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Prefatory Obfervations.

THE demife of the DUCHESS
OF KINGSTON being authenti-
cated in England, the public prints
contained various anecdotes refpect-
ing that lady, which were either
wholly conje@ural, or partially un-
true. Obferving this, the Author
of the following DETAIL tranf-
mitted to the prefs fome particulars,
which he knew to be faés; intend-
ing them only'as contributing, for
a time, to diurnal amufement. He
was {olicited, however, to colle&,
and print them, in a different

form; with a continuation, and

fuch
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fuch anecdotes as he could furnith
from authenticity. The publica-
tion; in this fhape, is now fub-
mitted to the world—The time ne~
ceflary to obtain, and bring from
Paris, an attefted copy of the
WILL of the Duchefs, is humbly
offered as an apology ; and its be-
ing fo truly an original, will, it is
hoped, abundantly atone for the

-procraf’tination.

-———m--—.

The rarid fale of the firft impreffion, is a firong
prefunptive preof, that the fafls which are bere
Sabwitted to the Public, have afforded no inconfi-

derable fhare of entertatument.

e e



M EMOTIR S,

&c. &c.

A S the deaths of thofe who have eminently
figured on the ftage of Being, always occafion
. pofthumous animadverfion, the demife of fo
extraordinary a character as the late DucrEss
of Kingston will, there is not a doubt, give
rife to a variety of details refpeing her life
and conduct. This is an age when the prying
eye of curiofity penetrates the privacy of every
diftinguifhed perfon ; neither the living nor the
dead efcape. The moft trivial purfuits of the
one, and the former table-talk of the other, are
expofed and narrated, with all the pomp of
importance, by fome officious hand, engaged
to furnith anecdote for the world. The author
of the fubfequent account profeflcth a departure

B / from
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from the cuftomary mode of detailing puerilities
of thought, expreffion, or habit. Such pueri-
lities are but too prevalent, even where intel-
lectual greatnefs moft abounds; and it furely
is becoming the office of candour to veil, ra-
ther than exemplify, the weaknefles of our

nature.

ErizaseTe CHubLEIGH was well defcended,,
from an ancient family, fituated in Devonthire.
One of her male anceftors had a naval com-
mand in the-reign of Queen Elizabeth, and
gallantly acquitted himfelf in the memorable
defeat of the Spanith Armada. She was born
in the year 1720, and her father was a Colonel
in the army, and had a poft in Chelfea college;
but, dying when the was at an early age, his
reli@ had the care of a daughter devolved on
her, with little more than the ufual penfion al-
lotted the widow of an officer, for their mutual
fubfiftence. Thus narrowed in fortune, Mrs.
Chudleigh prudently availed herfelf of the beft
fubftitute for money—good connections. Thefe
the rank, firuation, and habits of her hufband,
had placed within her power. She hired an
houfe fit, at that lefs refined period of time, for
a fathienable town refidence; and fthe accom-
modated an inmate, for the purpofe of adding

to the fcaniinefs of her income. Her daughter
Eriza-
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Er1zasern was foon diftinguifhed for a bril-
liancy of repartee, and for other qualities highly
recommendatory, becaufe extremely pleafing.
An opportunity for the difplay of them, to
every advantage the pofleflor could reafonably
defire, offered at 2 moment when fortune was
benignantly difpofed. The father of our pre-
fent Sovereign had his court at Leicefter Houfe.
Mr. PurtenEy, who then blazed as a meteor
in the hemifphere of oppofition, was honoured
with the particular regard of rhe Prince of
'Wales, Mifs CuubLEiGH was introduced to
Mr. PueTeney; and he obtrained her, at the
age of about eighteen, the appointment of a
Maid of Honour to the Princefs of Wales. Mr.
Pulteney did more than thus place her in an
elevated ftation ; he endeavoured to cultivate
her underftanding. To him Mifs CaupLeicH
read ; and with’ him, when feparated by dif-
tance, fthe literally correfponded. Some im.
provement the obtained by this advanrage, but
the extreme vivacity of her nature prevented
any confiderable acquirements. Her maxim,
on every fubje, was, according to her own
expreffion, to be ¢ fhort, clear, and furprifing.”’
A voluminous author was, confequently, her
-averfion ; and a prolix ftory, however intereft=
ing, difgufted her, merely from the circum-
ftance of prolixity. With fuch a pupil, Mr.
, B2 PuLTe-
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PuLTENEY could laugh, and, in defpair of
his literary inftru®tion making any deep im-
preffion on the mind of his adopted fair one, he
changed the fcene, and endeavoured to initiate
her in the fcience of ceconomy, inftead of
books. The value of a penny he had fudied
to a micety; one of his pra&ical theorems was,
that a man with the price of a pot of porter in
his pocket, fhould purchafe only a pint, how-
ever extreme his thirft. This was the GREAT
Wirriam Purteney, who, like other patriots,
without principle, degenerated into a Peer,
without honour, and died without the veftige
of regard for his memory being found in any
breaft that exifled at the time of his d¢paf-
tfure,

The ftation to which Mifs CHUDLEIGH was
advanced, combined with many perfonal attrac-
tions, Produged a number of admirers; fome
of attual, qthers of expectant titles. Among
the former, was his Grace the Duke of Ha-
milton, whom Mifs Gunning had afterwards
the good fortune to obtain for a confort. The
Duke was paffionately fond of Mifs CunupLEIGH,
and the ardour with which he prefled his fuit,
attained the end he then withed to accomplifh,
which was, a folemn engagement on the part of
Mifs CruprLeiGH, that on his retyrn from

making,
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making a tour, for which he was preparing,
fhe would become his wife. There were rea-
fons why this event fhould not immediately
take place ; that the engagement would be ful-
filled at the fpecified time, both parties con-
fidered as a moral certainty. A mutual pledge
was given and accepted ; the Duke commenced
his propofed tour, and the parting condition
was, that he fhould write by every apportunity,
Mifs CrupLzeieH, of courfe, was reciprocally
bounden to anfwer his Grace’s Ovidian epiftles,
Thus the arrangement of fortune feemed to
have united a pair, who poffibly might have
experienced much happinefs in the union ; for
between the Duke of Hamilton and Mifs Chud-
leigh, there was a fimilarity of difpofition.
The_y were pot, however, to be joined. Dii-
truft was to take place of unbounded confidence;
and they were mutually to be diffatisfied with
each other, without either being culpable.
Mifs Chudleigh had an aunt whofé name was
Hanmer ; at her houfe Captain Hervey, the
late Earl of Briftol, vifited. To this gentle-
man Mrs. Hanmer bekame fo exceedingly par-
tial, that fhe favoured his views on her niece,
and engaged her efforts to effe, if poflible, a
matrimonial conne&ion. There were two dif-
ficulties which would have been.infurmountable,
if not oppofcd by the fertile genius of a female,

Mifs
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Mifs Chudleigh difliked Captain Hervey, and
fhe was Letrothed to the Duke of Hamilton.
To render the laft nugatory, the letters of his
Grace were intercepted by Mrs. Hanmer, and
his fuppofed filence giving offenice to her niece,
the worked fo fuccefsfully on her pride, as to
induce her to abandon all thoughts of the lo-
ver, whofe paffion fhe had cheriflied with de-
light. A condu&: the reverfe of that imputed
to the Duke, was obferved by Captain Hervey.
He was all which affidvity could dictate, or at-
tention perform. He had daily accefs ro Mifs
Chudleigh, and each interview was artfully im-
proved by the aunt, to the promotion of her
own views, The letters of his Grace of Ha-
smilton, whiclr regularly arrived, were as regu-
Yarly fupprefled ; until piqued beyond longer
endurance, Mifs Chudleigh was prevailed on.
to accept the hand of Captain Hervey, and, by
2 private marriage, to enfure a participation of
his future honours and fortune. The cere-
mony was performed in a private chapel adjoin-
mg the country manfion of Mr. Merrill. The
only furviving witnefs is a woman confiderably
advanced in ycars, who was a fervant in the
family *.

On

# This marriage was folemnized in the year 1744, at
Lzinlon, in the county of Southampton ; a parifh in which
there
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On a review-of life, every. refle®ing mind
may eafily trace the predominant good, or evil
experienced, to fome wilful ecror, or injudici-
ous miftake, which operated as a determinate
caufe, and gave the colour to our fate, This
was the cafe with Mifs Chudleigh; for, the
hour in which fhe became united with Captain
Hervey, proved to her the origin of every fub-
fequent unhappinefs. There is a compliment
to the dead, exated by ufage; conformably to
which, we treat their names with reverence,

“whofe deeds deferve the fevereft reproach. On
this principle it can only be faid, that the con-
nubial rites were attended with confequences,
'injurious to health, as well as unproductive of
fecundity ; and that, from the night following
the day en which 't}‘ie marriage was folemni;ed,
Mifs Chudleigh refolved never to have farther
connetion with her hufband. To prevail. on
him not to-claim her as his wife, required all

there was only the houfe of Mr. Merrill. The certificate
runs as follows :

¢ Marriages, Births, and Burials, in the parith of Lain-
¢ flon. 2d of Auguft, Mrs. Sufanna Merrill, relict of
¢ John Merrill, Efq. buried. 4thof Auguft, 1744, mar-
¢ ried, the Honourable Auguftus Hervey, Efquire, in the
¢ parifh of Lainfton, to M/ Elizabeth Chudleigh, daugh-
¢ ter of Colonel Thomas Chudleigh, late of Chelfea College,
¢ deccafed. By me, Thomas drnis.”
the
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the art of which the was miftrefs. The beft
diffuafive argument was, the lofs of her fitu-
ation as Maid of Honour, fhould the marriage
be publicly known. The finances of Captain
Hervey not enabling him, at the time, tocom-
penfate fuch a lofs, moft probably operated as
a prudential motive for his yielding to the en-
treaties of his wife. He did fo yield; but in
a manner which, at times, indicated a ftrong
defire to play the tyrant. In fa, as the de-
parted Ducness frequently exprefled the fitu-
ation of her feclings, ¢ Her mifery commenced
¢ from the arrival of Captain Hervey in Eng-
“ land, and the greateft joy fhe experienced
« was the intelligence of his departure.”
Hence, whilft the fhip in which he was to fait,
remained at Spithead, or in the Downs, fhe
was tremblingly alive with apprehenfion that
the deftination might be countermanded. A
fair wind out of the Channel, was the foother
of her mind ; and fhe was always extremely
inquifitive as to the duration of the voyage, or
cruize ; as well as the probable intervening ac-
cidents which might ftill longer retard it. *Such
were fome of the immediate confequences of an
union, brought about by artifice, effefted clan-
deftinelv, and originating, in the one party,
from pique, in the other, from a more repre-
henfible paifion. The remote confequences of

this
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this moft unfortunaté affimilation of body, not
inind, will neceffarily appear in the fubfequent
detail. Let it be hoped, for the happinefs.of
the more amiable fex, that the cafe of Mifs
’Chudieigh, in one fenfe, is not applicable to
many of them. To her, matrimony was the
beginning of forrows.

Miﬁs CrupLElGH, now Mrs. HervEY, a
maid in dppearance, a wife in difguife, feemed
to thofe who judge from externals only, to be
in an enviable fituation. Of the higher circles
fhe was the attrative eenter; of gayer life the
invigorating fpirit. Her royal miftrefs not only
{miled on, but atually approved her. A few
friendfhips the cemented, and conquefts the
made in fuch abundance, that, like Cefar ina
trivmph, fhe had a train of captives at her
heels. Yet, with all this difplay of happinefs,
fhe wanted that, without which there is. not
happinefs on earth—peace of mind. . Her huf-

“band, quieted for a time, grew obﬁre‘peroué as
the became more the obje& of admiration. He
felt his right, and was determined to affert it.
She endeavoured, by letter, to regociate him
into peace ; but her efforts fucceeded not. He
demanded a private interview; and enforcing
his demands by threats of expofure in cafe of
refufal, the complied through compulfion.

C The
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The meeting was at the apartment of Capfain
Hervey ; a black fervant only in the houfe.
On entering the toom where he fat, the firfh
thing done was to prevent her retreat by lock-
ing the door. What paffed may be better
imagined than expreffed. The bofom of a
wife, burning with indignant fage for paft in-
juries fuftained in her health, yet obliged to
fmother the flame of refentment, and affume
the mildnefs of complacencyi On the othe:
hand, an bufband, feeling himifelf the I.ord
Paramount over a deféncelefs woman, whofé
hopes he had blafted, whofe petfon he had de-
filed. This, as the Duchefs, when fpeaking of
it, with tears in her eyes, ufed t0 fay, was * an
affignation withi & vengeance.” It ended, like
every interview which fhe had with Captain
Hervey, fatally for her. He would not per-
mit her to retire. without confénting to that
comimerce, dele€table only when kindred fouls
melt into each other with the foft embrace.
The fruit of this meeting was, the addition of
a boy to the human race. Cefar Hawkins. be-
¢ame the profeflioral confidant on this ecea-
fion. Mifs Chudleigh removed to. Chelfea for
a change of ‘air, and returned to Leicefter-
houfe, perfe@ly recovered from her indifpo-
fition. The infant foon f{unk into the arms.

of
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of Death, leaving enly the tale of his exiftence
to be related ¥,

While thefe and a variety of other circum-
ftances were paffing between Mifs Chudleigh
and her hufband, the Duke of Hamilton ar-
rived from his travels. He loft not a moment
in paying homage to the idol of his affeétions,
and in having the myftery of all his lettefs be-

* The following is the evidence which Cefar Hawkins
gave, on the Trial of the Duchefs of Kingflon, relative to
-the birth of the child, and the marriage of Mifs Chadleigh
with Mr. Haruey,
Dueftion. Do you, or do you net, know, that a child was
the fruit of that marriage ?
Cefar Hawkins, Yes, Ido.

Queftien. Can you tell their Lordfhips about what time
the child was born, and where ?

Anfaver.  About the time 1 cannot tell.

Queflion. Inform their Lordfhips about what time this
might be ?

Anfwer. 1 fhould fuppofe about thirty years ago.

Queflion, Where was this child bern ?

Anfwer. At Chelfea, near to Chelfea College.

Queffion, Was this marriage (with Mr. Harvey) and
the birth of that child, at that time kept 3 fecret ¢

Anfwer. T was told fo.

Queffion. Do you know what i3 fince become of that
child ?

Anfwer. 1 believe it died a little time afterwards.

Ca2 -ing
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ing unanfwered, explained. Flighty, as in
other refpeéts he was, to Mifs Chudleigh his
conftancy remained unthaken. The interview
develloped the whole, and placed Mrs. Han-
mer in her true light, that of the authorefs of
mifchief. Butas the palliation of paft evil, the
Duke made a generous tender of his hands
where his heart was already centered, The re-
jection of this offer, which it was impoffible
to accept, and almoft as impoflible to explain
the reafon why it was rejected, occafianed emnos
tions in the Duke, which the heart can feel
better than the pen explain. Still more; Mifs
Chudleigh was compelled to prohibit his vifits.
‘Fhe fequel of his conduét is known. His
Grace and a noble Earl agreed to club their
follies, ta keep each other in countenance, and
they both married two Hibernian Mifles, who,
inthe hour of good fortune, had luckily brought
their ftock in trade to a market where beauty
frequently fetches an excellent pl‘lCC

The Duke of Hamilton, thus refufed by Mifs
Chudlexgh the late Duke of Ancafter, and-fe-
veral other nobles experienced a fimilar fate.
This aftonithed the fathionable world. and the
mother of Mifs Chudleigh, who was a total
ftranger to the private marriage of her daughter,
reprchended her folly ip proper terms. At once

tQ
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o be freed, at leaft-for a time, from the embar-
raffments which environed her, Mifs Chudleigh
determined on travel as the mean. She embarked
for the Continent, Chofe the circle of Germany
for her tour. She refided fome time at Berlih,
then went to Drefden ; and, as fhe afpired to
the acquaintance of crowned heads, the was gra-
tified by the late Kipg of Pruffia, who not only
converfed, but correfponded with her, Itisnot
by this meant thaf there was any thihg more in
his letters than what the politenefs of a gentle-
man diated to a lady, in {pirit and enterprize
above the level of her fex, The epiftles of Fre-
deric, which confifted of about four lines, writ-
ten in a {carcely legible hand, ferved Mifs Chud-
leigh to gratify her vanity by talking about. Bur,
in the EleCtrefs of Saxony the found a friend,
whofe affe®tion for her continued to the latefl
period of life, The Eletrefs was a woman
of fenfe, honour, virtue and religion. Her
letters were replete with kindnefs. While her
hand diftributed prefents to Mifs Chudleigh out
of the treafury of abundance, her heartwas inte-
refted for her bappinefs. This fhe evinced, pend-
ing the profecution for bigamy, for at that time
a letter from the Ele&refs to the Duchefs, con-
‘tained the following paffage :— You have long
§¢ experienced my love ; my revenue, my pro-
f¢ tection ; my every thing you may command:

¢ Come,
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¢ Come, then, my dear life, to an afylum of
¢ peace. Quit a country, where, if you are
¢ bequeathed a cloak, {fome pretender may ftart
‘ up, and ruin yeu by law te prove it your
s¢ property. Let me have you at Drefden.”
This paffage is literslly rendered from the
French.

Mifs Chudleigh returning from the Conti-
nent, Lord Howe, who fignalized himfelf in’
America the war before laft, became her {uitor.
Matrimony was out of the queftion; but, an
intimaey fubfifting, the world then talked, as
the world now talks, a great deal of nonfenfe
in a2 moft abfurd ftyle. This garrulity, how-
ever, neither leflened the canfequence of Mifs
Chudleigh, nor interrupted her amufements,
She ran the career of pleafure, enlivened the
Court circles, each year became more ingra-
tiated with the miftrefs whom fhe ferved; led
fathions ; played whift with Lord Chefterfield ;-
rioted with Lady Harrington and Mifs Athe;
figured at a mafquerade, and laughed at the
lover whom the chofe not to favour with her
{miles, with all the confounding grace of a
woman of quality. The refleCtion put off,
however, for the day, too frequently intruded
an unwelcame vifitor at night. Captain Her-
vey, the hufband, like a perturbed fpirit, was

cternally
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eternally croffing the path trodden by his wife.

Was fhe in the rooms at Bath ; he was fute to

be there. At a rout, ridotto, or ball, there

was this fell deftroyer of peace, embittering

every pleafure, and blighting the fruit of hap-

pinefs by the peftilential malignaney of his pre-

ferice. ' As a proof of his difpofition to annoy,

lie mehaced his wife with an iftimarion that he

would dilclofe the' marriage to the Princefs of
Wales. In this Mifs Chudleigh anticipated

him, by being the firft relater of the circum:

ftance. Her royal miftrefs heard and pitied her.

