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FRENCH EDITORs

P R E F A C E

THE letters which compofe this collection
were found [cattered among papers, on va-
rious fubjects, of a traveller who died Iaft
year, in the remote parts of Germa_nj, at
Jome unknown village. They not only con-
tain a great number of curious falls, thdt
relate to the death of FErederick the Great,
and the beginning of the reign of bis fucceffor,
but portraits alfo of the principal perfons fill
in power at the court of Berlin, as faithfully
as they are forcibly depicted, if we may be-
lieve the moft indubitable of witneffes, time,
which bas confirmed the greateft part of the
predictions of the author of thefe letters.

We bave [uppofed a collettion like this,
valuable as it is in itfelf, is peculiarly fo at
this moment. The agitation of the North,
the circumflances which have given the court
of Berlin an influence fo unforefeen, and fo

‘Vor.L A pro-
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prodigious, the very great meceffity there is
that France fhould take a part in the form:-
dable contentions on which the fate of Ger-
many depends, in finey the probability that
the French States General will demand infor-
mation from government, relative to the al-
liances and political engagements of the na-
tion, though it awere only to determine on
poffible ceconomy, and neceffary expences, awhich
determination fuppofes a wvery fevere enguiry
into the motives for diminifbing or augment-
ing the army, thefe feverally concur to render
thofe opinions interefting which may and ought
to altuate the French, either fo fupport the

Auftrian [yfiem or to defend the freedom of
Germany.

TRANS-



TRANSLATOR:S

P R EF A C E

HAVING thought the following woik
deferving the trouble of tranflation, and
worthy to be known, both by thofe who
with to ftudy the human heart and thofe
who intereft themfelves concemmg that
fpecies of occupation, among men, which
is dignified with the title of the Science of
Politics, I thall, for the better informa-
tion of the reader, give a fhort account of
the book and of its author, as far as re-
Iates to the fubje& in queftion.

That the author is Count Mirabeau no
perfon at prefent doubts. The circulatory
letter (2) he himfelf has fent, to the va-
rious Gazettes of Europe, with a pretend-
ed renunciation of the book, is equivalent

(4) Voyez—Le-Courier de Londres, du 18 Mars,

1789.
A2 to
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to an avowal of being himfelf theqwriter.
He is or lately has been canvafling in Pro-
vence, to be returned a member of the
States General ; and, whether he imagined
the' difgrace which fome would annex to
fuch a publication might injure his elec-
tion, whether he himfelf has the weaknefs
to blufh at what ought to have been an
act of deliberation or ought not to have
been acted, or whether he be compelled to
aid {fome artifice of politics, for politics has
many an artifice that furpafles all under-
ftanding, it is difficult to determine. If
Count Mirabeau publithed his book from
motives either of petty vanity, petty re-
venge, ol to ferve any other equally petty
purpole, that he fhould then be afhamed
would but be natural.  But, if he had the
nobler intention of teaching mankind how
to judge, and confequently how to beware,
of courts, and the poor fubtleties of men
who with to govern the world b
;:lnﬁgfad of juftice (I fay of juftice,
1s the fum a

y cunning
for juftice
nd fubftance of all the virtues,
and whatever is pot juftice is either vice
or folly) if he wifhed to teach the com-

prehenfive
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prehenfive mind the true art of governing,
by giving examples of the falfe; if he were
defirous to expand the wings of wifdom,
and aid in diffufing happinefs over the
earth, his letter and his bluthes, if blufh
he does, are his difgrace. True it is that
the work itfelf proves him to be an une-
qual man ; frequently capable of defpifing
what is defpicable, yet fometimes alike ca-
pable of prattifing what he defpifes 5 occa-
fionally with views fo independent, digni-
fied, and comprehenfive, as to enforce ad-
miration and applaufe ; at others difplay-
ing vanity, forming fchemes, and ftooping
to arts, that excite pity and difguft. But
men even of great talents are generally
incongruous, paradoxical: few only are
uniform in fuperior wifdom, and Count
Mirabeau is not yet one of thofe few. His
book 1s notwithftanding an extraordinary
and Inftruéive performance.

This book has been what is called con-
demned by the laws, in France; had its
funeral oration pronounced, by the King’s
advocate, M. Seguier ; and been honour-
ably burnt, by the common hangman.

A3 Yes,
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Yes, honourably ; for no.book which was
in itfelf mﬁvmﬁcant ever yet attained that
diftinction.

It appears fomewhat snigmatical that
the King’s advocate and the parhament of
Paris {hould with [uch facility take it for
granted, as in the fentence pronounced
againft the work they do, that the letters
are written by Nobody, and that this No-
body is dead, becaufe it is {o affirmed in
the title page. There is great reafon to
imagine they would have been fomewhat
more difficult of belief, had not their creed
been compofed according to fome of thofe
very fcientific political artifices which have
before been glanced at.  The court knew,
the miniftry knew, the advocate knew, the
parliament knew, that Count Mirabeay
had refided at Berlin, at the period cor-
refponding to the date of the letters, and
in the capacity the letters themfelves de-
feribe; that his vifits had been encouraged
by Prince Henry and his party, with whom
he bad lived in intimacy; and that he
had written the two memorials to be found
at the beginning of the firt and the end

8 of
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of the fecond volume, and the Hifoire de
Ja Monarchie Pruffienne. The laft memo-
rial and the hiftory, which are frequently
referred to in the work, had for fome time
paft been publithed with his name. Yet
the advocate Seguier and the parliament
were ignorant who was the author of the
letters. Nay they did not fo much as
know by whom they were printed or pub-
Iifhed. Neither author, printer, nor place
of fale, fay they in their arret, is named—
in thetitle page. Ignorance fo convenient
explains itfelf. The whole political voca=
bulary rifes to view. Alliance! Holland!
Englith influence! Ballance of power!
France! The Emperor! Ruffia and Den-
mark ! Sweden and Turkey! Pruffia and
Poland |—AIll ideas in a train, with the
politician ; which unfortunately is at pre-
fent but another word for ftatefman.

The advocate informs the parliament,
.and the world, ¢ that the fhort fpace of
¢ time included in the Secret Correfpon-
‘¢ dence was productive of events intereft-
“ing to the politics of all courts; that
« the pretended traveller (that is to fay

A g “ Count
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¢ Count Mirabcau) repaired thither to in-
« finuate himfelf into the confidence of
« the great; catch the fugitive fecrets of
« converfation ; watch the progrefs of
« courtiers, amidft the anxietics agita-
« tions and fudden changes of a new
“ reign ; take the thoughts of minifters
“ by furprize ; divine the wifhes of ambi-
¢ tion; difcover the cabals of party; and
¢ penetrate the intrigues of a court which
“ was foon to be acted upon by engines
¢« fuch as had there been long unknown.
* Far from being fufpeéted, this traveller
¢ obtained the confidence of all. Princes
¢« treated him with kindnefs; minifters
““ opened him their cabinets;” the great
admitted him to their foclety ; and the
veil of politics was rent, that he might
¢ fee (6).” Though the learned advocate
confcientioufly condemned the book to
the flames, he did not feem willing to
njure its fale. He had juft before told
his auditors—¢ The French are a polite

~

[44

<«

(¢) Voyez—L’Arret de la Cour de Parlement, du
1o Fev. 1789. A Paris. chee Nyon,

« people,
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‘ people, who captivate by their acute-
‘¢ nefs of underftanding and compaffion of
¢ heart.” |

Still however M. Seguier declaims againft
the 7/legitimate liberty of the prefs, and la-
ments to fee his country at prefent < over-
““run by anonymous papers, feditious
¢« pamphlets, and {candalous writings.
‘¢ Services, dignities, and rank, are no
¢ longer refpected.. Powers, potentates,
< and .crowned heads themfelvesy are be~
¢ come objects of derifion and fatyr.”

It 1s time that the jargon of ignorance
and the cant of tyranny fhould ceafe. Mi-
nifters and potentates are thofe into whofe
attions the moft unreftrained, the moft
rigorous enquiry ought to be made. At
the moment they ‘accept offices, of fuch
infinite fuch awful importance, they na-
turally fubject themfelves to a fcrutiny
equally important, equally awful, equally
unlimitted. Their lives, like great and
well-regulated cities, fhould never be fuf-
fered to be in the dark. All fhould be
illumination ! No obfcure corner, in which
vice may lurk. No unfwept finuofity, the

offence



[ xiv ]

offence of which is perpetuated becaufe ail
are forbidden to rake it away. 'The Prince
on his throne, like his ftatue on its pe-
deftal, is plaeed there to be infpected, and
have judgment pronounced upon the er-
rors, or perfections, it may exhibit.—The
fimile is painfully, 1s infufferably, beneath
the fubject ; for, on the dead refemblance,
curiofity only exerciles its faculties ; but
with the living man is combined good or
evil of magnitude furpafling all compari-
fon. Where, who, is the individual whofe
pleafure or whofe peace {hould be prefer-
red to the welfare of millions ? Is it poffi-
‘ble laws fhould exift that prohibit the
‘publication of truths, or even of furmifes,
an which the prefent and the future fate
of nations is involved ?

To demonftrate the abfurdity of fuch

laws, fuch opinions, were a tatk fit only
for a child.



ON THE

PRESENT POLITICAL STATE OF
EUROPE (c).

Fune 2d, 1786.

TH E laft moments of the King of
Pruffia approach ; perhaps, while I write
he dies ; it is impoffible he fhould live two
months : with him the key-ftone that im-
parts firmnefs to the grand political fabric
of Europe will drop to the ground. Ap-
pearances all forebode war.

The Emperor has, from vanity, very
recently engaged #zo feel the new King of
Pruffia, as foon as he fhall afcend the
throne.—70 jfeel was his phrafe— To
«“ abrogate the crying ufurpation which

(¢) None of the fucceeding papers were arranged in
order among the manufcripts of the traveller ; but the
date of this is antecedent to all the difpatches that were
the refult of a journey which feems, in part, to have
been determined on in confequence of reading the fol-
lowing memorial,

¢ has
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« has wrefted Silefia from the auguft houfe
« of Auftria.”—This is the given word at
which all his writers rally.

The Emperor has little money ; but he
has four hundred thoufand foldiers, fome
officers, and the fatal power of whelming
every individual of his fubjects in the de-
ftructive gulph of war. All his engage-
ments, public and private, with the Em-
prefs of Ruffia, tend to realize and cement
the ortental fyftem, which is become the
ruling paffion of Catherine 1I, and the
fafety, hope, and afylum of Potemkin (d).
The Emperor will not abandon this fyf-
“tem, except for the invafion of Italy (which
would be more difaftrous to France than
even the difmemberment of European Tur-
key) or for the overthrow of Germany,
which would deftroy the balance of power
in Europe. Whichever plan he may chufe,
his native turbulence and gigantic projelts
will produce difcord, terror, and confufion.
Thefe are his proper elements.

(d) Of the dangerous power of this Prince the fuc-
ceeding letters fpeak more fully. T.

Whether
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Whether he will or will not be prevent-
ed by Frederick William is a queftion in-
decided. The prefervation of the Germa-
nic liberties, now ferioufly menaced, will
be a {pecious pretext for prefent attack ;
though the King of Pruffia thould here-
after with to become their inveterate op-.
preffor. But his perfonal fafety is ftill a
more immediate motive ; fince the wvaft.
plans of the Emperor, who has Ruffia for
his accomplice, the expiring republic of
Poland, the wrongs endured by Courland,
our fecret alliance, &c. &c. feem to en-
danger his political exiftence. In fine,
other confiderations out of the queftion, it
is difficult to conceive he fhould not be
tempted to try his itrength, againft a rival
from whom he has received perfonal in-
fults. - Frederick William II. will find more
than three hundred millions in his trea-
fury ; two hundred thoufand men, who
beyond all competition form the beft army
in Europe; and the greateft General liv-
ing, who has as much influence in
peace as in war, and who may be in

hafte

\



T xviil ]
hafte to gather laurels to bind his down
brows (e).

Frederick William is diffatisfied with
France. He fears her tardinefs, her de-
lays, her tergiverfation ; in a word he
fears all which we denominate prudence
and wifdom, which elfewhere are called
jgnorance or perfidy. He adores his
fifter (f) and is enraged at the manner
in which we treat his brother-in-law.
The difturbances in Holland will particu-
larly influence the beginning of his reign,
his heart, his mind, and his projeéts.

He is ftudied, watched, and furrounded
by the Englifh ; who will goad, inflame,
and intoxicate him, that he may difturb
the peace of the continent, and that they
may find opportunity of revenge. That
they are preparing for this purpofe cannot
be concealed. One hundred and fifteen

(¢) We cannot determine whether Prince Henry or
the Duke of Brunfwick be here alluded to ; the military
merit of both was indifputable ; but of the political in-
fluence of the firft, if he be meant, we fhall find the
author foon changed his opinion. T.

(f) The confort of the Stadtholder, T.
fhips
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thips in commiffion (g) ; a confiderable in+
creafe of revenue ; provifions for new and
immenfe loans; a finking fund very pro-
per to favour thefé loans ; the inexhaufti-
ble hopes arifing from their commutation
act; credit fo great that their three per
cents, which conftitute the principal part
of their funded debt, and which amount
to not lefs than five thoufand millions of
livres (two hundred millions fterling) have
fo highly increafed in value that the price
of ftocks has, within eight months, gradu-
ally rifen from fifty-feven to feventy-four;
the trial of Haftings, which will regain
them the confidence of the Eaft; the
weaknefs, the nullity of their enemies in
that country, which fhowers gold upon
them and drains a confiderable part of our
wealth ; the general conflagration which
is ready to burft out in Europe; the un-
extinguifhable flames of Holland, whofe
foreign commerce is the only rivalfhip
they have to dread, and whofe people,

(¢g) The author does not furely underftand the term
en commiffion, or he rather fpeaks of cutters than fhips
of the line, of whieh he v,appa.rg;nt,‘ly ameans to fpeak. T.

foon.
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foon or late, muft become their allies, or
fall their vitims; their increafing friend- -
thip with Ruffia, where they enjoy almoft
an exclufive monopoly of naval f{tores;
the rumors that are {pread concerning the
deplorable ftate of our finances; all thefe
circumftances difpofe the Englifh to war.
The King perhaps is the only man in
England who is not defirous of a quarrel;
and he, obflinate as he is by nature, and
more ambitious than would be fuppofed
by thofe who have not ftudied him, may
not fear 1t fo much as his interefts and
family connexions might lead us to fup-
pofe. In any cafe he will rather volun-
tarily go to war than be forced upon it by
the oppofition.

Such is the prefent crifis by which the
peace of Europe is thxeatened —What
have we to oppofe ?

We are in immediate want of more than
two hundred and forty millions (ten mil-
lions fterling) ; our expenditure exceeds
our receipt fixty millions () (two millions

and

(k) The reader will remember this memorial was
written in June 1786, when that abyfs #he deficit, whith
indeed
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and a half fterling) if, as has been folemn-
ly promifed, the third twentieth is to be
fupprefled ; thirty-eight if the outrage
fhould be committed on public faith to
renew this dreadful tax (7); our royal
funds funken in the extreme; ftock-
jobbing ruining Paris, and Paris impo-
verifhing the kingdom ;- the people drain-
ed and difcontented ; commerce vexed and
difcouraged ; difunion at home, difcredit
abroad ; our navy difmantled and incapa-
ble of being equipped, fhould misfortune
come ; our troops incompleat, and indu-
bitably the worft among the good ; a Spa-
nith alliance by which we have been con-
tinually thwarted in our operations; a
{ufpicious amity with the Dutch, which
will be the readieft fire-brand of war ;
another with Swiflerland, who trémbles
for herfelf, and perhaps becaufe of France,

indeed good citizens ought to regard as the treafure of
the ftate, far from being known, was fcarcely cona
jeltured.

(i) The French reads—* fhould the outrage not be
« committed, &c.”—This is furely an error of the
prefs, for it includes an abfurdity. T.

Vor. L. a on
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on which fhe has only a precarious and
timid dependance; a conneftion with the
King of Sardinia, who has partly regarded
us as fecret enemies fince our hefitating to
guaranty his ftates, and who at prefent
can have no other ambition than that of
preferving his exiftence ; not a friend in
Germany, where we have infpired univer-
fal diftruft ; the utmoft ignorance of the
defigns of our enemies ; the molt inactive
corps diplomatique in Europe, although the
beft paid ;—in a word, ours is a body-
politic in that fatal ftate of decay which
denies the ability either to make war or to
maintain peace.

True it is that France, where nature
does every thing in government’s defpite,
a kingdom inexhauftible in men and mo-
mey, if the one be but feebly folicited and
the other fet in motion—France prefents
thoufands of refources. But we cannot
too haftily reverfe the fatal fyftem into
which we are fallen ; or too altively take
meafures to obtain certain nformation,
and to try the poflibility of a ferious and
lafting alliance with England, formed on

g a com-
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a commercial treaty, which, however ad-
vantageous it may appear to the Englifh,
will never make them any thing more than
our carriers ; an alliance offenfive and de-
fenfive, to which Pruffia fhould accede,
for the fole purpofe (formally declared) of
guarantying to each power its refpective
pofleflions.

But, if we are determined not to depart
from the beaten track, by cffe@ing a revo-
" lution fo {fublime, which fhould afcertain
the peace of the world (%), and the only

difficulty

(#) A curious pamphlet has lately appeared, written
by Sir John Dalrymple, in which Europe is parcelled
out with as much facility as a boy would break up a
diffeéted map; without any regard to the pretended
claims of her Princes, or the real claims of her people.
She is not advifed to purfue fuch means as, by the ac-
complifhment of univerfal freedom, fhould teach her
millions individually to feel and a& like men; and
thus, by imparting a furcreafe fo immenfe to the mafs
of mind, fhould add an energy, an expanfion almoft
miraculous, to wifdom, confequently to virtue; and
fhould condu& mankind to that ftate of perfection of
which they are capable, and at which, if not impeded
by the convulfions of nature and the fhock of worlds,
though flowly, they muft ultimately arrive.~~No; in
the true fpirit of a legation fecretary, thofe unfortunate

members
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difficulty to the accomplifhment of which
lies probably in the pufillanimity that fears
to make the attempt, if fo, is it not time
to prepare for, though it were but to re-
tard, war ? Ought we not efpecially to
arm in the Indies ; where we and our
allies are in momentary danger of receiv-
ing a death blow, unwarned by the fmalleft
threatening appearance ! To{um up allin
a word, ought we not to reftore and invi-
gorate our affairs, foreign and domeftic ?

members of fociety entitled Sovereigns are encouraged
in the damnable herefy of imagining this or that coun-
try is really their property ; when they fhould inceflant-
ly be taught that the power which the imagined policy
and the wretched prejudices of men have entrufted to
their caprice, inftead of to the laws, ought to be ex-
erted to convince thofe who are called their fubje&s of
their error, and to induce, to entreat, nay to enforce
them to refume their rights. How pitiable is it that
men of the pureft reQitude of heart, and with the moft
ardent defire to effe¢t public good, fhould write, on
fubjects they are either incapable of comprehending, or,
with crude, premature, and defiructive principles. T.



THE

SECRET HISTORY

®F THE

COQURT ofr BERLIN.

LETTER L (a)

SIR, Fuly 5th, 1786.

I HAVE the honour to write to you by
the firft poft, to inform you that the
Berlin mail, for which I waited before I
‘would enter my carriage, has brought me

(a) This letter is evidently addrefled to a Minifter,
who had given the traveller fome fecret commiflion to
execute. It feems evident to us that this Minifter was
Mzr. de Calonne ; and the following letter is extremely
curious, as it leads to prove that, from the beginning
of the year 1786, Mr. de Calonne was determined on
the aflembly of the Notables ; whom he convoked and
dire&ted, in 1787, with fo much perilous and fatal
_precipitation.

You. I. | B ne
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no letter. It is poflible, but not proba-
ble, that the letter of my correfpondent
has been fent too late for the poft. Itis
alfo poflible, and very likely, nay, if the
Count de Vergennes has received no in-
telligence it is almoft certain, that the
great event either approaches or is paft;
for T hold it as infallible, that when death
becomes inevitable the couriers will be
ftopped. 'This, Sir, deeply engages my
attention, and I fhall haften with all ex-
pedition to Brunfwick, where I fhall gain
certain information ;—there I fhall remain
feveral days if the King is living.

I have at prefent only to add, I fhall
think no labour time or trouble too great,
if I can but ferve you, Sir, and the caufe
of the public * % % % % %
£ %k % kK %k Ok B % %
L R T

I fhall not repeét any of our conver-
fations, but fhall take the liberty. to offer \
you my advice, folely founded on my per-
fonal attachment ; of which you cannot
doubt, fince, independani of that amiable
feduction which you exercife with power

{o
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fo irrefiftible, our interefts are the fame.
The torrent of your affairs, the ativity
of cabals, the efforts of every kind which
you fo prodigally are obliged to make,
render it impoffible that you fhould your-
felf clafs and arrange the grand projeés
which your genius has brought to matu-
rity, and which are ready to bud and
bloom. You have teftified fome regret
that I, for the prefent, declined perform-
ing this office for you. Permit me there-
fore, Sir, to name a perfon, who is in
every refpe¢t worthy of this mark of your
confidence. '

The Abbé de P*¥%%  to confummate
and pracical abilities, joins profound cir-
cumfpection and inviolavle fecrecy.  You
never can felet a man more to be de-
pended upon ; or one who will with more
" fervent piety bow before the fhrine of gra-
titude and friendthip'; who wil! be more
anxioufly aétive in good, lefs covetous of
others fame, or one with {uperior con-
vition that fame is juftly due to him,
only, who has the power to conceive and

the fortitude to execute, )
B2 He
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He poflefles another advantage. His
afcendancy over P¥*#%% repreffes the de-
fe@s of the latter, which have been fo
defcribed to you as to infpire fears, and
fets all his great qualities and uncommon
talents, which daily become more neceffary
to you, in aftion, Thereis no man who
can guide and rule Mr. P¥¥*¥ Jike the
Abbé de P***¥ who will momentarily
become more valuable to you the better
to effe¢t a grand money meafure, without
which no other meafures can be effected.
You may confide that delicate bufinefs to
the Abbé de P****, which, efpecially in
ithe prefent moment, ought not to be truft-
ed to clerks. The noble, the enlightened,
the civic project of drawing inferences from
the numerous falfe ftatements that infeft
the accounts of minifters (and which,
being compared to the true ftatements,
caufed, or rather obliged, the King to de-
termine that decifive meafures fhould give
France a national credit, and confequent-
ly a legal conflitution) cannot be better
realifed than by the joint labours of thefe
two perfons. One of them has long been

devoted
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devoted to you; and the other will be,
whenever any fingle act of benevolence
fthall excite his emulation. Condefcend
to believe, Sir, that you cannot aét more
to your own intereft.

I was defirous of writing thus to night,
becaufe it would neither be delicate nor
decent for the perfon interefted to read
what I have written ; and this letter is
the laft you will receive, that muft not
pafs through the hands of a third perfon.
My attachment, Sir, to you, and your
fame, induces me to hope you will place
fome confidence in this counfel, 'if I may
{o venture to call it; and that it will not
be ranked among the leaft of the proofs of
the moft devoted refpeét with which I
am, &c,
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LETTER IL

Brunfwick, Fuly 12thy 1786.

TH AT the King is very ill is very cer-
tain ; but he is not at the point of death.
Zimmermann, the famous Hanoverian
phyfician, whom he fent for, has declared
that, if he would be careful, he might
ftill live; but he is incorrigible, on the
article of abftinence. He ftill mounts his
horfe, and he even trotted fifty paces, fome
days fince, with a man on. each fide of
him; but it is neverthelefs true that he
has the drbpfy; and, in reality, he has
not been any better fince my departure.

I fhall not fee the reigning Duke of
Brunfwick bcfore this evening: he is in
the country. He has powerfully fupport-
ed the eleGtion which the Chapters of Hil-
defheim and Paderborn have lately made
of a coadjutor. Mu. Furftemberg has been
ele€tud,  Vienna caballed exceedingly in
favour of the Arch-Duke Maximilian. It
appears that the Duke wifhes to promote

peace,
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peace, fince he endeavours, by every means,
to ftrengthen the Germanic Confederation,
which certainly has that only for its end,
though the means may give room for re-
fletion. I have my reafons for being of
that opinion, which I fhall explain on
fome other occafion. To-day I am at the
mercy of the courier.

Parties are very bufy at Berlin ; efpe-
cially that of Prince Henry, who is eter-
nally eager, without well knowing what
he withes. Butall is filence in the King’s
prefence ; he ftill is King, and fo will re-

main to the laft moment * * % %
X % % % ¥ % % % ® %

% % % % % x % % % %
* % % %

As the immediate death of the King is
not expefted, I fhall continue at Brunf-
wick fome days, in order to prepare him
for my return (much more premature than
I had announced) and that I may more
nearly ftudy the Duke.

‘The coinage continues to be an object
of contention, and exaggerated difcredit.
I think it would be of ufe to publith apo-

B 4 logetic
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logetic reafons concerning the gold cain,
confefling its too high rate; (for where-
fore deny that which is demonftrated ?)
and juftificatory proofs, relative to the fil-
ver, the crowns of fixty-nine, and thofe
fince 1784, ftill remaining prohibited.

You no doubt know that the Duke,
Louis of Brunfwick (4), has quitted Aix-
la-Chapelle, and is retired to Eifenach.
The troubles of that petty republic may
perhaps explain his retreat ; but thefe do
not feem to me fufficient motives for his
new abode, and for this fingle reafon, that
the Dutchefs of Weymar is his niece.

(#) Not the reigning Duke of Brunfwick, juft be-
fore mentioned, but his uncle, the late prime minifter
of the Stadtholder ; or rather the late effe@ive x{_"egept of
the United Pfovinceg,, T,

LET-
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LETTER II,

Suly 14thy 1786,

IDined and fupped yefterday with the
Duke. When we rofe from table, after
dinner, he took me afide to the window,
where we converfed for about two hours,
with much referve at firft, on his part,
afterward with more opennefs, and at
laft with an evident defire to be thought
fincere.

An expreffion of efteem for the Count
de Vergennes, and fear for his approach-
ing retreat, gave occafion to this private
converfation, ‘The expreffion alluded to
was immediately followed by the queftion
(which was afked in a tone of affected in-
difference, and betrayed a very ftrong de-
gree of curiofity)—‘ No doubt M. de
¢« Bre** will be his fucceffor ?” The
Dutchefs was of our party. I anfwered,
lowering my voice, but articulating with
great firmngfs—* I hope and believe not.”

—It
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~It was after I had faid this that he led
me to the window, at the far end of the
apartment. He prefently began to con-
verfe, with all the energy of which his
flownefs and native dignity admit, of the
inquictude which the Germanic body could
not avoid feeling, fhould M. de Bre*¥,
who was at the head of the Auftrian party,
and who has long been a fervant and
friend of the cabinet of Vienna, fucceed
to the place of firft minifter.

I replied (fpeaking of the Count de Ver- -
gennes with every refpe@, and of the ge-
nerous and pacific intentions of the King
with great confidence) that, fhould the
-Count de Vergennes retire, it would pro-
bably be of his own free will; and that no
one would have greater influence than
himfelf in the choice of his fucceflor ; that
confequently, whether he remained in of-
fice or went out, the firft minifter would
not be of the Auftrian party; and, though
moft afluredly the probity of the King,
and tl.e moral of his politics, would con-
, tinue to render the conneftions between
the courts of Vienna and Verfailles re-

fpected,
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fpected, as they would all others, yet, that
the intereft of Europe, and of France in
partlcular, was {o intimately united to the
continuance of peace, that thefe connec-
tions, far from inciting war, could but
contribute to render peace durable; that
France was fufficiently puiffant, from in-
nate ftrength and from the ftate of her
affairs, honorably to own that fhe dread-
ed war, which fhe would take every care
to fhun; that I did not think fudden war
probable, efpecially when, ftudying the
adminiftration of the Duke of Brunfwick,
I perceived that he had performed his du-
ties, of prince and father, with fo much
affiduity and fuccefs ; that, however natu-
ral it might be for man to feek that career,
in which he was indubitably the firft, I
could not believe he (the Duke) would
facrifice to the defire of military renown,
fo much of which he had already acquired,
his favourite work, his real enjoyments,
and the inheritance of his children; that
all circumftances called him to fupreme
influence over the aff-irs of Prufia, after
‘the death of the great King, and that,

Pruffia
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Pruffia being at this time the pivot om
which continental war or peace were ba-
lanced, he (the Duke of Brunfwick) would
almoft fingly decide which was ta enfue;
that he had formerly fufficiently fhone the
hero of war, and that I was convinced
he would hereafter remain the angel of
peace.

He then forcibly denied ever having
been fond of war ; even at the time when
he had been moft fortunate. He fhewed,
independent of his principles, how ardent-
1y his family and perfonal intereft would
induce him to beware of war.—< And if
< it were neceflary,” added he, ““in an
¢ affair {o important, to confult nothing
¢ further than the defpicable gratification
< of {elf-love, do I not know how much
‘¢ war 1s the fport of chance ? I have for-
““ merly not been unfortunate. [ might
“ hereafter be a better general, and yet
¢ might not have the fame fuccefs. No
¢¢ prudent man, efpecially one who is ad-
“ vanced 1n life, will ritk his reputation
“ in fo hazardous a purfuit, if it may be
“ aveided.”

This
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This part of his difcourfe, which was
long, animated, energetic, and evidently fin-
cere, was preceded by a phrafe of etiquette
and remonftrance, in which he affured me
that he never fhould poffefs, and was far
from defiring to poflefs, any influence in
Pruffia. To this phrafe I reverted; and,
by a rapid fketch, proving to him that [
was well acquainted with Berlin, the prin-
cipal actors there, and the prefent ftate of
men and things, I demonftrated (which
he moft certainly knows better than I do)
that his intereft, the intereft of his houfe,
of Germany and of Europe, made it a
duty in him to take the helm of ftate in
Pruffia; to preferve that kingdom from
the hurricane moft fatal to ftates, the
firength of which principally depénds up-
on opinion. I mean from petty intrigues,
petty paffions, and want of ftability and
confiftency of fyftem. Your perfonal dig-
nity, added I, which is truly immenfe, and
a tloufand times more elevated than your
rank, however eminent that may be, no
doubt forbids you to tender your fervices ;
but it 1s your duty, I will not faynot to

refule,
2
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refufe, no, I repeat, it is your duty to
take meafures, and employ all your abili-
ties, all your powers, to gain an afcendancy
over the fucceflor, and to feize the direc~
tion of affairs.

This mode of treatment greatly develop-
ed the man. He fpoke with truth, and
confequently with a degree of confidence,
of Berlin. He told me Count Hertzberg
had not let him remain ignorant of our
intimacy : he depi®ed many of the per-
fons who have influence, fuch as I know
them to be. I clearly faw that there was
a coolnefs founded, on fome unknown
fubje@, between him and the Prince of
Pruffia (¢) ; that he (the Duke of Brunf
wick) neither loved nor eftcemed Prince
Henry ; and that his (the Duke’s) party
was as powerfully formed as 1t could be,
in a country hitherto little in the habit of
cabal, but which perhaps will prefently be
initiated. I purpofely affumed inuch {ith
in the warlike difpoiisions of the cabinet
of Berlin. The Duke gave good proofs

(¢} The Heir Apparent, T,

that,



[ 15]
that, independant of the Heir Apparent,
who, though perfonally brave, was not
warlike, as well becaufe of his manners
and habits as of his prodigious ftature,
that it would be madnefs to begin; that
the moment of acquifition by arms, which
perhaps ftill was neceflary to Pruffia, was
not yet come; and that it was neceffary
to confolidate, &c. &c. All this was very
{erious, very fenfible, and very circum-
ftantial. ,

The oriental fyftem, Ruffia, Poland,
Courland, all pafled in review.

