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CHAPTER I 


Introduction 




The . ale of the Mother-Goddess Cu~t 

in ~he Religious Conscio aness of 

· ngal. 

2u .t:J tha z·a stil ex ~a1 t .'"lhile so e others ha.t ·re the 

.i tor ·.. ed e11d mutilated version of the o _ j_nal form, , i<IO 

cha.r· ct <J ristics irvuri ~bly prese1 .t themselv~s. One is ""te 

d · · a·~ra.in of ·the crv._ t and the other is the way .1.- -1h.:c 1 

.L -o -~~ng sl~ped anc r sh ped o .tis c v n mo lde by 

souY· ~e~. _j :ag the cul~ d" fer_nt ch ~ecte istics ~n d:ffer-~t 

at~ ...,i.:..,~ (<..m>. g d··. ffer n t c· ple, re 0 h ut. iffere.t COl t nent • 

'lh i .. :->t·10 .....~·oddesa cult, "hie is the subj ct o 

i. p~rhap~.., the i;e t xa· ple of this ·.endency. 

h~ cult, of the n..other-godd--ss is a v ry ancien·; 

ph;:uo1.e ~'n:t in -~ n' a ~pir: tuat xp~ "ience. he - r .at mother1i 

- 1
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,,_lhC i& tho CCU t:roe.1 n.gure in th:Ls cult t has been e:xp1ainec~ 

t nd r h PD !'d in form and nmnnera which are bet1il<ie:~;.. i1cly 

. n di ffcren · pH ·"ta of thci wo1"ld. This i vers:l ty ·· °1'1 th 

,,;~1" of ~he . oother-godde...,s is due to t :ie er ffcrent J.;;ychologicG.l 

h"" diff0 "cu". people T1..:.s~ hen, 

th:::. :.. : s .. n";i .....l from the contingent.~ the or,igim l ~rm:r thJ 

..n ..L1 tl:L 1 .. one finds Uma, gho is the rountai:·1 OoCdtHJGv 

k1io n a3 I 1ifhas, le ~and aays there are fifty-ona 

4... <· · ,.. ,.... ' 1 ·h .. ..... • ,.,.}..,_ y • 'u ~ 'o,..,d? ho the deBon• \ 'r•o 
.-. 

.~,." vc:w;ii, J.. t · killer~ is also 

"'\bh _ 7 ~· ( t .. G foa.rlesa one), who console one in sorrow b-"'l J 

Xl6 3 St rv a..'1.g ·-~ who b!"ing~ '1:1 

·he pr me deity in 

ait:ni featF~ tione of the same goddes 
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Bengt:.:.. .. C11e Teasor for ·chis nhenom non could be t· ~a.t from 

.:.if.. ...,i Sh t t~iw.e :... ~ngal had baen n1led ~ c ord:ing to a. · a t'.""::..arch!ll 

Zo:."'~!! vf : ociety" This m~ pro·.1<~1.bly the Characterist.:c of 

A:::·yu~. i·:u:Tuence in lsengal raG.y not hav13 been ....ery grea·~a 

1h2::- ... a~e h1)d~.-r -e· ~ o :.her. r asons for th:ts ph nomenon ., In 

t.she hi.~ i:r.H.'";}' of the l' ~ligio .. 8 eon icio a ..ess of man certain soc·~ 9.1. 

f .._.e. tors ,,.H.~qt11.i.re deeper velues tl~ others, wh~.ch in h · 

co~rse of tilliei b~come sacredg 

Th..., fJ..re worship am<Y1gst ;;he A.rya ·a may be 'i.Aken ~-.:t 

an _.x.rn.J.:Jh·L It ).s har to determine wh her fire \.as vener~ted 

be Y u ""t..: th21 Ax-ya.ns canY:.- from ':t cold coun ..'iry or because 

'b-v.rL_d~i.nfJ ~. o. Ci i.¥ ta.!.. ing a fi:. e ·ma so i. ff".cul t that a 

CE.~~-- ..,:?.in sc-..r..o ·~it~ grew aroun fire o 1 t became sacred and holy 

a ~c. :.n.btle ~:yst::c·1l s_e,nifioa.nces · ere reati in·~o rire wh:. ~:! 

\W!_ fJ.. ll:: ·_1y deified. Fo_ sor.l.;I particulal.. ·eeson :..n t·1.a ...on-Ve.:::Lc 

0 4:;~,e r;y c.f ~n.:1~.a~ th~ o ·h~r l ·ld a cen ral posi tion4' Th1a 


.igt.:. be ·b~c~ _use th r 1 tio iehip · · ~a ria.ge w n ve~·y 


st~:i c~·i:~r h ~.td. 1 a,., that ch , .. 9 s pa;.. rni ty as diffieul-': · o 

·L'..i ~ .~o .. 11 ~ ;hi :R. 'fr .:mld .cause the chj. ldren na tu.!"a:.1:. to f Hsoci G.. te 

a.nd ·o elev,.:..t..... the other ... The other re son cou""d b~ h<~"" the 

http:Ax-ya.ns
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,...ocial structure 

J:.o:x(Jc7 !':.c-.;. r:nl~ in ndia. but was P common eature in a.11ciont 

ti .1.hc so:l.e form o:f -; ,.a:.. th tmd pow r to produce, ·-:...nd 
tr1s· -id~van :,ag.J in such power ib in. fa .ro tr of h ... w mnl; for in 
I.:t': r:.1j. ·;:1 1e ~-·ociety womer: are t rn ch:i.ef produ.cersq ~rhi~: power 
i.s [~.:::soc:l.a ~t:Jd ·rJ th agricul tu.re l·.hicn aJJper H.ina to i ..oruen!i' 
fc-1' t-t. · r:c'.a.w;:t~. v~;r:.3i:m of the him ter c·an ne., er go be;roud 
h:'\.!l(} ~iO £1,cr~t th<!> ~i ... 

tha ruoth~r worehi) ult are not difficult to ~dduce. 

111 the dominant trend of Indian e taphys). c·...l th.:.nr~ing 

the-: ,j] ·'-inu:,1;e r·oali ty is the cause o-:' all C''- uses. In other 

.!. Jr. ~ • .,i.d.e ! r me ·he ; e Svayam l.u ( causa sui) 

also .;11~H:n1 iuagined as the Fter1.al me.n !' ano at the E:me t~irne.!i 

I.,:tkew:~ ::"i~ this rr.;a i ty. W.,aiCh is age in spoken of as Deva,. 

cm1e~ rrom the :..oo t Div mean ng II' to sl ine' • H xce the supr )ffitSJ 

http:Fter1.al


fJn -~he 1 hysi c~.., plant:; tho pit::. f'Yl' · J~ i.0 r·~~-..-~ 'f s 

· -:,.;.,_ i-e vast;ness of my r~ature p:;,.ace 'th__. b-;; c v .."' 
thi:.-.._--;~:l tg Cl;w0 ; 3.i.'1.d f~.~ora this uni.on comes the u.:.•'"th <r~. ·~.11 
1J0~, '"(:'S I!; ' ,# 

(~!, ·_: li. · ..:: been imagine as the ::n·imeva.1 dl.':'.rktiess o:r· 



ay ·xi. t~ e form of the conscious mrld o S ..,, · a he d l t .. a./.:: .... 

6. 1 ·1 !;) ' I ,I :;:> .•' r ,L ; 0 1.f creation~ t etern 1 b .:n f ·7 , . Ilk,L:...' .,.,,., :~. • ~ n . 

r: }f.,a- 'eda a. tr.: ( n · ght) h s bE~ei- conce ved as t'Ie 10 th0r ruH.1.... 
P,. rnu ra ( -~he ocean.), ...-e. e ter ~ 1 ) b & 

') 

·- F _ o · Her ·o. b i. s 

1 
f ~ .·.. h s ~ arkn ieis .. * d 

~ha d~rK I· ther or the Sc Jhire Goadesa 1 rh beco es ,he 

I .... ~I. 

l. ~ · ~ e da,, l O • _27, 1 8 (I 

0~. l 125-7. 
3o ~O~ l~O ~ 



CIU"'PTER I 

.ht .. lot ..er-Goddess cult in I elie;ious History 



It i more or less &cc ptad fee · t:n t e history of Ind·~ 

h gin i th th ndus Vall y L .. · lizatio , hie l is con · :.ered 

to b~ p .,,,-AryEIJ. and a -r· .. a·ound 250 -1500 B.C 1 The si~e 

of thL eivilizatio_ i 3in and Punjab tendin"' to t!rda 

ch 0 h b don n E;n round he 

y u ro. Th"s 

h t med up~ nu bar of rr*cotta f mel

odar 

u 

r:. 0v. " s hich indic e th pr val nee of so a k n of 

cult .hioh a n ly kno · r pp c ltu $ 

are nu capt fo short t round h r 

lo. , s ..cur a by ri dl • ~'hat l d to he co jecture of 

ing or ip.e i hat f of h t tue t were 

found iO d stai ed. his f ur i t be du to h act 

t .. ·t e ps an ncana r in us for h )orship 2 In 

s pp of h s ~h ory ckay f. r to fi r1nea of im l 

t e ,01 d _n Sy a ~ d th as n dit rrane Th 

gt _in ostly p in ad r d o enho c th i·re-givine 

pro .rty, ~h ch · s done eve tod . with n paste of vermilion 

rid o on ia nee BS ..ry f. ticl (Up- nra) ~n 

tu.a, t i g t · , toric Indi , ch • • p. _46.• 

2 , ,a.cl' ~ , E • J • , ohonjqd~ro, lhi, 
937 P111 260. 

