






















































































































































































































































































88.
West Hamilton. Despite possible set backs, the area as a whole has
a bright future. The differences between Westdale and South-West
Hamilton may grow sharper but, on the whole, West Hamilton should

form a more important district within the greater city of Hamilton.



CONCLUDING SUMMARY,
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY,.

In this urban study of West Hamilton, the first chapter was
devoted to the physical background and setting of the area. Then,
chapter twb dealt with the cultural influences, To help understand
the state of the present land use, Hamilton's history was covered.
Subsequently, chapter three dealt with the result of the interplay
between the physical conditions of chapter one and the human influ-
ence of chapter two, In this moee extensive section, various urban
functions were studied on an areal basis., Chapter four saw the pree
sentation of a few problems found in West Hamilton and the area's
role in the city of Hamilton. Finally the chapter ended with &
brief look at West Hamilton's future.

It was the purpose of this thesis to show how the environment
influenced man and how maﬁ modified this natural setting.

It appears that of the two the environment was the more influ-
encial, Had it not been for the Chedoke valley, West Hamilton would
have not developed the way it did. Furthermore, had it not been for
the presence of the Niagara escarpmeny and the Dundas marsh, the area
would have not become as important because of the impetus of the
flow of traffic, Transportation, therefore is the main reason-to-be
for West Hamilton but again transportation routes are directly in-
fluenced by natural conditions,

Onge the urban settlement is established, then the environment
tends to @ecline in importance in the face of man's remodelling
of the setting. The filling of the Chedoke valley, the exploitation

of depression for parks and the divergence of a stream into a sewa-

ge system are such man-made modifications. Nonetheless, environment
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still plays a dominant role., Would it not be for a cretain set of
conditions, such as gullies, certain uses of the land might have not
occured, such as first class residentdal districts. Again for exam-
ple, because the land elsewhere is flattish, a railway was introdu-
ced. A

It is quite clear therefore that, even as far as the future of
West Hamilton is concerned, a certain pattern of cultural develop=-
ment is almost entirely directed by the environment.

Ih addition to this interplay, there is a fascinating cultural
difference within West Hamilton., That is of course the relative
integration of Westdale and the comparative decentralization of
South-West Hamilton, It can be argued that, once more, this differen-
ce is due to physical conditions which have favoured the settling
of certain areas first, but it is also true that the basic differen-
ce between the two areas has its roots in human planning or lack of
it.

Once a set of conditions has been introduced by man within the
physical framework, the urban machinery has been set into motion,
one reaction attracting or causing another, For example the opening
to traffic on Main street West has attracted commerce and industry.
In turn these two functions attract more people, people more com-
mercial firms and so on. The process which, in theory at least, is
a never ending gne is not peculiar to West Hamilton alone but has
been most important, as far as transportation is concerned at least,

in the development of the area as it is known to-day,
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APPENDIX,

Appendix A,

Monthly average of mean temperature (degrees F.).

Ja.s 23 Ma.: 55 Se.: 61
Fe.: 23 Ju.: 65 Oc.: 50
Ma.s 31 Ju,s 71 No.: 38
Ap.: 43 Au,: 68 De, : 27

Yearly average: 46

Years of observation: 46.

Appendix B,
Average monthly snowfall in inches.

Average precipitation in inches,

Ja, s 15.,7----2,68 Mo, ==m————— 2,32 Se,t =m=mw—==2,87
Fe.: 13.3--=-=2.43 LS o e 2,64 W N e 2,60
Ma,: 10 bem==2, 74 N § ) DA S —— 3.09 No.: L4,3====2,56
Ap,: 1,8----2,21 Au,: =—===e==2,32 De,s 11,8----2,48

Total yearly precipitation: 30.93"
Total yearly snow : 58,2%
Years of observation : 46

Average number of days with measurable snow.

Jau s 13 Ma.s // Sep.: //
Fe.s 10 Ja, & fh Oc..s trace.
Ma,s 8 Ju.s // No.: L
Ap.: 4 Az s £/ Des.: 8

Total number of days:s 47

Years of observation: 13
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Appendix: C,

Method used in the classification of residences.
Distribution of the numerical values:
Real Estate value....eeeessseess808
Lécation

Physical,...5%

CUILATAl. . o o T conisine s e llOF
WBHDREE v ¢ o o o0 »50 rmin s ke O
Location BRE MiSCecesececccccccesZbocsssceeesTbtal 100%,

Basic values (third class);:

Real Estate value...$ 8,000,00

BREAtion, . wevseneenad 1,000,600

UpkeePe eeescscsvsnesd 800,00

BREBEE, o scors o seres el OO0

Second class=- all values are multiplied by a coefficient of: 2
First classe-- " - on » e - "o

Superior‘z- _____ n " L " e et " "oy 6.