Shé continued her patronage to the hour of her

death. Atlaft a flratagemn was either fuggefted,

or it occurred to Mifs Chudleigh, at once o

deprive Captain Hervey of the power to claini

hertas'his wife. “"The clefgyman who married

thern was dead: 'The'regifter book was in care-

lefs hands. ‘An handfome cotirpliment was paid

for the infpection, and, while the perfon in whofe

cuftody it was, liftened to an’ amufing floty,

Mifs Chudleigh tore out 2 part of the regifter.

Thus imagining the bufinefs accomplithed, the,

for a time, bid defiance to her hufband, whofe

tafte for the fofter fex -yielding to a paffion of

-an oppolite nature, occafioned "Mifs Chudleigh
a ceflation’of ihquietude. Her better fate in-
fluenced the heart of a man in her favour, who
was



[ 61

was the exemplar of amiability. This was thé
late Duke of Kingfton.

The life, an outline of which is now fub-
mitting to the public judgment, was of fuch a
fingular commixture of propenfities, as to af-
ford abundant matter for improving refletion,
That there is in the human breaft a ruling
paffion, by which the will is influenced, and
confequently the judgment finally determined,
muft be evident to every inquifitive mind. This
paffion it is, which, ferving as the {pring of
action, gives rife to a condult perfectly regu-
lar, or wholly eccentric, as the producing caufe
is more or lefs bounded by fome higher motjve.
Hence the neceffity there is. for fome fuperin-
duced principle, as a check to the ruling paf-
fion, whatever it be. Where this is wanting,
all is confufion ; errors engender fubftantial ills,
and that portion of our exiftence contratted
within the narrow {pan of time, is doomed to
unhappmefs

The fubjéé of thefe anecdotes was among the
too nfany eminent inftances of this. Settled prin-
ciples the had none. Not that her deficiencyarofe
fo much ﬂom vicioufnefs, as from signorance.
Her mind, to borrow Mr. Locke s figure, was
a mere tabrla vafa, a blank as to every thing

beyond
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‘beyond mortality. All with her centered in felf
and fenfation. Her rulitig paffion was dif-
played in the acquirement of any {pecies of
property, the poffeflion of which gratified va-
nity. This the hoarded with the gripe of a
mifer, or diffipated with the profufidn of a
fpendthrift, when flattered by knavery or arti-
fice into a2 mood of extravagance. The dia-
monds the had amafled were her travellmg com-
panions 3 and fhe was always ready to defend
them, with a brace of piftols, at the hazard
of her life. To her jewel box her orifons were
as regularly paid, as a devotee is found con-
ftant to her matins. She latterly flumbered over
abundance, nor was fhe ever awake to that glo.
rious feeling with actuates natures truly noble,
and teaches them to confider a fuperflux of
wealth as the donation of heaven, granfcd in
truft for the relief of indigence, the foothing
of calamity, or the reward of merit. That the
late Duchefs of Kingﬁon had early in life the
power of being the diftributor of much good,
is certain; to obtain the means was her princi-
object, to negleCt the end, her general ha-
bit. Her cunning, for of wifdom fhe poflefled
not a ray, wasfolely direted to gain. For-
tunately for fociety, cunning is more frequently
defeated than fuccefsful. This was fo remark-
ably experienced By our heroine, that a rela-

D lation
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lation of the cafe may ferve as a moral leflon te
the world—Thus, then, runs the ftory:

In the natural courfe of events, Captain Her-
vey fuccecded to the Earldom of Briftol. With
rank there was fortune, and both were moft in-
viting objects to a mind fordid and vain. When
a fucceffion to the family hpnoursandrevenue be-
came highly probable, athort period before it
took place, Mifs Chudleigh went to the houfe of
Mr. Merrill, in whofe chapel the was married.
Her oftenfible reafon was a jaunt out of town—
Her real defign was to procure, if pofiible, the
infertion of her marriage with Caprain Her-
vey in the book which, to deftroy the written
evidence of that marriage, fhe had formerly mu-
tilated. With thisview the condefcended toevery
artifice, and dealt out promifes with a liberal
hand. The officiating clerk, who like Scrub, in
the play, wasa perfon of various avocations, was
to be promoted to the extent of his withes. The
book was managed by the Lady to her content,
and fhe returned to London fecretly exulting in
the excellence and fuccefs of her machination,
She did, it is true, fucceed, but it was in laying
the ground-work of that very evidence, which,
in conjunction with oral teftimony, operated
aiterwards to her conviGion and difgrace.
Here was cunning, defpicable- cunning, eo-
velloping the pofleffor in a net of her own fa-

bric::in\g.l
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bricating. No wonder, when her hour of de-
gradation arrived, that the fell unpitied.

Thus conditioned was Mifs CrupLErcu,
when the Dukk of KinesTon became her ad-
mirer. Re-married, as it were, by her own
ftratagem, the participation of ducal honours
became legally impoffible. The chains of wed-
lock, which the lady had been fo induftrious
in fhaking off, or putting on, as feemed moft
promotive of her avarice, were now galling to
an excefs. Every advice was taken, without
the means of liberation betng in the power of
human device to fuggeft. To acquiefce in that
‘which could not be remedied, feemed the der-
nier refort. 'The Duke of KinesTox’s attach-
ment was ardent, and truly fincere. He min-
gled the friend with the lover; nor was there
an endearing title under Heaven he would not
have affumed, could but the aflumption have
advanced the happinefs of Mifs CuubLEIGH.
For a feries of years they cohabited, yet with
fuch obfervance of external decarum, that al-
though their intimacy was a moral, it was not
an evidénced certainty. That the felicity of the
Duke was in any means promoted by this union,
cannot be afferted confiftent with truth, The
parties were diametrically oppofite characters.
The Duke was mild, gracious, unaffuming, and

D2z Bathful
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bafhful in the extreme. He bad every grace
requifite in a man of rank. Oftentation he fo
much detefted, that it was his cuftem, in per-
ambulafing the ftreets, to fold back the front
of his coat, fo as to hide the ftar; and when-
ever by accident it was difcovered, the difclo-
fure caufed an involuntary bluth. His Lady
poffefled very different qualities.  In vociferat-
ing anger the could fairly boaft an alliance with
Juno, Oftentatious the was to an excefs, and
fo little fublimed were her feelings, that the
grofleft flattery was an animating cordial to her
{pirits. It revived her when more rational fuc-
cours failed of effect. Thus contrarily gifted
and difpofed, the Duke and Mifs Chudleigh
were frequently on difcordant terms; but the
had a firong hold of his mind, and the ufe the:
made of it was, finally to ruin herfelf. The
Earl of Briftol, by time and attachments, had
~grown {o weary of his connubial ftate, as to be
cordially defirous of achange. At firft, when
founded on the fubje& of a divorce, he had
ufed this expreffion, ““ I will fee the ~— at the
¢ devil, before her vanity fhall be gratified by
¢ being a Duchefs.” Afterwards, however,
there being a lady to whom he withed to offer
his hand, he fo altered his tone, as to exprefs a
readinefs to confent to any poflible means of an-
nihilating the union fubfifting between him and

Mifs
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Mifs Chudleigh. The civilians were confulted
—a jactitation fuit was inftituted. The evi-

dence who could prove the marriage was kept
back.

Lord Briftol failing, as it was defigned he
fhould fail, in fubftantiating the marriage, a fen-
tence of the court, pronouncing the nullity of
the claim, concluded the bufinefs. The objet
now to be obtained was, legal opinion as to the
operative power of fuch a fentence ; and the ci-
vilians, highly tenacious of the rights of their
own courts, adjudged the decree not liable to
be difturbed by the interference of any extrinfic
court of judicature. Under conviétion of per-
fect fafety, the marriage between his Grace of
Kingfton, and Mifs Chudleigh, was publicly
folemnized #, ‘The favours were worn by the

higheft

#* The marriage ceremony was performed on the 8th day
of March, 1469, in the church of Saint Margaret, Weft-
minfter. The following is a cepy of the regifter :

¢ No. 92. Marriages in March 1769/. The Moft No-
« ble Ewelyn Picrrepont, Duke of Kingften, a Bachelor,
< and the Honourable Elizabeth Chudleigh, of Knightfbridge,
“ in Saint Margaret’s, Weftminfter, a Spinfler, were mar-
% ried by fpecial licence of the Archbithop of Canterbury,
“ this
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higheft perfonages in the kingdom ¥ ; and,
during the life of the Duke, not any attempt
was made to difpute the legality of the proce-
dure. ‘The fortune was not entailed; his
Grace had, therefore, the option to bequeath
it as feemed beft to his inclination. The heirs
fince, were then expeants ; their claims refted
on hope, not certainty. The Duchefs, for fo
the is now to be ftyled, figured without appre-

“ this 8th of March, 1769, by me, Samuel Harper, of the
¢ Britith Mufeum.

“ This marriage was folemnized between us,

« KINGSTON.
“ ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH.

“ In the prefence of
«“ MASHAM,
“« WILLIAM YEO,
“ A.K.F. GILBERT,
*“ JAMES LAROCHE, Jw.
« ALICE YEO,
“ J. ROSS MACKYE,
“ E.R. A, LAROCHE,
“ ARTHUR COLLIER,
« C. MASHAM.”

¥ Their prefent Majefties wore favours on the oces-
fion.
henfion
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henfion of control. She was raifed to the pin-
nacle of her fate, and for a very few years
did the enjoy that to which the chicanery of
her life had been dire¢ted to accomplith, the
parade of title without that honour which only
can ennoble. To impede her in the career of
enjoyment,.and finally put an end to all her
greatnefs, the Duke of KiNgsTon died. His
will, excluding from every benefit an elder,
and preferring a younger nephew as his heir in
tail, gave rife to a profecution of the Duchefs,

which ended in the beggary of her profecutor,
and the exile of herfelf,

The demife of the DukE of KinGsTON was
‘not unexpected by thofe who obferve the feve-
ral premonitions of the King of Terrors. A
paralytic firoke is ameong the harbingers of
mortal diffolution, which is fure to be followed
by the event announced. The Duke lingered
but a fhort time, and that rime was employed
by his confort in journeying his Grace about,
under the futile idea, by change of air and
fituation, of retarding the irreverfible decree of
Omnipotence. At laft, whenreal danger feem-
ed to threaten, even in the opinion of. the
Duchefs, the difpatched one of her fwifteft-
footed meflengers to her folicitor, the late Mr.
Field, of the Temple, requiring his immediate

attendance,
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attendance, He obeyed the fummons, and ar-
riving at the houfe; the Duchefs privately im-
parted her wifhes, which were, that he would
procure the Duke to execute, and be himfelf a
fubfcribing witnefs, to a will, made without
his knowledge, and more to the tafte of the
Duchefs, than the one completed. The diffe-
rence between thefe two wills was this: The
Duke had bequeathed the income of his eftates
to his relict, during her life, and exprefsly un-
der condition of her continuing in a fate of
widowhood. Whether his Grace, in thus re-
firaining her, did it in order to prevent the
difhonour of his memory, by the introduction
of an improper fucceflor ; or, whether he acted
froma confcioufnefs of her extreme liability,with
all her manceuvring, to be impofed on, muft be
left to conjecture. Perfeétly fatisfied, however,
as the Duchefs pretended to be with whatever
appeared to be the inclination of her deareft
Lord, fhe could not refift the feeming oppor-
tunity of carrying her fecret withes into effect.
She did not relith the Temple of Hymen being
thut againft her. Earneftly, therefore, did the
prefs Mr. Field to have her own will immedi-
ately executed, which left her at perfe& liberty
to give her hand to the conqueror of her heart.
She was only, by fome years, on the wrong
fide of fifty ; and the celebrated Ninon de PEn-

clos,.
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¢los, blodmed at threefcore, and captivated at
feventy. Here was an example which evety
amorous grandmother might have in view'; and
extremely cruel would it be to reftrict ladies,
ancient only in years, from imatrimony, as the
mean to keep their blood within the bounds of
decorum. The Duchefs, in her anxiety tohave
the reftraint fhaken off, had nearly deprived
herfelf of every benefit derivable from the de-
mife of the Duke, When Mr. Field was in=
troduced to his Grace, his intellefts were per=
ceptibly affe@ted. He knew the friends who
approached him, and a tranfient knowledge of
their perfons was the only indication of merital
exertion which feemed to be left him. Field
very properly remonftrated on the impropriety
of introducing a will, for execution, to a man
in fuch a ftate. His remonftrance occafioned
a fevere reprehenfion from the Duchefs, who
réminded him, that he ought only to obey the
inftrutions of his employer. Feeling, how-
ever, for his profeflional charaer, he pofitive-
ly refufed either to tender the will, or be in
any manner concerned in endeavouring to pro-
cure the execution. With this refufal, he
quitted the houfe, the Duchefs beholding him
with an indignant cye, as the annoyer of her
fcheme, when, in fa&, by not complying with
it, he proved her temporal Saviour; for, had

E the,
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the will {he propofed, been executed, it would
moft indubitably have been fet afide. The heirs
would, con‘(equently, have excluded the reli&
from every thing, except that to which the
right of dower entitled her; and, the lady in
this, as in other refpeéts, would have been
ruined by her own ftratagem.

Soon after the fruftration of this attempt, the
Duke of Kincstox yielded to the ftroke of
fate. His will divulged, the funeral rites per-
formed, and all other obfequial matters being
properly adjufted, the Duchefs embarked for
the Continent, propofing Rome for her tempo-
rary refidence. GaANGANELLI at that time
filled the Papal See. From the moderation of
his principles, the confequent tolerant fpirit
which he, on every occafion, difplayed, and
the marked attention he beftowed on the Eng-
lith, he acquired the title of the Proteftant
Pope. To fuch a character, the Duchefs was
a welcome vifitor. Ganganelli treated her with
the utmoft civility, gave her, as a Sovereign
Prince, many privileges, and fhe was lodged
in the palace of one of the Cardinals. Her
vanity thus gratified, her Grace, in return, treat-
ed the Romans with a public {pe@acle. She
had built an elegant pleafure yacht; a gentle-
man, who had ferved in the navy, was the

commander ;
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commander ; under her orders, he failéd for
Italy, and the veflel, at confiderable trouble
and fome expence, was conveyed up the Ti-
ber. The fight of an Englifh yacht there was
uncommon. It drew the people in crouds to
the thore, and the applaufe ran general through
the city, This feemed to be the @ra of felti-
vity and happinefs ; but while the bark floated
triumphantly on the undulatiens of the Tiber,
a bufinefs was tranfaling in England which put
an. end to all momentary blifs, Mrs. Cra-
pock, a woman now living, who, in the ca-
pacity of a domeftic, had been prefent during
the ceremony of marriage between Mifs Crup-
Leicu and Lorp Bristor, found herfelf fo
reduced in circumfiances, that fhe applied to
Mr. Fierp for pecuniary relief. He faw her,
and moft injudicioufly refufed herevery fuccour.
In vain fhe urged her diftrefs, and the abfence
of the Duchefs, who was tlie only perfon on
whofe munificence fhe had the jufteft claim.
F1eLD was deaf to her entreaties : the then.
told him what was_in her power to difcover.,
"To many circumfances which fhe related, he
was an entire ftranger, and he affeéted to dif-
credit the reft. Mrs. Crapock ended the
interview with a menace, that the would make
the relations of the Duxe of KingsToN ac-
quainted with every important particular.~—

E2 Fizin
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Frerp fet her at defiance, and, thus expofed to
penury, the was exafperated to vengeance, and
inftantly fet about the work of ruin.

His Grace of KingsTox had borne to his
grave, a marked diflike of one of his nephews.
His private reafon was well known to his confi-
dential friends. Mr. EvELyny Mrapows had
been in, and went out of, the Navy. Let it
fuffice to fay, that the Duke chofe him not for
his heir. He was ane of the fons of Labpy
Frances PierreronT, fifter of the DukEe of
KingsTown, confequently his nephew~Dbut his
Grace liked him not. The gentleman ex-
cluded his prefumptive heirfhip, joyfully re-
ceived the information that a method of doing
himfelf fubftantial juftice yet remained. He
faw Mrs. Crapock—heard the detail of evi-
dence which fhe offered—and, perfe@ly faris-
fied as to every iota of the relation being true,
he, affifted by legal friends, had a Bill of In-
dictment for Bigamy preferred againft the fup-
pofed widow of the Duke of KingsTon.
‘The Bill was found # —Mr. FigLp had notice

of

*# The following isa Copy of the Bill of Indictment,
Middlefex.

¢ The Jurors of our Sovere}ign Lord the now King,
t prefent, that Elizabeth the wife of Augufius-Fohn Her-

13 oYy
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of the procedure, and the Duchefs was pro-
perly advifed to return inftantly to England,
and appear to the IndiGtmens, to prevent an
eutlawry. The intelligence appeared like a
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wey, late of the parith of 8aint George, Hanover Square,
in the county of Middlefex, Efquire, on the eighth day
of March, in theninth year of the reign of our Sovereign
Lord George the Third, now King of Great Britain, and
fo forth, being ther married, and then the wife of the
faid Augnflus-Fohn Herecy, with force of arms, at the faid
parifh of Saint George, Hanover Square, in the faid
county of Middlefex, felonioufly did marry and take to
hufbund, Ewelyn Pierrepont, Duke of Kingfton, (the faid
Augnfins-Fobn Hervey, her former hufband, being then
alive) againit the form of the ftatute in fuch cafe made
and provided, and againft the peace of our faid Lord the
King, his crown and dignity ; and the faid Jurors, for
our faid Sovereign Lord the now King, upon their oath
aforefaid, farther prefent, that the faid Elizabeth, here-
tofore, (#o avit) on the fourth day of Auguft, in the
eighteenth year of the reign of our late Sovereign Lord
George the Second,. late King of Great Britain, and fo
forth, at the parifh of Lainflon, in the county of Seuth-
ampton, by the name of Elizabeth Chudleigh, did marry
the faid Augufius- Fobn Hervey, and him the faid Augnfus-
Fobn Hervey then and there had for her hufband. And
that the faid Elizabeth, being married, and the wife of the
faid Augufius-Fobn Hervey, afterwards, (fo aviz) en the
eighth day of March, in the ninth year of the reign of
our faid Sovereign Lord George the Third, now King of
Great Britain, and fo forth, with force and arms, in the
faid parifh of Saint George, Hanever Square, in the faid

¢ county
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too-powerful elcétrical thock—her nature with
difficulty fuftained it.  On recovering the little
of her judgement which was left, the drove to
the houfe of Mr. JeNkixs, a gentleman who
has acquired a large property by {mall means,
commencing with the purchafe of the little
finger of a murilated ftatue, and ending in
what he now i¢, the banker to all the Britifh
travellers who vific the tutelary refidence of
Saint Peter,

To bafile art by art, and defeat, by policy,
that which true wifdom could not oppofe with
a probability of fuccefs, is the cuftom of every
hackneyed practitioner in the world. It ig

¢ county of Middlelex, felontoufly did marry, and take to,
¢ hufband, the faid Exclyn Pierrcpont, Duke of Kingfion,
¢ (the faid Augnflus-Fobu Hervey, her former hufband, being
% then alive) againtt the form of the ftatute in fuch cafe
* made and provided, and againft the peace of our faid Sos
¢ vereign Lord the now King, his crown and dignity,
« Q, T,
¢ True Bill, .
“ Augnfiine Greenland,
¢ Aun Cradock,
“ Chriflopher Divon,
¢ Thomas Dodd,
¢ Samucl Harper,
¢ Foln Fozart.”’