-




HiF.-1.tiu trorship and its use was cur:t>a11 t in pre-hiatori.c · i~.!!'-n:. 

it.. ac:.i nt Egyp~, ~eeopot ia, and JII lta.o 1 

nle f:i.gures were also xcave.ted in . these site • On'G 

o~ ~hem fro ·-ohenjodaro is of particular int rest~ end is 

din a ell lnown cured 1~ It 1 d p cted ~~ a 

"·iu~a ac d al figure ·n · ! t·~ · ng poai tio so .,h t it 

r.as. bl.,s the yogic post re. I h s .t heels conjoin .df 

J. 11d o 1.t-str tch·d mci b mgle • On th ch st is a ,ri<..n.gula.~· 

n ckl c fl resembl:J.ng the igur nes f 0 ulli and Zh()b in 

Bau hi tau, A p i.r of h ms projects 0 he head ,., · th a 

tal he dr ss bet een th • At the end of the waist band 

th re i a ·rojactio hich ight be the phallus. The fi~re 

he B threa f e.c o e in front, an th other two i.n rofile 

with fo r ani ~ s o he aid s. An lepha.nt and a tig r are 

on th r .:.g.11 ~ A rhinoc ros and buff o r on the left G 

Thar are 0 t deer ca ved in th.... dia upon which the 

fi~ r ts. S1ch e. fugure 1th all it symbolism depio'~ the 
I 	 t 

Lind K)d Siva ·n. Hi Pa.au ati i.apect 1 t e ii rd of the• 
2

~i. 1~~- s va. is l 0 the princ of og c 

In ad it on to th s seal and figurea con o 1 s·on 

piac s~ ton rings and cirouler ~i c of stone eith deep 
I 

indentations ere discovered~ I the light of the Siv f gure 
,.,.....,..._ __.,-=---__..._____________________________________________ 

l. 	~ rnto~ and C ton Tl om .·on, Pt derJa11 Civilizat o_.. 
1928, P• 29~ 

http:lepha.nt
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pieces as fE.irti 11ty ch2rrms };,.,nd the s tono r-inga es their fern8 le 

counterpart (the vi~lva) However not r~ll cf the atonea(J 

di soc vared in the Indus Valley were ur1ed for the purpooe of 

~or~hip nor were the s~1nbols of gods or goddeases. Jome of 

these s vonea might have been ueed for oonatructiol'l<?J. 

jJUl"'POH ·S0 Bu.t that som.:.. of them h1'~d worship value can i1ot 

be totP11y ruled. out~ particulr.1•ly on the ground of nrchaeo

lo.~i()al findings from excavations m~ide in certain pa1· . j of 

gs have taken places at Tr~\': la., Kor.wm 

(Kosn:..l'bi) 9 which is si tuatad near modern Allahabad~ Hajghn.t 

and Pa.tnao Apa :·t from. certain 'Very minor di ffarences amone 

these find.in.gs ther«) is a grt~at d al of airaila.r:i_ty. All of 

these pieoaa ~rs of soft stone or sand atone , circular in 

Ah~~;;e 'Ji th a. hole or an ind(.:mtetion in their cer1tres. Engraved 

cm them are nude fet..nle fi 'TurinetJ \d th a herbal derJign" A 

find1..ng like thi.a in a villRg called Hathinl near Taxila 

"It is of polished s~1nd stone, 43+" in diamet.er, 
adorned on the upper aurft:.ca ,vi th concentrio band of croas 
and cli:ole pet terns and d th four nude female f:ti:g\ire s 
olternf' ting 1fi 1th hjney oucl~le designs rm~raved ,;.n relief r-o md 
the ceutral hole .. ~, 

Of particular interest in this connection ie the 

di aco . erJ ,) f ~ rectang-ul:n~ torrn.cot tc ::ec.l ir1 Hf'.; rappf', upon _______________________...___...__,__.._.____________________,.._,.._________ 

l a .e1t1.P£1.~l.J1.e;oprt of the A-ch•...eolo.c!ct¥.. Sur ve: Qf .Indiat 
J..2.:?:Z.-...~(i, P• 66. 
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:~:t 

et~cttched G.ce::t ~11 a ·-ree 't)rojt'.H3tin::; out of the vulva.~ And l=:.!-r.~ 

9 
·~h~ h:.·J1ds of +:;t~e ~!~re• f:i;~ 1~a fr1urvl ~~n thG; I"'o!'!.onjod~..!"c 

f!">)~ th J: 'n11vr.:. 11 :\:t lotmG ~-G ".£)-p~.ct ~d~ wi. th 1 t atilk ~2asu"tnc.: 

f'n ..·:·"·~~ r,"llf•rtJ hr-i't~ "'-~h0t ldo~ 1 l1.,..ep1 te o.1? th~-.tll rn.inor d~ ffcr~lr.fx~ 
'OQ.. - · ·; 1.· · . ~ ....t ~· ..;;~ ~ . " .- e -...a 

"At th~t time 0 c-·o-is, . ! ~1haL~ B'!ti.pport ·ho ~nf'Ole worJ d 
't~ith 11ifa £flJBte-.in:i~ne V\Jgetables~ born· out of r.a~, own boliJ~ tl:itill 
th~ rains ca~ hl ~atn ~ Then l chrall be famed on. ·~1rth as 

4Sc.!v·r~i~':lbo.:ri " ~ 

http:ffcr~lr.fx


·..ooh.i.:.c. ·;:1is l·h ..ul::..c t,;;;Ul.:,_ J.:·y ·'.;~., r:~:Dt~·~·...: o'"' hirt.h ~ni! 
-i:1;;-edor.t.d.?.l21.t.~C~ of the ._emale tatuettes 011 ,r m-:.le fi$ ~-r~s 

·;· ~·u:.1"'3· ~-'-" ......~n .rh1cl'l ~: e~· "";;· ..;-.;. · 
h" .~c'ient .;. ~ sttl from the 111dua Val) ey t<> the ~eoi t-Grirt<_.,L. 

·A.r;_; ..... t·.:J ~h"J..t. ... t~ei1ti<L .: t ~...:L.~st .._,,a..,, ......o»ctm.t: t:E.i \)..: f:;he 
f0minin.e end .a~ern .l &. poet of the pr· ce s of eene:rel,jinnc 
w; .:,t,e:.."" v_.' ~-o. :.·s ai7.. r.tt~ re:r ....oni1"'ic't~nn (" ·h~t.l ~-~ 0'"'!(,t'l,,''".~(J 
·· ;yee ::.. vi· -:;tn or moth "r--go ·t;t'ls or e;oddease c nl 

cadeas in mo · t cases · ~s the 

ea!"' th 



.3 

wi~h n "elat!c~ship to the ~-0c~0~ · nG r son or a aervan~ o 

In the TiBT.. EUilhra ef1 'Jnlley the G'1.rth goddess ..es 

the cenc"--ative ,ova:r rulint~ over the vyvl of nt~tv.rG nnd 

per~~od. . y- ~ly ros1-.orint.: life .._.,fte the bli·_:ht of ~,,.int .r n.1 l: 

tirn dro~~. r,l"i.t of f3urranoro '&:her( fo e she is lmo m by many nr$GS" 

of~ i:-t cio~ Jnki who is conJ!1:.;ire.ble to '1e.rur n of the Vod:.c 

:y h Ji ,i1:.i n gave birth to ~ nt ber of de.t. t.CS Glld 

thore:'ore i l'"no m as th. on who fl:n.vo birth, the mother of 

~---r.lJi 

bm: n o t ·1e : nur-"li m11 th of I11dia.. ) 


:-n. t;" .eoopo tc.m: r 1 r:.y th we :find In ram the queen of 


3he :rr.:le' t: o divi 1c r..rrnor ~nk ·du, ho ... t .. "': : ',,h -''ul ·;r;r 

of ,he t·c.. t:'" th: t ,.-: fJlC fortt frOLl tho ca th . '"'h - ~; r1~ rri ·. _;e 

;;- · c lebr· tod .. t the spring fe. •· i val o ery yo;.)r to m.ral· ~!1 th · 

it[ 1 .:·orc~~b in no.ture . Her the ri tuRl .roqui r .. s h u,nion of 

th .. t;:Ou r @St' () f l' ·il 1 ty ~i t.h utJ6 goa !10 inct nf! toa h€1 

cre..:.. tive po\ er~ of opr-i g, ·he.-.· th union mie;ht cwa:een the 

do . "r n '• f~rth ~ nd the proc as f f cundi ty in ·his sea.son C) 

hill delp.. ".·, 19499 Po 59 . 

http:nt~tv.rG
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l.th:-.y o:. ,.,ht 1_.C·4.~, !.. he u Ut;hter o:f l t0J1 a14d of He, thr m:t.e,tr·ess 

2
O.i. th;:, mi Vt:'T.t..1C 

In the rock ae.nctut~r-y about two mtles from the 

-----~...----------' 

p. 198~ 



her· t.·auul ponti~ 0 of ho!dini.! her o\m broants S-'fld aqun.tt:i.nc i.n 

the poatur0 .of chj.ld birth" 2 

-·--------~-------------~ .,....... t • ..... QR 111 wM.-. 


lo -.'1!W·~~l§ gf Arcr~aeoloa $lzr:1<.\_8ntpoJ.g&, Liverpooli 1940, Pei: 10, 22'ff., 

2o Ro Girshman p !.tru'Lt 1954, Plata vi.,ilP 
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mystic~.tl 11 fe-gi ·vine river in the shape of a aid<' .ihe. 's fd.. r 

1
~lo:rious race~ ,Jhe :le 

ounei fi:·~"'n oLe ~) .... ;}eers ''j. th rt.i thrf" t! c victoriou~- yo·~ {; ~"'oc 'f;:·c 

lib.?..~~ tes 1 j. f ·. y ·tihe ~mcr:t fice o· the primevtl BulL 2 

the neficence of heaven u.ct bo m: t. e C:H.!cessi blc to t1M1 9 

b *. •-..UlllfP .......lW' ....~.----... _,,,__.,_..___......._.-·---·...-- --------...---------
lo. l~~l,, Vu In the Sacred Books of the i!::E?~st , Oxford. 