They ftill have their fears concerning
the oriental fyftem ; that is to fay, con-
cerning the part that we might take.
They feem to believe that Ruflia will never
powerfully fecond the Emperor, exceptin
fupport of the oriental {yftem, and what-
ever may contribute to its fuccefs. Po-
land is to reconftru®. We remitted
fpeaking of 1it, as well as of Courland.
Suddenly, and by a very abrupt tranfi-
tion—(It feems to me he employs tranfi-
tions to furprife the fecrets of thofe with
whom he converfes, and on whom he

4 carneftly
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carneftly fixes his eyes while he liftens)—
he afked what T meant to do at Berlin.—
*¢ Compleat my knowledge of the North,”
anfwered I, ¢ which I have had little op-
« portunity of ftudying, except at that
“city; fince Vienna and Peterfburgh are
“to me forbidden places.—And who
« knows }—We always prefume on our
¢ own powers.—It may be hoped that,
¢ the fubject being fo grand, the foul may
¢¢ elevate the genius. I perhaps fhall dare
“ to fnatch the portrait of Cefar, from
¢ the Daubers who are fo eager to be-
¢ fmear.”—This anfwer feemed fatisfac-
tory.—I found it eafy to interlard my dif-
courfe with agreeable compliments. I told
him he had rather conquered than van-
quithed us; that we regarded the fate of
Germany as refting on his fhoulders, &c.
&c.; and that therefore the defign of
writing the woft brilliant period of the
hiftory of the age in which I lived had
placed me, even before I was acquainted
with him, in the rank of one of his moft
ardent admirers. I know not whether he
did or did not believe that I folely occupied

myfelf
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myfelf with literature ; but the fuppofition
that I fhall write hiftory will perhaps
render him more acceffible to me, 'and ac-
* quire me more of his confidence; for he
appears to poflefs the love, and even the
jealoufy, of fame to the utmoft degree.

I'am preffed by the courier becaufe, not
having quitted the court all yefterday, I
could not write before this morning ; and
the courier departs at eleven o’clock.
Writing in ¢ypher is very tedious; I
therefore omit a thoufand particulars
which lead me to believe—

1. That the Englith will not, by any
means, be fo quickly fuccefsful in their
artifices, in the North, as might be fear-
ed ; if the court of Berlin may at all de~
pend on the court of Verfailles.

2. That 1t 1s time to fpeak a little more
openly to the former; and not to con-
found myftery and fecrecy, finefle and
prudence, ambiguity and policy.

3. That the Duke of Brunfwick, whom
I believe to be by much the moft able
Prince of Germany, is fincerely defirous of
peace; and that he will infpire the cabi-

Vor. L. C | net
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net of Berlin with the fame fentiments, if
but the leaft reftraint be laid on the Em-
peror ; who, faid he to me, has fpoken’in
outrageous terms, in the prefence of feven
or eight witnefles befide myfelf, of ‘the
Prince of Pruffia.

4. That the intention of the Duke is to
govern Pruflia, and to obtain great confi-
dence and fuperior influence in Europe;
that he would dread left thefe would not
be augmented by war, which he 1s con-
vinced ought to be avoided, at Berlin;
and that war is not really to be feared,
except as far as France fhall encourage
the Emperor, who without us will not be
any thing.

1 have not time to-day to give more than
a fketch of the Duke fuch as he appears
to me, who certainly will not be thought
a common man even among men of me-
rit. His perfon befpeaks depth and pe-
netration, a defire to pleafe tempered by
fortitude, nay by feverity. He is polite
to affectation ; {peaks with precifion, and
with a degree of elegance ; but he is fome-
what too careful to fpeak thus, and the

pr OPCL'
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proper word fometimes efcapes him. He
underftands the art of liftening, and of in-
terrogating according to the very fpirit of
reply. Praife, gracefully embellifhed and
artfully concealed, he finds agreeable. He
is prodigioufly laborious, well-informed,
and perfpicuous. However able his firft
minifter Feronce may be, the Duke fuper-
intends all affairs, and generally decides
for himfelf. His correfpondence is im-
menfe, for which he can only be indebted
to his perfonal confideration ; becaufe he
cannot be fufficiently wealthy to keep fo
many correfpondents in pay; and few
great courts are {o well informed as he is.
All his affairs are in excellent order. He
became the reigning Duke of Brunfwick
in 1780, and found his principality load-
ed with debts, to the amount of forty
millions of livres: his adminiftration has
been fuch that, with a revenue of about
one hundred thoufand poands fterling, and
a finking fund in which he has depofited
the favings of the Englifh fubfidies, he
will, in 1790, not only have perfectly li-
quidated the debts of the fovercignty, but,
‘ C 2 alfo,
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alfo, thofe of the ftate. His country ig
as free as it can be; and is happy and
contented, except that the trading clafs
regret the prodigality of his father. Not
that the reigning Duke is lefs fenfible to
elegant pleafures than another; but, fe-
verely obfervant of decency, and religi-
oufly faithful to his duty as a Prince, he
has perceived that ceconomy was his only
refource. His miftrefs, Madam Hartfeld,
is the moft reafonable woman at court:
and fo proper 1s this attachment that, hav-
ing a fhort time fince difcovered an incli-
nation for another woman, the Dutchefs
leagued with Madam Hartfeld to keep her
at a diftance. Truly an Alcibiades, he
delights in the pleafures and the graces ;
but thefe never fubtract any thing from
his labours or his duties, not even thofe
of prudence. When he 1s to a& as a
Proffian general, no one is fo early, fo
active, fo minute as himfelf. It is a mark
of fuperior character and underftanding,
in my opinion, that the labour of the day
can be lefs properly faid to be fufficient for
him than be is for the labour of the day :

hts
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his firft ambition is that of executing it
well. Intoxicated by military fuccefs, and
univerfally pointed out as a great general
(efpecially fince the campaign of 1778,
during which he all the winter maintain-
ed the feeble poft of Troppau, to which
the King of Pruffia annexed a kind of va-
nity, againft every effort of the Aufirians)
he appears effectually to have quitted mili-
tary glory, to betake himfelf to the cares
of government. Every where made wel-
come, poflefled of unbounded curiofity, he
ftill is capable of affiduoufly confining
himfelf to Brunfwick, and attaching him-
{elf to bufinefs. He is in fine a man of
an uncommon {tamp ; but too wife to be
formidable to the wife. He delights much
in France, with which he is exceedingly
well acquainted, and appears to be very
fond of whatever comes from that coun-
try. His eldeft fon, returning from Lau-
fanne, has pafied through Franche-Comté,
Languedoe, and Provence, and is very de-
firous to return to» France. T fhall foon
know if he is to be fent back. In my
pp,'mion the fon cannot be treated with tog

C3 much
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much refpec there, fo as to teftify confi-
dence in the father ; which it feems to me
would give the latter pleafure, by which
he would certainly be fufficiently confirm-
ed, and flattered, to keep this treatment in
memory.

I cannot at prefent {peak of the fupper,
when the Duke removed me from the
place of honour, oppofite the Dutchefs,
where I fat at dinner, to feat me befide
himfelf, which is always at the far end of
the table. The converfation was lively,
and abfolutely individual, but not politi-
cal. (We had lifteners.) He queftioned
me much concerning France. I am to
dine with him to-day, and to fup with
the Dutchefs Dowager, at Antoinetten-
Ruh. 1 could not avoid this tax on pro-
priety, which deprives me of an opportu-
nity of fupping with the Duke ; a favour
he rarely grants, and which appeared to
be much remarked here, yefterday, where
T am obferved with anxiety. Perhaps Iam
fuppofed a place hunter.

The
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The continuance of Zimmermann at
Pot{dam 1s prolonged, more than it was
{uppofed it would have been. He writes
that the dropfy is not confirmed, and he
again talks of an afthma. This i1s medi-
cal cant. He is the creature of the King,
not of the public. Certain it is that he
has gained no viGory over eel pies and
polenta ;5 that there are no longer any
wrinkles in the face; and that the parts
are all inflated and cedematous.

Prince Henry however is returned to
Rheinfberg, where the youthful and hand-
fome R**¥, as it is faid, occafions rain and
fair weather.

I can warrant it as a fact that a Scotch-
man, who is firlt phyfician to Catharine
I1. of Ruffia, being lately at Vienna, dined
at the table of the Emperor, and was feat-
ed by his fide. Indeed this was avowed
in the Gazettes; but it was not there
avowed that, while this phyfician remain-
ed at Vienna, Cobenzl (the Auftrian am-
baffador to the court of Peterfburg, but
then at Vienna) having been ordered to
) C4 fhew
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fthew the phyfician a pleafure houfe in the
vicinity of the metropolis, the Emperor
on horfeback happened to meet the doctor
on the road, and continued in converfa-
tion with him, at the coach window, for
the fpace of more than two leagues.

L ET-
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LETTER IV,

Fuly 16th, 1786,

T 0-DAY 1 was three hours alone with
the Dupke, after rifing from dinner. The
converfation was animated, frank, and al-
moft confidential : it confirmed me in moft
of the opinions I gave in my laft letter,
{Number IIL.) but it has infpired me with
much fear, concerning the fituation of
Pruffia, after the death of the King. The
fucceflor feems to have every fymptom of
the moft incurable weaknefs : the moft
corrupt among the perfons by whom he is
furrounded, of whom the gloomy and vi-
fionary Bifhopfwerder may be ranked as
firft, daily increafe in power. There is a
. coolnefs faid to prevail between the Heir
Apparent and his uncles. The coadjutor-
{hip of the order of St. John, beftowed
with great folemnity on Prince Henry, the
eldeft fon of Prince Ferdinand, which de-
Prives the fucceflor of more than fifty

thou-



[ 26 ]
thoufand crowns per annum, is the moft
recent caufe of this coolnefs. It fhould
feem that there have been very powerful
intrigues for the eftablithment of thefe
two young Princes, wiiom both city and
court regard as the children of Count
S#*ik®  The mealures taken to effect
this were ftrengthened at the very moment
when the King was fuppofed to be ex-
piring, fo as to bind the fucceffor, of
of whom they confequently have teftified
their fufpicion. To the King’s brother,
Prince Henry, the half at leaft of all this
appertains ; nor has the Heir Apparent
attempted to conceal his diffatisfa&tion.
Thence it refults that all the f{ubaltern
parties, and their dirty cabals, become
more active ; fo that the refpect in which
the court of Berlin has been held, and in
which confifts its greateft power, depends
perhaps but too much on the life of the
King; unlefs the Duke of Brunfwick
fhould feize the reins of government, the
burthen of which he ferioufly appears to
dread. In effe®, a kingdom like this,
which has no conftituent foundation, will

3 be
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be cruelly agitated, fhould the winds of
court begin to blow 5 and fhould the Duke,
who has formed himfelf without having
ftudied in the {chool of adverfity, and
whofe reafon and fagacity it is impoffible
to {peak too highly of, fear to reverfe the
whele {yftem of his mode of life. But he
does not ftart at difficulties; and he is too
much interefted, in the profperity of Pruf-
fia, not to feek to obtain influence there.
It does not appear to me probable that
the firlt fix months, or even the firft year,
fhould produce any change, or do more
than prepare for change. The Duke has
repeatedly aflured me that all the Pro-.
teftant powers of Germany, and a great
part of the Catholic, would incontroverti-
bly be in the intereft of France, whenever
the latter fhould fully convince the Ger-
manic body of her amicable intentions: and
when I afked what pledges fhould be given
us that the high part with which the Elector
of Hanover was invefted, in the confedera-
tion of the Princes, fhould not {way the
cabinet of Berlin to the fide of the Eng-
lith, and fhould not become an invincible
' impedi-
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impediment to any fincere union between
Verfailles and Pruffia, he clearly thewed
me, fo as not to admit of reply, that the
Germanic league would never have exifted,
or at lealt would never have affumed its
prefent form, had it not been for the am-
biguity of our condudt, relative to the
Schelde, to Bavaria, and to the oriental
fyftem. He added, that the Ele&or of
Hanover and the King of England were
two very diftin& perfons; and that the
Englifh and the Germans were great
ftrangers to each other. )

Here I ought ta obferve that, in my
opinion, the Duke overaéts his part, when-
ever he {peaks of deprefling England, which
I well know he loves ; and that perhaps
becaufe he feels his family conne&ions
may, in this refpet, render him more ha-
ble to fufpicion. Ina word, I cannot too
often repeat that they do not appear to
have confidence in us, but that fuch con-
fidence 1s very fincerely defired ; and that
the more becaufe the Emperor, unfupport-
ed by France, is not held in the leaft dread,
and that there is a reigning conviction he

will
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will not dare to take a fingle ftep, whent
the cabinet of Verfailles fhall fay—¢ We
“ will not fuffer any infraction.”

Be it however remarked, that the inco-
herent conduct of the Emperor, and his
abrupt vagaries, often unhinge all the
combinations of reafon. The Duke has
to-day learnt a faft of this kind, which
may well incite meditation.

The Baron of Gemmingen, fome time
fince, wrote a very violent pamphlet againft
the German confederacy. Dohm, an ex~-
cellent Pruffian civilian, anfwered in a
ftrong and victorious manner. The mi-
niftry of Vienna, in confequence, requeft-
ed our miniftry to intreat the court of
Berlin to fuffer wordy hoftilities to ceafe :
the latter confented ; but there has juft
appeared (printed indeed at Munich, but
indubitably coming from Vienna) a fatiri-
cal and bitter reply to Dohm. Verbal
wars are rarely infignificant at Vienna;
where they are never begun but under the
aufpices of government.

The following 1s another fact of fertous
import, if true. The Duke has received

9 advice,
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advice, from Vienna, that between four and
five thoufand Ruffians have entered Po-
land, where the Diet threatens to be very
turbulent. The Duke is defirous we fhould
take a decifive part, concerning and againft
all new arrangements, tending to the fur-
ther diffolution or difmemberment of Po-
land. 1 have not knowledge fufficient of
this country to enter into any circum-
ftantial detail ; but I fpoke to him on the
fubjec of Courland, explaining my ideas,
relative to the late proceedings of Ruffia
in this country, {uch as they will be found
in my memorial : and I introduced my
difcourfe as if arifing out of the conver-
fation., He was ardently attentive to what
I faid, and promifed to write according to
my fenfe of the danger to Count Hertz«
berg. I well comprehend that the cir-
cumftances of the moment are nothing
Yefs than favourable; and the affent which
was warmly given by a moft excellent po-
litician emboldens me to entreat that my
memorial may be taken into confideration,
though it fhould only be praéticable in
future, and that fome infiructions may be

fent
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fent me, on the manner in which I may
found the Duke of Courland on this head,
whom I fhall meet at Berlin, and the
principal perfons of Courland, with whom
I may ealily correfpond ; my trade of tra-
veller being known, and my defire to col-
lett fats and to deduce confequences giv-
ing great opportunities to enquire and
fpeak concerning all fubjeds.

MEMO-



MEMORTIAL (4

Sent to the court of France, concerning the
declaration made by Ruffia to Courland,
and publifbed in the Leyden Gazettes,
Jrom the zoth of May to the 3d of Fune,
1786.

(COURLAND has lately been officially
menaced with the indignation of the Sove-
reign of all the Ruflias; on the fuppofi-
tion that the report, relative to the abdi-
cation of the Duke of Courland in favour
of the Prince of Wurtemberg, a general
in the Pruffian fervice, thould be true.
The reigning Duke, Erneft-]John, a fe-
rocious man, {o much abhorred in his
own country as not to be able to remain
there, although he thould not dread any
violence from the miniftry of Peterfburg,
1s known to be the fon of the famous
Biron, who was reinftated Duke of Cour-

(4) This is apparently the memorial which is men-
tioned in the preceding letter.

land,
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land, in 1760, by the influence or rather
through the fear of Ruffia, which power,
with the aid of forty thoufand men, ex-
pelled Prince Charles of Saxony, the uncle
of the Eleétor and the legitimate Duke, to
reftore” the former favourite of Eliza~
beth (¢), whom a court faction had lately
recalled from Siberia.

It is alfo known that this Erneft-John
has more than once felt the whole weight
of the refentment of Catherine II.; that
he has been near twenty years banifhed
into Siberia; that he has no influence
whatever in Courland ; and that his'gde
cation is univerfally wifhed. r'

But it is not known, or rather it is kept
fecret, that he was enjoined, by a Ukafe
(or Edi&t) fix years ago, to refign his

(¢) This is a miftake. Biron was the favourite of
the Emprefs Anne Ivanowna ; was banifhed to Siberia
by Anne of Mecklenburg, the Princefs Regent of
Rufia; was foon recalled from Schluflelbyrg and fent
to Yaroflaf by the Emprefs Elizabeth ; was reftored to
freedom by Peter III. ; and, after the affaffination of
the latter, to his dutchy by Catherine IL. ; not to con-
fer a favour on Biron, but to wreft the dutchy from
Poland, and render it dependent on herfelf. T,

Vor. 1. D dutch);
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dutchy to Prince Potemkin ; and that by
the advice of the chancellor Taube, and
of the chamberlain Howen, he averted the
florm by remitting to Prince Potemkin
(whofe affairs ever were and are in difor-
der) two hundred thoufand ducats. Ra-
fon, the minifterial fecretary of the Duke,
was entrufted to carry him this fum.
Whether it be that Potemkin, while
waiting for the execution of his grand pro-
je&ts, which perhaps relate to the Orien-
tal {yftem, or to circumftances that are yet
immature, wifhes to acquire this acceflion
of power; whether it be that he is in
want of money ; or more efpecially whe-
ther it be that the Duke of Courland,
fince his fituation has been fo precarious,
is known in confequence of his avarice to
have become one of the richeft Princes in
Europe, and that, rendered effeminate by
adverfity, old age, and the daily importu-
nities of his laft wife, who has acquired
fome influence over him, he is endeavour-
ing to place himfelf beyond the reach of
ill-fortune ; be it which of thefe caufes it
may, a fimilar crifis is again returned.

The
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The tabinet of . Peterfburgh is ignorant
of none of thefe things. It doubtlefs fears
that:the court .of Berlin is: {peculating,
concerning - the province of Courland;

- hoping, by the aid of a new:Duke, to
have. it entitely at. its difpofal. The con-
ditions which gave Poland a right of pro-
tection over Courland having ceafed, when
power became-law; and-at the moment
the opprefled republic found it impoffible
to_fulfil thofe conditions; it is not abfurd
to apprehend that Pruffia will furreptioufly
‘take .the placerof Poland, ‘and thus to
-its own profit. confirm the right by the
-deed. \

.iCourland is in reality far from a con-
ifemptible country. Its climate, being in
the 57th degree of latitude, though fuffi-

-clently is not infupportably cold. Its ex-
-tent. in length is eighty leagues, and in
-breadth fifty. Its foil is fertile, and its
-natural produéts are very neceflary for all
the ' commercial ‘and maritime. powers.
- Two. principal -and navigable rivers divide
it, from eaft. to weft, the Aa and the
‘Windau : feveral brooks and canals in-

D2 terfect
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terfeft it in every dire@ion. . It has two
por-fs,fVWi-ndau and Liebau on the Baltic.
In its prefent impote/nt'a/nd indolent ftate,
its commerce active and paffive does not
employ lefs than from fix to feven hundred
veflels, of three, four, and as far as eight
hundred tons burthen. It contains feven
or eight {fmall towns, and its’ population
is eftimated .at more than-a million md -2
half of inhabitants. ‘Thelandholders may
be fuppofed not to be in a ftate of wretch-
ednefs,, fince the revenues of the reigning
Duke, whofe influence in the republc s
fo' fmall, "annually amount to two hun-
dred thoufand pounds fterling.—Such is

-the outhine of the fituation of Courland.
It would be of little ufe to prove, in
this place, that the republic, being a free
ftate, the Prince of which is purely eles-
‘tive,. fo that though. he may abdicate he
cannot transfer his privileges. Ruffia can-
-qot legally interfere in the affairs of Cout-
Iand, which ought to be as independant
as are its rights. + This word rights is to-
-tally ftripped of meaning, when .oppofed

to the word power. Ruffia has long been

2 i m
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in the habit of vexing Courland, inter-
nally and externally ; of ‘diQating the
choice of its governors ; of laying its fuf-
frages under reftraint ; and of extorting
or forcibly feizing on its money, its pro-
duce, and its men. The Monarchs of
Peterfburg have always made it a princi-
ple to familiarize the courts of Europe to
the fuppofition that Courland has no po-
litical exiftence; except fuch as Ruflia
fhall pleafe to beftow.—All this 1s well
known.

The points I fhould wifh briefly here to
examine are

1. Whether it is not evidently our in-
tereft to introduce a new order of af-
fairs: and

2. Whether we have not the means fo
to do.

Courland, kept back and oppreflfed by
every kind of exterior and interior tyranny,
poflefles no one fpecies of manufatture.
It abounds in naval ftores ; for which rea-
fon there is an affinity, refulting from cir-
cumftances, between Courland and France,
which latter holds the firft rank among

D3 n-
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induftrious nations, or an affinity between
their mutual produéls, the direét barter
of which would give birth to the moft ad-
vantageous kind of trade.

In reality, there exifts at prefent a fpecies
of barter between Courland and France;
but in fo indiret a manner that it is car-
ried on at fecond or third hand, by the
intervention of the Englifh, the Dutch,
the Swedes, the Danes, the Pruffians, the
Hans-Towns, &c.

This intervention abforbs and deftroys
all the benefit which a trade fo advantage-
ous would be of to France, and which cer-
tainly ought abundantly to procure us,
and at a‘moderate price, a price unknown
in our dock-yards and markets, fhip-tim-
ber, matts, {pokes, fellies, fineering wood,
&c. &c.: grain, fhip-beef, falt-fith, vege-
tables, &c. &c. The natural returns for
thefe would be the produce of our induftry,
from the coarfeft to the fineft articles (far
nothing ‘is manufattured in Courland)
which the Courlanders: (whofe confump-
tion is great, and wha are very defirous of
articles of luxury, and even of finery)

would



[ 39 1

would then obtain from us at a mode-~
rate price, ftill infinitely lucrative to our
traders.

- The advantage of this dire¢t trade would
not be confined merely to money ; for,
befide the influence which fuch intimate
connections with Courland would give us
in the Baltic and the North, where we
thould become the mediators between
Pruffia, Ruffia, and Poland, which laft
ftate muft neceffarily foon undergo fome
new change, France, by a commercial
treaty with Courland, would afcertain two
ports on the Baltic, which would at leaft
remain neuter and almoft exclufive to her+
felf. Thefe would be ufeful to us, both
in war and peace, as depofitary places for
ftores, and moft of the materials which
are requifite for the royal and mereantile
marine ; and would highly compenfate the
difadvantage which continually encreafes,
and which is preparing for us in the North,
relative to our marine, in confequence of
the ftri¢t connections between England
-and Ruffia.

Da To
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"T'o the attentive obferver, England pre-
fents every {fymptom which can menace the
pofleflions of the Dutch in the Eaft, and
which can forebode the defire of revenge.
Ruffia can at any time rob France of a
great part of the naval fupplies of war, in
the European feas.

This order of affairs cannot too foon be
reverfed.

Let it be attentively obferved that there
is no queftion here of a new treaty, but
the revival of an ancient one: for the
Cardinal de Richelien made a treaty with
Courland, in 16.; 1, which was regiftered by
the parliament of Paris, in 1647; fo that,
fhould we at prefent treat with Courland,
‘we can decifively affirm, and demonttate,
We are committing no innovation,

This fcems ta me to be a very impor-
tant remark, which ought not a little to
mfluence the refolution that may be
taken ; and the form given to that refolu-
tion, when once it is taken,

The ftates of Courland defire this poli-
tical afﬁnity between the two countries.
The Chamberlain Howen, of whom I

have.
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have {poken, is a mah of the greateft in-
fluence in- the republic; and, of ail the
Courlanders, the moft an Anti-Ruffian;
becaufe that, while an envoy from Cour-
land to the court of Warfaw, he was car=
ried off, by 'order of the Emprefs, and
banifthed into Siberia. His nephew was
indirectly, but formally, charged to quef-
tion the government of France, on this
fubje@. 1 pofitively know he has {poken
to the Count de Vergennes, and that the
-only anfwer he received from the minifter
was—

1. That, he being minifter for foreign
affairs, this was a fubject that did not ap-
pertain to his department.

2. That it was requifite that the Duke
of Courland and- the {tates, conjointly and
officially, fhould make a propofition to

the King, concerning a treaty of com-
merce.

To this I reply—

. That, moft certainly, the minifter
for foxexgn affairs ought to confult with
the minifter of finance, on whatever re-
lates to commercial treaties; but that

this
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this does not therefore appear to me a
fufficient reafon to reject either the proje&
or the propofal.

2. That it would be abfurd to fuppofe
that Courland, bowed-as it is under theiron
rod of prefent circamftances, would expofe
itfelf, by taking any open ftep, without
firft being certain its propofitions fhould
be favourably received, and that the coun-
try thould be proteted againft that power
which, poffefied of ftrength and in the
habit of taking 1its will for law, fhould
make every effort to counteract, and pre-
vent, whatever might tend to impart fo-
lidity to the conftitution of Courland, and
to render its political independance re-
fpectable.

I fee no hope that any power, except
Pruffia, fhould intereft itfelf in the affairs
of this province. And this is the fecond
point which it is my intention to prove,
in this memorial.

1. Becaufe the fituation of the Pruffian
ftates is fuch that, the ftability and pro-
{perity of Courland ought no lefs to in-

fluence
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fluence the King of Pruffia than if this
country was one of his own provinces.

2. Becaufe he cannot prudently covet
Courland, which Ruffia would never leave
him in peaceable pofleffion of, and which
would but increafe the length of his pro-
vinces, already too much extended, with-
out rendering his power more real, or
more compact.

This latter point is felf demonftrative ;
and, as to the advantages which Pruffia
might derive from the future ftability of
Courland, and from the increafe of its
energy and induftry, thefe are évident
from a mere view of the map. Between
the ftates of Brandenburg and Ruffia there
is only the difmemberment of Poland,
which at prefent forms part of Pruffian
Lithuania and of Courland ; of which the
King of Pruffia, politically {peaking, would
become the ufeful proprietor that very day
on which he fhould become its guardian
and protetor. Ruflia therefore neceffa-
rily and indubitably is formidable to none

of the powers of Europe, Prufiia except-
ed,
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&d, on which kingdom fhe can bring evil,
and which can do her no injury..

On the other part, it is known that
ther= is only a very narrow flip of Polith
Li:iuania between the ftates of Pruffia
and Courland, which barely extends from
five to fix leagues. Here Pruflia might
eafily make legal and amical acquifitions,
fufficient to cpen a very advantageous
tranfport trade on the Memel, and the
canals that might be cut between that
river and the rivers of Courland, defcend-
ing to the ports of the Baltic, of which I
have fpoken.

Either I am much deceived or the mi-
niftry of Berlin might eafily be made to
comprehend that, inftead of forming pro-
jects of ambition on this republic, its real
intereft would be to declare in fome manner
Pruffia to be the reprefentative of Poland,
in her engagements towards Courland, as
ftipulated by the pa&ia conventa and the
paita fubjectionis, which have been aGually
and neceffarily deftroyed. Pruffia might
find a hundred reafons of public right to

allege,
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allege, independent of her dignity and
fafety. This propofition, and that of ac-
ceding to our treaty of commerce with
Courland, would therefore contain no-
thing imprudent ; it would perhaps.be a
good means of depriving the Houfe of
Brandenburgh of all fears, relative to our
northern politics. Nor does it.feem to
me impoflible but that the King of Pruffia
would, on this condition, fupport the de-
claration we might make, to the court of
Peterfburgh, that it was our determina-
tion to prote¢t Courland; and not to
fuffer a free country, allied to France by
ancient treaties, to be humbled, over which
we would not permit any direct and le-
giflative influence to be exerted, by any
court.

Such a declaration, foftened by every
diplomatic formality, which is fo eafily
practifed, would at this time be fufficient,
in my opinion, efpecially if made in con-
cert with the court of Berlin, to repel
the projeéts of ufurpation conceived by
Ruflia over Courland.

i

Be
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Be thefe things as they may, this fmall
country, too little known, together with
Poland and the Germanic body, claim
the ferious attention of the King of France ;
who, if my opinion be right, has no other
general intereft, on the continent, than
that of maintaining peace, and the reci-
procal fafety of ftates.

L E T-
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"/ LETTER V.

Fuly 19thy 1786.

YESTERDAY morning, before my de-
parture, the Duke granted me an audi-
ence for the fpace of about three hours;
or rather perfonally indicated a conference,
under the pretence of remitting letters to
Berlin, and which indeed- he committed
to my care. We again {poke of general
affairs, and of the particular fituation of
Pruffia; of the fufpicions which he pre-
tends it is impoffible to avoid entertain-
ing, concerning our intentions and our
fyftem ; (how fhould I anfwer him when
fuch is the diforder of our finances that
it is impoffible we fhould have any fyf-
tem?) of the dread that daily increafes,
which the Emperor neceflarily infpires,
who does good awkwardly, but who does
enough to acquire great power, the bafis
of 'which is magnificent, and highly dif-
proportionate to that of any other mo-

narchy,
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narchy, France excepted ; of the impoffi-
bility of finding any counterpoife to this
power, except in the prudence of the ca-
binet of Verfailles ; of the little hope that
the new regulations of Pruffia fhould be
wife ; of the various directions which the
various fa&ions that were fermenting at
Berlin might take; of the military vigor
and the ambitious fumes which intoxicate
the Duke of Weymar, who afpires to en-
ter into the fervice of Pruflia, and to em-
broil parties ; of the neceffity which there
was that the cabinet of Verfailles fhould
fend a man of merit to Berlin, there to
infpire awe and give advice, keep watch
over the factious  and the turbulent, &c.
&ee. &c.

At length, queftioning me with an air
of fearing, what he was going to fay was
an abfurdity, he afked whether I fhould
think the proje&t of an alliance between
France, England and Pruffia, an imprac-
ticable chimera ; the end of which folemnly
avowed thould be to guarantee, throughout
Europe, to each Prince his refpedtive pof-
fefons ; a meafure in itfelf noble, and

worthy
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worthy of the two firft powers, which
fhould command all others to remain at
peace; founded on the evident and com-
bined intereft of the two rivals, and the
greateft obftacle to which would be that
no one would dare to put it in execu-
tion.

The idea, on which I have for thefe
feven years been ruminating, is too fub-
lime not to be feductive. It would in-
fallibly immortalize the Sovereign by whom
it fhould be realized, and the minifter by
whom it fhould be promoted. It would
change the face of Europe, and totally to
our advantage : for, once again, commer-
cial treaties, however advantageous to Eng-
land, would never make the Englith any
thing more than our carriers, and our moft
ufeful factors.