Swveru in the Court.

owin%
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owing to their excellence in this [yftem, thae
the fons of earth are fo much wifer, in their
feveral generations, than the children of light.
The Duchefs of Kingfton was merely a woman
of cunning, trufting folelv-to her machina-
tions forfuccefs. Hence the barometer of her
happinefs rofe, or was deprefled, as her multi-
farious manceuvres produced what her chime-
tical fancy termed good or evil. The flighteft
check in the career of vanity; the leaft failure
in the accomplithment of any vain-glorious.
proje&t, occafioned a figh. What then muft
the profpect of being compelled to bid farewe]
to all her greatnefs, have effeted ! Thofe leaft
accuftomed to refle®, are the moft deprefled
by refle¢tion. The attack made on the honours
of the Duchefs, ftruck alfo at her principles
and character. She knew, and fhe felt, that if
the whole of her conduct fhould be bared to
the light, a confummate degree of moralturpi-
tude would appear. As to the marriage with
his Grace of Kingfton, the folemn opinions of
the Civilians might be urged in extenuation;
but thofe -opinions were obtained by partial
faéts only appearing to them. The EARL of
BRISTOL had boafted of a marriage. The
Lady whom he had denominated his wife, put
him to the proof of the marriage ; and with
perfect fafery the might do this, when fhe had

taken
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taken previous care to prevent the only witnefs
who could prove the fa&, from giving tefti-
meny in the caufe. Here was fraud; and, if
Lord Briftol acquiefced in it, there was collu-
fion. Another thing—There was certainly ex-
treme turpitude in the fact of deftroying the re-
gifter of the marriage with the noble Earl, at
one time ; and there was the utmoft fordidnefs
in endeavouring to reftore fomething like it,
when likely to anfwer a felfith purpofe. All
thefe circumftances of evil - doing afforded
miferable themes for refleCtion ; and the period
was now arrived, when refle¢tion came with
vengeance at her heels: but alternative there
was none. An immediate return to England
was the only meafure to be addpted ; and this
the opponents of the Duchefs had endeavoured
to prevent, by a {pecies of artful policy, ex-
atly {uited to the Lady with whom they had to
deal. MR. JENKINS was then a banker.
The Duchefs had placed [ecurities in his hands,
anfwerable for the fums fhe might occafionally
require. He was perfeétly fecure in any ad-
vance he might make; yet, apprized that the
Duchefs would call on him for money to de-
fray the expence of her journey to England,
he avoided feeing her. On the firft announce-.
ment of his not being at home, it was paffed
over as a mere unfortunate incident; but omn

the
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the vifits being repeated, and the denials being
as frequent, the conduct was juftly imputed to
defign. The fcheme was to delay the return of
the Duchefs, fo as that an outlawry might be
obtained, which, in the eye of imagination,
appeared the probable method of acquiring the
eftates of the late Duke. This was folly, be-
caufe the will of his Grace, in his own hand
writing, was fo guarded as not to be attacked
with the remoteft poffibility of fuccefs. Such,
however, was the idea; and from whatever
prefumeable motive it originated, MR. JEN-
KINS affuredly coincided with the plan.
Aware of this, the Duchefs was inceflant in her
applications; and finding all her efforts to fee
MR. JENKINS fail, the pocketed a brace of
piftols, returned to his houfe, and receiving
the ufual anfwer that he was not at home, the
faton the fteps of his door, and declared her
determined refolution there to remain until he
returned, were it for a week, month, or year.
She knew that bufinefs would compel his re-
turn; and, finding it impraéticable any longer
to elude an interview, MR. JENKINS ap-
peared. As the Duchefs poflefled that blefled
gift of utterancz, for which ladies of fpirit are
fometimes fo eminently famous, it may be
fuppofed, that the converfation with the banker

' F was
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‘was not of the mildeft kind. Money was de-
manded, not afked. A little prevarication en-
fued; but the production of a piftol ferved as
the moft powerful mode of reafoning : the ne-
ceflary was obtained, and the Duchefs inftantly
quitted Rome.

We are now to behold the object of our fuc
cinét detail, in a light pitiable in the extreme.
About to combat a profecution, the event of
which, the moniror within muft inform the
culprit, would be fatal ; a feries of refletions,
and each accompanied by a cenfure, crouding
on the mind, and putting the perturbed fpirits
on the rack of painful fenfation ; attended only
by domeftics, and wanting the confolation of a.
friend, each pace was a nearer approach ta
mifery, and every hour only the anticipation of
future woe. This was enough to overpower
nature ; nor will it be deemed furprifing, that,
under fuch oppreffive circumftances, the health
of the Duchefs fhould be violently attacked.
Her journey was retarded befare the reached
the Alps. A fever feemed to feize on
her vitals, From that fhe recovered, to the
aftonifhment of her attendants. An abfcefs
then formed in her fide, which rendering it im-
poflible for her to endure the motion of a car-

riage,
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riage, a kind of littet was provided, in which
fhe gently travelled. In this fituation, nature
wis relieved by the breaking of the abfcefs ;
and, -after a tedioufly painful journey, the
Duchefs reached Calais. At that place fhe
made a paufe, and there it was that her appre-
henfion got the better of her reafon. In idea
the was fettered, and incarcerated in the worft
cell of the worft prifon in London. She was
fotally ignorant of the bailable nature of her
offence, and by confequence expeted the ut-
moft to be imagined. COLONEL WEST, a
brother of the late Lord Delawar, whom the
Duchefs had known in England, became her
principal affociate ; but he was not lawyer fuffi-
cient to fatisfy her doubts.

By the means of former connefions, and
through a benevolence in his own nature, the
EARL of MANSFIELD had a private inter-
courfe with the Duchefs. Without mention=
ing the place of meeting, fuffice it to obferve,
that this venerable Peer, who, having nearly
finithed his courfe, is now fubliming in fpirit
preparatory to the fruition of cceleftial happi-
nefs, conducted himfelf in” a manner, which
did honour to his heart and charatter. Her
fpirits foothed, and her futile apprehenfions re-

F 2 “moved
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moved by the interview, the Duchefs embarked
for Dover, landed, drove poft to Kingfton
Houfe, and found friends difplaying both zeal
and alacrity in her caufe.

The prefent DUKE of NEWCASTLE was
fteadily devoted to her welfare. The DUKES
of ANCASTER and PORTLAND rteftified
their fincere good withes # ; LORD MOUNT-
STUART thewed, in numerous inftances, his
kindnefs ; and there were not wanting a circle
of other diftinguithed perfonages, who, repro-
bating the profecution as originating in merce-
nary and vindi¢tive motives, conceived them-
felves to be juftified in protefting, as far ‘as in
theit power lay, the object perfecuted, The

* Lord BARRINGTON alfo preferved, to the laft hour
of her life, a truly fincere attachment for the Duchefs. On
‘her trial, he was called as an evidence, and the queftions
put to him, being intended to extort what had paffed in pri-
vate converfation, his Lordfhip, with a great degree of
firmnefs, declined giving any anfiver. The Peers withdrew,
and on returning, delivered it as their opinion, that the
Noble Lord was bounden to anfwer ‘the queftions. He
fi}}, however, refufed; and, to get rid of the bufinefs, the

«eflions which had been propofed, were foftened, and his
further teflimony was difpenfed with. The Dwehe/s and
J.o1d Barrvington conftantly correfponded,

frg
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firft meafure taken was to have the Duchefs
bailed. This was done before Lord Mansfield,
his Grace of Newcaftle, Lord Mountftuart,
Mr. GLOVER#, and other charaters of rank
attending. ‘This difagreeable matter adjufted,
the manner of adjufting it was fuch as to fo-
lace the mind, and prepared it for a greater
encounter. It is in the conftitution of fublu-
nary things, that the endurance of evils is the

* Pbhilips Glover, Efg. a Lincolnfhire gentleman, inde-
pendent in fortune, and in foul. His word, given even om
occafions the moft trivial, is veracity itfelf. Profeflions he
makes not ; unlefs they are fuggefted by the feelings of his
heart. ‘To duplicity his nature is fo infinitely averfe, that
on the flighteft appearance of it, hisindignation is aroufed ;
not meaning to trifle with others, he willnot fuffer the moft
exalted charaters to trifle with him.  Of this he gave a fig-
pal inftance, when the late Marguis of Rockingham, being
the Minifter, betrayed an inclination to difpenfe with a pro-
mife he had given Mr, Glover, to placea lad in'the Charter
Houfe. The Marguis played the Courtier, forgetting the
nature of the man with whom he had to deal. After feve-
ral attempts to evade, Mr. Glover brought the matter to
iflue, by requefting a Peer to tell the Marguis, who was
his friend, ¢ That if he did not immediately perform his
¢ Promife, he would pull his fhin over bis ears, and that at a
£ public meeting in his own county.” 'This language foon
fettled the matter ; and the lad whom My, Glower had: pa-
tronized, filled the vacancy at the Charter Houfe. ,Mr.
Glover was an intimate friend of the Duke of K‘iugﬂop.

lot
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lot of mortality ; and it is in the benignant ofa
der of Heaven, that the worft evils fhould be
endurable, by happening fo progreffively, as
that our natures are tempered, by gradation, te
the infecility of their condition.

The profecution, and confequent trial of the
Duchefs, becoming objects of magnitude, the
public curiofity and expeltation were pro-
portionably excited. The Duchefs had, through
life, diftinguithed herfelf as a moft eccentrie
shara®er. Her turn of mind was original, and
many of her actions were without a parallel
Even when the moved in the fphere of amufe.
nent, it wasin a fiyle peculiariy her own. If
others invited admiration by a partial difplay
of their charms, at a mafquerade, ihe at once
threw off’ the veil, and fet cenfure at dcfiance.
Thus 4t a midnight aflembly, where Bacchus
revelled, and the altars of Venus were encireled
by the votaries of Love, the Duchefs, then de-
nominated Mifs Chudleigh, appeared almoft in
the unadorned fimplicity of primitive nature,
Whether to demonftrate how nearly fhe was
allied to her ancefirefs, Eve, before the fall;
or, whether from a religious veneration of the
cuftoms which prevailed in Eden; whatever
was her motive, certain it is, that the was every
thing
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thin z but iaked *; and yet, like our firft parents,
the was not afbamed. Thus erratic in her na.
ture, the dilemma into which fhe weas thrcw a
by the pending profccution, was {carcely more
than might be expe&ed to happen to fuch a
chara&er. She had, in a manner, invited the
difgrace, by ncglecting the means of prevent-
ing it. Mors. Crapock, the only exifting evi-
dence againft her, bad perfonally folicited a
maintenance for the remaining years of her
life.  On a certain annual flipend being fettled
on her, the had voluntarily offered to retire to
her native village, and never more intrude.—
This offer was reje¢ted by the Duchefs, who
would only confent to allow her twenty pounds
a year, on condition of her fequeftering herfelf
in fome place near the Peake of Derbyfhire,
This the Duchefs confidered as a moft liberal
offer ; and, fhe exprefled her aftonithment that
the ¢ Old devil,” as fhe ufed to call her, fhould
have had the affurance to rejectit.  To her coft
in purfe, and to her agony in mind, it was re-
Jected with the utmoft fcorn, and fhe wha was

#* This alludes to her appearance in the character of
IPHIGENIA, at a Jubillee Ball, in the year 1744« An
exa delineation of her drefs, is given in the Frontifpiece
of this Dctail,

refufed
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refufed a paltry pittance, except on condition
of banifhment for life, might afterwards have
rcosived thoufands to abfcond.  The impulfe of
fear would produce what the feelings of hurha-
nity never could call forth,

From the moment in which the recognizances
for the appearance of the Duchefs were entered
into, a fcene of law difclofed itfelf. Books of
cafles were purchafed ip abundance, precedents
were blotted with ink, the pages doubled down,
and pins ftuck in the feveral notes of reference.
Inftead of travelling like a Jew pedlar, with a
diamond box at her back, TayLor’s Ele-
ments of Civil Law, CokEr’s Inftitutes, {fome hif-
tory of the Privileges of Peers to be doubly
married, or a volume of the State Trials, gar-
nithed the coach in which the Duchefs drove
from his Grace of Newcaftle to Mr. Arm-
STRONG, the Sheriff’s officer. By the gentle-
men of the robe, as it may be naturally fuppof-
ed, the Duchefs was furrounded, and fo cha-
ritably were they difpofed, that they gave her
every confolatior the could with. The civili-
ans were armed at all points to prove, that a
fentence of their courts was an effeual bar to
the admiffion of evidence. Like Fate, an ec-
clefiaftical decree was irrevocable, The com-

man
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mon lawyers, on the other hand, fmiled, or
affeCted to fmile, at the idea of a convition.
It was a mere phantom conjured up in the hour
of difmay for the purpofe of affrighting. Under
thefe affurances, the Duchefs was as quiet as
the troublefome monitor in her bofom would
give permiffion. When a gentle hint of pof-
fible danger was fuggefted by any of the difin-
terefted few, the mercenary many inftantly
foothed all into peace. Reconciled, therefore,
in fome meafure, to the encounter, the repofe
of the Duchefs was, on a fudden, interrupted
by an adverfary from a different quarter. This
was no lefs celebrated a perfonage than the
late SamueL Foore. The circumftance was as
follows :

Mr. FooTk, as a cotemporary, and mixing,
as he did, in the firft circles of fathion, was
perfeétly acquainted with the leading tranfac~
tions of the Duchefs’s life. Befide this, he had
received much private information from fome
perfon who had lived in the houfe with her.
The fufpicion, at the time, fell on a Mifs
PENRroSE, a young lady who had experienced
fo many gracious promifes from the Duchefs,
that the only found it neceflary to provide for
herfelf until they were accomplithed: Who-

G ever
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ever furnifhed the intelligence, it certainly
was of ;hgf moft private kind, and, pofleffing:
it, Foore refolved to make fomething of what
he thus kiew. As, in the opiflion of Man-
DEVILLE, private vices are public benefits, {o
Foore deenied the crimies and follies of indi-
viduals convertible into advantage by the amal-
gamy of wit.  On this principle, he proceed-
ed with the Duchefs of Kingfton. He had
written a piece, entitled; ¢ 4 Trip to Calais.”
The f{cenes were humorous, the charater of
the Duchef$ was moft admirably drawn, and
the effcét was accomplifhed ; which was, that
the thould fee, and be athamed of, herfelf. The
real defign of Foote was, to obtain a‘conﬁgerablé
fum of money from the Duchefs, for fupprefs-
ing the piece. 'With this view he contrived to
have it communicated to her Grace, by an in-
different perfon, that the Haymarket theatre
would open with the entertainment in which
the was, as the phrafe is, taken off to the life.
This was intended to alarm, and it did effeftu-
ally alarm her. She fent for Mr. Foote. He
attended, with the piece in his pocket. She
defired him to read a part of it. He obeyed ;
and proceeding in the character of Lapy K1Y
CrocobiLk, his auditorefs could no longer for-
bear, She arofe, in a violent paffion, and ex-

claimed,
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clajmed, ¢ This is fcandalous, ,Mr. Foote !
* Why, what a wretch you have made me!”
¢ You! (replied the humourlﬁ) c ‘this i not
¢ defigned for,  your Grace ; 1t 1s‘not you, 17
After a few turns about the room, the Duchels
calmed her turbulence, and affummg a- {mile,
entreated itas a favour that Mr. Foote would
leave the piece for her perufal, engagmg a; the
fame time to return it on the enfuing momvng
He readily complied. The carriage was or-
dered, and he took his leave. : Left'thus to
confider her own picture, g magch did her Grace
diflike it, that fhe determined, if poﬁible, to

revent the expofure of it to publicwiew.. As
the artift had no objettion to felling; it, fhe in-
clined to be the purchafer. -Th,is.{w_as\;'hp; next
mo‘rﬁing made known to ;Foote, ;, who-was
queftioned as to the fum which would fatisfy
him for fupprefling the piecea Proportioring
his expectations to her power .of . gratifying
them, he demanded Two Trpusanp Pounps,
and to be paid a certain fum, i compenfation
-for a’lofs’ which, he. pretended, would-be tuf-
tained by the fcenes defigned for ‘the ¢ Truip
-20 CaLA1s,” being appropiiated o other uies.
. The enormity of this- demand flaggéred the
Duchefs. - By meflages fhe intimated her ex-
- treme furprize, and a» with thatithe requeft
G2 were
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were moderated within the boundary of reafon.
Imagining that fhe muft at laft comply, Foote
would not abate one guinea. She offered him
fourteen, then fixteen bundred pounds, and had
aCually a draft on Meflrs. DRuMMoND, for that
fum, for his acceptance. This yielding, anly
induced Foote to think he thould finally fucs
ceed, until by grafping at too much, he avers
ftood his market, and loft every thing,

The demand made by FooTE onthe DucrEss,
might,at any time exce 't the particular junture
in which it was urged, have paffed among the
other indifferent events of the hour, as wholly un-
meriting the public natice. ‘There are innumer-
able incidents which ftart up, like bubbles on the
water, and are daily carried down the fiream of
time, without even exeiting obfervation, much
lefs interefting our attention. Self, or whata
man of worth confidereth as his other felf, a2
friend, muft be engaged, before we are ftimu-
lated to take an altive part in any pending bu-
finefs of whatever nature. It wag thus in the
cafe now relating. Thafe, long connected with
the Duchefs, and in eftablifhed habits of inti-
macy, felt the artack made on her, as directed
by a ruffian hand, at a moment when the was,
ef all moments of her life, the leaft able to

make
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aake any refiftance. A bill of indi¢tment had
been found. At the hazard of her life had the
journeyed, from Rome to Lendon, to abide
the confequences of a moft ferious profecution.
During her abfence, every method had been
adopted by her_opponents, to degrade her in
the public opinion; and, now, that fhe had
come fairly forward to meet her fate, it was
ng more than a common principle of equity
that, pending the fuit againft her, all fhould be
quiefcent. Every alien attack was criminal
_Barbari\ty, To prejudice was to bias ; and, the
confequence of the Public, and of Judges as
‘component parts of that public, being biafled
againft a culprit, had been fatally experienced
in a variety of inftances.—There was another
unan{werable plea in bar to any wanton or m3~
licious attack, This was the Sex of the party
profecuted. For women, men fhould ever feel,
and feeling, fhould ever be their advocates.
With all their faults they- are the folacers of
life; and, when virtue is blended with their
charms, they become irrefiftible. It was vain,
however, altogether vain, to fuppofe that Foorr
cauld be foftened, by what would melt down,
as it were, the feelings of others, in the mould
of compaffion. Mr. FooTe abounded in wit
and mimicry, and, both united, fpared nei-

ther
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ther age, fex, nor condition. Inftead of a pif-
tol, he had a libel in his hand; this he prefented
io the bofom of a female, and threatened to di-
re& the contents to her heart, unlefs fhe deli-
vered to him Two Trovsaxp Pouxnns. The:
(critical period in which this attempt was made,
as before, intimated, was fuch as to intereft every
friend of the Duchefs, in her behalf. His
Grace the Duke of Newcas1LE was confulted.
The Chamberlain of the Houfhold was apprized
of ‘the circumftance ; and, his prohibifory in-
terference was earneftly folicited. He fent for
the manufcript copy of ine ¢ Trip to Calais,”
perufed and cenfured it. This occafioned a
temonftrating letter * from FoorE, to the EarcL

of

# LeTTER from Mz. FoorE to the EArL of HErTFORD,
¢« My Lorbp,

¢ T did intend t'roubling your. Lordfhip with an earlier
<

-~

addrefs, but the day after I received your prohibitory man-
dste, Ihad the honour of a vifit from Lord Mountftuarts
to whofe interpofition I find I am indebted for your firft
commands, relative to the Trip to Calais, by Mr, Chet-

(4
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~
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4

-

<

~

wynd, and your final rejetion of it by Colonel Keen.