2il Weissbact.. Bangp Die al tp@·rsiaoben Keilinschriftsz:q, 893, 

pq 44e 46. 

http:mystic~.tl




far J>.li ty aspect of the rother~godt.mesi but aha nevt}r :re.... 

oa:!. ·ves dhu~t im1.o:rtance and pro insnce within the VecU.c;; 

or sccondr·ry.a She always retr:d.ned a dis inctive pcsi tion fo·_;~ 

he~E30l.f :tnspi. ta 1;.,f the f ·ot that . n .. ·on of hen.,. t·J:·LJ aJ..mi..,st 

alwa.yr:; in om1j11nc .ion \:Ji th a me dottyCJ 
1 obe T:J:tis also wmrahi1:p 1i 

where the ~~i ain~a, 

· r~1ou im:mov 'ble rrrav-:;-P th v , who hae no ee t to 
'WaU~ around~ hold the moving c;ea.tures within them ns de the 
parents to their ohi.ldre11. t.J u o tt-... 

19 	 fhe Dyav~ Prthivi (the sit;y fathor and mothai1· o~ rth) is one 
a·x · lo of thi (jl 

2a 	~~~; lil85-2 ~Ui1less otherw.:se mentioned ! ..l:. tho ,,nglish 
renderffi..t ..g,1 of !nd:t&"l rofer0noea are m.ina) 



Oh ·{;hou mo1~tal fron. whom the li:f~e :f'oroe i.s dep~.~.rted 
go ''..;o th1!::i mother earth who to wide and extensive, i1h0 :t® all 
perv;'.;'ctt.. 1:~ e.tti~ b':.w,utiful ., i'hou oh mother earth, keep this 
cot;,>,oe .:. thin the , give him no pain• aatisfy him with good 
~hin~;~~ e . .;; ~j /lio;h~r t:;aps b~: l11a"t?~ in her own gcrment so 
t'lTS'.;:p U,.11-,U t.lnJ:; ~iOCtl W! tnin tlJ0€ 111 , 

defi~_i te pr.H1i t:lon there. lhis fact ber~omaa nll the oore 

l~ode~ .hui~ thc:1 mother of the · ni.vex-seu Sha is also tho mothe1~ of 

Uet~ tmo 1J.8 :~hf~ goddess of the morning or dawn. 3 

t.crHtr;1~1:1ti, the goddess of learnins vas originally thH 



be•,,,Li!!0 J~e r ~dr.teaL· of nit.~llti in hi!3 J)f)eti.o i:., ag:tn4.t:i. c.·n~ 1~;:-.. I<'t.lstdk 

deam,,/1'beo n~n? :'t>:t"ta and, bf9nu ty in th~~ '~g Y'eda,jl 2 

Ici.r..., ~.s ths goddess cif r'!utri tiout :uid si.noa i~il11: m:d o 
I'} 

·~... -~*·fiitl'!tL.ll':.M'"1 ~~~~~ r11r-..-.r~~#9~~i!li:IO"t.t~llilii$:i _- - - ...,~._ At t ._.Pasa~~ 

lrenbhihl ~ Ha.t~r:.. v;1a!d~yadeyati purure.trn devye .. 0 
. • 


· <J~~c.euQo 1J¢~evooci1d1100 0 ~ vc:iii"OIPO •o eoeo o 9!.i 


R~(tl·i ,stom~:m ne jigyuaetl Bg !Q.~p 10~8~127., 



'-''"t. ,,;~ ,..-~ 
~h.iii..,.,.......; 

1t ~;f'"..~'.! void be~Wt9er1 ·eh ~ ( ky and tho ea ·tn is :!ik1t. the 
womb whGr.c tL..: fr~ther in±"ascv his ~~e ·-·d·. ·l 

' ~..,J. itn . ~·.1a ~iJJ3~i :t;~ t ..10 late;... T.mtr:..c .!;,.:. te·l'aturo~ 

r: ·i:"i."',~>vGl wi 1~h tlHD 7\udras and the Vasu.s; w:f. th the 
Adi ty ll.O ~net all godeo I ~ cncier I hold. aloft both v~r1r1s. a.no. 
, ·~i ti~~·· _ · .,1 ,., .. - ... "r;ni ~ m:d tho p~ ".r ·of .. sv..ncy~ 

·~ chor· at ·:u1d austc.1.n h; .?:h~.#well.1.r.t,£; Soma£*. and T"" 1·asb t~'1J-. ... 
I Stt >por.·1.; .t:ushs.u~ ...ma Bhaga.. I load ·1th t4'eol b t.he zealo"'is 
saer;¢.-P;i_t;:·n.. \J~1·.:> '".~tn"r. t :t.e juice a.nd offai-:"s his obla.tion,, 

I t q ·?Le ·h~et::r.t., the (1;.i;1thei"'er-u1> c1f treaeraras, coat 
tlu.rtJ~/:t.fu:~.j iit.~n ..j o:~· ·~hmje w1.e1 rneri.t mirahip\} Thus Ood~~ have 
ost" t;l:ii. hnd tlf) in t ~ill:J' plc.oos ~~.:.th .i.l'-ny homes to ·en t~.r ru1d 
ahi:1c: !n. 

fhn.-t )1 L!ie ~..loi~e el, eat the f(:.od :tr,at fees ·thern...---... 
C~.Cl-\ rll ~ ~.'~ 0 Lsar:i,, b:rea:thC:w& hz;HU"fl the itH,.<l outspo;~:cm.~ 



.. 
l"' ·• ~ . ""' ..... 'i• ' " . : ....~'.!.~·le!tJ ~,,;LL:J i ~· .J t;.J'.; •...: :i (.., .-· ;;;i.J.,..."'""v···'"" v~ 

~.11 ·;.;tv: L:1~th a.s I d.0 Ol.fit.Ttfil i~" 

I ·1'\n.·::..·j~Y, myne!.f ~ .r :- out:Clj ".'.·~u ~:. t tor tl"'e r · ~h:.t 
(tr~ t, ... ,:#c L.1 L ·,"' :L .... ,·:., ~!.":. : \:0.'"" ~vLv " 

I e~~cne .1 .l'..~1~1 rl1t.:;ht'1"'~ n~ hr :d.m ~:-. 
S~t.eG t' ·.. °tA, : . t ~ t.' l ,n:.. Jl.i;j,&t.fu~U~., 

1 \.: ·~ b(&\ ft;:::· lU.J.tlt c.. ~ha. \I h~u ar!..o~1 
11:~1-:11! ~:if,.. t:·,c h . 

. ~.r·•.· ~·;'ii<.· .i!J• •. 1n.. """ld f c .~'.U~1.T.i. ".! -:- C:··'r""'*'·l""r· f\,..,. ...,,, f, 1A ·~ t;..0 ]'""" t~·t~,,.. ~ F~"' 
r11 ~ l ...._,.. '"'·~· .i.. ~ _ j;~A,l.._~ ....,. ~ .. ..,.;.. , "'\.~> . ·~~""~Ji" i.#j_; il o1L · l .. ..;. "- ~ -"1.t.' 

iia .,\~1 ·,t>1te1:-1~, i!~ ·;;ie <:•• c,v«:ino 
0 

.:'~< r.;:)f: 1 o::·t:®n ~ (.) l'j c1 r-~-: e :,, s "&i, 1c er-sc ·at1"'0:", ~- .:. r u. 
heaven Wl. ti.i. n:y ~~(n•eh ·od it 

ei th .. t" : i1 

l 



• ...., ... {j ~ 'l"he:. etu•th is ff10 mother, i~nu I t1h 

· .l'."j.s.nsr.;.. ia tht fath.0 ··s ue 11 .itio, rahall sn.VCJ 


'G ~ ,._)t,1e~ e'".:rth 0 i ;.n...ily 0 t· fl\{; 'Cfo\m UJ... Ol.t f~ .1 J:'..~. : o.. ~"~ ,c;v 

Pl: ·)at~'- ,, -~ ,_ t~ ~ ,f. ~~ wl r.~r!.l~~e.v~n .<l tJ. ,.0!~~~~Hf> si 0 _t ~·.~u \ :! S<: mi~, . ·-: 
th<.H.1 1· .•.C.ftl r.6: oi,.u tJ E•aI1J:>4:n<-.,. df' I.tlO..... .i ... i-1t:y t) ~ 

I re tho pu:rnooe 

'1 i ~~!r-t.tnn'\ff\ 'tf12, • 2t.i l 
..i:.. -.. ~!,.\~~ - .... <Icr9. ... ~· 

2" !1k~~ 12al0 

3o D . ~ ' 12:1" 
4tt Ibid, 12:63 
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o· hey 

aaha SV"'Sr 
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he.. 