The Duke has permitted me to cor-
refpond with him ; he even defired me fo
to do, and 1 find I have obtained almoft
that very place in his opinion which I my-
{elf could have wifhed.

Vor. L. E Firft
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Fuly 21/, 1786,

Firft Poftfcript. I am arrived, and per-
haps I fhall learn but little to-day. The
dropfy is in the ftomach, nay in the lungs.
He was informed of it on Thurfday. He
heard it with great magnanimity, fay fome;
others affirm he treated the phyfician, who
was too fincere, very ill. He might drag
on life, if he would take advice, Docor
Baylies fays, another year; but I fufpect
he will never give up eel-pies. Count
Hertzberg has been at Sans-Souci this
week paft; he had never before been fent
for. 'Two days previous to that on which
the King made him this kind of honour-
able reparation, if however it be any thing
elfe than the neceflity of giving breath to
thofe who are obliged to converfe with him,
and of enlivening his converfation, the
Heir Apparent dined with the Count at
his country-feat, and paffed beft part of
the evening with him and the Prince of
Deflau. This has bewildered the parties
that are hotly animated againft this efti-
mable minifter ; in and for whom, accord-
ing to my opinion, our embafly has al-
3 ways
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ways teftified too little confidence and re-
fpect.

Second Poftfcript. I have intelligence,
from what I believe to be a very certain
and profound fource, wholly independent
of the cabinet of Berlin, that the Emperor
hasmade preparations which greatly menace
thofe parts of Moldavia and Weallachia
that would be convenient to him to pof-
fefs ; that he is immediately expeted to
repair to thofe frontiers in perfon ; and
that fuch motions can no otherwife be ex-
plained than by rea&ing the conqueft of
the Crimea, in thofe countries. ‘This in-
formation, combined with the ultimatum
which Ruffia has delivered in to the Porte,
feems to me to be of fovereign importance.
I do not know the precife intentions of
the court of France; but, if the indefinite
aggrandizement of the Emperor and par-
ticularly the execution of the Oriental
{fyftem are as formidable to us as I fup-
pofe them to be, I entreat deliberations
may be held whether it befits the dignity
of the King to fuffer the tragedy of Po-

E2 land
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land to recommence, the intereft of the
ftate to lofe the Levant trade, or prudent
policy to temporize, when the match is
putting to the touch-hole. I cannot for
my own part doubt but that our inaéti-
vity, in fuch a cafe, muft be gratuitous;
beczufe that the Emperor would moft cer-
tainly not brave us; and fatal alfo ; fince
we are precifely the only power who have
at once the intereft and the ftrength to
impede fuch attempts. England will trou-
ble herfelf little concerning them ; and

without us Pruffia 1s nothing.

LET-
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LETTER VL

Fuly 25/, 1786.

* * * * * * * * *
* ®  % %k % ¥ *¥ %
A T T T T T S A
I

An odd incident has happened to me.
am juft returned from the French am-
baflador’s, who fent me word he cculd
not have the honour of receiving my vifit,
becaufe he was bufy. To feel the whole
import of this act, it is neceffary to know
that there has lately appeared an article,
in the Hamburg Gazeite, affirming 1n ex-
prefs terms I had recetved orders to quit
France. You will further recollect that,
in general, the ambaffador of France is
eagerly defirous of receiving the vifits of
French travellers. Such is the prefent
combination of circumiftances that this,
which would only, on any other occafion,
be an affair of rather ferious impolitenefs,
is at this moment a very embarrafling
affeGtation. I believe I have no need to
E 3 tell
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tell you I am far fuperior to punétilio;
but this is not mere form. The natural
preponderance of France is fuch that, the
refpet in which a native of that country
is held cannot be wholly independent of
the reception he fhall meet from the am-
baffador. What then muft be thought
when he fhall be envied, fufpected, and
watched ; and when pretences are fought
to render his character equivocal? And
what muft be his fituation when, far from
feeking to quarrel with the ambaffador, it
is his duty and his wifh, on all occafions,
to preferve appearances, and to protet
him from becoming inftead of making him
ridiculous ?

You will have no difficulty in compre-
hending that it is an intricate affair, and
that I muit well refle€t on the part I have
to take. At prefent I muft diffemble, and
expoie myfelf to a new refufal to-morrow;
but 1t will be impoffible to fuffer this new
refufal to remain unnoticed. I write you
word of this in order that, in any caf,
and rather too foon than too late, you
fhould inform M. d’E*** jt is not the in-

tention
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tention of government that I fhould be
treated in a difrefpe@ful manner, and ftill
lefs as a profcribed perfon.  Heis fo much
of a timid trembler, that he may have been
impofed upon by the Hamburg paragraph,
I do not think him fufficiently cunning to
have written it himfelf. He certainly ap-
peared ridiculoufly difturbed at my return,
and entirely departed from his filent cir-
cumipection, that he might difcover, by
queftioning thofe whom he fuppofed inti-
mate with me, what were my intentions.
Some of the numerous perfons who do not
love him, efpecially among the corps diplo-
matique, have amufed themfelves with in-
venting tales relative to my views, fimilar
to thofe of the thoufand and one nights.
His brain is in a ftate of fermentation
upon the fubje& ; and the more {o as he
is a¢ting out of characer. I may in con-
fequence of this be very ill fituated here ;
to prevent this you will take proper mea-
fures.—1I fhall tell you more before I feal
this letter: he is not a perfon who will
oppofe the leaft minifterial infinuation.

E 4 LET=-



[ 56 1]

LETTER VIL

Fuly 2.3d, 1786.

TH E R E is nobody here, confequently
1 (hall for fome days lead an inactive life.
There is no court, except that of Prince
Ferdinand, which is always infignificant:
he is at prefent on the recovery (f).
Prince Frederick of Brunfwick knows no-
thing. The Englith embafly carefs and
fufpe&t me. Count Hertzberg fhll re-
mains at Sans-Souci; I muft therefore
fatisfy myfelf with the fterility of the mo-
ment. I imagine I have difcovered that
the real occafion of the threatning decla-
ration of Ruflia, refpecting Courland, was
a fecret propofal of marriage between the
Countefs of Wurtemberg, the natural
daughter of the Duke, and a Pruffian;
and the increafing intimacy of the Duke
with the Heir Apparent, who has found,

(f) Prince Ferdinand had juft then efcaped from a
dangerous fit of ficknefs,

in
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in the purfe of this favage Scythian, that
pecuniary aid with which he ought long
fince to have been fupplied by France.
The Duke of Courland departed, foon af-
ter the menace of Peterfburgh appeared,
with his wife, who is faid to be pregnant,
to drink the Pyrmont waters. According
to all appearances, inftead of remaining at
Berlin on his return, he will go to Mittau.
He ftill continues to make acquifitions, in
thePruffiandominions: hehaslately bought
the county of Sagan, in Silefia; and the
King, who was not a little vexed to fee
the Prince of Lobkowitz fpend the reve-
nues of this fine eftate at Vienna, treats
the Duke of Courland with great favour.
Befide remitting the manor fees, he con-
fented to alienate or at leaft to entail the
fief on female delcendents, which before
was reverfible to the crown on the want of
male heirs; fo that the Duke, who has
no fon, found that, by his careleflnefs, or
a very ftrange kind of ignorance, he had
riftked fix hundred thoufand German
crowns on a chance the moft hazardous.

It
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It is indubitable that Prince Potemkin
is, or appears to be, more in favour than
ever. It has been found neceflary to ap-
prove his difobedience. There are reports
that he has fought a reconciliation with
the Grand Duke, which he has accom-
plithed.

The new minifter of Peterfburgh (the
fon of Field Marfhal Romanzow) is not
fuccefsful here: intelligent people how-
ever affirm he poflefles underitanding, and
information. I know he has ftrong pre-
judices againft me, which I fhall endea-
vour to remove, and to gain his intimacy ;
for he is of fuch a natuie that much may
be derived from his acquaintance. But
you muft feel I ftand in need of fome in-
ftruétions, or at leaft of a feries of quef-
tions, which fhall {ferve me as a compafs,
and by which I may obtain the cuftomary
intelligence. General politics have for fome
years been very incoherent, for want of
poflefling fome fixed {yftem.—Which of
the two alliances, that of the Houfe of
Auftria, or that between the two imperial
courts, Auftria and Ruffia, ought be re-

garded
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garded as ftable, facred, and fubordinate
to the otaer ? Is France refolved to quit
her natural train, I mean to fay her con-
tinental {fyftem, for the maritime? If {o,
whether wifely or not, this will at leaft
explain our extreme cautioufnefs, in what
relates to the projects of the court of
Vienna.

The man who wants this knowledge
can do little more than wander at a ven-
ture; he may, with more or lefs intelli-
gence write a gazette, but, not having a
fufficient bafis to build on, cannot be a
- negociator. I entreat it may not be fup-
pofed I have the prefumption to interro-
gate: Ionly mean to explain, in very few
words, fuch of the reafons which, exclufive
of my own want of capacity and of the
few means my fituation affords me, in-
finitely circumfcribe that utility which I
wifh and labour to be of to my country.

I hope I fhall not be fufpected of fup-
pofing any importance annexed to thofe
extraCts from the German newfpapers
which I fhall in future fend by every
courier. It is purely an object of curio-

fity,
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fity, but which I thought might be agree-
able, in a country where, I believe, not a
fingle German gazette is received ; and in-
to which fo many ambafadors fend no
other difpatches than thofe obtained on
the authority of thefe gazettes. I fhall
only fpeak in my extrats of the news of
the north.

Firft Poft{cript.  Advice yefterday ar-
rived commanding Lord Dalrymple to de-
part, and bear the order of the garter to
the Landgrave of Hefle Caffel.

Second Pofticript. I have received a
very friendly letter from Sans-Souci. The
King feems to hope he fhall ftill live long,
he appears however to be much more oc-
cupied concerning himfelf and his pine-
apples than by foreign affairs. Aftonith-
ment is teftified (This is a furprifing affair!)
though in a very obliging manner, that
the fon of the Count de Vergennes thould
pafs through Hamburg, Drefden, Vienna,
&c. without any hope of feeing him at
Berlin, T have anfwered I was very grate-

1 ful,
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ful, i behalf of my nation, for the im-
_portance annexed to the topographical pere-
grination of the fon of our minifter for.
foreign affairs ; and that I imagined no-
thing could be more flattering to his fa-
© ther; but that, for my own part, I was
wholly uninformed on the fubject ; though
1 was perfuaded that, if the court of Ber-
lin was referved as the laft place to be
vifited, 1t would only be from a love of
the Crefeends. 1 faid the fame to Count

Goertz, by whom I was warmly quef-
tioned.

L ET~



LETTER VIL

Berlin, Fuly 26thy 1786,

THE fine weather fupports the life of
the King, but he is ill. On Wednefday
he was for fome minutes wheeled about in
his chair, by which he was much incom-
moded and {uffered greatly during and
after the exercife. His pains increafed on
‘Thurfday, and yefterday he was no bet-
ter. I perfift in my opinion that the period
of his exiftence will be towards the month
of September.

The Heir Apparent does not quit Pot{-
dam, where he keeps on the watch. Still
the fame refpectul paflion for Mademoifelle
Vofs (g). During a fhort journey that
fhe lately made with her brother, a confi-
dential valet-de-chambre followed her car-
riage at a diftance, and if the beauty, who
In my opinion is very ordinary, teftified
the leaft defire (to eat white bread, for ex-

(g) At prefent the Countefs of Ingenheim.
ample)
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ample) before fhe had proceeded half a
league further fhe found every thing fhe
withed. It appears indubitable that fhe
has not yet yielded. No great ufe can be
made either of her uncle or her brothers.
French women arrive daily ; but I doubt
much whether there will be any great ad-
vantage derived from them, except to inn-
keepers and milliners.

The Duke of Courland has lent the
Heir Apparent money to pay his debts at
Berlin; they are fuppofed to be all dif-
charged, except thofe of his Princefs,
which they are not very anxious to liqui-
date, from the fear of giving her bad habits.

I have fpoken at large with Struenfee:
he fuppofes the project of the bank to be a
grand and fuperb operation, which can-
not but fucceed. He afks timely infor-
mation, and promifes to place and caufe
to be placed in it a confiderable fum ; but
the fecret muft only be known to him, and
the fubje& treated only between ourfelves.

LET-
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LETTER IX

Suly 31/ 1786,
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I fuppofe in reality that, in this com-
mencement of correfpondence, my letters
are waited for, in order to write to me;
however if my letter of the twenty-third
of July, Number 5, has been well decy-
phered and confidered, it cannot be dif-
owned that I ftand in need of inftruétions.
Politics are at a crifis. I repeat politics
are at acrifis. It is impofiible they fhould

continug
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continue as they are ; whether it be froni
endeavours to accelerate or efforts to re-
tard. Every thing denotes the Oriental
fyftem to increafe in vigor. I have no
doubt but that foon or late, it will be de-
ftruétive of that of the weft; and the
danger 1s immediate, is inftantaneous. If
Turkey in Europe, fpeaking in political
and commercial language, be one of our
colonies, 1If we are not refolved to leave it
to its fate, is it not time to pay it fome
attention, and becaufe that it is fo, the
general {yftem of Europe cut of the quef-
tion ? Were the King of Prufiia ten years
younger, he would well know how to re=
ftore the equilibrium ; for he would take
as much from Poland as others might take
elfewhere: but he dies and has no fuc-
ceffor. For my own part, it is eafy to
conceive I fhall confume my time in barren
efforts’; and, after taking much more trou-
ble, fhall be much lefs ufeful than if I
knew what track to follow, and where to
gain information.

The King is in daily danger of death,
though he may live fome months, I per-

Vor. I. F aft
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fit in my autumnal prognoftics. Prince
Henry having fent for me to Rheinfberg
by a very formal and friendly letter, it
would appear affeGation in me not to go;
and I fhall fet off on Wednefday, after the
departure of the courier. I {hall not re-
main there longer than a week, where I
fhall have good opportunities of intelli-
gence, concerning the ftate of the King,
and of gaining information on various
matters.

Poftcript. ‘'The King is fenfibly worfe::
he has had a fever thefe two days ; this
may kill him, or prolong his life. Nature
has continually done fo much, for this
extraordinary man, that nothing more is
wanting, to reftore him, than a hemor-
rhoidal eruption. The mufcular powers
are very great.

The Englifh embafly has received advice,
from Vienna, that the Emperor 1s in Tran-
fylvania; and that the world is ignorant

of what he is doing, what he intends, or
even to what place he is gone.

All
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All the boats on the Danube are taken

into his fervice LA I T
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'The maritime- company wifhed to mo-
nopolize the fale of {nuff and tobacco in
. Sweden, offering to pay half a million an-
nually to the King; but the Swedifh ftates
have totally refufed to forbid the cultiva-
tion of tobaeco in the kingdom, and this
was the condition, fine qud non. The ac-
tions of this Monarch decline greatly, on
all occafions ; another diet like the pre-
fent, and monarchical power would once
more fall in Sweden. It appears to be un-
doubted that the rumour of his having
turned Catholic, on his journey to Rome,
has alienated the whole nation. But are
we to impute nothing to the intrigues of

Ruffia, in the prefent fermentation ?
Struenfee repeats that, 1f the bank be
cftablithed, he and his fitends are ready ;
that is to fay the moft monied men in the
F2 king-
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kingdom ; and probably, under a new
reign, the government itfelf. This man
ought to be cherifhed : it would be of im-
portance were I often empowered to give
him good information, refpeéting the ftate
of the place. Meditate on this. His re-
fources are in himfelf, and will probably
furvive his adminiftration. He has gained
immenfely, by fpeculating in the Englith
funds : he ought to be weaned of this, to
which he is felf-inclined, for he feels and
owns that chances in the Englith funds

are exhaufted, for the remainder of his
life.

LET-
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LETTER X,

Augufl 2d, 1786:
Written before my departure for Rheinfberg.

% * * #® * * * % %
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The King is evidently better, at leaft
with refpect to pain, when he does not
move ; he has even left off the ufe of the
taraxicum, or dandelion, the only thing
Zimmermann prefcribed, who confequent-
ly 1s in defpair. He fimply takes a tinc-
ture of rhubarb, mixed with diarrheetics
which give him copious evacuations. His
appetite is very good, which he indulges
without reftraint. The moft unhealthy
difhes are his greateft favourites, If in-
digeftion be the confequence, as it fre-
quently is, he takes a double aperitive
dofe,

Fj Frefe,
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Frefe, his phyfician of Potfdam, fll
continues in a kind of difgrace, for hav-
ing dared to whifper the word dropfy, on
the queftion being afked him, and an ap-
peal made to his confcience, what  was
the name and charalter of the difeafe.
The King 1s exceedingly chilly, and is
continually envelopped in furs, and cover-
ed by feather-beds. He has not entered
his’ bed thefe fix weeks, but i1s removed
from one arm-chair to another, in which
he takes tolerably long fleeps, turned on
his right fide. Inflation augments; the
fcrotum 1s exceedingly tumid. He per-
cetves this, but will not perfuade himfelf,
or appear to believe, that it is any thing
more than the.inflation of convalefcence,
and the refult of great feeblenefs.

This information is minutely exaét, and
very recent. There 1s no doubt of his un-
willingnefs to die. The people beft in-
formed think that, as foon as he believes
him{elf really dropfical and at the point of
death, he will fubmit to be tapped, and to
the moft violent remedies, rather than
peaceably refign himfelf to fleep with his

fathers.
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fathers. He even defired, fome time fince,
incifions might be made in his hams and
thighs; but the phyfician feared to ritk
them. With refpect to his underftanding,
1t 1s flill found ; and he even continues his
labours. '

F 4 LET-
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LETTER XL

Auguft 8th, 1786,

TH E King 1s dangeroufly ill; fome
affirm he has not many hours to live;
but this probably partakes of exaggeration,
On the fourth, the eryfipelas with blifters
on the legs made their appearance: this
prognofticates burfting, and foon after
gangrene. At prefent there is fuffoca-
tion, and a moft infectious fmell. The
fmalleft fever and the curtain muft
drop.

LET-
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LETTER XIL

Auguf? 12thy 1786,

THE King is apparently much better,
The evacuation, which was the confe-
quence of the apertures in his legs, has
caufed the {welling to abate, and given
eafe ; but has been followed by a danger-
ous excefs of appetite. He cannot con-
tinue in this ftate. You may expett to
receive a grand packet, at my return from
Rheintberg.

LE Te
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LETTER XIL

Auguft 15th, 1786,

I AM juft returned from Rheinfberg,
where 1 have lived in the utmoft fami-
liarity with Prince Henry. I have nu-
merous modes of communication, whic?i
will develop them{elves as time and oppor-
tunity fhail ferve: at prefent I {hall only
ftate confequences.

Prince Henry 1s in the ULﬂO& ince -
tude, ' concerning what he fhall or fill
not be, under the new reign. He ¢ eatly
dreads, and more than he with:. to appear
to dread, though' his fears are very vifibls,
the influence of Count Hertzb:rg, who s
ftill detained at Sans-Souci; but, as I
think, only for the {ake of his converfa-
tion ; at leaft as far as refpects the old
King. This Count Hertzberg has openly
efpoufed the Englifh fyftem : but, though
the flattéries of Ewart (b) and his fecret

(h) Then fecretary to the embafly, dand now the
Englith ambaffadar at Berlin,

arts
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arts have much profited, by the long con-
tempt in which the French embafly have
held this minifter, I believe his principal
reafon for attaching himfelf to England is
becaute that Prince Henry, his implacable
enemy, 1s the avowed and fanatical pro-
tector of the French fyftem ; and becaufe
the Count 1magines he cannot otherwife
make himfelf indifpenfably neceflary to the
oppofite party 5 for which reafon he cloaths
himielf 1n tire uniform of the Stadtholder.
In coniequence of this, and perfuaded
as I am that Prince Henry has not fuffi-
cient influence over the fucceflor (who is
weary of avuncalar defpotifm) to difplace
Hertzberg, who will continually batter
his enemy in breach, by boafting, by mean-
nefles, by a faithful portrait of the Prince’s
creatures, and by the jealoufy with which
he will infpire the new King againft Prince
Henry, who 1f he be any thing will be
mafter ; convinced alfo that he (Hertz-
berg) is ufeful to France, which is influ-
enced by the uncle becaufe he holds the
Englith {yftem in abhorrence ; I have ex-
erted every effort to induce Prince Henry

(who
1
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(who wants nothing but diffimulation) to
reconcile himfelf with Count Hertzberg,
and thus put his nephew out of fear. This
he might with the greater fecurity do be-
caufe that Hertzberg, relative to him, could
be nothing more than a firft clerk; who,
if he fhould a& uprightly, would make as
good a clerk as another ; and who, fhould
he endeavour to deceive, might be the more
eafily cruthed, after having been admitted
a colleague.

I have had much difficulty in perfuad-
ing him ; for Baron Knyphaufen, the bro-
ther-in-law of Hertzberg and his irrecon-
cilable enemy, becaufe that their interefts
clafh, is poflefled of the entire political
confidence of the Prince; of which he is
worthy, for heis a very able man, and per-
haps the only able man in Pruffia: but, as
he 1s in danger of a confirmed palfy, as his
mind and body both decay, and as the
Prince himfelf perceives they do, I was
able to effet my purpofe, by dwelling on
all thefe circumftances, while I heaped
exaggerated praife on Baron Knyphaufen,
and expreﬁ%d infinite regret for his fitua-

tion ;
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tion; fo that I have prevailed on the
Prince, and have perfonally received a
commiffion to negotiate an accommoda-
tion, between him and Hertzberg; for
which purpofe I thall go the day after to-
morrow to Potfdam.

What may Iaugur from all this ? Weak-
nefs only and incoherency. It appears in-
dubitable that petty cabals, the fine arts,
the blues, the fubalterns, the wardrobe,
and particularly the myftics, will engrofs
the new King. I have anecdotes innume-
rable on this {fubject, by which I fhall en-
deavour to profit, and which I fhall com-
municate in good time. Has he any {y{~
tem ? I believe not. Any underftanding ?
Of that I doubt. Any charac&er? I can-
not tell: my prefent opinion is that no
conclufions, for or againft, ought yet to
be drawn.

To memorials exceedingly well drawn
up, by Prince Henry and Baron Knyp-
haufen, all tending to demonftrate that,
thould Pruffia attach itfelf to the Eng-
lith fyftem, fifteen years hence Frederick
William will be the Marquis of Branden-

' burg,
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burg, he gives replies which are flow,
vague, laconic, and hieroglyphic. He
wrote the other day, for example (I faw
the letter) The Prince of the Afturias is all
‘Englifb. Baron Boden however, who is
his confidential correfpondent, and who
has lately remained fthut up with hima
whole week in his garden at Potfdam, has
protefted that the difpofitions of the fuc-
ceffor are wholly French, and that he had
charged him to endeavour to convert
Hertzberg. Remark this. Remark fill
further that Boden i1s a man of low cun-
ning, who may wifh to deceive Prince
Henry, in whofe fervice he formerly was,
with whom he quarreled, and to whom
he is now reconciled ; heaven knows by
what means. Obferve once again, that
the Prince of Salm-Kirburg has alfo been
(nearly about the fame time) a week con-

cealed at Potfdam. What inconfiftency!
It is the advice of Prince Henry that
Boden, who 1s returned to Paris, fhould
be tampered with. He allo withes (for
your great men do not difdain little means)
that a lady thould be fent hither, of a fair
com-
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complexion, rather fat, and with fome
mufical talents; who fhould pretend to
come from Italy, or any where but France;
who fhall have had no public amour ; who
fhould appear rather difpofed to grant fa-
vours than to difplay her poverty, &c. &c.
fome elegzaot tiifles would not be amifs ;
but take care not to forget the man is
avaricious.—The French letters, at leaft
thofe which I fhall thew, ought to fpeak
well of him ; and to 1epoxt that the ng
has fpoken favourably of him; particu-
larly that he has faid—< This Prince like
“ me will be a worthy man.” Repetition
might be made of the fuccefs of Prince
Henry in France; but in this' I would
advife moderation ; for I believe Prince
Henry has {poken too much himfelf on
that fubjet ; he has pretended to pro-
phecy concerning the new reign, and pre-
dictions are difagreeable. Let me add it
1s affirmed that, could the new King be
gained, he would become the moft faithful
and the moft fervent of allies : to this his
uncle Henry pledges his honour and his
head : and indeed the Prince of Pruflia

has
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has never foifeited his word. It is added;
as you may well believe, that it is neither
poffible nor proper to require more; for
in fine we are fufpected, and with good:
reafon, &c. &c.

You will imagine France has not been
thus treated without any pleadings in the
behalf of Pruilia; and the advocates have
pretended to prove (the map on the table)
alike by military and political details, that
the alliance of Pruflia would be much more
effeCtual to France, againft England, than
that of Auftria. If it be requefted, I will
draw up a memorial, according to the
grounds that have been given me. Nor
is it at all required that we fhould quar-
rel with Vienna: nothing more is afked
than a treaty of confraternity, agrecable to
the guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia;
a treaty well known at all courts, and
with this only fecret article that, thould
there be any infringement of the peace,
we then fhould go further; and if at the
prefent a treaty fhould be refufed, recipro-
cal letters between the two Kings, {fealed
and fo left till fome event thould happen,

9 would
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wauld be deemed fatisfactory. .. In fhory,.
a pledge is demanded againft the Auftrian.
fyftem ;.. and the written word..of honour
of- the King. of -France will be accepted.’
No fubfidies - are: or will in any- cafe be
afked; perhaps even Pruffia will pay fub-.
fidies, to. Brunfwick and Heffe.: Great
complaints are made of France, for having
permitted and ever favoured the German
confederation.. ¢ For muft not-Germany
“foon or late aflume fome confiftent
¢ form ?- Mutft not Pruflia acquire a fron-
“tier . And what other means are there
¢ ghan thofe of fecularization, which by
¢.this confederacy are interdicted? How
< otherwife arrange the affairs of Saxony
‘¢ than by Weftphalia and Liege ?” This
latter phrafe appeared to me very remark-
able.

% % % *% % % T do not nor cannot at
prefent mean to fend.any thing more than
the. great outlines. Prince: Henry is
French, and fo-willdive and die.!. Will he
have any influence? 1 know not. Heis
too-pompous’; “and- the Duke of Brunf-
wick, of a very. different complexion, is

~Vor. L. G the
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the man necefiary to" “the -Kihg -and - the
country, though he- is- not Joved by -the
former. However, I am fupplied with the
fecret ‘means of correfpondence, inquiry,
and {uccefs ; and it could net be moré
made a common caufe between us, I am
promifed - that my fervices to my coutitry
thall be amply repaid, -en"the day an alli<
ance is concluded with France, &c. &c. >,

1 forgot a curious faét. The Heir Ap-
parent wrote to Boden,"before his journey
to Berlin, 'to enquire what the people ‘of
Paris thought of him. -¢ ‘That you-will
“ be feeble, indolent, and governed,”-—was
the fubftancé of Bodew’s reply. The Princé
as he read the letter ftamped with his foot,
and exclaimed, < F¥¥*%% (;) [ have fuf-

““ fered by myfelf and I will reign by my—
« felf.” "

Poftfcript. By the natural difcharge of
the water from the legs,: which may- be
calculated at a pint per diem, the fwelling
of the fcrotum has difappeared : the patient
imagines the general inflation is diminifh-

(?) An obfcene dirty French exclamation, T.

ed.
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ed. It is probable he is feverith every
night ; but_of this he endeavours to re-
main ignorant. His appetite is fo extra-
ordinary that he generally eats of ten or
twelve of the higheft difhes. His fupper
and breakfaft confift of {moaked tongues,
bread, butter, and a large quantity of pep=
per. If he feel his ftomach opprefled by
its load, which is ufually the cafe, he has
recourfe an hour or two after dinner to a
dofe of anima rhei. He wifhes to have fix

or feven motions in the twenty-four hours,
exclufive of clyfters. From ail this you
may gather the refult, which is that we
are inconteftibly at the laft {cene, more or
lefs protracted.

G2 LE T~
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LETTER XIV.

Auguft 17th, 1786,

ALL is over !—Frederick William reigns
—and one of the grandeft chara&ers that
ever occupied the throne has burft one of
the fineft molds that nature ever or-
ganlzed'

““Phe vanity of friendfhip was hlghly irf=
terefted that you fhould be the firft in-
formed: ‘of this event; and my meafures
werée all moft carefully taken. On Wed-
nefday,” at eight in the morning, I knew
he was as ill as poffible ;- that the pre-
ceding day the hour of appointment for
the day following was noon, inftead of
eleven o’clock, as was before cuftomary;
that he had not fpoken to his fecretaries
till mid-day, who had been waiting from
five in the morning; that however the
difpatches had been clear and precife ; and
that he ftill had eaten exceffively, and par-
ticularly a lobfter. I further knew that
the.prodigious foulnefs of the fick cham-

3 ber,
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ber, and the damp cloaths of the patient,’
which he wore without changing, appear-
ed to have brought on a fpecies of putrid
fever; that the flumbers of this Wednef
day approachied lethargy ; that every fymp-
tom foreboded an apopletic dropfy, a
diffolution of the brain; and that, in fine,
the {cene muft clofe in a few hours.

- At orie o'clock I took an airing on
horfeback, on the road to Potfdam, im-
pelled by I know not what foreboding,
and alfo to obferve the meanderings of the
river, which is on the right; when a
groom riding full fpeed came for the phy-=
fician Zelle, who received orders to make
all hafte, and who inftantly departed. I
foon was informed that . the groom had
killed a horfe.

I was thrown into fome perplexity.
That the city gates would be fhut was
certain ; it was even poffible that the draw-
bridges of the ifland of Potfdam would be
raifed, the moment death fhould take
place ; and fhould this happen my incer-
tainty would continue as long as it thould
pleafe the new King,  On the firft fuppe-

G3 fition==—
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fition—how fend off a courier? There
were no means of fcaling the ramparts or
the palifadoes, without being expofed to a
fray, for there are fentinels at every forty
paces behind the palifadoes, and at every
fifty behind the wall. What was to be
done ? I had not received, could not re-
ceive any orders: I could only ufe my
own refources. And ought I to expofe
myfelf to ridicule, by fending intelligence
already known, or concerning an event
fo well forefeen ? Was the lofs or gain of
a week worth the expenee of a courier?
Had I been ambaffador, the certain fymp-
toms of mortality would have determined
me to have fent off an exprefs before death.
For what addition was the word death?
How was I to act in my prefent fituation?
It certainly was moft important toferve, and
not merely to appear to have ferved.—I
haftened to the French ambaffador.—He
was'not at home : he dined at Charlotten-
burg.—No means of joining him at Ber-
lin.—1I drefled myfelf, hurried to Schoen-
haufen, and arrived at the palace of the
Queen as foon as the ambaffador. He

had
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had not béen informed of particulars, and
did .pot imagine the King was fo ill; not
a minifter believed it ; the Ql_,een had no
fufpicion of .it; fhe only fpoke to me of
my drefs, of Rheiniberg, and of the hap-
pinefs fhe had there enjoyed, when Princefs
Reyal. Lord Dalrymple, with whom I
am too intimate to admit of diffembling
what my opinion was, affured me I was
deceived. ‘That may be, replied I: but I
whifpered to our ambaflador that I had
my intelligence from the fick couch, and
that he ought to believe ftock-jobbers had
as -good information as the diplomatic
body (£). - I know not whether he believed
me; bat, like me, he would not f{it down
to play, and left the company foon enough
to fend news of the approach of death.