¢¢ Lord Mountfluart has, I prefume, told your Lordfhip,
that he read with me thofe fcenes to which your Lord-
fhip objected, that he found them collefted from general
nature, and applicable to none but thofe who, through
confcioufnefs, were compelled to a felf-application. To
fuch minds, my Lord, the Whole Duty of Man, nest to

¢ the

-

~
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of HerTFoRp, at that timie in office. Befide
thefe, and other powerful aids, the Duchefs
called

~

‘the Sacred Writings, is the fevéréft fatire that ever was
“ wrote; and to the fame mark, if Comedy dire@s not her
¥ aim, her arrows are fhot in theair; for by what touches
% no man, no man will be mended. Lold Mount&uarc
¢ defired that I would fuffer him to take the play with him,
“and let him leave it with the Duchefs of Kingffdn: he
had my confent, my Lord, and at the fame time an af-
furance, that I was willing to make any alteration that
her Grace would fuggeft. Her Grace faw the play, and,
€ in confequence, I faw her Grace ; w1th the refult of thae
¢ interview, Ifhall not, at this time, trouble your Lord-
fhip. It may, perhaps, be neccﬂ'aly to obferve, that her
‘Grace could not difcern, which your Lordthip, I ddre
€ fay, will readily believe, a fingle trait in the charaéter of
< Lady Kitty Cracodile, that refembled herfelf.
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< After this reprefentation, your Lordfhip, will, ¥ doubt
¢ not, permit me to enjoy the fruits of my labour; nor
¢ ”willl} ou think it reafonable, becaufe a capricious indivi-
dual has taken it into her head, that I'have pinned her
¢ ruffles away, that I fhould be pumfhed by a poniard
¢ fluck deep in my heart: your Lordfhip has too much
candour and juftice o be the inftrument of fo violent and
ill-dire€ted a blow.

-~
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¢ Your Lotdfhip’s determination is not only of the
greateft importance to me now, but muft inevitably de-
¢ cide my fate for the future, as, after this defeat, it will
¢ be impoflible_ for me to mufter up courage enough to
¢ face Folly again; between the mufe and the magiftrate

* there
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called in jurifprudential-advice. The Sages of
the Robe were confulted, and their opinions
were, ¢ That the Piece was a malicious libel,
« and that thould itbe réprefented, a thort-hand
s writer ought to employed by the Duchefs to
¢ attendonthe night of reprefentation, to minute
<t each offenfive paflage, as the ground-work
“¢ of a profecution.” This advice was followed,
becaufe confonant with the ideas of the Duchefs,

¢t there is a natural confederacy; what the taft cannot
¢¢ punifh the firft often correéts ; but when fhe finds her-
¢ felf not only deferted by her ancient ally, but fees him
¢« armed in the defence of her foe, fhe has nothing left but
¢ 2 fpeedy retreat: Adieu then, my Lord, to the {lage,
¢ Valeat res ludicra, to which, I hope, Imay with juftice
¢¢ add, plaudite, as, during my continuance in the fervice
& of the Public, I never profited by flattering their paffions,
¢ or falling in with their humours, as upen all occafions,
¢ I have exerted my litde powers (as indeed I thought it
« my duty) in expofing follies, how much foever the fa-
¢ vourites of the day ; and pernicious prejudices, however
¢ protected and popular, This, my Lord, has been dong,
< if thofe may be believed who have the befl right to know,
¢ fometimes with fuccefs ; let me add too, that in doing
¢t this I never loft my credit with the Public, becaufe they
knew that I proceeded upon principle; that I difdained
being either the echo or the inftrument of any man; how-
everexalted his ftation, and that I never received reward
ot proteftion from any other hands than their own,

-
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¢« T have the honoux to be, &ec.
“ SAMUEL FO OTE.’f
Who’
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who, by this time,had bececme a very great Law-
yerefs. BraxcuarD was the perfon felected in
preference to Gurmey, and his admiffion fee to
one of the fide boxes, being properly guaranteed,
2 compleat entrapment was fuppofed to be laid
for Foore. Whether he received privare inti-
mation of the fcheme, or whether he found his
attempt on the ‘purfe of the Duchefs, excite the
difpleafure of thofe whofe favours were of confe-
quence. to him; whatever caufed the intimida-
tion, intimidated he began to be. The proof
which he gave of it was, a denial that he ever
had made fo exorbitant a demand as Twe
TrHousaxp Pouxps for the fuppreffion of the
piece.  This denial much coatributed to hisin-
jury, becaufe the Rew. Mz, Foster, * a clergy-

man

% Mz, Foster had, in the early part of life, been fe-
lefted by old Edward Worticy Moutagre, the hufband of the
late celebrated Lady Mary, and the father of the prefent
Lady Bute, to fuperintend the educatiom of that very eccen-
tric charafter, the late Edward 1l ortley Moutague, FosTeR
was perfcé‘tly qualified for the ftation of a ptivnte tutor, bur
his pupil was fo exceedingly difpofed-to fly off, as it werc,
inatangent, as to render it utterly impoffible to fix hisatten~
gion toany thing worthy purluit, After thrice runningaway,
and being difcovered by his father’s walket, crying founders
about the fireets of Deptford, kic was fent to the Weft-Indies,
whither Fofter accompanied him. On their return to Eng-
land, a good-natured firatagem wus practifed to obtain a
temporary fupply of money from old Montague, and at the

H fme
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man of refpectability, confiderably advanced
in years, and who had through life mingled
with the great world, came voluntarily-forward,
and made an affidavit of the following faéts :
¢ That in confequence of the threat to perform
*¢ the T7ip to Calais, he waited on Mr. Foote,
¢ and remonftrated with bim on the extreme
¢ barbarity of fuch an attack, at fuch a par-
¢ ticular jun&ure. That Mr. Foote had only
¢¢ agreed to fupprels the piece, on his receiv-

fame time to give him a favourabie¢ opipion of his fon’s ate
tenticn to a particular {pecies of erudition. The {tratagem
was this: ¢ Foster writ a book which he emitled, ¢ The
“ Rife and Fall of the Roman Republcs.,” 'To this he fub-
joined the name of Edward Hortley Montague, jun. Ef,
Old Wortley, feeing the book advertifed, fent for his fon,
and gave him a Bank Note of o ¢ hundred pounds, promifing’
him a fimilar prefent for every new edition which the baok
fhould pafs through., Tt was well received by the Public,
and, therefore a fecond edition occafioned a fecond fupply.,
Itis now in libraries with the name of Wortley Montague, pre-
fixed as the author, although he did nct write aline of it.
Mpr. Foster was afterwards Chaplain to the celebrated Sir
William Wyndham : he then went to Pererftuvgh, in'the fuite
of the Engiiﬂl Ambaflador. Many years afterwards, he be-
came acquainted with the Duke of Kingfton, and, on-the
demife of his Grace, the Duchefs appointed him her do-
meftic Chaplain. He accompanied her on her firft vifit to
Peterfburgh, and the Emprefs, whohadknown him before,
gave him an appointment in the academy, \amllexing a ftipend
out of her privy purfe. This appointment he held a fhort
time, and died in the ¢ighry-fixth year of his age.

€ ing
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“ ing from the Duchefs the fum of Two Thou-
¢ Jand Pounds.” This affidavit was fo complete
a refutation of the denial, as not to leave it in
the power of ingenuity to retort, and with the
Public, the teftimony of Mr. Fofter had every
defired effedt.

Thus defeated in point of fac, Foore found
himfelf baffled alfo in point of defign. The
Chamberlain would not permit the piece to be
reprefented. Foote tried the force of his con-
neCtions; but it was the effort of weaknefs
againft inflexibility. Here the utmoft which
his humour could do, was to fupport a laugh
at the expence of his purfe. He was to be
merry in fadnefs—for fadnefs the lofs of fixzeen
kundred pounds mutt privately have occafioned.
So little did Foot® relith the deprivation of
this fum, that he opened a new necociation with
the Duchefs, caufing it to be intimated to her,
¢ That it was in his power to pablifh, if not to
« perform; but that were his expences reim-
¢ burfed, (and the fum which her Grace had
¢« formerly offered him, would do the bufinefs)
¢ he would defift.” ‘This intimation being
communicated to the Duchefs, the did in this,
asin too many cafes, atk the opinion of her
friends, with a fecret detérmination to follow
her own. Foore finding that fhe began to

H2 yield,
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yield, prefled his defire inceflantly; and fhe
had actually provided biils to the amount of
fixteen hundred pounds, which fhe would have
given Foote, but for the following circumftance::
The Earr of PeTerBOROUGH, Doftor Isaac
ScHomBERG, the Rev. Mr. Foster, and Mr.
Fierp tixe Solicitor, were alternately confulted,
and they feverally rcprobated the demand as a
{candalous impofition, with which it would be
weaknels to comply. Docror ScHomsere,
in particular, declared, ¢ That although he
¢ had been for many ycars intimate with Foote,
¢ and had fpent fome of the pleafanteft hours
# of his life in his company, yet he would telt
¢ him to his face, as a man, that he deferved
* to be run through the bodv for fuch an at-
“ tempt. It was more ignoble than the con-
4 Ju& of an highwayman.” This pointed
language, diftated, as cvery utterance from
the lips of Isaac ScuonEeERG was, by the feel-
ings of an honourable heart, had confiderable
effect ; but ttill the Duchefs dreaded the pen,
glmoft as much as the perfonified humour of
Foote; and of the powers of literary defence
fhe was herfelf entircly deititute, In thisjunc-
ture of alarm, the Reverend Mr. Jackson, whe
was at that time Editor of a political paper in
fome eftimation with the oppofitionifis to the
tuinous meafures of Lord Nertb, being alked

his
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his opinion of the demand made by Foote, res
turned this anfwer: ¢ Inftead of complying
¢ with it, ycur Grace fhould obtain complete
“ evidence of the menace and demand, and
¢ then confult your Coupfel whether a profe-
¢ cution will not lie for endeavouring to extort
¢ money by threats. Your Grace muft re-
“ member the attack on the firft Duke of Mar!-
‘¢ borough, who was endeavoured to be menaced
¢¢ into compliance by a ftranger, who had form-
“ ed a defign either on his purfe or his inte-
¢« reft.” This anfwer ftruck the EarL of PE&-
TERBOROUGH, and Mr. FosTER, very forcibly,
as in perfect coincidence with their own opi-
nions. His Grace the Duke of ANcasTER alfo
accorded in idea. Mr. Jackson was then fo-
licited to wait on Mr. Foote; Mr. Fofter, the
proper Chaplain of the Duchefs, profeffing him-
felf to be too far advanced in years to enter the
field of literary combat. Mr. Jackson con-
fented to be the champicn, on the fubfequent
condition, ¢ That the Duchefs would give her
“¢ honour never to retratt her determination not
¢ to let Foote extort from her a fingle guinea.”
Subfcribing to this condition, Mr. Jackson
waited on Mr. Foote, at his houfe in Suffolk~
ftreet, adjoining the Haymarket Theatre. Af-
ter the ufual ceremonies, Mr. Jackfon told him,
¢ That he came as a friend of the Duchefs of

« Kingflon,
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¢« Kingfton, and withed to be favoured with a
categorical an{wer to this queftion, whether
¢ Mr. Foote meant to publith the piece which
¢¢ the Chamberlain had refufed to licenfe, called
““ ATrip to Calais?” Mr. Foote was about to
enter into a long detail refpecting the vaft ex-
pence which had been incurred, when Mr.
Jacklon interrupted him thus : ¢ If, Sir, you
““ mean, by informing me of the expence, to
intimate zn expectation that the whole, or
“ any part of it, fhould bz defrayed by the
¢ Duchefs, 1 fairly tell you that you will find
« yourfelf miftaken; fhe will not give you
¢ oneguinea.” Foote endeavoured to turn this
off by a laugh, and infirad of replying to the
point, he begged Mr. Jackfon would hear him
read the letter which he bad written to the Earl
of Hertford, Complalmncr of the hardthip of
prohibiting the reprefentation of a piece, merely
becaule fome lady of quality might fuppofe her-
felf ridiculed for pinning ber ruffles awry ; and
although there was point, wit, and brilliancy
n it, yet it was not an anfwer to the queftion,
Mr. Jackfon, therefore, finally repeated it,
when Mr. Foote faid, ¢ O, I fhall certainly
¢ publifh the picce, unlefs the Duachefs will
‘ confider the heavy lofs which I fhall fuftain.
¢ But why the devil does Ifzac Schomberg inter-
“ fae? We fhould hunt down thefe reps of

“ quality
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* quality in couples. B:fides, Lapy Kirry
Crocopire will fuit nine, out of ten, widows
of fathion in the kingdom. Their danined
tears are like a fhower in funfbine, refrefhing
their weeds, and making their faces look the
€ brighter.” Mr. Jackfon, on this, withed
M:r. Foote a good morning, and was about to
retire, when Foote put his hand on his thoul-
der, and faid, ¢ What! and {foI am to be at-
¢ tacked if I pué)liﬂi The Trip to Calais.” Mr.
Jackfon replied, ¢ The publication will be an
¢ at-ack from you, Mr. Foote, tihe effeft of
¢ which, I, asthe friend of the Duchefs, will
“ do my urmoft to prevent.” Here the inter-
view ended.

Foote, however, flill withed to have'matters
compromifed, and a meeting’to take place. To
accomplifh this, he addrefled a letter to the
Duchefs, which began by flating, ¢ Thata
¢ Member of the Privy Council, and a friend
¢¢ of her Grace, (by whom be meant the Duke
¢ of Newcafile) had converfed with him on the
¢¢ fubject of the difpute between them; and
¢¢ that for himfelf he was ready ro have every
¢ thing adjufted.” This letter gave the Du.
chefsatriumph. There was conceflion in every
line. She fent for Mr. Jackfon. Thanked him
ten thoufand times for his interfereice. Dew

clared
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clared that he had faved her fixteen hundred
pounds. She thewed him the letter which fhe
had received from Foote, and defired him, in
her name, toanfwer it, and publith both. This
he declined, alledging, that a newfpaper con«
troverly would degrade her.  She, however,
thought otherwife ; and the town was amufed
by the following correfpondence pafling between
the Duchefs, and her mimic antagonift :

“ To ber Grace the Duchefs of Kingfton.

¢ Mapax,

¢ A Member of the Privy Council, and &
¢ friend of your Grace’s, he has begged me
 pot to mention hjs name, but I fuppofe your
© Grace will cafily guefs him, has juti left me ;
< he has explained to me, what Idid not con-
¢ ceive, that the publication of the fcenes in
‘¢ the Trip 10 Calais, at this junéture, with the
¢ dedication and preface, might he of infinite
¢ ill confequence to your affairs.

“ T really, Madam, wifth you no ill, and
¢ fhould be forry to do you an injury.

¢ I therefore give up to that confideration,
what ncither your Grace’s offers, nor the
threats of your agents could obtain; the
*¢ {cenes thall not be publifhed, nor fhall any

shing

-«

€

~



L 57 3

thing appear at my theatre, or from me,
¢¢ that can hurt you;

£5-

¢ Provided the attacks made on me in the

newf{papers, does not make it neceflary for
$¢ me toact in defence of myfelf,

€<

“ Your Grace will therefore fee the neceflity
£¢ of giving proper directions.
¢ I have the honour to be,
¢ Your Grace’s

¢ Moft devoted fervant,

. ¢ SAM. FOOTE.”
Norih End,

Sunday, Aug. 13th, 1775,

( COPYx¥)

# 'This letter is printed exaétly from the manuleript.

To Mr. FOOT E.

€ Si1Rr,

¢ 1 was at dinner when I received your ill-
¢ judged letter, Asthere is little confideration
« required, I fhall facrifice a moment to an-

¢ {wer it.
i « A Mem-

1
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¢« A Member of your Privy Couneil can ne.
ver hope to be of a lady’s cabinet,

“ I know too well what is dueto my own
dignity, to enter into a compromife with
an extortionable affaffin of private reputation.
If I before abhorred you for your flander,
I now defpife you for your conceflions ; it is
a proof of the illiberality cf your fatire, when
you can publifh or fupprefs it as beft fuits the
needy convenience of your purfe. You firf}
had the cowardly bafenefs to draw the {word,
and, if I fheath it, until I make you crouch
like the fubfervient vaflal as you are, then is
there not fpirit in an injured woman, nor
meannefs in a flanderpus buffoon.

