlosser was as much a trading post as a bastion albng the frontier,
with the main concentration of troops at Kt. Niagara under Johnson.
#hile Ft., Niagara guarded the junction of the river and Lake Ontario,
tt. BErie, built by the inglish in 1764, was its counterpart at the
Junction of the river and Lake Erie.

Scarcely had the Seven Years' War in America died out when Pontiac,
incited to revolt byfthe renegade French traders in his western country,
struck at the British "oppressors" frovaichigan to Pennsylvania and new
fork. The only incident in these “Beaver Wars" of Pontiac's, relevant
to military history at Niagara,‘is the memorable Massacre of Devil's
Hole at the mouth 6f Bloody Run Creek along the Gorge, on l4th., September,

1763. Here a party of 500 Senecas from Chenussio, inspired by Pontiac
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5.
‘struck‘in retaliation at the snglish who had réplaced them as carriers
along the 0ld Portage. <Yhey waylaid a wagon-train of 25 wagons and 100
horses and oxen. lhree men escaped to warn & body of troops at Lewis-
ton. These troops experienced a second ambush from which only eight
escaped to ¥t. Niagara. The commander of the fort sent all the available
troops under his command to avenge thevattack but the Indians had fled.
Eighty scalped corpses and a ravine littered with the tansled mass of
humanity, animals and material bore mute witness to the wrath of the
warring Indian.l.

At the peace conference following the Massacre, Sir William John-
Son obtained deeds from the Senecas for all land bordering the Niagara
River and the islands in it. rurthermbre, he introduced a new element
to the Indian Policy of the British. No longer did he deal with Con-
federacies but with individual tribes. 'Thus he initiated dis-unity
betwéen Indian nations,

From the'close of Pontiac's Wars the next few years saw no serious
conflict along the frontier. The"Quebec Act", greatly extended the
boundaries of the Province of Quebec beyond those of the "Proclamation
of 1763", It came at a time whén British Colonial Policy was attempt-
ing to extend taxation, for purvoses of Empire Defence, to cover the
individual colonists. smongst the fourteen colonies in North America
the southern-most thirteen were united by the cry, "No taxation without
representation, The failure of the fourteenth Colony to join the agit-
ation invited discrimination against it by the others, ror example,
in the Ueclaration of Independence objections were voiced against

Quebec for,

"Abolishing the free system of tnglish Laws in a neighbouring
‘province, establishing therein an arbitary government, and en-

1. A.B. Hulbert - The Niagara River = u4.P. Pulnam's Sons, New York,
1908, Chapter IX, p. 214~215.
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larging its boundaries so as to render 1t at once an example and
it instrument for introducing the same absolute rule in other
colonies." 2.
The thirteen colonies had been driven to unite in the Continental Con-
gress of 1774 for the purmose of boycotting British goods in an attemnt
to convince the British government that it was being unfair over the
taxation issue. Compromises were never reached so the American Colonies
rose in revolt,
tfhey made insincere overtures to the rrench in Quebec and then,
these having failed, iaunched & campaign against Canada to drive out
the slender British garrison. While the actual war was confined mainly
toythe.Champlain—dichelieu frontier, ¥t., Niagara piayed a very serlous
role as a "Springboard" for Loyalists and Indians carrying "guerilla
warfare® throughout the State of New York. indeed, General Sullivan,
marching through New York State to attack rort Niagara in 1779, was only
Stayed by these sporadic forces. 7+1hus the fort at the mouth of the niag-
- @ra River still remained an outpost of the British Empire. (iFig.l4) |
The greatest movement resulting from the American War of Independ-
snce was undoubtedly that of the Loyalists., Those members of the thir-
teen Colonies who were driven from their homes and had their propérty con-
fiscated, proudly bore this humiliation to maintain their allegiance to
the British King. In thousands they took to the woods, and after endur-
ing all sorts of hardships-and suffering, arrived at fort Niagara.
While the women aﬁd children were cared for at the fort, the men formed
themselves into Loyalists regiments undermen like Sir John Johnson,
Colonel putler, Guy Johnson , the Servoses, Clements, Secords and others.
Not only were certain colonists loyal to the pritish Crown but

approximately 5000 Six Nation Indians fled from their villages to

2. A.B, Hulbert -~ The Niagara River - G.P. Putnam's Sons, New
York, 1908, Chapter IX, P. 219.
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shelter under the guns of Niagara, From here daily war parties under

their chiefs Brant, Deseronto and SaKoyenwaraghton inflicted much loss

on the rebels,

One of the most discussed raids carried out by a joint Loyalist/
Indian Party was that of 3rd. July, 1778 at wyoming. Colonel John Butler
with a few hundred of his Rangers, a company of the King's Regiment
under Gaptain Bird, a number of Loyalist volunteers and the whole of the
Senecas under SaKoyenwaraghton moved against Colonel Zebulon Butler of
the Rebel army. They successfully completed the campaign with the senec-
as carrying the brunt of the fighting.h.

With the aid of krance the 'hhrteen Colonies were able to throw off
their British ties, During the entire seven years of the war, settle-
ment was restricted to the east bank of the niagara River with the
single exception of rort Erie. However, on the conclusion of the War of
Independence, the lreaty of Versailles, 1783, defined the sites of rt.
Niagara and ¥t. Schlosser és being within the territorial limits of the
rew repﬁblic. While some thirteen years elapsed before these sites were
gafrisoned by American troops, an orderly movement of settlement to the
western bank of the river was conducted. A site directly opposite rt.
Niagara was chosen for a town, It has been given various names such as
Butlersberg, iwest Niagara, Newark, Niagara and is at present niagara-on-
the Lake. Settlement spread southward from here along the niagara River
to Queenston westwérd along the foot of the scarp to St. Davids and '
around the rour Mile Creek., ''he entire area was laid out by military
surveyors from rt. Niagara and 200 zcres. of land were given to every
man, woman and child of the U.E, Loyalists; ‘the settlers opened the

road from niagara to the head of the lake, improved the river road to

- 3. wm. Kirby F.R.S.C. - Annals of Niagara - Lundy's Lane Historical
Society, 1896, Chapter VIII, p. 53.

L. ¥m. Kirby F.R.S.C., - as (3) above, Chapter IX, p. 55.
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Queenston and the Falls and built a road through the old Marais Normand
(swamp) to St. Davids.

‘'he first few years of settlement required assistance from rt.
Niagara but bountiful crops were soon realized and the settlers became
independent of government supplies. However, during the "HungryYears"
of 1787 and 1788 drought éhreatened the very life of the settlement and‘"
saw the military authorities again assuming the responsibility for the
welfare of the Loyalists., By 1790 things had righted themselves and by
1792 Butler's Barracks were built near the village of niagara to relieve
the overcrowding at rort Niagara. ‘These barracks housed the regiments
of putler, Johnson and ureen.

With the gradual shift of the British population to the west baﬁk
of the river, a new portage developed from Queenston to Chippawa. o
protect this portage adeguately KFt. Chippawa was built in 1790 at the
mouth of the Chippawa Creek at the southern extremity of the portage,
while rort Drummond developed at Queenston.

The political development of Niagara kept pace with the settlement.
‘The village was re-named Newark and became the capital of upper Canada
according to the Constitutional Act of 1791, Governor John Graves
Simcoe convened the first Parliament here and made provisions for mil-
ilia training to be carried out in the nNewark vicinity. On the fourth of
June all the regulars and militiamen paraded in & grand review on the
vewark Common to commemorate the King's birthday. rollowing this a
dinner and grand ball were given in the newly built Navy Hall.

Governor Simcoe realized the vulnerability of his capital, situated,
as 1t was beneath the very guns of rort Niagara. He therefore conceived
a two-fold plan: the shifting of the seat of government to a more advant-
ageous and less vulnerable position and of buildingvVorp George on the

west bank of the river as a counterpart to the American Fort Niagara.
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Prior to this time, York had been selected as the new capital and the
Queen's Rangers had been withdrawn from newark to fortify the town,

Thus with the eventual occupation of rort George a consolidation of grit-
ish forces at Newark was achieved once more.

+he arrival of Colonel lsaac Brock at Fort George in 1803 with his
49th Regiment adeocuately marks the turning point in pritish/American
relations along the niagara Frontier., 1ltwas during this period that
the American emiésaries incited the members of his regiment to mutiny
and desertion. An excellent account of “olonel Brock's quick action
and gentlemanly rebuke of his regiment is to be found in Kirby's Annals
of Niagara.

The "Cold'War" intensified - Henry’Clay of Kentucky, loﬁdly
rattled the sabre in the American Congress while in Canada, war was
regarded as imminent on all hands with the appointment of Major—General
Brock as Administrator of Upper Canada at the age of 43.

‘thus the atmosphere of the Niagara Frontier was tense as the clouds
of war grew darker. Preparatioﬁs were being made by both the Americans
and the British. ‘The first feal full-scale war ever to be waged along
this rrontier was, in the offing, Niagara was to become the Uefender of
the British Zmpire in North “merica, situated as it was gt the geog-

raphical junction of Upper Canada and the Republic of the United States.

.\\



UHAPTER VIT,

The Canadian iiar of Independence -~ 1812-15.

At the opening of the 19th Century, Niagara stood as an important
link between Upper Canada and the American Revublic, Indeed, its econ-
omy wzs tied to that of Upper Canada by grain products and to that of
Western nNew York by meat products. OStrategically it was the guardian
of the natural gateway to Burlington Heights, key to bundas Street -
the main land artery of Upper Canada.

Events of 1812.

The differencesbetween Canada and the United States were not
strong enough to precipitate war. However, the British Orders in Coun=-
cil to blockade Napolean's European Citadel and their claim to search
all neutral shipping, including that of the United States of America,
produéed a serious crisis, Yet, as the Historical Atlas of the United
States of America shows, the New England states were against the war.
It was the southern and‘western states, still smarting over their fail-
ure to take Canada in the Revolutionary ilar, who gave sﬁpport to the
new "War Party". This party guided a bill through Congress on 18th
June, 1812, declaring war on Grect Britain and hef Uependehcies. Amer-
ican forces were quickly mustered and a half-hearted attempt was launch-~
ed against Upper Canada from Detroit under Ueneral Hull,

The American strategy involved in this move appears essentially
unsound. They were striking at nothing vital to Canada either mili-
tarily or ecohomically. They might have done much better by an attack
on Montreal, the key centre of British communications, bBut, fancying

themselves as would-be liberators from the British "Yoke", they be-

60,
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-

lieved that the settlers of Upper Canada longed for liberation., This
belief was equally shared by General bfock. His correspondence to
#ngland during the tension period preceding the war, shows that he
counted his military strength in terms Jf Repulars alone, having doubts

both as to the loyalty and effectiveness of the militia. If the Amer-
icans had met a disaffected population at vetroit, and gained their
support, they could have marched to London and so turned the British

- flank, fortunately General Brock was‘a man of bold action and promptly
nmarched to face Hull, forced his back to petroit and effected his immed-
iate surrender on the 16th August, 1812, with an army of some 2500 men.
‘he blow delivered to American morale was beyond measure.