I ftil]l had great reafon to be diffident of
the activity of our embafly.—~How did I
a&t? I fent a.man, on whom I could de-
pend, with a ftrong and fwift horfe to a
farm, four miles from Berlin, from:- the

(,é) It will here be perceived this was intended to give
the French ambaflador to underftand that he had no
competitor. :

G4 mafter
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mafter of which I had fome days before
received two pair of pigeons, an experi-
ment on the flight of which had been
made; fo that, unlefs the bridges of the
ifle of Potfdam were raifed, I atted with
certainty : and, that I might not have a
fingle chance agamﬂ: me, for I thought
the news tardy in arriving, I fent M, de
N#*# by the daily ftage, with orders to
wait at the bridges of the ifland, He was
acquainted with the ftation of my other
man ; the raifing of the bridges would
fpeak plainly encugh ; he had money {uf-
ficient to pufh forward ; there was no hu-
man power apparently that could counter~
a& me, for my geniry had not a fingle
Pruffian poﬁ to pafs, and were to proceed
to Saxony, taking care not to go.through
any fortified place; and they had their
route ready traced,

M. de N** wag departmg at half paft
fix in the morning, with the ftage, when
General Goertz, aid-du-camp to the late
King, ameg full fpeed, called aloud—
« In the ngs name lower the port-
# cullis,"—and M, de N** was obliged tq.

turn
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turn back ! Five minutes after I was on
horfeback 5 my horfes had paffed the night
faddled ; and, that I might omit nothing,
I'haftened to the French ambaflador. He
was afleep. 1 wrote to him immediately
that I knew a certain mode of conveyance,
if he had any thing to fend. He anfwer-
ed, and I keep his note as a curious proof
if, which however to me appears impoffi-
ble, the Count de Vergennes keeps no
courier (/)~— The Count I'E/** has the
¢ honour to return thanks to M¥*#¥##¥ byt
$¢ cannot profit by his obliging offer.”

I then reflected either he had fent off a
courier, who only could convey the news
of the King’s extreme danger, confequent-
ly there muft be fomething to add, or he
had received orders not to fend any ; other-
wife his apathy was wholly inconceivable.
I moreover knew that the Saxon envoy had
fent off his chafleur on the eve, fo that he
was twenty hours and forty leagues in ad-
vance with me; it therefore was wholly
imprqbablc that M. de V**% at Dre{den

(7) The Count de Vergennes firft read the news in
the Leyden Gazette. ,
{hould
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fhould not hear of the King’s danger.
The fame might be conjectured of the
aid-du-camp Wittinkoff, who bore the
news to the Dutchefs Dowager of Brunf.
wick, and would certainly fpread it; fo
that nothing was left for me till abfolute.
death fhould happen. After confidering,
1 did not find we were rich enough to
throw a hundred guineas away ; I there-
fore renounced all my fine projects, which
had coft me fome thought, fome trouble,
and fome guineas ; and I let fly my pigeons
to my man with the word RETURN.

Have I done well, orill? Of this T am
ighorant ; but I had no exprefs orders;
and fometimes works of fupererogation
gain but little applaufe. I have thought
it my duty to {end you this account ; firft
becaufe 1t may be of fervice ; (obferve that
feveral prizes have thus been gained) and
fecondly to prove that I wanted -neither
zeal nor attivity, but effrontery.

The new King remained all Thur{day at
Sans-Soucl, 1n the apartment of General
Moellendortf.  His firft act of fovereignty
was to beftow the order of the Black Eagle

on
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on Count Hertzberg. At five in ths
morning, his Majefty was bufy with the
fecretaries of the late King. This morn-
ing he was on horfeback in the ftreets of
Berlin, accompamed by his eldeft fon.
Thur{day prefented a fpetacle worthy of

obfervation % % k¥ k% %
¥* * * % * * * * *
* * * % * * * * *
* * % * * * % % %
* * * * * *® * * *
* * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * *
»

* %  there were many wet eyes,
even among foreign ambaffadors ; for they
were all prefent, the French excepted,
when the troops took the oath of alle-
giance.

The ceremony 1s awful, and would be
more fo if the oath, which the foldiers re-
peat word by word, were not fo long.
Yet this vaft military paraphernalia, that
multitude of foldiers, who all the morn-
ing {warmed in the ftreets, and the pre-
cipitate adminiftring of the legionary oath,
feem ‘but to me too exclufively to pro-
claim
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claim the military power: feem but to
fay I AM MORE ESPECIALLY THE
KING OF THE SOLDIERS., I coMMmiT
MYSELF TO MY ARMY, BECAUSE [ aM
NOT CERTAIN OF POSSESSING A KING-
poM.——1J am perfuaded thefe military
forms will be mitigated under the new
rﬁigno ’

LETS
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LET TER XV.

Auguft 184, 1786

PRINQE. Henry received information
of the deceafe fomewhat late; not till yef=
terday, the feventeenth, at midnight. But
this perhaps was occafioned by their defire
to fend him one of his favourite officers,
who was a very bad horfeman. The let-
ter of the King was a page and a half in
Iength, written by his own hand, and in-
viting the Prince to come, who arrived to-
day at three in the afternoon. As foon as
it was dark, his aid-du-camp came for me ;
and what follows is the fubftance of the
Prince’s narrative. -

He has had an interview of an hour
and a half with the King, but is no fur-
ther advanced in the knowledge of what
he fhall hereafter be. The King was de-
void of oftentation in his behaviour to his
family; and was very much moved with
the Prince, fays the latter, but no way

~fommunicative. 'The uncle only attempt-
: ed
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ed to fpeak of foreign politics. His re-
queft in behalf of his favourite, Tauen-
fien, captain and aid-du-camp to his Royal
Highnefs, was immediately granted.

<« Refolved on the French fyftem, but
« defirous of feeing”—< Why ¥—** Dig-
s nity, prudence, the alarming difcontents
« of Holland” — ¢ Are you brother or
¢ King >—As brother intereft yourfelf~—
¢ As King do not interfere, you will but
¢ have the greater influence.’—¢ Your fa-
<« ther whofe name you cannot pronounce
< without weeping was as much French
s as I am; this I will demonftrate by his
s Jetters.”—° Oh I have feen proofs of
¢ that’—replied the King ¢ in thofe of the
¢ Queen of Sweden.’

¢ Vienna”—°¢ Advanges it is fuppofed
¢ will be made ; they will be accepted ; the
¢ war of peace will actually be concluded.’

“ The Englifh {yftem ?’~—< God pre-
¢ ferve me from it ()’ —¢ Ruffia ?"—* It
¢ has {carcely been thought on.’

(m) Itis Hertzberg who debates warmly for Hol-
land ; and beneath this mafk the tip of the Englifh ear
appears,

I The



[ 95 1

"The whole day paffed in well-managed
artifice. ‘The King was on horfeback with
his eldeft fon; he addrefled his generals
with carefles of every kind—¢ If you
s:ferve lefs faithfully than formerly, I, by
““being obliged to punifh, fhall be the
« perfon punithed.” He fpoke a Ittle
more feriotifly to the minifters, with whom
notwithftanding he dined.—Severely to the.
fecretaties—<¢ I well know you have been
“’gﬁiltgr' of indifcretions: I would advife
“ you to change your behaviour.”
“'Hertzberg hitherto preferves all his con-
fequence. T he King has not once pro-
nounced his ﬁame to Prince Henry, nor
the Prince to the King. His Majefty
however tenderly embraced Count Finken-
ftein, a true French knight errant, and
the only perfon, after Knyphaufen, in
whom Prince Henry confides ; that is to
fay willingly— I thank you,’ faid the
ng, « for the eminent fervices you have
¢ been fo indefatigable in rendering my
“ uncle; and I requeft you will act in the
¢ fame manner for my intereft R {:
is to be noted that Count Finkenftein is

the
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the implacable enemy of Hertzberg, but
the uncle of the dearly beloved Mademoi-
felle Vofs.

The will is to be opened to-morrow, in
prefence of thofe interefted. The King
will not attempt to alter a fingle line, one
article excepted, the neceflity’ of erafing
which he will fubmit to his uncles. The
old Monarch has been generous. He has
bequeathed Prince Henry two hundred
thoufand crowns, and a handfome ring,
exclufive of what will revert to him by the,
family agreement. The reft are likewife
well treated, but not fo magnificently.

The funeral ceremony afforded Prince
Henry a proper excufe for remaining; it
is to be performed at Potfdam. 'The King
will depart thence to receive homage in
Pruffia and Silefia; this is an old cuftom
of the country. Prince Henry will come
to an explanation previous to his journey;
but he 1s determined to wait as long as
poffible, that the King may begin the fub-
ject himfelf.

Speaking of me, his Majefty faid—
“I fufpe&t he is ordered to obferve me;

s¢ his



[ 97 1]
¢« his love (#) for the Emperor probably
¢« will not expofe him to the temptation
“ of fpeaking ill of me, when there is no-
¢ thing 1l to be {poken.” :

Prince Henry fears that, the mode of
life excepted, the method and efpecially
the ceremonies of government will be con-
tinued. He has charged me to mention
that Count d’Eft** is much too cold, too
diftant, too entirely an ambaffador, for the
new King. He entreats our miniftry not
to be tedious in bargaining concerning the
pledges of confidence.

It is faid, and I forgot to afk Prince
Henry, who perhaps does not know whe-
ther it be or be not true, that the King
has fent for the Duke of Brunfwick,
The minifter Schulemburg 1s in danger.
Prince Henry, by whom he has fo long
been hated and decried, is refolved to give
him fupport. Schulemburg only return-
ed this morning. He has compofed, or
rather made Struenfee compofe, an apolo-
getic memorial, adroit and fophiftical, in

(n) This is ironical. T.
Vor. L. H which
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which he has imputed to the late King
that order of affairs which he propofes to
remedy. He declaims againft monopo-
lies ; he, who is himfelf at the head of all
the monopolies : but he endeavours to
prove they cannot be fuddenly reform-
ed, efpecially that of the maritime com-
pany.

LET-
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LETTER XVIL

Auguf? 224, 1786,

PRINCE Henry is fingularly well fa-
tisfied with the new King, who the day
before yefterday (Sunday) fpent the great-
eft part of the afternoon with his uncle.
The latter went to him in the morning to
know the watch word. He pretends his
nephew indicates an eritire confidence in
him; but I fear he interprets compli~
mernts into pledges of truft. He affirms
the downfal of Hertzberg approaches ; this
I do not believe. I and my nephew, faid
the Prince, have been very explicit ; but
I doubt the nephew has deceived the un-
cle. The conciliating temper of thé King,
and his good-nature, which induce him to
receive all with kindnefs, may likewife lead
to error, without intending deception ; and
thefe rather prove he poflefles fenfibility
than ftrength of mind.

H: Pripce
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Prince Henry affirms the King is en-
tirely French. He requefts that no at-
tention may be paid to the fending of Co-
lonel or Major Geyfau to London, with
acceflion compliments ; thefe he affirms
relate only to the family. The King has
befide been deceived : he was told that the
court of St. James had fent compliments
at the death of King George, which is not
true. 'This, it is added, is an artifice of
Count Hertzberg. Prince Henry did not
arrive foon enough to prevent the thing
being done ; were it to do again, it thould
be otherwife. (Remark, it is the Prince
himfelf who fpeaks.) No one has been
fent either to Vienna or to Peterfburg.
(Not to Vienna, to the chief of the em-
pire, who 1s almoft as near a relation as
the King of England.—And as to Peter{-
burgh, Romanzow has made fuch bitter
complaints that Count Finckenftein, mo-
.derate as he 1s, demanded whether he had
-received orders from his court to fpeak in
that ftile.) But it is fingular enough that
envoys have been fent every where elfe ;
and particularly Count Charles Podewils

. (brother



[ 101 ]

(brother of him who is at Vienna) is gone
to bear the news to Sweden. This is de-
parting from the old {yftem ; to which it
is faid the King means, in other refpects,
to adhere ; for the King of Sweden was
held in averfion by the late King ; nor is
he lefs hated by Prince Henry. Count
Stein, a kind of domeftic favourite, is gone

to Saxony, Weymar, Deux-Ponts, &c.
Prince Henry wifhes the minifter for
foreign affairs fhould write, and imme-
diately, that the court of France hopes the
new King will confirm the friendfhip his
predeceffor began ; and fhould give it to
be underftood that all the Pruffian mi-
nifters are not fuppofed to mean as well,
toward France, as the King himfelf—
(I am not at all of this opinion; for this
would be to diftinguifh Hertzberg, and to
render the war againft our cabinet more
inveterate, If the downfall of this mi-
nifter be neceffary, it can only be effected
by taxing him with governing the King)
—and that the reciprocity of good will,
and good offices, may and ought to pro-
duce a more intimate connexion. He
H 3 wifhes
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wifhes M. de Calonne might write {foon to
him (Prince Henry) a friendly and often-
fible letter, but which ought to be fent by
fafe hands; that it fhould be recommend-
ed to Count d’Eft¥** to fmooth his brow ;
and he is particularly defirous a mode of
fomewhat calming the affairs of Holland
thould be found, and that this at fthould
be much praifed, and infifted on.

The Duke of Brunfwick has been fent
for, and 1s to arrive on Thurfday. Itis
faid he brings another will, which was
depofited in his hands. The firft was not
read before the family, but only in pre-
fence of the two uncles and the two mi-
nifters. The legatees have all received
their bequefts. The date of this will is
1769. It is in a pompous ftile, and is
written with labour and declamation. The
King has been exceeding attentive to fpe-
afy that his legacies are made from the
favings of his privy purfe.

The following is a fketch of his dona-
tions. The Queen has an annual aug-
mentation to her income of ten thoufand
crowns.~—Prince Henry has the grofs fum

1 of
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of two hundred thoufand crowns, a large
green diamond, a luftre of rock cryftal
eftimated at fifteen thoufand crowns, a fet
of eight coach-horfes, two led horfes richly
caparifoned, and fifty antequx, or {mall
cafks of Hungarian wine.—Prince Ferdi-
nand the grofs fum of fifty thoufand
crowns, and fome Hungarian wine. —
Princefs Ferdinand ten thoufand crowns
annually (The reafon of this was that, in
1769, the was the only Princefs of her
houfe who had any children) and a box.
—Princefs Henry fix thoufand crowns
annually. — The Dutchefs Dowager of
Brunfwick ten thoufand crowns annually.
—The Princefs Amelia ten thoufand
crowns annually, and all the perfonal
plate of the late King.—The Princefs of
Wurtemberg the grofs fum of twenty
thoufand crowns.—~The Duke of Wur-
temberg a ring.—The Landgrave of Hefle
the grofs fum of ten thoufand crowns.—
Prince Frederick of Brunfwick the fame.
. The reigning Duke of Brunfwick the fame,
with eight horfes (among others, the laft
that Frederick mounted) and a diamond

H4 ring,
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ring, eftimated at twenty-two thoufand
crowns, &c. &c. &c.

The King has confirmed all this with a
very good grace. The only article that he
will not agree to was a {trange whim of
the late King, relative to the interment of
his body; he withed to be buried befide
his' dogs. Such is the laft mark of con-
tempt which he thought proper to caft
upon mankind {0). I know not whether
the will that is coming will be equally re-

{pected

() The tongue of fcandal wery publicly, thatis to
fay in Pruffia, gives a far different reafon ; but it is one
fo revolting, fo atrocious, that not only charity but pro-
bability leads us to fufpect the truth of fuch an accufa-
tion. Still his love for his dogs while living, his man-
ner of treating them, and his laft requeft to be buried
by their fide, are very ftrange, or, in 2 man like him,
very whimfical falts. One of thefe favourites, a grey-
hound bitch, was taken at the battle of Sorr, when the
baggage was plundered by Trenck and Nadafti. Re-
gardlefs of inferior loffes, the King was in the a& of
writing to Nadafti, to requeft his bitch might be re-
ftored, when the Auftrian general, knowing his love
for the animal which was itfelf greatly attached to him,
had fent it back ; the bitch unperceived by the Monarch
leaped upon the table while he was writing, and as

ufual
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fpected with that already opened, even
though they fhould not be contradictory.

As to the fituation of the court, I be-
lieve the truth to be that Prince Henry
exaggerates his afcendancy ; and that he is
in abfolute ignorance of the King’s inten-
tions. They prattle much together, but
there is no fingle point on which they
have yet come to any ftipulation. True
it is that five days are fcarcely yet elapfed.
But wherefore prefume ? The Prince
fupports the minifter Schulemburg ; and
I know that Schulemburg found the King
dry and cold. He had one choice for the
French embafly; and I know the King
has another, which he has not even con-
cealed from the Prince. The Monarch
hears all, but is in nothing explicit.
Bifhopfwerder himfelf perhaps does not
know what he is to be, and, if he be pru-
dent, will not be in too great hafte.

ufual began to carefs him, at which he was fo affe@ed
that he fhed tears. ‘The day before he had cut off many
thoufands of men, and charged his dear children to give
no Saxon quarter. T.

I have
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I have twice feen Count Hertzberg, and
found him ftill the fame, a fmall portion
of diffimulation excepted. -He very pofi-
tively denied being Englifh. He does not
{feem to me to think he has the leaft need
of Prince Henry, whom he has not been
to vifit (which is very marked, or rather
indecent, behaviour) fince his promotion
ta the order of the Black Eagle. I withed
to infinuate to him that it would be eafy
to confult the uncle by the aid of the ne-
phew ; this he declined, but gave me an
apologetic memorial for Prince Henry, re-
lative to his perfonal difcuffions with Baron
Knyphaufen. Either Prince Henry or
Hertzberg, or both, are much -deceived.
Hertzberg certainly fups almoft every night
with the King; and the opinion of fome
well-informed people is that this minifter,
and General Moellendorf, will be appoint-
ed to educate the Prince of Pruffia.

The Marquis of Luchefini is continued
in his place, by the prefent King; but
hitherto he has only been defired to write
the poem for the funeral. The fecretary
of Prince Henry, it is faid, is to compofe

the
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the mufic ; and this is one of the things
which turn the uncle’s brain.

I have fent the King my grand memo-
rial (p); he has only acknowledged hav-
ing received 1t, adding that I might re-
main perfuaded whatever fhould come
from me would give him pleafure; and
that, of all the obliging things that were
faid to him, none flattered him more

highly than mine. * % % % #
£ K % ¥ ¥ ¥ %X % %
* % % * k%  k x %
% x kX % % % % %
* % k% % k¥ % %

P. S. The minifters took the oath of
allegiance yefterday, about three o’clock ;
hence, no probable changes for fome time
to come. Count Arnim Boytzemburg,
fent for by the King, arrived with all hafte,
and pafled the evening with his Majefty.
I believe him proper for nothing but a
place about court ; it may however have

{#) The memorial found at the end of the fecond
volume, T.

relation
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relation to the embafly to France, but
more probably to the place of grand
marfhal, or that of minifter of the Landf-
chafft, a kind of prefident of the pro-
vinces, who greatly influences the affefi-
ments of the taxes, and other internal
arrangements.

LET-
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LETTER XVIIL

Augufl 261hy 17862

I FEAR my prophecies will be accom-
plithed. Prince Henry appears to me to
have gained nothing but bows from his
nephew. One article of the will of the
King’s grand-father difpofed of the fuc-
ceffion of certain bailliages, fo as to be-
queath an acceffion of income, of about
forty or fifty thoufand crowns, to Prince
Henry ; including an augmentation of the
revenue of Prince Ferdinand. Circum-
ftances not being exactly the fame now as
fuppofed by the teftator, the minifters
(that 1s to fay Hertzberg) have pretended
that this bequeft no longer was legal ; and
the King eluding to grant the legacy, has
made a propofal to his uncle to have the
fuit determined, either in Germany, France,
or Italy. The Prince has written an in-
genious and noble letter to him, but in

which
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which he indicates the enemy. The King
has redoubled his outward carefles for his
uncle, and has fubmitted to three judges,
who have been nominated by the Prince,
I hence conclude that the uncle will gain
the fuit of the bailliages, but never that
of the regency.

Hertzberg however has commiffioned
me to make fome advances from himfelf
to the Prince, and this I think is a fign
that he is not in perfe@t fecurity. I never
could prevail on the Prince to comply;
fometimes inflated, fometimes agitated, he
neither could command his countenance
nor his firt emotions, He is deceitful,
yet knows not how to diffemble ; endowed
with ideas, wit, and even a portion of un-
derftanding, but has not a fingle opinion
of his own.—Petty means, petty councils,
petty paffions, petty profpets; all is di-
minutive in the foul of that man. While
he makes gigantic pretenfions, he has a
mind without method ; is as haughty as
an upftart, and as vain as a man who had
no claim to refpe¢t; he can neither lead
nor be Jed. He is one of the too frequent

examples
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examples that infignificance of charaGer
may ftifle the greateft qualities.

The thing the new King fears the moft
is being thought to be governed; and in
this refpe¢t Prince Henry, of all men, is
the leaft adapted to the Monarch; who
I believe ‘would confent not to reign,
provided he might only be fuppofed to
reign.

Remarkable change !—The general di-
retory is reftored to the footing on which
it was under Frederick William I. (g).
This 1s a wife act. The refult of the
madnefs of innovation, under Frederick II.
was that, of all the Kings in Europe, he
was the moft deceived. The mania of ex-
pediting the whole affairs of a kingdom in
one hour and a half was the caufe that the
minifters were each of them abfolute in
their departments. At prefent, all muft
be determined in a committee ; each will
have occafion of the confent and fanction
of all thereft. In a word, it isa kind of
council. This no doubt will have its in-

(4) The predeceflor of the late King. T.

conveni-
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conveniencies ; but how are inconveni-
encies to be avoided ?

The edi&t for fupprefling the Lotto is
figned, as I am affured. I fhall at leaft
have done this much good -to the coun-
try (7).—But the King has permitted the
laft drawing, which is wrong ; there ought
to have been none under his reign. Per-
haps it is only popular report.

The Duke of Brunfwick arrived this
evening. Mr. Ardenberg-Reventlau, a
man of merit and his favourite minifter—
(though Mr. Feronce is the principal)—
preceded him, and was here at a quarter
after four. The Duke was admitted to
fee his Majefty, who rifes at four o’clock;
at half after fix he was on the parade
The King received him neither with dif-
tance nor ardor. Perhaps nothing more
is meant, by this journey, than politenefs.
Neceflity only could make fuch a man
prime minifter, who will not trouble him-
felf with fruitlefs efforts, but who will be
very tenacious in his grafp. I fhall not

(7) See the before-mentioned memorial: T

converfe
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tonverfe with him till to-morrow. The
will he brings will probably be burnt; it
is faid to be of a much earlier date than
the other, and as far back as 1753.

The Landgrave of Heffe Caflel it is
affirmed is coming; alfo the Duke of
Weymar, the Prince of Deux-Ponts, and
even the Duke of York. Of the latter I
doubt. '

Hertzberg pretends that the King, by
becoming the pledge of the Stadtholder,
ought to make us eafy concerning Hol-
land, but he has not told us who fhall
make the pledge refpeéted.

Prince Henry wifhes advice fhould be
fent that Count Hertzberg, who has not
the good word of all the world, appears to
have gained the entire confidence of the,
King, and even to act the mafter. This
laft imputation is probably the molt effec-
tual method to procure the downfal of any
man, under the prefent reign.

There are many {mall court favours
granted, but no confiderable place beftow-
ed. I have attempted to reconcile Hertz-
berg and Knyphaufen, which I was in a

Vor. L. I train
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train to accomplifh, by demonftrating to,
them that their coalition would erect a
throne which could not be fhaken. Knyp-
haufen refufed, becaufe, alleged he, Hertz-
berg is fo deceitful it can never be known
whether the reconciliation 1s or is not fin-
cere ; and it is better, faid the Baron, to
be the open enemy than the equivocal
friend, of a man whofe credit 1s fuperior
to our own.

I am inclined to think Hertzberg muft
be difplaced, if we wifh the Pruffians {hould
become French. Three months are ne-
ceflary to draw any conclufions, that fhould
be at all reafonable. I again repeat, if
you have any grand political views, rela-
tive to this country and Germany, put an
end to the democratical quarrels of Hol-
land ; which are only the difputes of cun-
ning, profitable to thofe who have their

fortunes to make, but not to thofe whofe
fortunes are made.

LETS
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LETTER XVIIIL

Auguft 29th, 1786,

TO prophecy here daily becomes more
difficult ; time only can afford any rational
prognoftics. The King apparently intends
to renfounce all his old habits; this isa proud
undertaking. He has made three vifits to
Schoenhaufen (s), ror has he caft one look
on Mademoifelle Vofs : no femblance of
an Orgia; not one woman'’s bofom touch-
ed fince he has fate on the throne. One
of his confidants propofed a vifit to Char-
lottenburg—*‘ No,” replied he; < all my
“ former allurements are there.”—He re<
tires before ten in the evening, and rifes
at four; he works exceffively, and cer=
tainly with fome difficulty. Should he
perfevere, he will afford a fingular exam-
ple of habits of thirty years being van-
quithed. This will be an indubitable
proof of a grand charaéter, and fhew how
(s) The Queen’s palace. T.
12 we
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we have all been miftaken. But even, the
fuppofition granted, which is fo far from
probable, how deficient are his under—v
ftanding and his means. I fay how de-
ficient, fince even his moft extatic pane-
gyrifts begin by giving up his underftand-
ing. The laft day that he exercifed the
troops, he was ridiculoufly flow, heavy,
and monotonous. The men were four
times ranged in columns, and concluded
with parading. This continued threehours;
and in the prefence of a general fuch as
is the Duke of Brunfwick.—Every body
was diffatisfied.—Yefterday, the firft court
day, ke was ill; he forgot fome of the
foreign minifters, and uttered nothing but
a few common place phrafes, hafty, em-
barraffed, and ill chofen; this {carcely
continued five minutes. He immediately
left us to go to church; for he does not
mifs church ; and religious zeal, homilies,
and pulpit flatteries already begin to be
every where heard and feen.

Prince Henry has gained his fuit, con-
cerping the bailliages, as I had forefeen :
i other refpects, he has not advanced a

ftep;
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ftep ; confequently, has gone backward.
He dines every day with the King, and
does wrong; he affeCts to whifper with
him, and does wrong; he fpeaks to him
of public affairs inceffantly, and does
wrong. The King goes alone to vifit the
Duke of Brunfwick; and alfo goes in
company with Hertzberg, or meets him
at the Duke’s. The latter pretends to in-
terfere only with the army ; ‘the fole thing
which, according to him, he underftands.
I have never yet feen him in private, but
he has appointed me an audience on Wed-
nefday morning.

‘The Englifh faction continues very ac-
tive, and this proves there are difficultics
to encounter. In reality, it is an alliance
fo unnatural, when com pared to ours, that
it feems to me we thould not {uffer our-
felves though the King fhould commit
blunders to be routed by his miftakes.

The Monarch becomes very difficult ef-
feGually to obferve. He reverts to the
fevere ceremonies of German etiquette.
It is imagined he will not receive foreign-
ers, at leaft for fome time. I know all

I3 that
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that can be learnt from fubaltern fpies;
from valets, courtiers, fecretar 1es, and the
intemperate tongue of Prince Henry ; but
there are only two modes of influencing;
which are to give, or rather to give birth
to, ideas in the mafter, or in his minifters,
—In the mafter '—How, fince he is not
to be approached ?—In the minifters |—
1t is neither very eafy nor very prudent to
fpeak to them, on public affairs, I not be-
ing in a public character; and the difs
cuflions which chance affords are fhort,
vague, and incomplete. If I am {uppofed
capable of bufinefs, I ought to be fent to
fome place, where I fhould have a public
charater. I am afraid I fhall here coft
more than I am worth.

Count Goertz goes to Holland ; I know
not whether inftead of Thulemeyer or a4
tempus.  He is followed by the fon of
Count Arnim, who is a young fhoot for
the corps diplomatique. Goertz is not a
mas without talents ; when fent into Ruf-
fia, under every kind of difadvantage, he
obtained a good knowledge of the country:
he is cold, dry, and ungraciot's ; but fub-

tle,
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tle, mafter of his temper, though violent,
and a man of obfervation. Thst he 15 of
the Englifh party is certain; he is loyal
to Hertzberg, and convinced that the al-
liance of Holland and France is fo unna-
taral it muft foon end. I own I think as
he does, efpecially fhould we abufe our
power.

A new ambaffador is appointed; 77 petto,
for France. I have not yet been able to
difcover who; but Hertzberg fupports the
ridiculous Goltz with all his power,
Schulemberg daily declines in favour. The
maritime company have already loft their
monopoly of coffee, of which thére are
four millions and a half pounds weight
confumed in the various provinces of the
Pruffian monarchy. Hence we may ob-
ferve that the free ufe of coffee, which
daily becomes general in Germany, 1s the
caufe that the confamption of beer is gra-
dually and much lefs. The fame eonm-
pany may be deprived of a prodie'ious pro-
fit on fugars; but #t will be in vain to

deftroy old monopolies only to fubﬁlffute
14 new,
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new, though they fhould be for the profit
of the King,

The perfonal debts of his Majefty are
paying off by the minifter Blumenthal ;
it is faid there are tolerably great deduc-
tions made, but not unjuftly, as I ima-
gine, for there are no complaints on the
fubject. Exclufive of the royal treafury,
Frederick II. has left favings fo great that
they will fcarcely be abforbed by the per-
fonal debts of Frederick William II. It
is faid he will pay off his Italian opers,
and every body believes there will be a
French opera inftead. This certainly
would be no trifling means of fupport to
intrigue.

The freedom of fcrutiny is reftored to
the academy, and the Germans are hence-
forward to be admitted members, I re-
gard the curatorfhip of this body as a fa-
vour conferred on, and a tolerable refource
of power for, Hertzberg; who will be
curator by title, and prefident in reality.
The prefidency of the academy is-fo tuly
minifterial that the late Frederick exercifed
it himfelf, after the deceafe of the reftlefs

and
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and morofe Maupertuis. Count Hertz-
berg faid to me, at court— You are a
¢ compliment in my debt.”-—¢ On what
¢ occafion ¥—< I am curator of the aca-
« demy ; which title gives me greater plea-
¢¢ fure, and in my opinion 1s more honour-
« able than a ribband.”—Forty perfons
heard our difcourfe.—¢ Certainly,” replied
I, © he who is the minifter of knowledge
¢ may well be called the prime minifter.”
The King will not ruin himfelf in gifts;
he has hitherto beftowed only prebenda-
ries, which coft him nothing, except a
penfion of three hundred crowns on Gene-
ral Levald.—I am informed that he has juft
granted one of eight hundred crowns—to
the poet Rammler. It would perhaps have
been more delicate not to have begun by
penfioning fame, and her trumpet,

LET-
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LETTER XIX.

