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Prefatory Obfervations.

1HE demife of the DUCHESS

OF KINGSTON being authentic

cated in England, the public prints

contained various anecdotes refpect-

ing that lady, which were either

wholly conjectural, or partially un

true. Obferving this, the Author

of the following DETAIL tranf-

mitted to the prefs fome particulars,

which he knew to be facts ; intend

ing them only as contributing, for

a time, to diurnal amufement. He

was folicited, however, to colleft,

and print them, in a different

form ; with a continuation, and

fuch
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fucn anecdotes as he could furnifh

from authenticity. The publica

tion in this friape, is now fub-

mitted to the world—The time ne-

ceffary to obtain, and bring from

Paris, an attefted copy of the

WILL of the Duchefs, is humbly
offered as an apology •, and its be

ing fo truly an original, will, it is

hoped, abundantly atone for the

procraftination.

The rap:Jfale of thefi'ft ImpreJJion, is ajlrong

prefinnpiive proof, that the faffs which are here

Jul,mited to the Public, have afforded no inconji-

derable foare of entertainment.

ME-



M E M O I R S,

&c. &c.

-/x S the deaths of thofe who have eminently

figured on the ftage of Being, always occafion

pofthumous animadverfion, the demife of fo

extraordinary a character as the late Duchess

of Kingston will, there is not a doubt, give

rife to a variety of details refpedting her life

and conduct. This is an age wheu the prying

eye of curiofity penetrates the privacy of every

diftinguifhed perfon ; neither the living nor the

dead eicape. The moft trivial purfuits of the

one, and the former table-talk of the other, are

expofed and narrated, with all the pomp of

importance, by fome officious hand, engaged

to furnifh anecdote for the world. The author

of the fubfequent account profeffeth a departure

B from
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from the cuftomarymode of detailing puerilities

of thought, expreffion, or habit. Such pueri

lities are but too prevalent, even where intel

lectual greatnefs moft abounds ; and it furely
is becoming the office of candour to veil, ra

ther than exemplify, the weakneffes of our

nature.

Elizabeth Chudleigh was well defcended,
from an ancient family, fituated in Devonfhire.

One of her male anceftors had a naval com

mand in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and

gallantly acquitted himfelf in the memorable

defeat of the SpaniJh Armada. She was born

in the year 1720, and her father was a Colonel

in the army, and had apoft in Chelfea college;

but, dying when me was at an early age, his

relict had the care of a daughter devolved on

her, with little more than the ufual penfion al

lotted the widow of an officer, for their mutual

fubfiftence. Thus narrowed in fortune, Mrs.

Chudleigh prudently availed herfelf of the beft

fubftitute for money
—good connections. Thefe

the rank, fituation, and habits of her hufband,

had placed within her power. She hired an

houfe fit, at that lefs refined period of time, for

a fafhionable town refidence; and fhe accom

modated an inmate, for the purpofe of adding

to the fcaniinels of her income. Her daughter

Eliza-
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Elizabeth was foon diflinguimed for a bril

liancy of repartee, and for other qualities highly

recommendatory, becaufe extremely pleafing.

An opportunity for the difplay of them, to

every advantage the poffeffor could reafonably

defire, offered at a moment when fortune was

benignantly difpofed. The father of our pre-

fent Sovereign had his court at Leicefter Houfe.

Mr. Pulteney, who then blazed as a meteor

in the hemifphere of oppofition, was honoured

with the particular regard of the Prince of

Wales. Mifs ChudleiGh was introduced to

Mr. Pueteney; and he obtained her, at the

age of about eighteen, the appointment of a

Maid of Honour to the Princefs ofWales. Mr.

Pulteney did more than thus place her in an

elevated ftation ; he endeavoured to cultivate

her underftanding. To him Mifs Chudleigh

read ; and
with'

him, when feparated by dis

tance, fhe literally correfponded. Some im

provement fhe obtained by this advantage, but

the extreme vivacity of her nature prevented

any confiderable acquirements. Her maxim,

on every fubject, was, according to her own

expreffion, to be " fhort, clear, and
furprifing."

A voluminous author was, conlequently, her

averfion ; and a prolix ftory, however intereft-

ing, difgufted her, merely from the circum-

iiance of prolixity. With fuch a pupil, Mr.

B 2 Pulte-
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Pulteney could laugh, and,, in defpair of

his literary inftru&ion making any deep im-

preffion op the mind of his adopted fair one, he

changed the fcene, and endeavoured to initiate

her in the fcience of ceconomy, inftead of

books. The value of a penny he had ftudied

to a nicety; one of his practical theoremswas,

that a man with the price of a pot of porter in

his pocket, fhould purchafe only a pint, how

ever extreme his thirft. This was the GREAT

William Pulteney, who, like other patriots,

without principle, degenerated into a Peer,

without honour, and died without the veftige

of regard for his memory being found in any

breaft that exifted at the time of his depar

ture.

The ftation to which Mifs Chudleigh was

advanced, combined with many attrac

tions, produced a number of admirers ; fome

of actual, others of expectant titles. Among

the former, was his Grace the Duke of Ha

milton, whom Mifs Qunning had afterwards

the good fprtune to obtain for a confort. The

Duke was pafliopately fopdofMifs Chudleigh,,

and the ardour with which he preffed his iuit,

attained the epd he then wiihed to accomplish,

which was, a folemp engagement on the part of

Mifs Chudleigh, that on his return from

making
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making a tour, for which he was preparing,

Ihe would become his,wife. There were rea-

fons why this event fhould not immediately
take place ; that the engagement would be ful

filled at the fpecified time, both parties coh-

fidered as a moral certainty. A mutual pledge

was given and accepted ; theDuke commenced

his propofed tour, and the parting condition

was, that he fhould write by every opportunity.

Mifs Chudleigh, of courfe, was reciprocally

bounden to anfwer his Grace's Ovidiaq epiftles.

Thus the arrangement of fortune feemed to,

have united a pair, who poflibly might have,

experienced much happinefs in the union ; for

between the Duke ofHamilton and Mifs Chud

leigh, there was a fimilarity of difpofition.

They were pot, however, to be joined. Dif-

truft was to take place of unbounded confidence;

and they were mutually to be diffatisfied with

each other, without either being culpable.

Mifs Chudleigh had an aunt whofe name was

Hanmer ; at her houfe Captain Hervey, the

late Earl of Briftol, vifited. To this gentle

man Mrs. Hanmer became fo exceedingly
par-

rial, that fhe favoured his views on her niece,

and engaged her efforts to effect, if ppffible, a

matrimonial connection. There were two dif

ficulties which would have been infurmountable,

jfnot oppofed by the fertile genius of a female.

Mifs
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Mifs Chudleigh difliked Captain Hervey, and

fhe was betrothed to the Duke of Hamilton.

To render the laft nugatory, the letters of his

Grace were intercepted by Mrs. Hanmer, and

his fuppofed filence giving offence to her niece,

ftie worked {o fuccefsfully on her pride, as to

induce her to abandon all thoughts of the lo^

Vtr, whofe paffion fhe had cheriflied with de

light. A conduct the reverfe of that imputed

to the Duke, was obferved by Captain Hervey.

He was all which affidnity could dictate, or at

tention perform. He had daily accefs to Mifs

Chudleigh, and each interview was artfully im

proved by the aunt, to the promotion of her

own views. The letters of his Grace of Ha

milton, which regularly arrived, were as regu

larly fuppreffed ; until piqued beyond longer

endurance, Mifs Chudleigh was prevailed on

lo accept the hand of Captain Hervey, and, by

a private marriage, to enfure a participation of

his future honours and fortune. The cere

mony was performed in a private chapel adjoin

ing the country manfion of Mr. Merrill. The

only furviving witnefs is a woman confiderably

advanced in years, who was a fervant in the

family *.

On

* This marriage was folemnized in the year 1744) at

Lair./'oi), in the county of Southampton ; aparifh in which

there



L 7 J

On a review of life, every reflecting mind

may eafily trace the predominant good, or evil

experienced, to fame wilful error, or injudici

ous miftake, which operated as a determinate

caufe, and gave the colour to our fate. This

was the cafe with Mifs Chudleigh ; for, the

hour in which fhe became united with Captain

Hervey, proved to her the origin of every fub-

fequent unhappinefs. There is a compliment

to the dead, exacted by ufage ; conformably to

which, we treat their names with reverence,

whofe deeds deferve the fevereft reproach. On

this principle it can only be faid, that the con

nubial rites were attended with confequences,

injurious to health, as well as unproductive of

fecundity ; and that, from the night following
the day on which the marriage was folemnized,
Mils Chudleigh refolved never to have farther

connection with her hufband. To prevail on

him not to-claim her as his wife, required all

there was only the houfe of Mr. Merrill. The certificate

runs as follows :

"
Marriages, Births, and Burials, in the parifh ofLain-

fron. 2d of Auguft, Mrs. Sufanna Merrill, relic! of

John Merrill, Efq. buried. 4th of Auguft, 1744, mar

ried, the Honourable Auguftus Hervey, Efquire, in the

parifh of Lainfton, to Mifs Elizabeth Chudleigh, daugh

ter of Colonel Thomas Chudleigh, late of Chelfea College,

deceafed. Byrne, ThomasAmis.''

the
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the art of which fhe was miftrefs. The befi

diffuafive argument was, the lofs of her fitu-

ation as Maid of Honour, fhould the marriage

be publicly known. The finances of Captain

Hervey not enabling him, at the time, tocom-

pCnfate fuch a lofs, moft probably operated as

a prudential motive for his yielding to the en

treaties of his wife. He did fo yield ; but in

a manner which, at times, indicated a ftrong
defire to play the tyrant. In fact, as the de

parted Duchess frequently expreffed the fitu-

ation of her feelings,
" Her mifery commenced

" from the arrival of Captain Hervey in Eng-

"

land, and the greateft joy fhe experienced

"
was the intelligence of his

departure."

Hence, whilft the fhtp in which he was to fail,
remained at Spithead, or in the Downs, fhe

was tremblingly alive with apprehenfion that

the deftination might be countermanded. A

fair wind out of the Channel, was the foother

of her mind ; and fhe was always extremely

inquifitive as to the duration of the voyage, or

cruize ; as well as the probable intervening ac

cidents which might ftill longer retard it. Such

were fome of the immediate confequences of an

union, biought about by artifice, effected clait-

deftinely, and originating, in the one party,

from pique, in the other, from a more repre-

henfible padion. The remote confequences of

this
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this moft unfortunate affimilation of body, not

hiind, will neceffarily appear in the fubfequent

detail. Let it be hoped, for the happinefs.of

the more amiable fex, that the cafe of Mifs

Chudleigh, in one fenfe1, is not applicable to

many of them. To her, matrimony was the

beginning of forrowsk

Mifs Chudleigh, now Mrs. Hervey, a

maid in appearance, a wife in difguife, feeme'd

to thofe who judge from externals only, to be

in an enviable fituation. Of the higher circles

fhe was the attractive Center ; of gayer life the

invigorating fpirit. Her royal miftrefs not only

fmiled on, but actually approved her. A few

friendfhips fhe cemented, and conquefts fhe

made in fuch abundance, that, like Csefar in a

triumph, fhe had a train of captives at her

heels. Yet, with all this difplay of happinefs,

fhe wanted that, without which there is. not

happinefs on earth—peace of mind. Her huf-

band, quieted for a time, grew obftreperous as

fhe became more the object of admiration. He

felt his right, and was determined to affert it.

She endeavoured, by letter, to negociate him

into peace ; but her efforts fucceeded not. He

demanded a private interview; and enforcing

his demands by
threats-

of expofure in cafe of

refufal, fhe complied through compulfion.

C The
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The meeting was at th? apartment of Captaitx

Hervey ; a black fervant only in the houfc

On entering the room where be fat, the firfi

thing done was to prevent her retreat by loek-

ing the door. What paffed may be
better1

imagined thart expreffed. The bofom of a

wife, burning with indignant rage for paft in*

juries fuftained in her health,, yet obliged to

fmothef the flame of refefltment, and affume

the mildnefs of Complacency. On the other

hand, an hufband, feeling himfelf the Lord

Paramount over a defeneelefs woman, whofe

hopes he had blafted, whofe peffoh he had de

filed. This, as the Duchefs, When fpeaking of

it, with tears in her eyes, ufed to fa)', was
"
an

aflignation with a
vengeance."

It ended, like

every interview which fhe had with Capta-in

HerVey, fatally for her. He would not per

mit her to retire, without conferring to that

commerce, delegable only When kindred fouls

melt into each other with the foft embrace.

The fruit of this meeting wasr the addition of

a boy to the human race. Csfar Hawkins, be

came the profeffiorial confidant on this oeea^

fion. Mifs Chudleigh removed to- Chelfea for

a change of air, and returned to Leicefter-

houfe, perfectly recovered from her indifpo-

iition. The infant foon funk into the arms

of
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of Death, leaving only the tale of his exiftence

to be related *.

While thefe and ^ variety of other circum

stances were paffing between Mifs Chudleigh

and her hufband, the Duke of Hamilton ar

rived from his travels. He loft not a moment

in paying homage to the idol of his affections,

and in having the myftery of all his letters be-

* The following is the evidence which Cafar Hawkins

gave, on the Trial of the Duchefs of Kingfton, relative to

the birth of the child, and the marriage of Mifs Chudleigh

with Mr. Har-uey.

£>ueftion. Do you, or do you not, know, that a child was

the fruit of that marriage ?

Cafar Hawkins. Yes, I do.

S>uefti(m. Can you tell their Lordfliips about what time

the child was born, and where ?

Anfiver. About the time I cannot tell.

Queftion. Inform their Lordfliips about what time this

might be ?

Anfuier. I fhould fuppofe about thirty years ago.

Queftion. Where was this child born r

Anfuier. At Chelfea, near to Chelfea College.

Shieftion. Was this marriage (with Mr. Harvey) and

the birth bf that child, at that time kept a fecret ?

Anfuier. I was told fo.

Queftion. Do you know what is fince become of that

child ?

Anfwer. I believe it died a little time afterwards.

C 2 ing
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ing wnanfwered, explained. Flighty, as in

other refpects he was, to Mifs Chudleigh his

conftancy remained unfhaken. The interview

develloped the whole, and placed Mrs. Han

mer in her true light, that of the authorefs of

mifchief. But as the palliatipn of paft evil, the

Duke made a generous tender of his band?

where his heart was already centered. The re

jection of this offer, which it was impoffible

to accept, and almoft as impoffible to explain

the reafon why it was rejected, occafiqned emo

tions in the Duke, which the heart can feel

better than the pen explain. Still mqre ; Mifs

Chudleigh was compelled to prohibit his vifits.

The fequel of his conduct is known. His

Grace and a noble Earl agreed to club their

follies, to keep each other in countenance, and

they both married two Hibernian Miffes, who,

in the hour of good fortune, had luckily brought

their ftpck^ in trade to a market, where beauty

frequently fetches an excellent price.

The Duke Of Hamilton, thus refufed by Mifs

Chudleigh ; the late Duke of Ancafter, and fer

veral other nobles experienced a fimilar fate.

This aftonifhed the fafhionable world, and the

mother of Mifs Chudleigh? who was a total

ftranger to the private marriage of her daughter,

reprehended her folly ip proper terms. At once

to
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tobe freed, at leaf&for a time, from the embar-

jraffments which environed her, Mifs Chudleigh

determined on travel as the mean. She embarked

for the Continent. Chofe the circle ofGermany
for her tour. She refided fome time at Berlin,
then went to Drefden ; and, as fhe afpired to

the acquaintance of crowned heads, fhe was gra

tified by the late King of Pruffia, who not only

converfed, but correfponded with her. It is not

by this meant thaj: there was any thing more in

his letters than what the politenefs of a gentle

man dictated to a lady, in fpirit and enterprize

above the level of her fex. The epiftles of Fre

deric, which confided of about four lines, writ

ten in a fcarcely legible hand, ferved Mifs Chud

leigh to gratify her vanity by talking about. But}
in the Electrefs of Saxony fhe found a friend,
whofe affection for her continued to the lateft

period of life. The Electrefs was a woman

pf fenfe, honour, virtue and religion. Her

letters were replete with kindnefs. While her

hand diftributed prefents toMifs Chudleigh out

of the treafury of abundance, her heartwas
inte-

reited for her happinefs. This fhe evinced, pend

ing the profecution for big2my, for at that time

a letter from the Electrefs to the Duchefs, con

tained the following paffage :— You have long
f experienced my love ; my revenue, my

pro-

f-f tection ; my every thing you may
command?

««
Come,
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Come, then, my dear life, to an afylum of

peace. Quit a country, where, if you are

" bequeathed a cloak, fome pretender may ftart

"

up, and ruin you by law to prove it your

,£
property. Let me have you at

Drefden."

This paffage is literally rendered from the

Frepeh.

Mifs Chudleigh returning from the Conti

nent, Lord Howe, who figpalized himfelf in

America the war before laft, became her fuitor.

Matrimony was out of the queftion ; but, an

intimacy fubfifting, the world then talked, as

the world now talks, a great deal of nonfenfe

in a moft abfurd ftyle. This garrulity, how

ever, neither leffened the confequence of Mifs

Chudleigh, nor interrupted her amufements.

She ran the career of pleafure, enlivened the

Court circles, each year became more ingra

tiated with the miftrefs whom fhe ferved ; led

fafhions ; played whift with Lord Chefterfield ;

rioted with Lady Harrington and Mifs Afhe ;

figured at a mafquerade, and laughed at the

lover whom fhe chofe not to favour with her

fmiles, with all the confounding grace of a

woman of quality. The reflection put off,

however, for the day, too frequently intruded

an unwelcome vifitor at night. Captain Her

vey, the hufband, like a perturbed fpirit, was

eternally
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eternally croffing
the1

path trodden by his Wife.

Was fhe in the rooms at Bath ; he Was fufe to

be there. At a rout, ridotto, or ball, there

was this fell deftroyer of peace, embittering

every pleafure, and blighting the fruit of hap
pinefs by the pe'ftilential malignancy of his gre-

fence. As a proof of his difpofition to annoy,

he menaced his wife 'with an irttimarion that he

Would dilclofe marriage to the Princefs of

Wales. In this Mifs Chudleigh anticipated

him, by being the firft relater of the circum-

ftance. Her royal miftrefs heard and pitied her.

She continued het patronage to the hour of her

death. At laff. a fffatagem was either fuggefted,

or it occurred to Mifs Chudleigh, at once to

deprive Captain Hervey^ of the power to claim

her t his wife. The clergyman who married

them was dead. The regifterbob'kwas in care-

lefs hands. An handfome compliment was paid

for the infpectibn^ and, while the perfon in whofe

cuftody it was, liftened to an amufing ftory,

Mifs Chudleigh tore out a part of the regifter.

Thus imagining the bufinefs accompliflied, fhe,

for a time, bid defiance to her hufband, whofe

tafte for the fofter fex yielding to a paffion of

an oppofite nattire, occafioned Mifs Chudleigh

a ceffation'of iiiquietude. Her better fate in

fluenced the heart of a man in her fa"vouf, who

was
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was the exemplar of amiability. This was the

late Duke of Kingfton.

The life, an outline of which is now fub-

mitting to the public judgment, was of fuch a

lingular commixture of propenfities, as to af

ford abundant matter for improving reflection.

That there is in the human breaft a ruling

paffion, by which the will is influenced, and

confequently the judgment finally determinedy

muft be evident to every inquifitive mind.
Tins'

paffion it is, which, ferving as the fpring of

action, gives rife to a conduct perfectly regu

lar, or wholly eccentric, as the producing caufe

is more or lefs bounded by fome higher motive.

Hence the neceffity there is. for fome fuperirt-

duced principle, as a check to the ruling paf

fion, whatever it be. Where this is wanting,

all is confufion ; errors engender fubftantlal ills,

and that portion of our exiftence contracted

within the narrow fpan of time, is doomed to

unhappinefs..

The fubject of thefe anecdotes was among the

too many eminent inftances of this. Settled prin

ciples fhe had none. Not that her deficiency arofe

fo much from vicioufnefs, as from ^ignorance.

Her mind, to borrow Mr. Locke's figure, was

a mere tabula rafa, a blank as to every thing

beyond
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beyondmortality. All with her centered in felf

and fenfation. Her ruling paffion was dif-

played in the acquirement of any fpecies of

property, the pofleffion of which gratified va

nity. This fhe hoarded with the gripe of a

mifer, or diflipated with the profufion of a

fpendthrift, when flattered by knavery or arti

fice into a mood of extravagance. The dia

monds fhe had amaffed were her travelling com

panions ; and fhe was always ready to defend

them, with a brace of piftols, at the hazard

,of her life. To her jewel box her orifons were

as regularly paid, as a devotee is found con-

ftant to her matins. She latterly flumbered over

abundance, nor was fhe ever awake to that glo

rious feeling with actuates natures truly noble,

and teaches them to confider a fuperflux of

wealth as the donation of heaven, granted in

truft for the relief of indigence, the foothing
of calamity, or the reward ofmerit. That the

late Duchefs of Kingfton had early in life the

power of being the diftributor of much good,

is certain ; to obtain the means was her princi-

object, to neglect the end, her general ha

bit. Her cunning, for of wifdom fhe poffeffed

not a ray, was'folely directed to gain. For

tunately for fociety, cunning is more frequently
defeated than fuccefsful. This was fo remark

ably experienced by our heroine, that a rela-

D lation
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lation of the cafe may ferve as a moral leffon to

the world—Thus, then, runs the ftory :

In the natural courfe of events, Captain Her

vey fuccecded to the Earldom of Briftol. With

rank there was fortune, and both were moft in

viting objects to a mind fordid and vain. When

a fucceffion to thefamilyhumours andrevenue be

came highly probable, a fhorr period before it

took place, Mifs Chudleigh went to the houfe of

Mr. Merrill, in whofe chapel fhe was married.

Her oftenfible reafon was a jaunt out of town—

Her real defign was to procure, if poffible, the

infertion of her marriage with Captain Her

vey in the book which, to deftroy the written

evidence of that marriage, fhe had formerlymu

tilated. With this view fhe condefcended toevery

artifice, and dealt out promifes with a liberal

hand. The officiating clerk, who like Scrub, in

the play,was a perfon of various avocations,was

to be promoted to the extent of his wifhes. The

book was managed by the Lady to her content,

and lhe returned to London fecretly exulting in

the excellence and fuccefs of her machination.

She did, it is true, fucceed, but it was in laying
the ground-work of that very evidence, which,

in conjunction with oral teftimony, operated

afterwards to her conviction and difgrace.

Here was cunning, defpicable cunning,
eu-

velloping the pofleflbr in a net of her own fa

bricating.
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bricating. No wonder, when her hour of de

gradation arrived, that me fell unpitied.

Thus conditioned was Mifs Chudleigh,
when the Duke of Kingston became her ad

mirer. Re-married, as it were, by her own

ftratagem, the participation of ducal honours

became legally impoffible. The chains of wed

lock, which the lady had been fo induftrious

in fhaking off, or putting on, as fcemed mod

promotive of her avarice, were now galling to

an excefs. Every advice was taken, without

the means of liberation being in the power of

human device to fuggeft. To acquiefce in that

which could not be remedied, feemed the der

nier refort. The Duke of Kingston's attach

ment was ardent, and truly fincere. He min

gled the friend with the lover ; nor was there

an endearing title under Heaven he would not

have affomed, could bat the affumption have

advanced the happinefs of Mifs Chudleigh.

For a feries of years they cohabited, yet with

fuch obfervance of external decorum, that al

though their intimacy was a moral, it was not

an evidenced certainty. That the felicity of the

Duke was in any means promoted by this union,
cannot be afferted confiftent with truth. The

parties were diametrically oppofite characters.

The Duke wasmild, gracious, unaffuming, and

D 2 feafhful
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baihful in the extreme. He had every grace

requisite in a man of rank. Orientation he fo

much detefted, that it was his cuftom, in per

ambulating the ftreets, to fold back the front

of his coat, fo as to hide the ftar; and when

ever by accident it was difcovered, the difclo-

fure caufed an involuntary blufh. His Lady
poffeffed very different qualities. In vociferat

ing anger fhe could fairly boaft an alliance with

Juno. Oftentatious fhe was to an excefs, and

lb little fublimed were her feelings, that the

groffeft flattery was an animating cordial to her

fpirits. It revived her when more rational fuc-

cours failed of effect. Thus contrarily gifted

and difpofed, the Duke and Mifs Chudleigh

were frequently on difcordant terms ; but fhe

had a ftrong hold of his mind, and the ufe fhe

made of it was, finally to ruin herfelf. The

Earl of Briftol, by time and attachments, had

grown fo weary of his connubial ftate, as to be

cordially defirous of a change. At firft, when

founded on the fubject of a divorce, he had

ufed this expreffion,
" I will fee the at the

"

devil, before her vanity fhall be gratified by
"

being a
Duchefs."

Afterwards, however,
there being a lady to whom he wifhed to offer

his hand, he fo altered his tone, as toexprefs a

readinefs to confent to any poffible means of an

nihilating the union fubfifting between him and

Mifs
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Mifs Chudleigh. The civilians were confulted

—a jactitation fuit was inftituted. The evi

dence who prove the marriage was kept

back.

Lord Briftol failing, as it was defigned he

fhould fail, in fubftantiating the marriage, a fen-

tence of the court, pronouncing the nullity of

the claim, concluded the bufinefs. The object

now to be obtained was, legal opinion as to the

operative power of fuch a fentence ; and the ci

vilians, highly tenacious of the rights of their

own courts, adjudged the decree not liable to

be difturbed by the interference of any extrinfic

court of judicature. Under conviction of per

fect fafety, the marriage between his Grace of

Kingfton, and Mifs Chudleigh, was publicly

folemnized *. The favours were worn by the

higheft

* The marriage ceremony was performed on the 8th day
ofMarch, 1769, in the church of Saint Margaret, Wefl-

minfter. The following is a copy of the regifter :

" No. 92. Marriages in March 1769. The Moft No-

" ble Evelyn Picrrcpont, Duke of Kingfton, • a Bachelor,

"
and the Honourable Elizabeth Chudleigh, ofKnightlbridge,

" in Saint Margaret's, Weftminfter, a Spinfter, were mar-

"
ried by fpecial licence of the Archbifliop of Canterbury,

"
this
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higheft perfonages in the kingdom *
; and,

during the life of the Duke, not any attempt

was made to difpute the legality of the proce

dure. The fortune was not entailed ; his

Grace had, therefore, the option to bequeath

it as feemed beft to his inclination. The heirs

fince, were then expectants ; their claims refted

on hope, not certainty. The Duchefs, for fo

ihe is now to be ftyled, figured without appre-

"
this 8th ofMarch, 1 769, by me, Samuel Harper, of the

" BritifhMufeum,

" This marriage was folemnized between us,

" KINGSTON.

" ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH.

" In the prefenee of

"

MASHAM,

" WILLIAM YEO,
;t A. K. F. GILBERT,
•' JAMES LAROCHE, Jei,-.
" ALICE YEO,
" J. ROSS MACKYE,
" E. R. A. LAROCHE,
"
ARTHUR COLLIER,

" C. MASHAM."

*
Their prefent Majefties wore favours on the oe«-

fion.

henfio*
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henfion of control. She was raifed to the pin

nacle of her fate, and for a very few years

did fhe enjoy that to which the chicanery of

her life had been directed to accomplifh, the

parade of title without that honour which only

can ennoble. To impede her in the career of

enjoyment,^ and finally put an end to all her

greatnefs, the Duke of Kingston died. His

will, excluding from every benefit an elder,

and preferring a younger nephew as his heir in

tail, gave rife to a profecution of the Duchefs,
which ended in the beggary of her profecutor,
and the exile of herfelf.

The demife of the Duke of Kingston was

not unexpected by thofe who obferve the feve-

ral premonitions of the King of Terrors. A

paralytic ftroke is among the harbingers of

mortal diflblution, which is fure to be followed

by the event announced. The Duke lingered

but a ihort time, and that time was employed

by his confort in journeying his Grace about,

under the futile idea, by change of air and

fituation, of retarding the irreverfible decree of

Omnipotence. At laft, when real danger feem-

ed to threaten, even in the opinion of. the

Duchefs, fhe difpatched one of her fwifteft-

footed meffengers to her iblicitor, the late Mr.

Field, of the Temple, requiring his immediate

attendance.
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attendance. He obeyed the fummons, and ar

riving at the houfe, the Duchefs privately im

parted her wifhes, which were, that he would

procure the Duke to execute, and be himfelf a

fubfcribing witnefs, to a will, made without

his knowledge, and more to the tafte of the

Duchefs, than the one completed. The diffe

rence between thefe two wills was this : The

Duke had bequeathed the income of his eftates

to his relict, during her life, and exprefsly un

der condition of her continuing in a ftate of

widowhood. Whether his Grace, in thus re-

ftraining her, did it in order to prevent the

difhonour of his memory, by the introduction

of an improper fucceffor ; or, whether he acted

from a confcioufnefs ofher extreme liability,wita

all her manoeuvring, to be impofed on, muft be

left to conjecture. Perfectly fatisfied, however,
as the Duchefs pretended to be with whatever

appeared to be the inclination of her deareft

Lord, fhe could not refill the feeming oppor

tunity of carrying her fecret wifhes into effect.

She did not relifh the Temple of Hymen being
fhut againft her. Earneftly, therefore, did fhe

prefs Mr. Field to have her own will immedi

ately executed, which left her at perfect liberty
to give her hand to the conqueror of her heart.

She was only, by fome years, on the wrong

fide of fifty ; and the celebrated Ninon de I'En-

clo.s,
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tlos, blobmed at threefcore, and captivated at

feventy. Here v>ras an example which evety

amorous grandmother might have in view ; and

extremely cruel would it be to reftrict ladieSj
ancient only in years, from matrimony, as the

mean to keep their blood within the bounds of

decorum. The Duchefs, in her anxiety to have

the reftraint fhaken off, had nearly deprived

herfelf of every benefit derivable from the de-

mife of the Duke. When Mr. Field was in

troduced to his Grace, his intellects were per

ceptibly affected. He knew the friends who

approached him, and a tranfient knowledge of

their perfons was the only indication of mental

exertion which feemed to be left him. Field

very properly remonftrated on the impropriety
of introducing a will, for execution, to a man

in fuch a ftate. His remonftrance Occasioned

a fevere reprehenfion from the Duchefs, who

reminded him, that he ought only to obey the

inftructions of his employer. Feeling, how

ever, for his profeffional character, he
pofitive-

ly refufed either to tender the will, or be in

any manner concerned in endeavouring to pro

cure the execution. With this refufal, he

quitted the houfe, the Duchefs beholding him

with an indignant eye, as the annoyer of her

fcheme, when, in fact, by not complying with

it, he proved her temporal Saviour ; for, had

E the
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the will fhe propofed, been executed, it would

moft indubitably have been fet afide. The heirs

would, confequently, have excluded the relict

from every thing, except that to which the

right of dower entitled her; and, the lady in

this, as in other refpects, would have been

ruined by her own ftratagem.