.... .... 'lt1 :i'o 'of ~1 ~a r. r 
~ 
$~.VGi "i!H?,f~ 

th 

J .. ·-ri ,_; .~. 

· ·~ 
\JUL 

0 '""'i •• "I :1 
0 
l!l.v ~. i... t:1e riroc 

"'lZ.'\_;:, f. l . ff. 'J',. 



l 	 t ., .. 

' 0 ~. 

0 r! r: :I .. 

a . ·1 1. 
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(I 
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• 1 , 

'"\ .· ",... 
(_ l'7 y t 1 4 .~ JG ff_~• 

1. 	Let my mind rests on Katyayan[ 
Let my thought concentrates on KanyakumarI 
Let us be exalted by DurgI. Taittirio Aranyaka, 10:1. 

, 	 1 
\I 

.G 



!AJ3 I:'@f~C;J."'d{B the e:nri@,1.n (1 :, ~hE> !a<?Jne KatyQ8'a.llI ~. t coulu 

vars· w{:~ll be th$ r·~.ot th.at she ~c.s the ru~.. il.,z deity cf the Katyl:: 

clan \H? Ilr~mena n:ad therefore C{,.me to be !<.. t1u4Il a~ Katyilrmli¢> .t. 

·" .Jei.·fl.JJ:. of the compl J: on ef "-'.the firef tht1 d~1ughte:r."' o~ 
th.a c::ifulg-ent iiU:n;; rho i1) !ng orshipped n~l th~ <!isponoo ,, of 
ou:r CWJ0'2~ unt~ he:r the eoddet3S ·rg'~ 1 ooeli: refuge, Cthsiaanca 
i.u1to tht-1~ ()h .hou be·...u.tiful ~ho f our aviolu"<ll n:? 

Sulohita~ 

Q$ 

f:i,ai'!tce" foirm of Dt~re~ ruul hU!Uan · or f".ce ·e ooa c1°t d with 

http:Jei.�fl.JJ
mailto:e:nri@,1.n
mailto:I:'@f~C;J."'d{B


,,. 

,.... ·., ~rio fo~~u OJ. m;rosh· ) bu l<'!I ~.w G th ._,o es 

(;~ thin comwc .r.oi ,, 

tha rio Lt ... r .,. to b~ 

""'o 0 h li' 0 L t a \?e 
.. 

0 ro 'Al t 0 t. 

h \ 
1 orl ~ <::t 1. x 10. OU l·{l.lL 

0 0 h OU of h b 'ld 

"':>Ol~. 
1' 
.,; . .-1 •..J ~l r, bt t i t~l by p 

w~'\)1 ~-~ 

r; r • ._f .. :... ~ ·1 

r; ,.,]. 

r"c 

·a tr t1 	 ~!'·. 

Tth o+;. er O'S 	 "th c d r c d b' c·~ he:: 

i\,tie 0 i 	 c. 6 co e clo. ' th 

d c poe 11> 

., .. 
b inle r bein..... 

0 01 the me ;her-gouc:t~sa 

l h JOI vi 

ft of hi man \...
"' 

:r~ 	 ~ .. !s. 1 	 .. n ~ wOV· . 

.:n 0 y iin~ 

a mo 0 v ~1.do· ~i' 

l " 



u~a1~ lliime., the hero ·:...t the ~pie~~· 'iorehips t~te go,lCea , in t~_a.{, 

s11~1nc l.r~ iorn.;~:r t win st battle wi~h rtivtmnw But i~ ~s cu.ff1crtilt 

o:!t 	th~ 

R~L ronee could ba fot'ao 1t. ~~· '· pe..)i?J.t· to ~"11-0 ~o.E ~nre~s:w 

O!L to Lu..i..c,a arid ti a oth r t ·. G known a Ary.~ sto1a~a. !.t the ~~~a. 

ot' 	the ~ ,~1~.~fbhe.ratail where r~t G.Labcn--~ tfe de ~Qt ipti ..ill o~ ~nt.,. d 1 t~; 
I 

i,::, ai '\;~{;;:'ti") It ~ eoofi\a..:: elle r h"om ·h ~ u ·~y .1 ~ oc:Hn!'f!rinon of ~heae 

p~ra.y~ri' thPt by th· ti e Mahr;-tb .rt- ·t·. can0 to it · ~·~ preae111' compl,, tea 

~orship d by th:t 

dange~s .i"Jl ...~d difii .,.u. ·hte ~ Lik~wiae in ".he third ehapter c Ha,.1 

.ft1mt-ln kno'\i ~ vi~nu PE . ?a~ ~ moat elabo_ a ~e desc~ipt ·on of th. 

1. 	 A .v ~ l!'"anoh of Dz~at~n111a \lf North .:.diaj of~ J 11 ~f)Brm rjt.fc o 
P:ancop~.sona ~ {ilel'..z,~ :t) lh 228 a 



t<'a

lm m c.:....S Apa~{1n 

us t;fri fsmilJt. Se llt!t, 
i Pw 18 

:5/J cf. ~~at~ Vi:ire ·parvn" ch 6it2 22os!fii!!·.,. - -.. 

"il'V efo T &0 Cul turn'.! H~ri~a.g of 11 
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·' r '·· p 

d v l 

.... i . 

t! o~ .1,, ~h . 

ti' ' 't~· ~ 

. .... 
';f. y 

hi Ii. 

d · i 

.. 'ltel 

coneentrri a · ts ~f 

1 

d o p oolaimo . 'hor 

llim. 'J. i 



CHAPTE IV 


A ii torical r. v:f! · ~1 th 


develop a t of !antrism 




hav~ s t ~o ch ff0.1." nt el t clltSo .. di'C 

•.;he .· .... t ¢1 h . v'"" s ., n ':' 1 so 

in all th r a .. : t.~. "'!"' m ooun 

hu~ th . co a i.1 f h· r '0 Bl 

.... t / :n .Poun.d · t 

-~ ht q s ion 
~--

th ;, o nd tli , al.;l 

like the v n V'..d ·n th 

a :.. o;...d in the re Christi ·n li to?' tu:rc, 

'·t ev c.une to 0 

n t 0 'l' to .1 i.a oo ld he 

ooi ty, \1bo 'lG 

on....y o e th v h 

ie~i c~ r i .o s 

oan b· euch ~ ~ervations 

ly la.t :r 

de ti · t .~t'1 n r->nc C> 
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.i)l th" 8 00 O! f C"1..L.E~ 0 •r''. ~.h~ r.rch' l .,!:c· · ··n~s 

er ot . .. e ''"' u t)' ·oo vc.. nII -
b.... lonQ.i. f tl 

t.-..1. dJi: aa·v:J c (-) 'C 42".?: 2 ~ ) r r's 

f. e i i 

l" ines for 

·ahi... p ac~ (...,~ :L n· 

.. omin .... :n~ ~ lH 5th 

dene .. U! · t t,o southern 

J..,h {act-., b · u ... th ukya.ta . Ul of thei1 i:-1 aquea the 

OI s e sv~mr 

and the el d i• ~ ige:..nE~ ....°' 

c r ·n l USO the c ltttr.Y" · 

. ~tor be::.ng s v thtc1 e;rGC 

h i ne ·O () .:,ev n 

( ) jec,.; ~·r'.&. 

el cy itie f ;h e ly '* ...• d 

~ e f::rs s ·v ~f ren 0 th · an li u fJ9 f 

'\'O 

1 

'~ boo~ n ""Ah• U b t ~y 

,.,.. 
~ 

·© () I 



0 !'hr: ;r•egu.l~~r Orc:®l" O'f CQremt:H'i6S and rit/Gt ;i 5:f'~G :mi:; 
f /'al!le-wox· tti ?'it" .al~ n;; 

~ ~ ""f~ J ., Ban .. rjee "a ~.~taP,2J~ ~ 

V. J.Lr. t~)'- ~~:_::i~t.ri~~~~.J£;L£JSJ..~ , 



1 l!roru the 13th o@nturr *JJ1r~a.1·d when tlie V:.di<.: reJ.i ~:~•.e1i 
in. ·the .ppe:r. s';ratn Of tbs S06 iety \ii0.!$ O!idly ciisrur>tGd clue to 
f('}l"'S-1£~3 1 nvqs:io:n and in vei·farence 1 th~ non~Vedie or r1011
·~·.«1.~yatJ, · tid tbs 1.1tich ue1~ k:lpt .aup.presaaa and co11fi..n~d w.l ~nin 

1

the lower sege.ij;.mt fr;~1nd ...n oppqrtun~ ty te eorue fot.'"Wa:r<! .enc~ 
.make tkiG~ma ~ 1ve;t, promin n.t end the doi ti~a fo:rshippeu by 

·~he:n were lf'1.y~1dually arn~imi1R ted within thia fr·9.m~ work of 
i~be V!3dic nsntoeono ul 

~ . 