September 2d, 1486,

ALL circumftances confirm my predic«
tions. Prince Henry and his nephew have
almoft quarrelled. The uncle is incon-
folable, and thinks of retiring to Rhein{-
berg. He will almoft certainly return
during the journey of the King through
Pruffia and Silefia. Probably we fhall
have no great changes before the Mo-
narch has performed thefe journies, if
then. There is one however befide thofe
I have before {poken of, which is remark-
able; and that is, a commiflion to exa-
mine the adminiftration of the cuftoms;
what is to be abrogated, what preferv-
ed, and what qualified, efpecially in the
excife.

Mr. Werder, a minifter of ftate and the
intimate friend of Hertzberg, the enemy

of
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- of Schulemburg who brought him inta
place, and father-in-law to the fecretary
of the Englith embafly, or perhaps to his
wife, is at the head of this commiffien,
The other members are'ridiculoufly feleét-
ed ; but the very proje&t of fuch a reform
is moft agreeable to the nation ; as much
fo as the penfion of eight hundred crowns
granted to the paet Rammler, and the
promife of admiffion of Germans into the
academy is to the diftributors of renown,
It remains to be feem whether the people
have not been led to hope taa much ; and
whether 1t is not requifite to be certain of
fubftitutes, previeus to the pramife of re-
Lief.

The King goes to Pruffia attended by
Meffieurs Hertzberg, (For the King to ke
attended by a mimifter out of his depart-
ment 1s unexampled.) Goltz, . furnamed
the Tartar, Boulet, a French engineer,
General Goertz, Gaudi, and Bifthopf-
werder.

This Goltz the Tartar is he who, in
the laft campaign of the feven year’s war,
‘ raifed
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raifed an infurrettion of fifty thoufand
Tartars, in the Crimea and the neigh-
bouring countries; who were marching
ta make a diverfion in favour of the King
of Pruffia, and had arrived at Bender,
when peace was concluded. Notwith-
ftanding this, Goltz can boaft of but little
abilities ; except that he is a good officer,
and ardently active. He was indebted for
his great and fingular fuccefs to a Dutch-
man, named Bifkamp, whom he met with
in the Crimea. He attached himfelf to
this very able and enterprifing man, who
underftood the language, knew the coun-
try, and ferved Frederick II. according te
his wilhes; by whom indeed he was well
paid. This Bitkamp 1s at Warfaw, and
there forgotten, which is very ftrange. 1
have fuppai=d the relating this anecdote,
which is but little known, might be in-
terefting.

Beulet 15 an honeft man, for whom the
King fhews fome affection, and to whom

e 1s indebted for all he knows concerning
fortification,

General
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‘General - Goertz is. the brother of the
Goertz who is going to Holland, but
rot his-equal; he is artful and fubtle,
and his good faith is of a3 fufpicious com=
plexion. ‘

Gaudi is the brother of the celebrated
general of the fame name; little known
hitherto as the minifter of the Pruffian
department, but capable, well-informed,
firm, decided, and indubitably the man
moft proper to influence interior arrange-
ments, in reconftructing the grand direc-
tory.

Bifhopfwerder you are acquainted with ;
he and Boulet each lately received the com-
miffion of lieutenant colonel,

The King has told Schulemburg that,
on his return from Pruflia, he will deter-
mine which of his nine departments he
fhall be deprived of. He and. his wife are
the only minifterial family who are not
invited to court. The probabilities all are
that Schulemburg will demand leave to re-
fign, fhould his colleagues continue to
humble him, and the King to. treat. him
with contempt. But Strueniee . probably

4 . will
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will keep his place, and he then propofes
to alt, in concert with us, in cur publi¢
funds ; efpecially fhould the King, asis
apparent, commit to his charge the four
millions of crowns (about fixteen milliong
of French livres, or near feven hundred
thoufand pounds fterling) which he means
to fet apart, for the operations of previ-
ous finance. Struenfee i1s the only man
who underﬁands them. This 1s a fubject
not to be negletted, as it hitherto has
been, even {fo far as to render it im-
pofiible for me to a& with propriety.
We might profit by him, during peace;
but if unfortunately the news which is
whifpered be true, concerning the in-
creafing 1ll health of the Elettor of Ba-
varia, depend upon war, for I then hold
it inevitable. Is this a time for us to
exift from day to day, as we do, when
each month (for there is a probability,
at any time, that he fhould die within a
month) menaces all Europe with inextris

cable confufion?
‘Mr. de Larrey, fent from the Stadts
holder to eompliment the King, openly
3 affirms
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affirms it is impoffible the difputes of
Holland fhould be appeafed without effu-
fion of blood; and the fpeculations of
Hertzberg upon this fubject are bound-
lefs ; but the fecret is well kept, by thofe
who furround the King.

LET-
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LETTER XX

T0 THE DUKE DE *¥

September 2, 17864

BY what fatality, my Lord, has it hap-
pened that I have not received your letter;
dated the fixteenth, till this day? And,
ftill more efpecially, why was it not writ-
ten fome weeks fooner ? The importance
of the propofition with which it concludes
will never be fully underftood ; and which,
made at any other time, except when the
King was dying, would have been willing-
ly accepted. It will never be known, had
it been prefented foon enough, how much
it might have effeted, impeded, and in-
dicated, relative to a Prince whofe under-
ftanding perhaps is not great, but who
poflefles gratitude, and who will much more
certainly be an honeft man than a great
King; fo that his heart, rather than his

mind,
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mind, ought to have been appealed to;
and that at a time when he was far other-
wife acceflible than at prefent ; walled in,
as he is, by fyftem and intrigue. How
does it happen that you are the only per-
fon of the country you inhabit who con-
ceived. this plan? How could the cabinet
of Verfailles give up the merit of .offering
mﬂmg fums to Serilly ? How could it
permit the Duke of Courland to fecure the
claim of having hufhed the loud cries of
cxedltors to filence ? How impolitic and
d1faf’nous are the fordid views, the con-
fined plans, and fhort-fighted prudence of
certain perfons ! In what a fituation would
fuch an at have placed us, as it would
nie perfonally, in his opinion ! All things
then would have been poffible, would have
been eafy to me.—But of this we muft
think no more; we muft only remember
this is a new proof that reafon is always
on your fide.

Since the death of the King I have fent
fupplies of information, to your cabinet,
refpecting the Aulic phafes (¢), and my dif-

. () Court changes, or appearances. T.

Vor. L K patch
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patch of to-ddy, a great part of which no
doubt our common friend will read to
you, is a ftatement, according to the beft
of my abilities, of prefent and future con-
tingencies. You will there perceive Prince
Henry has accomplithed his own deftiny;
that his trifling chara&er has, on this oc-
cafion, weighty as it was, been ftranded
on the rock of his exceflive vanity, asit
has before fo often been; that he has at
once difplayed an exceffive defire of power,
difgufting haughtinefs, infupportable pe-
dantry, and a difdain of intrigue, at the
fame time that his condu& was one con-
tinuation of petty, low, dirty cabal; that
he has defpifed the people in power, while
he himfelf is furrounded by no creature
who is not evidently either foolith, knavith,
or contemptible, one fole man, Baron
Knyphaufen, excepted, and he is in daily
danger of being carried off by an apoplexy;
that, in fine, no man can be more out of
favour, and particularly of confidence, or
can have put himfelf into a fituation in

which confidence, and favour, will be more
difficult to regain.

T there-
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I therefore perfift in my opinion that
the Duke of Brunfwick, who is mafter of
himfelf, by no means oftentatious, and
who is poﬁeffed of profound talents, will
be the man ; not of the preferit moment, but
of the moment of neceflity. My reafons
are numerous, and fo deduced as, in my
opinion, not to admit of contradi&ion,
the order of events and circumftances;
which I fee and forefee confidered. Alt
this does but render the execution of your
projeét the more neceflary, and which I
regard as very practicable, with fome finall
exceptions, if executed by the perfons in
whom you ought to confide ; fhould: you
with your natural dexterity, and irrefifti-
ble feduction, purfue the plan of interefts
ing the vanity of the MasTtR, fo as to
make it his own aét, and, as you have fo
well exprefled it, that it thall be he him-
felf who fhall inform his minifters of his
intentions.

I repeat, your project is the more im~
mediately neceflfary becaufe that England
cabals, with great induftry, in her own
behalf, under the pretence of the interefts

Kz of



[ 132 ]
of Holland, which are very much at heart,
in the cabinet of Berlin. I own that what
I have often infinuated here, namely, that
the Pruflian power is not {ufficiently ¢ona
folidated, and that, if oppofed to ftand the
thock of France and Auftria combined, it
muft be reduced to powder, is a propo-
fition not fo unanfwerable but that, thanks
to Ruffia, there are many objeGions to be
made ; and fo there always will be, even
in fuppofitions the moft unfavourable to
Pruffia. 1. Becaufe this would; but be
commencing a deplorable career of fan-
guinary contentions, under the direGion
of the Emperor, who is fo little able to
direct-that he may. be affirmed to be the
leaft military of men. 2. That the utmoft
fuccefs would leave a Prince without coun-
terpoife in Europe, who has claims and
pretenfions of every kind. Laftly, and
more efpecially, this would be painfully to
feck that which the nature of events {pon-
taneoufly offers ; like as fpring makes the

apparently dry and faplefs tree bud and
bloom. '

There
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Theére are fome errors in cyphering,
which are the caufe that I do not perfeétly
underftand the grounds of your diffenfion
with me, concerning the maritime {yftem ;
but l too well ‘know the extreme juftnefs
of your mind, which doés not remain
fatisfied with phantoms, to imagine our
opinions are very oppofite. And, for my
own part, I have never pretended to fay
that we ought not to maintain a navy
which fhould make our commerce refpect-
ed. The queftion to determine is—What
ought the extent of this commerce to be,
which is to be effectually protected ? You
like me perceive that no alliance with Eng-
land can be folidly eftablifhed, but by a
commercial treaty, which fhould have ex-
a&, clear, and diftiné lines of demarka-
tion : for, were unlimitted freedom of trade
permitted, they would be "the fufferers.
How might they fupport the rivalfhip ?
And, if we do not cut away the voracious
fuckers from the root of the tree, how
fhall we prevent the Indies, and Antilles,
from eternally continuing the apple of dif-
cord ?

‘ K3 Be
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Be this as it may, my Lord, do not fufs
fer yourfelf to be difcouraged, or difgufted,
by difficulties, Afcend the heighth with a
firm though meafured flep, and with in-
flexible conftancy. You have found the
only unbeaten track which, in thefe times,
can lead to political fame, and which beft
may tend to the pacification of the earth,
How admirable is it to unite the talents of
the hero, the principles of the fage, and
the proje&s of the philofopher ! By a fin-
gle diplomatic act, to reverfe all the obfo-
lete forms, all pitiable rubricks, all the
deftructive arts of modern politics, would
be to gain no vulgar crown ; and a profpe&t
fo magnificent muft be a moft powerful
fupport to your fortitude.

1 need not repeat how much I am de-
voted to you, or how entirely you may
difpofe of me.

LET-
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LETTER XXI.

September 5th, 1786.

ITss impoffible that I fhould fend you
intelligence more exatt, concerning the
fituation of Prince Henry with the King,
than that which my preceding letters con-
tain. The Prince himfelf no longer con-
ceals the truth; and, like all weak men,
pafling from one extreme to the other, he
clamoroufly affirms the country is un-
done ; that priefts, blockheads, proftitutes,
and Englifhmen are haftening its deftruc-
tion; and, by the mtemperance of his
language, confirms what the indifcretion
of the Chevalier O*%*, and the perfonal
confidence of the uncle to the nephew,
when he was only Prince of Pruffia, pro-
bably before but too certainly told Frede-
rick William II. I repeat, he has com-
pleted his difgrace, in the private eftima-
tion of the King. It is my opinion that,
if he may be permitted, he will either quit
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this country, in which he has not one
friend, one parafite, except in the moft
fubaltern and abjeé&t clafs, or will become
infane, or will die: fuch is my augury.

Not that I am convinced that the admi-
niftration muft always be committed to
fubalterns. The King has too much dread
of feeming to be governed, not to have the
neceflity of being governed. Why fhould
he be the firft man who fhould pretend to
be what he 1s not ? Frederick II. who by
nature was fo perfectly defigned to govern,
never teftified a fear of being governed;
he was certain of the contrary. The pre-
fent King fears he fhall, and therefore fhall
be. While public affairs are tranfacted
feparately, he will not feem to be; for
nothing 1s more eafy in this country than
to receive and to pay. The machinery is
fo wound up that the furplus of revenue
is great indeed. It is eafy to pay fome at-
tention to detail, to keep watch over the
police, to make fome fubordinate changes,
-and to coquet with the nation. And here
be 1t faid, by the way, there feems a de-
termination of humbling the vanity of

foreigners ;



[ 137 ]

foreigners ; {fo that, as I have always af-
firmed, the gallomania (u) of Prince Henry
has been very prejadicial to us. Some
good will be done; for it is not here. as in
other kingdoms, where the paffing from
evil to good is fometimes worfe than evil
itfelf, and where there is terror in re-
fitance. All is here done ad nutum. Be-
fide, the cords are fo ftretched they can-
not but relax: the people have been fo
opprefied, have fuffered fuch vexation, fuch
extortion, that they muft find eafe. All
will proceed therefore, and almoft without
aid, while foreign politics thall continue
calm and uniform; but, whenever a gun
is fired, or even at the firft lowering ftorm,
with what a petty crafh will this fcaffold-
ing of mediocrity come to the ground!
How will thefe {fubaltern minifters thrink ;
from the flave at the oar to the terrified
freerfman ! How will they call for a pilot’s
aid !

Who muft be this pilot ?—The Duke
of Brunfwick. Of this I have no doubt.
Every little accident, in the day of treu-

(u) E,nthuﬁvafm—in favour of France. T.

ble,
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ble, is only an additional aptitude to fear,
Befide that the Prince is, of all men, him,
who beft can conduét little vanity: he
will fatisfy himfelf with appearing the fer-
vant of fervants ; the moft polite, the moft
bumble, and indubitably the moft adroit
of courtiers ; while, at the fame time, his
iron hand will fetter all paltry views, all
trifling irtiigues, all inferior faéions.
Such is the horofcope I draw ; nor do !
think, at prefent, one more rational can be
erected. |
Hertzberg i1s the man who muft be ma-
naged 1n the ftate; and for this Count de
Eft** is not qualified, becaufe he formerly
deferted him too much ; and he well per-
ceived 1t would have been indelicate, and
ftupid, to have veered too fuddenly. Hertz-
berg however may ruin himflf by his boaft-
ing, and even by his oftentation. This is
a mode of effeting the fall of minifters
which the courtiers will not fail to em-
ploy, becaufe of the character of the King,
and which may fucceed.
But Holland and her convulfions are
the fubject of prefent confideration. There
9 is
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1s a conviftion that we can do what we
pleafe ; and, though I am far from think-
ing this to be incontrovertible, I flill think
that, were we to fay to the party that has
gained fo much ground, probably from a
conviction that we were ready to march up
to their fupport—(For how would they
have dared to make themfelves refponfible,
if they had poflefled no fecurities for fuch
future contingencies as may be expected ?)
—1 repeat, were we to fay, You muft go no
Sfurther, we thould be obeyed. It will be
{uppofed, I neither pretend nor with to
give advice. I am too far removed from
truth which I can only infpect through
the magnifying glals of paffion; and
Count d’Eft** informs me of nothing :
but I can diftin&ly perceive that the hur-
ricane, which is forming in thofe marfhes,
may extend to other countries. TheFrench
embafly of Berlin will not fay thus much
to you, becaufe they do not fge things in
the fame light, but are perfuaded that the
intereft of the brother will have no in-
fluence on the connexions of the King.
Of this I doubt, and have good reafon {o

to
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to doubt. Hertzberg is wholly Dutch,
for it is the only decent manner in which
he can be Englifh; and he may greatly
influence foreign politics, although he does
not underftand them. As, the other day,
he was rehearfing his eternal repetition
of—TuE KiNG WILL BE THE PLEDGE
oF THE STADTHOLDER—I faid to him—
¢ I refpect the King too much to afk who
¢ fhall be the pledge of the pledge; but I
¢ dare venture to alk—How will the King
““ make lLis pledge refpected? What fhall
¢ happen when France fhall demontftrate
¢ that the Stadtholder has broken engage-
¢ ments, entered into under her fanétion?
“ The King is not the brother-in-law of
“ Holland ; and the affair of Naples is
¢ {ufficient proof that family interventions
‘“ may be eluded ? What can the King ac-
¢ complifh againft Holland? And is he
““not too equitable to require us, who
¢ cannot wifh that the Dutch fhould be-
“ come Englith, to ritk our alliance for
¢ the knight-errant of the Englith ?”—
‘To all this Hertzberg, who beholds no-
thing on this fublunary earth but Herrz-

BERG
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8ERG and Prussia, made vague replies ;
byt, at the words— What can the King
«¢ accomplifth againft Holland ?”"—he mut-
tered,. with a gloomy air—Holland will not
defy bim I believe. Once again, beware of
Holland ; where, by way of pareathefis, the
Englifh legation affirms that we Thave
bought the town of Schiedam; that M.
de Calonne in particular inundates the
country with gold; .and, in a word, that
he 1s perfonally the brand of difcord. *-

I have referved the queftions with which
your letter begins to conclude with ; firft
becaufe they relate to affairs the leaft prefl-
ing ; fince it appears impoflible that the
Emperor thould make any attempts, on
Turkey in Europe, before the coming
{pring ; and next it was neceflary I thould
previoudly recolleét myfelf ; the concurring
«circumftances of the death of the King and
the acceffion of Frederick William, being
the fubjets which have almoft exclufively
demanded my attention, and induced me
to defer more diftant obje@s to future
confideration. Still I fear mine is' a bar-
ren harveft, Pruffia not having any conti-

3 ‘ nued
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nued intercourfe with thefe wide lying
countries, which are more than four huns
dred leagues diftant; for the has neither
any great merchant nor any f{yftem of po-
litics, becaufe that the corps diplomatic of

Pruffia is extremely deficient.
As to thofe individuals that are met with
in fociety, they are ignorant, and can af-
ford noinformation. Buckholz, the Pruf«
fian envoy to Warfaw, a man of ordinary
capacity but active, and Huttel, whe is
in the fame capaeity at Peterfburg, an in-
telligent perfon, write word that Ruffiais
more pacific than Turkey; and that the
internal Ottoman provinces call for war.
The frontier provinces, appertaining to
the Tartars, certainly are not friendly to
Ruffia. Moldavia and Wallachia are go-
verned by Hofpodars ; who, being Grecks,
moft certainly are fold to whoever will
purchafe them, confequently to Rufha.
The Emperor deceives them, and is hated
there as elfewhere. I fhall fpeak further
of this, and fhall endeavour to give a fketch
of a journey along the frontiers of thefe
countries, which fhould be undertaken in
the
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the difguife of a trader, and kept rigidly
fecret, by which the ftate of the frontiers,
the magazines, the propenfities of the peo-
ple, &c, &c. might be known, and what
1s to be hoped or feared, if it be found
neceflary to arm (in which cafe it is very
probable Pruffia would voluntarily aid us
with all her powers) that is to fay, if the
Emperor fhould determine to pay no re-
fpect to our remonftrances, as he has twice
done before.

Perhaps I might be more ufeful, em-
ployed in fuch a journey, than at Berlin,
where at every ftep I tread on danger, and
fhall fo continue to do, unlefs I have cre-
dentials; at leaft as an affiftant; which
perhaps would be the more proper becaufe
it fometimes happens that fuch an inter-
locutor 1s {poken to with greater freedom
than an ambaffador ; for the refufals he
meets, or the propofals he makes, have no
minifterial confequences; and thus each
party gains information, without either be-
ing offended.

Pay ferious attention to this, I requeft.
In vain you recommend me to alt private-

ly;
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ly ; permit me to inform you that, in
defpight of all my efforts, this is imprati-
cable. I have too much celebrity, too
much intercourfe with Prince Henry, who
is a true Joan of Arc, and who has no
fecrets of any kind. I am made to fpeak
when I am filent; and when I fay any
thing it 1s unfaithfully repeated. It isim-
poflible to conceive all that has been at-
tributed to me, fince the King’s death;
that is to fay, fince an epocha when I have
taken advantage of the interruption of fo-
cial meetings to keep myfelf reclufe, and
to labour only by mining. Count d’Eft#*
difcredits me all in his power. The Eng-
lith embafly exclaims Fznum habet in cornu,
long? fuge. 'The favourites keep me at a
diftance ; the wits, the priefts, and the
myftics have formed a league, &c. &c.
Each fears an invafion of his domains,
becaufe my real bufinefs is not known. I
cannot remain and be of any utility, un-
lefs you fhall find means to inform Count
Finckenftein that I am only a good citizen,
and a good obferver ; but that thefe I am,
and that I am authorized to give my opi-

nion.
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hion. I cannot doubt but that this mi~
nifter 1s very defirous thefe few words
fhould be faid. I am however in con-
{cience obliged to repeat, the part I have
to play daily becomes more difficult and
more 1nvidious ; and that, in order to be
truly ufeful, I muft have fome charaéter
given me, or be employed elfewhere.

Prince Henry at prefent reads his re-
cantation ; he again pretends Hertzberg
has received his death blow, and that his
downfal will be inftantaneous. He re-
lates miracles of the Duke of Brunfwick,
and flatters himfelf he thall, foon or late,
have great influence—< He will be in no
‘ hafte. He will ply to windward fix
« months.” He affirms the Englith pro-
je@s are abfolutely abortive. Hertzberg
he is confident aés as if he had loft all
underftanding, and precifely as if he, Prince
Henry, had counfeled him, in order to ren-
der his fall more headlong, &c. &c. &c.
In fine, his difcourfe is a mixture of en-
thufiafm and rhodomontade, of prefump-
tion and anxiety; a flux of words,, that
confirm nothing ; or of half phrafes, with-

Vor. L L out
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out any determinate meaning, except of
exaggeration and tumor.  Hence, it is dif-
ficult to conjefture whether he deceives
himfelf or withes to deceive; whether he
maintains the caufe of vanity, feafts on
illufion, or if he has recently any ray of
hope ; for, as I have faid, it is not im-
poffible but that Hertzberg, by his boaft-
ing, fhould effect his own ruin. Prince
Henry prefles me to requeft the court to
{fend me fome credentials, while the King
fhall be in Pruffia and Silefia; or at leaft
to write concerning me to Count Fincken-
ftein, by whom the intelligence may be
communicated to the King.

No change 1n the new habits of the
Monarch. Madam Rietz has been but
once to fee him ; but, on Saturday laft, he
wrote to his natural fon by that woman,
and directed his letter —< To my fon
¢« Alexander Count de la Marche (w)."
He has ennobled and even made a Baron-
nefs of the miftrefs of the Margrave of
Schwedt (Baronefs of Stoltzenberg, which

(w) Meaning one of the marches of Branden-
burg. T.

is
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is the title of a Barony, worth about eight
thoufand crowns a year, given her by the
Margrave) who is nothing more than a
tolerably pretty German girl, formerly an
actre(s, by whom the Margrave has a fon.
It was not thought proper to refufe the
only thing this old Prince of feventy-feven
wifhed to or could requeft. Perhaps too
it was a pretext to do as muchyfor Ma-
dame Rietz. The hufband of this lady is
Ergkaemmerer (x), a place nearly corre-
{ponding to that of firft valet-de-chambre,
and treafurer of the privy purfe; butitis
fuppofed he will do nothing more than
get rich: his wife hitherto has never had
any ferious influence.

The court marfhal, Ritwitz, having
{uddenly become faving mad, after a quar-
rel with one of the provifion officers, Mar-
witz, who is a totally infignificant perfon,
has been propofed to the King. ¢ He will
“ do as well as another,” replied the Mo-
narch. Is this thoughtleflnefs; or is it
fear of importance being annexed to a
place which in reality but little merits

(x) Arch chamberlain. T, ‘
L2 1mpora



[ 148 ]
importance ! This queftion it is impoffi-
ble to anfwer.

Lucchefini increafes in his pretenfions;
he demands a place in the finance or com-
mercial department ; perhaps the direCtion
of the maritime company, but this would
be a very lofty ftride. Annexed to wit
and information, he has fome qualities to
which ambition is feldom allied; at moft
they will entitle him to become a member
of the corps diplomatique, of which he is
capable. I believe this Italian to be one
of the moft ardent in keeping me at a dif-
tance from the King ; who will not indeed
be eafy of accefs before the winter.

The commiffion of regulations has hi-
therto rather appeared a cauftic than a
healing and paternal remedy. There is
much more talk of the fums the employ-
ment of which cannot be juftified than of
eafing the excife. Verder the prefident is
befide known to be the perfonal enemy of
fome of the members of the tax adminiftra-
tion. This perhaps has occafioned fufpi-
cions. Verder however was propofed by
the Duke of Brunfwick, who in fa&t had

need
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need of his aid, in fome affairs that relate
to his country.

Hertzberg has certainly been in a ftorm,
and the credit of Count Finckenftein ap-
pears to be augmented, though I confefs
the fhade of increafing favour is fcarcely
perceptible. I perfift in believing that
Hertzberg is immoveable, unlefs by his
want of addrefs,

L3 L E T~
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LETTER XKXII

September 8th, 17864

THE fixth, at a review of the artillery,
1 difmounted my horfe to attend the King,
in the front of the ranks. The Duke of
Brunfwick joined me; and, as we talked
of mortars, bombs, and batteries, we gra-
dually removed to a diftance. As foon as
we were alone, he began to {peak to me of
the prodigious knowledge I had of the
country ; giving me to underftand he had
read my memorial to the King. He then
reverted to the new reign; and fuddenly
afterward to foreign politics. Having en-
tered at length into the fubjet, and {fpoken
more than 1s neceffary here to repeat, he
added—¢ In God’s name, arrange affairs
“in Holland ; free the King of his fears.
¢ Muft the Stadtholder never be other than,
““ ad bonores2 You are in full credit there,
“ and this credit you cannot lofe ; if you

“ did,
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¢ did, the party by which you obtained it
“ would be too much expofed to danger,
¢ I repeat, put us at our eafe, and I will
¢ anfwer on my head for every thing elfe :
“ but ufe difpatch, I conjure you. On
¢ Sunday I fhall depart for Brunfwick ;
“ come and vifit me, while the King is
« gone into Silefia; we can converfe freely
“ there and no where elfe, But write to
““ your friends that they ought to exert all
¢ their influence to engage the French
¢ miniftry to ufe moderation with the
¢ Prince of Orange, who cannot be pro-
¢¢ {cribed without {tate convulfions. Things
“ are not ripe for his abolifhment ; give
“ him prote@ion. France cannot render
«a greater fervice to Europe. What is
“ your court yet to learn thofe forms
<¢ which effet no change, but which give
< every fupport ?” Here we feparated, be-
caufe the fubje¢t began to be too intereft-
ing. But tell me—Ought I not to go to
Brunfwick ?

To this T fhould add that Count Goertz
has taken eight Chaffeurs with him, who

are to convey letters to the frontiers of the
Lg Pruffian
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Pruffian ftates, in order that no difpatches
may be fent by land, nor pafs through
foreign hands. The Duke of Brunfwick
has repeated what Prince Henry had told
me, and which I forgot to inform you of,
that one of the principal motives for felect-
ing Count Goertz was his former friend-
thip with M. de Veyrac.

From my converfation with the Duke,
I conclude that he is or foon will be mafter
of affairs ; and this explains the new fit
of joy, hope, and prefumption, which has
feized on Prince Henry, who has been
perfuaded by the cunning Duke that, if
he will but have patience, the fcepter will
devolve on him; and that he, the Duke,
will be no more than high conftable. It
1s faid Koenigfberg will be appointed field
marfhal.  This, added to the fmooth turn
which the Duke has given difcuffions, and
pecuniary matters, has turned the Prince’s
brain, who told me the other day—-<¢ That
< the Duke was the moft loyal of men,
““and his beft friend ; that he owned a
« fortnight ago he was of a different opi-
*“ nion; but that, &c. &c.”~So that the

meta-
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metamorphofis has been produced within
this fortnight. In truth there is no real
difference between a fool and a man of
underftanding, who thus can fuffer him-
felf to be deceived ; as little is there be-
tween a fool and a man of underftanding,
who can be perfuaded that a fool is a man
of underftanding.—Both thefe things daily
happen to Prince Henry. On the thir-
teenth he departs for Rheinfberg, and is to
return the day before the King.

The fervor of the novice appears fome-
what to abate. I have good reafon to be-
lieve that Mademoifelle Vofs is ready to
capitulate. Ogling, frequent converfa-
tions (for the prefent affjduity at Schoen-
haufen is not paid to the Queen Dowager)
prefents accepted, (A canonicate for her
brother) and an attempt at influence. (It
is {he who placed Mademoifelle Vierey in
the fervice of the Princefs Frederica of
Pruffia.) To afk is to grant. Since the
acceffion, all circumftances denote how
dazzling is the luftre of a diadem; but fo
much the better; for her fall only can

render her but little dangerous. She is
wholly
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wholly Englith, and is not incapable of
intrigue. When we reflect that the credit
of a Madame du Trouflel had the power,
under a Frederick II. to beftow places of
importance, we may imagine what may
happen under another King, as foon as it
fhall be difcovered that intrigue may be
employed at the court of Berlm, as well
as at other courts.

Madame Rietz yefterday received a dia-
mond worth four thoufand crowns: fhe -
will probably be put on the invalid kft,
with fome money, and perhaps a title.

Her fon, at prefent, has publicly the
title of Count de la Marche ; (or Count
Brandenburg) and has a feparate eftablith-
ment. ' |

General Kalckftein, difgraced by the late
King, and regrctted by every body, has re=
ceived a regiment.

At prefent, and till I hear other news
relative to Berlin, accept the following
important anecdote ; and which I think it
neceflary to fend, in the now doubtful
ftate of the health of the Emprefs of Ruf-
fia. About fix years ago a young foreigner,

and.
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and a gentleman, in the frvice of Prance,
was prefented to the GHmDFkE, by a lady
who had been educated with her, and who
has remained her intimae friend. It was
the intention of this yq‘tmg gentleman to
enter into the Ruffian/ fervice: he was
prefented to the Grand Duke, by the G¥**.
D#**¥, who warmly filicited, and while
he was prefent, a plae for the youth in
the fervice of her hufbjnd.

The young favourig, well-formed and
iaandfome, often vifitid the G¥**_D*¥*
Invited to her palace, jeafted, diftinguifh-
ed, and continually reeiving new favours,
he fell in love; of wiich the G**_-D%%%
was informed by hif extreme confufion.

One grand court-day
the evening, the had

of her women into 3

and {ufficiently diftq
the court was held.
condutrefs quitted }

at a mafked ball, in
im conducted by one
1 obfcure apartment,
nt from thofe where
In a little time the
im, and advifed him

to wait; and the G
black domino. She

k- D¥**% arrived in a

removed her maik,

took the youth by tle hand, led him to a
fopha, and made hin fit down by her fide.
The
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The G**_D¥*¥ then told him this wag
the moment for tim to chule, between the
fervice of France ind the fervice of Ruffia.
A certain time however was allowed him,
to come to a deifion. Coquettry and
even carefles fuccecded. Wavering, taken
by furprize, diftrated betweeis Iove and
fear, the youth behived with exceffive auk-
wardnefs, at the teginning of the inter-
view. The G**-D*¥¥ however encou-
raged him, infpired 1im with audacity, and
made him every adwance, till at length he
vanquifhed his timdity, and indeed be-
came very daring.