Soon after the frustration of this attempt, the

Duke of Kingston yielded to the ftroke of

fate. His will divulged, the funeral rites per

formed, and all other obfequial matters being

properly adjufted, the Duchefs embarked for

the Continent, propofing Rome for her tempo

rary refidence. Ganganelli at that time

filled the Papal See. From the moderation of

his principles, the confequent tolerant fpirit

which he, on every occafion, difplayed, and

the marked attention he bellowed on the Eng
lish, he acquired the title of the Proteftant

Pope. To Such a character, the Duchefs was

a welcome vifitor. Ganganelli treated her with

the utmoft civility, gave her, as a Sovereign

Prince, many privileges, and fhe was lodged

in the palace of one of the Cardinals. Her

vanity thus gratified, her Grace, in return, treat

ed the Romans with a public fpeclacle. She

had built an elegant pleafure yacht ; a gentle

man, who had ferved in the navy, was the

commander ;
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commander j under her orders, he failed for

Italy, and the veffel, at considerable trouble

and fome expence, was conveyed up the Ti

ber. The fight of an English yacht there was

uncommon. It drew the people in crouds to

the Shore, and the applaufe ran general through

the city. This feemed to be the ffira of festi

vity and happinefs ; but while the bark floated

triumphantly on the undulations of the Tiber,
a bufinefs was tranfacting in England which put

an. end to all momentary blifs. Mrs. Cra-

dock, a woman now living, who, in the ca

pacity of a domeftic, had been prefent during
the ceremony of marriage between Mifs Chud

leigh and Lord Bristol, found herfelf fo

reduced in circumftances, that fhe applied to

Mr. Field for pecuniary relief. He faw her,

andmoft injudiciously refufed her every fuccour.

In vain fhe urged her diftrefs, and the abfence

of the Duchefs, who was the only perfon on

whofe munificence fhe had the jufteft claim.

Field was deaf to her entreaties :: fhe then

told him what wasJn her power to difcover.

To many circumftances which fhe related, he

was an entire Stranger, and he affected to dif-

credit the reft. Mrs. Cradock ended the

interview with a menace, that She would make.

the relations of the Duke of Kingston ac

quainted with every important particular.-.—

E 2 Fieljt*
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Field fet her at defiance, and, thus expofed,to

penury, fhe was exafperated to vengeance, and

jnftantly fet about the work of ruin.

Llis Grace of Kingston had borne to his

grave, a marked diflike of one of his nephews.

His private reafon was well known to his confi

dential friends. Mr. Evelyn Meadows had

been in, and went out of, the Navy. Let it

fuffice to fay, that the Duke chofe him not for

his heir. He was one of the fons of Lady

Frances Pierrepont, Sifter of the Duke of

Kingston, confequently his nephew—but his

Grace liked him not. The gentleman ex

cluded his prefumptive heirship, joyfully re

ceived the information that a method of doing
himfelf Substantial juftice yet remained. He

faw Mrs. Cradock—heard the detail of evi

dence which fhe offered—and, perfectly fatis-:

fied as to every iota of the relation being true,

he, affifted by legal friends, had a Bill of In

dictment for Bigamy preferred againft the fup-:

pofed widow of the Duke of Kingston.

The Bill was found *—Mr. Field hai notice

of

* The following is a Copy of the Bill of Indictment.
Middlefe.x.

" The Jurors of our Sovereign Lord the now King,
t'

prefent, that Elizabeth the wife of Augujlus-John Her-
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of the procedure, and the Duchefs was pro

perly advifed to return inftantly to England,
and appear to the Indictment, to prevent an

outlawry. The intelligence appeared like a

tOOr

vey, late of the parifh of Saint George, Hanover Square,
in the county of Middlefex, Efquire, on the eighth day
ofMarch, in the ninth year of the reign of our Sovereign

Lord George the Third, now King of Great Britain, and

fo forth, being then married, and then the wife of the

faid Augufus-John Hervey, with force of arms, at the faid

parifh of Saint George, Hanover Square, in the faid

county of Middlefex, felonioufly did many and take to

hufband, Evelyn Pierrepont, Duke of Kingfton, (the faid

Augufus-John Hervey, her former hufband, being then

alive) againft the form of the flatute in fuch cafe made

and provided, and againft the peace of our faid Lord the

King, his crown and dignity ; and the faid Jurors, for

our faid Sovereign Lord the now King, upon their oath

aforefaid, farther prefent, that the faid Elizabeth, here

tofore, (to wit) on the fourth day of Auguft, in the

eighteenth year of the reign of our late Sovereign Lord

George the Second,, late King of Great Britain, and fo

forth, at the parifh of Lainflon, in the county of South

ampton, by the name of El>zal>cth Chudleigh, did marry

the faid Auguftus-John Hervey, and him the faid Auguftus-

John Hervey then and there had for her hufband. And

that the faid Elizabeth, being married, and the wife of the

faid Augufus-John Hervey, afterwards, (to wit) on the

eighth day of March, in the ninth year of the reign of

our faid Sovereign Lord George the Third, now King of

Great Britain, and fo forth, with force and arms, in the

faid parifh of Saint George, Hanover Square, in the faid
"

county
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too-powerful ekctrical
Shock—her nature with

difficulty fuftained it. On recovering the little

of her judgement which was left, fhe drove to

the houfe of Mr. Jenkins, a gentleman who

has acquired a large property by fmall means,

commencing: with the purchafe of the little

finger of a mutilated Statue, and ending in

what he now is, the banker to all the British

travellers who viSit the tutelary residence of

Saint Peter,

To baffle art by art, and defeat, by policy,

that which true wifdom could not oppofe with

3 probability of fuccefs, is the cuftom of every

hackneyed practitioner in the world. It is,

<'

county of Middlefex, felonioufty did marry, and take to,

*'

hufband, the faid Evelyn Picrrcpont, Duke of Kingfton,
" (the faidAuguft'us-John Hervey, herformer hufband, being
**
then alive) againft the form of the ftatute in fuch cafe

"
made and provided, and againft the peace of our faid So-

"
vereign Lord the now King, his crown and dignity.

"
O, T.

" True Bill.

"

Augufine Greenland,
"

Ann Cradock,
"

Chriflophcr Dixon,
•' Thomas Dodd,
"
SamuelHarper,

"
John

Foxart."

Sworn in the Court.

owipg^
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owing to their excellence in this fyitem, that

the fons of earth are fo much w'ifer, in their

feveral generations, than the children,of light.

The Duchefs of Kingfton was merely a woman

of cunning, fruiting folelyto her machina

tions for fuccefs. Hence the barometer of her

happinefs rofe, or was depreffed, as her multi

farious manoeuvres produced what her chime

rical fancy termed good or evil. The Slightest

check in the career of vanity ; the leaft failure

in the accomplishment of any vain-gloriou*.

project, occasioned a figh. What then mult

the profpect of being compelled to bid farewel

to all her greatwefs, have effected ! Thofe leaft

accuftomed to reflect, are the moft depreffed

by reflection. The attack made on the honours

of the Duchefs, Struck alfo at her principles

and character. She knew, and She felt, that if

the whole of her conduct Should be bared to

the light, a confummate degree of moral turpi

tude would appear. As to the marriage with

his Grace of Kingfton, the folemn opinions of

the Civilians might be urged in extenuation ;

but thofe opinions were obtained by partial

fafts only appearing to them. The EARL of

BRISTOL had boafted of a marriage. The

Lady whom he had denominated his wife, put

him to the proof of the marriage ; and with

perfect Safety fhe might do this, when fhe had

taken
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taken previous care to prevent the only witneft

who could prove the fact, from giving testi

mony in the caufe. Here was fraud; and, if

Lord Briftol acquiefced in it, there was collu-

fion. Another thing
—There was certainly ex

treme turpitude in the fact of destroying the re

gister of the marriage with the noble Earl, at

one time ; and there was the utmoft fordidnefs

in endeavouring to reftore fomething like it,

when likely to anfwer a felfifh purpofe. All

thefe circumftances of evil -

doing afforded

miferable themes for reflection ; and the period

was now arrived, when reflection came with

vengeance at her heels : but alternative there

was none. An immediate return to England

was the only meafure to be adopted ; and this

the opponents of the Duchefs had endeavoured

to prevent, by a fpecies of artful policy, ex

actly fuited to the Lady with whom they had to

deal. MR. JENKINS was then a banker.

The Duchefs had placed fecurities in his hands,

anfwerable for the fums fhe might occasionally

require. He was perfectly fecure in any
ad^

vance he might make; yet, apprized that the

Duchefs would call on him for money to de

fray the expence of her journey to England,

he avoided feeing; her. On the firft announce-

ment of his not being at home, it was palfed

over as a mere unfortunate incident; but on

the
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the vifits being repeated, and the denials being
as frequent, the conduct was juftly imputed to

defign. The fcheme was to delay the return of

the Duchefs, fo as that an outlawry might be

obtained, which, in the eye of imagination,

appeared the probable method of acquiring the

eftates of the late Duke. This was folly, be-

caufe the will of his Grace, in his own hand

writing, was fo guarded as not to be attacked

with the remoteft poffibility of fuccefs. Such,

however, was the idea; and from whatever

prefumeable motive it originated, MR. JENt

KINS affuredly coincided with the plan.

Aware of this, the Duchefs was inceffant in her

applications; and finding all her efforts to fee

MR. JENKINS fail, fhe pocketed a brace of

piftols, returned to his houfe, and receiving

the ufual anfwer that he was not at home, fhe

fat on the Steps of his door, and declared her

determined refolution there to remain until he

returned, were it for a week, month, or year.

She knew that bufinefs would eompel his re-,

turn;, and, finding it impracticable any longer

to elude an interview, MR. JENKINS ap

peared. As the Duchefs poffeSfed that bleSfed

gift of utterance, for which ladies of fpirit are

fometimes fo eminently famous, it may be

fuppofed, that the converfation with the banker

F w?vs
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ivas not of the mildeft kind. Money was de

manded, not afked. A little prevarication en-

fued ; but the production of a piftol ferved as

the moft pow erful mode of reafoning : the ne-

ceffary was obtained, and the Duchefs inftantly
quitted Rome.

We are now to behold the object of our fuc-

cinct detail, in a light pitiable in the extreme.

About to combat a profecution, the event of

which, the monitor within muft inform the

culprit, would be fatal ; a feries of reflections,

and each accompanied by a cenfure, crouding

on the mind, and putting the perturbed fpirits

on the rack of painful fenfatioo ; attended only

by domeftics, and wanting the confolation of a.

friend, each pace was a nearer approach to

mifery, and every hour only the anticipation of

future woe. This was enough to overpower

nature ; nor will it be deemed furprifing, that,
under Such oppreffive circumftances, the health

of the Duchefs fhould be violently attacked.

Her journey was retarded before fhe reached

the Alps. A fever feemed to feize on

her vitals. From that fhe recovered, to the

aftonifhment of her attendants. An abfcefs

then formed in her fide, which rendering it
im»

pofliblc for her to endure the motion of a car

riage,
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riage, a kind of litter was provided, in which

fiie gently travelled. In this Situation, nature

was relieved by the breaking of the abfcefs ;

and, after a tediouily painful journey, the

Duchefs reached Calais. At that place fhe

made a paufe, and there it was that her appre-

henfion got the better of her reafon. In idea

fhe was fettered, and incarcerated in the worft

cell of the worft prifon in London. She was

totally ignorant of the bailable nature of her

offence, and by confequence expected the ut-

moft to be imagined. COLONEL WEST, a

brother of the late Lord Delawar, whom the

Duchefs had known in England, became her

principal aflbciate ; but he was not lawyer fuffi-

cient to Satisfy her doubts.

By the means of former connections, and

through a benevolence in his own nature, the

EARL of MANSFIELD had a private inter-

eourfe with the Duchefs. Without mention

ing the place of meeting, fuffice it to obferve,

that this venerable Peer, who, having nearly

finished his courfe, is now fubliming in fpirit

preparatory to the fruition of cceleftial happi

nefs, conducted himfelf in a manner, which

did honour to his heart and character. Her

fpirits foothed, and her futile apprehenfions re-

F 2 moved
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moved by the interview, the Duchefs embarked

for Dover, landed, drove poft to Kingfton

Houfe, and found friends difplaying both zeal

and alacrity in her caufe.

The prefent DUKE of NEWCASTLE was

Steadily devoted to her welfare. The DUKES

of ANCASTER and PORTLAND teftified

their Sincere good wishes * ; LORD MOUNT-

STUART Shewed, in numerous instances, his

kindnefs ; and there were not wanting a circle

of other distinguished perfon^ges, who, repro

bating the profecution as originating in merce

nary and vindictive motives, conceived
them-

felves to be juftified in protecting, as far as in

theif power lay, the object perfecuted. The

* Lord BARRINGTON alfo preferved, to the laft hour

of her life, a truly fincere attachment for the Duchefs. On

her trial, he was called as an evidence, and the queftions

■put to him, being intended to extort what hadpafTed in pri

vate converfation, his Lordfhip, with a great degree of

firmnefs, declined giving any anfwer. The Peers withdrew,

and on returning, delivered it as their opinion, that the

Noble Lord was bounden to anfwer the queftions. He

fHP, however, refufed ; and, to get rid of the bufinefs, the

.lefuons which had been propofed, were foftened, and his

further teflimony was difpenfed with. The Duchefs and

/. 01 dHarrington conitantly correfpondtd,

firft
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firft meafure taken was to have the Duchefs

bailed. This was done before LordMansfield,

his Grace of Newcaftle, Lord Mountftuart,

Mr. GLOVER*, and other characters of rank

attending. This difagreeable matter adjufted,

the manner of adjusting it was fuch as to fo-

lace the mind, and prepared it for a greater

encounter. It is in the constitution of fublu-

nary things, that the endurance of evils is the

* Philips Glover, Efq. a Lincolnfhire gentleman, inde

pendent in fortune, and in foul. His word, given even on

occafions the moft trivial, is veracity itfelf. Profeffions he

makes not ; unlefs they are fuggefted by the feelings of his

heart. To duplicity his nature is fo infinitely averfe, that

on the flighteft appearance of it, his indignation is aroufed ;

not meaning to trifle with others, hewillnot fuffer the moft

exalted characters to trifle with him. Of this he gave a fig-

nal inftance, when the late Marquis ofRockingham, being
theMinifter, betrayed an inclination to difpenfe with a pro-

mife he had given Mr. Glover, to place a lad in the Charter

Houfe. The Marquis played the Courtier, forgetting the

nature of the man with whom he had to deal. After feve-

ral attempts to evade, Mr. Glover brought the matter to

iffue, by requefting a Peer to tell the Marquis, who was

his friend,
" That if he did not immediately perform his

"

promife, he wouldpull hisfkin over his ears, and that at a

:*' public meeting in his ov.m
county"

This language foon

fettled the matter ; and the lad whom Mr. Glover had pa

tronized, filled the vacancy at the Charter Houfe. ,Mr.

Cloverwas an intimate friend .of the Duke ofKingfton.

lot
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lot of mortality ; and it is in the benignant Ora

der of Heaven, that the worft evils fhould be

endurable, by happening fo progreffively, as

that our natures are tempered, by gradation, t9

the infecility of their condition^

The profecution, and confeqnent trial of the

Duchefs, becoming objects of magnitude, the

public curiofity and expectation were pro-

portionably excited. The Duchefs had, through

life, distinguished hcrfelf as a moft eccentric

eharacter. Her turn of mind was original, and

many of her actions were without a parallel*

Even when She moved in the fphere of amufe-

merit, it was in a Style peculiarly her own. If

others invited admiration by a partial difplay
of their charms, at a mafquerade, She at once

threw off the veil, and fet cenfure at defiance.

Thus at a midnight affembly, where Bacchus

revelled, and the altars of Venus were encircled

by the votaries of Love, the Duchefs, then de*

nominated Mifs Chudleigh, appeared almoft iri

the unadorned fimplicity of primitive nature-.

Whether to demonstrate how nearly fhe wa9

allied to her anceftrefs, Eve, before the fall ;

or, whether from a religious veneration of the

cuftoms which prevailed in Eden ; whatever

was her motive, certain it is, that She was every

thing
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thing but naked *; and yet, like our Sirft parents,

fhe was not afliamed. Thus erratic in her na

ture, the dilemma into which fhe was thrc* 1

by the pending profccution, wasfc&rcely more

than might be expected to happen to fuch a

character. She had, in a manner, invited the

disgrace, by neglecting the means of prevent

ing it. Mrs. Ckadock, the only existing evi

dence againft her, had perfonally folicited a

maintenance for the remaining years of her

life. On a certain annual Stipend being fettled

on her, fhe had voluntarily offered to retire to

her native village, and never more intrude.—

This offer was rejected by the Duchefs, who

would only confent to allow her twenty pounds

a year, on condition of her fequeftering herfelf

in fome place near the Peake of DerbyfJoirt,

This the Duchefs considered as a moft liberal

offer ; and, She expreffed her aftonifhment that

the
" Old

devil"

as fhe ufed to call her, fhould

have had the affurance to reject it. To her coft

in purfe, and to her agony in mind, it was re

jected with the utmoft fcorn, and fhe who wa»

* This alludes to her appearance in the character of

IPH1GEN1A, at a Jubillee Ball, in the year 1744, An

exact delineation of her drefs, is given in the Frontifpiec*

of this Detail.

refufedi
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refufed a paltry pittance, except on condition

of banifhment for life, might afterwards have

reveived thoufands to abfeond. The impulfe of

fear would produce what the feelings of huma

nity never could call forth.

From the moment in which the recognizances

for the appearance of the Duchefs were entered

into, a fcene of law difejoied itfelf. Books of

cafes were purchafed in abundance, precedents

were blotted with ink, the pages doubled down,

and pins Stuck in the feveral notes of reference.

Inftead of travelling like a Jew pedlar, with a

diamond box at her back, Taylor's Ele

ments ofCivil Lav?, Coke's Inflitutes, fome hif-

tory of the Privileges of Peers to be doubly

married, or a volume of the State Trials, gar^

nifhed the coach in which the Duchefs drove

from his Grace of Newcastle to Mr. Arm

strong, the Sheriff's officer. By the gentle^

men of the robe, as it may be naturally
fuppof-

ed, the Duchefs was furrounded, and fo cha

ritably were they difpofed, that they gave her

every confolation She could wiSh. The civili

ans were armed at all points to prove, that a

fentence of their courts was an effectual bar to

the admiffion of evidence. Like Fate, an ec-

elefiaftical decree was irrevocable. The com

mon
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foion lawyers, on the other hand, fmiled, or

affected to fmile, at the idea of a convi&ion.

Jt was a mere phantom conjured up in the hour

of difmay for the purpofe of affrighting. Under

thefe affurances, the Duchefs was as quiet as

the troublefome monitor in her bofom would

give permiffion. When a gentle hint of poC-

fible danger was fuggefted by any of the difin-

terefted few, the mercenary many inftantly
foothed all into peace. Reconciled, therefore,
in fome meafure, to the encounter, the repofe

of the Duchefs was, on a fudden, interrupted

by an adverfary from a different quarter. This

was no lefs celebrated a perfonage than the

late Samuel Foote. The circumftancewas as

follows :

Mr. Foote, as a cotemporary, and mixing,

as he did, in the firft circles of fafhion, was

perfectly acquainted with the leading tranfao

tions of the Duchefs's life. Befide this, he had

received much private information from fome

perfon who had lived in the houfe with her.

The fufpicion, at the time, fell on a Mifs

Penrose, a young lady who had experienced

fo many gracious promifes from the Duchefs,
that fhe only found it neceffary to provide for

herfelf until they were accomplished. Who-

G ever
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ever furnifhed the intelligence, it certainly

was of the moft private kind, and, poffeSfing

it, Foote refolved to make fomething of what

he thus knew. As, in the opinion of Man-

deville, private vices are public benefits, fo

Foote deemed the crimes and follies of indi

viduals convertible into advantage by the amal-

gamy of wit. On this principle, he proceed

ed with the Duchefs of Kingfton. He had

written a piece, entitled,
"
A Trip to

Calais."

The
Scenes'

were humorous, the character of

the
Duchefs1

'was molt admirably drawn, and

the effect was accomplished ; which was, that

fhe Should lee, and be aShamed of, herfelf. The

real defign of Foote was, to obtain axonfiderable

fum of money from the Duchefs, for fupprefs-

ing the piece. With this view he contrived to

have it communicated to her Grace, by an in

different perfon, that the Haymarket theatre

would open with the entertainment in which

fhe was, as the phrafe is, taken off to the life.

This was intended to alarm, and it did effectu

ally alarm her. She fent for Mr. Foote. Lie

attended, with the piece in his pocket. She

defired him to read a part of it. He obeyed ;

and proceeding in the character ofLady Kitty

Crocodile, his auditoreis could no longer for

bear. She arole, in a violent paffion, and ex

claimed,
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claimed,
" This is fcandalous, ..Mr. Foote !

^ Why, what a wretch you have made me
!"

*e You ! (replied the humourift)
"

this is not;

" defigned for your Grace ; it is not
you,'."

After a few turns about the room, .theDuchefs

calmed her turbulence, and afluming a-.fmile,

entreated it as a tavour that Mr..Foote would

leave the piece for her perufal, engaging at the

fame time to return it on the
enSuing-

morning-.

He readily complied. The carriage was or

dered, and he took his leave.: f Left 'thus to

confider her own picture, fomuch- did herGrace

diflike it, that She determined, if poffible, to

prevent the expofure of it to publicview.,. As

the artift had no objection to felling; itr She in

clined 40 be the pUrchafer. This .was the; next

piorhing made known to Foote, .ywhp-.was

questioned as to the fum which would Satisfy
hirri for fuppfeffing piece* Proportioning
his expectations to her power of gratifying

them, he demanded Two Tjapu.SA^D Pounds,

and to be paid a certain furjjj iffi compensation

for a: lofs which, he. pretended j w'quld-be l-uf-

tainedby the fcenes defigned f@r 'the ."Trip

-/«

Calais,"

being -appropriated pj> other :_uies.

, The enormity of this demand jftsggertad the

Dudhefs. By meSfages She intimated"' her ex!-

■ treine furprize, .and a wifjh, thatirthe. reque-ft

G 2 were
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weremoderated within the boundary of reafon.

Imagining that fhe rnufl at laft comply, Foote

would not abate one guinea. She offered him

fourteen, then ftxte&n hundred pounds, and had

actually a draft on Meffrs. Drdmmokd, for that

fum, for his acceptance. This yielding, only

induced Foote to think he fhould finally fuc-

ceed, until by grafping at too much, he over-.

flood his market, and loft every thing.

The demand made byFoote on theDucHESs,
might,at anytime excej t the particular juncture

in which it was urged, have paffed among the

other indifferent eventsof the hour, aswholly un-

meriting the public notice. There are innumer

able incidentswhich Start up, like bubbles on the

water, and are daily carried down the ftream of

time, without even exciting obfervation, much

lefs interesting our attention. Self, or what a

man of worth confidereth as his other felf, a

friend, muft be engaged, before we are Stimu

lated to take an a&ive part in any pending
bu«

finefs of whatever nature. It was. thus in the

cafe now relating. Thofe, long connected with

the Duchefs, and in, eftablifhed habits of inti

macy, felt the attack made on her, as directed

by a ruffian hand, at a moment when fhe was,

ef all moments of her life, the leaft abfe tp

make
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pake any refiftance. A bill of indictment had

been found. At the hazard of her life had fhe

journeyed, from Rome to London, to abide

the confequences of a moft ferious prpfecutioft.

During her abfence, every method had been

adopted by her opponents, to degrade her io

the public opinion ; and, now, that fhe had

come fairly forward to meet her fate, it was

no more than a common principle of equity

that, pending the fuit againft her, all fhould be

quiefcent. Every alien attack was criminal

barbarity. To prejudice was to bias ; and, the

confequence of the Public, and of Judges as

component parts of that public, being biaffed

againft a culprit, had been fatally experienced

in a variety of instances.—There was another

upapfwerable plea in bar to any wanton or ma

licious attack. This was the Sex of the party

profecuted. For women, men fhould ever feel,
and feeling, fhould ever be their advocates.

With all their faults they are the folacers of

life ; and, when virtue is blended with their

charms, they become irrefiltible. It was vain»

however, altogether vain, to fuppofe that Foot^

could be foftened, by what would melt down,

as it were, the feelings of others, in the mould

of compaffion. Mr. Foote abounded in wit

a#d mimicry, and, both united, fpared nei

ther
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ther age, fex, nor condition. Inftead of a pif,

tol, he had a libel in his hand; this he prefented

to the bofom of a female, and threatened to di

rect the contents to her heart, unlefs fhe deli

vered to him Two Thousand Pounds. The

.critical period in which this attempt was made,

as before, intimated, was fuch as to intereft every

friend of the Duchefs, in her behalf. His

Grace the Duke of Newcasi le was confulted.

The Chamberlain of the Houfhold was apprized

of-

the circumftance ; and, his prohibitory in

terference was earneftly folicired. He fent for

the manufcript copy of trie
"

Trip to
Calais"

perufed and cenfured it. This occasioned a

remonstrating letter
* from Foote, to the Earl

of

* Letter from Mr. Foote to the Earl ofHertford,

"

My Lord,

" I did intend troubling your Lordfhip with an earlier

"
addrefs, but the day after I received your prohibitoryman-

"
date, I had the honour of a vifit from Lord Mountituart,

"
to whofe interpo&tion I find I am indebted for your firft

"

commands, relative to the Trip to Calais, by Mr. CheN

"
vvynd, and your final rejection of it by Colonel Keen.

" Lord Mountftuart has, I prefume, told your Lordfhip,
"
that he read with me thofe fcenes to which your Lord-

"

fhip objected, that he found them collefted from geijera'

"

nature, and applicable to none but thofe who, through

"

confcioufnefs, were compelled to a felf-application. To

" fuch minds, my Lord, the Whole Duty ofMan, next to
"
the
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of He'rtforb, at that time in office.
BeSide"

thefe, and other powerful aids, the Duchefs

called

"the Sacred Writings, is the fevereft fatire that ever was

"
wrote ; and to the fame mark, if Comedy directs not her

"
aim, her arrows are fhot in the air ; for by what touches

"
no man, no man will be mended. Lord Mountftuart

" dellred that I would fuffer him to take the play with him,
"
and let him leave it with the Duchefs of Kingfton : he

" had my confent, my Lord, and at the fame time an af-

M
furance, that I was willing to make any alteration that

'" her Gracewould fuggeft. Her Grace faw the play, and,

" in confequeiice, I faw her Grace ; with the refult of tha«

"
interview, I ihall not, at this time, trouble your

Lord-

«' fliip. It may, perhaps, be neceffary to obferve, that her

" Grace could not difcern, which your Lordfhip, I dare
"

fay, will readily believe, a fingle trait in the charafter of

"

Lady Kitty Crocodile, that refembled herfelf.

" After this reprefentation, your Lordfhip, will, I doubt
"

not, permit me to enjoy the fruits of my labour ; nor

"
will you think it reafonable, becaufe a capricious indivi-

" dual has taken it into her head, that I have pinned her

"
ruffles away, that I fhould be punifhed by a poniard

" ftuck deep in my heart : your Lordfhip has too much

"
candour and juftice fo be the inftrument of fo violent and

" ill-directed a blow.

" Your Lordfhip's determination is not only of the

"
greatefl: importance to me now, but muft inevitably de-

"
cide my fate for the future, as, after this defeat, it will

" be impoffible
.for.

me
.to,

mufter up courage enough to

" face Folly again ; betweea the mufe and the magiftrate

"
thers



C 43 }

called in jurifprudential advice. The Sages or

the Robe were confulted, and their opinions

were,
" That the Piece was a malicious libel,

"
and that fhould itbe feprefented, a fhort-hand

"
writer ought to employed by the Duchefs to

"
attendon the night of reprefentation, tominute

"
each offenfive paffage, as the ground-work

"
of a
profecution."

This advice was followed,

becaufe confonant with the ideas of theDuchefs,

"
there is a natural confederacy ; what the laft cannot

"
punifh the firfl often corrects ; but when fhe finds her-

" felf not only deferted by her ancient ally, but fees him

"
armed in the defence of her foe, fhe has nothing left

but

"
a fpeedy retreat : Adieu then, my Lord, to the flage.

" Valeat res ludicra, to which, I hope, I may with juftice

"
add, plaudite, as, during my continuance in the fervice

"
of the Public, I never profited by flattering their paffions,

*'
or falling in with their humours, as upon all occafions,

" I have exerted my little powers (as indeed I thought it

'*

my duty) in expofing follies, how much foever the fa

s'
vourites of the day ; and pernicious prejudices, however

"
protected and popular. This, my Lord, has been done,

" if thofe may be believed who have the bgft right to know,
" fometimes with fuccefs ; let me add too, that in doing
"
this I never loft my credit with the Public, becaufe they

« knew that I proceeded upon principle ; that I difdained

"

being either the echo or the inftrument of any man; how-
"
ever exalted his Station, and that I never received reward

"
or protection from any other hands than their own.

" I have the honour to be, Sec.

" SAMUEL
FOOTE."

who,
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who, by this time^had bcecme a very great Law-

ycrefs. Elaxchard was the pcrfon felected in

preference to Gurwey, and his admiffion fee to

one of the fide boxes, being properly guaranteed,
a compleat entrapment was fuppofed to be laid

for Foote. Whether he received private inti

mation of the fcheme, or he found his

attempt on the purfe of the Duchefs, excite the

difpleafure of thofe wbofe favours were of confe-

quence. to him ; whatever cau fed the intimida

tion, intimidated he began to be. The proof

which he gave of it was, a denial that he ever

had made fo exorbitant a demand as Two

Thousand Pounds for the fuppreSfion of the

piece. This denial much contributed to hisln-

jury, becaufe the Rev. Ms. Fost.br,
*
a clergy

man

* Mr. Fo-bter had, in the early part of life, been fe

lected by old Edward Wortlcy Montague, the hufband of the

late celebrated Lady Mary, and the father of the prefent

Lady Bute, to fuperintetid the
education-

of that very eccen

tric character, the late Edward ll'ortley Montague. Foster

was perfectly qualified for the (ration of a private tutor, but

his pupil was fo exceedingly difpofed-to fly oft", it were,

inatangent, as to render it utterly impoffible to
fixhisattcn-

tion to any thingworthy purfuit.
After thrice running away,

and being difcovered by his father's valet, crying founders

about the ftreets of Depfford, he was fent to theWeft-Indies,

whither Fofter accompanied him. On their return to Eng

land, a good-natured ftratagem was practiced to obtain a

temporary fupply of money from old Montague, aud at the

,H fw
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man of refpectability, considerably advanced

in years, and who had through life mingled

with the great world, came voluntarily forward,
and made an affidavit of the following facts :

" That in confequence of the threat to perform

"
the Trip to Calais, he waited on Mr. Foote,

"
and remonftrated with him on the extreme

*'

barbarity of fuch an attack, at fuch a par-

"
ticular juncture. That Mr. Foote had only

"
agreed to fupprefs the piece, on his receiv-

fame time to give him a
favourable'

opinion of his fern's at-

tenticn to a particular fpecies of erudition. The ftratagern,

was this :
" Foster writ a book which he eniitled,

" The

" Rfe and Fall of the Roman
RepM'cs."