¢ To a man my fex alone would have fcreen-
ed me from attack—but I am writing to the
defcendant of a Merry Andrew, and profti-
tute the term of manhood, by applying it tq
Mr. Foote. 4 o

¢ Cloathed in my innocence as in a coat of
mail, Iam proof againft an hoft of foes; and
confcious of never having intentionally of-
fended a fingle individual, I doubt not but a
brave and generous people will prote&t me
from the malevolence of a theatrical affaffin,

“ Yoy
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You fhall have caufe to remember, that
though I would have given liberally for the

relief of your neceffities, I fcorn to be bullied
into a purchafe of your filence.

“ There is fomething, however, in your pity
at which my nature revolts. To make me
an offer of pity, at once betrays your info-
lence and your vanity. I will keep the pity
you fend until the morning before you are
turned off, when I will returnit by a Cupid,
with a box of lip falve, and a choir of cho-

rifters thall chaunt a ftave to your requiem.

. ¢ E, KINGSTON.
¢ King fton-Houfe,
Sunday, 13th dugufi.

« P. S. You would have received this fooner,
but the fervant has been a long time writing

it.”
(COPY.)

———————

To the DUCHESS of KINGSTON.

¢ Mapam,

¢« Though I have neither time nor inclination
to anfwer the illiberal attacks of your agents,
yet a public correfpondence with your Grace
is too great an honour for me to decline. I
can’t help thinking but it would have been

I2 ¢ prudent
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prudent in your Grace to have anfwered my
letter before dinner, or at leaft poftponed it
to the cool hour of the morning ; you would
then have found that I had voluntarily grant-
ed that requeft which you had endeaveured,
by fo many different ways, to obtain.

¢« Lord Mountftuart, for whofe amiable qua-

lities I have the higheft refpe, and whofe

name your agents firft unneceflarily produced
to the public, muft recollett, when I had
the honour to meet him at Kingfton Houfe,
by your Grace’s appointment, that inftead of
begging relief from your charity, I rejeéted
your fplendid offers to fupprefs the Trip to
Calais, with the contempt they deferved. In-
deed, Madam, the humanity of my royal
and benevolent Mafter, and the public pre-
teftion, have placed me much above the
reach of your bounty.

¢ But why, Madam, "put en your ceat of
mail againft me ? Ihave no hoftile intentions.
Folly, not vice, is the game I purfue. In
thofe {cenes which you {fo wunaccountably
apply to yourfelf, you muft obferve, that
there is not the flighteft hint at the little in-
cidents of your life, which have excited the
curiofity of the Grand Inqueft for the county

© of
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of Middlefex. I am happy, Madam, ‘how-
ever, to hear, that your robe of innocence
is In fuch perfect repair ; I was afraid it might
have been a little the worfe for the wearing ;

may it hold out to keep you warm the next
winter.

¢ The progenitors your Grace has done me
the honour to give me, are, I prefume, mere-
ly metaphorical perfons, and to be confidered
as the authors of my mufe, and not of my
manhood : a Merry Andrew and a Proftitute
are no bad poetical parents, efpecially for a
writer of plays; the firft to give the humour
and mirth, the laft to furnith the graces and
powers of attraction. Proftitutes and players
too muft live by pleafing the public; not
but your Grace may have heard of ladies,
who, by private practice, have accumulated
amazing great fortunes. If you mean that
I really owe my birth to that pleafant connec-
tion, your Grace is grofsly deceived. My
father was, in truth, a very ufeful Magiftrate
and refpe€table country gentleman, - as the
whole county of Cornwall will tell you. My
mother, the daughter of Sir Edward Goodere,,
Bart. who reprefented the. county of Here-
ford ; her fortune was large, and her morals
irreproachable, till your Grace condefcended

(1% to
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¢ to ftain them ; fhe was upwards of fourfeore
¢« years old when fhe died #, and, what will fur.
¢ prize your Grace, was never married but once
¢ in her life, 1 am obliged to your Grace for
‘¢ your intended prefent on the day, as you po-
“¢ litely exprefs it, when I am to be turned off.
¢ But where will your Grace get the Cupid to
¢ bring me the lip-falve? That family, I am
¢ afraid, has long quitted your fervice.

¢¢ Pray, Madam, is not Fackfon the name of
¢ your female confidential fecretary ? andis
‘ not the generally clothed in black petticoats
“ made out of your weeds ?

4 So mourned the dame of Ephefus her love.”

¢ I fancy your Grace took the hint when you
¢ laft refided at Rome; you heard there, I
« fuppofe, of a certain Joan, who was once
¢ elected a Pope, and, in humble imitation,

* This mother, whom Mr. Foote thus affefts to revere,
he fuffered to remain a prifoner for debt, within the rules of
the King’s Bench, anqiﬂ"that at 4 time when he was in the
zenith of his fame, lolled at;“his eafe in an equipage, and,
like the rich man defcribed in the Gofpel, ¢ fared fumptu-
¢« oufly every day.”” His liberal allowance for her fupport
in confinement, was, fiventy pounds a yeqr! ‘Thisis a falt:
lgt the public make the comment,

¢« have



[ 63 ]

#¢ have converted a pious Parfon into a cham.
¢¢ bermail, The fcheme is new in this coun-
¥ try, and has doubtlefs-its particular plea-
$¢ fures. ‘'That you may never want the benefit
¢ of the clergy in every emergence, is the
£¢ fincere with of

¢ Your Grace’s
¢ Moft devoted, and
« obliged humble fervant,

¢ SAMUEL FOOTE.”

This farce carrying on with Foote, ferved to
turn, for atime, the current of thought into.a
different channel; but, it becoming neceflary,
in the progrefs of events, toadopt fome ferious
meafures, either with a view to evade, or meet
the pending profecution, the Duchefs openly
affected a moft earneft defire to have the trial, if
poffible, accelerated.  Secretly, however, the
was employed in trying every ftratagem, in the
power of art to devife, to elude the meafures
taken againft her. A very favourable opportu-
nity offered, which, had fhe embraced it, her
purpafe would have been accomplithed. 'The
gritical moment thus prefented itfelf, It be-
came a matter of debate, in the Houfe of Peers,
whether the trial of her Grace thould, or fhould

not,
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not, be carried on in Weftminfter Hall. The
expence, to be incurred by the nation, was,
by feveral Peers, confidered as inducing a bur-
den wholly unneccil>ry, LorDp MaxsFIELD
*endeavoured to avail himie!f of this obje&tion,
in favour of the Duche’s, whom it was his
private wifh to have favcd from the expofure
of a trial, and the ignominv of what he well
knew muft follow, a convi¢tion. His Lord-
thip thus delivered his fentiments: ¢ Eut the
¢ arguments about the place of trial. foogeft
¢ to my mind a queftion as to the propriety of
 any trial at all. Cui bowo? What unility is
¢ to be obtained, fuppofe a conviction be the
¢¢ refult? Thelady makes your Lordthipsa cur-
¢ tefy, and vou return a fow.” Thislanguage,
although vehemently oppofed by the Chancel-
lor BATHURST, yet confiderably damped the
ardor of the profecutors. The tendency of the
obfervation was extremely perceptible; and,
aware of the private influence which Lord
Mansfield had at the time, it was apprehended
that he might fo exert it, as to defeat, by fome
means or other, the purpofe aimed at. Here,
then, was the critical inftant in which the Du-
chefs might have extricated herfelf. An hint
was privately conveyed to her, that the fum of
TEN THOUSAND PCUNDS would fatisfy every ex-
pectation, and put an end to the profecution.

This
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This hint was improved into an authoritative
propofal. 'The Duchefs was entreated by her
friends to embrace the meafure, but througha
fatal confidence, either in her legal advifers,
her own manceuvrings, or a commixture of
both, the rejected the propofal with an air of in-
fult. This was folly in the extreme; and yet
it was deferving pity, becaufe it was folly mif-
guided. From Dr. Corr1iEr, the Civilian, to
Mr. Warracs, the Counfel, the language uni-
formly held was, ¢ That the Duchefs had not
¢ any thing to fear.” The late SERJEaNT
Davy, who at firft faid, that ¢ the cgfe lay in
< a nutfbell, and that her Grace would inevi-
¢ tably be convifted,” on being introduced to
Kingfton Houfe, afforded the follawing very
remarkable inftance of tergiverfation. The
Serjeant dined with the Duchefs on a day when
the received a letter from her Counfel, Mr.
Wallace, then at Bath, The contents reviv-
ing her fpirits, the communicated them to the
company, with the following confolatory ob-
fervation; ¢ My heart is now at reft; Mr.
¢ Wallace withes for the trial, that he may
« give mejoy of atriumph.” Serjeant Davy,
on this, faid, ¢ If WaLrace knows your.Grace’s
¢¢ cafe as well as I do, he will, I am confident,
¢ agree with me in opinion. I will forfeic my
¢ right band as a man, and my reputation as a

K ¢ Lawyer



[ 66 ]

¢ Lawyer, if your Grace has not lgfs than no-
¢ thing to fear.” The Earl of PETERBOROUGH,
after dinner, took Mr. JacksoN, who happened
to be of the party, afide, and facetioufly atked
him, ¢ Whether he knew the caufe of the
¢ learned Serjeant’s fudden converfion ?” Mr,
Jacxksow pointed to an order for a fide of ve-
nifon, and fome excellent Madeira, which were
to be fent to the Serjeant’s villa; and he added,
<¢ That a twenty-pound note for every vifit, were
¢ arguments fufficient to profelyte an accom-
¢ modating mind.”

Under all thefe affurances of fafety, the
Duchefs afflumed an indifference about the bu-
finefs, which but ill accorded with her fituation,
She talked of the abfolute neceffity of fetting
out for Rome; affected to have fome material
bufinefs to tranfact with his Holinefs the Bope ;
and the took, in confequence, every meafure in
her power to accelerate the trial, as if the re-
gular pace of juftice were not {wift enough to
overtake her. She did not, however, ahandon
her manceuvring. On the contrary, at the mo-
ment in which the had claimed her privilege as
a Peerefs, and petitjoned for a fpeedy trial, the
was bufied in a {cheme to get hold of the f)rin-
cipal evidence, Mus. Crapock, and prevail on
her to quit the kingdom. A near relation of

’ : this
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this woman was a deliverer of penny-poft letters.
He was fpoken to, and he engaged to let the
Duchefs have an interview with Mrs. Cra-
Dock ; but her Grace was to be difguifed, and,
to reveal herfelf only after fome converfation.
The ftratagem was adopted. THe Ducnuess
changed her fex in appearance, and waited, at
the appointed hour and place, without feeing
either Mrs. Crapock, or the perfon who had
promifed to effe¢t the meeting. The fact is
that every minutia of this bufinefs had been
communicated to the profecutors, who inftruct-
ed the letter-carrier to pretend an acquiefcence
in the fcheme. Thus, baffled ina proje@ which
had a plaufible afpect of fuccefs, the only mea-
fure left was the beft poffible arrangement of
matters preparatory for the trial. On the fif-
teenth day of April, 1776, the bufinefs came on
in Weftminfter Hall. It was of five days * con-

* On the fourth of thefe days, the late Lady Harrington,
of amorous. memory, being among other Peerefles, in her
box, was prefented by Mr. Evelyn Meadows, the real pro-
fecutor of the Duchefs, with fome fowers. Lady Harrington
thanked him for the compliment, and, in return faid, ¢ 7
hope in God I fball be able to prefent you fhortly avith ¢ the
Lavrer.” The fame Lady, on the firft day of the trial,
when the Duchefs appeared at the bar, made ufe of this ejas
culaion: ¢ Tk Dewil confound ber | How brazen thewretch
< Jooks!” This, from Lapy HARRINGTON, was truly lu-
dicrous.

K 2 tinuance,
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tinuance, and the principal objec argued was,
the admiffion, or not, of a fentence of the Spi-
ricual Court, in a fuit for jatitation of marriage,
fo as to ftop the proof of a marriage, in an in-
dictment for polygamy *. 'The judges deciding
againft the admiffion of fuch a fentence, in bar

to

* 'This was the point on which refted the whole of the
cafe. The fentence of the Ecclefiaftical Court, was the
only thing which could be offered, on the part of the Du-
chefs, as a plea in bar to evidence. Ifit were admiffible in
this fhape, there remained a doubt, how far fuch a fentence
ought to be of any validity, provided it had been collufively
obtained. To have both thefe particulars refolved into a
certainty, the two following queftions were fubmitted to the
Judges, for their opinion :

Firff. ¢ Whether a fentence of the Spiritual Court,
* againft a marriage, in a fuit for jacitation of rymrriage,
¢¢ is conclufive evidence {0 as to ftop the Counfel for the
¢ Crown from proving the 41id marriage, in an indiftment

¢ for polygamy "

Second. ¢ Whether, admitting fuch fentence to be con-
¢ clufive vpon fuch indi¢tment, the Counfel for the Crown
¢ may be admitted to avoid the cffect of fuch fentence, by
« proving the fame to have been obtained by fraud, or

¢t collufion ?”’ ‘

The decifion of the Judges, on both thefe queftions, was
fubftantially as followeth, To the /2 point propounded,
the anfwer was, ¢ That the ground of the judicial powers

« pofletled by the Ecclefiattical Courts, is merely of a fpi-
¢ ritual
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to evidence, the fa& of the two marriages was
moft clearly proved, and a conviction, of courfe,
followed.

~

ritual confideration, pro correftione morum, et pro folute
anime 3 for the corredtion of movals, andfor the falvation
““ of the foul. But the great obje& of temporal jurifdiction.
¢ is, the public peace, and crimes againft the public peace
¢ are wholly, and in all their parts, of temporal cogni-
4¢ zance-—alone, The temporal courts alone can expound
¢ the law, and judge of the crimes, and its proofs ; in do-
ing fo, they muft fee with their own eyes, and try by
their own rules, that is, by the Common Law of the
land. Befides, a fentence in a caufe of ja@itation, has
only a negative, and a gualified effe&. It pronounceth,
that the party boafting of a marriage, has failed in his
proof, and that the libellent is free from all matrimonial
“ contrall, as far aswyet appenrs; leaving it open to new
¢ proofs of the {fame marriage, in the fame caufe, or to any
proofs of ‘that or any other marriage, in another caufe ;
¢ and if fuch fentence is no plea to 2 new fuit there, aid
¢ doth not conclude the Court which pronounceth, it can-
not conclude a Court, which receives the fentence, from
going into new proofs to make out that, or any other mar-
s riage, So that, admitting the fentence in its full extent
¢t and import, it only proves, that it did not yet appear. that
the parties were married, and not that they were not mar-
ried at all: and by the rule laid down by Lord Chief
Juttice Holt, fuch fentence can be no proof of any thing
to be inferred by argument from it; and, therefore, it
is not to be inferred, that there was no marriage, at any
time or place, becaufe the Court bad not tbeg fufficient
evidence to prove a marriage at a particular” time. and

place. That fentence and this judgment may ftand well
¢ tovethcr,
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followed *. 'The Duchefs was on her trial at-

tended by Mrs. Ecerton, whofe hufband was
: of

« together, and both propofitions be equally true : It may be
% true, that the Spiritual Court bad not then {ufficient proof of
¢ the marriage fpecified ; and,that your Lordfhips may now,
¢ unfortunately, find fufficient proof of fome marriage.”’

To the fecond point propounded, the Judges refted their
opin/ion on the fubfequent, among other fqrcible reafons.
¢t But, if the fentence were dire@, and decifive on the point,
¢ and as it ftands, to be admitted as conclufive evidence on
¢ the Court, and not to be impeached from within; yets
#¢ like all other acts of the higheft judicial authority, it is
¢ impeachable from without ; altheugh it be not permitted
to fhew that the Court was miflaken, it may be fhewn that
¢¢ they were mifled. Fraudisan extrinfic collateral a&, which
¢ vyitiates the moft folemn proceedings of Courts of Juftice.
¢ Lord Coke fays, it avoids all judicial aéls, ecclefiaftical or
temporal. Collufion, being a matter extrinfic of the caufe,
¢ may be imputed -by a ftranger, and tried by a Jury, and
¢ determined by the Courts of Temporal Jurifdiction.
We (the Fudges) are, therefore, unanimoufly of opinion :

-
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Firff, « That a fentence in the Spiritual Court againtt a
marriage, in a {uit of jatitation of marriage, is a0t con-
clufive evidence, fo'as to ftop the Counfel for the Crown
proving the marriage, in an indictment for polyzamy.

¢
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“ But, fecondly, admitting fuch fentence #» de conclufive
upon fuch indi¢tment, the Counfel for the Crown may be
admitted to avoid the effe¢t of fuch fentence, by proving
the fame té.have been obtained by fraud or collufion.”

~
-~
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* The Duchefs being called to the bar, and informed of
her conviction, by the Lord High Steward, fhe delivered a

paper,
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of the Bridgewater family; Mrs. Barring-
ToN, widow of General Barrington, a brother
of the Peer of that name; the late Dofor
Isaac ScuaomeERG, and the prefent Doctor
WARREN, One extraordinary method the
Duchefs took to fuftain her fpirits; which was,
to lofe a certain quantity of blood almoft every

paper, praying the benefit of the peerage, according to the
Statutes. On which, the prefent Chancellor, then Atorzey
General, difplayed his commanding powers, in a fpeech re-
plete with legal learning, and direfted to demontrate, ¢ That
$¢ a Peerefs, convicted as the prifoner had been, could, ax
* 10 other grounds, avoid Judgment of Death, but by claim.
¢ ing the benefits of the Statute of the Third and Fourth of
' William and Mary ; which left her in a condition to be
 Burnt in the band, or imprifoned.”’ ‘'This occafioned the
following queftion to be fubmitted to the Judges:

¢ Whether a Peerefs convidted by her Pecrs, of a cler-
¢ gyable felony, is by law entitled to the benefit of the
Statutes, fo as to excufe her from capital punifhment,
¢ without being burnt in the hand, or. being liable to any
« imprifonment

'S

-
-

The Lord Chief Baron qf the Court of Exchequer, having
conferred with the reft of the Judges prefent, delivered their
unanimous opinion upon the faid quefltion, affigning alfo
his reafons. The opinion was, ¢ That a Peerefs convicted
¢ of a clergyable felony, praying the benefit of the Statute,
¢ the fir/t of Edward VIth, is not only excufed from capi~
* tal punifhment, but ought to be immediately difcharged,
48 auithout being burat in the band, or lible to any imprifon-

& ment,”’

- time
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time in which fhe was ordered to withdraw from
the bar.