To this {cene of tanfports, adieus fud-
denly fucceeded, wlich partook as much
of terror, and of dfpotifm, as of love.
The G#**.D*** eonmanded the youth,
in the moft tender bit the moft abfolute
tone, to inform the 3rand Duke that he
could not accept the nnk of captain, which
was intended to be giren him.—She added
that he muft depat, inftantly depart;
and that his head mut anfwer fhould the
leaft circumftance tnnfpire. She at the
fame time prefled hm to demand fome

mark
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mark of remembrance. The terrified
youth, confufed and ‘rembling, requefted
a black ribband, which fhe took from her
domino. He received the pledge, and fo
totally loft all recollection that he left the
ball, and quitted Feterfburgh, without
contriving any means of correfpondence,
arrangements for the future, or precau-
tions of any kind, in favour of his for-
tune. In a few days he left Ruffia, tra-
velling day and night, and did not wrie
to the Grand Duké till he had paffed the
frontiers. He received a very gracious
anfwer ; and here the affair ended.

This perfon is returned to, and is now
in, the fervice of France. He has little
firmnefs, but does not want underftand-
ng. Were he guided he might certainly
be ufeful ; at leaft attempts might be made,
after fo extraordinary -an accident. But
for this it would be neceflary he thould go
to Ruflia before there is any change of
Monarch, and fhould tempt his fortune,
now that the G¥*-D**#* has not fo much
fear. Iam not perfonally acquainted with
him, but I can difpoft of his moft intimate

friend,
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friend, in whom ewviry dependance may be
placed. I have nat thought proper to
name the hero of th: romance, whom it is
not neceflary to kncw, unlefs it fhould be
intended to afford him employment. If,
on the contrary, it thould be thought pro-
per for him to pwfue any fuch plan, I
will name him inftantly.

The Elector of Bavaria is certainly not
in good health ; he may not live to fee
winter ; and 1t is farcely probable he will
reach the fpring. T fhall go from hence
to Drefden, that I may not appear to ab-
fent myfelf puarpofly for the Duke of
Brunfwick. I fhall remain there feven or
cight days, as long at Brunfwick, and
three or four weeks in the whole. My
journey will be exactly of the fame dura-
tion as that of the King, in whofe abfence
there 1s nothing to be learnt, and I fhall
certainly profit by my peregrinations, and
learn more at Brunfwick, in a week, than
I fhould here divine in three months.

My letter is too long to {peak of Turkey
in Europe. I doubt the Emperor cannot
be prevented, if he is not deftitute of all

3 capacity,
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gapacity, of marching any day he fhall
pleafe to the mouth of the Danube; but
on the fame day he muft become the na-
tural enemy of Ruffia, who will find in his
prefence one too many on the Black Sea,
and this may render the combined pro-
jects abortive. 1 am affured that Molda-
via and Wallachia defire to be under the
Emperor’s government. This I cannot
believe, fince his own peafants fly their
country, and even go to Poland, rather
than remain in his power. But the be-
fore mentioned provinces are abfolutely
unprotected, and I think no oppofition
can be made, except in Romelia and Bul-
garia. In fine, I believe we only, by pro-
mifes or threats, are able to prevent the
Emperor from labouring at this grand
demolition. If we believe the rhodomon-
tadoes of Peterfburg, Ruffia s fingly capa-
ble of the work. But, were fhe to at-
tempt 1t, what would the be on the fuc-
ceeding day ? You are not ignorant fhe
- has received fome check ; that Prince He-
raclius has been obliged to defert her caufe ;
that the is once again reduced to defend

Mount
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Mount Caucafus as a frontier ; that {hd
cannot at prefent march into the heart’ of
the Ottoman territories ; and that perhaps
this would be the beft moment for reco-
vering the Crimea. Should all thefe par-
ticulars be true, and thefe conjeGures well
founded, it 1s impoffible that I fhould
know any one of them fo perfeétly as you
do yourfelf.

The difpute, relative to the bailliage of
Wafterhaufen, has been very nobly ended
by the King. He has retaken it, but has
made an annual grant of fifty thoufand
crowns to Prince Henry; feventeen thou-
fand of which the latter is obliged to pay
to Prince Ferdinand. The bailliage does
not produce more than about forty-three
thoufand.

Prince Ferdinand at prefent recants the
renunciation to the Margraviate of Anfx
pach. As it 1s known that Prince Ferdis
nand has no will of his own, it is evident
he receives his impulfe from Prince Henry,
and the more fo, becaufe this is the manet
altd mente repoffum againft Count Hertz-
berg. It would be difficult to im\éigine

any
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any thing more filly, or better calculated
eternally to embroil him with the King.

I have always regarded the fingularity
of Romanzow, of not going into mourn=
ing and his violence with Count Fincken-
ftein concerning not fending a compli-
mentary envoy to Peterfburgh, which oe-
cafioned the Count to demand whether he
had orders from his court to fpeak in fuch
a flile, as the effervefcence of a young
man ; efpecially fince Baron Reeden, the
Dutch envoy, did not likewife go into
mourning from ceconomy, which thews
it was not confidered as a matter of any
great importance. As thefe debates very
ridiculoufly occupied the corps diploma-
tique for a week; and as the Count
d’Eft**, who has conduced himfelf well
on the occalfon, muft have mentioned
it, I thought it to no purpofe to write
on the fubje®. But as Romanzow, of
all the foreign ambafladors, did not at-
tend the funeral at Potfdam, this mark,
either of thoughtleflnefs or diffatisfaction,
was felt; and, the time neceflary to re-
ceive orders being paft, I fend informa-

Vor. L. M tion
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tion of the fa@, to which I do not how-
ever pay fo much attention as the good
people in the pit, though it has greatly
difpleafed the boxes. The cabinet of Ber-
lin muft long have known that friendthip,
on the part of Ruffia, is hopelefs till the
acceflion of the Grand Duke; but it is
impoffible to butt with more force, or

greater difrefpect, than Romanzow has
done.

L ET»
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LETTER XXIII.

September 10th, 1786,

TH E following are fome particulars
concerning what happened, on the day of
interment, at Potfdam.

The King arrived at feven o’clock. At
half paft féven he went with the Princeffes,
Frederica and Louifa, of Brunfwick, the
young ladies Knifbec, Vofs, &c. to fee the
chamber of Frederick. It was {mall, hung
with violet-coloured cloth, and loaded with
ornaments, of black and filver, At the far
end was an alcove, on which the coffin
was placed, under the portrait of the hero.
This coffin was richly ornamented with
cloth of filver, laced with gold. Toward
the head was a cafque of gold, the fword
that'Frederick wore, his military ftaff, the
ribband of the Black Eagle, and gold fpurs.

Round the coffin were eight ftools, on
Mz which
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which were placed eight golden cufhions,
meant to fuftain,

The crown.

The golden globe and crofs.

The gold box containing the feal.
The elettoral cap. 4

The fcepter.

. The order of the golden eagle, of
diamonds and other precious ftones.

. The royal fword.

8. The royal hand.

AT S

The baluftrade was hung with violet-
coloured velvet, A fplendid glafs chande-
lier was in the center, and on each fide
-was a mutilated pyramid, of white marble
veined with black; that is to fay of white
cloth, marbled with great art. The cham-
ber appeared to me to want light.

His Majefly afterward pafled into the
canopy faloon, hung with black, and
adorned with plates of filver from the Ber-
lin palace; and next into the grand hall,
hung with black, Eight artificial black
columns had been added to this immenfe
hall.  Its only embellithments were gar-
| lands
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lands of cyprefs, and here again there was
too little light.

In about half an hour the King return-
ed to his apartments; and, at half paft
eight, Prince Henry, Prince Ferdinand,
and the Duke of Brunfwick, came to fee
the fame apartments, where they only re-
mained five minutes.

At a quarter paft nine, the King went
to Prince Henry. The regiments of guards
formed under their windows. The ca-
nopy was brought ; it was of black velvet,
furrounded by cloth of gold, and laced
with a crape-fringe.  On the cloth of gold
were black eagles. Twelve polls, covered
with velvet, fupported the canopy; and
over them were twelve filver eagles, each a
foot high, which produced a good effect.

After the canopy came the ftate coach
(y); very large, very low, hung with
white fattin edged with gold fringe, and
drawn by eight horfes covered with black
velvet.

(y) Corbillard. Perhaps the word is here ufed to
fignify a herfe. , T.

M3 To
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To the ftate coach fucceeded a chariot,
in black velvet, on which was a black
crown, drawn by eight cream-coloured
horfes, in black velvet harnefs, on which
were fixed black eagles, embroidered in
gold. The livery fervants, chamber lac-
keys, heydukes, running footmen, hunt{-
men, and pages, followed.

The Princefles, ufhered by Meflieurs
Goertz, and Bithop{werder, were at church.

At ten o'clock the proceffion began.
The place of affembly was the grand hall
with the eight columns. A gentle defcent
had been made from the grand canopy to
the door, to which the ftate coach was
drawn up to receive the coffin. The road
from the palace to the church was plank-
ed, and covered with black cloth. The
proceflion was truly fuperb, and conduct-
ed with great order. The troops formed
two lines.

The church was illuminated with wax-
candles, and {mall lamps ; and the coffin
was depofited under a cupola, fupported
by fix pillars of white marble. The organ
began to play and the funeral fervice was

4 per-
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performed, which continued half an hour.
The return was not diforderly, but it was
hot made in proceffion.

When the guefts came back to the pa-
lace, the tables were ready fpread, and the
courfes were ferved up at noon. The
guefts rofe from table at half paft one.
The King, Prince Henry, the Duke of
Brunfwick, and the Princefles, went to
Sans-Souci.  Such was the manner in
which the morning was {pent.

There was no comparifon to be drawn
between this and the funerals of the church
of Notre Dame, with refpet to magni-
ficence, tafte, or fplendor; but they did
every thing that could be done, the coun-
try and the.time confidered.

There was much order from the come
mencement to the clofe. 'The mufic was
indifferent, had no effe&®, no energy, no
charm, and was ill executed : not one good
voice, Concialini excepted, who did not
fing well.

The tables were well {upplied, the viands
abundant and fele&, the fervants numerous
and orderly. Each of the aides-de-camp

M 4 general
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general did the honours of a table. French,
Rhenith, and Hungarian wines were ferved
in profufion.

The King going to table led Prince
Henry. On every occafion his Majefty
faluted with dignity. His countenance
was neither ferious nor too chearful,

He teftified his fatisfaction to Reck; who
replied Captain Gonthard had regulated
the whole; and that he had no other me-
rit except that of having procured him
every thing of which he ftood 1n need.

The King wore the grand uniform of
the guards. The Princes were booted.
Prince Goethen had mourning {purs, which
was remarked.

The King went and returned in com-
pany only with the Duke of Brunfwick.

LET-
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LETTER XXIV.

September 12th, 1786,

THE King departs to-morrow. The
order of his journey has undergone no
change. He will be back on the twenty-
eighth, and again fet out, on the fecond,
for Silefia. 1 fhall probably have a good
opportunity, on his return, to fpeak of
finance, and of f{ubftitutes. Previous to
this, Panchaud muft abfolutely unite with
me to form a good plan of fpeculating in
our funds; good for the finances, and in
particular good for the King, who is to
be allured. Remember the importance of
this Monarch.

Bilhopfwerder increafes in credit, which
he carefully conceals. Welner, a {ubaltern
creature, endowed with underftanding, ma-
nagement, and knowledge of interior af-
fairs ; a myftic, when myfticifm was ne-
ceffary to pleafe, and cured of his vifions,

fince
2
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fince the King has required thefe fhould
be kept fecret ; adive, induftrious, and
what is more, fufficiently obfcure to be
employed without creatmg jealoufy ; Wel.
ner, I fay, appears to gain prodigious in«
fluence. He has the quahtles neceffary to
fucceed, and even to outwit all his com-
petitors (2).

I again repeat, Boden ought not to be
negleted, by the way of infinuation. He
is vain, and fhould be capable of corrup-
tion : for, always fufpected of the moft
unfatiable avarice and the bafeft means,
he has Joft a place of eight thoufand Ger-
man crowns, by the death of the Land-
grave of Heffe-Caflel; and it is faid is
driven to expedients. He correfponds with
the King, and rather intimately; that
which he fhould often repeat muft pro-
duce an effet. He is the hero to flay
Hertzberg, who I may add has not been
fuccefsful concerning Holland; and in
defpite of whom Thulemeyer may fill be
recalled.

(z) He is at prefent abfolutely the principal miniftet.

Prince
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Prince Henry ftill feeds on hopes. I
have no doubt that he is cajoled by the
Duke of Brunfwick. But he is exaétly at
the fame point, except that Hertzberg is
not fo powerful. The King intends Al-
venfleben for the French embafly ; a man
of high birth, fenfe, and wifdom, as it is
affirmed. He is at Drefden. I fhall en-
deavour to ftudy him ; and {hall take him
letters.

No perfon is fatisfied ; eivil and mili-
tary, courtiers and minifters, all pout. I
imagine they expected it would rain gold.
I have nothing to add to my prognoftics,
which may be reduced to this alternative
—The nation facrificed, while affairs con-
tinue tranquil, that we may perfuade our-
felves we govern—The Duke of Bruni-
wick, thould perils intervene, and the ftorm
begin to blow.

In the name of bufinefs and of friend-
thip, do not forget a plan of operations
for finance, Schulemburg is fupported,
and I have reafons to believe he will not
be difmiffed. Should I acquire influence
in the finance, I would not be his enemy.

He
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He will be more ferviceable than any other,
Baron Knyphaufen only excepted, who
will never be any thing, while Hertzherg
is in power.

Remember that you have an incapable
envoy in Bavaria ; and that this will be-
come an embafly of importance, at the
death of the Elector. If it be meant to
place me, which muft be meant if I am to.
ferve, had not I beft make my firft ap-
pearance here ?

LET-
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LETTER XXV.

Drefden, September 16th, 1786.

I suaLL fay nothing particular to you
yet; of this country, as you may fuppofe ;
for who can run and read ? Befide I find
the inconvenience of having no creden-
tials, and confequently have not been
able to fpeak with propriety on affairs,
except in very general and metaphorical
terms.

Stuterheim, the minifter for foreign af-
fairs, with whom-I have dined, is faid to.
be a very well, alabyrinth of fecrecy; and
it follows that his fubalterns are exceed-
ingly referved. The minifters here rather
give in their reports than aét. Give in
their reports is the confecrated phrafe. But
I have been fo well convinced, by what I
have feen under Frederick II, that the King
who governs moft himfelf is fo little the
mafter, and is fo infinitely deceived, that

ITam
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I am perfectly aware of the degree of cre.
dit which thefe court difZa deferve.

1 have feen Alvenfleben. Should he go
to France, I do mnot think he will live
long; he is worn out, and only keeps
himfelf alive by extreme abftinence, and
an almoft total fequeftration from fociety,
He 1s well acquainted with Germany, is
faid to at with prudence and propriety, is
fuccefsful in what he undertakes, and has
a good moral character. He is not how-
ever without art, and perhaps he wifhes
to be cunning. He 1s not precifely the
man for France; but he is a fpecimen
of the fruit of the country; and, for
any other ufe, is {fome of the beft it
produces. I imagine you will find him
agreeable.

I fhall endeavour to get into the cur-
rency of the country ; but I repeat, while
I fhall have no credentials, and am left fo
much in ignorance concerning home af-
fairs, I fhall be much more proper to col-
lect literary and written opinions than for
any other bufinefs; and the thoughts of
men are not written in their faces. © Nor

do
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do you, for example, find in any book
that a prime minifter has confided his
eldeft fon, on his travels, to fuch a block-
head as G*** ; or to a Chevalier du V**,
who never utters a word that he does not
utter an abfurdity, and perhaps fome that
are dangerous. But why has he related
that he waited at Hamburg five weeks for
permiffion to take the Vifcount de Ver-
gennes to Berlin, on occafion of the ac-
ceflion of the King, and that this was
refufed ? Is he afraid that they fhould be
infenfible at Berlin of the affectation of
having avoided that court ? I thould never
finifh were I to cite all the incoherencies
he utters, the leaft of which 1s ndiculous
in the extreme * % % % % %

In reality, if I am to commence as a
fubaltern in the diplomatic corps, I fhall
have no objettion to Hamburgh ; where,
‘exclufive of the great intercourfe of the
commierce of the North, with which we
are unacquainted, and of which we do
not fufficiently participate, fince we wifth
to have an envoy there, we ought to have
an aCtive perfon, inftead of one from whom

' nothing
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nothing is {o defirable as that he fhould be

deaf and dumb.

The vaft connexions there are, between
the grand emporiums of trade, are fuch,
that thefe pofts are never things of indif-
ference. Why do not they beftow a fine-

cure on M. du V##*?

LETs
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LETTER XXVL

Drefden, September 18th, 1786,

THERE are few men here, yet is the
machine tolerably well regulated : nothing
can better prove that order and conftancy .
are more neceflary, for good government,
than great talents.

The extreme credit of Marcolini 1s to be
regarded as a popular rumour. He is a
favourite without afcendency (as without
merit) at leaft in the cabinet; his infla-
ence does not extend beyond the court.
At prefent he is in Italy, and the routine
of affairs is the fame. Probably fome fa-
vours, which pafs through his hands, and
which the exceffive devotion of the Elec-
tor rather beftows on Catholics than on
Lutherans, are the real caufe of thefe mur-~
murs; which however are fufficiently be-
lieved to occafion the Emperor to make a
ftupid blunder. He has fent here onc of
~ Vor. L N the
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the fillieft of ambafladors; one Okelly, an
Irithman; becaufe that Marcolini had
married his niece. He thought by this
means to have governed every thing ; but.
the trap was fo palpably grofs that no
one has taken the trouble to remove the
bait.
The minifters who have real influence
are Stuterheimr and Gudfchmidt. The
firft is very infirm, but prudent, fage, and
with underftanding enough to know on
what fubjects he is ignorant, to afk infor-
mation, and to confult others. He how-
ever draws near his ead. The fecond does
not fhew himfelf to the world. He is
affirmed to be a man of the greateft merit;
that he has infinite knowledge ; that nota
{ingle pamphlet, in any language through-
out Europe, efcapes him ; that his judg-
ment is found, his underftanding perfpi-
cuous and penctrating, and his temper
commurn:ziive ; which latt quality is in
him the more compatible with difcretion,
becaule he pofiefles its piety, without its
fuperftitions. He ranks firft in the con-
fidence of the EleCtor; but it muft be
added
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added he is fixty years of age, and has ill
health.

Among the minifters, we muft alfo
enumerate Mr. Worm, a well-informed
man, who poffeffes fome principles of po-
litical ceconomy, with information not very
common on the general relations of com-
merce; together with induftry, adivity,
and great quicknefs of apprehenfion ; but,
as it 1s faid, rarely with much juftnefs of
“underftanding. His moral chara&er is
fufpetted. He is accufed of not keep-
ing his hands pure from bribery; butitis
not the lefs true that he is of great fervice
to internal government. He appeared to
me to be artful, communicative, ironical,
fubtle, fatirical, and crafty ; but very pro-
per for bufinefs i all countries (a).

Of all the foreign ambaffadors, I believe
Mr. Saftzing from Sweden to be the only
one above, or rather not below, medio-
crity. Iexcept the Englith envoy, who
has the character of being an able man,

(4) No wonder governments, and confequently na-

tions, are vicious, when fuch are fuppofed, even by
men of confiderable abilities, to be the proper quali-

T. »
N 2 but

ties for governors.
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but whom T have not yet any proper op-
portunity of examining. He is open and
complaifant, even to affeGtation, confider-
ing that his charalter is Englith. If we
except Alverfleben, not one of the remain-
der deferves the honour of being men-
tioned.

The Eletor is a man diftin@ from
Princes in general, yet he appears to par-
take of the character of the King of Eng-
land. The confiftency of his mind, which
is entire, has a {mall alloy of obftinacy.
I {poke but little to him, becaufe of the
confufion of the dinner. Etiquette is ob-
ferved at the table of the Eletor; confe-
quently I paid every care and attention to
feat M. de Vergennes near the Prince. He
{peaks with intelligence and precifion, but
his voice is harfh, fharp, and fhrill. His
drefs and' countenance feemed to indicate
devout and wheedling, but acute and im-
placable, jealoufy. The very ill education
of the Ele¢trefs, her noify mode of fpeech,
and her unreferved freedom, greatly oc-
cupy this Prince to his difadvantage; for,
befide that fuch kind of vigilance ever

bears



[ 181 }

bears fomewhat of the ftamp of ridicule,
his crabbed figure, rendered more difagree-
able by a paralytic affection in the eyes,
becomes at fuch moments reftlefs, difturb-
ed, anﬁ hideous. ‘

Such, and fo ungracious, as he is here
depicted, he is a Prince who, from many
confiderations, i1s worthy efteem and re-
fpect. Since the year 1763, his defire to
do good, his ceconomy, his indefatigable
labours, his innumerable privations, his
perfeverance, and his induftry, have not
for a moment relaxed. He has paid all
the perfonal debts of the Eletors ; and 1s
advanced in the liquidation of the debts of
the ftate. He purfues his plans with in-
flexible punctuality. Slow, but not irre-
folute ; difficult in accomplithing, but in-
telligent ; with few refources, at a firft
view, but poffeffed of aptitude and the
gift of meditation, his only weaknefs arifes
from his religion, which yet does not oc-
cafion him to exaggerate his rights, or to
neglect his duties. One ftep further and
he would have been a bigot, and one ftep
backward and he would no longer be a

N 3 devotee.
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devotee. It is much to be doubted whe-
ther his confeflor, Hertz, has the leaft in-
fluence, except in the diftribution of fome
footmen’s places. The Eleétor fupports
his minifters with uncommon firmnefs,
againft all, and to all. In a word, but
for him, the country had been undone;
and, fhould he have the good fortune to
fee a duration of peace, he will render it
very flourifhing. Population vifibly in-
creafes: the annual furplus of births over
deaths amounts to twenty thoufand; and
the number of the people is lefs than two
millions. 'Trade, which might be better,
is not bad. The army imitates that of
Pruffia, over which it has the advantage of
being purely national; but, to fay the
truth, Saxony is the leaft military of all
the provinces of Cermany. Credit is good,
and even great. The paper currency 1s at
par, or nearly ; and the intereft of money
at four per cent. Tne cabinet of Drefden
1s the only one in Eurcpe which has adopt-
ed the true principles of coinage. Agri-
culture is in a ftate of paffable refpeétabi-
lity. Manufaltures are free; the rights

aof
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of the people are uninfringed ; juftice is
impartially adminiftered ; in a word, all
things confidered, it is the moft happy
country in Germany. Yet this is a re-
markable circamftance, and excites admi-
ration, when we recolle& the terrible
fcourges (2) which have fucceffively, and
fometimes colletively, laid this fine, but
ili-fituated country, defolate.

They are perfuaded here that we infti-
gate the Turk; that there is a coolnefs
between the two iroperial courts ; and that
Ruflia is in want of men, money, and
horfes. It muft be frankly owned that
her bank operations have a gloomy ap-
pearance. It 1s fuppofed we thall endea-
vour, fhould it be abfolutely neceflary, to
effect a diverfion. in Germany ; without

() The principal fcourges to which the author
a]l'u«:ic::g;~ by the epithet of ill-fituated, is war; by which
its fufferings have indeed been dreadful. Charles V,
‘the thirty years war, Charles XII, and flill more fla-
grantly the Jate Frederick, have been its tormentors.
That it thould recover, as it continually has recovered,
from fuch pericdical, fuch renovating deftruétion, is a
fa& remarkable in hiftory, Worthy the attention of the
philofoper, and the higheft eulogium on the country. T.

N 4 inter-
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interfering, except by coming to the aid of
thofe who fhould be too much expofed to
danger. For no one imagines we fhall
{uffer Germany to devolve on one fingle
head, nor even to be divided between two.
And, with refpe&t to Turkey in Europe,
it is thought that our intereft, conjointly
with that of England, will, by one means
or other, avert the deftru€tion with which
it is menaced.

On enquiry, I find the Ele&or of Bava-
ria has not properly had an attack. He
has only changed his miftrefs ; and, when
he does fo, he alters his regimén to excite
venery. It happens on thefe occafions
that he has nervous affections, which re-
{femble falfe attacks, and which will fome
day bring on a paralytic ftroke. His life
is not depended upon.

The hoftilities of the Stadtholder have
produced an effect here greatly to his dif-
advantage. For my part I do not think
his affairs in fo difaftrous a ftate as they
feem to be believed. Should we embroil
Province with province, we fhall lofe our
advaptages ; it will in vain be urged that

the
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the Stadtholder is mafter of Guelderland:
the nobility is numerous in that province,
and they form & public opinion.

I fend you the ftate of the military in
the electorate of Saxony, which is no fe-
cret; but I fhall alfo add, by the next
courier, that of the public ftores, which
I procured by a fingular accident, the
particulars of which it would be ufelefs
here to relate. I fhall only remark that
the cuftom which the Elector has for feve-
ral years adopted, in his offices, of em-
ploying fupernumeraries without falaries,
might give place to difcovery, however
-well fecrets may here be kept.

I fhall commit to M. de V#¥ who is
teturning to Paris, all the minutes of my
cyphers, well and duly fealed, and ad-
dreffed toyou * * % % % %
¥ % % % % %  * ® x
* * * * ok * * k%
He does not’ expect to return hither, and
has hopes of the Swedith embafly.

May not the changes which will take
place in the corps diplomatique, by the
yacancy of M.d Adhémard, afford an op-

portunity



I 186 ]

portunity of giving me fomething more
agreeable and lefs precarious than a fecret
commiffion, which muft end of courle
with the life of a minifter, who 1s haften-~
ing toward the grave? I hope vour
friendfhip will not flumber.  You muft
own others might aé&t with lefs diligence.
If you will take the trcuble again to read
my difpatches as they are here fent, not
in cyphers but corre&, and will at the
fame time confider all the difficulties of
various kinds that T have had to furmount,
and the few means which my cloudy fitu-
ation can afford, you will not be diffa-
tisfied with my correfpondence. Since, for
example, Zelle has publifhed the hiftory of
the King’s difeafe, Ihave the (atisfactionto
perceive the information I fent you was
exact. True it is that, under the late
King, at the conclufion of fo long a reign,
a man knew to whom to addrefs himfelf;
whereas at prefent 1t is neceflary to dif-
cover which are the doors at which you
muit knock.  Yet I think I have given a
paflable picture of men and things. And

what
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what could I not effe&t of this kind, what

could I not difcover, had I credentials? *

*

*

LE T~
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LETTER XXVIL

Drefdeny September 21/8, 17862

IHAVE feveral times mentioned, and
particularly in Numbers X1 and XIX, this
Boden ; I can only refer you to the cir-
cumftances you will there find.

As to the perfon named Dufour, whofe
real name 1s Chauvier, and who was a
joumeym/an barber in France, had I thought
it of any importance, I thould have fpoken
before, and given his charaéer at full ; for
he 1s one of the circuitous paths pointed
out to me by Prince Henry. He certainly
had influence over the Heir Apparent,
which he obtained

1. Becaufe he was perfecuted by the
late King, by whom he had been expel-
led (¢); fo that, in order to return, he
was obliged to take the name of Dufour,

(¢) The author does not fay whether from the court
or from the country. T.

which
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which is that of a family of the French
colonifts. And

2. That he might aid to banith the
fpleen. He often dined in private with
the Prince, who was fo familiar with him,
fome time before his acceflion, that when
wearied with his difcourfe he would drily
bid him hold his tongue (4). Dufour
was one of thofe with whom I fhould
have made myfelf intimate, had the King
continued to live fome time longer; and
he was among the perfons and things that
occafioned me to project a journey to Potl-
dam. But death fuddenly interpofed, and
I fhould have fought his intimacy too
abruptly. Not to mention that fubaltern
influence has, on the King’s acceflion,
totally difappeared.

The perfon named Chapuis is a man
who is not deficient in underftanding and
addrefs. He was born in French Switzer-

(4) It is not very clear, from the original, whether
it was the Prince who bade Dufour, or Dufour who
bade the Prince, hold his tongue. The word préfomtif
we believe can only be applied to an Heir Apparent,
or we fhould have reverfed the reading. T.

4 land.
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"land. He is the governor of the naturaf
fon of the King, and the well-beloved of
Madame Rietz. Thinking his acquaint-
ance might be valuable in many refpelts,
I confequently fought it, under the pre-
tence of literature only; but at prefent
Chapuis has not in himfelf any one point
of contalt. To run after fuch people, fo-
circumftanced, would but be to render
myfelf fufpicious to no purpofe. I men-
tioned to you, on my return from Rhein{-
berg, Number XI,—¢ I have numerous
““ modes of communication, which will
¢« develop themfelves as time and oppor-
¢¢ tunity fhall ferve.”—But thefe have been
retarded by the acceflion. Applications of
this fecret kind can only be made in the
depth of winter, and during the Carnival,
with utility and fafety.

Thefe, generally, are rather zo0ls proper
for a {py to work with than the engirnes of
influence.  Should fuch people ever have
power over foreign politics, the puiffance
of Pruffia muft draw to a conclufion. This
country muft not be eftimated by France;
there 1s not here the fame margin in which

to
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to Infert follies, or to corre®. And as in
general man remains at that point where
it 1s neceflary he thould be fixed, the King
of Pruffia will act with circum pection in
what relates to foreign affairs.

Not that this fhould prevent us from
recolle@ting that we ought to guard with
extreme caution againft a coalition between
Pruffia and Auftria ; for this {yftem alfo
is capable of defence. It is even the eafieft
of execution, and the moft fplendid ; nor
would Prince Henry be fo averfe to it as
he himfzlf fuppofes, fhould he perceive
the leaft glimmering of hope. Hitherto
indeed, I have not noticed any thing that
could give fufpicion; but I fhall more
carefully examine whatever might occafion
fuch an event, on my return to Berlin.
There can be little danger that I fhould
‘become languid in the purfuit of this ob-
ject, having four years ago publifhed my
fears of fuch an event, and having begun
to fend my ftatic tables of Auftria, only
that you might attentively confider the
immenfe bafis of power which the Em-
peror poflefles, and whofe alliance with

3 France
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France I cannot but confider as the mafter-
piece of Prince Kaunitz, and the type of
our indelible levity.

It may be that this power of the Em-
peror is as much overrated elfewhere as it
is the reverfe in France; but even this is
a reafon which may lead to prefer, inftead
of the perilous honour of being the cham-
pion of the Germanic liberties, the eafy and
deceptive advantage of dividing the fpoils.
Therefore delay appears to me more un-
feafonable than it has been : for it is pro-
bable that the King of Pruffia, having
once pledged himfelf, will not recede;
which feems to be warranted by his per-
fonal probity, his hatred of the Emperor,
the antipathy that exifts between the two
nations, and the univerfal opinion, which
prevails, that the chief of the empireisa
perfidious Prince.