To this he fub-

joined the name of Edward Hartley Montague, jun. Efq^

Old Wortley, feeing the book advertifed, feut for his fo.n,

and gave him a Bank Note of o :e hundredpounds, promifing

him a fimilar prefent for every new edition which the book,
fhould pafs through. It was well received by the Public,

and, therefore a fecond edition occafioned a fecond fupply.

It is now in libraries with the name ofWortleyMontague, pre

fixed as the author, although he did net write a line of it.

Mr. Foster was afterwards Chaplain to the celebrated Sir

1irMiam Wyndham : he then went toPetcrjiurgh, in'the fuite

of the Englifh Ambaflador. Many years afterwards, he be

came acquainted with the Duke of Kingfton, and, on the

demife of his Grace, the Duchefs appointed him her do-

meftic Chaplain. He accompanied her on her firfr vifit to

Peterfburgh, and the Emprefs, whohadknown him before,
gave him an appointment in the academy, annexing a flipend

out of her privy purfe. This appointment he held a fliort

jime, and died in the e'ghty-ftxtbyear of his age.

«•

in§
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"

ing from the Duchefs the fum of Two Thou-

%<_fand
Pounds."

This affidavit was fo complete

a refutation of the denial, as not to leave it in

the power of ingenuity to retort, and with the

Public, the testimony of Mr. Fofter had every

defired effect.

Thus defeated in point of fact, Foote found

himfelf baffled alfo in point of defign. The

Chamberlain would not permit the piece to be

reprefented. Foote tried the force of his con

nections ; but it was the effort of weaknefs

againft inflexibility. Here the utmoft which

his humour could do, was to fupport a laugh

at the expence of his purfe. He was to be

merry in fadnefs—for fadnefs the lofs of fixteen'

hundred pounds mutt privately have occafioned.

So little did
Foote'

reliih the deprivation of

this fum, that he opened a new ne^ociation with

the Duchefs, cauling it to be intimated to her,
" That it was in his power to publifh, if not to

"
perform; but that were his expences reim-

"

burfed, (and the fum which her Grace had

"

formerly offered him, would do the bufinefs)
" he would

deSiSt."

This intimation being
communicated to the Duchefs, fhe did in this,

as in too many cafes, afk the opinion of her

friends, with a fecret determination to follow

her oWn. Foote finding that fhe began to

H 2 yield*
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yield, prefied his defire inceffantly; and fhe

had actually provided bills to the amount of

Sixteen hundred pounds, which fhe would have

given Foote, but for the following circumstance :

The Earl of Peterborough, Doctor Isaac

Schomberg, the Rev. Mr. Foster, and Mr.

Field tec Solicitor, were alternately confulred,

and they feverally reprobated the demand as a

Scandalous imposition, with which it would be

vveaknefs to comply. Doctor Schomberg,
in particular, declared,

" That although he

" had been for many years intimate with FoOte,
"

and had Spent fome of the pleafanteSt hours

"
of his life in his company, yet he would tell

" him to his face, as a man, that he deferved

**
to be run through the body for fuch an at-

'■'

tempt. It was more ignoble than the con-

4 duct of an
highwayman."

This pointed

language, dictated, as every utterance from

the lips of Laacj Schomberg was, by the feel

ings of an honourable heart, had considerable

effect ; but Still the Duchefs dreaded the pen,

almoft as much as the personified humour of

Foote; and of the powers of literary defence

flie was herSelf entirely dcititute. In this junc

ture of alarm, the Reverend Mr. Jackson, who

was at that time Editor of a political paper in

fome estimation with the oppofitionifts to the

ruinous meafures of Lord North, being afked

hi?
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his opinion of the demand made by Foote, re-*

turned this anfwer:
" Inftead of complying

"
with it, ycur Grace Should obtain complete

(<
evidence of the menace and demand, and

"
then confult your Coupfel whether a profe-

"
cution will not lie for endeavouring to extort

"

money by threats. Your Grace muft re-

"
member the attack on the firft Duke ofMarl-

"

borough, who was endeavoured to be menaced

" into compliance by a Stranger, who had form-

"
eel a deiign either on his purfe or his inte-

" reft."This anfwer Struck the Earl of Pe

terborough, and Mr. Foster, very forcibly,
as in perfect coincidence with their own opi

nions. His Grace the Duke of Ancaster alfo

accorded in idea. Mr. Jackson was then fo-

licited to wait on Mr. Foote; Mr. Folter, the

proper Chaplain of the Duchefs, profeffing
him-

felf to be too far advanced in years to enter the

field of literary combat. Mr. Jackson con-

fented to be the champion, on the fubfequent

condition,
" That the Duchefs.would give her

" honour never to retract her determination not

"
to let Foote extort from her a fingle

guinea."

Subfcribing to this condition, Mr. Jackson

waited on Mr. Foote, at his houfe in Suffolk-

ftreet, adjoining the Haymarfeet Theatre. Af

ter the ufual ceremonies, Mr. Jackfon told him,
" That he came as a friend of the Duchefs of

"

Kingfton,
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"

Kingfton, and wished to be favoured with a

"
categorical anfwer to this queition, whether

" Mr. Foote meant to publifh the piece which

"
the Chamberlain had refufed to licenfe, called

" ATrip to
Calais?"

Mr. Foote was about to

enter into a long detail reflecting the vaft ex-

pence which had been incurred, when Mr.

Jackfon interrupted him thus : ",If, Sir, you
"

mean, by informing me of the expence, to

" intimate an expectation that the whole, or

"

any part of it, fhould be defrayed by the

"

Duchefs, I fairly tell you that you will find

"
yourfelf mistaken; She will not give you

"
one
guinea."

Foote endeavoured to turn this

off by a laugh, and infU-ad of replying to the

point, he begged Mr. Jackfon would hear him

read the letter which he had written to the Earl

of Hertford, complaining of the hardship of

prohibiting the reprefentation.of a piece, merely

becaule fome Jady ofquality might fuppofe her-

felf ridiculed for pinning her ruffles awry ; and

although there was point, wit, and brilliancy
in it, yet it was not an anfwer to the queftion.

Mr. Jackfon, therefore, finally repeated it,

when Mr. Foote faid,
"

O, I Shall certainly
"
publifh the piece, unlefs the Duchefs will

"
confider the heavy lofs which I Shall fuftain.

" But why the devil does Ifaac Schomberg
inter-

" fire? We Should hunt down thefe reps of

"

quality
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e*. quality in couples. BcSides, Lady Kitty
tc Crocodile will fuit nine, out often, widows

"
of fafhion in the kingdom. Their damned

"
tears are like a fjczver \x\Junfhine, refreshing

"
their weeds, and making their faces look the

f
brighter."

Mr. Jackfon, on this, wilhed

Mr. Foote a good morning, and was about to

retire, when Foote put his hand on his Shoul

der, and faid,
" What ! and fo I am to be at-

"
tacked if I publilh The Trip to

Calais"

Mr.

Jackfon replied,
" The publication will be an

"
at ack from you, Mr. Foote, the effect of

"
which, I, as the friend 'of the Duchefs, will

tc do my urmoft to
prevent."

Here the inter

view ended.

Foote, however, Still wifhed to have 'matters

compromifed, and a to take place. To

accomplish this, he addreffed a letter to the

Duchefs, which began by Stating,
" That a

" Member of the Privy Council, and a friend

"
of her Grace, (by whom he meant the Duke

(C

of Newcaflle) had converfed with him on the

" fubject of the dispute between them ; and

"
that for himfelf he was ready to have every

(e

thing
adjufted."

This letter gave the Du

chefs a triumph. There was conceffion in every

line. She fent forMr. Jackfon. Thanked hirft

fen thoufand times for his interference. De«

elated
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clared that he had faved her fixteen hundred

pounds. She Shewed him the letter which fhe

had received from Foote, and defired him, in

her name, to anfwer it, and publifh both. This

he declined, alledging, that a newfpaper con-

troverfy would degrade her. She, however,
thought otherwife ; and the town was amufed

by the following correspondence paffmg between

the Duchefs, and her mimic antagonist :

" To her Grace the Duchefs of Kingfton.

"

Madam,
c"

A Member of the Privy Council, and a

" friend of your Grace's, he has begged me

'•
not to mention hjs name, but I fuppofe your

c- Grace will eafily guefs him, has jult left me ;

he has explains*! to me, what I did not con-

"

ceive, that the publication of the fcenes in

"
the Trip to Calais, at this juncture, with the

"
dedication and preface, might be of infinite

'• ill confequence to your affairs.

" I really, Madam, wiSh you no ill, and
' fliould be forry to do you an injury.

" I therefore give up to that consideration,

k

what neither your Grace's offers, nor the

"
threats of vour agents could obtain ; the

" fcenes Shall not be published, nor Shall any

thing
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"*

thing appear at my theatre, or from me,
*'
that can hurt you ;

" Provided the attacks made on me in the

"

newfpapers, does not make it neceffary for

-

'
me to act in defence of myfelf.

" Your Grace will therefore fee the neceffity
{c
of giving proper directions.

(f I have the honour to be,

" Your Grace's

" Moft devoted fervant,

" SAM.
FOOTE."

North End,

Sunday, Aug. 13th, 1775.

(cop y.*)

* This letter is printed exaftly from the manufcript.

To Mr. FOOT E.

"

Sir,
" I was at dinner when I received your ill—

" judged letter. As there is little consideration

"
required, I Shall facrifice a moment to an-

* fwer it.

I "AMem-
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" AMember of your Privy Council can n&i

"
ver hope to be of a lady's cabinet,

" I know too well what is due to my own

"

dignity, to enter into a compromife with

<c
an extortionable affaffin of private reputation.

t( If I before abhorred you for your Slander,
(e
I now defpife you for your concessions ; it is

"
a proof of the illiberality of your fatire, when

u
you can publifh or fupprefs it as beft fuits the

ft

needy convenience of your purfe. You firft
" had the cowardly bafenefs to draw the fword,
"

and, if I Sheath it, until I make you crouch

" like the fubfervient vaffal as you are, then is

,c
there not fpirit in an injured woman, nor

"
meannefs in a flanderpus buffoon,

*' To a man my fex alone would have fcreen-r
"

ed me from attack—but I am writing to the

" defcendant of a Merry Andrew, and profti-

"
tute the term of manhood, by applying it tQ

" Mr. Foote.

" Cloathed in my innocence as in a coat of

"

mail, I am proof againft an hoft of foes ; and

*f confcious of never having intentionally of-

" fended a Single individual, I doubt not but a
" brave and generous people will protect me

e( from the malevolence of a theatrical affaffin.

«
Yo.h
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*' You fhall have caufe to remember, that

"
though I would have given liberally for the

c*
relief of your neceffities, I fcorn to be bullied

" into a purchafe of your Silence.

" There is fomething, however, in your pity
u
at which my nature revolts. To make me

"
an offer of pity, at once betrays your info-

" lerce and your vanity. I will keep the pity
"
you fend until the morning before you are

"
turned off, when I will return it by a Cupid,

"
with a box of lip falve, and a choir of cho-

"
rifters fhall chaunt a ftave to your requiem.

" E. KINGSTON.
"
Kingfton-Houfe,

fi
Sunday, iph Auguft.

" P. S. You would have received this fooner,
" but the fervant has been a long time writing
" it."

(COPY.)

To the DUCHESS of KINGSTON.

"

Madam,

" Though I have neither time nor inclination

"
to anfwer the illiberal attacks of your agents,

"
yet a public correfpondence with yourGrace

" is too great an honour for me to decline. I

"
can't help thinking but it would have been

I 2
"
prudent
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"
prudent in your Grace to have anfwered mf

" letter before dinner, or at leaft postponed it

"
to the cool hoar of the morning; you would

"
then have found that I had voluntarily

grant-

"
ed that requeft which you had endeavoured,

"

by fo many different ways, to obtain.

" Lord Mountftuart, for whofe amiable qua-

" Titles I have the higheft refpect, and whofe

"
name your agents firft unneceffarily produced

"
to the public, muft recollect, when I had

"
the honour to meet him at Kingfton Houfe,

"

by your Grace's appointment, that inftead of
"

begging relief from your charity, I rejected

"
your fplendid offers to fupprefs the Trip to

"
Calais, with the contempt they deferved.

In-

"

deed, Madam, the humanity of my royal

"
and benevolent Mafter, and the public pro-

"
tection, have placed me much above the

"
reach of your bounty.

" But why, Madam, 'put on your coat of
"
mail againft me ? I have no hoftile intentions.

"

Folly, not vice, is the game I purfue. In

"
thofe fcenes which you fo unaccountably

"

apply to yourfelf, you muft obferve, that

"
there is not the Slightest hint at the little in-

"
cidents of your life, which have excited the

*c

curiofity of the Grand Inqueft for the county
"
of
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'*
of Middlefex. I am happy, Madam, how-

"

ever, to hear, that your robe of innocence
" is in fuch perfect repair ; I was afraid it might
" have been a little the worfe for the wearing ;
"

may it hold out to keep you warm the next

"« winter.

" The progenitors your Grace has done me

"
the honour to give me, are, I prefume, mere-

"

ly metaphorical perfons, and to be considered

"
as the authors of my mufe, and not of my

"
manhood : aMerry Andrew and a Proftitute

"
are no bad poetical parents, efpecially for a

"
writer of plays ; the firft to give the humour

"
and mirth, the laft to furnifh the graces, and

"
powers of attraction. Proltitutes and players

"
too muft live by pleating the public ; not

" but your Grace may have heard of ladies,
"

who, by private practice, have accumulated
"

amazing great fortunes. If you mean that

tc I really owe my birth to that pleafant
connec-

(f

tion, your Grace is grofsly deceived. My
" father was, in truth, a very ufeful Magistrate

"
and refpectable country gentleman, as the

"
whole county ofCornwall will tell you. My

"
mother, the daughter of Sir Edward Goodere,

" Bart, who reprefented the county of Here-

" ford ; her fortune was large, and her morals

'*

irreproachable, till yourGrace cendefcended
"
to
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" to ftain them ; fhe was upwards of fourfcore
"
years old when fhe died*, and, what will fur-

"
prize your Grace, was nevermarried but once

" in her life. I am obliged to your Grace for

*'
your intended prefent on the day, as you po-

"

litely exprefs it, when I am to be turned off.

" But where will your Grace get the Cupid to

"

bring me the Hp-falve ? That family, I am
"

afraid, has long quitted your fervice.

(C

Pray, Madam, is not Jackfon the name of

your female confidential fecretary ? and is

not fhe generally clothed in black petticoats

*(
made out of your weeds ?

*• So mourned the dame of Ephefus her
love."

" I fancy your Grace took the hint when you

" laft refided at Rome ; you heard there, I

"

fuppofe, of a certain Joan, who was once

"
elected a Pope, and, in humble imitation,

* This mother, whom Mr. Foote thus affects to revere,

he fuffered to remain a prifoner for debt, within the rules of

the King's Bench, and-that at a time when he was in the

zenith of his fame, lolled at his eafe in an equipage, and,

like the richman defcribed in the Gofpel,
" fared fumptu-

"

oufly every
day."

His liberal allowance for her fupport

in confinement, was, twenty poundsayear ! This is a fact :

lei the public make the comment.

" have
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" have converted a pious Parfon into a chani-

" bermai 1, The fcheme is new in this coun-

*'

try, and has doubtlefs-its particular plea-

*' fures. That you may never want the benefit

f<
of the clergy in every emergence, is the

f- Sincere wifh of

" Your Grace's

*' Moft devoted, and

"
obliged humble fervanr,

« SAMUEL
FOOTE."

This farce carrying on with Foote, ferved t»

turn, for a time, the current of thought into, a

different channel ; but, it becoming neceflary,

in the progrefs of events, to adopt fome ferious

meafures, either with a view to evade, or meet

the pending profecution, the Duchefs openly

affected a moft earneft defire to have the trial, if

poffible, accelerated. Secretly, however, fhe

was employed in trying every Stratagem, in the

power of art to devife, to elude the meafures

taken againft her. A very favourable opportu

nity offered, which, had She embraced it, her

purpofe would have been accomplished. The

critical moment thus prefented itfelf. It be

came a matter of debate, in theHoufe ofPeers,

whether the trial ofher Grace fhould, or fhould

not,
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not, be carried on in Weftminfter Hall. The

expence, to be incurred by the nation, was,

by feveral Peers, considered as inducing a bur

den wholly unnec( ifnr3r. Lord Mansfield

■endeavoured to avail himlelf of this objection,

in favour of the Duchrfs, whom it was his

private wifh to have favxu from the expofure

of a trial, and the ignominy of what fie well

knew muft follow, a conviction. His Lord

fhip thus delivered his Sentiments :
" But the

"
arguments about the place of trial r"-rgeft

(S
to my mind a queftion as to 'he propriety of

(e

any trial at all. Cui bono ? What utility is

"
to be obtained, fuppofe a conviction be the

"
refult? The lady makes your Lordfhips a cur-

"
tefy, and you return a

bow."

This language,

although vehemently oppofed by the Chancel

lor Bathurst, yet considerably damped the

ardor of the profecutors. The tendency of the

obfervation was extremely perceptible; and,

aware of the private influence which Lord

Mansfield had at the time, it was apprehended

that hemight fo exert it, as to defeat, by fome

means or other, the purpofe aimed at. Here,

then, was the critical inftant in which the Du

chefs might have extricated herfelf. An hint

was privately conveyed to her, that the fum of

ten thousand pounds would fatisfy every ex

pectation, and put an end to the profecution.

This
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This hint was improved into an authoritative

propofal. The Duchefs was entreated by her

friends to embrace the meafure, but through a

fatal confidence, either in her legal advifers,

her own manoeuvrings, or a commixture of

both, She rejected the propofal with an air of in-

fult. This was folly in the extreme ; and yet

it was deferving pity, becaufe it was folly mif-

guided. From Dr. Collier, the Civilian, to

Mr.Wallace, the Counfel, the language uni

formly held was,
" That the Duchefs had not

"

any thing to
fear."

The late Serjeant

Davy, who at firft faid, that
"
the cafe lay in

fc
a nutfhell, and that her Grace would inevi-

*'

tably be
convicted,"

on being introduced to

Kingfton Houfe, afforded the following very

remarkable inftance of tergiverfation. The

Serjeant dined with the Duchefs on a day when

fhe received a letter from her Counfel, Mr.

Wallace, then at Bath. The contents reviv

ing her Spirits, She communicated them to the

company, with the following confolatory ob-

fervation ;
"

My heart is now at reft ; Mr.

" Wallace wishes for the trial, that he may
"

give me joy of a
triumph."

Serjeant Davy,

on this, faid,
" IfWallace knows yourGrace's

"
cafe as well as I do, he will, I am confident,

"
agree with me in opinion. I will forfeit my

C. right hand as a man, and my reputation as a

K " Lawyer
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"

Lawyer, if your Grace has not lefs than no-

te

thing to
fear."

The Earl ofPeterborough,
after dinner, took Mr. Jackson, who happened

to be of the party, afide, and facetiously afked

him,
" Whether he knew the caufe of the

" learned Serjeant's fudden conversion
?"

Mr.

Jackson pointed to an order for a fide of
ve-

ttifon, and fome excellent Madeira, which were

to be fent to the Serjeant's villa ; and he added,
*' That a twenty-pound note for every vifit, were

"
arguments fufficient to profelyte an accorq-

"

modating
mind."

Under all thefe affurances of fafety, the

Duchefs affumed an indifference about the bu-

finefs, which but ill accorded with her Situation,
She talked of the abfolute neceffity of fetting
out for Rome ; affected to have fome material

bufinefs to tranfact with his Holinefs the Pope ;

and fhe took, in confequence, every meafure in

her power to accelerate the trial, as if the re

gular pace of juftice were not fwift enough to

overtake her. She did not, however, abandon

her manoeuvring. On the contrary, at the mo

ment in which fhe had claimed her privilege as

a Peerefs, and petitioned for a fpeedy trial, fhe

Was bufied in a fcheme to get hold of the prin

cipal evidence, Mrs. Cradock, and prevail on,

her to quit the kingdom. A near relation of

this
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this woman was a deliverer of penny-poft letters.

He was fpoken to, and he engaged to let the

Duchefs have an interview with Mrs. Cra-

dock ; but her Grace was to be difguifed, and

to reveal herfelf only after fome converfation.

The Stratagem was adopted. The Duchess

changed her fex in appearance, and waited, at

the appointed hour and place, without feeing
either Mrs. Cradock, or the perfon who had

promifed to effect the meeting. The fact is

that every minutia of this bufinefs had been

communicated to the profecutors, who instruct

ed the letter-carrier to pretend an acquiefcence

in the fcheme. Thus, baffled in a projectwhich

had a plaufible afpect of fuccefs, the only mea-

fure left was the belt poffible arrangement of

matters preparatory for the trial. On %hefif-

teenth day ofApril, 1776, the bufinefs came on

in WeftminfterHall. It was of five days * con-

* On the fourth of thefe days, the late Lady Harrington,

of amorous memory, being among other Peereffes, in her

box, was prefented by Mr. Evelyn Meadows, the real pro-

fecutor of the Duchefs, with fomefowers. Lady Harrington

thanked him for the compliment, and, in return faid,
" /

hope in God I fhall be able to prefent you fhortly with
"
the

Laurel."

The fame Lady, on the firfl day of the trial,

when the Duchefs appeared at the bar, made ufe of this eja-

culaion :
" TheDevil confoundher ! How brazen thewretch

" looks!"

This, fr°m Lady Harrington, was truly lu

dicrous.

K 2 tinuance,
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tinuance, and the principal object argued wasf

the admiffion, or not, of a fentence of the Spi

ritual Court, in a fuit for jactitation ofmarriage,
fo as to Stop the proof of a marriage, in an in

dictment for polygamy *. The judges deciding
againft the admiSlion of fuch a fentence, in bar

to

* This was the point on which refled the whole of the

cafe. The fentence of the Ecclefiaftical Court, was the

only thing which could be offered, on the part of the Du

chefs, as a plea in bar to evidence. If it were admiffible in

this fhape, there remained a doubt, how far fuch a fentence

ought to be of anv validity, provided it had been collufively

obtained. To have both thefe particulars refolved into a

certainty, the two following queftions were fubmittcd to the

Judges, for their opinion :

Firfl. " Whether a fentence of the Spiritual Court,
"
againlt a marriage, in a fuit for jactitation of rptrriage,

" is conclulive evidence fo as to flop the Counfel for the

" Crown from proving the faid marriage, in an indictment

" for polygamy
r"

Second. "
Whether, admitting fuch fentence to be con-

"
cluCve upon fuch indictment, the Counfel for the Crown

"

may be admitted to avoid the effect of fuch fentence, by
"

proving the fame to have been obtained by fraud, or

"
colluCon

?"

The decifion of the Judges, on both thefe queftions, was

fubftantially as followeth. To the firf point propounded,

the anfwer was,
" That the ground of the judicial powers

"
pofleffed by the Ecclefiaftical Courts, is merely of a

fpi-

"
ritual
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to evidence, the fact of the two marriages was

moft clearly proved, and a conviction, of courfe,

followed.

ritual confideration, pro correElione morum, et pro falute
"
amma ; for the correction ofmorals, andfor the falvation.

"

of thefoul. But the great object of temporal jurifdiction
"

is, the public peace, and crimes againft the public peace

"
are wholly, and in all their parts, of temporal cogni-

*' zance—alone. The temporal courts alone can expound

"
the law, and judge of the crimes, and its proofs ; in do-

"

ing fo, they muft fee with their own eyes, and try by
"
their own rules, that is, by the Common Law of the

" land. Befides, a fentence in a caufe of jactitation, has
"

only a negative, and a qualified effect. It pronounceth,
"
that the party boafting of a marriage, has failed in his

"
proof, and that the libellent is free from all matrimonial

"
contract, asfar asyet appears ; leaving it open to new

"
proofs of the fame marriage, in the fame caufe, or to any

"
proofs of that or any other marriage, in another caufe;

"
and if fuch fentence is no plea to a new fuit there, and

" doth not conclude the Court which pronounceth, it can-

"
not conclude a Court, which receives the fentence, from

li going into new proofs to make out that, or any other
mar-

"
riage. So that, admitting the fentence in its full extent

"
and import, it only proves, that // did notyet appear that

"
the parties were married, and not that they were not

mar-

"
riedatall: and by the rule laid down by Lord Chief

" Juftice Holt, fuch fentence can be no proof of any thing

"
to be inferred by argument from it ; and, therefore, it

" is not to be inferred, that there was no marriage, at any

" time or place, becaufe the Court had not then fufficient

"
evidence to prove a marriage at a particular time and

"
place. That fentence and this judgment may ftand well

"
together,
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followed *. The Duchefs was on her trial at

tended by Mrs. Egerton, whofe hufband was

of

"
together, and both

proportions be equally true : It may be

*'

true, that the Spiritual
Court hadnot then fufncient proofof

"
the marriage fpecified ; and>that your

Lordfliips may now,

"
unfortunately, find fufncient proof of fome

marriage."

To the fecond point propounded, the Judges refted their

opinion on the fubfequent, among other forcible reafons.

"
But, if the fentence were direct, and decifive on the point,

"
and as it ftands, to be admitted as conclufive evidence on

"
the Court, and not to be impeached from within ; yet,

*' like all other acts of the higheft judicial authority, it is

" impeachable from without ; although it be not permitted

"
to fhew that the Court was mifaken, it may be fhewn that

"

theywere m'ifled. Fraud is an extrinfic collateral act, which

"
vitiates the moft folemn proceedings of Courts of Juftice.

" Lord Coke fays, it avoids all judicial acts, ecclefiaftical or

"
temporal. Collufon, being a matter extrinfic of the caufe,

"

may be imputed by a ftranger, and tried by a Jury, and

" determined by the Courts of Temporal Jurifdiction.
" We (the Judges) are, therefore, unanimoufiy of opinion :

Firft,
" That a fentence in the Spiritual Court againft a

"
marriage, in a fuit of jactitation of marriage, is not con-

"
clufive evidence, fa as to flop the Counfel for the Crown

"

proving the marriage, in an indictment for polygamy.

"

But, fecondly, admitting fuch fentence to be conclufive
"
upon fuch indictment, the Counfel for the Crown may be

"
admitted to avoid the effect of fuch fentence, by proving

"
the fame t6.have been obtained byfraud or

collufon.'''

* The Duchefs being called to the bar, and informed of

her conviction, by the Lord High Steward, fhe delivered a

paper,
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of the Bridgewater family; Mrs. Barring-

ton, widow of General Barrington, a brother

of the Peer of that name ; the late Doctor

Isaac Schomberg, and the prefent Doctor

Warren. One extraordinary method the

Duchefs took to fuStain her fpirits ; which was,

to lofe a certain quantity of blood almoft every

paper, praying the benefit of the peerage, according to the

Statutes. On which, the prefent Chancellor, then Attorney

General, difplayed his commanding powers, in a fpeech re

plete with legal learning, and directed to demonftrate, "That

" a Peerefs, convicted as the prifoner had beeh, could, on

"
no other grounds, avoid Judgment of Death, but by claim.

"
ing the benefits of the Statute of the Third and Fourth of

'f William and Mary ; which left her in a condition to be

" burnt in the hand, or
imprifoned."

This occafioned the

following queftion to be fubmitted to the Judges :

" Whether a Peerefs convicted by her Peers, of a cler-

"
gyable felony, is by law entitled to the benefit of the

"
Statutes, fo as to excufe her from capital punifhment,

"
without being burnt in the hand, or being liable to any

** imprifonment
?"

The LordChiefBaron of the Court ofExchequer, having
conferred with the reft of the Judges prefent, delivered their

unanimous opinion upon the faid queftion, affigning alfo

his reafons. The opinion was,
" That a Peerefs convicted

"
of a clergyable felony, praying the benefit of the Statute,

?*
the firft of EdwardVlth, is not only excufed from capi-

"
tal punifhment, but ought to be immediately difcharged,

f without being burnt in the hand, or liable to any
imprifon-

!' ment,"

time
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time in which She was ordered to withdraw from

the bar.

The folemn bufinefs being concluded, the

profecutors had a plan in embryo to confine the

Countefs of Bristol (for fo, after conviction,

fhe in reality was) to this country ; and to have

her deprived of her perfonal property. Awrit of

" Ne exeat
regno"

was preparing, of which the

Lady received private notice, and being advifed

inftantaneoufly to leave the kingdom, She

caufed her carriage to be driven about the moft

public Streets of the metropolis ; invited a felect

party to dine at Kingfton Houfe, the better to

cover her defign ; while, in an hired poft-chaife,

fhe travelled to Dover. Mr. Harding, the

Captain of her yacht, was there, and he con

veyed her in the firft open boat that could be pro

cured, to Calais. The Hotel d'Angleterre, was

chofen as the place of refidence, and, on her

Grace entering the Court-yard, Monf. Dessein

received her with more complaifance than cor

diality ; for, in France, the conviction was un

derstood to have deprived her of all her pof-

feffions, real and perfonal. Dessein, there

fore, indicated his pity of her fate by a Signi

ficant Shrug of his Shoulders. He was
"

highly
" honoured in :he choice She had made of his

" hotel ; but, Mon Dieu !—Flow unfortunate it

"
was,
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*c

was, that he could not accommodate her with

Cf
afuite of rooms ! Had he only beenapprifed

■"

of her intention to do him the favour ! Now,
"

a Single apartment was all the accommoda-

**
tion in his

power."

She was fatigued in body and mind. Reft,

therefore, even in a room on the attic Story,

would have been the moft welcome folacer in

•the bounty of Heaven to beftow.