!~e:re a $.lhe Gengdhn:r' pl~U!GO mentionod o.bt;z;va givee us px~o·oa'bly 

·M1e e~rl:taet rcacord ~f l~tric wor'l~1hipri fhis form ·; ,,: 111orebipv 

I ' ' 

http:sege.ij;.mt


of hiru ther) is a deciap1~ t ..:ted hurrw.n body~ nnd or1 the oth~n' 
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u. 	 .. hi~ hair :;.. ....... te si an.a >e c rr · es an unsl eat ·1eci 

hi.a h'inu.. On a~ . . of th te;:n l re 

..,ngrav n · n _. fe al;;. ei ti~;:, atanding n th sev;?rA 

f ni.n ~ yo1.mg dr''1. s 1 ... '1 n110 dAi ·~ies c_r..; {riv· rn •S 

.:-
a y th, lo .,nl :P opl <; cuch n a n~s cL~ar_, ~ 

'!t arsom· n .. tur of the T':°n ri~ f :c·m of mot.. i.o~"" 

:orsr t~ in -h ea ·ly rni dl~ qJe .. o 

1~h 1mpo:r... · nt tninf· to b, no·aed .~o th s lee ti "'It ;-' :· ~h '; l ... ~1 

l l)·..16 :p ...,. "6})t ,r. 1; u.nd r - hose str:!.ct guidP ..G,. E'Ll~')e··visi.t.i.l 

...
B:_] .. 

,ll •.antr 	 to cone ntrat !_.JO!! J.h·~ gttru ust b "l. ·:vrson t:_u-- -

TQya the 	opt:on o' ch ge his ~JCJP -~~ 

, • • .p • . "'f -L Th B . . . • • ' ht..v•'"'.£' ,n.Lp .. " _ri~J. .t.CB3. . •• c .r i ~ m, l r .. Yu1cn G v i)r~cu.r o 

gives to the disciple seems ,o be mo .... ning .. a bu never· elerrn 

h ('j o be l~ep a clo~/'!I ] gu'i aed secret . A f~·, o." tl ese 

u.:.d be m ntioned here" T .e rro lo··;.:ng hav... bscm 

..... 0 

http:str:!.ct
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!IP ~· 

evea.i"a~ 

lJ.PjMe r.)f the' v'"uru 0 u:M~eri!ll a.nd re;; fleets !.pon the i·u~ J of ·1h2m-:dH 

l~~iM1 ~· con<.~entJ:~ate~ Him in f;be ("JBn tre of his b1"nin £rno,1n ae 

:Ctrulll:,r he r~;flecta upon tho B!ja mru1Gi~a eiv<m to h.:.m by his 

'~j;1.1.i~u..~md f'!:1$:'leeta upon the J?aI·&me~cd&:ti~ th, h.:i§he~~d.; or 

u1 ·~:trrH~te :~~'we1~ oonoeivod :ln i te feminin0 r:rspecto Slmilu.rly tt;.(:J 

~liff~rc(-1rl:t, Or'ci~CI\.~ each h~ve d!.ffe!'ent nr~it,cticea() tut~:., rnn.tra 



4' 


1iff' :ra.Li t tow~r s !l iJ ~on 

d tw ·m:lin g.oup, 

t .. lf.1 

~d w~y cf llfe. • totnl 

:n. w<U.t'" in t e .~- tric 



.m9t b<~ p ::~f)rrieel .r l'l the dal"i., cf ·hG ..... sht .nd eurine, ~,.1-.e &.e~r 

t.h" K ul.a -.rim.: d be .. ch:lc~ri u 

no J.he ay ot l:! o and th\.il mathoc~ 

r·· .e.1,;; 

J.he ri (/ ..ezl ifJ con ider. ·d to hGVe ·-rnal a.nei, . nu •.:a. ?11.:..l 

~ 

REip t::: e1 . '(J(J~ drinl: u"ld fl ;-..r incen 0 a ( .. u~c1d in 

t?i :~:.. ttt:i t''L.~.. form of wen.. hip. "~nd i? intorr.i.~u fo-· of cr.:;;hin 

..the conaciou lf io the fl.o ·- v 

power e - 16 po !el"' s !.rav.gi:ned i:n the forro of a ea·~u~n t that 
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tc th~ hi;he c - n·~ 


~ha pi .r iug o· the ei~ plexus 


·~~1- .J 

:.1 .~ c ...,_ .. he i · el~o cal.L~ ,. .u'urg7: .. 

~he e i tcd her~ o 

tJ'f " !') !"\ th' f O aesa 1. r: .... ""'olle<~ ·~\'..'l ' 

for t e p!ng h. L Vi na t.t& 
(l 

the cl ..mon ...-.no 

..,.,n ·- '."O ... il: 

avijn~1a, p. 11: 
V~lO p 66; AI 29; X 24~46 



..'- '• ,...i.  ·~.j"" J 

in 

'.I 
la · ·~ ·: e ... 

trc 

C ·.n.~:t .. ::. tho ~1evi r+~·.f tmy. •"' 1 iJ t.h. t b~r rel.· .. J.On \ ~;'" U· ,.~ " · 
< 9 

".~...th ~i~ ·va 

f.«( • • 
J ~· 

f 

:!.s supr ~r.n..... tsrn~.L ~:11owle.a~ 
. Okt. e fhe sur:rcrn{,;i;l J; ower ·~ve~ r•ll 

Be of tl e wor-ld t; '5 

~ : 3'T r.i 

..... ;11 

,._\,, C> '"i''..&. 0 


l.:44o 

.rnr., 

~"''.111 "'

<: • (~t;.} ~ 

., ; of1b tho ... 'PE .""" 
® gCHl(i :i.fi~ ~lr;c ~he 
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' 1 '•"\ ...... _ ........ t, d 


".,~ ~·rcrn e·7on "'!. , Cl\.Y ~ J~ v f the 
of the ~r11, is pu ·O ~l-ep rho ie hu 
r~"),:t t, in_ y<~tt .de. a'1. tely:' ·~1 

..., 
: i:i ... tl ~. ~' , . : cl~rv.:ngn ct. *'rl e 'he··: :.s . '-"rock teY·"- 1 1~ .. ,"~ .-·:d1c 

...." icn of GlitJ} ~ :rtf :r.n ·l ,,_ .... ._ ... ..iiO~lS 

t <U ~ ' 
I 

~:mtl st ·U t ~·1 rnf· r ' c ~ ., to uiv· 0 . ,, r· 

/Ji• ,..,, . ~",l~ } ~\.t1 ru1d \er r1e 1 ... e ... e f;nC f3 t.IJ hi. 1 ~" ·. ha~ 

Th1~ ...ih1' -Hn4n'" r-' , .t ' .wt ....11." I ""'"- ...., • , ~.... · - "

c - . 0 'ahisa 
~ 

ur di "'"), ~nd 1.. ~ 
0 

"'enn:-1 oh is fer ..... 



!'I 

Sn:r va ftJ.. th hafi g 
. 

the f.~.:: i:~t :!Jl~c: ru.. va j.. ~ the 

l . 
. J. 

'iti"n 

fi 

u.;o lr1•:l thr- ~:? ur:j ex· ' .. Ht 1•• '" 

' , .P- ·L·1oi:1l 1~, t.:. ul tJ../':: ,!~.·~ 

:::n 

\ 
r·./ 

ttj em i lJ almv· :in the '\: o,...ld. -re., ~ la~; oi·h ... !' :ts th(r'·e 
~eGidEG 1 c, LU ~~.d Oav~ Ge- ~l~t th .ne.go~GCBSOB are EY 
~":.:1 c ~L • •• ..n t . r·:i n""~ ..:.n to .. y ~eJ" f o 

.u11cn ~2..- th\."· ..~ jr ••• :; .... Jtr; e~ Dre« m~ i m: d oth..ars bocame 
it; v:L.... body 0 ·~:- ~l 0 t,;t..<ide.aa (l Th.ere ~l.flO:~ f.~.txu:;J·a f.'.1,:J'r:~e 



~:· "~~ 

,,i&:yR 

'':1hE, .b:m.ra d ·ner.voe.. b a : nf~ \:h.v her ht~ .~ :·1 en the p1eute 
(L .... : fe oi"' · d.tt.cir~ i.-.n t c c.iivi1..e po .~.J!' u'U.st ··usti:>:..y 

vV...,rall ro"'i.. ot' t.i'f I ··-:.>' .,;~e0 The vtcto..../ of t~ e 
1.w.i::.. .. :~. s"-.: v:..! ci{..,;.,.,.; .:.on o: the div p incJ.J. ··.(,, 

:' scrcif~:t l;t ~2 



.. l .......: 
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t .. 

f · n: I 

...., 
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~,1~y Hale..timadhave.m (Circa 7th century AaD.), iJt deity called 

1. l<ioroh1p ~d wi ~h huma.u :.1sor i fie · 1 ru1d has har fa.bode iu tho 

cremation .;..,lroun 

!n a s ill letor period~ this dei t; itJ aard..ffli latad 

with rhe godde~s CamU:ida mentioned ir1 Davf • ahatmyemi; ~na the 

w :. oh rerere explicitly. to h r- i . giv r1 "n tl!e sa e \1ork Q 

1h ,r1 all th it ...,ods ppear be fer- tJle .:;oddeea Canai 9 K ~u(Jiki 

hnid emanated i'~om .he latter~ :-. phy ical sh [4 ti '(Kosa), :~. d 

ln later. che.p era of the T:levr r"·-hatmyr:4m. a11otne- ties;;:-.. 