The folemn bufinefs being concluded, the
profecutors had a plan in émbryo to confine the
Countefs of Bristow (for fo, after conviction,
fhe in reality was) to this country ; and to have
her deprivedof her perfonal property. Awritof
¢¢ Ne exeat regna” was preparing, of which the
Lady received private notice, and being advifed
inftantaneoufly to leave the kingdom, the
caufed her carriage to be driven about the moft
public ftreets of the metropolis ; invited a felect
party to dine at Kingfton Houfe, the better to
cover her defign ; while, in an hired poft-chaife,
the travelled to Dover. Mr. Harpiwg, the
Captain of her yacht, was there, and he con-
veyed her in the firft open boat that could be pro-
cured, to Calais. The Hotel d’Angleterre, was
chofen as the place of refidence, and, on her
Grace entering the Court-yard, Mon{. DEssEIN
received her with more complaifance than cor-
diality ; for, in France, the conviction was un-
derftood to have deprived her of all her pof-
feffions, real and perfonal. Desseiw, there-
fore, indicated his pity of her fate by a figni-
ticant thrug of his fhoulders. e was ¢ highly
“ honoured in the choice fhe had made of his
¢ hotel ; but, Mon Dieu | —How unfortunate it

“ was,
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was, that he could not accommodate her with
¢¢ a-fuite of rooms ! Had he only been apprifed
of her intention to do himthe favour ! Now,
a fingle apartment was all the accommoda-
£ tion in his powdr.”

She was fatigued in bedy and mind. Reft,
therefore, even in a room on the attic ftory,
would have been the moft welcome folacer in
the bounty of Heaven to beftow.

While the Ducngss, for fo the muft be ftill
ftyled for the fake of uniformity in the narra-
tive, was retired, DESSEIN contrived meaps to
inveftigate the ftate of her finances; and being
informed that fhe was ftill in the receipt of her
eftates, he, the morning after her arrival,
brightened up his features, and was the hap-
pieft being on earth to acquaint her, that % the
¢ company who had occupied apartments fuita-
¢ blein every refpe® pour Madame la Duchefe,
f¢ were;gone to- Paris, and’confequently, they
<« were deveted to her ufe, if fhe fhould fo
s« pleafe,” This obeifance anfwered DEssein’s
purpofe. She remained at his 4ose/ long enough
to lénd hiwm a vhoufand pounds, when, being her
debtor, he complained of her parfimony, and
compelled her, by difrefpetful treatment, to
feek another abode. The money lent DEssEIN
is not wholly repaid at this hour. The only
accommodation which the DucHEss could ever

L obtain
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obtain was, to take the demand out in fire-woad.
If a pun be excufable, this was a burning {hame
in Monfieur DESsSE1IN.

As Yorrck juftly obferveth, ¢ They manage
¢ thefe things Jetter in France.” 'The politeffe
of our Gallic neighbours is certainly a moft
powertul aid to their projets. Monfieur DEes-
sEIN has that happy compofure of features,
bows fo refpectfully, and is, apparently, fo
much the devoted humble fervant of every
body, that it is not furprizing he thould have
wormed himfelf into the general favour of
Englith travellers. The Duchefs, with all her
pretenfions to the gift of penetrating charaers,
was grofsly duped by the keeper of her Hotel;
yet was the impofition fo {moothly effeéted,
that Dessern and her Grace never rencountered
each other without parting the deareft friends
in the world ; fthe, with a gracious inclination
‘of her head, only requefting it as a favour that
more fire-wood might be fent in to leflen her
demand ; and he, with a femi-circular bow of
his body afluring her that a Magazine was at her
command,, This reciprocity of deceit was
practifed whenever Calais became the occafional
or the ftationary refidence, of the Duchefs ;
and it being forefeen that fuch refidence would
be frequent, an habitation, affording fome de-
gree of comfort, was fought for, and obtained.

Monf
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Monf. Cocove * had formerly held a com-
manding poft at Calais; he was in conftitution,
habits, and appearance, an Englifhman. The
habits of our country he had acquired by re-
fiding fome’ time among us, and, during that
refidence, he had mixed with the firft circles.
The old Marquis of Graney had been his
intimate friend and affociate. When the Du-
chefs fled to Calais, Cocove was fequeftered at
a little paternal feat within a_ few miles; re-
ftriCted to that, as his place of. refidence, con-
formable to the ufage of France with refpe to
perfons of landed property who are involved.
Cocove had an houfe in Calais, which his
wife and family, amounting to three fons, and
four daughters, occupied. The Duchefs
treated for the purchafe of this houfe, and it
was agreed to be fold her for one theufand

* This Gentleman was for many years, PRESIDENT of
Carats; and, the only fault ever imputed to him, in that
honourable ftation, was, to0 great a partiality for the Englifb.
Ifthere were to be a favour'extended to any individual of our
nation, the Prefident of Calais was fure to accompany that
favour by fome att of liberality originating from himfelf.
Monsieur Cocove died at his country feat, which'is
fituated at a little diftance from Calais, between that place
and S8z, Omer; leaving a widow who had been the Zeff of
avives, and an amiable progeny who only contended in a
virtuous ftruggle, who moft thould promote the happinefs
of the b¢f? of mothers. ‘'This lady is fince dead. The off-
fpring are living, and univerfally admired for their amiabi-
Tities of mind and perfon.

L2 pounds
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pounds, with permiffion to the family to oc-
cupy one fide of the quadrangle. The Duchefs
took pofleflion ; and, as her ordinary cuftom
was, the began to pull the greateft part of the
old manfion about her ears , threw out a room
with a bow window, which projeéted over the
privies belonging to the foldiers’ barracks; and
that her vifitors might only indulge a ftanding
pofture, this faloon, as fhe called it, .was lefk
without a chair. The CocovE family next en-
gaged her attention, and before the had {een the
half of them, fhe promifed te make them all
happy. The girls fhe aftonifhed with a fight
of her diamonds, and her wardrobe ; with the
boys fhe converfed about the heroic deeds of
her great-grandfather, throwing in occafional
hints, that ¢ commiffions in the army would be
¢ comfortable things, and particularly in the
¢ French fervice, which was fo highly he-
¢ nourable under the reigning Monarch, for
¢¢ whom the had a prodigious regard. She
¢ loved the King of France, and the was very
¢ confident he had a regard for her.” Sams
¢ doubte, Madame la Duckeffe ; le Roi connus
« bien” ¢ Yes—your King Knows I love
“ him. I have given a proof of it in pre-
¢ ferring to fpend my fortune in his country,
¢ although my dear friend, the King of Pruffia,
¢ has given me the warmeft invitation to refide
* at Berlin” 'This fincere veneration for the

Gallic
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Gallic Monarch would, with equal fincerity,
have been transferred to the Cham of Tartary,
if his dominion had been the chofen place of
refuge.

As it was the lot of the Duchefs to be per-
petually on the remove, fome incidents ‘had
happened ar Rome, of which fhe received ad-
vice, which rendered it neceffary for her once
more to vifit that renowned city. In the Pub-
lic Bank the hed depofited her plate for fafety,
when the fet out for England; and in her pa-
lace the had left a renegade Spanifh Friar, and
an Englith girl, whom fhe had carried to Ita-
ly, ot her laft expedition. The girl was hand-
fome, and had a fenfe of prudence, aided by
that prejudice againft foreigners, which the
lower orders of this, and of moft other coun-
tries, poflefs. A Carpivar, who, for the ho-
nour of the Holy See, fhall be namelefs, had
frequently laid afide the pomp and .f{anctity of
Spirituals, betraying a thorn in the flefb, ftiled by
St. Paul the ““ Meffenger of Satan,” with the buf-
fetings of which his Eminencewas well acquaint-
ed. His vifits to the palace of the Duchefs
were frequent ; the pretence always was, a fome-
thing particular to communicate to her Grace,
and a confequent inquifitivenefs about her re-
turn. The Friar, however, fmoked the Car-
piNaL, and the Cardinal, in return, was jed-

lous
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lous of the Friar. The poor girl, who under-
flood not a fyllable of any other language than
that of ‘her country, found herfelf extremely
embarraffed. The Frrar knew Englith enough
for an ordinary converfation, and, in the true
ftyle of a ghoftly advifer, he cautiened the girl
againft the defigns of the Cardinal. Whether
from real diflike, or from the not being able to
have a verbal intercourfe, the overtures of the
Cardinal were rejected, and whenever he came
to the palace, fhe left him, if his Eminence fo
pleafed, to make Jove to the Friar. Thus get-
ting rid of a rival, the Friar plied his arts fo
fuccefsfully, as to occafion one bed to be the
only neceffary convenience for the two inmates
of the palace to fleep in. Having accomplith-
ed this end, the Friar deemed it a pity that
fuch of the moveables as were eafily portable,
fhould remain in an ufelefs ftate; converted
into cath, they might circulate to the benefit
of fociety. Underan impreflion {o charitable to
the world, he walked off with what he could
carry, befide difpofing of quantities of articles
to different purchafers. The poor girl was only
left with a confolation, that what the had read
in the Bible about ¢ Jucreafe and multiply,” was
likely to be fulfilled by her. It was of thefe
tranfactions the Duchefs was informed by let-
ters, The neceflity of her immediate journey-
ing to Rome was urgent, and fhe fet out as

foon
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foon as the could expedite the neceffary pre-
parations.

During her travel, an illnefs excepted, not
any particular occurrence happened. On her
arrival being known, CARDINAL ALBANT waited
on her, towhom fhe communicated the par-
ticulars of the behaviour of the Friar, prudent-
1y referving the circumftance of the attack
made by one of the Cardinal’s brotherhood, on
the chaftity of the girl. Her fituation was not
the prefent object of thought. The queftion
was, hpw the property embezzled by the Friar
could be re-obtained ? The girl fobbed, fhed
tears in abundance, on her knees intreated for-
givenefs ; ‘but, with all this {fubmiffive peni-
tence, the could fearcely obtain the attention of
a moment. “ You muft have known the Friar
“ broke open the efcrutore. Where are the
¢ candlefticks ? What ! is all the linen gone?
“ By the living God he has ftripped the palace !”
The girl, whofe thriving fituation wholly en-
grofled her thoughts, ftill prefled her fuit.—
¢¢ Indeed, your Grace, I did not confent—
¢« T was faft afleep when the Friar came
¢ into my room. He took hold——"—¢ ]
«¢¢ with he had hold of you this moment, and
¢¢ that you were both in the gallies. What is
¢ all your nonfenfe to my property? Could not
# youplay the fool together, without ftripping
“ me?
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“me? The diamondbuckle of my dear Lord
“ Duke! The devil confound the villain'!' Go
* along, liks a hufley as you are. Stay—I’ll
“ have you punithed, unlefs you find the raf-
¢ cally Friar.” Here a meffage of condolance
from his Holinefs was notified, and the meffen-
ger being ordered in, the ftyle was thus varied
—¢ WHat I have loft is of confiderable value ;
“ but, to take advantage of a poor innocent
¢ young creature, is more diftrefsful to me
¢ than the trifles he has taken. My deareft'
¢ Lord left me an ample fortune, and I with to
“ make others happy with it. This unfortus
 nate girl 1 took from a child, and meant to
« have provided for her as a mother. [ for-
¢ give her, poor thing! My moft humble and
“ dutiful refpe&ts to his Holinefls, Helas!
¢ {afigh] when I think on my troubles, they
¢ almoft overwhelm me. With my dear Duke
<t [tears) every happinefs was buried. But God’
¢ is- all-fufficient. His Holinefs knows not
¢ how I'have been perfecuted ; but 1 forgive
« my perfecutors. Poor Bellifarius ! how un-
« generoufly was he treated ! I often th?ught
¢ of him during my perfecution.” The mef-
fenger retiring, the inqueftas to what were loft,
and the probability of recovery, were inftantly
refumed ; untl all hope of re-obraining the va-
Inables becoming- vifionary, to get the' plate

out of the public bank, and tranfport it fafely
from

LY
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from Italy, was the fole obje& of negociation,
in which the Duchefs proving fuccefsful, the
returned to Calais, and the robbery of the Friat
became one of her ordinary tales.

On the return of the Duchefs from Rome,
the expeditious communication between Calais
and England afforded the earlieft intelligence
the could wifh relative to the proceedings of
her opponents. Their bufinefs was now, if
poffible, to fet afide the will of the Duke of
Kingfton. There was not a probability of their
fucceeding in the attempt, but fill the attempt
was to be made. This kept alive the appre-
henfion of danger in the mind of the Duchefs ;
and fo long as that apprehenfion fubfifted, it was
neceflary, in policy, to affect a particular regard
for certain perfons in England, who had the ap-
parent power of rendering a fervice. 'The late
Sir GEorck HavEe was at that time Dean of
the Arcurs. Not more from the eminence of
kis fituation than from the {plendor of his abi-
lities, his rank was high in the public efteem.
Do&or Isaac ScuomBERG had beena cotempo-
rary with Sir George at Merchant Taylor’s fe-
minary. Through life they loved each other.
The opinion of Sir George, as to the impeach-
ability of the Duke of Kingfton’s will, was fre-
quently wanted ; and through the intermedi-
ation of Do&or Schomberg, this was obtained.

M Sir
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Sir George Haye from the firft ridiculed thé
attempt to fet afide the will as a futility. Schom-
berg, however, defirous of obtaining the fulleft
confirmation of the cafe, prefled Sir George to
di¢ate a few lines on the fubject, in a letter
which he propofed to fend to the Duchefs.—
¢ Well, Ifaac, (faid Sir George) I will. Let
¢« the Duchefs defire her common lawyers to at-
« tack the rock of Gibraltar.” Schomberg, on
this, caufed every confolatory aflurance to be
tranfmitted to the Duchefs. She received it,
and profefled every feeling which gratitude
could infpire. ¢ Dotor SeHOMBERG was an
¢ honourable character ! too honourable for
¢¢ this world! The counterpart of her dear
€ Lord in noblenefs of foul! She withed the
< could make him bappy !I”  As a {plendid re-
turn for his real anxiety to have her mind at
eafe, this was the gracious manner of her pro-
cedure :

One morning Doctor ScHOMBERG was wait-
ed on at his apartments in Conduit-fireet, and
a prefent from the Duchefs of Kingfton was
delivered him. This prefent was a ring, bril-
liantly encircled, the ftone a deep blue, and
the words ¢ Pour I’ Amitie,” on the ftone. The
intrinfic value was never once confidered by
Schomberg, it was the prefumeable tribute of
gratitude which affeted his mind. He wore

the
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the ring, and, in almoft every company, pro-
claimed the donor. But a fhort portion of time
elapfed, before one of the brilliants in the
word ¢ Amitie” fell out, as if the very men-
tion of friendfbip by the Duchefls, were {uffi-
cient to render the term fragile ; to have a
fubftitute replaced, a Jeweller was fent for.
When he came, he looked firft at the ring,
then at Doctor Schomberg, and, on being
afked, ¢ When he could do what was ne-
¢ ceffary »” the Jeweller anfwered, I hope
¢ you will not be offended, Sir, but it is
¢ really not worth your while to have any
¢¢ thing done ; the middle ftoneis a compofi-
¢ tion, and the whole did not coft more, in
¢ Paris, than fix and thirty [billings!” < Is
¢ that the cale,” faid the Doctor, ¢¢ thenI will
¢ foon difpofe of it.” He firft trampled the
contemptible bauble under his feet, then flung
it out of the window, faying, ¢ There goes No-
€ bility.”

Previous to her trial, the DucrEss had
formed a defign to vifit Peterfburgh. A fhip
had been built for her, containing every {plen-
did accommodation, There was 2 drawing-
'foom, a diﬁing—parlour, kitchen, and other
conveniences. ‘This fhip attraced, as may be
fuppofed, general obfervation; and the Ruffian
Ambaflador being given to underftand that the

M2 whole
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whole had been intended as a conveyance of the
Duchefs, on a vifit to fo auguft a fovereign as
the Emprefs of Ruffia, the politefle of Courts
compelled an acknowledgment, on his part,
that the compliment would be gracioufly re-
ceived. But there was fomething more than
the mere compliment of a vifit. Her Grace had
fome pictures, of confiderable value, which
devolved to her on the demife of the Duke.
Thefe the had offered as a prefent to the Em-
prefs, who had deigned to accept them. The
ﬁ)ipping them for Peterfburgh, that they
might be conveyed from where they ought to
have remained, to whither they fhould bot
have been fent, had occafioned as many con-
ferences between the Duchefs and the Ruffian
Ambaflador, as would have been requifite to
adjuft the differences of Europe. At laft, how-
ever, a cargo of pictures, and other valuable
articles, cleared the river, and arrived fafe at
Peterfburgh. The Emprefs difpafed of them
as accorded with her fancy, and her Ambaflz-
dor was charged, in her name, to notify her
pleafure. The Duchefs, in this, wasa copyift
of the Eaftern cuftoms. Her prefence was ac-
companied by a prefent, the better to enfure a
favourable reception,

~ To convey her Graze to Peterfburgh, the
thip which had been built for the purpefe, was
ordered
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ordered to Calais. Itarrived there, and Harp-
ING, the commander of her yacht, was confi-
dered as the Captain. Inthat capacity he fuper.
intended the preparations, and did every thing
requifite in a man of honefty. An obftrution,
however, arofe, and that of a {erious nature:
the American war fubfifted. Under what co-
lours thould the Duchefs fail, fo as to be the
fureft of proteftion ? CuNNINGHAM, ¥ an Ame-
rican marine adventurer, had juft taken one of
the Holland packets. Doctor Frankrin, then
at Paris, was furrounded by a {warm of his
countrymen, who only withed for commiffions
to rove about the Channel. The intention of
the Duchefs to embark, could not be f{ecreted,
nor the time of her failing. The capture of her
fhip, was confidered as an enterprize worthy
adoption. It was fuppofed, that any fum de-
manded, would be paid for her ranfom. Ap-
,p;‘ifcd that fuch idea prevailed, the Duchefs ap-
plied, by letter, to the French Minifter, foli-
citing proteGtion under the colours of France,

* This man was merely an inftrument. The projeét of
capturing the Packet, was fuggefted by a Mr. Carmichael,
an American afliftant to Dodfor Franklin, and afterwards
¢ Charg’s des Affaires,” from the United States, at Madrid.
The packet which Cunningham was dircted to take, had
a quantity of fpecie on board. Cunningbam, by an Irifh
blunder, let that packet efcape, and captured another which
had ouly a cargoe of paflengers. Thus the objett was de-
“feated,

Her
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Her requeft being granted, Captain HArDING
was informed of her intentions to Loift the
French flag, and have her fhip manned by
French failors. He had ferved in the Britith
navy, had diftinguithed himfelf in ation, and
could not relith the meafure. The Duchefs
foothed him, and he complied with relu@ances
French failors were then procured, but no fooner
were they engaged for the voyage, than they
threw an obftacle in the way. They would only
be commanded by a French captain. There
was not an alternative. One Le Fevre offered,
and was accepted ; but his acceptance and no-
mination rendered the firuation of Harpine
t00 mortifying to be endured ; in confequence
of which he refigned his employ under the
Duchefs, quitted Calais, for Dover, where his
family refided, and did net long furvive, what
he felt as an infult, confidering the fidelity wich
which he had difcharged his duty to the Du-
chefs. He it was who had been entrufied to
convey her perfonal property, of the greateft
value, out .of England, and afterwards from
Roﬁié; his final reward was, to have the mafer
of ,aﬁ]bz'ﬂg boat appointed his Captain. ‘

On her propofed voyage to Peterfburgh, the
Duchefs was to be accompanied by feveral
perfons, befides domeftics, who were collec-

tively to form a fuite proper for an exalted per-
fonage,
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fonage, about to vifit a fovereign power., 'The
arrangement’of this fuite depending, of courfe,
on the will of the Duchefs, a whimfical affem-
blage of characters were blended. The Cap-
tain and Sailors of the thip being Frenchmen
and Roman Cathbolics, a Chaplain of their lan-
guage and perfuafion was required, to per-
form the pious offices neceflary for the welfare
of their fouls. To be fupplied in this particu-
lar, the Duchefs difpatched a letter to Paris,
foliciting a Lady to recommend an Ecclefiaftic,
proper for the purpofe. Among the different
orders it was not a difficult matter to meet
with a Prieft of the Order of Neceffiy ; and, it
being probable that fuch an one only would em-
bark on fo fingular an expedition, the choice
fell on Monfieur I’Abbe SEcraxp *.  Highly
flattered by his appointment, a meflenger was’
difpatched to Calais, with information that the

# This gentleman, after fcrambling his way, as it were,
from Peterfburgh to France, foon afterwards came to London,
and now refides in the vicinity. His claim on the Duchefs,
like that of moft other perfons who had the meritorious pre-
tenfion of relying on her promifes, is not yet fettled, and
moft probably it never will. When prefled to adjuft it the
always afferted that the had paid him ; but, he put the mat-
ter fairly to iffie, by faying, that if the could produce a
voucher for the payment of a fingle /ous, he would abandon
his demand. This the was not able to do.