Ueneral Brock, leaving Colonel Proctor in charge on the Detroit
Frontier, hastened to Nlagara where the American Commander-in-Chief,
General Bearborn, had ordered the mustering of troops for another inva-
sion. 'I'his was strategically morevimportant, not so much because it
Openea a short route to the capital of Upper Canada, at York, but be-
cause it blocked a poésible invasion of British troops down the exceed-
ingly critical Mohawk roﬁte to Albany and New York., If the British
had succeeded in driving down this route they would have split the
United States of America in two, and might have defeated the enemy in
one swift blow. Actually Brock, as Krontier Commander, decided to de-
liver a knock-out blow té rort Niagara in an attempt to force the Amer-
icans to maintain long supply lines from their headgquarters at Albany.
it waéj%ortunate for Canada at this time that Sir George Prevost was
‘Governor and Lommander-in-Uhief of the pritish forces., Wwhile a soldier
by profession, he was nottwe man to face a military crisis “or stem the
Armerican tide. He forbade Brock to carry out his bold offensive and
hegotiated an armistice with the Americans in which all pritish front-

ier movements were to cease while those of the Americans continued.
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Brock could do no more than dig—in the troops already under his command.
He spread them out to cover the entire frontier ffom Ft. Erie to nis
Headquarters at rt. George, yet he consistently believed the aﬁtack
would come from rt. Niagara against rt. George with a possible feint at
“ueenston, He believed that rt. George was the key to the Ontario plain
and that the successful defence of vundas Street depended on the secur-
ity of this fort. (Fig. 15)

In October, General Van Rensselaer, Commander of the American
forces at Lewiéton, called a council-of-war to plan for a joint attack
on Ft. George and Queenston. However, his counterpart, at rt. Schlos-
ser, Ueneral Smyth, refused to co-operate. Van Rensselaer had to change
his vlans td feint at rt. George>and concentrate an attack on the heights-
~at Queenston, In seleéting (ueenston for the main attack he was except-
ionally wise. 1t was the strategic junction of the Portage Road to
Chippawa, the fiver Road to rort George and the Mohawk Road to purlington
Heights, which had resulted from man's adaptation to the local peography.
Added to this was the important tact that the river is much narrower here
than at its mouth and would teke less time to cross - a factor to be
considered when under enemy fire. By capturing Queenston, Van Henssel-
aer would have split the pritish forces of the upper and lower plain and,
while sending detachments to clear their positions, could have advanced
to the all-important Dundas Street. (Fig. 16.)

After a bungling attempt to land on the west side of the river
some success Wwas gainedlon 13th October, 1812, 4he British Major Den-
nis, defending Queenston, had too small a force at his command to re-
pulse the concerted attack. <The Americans, under Captain Wool, scaled
the Heights by an old Indian path along the Gorge and‘attacked the
single British gun from the rear. Brock,.who had come up from rt. George

to the battle, ordered his men to spike the gun and retreat to the vil-
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’lage. ln the subsecuent attempts to charge the Americans up the face of
‘the escarvment both srock and hi; aid-de~camp, :olonel racdonell, fell
mortally wounded. ‘I'wo 6utstanding leaders lost their lives through
tactical inefficiency. L1t was up to Ueneral Sheaffe, Brock's Second-
in-Uommand, to take advantages of the local geography. He marched from
bt; George to Jueenston then west to St, Davids to use the easy incline
up the escarpmeﬁt, where, frees trom enemy tire, he formed line and ad-
vanced east on the fAmerican left flank, 'The tide of battle turned in
his favour and the second American invasion of the war ended in failure,
Van Rensselaer was removea from his command and Smyth took over.
He succeedec in concluding a month's armistice with sSheaffe, as equally
immobilizing as that of Prevost. Smyth soon became restless, He gath-~

ered his forces at nlack Rock, where he felt a successtul invasion could

be launéhed against the pritish positions on the upper plain, distant
as they were. from their supply base at tt, George, After a small skir-
Mish attack at Red House and iKrenchman's Creek on 28th November, 1812,
he demanded the ‘immediate surrender of it. Erie “to'Spare the effusion
. of blbod”. After loading his troops in boats to attempt a crossing he
held a couﬁcil-of-war and decided to céncel the whole affair. Confus-
ion reigned in the American forces while Colonel Bishovp kept his small
band.in readiness for an abrupt change in the enemy's plan.

Meantime the third major attemnt at invasion was made on the mont=-
real frontier near Lake St. Francis. Here General Uearborn advanced
within 47 miles of Montreal but, feeling his position untenable, with-
drew to winter his forces at FPlattsburg. Hnad this plan succeeded it
would have cut off the Niagara Frontier, and made turther fighting
there practically unnecesééry. The Frontier could not have maintained

itselt long.
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svents of 18173,

With the close of the year 1812, there was much heart-searching
in the American "War Party®. It had committed the armed forces to tasks
beyond their measure. Along the Letroit frontier the pritish held the
upper hand until 10th september, 1813, when the American Lt. Perry de-
feated the pritish at Put-in-pay on Lake Erie, The significance of this
naval victory becomes evident with the aAmerican land successes to fol-
low. |

the Niagara frontier lay between the two lower Lakes and afforded
the americens the opportunity for combining land and water operations
quite early in the year. Commodore Uhauncey successfully transported
and American Army frém Sacketts Harbour under ueneral vearborn to storm
and burn york, capital of Upper Canada, on 27th April, 1813, and force
ueneral Sheaffe to retreat. Sheaffe was found negligent for failing
to erect proper defences against a water attack and wés replaced by uen-
eral Vincent.

Un 27th May, 1813, the smericans successfully attacked the town
of newark and rt. George by combining military and naval operations.
weneral vincent was forced to retreat to purlington Heights and allow
the Americans to enter the gateway to upper vanada. He was extremely
Wise in retreating this far. Had he attempted to maintain a line any-~
where between purlington neights and the Four mile ureek he could have
been cut orf by lan&ings near the mouths of any of the peninsular
streams entefing Lake Ontario.

Vincent regrouped his forces. They attacked the Americans at
toney Creek on 5th June, 1813, under Colonel Harvey and Major Plender-
leath, +his attack carried all before it and the Americans retreated
in disorganized confusion., The arrival of the British Naval Commander,

Yeo, on the scene added to the confusion as Chauncey's ships weighed
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anchor and fled to the sheltér of rt. Niagara's guns. The British then
advanced east to the Frontier. Practically the entire advance was con-
fired to the scarp-foot nlain which had the only arterial road of the
peninsula., It was important for a fast march, and had easy access to
Ships at several points along its length. |

The British forces marched to the I'welve Mile Creek near the lake-
shore, under Major de Haren and then some of them, under Lt. Fitzgibbon,
moved up the scarp to Beaver Dams. (Fig. 17) Thﬁs they prepared to
attack the Frontier, diverging towards Ft. George and Ft. Erie. ror
the second time in this war, the British had used a re-entrant as an
easy incline up the escarpment. <The Americans marched from rt. George
to Queenston and St. Davids under Colonel Boestler. They were to engage
Fitggibbon and his Indian alligs to keep them from interfering with
movenents along the Queenston-Chippawa Portage. 1t is alleged that
Laura Secord, wife of Lt. James Secord, fore-warned Fitzgibbon of the

l.
American advance, As a result the "battle" of Beaver Dazms went in

favour of the British, As Fitzgibbon described it:
"Not a shot was fired on our side by any but the Indians.

They beat the American detachment into a state of terror, and

the only share I claim is taking advantage of a favourable mom-

ent to offer protection from the tomahawk and scalping knife." 2,

The British pushed on to wueenston and, in the month of July, swept

towards Ft. Erie clearing out the American troops. On the Hth they
raided and destroyed f't. Schlosser and on the 1lth, black Rock met a

Similar fate. On the lower plain the American forces withdrew to the

Newark-tt, George district. By the 24th July practically all American

... 1, W, 8, Wallace - A Story of Laura Secord: A Study in Historical
. Bvidence, 1932,

2. W, Wood - War with the United States = Iorohto, 1915, Chapter V,
p. 116,
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soldiers were cleared out of the surrounding farmsteads. it was during
this period of siege that the bountiful crops of the Niagara region made
it easy to billet not a few soldiers with the settlers.

'the siege lasted until the 10th December, when on the provocation
of the traitorous "Loyalist", Wilcox, General m'Clure burned the town
of newark and evacuated rt. George. All was lost. 'I'he British were
able to occupy rt. George and Butler's Barracks on the 12th December.
Here ColonellMurray, the acting British rrontier Commander, formulated a
bold plan for striking at it. Niagara to avenge the "Crime of Newark",
General prummond, the new British Commander, arrived to give immediate
aporoval to Murray's plans. This plan was carried out on 18th December,
1813 when tt. Niagara fell to British hands without a single shot being
fired. Never again during the course of the war‘was the "Stars and
Stripes" deigned to fly over Ft; Niagarats mighty walls,

Urummond was a strong man, bent on fetaliations for the fate of
Newark., He marched south along the eastern bank of the niagara River,
and by lst. Jamary, 1814, he had razed Lewiston, Ft. Schlosser, Black
Hock and Buffalo. When all lay in smouldering ruins he returned to rt.
George to consolidate his gains.

Yvents of 1814,

Back at the mouth of the Niagara River, Fort Mississaugua was built
on the point out of the ruins of wmewark, It was built so that it was
within range of botﬁ\rt. Niagara and Ft. Georée so that any two could
protect the approaches of the third. ‘rheir position was even stronger
when a mobile arm was attached to them, The battléship, the Royal George,
anchored off the mouth of the river to make a quadrilateral of strength
rendering the area perfectly impregnable to any force the Americans could
bring against it. |

Prummond was then faced with the difficult problem of defending
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the whole of Upper Canada with the Americans rallying in the wniagara
district, controlling Lake Erie and dominating the Detroit district.