crfip .ton of' ·,1e vr5g1n of Kali is eav no AceorcU.nt.?; to thie~ 

evJJTo ,·_her broad for;e 10 d of curv ~ aye-bro f~ audchn-.ly 
s·~ran for· th Ko.lr of' terrible countenanc , a1in0d with. sword 
!1ixHi a llOOIS ~., ' 3 

the 

..: , r a.et 
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.Jott"L.t"' o t through - ~ : ... reveval in ou:r p-esent ra 11 .')!1.( t! in 

'I.rt. .... n:-> doubt due to an.~m a and ... i ~ di sm.ple 

t ru my t · c, R ~ri . e bor_ i· 

prio to Ra · risru devo...., 

chai."'lg d the ? t ... 

b -came o popul' r that th -iilla.ge poet ~..nd b~rds ~ .?:1~.t·aue1 

h:J.m 	 by co posing songs · an.a po ..... n is . -n feehion T1 i.;:) ·r:- a 

.. · n 1 Cial typ of son, : no m a ~Cr vau .. T~ u ·h w s 

a ~ for R akr:tshna 11ho np· ee..r ...d ..:.n the mid ninet .1th cenbJJ.~ . 

A 1 te. ~evslo.. ·ent of th mot· er cult in ....ew:~1 ·~ ..~.,. .. 

·. se uo j -m di a tinot a. pac vs One anpect ro,...e fron the lot~ ...,I 

ch in of mo' her worshi.pp rn whioh ex· ended fron Ram r·~~d 

·:?.,.. ·al'rL hna The oth r aspect d vel 

tha other p:r eacher of t ie aE -ri~lm "i s" on w: !O P..r ·~o 

world over 

~-n eatigatiou reveals the feet that t ·re ... 3 a. r ntionohi~ 

http:worshi.pp
http:iilla.ge


his force hc:i~ been ~! ~.gined ·.:..n the l orm o . .:;t the 

liing ):r:t.. nciple ea the.i mo,ther, for ·!;hay· h ve &, psycho.logical · 
1 .

nee·d of t.ne lot1~ g..nd . f:.tecti on ohs t th _, mother givies ~ - Bu·· the 

on~ is the position of a worshipper ·lile the other ia the 

position .of the philosopher(.> Hence it is the approach whi~h 

differs xrnt the EU.bject .matter~ The worah:i.pper eeek~ the object 

of. his d v tion and ~hus permits R Rkrishn~ c maintain ~ 

orshi.... .,,gainst the foreboding of pur J abetrac

t:f.011\:' Ci-Od i.s one, be used to say only the approaches townrds 

all :re.... igi. on~ lead to the S':We God, barring, howavert :SUddhi~m, 



pe:' la to Him so that on can heve a r 11.gion thC"~t .:s bes·. 

has :)1'} ultin: · e quest o~ concern towards God. 

suit d 

8.J._. is 1e d 

.Bra.hm~1 and "h .refore. on y orsni H....m :~n y f o m he 

· 1.enses~ Thus. the co crete and aostr et for .. of orsh·:o 

d pends so:...ely· 1i:pon the spiri "ial. l v 1 of the pe son\) Fro 

the lm:1er ·: t o~ 1 level th d vot s eks ome .... hing COl.CI" t 

~l ·n. "'hi ch h,, can cl.:ng~ u ... n which he can focus his ~tten iono 

·":t Sll(~h ·· s not the oaae 1! er1 tha d ;Vot a at.taJ.ns a higher level. 

:et a:i tir.:ier he may seel'" ::. taste of th ivine experience from 

conor..:;; te 10rshipo A ood x pl of tl~i is Ramal\.riahno. ~ s ci · _tio.{ 

an 

lls a..~ arranging 

t ~e·· r . or _co ing ~ arriages o Aft r iag they h v r a.tio_ 

oa no ge. fo t~ :tr dol... s Ya·t f!t 

·~im· he:v b · ng ou t ..e old ol , but · er:ousnesa with 

Yhic i they u ed to play with ..t..htj do __l n lon r ex itea th 

... 1nd is .or .,V"'l"' .i at~ T Cl e ore .t i .. concluded that . 0 '·~h:t-

'~ing ' i t 1 
... ··risible obj · t 1 n enLary nly 80 long as God 

~'i n t; ..... rectly ::_ntu:· tedci One H s intuited the:re . f3 ..o I 

http:at.taJ.ns
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t-, percif, o.r:1 the li..mb of a t:r~· a~ Theae tw(> leYels of the mind 

Ramakris.~1rt""' used to explatn f~om the stemdpo:tnt of Tantra~ 

and t~he i:.iev,3.n th one in the b ·ain ~ It cl ms that the mh1c ie 

:ts enr::;r(:)s.sed in tht.. proces-.. s f l:i'vi~ng .,., 
~ 

111he fourth centre i o 

abou:t the realL:!;ation of a great l:i.ght" This is the first co\n.:p:r-

Of' ~his divin~ be?uty he i th:ts·~ 

~·.s established there all ignora.n.c~a vanishes; e.t ~,hat stage he 

: 'thtnks nothing other than God o 

Still when. the mind reaches the o · xth ate~ge the devotee 

sec.ms to hav$ a distinct realiza.,ion of God and a. certain ur.d.. on 

with the di7ine~ but >-,his is not yet a complete \minn ti It io 

l:~ ke tl·.e Jm?.e bug who attempts to jump into ·the !an.tern l:'lgh.t 

f4- It ii!, necslWlaary to bypn.ss· .the second a.no. thir·d leveL,,~ since 

their importance Will later be note ~ Q 




6. 


ell his ·onsci.ou ·SS for the world ; j.1d is ergeu with th 

u.'l h.m12. re~lity But :L. this s ge it is .l t poss· blG' to ... iv~ 

:COT 2. .on - timep sine th.;; l uld lead t derriJ'th.:. So the dr=' 70 ·; J 

has t9 ~~c~nd to lo ~ r lev ls so tha~ th r is not di ~oc:t 

:r..:.· 1..zs.tion 1 f . rut ~ .:..OOking at Hi. from a. di ·~·nc '\~ SG 

Romekr.:ahn would se.l~ °"1f is arl'r and :..n .ffec.t ·-S dr·rk as 

:h~. s a "tater. but ·wh n o.1e takef: the e a mter .t.n his h .;ncs 

th·; r-_ . 1 ur ~i a.11p ar~ l 

-~ ~n the se1r nth stage like i e ~h n the devotee is 

m .. ~.ture is possible~ einaa peroept"on is poesib _e 011~ 

~1 lit le dis -~an"e and dua.d ty tt 
2 Th., s di .., ttmce is :hf:l.. t 

vh~. evo tea se ks to attain i.n order th t he rnigh t se th~ 

b-at.. ty of .t "e 1.n devotionp a.s aama.{r·. hna . o~'ld say, th ,.r~: 

oach s .. one~ that of the h ro and the o ·h rJ that 

f ·~he _on His a.pproac·1 is t at f 

why }e r·f rs so e dualit ~ It ... fr e. little j st,.:. li.tle 

joy h.2:~ the a vo tee see~<s to me: n tain th · di· i ty ~ i t;'1ol t 

h oL 10 e ·-reri i1oe is p ssibl t t in Vi vekano;;;nda ~, e find the 

pro ch il-J di f~rent() H 1 o c rn d with th Ulti.M~t0 ~ 

·h ch . ..! j .man l t in ·G~1 1orl - our expertence, a.nJ so ,."oo. 

beco~e fo him the entir r ali t ia a r ali~y not d~nied• 

tl 72 ( - . ' 1. f al fui~L:..s~ -~~~~th .JJ: . .£!1 p o .- ., ~.t.,, n.ga..ll. l 

2 o !Rid~ IIi ro_l p ~ ~00~ 
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http:onsci.ou


c 

/'.'.'...,o ... 

by 1u. l t• !:O "e .. r·~e-:, d ·.a is his c~ 

~~ .. i d ni $ G 

a1 u .. ti ~ <'. 

an·a n 

11 es v.toyi?lg' re f: 

. ' ro or n . gy . ""' . v ~ c ,.11 i at"'ld 

.lso ~s ;.a.Q 0 -· • 

i r 

t . D -~h u· li i 

f d • ~ .v 

r. 
'. e 

~ r f : 'fly. s lo 

r a.,
::! 

e 

n .r 
n 

id of h-:· r11d 

t" r ll 
4 
ti u tl ~ d 

I • 

d 

d to 

.h 0 g r d c 

tj 

'0 



it; the r:tgpt lm:;t:rumemt "fo:- the ustB of the ~k'lthEn") is th~ 

:..n · the Tantr2, we fi ...d ttf;:1 awakening of the co3mic p(r'" r 

t (knrwn as Sahaurnr} where 1~ drinks the divine 3uma that ooz1e 

extstence, wtdchi; pouring :tts.elf into the j~.r of the mentali*H~d 

t:rana ..1tes e..nd tra:naforms i.1~ into e. diY:tne 
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... s an cill engro~ i .g neg2 ·tion b ,.,_ron" 

r:::~f t d noth ·.·n . u ... l n un •.. 1

~-alit is - y nd ~n h ng t • J c _1 b ": cone ~ - d y ....~ J:l
'"' 

o . i 10,·t s C. l 1 f.i' 

r .. f .. :r. 4lC.,. ) .m· ~·1,;.r!gf· d It c nu 	 t b knmm. or .L d 

·~tnce ·h r 

.11 .,,.n .) 1 c~at 	... d whol wh:: 0 . ti ~ • 

,.~ .. · .. nr m reality t i. v •ncy o .L. 