Abbe
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Abbe would fet out for that place immediately.
The Duchefs, to whom a new face, and a novel
adventure, afforded great delight, received the
glad tidings with a joyful countenance; im-
parting to every vifitor the elevated ideas the
had formed of a perfon, whom /fbe bad never
Jeen, and, for whofe tranfcendent abilities the
vouched, in a moft authoritative ftyle, without
being morally certain that his mental endow-
ments exceeded thofe of a common mechanic.
At laft, Monfieur 1’ Abbe arrived; for the fake
of convenience, not much troubled with bag-
gage, the Dilirence being his carriage, and a
violin his travelling companion. As this gen-
tleman had the care of the fouls of the Captain
and mariners committed to his charge, to Mr.
Fofter was entrufted the direction of the Duchefs
in fpirituals.  Two women, as attendants, a
coachman at fea, and a footman /» a cabbin, com-
pleated the marine fuite, with which the Duchefs
failed for Peterfburgh. To fay that fhe was
grofsly flattered on undertaking the expedition,
would only be faying, that fhe was {uppofed to
abound in wealth ; for where is the rich without
a flatterer ? The voyage of the Duchefs was
compared to the expedition of Cleopatra; a
Marc Anthony only was wanting to render the
comparifon perfect.

Favoured
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Favouted by a wind which blesw as the wifkes
of the Duchefs inclined, fhe atrived at Elfnenr
in twelve days from the titne 6f her leaving Ca.-
lais ; and, delaying as little as circumftances
would permit, on her paffage, the foot reached
Peterfbumh - Her arrival being announced,
her veceprion was gertainly favourable®, the
Emprefs

* "T'his favourable reception was caufed by vatious ¢ons
tomitant circumftances, To be received, if poffible, by
fome crowned Head, was ancobject defirable, as the only
theans of relieving the Duchefs from the marked difgrace
which het tridl and conviction had affixed ofi her. The
Court of Ruifia was chofen as the moft diftant; as the lefs
likely to have the real cliara@er of the lady bired to infpecs
tion ; and where confiderable prefents of picares Would be
more acceptable to the Sovereigi, in proportion #s the arts
were in a lels advanced ftate of perfeftions Accordinglys
not only the Eriprefs, but perfonages of the gréateft in-
fluence, were comphmented by the Duchefs,: Oaeinflancey
and an dnecdote accompanying it, will excmplify the views
and liberality of the dottof,

Connt Chernichoff was reprefented to the Duchefs asan ex=
aited character, to whom fhe ought, in policy, to pay her
particular devoirs, She felt the foree of the reptefentation,
and fent him favo pidfures.  As litelé fkilled ity painting, as
in mufie, fhe was a tota] ftranget to the value of thefe pieces:
They happened to be originals, by Raphael, ahd Claude
Lorrain The Court was footi apprized of thisy and oif
the arrival of the Duchef§ at Peterfuirgh, e walted on
het Grace; profefled his thankfulhels™ for the prefent,

N at
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Emprefs difpenfed with public forms, the in-
terview between her Majefty and the Duchefs
being at the country palace, appropriated to
the purpofes of feclufion. The novelty of an
Englith lady, bravin-g the billows of the Balfic,
and d,efyihg, as it were, the boifterous elements
of the North, to pay a compliment to the reign-
ing Sovereignefs, excited admiration in rﬁany,
curiofity in all. This very curiofity and admi-
ration were fufficient for the Duchefs; gratify-

at the fame time affuring the Duchefs, ¢ That the pice
¢ tures were eftimated at a value, iIn Ruffian money,
¢ amounting to ten thoufand pounds Englith.” The Du-
chefs, who the moment before he let this fecret efcape
from his lips, had arranged her features with afmile of com-
placency, inftantly changed colour, and could, with the ut-
moft difficulty, veil her chagrin. She told the Count, that
¢ {he had other pictures, which fhe fhould confider as an ho—
¢ nour were he to accept them. That the two paintings in
¢ his pofleffion, were particularly the favourites of her de-
¢ parted Lord’; but that the Count was extremely gracious
¢ in permitting them to occupy a fpace in his palace, until
¢ her manfion was preperly prepared for decoration.” This
manceuvre did noet fucceed. The Count has the pitures at
this moment ; and the Duchefs, in her aviZ, has a¢tually in-
troduced an biffory of the manner in which they became pof-
fefled by Count Chernichoff ; referring, at the fame time, to
the teftimony of a Mr. Moreaxz, in proof of the paintings
having been only committed to the care of the Count, i
truff. Here is a traiz, and a fingular one it is, fufficient to,
mark the charater of the heroine, whefe narrative is the
{ubject of thefe pages.

ing
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ing her vanity, they compenfated her toils.
Still more. The Emprefs affigned a manfion
for her refidence. Her fhip was commanded
under the Government care ; and an hurricane
arifing which occafioned it to fuffer confiderable
damage, it was repaired by exprefs order of the
Emprefs. Here was happinefs, if happinefs
for 4 mind at variance with itfelf, could be
found on earth. - Yet, this marked favour of
the Emprefs could not entirely fatisfy the Du.
chefs. She was, and the felt herfelf to be an
alien. The Englith Ambaflador could only be
complaifant to her in private *. She, therefore,
began to inquire, whether poffeffion might not
entitle her to command that refpect, for which,
at prefent, the was merely an eleemofynary debtor.
‘There are ladies at the Court of Peterfburgh,
who wear the pifture of the Emprefs, as the en-

# At that time 8ir Fames Harris; 'who, becaufe only ex-
ternally civil, the Duchefs affefted to contemn, for the par-
fimonious manner in which he entertained the falory. Lady
Harris did not, of courfe, efcape an oblique cenfure, when
opportuniky of cafting it occurrred. Sir Fames, at the
Court of Peterfburgh, was in high eftimation. ‘That, as an
able reprefentative of Sovereign power, and a profound po-
litician, he merited efteem, his late condu@®, as Ambaflador
so the United States of Holland, hath abundantly evidenced.
By being ennobled, he hath only obtained the honours he
deferved,

Nz fing
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fign of an order. The Duchefs was flatfered,
that landed property enly was wanting to intro-
duce her as, one of this order. The Fmprels
was her friend ; what other intereft could fhe
defire ? The hint was fufficient. She purchafed
aneftate near Peterfburgh, for about rwelve thou~
Jand pounds ; gave it the name of Chadleigh, and,
having executed her part of the agrecment,
which always was te pay, and leave others tq
¢njoy, fhe puthed her intereft to be honoured
with the order. The anfwer to her application
for ever blafted her hopes. It was an invariable
rule that foreigners could pot be admitted.—
‘What was te@ be done with the effate? Befide
catching fifh, and cytting down wood, it pro-
mifed not to turn to any advantageeus account.
"The Duchefs, however, ever difpofed to be
mifled when flattered by following her own in-
clination, was induced to believe, that a forsaze,
which fhe did not want, might be obtained by
a means which the had not occafion to ufe, which
was, the ere€tion of works for making BrANDY.
This was a whimfical tranfition of ideas, and
fuch as could not eafily be reconciled by an or-
dinary mind, A diftiller of {pirits, inftead of
the wearer of a pendent order of the picture of
an Emprefs!

This
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‘This difappointment in ambition, and, afina}
diflike of thediftillery project, occafioned a yes
folation to return to Calais, Difputes in the
houfehold had alfe arifen, which caunfed -thig
refolution to be more determined than ordinary,
The falary of Mr.FosTER, a miferable pittance
for a man of learning, being only one bundred
pouxds a year, wasin arrears. Yearsand merig
pleaded in vain, A trifle was the fubje& of
difpute, and the Emprefs-being informed of if,
offered poor FOSTER a retreat for life, and
he quitted the Duchefs with this far¢afm, ip
the Spartan fiyle, ¢ I am ¢ld, not mean.” SEs
CHAND npext broke forth with vehemence.
‘He had received more promifes than there are
numbers in the lottery, and not one of them
had produced a prize. His falary was in ar-
rears, and payment was formally demanded;
agents on both fides interfered, but without ef-
feCting any thing. 'Fhe Abbe, therefore, was
left to feek his redrefs in France, and to get
thither as well as his fortunate ftars would affift
him,

The Duchefs, quitting Peterfburgh, left an
Englifh journeyman carpenter®, whom the had
made

* This man was picked up, like moft of the inferior ora
ders of her houfchold, by that {pecies of accident which al.
wavs



[ 94 ]

made the fteward of her houfehold, to tranfad
her affairs. At her brandy-mating eftate, in the
country, another charaéter, of fimilar defcrip-
tion, as to lownefs, was flati ned ; and on her
route to Calais, the picked up a :ravelling Co-
lonel in the Imperial fervice, who -only wanted
to get to his wife and children in Vienna ; but
not being in hafte to fee them, took a French
leave of the Duchefs, borrowing one of her
watches, merely that he might not be at a lofs
as to the hour of the day, and taking a couple
of rings, the brilliancy of which would remind
him of the charms of the real owner.

Returning once more to Calais, a confider-
able portion of time was engrofled by the Du-
chefs, in relating to her admiring auditors each
particular concerning the very gracious manner
in which the Emprefs had deigned to receive
her. A prefent from her Imperial Majefty, of
an eftate fituated on the Neve*, was enlarged

on

ways recommended vagabonds to her notice. By trade an
ordinary carpenter ; by her ridiculous whim converted inta
the managing fleward of a palace, and, in her abfence from
Peterfburgh, entrufled with the care of perfonal property,
of immenfe valug,

% This eftate includes a tra& of land of confiderable va-

lue; and, it was the more peculiarly calculated for the Du-
chefs,
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on with all the circumlocutory eloquence, of
which the relator was capable. The purchafe #
alfo of the- eftate near Peterfburgh, which
abounded in waffals not daring to approach the
upper petticoat of their miftrefs, without firft
kiffing the fringe, in a_pofture of genufleGtion,
afforded a fubje& for aftonifhment to thofe who
defpifed all compulfory fubjection. Yet com-
plaifance was due, and, in confequence, the
tale of vanity was never interrupted. The Em-
prefs was admitted to be the deareft friend whom
the Duchefs had experienced. She was allowed
even to love her, better than any favourite who
might be felefted, as the objett of regard, by
a Sovereignefs, lefs a model of {elf-denying vir-
tue, than her Imperial Majefty of Ruffia. Not
a fcruple of faith was abated, in the credence
given to every fentence which the Duchefs ad-
vanced refpecting her intimacy with the Em-
_prefs, One thing is certain : At an entertain-
ment given by the Duchefs to the Emprefs; one
bundred and forty of her own domeflics attended,

chefs, as it conferred a kind of fovereignty on her over the
poor inhabitants, who are confidered as abfolute property,
vefted in the territorial proprietor.

# ‘This eftate coft the Duchefs about favensy-fve thonfand
pounds Englifh mongy.
and
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and the whole fervice was of plate. The ‘pres
fence of foauguft a perfonage, and the manner
of her reception, are unqueftionable proofs of

benignity on one part, oftentation on the
other,

The will of his Grace of Kingfton receiving
every confirmation which the Courts of Juftice
could give * ; to diffipate, rather than properly

expend,

* This will was executed on the £f#5 day of Fuly, 17704
"The following are the extra®s which relate to the Duchefs :
¢t Tdo, by this my will, ratify and confirm a fettlement,
¢ which I made of the annual fum, or yearly rent charge,
of four thoufand pounds, on my wife Elizabeth Duchefs of
King flor ; and that the faid fum fhall be unto, and tothe
“ ufe of the faid Elizabeth, Duchefs of Kingfton, my
¢ wirE, and her affigns, for and during the term of her na«

N

-

-
-

“ tural life, ix cafe fbe f6 long continues my widow, and un-
 married, and no longer. And my {aid wife fhall be per-
 mitted, during ber widowheod, to receive and take the
¢ whole yearly rents, and profits, of all the manors, lands,
and hereditaments, beforc devifed, in full fatisfation, re-
¢ compence, and difcharge of, and for fo tnuch of the faid
¢t annual fum, or yearly rent charge of four thoufand pounds,
as fhall grow due during her widowhood ; but in cafe my
Said wife fhall determine ber abidotobood during her lifey
¢ then I give and devife the fame to Charles Meadows, fes
¢ cond fon of Philip Meadowws.

-
~

-
-~

-
-

~

¢« ALSO, I give and bequeath to my faid wife, Elizas

s Jeth Duchefs of Kingflon, all my furniture, pictures, plate
¢ jﬂufk,
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expend, theincome of his eftates, appeared to
be the ruling prmc1ple of life. The houfe at
Calaxs was not fufficient for the purpofe of in-
vmng perplexmes a manfion, at a place
called Mont Marthe *, near Paris, ‘was pitched
on, and the purchafe of it negociated in as
thort a time as the Duchefs could defire. There
were only a few obftacles to enjoyment, which
were not confidered until the purchafe was com-
pleted. ‘The houfe was in fo ruinous a condi-
tion, as to be in momentary danger of falling.
The land was more like the field of the floth-

$¢ jewels, china, arrearsof rent, and all other my effects and
¢ pe;_*/onal eflate, of what nature or kind foever, Jor ber own
S Sroper ufe abfolutely, and as, and for her own Loodsy chate
¥ tels, and effects, for evermore.

_"This exprefs reftrition, as to a continuance in a ftate of
swidowhood, although highly difpleafing to the Duchefs, was
yet her abfolute falvation ; for, {o open was fhe to the grofleft
adulanon, that any foreign Knight of thé Poff, plying her
well with flattery, might have led her a willing captive to
the altar of Hymen. She endeavoured to fecrete the cir-
cumftance of her inability to marry, always affeéling the
greateﬂ: diflike of the connubial ftate.

# The fituation of this houfe is extremely pleafant, being
to Paris what Hampflead is to London.. The Duchefs was
to have paid for the houfe about uine thoufand pounds in the
whole,

o ful,
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ful, than the vineyard of the induftrious. All
thefe apparent evils became realized to the op-
tics of the Duchefs, only after fhe had poffefled
her withes, and found them, as moft of her
withes were, produdive of trouble. A lawfuit
with the owner of the eftate was the confe-
quence of the agreenient. The Duchefs went
again to Peterfburgh, and returnedto France,
before it finithed ; and it was the mianner in
which this fuit was adjudicated, which proved
the ultimate caufe of her death.

Befide this purchafe in France, another was
made by the Duchefs, the fcale of which was
truly grand. The brother of the French Mo-
narch was the owner of a domain, according,
in every refpect, with his dignity. This was
the territory of Saint Affife, pleafantly diftanced
from Paris, abounding with game of every dif-
ferent fpecies, and rich in all the peffible lux-
uriant adornment of nature. The manfion was
fit for the brother of a King. It afforded rkree
bundred beds. 'The value of fuch an eftate was
too confidérable to be expeéted in one payment;
the, therefore, agreed to difcharge the whole
of the fum demanded, which was fifty-five thou-
Jand pounds, by mftallments. It is fometimes
cafier to agree, than fulfil. The Duchefs found
this to be her cafe in the prefent inffance, How

was
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was it poffible to give the half of a plumb, with-
out the value of a cherry-ftone in pofleffion ?
Sixteen thoufand pounds were the utmoft amount
of the annual rents of the Duchefs. Ready mo-
ney fhe had none; it wasa commodity in which
the feldom abounded. To expedient recourfe
was had to make good the firft inftallment, cafth
was borrowed of Meffrs. Drummond, and a few
valuables were lodged as fecurities for the debt ;
by this means one payment was made good*,

If it be atked, for whom this eftate, thus
purchafed under every inconvenience, was ac-
tually intended ? The proper anfwer returned
would be, that to the career of vanity there is
not an end ; and, whether that paffion be gra-
tified by the expenditure, or the hoard of mo-
ney, is matter of total indifference, the fordid-
nefs of the paffion continuing the fame. It be-
ing neceflary, however, to affign a little portion
of reafon for a great degree of extravagance,
‘the recent reconciliation which had taken place
between the Duchefs and the #epbeww of her
¢ deareft Duke,” afforded a plea. The purchafe,

* Taventy-five thoufand pounds have been altually paid, in
patt of the purchale money, for this territory. The fecond
inftalment is, at this moment, due. The annual income of
Saint Affife, is eftimated at near three thoufand pounds.