While the Duchess, for fo She muft be Still

ftyled for the fake of uniformity in the narra

tive, was retired, Dessein contrived means to

investigate the State of her finances^ and being
informed that She was Still in the receipt of her

eftates, he, the morning after her arrival,

brightened up his features, and was the hap-

pieft being on earth to acquaint her, that
"
the

"

company who had occupied apartments fuita-

^' ble in every refpect pour Madame la Duchejfe,
*c

were^gone to Paris, and'confequently, they
"
were devoted to her ufe, if She Should fo

" pleafe."This obeifance anfwered Dessein's

purpofe. She remained at his hotel long enough

to lend hiiri a. ihoufand pounds, when, being her

debtor, he complained of her parfimony, and

compelled her, by difrefpectful treatment, to

feek another abode. The money lentDessein

is not wholly repaid at this hour. The only

accommodation which the Duchess could ever

L obtain
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obtain was, to take the demand out in fire-wood.

If a pun be excufable, this was a burning fhame

in Monfieur Dessein.

As Yorick juftly obferveth,
"

They manage

"
thefe things better in

France."

The politejfe

of our Gallic neighbours is certainly a moft

powertul aid to their projects. Monfieur Des

sein has that happy compofure of features,
bows fo refpectfully, and is, apparently, fo

much the devoted humble fervant of every

body, that ife is not furprizing he fhould have

wormed himfelf into the general favour of

English travellers. The Duchefs, with all her

pretenfions to the gift of penetrating characters,

was grofsly duped by the keeper of her Hotel;
yet was the imposition fo fmoothly effected,

that Dessein and her Grace never rencountered

each other without parting the deareft friends

in the world ; She, with a gracious inclination

of her head, only requesting it as a favour that

more fire-wood might be fent in to leffen her

demand ; and he, with a femi-circular bow of

his body alluring her that a Magazine was at her

command., This reciprocity of deceit was

practifed whenever Calais became the occasional

or the Stationary refidence, of the Duchefs ;

and it being forefeen that fuch refidence would

be frequent, an habitation, affording fome de

gree of comfort, was fought for, and obtained.

Monf.
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Monf. Cocove * had formerly held a com

manding poll at Calais ; he was in constitution,

habits, and appearance, an Englishman. The

habits of our country he had acquired by re-

fiding
fome'

time among us, and, during that

refidence, he had mixed with the firft circles.

The old Marquis of Granby had been his

intimate friend and affociate. When the Du

chefs fled to Calais, Cocove was fequeftered at

a little paternal feat within a few miles; re

stricted to that, as his place of, refidence, con

formable to the ufage of France with refpect to

perfons of landed property who are involved.

Cocove had an houfe in Calais, which his

wife and family, amounting to three fons, and

four daughters, occupied. The Duchefs

treated for the purchafe of this houfe, and it

was agreed to be fold her for one thoufand

* This Gentleman was for many years, President of

Calais ; and, the only fault ever imputed to him, in that

honourable flation, was, toogreat a partiality for the EngliJh.

If there were to be a favour extended to any individual of our

nation, the Prefdent ofCalais was fure to accompany that

favour by fome act of liberality originating from himfelf.

Monsieur Cocove died at his country feat,
which"

is

fituated at a little diftance from Calais, between that place

and St. Omer ; leaving a widow who had been the befi of

wives, and an amiable
progeny"

who only contended in a

virtuous ftruggle, who moft fhould promote the happinefs

of the beft ofmothers. This lady is fince dead. The off-

faring are living, and univerfally admired for their amiabi

lities ofmind and perfon.

L 2 pounds
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pounds, with permiffion to the family to oc

cupy one fide of the quadrangle. The Duchefs

took poSTeffion ; and, as her ordinary cuftom

was, She began to pull the greateft part of the

old manfion about her ears , threw out a room

with a bow window, which projected over the

privies belonging to the
foldiers'

barracks; and

that her visitors might only indulge a Standing
pofture, this faloon, as She called it, -was left

without a chair. The Cocove family next en

gaged her attention, and before She had feen the

half of them, fhe promifed to make them all

happy. The girls She aftoniflied with a fight

of her diamonds, and her wardrobe ; with the

boys She converfed about the heroic decdj of

her great-grandfather, throwing in occasional

hints, that
"
commifiions in the army would be

"
comfortable things, and particularly in the

" French fervice, which was fo highly ho-

"
nourable under the reigning Monarch, for

"
whom fhe had a prodigious regard. She

" loved the King of France, and ihe was very
"
confident he had a regard for

her."

Sans

"

double, Madame la Duckejfe ; le Rot connus

" Men." " Yes—your King knows I love

" him. I have given a proof of it in pre.

"

ferring to fpend my fortune in his county,
"
although my dear friend, the King of Pruffia,

" has given me the warmeft invitation to refide

£:
at

'Berlin."

This Sincere veneration for the

Gallic
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Gallic Monarch would, with equal Sincerity,
have been transferred to the Cham of Tartary,
if his dominion had been the chofen place of

refuge.

As it was the lot of the Duchefs to be per

petually on the remove, fome incidents had

happened at Rome, of which fhe received ad

vice, which rendered it neceffary for her once

more to vifit that renowned city. In the Pub

lic.Bank fhe hud deposited her plate for fafety,
when fhe fet out for England ; and in her pa

lace She had left a renegade Spanish Friar, and

an English girl, whom fhe had carried to Ita

ly, on her laft expedition. The girl was,hand-

fome, and had a fenfe of prudence, aided by
that prejudice againft foreigners, which the

lower orders of this, and of moft other coun

tries, poffefs. A Cardinal, who, for the ho

nour of the Holy See, Shall be namelefs, had

frequently laid afide the pomp and fanctity of

Spirituals, betraying a thorn in the flefh, Itiled by
St. Paul the " Meffenger of

Satan"

with the buf-

fetings of which his Eminencev/a.s well acquaint

ed. His vifits to the palace of the Duchefs

were frequent ; the pretence always was, a fome-

thing particular to communicate to her Grace,

and a confequent mquifitivenefs about her re

turn. The Friar, however, fmoked the Car

dinal, and the Cardinal, in return, was jea

lous
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lous of the Friar. The poor girl, who under

stood not a fyllable of any other language than

that of her country, found herfelf extremely

embarraffed. The Friar knew Englifh enough

for an ordinary conwerfation, and, in the true

ftyle of a ghoftly advifer, he cautioned the girl

againft the deSigns of the Cardinal. Whether

from real diflike, or from the not being able to

have a verbal intercourfe, the overtures of the

Cardinal were rejected, and whenever he came

to the palace, She left him, if his Eminence fo

pleafed, to make love to the Friar. Thus get

ting rid of a rival, the Friar plied his arts fo

fuccefsfully, as to occafion one bed to be the

only neceffary convenience for the two inmates

of the palace to Sleep in. Having accomplish

ed this end, the Friar deemed it a pity that

fuch of the moveables as were ealily portable,

fhould remain in an ufelefs State ; converted

into caSh, they might circulate to the benefit

of fociety. Under an impreSfion fo charitable to

the world, he walked off with what he could

carry, befide difpofing of quantities of articles

to different purchafers. The poor girl was only

left with a confolation, that what She had read

in the Bible about " Increqfe and
multiply,"

was

likely to be fulfilled by her. It was of thefe

tran factions the Duchefs was informed by let

ters. The neceffity of her immediate journey

ing to Rome was urgent, and fhe fet out as

foon
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foon as ffie could expedite the neceffary pre

parations.

During her travel, an illnefs excepted, not

any particular occurrence happened. On her

arrival being known, Cardinal Albani waited

on her, to whom She communicated the par

ticulars of the behaviour of the Friar, prudent

ly referving the circumstance of the attack

made by one of the Cardinal's brotherhood, on

the chaltity of the girl. Her Situation was not

the prefent object of thought. The queftion,

was, hpw the property embezzled by the Friar

could be re-obtained ? The girl fobbed, Shed

tears in abundance, on her knees intreated for-

givenefs ; but, with all this fubmiffive peni

tence, She could fcarcely obtain the attention of

a moment.
" You muft have known the Friar

" broke open the efcrutore. Where are the

*'
candlefticks ? What ! is all the linen gone?

"

By the living God he has Stripped the palace
!"

The girl, whofe thriving Situation wholly
cn-

groffed her thoughts, ftill preffed her fuit.—

"
Indeed, your Grace, I did not confent—>

iC I was faft afleep when the Friar came*

" into my room. He took hold
"
—
" I

»"

wifh he had hold of you this moment, and

"
that you were both in the gallies. What is

'.'
all your nonfenfe to my property ? Could not

«f. you play the fool together, without Stripping
"
me?
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"me? The diamond buckle ofmy dear Lord
"
Duke! The devil confound the villain!' Go

"
along, like a huffey as you are. Stay—I'll

" have you punished, unlefs you find the raf-

'•

cally
Friar."

Here a meffage of condolance

from his Holinefs was notified, and the meffen-

ger being ordered in, the Style was thus varied

—
" What I have loft is of considerable value ;

"

but, to take advantage of a poor innocent
"

young creature, is more diftrefsful to me

"
than the trifles he has taken. My deareft

" Lord left me an ample fortune, and I with to
"

make others happy with it. This unfortu?

"
nate girl I took from a child, and meant to

" have provided for her as a mother. I for-

"
give her, poor thing ! Mymoft humble and

" dutiful refpects to his Flolinefs. Helasl

"

[afigh] when I think on my troubles, they

"almoft overwhelm me. With my dear Duke

"

[ta] every happinefs was buried. But God

,; is all-fufficient. His Holinefs knows not

" how I 'have been perfecuted ; but I forgive

"

my perfecutors. Poor Bellifarius ! how un-

"

generonfly \yas he treated 1 I often thought

"
of him during my

perfecntion."

The mef-

fenger retiring, the inqueftas to what were loft,

and the probability of recovery, were inftantly

refumed ; until all hope of re-obtaining the
va

luables becoming vifionary, to get the plate

out of the public bank, and tranfport it fafely
from
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from Italy, was the fole object of negociatioiij
in which the Duchefs proving fuccefsful, fhe

returned to Calais, and the robbery of the Friar

became one of her ordinary tales.

On the return of the Duchefs from Rome,
the expeditious communication between Calais

and England afforded the earlieft intelligence

flie could wifh relative to the proceedings of

her opponents. Their bufinefs was now, if

poffible, to fet afide the will of the Duke of

Kingfton. There was not a probability of their

fucceeding in the attempt, but Still the attempt

was to be made. This kept alive the appre

hension of danger in the mind of the Duchefs ;

and fo long as that apprehenfion fubfifted, it was

neceffary, in policy, to affect a particular regard

for certain perfons in England, who had the ap

parent power of rendering a fervice. The late

Sir George Haye was at that time Dean of

the Arches. Not more from the eminence of

his Situation than from the fplendor of his abi

lities, his rank was high in the public efteem.

Doctor Isaac Schomberg had been a cotempo-

rary with Sir George at Merchant Taylor's fe-

minary. Through life they loved each other.

The opinion of Sir George, as to the impeach-

ability of the Duke of Kingston's will, was fre

quently wanted ; and through the intermedi

ation of Doctor Schomberg, this was obtained.

M Sir
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Sir George Haye from the firft ridiculed the

attempt to fet afide the will as a futility. Schom

berg, however, delirous of obtaining the fulleft

confirmation of the cafe, preffed Sir George to

dictate a few lines on the fubject, in a letter

which he propofed to fend to the Duchefs.—

"

Well, Ifaac, (faid Sir George) I will. Let

"
the Duchefs defire her common lawyers to at-

"
tack the rock of

Gibraltar."

Schomberg, on

this, caufed every confolatory affurance to be

tranfmitted to the Duchefs. She received it,

and protested every feeling which gratitude

could infpire. " Doctor Schomberg was an

" honourable character ! too honourable for

<c
this world ! The counterpart of her dear

" Lord in noblenefs of foul ! She wifhed fhe

"
could make him happy

!"

As a fplendid re^

turn for his real anxiety to have her mind at

eafe, this was the gracious manner of her pro

cedure :

One morning Doctor Schomberg was wait

ed on at his apartments in Conduit-Street, and

a prefent from the Duchefs of Kingfton was

delivered him. This prefent was a ring, bril

liantly encircled, the Stone a deep blue, and

the words
" Pour

PAmilie,"

on the Stone. The

intrinfic value was never once considered by

Schomberg, it was the prefumeable tribute of

gratitude which affected his mind. Lie wore

the
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the ring, and, in almoft every company, pro

claimed the donor. But a Short portion of time

elapfed, before one of the brilliants in the

word
" Amitie"

fell out, as if the very men

tion of friendfhip by the Duchefs, were fuffi-

cient to render the term fragile ; to have a

fubftitute replaced, a Jeweller was fent for.

When he came, he looked firft at the ring,

then at Doctor Schomberg, and, on being

aSked,
" When he could do what was ne-

<c

ceffary
?"

the Jeweller anfwered, I hope

"
you will not be offended, Sir, but it is

"

really not worth your while to have any
"

thing done ; the middle Stone is a compofi-

"
tion, and the whole did not coft more, in

"
Paris, than fix and thirty

fhillingsl" " Is

"
that the

cafe,"

faid the Doctor,
"
then I will

" foon difpofe of
it."

He firft trampled the

contemptible bauble under his feet, then flung
it out of the window, faying,

" There goes No-

"
lility"

Previous to her trial, the Duchess had

formed a defign to vifit PeterSburgh. A.Ship

had been built for her, containing every
fplen-

did accommodation. There was a drawing-

room, a
dining-

parlour, kitchen, and other

conveniences. This Ship attracted, as maybe

fuppofed, general obfervation ; and the Ruffian

Ambaffador being given to understand that the

M 2 whole
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whole had been intended as a conveyance of the

Duchefs, on a vifit to fo auguft a fovereign as

the Emprefs of Ruffia, the politeffe of Courts

compelled an acknowledgment, on his part,

that the compliment would be gracioufly re

ceived. But there was fomething more than

the mere compliment of a vifit. Her Grace had

fome pictures, of considerable value, which

devolved to her on the demife of the Duke.

Thefe fiie had offered as a prefent to the Em

prefs, who had deigned to accept them. The

Shipping them for Peterlburgh, that they

might be conveyed from where they ought to

have remained, to whither they Should not

have been fent, had occasioned as many con

ferences between the Duchefs and the Ruffian

Ambaffador, as would have been requisite to

adjuft the differences of Europe. At laft, how

ever, a cargo of pictures, and other valuable

articles, cleared the river, and arrived fafe at

Peterlburgh. The Emprefs difpofed of them

as accorded with her fancy, and her Ambaffa

dor was charged, in her name, to notify her

pleafure. The Duchefs, in this, was a copyift

of the Eaftern cuftoms. Her prefence was acr

companied by a prefent, the better to enfure a

favourable reception.

To convey her Grace to Peterlburgh, the

Ship which had been built for the purpofe, was

ordered
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ordered to Calais. It arrived there, and Hard

ing, the commander of her yacht, was consi

dered as the Captain. In that capacity he fuper-

intended the preparations, and did every thing

requifite in a man of honefty. An obstruction,

however, arole, and that of a fcrious nature :

the American war fubfifted. Under what co

lours fhould the Duchefs fail, fo as to be the

fureft of protection ? Cunningham, * an Ame

rican marine adventurer, had juft taken one of

the Holland packets. Doctor Franklin, then

at Paris, was furrounded by a fwarm of his

countrymen, who only wished for commissions

to rove about the Channel. The intention of

the Duchefs to embark, could not be fecreted,

nor the time of her failing. The capture of her

Ship, was considered as an enterprize worthy

adoption. It was fuppofed, that any fum de

manded, would be paid for her ranfom. Ap-

prifed that fuch idea prevailed, the Duchefs ap

plied, by letter, to the French Minister, foli-

citing protection under the colours of France,

* This man was merely an inftrument. The project of

papturing the Packet, was fuggefted by a Mr. Carmichael,

an American affiftant to DoBor Franklin, and afterwards

?' Charges des
Affaires,"

from the United States, at Madrid.

The packet which Cunningham was directed to take, had

a quantity of fpecie on board. Cunningham, by an Iriffi

blunder, let that packet efcape, and captured another which

had only a cargoe of paffengers. Thus the object was de

feated.

Her
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Her requeft being granted, Captain Harding

was informed of her intentions to hoift the

French flag, and have her Ship manned by
French failors. He had ferved in the British.

navy, had distinguished himfelf in action, and

could not relifh the meafure. The Duchefs

foothed him, and he complied with reluctance;

French failors were then procured, but no fooner

were they engaged for the voyage, than they

threw an obstacle in the way. They would only
be commanded by a French captain. There

was not an alternative. One Le Fevre offered,

and was accepted ; but his acceptance and no

mination rendered the fituation of LIarding

too mortifying to be endured ; in confequence

Of which he refigned his employ under the

Duchefs, quitted Calais, for Dover, where his

family refided, and did not long furvive, what

he felt as an infult, considering the fidelity with

which he had discharged his duty to the Du

chefs. He it was who had been entrusted to

convey her perfonal property, of the greateft

value, out of England, and afterwards from

Rome •, his final reward was, to have the mafter

of zfijhitig boat appointed his Captain.

On her propofed voyage to Pererfburgh, the

Duchefs was to be accompanied by Several

perfons, befides domeftics, who were collec

tively to form a fuite proper for an exalted per-

fonage,
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fonage, about to vifit a fovereign power. The

arrangement'of this fuite depending, of courfe,
on the will of the Duchefs, a whimfical affem-

blage of characters were blended. The Cap
tain and Sailors of the Ship being Frenchmen

and Roman Catholics, a Chaplain of their lan

guage and perfuafion was required, to per

form the pious offices neceffary for the welfare

of their fouls. To be fupplied in this particu

lar, the Duchefs difpatched a letter to Paris,

foliciting a Lady to recommend an Ecclefiaftic,
proper for the purpofe. Among the different

orders it was not a difficult matter to meet

with a Prieft of the Order ofNecejity ; and, it

being probable that fuch an one only would em

bark on fo Singular an expedition, the choice

fell on Monfieur L'Abbe Sechand *. Highly
flattered by his appointment, a meSTenger was

difpatched to Calais, with information that the

* This gentleman, after fcrambling his way, as it were,

fromPeterfburgh toFrance, foon afterwards came toLondon,

and now refides in the vicinity. His claim on the Duchefs,

like that of moft other perfons who had the meritorious pre

tention of relying on her promifes, is not yet fettled, and

moft probably it
neverwill. When preffed to adjuft it, fhe

always afferted that fhe had paid him ; but, he put the mat

ter fairly to iffue, by faying, that if fhe could produce a

voucher for the payment of a finglefous, he would abandon

his demand. This fhewas not able to do.

Abbe
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Abbe would fet out for that place immediately.

The Duchefs, to whom a new face, and a novel

adventure, afforded great delight, received the

glad tidings with a joyful countenance; im-

patting to every vifitor the elevated ideas She

had formed of a perfon, vihomjhe had never

feen, and, for whofe tranfcendent abilities She

vouched, in a moft authoritative Style, without

being morally certain that his mental endow

ments exceeded thofe of a common mechanic.

At 1aft, Monfieur VAbbe arrived; for the fake

of convenience, not much troubled with bag

gage, the Diligence being his carriage, and a

violin his travelling companion. As this gen

tleman had the care of the fouls of the Captain

and mariners committed to his charge, to Mr.

Fofter was entrusted the direction of the Duchefs

in fpirituals. Two women, as attendants, a

coachman atfea, and a footman in a cabbin,
com-

pleated the marine fuite, with which the Duchefs

failed for PeterSburgh. To fay that fhe was

grofsly flattered on undertaking the expedition,

would only be Saying, that fhe was luppofed to

abound in wealth ; forwhere is the rich without

a flatterer ? The voyage of the Duchefs was

compared to the expedition of Cleopatra ; a

Marc Anthony only was wanting to render the

comparifon perfect.

Favoured
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Favoured by a wind which blew as the wiflieS

of the Duchefs inclined, fhe arrived at Elfineuf

in twelve days from the time Of her leaving Ca*

lais; and, delaying as little as circumftances

would permit, on her paffage, fhe foori reached

Peterlburgh. Her arrival being announced,

her {reception was certainly favourable*, the

Emprefs

* This favourable reception was catffed by various con

comitant circumftances. To be received, if poffible, by
fome crowned Head, was ah object defirabie, as the only

means of relieving the Duchefs from the marked difgrace

which her trial and conviction had affixed oh heir. The

Court of Ruffia was chofeh as the moft diftaht ; as the lefs

likely to have the real character of the! lady bared to infpec*

tion ; and where corifiderable pfeferits of piBurts Would be

more acceptable to the Sovereign, in proportion as the arts

Were in a lefs advanced ftatd of perfection. Accordingly^
hot only the Emprefs, but perfonages of the greateft in

fluence, were complimented by the Duchefs. Oiae iriftahce^
and an anecdote accompanying it, will exemplify the vieWs

and liberality of the dohor'.

Count Chet'mehofvfAS reprefented to the Ducheft as art eH'*

alted character, to whom fhe ought, in policy, to pay her

particular devoirs. She felt the force of the reprefentafioh,

and fent him two piBures. As little fkilled iti painting, as

ih rhufic, fhe was a tolal ftranger, to the value of thefe pieces;

They happened to be originals, by Raphael, aiid Claude

Lorrain The Courit Was foori apprised of this; and oif

the arrival of the Duchefii at Peterflitrgh, he Waited Oil

her Grace ; profeffed his thankfulhefr for ther prefent,

ST a<=
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Emprefs difpenfed with public forms, the in

terview between her Majefty and the Duchefs

being at the country palace, appropriated to

the purpofes of feclufion. The novelty of an

Englifh lady, braving the tiillows of the Baltic,
and defying, as it were, the boisterous elements

of the North, to pay a compliment to the reign

ing Sovereignefs, excited admiration in many,

curiofity in all. This very curiofity and admi

ration were fufficient for the Duchefs ; gratify-

at the fame time afluring the Duchefs,
" That the pic»

"
turcs were eftimated at a value, fn Ruffian money,

"

amounting to ten thoufand pounds
Englifh."

The Du

chefs, who the moment before he let this fecret efcape

from his lips, had arranged her features with afmile of com

placency, inftantly changed colour, and could, with the ut-

moft difficulty, veil her chagrin. Sire told the Count, that
" fhe had other pictures, which fhe fhould confider as an ho—

"
nour were he to accept them. That the two paintings in

" his pofTeffion, were particularly the favourites of her de-

" parted Lord'; but that the Count was extremely gracious

" in permitting them to occupy a fpace in his palace, until

" her manfion was preperly prepared for
decoration."

This

manoeuvre did not fucceed. The Count has the pictures at

this moment ; and the Duchefs, in herwill, has actually in

troduced an hiftory of the manner in which they became pop

felled by Count Chernichoff ; referring, at the fame time, to

the teftimony of a Mr. Moreau, in proof of the paintings

having been only committed to the care of the Count, in-

truft. Here is a trait, and a lingular one it is, fufficient to.

mark the character of the heroine, whefe narrative is the

fubject of thefe pages.
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ing her vanity, they compenfated her toils.

Still more. The Emprefs affigned a manfion

for her refidehce. Her Ship was commanded

under the Government care ; and an hurricane

arifing which occasioned it to fuffer considerable

damage, it was repaired by exprefs order of the

Emprefs. Here was happinefs, if happinefs

for a mind at variance with itfelf, could be

found on earth. Yet, this marked favour of

the Emprefs could not entirely fatisfy the Du

chefs. She was, and fhe felt herfelf to be an

alien. The Englifh Ambaffador could only be

complaifant to her in private *. She, therefore,
began to inquire, whether poffeffion might not

entitle her to command that refpect, for which,

atprefent, fhe wasmerely an eleemofynary debtor.

There are ladies at the Court of Peterlburgh,
who wear the piblure of the Emprefs, as the en-

* At that time Sir James Harris ; who, becaufe only ex

ternally civil, the Duchefs affected to contemn, for the par-

fimonious manner in which he entertained the factory. Lady
Harris did not, of courfe, efcape an oblique cenfure, when

opportunity of cafting it occurrred. Sir James, at the

Court of Peterfburgh, was in high eftimation. That, as an

able reprefentative of Sovereign power, and a profound po

litician, he merited efleem, his late conduct, as Ambaffador

|o the United States ofHolland, hath abundantly evidenced.

By being ennobled, he hath only obtained the honours he

^eferved,

N 2 fing
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ggn of an order. The Duchefs was flattered,

that landed property only was wanting to intro

duce her as. one of this order. The Emprefs,

was her friend ; what other intereft eotjild She

defire ? The hint was fufficient. She purchafed

aneftate nearPeterfburgh, for about twelve thou-.

fandpounds ; gave it the name of Chudleigh, and,

having executed her part of the agreement,

which always was to pay, and leave others tq

enjoy, She pufhed her intereft to be honoured

with the order. The anfwer to her application

for ever blafted her hopes. It was an invariable

rule that foreigners could not be admitted.—

What was to be done with the eftate ? Befide

catching fifh, and cutting down wood, k p/o-

mifed not to turn to any advantageous account.

The Duchefs, however, ever difpofed to be

mifled when flattered by following her own in

clination, was induced to believe, that a fortune,
which fhe did not want, might be obtained by
a means which She had not occafion to ufe, which

was, the erection ofworks/V making brandy.

This was a whimfical transition of ideas* and

fuch as could not eafily be reconciled by an or

dinary mind, A diftiller of fpirits, inftead of

the wearer of a pendent order of the picture of

an Emprefs !

This.
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This difappointmentin ambition, and, afinaj

diflike of the distillery project, occafioned a *e«

folution to return to Calais. Difputes in the

houfehold had alfo arifen, which caufed thi$

refolution to be more determined than ordinary.

The falary of Mr. Foster, a miferable pittance

for a man pf learning, being only one hundred

pounds a year, was in arrears. Years and merit

pleaded in vain. A trifle was the fubject of

difpute, and the Emprefs being informed of it,
offered poor FOSTER a retreat for bfe, afl<jl

he quitted the Duchefs with this farcafm, in,

the Spartan Style, r£i I am old, not
mean'' SEj.

CHAND next broke forth with vehemence.

He had received more promifes than there are

numbers in the lottery, and not one of them

had produced a prize. His falary was in ar

rears, and payment was formally demanded ;

agents on both fides interfered, but withoutef

fecting any thing. The Abbe, therefore, was

left to feek his redrefs in France, and to get

thither as well as his fortunate Stars would affift

him.

The Duchefs, quitting PeterSburgh, left an

Englifh journeyman carpenter*, whom She had

made

* This man was picked up, like moft of the inferior or

ders ofher houfehold, by that fpccies of accident which aU
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made the Steward of her houfehold, to tranfact

her affairs. At her brandy-makiug eftate, in the

Country, another character, of Similar
defcrip-

tion, as to lownefs, was Slati ned ; and on her

route to Calais, fhe picked up a travelling Co

lonel in the Imperial fervice, who only wanted

to get to his wife and children in Vienna ; but

not being in hafte to fee them, took a French

leave of the Duchefs, borrowing one of her

watches, merely that he might not be at a lofs

as to the hour of the day, and taking a couple

of rings, the brilliancy of which would remind

him of the charms of the real owner.

Returning once more to Calais, a consider

able portion of time was engroffed by the Du

chefs, in relating to her admiring auditors each

particular concerning the very gracious manner

in which the Emprefs had deigned to receive

her. A prefent from her Imperial Majefty, of

an eftate fituated on the Neva*, was enlarged

on

ways recommended vagabonds to her notice. By trade an

ordinary carpenter ; by her ridiculous whim
converted'

into

the managing ftewardof a palace, and, in her abfence from

Peterfburgh, entrufted with the care of perfonal property,

of immenfe value.

* This eftate includes a tract of land of considerable va

lue ; and, it was the more peculiarly calculated for the Du

chefs,
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on with all the circumlocutory eloquence, of

which the relator was capable. The purchafe
"-*

alfo of the eftate near Peterlburgh, which

abounded in vaffals not daring to approach the

upper petticoat of their miftrefs, without firft

killing the fringe, in ajpofture of genuflection,

afforded a fubject for aftonifhment to thofe who

defpifed all compulfory fubjection. Yet com-

plaifance was due, and, in confequence, the

tale of vanity was never interrupted. The Em

prefs was admitted to be the deareft friendwhom

theDuchefs had experienced. She was allowed

even to love her, better than any favourite who

might be felected, as the object of regard, by
a Sovereignefs, lefs a model of felf-denying vir

tue, than her Imperial MajeSty of Ruffia. Not

a fcruple of faith was abated, in the credence

given to every fentence which the Duchefs ad

vanced refpecting her intimacy with the Em

prefs. One thing is certain : At an entertain

ment given by the Duchefs to the Emprefs, one

hundred and forty of her own domeftics attended,

chefs, as it conferred a kind of fovereignty on her over tfre

poor inhabitants, who are confidered as abfolute property,

veiled in the territorial proprietor.

* This eftate coft the Duchefs about twenty-five thvufani

pounds Englifh money.

anfi
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and the whole fervice was of plate. The pre-*

fence of fo auguft a perfonage, and the manner

of her reception, are unquestionable proofs of

benignity on one part, oftentation on the

other.

The will of his Grace of Kingfton receiving

every confirmation which the Courts of Justice

could give * ; to diffipate, rather than properly

expend,

* This will was executed on thefifth day of July, 1770.

The following are the extracts which relate to the Duchefs :

" I do, by this my will, ratify and confirm a fettlement,
"
which I made of the annual fum, or yearly rent charge,

"
offour thoitfandpounds, on my wife Elizabeth Duchefs of

" Kingfton ; and that the faid fum fhall be unto, and to the

"
ufe of the faid Elizabeth, Duchefs of Kingfton, my

"
wife, and her affigns, for and during the term of her na-

"
tural life, in cafe Jhefo long continues my widow, and

un-

"
married, and no longer. And my faid wife fhall be per-

"
mitted, during her widowhood, to receive and take the

"
whole yearly rents, and profits, of all the manors, lands,

"
and hereditaments, before devifed, in full fatisfaction, re-

"
compence, and difcharge of, and for fo much of the faid

"
annual fum, or yearly rent charge offour thoufandpounds^

"
as fhall grow due during her widowhood ; but in cafe my

" faidwife Jhall determine her widowhood during her lifea
*'
then I give and devife the fame to Charles Meadows, fe«

"
cond fon ofPhilipMeadows.

" ALSO, I give and bequeath to -my faid wife,
Eliza'

u betb Duchefs ofKingfton, all my furniture, piBures, platet
"
jewels,
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expend, the income of his eftates, appeared to

be the ruling principle of life. The houfe at

Calais was not fufficient for the purpofe of in

viting perplexities ; a manfion, at a place

called Mont Marthe *, near Paris, was pitched

on, and the purchafe of it negociated in as

fhort a time as the Duchefs could defire. There

Were only a few obstacles to enjoyment, which

were not considered until the purchafe was com

pleted. The houfe was in fo ruinous a condi

tion, as to be in momentary danger of falling.