He decided to form his main line of defence from purlington Heights,

his right flank, to Kt. Niagara, his left flank. His advance troops were
located near rt. Erie, Chivvawa, Long Point and Moraviantown.

On the other hand, General Brown had been placed in command of the
American forces along the Niagara. He had been charged by the "War
Party" to avenge the smouldering riins of the American towns along the
river. This poliéy clearly marks a’change of official attitude in the
conduct of the war, Both sides were tending towards mutual extermina-
tion. Brown, commanding a force ecual in numbers to that of urummond,
realized he held the advantége if he kept his force as a single striking
body, possessing the full initiative of manoeuvre and attack. He struck
at rt. Erie on 3rd. July, 1814, and carried the fort on the same day.
This attack was successful because of reduced numbers in the British
. garrisan and the Forﬁ Erie beach location, 1t was strategically built
to dominaﬁe the junction of the river and the lake with little regard
to its wvulnerability by land, overlooked as it is by the sandy ridge
beach of an old glacial lake, ‘l'he Americans, benefited by more exper-
ienced leaders, marched to Streets Creeck on the Chippawa River where they
met General Riall, Drummond's Second-in-vommand, on 5th July, 1814,
After an initial B?itish success, prigadiers Ripley and Scott overran -
the British flank aAd won the day, The summer was exceptionally dry
and the low Welland clays had dried out considerably. Brown took ad-
vantage of the weather and crossed the tpper Chippawa to turn Riall;s -
flank, He sent an immediate request to Chauncey to join him in a joint
attack against Urummond's main line of defence. |

“The significance of this inland flank movement is énly realized
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by an appesciation of‘the local geography. +This lowlying depression,
the welland Vale, is noﬂed for its shallow wmarshes resulting from the
combination of its heavy impermeable clays and considerable rainfall.
Had this been a normal year, operations would have been confined more

closely to the banks of the Niapara River,

While waiting for Chauncey's reply, Brown advanced to the escarp-

ment. ‘'nere was no other major barrier, after crossing the Chippawa
River, so he could easily gain control of the whole Huron plain. On

19th July, 1814, uolonel sStone, burned the village of St. Davids on

thg grounds of it being pre-dominantly Tory and that the American mil-
itia mistakenly thought Brigadier Swift had been murdered there the pre-
vious night by a British prisoner,

On the 23rd. July, 1814, Brown received Chauncey's negative reply
and prepared to execute an alternative attack by marching diagonally
across the peninsula. 7This would have been a bold attemot to outflank
Drummond!s forces maintaining a line along what is now King's Highway

No. 8. Lf this attack on Burlington Heights had taken place, and suc=-

ceeded, the British cause in Upper Canada would have been lost. ‘fhe
British troops then trapped in the peninsula would have had to call on
Yeo to evacuate them. but he was then engaging Chauncey,

BroWn mistered his forces at Chippawa the following day. After
starting out on the morning of the 25th July, 1814, he found his ad-
vance troops contactihg the advance units of the Qritish, under Colonel
rearson, south of the present vity of Niagara ralls, Pearson, fearing
he faced the whole american strength, reported the same to riall and
withdrew, His éosition‘was tactically and strategically advantageous.
tie dominated the recessional moraine by Lundy's Lane. To give up, or
ignore this geographical advantage would have shown excevtionally poor

leadership. who dominated this moraine better designated as "Battle
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he
Rise" dominated the surrounding,region and commanded the interior
route to Beaver Dams and ultimately to purlington Heights, Frortunately
for the ﬁritish,yDrummond arrived from Tueenston and ordered Pesarson to
hold Battle Rise and establish his seven field pieces on the crest of
the Rise south of Lundy's Lane, (Fig. 18.)

Shortly after 6 p.m. in the evening Brigadier Scott made a strong
gain on the pritish left flank, where the moraine fades out into flat
lacustrine terraces, but was later driven back. when Brown arrived with
nis s@pporting troops he charged the nise but failed to gain it, rinal-
‘ly the Americans outflanked the British on their right to gain pattle
Rise - but not for long. Back and forth the battle raged over the gun
position of Battle Rise. sritish reinforcements arrived under uolonel
Scott, but after a few hours of intense fighting, with four leaders lying
wounded, a calm settled over the battlefield.

dith the‘withdrawal of the american Forces to Chippawa the pritish
forces, lying prostrate, in sheer exhaustion, claimed the victory. On
the other hand, the Americans, full knowing the damaée they had inflict-
ed on the pritish, also claimed the victory. However, in awarding hon-
ours here, one must consider the tactical and strategic aspects, In
view of the fact that the americans aimed at purlington Heights and that
they:were engaged and prevented from reaching those heights by the
pritish, the strategic victory was certainly British. wnevertheless,

Lhe pritish had dq_gérmined to engage the Americans at Lundy's Lane.
and had defined their line as the crest ofvuattle Rise by piacing their

field pieces here. By losing this tactically advantageous position,

and 1/3 of their numbers, they suffered a tactical defeat. ¥rom this

L. W. Wood - War with the United States, 'loronto 1915, Chapter VI,
». 145, '
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it is interesting to note that nattle Rise, one of the outstanding
geographical features of the region, was, coincidently, 5 major factor .
in determining the British strategical wvictory and the American tactical
success.

teneral Drummond, after re-aligning his forceé, marched to attack
the Americans at Fort Erie on 1l5th, August; 1814, 4he British troops
were thrown back with serious losses., The British lay in waiting out-
side the foft in an ineffective siege with the Americans supreme on
Lake Erie. The American troops broke out o. the 15th September, 1814} -
General Drummond, realizing his army had failed in its attemot and fear-
ing the approach of winter, retired to safer positions at Chippawa.
American morale picked up considerably as they re-advanced to Chippawa
to re-engage Urummonds troops.,

This successful defence of tt. Erie against the British land
attack is based on two essential facts.. American supply lines lay
across the river and at no time during the siege were they threatened.

" Further, during the entire siege the Americans maintained advanced
pickets to engage British patrols.

General Izard had replaced Brown as commander in the field and led
the advance to Chippawa. He proved himself an excellent tactician in
taking advantage of local geography. While advancing north along the
river to meet the Briﬁish he realized the exceptionally dry and pro-
longed summer would.facilitate a crossing at the Lyons Creek and the eclay
flats of the wWelland Vale - at Cook's Mills. ‘This he attempted on 19th
October, 1814. but after a heavy skirmish in which he failed to turn
Ueneral Drummond's right‘flank, he retired defeated. |

Meanwhile Brown started to evacua£§ his forces from rort Erie to
buffalo. By 5th. November, 1814, he had compleped the evacuation of

American personnel and blew up the fort on retiring to his winter
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ouarters, This marked the end of the war on the niagara Frontier with
all of Canada intact and rt. Niagara in British hands,

Naval Power on the Great Lakes.

Farly in the war both sides realized the vital need for maval
supremacy on the Great Lakes to support army movements, Actions opened
on Laké Erie when prock captured Letroit together with the brig "Detroit'.
This brig, along with the Caledonia, was attacked by Commander rlliob
_ iYing off ¥t. Erie in early October. The bold attack succeeded and one
ship was captured. <The balance of the year was little more than a
stalemate.

Operations of 1813 opened on Lake Ontario with Chauncey supporting
the United States' drmy storming York in April and rort George in May.
The strategy underlying the sack of York was sound., 1t was the estaﬁ-
lishment of a beach-head on vundas Street, cuttiﬁg Upper Canada in two,
. However, it was necessary to capture the peninsula and link up with
this beach-head to become effective, American vommanders thus tacti-
cally were untimely., Had they attacked and taken rt. George, key to
the Ontario plain, and then immediately struck at York, they could have
overrun the whole of Upper Canada. fThe partial success of the American
invasion of the peninsuia allowed Perry to get his five vessels out of
the Uprer Niagara River into Lake Erie, He established a base at krie
and built several ships.,

Back on Lake Ontario,. 5ir James Yeo and General Prevost attacked
Sackettt!s Harbour on 27th May. This raid was primarily of nuisance
value. they struck at the American naval stores in an attempt to stem
American ship building and thus undermine Chauncey's future operations.
Prevost's inability to co-ordinate the military and naval forces caused
the mission to end in failure. Yeo later aided the army at Stoney Creek

in June by driving Chauncey's fleet away, thus cutting off the water re-
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treat of the #4merican zorces. He gained some minor successes agzinst
- Chauncey in August and September. However, later in the ‘month vhauncey
engaged and defeated ieo in York harbour. Yeo was forced to run to
surlington pay to save his fleet from annihilation. by fleeing from
the half-open York harbour to the completely closed Burlington Bay Yeo
took advantage of the local geography. He used the low level sand bar
stretching across burlié%on Bay, except for a small channe} easily cover—
ed by hié gﬁns; to gain a defence in depth and dispersion. ‘lhe year
ended on Lake Ontario with the samericans holding the upper hand.
veanwhile on Lake Erie, Perry sailed to engage Captain Barclay at
Puz-in-Bay, on 10th September, 181.3. The Americans mustered nine ships,
carrying 54 guns and 532 men, capable of delivering a broadsige ofv936
pounds.' On the other hand, the pritish had six ships, carrying 63 guns
and 440 men, capable of delivering a broadside of only 459 pounds. irhe
dmericans carried the day and by so doing gained the decisive victory of
Lake Erie. fhis British cdeleat was reflected in the strategy of the
| southwestern frontier. Had the British maintained‘their advanced posi-
tion towards the west, they would have exposed a vulnerable left flank tp
the s“mericans who dominated Lake Erie and would have run the riék of
being outflanked. +ihey withdrew to maintain a line along the east bank
~ of the rhames River, near soraviantown. #hile the American control of
Lake Erie threatened little more than ¥t. Erie on the niagara rrontier,
it effectively cohéentrated pritish troops into a smaller area, facilit=~
ating closer support in the event of an invasion,
major opefations of the next year took place on Lake Ontario. poth

Yeo and Chauncey launched extensive ship-building programmes. They

5. 4. 0. Curwood - The Great Lakes - .P,Putnam's Sons, n.Y. and
London, 1909, rart II, Chapter 1II, p. 205,
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finally tloated eight ships each, but the americans held the greater
tonnage, mumber of guns and men. <rortunately, Yeo got afloat first and
on 5th may, 1814, successfully attacked Uswego. uUswego was to the
Americans what York was to the pritish., By successfully carrying this
beach-head and linking up with land forces travelling east on the ridge
road they could have driven a wedge through the Albany thence through
the Mohawk-Hudson Gep to split the Republic in two,

Ieé then blockaded Séckett's Harbour from 19th May to 6th June,
1814, By early July, Chauncey had set sail and was prepared to engage
Yeo's fleet, However, the balance of the war was confined almost com-
pletely to “chase and run tactics" with no decisive actions taking place.
vuring this period, the American Captain Sinclair carried the war to
Lake Huron but its influence was not far-reaching.