Your project concerning Brunfwick is
certainly excellent, and I fhall fpare no
labour that may tend to give it fuccefs.
But the man is very circumfpect, Hertz-
berg very vehement, and the crifis equally
urgent.

I have
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I have converfed with feveral of the Eng=
lith who are returned from the Emperor’s
reviews : he behaved there with great affa-
bility, and was very talkative. He parti-
cularly diftinguifhed.a French officer, who
had travelled on horfeback, that not a fin-
gle military pofition might efeape him, on
his route. The Auftrian troops in gene-
ral manceuvre well, by companies; and
even  tolerably by regiments; but collec-
tively, their inferiority to the Pruffian army
1s prodigious. Opinions on this point are
unanimous. They were not capable of
keeping their diftances, even when filing
off in the prefence of the Emperor. This
grand pivot, on which tacics turn, 1s un-
known to the Auftrians. Whereas the
Pruffians {o habitually, {o religioufly, ob-=
ferve their diftances, that any failure of
this kind is an error unheard of.

The inferiority of the Auftrian army,
compared to the Pruffian, is attributed,

1. To the want of a fufficient number
of officers, and {ubalterns, compared to the
number of foldiers.

Vor. L O 2. Teo
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2. To the cconomy, totally: anti-mili-
tary, of the Emperor; who, while the
companies nominally confift of two hun-
dred men, does not maintain more than
fifty or fixty under arms, and fends the
others home, even againft their will; fo
that three-fourths of the foldiers are never
difciplined.

3. To the troops being difperfed, kept
in petty detachments, and never exercifed
as a whole; except when they are en-
camped, where even then they are difci-
plined by detail.

4. To the very great inferiority of - the
officers.  The corps of captains forms the
foul of the Pruffian army, and at the fame
time is the difgrace of the Auftiian,
&e. &ec.

It is generally affirmed that, fhould the
two nations go to war, there is little doubt
concerning which would have the advan-
tage; for that there is no equality be-
tween them, even {uppofing their generals
to be equal; and that the conteft moft
certainly would be favourable to the Pruf-
fians, during the firft campaign. But this

equality
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equality of generals is not true. Laudon,
though ftill vigorous, cannot wear much
longer ; befide that he has often faid he
never would command an army, unlefs at
the diftance of four hundred miles from
the Emperor. The abilities of Lacy are
fufpetted, though he enjoys the entire con~
fidence of Jofeph II; and, as it is ru-
moured, has rendered himfelf fingularly
neceflary, by the complication of the mi-
litary machine. No commander in the
Auftrian army can contend againft the
Duke of Brunfwick, nor even againft
Kalcreuth, or Moellendotf.

Perfons who have come very lately from
Ruffia affirm that the Emprefs is in good
health ; and that Ermenow has obliterated
her long forrows for the death of Lanfkor.
It is alfo faid that Belfborotko gains ground
upon Potemkin; but of this I more than
doubt.

I have no belief in the facility with
which the fifth difpatch may be decy-
phered ; I think that in general the cy-
phers have rather been conjetured than

divined. . The way by which they are
02 com~



[ r96 ]
commonly known is the official commu.
nication of writings, which is made from
one court to another, and which the mi-
nifter has fometimes the ill addrefs to fend
without his accuftomed cypher, on a known
day. This is a quickfand of which I am
not in danger. It is neceffary however to
have a variety of cyphers, and I intreat
you will not neglet any occafion of fend-

ing me fome that are new and more com-
pleat.

LET-
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LETTER XXVIL

Drefden, September 2.4th, 1786.

YOUR letter, of the fourth of Septem-
ber, which by miftake your fecretaries have
dated the fourth of Auguft, came to hand
very late, and I fhall reply without writ-
ten references, and folely from memory,
in the annexed fheet, to the principal
points. I had indeed previoufly anfwered
them ; nor do I believe any thing has ef-
caped me, that it was in my power to
learn, or that I have any reafon to repent
of having facrificed too much to refpect
and to probabilities, at the time of the
death of the King. Had I purfued my
plan, I fhould have been four days fooner
than any of the diplamatic couriers; but
I requeft you will anfwer me whether it
‘was poflible to divine the condult of our
embafly. I difregarded the minute cir-
cumftances of death, as I had done that
of the news itfelf: nor could I divine that

03 thefe,
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thefe, being no longer fecret, and having
become fo eafy to examine and. defcribe,
thould yet have remained fecrets to you,
I fufpected it the lefs becaufe that certain
ambaffadors (indeed moft of them) ap-
peared to me fo embarraffed, by the com-
pfeating of their difpatches, that I thould
not have imagined they would have dif-
dained a fupply, which was to be obtained
with fo much facility. Satisfied alfo with
having infor:nzd you, thanks to lucky eir-
cumftances, of.the progrefs of the difeafg,
i1 fuch a manner as few minifters were
informed, I defpifed thofe particulars that
were become public.  But there were fome
that were fufficiently interefting, relative
to the two laft days of the King, from
which a banquet might be prepared. at an
eafy expence; and the poignancy of which
not death itfelf could deftroy ; relating as
they did to a mortal fo extraordinary, both

in body and mind, :
His difeaie, which would have killed
ten men, was of eleven months continu-
ance, without interruption, and almoft
without 1elaxatxon after his firt fit, of an
afphyxic
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afphyxic apoplexy, from which he was re-
covered by emetics, and after which the
firft word he uttered, with an imperious
gefture, was SiLeEncEe. ‘Nature made four
different efforts to fave this her rare com-
‘pofition ; twice by diarrheeas, and twice
again by cuticular eruptions. Hence it
might be faid, by the worfhippers of a
‘God, that this his image was broken by
.the Creator himfelf ; and that nature did
not abandon one of the moft beauteous of
her . works, till the total deftru&ion of the
organs, exhaufted by age, had been effect-
-ed ; nor till after a continual warfare be-
tween body and mind (¢) during forty-ﬁx
years ; till after fatigues and agitations of
every kind which fignalifed this fairy reign,
-and after the moft ruinous difeafe.

- This man died on 'the feventeenth of
Auguft, at twenty minutes paft two in the
morning ; and on the fifteenth, when con-
trary to his conftant cuftom he flept till

(¢) The French reads— contention continuelle
% dame et d'efprity” or of foul and mind : the tranfla-
tor has the misfortune not to underftand the diftinc-

tion, T.
04 eleven
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eleven o'clock, he tranfacted his cabinet
bufinefs, though his feeblenefs was ex-
ceflive, without any want of attention;
and even with a concifenefs fcarcely per-
haps to be found in any other prince in
good health. Thus when, on the fix-
teenth, the reigning Monarch fent orders
to Zclle to repair inftantaneoufly to Potf-
dam, becaufe the King had remained in-
fenfible almoft fince the noon of the day
before, and becaufe he was in a lethargic
fleep, the pbyfician, arriving at three
o’clock, and finding Frederick JI. with
animation in his eyes, fenfibility in his or-
gans, and fo much recolleftion, not be-
ing called, durft not make his appearance.
Zelle judged he was paft recovery lefs from
the cadaverous odour which exhaled from
his wound than becaufe he, for the firft
time during the whol: courfe of his reign,
did not recolle& that he had not expedited
the affairs of the cabinet. The conclufion
was ibgel)' drawn ; dying only could he
forget his duty * *= % % % % % Tgo
thirds of Berlin at prefent are violently
declatining, in order to prove that Frede-

rick
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rick II. was a man of common, and al-
moft of mean capacity. Ah! could his
large eyes, which obedient to his wifhes
feduced or terrified the human heart,
could they but for a moment open, where
would thefe ideot parafites find courage
fufficient to expire with thame ?

LET-
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LETTER XXIX.

Drefden, September 26th, 17'867.'

CON VERSING with a well-informed
man who is returned from Ruffia, I learnt
a fat totally ftrange to me, though no
doubt known to the Count de Vergennes;
but, whether or no, one which appeared
to me proper to make you acquainted with ;
and more efpecially becaufe the projeét is
purfued with greater ardor than ever.
When Hyder Ali, having advanced be-
yond the Orixa, was at the heighth of his
profperous fuccefs, the inhabitants of the
nordl, of Bengal, interrupted in their cuf-
tomary commerce by the conflit between-
the Englith and their enemies, brought
their iron as far as the frontiers of Siberia,
there to find a market. This extraordi-
nary fatt was the caufe of a remarkable
attempt made by Ruffia, in 1783. She
{ent a fleet to Aftracan, to feize on Aftra-

bat,
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bat, there to form an eftablifhment, on
the northern coaft of the Cafpian fea, and
thence to penetrate into the interior parts
of India. ‘The enterprife failed ; but is {o
far' from being abandoned that, at this
very moment, a plan may be feen in relief,
at Peterfburg, of the works by which it is
intended to fortify Aftrabat.

Of all the gigantic projects of Ruffia,
this 1s perhaps the leaft unreafonable;
fince it 1s pointed out by the nature of
things; and fince there is already an in-
land navigation completely carried on from
Aftracan, on the Volga, the Mita, the
Lake Jemen, the Wologda, the Canal of
‘Ladoga, and the Neva, to Peterfburg.
‘Should this plan ever be purfued with ac-
tivity and fuccefs, it muft either happen
that England will ferionfly think of an al-
liance with us, againft the fyftem of the
north, or the muft fuffer every fort of ad-
‘vantage to be obtained over her at Peterf-
‘burg : for the intereft of the Ruffians muft
then become totally oppofite to thofe of
the Englifh ; and hence may arife dread-

| ' ' ful
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ful hurricanes, that may {weep away their
puiffance in the eaft.

How many revolutions, how much ftrife,
between men and things, fhall be occafion-
ed by the development of the deftiny of
that empire, which fucceffively overawes
and enflaves all {urrounding nations? It
mutft indeed be owned that her influence,
in each place, ought to decreafe in an in-
verfe proportion to the multiplicity of
thefe places. But how great is the nflu-
ence of thefe augmenting points of con-
tact, relative to Europe! And, without
prematurely divining the fate of Turkey
in Europe, with an intent to overcharge
the picture, fhould Ruffia feize on the
Polifh Ukraine, as the manner in which
fhe is arming on the Black Sea, and dif-
pofing of her commerce, f{eem to indicate
and to threaten, how much greater fhall
they ftill be? What fpecies of underftand-
ing muft the Emperor poffefs, if it be im-
poffible to make him perceive that the
Turks and the Poles are lefs dangerous
neighbours than thofe ftrange people;
who are {ufceptible of all, capable of all,

' who
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who become the beft foldiers in the world,
and who, of all the men that inhabit the
globe, are the moft malleable ?

The various ideas I have acquired here,
where I have made a tolerable harvelt,
will be comprized in a particular memo-
rial. ‘They are not immediately neceffary,
and are too numerous to be inferted in my
difpatches. But there was one temptation,
which was rather expenfive, that I could
not refift. The Elector has employed his
engineers in the topography of Saxony.
Twenty-four maps have already been laid
down : they are kept in great fecrecy, and

yet, by paying fome Louis for each map, I
can have'them copied. ~True it is I recol-

lected that, fince I coxld, M. de V¥** per-
haps has—But, as we rarely do all we
may, or even all we ought to do, it is ex-
ceedingly pofiible this fhould not be fo;
and then I thould have loft an opportu-
nity that never more could be recovered.
This refleftion determined me, in the
hope that the intent of the aét would be
its apology ; and, as I have not put go-
vernment to the leaft fruitlefs expence, or

. which
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which did not appertain to the better exe-
cution of the office I have undertaken,
my furplus accounts I fuppofe will be

pa[Ted * * * ® * % »
* * * * * * * % %
# # *® * % *® * % %
* * * * * * * * %

. ¥ * % * * * * ¥ ¥
* * * * * * * * 0%
* * * * * * ® %
* * * * * * * *

The Eleétor of Bavaria is not ill. His
new miftrefs feems only to have been the
whim of a day, and his favour again re-
verts to his former, Madam von Torring
Seefeld, originally Minuzzi.

LE T~
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LETTER XXX.

Drefden (f), September 30th, 1786.

YOU have been informed no doubt, by
the courier of Tuefday, of what happened
on Monday, at the firft court held by the
Queen ; but, as I think it 1s proper I
thould add fome reflexions on this {ubjeét,
I fhall begin by relating what paffed.

The Princefs Frederica of Pruffia, who
imagined that, according to the very fen-
fible cuftom of the country, the Queen
would fit down to play with natives, and
not with foreign ambafladors, had placed
the Count d’Eft** at her table ; for it was
fhe whe arranged the parties. She afked
the Queen whom fhe appointed for her
own table. The Queen named Prince
Reufs, the Auftrian ambaflador, and the
Prince of Goethe ; but, this fpecies of in-

(f) The fcene of this and the two following letters,
though dated at Drefden, is Berlin, T.

4 {antine
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fantine elephant having, after fome con-
fideration, declared that he did not know
any one game, the Queen fubftituted Ro-
manzow, the Ruffian ambaffador. The
Princefs Frederica was exceedingly fur-
prifed, but either dared not or would not
make any remonftrances ; and, the Queen’s
party fitting down to play, the Count
d’Eft**, with great pofitivenefs, energy, and
emphafis, refufed to fit down at the table
of the Princefs; declaring he certainly
would not play. He immediately with-
drew.

Every body blames the Queen and the
Count. The firft for having committed
an unexampled blunder, and the fecond,
fay the people of Berlin, ought not to have
refufed the daughter of the King. Per-
haps this judgment 1s fevere; though I
own I fhould not myfelf have refufed; be-
caufe, in my opinion, we fhould not fhew
we are infulted, except when we wifh to
be fuppofed infulted. And, as I think, it
would have been very thoughtlefs to have
taken ferious notice of the abfurd miftake
of a Princefs, who is the moft aukward

of
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of all:the Princeffes in Europe. Neither
had Count dI’Eft**, rigoroufly fpeaking,
any- greater caufe of complaint than any
other of  the royal ambaffadors, among
whom there is no claim. of ‘precedency.
Perhaps too it would be imprudent to en-
deavour to- eftablith anyfuch claim; for
this would be very certainly to call that in
queftion which tradition and univerfal to-
lerance have granted to us. - And Here let
me obferve.that, as foon as Lord Dalrym-
ple knew'Count d’Eft** ‘had been to com-
plain to Count' Finckenftein, he declared
he made no demand of precedency what-
ever ; but neither. would he- fuffer prece-
dency from.any one. I fhould therefore
have accepted the party of the Princefs;
but fhould have faid aloud, and pointing
to the table of the Queen— I fec we are
“all here without diftin&ion of perfons ;
“and certainly fortune could not have
‘“ been more favourable to me.” (The
Princefs may really be called handfome.)
‘Had I thought I ftill owed more to my
fovereign, I fhould, on the next court-day,
have refufed the nomination of the Queen ;
- Vor. L. P though
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though it muft have been a violent and
hazardous ftep, and reparation muft have
become a public topic; inftead of which
it is the infult only that is talked of, and
that confiderably, in the world.

Will the Count I’Eft**, or will he not,
at prefent, accept the firft invitation he
fhall receive? Should he comply, it will
remain on record that, having refented the
procedure, he has acknowledged himfelf
fecond. Yet how may he refufe? I have
propofed to Prince Henry, who 1is the
mezzo termine, that there {hould be a court
held by the Queen Dowager, who from
her circumfpeion and native dignity is
more refpefted than the reigning Queen;
and that Count d’Eft** {hould be of her
party, with the Emperor’s ambaffador ;
which dittinétion would be the more
marked becaufe that this Queen never yet
played with foreign minifters. If her
wmourning for her hufband does not coun-
teract this project, it feems to me the beft
under the prefent circumftances. The
Queen has written a letter to Count
Finckenftein, which muft have been read

to
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to Count ’Eft**, in which is inferted the
word excufe, and wherein fhe requires the
King fthould not be informed of the affair.
But it is anfwered the offence was public,
and excufes are wifhed to be kept fecret,
fince filence is required.

The moft important and inconteftably
certain fact is, that there was no preme-
ditation in the matter; that it was the
filly giddinefs of the Queen in which it
originated ; that Count Finckenftein, and
the whole court, are vexed at the affair;
that fhould the King hear of it he will be
very much offended with the Queen, whom
he has not feen for thefe fix weeks, and
whom he thwarts on all occafions ; that
he has reverfed all the arrangements which
in the rapture of acceffion fhe had made
with the mafter of the houfhold ; and that
in fine never had Queen of Prufiia, that is
to fay the moft infignificant of Queens,
lefs influence.

If therefore it be true, on the one part,
that the place of every man in- this world
is that which he himfelf fhall affign to

himfelf, that our rank, already much on
P2 the
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the decline in the public opinion, has no
need to fink lower; and that Ruffian n-
folence, which takes, indefatigable ftrides,
has need of being watched and traverfed ;
it 1s perfetly certain on the other, alfo,
that the proceeding of Monday was diftinét
and unmeaning, which ought not to be re-
garded with a lowering brow, under cir-
cumftances which may lead from lowering
to cold diftance, and from the latter to
great changes; or at leaft to decifively
falfe fteps, to which the courts of Vienna
and London are defirous of giving birth,

and by which they will not fail to profit.
Such is my advice, fince I have had the
honour to have this advice afked. Permit
me to add that Berlin 1s not any longer an
indifferent embafly, but that it 1s neceffary
there to be altive, yet cautious ; amiable,
yet dignified ; firm, yet pliant; faithful,
yet fubtle; in a word, to unite qualities
which do not often meet. M. de V**
means to afk this embafly, fhould Count
dEft** retire, or be fent elfewhere. I
{peak unintereftedly, fince I have no reafon
to prefume that, fhould it be determined
6 to
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to fend me on ény embafly, I fhould be-
gin by one of fo much confequence ; but
it is my duty to fay that M. de V*#*, and
particularly his lady, are not the proper
perfons. His underftanding is heavy and
confined ; rather turbulent than active;
and timid than prudent. He is more the
giver of dinners than the reprefentative of
monarchy; he has neither manners, elo-
cution, nor eyes. Madame de V#*¥*, who
-does not want underftanding, would be
too gay even for Paris; and to {peak
plainly fhe has little propriety, and lefs
decency. But as fhe is enterprifing, fhe
makes pretenfions to dignity with all the
behaviour of thoughtleflnefs ; and, as fhe
"moulds her hufband as fhe pleafes, by fuf-
fering him to believe he is abfolute mafter,
the renders him morofe, uncivil, and rude.
Befide which, fhe fequefters him from the
world: and fuch fequeftration muft every
where, and particularly at Berlin, be to-
tally difadvantageous to an ambafiador of
France. This is one of the errors of
Count I’Eft**,

Pz The



[ 214

The following is the chief intelligence I
hear, concerning the King and his admi-
niftration, relative either to his abfence or
his return. He is exceedingly diffatisfied
with the Stadtholder. It is affirmed you
ought to accept the declaration of Count
Goertz. I repeat inceflantly that this is
the very time when our intentions ought
no longer to be fufpected ; fince affuredly,
if we wifh the deftruction of the Stadt-.
holderfhip, the Prince of Orange has given
us a fine opportunity. Prince Henry af-
firms that, provided he was reftored to the
right of maintaining order, and not of
giving order, at the Hague, and was in
pofleflion of a little money, the King
would be contented. I believe he, the
King, feels the neceflity of not making a
falfe ftep at the beginning of his political
career. One fact 1 can aflure you is cer-
tain, which 1s that it was the advice of
Hertzberg to march ten thoufand men
into Holland ; and that there was on this
occaflon a very warm contention, between
him and General Moellendorf, in the
King’s prefence. By this you may judge
' of
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of what is to be expefted from the vio-
lence of fuch a minifter. Still however
this has not prevented him from being
created a Count, in Pruffia; and, if I am
not miftaken, his influence continues.
With refpect to domeftic affairs, what-
ever Prince Henry may fay to the con-
trary, the credit of Schulemburg is on the
decline ; were it only that he no longer
appears in the tranfaGtion of public bufi-
nefs. It is however affirmed that he, with
many others, 1s foon to be made a Count,
for they are not ceconomifts of their titles.
The commiffion for the regulation of the
cuftoms begins to ftrike bold ftrokes ; but
they alight on individuals, and are not
aimed at general reformation. Launay
has received information that the King
henceforth can only give him fix thoufand
crowns per annum; in lieu of twenty
thoufand, the fum he before had; and
that he muft accept this or refign. Lau-
nay, enraged, and the more fo becaufe that
he has long fince demanded his difmiffion,
loudly declares he will print an eftimate (g),

-{g) Compte rendu.
Py which
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which will prove not only that, in juftifi-
cation of each of his acts, he has a letter
from the late King, the fifcal temper of
whom he has moderated much oftener than
he has provoked, but that ke likewife has
refufed twenty bargains, offered him by
Frederick II, which would have acquired
him tons of gold.  The fcandal of this efti-
mate, fhould he dare to publifh it, will be
very great ; and the analyfing of it will ra-
ther be a commiffion of enquiry into the
condué of the late King than of the prefent
ftate of the cuftoms, which might eafily
have been forefeen were thus regulated.
The commiffioners have difmiffed Roux,
the only able man among the collectors,
with a penfion of five hundred crowns;
and Groddard, a perfon of infignificance,
with a like fum. They have beftowed
their places on Koepke and Beyer, with a
falary of three thoufand crowns, neither of
whom know any thing; with this diffe~
rence that the laft 1s exa&, affiduous, and
laborious ; but both of them are without
ixlfox'mation, and devoid of principles. Ge-
nerally ipeaking, the commiffioners them-

" felves
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felves have none ; nor have they the leaft
knowledge of how they ought to aét,
Commiffions here will all be the fame;
for, exclufive of the inconveniencies that
are annexed to them in every country,
there 1s in this the additional one that men
of knowledge are very fcarce, and they
muft therefore long continue ill forted.
But the King wifhes to fatisfy fome, be-
frow places on thofe who have proteétors,
and particularly not to have any prime
minifter. ‘There muft be an embargo on
bufinefs while 1t remains in this ftate; and
I have many reafons for fuppofing that no
perfon will, for fome months to come,
have found his true place, or that which
he is deftined to keep : we muft not there-
fore be 1n hafte to judge.

But we may affirm that the King has
exceedingly difpleafed the people; lefs in
refufing to partake of the feftival prepared
for his return than in avoiding the ftreet
where the citizens had affembled to fee
him pafs.—¢ He treats us as his uncle
¢ did, on his return from the feven years
“ war,” fay the mob; ¢ but, before imi-

¢ tating
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¢ tating him in this, he ought to have
« imitated the great actions of his uncle.”
—It muft be owned good-fenfe is fome-
times on the fide of the multitude.

With refpect to the domeftic affairs of
the palace, any one may remark at the
firft glance that they are totally in difor-
der. No mafter; no one to give direc-
tions; no funds affigned; footmen and
the houfhold officers govern all. Dufour,
or Chauvier (I before explained to you
that this was one and the fame perfon)
like all the other fubordinate confidants,
without any influence whatever, 1s rather
ill than well treated. Colonel Vartenfle-
ben, formerly banifhed into Pruffia becaufe
of his intimacy with the hereditary Prince,
1s fuppofed to increafe in favour. But the
two men to be obferved are, Welner, to
whom it 1s affirmed are communicated all
munifterial papers, the reports on all pro-
je€ts, and the revifal of all decifions; and
Bithopfwerder, who, befide univerfal fuf-
picion, talks with too much affectation,
of having no mnfluence over the King, not
to betray himfelf, in a country where peo-

Ple
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ple are not artful enough to fay they do
not pofiefs a thing which they really do
not poflefs, in order that it may be fup-
pofed they do.

With refpe&t to pleafures they are im-
proved upon. One very remarkable ar-
rangement is that a cook has been ap-
pointed for the Princefs Frederica of Pruf-
fia, the King’s daughter by his firft Queen;
thus fhe is to have a kind of houfhold;
which, if I am not miftaken is nothing
more than a mode, and none of the moft
moral, of procuring frequent and decent
interviews with Mademoifelle Vofs, who
is capitulating ; for fhe has declared that
no hopes of fuccefs muft be entertained,
as long as Madam Rietz fhall continue to
be vifited. The latter went to meet the
King on his return ; then, paffing through
the city with an arrow’s fpeed, fhe flew
to Charlottenburg, whither the King came,
and where fhe lives. Sheatts the prudent
part of taking charge herfelf of the plea-
fures of his Majefty ; who apparently fets
a great price on any new enjoyment, be it
of what kind it may,

It
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It is fecretly rumoured, though I can-
not warrant its truth, that England is pro-
digal in carefles, and reiterated offers of a
treaty of commerce, on the moft advan-
tageous terms ; and that Ruffia itfelf fpares
no advances. Certain it is that our ene-
mies and their partizans loudly proclaim
that we have lately difbanded ten thoufand

men; which is fufficient proof, fay they,
that we have no thoughts of holding the

two imperial courts in awe.
I can alfo certify that the Grand-Duke
and the Grand-Dutchefs, who long had
afforded no figns of exiftence to Prince
Henry, have lately written him very
charming letters; but thefe are no impe-
diments to the licentious difcourfe of Ro-
manzow, who on the eve of the King’s
funeral, afked, in a public company, whe-
ther there would not be rejoicings on the
morrow ; and who has beftowed the epi-
thet of the illumination of the five can-
dles on the night of the fecond, on which
homage was paid to the new King, and
when a general illumination was ordered
Apropos of homage; Prince Henry is per-
mitted
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mitted to make written oath, and this fas
vour has not a little redoubled his fumes ;
he fhill wagers that Hertzberg will be dif-
graced. This Hertzberg yefterday read a
porspous account to the academy of his
journey into Pruffia, and he was fuffocated
with incenfe by all the candidates. No-
thing could be more completely filly.

I fhall conclude with a word concern-
ing Saxony. I do not believe the health
of the EleCtor to be good; he withers
vifibly ; and this is promoted by the vio-
lent exercife which he takes from fyftem,
and in which he perfeveres with all his in-
vincible obftinacy. He will leave no fons,
and there is no imagining the hypocritic
imbecility of his brothers, who are not
married ; the refult of which is that this
fine country is dangeroufly menaced, by
future contingencies. Marcolini, as I have
faid, 1s on his journey through Italy ; and
it 1s fuppofed that one of his commiffions
is to feek a wife for Prince Anthony.
Prince Henry, who fears left choice
thould be made of a Tufcan Princefs, or
fome other of the Auftrian alliances, has

con-
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conceived the projeét of beftowing the hand
of the Princefs of Condé on him, by which
we fhould fecure the Elettorate and the
EleGor : I give this as I received it.

Firft P. S. Let me add that, with re-
fpect to the map I determined to have
fecretly copied, it is the map of the moft
important part of Saxony ; and one which
all the foreign ambafladors, without ex-
ception, with M. de V¥** at their head,
are convinced the Ele&or will not permit
his brother to fee. I have had a windfall
much more valuable ; that of the land-
furvey of 1783, made with great exaci-
tude, and containing a circumftantial divi-
fion of territorial wealth. I fhall have it
copied in hafte, for which I do not ima-
gine I fhall be blamed. M. de V**¥is
quitting Drefden, whither he does not
with to return. It is a pleafant poft, and
a very excellent one from which to ob-
ferve the Emperor and the King of Pruffia.

sBoden is on the road hither; heisima-
gined to be prefumptuous enough to folicit
the French embalfly. Either he will be

dif-
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difappointed or the court of Berlin will
a& 1mproper1y The King ftill continues
in the intention of fending you Alvenfle-
ben. I {poke to you of him when at
Drefden, where I converfed much with
him; he is certainly a man of informa-
tion and underftanding. Mr. d’Entragues
was infimately acquainted with him, and
this friendfhip bas continued. It would
be very eafy to fend for M. d’Entragues,
who 1s at Montpelher ; whether it were to

conduct or to watch his entrance on the
{cene of action.

Second P. S. Prince Henry was fent
for by the King this morning, on bufi-
nefs, and invited to go and dine at Char-
lottenburg. This he has acquainted me
with, and defired me to come to him at
five o’clock. I can add nothing to this
enormous length of cyphering, except
that I wifh to repeat that the intelligence
of the ten thoufand men propofed by
Hertzberg is fa&. It has appeared {fo im-
portant to me, when combined with the
affairs of Hattem and Elburg, which

{ feemed
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feemed to give invincible demontftration
that Count Hertzberg had long promifed,
in the fecret correfpondence of which I
have fpoken, the aid of the army of the
new King. I fay this information appear-
ed fo important that I thought it my duty
to make it known to the Count d’Eft*¥,
by a channel which he cannot {ufpe& is
derived from me.

With refpect to court intrigues here, I
have proof that Prince Henry tells every
thing to Prince Ferdinand, who tells every
thing to his wife, who, lured by the tempt-
ing bribes fhe receives in ready money,
betrays Prince Henry. Luckily the ex-
ceffive ftupidity of this Princefs deadens
her influence, and congeals the good-will
which the King wifhes to entertain for
her.

L ET=-
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LETTER XXX

D_nfd?n," OZober 3, 17363

I HAVE had very little time for the
courier- of to-day, having fpent all day
yefterday,  from fix o’clock in the morn-
ing till night, at, and in the affairs of, the.
court. The ceremony of rendering ho-
mage was awful, notwithftanding the nar-
‘rownefs of the ‘place in which the ftates
were recelved: As moral ideas have a
great influence, even unperceived by us,
on our phyfical fenfations, this tribute of
refpet, paid by armed defpotifm to the
nation it governs, this {pecies of paternal
colloquy between the Monarch.and the de-
puties, here called the ftates, eftabiifhing
in {fome manner a correlative engagement;
to which only a little more dignity on the
part of the deputies, and at lealt the ap-
pearance of deliberation are wanting to
give pleafure to the heart, fill the mind

Vor. L. Q_ with
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with {ublime and affecting reveries. Tod
Prince capable of reflection, I would only
wifh this ceremony to be contrafted with
the military oath, and the different emo-
tions they excite to be analized, in order
to lead him to examine whether it be true
that a monarchy depends whelly upon
force, and whether the pyramid ought to
reft upon it bafis or upon its point.

After the difcourfe of the mmifter of
juftice (Reek) to the ftates, after the
harangue of the firft order (the eccle-
fiaftics), conducted by Prince Frederick of
Brunfwick, provoft of the chapter of Bran-~
denburgh, and after the oath of the nobi-
lity, the declaration and confirmation of
privileges, the enumeration of titles to be
beftowed, made by the minifter Hertzberg
(the minifter Schulemburg is one among
the number of new Counts) the King ad-
vaneed, on a projecting balcony over whicl
a very fine canopy had been raifed, to re-
ecive the oaths and the homage of the
people.  The eitizens were aflembled by
companies, wards, and trades, in the
fquare oppofite the palace. The {ymp-

4 foms
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toms of tumultuous joy are here, (as elfe~
where, the effets of fympathy (I had al-
moft faid contagious) between a grea tmul-
titude of men; aflembled to behold one
elevated - fuperior to them all, whom they
call their Monarch and their Mafter, and
on whom, in reality, depends the greateft
part of the bleﬁ"mgs or the woes that await

them. :
It muft howevex be remftrked that the
order was much greater all the,day, and at
night, than could have been hoped in any
other large metropolis. It is true that
they diftribute here neither wine, cerve-
lats (A), nor money.  The largefles are
diftributed to each quarters; and pafs
through the hands of the paftor and the
magiftrate. It is equally true that the
paflions of this are fcarcely fo firong as
the emotions of other nations.