The land was more like the field of the floth-

"
jewels, china, arrears of rent, and all other my

cffeBs-

and

"
perfonal eftate, ofwhat nature or kind foever, for her own

" proper ufe abfolutely, and as, and for her owngoods, chut-

"
tels, and effeBs, for

evermore"

This exprefs reftriftion, as to a contihuancs in a ftate of

widowhood, although highly difpleafing to the Duchefs, was

yet her abfolute falvation ; for, fo open was file to the groffeft

adulation, that any foreign Knight of the Pojl, plying her

well with flattery, might have led her a willing captive to

the altar of Hymen. She endeavoured to fecrete the cir-

cumftance of her inability to marry, always affecting the

greateft diflike of the connubial ftate.

* The fituation of this houfe is extremely pleafant, being
to Paris what Hampfiead is to London. The Duchefs was

to have paid for the houfe about nine thoufandpounds in the

whole.

O ful,
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fill, than the vineyard of the industrious. AH

thefe apparent evils became realized to the op

tics of the Duchefs, only after fhe had poffeSfed

her wishes, and found them, as moft of her

wifhes were, productive of trouble. A kwfuit

with the owner of the eftate was the confe-

quence of the agreement. The Duchefs went

again to Peterfburgh, and returned to France,

before it finished •, and it was the manner in

which this fuit was adjudicated, which proved

the ultimate caufe of her death.

Befide this purchafe in France, another was

made by the Duchefs, the fcale of which was

truly grand. The brother of the French Mo

narch was the owner of a domain, according,

in every refpect, with his dignity. This was

the territory of Saint AJJife, pleafantly distanced

from Paris, abounding with game of every dif

ferent fpecies, and rich in all the poffible lux

uriant adornment of nature. The manfion was

fit for the brother of a King. It afforded three

hundred beds. The value of fuch an eftate was

too considerable to be expected in one payment;

flie, therefore, agreed to difcharge the whole

of the fum demanded, which was fifty-five thou

fandpounds, by installments. It is fometimes

eafier to agree, than fulfil. The Duchefs found

this to be her cafe in the prefent inffance. How

was



[ 99 3

was it poffible to give the half of a plumb, with

out the value of a cherry-Stone in poSfeffion ?

Sixteen thoufand pounds were the utmoft amount

of the annual rents of the Duchefs. Ready mo

ney fhe had none ; it was a commodity in which

fhe feldom abounded. To expedient recourfe

was had to make good the firft installment, caSh

was borrowed of Mejfrs. Drummond, and a few

valuables were lodged as fecurities for the debt ;

by this means one payment was made good*.

If it be afked, for whom this eftate, thus

purchafed under every inconvenience, was ac

tually intended ? The proper anfwer returned

would be, that to the career of vanity there is

not an end ; and, whether that paffion be gra

tified by the expenditure, or the hoard of mo

ney, is matter of total indifference, the fordid-

nefs of the paffion continuing the fame. It be

ing neceffary, however, to affign a little portion

of reafon for a great degree of extravagance,

the recent reconciliation which had taken place

between the Duchefs and the nephew of her

"
deareft

Duke,"

afforded a plea. The purchafe,

* Twenty-five thoufandpounds have been actually paid, in

part of the purchafe money, for this territory. The fecond

inftalment is, at this moment, due. The annual income ofc

Saint Affile, is eflimated at near three thoufandpounds.

O 2, on
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on the part of the Duchefs, was a good one.—

There were not only game, but rabbits in plen

ty, and finding them to be of a fuperior qua

lity and flavour, the Duchefs, during the firft

week of her poffelfion, had as many killed and

fold, as brought her three hundredguineas. Thus,

at Peterlburgh, fhe was a diftiller of brandy *j
at Paris, a rabbit merchant.

Thus proceeding from enterprise to enter-

prize, the hour arrived in which the Duchefs

would not be permitted a longer refident of our

lower woild. She was at dinner when her fer-

vants received the intelligence of a fentence

refpecting the houfe near Paris, having been

awarded againft her. The Sudden communica

tion of the news caufed an agitation of herwhole

frame. She flew into a violent paffion, and, in

the agitation of her mind and body, fhe burft

*
By perrniffion of the Emprefs, one of the Ruffian eftate?

purchafed by the Duchefs was called Chudleigh ; and about

ten miles from this place, flie built an Inn, for the reception

and accommodation of ftrangers. Here, a liquor, which

the Ruffians call watkeq, was fold. It is made from barley.,

mixed with certain plants, and, when diftilled, the fumes of

it are of the moft intoxicating kind. The project of the

Duchefs was, to have made the liquor on her own eftate, and

to have fupplied the Innwith it. The Ruffian names of her

territory are, Willa and Acoff.

an
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an internal blood-veffel ; even this, however,

fhe appeared to have furmounted, until a few

days afterwards, on the morning of the 26th of

Auguft ; when, about to rife from her bed, a

fervant who had long been with her, endea

voured at diffuafion. The Duchefs addreffed

her thus :
" I am not very well, but I will

rife."

On a remonftrance being attempted, She faid,
" At your peril difobey me ; I will get up, and

"
walk about the room. Ring for the Secre-

"

tary to alfift
me,"

She was obeyed, dreffed,

and the Secretary entered the chamber. The

Duchefs then walked about ; complained of

thirft, and faid,
" I could drink a glafs of my

*c fine Madeira, and eat a Slice of toalted

<e bread, I Shall be quite well afterwards j

" but let it be a large glafs of
wine."

The at

tendant reluctantly brought, and the Duchefs

drank the wine. She then faid,
" I am per-

"

fectly recovered ; I knew the Madeirawould

" do me good. My heart feels oddly. I will

(i have another
glafs."

The fervant here ob-

ferved, that fuch a quantity of wine, drank in

the morning, might intoxicate rather than be

nefit. The Duchefs perfifted in her orders, and

the fecond glafs of Madeira being produced,

fhe drank that alfo, and pronounced herfelf to

be charmingly indeed. She then walked, a little

about the room, and afterwards faid,
" I will

"

lay
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"

lay on the couch. I can Sleep, and after a

"

fleep, I Shall be entirely She fat

on the couch, a female having hold of each

hand. In this fituation, fhe foon appeared to

have fallen into a found Sleep, until the woman

found her hands colder than ordinary ; an af

fright enfued ; other domeftics were rang for,

and the Duchefs was found to have expired, as

the wearied labourer finks into the arms of reft.

Thus died ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH,

actually Countefs of Briftol, and, by the cur-

tefy of foreign nations, Styled DUCHESS of

KINGSTON. She was a woman, the leading
features of whofe character are more difcover-

able from a review of her conduct, than from

any delineation in the power of the pen to give.

If She might be allowed to know herfelf, her

own defcription of the mutability ofher nature,

fhould pafs for the truth. Her words were

thefe :
" I fhould deteft myfelf, if I were two

" hours in the fame
temper."

What She faid, fhe

verified ; for fhe was alternately changing from

humour to humour. This instability it was

which, in the early part of life, occasioned her

to be furrounded more with admirers, than

friends ; and from the hour of her conviction,

to the moment of her death, She had not one

friend attached to her from a principle of cor

dial
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dial efteeni. The Emprefs of Ruffia was much

difpofed to favour her ; but, after the novelty

of the meeting was over, there was even too

much of famenefs in the interviews with her

Majefty, to be endured. Thofe to whom the

Duchefs Shewed any thing like fteadinefs, were

companions of her own felection, and She was

ever fure to err moft grofsly in her choice. Her

benefits, and her friendships, were bellowed on

the unworthy. Of the latter affertion, the fol

lowing anecdote is a proof :

In one of her peregrinations, the Duchefs

met with a perfon, habited as a pilgrim. His

figure was a good one. In his eye there was pe

netration, and in the whole of his countenance

there was marked expreffion. He was much

inclined to cultivate an intimacy with the Du

chefs ; but he rather chofe to correfpond, than

converfe with her. This arofe from a confci-

oufnefs of a brilliancy of Style of which he was

matter ; and, inftantly perceiving how open to

flattery the lady was, he thought it could be

more delicately conveyed in an epistolary way.

He carried his point. Left her Grace, when

ihe Strongly folicited him to remain with her.

The correfpondence commenced. The letters

teemed with profeffions of admiration of fo il

lustrious a character as the Duchefs. She was

more
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more than woman ! The wonder of the age !

and deferving celebrity to the end of time !

This incenfe was the more acceptable, becaufe

offered by a total Stranger. Her Grace became

enamoured with the pilgrim, and, as there was

fomething of myttery in his manner and garbj

fhe was folicitous to have the whole explained.

This favour, however, was denied, and the only

thing which fhe could obtain was, an appoint

ment to meet her at a future time. The cor-

refpondence, in the interim, continued ; and

the letters were in the fame adulatory vein. The

appointed time arrived ; and the Duchefs, in

stead of a Pilgrim, met an Abbe. It then be

came neceffary to throw the veil a little afide.

The Stranger gave an account of himfelf, and

thus -ran his Story : That he was by birth an

Albanian Prince. That he had travelled through

Europe, under different difguifes, and had only
formed attachments with the moft exalted per*

fonages. At Berlin, Prince Henry of Prufiia

had honoured him with his intimacy ; at Rome,
moft of the Cardinals were his familiars ; their

NeapolitanMajefties particularly efteemed him ;

and with the Emperor of Germany, he was

moft intimate ! This Style was the very thing.

It operated like a charm. The name of the

Stranger was required ; and he announced his

travelling one to be " WORTA."
Who

Worta
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Worta really was, the Duchefs never in-

quiied. She took it on truft that he was a very

great man ; and as for his honefty, it was a

quality entirely out of the queftion. The dia

mond box was exhibited to WORTA, and he

admired as the Duchefs directed. A ring of

Value was prefented him, and he being ^prince,
it was deemed very gracious in him to accept

it. At lalt, the object in view was difclofed.

WORTA having fatisfied himfelf with the vi

sits he had made to the different Courts of the

reigning Powers, propofed returning to his own

country ; and could his bed be honoured with a

partner like the Duchefs, a fcene of connubial

felicity would be completed. To this language

the Duchefs listened with infinite pleafure ;

and, had there not been an infurmountable ob

stacle, fhe actually would have given her hand

and fortune to an adventurer. This WORTA

very lately committed feveral forgeries in Hol

land, and being apprehended, he difpatched

himfelf by a dofe of poifon*.

As

* WORTA, whoever hemight be, was entitled to praife,

as a man of talents. During the conteft between GreatBri-

tain and America, he wrote feveral little pieces, in fupport

of what he termed " The honourable caufe of lespauvres

P " Ameri-
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As a contraft of this instance of impofture,
and credulity, there was a real Prince, who

made the Duchefs an offer of his hand, and

that after an attachment which had fubfifted

twenty years. On a vifit to the Court of Sax

ony, the Duchefs firft met PRINCE RADZI-

V1L ; an illuftrious perfonage, who had pre-

tenfions to the Crown of Poland *. This high

character lived in a Style of dignified fplendor,

which excited the admiration of thofe who knew

not the amount of hisimmenfe revenues. The

Duchefs, Struck with the grandeur of his ftate,

practifed every ingratiating art which might at-

" Amerieanes.'''

Befide this fubject, there is a fmall tract

by WORTA, entitled,
" L'Horofope

Politique."

In this

he extols the character of Prince Henry of Pruffia, whom

he ftyles his dear and intimate friend. There is alfo another

fmall production, containing a felection of Poetic Pieces,

profeffedly tranflated from a Turkifh author, but really

written byWorta. His language, in profe, is energetic

in the extreme ; in poetry, it is mellifluous, and full of

tendernefs. He had certainly ftrong feelings, and a very

fuperior underftanding. To each of his publications, there

is an engraving of himfelf prefixed, which is encircled by
ftars, and rays, from a fmall reprefented fun, darting on the

top of his head. He was, altogether, a moft extraordinary

character.

* This illuftrious Pole is now living, and about fixty-

five years of age.

tract
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tract efteem. In this, She proved fo fuccefsful,
as to engage the heart of the Prince in her fa

vour. This was all She wanted ; for, the con

fequences of the engagement were, magnificent

prefents, and a correfpondence carried on, dur

ing a fucceffion of years. When the Duchefs

was about tomake a fecond vifit to Peterlburgh,

propofing to travel thither by land, She Signi

fied, in a letter to Prince Radzivil, her

intention of taking his dominions in her route.

The Prince, the force of whofe affection had

not been abated by time, received the determi

nation as an announcement of his approaohing

happinefs. The place of meeting was fixed,

and, as there was fomething Singularly roman

tic in the Style in which the interview was con

ducted, a defcription of it, as detailed by a fo

reign gentleman, who was of the party, may

not prove unentertaining to the reader.

BERf E, a village in a duchy belonging to

Prince Radzivil, was affigned for the ren

dezvous. It is Situated about forty miles from

Riga. The Duchefs being there arrived, was

waited on by an officer in the retinue of the

Prince, who was commissioned to inform her

Grace, that his matter propofed to difpenfe

with the ceremonials of rank, and vifit her as a

friend. The next morning was the time fpeci-

P 2 fied
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fied for this vifit taking place. In the interim,
the Duchefs was entreated to permit herfelf tq

be efcorted to an hotel, ten miles distant, whi

ther the Prince had difpatched his own cooks,

and other attendants, to wait on her Grace.

The next morning, the vifit, without ceremony^

took place, and thus was it conducted. Prince

RADZIVIL came with forty carriages, each

drawn by fix horfes ; and the different vehicles

contained his nieces, the ladies of his principal

lity, and other illuftrious characters. In addi

tion to thefe, there were fix hundred horfes led

in train, a thoufand dogs, and feveral boars ; a

guard of Huffars completed the fuite. Such

an affemblage, in a country furrounded by

Wood, gave an air of romance to the interview,
which was Still more heightened by the manner

in which the Prince contrived to amufe his

female gueft. He made two feafts, and they

were ordered in the following Style. The Prince

had caufed a village to be erected, confifting

of forty houfes, all of wood, and fancifully
decorated with leaves and branches. Thefe

houfes formed a circle ; in the middle ofwhich,

three fpaeious rooms were erected, one for the

Prince, a fecond for his fuite, and the third for

the repaft. Entering the village, in the way

to the rooms, all the houfes were Shut, and

the inhabitants appeared to have retired to reft.

The
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The entertainment, at the rooms* opened with

fplendid fireworks, on an adjoining piece of wa

fer, and two veffels, encountered each other in

a mock engagement, .The

.feaft,

fucceeded.—

Every thing was ferved Q» plate, and fumptu?

pus, were the difhes. The: Duchefs, who was

fafcirtated
. by . a reception fo fuperb, entered

with- all the exhilaration of fpirits into the fefti-

yity of»the evening ;,and, amufed the company

with the following Song :

" DANS rnon petit reduit,

" Je vis a rnon aife,

" Je nai qu'une table, et un lit,
■

' Un verre, et une chaife,

"Mais je m?en fert chaque jour,-

?' Pour carefler tour, a tour,

f Ma peinte et ma mie au guet,

" Ma peinte et ma
mie."

The feaft. being ended, Prince Radzivil

ponducted the Duphefs to the village, the

houfes of which were Shut before, and on a fud-

den they were converted into forty open Shops,

brilliantly decorated, and containing the richeft

commodities of different kinds. From thefe

fhops the Prince felected a variety of articles,

and prefented them to the Duchefs. A mag

nificent topaz, rings, boxes, trinkets. of all

defcrip„
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defcriptions, compofed the gifts *. The com*

pany then returned to the rooms, which were

thrown into one, and a ball was opened by
Prince Radzivil and the Duchefs. The minuets

and dances being concluded, the Company

quitted the ball-room, and in an inftant it was

in a blaze ; combuftible matter having been

previously difpofed throughout every part of the

building. The people of the village were feen

dancing round the fire. This entertainment,

which is unexaggerated in the defcription, was

fuppofed to have coft Prince Radzivil, at a

moderate computation, five thoufand pounds.

His Highnefs ended not here. At a coun

try feat, ten miles from Niceiffuis, his favourite

town, he gave a fecond feaft to the Duchefs.

This feaft was followed by a boar hunt ; for

the purpofe of which, his dogs had been

brought. The hunt was in a wood, at night.

A regiment of Huffars, with lighted torches

in their hands, formed a circle ; within which

were huntfmen, alfo with torches. The boar,

thus furrounded by fire, was intimidated, and,
after the ufnal fport, he fell a victim to his

* The Duchefs, through life, had been accuftomed to

receive prefents ; and, a great part of her perfonal property

was acquired in this manner.

purfuers.
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purfuers. At this hunt attended a numerous

party of the Polish nobility. During fourteen

days, the time of the Duchefs's continuance

with Prince Radzivil, fhe dined and Slept in

different houfes belonging to the Prince. As

the retinue moved from place to place, they, on

every third or fourth day, met a camp, formed

of the Prince's own guard. Travelling at

night from Niceiffuis, the roads were illumi

nated ; guards accompanied as efcorts, and, on

the arrival of the Duchefs, at the different

towns belonging to the duchy of the Prince,

the Magistrates waited on her with their gratu-

lations, and the cannon were fired. Here was

tranfporting fatisfaction ! and yet, fuch was

the oddity of the Duchefs, fo unique was fhe

in character, mind, and feeling, that, at the

moment of her being complimented with a feu

dejoye, fhe only thus expreffed her fentiments

of the princely treatment :
" He may fire as

"
much as he pleafes, but he fhall not hit my

"
mark

!"

Thefe were her own words ; the

commentary on them is obvious.

Befide this extraordinary difplay of mag

nificence, the Duchefs, ^luring her refidence in

Poland, had alfo the honour to be entertained

by one of the firft characters in the theatre of

the
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the world. This was COUNT OGINSKI*; of

whom the late King of Pruflia had fo exalted an

opinion, that he difpatched a letter to him, with

the following fuperfcribed orders :
" This is

"
to be forwarded to the Ornament of Human

" Nature!"

Such a compliment, from a So

vereign who was not eafily mistaken in charac

ters, muft have been highly flattering. But it

did, not exceed the merits of the Count ; he

was great, in every fenfe of the word. Befide

being the munificent rewarder of talents, and

the univerfal fuccourer of the diftreffed, his

accomplishments were of the moft endearing

kind. At a concert which he gave the Duchefs,

he performed on fix different instruments. His

establishment for mufical entertainments colt

him fifty thoufand ducats a year; about twenty-

five thoufand pounds of our money. He had a

theatre, in which plays, in the French, German,

and Polifh languages, were acted. Horfes he

had from the remotelt countries ; one, which

he fhewed the Duchefs, was brought him from

Jerufalem. With Louis the XVm he had

lived on terms of intimacy, refiding nine years

at the Court of France. He painted* inimita

bly; and,
among? othef articles, the Duchefs

* Count OgtnJki is now alive, and univerfally revered.

faw
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faw a piece of his execution, which originated

from the following incident : Louis the XVth

and the Count were walking in a garden, and

the French Monarch broke off a branch of an

apple-tree, in high bloflbm, and throwing it

at the Count, he faid,
"
OgiNski, you muft

"
paint that

forme."

The Count obeyed; and

the demife of the King happening before the

picture was finished, it remained in the poffef.

fion of the Count. At the manfion of this

Nobleman, the Duchefs continued a few days ;

and Prince Radzivil accompanying her

there, an emulation feemed to prevail whomoft

ftiould Shew her a marked attention*. She was,

however,

* For the uncommon kihdnefs fhew'n the Duchefs by
Prince Radzivil, fhe profeffed the greateft gratitude. A pa

triarchal age of thankfulnefs would not be long enough to

difcharge the obligation ! At Peterlburgh, an opportunity

occurred of making a partial return for the favours received.

It was as follows i

A favourite niece of Prince Radzivil married an officer in

the Ruffian fervice, with whom fhe had fallen in love. To

obtain his promotion in the army, the happy pair (for the

happinefs of reciprocal affection was their lot) went to Pe

terlburgh, ande ther the hufband loft, at play, about feven

thoufand pounds, one thoufand of which he paid ; but,

Q diftreffed
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however, Shackled, as it were, in mind. There

was famenefs even in princely fplendor; and

famenefs to her was ever difguftieg. An Aven-

turier, like WORTA, could have fucceeded,

where a Prince like RADZIVIL failed of his

point *. The one was a fixed,the other an ec

centric character; and eccentricity, in every

variation of form or action, accorded moft for

cibly with her feelings.

diftreffed for the remainder of the fum, the niece of

Prince Radzivil folicitcd the Duchefs for a loan to the

amount ; which flie abfolutely refuted, pleading diftrefs ;

although flie abounded in money, andwas in high credit.

* In fo heterogeneous a character as that of the lady who

2s the fubject of this detail, it is difficult to difcriminate the

propenfities, and pronounce how far they are influenced by

any genuine motive, or paffion. The Duchefs had an ap

parent attachment to a Polifh Bifliop, the Bijhop ofWilna.

She alfo, when at Rome, difcovcred fomething more than,

friendfhip for the Patriarch of Jerufalcm. The Bifliop of

VIUna firft faw the Duchefs at Rsme. He is a moft amiable

charader ; but perhaps it was more the vanity of
inconfiften-

cy, than any real affection, which actuated the Duchefs in

her apparent tendernefs. To contemn the offers of Prince

Radzivil, whom fhe actually might have married, and have

had the lofs of her fortune abundantly compenfated, and to.

defire an union where it could not be obtained, was that

fpecies of contrariety, which dillinguifhed this, lady through

life. Perhaps, flie is the firft Englifhwomanwho ever wenf

to jf.erufalem for a lover !

The
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The actuating influence of this eccentricity

it was, which too generally contaminated the

benefits of the Duchefs, by mifdirecting them

to the moft worthlefs objects. Thus, in the

enumeration of her purfe-leeches, we find

that human blood -fucker, MAJOR SEM-

PLF, whom fhe liberated from Calais pri-

fon, and it was termed, by the undifcerning, an

act of gener.ofity. But, the fact is, that the

Duchefs, hearing of the confinement of the

man, declared, in a moment, that fhe would

contrive to have him releafed, and the method

fhe propofed was, to bribe the prifon guards,

faw the iron bars of fhe window of his room,

and thus effect an efcape. This Stratagem hufied

the Duchefs for a week. The creditors of

Semple all the time fuppofing that her Grace

was calculating the amount of their demands,

in order to difcharge them. The project of an

efcape being defeated, the Duchefs found her-

felf to be fo embarraffed in the bufinefs, that

fhe was compelled to do fomething to gratify
the expectations which her officious interference

had raifed. A trifle was divided among the

creditors, and Mr. Semple was Shipped for

England, to profecute his depredations on the

honeft part of the community.

Q^ Of
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Of the qualities of the Duchefs of Kingfton,

a kind of mafculine courage feemed the moft

predominant. She had always a brace of loaded

piitols by the fide of her bed, and her in

junctions to her female domeftics were, never

to enter her chamber unlefs the bell rang, as, by
fudden furprize fhe might be induced to fire

at them. This She moft unquestionably would

have done. In her travelling carriage there

were fire-arms, and once, on her route to Pe

terlburgh, fhe difcharged a cafe of piftols at a

party fuppofed to have inimical defigns. This

heroifm, fo uncommon in the female breaft,

was inherited by the Duchefs, for, her mother,
who once refided at Chelfea, walked thither

each evening from London, with a brace of

piftols in her pocket, as the means of her de-*

fence,

It was this kind of courage, rather than rea|

magnanimity, which fupported the Duchefs

under the extreme of Sufferance. Pending her

trial in the Houfe of Peers, her ferocity of fpi-

rit broke forth whenever She withdrew from the

bar; and, the moment when her conviction

was announced, the idea of keeping poffeffion

of her property by force, occurred to hermind.

Scarcely had the Chancellor concluded his in

formation of her having been adjudged guilty

by
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by her Peers, than flie turned toMr. Glover,

and faid,
" You hear that I am convicted ;

"
there are blunderbujfes and piftols at Kingftop

"

Houfe, go there directly, turn all the fer-

"
vants out of doors, and keep poSfjffion of the

"

hoai'e, for me, by
force."

Thus a conviction,

under which others would have Sunk, but little

affected the mind of the Lady who is the fub-

ject of this detail ; her title, more than her

character, engroffed her attention. Her do-

domeftics were Struck with the abfurdity of

continuing the Stile after her conviction,, which

they had ufed before that event., They ac

cordingly requested to be informed, how her

Grace chofe to be designated by them ? Her

anfwer was ;
" Call me Duchess ofKingston,

" fo be fur
e,"

As in life, fo in death, this lady was eccenr

trie. The day before her demife fhe ate a brace

of partridges, and fome other game; flie ex

pired having fcarcely Swallowed two large bum

pers of Madeira. Except an attack at Pe

terlburgh, when an epidemic difeafe prevailed,

and the fever with which fhe was feized on her

return from Rome to meet her trial, fhe ex

perienced not an illnefs of a day. The me

thod fhe took to preferve health, was that of

braving every element. The fevereft cold

neither
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neither impeded her journey, nor difcompofed

her feelings. Fires, in her apartments, were

rather in conformity to eftablifhed ufage, than

as neceffaries for herfelf ; and, as a proof of her

exemption from all medical rule, fhe almoft

totally reverted order in every thing. Late

fhe retired to reft ; early She arofe. For a flight

indication of the gout, fhe inftantly plunged

her feet in cold water ; and phlebotomy, whe

ther proper or not, was the univerfal recipe to

which, on every indication of malady, She re-

Sorted.

Living, as did the Duchefs in the early pe

riod of her life, within the Court circle, her

exterior manners had a polifh, and her actions,

when fhe chofe it, a grace. When the funfliine

of good humour exhilarated her fpirits, there

was brilliancy in every thing flie did ; but, as

fne could be fafcinating, the reverie was too

much in her power, and too frequently in her

inclination. Viewed fupeificially, and, by a

tranfient acquaintance, She appeared irrefiftibly
attractive ; an intimacy diifolved the charm,

and even her moft partial could only

feel a pity, that the powers of eminently p leaf

ing, Should not be united with internal worth.

This deficiency it was which rendered her pro-

miles not to be relied on. They were merely

thrown
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thrown out as lures, without any feriovis inten

tion of ever performing them. Hence, her

friends, as fhe termed them, were changed like

her garments ; and the only permanent attach

ments She had, were to thofe whom flie fekiom

faw. It ferved her for an amufement, on a

journey, to dictate letters to former acquaint

ances, and whether they lived in Saxony, Pruf^

fia, Poland, Peterlburgh, Italy, or England,

they were all complimented as being the exclu

sive engroffers of her eSteem. On her trial

ending, fhe inftantly dictated two letters, the

one to his Pruffian Majefty, the other to the

Emprefs of Ruffia. In both thefe epiftles, the

Sovereigns to whom they were addreffed, were

her " deareft friends, on whom alone fhe relied,

"
under God, for confolation in her afflictions. She

"
was overwhelmed, like /wrDAVID, by troubles,

" but there were Princes gracioufly inclined alfo,

" like DAVID, to fuccour the opprejfedl This

was to excite pity. FREDERIC, in return,

offered Berlins an afylum, and intimation was

given, by the Pruffian Minister,
" That her

"
property, if tranfmitted to the capital of his

" matter's dominions, would be perfectly
fe-

"
cure."

Probably fhe thought that this would

be too literally -the cafe; for, after receiving

the intimation, and expreffing her very grateful

fenfe of the favour, file thus expreifed herfelf

to
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to an Englifh friend,
" The King of Pruffia is

"

devilijhly clever, but Ifhall not truft
him"

Fof

her Imperial Majefty, the Duchefs affected the

greateft predilection. If She really had any,

famenefs of fex, and other according principles,

might be the caufe.

Profufe as the Duchefs was in promifes, they

naturally occafioned her to be furrounded with

expectants. Thefe flie always difgufted by dis

appointing them, and they either became ene

mies, or indifferents. Thofe whom fhe actu

ally benefited, could not cordially efteem her,

there being too frequently Something intermin

gled with the favours conferred, to render it

more than fufpicious that they were not the genu

ine emanations of a liberal mind. The brother of

Sir George Shuckburgh her Grace had adopted.

The naval line he chofe to purfue. Becoming a

Lieutenant, it fell to his, lot, by what is termed

the
" fortune ofwar

"

to be taken a prifoner in

the a&ion with PAUL JONES. The confine

ment, and other circumftances, confpiring, oc

cafioned an illnefs, which terminated in a

dropfy. Recovering fufficiently to undertake

the journey, he paid the Duchefs a vifit at Ca

lais. She received him very cordially ; intro

duced him to the French officers as a prodigy

of courage ; took care to have it known that he

was
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was, a ,
younger brother, without any fortune,

and whole dependence was qn her only. His

illnefs was next deplored, and the means of an

effectual recovery were deliberated on. The

air near Calais was thought more falutary than

that in the town ; the Duchefs, therefore, pro-

pofed it to.Mr. SHUCKBURGH to have an

apartment prepared for his immediate reception.

He confented, and was conveyed .'to the houfe

which her Grace had felected for his accommo

dation. The reader will judge, of his feelings,
when he, is informed, that the carriage abfo-

lutely Stopped at an HOSPITAL !-
and the de

signated apartment was a fmall room, the walls

of which were plaftered. A female nurfe was

to have rbeen the only attendant ; and the Du

chefs, who had a peculiar turn for amplifica

tion, enumerated the advantages of the Situ

ation to each of her vifitants. Mr. Shuckburgh

was fo affected, that it became his only conside

ration how he might frame fome plaufible ex-

cufe to return to England. He effected hispur-

pofe by getting a friend to write to him, and

prefs it as
a'

matter ofmoment to his professional

intereft,. to prefent himfelf, as foon as poffible,

at the,Admiralty*

This mode of providing for the cure of an

invalid was not more Singular than the manner

R. which
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which the Duchefs took to prbrriore the fortunes,

of her friends in health. 'Two instances, out

of a thoufand choice ones, Shall fuffice.

The eldeft fpn of the P-refident CQCQVB

had been felected by the Duchefs to accompany
her to. Rome. He had borne a comrrfiflioh in.

the guards of the French Monarch. On the

journey to and from Rome he was every thing

that refpectful attention could dictate. The

Duchefs profeffed the greatest fenfibility of his.

kindnefis, called him her fon, and pmmifed to,

advance his fortune. He afterwards accompa

nied her Grace to Peterlburgh, and, at
tnev.ex-

piration of feven years attendance, the Duchefs

onemorning thus addrefied him : '* COCOVE,

<c. my fortune \ only prize as it gives me the

?t

opportunity ofmaking othtrs happy. \ loveyou.