The Treaty of Ghent, 'signed 24th bDecember, 1814, virtually endec
the war all along the Canadian Frontier., The "War Party" had been
induced to seek peace by the "Hartford Gonvention" who threatened
secession., 'he terms of the Treaty highly favoured the Americans who
regained all of their original land and sea forts held by the pritish,
In Gonclusion.

It can be seen that many of the major battles of the iiar were
fought along the Niagara Frontier, Indeed, over half of the battles of
the war were fought along this frontier, inclnding the majority of the
American successes. ™ Many of the individual battles were . intimately re-
lated to the geography of the region, while tactical and strategic suc=- |
cesses wege usually gained by those commanders making the most use of
terrain and weather conditions,

In analysing the niagara trontier it is revealing to see how influen-
fial geography has been both in the conduct of the campaigns and indiv-

idual battles. ror instance the reography of river crossings was prob-



ably the greatest single factor influencing the american invasions and
retreats., lhe first invasion at Nueenston was at the narrowest point of
the navigable portion of the lower river, 'I'he Gorpe, on the other hand,
acted as a complete barrier to all forces concérned.

the geography of the frontier's hinterland actually dictated the
defence pattern to be followed by both sides, The fact that no barrier
along the iohawk Road ley between the Niapara River and Burlington
Heignts, geographical centre of Upper GCanada, forced the ﬁriﬁish to
maintain a line of defence along the west bank of the river, while the
Americans defended the eastbank. This is shown by the manner in which
. the Americans exploited their successful rupture of this line by advanc-
ing to Hamilton in 1813. However, the geography of the immediate hint-
erland greatly influenced operations like those of Chippawa, Lundy's
Lane ana Qﬁeenston.

It 1s interesting to note not only the influence of geography on -
the strategy éf the war but on the tactics of many of the battles, The
Battle of Queenston Heights raged over the dominance of the niagara
escarpment along the Portage Road, It was won, as the "Battle" of
Beaver Dams by using a re-entrant as an easy incline up the escarpment.
The geography of Stoney Creek léd the “mericans to feel a false sense
of security on the opposite bank of a 20 foot gully; where they pre-
pared no defence against a sufprisé attack, the reason for their defeat.
The Battle of Lundy*s Lane raged about a recessional moraine, remnant of
a glacier. Operations on'the Welland Vale were controlled by the mar-
shes resulting from the weather and the impermeable clays, remnant of a
glacial lake, it. George was captured initially By attacks from the
rear made possible by the existence of the One Mile Creek, while rt.
Erie stood some 20 feet below a sandy beach, remnant of Greater Lake

Erie, ‘1hus the war along the Niagara Frontier can be truly considered



a war of practical geozraphy.
Yet in over-all military significance Niagara was second to Montreal:

"The smerican militarists feiled to analyse straterically
the frontier and thereby passed up the omnmortunity of early victory.
''hey overlooked the wvulnerability of Canada's water link supnly
line at Montreal which connected Upper and Lower Canada via the
Great Lzkes: by capturing this point early in the war they would
have succeeced in splitting Canada in half, over-running Upper
Canada and concentrating their forces against Lower Canada, +‘hat
the British, on the other hand, were aware of this possibility is
shown in the immediate post-war years, when they spent 1,000,000
pounds (sterling) to build the Ottawa-Rideau canal, a less vulner-
able route to Upper Canada." 6,

While neither Great Britain nor the United States can look back
on the war of 1812 with'mudh pride, Canada can justly claim it as the
“Canadian War of Independence'', Her people rose in the time of great-
est need to aid the British‘Regulars in defence of that which Canadians
held most dear - the right to choose their own affiliations - the right A
to remain free from American domination while enjoying the pleasure of

the British Crown,

6. G.A.Bevan - "Canada, A Power Vacuum of World Politics" - Dal-
housie Review, Vol XXVII, No. 2, Halifax, N,S.,, July, 1947, p. 199.
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CHAPTER VITI.

The Patriots of '37.

dith the close of the iar of 13812-15 patriotism was high along the
niagara Frontier. ©o much so that the attack on the governing class,
led by robert Gourlay, an eccentric Scottish land-agent, in.l817, died
& sudden death when, after a trial of sérts, he was banished from the
province of Upper Canada,

The next decade along the niagara river was one of economic import-—
ance and far-reaching military significance. It was the great canal-
building decade in which the srie Canal (1825) was built to link wnew
York and puffalo, via the rnudson-Mohawk river system, Later in the
same decade the welland Canal (1829} was completed to provide & water-
route from Lake Brie to Lake Ontario around the ralls of Niagara. As a
result of overcoming difficultiés of transport by these canals, wmiagara
grew in economic importance. However, strategically this new develop-
ment made the Niagara region more vital than ever. fortunately for
J%nglo-America no serious clash resulted and the military importance of
the canals appeared to dwindle,

Meanwhile, great political changes were proposed by the reform
element of the popﬁiation in the Lanadas. In Upper tanada, men gath-
ered under leaders such as ur. Rolph, Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Bidwell and mr.
¥m, Lyon Mackenzie. They were initially éonstitutional Reformers seek-
ing to eliminate the political, social and economic mal-administration
of the ramily Compact. However, the course of events led them to armed

rebellion in York in December, 1837.

78.
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in so far as the Hebellion broke outside of the NiagaravFrontier,
the main course is outside our present field of study. Nevertheless,
its bitter end is of significance as its leader, Mackenzie, crossed the
Niagara Frontier to escape to the United States, there to orpanize a
Provisional Government for‘UpDer Canada and to muster the Patriot Army.

Prior to the arrival of Mackenzie on the Niagara Frontier, only one
event of 1837 is worth& of note from a military point of view. “This was
a serious riot in the town of Niapara., It occurred primarily because of
the unstatesmanlike action of the Lt.vGovernor of Upper Canada, Sir
Francis Bond head, in interpreting the letter rather than the soirit of*
the law. Slaves escaping from their owners®in the southern states, had
been accustomed to finding asylum in nger Canada. A colony of nearly
five hundred such negroes congregated in Niagara. The Lt, Governor
sought to extradite one of their number, Mosby by name, to the govern-
ment of the United States on an alledged charge of horse-thieving. <The
negro population; encouraged by the local whites, rose to defend Moseby
and by so doing effected his release. ''he government acceptance of this,
the will of the people, re-affirmed, for all time, the Canadian stand
against slavery.l.

‘I'hat these eoloured people as a group were not given to thwarting -
the laws of their adopted land is vindicated by the number of them thaﬁ
voluntarily enlistg@ in the militia to serve ;n the rebellion of the
same year along thexmiagara Frontier.

Many writers have attributed the failure of the rebellion to the

character of the Loyalists who suppressed it. 1hey have neglected

T

1. m Kirby ~ Annals of Niagara - Lundy's Lane Historical Society,
1896, Chapter 33., p. 231. :
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entirely the climatic factor enéolved. 'The unusually mild winter hélp—
ed the steamer PTrénsit", on the 7th December, 1837, to cross Lake Ont-
ario from York to Niagara iong after the usual closing of navigstion,
It picked up a large number of Militiamen, mostly veterans of the war
1812-15, and ouickly transported them to York where they spear-headed
the successful attack on the Rebels at Gallows Hill.
| Mackenzie made his escape towards the niagara Frontier, hiding by
day and travelling by night. After several narrow escapes, he reached
Buffalo where he organized his Provisional wovernment. né raised funds
by selling bonds in the name of his new government. ‘'he ranks of his
Patriot Army were soon swelled by the discontents of Buffalo and New
York State. After securing arms from the town armoury, he armed his
followérs'and seized the steamer (aroline. Along with the Americans,‘
Sutherlend and van Rensselaer, the Patriots occupied Navy Island, on
13th LUecember, 1837. (ﬁig. 19)

Navy Islznd, which was Cansdian territory, according to the Treaty
of Ghent, was declared the headquarters of the new provisional uovern-
ment, Here, ground 500-600 armed men, mostly British, gathered between
15th and 31lst December, 1837. Van Rensselaer was responsible for the mi~
litary plans for the invasion. ‘his show of strength on the vart of the
febels greatly alarmed the government of Upper Canada. ‘they immediate~
ly sent Colonel MacNab of Hamilton to lead the militia against the
insurrcents., HRe ordered his artillery and mortars to bombard the island.
However, little damage was done to Mackenzie's band., AacNab decided to
isolate the Hebels on the island by destroying their means of communi-
cation with the mainland. ‘He.sent Lt. Drew, R.N,, with & body of men
on a nocturnal mission to fire the Garoline docked at Schlosser. ‘this

. . ]
mission was accomplished with a high degree of success on 29th Uecember,
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1837.