·. '·· 

c .e(; .. 9 .~n f:ra. ent Ty. 

t 

L e s ... .. h . .ll ~, ·-~' i:i. 3 

ine .. ~ a.n.. it~. e !) ·~h 

• ..1t.. ,gra; ... sni .. i tu who: e ... 


_ tte:. d. 
 of Tr ~·1 t .. ~ , \.lro.; ·. ao 

t. :·ob· n .::io p 30 , 
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....In th cour3e . ~;} i !·..:. ttu..1 rea:.. ization f. t- tn& t 

attar~ is h~ ~tt pt to a3. n· indefin'tely But that 

.aov·~..e ., .. a one way prog ess & .oth ... G sp t of novem rJ 

mi. .d b 0 do.::icen.d r the pper spirit al btrc ... c ,. tU!T -r U'l' 'r 

th\:; lo! - llfi,:;; to t last o.to with j 
.., 

s:plo:_u.o ~- r of f;.. 

~ igil ~ _i (; T te J t. is t_ re lize·· - o·c!-1 r1 t:1~ 

~t ·' rel 0- :r ·-it 1 ;. ter11 t_. c b.J °GI· '.lC t and !.he concre·~f.?,, 

a.n ~ ot 	 Lly :in h c;b t act, so that ·h· r :lli~ntion b~.cor.1ob 

truE, 	 and ~;01 .pJ.e , <;> 

Th .. f 1. n ss of life c · .ot e e.ttr...l.nea b'w deny: n-:

~.fet U.., b 

rise to e m_-i !.1( : 

tc 
"ghcr to 
11l.J 

hi,_). 

r t~_e iv· no l f sc "'ro .. s., ofJ 

0 

,r.> 
~ l high ·. T f TO· f d l ~- ,, f l .t. t ..:i!lC 

t · Ct·l.ji ut • ~ just , 
ll ,, .i 
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achi~vaoento It becomes complete only with the reverse 

raoven;nt frvm sp:.rit to mctter 11 from the subtle to the gro~s~ 

ao th~~ it pDnges and saturates the total self with a bliss, 

a~olution end invo-~tion in the Bfiritual lifeu Also, through 

thir~ 1.:rocese th0 psycho-physio21 organism is transmut d and 

as it; were 9 e-:,ch and every corpuscle uf the body with the di vi.n~ ~ 

spi~itual existence . 

:Eu.t how is the t:can.smutati01. possible? To this 

.A.~1.r-rJb:tnf~o ~ns~.er\s 'ijha.;.. ·£1he ross;tbili ty of the hieher form 

~xiet nee iu intrinsically associated with the lowero From 
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{Ji;;~e.jja:n.. !!I) and pervade~~ ove:ry -tr.dng so ~hat th,~ devotee 

sl101.;.ld o!'fer himself unreser7ec1ly to the w· 11 of the l:!orld-· 

f'rmn w1 -~h:.i.:n~ changing his entire nertSoneli ty$ 

:~.~ · .ft>reve.r :r.·e· ..d.y to lift u.p her children if hey l .. t her.., 

http:sl101.;.ld


The vi1l. cf the wothcr th:srefore 11 w~H'kini;:~ 

·~:hi~ is the thin;~ ycu h( ve to -·e ·er.::i.ber'"' Xc:;.r -otr;rchic 
be:Lr{!;. i ,, ·~·n.pabJ.e of t,;J. vi.ng ).. ts~} f to the Moth.en" m1d :;_ i. v1~n~~ 
tinti g..:·owing in the Truth; but your lower vi ta1 ~be:t:r:·.2; has ~bae... 
full cf :Jt·:.a.chm.ents and z~;uJke.ras 8.nd r~n impun:.1 movGID&:nt -:1: 
d.; ire ~:ind your externt:l ;-;hysical mind ~11r s not nbio to dwke· 
off i k ig.w.r· n:.....n. t i der- s and hal}i ta a.r.d open to th ..; Truth,. Th~ ·f. 
'"'a.~ th.~ ri.!u.son why you ···riZ lu"'121.ble to progresi; ~ hoca~iae 
yc,:a 1rere: teep:U.1g up an elemc11 t and movemon ts '\·hi ch cot!lt-1 i:.ct 
~e allowed ..:.o rcra~1.in; for they were the exact opp:.:;si te of ~:r!"; t 
k"".":J to ·be e~.di2~blishe~ in t:. divir~e life ... 1£he Mother r;:~m on!.y 
fr-"-::€: you from t1hes0 thing!3~ if you rt?-ally want t t!} not only 
in :ou: ~aychic being_ b~t in your phys~cnl eind ~nd ~11 y0ur 
vital Le-tu.re .. 'fi~e sign ~:ill bE. tht.t ~1~011 no longer cherish or 
insist on your persone.1 notions, att,.chments 01· 6.esires~ B.~1d 
th~·-):) whatever the dista7tCe a.nd wherever you ma~' be~ you will 
fs:;l your self open a:nn the 1)0 ··er ~nd proeence of the Mr th~r 
with you. £JJ.d working in you .s11d will he ccn te:1 ted~ q~l.i et 5 
con.1 iden. ··:~ \~:~~:nting no"i.;hine else~ G.W2i tL g always the ~iot;har ~ s 
wi 1.-1 nl,, "~~ 

After ~iscussing a~ g-cat length the role of the mot~ r 

and her work in the growth of the C()Smic. order, tlL.re still 

remains :::~ further question: ·who is the world mother? Au.robindo 

says~ 

1 

http:Le-tu.re
http:rcra~1.in
http:teep:U.1g
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the s~".me t.irnc.~ (mppos..,,d to ~o\!J the foremost duty of t;t,e comroor 

~~he ti :rs t nationLl sont; compo8ed during this century 

Hf4.y.ther India 

Uhy crt thou frillc::n 

):n such d1?pth cf misery? 


Why carry thou this futile burden 

\"hen fools ~re all thy children 

.A.nd ir;norant as they are?t'l 


Bt:t; it was Banl:im Chandra Cha~terjeo who in the firs·~ 

national sone brought out the truth that political asp1ration 

1,, Janani bh<~ratbhumi ar kano thako tumi 
Dh2rmarup bhusahin hoyeo 

Toma.r sanb1.n j ata sak:a.ley jnanahata 
Kano michhe ma.ra bh~r baye. 

Quoted by Dr.. S.B.. DasGupta. in his Bharater Saldi ,,;ad:wna 0 Sak ta 
~........,..•....:trt~~..._~,~'t:-~......~'U\~•_....._ .... 


~hl-U:~· 



1:10 ti-ve forceFJ ·10ehind the s t:c•uggle for ira.deperdarw'a <tJ .....n. the fi. re t 

nati.mw.1 song compcsad by Ba21kim Chatterjee~ he a.ddreormd ·th0 

mother land, and not just 2s a piece of earth haa, as it he& 

b--:.en sho"'m? ~~ long history~ From 1.1he Vedic aga or even c~nrlier~ 

from the historJ of the Indus Valle· civilization nnd the 

oivili:rn.tion tbat grew a.round t~he Mediterranean wcn·ld~ thi;,:! 

s.:.. bl e fo:- f:rf::ati.crn. a.nd diBsolu"tion"' She is the crea·tor and 
J 

dee~royer of all things~ Pnd ther fore this notioL cf the 

moi:.her earth comes almost e.s a national herj. tage; it becomes 

a part of the national character~ which has been nourished in 



On analyzing the. first national r~one, B3nde !4ataram~ 

011."; cr...:1 SAe ho·:t this rellgious belief in the l9'Gh century 

was intrineically j.ncorpora.ted with the poli ical aspirat1on0 

three distinct ideas" First, the fertili ;;:v~ 

a~pect of th@ mother earth is being refe~red to, ise• "H~il 

J. 	 .,,,,, 3has been 	co~ceived i~ the form of r~o uher Durga.1> 

In th0 fi:st part, therefore, it is the cht~o~ic ae,~ct 

"'lt'I' ·1 or· .,.1.~ ~ ..- P'.r'" 01"' t"' th·i ~ t'·hC!·rr.i.~ ..~ .. •W '"' ~< .... v ,J Q .., - .; -J.. ...... ' ....., J 

th.:. r\. f' - :::t 9 tr.'.. whi h Ind~ ..... is nc lo:n.ger only th:; mo tr~er t1..l t 
)'~~~..• ~..... ~.,..... ~~l.i!Wl'"tf'lo:'"~~-v..,,..,._..,._~...,,,..,.... ~~ ... .,~...., -·~-~~~ ~-.. ~~.:.t-~:,~·t<•:.,.-~-·.-~-~~ ..~~-=...~~ - .... ~.·~t11 

.-	 ;i 'I 

L .J;€;)'.!.d.e uc.::.;,:•c.l" ...at~ sujala.m snpha12.m ea.:;;}ya sye"msi.lt~Jn m~ta:<"rrun\11 

2 ~ s... ~)t··:tc~t:il::n\ ;;hya, .:W!.l.:»kalaninad? .. l~'"':ralev 
7. .,. h~~ Th~_'\.,.,,,,~~ t'1 .~~,...._ o~.,_t-,r.--~ .,.-."'.. ,,lj1, llGl.r"r ..~ ~·;) ,; • am a:. J..l•IA ~ t~d 11.. c.oi;4,Pl ~cu ~,,_;~l.cu.11Q._ ;!,llJ. 