"
as a fon, and I will put twenty thou/andpounds

" in your pocket ! That, I think, fhould con-

"-tent you."— Mr, COCOVE replied, "It

(S
moft affuredly

would;"

and he only wished

to know the means of -'acquiring
fuch a fum.

The Duchefs explained herfelf thus ;
" I will

"
write to Vprgennes, my friend, and get him

"
,to obtain for you a considerable grant of

' ' land between Calais and Dunkirk. It is a

" foil fit for the growth of Scotch firs. \ will

" be at the expence of planting, and, in about

"

thirl-)
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"

thirty or forty years, .theplantation will pro-

" duce a
fortune,"

Here was generality with

a vengeance ! Hope was firft artfully raifed by
the hand of flattery, then unfeelingly depreffed

by that of difappointment.

The Sifter of the gentleman thus treated is

the fecond inftance intended to be adduced.

She was married, and had a numerous offspring.

The Duchefs reqliefted this lady to be of her

party to Peterlburgh, which was considered by
her Grace merely as an excurfioh from London

to Hampton Coutr. The hufband hefitated,

for he loved his children ; the wife required a

little time to cohfider, for fhe dreaded the in

clemency of the northern elements. At laft

feelings yielded to promifes, and the invitation

was accepted. The Duchefs, and her female

friend, as fhe
then"termed'

her, fet out. for Pe

terlburgh. Arriving there, the ductility of

difpofition and manners, before af-

fumed, were all laid afide,
'

and nature appeared

in her genuine colours'. Under a pretence of

guarding- the
honour'

of the lady, the Duchefs,
as

the'

confervatbr of her connubial chaftity,

had her locked up for forty-one days, and

would have prolonged her incarceration, had

fhe not contrived the means of efcapingto the

French Ambaffador, from whom
She'

obtained

R 2
money
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money to defray the expence of her return to

her native country. This lady only accompa

nied the Duchefs on the faith of her promifes

to make her and her family happy during the
remainder of their lives. It was thus with al-

moft every perfon to whom fhe, Stood engaged

by any folemn pledge of her honour. Is it

furprifing that fhe fhould have lived and died

without friends to folace or lament her ?

Some of the habits of the Duchefs have been

before alluded to. They were all, when a
pur-

pofe was not to be anfwered, under the dictation

of the moment of feeling. That which would

have Startled others gratified, rather than in

commoded, her Grace. What appetite re

quired fhe.indulged, and vain were contrary re

monstrances. In the little of difeafe which. fhe:

experienced, the recommendation of phyficians

was difregarded. Sir Clifton Wintringham once

Strongly requested the Duchefs to live a little

more abftemioufly. It was in the afternoon,

and flie patiently endured him. The evening
paffed with a fymptomatic fever, and, at three:

o'clock in the morning after his advice, fhe

called him a fool, faid, The ftomach was

**
made to be

filled,"

and ordered a capon to be

roaftcd for her fupper. -Previous to her trial

She fwallowed Strong emetics, for
the"

purpofe of

realizing
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realizing an illnefs which She had affumedj

when the purpofe was anfwered, fhe -ate hear

tily, and laughed at, the deception.

External delicacy, is. fuppofed to be pecu

liarly annexed, as an habit, to a cenain rank

in life. TheDuchefs was indifputably entitled

to elevated rank ; but, many of her habits were

fuch as would caufe the vulgar to blufhvfrom

their not having been initiated in the, myfteries

of fafhionable breeding. If at table, and with:

company, the Duchefs happened accidentally to

fwallow a tainted oyfter ; with the utmoft cool-

nefs fhe called for a receiver, threw it off her

Stomach, and pioufly thanked her Maker for

being fo much better.

Her idea, like that of DOCTOR LAST, was

to get rid of an enemy by every

*

poffible eva

cuation. Even time, place, or convenience,

were 'not confidered, if the enemy were preffing.

An infta'nce of this occurred at Peterlburgh ;

which gave rife to lampoons in every houfe in

that capital. The Duchefs-ftopped, one morn

ing at the Shop of a cabinet-maker, to. look,

as was her cuftom, at the various articles tie-

had for fale. In a particular apartment there

was a piece of furniture, commodious foE.the

purpofe her grace wanted. She fent the niafter

of the Shop oh a frivolous commiffionrand paid

her
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her devoirs as nature directed : oh his return*

all things were, as he left them, in a covered

ftate, and the Duchefs retired with a promife to

honor him with her favors at a future time.

It was the feafon of fummer when exhalations

are powerful ; and the cabinet-maker had the

fenfe of fmelling in perfection. He traced the

effect to the proper caufe, and he Waited on the

Duchefs to inform her, that flie had fo da

maged the piece of furniture as to induce him

to hope fhe would purchafe it. This fhe re-

fufed, and the refufal induced him, out of re

venge, to difcover the circumstance. It cir

culated through Peterfburgh, and reached the

ears of the Emprefs, who laughed moft

heartily'

at the tranfaction ; of which the Duchefs be

ing apprifed, fhe fent for the cabinet-maker, and

paid him the price which he demanded for the

utenfil.

Habits, manners, and principles, compofe

the fum of life, and render the fubject of them

eftimable or obnoxious. In what point of

view the Duchefs ofKingfton was lately beheld,
and is now considered, may be known by her

living almoft friendlefs, and dying unregretted.

The rights of fepulture are withheld her ; for

flie, at thismoment lieth an outcaft fufpended be

tweenEanh aridHeaven. Nota relative anxious

for
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for her honourable "interment ; not an execu

tor disinterested enough to have' her remains,

pblivioned by the duft ; not a tear fhed on ac

count of-her departure, nor an heart affedted by
her lofs. The few inquiries made, are direct-!

ed Solely, to the nature of her will ; and the

Struggle is, pot about the refpeet j;o her memo

ry, but the division, of her property. That it

,was immenfe, notwithstanding.artful reports to

the contrary, the bequefts, in the form of tef-

tamental papers, will eyinee. Thofe teftameli-

tal papers, with fome elucidatory notes, are here

Subjoined. The reader, in, perufing them, if

a female, Should not be.dazzled by an inventory
pf Splendid property; She lhould rather be taught

to difdain ppffeflions, improperly acquired, when

fhe perceives a character, like theDUCHESS

OF KINGSTON, through life abounding, yet

poor, amidft abundance ; and, although con

stantly in the nurfuit of, happinefs, to the laft

destitute of that internal peace, which virtue

and religipn only can impart.

Printed
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Printed literally and verbally from the Original,

TRANSLATED from the French.

I* Piece TESTAMENT of her Grace (her

Highnefs) the Duchefs of Kingfton

made the
7th

day of Octor. 1786.

Within the cover is written

Land called the or the *

zBd Piece THIS is the laft will and teftament

of me the moft noble Elizabeth Du

chefs of Kingfton in England Coun-

tefs of Warth in the Electorate of

Bavaria and Duchefs of Kingfton in

Ruffia daughter of the late Colonel

Thomas Chudleigh of Hall in the

parifh ©f Harford in the county of

Devon and of his wife Harriet daugh

ter of Chudleigh Efq. of

Chalmington in the county of Dor?

*''

What is meant by this prefatory fentence, is impoffible

to conjecture. Nor can it beotherwife reconciled, than by
remarking, that as the whole of the will is a jumble of in-s

connflcncics, the introduction is of a piece with the reft.

Set 5
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fet : which I make in manner foll^w^

ing
Viz'

I give leave and bequeath all that houfe

and land Situate at Knightfbridge in the

pariSh of SaintMargaretWeftminfter call

ed Kingfton Houfe together with the

Gardens and all the Fields purchafed of

Mr. Swinhoe with all the appurtenances

•A*

untd

his heirs and affigns for the perpetual uSe

of the faid A his heirs

and affigns and all that piece of land and

field called Dairy Fields which is held on

a long leafe ofMr. Swinhoe whereof there

are already thirty years expired unto the

faid A his executors admi

nistrators and affigns for all the remainder

of the term yet to come and Unexpired

and all other lands and tenements Situate

near the faid houfe and the eftate thereun

to belonging and not otherwife difpofed

of by this prefent act unto the faid A

* This bequeft to Mr. " A," is a very handfbme one,

and it is a pity that alphabetical gentleman, as well as his

near telation, Mr. "
B,"

fhould have fo effentially ill treat

ed the Duchefs, as to induce her, as fhe afterwards doth, to

transfer her bounty to perfonsmore deferring,

S his
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his administrators and affigns
h'eJ

and they paying out of the
revenue there

of to Margaret Cramont daughter of Cap-*

tain Cramont formerly one of Aid de

Camp of General Oglethorpe an annual

rent of one hundred pounds during her

life with which I hereby charge the faid

houfe land and eftate and I give her the

fame power of entry and feifin in cafe of

non-payment for fix months as is cufto-

mary with refpect to common rent charges

bequeathed on real eftates ; the firft fix

months payment to be made on the firft

quarter day on which rents are ufually paid

which Shall happen immediately after my
deceafe.

I give leave and bequeath the two fields

or pieces of land Situate between the land

called the Duke of Rutland's land and the

B garden belonging to Kingfton Houfe unto

his heirs and affigns for

the perpetual ufe of the faid B hi9

heirs and affigns

I give leave and bequeath all the field

or piece of land one part whereof is a

kitchen garden fituate between Kingfton

Houfe and a houfe or farm and land now

ufed



C J31 3

L, ufed as a boardingrfchool unto

his heirs and affigns for the perpetual ufe

of the faid L, his heirs and

affigns And I giye and bequeath all the

furniture pictures china houfehold linen

fire-arms kitchen and garden copper uten-

fils and other things belonging to the faid

houfe kitchen garden Stables coach-houfes

A, and other buildings unto the faid

his executors administrators and affigns

unto whom I have given the faid houfe.

I give leave and bequeath all that car

pital houfe hen-houfes farm and domain

ground and other lands meadows and paf-

ture grounds called Hall Situate in the

pariSh of Harford in the county ofDevon

and all thofe houfes lands and farms with

their appurtenances called Luks Landford

Barn and Dards Tenements in the faid pa

rish of Harford, containing one hundred

and twenty acres of land or thereabouts

with their appUrtenances and dependencies

and the ruined cottage and meadow called

Oddacombe Meadow containing one

acres of land and two other cottages

houfes places and gardens with their de

pendencies formerly in the} poffeffion of

John Worth or his tenant, one other
cot-

S 2 tage
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tage garden and inclofure in the poffeffiot}
pf Thomas Pearce,and likewife one moiety
of the Lordfhip of Harford and a moiety
of the right of patronage of, the parifh

church of Harford and of theMarfh called,

Harford Marfh and all the other Eftates

now in my ppffeffion in the county of

Devon with all the appurtenances and ap

pendages (fubje<ft to an annual payment

of fifty pounds from me to Mrs. Mafon

during her life who has lived in mv

houfe called Hall in different circumftan

ces and has received the faid rent-charge

for feveral years and which is Still paid to

her and for which I charge my eftates in

the county of Devon and give to her the

fame power to be paid in the fame man

ner as I have directed for the rent-charge

herein above given to Margaret Cramond)
unto Sir George Shuckburgh Baronet Sir

Richard Heron and George Payne of

Brooklands in the county of Surry Efq,
their heirs and affigns with power to trans

fer the fame to the ufe of

during his life and after his deceafe to the

ufe of the firft fecond and other fons fuc-

ceffively of the faid in the

male line and in default of male heirs of

fhe 1'aid C or in cafe of there being
any
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any they fhould happen to die before the

age of twenty one years then to the ufe

P of during his life and after

his deceafe to the ufe of the firft fecond

or any other fon of the faid P fucr

ceffively in the male line and in default

of male iffue of the faid P or in

cafe there fhould be any and that they

Should happen to die before the age of

twenty one years then to the ufe of the

Revd. John Penrofe Clerk of Fieldbor

tough in the county of Nottingham dur

ing his life and after his deceafe for the

ufe of the firft fecond and every other

male child of the faid John Penrofe fucr

ceffively and in default of male iffue of the

faid John Penrofe or in cafe there fhould

be any and that they Should happen to die

before the age of twenty-one years then

to the ufe of the Revd. John Donifthornc

of Corkney in the faid county of Not

tingham his heirs and affigns and I do

hereby order that all and every perfon or

perfons unto whom I have bequeathed my

laideftates in the county of Devon * Shall

be obliged to take the furname and arms

* Thefe faid eftates in the county of Devon amount, im

fh.e annual income, to about one hundredpounds ayear.

Of
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pf Chudleigh as foon as they Shall have

jtaken pofleffion thereof and in default of

conforming themfelves thereto, the perfon

remaining neareft fhall be at liberty to

take pofleffion of the faid eftate and to

enjoy the fame as if the perfon refufing

was dead I do alio order that trustees be

appointed in fuch place as fhall be thought

neceffary to preferve the contingent remain

der, with power to the perfon in poffef-

fion or the guardians of the children who

fhall have a right to the eftate when they

Shall have attained the age of twenty one

years to leafe the fame And I hereby
give and bequeath all the furniture plate

pictures china looking glaffes linen, fire

arms carriages waggons houfehold uten-

fils garden tools horfes horned cattle an

nuity and all other things belonging to

the houfes park land gardens baths

and appurtenances at Thorefby Holm

Pierepoint and all the other houfes

lately belonging to his Grace the Duke

of Kingfton deceafed in the county of

Nottingham or any other part of Eng
land (the county of Middlefex only ex

cepted) unto the faid Sir George Shuck-

burgh Sir Richard Heron and George

Paine their executors administrators and

affigns
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affigns on condition of having them va

lued and estimated by two indifferent per-

fons of the greateft Skill and

according to their different forts and qua

lities and to offer them firft to Charles,

Meadows of Efq. if he will

make a purchafe thereof at the price of

the valuation and pay the amount thereof

in five equal annual portions but if he

refufes to accept of it, it fhall then be

publicly fold by the faid truftees, their

executors administrators and affigns, and

the monies arifing therefrom fhall be re

ceived and retained by them ; and if the

furniture and other things produce the fum

of fifteen thoufand pounds or more this

fum of fifteen thoufand pounds Shall be

paid to Evelin Philip Meadows Efquire *

of Chaillot near Paris and the furplus be

advanced by the faid Sir George.Shuck-

* Thefe are the chattels bequeathed her by his Grace of

fongfton, which, as her perfonal property, will, of courfe,

occafion a conteft on the part of the next of kin. The pre-

tenfions of Evelyn Meadows to this bequeft, are, to fuch a

character as the Duchefs, the beft founded imaginable. He

difgraced her by a profecution, which finally exiled her.

LikeCharles the Second, file provided for enemies ; leaving

her friends to confole themfelres with the love of her good

qualities.

burgh
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burgh Sir Richard Heron and
George*

Payne their executors administrators and

affigns on Government fecurity the inte

reft to be paid to the faid Evelin Philip
Meadows during his life and after his de

ceafe the principal Shall be divided equally

among his children with benefit of Survi

vorship until twenty one years and the

provision for their maintenance Shall be

taken in the ufual manner out of the in

terests of the faid fecurities but if the faid

Evelyn Philip Meadows Should not leave

any children it Shall be paid and applied to

the benefit of the children of the faid

Charles Meadows, his eldeft fon excepted,

equally with benefit of Survivorship and the

ufual administration for the maintenance

of them as ordered with refpect to thd

children of the faid Evelyn Philip Mea

dows. But if the whole does not pro

duce fifteen thoufand pounds then the total

fhall be paid to the faid Evelyn Philip
Meadows and if it Should fo happen that

the faid EvelynPhilip Meadows Should die

before me, then the faid produce Shall be

paid unto and divided amongft his children

if more than one with the ufual. provision

for their maintenance as herein beforemen

tioned and if he leaves only one child the

faid
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faid produce fhall be given to fuch child

and if he Should die without heirs it fhall

then be paid to the children of the faid

Charles Meadows, his eldeft fon excepted,

in the fame manner as to thofe of the faid

Evelyn Philip Meadows. And I alfo give

and bequeath unto faid Charles Meadows

all the communion plate which belonged

to the chapel of Thorefby and which

were taken away With the other velfels and

fent by miftake to St. Peterlburgh irt Ruf-

fia *, and my gold defert plate with the

Cafe of knives forks and fpoorts of gold

and four golden fait cellars all engraved

with the arms of Kingfton and alfo

one large fait Cellar called Queen Eliza

beth's fait cellar together with all my other

gold and gilt plate whatfoeVer, either for

ufe or ornament and likewife the following
plate viz. one large cittern with ornament^

* To ftl'ip a chapel of the Communion plate, and pre

tend that the facramental veffels could be fent from Not',

tinghamfhire to Rujjid by mi stake, is adding a lie Xofacri*

lege. If it were poffible that the Communionplate Were fent

to Peterfbugh, by miftake, how cdine it not to be returned

When the miftake was difcorered ? It is Clocking to confider

to what length the luft of avarice can vnpel the humasi

mind. A chapel may be rolled, and the impiety of the

deed may be termed a miftake

T
-weighing
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weighing 3606 ounces two large Silver

veffels to put wine in with their pedeftals

and appurtenances one large cover one

middle piece weighing 632 oz. 5dwts. two

large tureens with covers weighing
13420a-

5dwts. and their difhes; two tureens with

handles weighing 592 oz. 10 dt.— Two

corner tureens weighing together 650oz.

3 7 dt. two foup diShes weighing 1710Z.

I9dt. four ice pails weighing together

i$z oz. 13 dt. two large cups weighing to

gether 266 oz. 5dt. two cups weighing

J580Z. iodt. fix cups weighing together

278 oz. 8dt. fix cups weighing together

i88oz. 8 dt. two cups weighing 44 oz.

I4dt. two cups weighing 71 oz. i6dt.

four cups weighing 700Z. i-6dt. eight

cups plain round weighing 2340Z. 6dt.

eight deep round cups weighing 1840Z.

four corner cups weighing 760Z. 4dt. fix

Sauce boats weighing 1280Z. i9dt. five

dozen of plain plates weighing 14410Z'.

I4dt. and fix dozen of wrought plates

weighing 14370Z.
i3dt.*—And I alfo give

* This fpecification of valuable articles is aftonifiiing ;

and flill more aflonifhing is the current language of one, at

leaft, of the Executors, that the Duchefs died impoveriflied,

How far a mixture olfelf-intereft may caufe fuch reports to

be propagated, "is matter ofconfideration for
the'

relatives.

him
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him my nine dozen ofMoco handle knives

and forks mounted in gold which I bought

atRome and likewife the whole length por-

trates of the late Duke of Kingfton and of

the prefent Duchefs,of Kingfton to be put

up at Tho'refby which as well as all the

plates fhajl be reputed as an heir loom of

the faid houfe ; and I alfo give him the

feveral pieces of cannon and the Ships and

veffel on Thorefby Lake all the copper

fountains locks bolts bars bells—and all

other furniture in and about the houfes

garden? Stables and houfes thereunto be

longing to be reputed as appendages of

the faid houfe and I giye and, bequeath

to Mrs. Meadows wife of the faid Charles

Meadows all my gold fillagree work plate

toilette furniture together with all the an

cient enamelled ornaments thereto belong

ing and all the cabinets and other pieces of

japan, ware all the gold and gilt plate and

japan ware, are now at St. Petersburg,

alfo my pearl necklace confifting of

of pearls with two drop pearls in the Shape

of pears Strung at the two ends of the

necklace and which belonged heretofore to

the family of Kingfton And I order that

all the plate and the pearl necklace here-

above mentioned and given to Mr. and

T 2 Mrs.
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Mrs. Charles Meadows as aforei'aid Shall be

carried and placed at Thorefby and that

they Shall enjoy the fame for ever together

with the houfe as ap heir iQpm,

T give leave and bequeath my houfe

Situate at Montmartre or in any other place

at or near Paris in the kingdom of France

with the gardens and appurtenances unto,

Meffrs, Girardot and H^Uer bankers at

Paris on condition of their felling the fame;

and paying oiit of the money arifing there-«

from to the Abbe Fillatree now at the

Prince Cardinal of Rohan's one thoufand

Louis-d'ors unto the faid Mr. Haller fix-

fiundred Louis-d'ors to purchafe a pair of

diamond Shoe buckles to Madam de Grofs.

at Paris one thoufand Louis-d'ors to. Mr,

1'Ekoufe of Paris five hundred Louis-d'ors

to Mr. Bccket de M°yceque of Calais

fecond fon of the late President Cocove '*

one thoufand Louis-d'ors and'to pay to my

truftees five hundred Louis-d'ors to be

placed out at intereft and pay- the inconie

to Madamoifelle Cafferiere a
young lady

of Calais-^Sifter of the late Mr. Cafferiere

* The eldeft fon, who travelled with the Duchefs tq

ttome, Peterlburgh, and other places, is commended by her-

good willies, tq the care of tleuyen.
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©f the Cuftom-houfe during her life and

after her deceafe to pay the principal to

the faid Mr. Becket de Moyceque of

Calais to purchafe an annual rent of one

hundred Louis d'ors for ever for the bene

fit of the two tehopte at Calais for the edu

cation of all the children which Shall be

brought there for instruction according to

the rules of thofe Schools newly established

.andthe rent to be paid one half each to

each of the faid Schools, the receipts of

the Six brothers of the boys fchool and of

the fix filters of the girls fchool fhall be a

fufficient.discharge and to employ
*
a fuf

ficient fum for building a pri'fon for the

prifoners of war and thofe for debttn order

to keep them Separate from the crimi

nals; and if there Should remain any mo-r

pey over and above thefe difpofals they

Shall employ a fufficient quantity for the

building of a water mill in a -f convenient

place

* This idea of erefting a feparate prifon for the debtors,
$ras fuggefted to the Duchefs byMajor Semple, who ftated it

to have been his principal fufferance, to have had his feelings

wounded, by being liable to mix \yith rogues.

*j- This jocular mode of converting the Mayor ofCa,

jnto a Miller, is altpgether fo Suitable, to the genius of
■

Te/lai

•lais

genius of the

f'ftator,
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place in the town ofCalais for the ufe and

benefit of the public (as at certain times

when the wind fails the poor are liable to

be without bread) which fhall grind gratis

for the poor on Mondays Wedncfdays and

Fridays under the inspection and direction

of the mayor of the town, and laftly the

remainder to be employed by Mr. Haller

in brilliants for Mademoifellc Hougherot,

none of the diamonds to be under the

weight of one carat. I will that all the

plate aud other effects (the pictures ex

cepted) which are in the houfe at Paris be

fold by my executors the money arising

therefrom to be placed out in government

or other good fecurities and the intereft

thereof to be paid to Mrs. Donifthorne

•wife of the aforementioned Reverend John

Donifthorne during her life and after her

death the capital to be divided among her

children in fuch manner and at fuch times

as fhe Shall direct by deed or teftament in

default of which difpofal on her part it

Shall be divided among them in equal por

tions to be paid to them when they fhall

have respectively attained the twenty firft

Tftator, as not, perhaps, tooccur to the mind of any, other

perfon in the univerfe. There is an air of lunacy pervades
the whole of the will.

year
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year of their age with the ufual power for

their maintenance and benefit of Survivor

ship if any of them die before attaining the

age of twenty one years but if She leaves

no iffue then to fuch perfons and in fuch

manner as fhe fhall direct in the faid deeds

or teftament And I give leave and be

queath my hotel and the garden adjacent

together with the Stables dependencies and

appurtenances Situate at Calais in the faid

kingdom of France to the government

of the faid kingdom to be employed to

makethe refident of the commandant of

the faid town of Calais for the time be

ing to be delivered after the furniture and

fixtures Shall be taken out together with

the wines and liquors which are in the

cellar
*
which are to be left for the ufe of

the firft commandantWhoShall refide there—

I give and bequeath the pictures in the

gallerv of the faid hotel painted by Mig-

nard to the Lord Mayor Aldermen and

Commonalty of theCityofLondonbegging

* This cellar is in exellent condition as to what it con

tains, for there are aboutforty thoufand bottles of different

forts of wine in it. The prefent commandant, having pafTed

his grand climacteric, is not qualified to enjoy the plea-

fures of the cellar, but, fhould it fall to the lo.t of a io&.

vivant, it would prove a molt acceptable bequeft.

their



their acceptance thereof and that the?
would place them in the Egyptian hall of

the Manfion houfe which the Lord Mayor

of the faid City for the time being inha

bits *. I give and bequeath the
remainder'

of the pictures and the furniture of the

faid hotel (the plate and houfehold linen

excepted) unto the faid Sir George Shuck-

burg Sir Richard Heron and George Payne

their executors administrators and affip-ns

to be ibid by auction at the beginning of

the menth of May in the year next after

my deceafe, and to regulate the accounts

6f Mr. Speake my maitre d'hotel in that

town under the inspection of Mr. John

Williams my maitre d'hotel at the hotel

of Kingfton and pay him the balance if

any be due to him alfo to pay to each of

my Englifh domeftics who Shall be in my

fervice at the hour of my deceafe the fum

of twenty pounds each to pay the expences

of their paffageand journey And I order

hereby that the reft of the monies arifing

"* There are fixteen of thefe piftures, and very valuable

thev are ; but whether they may ever come into the pof-

feffion of the Corporation ofLondon, is, at prefent, a little

problematical. The relations of the Duchefs may think it

quite as well to convert them into cafli, as to have them or

nament the Hall to which the Duchefs, in a moment of

folly, conligned them.

from
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from the faid fale fhall be equally divided

by the faid Sir George Shuckburgh Sir

Richard Heron and George Payne their

executors administrators and affigns among

the children of the fitters of the late Sir

John Chudleigh with the ufual powers

for their maintenance and benefit of Survi

vorship in cafe any of them fhould die be

fore having received the legacies And I

hereby order that the plate the Silver urn

excepted which Shall be in my faid hotel at

the day ofmy deceafe Shall be fent to my

houfe at KnightSbridge called Kingfton

Houfe for the ufe and behoof of the faid

A his executors administrators and

affigns unt whom I have left the faid

houfe And I give and bequeath all the

houfehold linen to Madomoifelle Charles

Meadows. I give and bequeath to Mr.

Fry Dr. of Medicine at Rome who at

tended me during my abode in that City
all my houfehold linen the furniture pic

tures plate linen china and all the other

goods and effects whatfoever belonging to

rne in the poffeSSon and cuftody of the

Abbefs of theConvent of * of the

* The property in the cuftody of
this- namelefs Ablefs,

addsd to the other pofTefiiens at Rome, are eftimated at two

*boitfmd pounds value.

¥ fai*
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Said Doctor Fry andofMr.OrlanderdTrea

surer of the Jefuits her paying two hundred;

ducats to the faid Mr. Orlanderd, or if he

Should be dead at the day of my deceafe

to his widow if fhe is alive and I order that

a catalogue be made of the printed mufic

and books in the hands of the faid perfons

at Rome and that the faid printed mufic

and the books together with a copy of the

faid catalogue Shall be delivered to the

Ruffian Minister then at this place for the

ufe of General FoffoSkie at St. Peterfburgb,

if living, but if he is dead for the ufe of

his fon—I give leave and bequeath my

land called Chudleigh in the district off

Motlic in the Ruffian empire, together

with the houfe in which I refide and all

pther houfesandbuildings thereto belonging
and all the foreftsmines quarries dependen

cies and appurtenances and all the furni

ture plate houfehold linen china looking
piaffes and other thingsin and about the faid

houfe fcables gardens and outhoufes with the.

horfes peafants, annual and perpetual rents,

E. and other things belonging to the faid land

unto his heirs and affigns for ever lor which

he fhall pay within twelve, months after my

deceafe the fum of thirty thoufand roubles

to Mr. Muers my apothecary living there

in
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iii 6ne of my hbiifes, and one tenth of the

produce of all the mines whatfoever td

fuch perfon Or perforis in favor of whom it

Shall pleafe her Iriiperial Majefty gracibufly

to difpbfe of the faiiie fo be by them had

and received for their own proper ufe and I

order that niy four muficalSlaves
*
and their

wives bought of Mr. Douglas at Revel

Shall have their liberty fix years after my

deceafe and that thefe Shall be paid to each

of them thirty 'fix roubles per annum to be

paid out of the faid land for the fervices

they are to render to the perfon or perfons

to whom my land is bequethed and unto

their wives the fum of eighteen roubles

per annum each;

I give leave and bequeath in like man

tlet the piece of land at Schuffelbourg a

gracious gift made fo me by her Imperial

Majefty the Emprefs of all the Ruffias Si

tuate on the banks Of the Neva arid ad-

* Even in this manumillion there is difcovered a latent

principle of tyranny ; for the ilaves are t6 be liberated for

fixyears, and be afterwards in bondage during the remainder

of their lives. As was faid of Herodt that
" it were better

"
to he his hogs, than his

children,"

fo would the condition

of it coal-heaver have been preferable to that of her Grace

afKingfton '/
' ' MuficalPerformers .

' '

V 2. joining
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joining to the land of Prince Potemkife,
F unto and his heirs for ever

And I give leave and bequeath all. the

land purchafed of General Ifmoiloff in the

year 1785 called Cafterbaback on the road

of Czarfco Zello with the houfes gardens

G. and dependencies untljE)

and his heirs for ever. And I give leave

and bequeath my large houfe and other

houfes gardens and land at St. Petersburg
bought of the faid General Ifmoiloff,

H unto and his heirs for

ever I give to the Countefs of Gramont

jny large black enamelled ring fet round

with brilliants and having a large oval

brilliant in the middle and I give to the

Countefs de Bolfe my cornucopia fet with.

brilliants one pair of ear-rings of eme

ralds round pear fafhion, my large eme

rald ring fet round with brilliants and an

emerald crofs and ribbon attached to it fet

round with brilliants and likewife all my

emeralds. I give and bequeath my two

fine mufic luftres at the houfe at St. Pe

tersburg where I refide my fine organ

mounted with engraved glafs and precious

ftones fet in gold and fillagree work with

two tables of Oriental alabafter to the

Prince of as a Small teftimony
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of my remembrance and of his attention

to me And I give and bequeath all my

organs (except the above mentioned) and

all my forte pianos and mufical instruments

of every kind all my mufic and the books

of my library at St. Petersburg together

with all my globes telefcopes and all other

optical instruments and all my clothes in

the faid houfe trimmed or lined with fur

and all other furs made up or not made up

in all the houfes whatsoever which I have

1 in Ruffia unto

And I give and bequeath all my china and

looking-glaSfes whatsoever belonging to

the Said houSes at St. Petersburg either or

namental or uSeSul (the mirrors belonging
to the houSes excepted) and all the houfe-

hold linen that Shall be found therein to

the Said Chartes Meadows and I give all

the carpets of the faid houfe the coach-

horfes the kitchen furniture in and about

the faid houfe at St. Petersburg unto my

executors as making part of my own pro

per eftate I give and bequeath likewife

all the remainder of the furniture that

fhall be found in the faid houfe at St. Pe-

K terfburg unto the faid unto

whom I have given the faid houfe I give

and bequeath as an act: of juftice to the faid

Charles
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Charles Meado^vs to be reputed an heir

loom of Thorefby the two pictures! which

are in the poffeffion of the Count de *

through the mifunderftood in*

terpretation of a letter which he received

and which he maintains to have been pre-*

fented to him viz. one of the faid pictures

known and attested by Carlo Marriott Sot

an original of Raphael the Holy Family
and the other a Claude Lorrain It is faid

in the faid letter that thefe two pictures

were much efteemed and admired by the

late Duke of Kingfton I fet a great va

lue on them and I trufted them to his care,

the expreflion in French was
" Je vous le

"
confie

"

(I truft them to you) this cir

cumstance can be attefted by Major Moreau

at that time my fecretary who wrote that

letter Signed by me, they have been de

manded and refuted feveral times and par

ticularly once by my painter Mr. Le Sure

who prefented the requeft in writing

Signed by me

I give and bequeath to

the modeji of a Sleeping figure the original

whereof is now at Rome which was or is

The Nobleman here alluded to, is Count Cbemichojf.

thought
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thoughtto havebeen feenatthe Said Compfe

de having been brought

from Thorefby in Nottinghamshire by
Moiett my gardener, who Shipped it on

board a Ship which brought him and the

figure to St. Petersburg where he himfelf

delivered it and where he faw it often and

for a long time in, the court yard of the

faid Count before the houfe and during

many months in the faid Count's garden

in a cafe without a cover, I have kept his

attestation thereof copy whereof I annexed

to this prefent act I order my executors

and truftees to offer all the pictures of my

houfe at St. Petersburg to her Imperial Ma

jefty if fhe will accept of them, and pay

for them unto my faid executors the fum

of one hundred thoufand roubles * and if

her Majefty does not accept of them my

executors Shall be bound to offer them to

the King of Spain and in cafe he Should

pot accept of them they fhall then caufe

them to be fent to England to be publicly

fold there.