Many have debated the legality of this invasion of American terri-
tory and the afront on her sovereignty in a time of veace. Along with .
the McLéod Affair, which stemea from this Caroline Case, the indigﬂa-
tion it caused almost precipitated a war. However, pritain repaid the
losses of america, while America acquited McLeod of a murder charge to
save a rupture between the two nations. 1n Canada, however, both Mac-
Nab and Drew were presented with swords by the Assembly and mactab was
knighted.2.

| After the turn of the year, Mackenzie was arrested near puffalo
under a breach of the Neutrality Act, Realizing the venture had failed,
ven Renéselaer evacuated Navy Island on 13th Jamuary, 1838 and ueneral
Scott recovered the arms stolen from the bBuffalo arsensal.

with the knowledge, but not the support of Mackenzie the Canadian
Refugee Helief Association was formed. It was an association, '‘by
means of which their sufferings might be mitigated, and a redress of
grievances obtained¥, and, "to adopt such other measures as, in their
discretion, may best conduce to their welfare’. ‘It is believed that
they were intimately associated with the Hunter's Lodges and Sympathizers
later to raise havoc along the frontier from Windsor to Kingston. These
raids were carried on almost entirely by “merican nationals eager for
vanadian independence.\

in June, 1833, another attemnt at invading Uanadé was made along

the niagara Frontier, The Hunters crossed the Niagara River and struack

2. 4,B. Corey - The Crisis of 1830-42 in Canadian-American Relations
- Hyerson Press - 1941, Chapter 3, p. 37.
3. U. Lindsey - makers of Canada - Wm. Lyon Mackenzie. Morang and:
Co. Ltd,, Yloronto, 1909, GChapter XIV, p. 434.
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inland to establish their headouerters in the tamarac swamp of the Chip-
pawa district. KHere the forest was dense enough to conceal their every
mo&ement. Moreau, their leader made his way to the oshort Hills (Font-
hill Kame) where his men engaged the @ueen; Lancers from York at Ostef-
hout's Tavern. 'I'he Rebels had expected aid from wWestern New York butl

it failed to come and their Short Hills' mission ended in i‘ailure.lh

it is interesting to note that somé remarkable degree of military
organization and knowledge had been gained by Moreau's Band. Their .
strategy of geining and dominating the easily defended kame of the
Short Hills is essentially sound, 'the enterprise failed solely because
their fellow-travellers in New York did not strike to support the bund
of rebecls estaeblished on the Hills,

On 12th warch, 1839, Mackenzie ﬂook an active part in forming the
association of Canadian Refugees at Hochester. Lt was aimed at prevent-
ing further premature attempts to obtain Canadian independence. Here,
hackenzie made his firsé open stand against his American Sympathizers.
He resolved that the impetus for Canadian independence must come from
resident Canadian nati&nals. However, as an organization it was no more
effective than those previously constituted.

The Rebels were guilty of one other act along this frontier. in
Harch, 1840, the rebel, Lett, crossed the niagara River at'Queenston.

He scaled the heights; with a party of men, to placé gunpowder in the
momument erected to Ueneral Brock. The explosion resulting damaged it
beyond Tepairf This act wasrsimply the last sting of the rebel cause

before the movement ended.

4. #. Cruikshank - Ontario Historical vociety - Papers and records,
vol. VIII, "The insurrection in the Short Hills in 1838+ pp. 5 - 23.
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‘the entire rebel movement seemed to aie avnatural death after
Mackenzie published the following statement in his uGazette on-23rd.
December, 1840.

"Over three year's residence in the United States, and a
closer observation of the condition of society here, have les-
sened my regrets at the results of the opposition raised to
sngland in Canada in 1837-38, [ have beheld the american peonle
eive their dearest and most valued rights into the keening of
the worst enemies of free institutions: L have seen monopoly and
slavery triumch at their vopular elections, and have witnessed
with pain 'the bitter fruits of that speculative snirit of enter-
rrise to which', as President van Buren says in his late excel-
lent message, his 'countrymen are so liable, and uvon which the
lessons of experience are so unavailing's; and although the
leaders of parties here may not say so to their followers, yet
the conviction grows daily stronger in my mind that your brethren
of this union are rapidly hastening towards a state of society
in which rresident, sSenate, and House of hepresentatives will
fulfill the duties of King, Lords and vommons, and the power
ot the community pass from the democracy of numbers into the
hands of an aristocracy, not of noble ancestry and ancient line-
age, but of moneyed monopolists, land-jobbers and heartless
politicians.¥ 5. ' ’

It can be seen that the wiagara rFrontier was fast losing importance
as a military frontier. 4t had evolved to that state of civilian hosti-
lity which usually follows armed conflict, 4its strategic importance ley
in £he fact thaﬁ armed rebellion emphasized the proximity of a foreign
power @o rork, capital of Upper vanada., ‘This strategic valoe did not
eease with the last of the rebel movement, L(ndeed, while the geograph-
ical élignment of the rrontier was nN/S, the nebellion stressed the /W
contacts, politigally, socially and economically between the United

.
States and Upper yanada,

5. C. Lindsey ~ Makers of .Canada - ¥m. Lyon Mackenzie, Morang and
Co. Ltd., Toronto, 1909, Chapter XIV, p. 434.



The Fenians of '66.

ihile the majority of the veopnle of Cznada rose to suppress the
Patriots of '37 it is not to be assumed that ail were content with the
nolitical system as it was, Indeed, theyv were more bent than ever on
self~-government. but they were determined to obtain it by vonstitution-
al keform. The Durham Report was followed by the Act of Union, 1840.
The free trade policy of Qritain in 1846 had its réﬁercussions in
Niagara as throughout the resi of the province, However, the Recipf
rocity‘rreaty; 1854, with the United Stétes, slightly compensated for
this. |

Meanwhile military activity was at a low ebb along the frontier.

In 18A5 the Royal Canadian Rifles was embodied with its headquarters
at Niagara under Colonel Elliot., It served along the frontier until
1858, when it was disbahded.

Canada took its first real step in the self-direction of its de-
fences during the Crimean War, when there was a grand scale withdrawal
of British Regulars from the Colony. With the total of Imverial troops
standing at 3000 the orovince voted, in 1855, some 25,000 pounds sterl-
ing annually to maiaﬁain a volunteer force of 5000 men. ‘this force was
the initial stage of the Non-Permanent Active Militia of Canada, of a
later period. In 1855, the 100th Hoyal Canadian Regiment was enlisted
for Urinmecan service.‘ A company of this regiment came from nNiagora,
dhile the regiment never'did reach the Crimea, its personnel saw ser-

vice in #ngland and Gibraltar.
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The Indian Mutiny put another drain on British Regulars in Canada.
Many of the new (Canadian volunteer regiments otffered their services to
renlace Immerial trooos either in Canads or on the Indian rFront. The
- British, however, refused the offer.

The next major efent having a bearing on Canzdian Military history
is that of the “merican Civil War. C.P.Stacey sums up its influence
by saying, '"The fierce heat which it generated played a major part iﬁ
welding the diverse elements of British aAmerica into a vominion and a .
' nation."l.

The csuses of the Civil war, 1860-65, are well known. Lihat the
UPrent Affairt almost involved Great Britain is aléo well known. tHow-
ever, the impetus that a sudden threat of war, beﬁween Canada and the
United States, gave to the Canadian militia, is an important "factor
of nistory seldom discussed. The Canadian attitude was, that if the
Irent Affair went unatoned it would lead to war. In Niagara a volunt-
eer company uncder Captain Powell was formed in anticipation of seeing
active service against the Northern States, ihe river‘bank had been:
Surveyed and places marked for batteries before news was received of
America's surrender of the political prisoners in cquestion, Mason and
Slidell;z.ﬂowever, a force of 11,000 Imperial troops was ordered to the
colony. As the war dragged on, the Canadian people saw the develop-
ing'strength of the Union Army. "ne New York press threatened that some
day the Union Army would march victoriausly through Canada. This

caused a substantial increase in the Volunteer Yforce and, had there been

a war, a conscription Bill would have undoubtedly been passed.

L. C.P.Stacey - Canada and the British Army, 184,6-71, Imperial
Studies, no. 2, Longman's Green and Co. 1936, Chanter vI, ». 117.

2. 1. Kirby, annals of Niagera - Lundy's Lane % Hist.Soc. 1896, Chap~
ter XXXIV, p. 247. ’ :
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rollowing the cessation of hostilities in the United States, groups
of disbanded soldiers plasued the country demanding subsistence from
thé people. issentially, They had an antinathy for all things British
after Britain had shown favouritism towards the ©outh, lhese discontents
were given amble opnortunity to express this hatred through the newly-
founded renian Society. rhis society, organized to spearhead the re-~
bellion of ireland against tireat Britain, split into two camps., One
headed by 6'Mahony, advocated revalution in lreland, while the other
headed by ﬁoberts and Sweeny, advocated a strike at Britain by invading

and conouering Canada,

It was mainly the fear of this latter group which ceused so much

excitement in Canada. However,

"geography had much to do with the alarm felt in Canada.
The province was in eftect one long frontier. 'T'he land border
of Quebec's KEastern Townships and the river frontages of the St.
Lawrence, the Niagara and the St. Clair seemed especially expos-
ed and the towns on the Great Lakes, and even on Georgian Bay,
suffered from periodical scares. (anadian newspapers agreed
that the renians were not capable of major operations, but that
maraucding raids were probable, and there were few communities
in Canada that found it difficult to imagine themselves objec-
tives of such enterprise.* 3.

Fenian movements had been reported south of the border and Canad-
ian officials were prone to believe that the first attack would. come on
St. Patrick's Day, 17th March, 1866, However, the day came and passed
with n- attemot at invasion, “he Canadian people assumed a more nat-
urel daily life. But, by the end of May, anxiety begen to erow in
official circles, Inhabitants of the Niagara Frontier were unfortun-—
ately unaware. of the iFenians gathering in Buffalo under the battle-

hardened General O'Neil. The choice of the Niagara Frontier as a

3. C.P.Stacey -~ Canadian Historical Review, No. 3, Sept. 1931,
tfenianism and the Rise of National Feeling in Canada and the time of
Confederation’. p. 240.


http:conoueri.ng

g8,

field of operations is probably explained by two reasons. ‘Ihe first
would undoubtedly be one of geographic and historic momentum. Niagarév
had been 2 major frontier in the lives of the fathers of these present
raiders. ‘rhét they should tend to follow in their fatners' footsteps
does not seem unnatural. ‘'he second reason 'ies in the fact that nia-
gara presented one of the easiest vhysical means of access to Canada,
The Fenians.honed it would also prove the easiest human means of access
through a disaffected pgpulation.

The first wave of renians, 1300 strong, crossed the river to land
at rt, Erie at 3.30 a.m. on lst., June, 1866. [hey demanded food from
the inhabitants and, after cutting the telegraph and railway lines,
marched to Frenchman's Creek where they encamped. 'They expected rein-
rorcements by dusk, full-knowing that 10,000 of their number were wait-
ing in buffaio. However, their numbers stood at 2000 by 10 p.m. when
O'Neil held a Council-of-war. His scouts had informed him of Canadian
troops occupying positions at Chippawa and Pt. Colborne. He decided on
prompt action and after disposing of excess arms, etc. marched to en-
gage the Canadians,

Meanwhile'the Uanadian government had calied some 20,000 militia-
men to arms. +they had placed the strategy of defence in the hands of
Ueneral Napier. He conceived a plan for the niagara Frontier which
envisaged a concentgation of forces at Pt Colborne under Lt.’Colonel
Booker, and at St. Catharines under Col. Peacocke. The latter was to
act as comnander. These officers had telegraph, road,rail and canal
communication between their headquarters and were initially charged
with the defence of this, a strategic commnication route iﬁ Canada.