Se.e jj ."'nkim C/iG1 t ~, ~:rj _,13 t e eong Bru.1ae 1R:. tG.I~anh 



'7!.J. 
I I 

fro~ the concept of the moth~r-8srth to the co~cept of the 

GoddeBs Di}.. rga sho~:r the naturf"l identification of the two 

•• (;!>con ::Gvts i~1 the ::.ia.tioual mind., So J.~l € thought of this l3nd ...._. 

not; only a piece of ~:;ar\-h!I' bt t; .... s the rnothe · iE. 2 deap--:rooted. 

' 1Mo~htS?r lnd.ia i.~ no 0 F., r:tec~·· of earth 9 shry :;~· r-1 :~•O\ti'GPs 
•. C~1:Q_,,J.tH..<::... :-:···:c "~11 nr-. ti on.(] have such a Dev~. su;ppc rt:.nr~ thv.:i r 
8ep:; ·\»a tJ f::;.:~. s tence end ke_:;1d~ne i. t in b . ir:.gG ul 

r.~herefo:re the fieht fo:r freS'dom was the fight to 

r·1v.:othe.c Itt~rga; gj:·.r{~!' of for ..... e and lcnre: ~~.·:1d !m:;- I ..;·,dg.£!! 
t~ ..~~·i1Jh~ ar·L thon in thy o·;n f; _.:_f' of might !·Iothe:::' b~1~"lt:'..ft~l 

1 

~..r~d ::f~~<r-~~ _J:n the tattle. cf l:~ fe, in ~ 11d:ta.'·B 11~~:.ttl.~ 9 ~· e :~~::~1 
~r"~~·t·i._o:·B {}0!1lnis.si·:med ~ y th~e, t1otl'HJ!' gi~rn to ou.r h:H..art and 
,, ,I. . i? '. ~ •• -' 

.. 
.,. •'""' I: ~; ~tr"'""',_;"''ut."!"t~ ~:Y 1::1'• 

1··i ;.-····~.-· v,1 lj""' ..... !1-t:> ... 
to ...,,~-; 4•_,.uJ

...! 
:i·n("'0 t'::.Y>,f,!1'1!"'.£1"'1;'!". o~a~r.~--.1.. "~' ,,.,., ~r t.-:·u~ ~ t..> ..:•,1. ..... ~ c:;.11 .• -~.i. 
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find th?t aether Ind:a is related to mother 

rtot!t r uhat .:.. e~ce , 1 - hr~r-pin~os is in thy bosom! 
Th~t intr 1idity is in thy voica! 

.', ere :~ ~- food i.n thy hand. and ·f'reedom in thy f eo, to 
1hE t g~~...cLn.ecs e.r_d yet wht:-t a.i.'lXie ty 

~hou as~, oh rnothe~, fr t~y chileren! 

'l~hrr~: mt=dnt··:.i:nest the ~·orld 9 

7::i.c·;. b;ri:ngo?Gt [·'F.1Vation to t'1 ... 1,ro ... _d, 

r·.10'U a:."'t the mo th.er of th: s wo:: ld~ 


o: thou mother !nriac 

'H ..... v ~'e are t11-::sss-d by the touch of Lhy Iotris fe:-:.t~ 
A~d ~e ~i~~ hail! mother the greRt conjuror t 
Th~: orld"·"'I~ ~:1e:i.~:.i mother India. u2 

f~~A blend of the religio 

.-').·~Ii""~ 

.:,u.... $ 



s~ncc she has been depicted in le3ends na a demon killer. her 

chi .,._dren '1 re also supposed to fight the foreign rul·~:n·s ~ who 

wore ccmsid~red to b8 dr..;monm. :n ono of hi3 Rcngs 9 k.;vini Dutt::~ 

'~other ost thou not love to dwell 
In th" ;place where the deads are· burnt? 

Hd2t thou found a bette~ nlac, 
Thu ~i we are desc::r-ted by thee? nl 

f~:::~·prEfh.·dcm to this feeltng; 

'i4:t:T~~t;.:~ a Ta.k 0 oh mother Shyama ( synonym .LOI' 1~-11)ii 

If thou. dost not (nrake, 
iJo one !1~11 be .:::i.w'&ken.ed., 

..... f tl1r >t'.c dod t rn) ti :begin t.hy dnncc 

I.o NL... ~ ,~( hea.1,.t ·~t:'.i.. 11 bo s t:Lr·r&d(; 

£-io-::1 I beckoned e··.rt":rybody ',} 

fo.one ca~ed to r8sponc & 


f i'..O\ :;. ~ee.roh 3d ~.r· mn.ncr hec.7."ts, 

B1 i_; .....or · i , gr· e\itef for th.;.9,, 

People 1(lVC1 to ca:.:l. thee morc ..... ful j. 

'Bu{, l do 110 t fir~.d Sl1)r 1L :::cy :'tr the.e e 


I~ t~cu hads~ concern for ~s, oh mother, 

Could th:~~:.; misra;,;...y bef2 ~..l \)!1 u.s? 

.·~ a.m. not d:t _.turbed. ty dE.::.th~ O~"- ~r~thf-·:~~ 


-ut bl se Uie so 'zhci ~ I mav aeC;
u J ·? 
'·~...-:. Ina: · . in4':er,or1de.n t .'."no frc :t ~ "'G. 

Suk~··'.'i found L:i thB {tg Vea.a i.n course. of d.m.e took L conereta 

' ' 
~.....~ ~ ..~ _ _...,....~.r·•···~~ ......~,,,,~-~---.,..-·~~~..._. ..,,'r-flt:-1'• --~;.tir-......._.J'~ ... ~'>t""""'4~.... -....... ~~."Jtl~~~-~----~~·..--'A~-
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,j ( 

~J :t ~- ·'~ t 

had a positive d~staste 

.tn :.ho0c songs cne finds th£~t. ther"s was d. doep con -~ ~~c'::i.0!1 J.r. 

:i.e that betw0 eu a mother and her son.: In om·; of' tis soncs ~!t~ 

'T~ou eive t us all th?t ~htU hast, 
.t:lood. and 't:ea.1 th i. ·~he ttt!J te·..,.. of 7.hy r :~ vers 9 

~Chy knowled.:_:;e and id ndom., 
But wh t <lo \·:e give unto thce?n1 

In other places he ~rites: 

u~:>ing unto the mother~ 
3ine; 	ye one a.nd for alL. 

Let the world listen to that colest~~l song~ 
*'****~-~~*.;}·~Ht 1Ht ~.·tr "'A·* ******«·7':•*-f.·· "*****-~*-l't~t--~i-::-·)r *:1. -~~ 

Khcn twenty millicn voices 
.Jill s:;.ng pra:tses 1m to the mother~. 

Oh bow the world w~ll st~re in tlonder~ 

When 	 twenty million children 
dill stand arou.ncl the mo ther, 

2Oh what a briJ.li~~~1 t nu!·s. that w-ill mt:Jce<J u 

l& S~BGDas~;pta 5 Opu cito~ P~ 316. 
2" lot.;., ci t;G 



Titls remind~ one clearly of the first n~tional song by 

B.a11kim Chat·ter''jee I:n some otl:er of hts poems this concept of 

..,.. l. .
th(~ rrnther takes a definite fo:rm J.n .ns povmv 8onar Man(!:i~ r he 

d:.. scrib ...;s the ma ·~her in the follouing manner: 

;
1 '1.1!n:.t hast sword in 

Thy right h~nd , 
Thy le.f·c ha..'l'ld t2kes our· fea ... 2:i-;1ay . 

There is love and compr.:..ssion 
In J..hy trm eyes, 1

And th0 tldrd :ts burntn.g brie;ht ow~ 

Thi~1 J..s lmcioubtedly a d:.rect ref .;rence to tth:: Godd1fr!:';; 

... 
])'lU"~2~a o Thus even T&got'e wo.s .wt. im:ii1m1it:: :t'rom mother wor..shi_.. 

~ ... a pe:ren.ni?.1 m1dc:r-current 3.,.J, 



c!111 ·~r;:\ vrr 

T~.? 

the M;o:b.er-Goddesa cult 
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Se>:7?c aa.ng, ;bieh to '6 riem \Sas · :ie primev~~ l~u?·;.;at.a 1 1~ .crao ·-.120 
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Ad1 .~-:tg to 'til'!C 88'.l::teso dhc; is the Bz~abmrmUl).:r r~e" Phet u tO 

ci.c·um'ZI ·~b t.J:t~' P.. a1ci~ti" tha femrle !)r;.n~iple, :it~ the blinC 

uy~tten1co ot"' lj~ ~~'~), the !lOVifllg fa .. ce. I. i the Prak1 ti ~1 tn::tl! trhich 
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