I direct and requeft the faid $ir George

Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron andGeorge

f About twenty-five thoufandpoundsfterliug.

Payne
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Payne to offer and lay at the feet of her

Imperial Majefty my pair of pearl ear

rings with my aigrette containing five red

pearls and one large red pearl fufpended

from an Imperial crown of brilliants only

worthy to be offered as the rareft jewel in

the known world and the acknowledgment

of a heart full of gratitude for the particu

lar friendship with which her ImperialMa

jefty has always distinguishedme

I give and bequeath to his Holinefs the

Pope a miniature picture reprefenting the

Holy Family by Raphael in a gold fhuff-

box incrufted with pebbles found in Sax

ony as an acknowledgement of his graci

ous protection and of the honour and fa

vour he was pleafed to Shew me by pre

serving a very considerable property con

sisting of plate jewels and other things of

value »hich were under his Holinefs's caie

during three years that my perfecution

lafted which were well preferved and re

stored to me undamaged and without ex»

pences

I give and bequeath unto the British

Mufeum in Montague HouSe Great Ruf-

fel-ftreet BloomSbury .London my two

large



I '53 3

large pearls fet round with brilliants which

are SuppoSed toweigh 47 grains more than

thoSe pledged by the Dutch in England in

the reign oS the HouSe of Stuart which

were estimated too high to be purchaSed

and alSo the Snuff-box which appears to be

chryftal and which is only Scotch pebble

fet round with diamonds and Served as a

Cafe "to a watch ofMary Queen of Scot

land and was given by her to a friend on

the Scaffold in her laft moments that it

may remain among the curiofities in Eng
land.

I give and bequeath to the Right Ho

nourable the Countefs of Salisbury my pair

pf ear-rings of white pearls in the form of

pears fet with brilliants which anciently

belonged to the Countefs of Salisbury in

the time of the reign of Edward who in

stituted the Order of the Garter and pur-

chafed by me of Mr. Matthew .Lamb

pruftee ofone of the Houfe of Salisbury,

I give and bequeath my large diamond

ring confifting of one Stone weighing

twenty-feven grains to the Earl of Hillf-

boroughBaron in England as a Small teftiT

mony of my
acknowledgment for the con-

X conftant
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ftant friendship which he Shewed me dur?

ing the time of my troubles and perfecu?

lions.

I give and bequeath my large diamond,

button which I wore in my hat and a dia

mond loop to be purchafed by my execur

tors and worn therewith the diamonds tq

be of one carat each of the firft quality

Englifh cut for his Grace the Duke qfr

Newcaftlp,

I give and bequeath the fellow button

to his Grace the Duke of Portland with,

a Similar hqop to be purchafed.

I give and bequeath to the Right Ho

nourable Lord Vifcount Barrington one.

thoufand pounds for a fqlitaire ring.

I give and bequeath to the Right Ho

nourable Admiral Barrington my frigate

with all her fails apparel anchors and,

other things thereto belonging to be de

livered to him after, making her voyage

from Ruffia to tranfpqrt to England fuch,
neceffary equipage and other things as my

executors Shall want to tranfpqrt there and

in cafe
the'

frigate Shall be by them de

manded
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manded for that purpofe ; but this voyage

fhall be made within fifteen months after

tny deceafei

I give and bequeath to the Honourable

Mr. Daines Barrington of the Inner Tem

ple London my antique cameo ring with

the head of Cicero and every thing that

may be found in my cabinet of natural

hiftory, and Sundry looSe parcels found in

the rivers in different parts of the world

and which are in a cryftal box to appear

ance but is a Scotch pebble fet with dia

monds*

I give and bequeath to the RightRevd.

Shute Barrington BiShop of Salisbury
*

i give and bequeath to the faid Sir

George Shuckburgh Baronet my diamond

Shoe buckles,

I give and bequeath to Sir Richard

Heron to be held and reputed as an heir-

* As the blanks in this hocus focus medley, which Mr,

Payne, one of the executors, has the kindnefs to call a will,

is not filled up, the BifhopofSaliftmry muft be contentwith

the good wiftie* of his departed friend.

X z loom
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loom to him and his family my large paif

of diamond ear-rings brilliants confrfting.

of a Single Stone each.

I give and bequeath to my coufin Mr.

Harry Oxendon who married Mifs Peggy

Chudleigh the youngeft daughter of my

uncle Sir George Chudleigh Bart, of the

county of Devon to be held and reputed

as heir-looms my fet of brilliants and to

pazes confifting of a necklace one
pair of

ear-rings one ring one pair of Shoe buckles

in yellow topazes all fet round with bril

liants which (the Shoe buckles excepted)

were given to me as a prefent by the Elec

trefs Dowager of Saxony and a large pearl

inform of a pea fet round with brilliants

and alfo a pair of Shapes embroidered in

brilliants for women's Shoes and eight rare

diamonds which ferved as trimming for a

robe with the four foliages of brilliants

dependent thereto to make a pair of

buckles and I give him the fum of three

hundred and twenty pounds to purchafe

thirty-two brilliants to make the large

fide of the buckles.

I give and bequeath to Mr. Chichefter

fon of my coufin Mr. John Chichefter and:

of
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of Mary Chudleigh his wife and orle
or*

the daughters of Sir George Chudleigh to

become and be reputed as heir-looms the

twenty-three diamonds *

1 give and bequeath to my coufin Mr*

Prideaux who married Mifs Mary Chud

leigh daughter of Sir George Chudleigh

my large diamond breaft knot which I

ufually wore in my hat which I defire

may become and be reputed as an heir

loom* I hereby order my executors to

lay out two thoufand pounds in the pur

chafe of an annuity for Elizabeth Chud

leigh Sifter of the late Sir John Chudleigh

to be paid to her and I give her a legacy
of three hundred pounds.

I alfo give and bequeath to Mifs Diana

Chudleigh one hundred pounds foe aj"ing.

I give and bequeath. to Mrs. Strong my

coufin who lives near Wrexham in the

*
Among the number of diamionlds;which the Duchefs

bequeathed, itwill be rather difficult for the executor? to as

certain which were the twenty-three fhe -intended for Mr,

Chichefter. Left to th« ehoice ofothers, they may not be of

thefirftwateh

county



County ofWales the fum o'f five
hundred"

pounds and all my rubies fet with bril

liants eight brilliant robe buttons my pearl

necklace compofed of fix rows my Sap
phires and yellow brilliants cOrififting of

one pair of ear-rings two faphires, for but

tons two fmall flowers in form of dailies A

butterfly a faphire ring {et with brilliants

and a Saphire pear Setwith brilliants to hang
at the neck a Solitaire ring yellow diamond

a hoop ring all which diamonds and pre

cious Stones I defire may be looked upon

and reputed as heir-looms.

I give and bequeath to my CoufinMifs

Elizabeth Chudleigh third daughter

George Chudleigh of the

County of Devon the brilliant loops which

I ufually wore to the Sleeves of my gown

and a knot of brilliants with which I ge

nerally tie my morning gown and my large

brilliant ring during their life and after their

death I give them to fome one of their

Sifters children to difpofe of them.-

I give and bequeth to my relation Mrs*

Standard formerly Mifs Mafon the fum
of*

five hundred pounds and alfo a large
Silver'

table engraved with the arms of Chudleigh

a large
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a large Silver coffee pot and a Silver tea.

Service in the form of an urn which is at

Calais as hair looms.

I give and bequeath toMr. Jeffery Chaluf,

de Verin Farmer General in France all my

pictures which fhall be found in or about

Paris and the fum of one thoufand Louis

d'ors to purchafe a ring in my remcm-t

brance,

I give and bequeath to Mrs. Payne wife

of the aforementioned George Payne my

gold watch and chain fet with fmall bril

liants and my large ufual ring which fhe

will pleafe to wear for my fake and to be

given after my deceafe tp the eldeft daugh

ter if She pleafes,.

I give and bequeath to the virtuous and

honorable Mr. Komonfki of St. Peterfburg
at the Chancery of Prince Potemkin in

consideration oLhis refpedtful attachment

and of the care he took of me during my

voyage from St. Petersburg to France

when he was Sent • with me by her moft

gracious Imperial Majefty the Sum of fifty
thoufand roubles which legacy I order to

fee paid to him the year after my deceafe.

J give
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I give and bequeath to Mrs. Ann Ha*

milton a rent of two hundred pounds per

annum
during'

her life to be paid out of

my perfonal eftate,

I give and bequeath to my old and
faith-.

ful fervant John Williams the fum of Sour

thoufand pounds and to his wife who has

been with me a great number of years the

Sum of five hundred pounds and to their

Son and daughter the fum of three thou

fand pounds each and I defire the faid Sir

John Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and

George Payne their Executors Administra

tors and Affigns to employ the fum of one

hundred thoufand livres in the purchafe

of an annuity on the heads of Speake an«J

his wife now my domeftics in. my houfe at

Calais and on the head of the Survivors to

be paid to the faid Speake and his wife

during their lives by moieties the moiety

payable to the wife Shall be for her feparate

ufe and her receipt Shall be a fufficient dif-

charge and after the death of either of

them the remainder Shall be paid to the

Survivor during life. I alfo defire the faid

Sir GeorgeSchuckburgh SirRichardHeroq
and George Payne their Executors Admi

nistrators and Affigns to employ the like

fum
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fum of one hundred thdufand livres dn go

vernment or good Securities and to pay the

intereft Or dividend to Anthony Seymour

my domestic now living in my houSe at

St. Petersburg during his life and after his

death to his wife during her life and after

the deceafe of the Survivor to transfer the

funds or Security irt which this fum Shall be

placed to their child my god-fon Evelyn

Seymour when he Shall have attained the

age Of twenty one years. Arid the intereft

On dividend Shall be applied in the mean

time for his maintenance arid education

but if the faid Evelyn Seymour Should

happen to die before the age of twenty

one years then I give it to the next child of

the faidAnthony Seymour arid of his wife

payable in the famemariner as directed for

Evelyh Seymour and fo on in fucceffion

whilft there is a child of the faid Anthony
Seymour and his wife and I give to the Said

Anthony Seymour or to his wiSe. If he

Shall die before me to be paid in cafe theyor

the Survivor fhall render up my property of

Saint PeterSburgh unto my Exeeutors and

with their conSent the fum of two hundred

pounds and I qrder that their wages Shall

continue to be paid to them until they Shall

be difcharged by my Executors And I

Y give
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give to my fervant John Lilly five hundred

pounds and I defire the faid Sir George

Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and George

Payne their Executors Administrators and

Affigns to employ the fum of one hundred

thoufand livres to purchafe an annuity on

the heads of the 'faid John Lilly and his

wife and on that of the furvivor and to

pay it to the faid John Lilly during his life

and after his death to his wife during her

life. I order that this annuity be paid into

the hands of the faid John Lilly and his

wife folely on their refpective receipts to

Serve as a difcharge and if either of them

Should fell or affign this annuity it Shall then

ceafe and

Shall'

be no longer payable to

them but Shall then lapfe and become part

of my perfonal eftate. I defire my faid

Executors to advance the fum of fix hun

dred pounds to be employed in the pur

chafe of an annuity for the life of Alexan

der Berry my coachman and to pay it into

his own hands during his life and his Sim

ple receipt Shall be a difcharge, and if he

fells or affigns it this annuity Shall ceafe

and lapfe to become part of my perfonal

eftate And I defire my faid Executors to

purchafe an annuity of fifty pounds per

annum with a part ofmy eftate during the

life
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life of Mr. Angel who lives with me as

interpreter and to pay it him during his

life.

I give and bequeath to Mr. Campbell

fon of Campbell Efq of

Wales by his deceafed wife formerly Mils

JVEeadows daughter of Philip Meadows

Efq Deputy Ranger of Richmond Park in

the County of Surry the fum of five thou

fand pounds And I give and bequeath to

Mrs. Egerton of Salisbury in the County
of Wilts widow a rent of fifty pounds per

annum and after her death this rent Shall

be paid to her brother

jjLindfey, if living and I require and order

qrder my Exceptors to purchafe an annuity

of fifty pounds p,er annum for the faid

Mrs. Egerton and Mr. LindSey if they Shall

be living at the time of my deceafe and to

pay it half yearly to them or him as above

but if one of them only Shall be alive the

fame annuity for the life of the party then

living Shall be paid halS yearly to him or

her as the caSe may be And I hereby defire

my Executors to call onMr. Samuel Cox *

* The fum which Mr. Cox owed the Duchefs, was t:vo

thoufandpounds; She aflifted him with the
money

in a man

ner that did her credit.

Y 2 jeweller
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jeweller of Shoe Lane London and require

him to pay what he is indebted to me as

Soon as his circumftances wil 1permitwithout^

deranging himSelf leaving it to his known,
honor and confcience to pay it without be

ing compelled by any fecurity which he

may have given me and which may be

found in my pofleffion at my deceafe, and

in cafe the faid Charles Cox fhould die be

fore he has paid it I make no doubt but

his fon or his reprefentative will honor the

faid debt and when it Shall be paid I order

that it Shall be divided in equal Shares a-

mong the children of the faid Mrs. Strong,

With refpect to all the refidue of my

eftate after payment of my debts funeraj

expences and legacies and all charges and

expences for the execution of my true wil|

I order the faid Sir George Schuckburgh

Sir Richard Heron and George Payne their

Executors Administrators and Affigns to

apply this capital and employ it on good

Security and to employ interests or di

vidends thereof if they amount to a fuf

ficient fum on government or good fecu

rity in fuch mariner that it be for the life

of the faid Mr. Charles Meadows and

General Meadows and at the deceafe of

one of them one half of the interests Shall

be
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Jje employed for the widow of the $r$

dying during her life and at the deceafe of

the other the other half Shall be for the

widow of the Survivor of the faid Charles

Meadows and General Meadows and aSter

the deceafe of one of the faid two wi

dows—One half of the principal Shall be

paid transferred and affigned over to the

faid Mr. Campbell fon of the faid Mr.

Campbell and of his wife formerly Mifs

Meadows and after the deceafe of the

other widow the principal of the other half

Shall be transferred and affigned over to

the faid Mr. Campbell.

And I« hereby revoke all wills by me

heretofore made and I constitute the faid

Sir George Shuckburgh, SirRichard He

ron and. George Payne my testamentary

Agents and Executors and give to each of

them one thoufand pounds for the trouble

they may have. And I order that in cafe

the Said George Payne Should go from

France to Ruffia to take the poSTeffion and

direction of my eftate that over and above

all the charges apd expences he may be put

to and oyer and above the faid legacy
of one thoufand pounds he Shall be paid

pr Shall retain the fum of two thoufand

pounda



pGunlds for his trouble .'in
making'

that

voyage-rlnWitnefs whereof I have Signed

■my
name on the firft- fifteen Sheets of

paper of the Sixteen Sheets of which

this teftament of my will is compofed and

on the Sixteenth Sheet I have Signed my

pame and affixed my feal of arms this,

26-th day of October in the year of our

Lord 1786.

(Signed) E; Kingfton Warth.

Signed feated . published and de- (Ls S.) ,

clared by the faid Elizabeth Duchefs

pf Kingfton Countefs ofWarth the

{teftatrix in the pretence of us

whofe names are hereunder written

and who have all Signed our names

in witnefs thereof in her pretence

and in the pretence of each other.

Signed John Gregfon, watchmaker to the

King at Paris.

Verbepq jeweller rue St? Honqre at

Paris.

Arthaud Secretary to the DucheSs o|

Kingfton.



^d Piece CODICIL which I defire may be

annexed arid looked upon and coofi-

dered'as making part of my laft will

and teftament and which I make in

manner following viz. on a flip of

paper annexed with a pin—I give to

my Maitre d'Hotel Mr. John Pickin

the fum of five hundred pounds.

K KINGSTON WARTH.

4th Piece A

B

C;
Chudleigh'

Haynes fort of the

ReverendMri Haynes Curate of St.

Mary's Church in the faid town of

Nottingham.

D Strppg elcleft fon of the

Reverend Mr. Strong and of his

wife Ann Sifter of the late John Chud

leigh of Chalmington in the county

ofDorfet.

E

F

G

H

I

K Evelyn Philip Meadows

The



The enamel erOfs with its String*

Not to forget to fend to ChudleigK

at Petersburg the cafe of China;

Ori the back is written

Alphabetical Table containing the

Letters and-the Names towhich they

refer.

When her Grace (her Highhefs)
wifhes to fill Up the blanks conform

able to the letters, She will theri

pleafe to write the names againft the

letters, which will afterwards Serve

her to find thofe She wiShes to put

in the faid blanks.

5th Piece. MODEL of CODICIL:

I defire that a codicil may be an

nexed and taken and regarded arid

making part ofmy laft will and
tefta-

ment, and I make it in manner fol

lowing, viz.

I give to John Barnard of Pall

Mall London Efq. my diamond ring

which I had given by my will to Mr*

Alexander Rofs, who is Since dead.

E. KINGSTON WARTH,

this i ft January, 1787.

I give
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I give to Mrs. La louche of
Paris'

the pearl ear-rings and necklace which

I ufually, .wean

E.. KINGSTON WARTH

the ibth May 1787.

i give tO-MrS; Johnfon of Chud

leigh in 'the county of Devon one

thoufand pounds,

£.;
KINGSTON'

WARTFI

the 2 1 ft Auguft 1787.

I defire to be buried in the follow

ing manner, viz. to be embalmed,

and if I die in Ruffia, I moft humbly
befeech her Imperial Majefty to per

mit, that I may be, privately buried

in fuch place,and Jn Such manner as it

Shall pleaSe herMajefty to order, wish

ing and defiririg that it may be in the

Same province where She herSelf may

will my body to repofe, when my

heart has been with her this long time,
but if I Should die near England I de

fire that my body be trstnfported with

out pomp and buried in the Church

of Chudleigh, where I will that a

Z handfom^
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handfome monument be made and

erected, for which purpofe I order

my teftamentary executors to lay out

the fum of five hundred pounds.

If the plate and the other effects

given toMr. and Mrs. Charles Mea

dows as heirs Shall appear and
be'

de

livered entirely I defire Mr. Meadows.

to pay iool. to Mr. Superieur, her

Grace (her Highnefs) has a legacy to

infert for Mr. Pickin.

ATTESTATION to add to the

Codicil in cafe there fhould be a gift

of land.

This Codicil was Signed published

and declared by the teftatrix her

Grace (her Highnefs) theDuchefs of

Kingfton in pretence of us who in her

pretence and in the prefence of each

other have Signed our names as wit-

neffes attesting the fame.

CLAUSE of REVOCATION

A and B having behaved effentially
ill to me, I revoke the legacies which

I gave
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I gave them by my «will and I give

and transfer thofe legacies (or fuch as

your Grace (your HighneSs) pleafes

to grant) to C and D.

On the back is written

MODEL, of CODICIL.

N. B. The whole of the gifts by
codicil ought to be written in her

Grace's (her Highnefs's) own hand

■and not by any other perfon and like-

wife the orders, fuch as thofe of her

funeral, if it Shall be her Grace's in

tention that they be inSerted in the

codicil, they ought to be io done with

her own hand.

If her Grace (her Highnefs) Shall

make a Specific legacy, as of a ring

breaft-knot or any ojher of her per

fonal effects, or of a fum of money,

if it be written with her own hand

there is no need of witneffes, if any

other perfon writes the legacy her

Grace will Sign it and there muft be

two witneSSes.

Z % If
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If She gives any land there muft be

three witneffes, and the attestation

muft be couched in the terms of the

above model.

6th Piece. Letter toMr; John Chichefter

Sir

IT is now feveral years Since I had

the honor to fee you at the time of

your voyage to Italy I was in hopes

of having "that pleafure again as be

ing fo near when you was at Calais

Let me have the pleifure of feeing
you at Calais if your affairs will per

mit or at Paris where I now am—

?

Mr. Weriam whom I have feen at

Paris has given me the moft agree-;

able news of your health. Is your

fon alive ? and in what part of the

world ? I Should feel a great pleafure

in meeting with him to Shew all the

regard due to him as your fon. If

you determine to do me the honor to

come and fee me at Calais, 'tis a long

way be land and Short by fea by mak

ing the Strtights ; if you make the

journey by land, I with you would.

lend for our coufins the filters of the

lata
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late John Chudleigh to Chalmington

near Dorchefter and fpea'k to them

there are two of- them who live in

that county in a Small retreat, the fe

cond has inherited a legacy of 20,0001.

left her by a relation fhe lives in tran

quillity in that ancient family feat,

wh*re She takes a pleafure in educat

ing the children of her deeeafed Sifter

who married Haynes a clergyman to

whom 1 have given benefices amount?

ing to 6 or 700I. per annum, and

who has Since been married to a Mifs

Tempeft who has had a brother dead

lately
—This event has caufed a large

inheritance to fall to the children of

the fecond marriage ; added to the

defire oS Seeing you is that oS Speak

ing with you on family affairs as like-

wife with Mr. Prideaux, whom I

don't know where to feek for.

Sketch of the letter to the Pope *

* A moft curious interlineation in a will ! It is a pity,

that her Grace (her HighnefsJ had not filled up this
" Sketch

f-

pffl letter to
his

Holinefs."

Copy
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Copy of the Translations made by

Hainj Translator and Interpreter in

execution of an ordinance of the

26th Auguft laft, by us collated on

requeft as fet forth in our ordinance

of the 5th Sept. inft. and found con

formable to the originals of the faid

translations at Paris in our Hotel this

cjth September 1788.

(Signed)

ANGRAND with PARAPHE.

The originals of the faid teftament co

dicils and their covers in the, Englifh Ian-.

guage after having been unfealed by Monf.

Denis Francois Angrand D'Alleray Knight

Count de Maiilis Lord of Bazoches Conde

St. Libiere and other places Lord Patron

ofVangizard les Paris King's Counfellors

in his Councils Honorary in his Court of

Parliament ancient Attorney General of his

Majefty in his great Council Lieutenant

Civil of the City Vifcountry and Piovoft-

Ship of Paris and Counfellor of State in

his Hotel, and a copy of the translation

which was made theteof by the faid Mr,

Hainj King's Interpreter in the Hotel and

bj'
virtue of the ordinance of the faid Lieu

tenant
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tenant Civil the whole compofing feven

pieces with the translation of the English

papers were committed by the faid Lieu

tenant Civil to the faid Mr. Rouen one of

the King's Counsellors Notary at the Cha-

talet of Paris here underfigned according

to the verbal procefs of the opening trans

lation and commission of the faid teftamerft

codicils the letters bearing date the com

mencement of the 26th of Auguft 1788

the day of the death of the Duchefs of

Kingfton and clofed the 9th of this pre

fent month of September—The faid tefta-

ment codicils and letters.comptrolled and

examined at Paris by Lezan this 13th of

the Said month of September of the faid

year 1788, alL remaining in the paffefftaq

of the faid Mr. Kouen, Notary.

Sixteen words eraffed as null.

(U.S.) ROU&N,

Sealed the day and

year aforefaid

Paulimvie-.

EXPLA*
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EXPLANATION of the;WILL,

THAT fo incongruous a piece-is the one now

offered to the public, Should ever have been ex

ecuted in the prefent form, muft.appear matter

of afionlfhment to every reader,who confidereth,

that in France, as in England* there is aneftab-

lifhed ufage, the conformity to which, can alone

give Validity to a teftament. The fujprize will

ceafe, on an explanation of the facts.

Two profeffional EfigliSh gentlemen were fpe-

cially commiffioned to repair to Paris, for the

purpofe of taking the inftruBions of the.Duchefs

of Kingfton, relative tothe tellamentary-difpo-

Sal of her property. The compliment allowed

them was two hundred pounds each. On their

arrival at Paris, that which might have been

done*in one month, was prolonged to
three,'

the

bufinefs being occasionally, and by Starts, en

tered into. As Saras an English will,would

operate, the gentlemen were perfectly compe

tent to the talk affigned them ; but, there was

French ufage to be confidered ; Sor, theDuchefs
had been denizened as a Frenchwoman, by let

ters
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ters patent fo recognizing her. Some afiiftance

was therefore called

in,'

and that not of the

ableft kind. Such, however, as it was, tfte

Duchefs accepted it ; and, the different direc

tions given her Grace, as to the mode of her

devifing perfonal, or landed property, were

laid down by the French advifers. That they

were ignoble characters, is moft evident, from

the fulfome Strain of compliment to which they

have defcended. To give a lady, who was

merely a Duchefs by curtejy, the title of

«« HIGHNESS,"
evinced a degradation of

fpirit, equal to any fubfervient crouching. The

EngliSh affiftants fupplied, as before fuggefted,
the outline of a will, conformable to EngliSh

Jaw. The blanks were left to be filled up, by
the Duchefs, at a future period ; and the feve

ral initials were fo many helps to her memory.

The concluding parts of this /will, as it hath

been called, arememorandums of fomething to

be done, preparatory to the execution of a will

in every refpedl legal ; and, that fuch a will

was in contemplation, is evident, from Mr.

Beardfworth having been employed to attend

the return of the Duchefs to. Calais, where She

was to have executed a regular teftament. He

did attend, in expectation oS her arrival, until

he received the advice of her death. Had fhe

A a lived.
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lived, a French, a Ruffian, and an EngliSh

will, would have been completed. Dying as

fhe did, an Anglo-Franco teftament appears, like

a common place book, or the repository of re

veries, to difplay her whimficality to the world,
under her proper Signature^

F E N I S.



Iv the Gentlemen of the Lttw.

©^SATURDAY, the 8th Dayof Nsvembtr-, 17-8-8, will

be pub-iiflied, in Oclavo, Price One Shilling, to be

ContinuedWeekly until the wholeWork i* completed, ia»

Four Volumes,

NUMBER 1.

ORIGINAL PRECEDENTS

CONVEYANCING,

SETTLED avt> APPROVED

BY .
THE

MOST EMINENT CONVEYANCERS;

INTERSPERSE!* WITH

The OBSERVATIONS and OPINIONS of

COUNSEL upon various and intricate Cafes.

The Whole felected from the Draughts of actual

Practice, and now firft publifhed under the Direction

and immediate Infpeflion of

THOMAS WALTER WILLIAMS,

OF THE INNER. TEMPLE, BARRISTER AT tAW.

CON'-



CONDITIONS.

I. ThisWorkwill be com- 1 ceed Twenty-four Numbers,

prifed in Four
Volumes'

Oc- | IV. The firft Numberwi$

tavo.

II. Jt will be publifhed in

Weekly Numbers, till com-?

pleted, Price One Shilling

be publifhed on SaturdayNo-.
Trembtr the Sfth, being frbefirft
Week inMkhaelmasTerm.

V. The moneywilfnot be

^ach. I received before the deliyery
III, The-wholewill not ex- | of each Number.

Printed by Efts MAJESTY'* Law Printers,

For G. KEARS LEY, at Johnfon's Head, No. 46, ia

Fleet Street, by whom the Numbers will be regularly de-,

livered to the Purcfhafers.

|fr.WILLIAMS has juft publifhed, inOne largeVolume

Q£tavo, a new> Edition, cor^ecied and enlarged, of

A, COMPENDIOUS DJQEST

OF THE

STATUTE LAW;

COMPRISING

The Subftance and Effect of all the Public A&s

of Parliament in force from Magna Cbarta

to the prefent Time.

Price Twelve Shillings Bound.

BOOKS



B O O K S

LATELY PUBLISHED

By G. K E A R S L E T,
At JOHNSON'S HEAD, in Fleet-Street,

LONDON;

Ofwhommay be bad all the Publications ofMerit.

The VIRTUOSI'S MUSEUM;
A Collection of Elegant Views in ENGLAND, SCOTLAND,

and WALES ; engraved from the Drawings of

SAND BY, Efq. R. A.

With Defcriptions to each Plate ; of which there are One

Hundred and Eight.

Price Five Pounds Thirteen Shillings, Half-bound.

Continental Excursions,

A TOUR
thro'

HOLLAND, DUTCH BRABANT,
The AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS,

And Part of FRANCE ;

In which is included a Defcription of Paris and its Envies.

With an accurate Map of the Low Countries

By the late HARRY PECKHAM, &<sqt

One of his Majefty's Counfel, and Recorder of the City q{

Chichefter.

The 4th Edition, Price 3s. 6d. half bound.

The TOUR of FRANCE, with aMap, price is. 6d.
TOUR of ITALY, with a Map, 4s. 6d.
TOUR of SWITZERLAND, including M. De SAUSSURE's

Account of his Expedition to the Summit of MONT BLANC,
which has been often attempted, but never before accomplished
with a Map, is. 6d.
Each of thefeTOURS contains all the Information that c?n be

ufeful toTRAVELLERS and entertaining to READERS ; among
which are the Expences upon theRoad, regulated by the Mode of
travelling. The different coins of each country are alfo ex

plained.



The flowers of modern travels.