The immediste task facing Peacocke was to organise a plan to engage

the Fenians somewhere between the welland Canal and t'.e Niagara Xiver,
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a strip of land an average of some 13 miles wide. He decided to advance
to Chippawa, spend the nipght, and then move south towaras Stevenville and
Rideeway. Here he would link uo with pooker's forées for a concerted
attack on the enemy believed to be camping at the mouth of Frenchman's
Creek, Peacocke's plan was to confine O'Neil to that area between the
#elland Canzl and the Niarara River, and between inhe Chippawa Creek and
the north shore of Lake Erie. He then proposed to advance to Erench-
man's Creek to engage the enemy with his left flank protected by the
Niagara River and his rigﬁt flank by the marshes of Bertie Township.,
Booker, on the other side, was £o advance on the enemy with his left
flank protected by the bog and his right by the Onondaga scarp. Peacocke
sent a dispatch to pooker with Captain Akers. OSome insubordination
followe@ on the part of akers and Lt. Col, Dennis who made use of an-
available boat, the'w.T. Robb", to exccute a movement. on their own,
Booker, however, carried out his orders to move to link up with Peacocke.
The latter, through gross inefficiency, left his camp two hours late and
took the round-a-bout way by the river road to reach his destination,
This rendered him some L4-5 hours late at his rendez-vous. pooker, ad-
Vancing steadily, encountered the advance pickets of the enemy. rhis
rendered the proposed plan impossible.

The Battle of Hidgeway, 2nd, June, 1866,

General U'Neil being an officer hibhly skilled in tactics, heard
of Booker's advance\from his scouté. rHe immediately deployed his troops
to make the most of his advantageous positioh. Setting up his head-
guarters on the Unondaga escarpment, standing some 35 feet abow the

Surrounding terrain, he commanded the area. 'lndeed, he occupied the

single strategic height between Port Colborne and rt. Erie. (Fig 20)

A1l went well with the Canadians advancing from the south, until a
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false report of "Cavalry." On hearing this the Canadians formed "Square
for Cavalry". The enemy, seizing the adventage poured volley after

volley into the snuare. pooker's order to "Reform Column" went unheed-

-

ed, as his troovs wavered under the heavy enemy fire. ‘The buglers sound-~

ed retreat and all was lost for the vanadians. The Fenians chased them
L.

south to Ridgeway and then swung east to re-group at rt. Erie.

‘‘ne pattle of rort srie, 2nd June, 1866,

Meanwhile, Lt. Col. Dennis had cruised the shore from rt. Erie to
Chippawa and had made several successful raids on small parties of ren-
iens with his band‘of 100 men, He decided to. leave Captain King in
- charge of the prisoners at rt., Erie whide he and Captain Akers went to
Port Colborne for further orders. King, hearing £he news of the approa-
ching Fehians, refused to be forced into such an unwise situstion. The
delay resulting from this insubordination was just long enoﬁgh to vrove
to Lennis the fallacy of his plan., After firing several volleys into
the advancing renians, Dennis ordered his troops to retreat and disap-
vear as fast as they could. The ouestionable conduct of Vennis was
partially atoned by the gallant stand of a bedy of men under Captain
King. However, their dock nosition was finally outflanked and they
were taken pfisoners. (Fig. 21) |

The Fenains made camp that night in Ft, Erie and posted a guard on
the high ground wes? of the town. Uuring the night they attempted to
re-cross the Niagar;\River but were arrested by the American gun-boat

5. '

"Michigan" for a breach of the Neutrality Laws,

1t is interesting to note in this affair the influence of the swamp

k. J& Macdonald - troublous Iimes in Canada - W,S. Johnston and Co,
Toronto, 1910, Part I, Chapter VI, pp 46-52,
5. J.A. Macdonald - as (4) above, Chapter vi, pp. 46-52,
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areas on the conduct of thecamnaipn. ‘Lhe great temarac swemops were
widely used b the civilian pooulation both to hide themselves and their
cattle during these momentus few days. 6'On the other hand, the swamps
were a diéadvantage to military operations, Colonel Booker was forced
to prdceed east to ridgeway than north to join Peacocke rather thaén
undertake a more direct cross-country route, It is ditftficult, however,
to estimate if a cross-country manoeuvre would have beer any more suc-
cessful than the railway line approach thap was undertaken,

iirby, writing in his Annals of Niagara, seems to feel that Major
Le Caron, a pritish spy, serving as an officer in the renian Army, was
instrumental in precivitating General O'Neil's premature invasion and

thus his ultimate defeat,

Meanwhile, Fenian preparations for an invasion were being under-
taken at Lewiston where some 600 men awaited a boat to cross to Queens-
ton. The boat did not arrive until the 4th June, 1866, by which time
the renians had dispersed. The following day several Fenians at Youngs-
town near ¥t., Niagara, opened fire on the town of'Niagara with rifles,
The disturbance soon ended and the renian Menace died away.7'

oome éonsiderable amount of military activity took place along
other Uénadian frontiers following the Niagara campaign. However, it
was not until 1870 that the Fenians again threatened.thevdistrict of
Niagara. On 24th M5y1\1870, the Militia was again called out and Lt.

Col. Currie was given command along the Niagara Frontier. He had some

93 officers, 966 meﬁ, 147 horses and 4 guns under his command. His

6. W. Kirby - annals.of Nizgara - Lumdy's Lane Historical Society,
1896, Chapter XXXV, p., 253.

7. . Kirby - as (6) above, Chapter, p. 256.
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defence was simple but com~lete. JInfantry regiments, supported by art-
illery, puarded the welland Canal, while Cavalry Repgiments patrolled .

the bamks of the Niapgara River. bridges were cuarded by comnanies of

8,
infantry. In view of these preparations the renians did not venture an
atteack,
1n Conelusion,

The Canadian people had once again stood up to face the invasion of
their territory. 1ln a moment's notice they sprang to arms to defend
their existing institutions and their independence. nevertheless, this
last threat of foreign ﬁohination had proved beyond a doubt their need
for an active participation in the guestion of defence., 1t had further
gone to show that defence problems were essentially natiohal problems,
shaped by geography. ''he guestion must surely have influencgd those
Stalwart Canadians who were charged with the responsibility of making
LUonfederation a success. At Niagara the military frontier finally gave
wWay to ever-~expanding lines of contact which, inspite of certain tariff
restrictions, led to a high degree of economic integration of the

rfrontier Zone.

8, J.A, Macdonald -~ ‘I'roublous ''imes in Canada -~ W,S. Johnson and
o, Toronto, 1910, Part II, Chapter Vv, p. 174.
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PART III,

An Outline of Canadats Defence Problems,




CHAPTER X.

From Colonial to national Detence.

Niagara had ceased to be a military frontier. ''he whole problem
of Ganadian detence had grown. ‘The concept of defence chanred from that
of isolated frontiers of an old dolony, to that of overall deferice of a
young ration. ‘thus, Confederation clearly marks both the decline of
important activity at niagara and the opening of a veriod of transition.
A brief survey of the history of Canadian Defence measures will hein to
place niagara's numan history in its proper place, both in consideraticn
of the past and the future.

Canadian military history can conceniently divided into four
ﬁQMMpamwf.

| Colonial Period - up to”1867
Transitional Period - 1867-1918
national Period - 1918-1945
"International Period - 1945 to date.
The first three of these periods will outlined briefly in this chap-

ter, while the last will be dealt with in the last chapter.

‘Ine Colonial Period - up to 1867.

At a glance it can be seen that pracfically the whole of Niagara‘s
history can be treated within this period. It has its origin in the

Indian wars and is traceable through indian and White san struggles to

1. u.A, Bevan - Lalhousie Heview, vol XXVII, No.2, vuly, 1947,
“Canada, A Power Vacuum ot “orld Politiecs", p. 199-203.
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Contfederation., mssentially a story of the frontier, one can readily
observe its beginnings, its peak and its decline. That story opened
with the first settlers on the east coast who gradually advanced west-
ward, ever marking the extent of civilization. However, in the course
of th%iwestward advance, human factors were balanced by geographical
ones. rrontiers like the St. Lawrence, the Niagara and the St., Clair
rivers arose, (anada had become British, while the Republic to the
south had developed its own way of life. ‘he clashes which followed
decided really nothing batween britain and the United States. However,
they gave birth to forces in Canada which culminated in the birth of a
new nationality. |

these forces were quite slow in their development. <this is partic-
ularly evident in the ocuestion of self-defence. ¢anada, the colony,
was defended primarily by sritish Regulars, some of whom were recruited
in (anada. Training, arms, food, clothing, etc., were supplied by the
pritish government., ‘Lhe pecﬁliar contribution of Canada waé the
bravery and nabriotism of volunteer musters. ‘they rallied to the vall-

to-arms in troublous timés. Lhey accepted the “Universal Service pilli;

they over subscribed the rolls of the new “"Volunteer Force"; but they
consistently refused to accept the financial responsibility of defence

either in peace or war, Such was the situation on the eve of Lonfeder-

ation,

I'ne Transitional Period -~ 1867-1913,

Railways carried the nation westward to bind together the diverse
elements of Canada. YThe events of these years greatly increased the
vuinerability of the Dominion but Cardwell and uladstone stood firm on
matters of retrenchment‘in colonial military expenditures, especially

those in Canada. British Hegulars were withdrawn, even in the tace of

96.
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the Red River Rebellion, 1870, and the last of renian aggression, 1870.
On the 1lth november, 1871, the last Hegular battalion sailea from
Quebec?. |

*ith the single excention of the orgznization ot batteries of art-
illery at giebec and xingston, the vominion government seemed content to
tely enpirely on its new volunteer Eorce and its old, sedentary militia.
These, however, were not fit to take the tield as an army, since they
haa a preponderance of infantry and a conspicuous absence of services.