O 2 on
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on the part of the Duchefs, was a good one.—
There were not only game, but rabbits in plen-
ty, and finding them to be of a fuperior qua-
lity and flavour, the Duchefs, during the firfg
week of her poffeffion, had as many killed and
fold, as brought her three bundred guineas. Thus,
at Peterfburgh, fhe was a diftiller of brandy *;
at Paris, a rabbit merchant.

Thus proceeding from enterprize to enter-
prize, the hour arrived in which the Duchefs
would not be permitted a longer refident of our
lower world. She was at dinner when her fer-
vants received the intelligence -of a fentence
refpecting the houfe near Paris, having been
awarded againft her. The fudden communica-
tion of the news caufed an agitation of her whole
frame. She flew into a violent paffion, and, in
the agitation of her mind and body, fhe burft

# By permiffion of the Emprefs, one of the Ruffian eftates
purchaied by the Duchefs was calied Chudleigh ; and about
ten miles from this place, fhe built an Zun, for the reception
and accommodation of irangers. Here, a liquor, which
the Ruffians cali avatfeq, wasfold. It is made from barlsy,
mixed with certain plants, and, when diftilled, the fomes of
it are of the moft intoxicating kind, The project of the
Duchefs was, to have made the liquor on her own eftate, and
to have fupplied the Innwith it. The Ruffian names of hex
territory are, Willa and Acoff.

an
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an internal blood-veffel ; even this, however,
the appeared to have furmounted, until a few
days afterwards, on the morning of the 26th of
Auguft’; when, about to rife from her bed, a
fervant who had long been with her, endea-
voured at diffuafion. The Duchefs addreffed
her thus : ¢ I am not very well, but I wil/ rife.”
On a remonftrance being attempted, fhe faid,
¢ At your peril difobey me ; I will get up, and
¢¢ walk about the room. Ring for the Secre-
¢ tary to affift me,” She was obeyed, drefled,
and the Secretary entered the chamber. The
Duchefs then walked about; complained of
thirft, and faid, ¢ I could drink a glafs of my
¢ fine. Madeira, and eat a flice of toafted
¢ bread. I fhall be quite well afterwards;
¢ but let it be a large glafs of wine.” The at-
tendant reluftantly brought, and the Duchefs
drank the wine. She then faid, * I am per-
¢ fe@ly recovered ; I knew the Madeira would
¢ do me good. My heart feels oddly. I will
#¢ have another glafs.” The fervant here ob-
ferved, that fucha quantity of wine, drank in
the mqfning, might. intoxicate rather than be-
pefit.  The Duchefs perfifted in her orders, and
the fecond glafs of Madeira being produced,
fhe drank that alfo, and pronounced herfelf to
be charmingly indeed. She then walked. a little.
about the room, and afterwards faid, ¢ I will

) ¢« lay
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¢ lay on the couch, I can fleep, and after a
¢ fleep, 1fhall be entirely recovered.” Shefat
on the couch, a female having hold of each
hand. In this fituation, the foon appeared to
have fallen into a found fleep, until the woman
found her hands colder than ordinary ; an af-
fright enfued; other domeftics were rang for,
and the Duchefs was found to have expired, as
the wearled labourer finks into the arms of reft.

Thus died ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH,
aCtually Countefs of Briftol, and, by the cur-
tefy of foreign nations, ftyled DUCHESS of
KINGSTON. She wasa woman, the leading
features of whofe charaéter are more difcover-
able from a review of her condué, than from
any delineation in the power of the pen to give.
If the might be allowed to know herfelf, her
own defcription of the mutability of her nature,
thould pafs for the truth. Her words were
thefe : ¢ I fhould deteft myfelf, if I were tzvs
¢ bours in the fame temper.” What fhe faid, the
verified ; for fhe was alternately changing from
humour to humour. This inftability it was
which, in the early part of life, occafioned her
to be furrounded more with admirers, than
friends ; and from the hour of her conviétion,
to the moment of her death, fhe had not one
fricnd attached to her from a principle of cor-

dial
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dial efteem. The Emprefs of Ruffia was much
difpofed to favour her; but, after the novelty
of the meeting was over, there was even too
much of famenefs in the interviews with her
Majefty, to be endured. Thofe to whom the
Duchefs thewed any thing like fteadinefs, were
companions of her own feletion, and the was
ever fure to err moft grofsly in her choice. Her
benefits, and her friendfhips, were beftowed on
the unworthy. Of the latter affertion, the fol-
lowing anecdote is a proof:

In one of her peregrinations, the Duchefs
met witha perfon, habited as a pilgrim. His
figure was 2 good one. In his eye there was pe-
netration, and in the whole of his countenance
there was marked expreffion. He was much
inclined to cultivate an intimacy with.the Du-
ghefs ; but he rather chofe to correfpond, than
converfe with her. This arofe from a confci-
oufnefs of a brilliancy of ftyle of which he was
mafter ; and, inftantly perceiving how open to
‘flattery the lady was, he thought it could be
smore delicately conveyed in an epiftolary way.
He carried his point. Left her. Grace, when
the f’crohgly folicited him to remain with her.
The correfpondence commenced. The letters
teemed with profeflions of admiration of fo il-
luftrious a charater as the Duchefs, She was

more
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more than woman! The wonder of the age !
and deferving celebrity to the end of time !
This incenfe was the more acceptable, becaufe
offered by a total ftranger. Her Grace became
enamoured with the pilgrim, and, as there was
fomething of myftery in his manner and garb;
‘fhe was folicitous to have the whole explained.
This favour, however, was denied, and the only
‘thing which fhe could obtain was, an appoint-
‘ment to meet her at a future time. The cor-
refpondence, in ‘the interim, continued; and
the letrers werein the fame adulatory vein. The
appointed time arrived ; and the Duchef{, in-
ftead of a Pilgrim, met an Abbé. Tt then be-
came neceflary to throw the veil a little afide.
‘The ftranger gave an account of himfelf, and
thus'ranhis flory : That he was' by birth an
Albanian Prince. That he had travelled through
Europe, under different difcuifes, and had onvly
formed attachments withthe moft exalted pera
{onages. At Berlm, Prince Henry of Pruffia
had honoured him with his intimacy ; at Rome,
moft of the Cardinals were his familiars ; their
Neapolitan Majefties particularly _eﬁeémed him;
and with the Emperor of Germany, he was
moft intimate ! This ftyle was the very thing.
It operateci like a charm. The name of the
ftranger was required; and he announced his
travelling one to be ¢« WORTA.” Who

Worta
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Worta really was, the Duchefs never in-

quited. She took it on truft that he was a very
great man ; and as for his honefty, it was a
quality entirely out of the queftion. The dia«
mond box was exhibited to WORTA, and he
admired as the Duchefs directed. A ring of
value was prefented him, and he being a prince,
it was deemed very gracious in him to accept
it. At laft, the obje& in view was difclofed.
WORTA having fatisfied himfelf with the - vi-
fits he had made to the different Courts of the
reigning Powers, propofed returning to his own
country ; and could his bed be honoured with a
partner like the Duchefs, a {cene of connubial
felicity would be completed.  To this language:
the Duchefs liftened with infinite pleafure ;
and, had there not been an infurmountable ob-
ftacle, fhe actually would have given her hand
and fortune to an adventurer. This WORTA
very lately committed feveral forgeries in Hol-
land, and being apprehended, he difpatched
himfelf by a dofe of poifon*,

As

* WORTA, whoever he might be, was entitled to praife,
as a man of talents. During the conteft between Great Bri-
tain and America, he wrote feveral little pieces, in fupport

of what he termed ¢ The honourable caufe of les pauvres
P & Admerie
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‘As a contraft of this inftance of impofture,
and credulity, there was a 7eal Prince, who
made the Duchefs an offer of his hand, and
that after an attachment which had fubfifted
twenty years. On a vifit to the Court of Sax-
ony, the Duchefs firft met PRINCE RADZI-
VIL; an illuftrious perfonage, who had pre-
tenfions to the Crown of Poland *. This high
character lived in a ftyle of dignified {plendor,
which excited the admiration of thofe who knew
not the amount of his immenfe revenues. The
Duchefs, ftruck with the grandeur of his fate,
practifed every ingratiating art which might at-

¢ Americanes”” Befide this fubje®, there is a finall trac
by WORTA, entitled, *“ L’Horofcope Politigue,” 1In this
he extols the character of Prince Henry of Pruffia, whom
he ftyles his dear and intimate friend. There is alfo another
{mall produdtion, containing a feleCtion of Poetic Pieces,
profefledly tranflated from a Turkith author, but really
written by Worta., His language, in profe, is energetic
in the extreme ; in poetry, it is mellifluous, and full of
tendernefs. He had certainly ftrong feclings, and a very
fuperior underflanding. To each of his publications, there
is an engraving of himfelf prefixed, which is encircled by
ftars, and rays, from a fmall reprefented fun, darting on the
top of his head, He was, altogether, a moil extracrdinary
charalter.

* This illuftrious Pole is now living, and about fixty-
five years of age,

tract
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tra&t efteem. In this, fhe proved fo fuceefsful,
as to engage the heart of the Prince in her fa-
vour. 'This was all the wanted ; for, the con-
fequences of the engagement were, magnificent
-prefents, and a correfpondence carried on, dur-
ing a fucceffion of years, When the Duchefs
was about to make a fecond vifit to Peterfburgh,
propofing to travel thither by land, fhe figni-
fied, in a letter to Prixce Rapzivir, her
intention of taking his dominions in her route.
The Prince, the force of whofe affection had
not been abated by time, received the determi-
nation as an announcement of his approaching
happinefs, The place of meeting was fixed,
and, as there was fomething fingularly roman-
tic in the ftyle in which the interview was con-
ducted, a defcription of it, as detailed by afo-
reign gentleman, who was of the party, may
ROt prove unentertaining to the reader.

BER{ E, awviilage in a duchy belenging to
Prince Rapzivir, was affigned for the ren-
dezvous. It is fituated about forty miles from
Riga. 'The Duchefs being there arrived, was
waited on by an officer in the retinue of the
Prince, who was commiffioned to inform her
Grace, that his mafter propofed to difpenfe
with the ceremonials of rank, and vifit heras a
friend. The next morning was the time {peci-

P2 fied
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fied for this vifit taking place. In the interim,
the Duchefs was entreated to permit herfelf tq
be efcorted to an hotel, ten miles diftant, whi-
ther the Prince had difpatched his own cooks,
and other attendants, to wait on her Grace,
The next morning, the vifiz, without ceremony,
took place, and thus was it conducted. Prince
RADZIVIL came with forty carriages, each
drawn by fix horfes ; and the different vehicles
contained his nieces, the ladies of his principas
lity, and other illuftrious charaéters. In addi-
tioﬁ to thefe, there were fix hundred horfes led
in train, a thoufand dogs, and feveral boars ; a
"guard of, Huffars, completed the fuite. Such
an aflemblage, in a country furrounded by
wood, gave an air of romance to the interview,
which was fill more heightened by the manner
in which the Prince contrived to amufe his
female gueft. He made two feafts, and they
were ordered in the followmg ftyle. The Prince
had caufed 2 village to be ereed, confifting
of forty houfes, all of wood, and fancifully
‘decorated with ]eaves and branches. Thefe
houfes formed a cucle ; in the middle of which,
three fpacious rooms were ereé’ced one for the
Punce, a fccond for his fuite, and the third for
the repaft, Entermg the village, in the way
fo the rooms, all the houfés were fhut, and
the inhabitants appeared to have retired to reft.
The
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The entertainment, at the raoms, opened with
fplendid fireworks, on an adjoining piece of . wa-
ter,.and two veflels, encountered each other.in
a mock engagement, .The, feaft, fucceeded.—
Every thing was ferved on plate, and fumptu-
.ous were the ‘dithes, The- Duchefs, who was
‘fafcinated . by .a reception fo fuperb, entered
with all the exhilaration of fpirits into the fefti-
wity ofthe evening ;. and -amufed the company
with the following fong :

¢ DANS mon petit reduit,
¢ Jevis a mon aife,

¢ Je nai qu’une table, et un li,
[ Un verre, et une chaife.

¢t Mais je m%en fert chaque joury

¢ Pour careffer. tour, 4 tour,

¢ Ma peinte et ma mie au guet,
“ Ma peinte et ma mie.”

The feaft. being ended, Prince Rapziviw
condycted . the Duchefs to the village, the
houfes of which were thut before, and on a fud-
den they were converted into forty open fhops,
brilliantly decorated, and containing the richeft
commodities of different kinds. From thefe
fhops the Prince felected a variety of articles,
and prefented them to the Duchefs. A mag-
nificent topaz, rings, boxes, trinkets.of all
' ) ’ deferip,,
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defcriptions, compofed the gifts *. The com.
pany then returned to the rooms, which were
thrown into one, and a ball was opened by
Prince Radzivil and the Duchefs. The minuets
and dances being concluded, the Company
quitted the ball-room, and in an inflant it was
in a blaze; combuflible matter having been
previeufly difpofed throughout every part of the
building. The people of the village were feen
dancing round the fire. This entertainment,
which is unexaggerated in the defcription, was
fuppofed to have coft Prince Rapzivir, at a
moderate computation, five thoufand pounds.

His Highnefs ended not here. At a coun-
try feat, ten miles from Niceiffuis, hisfavourite
town, he gave a fecond feaft to the Duchefs.
This feaft was followed by a boar hunt; for
the purpofe of which, his dogs had been
brought. The hunt was in a wocd, at night,
A regiment of Huffars, with lighted torches
in their hands, formed a circle; within which
were hunt{men, alfo with torches. The boar,
thus furrounded by fire, was intimidated, and,
after the ufwal fport, he fell 2 vi&kim to his

* The Duchefs, through life, had been accuftomed to
receive prefents ; and, a great part of her perfonal property
was acquired in this mannet, i

purfuers.
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purfuers. At this hunt attended a numerous
party of the Polith nobility. During fourteen
days, the time of the Duchefs’s continuance
with Prince Radzivil, the dined and flept in
different houfes belonging to the Prince. As
the retinue moved from place to place, they, on
every third or fourth day, met a camp, formed
of the Prince’s own guard. Travelling at
night from Niceiffuis, the roads were illumi-
nated ; guards accompanied as efcorts, and, on
the arrival of the Duchefs, at the different
towns belonging to the duchy of the Prince,
the Magiftrates waited on her with their gratu-
lations, and the cannon were fired. Here was
tranfporting fatisfaction! and yet, fuch was
the oddity of the Duchefs, fo unique was the
in characer, mind, and feeling, that, at the
moment of her being complimented with a fex
de joye, the only thus exprefled her fentiments
of the princely treatment: ¢« He may fire as
¢ much as he pleafes, but he fhall not hit my
¢« mark!” Thefe were her own words; the
commentary on them is obvious.

Befide this extraordinary difplay of mag-
nificence, the Duchefs, guring her refidence in
Poland, had alfo the honour to be entertained
.by one of the firft characters in the theatre of

the
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the world. This was COUNT OGINSK1#; of
whom the late King of Pruffia had fo exilted an
opinion, that he difpatched a letter to him, with
the following “fuperfcribed orders: ¢ This is
« to be forwarded to the Ornament of Human
€ Natyre!” Such a compliment, from a So-
vereign who was not eafily miftaken in charac-
ters, muft have been highly flattering. But it
did not exceed the merits of the Couxnt; he
was great, - in every fenfe of the word. Befide
being the munificent rewarder of talents, and
the univerfal fuccourer of the diftrefled, his
accomplifhiments were of the moft e‘ndearingi
kind. At a concert which he gave the Duchefs,
he performed on fix different inftruments. His
eftablifiment for mufical entertainments coft’
bim ffty thoufand ducats a year ; about twenty-
five thoufand pounds of our money. He had a’
theatre, in which plays, in the French, German,
and Polifh languages, were acted. Horfes he’
had from the remoteft countries ; one, which
he thewed the Duchefs, was brought him from
Jerufalem. With Lours the XVih he had
lived on terms of intimacy, refiding nine years
at the Court of France. He painted-inimita-
bly; and, among®other articles, the Duchefs

¥ Count Oginfti is now alive, and univerfally revered.

faw
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faw a piece of his execution, which originated
from the following incidenit : Louis the XVth'
and the Count were walking in a garden, and
the French Monarch broke off a branch of an
apple-tree, in high bloflom, and throwing it
at the Count, he faid, * Ogrysxi, you muft
¢ paint that for me.” The Count obeyed ; and
the demife of the King happening before the
pi¢ture was finithed, it remained in the poflef-
fion of the Count. At the manfion of this
Nobleman, the Duchefs continued a few days ;
and Prince RapziviL accompanying her
there, an emulation feemed to prevail who moft
dhould thew her a marked attention®. She was,

however,

% For the uncommon kibdnefs fhewn the Duchefs by
Prince Radzivil, fhe profeffed the greateft gratitude. A pa-
triarchal age of thankfulnefs would not be long enough to
difcharge the obligation! At Peterfburgh, an opportunity
occurred of making a partial return for the favours received.
It was as follows

A favourite siece of Prince Radzivil married an officer in
the Ruffian fervice, with whom fhe had fallenin love. To
obtain his promotion in the army, the happy pair (for the
happinefs of reciprocal affetion was their lot) went to Pe-
terfburgh, ande ther the hufband loft, at play, about feven
thoufand pounds, one thoufand of which he paid; but,

Q diftrefled
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however, fhackled, as it were, in mind. There
was famenefs even in princely fplendor; and
famenefs to her was ever difgufting. An Aven-
turier, like WORTA, could have fucceeded,
where a Prince like RADZIVIL failed of his
point ¥, The one was a fixed,the other an ec-
centric charader; and eccentricity, in every
variation of form or action, accorded moft for-
cibly with her feelings.

diftrefled for the remainder of the fum, the niece of
Prince Radzivil folicited the Duchefs for a loan to the
amount ; which fhe abfolutely refufed, pleading diftrefs ;
although fhe abounded in money, and was in high credit.

* Tn fo heterogeneous a charatter as that of the lady who
I the fubject of this detail, it is difficult to diferrminate the
propentfities, and pronounce how far they are influenced by
any genuine motive, or paflion. The Duchefs had an ap-
parent attachment to a Polith Bithop, the Bibop of Wilra.
She alfo, when at Rome, difcovered fomething more than,
friendfhip for the Patriarch of Ferufalem. The Bithop of
Wilna firft faw the Duchefs at Rome. He is a moft amiable
character ; but perhaps it was more the vanity of inconfiften-
cy, than any real afte@tion, which actuated the Duchefs in
her apparent tendernefs. To contemn the offers of Prince
Radzivil, whom fhe actually might have married, and have
had the iofs of her fortune abundantly compenfated, and to
defire an u