Being elegMh entertaining, and inftruftive Extracts, feledled

from the wtirks of the moft celebrated Travellers ; fuch as Lord

Lyttelton, Sir W. Hamilton, Baron de Tott, Dr. Johnfon, Dr.

•Moore, Dr. Troil, Addifon, Brydone, Coxe, Wraxall, Savary,

Topham, Sherlock, Douglas, LadyM. W. Montague, Sec. Sec.-—

Intended chiefly for young People of both Sexes.

By the Rev. JOHN ADAMS, A. M.

Deleflando, pariterque monendo. HOR.

Travels are the moft inftruftive School ofMan. Savary.

Here you may range the world from pole to pole,
Increale your knowledge, and delight your foul ;
Travel all nations, and inform your fenfe,
With eafe and fafety, at a fmall expenfe. Anon.

Two Vols. Price Six Shillings fewed.

The Fourth Edition, much Enlarged,

(Ornamented with a confiderable Number of new Plates, con

taining feveral Views in the, newly difcovered Iflands, fundry
Anima's, an exact Reprefentation of an Human Sacrifice;
Captain Cook's Head from Pingo's Medal, and a Chart of the

new Difcoveries, with the Tracks of the Ships)

A complete ABRIDGMENT of Captain COOK's

VOYAGES round the WORLD.

Containing a faithful Account of all the Difcoveries, with
the Tranladtions at each Place, a Defcription of the Inhabitants
with theirManners and Cuftoms, a full Detail of the Circum

ftances relative to Capt. Cook's Death, and an Account of his
Life by Capt. King.
Thofe who fuperintend the Education ofYouth of either Sex

cannot put into their Hands a more acceptable Work, for the
Amufement of leifure Hours, than thefe late. Voyages ofDifco-

very, which abound with Matter highly interefting and enter

taining.

In TwoVolumes, Price Eight Shillings in Boards.

*»* Either Volume may be had feparate, Price Four Shillings.

The BRITISH CHRONOLOGIST.

Comprehending every material Occurrence relating to
Great-

Britain, from the Invafion of the Romans to the prefentTime;
with the Prices of the various Articles of Provifioh at different
Periods. Alfo a complete Indba-.

In Three large Octavo Volumes, Price One Guine*bound=



The FLOWERS of ANCIENT and MODERN

HISTORY.

Comprehending, on a new Plap, the moft remarkable and
in-

tereftirig Events, as well as ancient and modern Characters; de-

finged for the Improvement and Entertainment ofYouth.

By the Rev. JOHN ADAMS, A.M.

Omne tulit punlium, qui mifcuit utile dulci. H0R>

Two Volumes, Price Six Shillings fewedj

Either Volume may be had feparate.

The following Collection was compiled by a Perfon of diftin-

guifhed Abilities, for the U?e of young People, and as a

Guide to the curious Traveller.

A Defcription of SICILY and MALTA,

With an Account of the late Earthquake'at Meffina; the Erup
tions ofMount Etna ; the Deftruction ofHybla ; the prefent State;

of Palmyra ; the Cuftoms and Manners of the Sicilians, their

Marriages, Amufements, Carriages, &c. Account of Syracufe,
and the Knights of Malta; with a great

Variety'

of curious and

Angular Defcriptions, extracted from the Travels of Brydone,
Swinburne, Sir William Hamilton, and feveral other refpectable

Writers. brie Volume, Price Three Shillings and Sixpence

bound .

An AUTHENTIC DETAIL of PARTICULARS

Relative to the late

DUCHESS of KINGSTON,

Including the moft important Incidents of her Life ; a variety
of Anecdotes, which exhibit her Principles, Conduct, and

Character ; genuine Extracts from her Will ; and explanatory
Obfervations on the very extraordinary Dilpofition of her Effects.

To this publication is prefixed, a cha'raitenftic PORTRAIT

of the DUCHESS ofKINGSTON, engraven by Mr. Chefhan ;

from the original Picture by Gainfhorough, formerly in the

pofleffion of the Duke of Ancafter, representing the Duchefs in a
Mafquerade Drefs.

*#* A few proof impreffion? of the Portrait may be had
feparate.

The BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

Containing the Lives ofEminent Men in various parts ofEurope

In Twelve Volumes Octavo.

Price Four Pounds Four Shillings.



A SHORT ACCOUNTof the MARATTA STATE.

Written in Perfian by aMUNSHY,

Who accompanied Col. Upton on his Embaffy to Poonah.

Tranflated byWilliam Chambers, Efq, Counfel at Fort

William, in Bengal.

To which are added, The Voyages and Travels of M. Casfar

Frederick into and beyond the Eaft Indies.

Price Two Shillings.

Ufeful principally to
Magiftrates1

and Lawyers.

A new Edition, Corrected and Enlarged, of

A COMPENDIOUS DIGEST of the STATUTE

LAW, comprifing the Subftance and Effect of all the Public

Acts of Parliament in force from Magna Charta to the prefent

time.

By THOMAS WALTER WILLIAMS, of the Inner Temple,

Barrifter at Law.

Price Twelve Shillings Bound.

RAPIN'S HISTORY of ENGLAND,
With TINDAL's Sontinuation.

Price Six Guineas.

In Twenty-one Volumes Octavo.

JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY,
In Quarto. Price Two Guineas.

Ditto, in Octavo, Nine Shillings.

An HISTORICAL RELATION of the Origin,
Progrefs, and Final DifTolution of the Government of the

ROHILLA AFGANS, in the Northern,Provinces of IN-

DOSTAN; compiled from a Perfian Manufcript, and other

original Papers.

By CHARLES HAMILTON, Efq.

Afi Officer in the Service of the Hon. Eaft India Company, on
the Bengal Eftablifhment.

Price Six Shillings.



The LYRIC ODES, and ether Produaions, of

PETER PINDAR, Efq.

Price of the whole One PountTThirteeen Shillings,

viz.

i. A POETICAL Supplicating EPISTLE to the REVIEWERS.

A new Edition, Price One Shilling.
s. LYRIC ODES to the ROYAL ACADEMICIANS, for 178*,

Fifth Edition, Price Two Shillings.

3. Ditto for 1783, Third Edition, Price One Shilling and fix-

pence.

4. Ditto for 1785, a new Edition, Price Two Shillings and

Sixpence.

5. FAREWELL ODES, 1786, Third Edition, Price Three

Shillings.

6. TheLOUSIAD, Canto I. Seventh Edition, Price Two Shil -

lings and Sixpence.

7. TheLOUSIAD, Canto II. Fifth Edition, Price Two Shil

lings and Sixpence.

8. CONGRATULATORY EPISTLE to JAMES BOSWELL,
Efq. Third Edition, Price Two Shillings.

9. BOZZY and PIOZZI, a Town Eclogue, Fifth Edition, Price
Three Shillings.

10. ODE upon ODE, or a PEEP at St. JAMES's, Sixth Edition,
Price Three Shillings.

11. An APOLOGETIC POSTSCRIPT to ODE upon ODE

Third Edition, Price One Shilling and Sixpence.

%i. INSTRUCTIONS to a certain POET LAUREAT, Price

Two Shillings and Sixpence.

13. BROTHER PETER to BROTHER TOM, Price Three

Shillings.

14. PETER PINDAR's PENSION, Price Three Shillings.

Any of the above Pieces may be had feparate.

METHOD of
CHYMICAL"

NOMENCLATURE,

Propofed by Meff. de Morveau, La'vojier, Bertholet,
and de Fourcroy,

To which is added, a NEW SYSTEM of. CHYMICAL

CHARACTERS, adapted to the Nomenclature, by Meff.

Haffenfratz and Adet. Tranflated from the French, and the

New Chymical Names adapted to the genius of the Englifh

language, with the approbation, and under the immediate

jnfpe&ion of Mr. de Fourcroy.

By JAMES St. JOHN, M. D.

Price Five Shillings,



The Works of

ALEXANDER POPE, Es<^
In Six Volumes. Price Eighteen Shillings.

Ornamented with a neat Frontifpiece, from an original Drawing,

The GENTLEMAN ANGLER.

Containing plain Inftrudtions, by which a Beginner may in a

Ihort time become a perfect Artift in Angling for all kinds o/
Fifh.

With feveral Obfervations on Rods andArtificial Flies: A'f° the

Method of chufing'the belt Hair and Indian Grafs; of the proper
Times and Seafons for River and Pond Fifhing; when Fifh

Spawn ; and what Baits are chiefly to be ufed.

With an APPENDIX,
Containing the Art of Rock and Sea Fifhing; and an Alpha

betical Explanation of the Technical Words ufed in the Art of

Angling.

By a GENTLEMAN who has made it his Diverfion upwards of

Fourteen Years.

Price One Shilling and Sixpence.

LOUISA, or the COTTAGE on the MOOR.

In Two Volumes, the Fourth Edition,

By Mrs. H E L M E.

Price Six Shillings, fewed.

CLARA and EMMELINE, or the MATERNAL
BENEDICTION.

TwoVolumes, by the fame Author.

Price Six Shillings, fewed.

FEATURES /from LIFE, or a SUMMER VISIT,

By Mifs BLOWER,
Author ofMaria and George Bateman.

Two Volumes, Price Six Shillings, fewed.



The ADVENTURES of a WATCH !

I ftrike at Vice, be't where it will !
And what if great Folks take it ill ?
Think you the Law (let who will take it)
Can Scandalum Magnatum make it ?
I vent no Slander, owe no Grudge,
Nor of another'sConfcience judge ;
At him, or him, I take no Aim,
Yet dare againft all Vice declaim. Gay.

Prioe Three Shillings fewed.

RECREATION for YOUTH.

An ufeful and entertaining EPITOME of GEO

GRAPHY and BIOGRAPHY.

The firft Part comprifing a general View of the feveral Em

pires, Kingdoms, Republics, States, remarkable Iflands, Moun

tains, Seas, Rivers, and Lakes, with their Situation, Extent,

Capitals, Population, Produce, Arts, Religion and Commerce.

Including the Difcoveries of Captain Cook and others.

The fecond Part including the LIVES of the moft eminent

MEN who have flourished in Great Britain and its Dependen

cies.

By JOHN PATERSON SERVICE.

Price Three Shillings and Sixpence bound.

Ornamented with Plates, and improved by a confiderable Num-

berofthemoft admired Scenes in Othello, Romeo and Juliet,

Lear^ Julius Caefar, Macbeth, Timon of Athens, Henry the

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth, Richard the Third, Hamlet,
,&c. &c.

The BEAUTIES of SHAKESPEARE,

Alphabetically digefted, with a copious INDEX.

To which is added his LIFE, and a Medallion of his Profile ;
and Garrick's in Shade,

Price Three Shillings fewed.

A new Edition, being the Seventh, of

The BEAUTIES of D" SAMUEL JOHNSON,

Confiding of Maxims and Obferyations, Moral, Critical and
Mifcellaneous. To which are now added, BIOGRAPHICAL

ANECDOTES, felected from the late Productions ofMrs. Piozzi,
Mr. Bofwell, and other authentic Teftimonies.

This Edition is embellifhed with an Etching of the Head of

Dr. Johnfon, taken from the Lite about a Month before his

Death. <

Price only Three Shillings and Sixpence fewed.

*»* In thisEdition the two Volumes are cimprisaed in one,



Ornamented with five new Plates, from the Defigns of Mr.

Nixon,

The Tenth Edition of

The BEAUTIES of STERNE.

Calculated for the Heart of Senfibility.

This Volume contains a pleating Selection from theWorks of

that elegantWriter, among which are, The Story of Le Fevre

and Uncle Toby, Maria, Shandy's Bed of Juftice, Yorick's

Horfe, Corporal Trim's Brother, the Dwarf, the Pulfe, the

Pye-man, the Sword, the Supper, the S.tarling, the Afs, Dr.

Slop and Obadiah, Dr. Slop and Sufan, &c. &c.

Alfo feveral of his moft celebrated Sermons, elegant SentiT

ments, and familiar Letters to his Friends.

Price Three Shillings and Sixpence fewed.

Injuftice to the feleBor of thefe Beauties, it muft he admitted*-

he has properly discriminated, though it ivas fomewhat dijficur

•what to rejecl. Notnvithftanding Nine Editions of this very enter

taining work have been publi/hed, yet the prefent appears to have

received very confderable additions and improvements ; being en

riched by a variety of anecdotes and obfervaiions on life, afew of

his heft fermons, andfeveral elegant extracts. The efience of the

immortalSterne may befaid to be comprifed in this vy/ume.

Vide the Review forMarch.

Illuftrated by a great Number of Plates, which include above

One Thoufand Examples,

The Sixth Edition, including a Variety of Additions and Im

provements, both in the Plates and Letterprefs,

A Short and Eafy INTRODUCTION to HERALDRY,
in Two Parts.

Part I. The Ufe of Arms and Armory, Rules of Blazon and

Marfhalling Coats ofArmour, with engraved Tables upon a new

Plan, for the Inftruition of thofe whowifh to learn the Science.

Part II. A Dictionary of Heraldry, with an Alphabetical Lift

of the Terms in Englifh, French, and Latin ; alfo the different

Degrees of the Nobility and Gentry of England, with Tables of
Precedency.

The whole compiled from the moft approved Authorities.

By HUGH CLARK and THOMAS WORMULL.

Price Four Shillings in boards.



The POEMS of Mr. GRAY.

With Notes by Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. late Fellow of Jefu

College, Cambridge.

Ingenium, cuifit, cut mens divmior, atque os
Magnafinaiurum, des nominis bujus bonqrem. Hqrat,

Creative Genius ; and the glow divine.
That warms and melts the enthufiafticfoul ;

A pomp and prodigality of phrafe :

Thefe form the poet, and thefe fhine in thee !

Price Three. Shillings and Sixpence.

GRAY's SUPPLEMENT to the TOUR through

GREAT BRITAIN.

Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.

LOVE AND MADNESS,
- Letters fuppofed to have palled between Mr. Hackman, and
Mifs Wray, in which is introduced, among many other enter

taining matters, the only authentic account of Chatterton, who
forged Rowley's Poem .

Price 4s. fewed.

C^ Before this Sixth Edition its fcai;city caufed it to fell for
half a guinea.

The POETICAL WORKS of SAMUEL JOHN-

r SON, LL. D.

Containing London, a Satire, and the Vanity of Human

Wifhes, both imitated from Juvenal ; Irene, a Tragedy; the
Winter's Walk; Stell? in Mourning; the Midfummer's Wifhj
&n Evening Ode to Stella; VanuyofWealth ; the NaturalBeauty;
Tranflation ofPope's Meffiah, and fuhdry other Pieces.

Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.

The POETICAL WORKS of DAVID GAR-

RICK, Efq.

Now firft collected with Explanatory Notes.

a

With a complete Lift of his Works, and the different Charac

ters he performed, arranged in 'Chronological Order; alfo

fhort Account, of his Life, and theMonody on hisDeath, written

by Mr. Sheridan, and fpoken by Mrs. Yates, of Drury Lane

Theatre.
. „

,.,,'.

In Twq Volumes, Price Seven
Shillings.



•n a new Set of Plates, brought down to the prefent Time,
Price is. 6d.

KEARSLEY's Arms of the Peers and Peereffes of England,
Scotland, and Ireland, neatly Engraved, with an Englifh Tranf-

lation of the Mottos.

They may likewife be had bound with the annual Court
Calender.

A new Edition, including the BENCH of BISHOPS,

(Which was originally intended for a feparate Work)

The HERALDRY ofNATURE; or TEMPORARY

ARMS.

Adapted to the prefent Houfe of Peers, and emblematical of

each of the Lord's prefent hobby borfes either in the fafhionafale

and diffipated purfuits of pleafure, or the more confined Walks

of bufinefs; including their domeftic amufements and connec

tions, with upwards ofEighty Examples, neatly Etched, by an

eminent Engraver.
•
"
This is a new and excellent method of delineating Characr

ters, and faying more in the compafs of a Shilling than can

generally be conveyed by mere wyrds in a whole Sheet ! How the

prelent Houfe of Peers will approve of thefe_ new Armorial Bear

ings, which are drawn in the true Hogarth'ian Style, with great

Humour, and no fmall degree of Satire, is not for us to deter

mine ; we muft however acknowledge, injuflice to the Author,
the Examination of thefe whimfica) Arms has afforded us great
Entertainment."

Vide Review for November.

A cheap and correct Edition of the Works of

GEORGE ALEXANDER STEVENS,

Containing a complete Collection of his SONGS, Printed ver-

bauim from his laft Corrections; alfo his celebrated Lecture

upon Heads, as delivered originally by himfelf, with additions

as fpoken by Mr. Lee Lewes, at the Theatre Royal, in Covent-

Garden, and t\)e Royalty-Theatre. To which is added, an

Effay on Satire, by the late Mr,. Pilon.

There are fpurious and incorrect Editions of Stevens'sWorks in

Circulation, againft which it is neceffiry to Caution the Public.

The Songs may be had feparate, Price One Shilling and Sixpence,
and the Lecture on Heads, Price One Shilling, or bound toge

ther, Three Shillings.

Printed on a Writing Paper,

The Fifth Edition, of MUSICAL TRAVELS through

England.

By the late JOEL COLLIER, Licentiate in Mufic

Dear to the Mufe, fhe gave his days to pafs,
With little filver, but with ftore of brafs ;
Beotian clouds did o'er his genius fling,
But gave him fkil) to fiddle, and to nng.

Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.



The contemptible Vice ofLYING properly delayed.

?Vith confiderable Additions, particularly a new and fhort PafT
fage of a

few*

hours into the South fea ! alfo an Account of two

newVoyages, one of them through the Centrejof MountEtna,
and the Globe ; the other to the Ifland 6f Ceylon. With a

Frontifpiece, reprefenting the Baron's Triumph over a Lion,

and a Crocodile, who both attacked him at the fame inftant,

BARON MUNCHAUSON's TRAVELS and AD
VENTURES in Ruflia, Iceland, Turkey, Egypt, Gibraltar,
the Mediterranean, Atlantic Ocean, and by a ftibterraneous
Paflage into the Cafpian Sea.

Upon the Continent thefe Travels are more read than any
Production that has appeared for fomeYears. This FifthEdition,
exclufive of the above Improvements, is embellifhed with Nine
teen Plates.

The Fifth Edition, Price Half-a-Crown.

*#* This is a {very pleafant Companion ; it abounds with admirable

flrpkes ofIrony, well calculated to expofe the Writings offabulous Ad-

•venturers,for which Purpofe it has evidently been publifhed. It may
be fairlyfaid to put even profeffed.Liars out ofCountenance /»

Vide the Review forMay.

Curious PARTICULARS and Genuine ANECDOTES

Reflecting the late

Lord CHESTERFIELD and DAVID HUME, Efq.

With a Parallel between thefe celebrated Perfonages; and an

impartial Character of
both.'

To which is added, his Lordfhip's

Ironical Petition to the King for a Penfwn ; alfo his famous Speech1

againft licenjihg the Stage. Price Two Shillings.

" The life of rluMiE already publifhed makes no Part of the

"
above productions; "The Particulars concerning his Death and

'.' Funeral, with his lafi Will and lefament, cannot but prove

f*
agreeable to many

Readers"

Vide the Preface,

A new and improved Edition in Octavo of ,

KILKHAMPTON ABBEY.

K?- The Epitaphs of thofe who have really deceafed

fince the laft Edition are all omitted, and a much greater Num

ber of new ones are added in their Room ; particularly thofe of

Mr Pitt, Mr. Dundass, Lord D y, Mifs F -n, the

Duchefs of C -b, the
Duke of Qj r-rrv, the Duke of

N k, &c. &c.

Price Half-a-crown.



The following Collection has frequently enlivened the brilliant

Circles at St. James's, Buckingham Houfe, andWindfor.

The Birth of the Rofe, the Geranium, the Paftime of Venus,
the Devil's Tail, the Kifs of Lydia, Life's a Joke, and feveral

other celebrated Poems are now added, which mere formerly
handed about only in Ma-nufcript.

THE FESTIVAL OFWIT; Selected byG^— K
,

Summer Refident at Windsor ; and carefully copied from the

Common-place Book, with the Names of the Parties who intro

duced them to the R E

"
This is, beyond all Comparifon, the beft Collection of good

'
Things we ever read : it is not a delicateMorceau for the polite

'
Circles only, it muft fuit the Tafte of every Man who loves

'
cheerful Converfation and Attic Wit. Were we to beftow on

'
it as much praife as it really merits, we fhould cover more

'
paper in pointing out the excellencies of this little volume

'
than we can

fpare."

Review for September,

Price Three Shillings fewed.

A new Edition, with a Frontifpiece difplaying the Effects of

Induftry, and the Folly of Idlenefs; alfo many ufeful Addi-

tions, particularly the LAWS between MASTERS and

APPRENTICES ; Information relative to Servants of all De

nominations, with the Wages commonly paid to each; the

only Method of obtaining good ones, and the properManner
of treating them. A few necefiary Hints at the Beginning
the World, relative to Rent, Furniture, Houfekeeping, In-
furance, &c. with Tables ready calculated of Wages and
Salaries for any Portion of Time,

Price Eighteen-penee,

KEARSLEY's TABLES OF TRADE,

For the Information of Parents and Guardians, and the Affiftance
of young Men who wifh to profper in the World, and become
refpeaable Members of Society; fhewing at one View what a
Matter requires in taking an Apprentice, what a Journeyman

™ a Tl can earn' and the Sums required to fet up as a
Matter The Whole containing a View of upwards of Three
Hundred Profeffions.



THE BEAUTIES of the SPECTATOR, TATLER,

GUARDIAN, RAMBLER, ADVENTURER, CONNOIS

SEUR, WORLD, and IDLER.

*#* To accommodate the Purcfiafers of thefe entertaining

Volumes, they are fold together, or in the following Manner i

The Seleaions from the SPECTATOR, TATLER, and

GUARDIAN, are comprifed in the two firft Volumes, and

fold feparate for Silt Shillings.

The third and fourth Volumes contain thofe from the RAM

BLE R, CONNOISSEUR, ADVENTURER, WORLD, and

IDLER, and are fold feparate for Six Shillings alfo, or the

four Volumes for Twelve Shillings, complete.

The Management ofDraft Horses, with their defects,

THE GENTLEMAN'S STABLE DIRECTORY ;

Or, Modern Syftem of-Farriery.

Comprehending the prefent improved Mode of Practice, con

taining all the moft valuable Prefcriptions and approved Reme

dies, accurately proportioned and properly adapted to every
known JDifeafe to which the Horfe is incident.

Interfperfed with occafional Remarks upon the dangerous
and almoft obfolete Practice ofGibfon, Bracken, and others.

Including Directions for Feeding, Bleeding,-
Purging, and

getting into Condition for the Chafe and the Turf.

Infcribed to Sir J O H N LADE, Bart.

By William Taplin, Surgeon,

The Fifth Edition, "with confiderable Improvements.

Price Six Shillings in
Boards.'

*_* The rapidfate of four large lmpreffiens of the above Book,
'within the Space of a few Months, is an unequivocal Proof of
extraordinary Merit.

KEARSLEY's TAX-TABLES,

Printed annually; containing Abftradts of the moft general and

interefting Acts, including the laft'that paffed ; likewife the

Stamp Duties complete,
corrected by the Office Lift.

Price Sixpence.
,

This Publication contains the.Subftance of upwards of

190 Aits; among which are the Taxes upon Retail Shops,

Houfes, Windows,. Bachelors, Attornies, Servants, Gloves, Hats,

Nores,
Bills'

ofExchange, Receipts, Perfumery, Infurance, Game,

Horfes, Carriages', Hawkers and Pedlars, New Rates ofHackney
Coaches, outfide Paffengers, Theatrical Licenfes, Sweep Chim-r
neys'

Apprentices, &c.&c



ESSAYS on SUICIDE anS the IMMORTALITY

OF THE SOUL.

By the late DAVID HUME, Efq.

With Remarks, intended as an Antidote to thePoifon contained

in thefe Performances.

By the E D I T O R.

To which are added, Two Letters on Suicide, from Rouffeau's

Eloifa;

Thefe Effays have been for fome Time clandeftjnely circu

lated at a very extravagant Price, without any Comment. This

myfterious Mode of Sale, by rendering them an Object of Re-

queft, has confiderably
enhanced theirValue. The Notes which

accompany and
improve this Edition, are written by a Clergyman

of the Church of England, arrd will appear to every ferious

Reader ofTafte and Discernment a fatisfadtory Anfwer to every

Thing exceptionable in the Text.

PriceThree Shillings and Sixpence.

ELEGANT ORATIONS* Ancient and Modern,
For the Ufe of Schools,

Originally compiled for his own pupils.

By the Reverend J. M O S S O P, A; M.

Matter of the Boarding School at Brighthelmftone.

" Patriaefit
idoneus,"

Jvv.

Price Three Shillings and Sixpence bound.

ADVICE to the OFFICERS of the BRITISH
ARMY.

With the Addition of fome Hints to the Drummer and

Private Soldier.

Ridiculitm acri

Fortiut et melius blerumquefecat res;

Safe from the Bar, the Pulpit, and the Throne,
Yet touch'd and mov'd by ridicule alone.

The EIGHTH EDITION.

To which, is now added, fome Advice to the Officers of the

Ordnance, and the Secretary atWar.

Price Half-a-Crown.



To the Gentlemen of the
Law.

On SATURDAY, the 8th Day of November, 1788, will be pub
lifhed in Octavo, Price One Shilling, -and will be continued

Weekly until the whole Work is completed, in Four Volumes.

N U M B E R I. Of

ORIGINAL PRECEDENTS in CONVEYANCING,
Settled and approved by the moft Eminent Conveyancers.

Interfperfed with the Obfervationsand Opinions of Counfel upon

various intricate cafes.

The whole feleeted from the Draughts of Actual Practice, and
now firft publifhed under the Direction and immediate inflec
tion of

THOMAS WALTER WILLIAM S„
OF THE INNER TEMP LE-^BAS R ISTER AT LAW.

Printed by his Majefty's Law Printers, for G. Kearfley.

CONDITIONS.

I. This Work will be comprifed in Four Volumes Octavo.

II. It will, be publifhed in Weekly. Numbers till completed

Price One Shilling each.
-tf"

III. Thewhole will not exceed Twenty-four Numbers.

IV. The firft Number will be publifhed 01} Saturday November
the 8th, being the firft week in Michaelmas Term.

V. The money will not be received before the delivery of each
Number,

TO THE PUBLIC.

PRECEDENTS in conveyancing when fettled or approved by
gentleman of profeflional reputation, have ever been highly eU
teemed by ihofe who are engaged in the practice of that particu

lar branch of the law.

A ftrict adherence to mechanical and legal accuracy in thecon-

ftruction of deeds, is of the utmoft importance ; giving perma

nence and fecurity to the intereft and pofleflions
,
of mankind;

whereas inattention frequently renders an application to a court of

judicature neceflary ; in order either to fettle the refpective tights

and interefts of the parties, or to explain the meaning of the in

ftrument.

To prevent fuch difficulties feveral books have been publifhed

illuftrating the Practice of Conveyancing, but very few of any

cnfequence or authenticity, the major part being mere com

pilations from fuch as have been efteemed valuable; for it is an

incontrovertible truth, that fince the appearance of Horfeman's

Precedents, no book of any authority has been publifhed in this

peculiar line of practice.

To lay before the gentlemen of the law a complete, and ori

ginal collection of Precedents, is the defign of the prefent Publi

cation ; the whole of which have been either drawn, or ap

proved by Conveyancers of the firft eminence and eftimation.

The draughts will be methodically placed under general, heads

in alphabetical order, and the fubjecl matte'rin each deed will be

preceded by an explanatory title.



To convince the profeffion of the authenticity of the propofed

collection, to draught will be prefixed the name of the

Gentleman who fettled, drew, or approved the fame; with

fncli obfervations as were made .upon the Cafe; and where a

conveyance was founded upon an opinion previoufly given, the

precedent Cafe and Opinion will be likewife introduced prepa

ratory to the deed.

A copious Index will be added, accurately difplaying the

purport of feveral deeds, and their component Claufes.

Captain GODFREY'S TREATISE is added to the fol
lowing'

TREATISE, by which the whole is rendered

complete.

ART OF BOXING.

This Pamphlet contains full Inftrudtions relative to that ufeful

Art, including the lateft improvements, by which every Perfon

may learn to defend himfelf and Friends, and be able alfo to

chaftife Infolence. It is the production of Captain GODFREY

and another GENTLEMAN, who learned the Art principally
to guard themfelves againft the Infults of Inferiors and the Vio

lence ofRuffians.

*„* The laft Review fays, "To thofe who wi/h to become
" Adepts in this ufeful and neceffary Art we recommend this Pam-

"
phlet ; as it is '■well calculatedfor that

purpofe.''''

It alfo contains an entertaining Account of all the famous
Bruifers from BROUGHTON down to the prefent Heroes.

Price One Shilling.

COUNTESS of STRATHMORE and ANDREW ROBIN

SON BOWES, Efq.

A NEW EDITION ENLARGED.

An accurate Report of the TRIAL in the above Caufe, before
the Right Honourable Lord Loughborough, in the Court of

Common Pleas, onMonday the 19th ofMay, on an Ifliie directed
out of the High Court ofChancery. Taken in ShortHand.
This Trial contains a full Account of the Duel fought in the

Adelphi Tavern, inApril, 1777, between the Rev. Henry Bate
and Mr. Bowes.

The Courtfhip and Marriage of Mr. Bowes, and Lady Strath-
more.

_

Of a deed executed by Lady Strathmore prior to herMarriage
with Mr. Bowes, when fhe had confented tomarry Mr. Gray.
. Of the Means ufed byMr. Bowes to procure a Revocation of
that Deed, which is now by this Trial reftored to herLadyfhip.
And of her Ladyfhip's Conduct before and after her Mar

riage,
—with many curious Anecdotes reflecting the principal

Parties, the Witneffes, &c. and others concerned in this extraor
dinary Bufinefs. Price Two Shillings.

FINIS.



 



 




	An Authentic Detail of Particulars Relative to the Late Dutchess of Kingston
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Front Matter
	Page 
	Title Page
	Page 
	Page 

	Preface
	Page i
	Page II


	Body
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140
	Page 141
	Page 142
	Page 143
	Page 144
	Page 145
	Page 146
	Page 147
	Page 148
	Page 149
	Page 150
	Page 151
	Page 152
	Page 153
	Page 154
	Page 155
	Page 156
	Page 157
	Page 158
	Page 159
	Page 160
	Page 161
	Page 162
	Page 163
	Page 164
	Page 165
	Page 166
	Page 167
	Page 168
	Page 169
	Page 170
	Page 171
	Page 172
	Page 173
	Page 174
	Page 175
	Page 176
	Page 177
	Page 178

	Back Matter
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 