Trouble in the west was so disturbing that the government organized,
in 1873, the semi-civilian, semi-military, north hWest mounted Police.
1his small body of men performed the remarkable task ot keeping the
peace in the great era of westward expan;ion, broken only b y the North-
fest Hebellion, 1885, 4ihis incident necessitatea the calling out of
6,000 men of the active Militia (Volunteers) under the leadership of
men like ueneral Strange, Major-General' hiiddleton, and tolonel Uttef.

By 1874 the sfioyal Military vollege at Kingston was founded to train
future officers ot the vanazdian Army along the lines of vrotessional
soldiery. uradustes of this collere supplied many oificers for the
Active Militia as well as some for the imperial army. A decade later
the Dominion srsenal was erected at wuebec, 1882, and instructional .
units for infantry and vavalry were formed in'1883—8h.‘ pefence nmeas~
ures were unimpressive until 1895 when the United States championed the
cause of venezusla against British Guiana. War loomed on Canada's south-

ern horizon as the government spent some two million dollars on modern

arms. "This was the last Anglo-American crisis which occasioned import-

2, ¢,P, Stacey - Military problems of Canada - Ryerson Press -
Toronto, 1940, Chapter II, o». 62,
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3.

ant military preparatlons in Canada."

The advent of the South African War, 1899-1902, marks another
change in Canadian cfence policies. 8ir W. Laurier was Prime Minister
at the time and, while acknowledging that when Britain was at war, van-
ada‘was at war, he maintained that the extent of Canada's participation
in the war was a matter for the Canadian government to decide. After
obtaining government approval, some 8000 troops were committeq, a
quarter of which reached the front as official representatiyes of the
Canadién government. Even here, however, these troops were supported
financially by the British government while at the front.

Laurier's policy of exerting Uahada's mational sovereignty in Im-~
perial matterslis reflected again in 1905 when, after a ruarrel with
the Canadian government, Lord bundonald resigned as gritish Commander-
in-Chief of the Canadian forces. He was replaced by a Canadian Cabinet
tinister and aﬁ Army Advisory Council. ‘this same event reflects Laur-
ier's faith in the Monroe Doctrine. He strongly belived that the uUni-
ted States would be forced to protect Canada in sheer self-defence be-
fore it would be neceésary to call out the Active Militia. Later in
the saﬁe decade Laurier's government witnessed the withdrawal of the
British naval forces at Halifax, 1910, and Esquimalt, 1911. The Na§a1
Service Act was passed to estalbish the beginnings of the new Canadian
Navy with bases at ﬂéiiféx and Esouimalt and a Naval College at the form-
er. ith the defeat of the Liberal government, Sir Robert porden dir-

ected the incoming government and practically negated his predecessor's

Naval wolicy.

C.P. Stacey-- Military Problems.of Canada - Ryerson Press - Toronto,
1940, Chapter II, p. 65. '
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On the eve of the First World War, Canada had some 3000 in her
Permenent army and some 60,060 in her Reserve Army, Rather than send
the militia overseas, it was decided to recruit a Canadian Expeditionary
Force through the medinm of the Militia units. In all, some four div-
isions were recruited; 2/3rds of those recruited saw overseas service
while 10 per cent of the total enlistments were killed, <the First Cana-
dian Corps was formed under Sir Julian Byng but eventually came under
command of the Canadian, Sir Arthur vurris.

The period of transition was over, tanadian troops were fighﬁing
not oﬁly in the defence of Canada but in the defence of the Empire and all
it stood for. Such was the position assumed by Canada at the Imperial
War Conference, 1917, as voiced 5y >ir Robert sorden.

" - - - a readjustment of relations must be based on the
complete recognition of the Dominions as autonomous nations of
an Imperial Commonwealth, and must fully recognise their rieht
to a voice in foreign policy and in foreign relations"”,
Canada had won the right to sign the freaty of Versailles in June, 1919,

as a nation of the world,

The National Period , 1918-1945,

With the successful conclusion of the rirst‘Wbrld'War, the cana=-
dian govermnment returned to its pre-war complacency. It reduced its
armed services to a mere_skeleton, reflecting reliance on the might of
the British Navy and the friendly relations enjoyed with the United

States, o

to centralize the administrative headquarters of the three services in
a Department of National Defence, by saying:
"Avowedly it is for the purpose of economy: avowedly for

the purnose of retrenchment: if we are ever to have retrenchment
in military and naval exnenditures this is the one moment in
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which it is possible to bring about something of that character.” :
This statement éharacterizes the whole defence policy of the period up
to 1935, The Permanent army, having an authorized Strength of 10,000
men, seldom exceeded 4000 all ranks. 'The Reserve Army, having a paper
sﬁrength of 11 divisions and 4 cavalry divisions, had an average strength
of 130,000 all ranks., ‘These Reserve Unité were occasionally trained at
camps like Niagara;on—the-Lake along the old wniagara Frontier. <Lhe
Canadian Navy was seriously involved in this reduced expenditure. it
was for the Gonservative government of R.B, Bennett to reduce Air
Force expenditures.

By 1935 the world situation had become worse, ‘the incoming Lib~

eral government, with non, Ian Mackenzie as Minister of National Defence,

undertook the gradual renovation of the services., 'this has been refer-

red to as the "New Defénce Pqlicy" and was "a Canadian defence policy
for the direct defence of our Canadian shores and our Canadian homes."s.
Mr, Mackenzié © encouraged the development of Uanadé's air arm at the
_éXpense of the sea arm. “hile all services were improved, the prep-~
arations undertaken were nevertheless inadequate §n the advent of the
Second World War, 1939.

Two distinet trends in ﬁhe Canadian defence policy became evident
during t@ese four years.of ee-armament. ‘I'he government sought to
maintain a compromigg\between the efficiency and the economy of mod-

ernized services, It insisted on their independent use.

The other trend was shown when the government decided that Canada, -

4. Speech in the House of Commons, 1l6th May, 1922, Canadian Annual
Review, 1922, pn. 243~244.
5. vebates ~ House of Commons, 1937, p. 907.
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as a nation, had the right to issue its own veclaration of War, It did
So some ten days after Great Britain in September, 1939.

The Second YWorld war, 1939-45, called for the support of the van-
adian people. They rallied behind the government's war effort, financ-
ially, physically and morally. ‘lhey supported'the conscription issue
(National Resources Mobilization Act), the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan and the series of victory Loans floated to finance the
war, Some 1,186,771 served in the armed forces suffering 41,992 killed

and 53,145 wounded. ‘'he war years saw the peovles of HongKong, Uieope,

Pachino, Ortona, Caen, lalaise and the Scheldt pay tribute to the Can-
adlan fighting there to vpreserve universal liberty. As Lt. General

Charles Foulkes accepted the surrender of the German forces in Hoiland,
it was truly realized that (anada had begun to exerl a strong inrluence

in the international sphere,

#ith the successful conclusion of the Second VWorld War, dissention
between the “Big Four Powers“7évidenced itself. +he so-called "Cold
War™ was launched in full scale, Canada faced the opening of a new
era in questions of military, political and econoﬁic affiliation, 1his

era is one in which Canada will be recuired to play a dual role - one

in Commonwealth vefence and the other in Hemispherical vefence.

6. Toronto Globe and Mail - 9th July, 1947 - cuoting the stat- .
istical wnicture of the sSecond World War pnresented to Parliament by
Defence minister Claxton. ) ,

7. The United States of America, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the Kingdom of Great Britain and the Hepublic of Brance.



Canada's Dual Uefence fole.

With the close of the becond World iar, Canada ihe new strategic
junctioﬁ of the world's greggxéﬁf routes, (Figs, 22(a) and 22(b)) justly
looked forward to an era of' peacetul national development. 4t the same
time, Uanada strived to make its contribution in the internatiénal
sphere. ihe crying.ngeds of muropé ﬁad to be met. Anglo;American nations
responded to this call and extended dollar-credits to destitute wurope.
The nations in durope in turn bought goods and services from Ganada and
the United btates; By such programmes as the marshall Plan, it was est-
imated that world econgmy would have recovered within 5 years.

Unfortunately, all has not gone weil between the “Western Powere®
and the U,5.S,R. Suspicions havevsurrounded the actions of all partieé.
lndeed, both sides have been guilty of waging a “Cold War", as in the
present “Battle of werlin®., It is the world situation, or w;rld Strat-
egy toﬂay which determines Uanédian defence measures, rather than local
volitical parties or pressure grouvs,

A proper understanding of (anada's position in world Strategy
cannot be aporeciated without a knowledge of Uanada's’geographical pos—
ition in a global world, Physically, Canada lies between the two chief
nations of the world today, U.S.A, and the U.S.S.R. However, political-
ly, militarily, socially and economically Canada does not hold an inter-

mediary position between these two powers. Indeed, Canada champions a

way of life similar to that of the U,S.A., yet still retains its nat~
ional distinetiveness. Hven when one considers such factors from the
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standpoint of world Strategy, one is compelled to acknowledge the N/S
alignment of the North American continent, both physically and cult-
urslly., ZIet inspite of this alirnment the traditional ties of history
envolve Uanada in one of the largest empires the world has ever known .-

the pritish Gommonwealth. 1t can therefore be readily seen that Can-

ada is oblired to take these relationships into acqount when planning
for her defence, JIndeed, it is expedient for Canada to plan her detence
in cenjunction with the U,5,A, and the British Commonwealth and by so
doing assume & dual defence role,

Canada and British vommonwealth Uefence,

Unlike nations without previous political or cultural ties, .attemp-
ting to negotiate defence plans, nations within the Uommonwealth often
encounter stumbling blocks when approaching the same issue., Wwhereas a
defence pact is usually recorded in writing between any two nations
outside the Lommonwealth, and action by eagh, within the terms of their
trasty, is considered obligatory, agreements within the Commonwealth
are usually verbal or are simply recorded in the minutes of their meet-
ings. Moreover it is well known that none of the Uominions is bound,
morally or otherwise, to participate in a war. in which the United King-
don becomes engaged.  Thus we see that but a thread of common interest
in the welfare of the world binds the nations of the British Common-
wealth together in many\matters, including defence. Notwithstanding -
these ties, individual nétional distinctiveness is preseryved.

In 1946 when rield Marshal Lord Alanbrooke advocated a Combined
Staff System for dealing with Commonwealth Detfence matters Canada rais-
ed objections. OShe felt that her people should have the final say in
her national defence pattern rather than a Commonwealth tombined Staff,

However, it was agreed that '"consultation" should be the by-worc of
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commonwealth Defence, ‘Thus evolves a princinle of that defence pattern:

any defence orgsnization set up in any one of the nations of the Common-
wealth will not be acceptable to the other nations if it curtails lib-
erty of action.

Captain Cyril ralls, Chichele Professor of the distory of war at
Oxford, mostly sums up the political principle of Commonwealth vefence
by saying:

The principle should be that the military authorities of
the united Kingdom and the vominions come to agreement about the
necessary precautions, draw up schemes to meet the various sorts
of emergengy which may have to be met and then leave discussion
and decisions to the uovernments concerned, Complete uniformity
in the system is less necessary than it should be practical
and workable.” 1,

In this question of vommonwsalth vefence it is to be pointed out
that it is necessary for a general policy to be drawn up in a time of
peace. All possible plans oflattack and defence must be enthusiastic-
ally studied by technical experts so thaﬁ in a pefiod of emergency

quick, concentrated and appropriate action can be taken. 4o quote

Captain Falls again:

"A1ll the ablest writers on military theory, founding their
doctrine upon the lessons of the history of war, have insisted
upon the value of the counter~offensive. “fo.sit in an attitude
of expectancy, always waiting for the blow in the hope of blocking
it or ducking it, must prove a fatal policy in the long run.
1t leaves the assailant free to organize his plans of campaign
at his leisure, to repair his mistakes and recover from his
reverses,” 2,

~.

N

Understanding the principle on which the Gommonwealth Defence is

based, a study of its defence vattern becomes much easier. unfortun-

ately, some men today still use a Mercator map to study and plan

1. ralls C - "Detence of the vommonwealth - Polltlcal" - Canadian
army Journal, vol. 1., no. 3, June, 1947, p. 14.

2. ralls C - "Defence of the Commonwealth - mMilitary" -~ Canadian
Armv Journal, vol 1. Ro. 2., may, 1947, p.l.
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Gommonwealth vefence. +t would seem that such men are lured into the
false conclusion that the United Kingdom is the heart or geographical
centre of the pritish Commonwealth simply because it happens to straddle
the prime meridian. needless to day such an idea is a misconception,
However, it has been widely publicized, even by men as well known as
Captain Falls., .He states:

"In military power and industrial capacity the Mother

Country wounded and fatigued though she is, remains by far the
strongest nation of the vommonwealth and the core of its defence.,!

and againg

------ The United Kingdom forms a central position
from which, like the spokes of a wheel, the Communications rad-
iate to the vominions.” 3.

in refuting this misconception one must consider that which may
threaten oﬁr way of life, trom whence cometh our enemyr It is ob-
vious to the author that our most likely enemies are those who tfoster
a yommunistic philosophy and threaten the very way of life of the cap-
italistic and socialistic democracies of the world. ‘The nations active-
ly sponsgring such a philosophy at present occupy what is essentially
the Heartland of Mackindert's theory.h'kurther, daily newsvapers re-
cord the outward surge of vommunism from this very core.. in view of
the val idity of mackinder's theorr, both in the *eartland concent

such facts is it not logical to accepg\and that of the marginal and

insular Crescents as well, 1t is the opinion of the writer that there~

in lies the pattern of true Uommonwealth Uefence., 1t can e divided

AN
N,

into anmular: deferice zones. ‘The zone, corresponding to mackinder's

Larginal Cresent, would include, ureat Britain, a middle rast base,

3. ralls, ¢. = "Defence of the vommonwealth - Military“ - Canadian

Army Journal, vol, l. no.2, May 1947, p. 1-2.

L. mackinder, @ir Halford - vemocratic Ideals in heality - Hevised-
wew York, 1944,
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:preferrably mgypt, lndia, Hong Kong, Japan and the Canadian archioelago.
1t would be separated from the Heartland by the Shatter selt and it eould
itself be calléd the vefance Belt.

The bases strategically located within this belt would be connected;
through the vommmnication pelt to the Production Belt, <whe latter
would include the Uanadian/American incdustrial and agricultural poten-
tial, the South african industrial potential and the industrial and
agricultural potential of Australia and wew zealand. ror simplicity
this scheme c ould be sectored to give three main divisions through -
which manpower and resources could reach the vefence Belt - the Amer-
ican, the mur-African and rustralasian Sectors. (rig, 23(a) and 23(b))
Such a scheme.ﬂrovides.concentration yet: dispersion and above all, iﬁ
metches the neartland's advantzge of defence in depth,

Gznada can be seen to fall in the “mericgn Sector. 1lhe Canadian
archivelago would provide strategic bases for operations against the

Y

Heartland. ;The vast spaces of the north woutd provide direct communi-
cation between the forward bases and the productién line as well as
considerable scope tor the all-important defence in depth. The most
porulous étrip of Ganada, along the american border, would provide,
along with their ally the U .,>.A., the vital necessities required to stem
an advance from the neartland. ‘Thus canada would play an exceptionally

important role in this new concept of Uommonwealth bLefmnce.

‘LUanada and nemlspherical vLefence, d

"The united States comes into contact with Gommonwealth °
affairs by reason of the understanding with Canada for the
defence of the worth American continent. ithe United states
"and Ganada form a natural zone of defence in which the United
Kingdom hes no particular role beyond that of assuring trans-
stlantic communications, though this in itself is important.
tizre the geogravnical.factor is decisive, and these two nations
one the greatest in the world, the other small by comparison

& .
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put with vast territories extending deep into the arctic, are
compelled by circumstances to work out their problems of detence
in common.* 5.

The briet history of nemispherical vefence is very interesting
the germ of the scheme is said to have been born in aingston, Ontario,
in 1938 when the late rresident noosevelt said:

"The Dominion of Lanada is part of the sisterhood of
the pritish wmpire. 1 give you assurance that the neople of
the uUnited States will not stand idly by if domination of Can-~
adian soil is threatened by any other mmpire."
Canada responded two days later in a sveech at Woodbridge, Ontario by
Prime minister sing.
"ie, too, have our obligations as a good friendly neiphbour

ancd one of these 1is to see that, at our own insteance, our coun-
try is made as immine from attack or possible invasion as we can

reasonably be expected to meke it, and that, should the occasion
ever arise, enemy forces should not be able to pursue their way,
either by land, sea or air, to the united States across Usnadian
territory.”

Some two years later, on the 18th &ugust, 1940, Ganada and the
united States met at ugdensburg, new rork, and agreed to set up a
rermeznent Joint poard om vefence. Its duties were mainly to study
problems of matual interest and to meke recommendations to both
GOVRTAREELS, Ln the words of the joint statement issued: the rerm-
znent Joint soard on wefence "sﬁall sormante imﬁediate studies relating
to sea, land and air problems including personnel and material. it will
consider in the broad sense the defence of the north half of the western
Hemisphere,"

On 12th rebruary, 1947., Prime Minister King and President ‘'ruman

issued a joint statement declaring that the Permanent Joint Boérd on

5. ralls C - "Defence of the Commonwealth - Military" - banadlan
Army Journal, vol, 1., No. 2 may, 1947, p.3.
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Defence would continue in peace-time for joint security purposes, <They
pointed out. however, that the collaboration between the two vovernments
will necessarily be limmted and will be based on five principles:

"1, Interchange of selected individuals so as to increase the
familiarity of each country's defence establishment with
that of the other country.

2. Ueneral co-operation and exchange of observers in connect-

_ ilon with excercises and with the develorment and tests of
material of common interest.

3., tncouragement of common designs and standards of arms, ,
ecuipment, organization, methods of training and new .
developments., As certain United Kinedom standards have long
been in use in vanada, no radical ;change is contem-.
plated or practicable and '~ . the application of this princ-
iple will be gradual. ~— ‘

L. Mutual and reciprocal availability of military, naval and
air facilities in each country; this principle to be app-
lied as may be agreed in specifie instances. Heciprocally
each country will continue to provide, with a minimum of
formality, for the transit through its territory and its
territorial waters of military aircraft and public vessels
of the other country. ‘

5. 4s an underlying principle all co-operative arrangements will
be without imvairment of the control of either country
over all activities in its territory.m 6.

Prime Minister xing wént on to say that,
"No treaty, excative agreement or contractual obligation has

bzen entered into, Hach country will determine the extent of
its practical collaboration in resvect of each and all of the
foregoing principles, Either country may at any time discon-
tinue collaboration on any or all of them, Neither country
will take any action inconsistent with the Charter of the
Jnited nations,”

This Charter of the united Nations is the cornerstone of the for-
eign policy and the defence policy‘of both (anada and the U,S.A, Both
hope for an eventuai“system of international security which will be
adequate to preserve world peace. Thus the ultimate object of Hemisphe-

rical vefence is not joint or regional defence, but collective internat-

ional defence as the guarantee of national security. (Fig. 24.)

6., King, Vm, Lyon Mackenzie - "pefence Co-operation with the united
states" - Canadien Army Journal, vel.l. No. 4. July, 1947, p.l1O0.
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Nararals Position in vanadisn Defence,

The preceding chapters have attempted to outline the past role of
Niagara including the history of its frontier. tThat the frontier role
of niagara has disappeared few will dispute. nevertheless niagara now
plays a greater role than ever, by reasonvof its position in the heart
of the great wmorth American mamufacturing Belt. 1f Niagara is to con-
tinue as the chief source of hydro-electric power for the heavy industry
of the Canadian and American ‘power triangles"7.it becomes obvious that
some actilon should be taken to ensure its safety in case of an internat-
ional emergency. Linked up with similar key sites, between montreal
end “indsor, it will undoubtedly nlay a strategic part in future patterns

of Canadian defence.

Lhe Relations of ueography and history aloﬁg the nNiagaras Frontier,

The study of thé role played by the niagara Frontier in vanadian
. military history has emphasized over and over again the close relation-~
ship between geography and history. this na$ not always been an ecual
or apparent relationship. 4t times events might be interpreted almost
wholly in the light of history and at other times in the light of geo-
graphy, nowever,‘it becomes evident that the changing role or relat-
ive shift of niagara's position and alignment in military history is
to be attributed, in.the main, to man's varied interpretation of the

geography of the region,

7. bevan, G.A. - "Canada, a Power Vacuum of *orld Politics“,
Dalhousie Review, vol, XXVII, No. 2, July, 1947, - p. 203.
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