"The King dined upwards of fix hundred
people.  All who were noble were invited.
When the propofal was made to me to
remain, I replied that, apparently, only the

{5) A fpecies of large faufage. T.
Q.2 national
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national nobility was meant ; and that
had it been intended to ‘admit foreigners
to that favour, they no doubt would have
had the honour of receiving fuch an‘inti-
mation. All the Englifh, and almoft all
the French, like me, and w1th me, re-
tired. '

The-illuminations were not very gréét;
One was remarked where all the fmall
lamps were covered over by crape, fo that
the light appeared dim, gloomy, and truly
funereal. 'This was the invention of a
Jew, and it was 1n the front of his own
houfe that it took place. It calls to my
mind a béautiful paffage in the fermon
which préceded the ceremony, and: which
was preached in the Lutheran church.
The minifter of the prevailing religion
Iong invoked, and with confiderable pathos
and energy, the bleflings of toleration—
«¢ That happy and holy harveft, for which
¢ the Pruflian provinces. are indebted to
“ the family by which they are governed.”

I fend you the beft medals that were
firuck on the occafion. They arc your own.
Others arc to be diftributed among the

fox eign
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foreign ambafiadors, who no doubt will
fend them home. There were fome in
gold, but I thought them too dear, the
workmanfhip confidered. Each general
in the fervice was prefented with a large
medal, the price of which is forty crowns.
Each commander of a regiment received a
fmall ;one, of the price of fix ducats.
'The large are good, the fmall very indiffe-
rent. I fpeak of thofe that were diftri-
buted yefterday ; and only of the likenefs.

Ofober 4th, 1786.

The day of homage and its preparations
have wholly confumed the time, and ob-
{tructed all {ociety, fince the laft courier;
for which reafon I have at prefent little to
fay. Prince Henry was invited, the other
day, principally, as I believe, let him fay
what he will, becaufe Mr. de C*** the
father. dined with the King. However
his Majefty, before dinner, {poke to the
Prince concerning Holland, and complain-
ed that the difcourfe of M. de Veyrac, who
had informed Goertz he could not inter-
fere, was in exa contradiction to the pro-

Q3 mifes
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mifes of the cabinet of Verfailles. The
fubje@ of Holland puts him out of tem-
per, as it naturally muft; and yet, as |
have inceffantly repeated—*¢ when could
« we find a better opportunity of alting
<¢ difintereftedly than at prefent; now that
¢ the Stadtholder, contrary to reafon and
< all propriety, has taken a violent and de-
« cifive part, a few days before the arrival
¢ of the advice which was intended to be
¢ fent him by the King ?”

I have had a very impaffioned {cene,
concerning Holland, with Count Hertz-
berg: patience, firmnefs, and faomething
of cunning, on my part ; violence, paffion,
and want of reafop, on his. It is evident
to me that he is purfuing fome {gcret pro-
je& concerning Holland.

- Apropos of M. de C*¥# ; he made the
King wait an hour for him at dinner. It
15 a melancholy circumftance for France
that fhe fhould continnally be, in fome
meafure, reprefented by certain travellers,
when political affairs are in a delicate flate.
Our Duke de la F¥*, amidft an aflembly
of our cnemies, faid to the Duke of Brunf

WICk—
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wick—<“ Apropos; pray has your High-
« nefs ever ferved 1"— At Drefden, a cerew
monious and circam{pect placé, where our
embafly has given much diffatisfaction,
this {fame pitiable interrogator, having been
fhewn a colleGion of precious ftones, the
moft magnificent that exifts in Europe,
faid to the EleCtor, at high dinner,
¢ Very good ! Yes indeed very good! Pray
¢ how much did the colle&ion coft your
“ Highnefs (7) ?” A certain M. de P*¥, a
week before the death of the King, dining

at

{/) A good account of this collection of baubles,
which exifted in all its {plendor under AuguftusIL.
Ele&or of Saxony, and by which and fimilar expences,
equally wife, a country fo flourifhing and induftrious
was overwhelmed in debt, may be feen in Hanway's
Travels, Vol. I. Chap. g5. The porcelain colleion,
in fplendor and folly, equals that of the jewels. The
{fame Auguftus purchafed forty-eight china vafes, of the
cunning and eovetous Frederick William 1. of Prufia,
the great merit of which was their great bulk, at the
price of an entire regiment of dragoons. Fhe late
King of Pruffia ufed, in contempt, to call Auguftus ITL.
the Porcelain King ; and informs us, in the Hiftory of
his own Times, that, when a&ting in conjunction with
the Saxons to conquer Moravia for the benefit of this

Q.4 Auguftus,
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at Potfdam, with the Prince of Pruffia,
hearing the name of M. de H*##* mention.
ed, exclaimed,— Apropos; Iforgot that
<< T have a letter from him, which I am to
« give you.”—And this letter he threw to
the Prince acrofs the table. He no doubt
imagined fuch familiarity was exceedingly
natural ; he who at Prague, taking leave
of the Emperor, feized and fhook him by
the hand, teftifying the great fatisfaction
he had received at having feen his ma-
nceuvres, and renewed his acquaintance
with him. And, what is better, it is M.
de *** who relates this anecdote, here;
which there are Englithmen enough-would
take care fhould not have been forgotten,
had he not with fo much precaution trea-
fured it up in his memory. Wherefore
permit fuch people to travel, whom, by
means of the places they enjoy, it is eafy
to detain at home? There is no poffi-
bility of exaggerating the evil which fuch

Auguftus, having demanded artillery to befiege Brunn,
the Ele&lor replied he had no money to purchafe artil-

lery ; yet he had lately expended 400,000 crowns on a
Yarge green diumond ! T.

ridiculoug
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ridiculous pafquinades produce, at a mo-
ment when the ill-defigning are {o nu-
merous, and who wifth that the nation
{hould be judged by fuch fpecimens.

Suffer me further to remark, of Mefficurs
de C¥*%  that, foolith as the father is,
phyfically a fool, a fool unmeafureable and
difgufting, equally is the fon a man of
great hopes, and appears in all companies
with univerfal fuccefs. Not any man fo
young, with whom I am acquainted,
unites fo much modefty, {o much reafon,
and fuch decent timidity, to fo great a ta-
lent for obfervation; or, to manners fo
agreeable and mild, fo much caution and
wife activity.  There is no doubt but that
the extravagances of the father difplay
thefe qualities to advantage in the fon;
but they exift, and on the moft folid bafis;
for, in all probability, he has taken an
averfion for, by being a continual {pecta-
tor of, the follies of his father. He1s one
of the fcions whom, of all the young men
I have known, is moft proper to be tran{-
planted into the diplomatic nurfery.

The
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The King, all yefterday, was cold, and
taciturn ; not an emotion, not a gracious
word, not a {mile. The minifter Reek,
who harangued the ftates in the name of
the Sovereign, promifed in his difcourfe
that no new tax fhould be impofed,
during the prefent reign; but that, on
the contrary, thofe that exifted fhould be
diminifhed. Was he commanded to make
this promife, or did he venture to make it
uncommanded ? Of this I am ignorant,
and it is a matter of doubt.

'The day before yefterday the King had
forme domeftic brawls, and a {cene of jea-
loufy, at Charlottenburg, to fupport from
Madam Rietz. The remembrance per-
haps remained with him yefterday : whe-
ther or no, the difcourfe of his minifter of
juftice fpoke more pleafingly than his
countenance, however agreeable it may in
reality be. He is to depart on the fourth
for Silefia, and does not return till the
feventeenth.

A part of the palace 1s at prefent fur-
nifhing, but 1n a fimple flile.

Public

-
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Public notice has been given that thofe
perfons who had been promifed reverfions
of fiefs fhould appear ; that their rever-
fions were annulled ; and that they were
not allowed to follicit till firft there thould
be a vacant fief, and not for the reverfion
of fiefs.

I have feen a narrative of what pafled in
Proffia. The perfon who wrote it has
employed very founding expreffions to
depi¢t the enthufiafm of the public, and
among them the following phrafe of the
King.— I have found Pruffia very ill,
* but I will cure her.”

Count Katzerling, who had {fuffered
great loffes during the feven years war,
and met with very il treatment from the
late Monarch, after having been very gra-
¢loufly received by him, has accepted a
loan of pne hundred and fifty thoufand
crowns, for thirty years, without intereft.

It is faid the Bithop of Warmia will be
here within three weeks. He 1s a very
amiable man, with the levity of a Polej
and was much in the favour of the Prince
of Prufia. The King feems to remember
’ this :
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this : he has been treated with much
greater kindnefs than any other perfon in
Prufiia.

In November the King is tc balance the
fratements of expence and receipt.

FirfkP.S. I forgot to inform you that,
for fo cloudy a day, Prince Henry was
yefterday highly carefled. He dined and
fupped with his Majefty, and fingly at-
tended him to fee the illuminations.

Second P. S. I return from court, the
ambafladors were mingled promifcuoufly ;
but, as the minifters of the two imperial
courts were together, the King proceeded
m rather a fingularly retrograde manner.
It {o happened (becaufe of the number of
Euglifhmen that were to be prefented)
that Lord Dalrymple was the neareft to
the King’s door, and preceded the imperial
ambaffadors. The King began with the
latter. He then returned to Lord Dal-
rymple; after which he defcended much
lower toward Count d'Eft**, and {poke
no further to bhim than by thanking,

general,
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general, the foreign ambaffadors for their
illuminations. Should this negle& of cuf-
tomary forms continue, I think it would
be right to let it be underftood that it
gives difpleafure; for the rumor of the
hatred of the King for the French 1s daily
ftrengthened ; and rumor fometimes, m
reality produces the event it proclaims.

LET~»
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LETTER XXXIL

Dyefden, Oétober 41h, 1786.

IT appears extremely probable that habit
will be the conqueror ; and that Frederick-
William will never be more than what his
penetrating uncle had foreboded. No
terms are too hyperbolical to exprefs the
exceflive negligence of his domeftic affairs,
their diforder, and his wafte of time. The
valets dread his violence ; but they are the
firft to turn his incapacity to derifion. Not
a paper in its place ; not a word written
at the bottom of any of the memorials ;
not a letter perfonally opened ; no human
power could induce him to read forty lines
together. It is at once the tumult of ve-
hemence and the torpor of inanity. His
natural {on, the Count of Brandenburg, is
the only one who can roufe him from his
lethargy ; he loves the boy to adoration.
His countenance brightens the moment he

appears,
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appears, and he amufes himfelf, every
morning, a confiderable time with this
child (4); and this, even of his pleafures,
1s the only one it which he is regular; for
the remaining hours are wafted in abfo-
lutely inexplicable confufion. His ill-hu-
mour the other day, for example, which I
had fuppoefed was occafioned by the quar-
rel at Charlottenburg, induced me to en-
quire into particulars, It was nothing
more than a mufical difpute. The King
would have a chamber concert. He or-
dered two and twenty muficians to be af-
fembled. It was his intention to have per-
formed himfelf; his vieloncello was un-
caled and tuned. Fourteent muficians only
came ; and paffions, threats, intemperance
fucceeded. The valets de chambre laid
the blame on Kalikan, whofe bufinefs it
was to fummion the muficians. Kalikan
was thrown inte prifon. Duport, the fa-
mous violoncello player, and confequently
the favourite mufician, came to the aid of
Kalikan, and gave the King the letter

(%) He died laft year.

which
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which the valets de chambre had inters
cepted.  His choler then became outrage-
ous ; every body fled ; but no further ef-
fe&ts have followed this fubaltern prevari
cation.—Poor King !-—Poor country-(/} !

I am perfuaded of two particulars ; the
one that his Majefty has conceived the ided
and the hope of becoming a great man, by
making himfelf wholly and purely Ger-
man, and by hetoring French fuperiority ;
the other that he is already in his heart
determined to refign bufinefs to a princi-
pal minifter. He has not perhaps yet
owned the fact to himfelf ; but at leaft he
1s inwardly convinced it muft be fo.—In
this cafe his laft refource will be to call in
the aid of the Duke of Brunfwick, or of
my uncle.

(/) The late defpot made drummers of Mr. Mara,
(the hufband of the celebrated finger) and another mu-
fician, whofe name we have forgotten, for having the
fpirit to difobey an arbitrary mandate; and drummers
for hours they remained : to their difgrace, as was in-
tended ; but to the difgrace of himfelf, in reality ; and
of the nation that will fuffer fuch tyrants, petty as the
inflance was, to exift. T.

The
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- The firft of thefe plans is the work dnd
‘the mafter-piece of Count Hertzberg. He
has faid, and juﬁly faid—*¢ Thete is only
¢¢ one mode of acquiring reputation ; which
“is to impart an impulfe to your nation,
“ that under your reign a new kind of
¢ glory may take date. ‘This impulfe you
“ can only give by atting determinately.
“ What can you ever effect as the partifan
‘“of France? You can only be the feeble
¢« imitator of Frederick II. Asa German
 you will be an original, perfonally re-
‘“ vered throughout Germany, adored by
‘ your people, vaunted by men of letters;
‘ refpected by Europe, &c. &c.” The
explication of the enigma is that Count
Hertzberg imagined this to be the fhorteft
road, to make himfelf prime minifter.

But the neceffities of accident demand,
or will foon demand, a different perfon.
Servile as the country is, it is not ha-
bituated to minifterial flavery ; and Hertz=
berg, long a fubaltern, rather-crafty than
able, deceitful than cunning, violent than |
determined, vain than ambitious, old, in-
firm, and not promifing -any long duration

Vor. L R of
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of life, will not bend the people to this
fervility. They muft have (for as this
Welner, who is fo much attended to at
prefent, and whofe influence near fpe&a.;
tors only can difcover, may pufh his pre-
tenfions) I repeat, they muft have a man
whofe rank can quell fubordinate candi-
dates ; and the number of fuch men is not
great. I can difcover’ but two men of this
kind ; Prince Henry, and the Duke of
. Brunfwick. To the difadvantage of not
living in the country, the latter adds that
of being neceffarily formidable to a feeble
and indolent, but vain and jealous, Prince;
and who may imagine that, Prince Henry
will not commit the fame injury on his,
the Sovereign’s, reputation as a Prince who.
cannot leave his own country, and refide
Here conftantly as prime minifter, without
being undoubtedly and con{picuoufly fuch.
For which reafon the eredit of Prince Henry
daily ftrengthens, in fpite of his ill addrefs.
However he has boafted lefs within fome
few weeks ; and, inftead of not returning
from Rheinfberg, whither he again goes
duripg the abfenc? of the King, till the
4 middle
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tniddle of December, as was his mtention,
he will be here on the fame day as his ne-
phew.
Yet, exclufive of the perfonal defeéts of
" Prince Henry, and the errors of which he
will indubitably be guilty, how fhall we
reconcile the German fyftem and the Mo-
narch’s hatred of the French to the confi<
dence granted this Prince? The {ymptoms
.of fuch hatred, whether fyftematic or na-
taral, continually increafe and correfpond.
The King when he difmiffed Roux and
Groddart faid—<¢ Voila done de ces B¥*¥%
““ dont je me fuis défait (m).” The real
crime of Roux perhaps was that he kept a
Jewefs, whom the Prince of Pruffia withed
to poflefs, and obftinately réfufed to liften
to any kind of accommodation. A French
merchant brought fome toys (#) to thew
him, to whom he harihly replied— I
¥ have baubles already of this kind to the
* amount of feven millions.” He then

{7) * I have rid myfelf of thefe ——" ‘The epithet
muft be left with the reader, there is no danger he thould
be more indelicate than the origimal. T.

(n) Des gentillefJes, probably jewels. T

R 2 turned
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turned his back, and did not utter aniother
word, except to bid him not go to the
Queen, for if he did he fhould not be
paid. The altion was far from blame-
able ; it is the manner only that I notice.
Boden was paffably well received, except
that the only confolation he found for his
fever was—*¢ Go to Berlin, and keep your-
 felf quiet, for you have a companion
¢ that will ftay by you thefe three months.”
—Boden faid to him—-¢ I thould have had
¢ thoufands of meffages to your Majefty,
¢ had I dared to take charge of them.'—
“You did well to refufe,” replied the
King; and in fo rough a tone that Boden
durft not even give him the letters of Du-
faulx and Bitaubé.

Launay is treated with feverity, and
even with tyranny. He was confined to
his .chamber while his papers were ex-
amined, independent of a general prohibi-
tion not to leave Berlin. One Délatre;,
his perfonal enemy, has been oppofed to
him on all occafions, and has been fent
for to become an informer againft him; a
man devoid of faith or honour ; fufpected

of
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of great crimes ; a diffipator of the King’s
money ; an unbridled libellift, and as fuch
denounced by our court to that of Berlin,
which officially returned thanks, two years
ago, for our behaviour on that fubje@. I
fay he was fent for; becaufe, owing, as he
does, eighty thoufand crowns to the King,
would he have ventured to come without
a paflport, or being afked ? It is evident
that Launay is perfecuted as a farmer of
the taxes, and as a Frenchman. It is be-
lieved that the collettors and farmers-ge-
neral will all be difmiffed (o) at the feftival
of the Trinity ; the time when thofé ac-.
counts that fhall actually be fettled are to
be examined. This is the grand f(acrifice
that is to be offered up to the nation. But
what is to fupply the deficiency in the re-

(o) Congedier la regie.—The late King introduced
the French into Pruffia, to farm and colleét the faxes,
at the beginning of his reign. It was one of the moft
odious of the aéts of his internal adminiftration; in
which, whenever his own reyenues were out of the
queftion, he endeavoured to a& for the good of the
people. Endea'z)aur!d, but moft frequently did not ; of
this his innumerable monopolies are proofs incon-
teftable, T.

R 3  venue?
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venue ? For in fine the farmers, laft year,
paid fix millions eight hundred thoufand
German crowns; and it is not only im-
pofiible to replace this immenfe fum, but,
knowing the country, it is eafy to forefee
that the German farmers of finance will
fcarcely colle¢t the half of the amount.
Of what will the convocation of the
provincial and finance counfellors, and the
deputies of the merchants, be produétive ?
Of complaints, and not one proje¢t which
will not be diftin¢t, partial, and in con-
tradiction to the general fyftem; or fuch
as the nature of things prefents as a {yf~
tem ; for in reality not any as yet exifts.
I return, and fay—all thefe projects are
contrary to the perfonal hopes of Prince
Henry. Will he make all his paffions fub-
fervient to his ambition ? (He is far from
poffefling that degree of fortitude.) Or,
does he diffemble that he may obtain
power ? Of this T do not believe him uni-
formly capable. I rather fear he is once
again the dupe of carefles; which, how-
gver, it muft be confeﬁ'ed,' are more {ub-
ftantial and more marked than they ever
had
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had been before. 1 particularly fear he
fhould be in too great hafte, and too eager
to gather the harveft before it be ripe;
neglecting the care of providing feed for
futurity.

The King has given the minifter of
juftice, Reek, a box of petrified fhells,
fplendidly enriched with diamonds, efti-
mated to be worth twelve thoufand crowns ;
a fimilar box to the minifter Gaudi, and
ten thoufand crowhns ; another of the fame
kind to General Moellendorf; a fine {oli-
taire to the Marquis di Luchefini ; and a
diamond ring to Philippi, the licutenant
of the police. He has farther broken up
three boxes fet with diamonds, of which
thirty rings have been made; thefe he
has taken with him tg diftribute in Si-
lefia. .
Take good note, that Launay has not
had the alternative of accepting a falary of
fix thoufand crowns, or his difmiffion ;
he has merely received information, under
the form of an order, that his falary was
reduced to fix thoufand crowns.

R4 Count
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Count Hertzberg, this day, gave a grand
dinner to foreigners, to which the new
Spanith ambaffador was invited, but nei-
ther Count Eft** nor any Frenchman;
which affeCtation was the more remarkable
fince all the Englifh, Pieﬂmontefe, Swe-
difh, and not only foreign ambaffadors
but complimentary envoys, were there
affembled. Count d’Eft** takes a proper
revenge ; he gives a grand dinner to-mor-
row, to which Count Hertzberg 1s invited,

P.S. Mr. Ewart, the fecretary of the
Englith embafly, faid to me yefterday, in
the prefence of fifteen people, Count Hertz-
berg fupporting him with voice and gef-
ture, in thefe precife terms,—* The Stadt-
¢ holder 1s, by the conftitution, the exe-
« cutive power in Holland; or to fpeak
«“ more intelligibly, he 1s precifely in Hol-
¢ Jand what the King is in England.”—I
replied, in the moft ironical and dry tone,
—< It is to be hoped he will not be be-
¢ headed by his fubjets.’—The laughers
were not with Mr. Ewart (p).

() The laughers were blockheads, T,

| Boden
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Boden has fent your packets. 'The ex-
tratts from the pleadings of Linguet,
which are excellent (I fpeak of the ex-
tracts) have been perfeCtly fuccefsful. 1
intreat you will not fail to fend me the
continuation. You cannot find a better
means of procuring me cuftomers than by
things of this kind,

There is a demur concerning Alvenfle-
ben. "It is Hertzberg who fupports Goltz.

Number LXXVIIIL. of the courier of
the Lower Rhine is fo infolent, relative to
the King of France and his ambaflador,
that I imagine it would be proper to make
a formal complaint. This might {fome-
what curb Hertzberg, who is the accom-
plice of Manfon, and who may do us many
other favours of a like nature, fhould this
pafs with impunity. You are not aware
of the influence thefe gazettes have in
Germany., (

LET-
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LETTER XXXIl,

Magdeburg, Oclober gth, 1786,

LEAVING Berlin, I by chance difco-
vered the perfon who has remained four
days fhut up in the apartment of the Prince
of H** (of R*¥¥¥) who is no other than
that Croify, formerly St. Huberty, and
once the hufband of our celebrated St. Hu-
berty (¢), whofe marriage was annulled;
counfellor Bonneau (r) of the Prince of

(¢) The firft finger at the French opera;

(») Bonneau is a fea term, in the French language,
and fignifies Buoy. But the word was chofen by Vol
taire, becaufe it was an apt metaphor, as the name of a
Pandar. From him it is here borrowed, and is feveral
times fo applied in this work.

Donc, pour cacher comme on put cette affaire,
Le Roi choifit le confeiller Bonneau,

Confident fzfr/‘, et trés bon Tourangean.

Il eut Pemploty qui certes n’eft pas mince,

Et qi’a la cour, oi tout fe peint en beau,

Nous appellons étre Iami du prince, )

Mais qi’a la ville, et furtout en province,

Les gens groffiers ont nommé Maguereau,

La Pucelle. Chant prem.
Pruffia;
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Pruffia; and relative to his own wife, a
bankrupt, a forger, in a word a knight of
induftry, of the moft defpicable order, and
concerning whom all foreigners afk,— Is
¢¢ it pofiible fuch a man can be an officer
*¢ in the French fervice ?”—I am no longer
aftonifhed that the Prince of H¥* {hould
be coldly received by the King. To come
exprefly to lay the train to the mine of cor-
ruption ; and to depend upon it as a cer~
tainty that the combuftibles fhould catch
fire, from a knowledge of the errors of
the Sovereign ; to found hopes of fuccefs
on the ill opinion we have of him, and in
a manner to proclaim this knowledge, by
a rapid journey from Paris to Berlin, defti-
tute of all other pretext ; fince the Prince
of H*¥* and his minion have ftaid only
five days, and are already gone back to
Paris ; this is at once to difplay foolith
cunning and contemptible condu¢t. I
imagine it is of importance that we thould
tell the King aloud, and with the ftrongly
marked, ironical tone of difdain, which
fhall make him feel, without debafing our-
felves to fpeak mose openly, that this

manceuvre
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manceuvre was totally unknown to our
cabinet: for I am perfuaded, from fome
half-phrafes which I have heard thofe who
with us ill drop, that they do not defire
any thing better than to fix this blot
upon us.

I have travelled through Brandenburg
to Magdeburg with Count Hatzfeldt,
who had been fent by the EleCtor of
Mayence to compliment the King on his
acceflion, and Baron G***, fent for the
fame purpofe by the Duke of Deux-Ponts,
The latter, formerly a captain of huffars
in our fervice, is a handfome blockhead,
who could only have been chofen becaufe
he is the brother of Madame Eixbeck, the
Duke’s miftrefs. Count Hatzfeldt is a
man of great urbanity, and whofe know-
ledge and underftanding are deferving of
efteem. It feems he will remain fome
time at Berlin, that he may difcover what
thall be created out of the chaos. I con-
verfed much on Mayence; the Elector is
better, but does not promife any length
of life. 'The two perfons who, in all ap-
pearance, are moft likely to fucceed him

arg
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are Feckenberg and Alberg.” The firft is
wholly Auftrian ; the latter a man of abi-
lities, of whom the higheft opinion is en-
tertained, whofe political inclinations are
little known, and who diffembles, like Six-
tus V. while yet a monk.

That court at prefent feems to be ex-
ceedingly averfe to the Emperor, who every
day, indeed, by a multitude of traits, both
private and public, and which are really
inconceivable, increafes univerfal hatred.
It is impoffible to depict the effet which
his anfwer to the requeft of the Hunga-
rians produced—(Pueri funt pueri: puer:
puerilia tratiant)—together with the vio-
lent abolition of all their privileges. ‘But,
on the one hand, the great landholders are
at Vienna, there enchained by their places,
and almoft kept under a guard, fo that
they are in truth the hoftages of the flavery
of the Hungarians; and, on the other,
‘the ariftocracy being exceflively odious to
the people, there is in this fuperb and for-
midable country neither unity of intereft,
nor center of concord. The regular
troops are befide pofted, and provided

with
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with artillery, fupported by veterans, cos
lonifts, &c. &ec.

An Englithman, very much my frierd;
and a man of excellent obfervation, whom
I have happened to meet with here, and
who has vifited all the camps of the Em-
peror, while {peaking in traptures of thofé
formidable pillars of his power; Hungary,
Moravia, Bohemia, and Galicia, &c. con-
feffes that the inferiority of his troops;
compared with the Pruffian army, has
infinitely furpaffed his expectation. He
affirms 1t is impoffible, either relative to
the individual or colleétive information of
the officers or to the military talents of
the Emperor, which are in reality null,
in fo much that he appears incapable of
conceiving fuch complicated evolutions—s
he affirms, I fay, it is impoflible to com-
pare the two nations ¢ with this difference
that the Emperor, like Cadmus, can make
men {pring out of the earth; and that the
Pruffian army, once annihilated, will be
incapable of renovation, except from its
treafury. Should @ man once be feated-

upon the Auftrian throne, there will be
an
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an end to the liberties of Europe. The
health of the Emperor is fuppofed not to
be good ; his adivity gradually decreafes ;
he ftill however furpafies his real ftrength,
but his projects feem like the wifhes of
an expiring patient, who raves on reco-
very. He is fuppofed at prefent to be on’

very cool terms with the Emprefs of
Ruffia.

i ET=
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LETTER XXXIV.

Brunfwick, Oftober 14th, 17862

THOUGH 1 ride poft, you perceive it
is not in the fpirit of diffipation. Alas!
what mode of life in reality lefs corref-
ponds with my natural inclination than
that indolent activity, if fo I may call it,
which hurries me into every tumult, and
among the proud and faftidious, to the
utter lofs of time! For fuch is the general
confequence of the confufion of fociety
among the Germans, who converfe as they
call it between themfelves although thirty
perfons fhould be prefent. Thus am I
robbed of ftudy, deprived of my favourite
purfuits, my own thoughts, and forced
inceflantly to comply with forms fo fo-
reign, not to fay odious, to my nature.
You yourfelf, who lead a life fo full of
hurry, but who however affociate with the
c¢hofen few, in defpite of all the gifts of

natue,



[ 257 1

fiature, you muft feel how difficult it is
abruptly to pafs from the buzz of men to
the meditations of the clofet. Yet is this
indifpenfably neceffaty, in order to ma-
nage the 4fide {peeches, by which the cur-
rent news of the day is acquired and con-
fequences divined. We& muft gallop five
days with a Prince, and purfue all the
phyfical and moral meanderings of the
man, in public and in private, before we
¢an cbtain the tight, or the oppertunity,
to afk him a queftion ; or which is better
to catch 4 word, which may be equivalent
to both queftion and anfwer.

But who knows this bétter thar you ?
I otily wifh you to underftand my excur-
fions are not the effe& of chance; and fill
lefs of whim. Let me add that each of
my journeys improves my local knowledge,
a fubje@ on which I have made it a law
fiot to be eafily fatisfied. I hope that,
among others, you will perceive by my
memorial on Saxony, and by that on the
Pruffian ftates, which are in reality works
of labour, and which you will not have a,

fight of for fome months to come; that
Vor. L. S I have
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I have profoundly ftudied the countries
which I have wifhed to underftand, and
as ardently in men as in books; with this
difference however that I fcarcely dare
confide in the mere aflertion of the beft
informed man, unlefs he brings written
proofs (s). The neceflity of that fpecies
of _{uperftitious confcientioufnels with
which I am almoft mechanically imprefi-
ed, whenever I take up the pen, has been
demonftrated to my own mind too often
for it ever to forfake me.

Yet whither am I travelling in this pain-
ful road ? If I may depend on the few re-
ports which your friendfhip has deigned
to make me of the fenfation which my dif-
patches have produced, when corrected ar-
ranged and embellifhed by you (For how
is it poflible for me to corret that which
I write at the moment, by fnatches, with
lightning-like rapidity, and withous hav-
ing time to read ?) fhey have given fatis-
faction. If Ijudge by the reiterated {fymp-
~toms of the extreme inattention which

(s) Are there not, ceteris paribus, as many written
as related lies ? T,

long
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long filence fuppofes, on queftions the
moft important, on requefts the moft in-
ftantaneous, and fometimes of abfolute
forgetfulnefs of the greateft part of thefe
things, I thould be induced to believe that
my letters are read, at the moft, with as
much intereft as a packet would be the
materials of which are tolerably clear and
orderly, and that the reading producesnot
the leaft ultimate effect. Should this be
fo_is.l,iﬁ worth the trouble (I put the quef-
tion to you, whofe energetic fentiments
and kigh thoughts fo often efcape, not-
withftanding all the contagion of levity,
carcleffnefs, egotifm, and inconfiftency
which exhale out of every door in the
country which you inhabit,) is it right, I
fay, that I fhould facrifice, to an intereft
fo fubordinate as that of curiofity, my in-
clinations, my talents, my time, and my
powers ? I believe you know me to be no
quack ; you know it is not my cuftom to
{peak of my pains, and of my labours, in
fuftian terms. Permit me then, my good
and dear friend, to proteft that they both
are great. I keep three men totally occu-

S 2 pied

¢
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pied in mechanically copying the materials
I have arranged. I am affifted by the la-
bour and the knowledge of feveral ; all my
moments, all my thoughts, are there,
thence depart, and thither return.—Should
the product be no greater (and I may fay
to you that you cannot yet eftimate the
whole produét, for the greateft of my la-
bours are ftill in my defk) (#), it muft
cither be the fault of my own incapacity
or of my fituation ; perhaps of both, and
perhaps alfo of the latter only. But here
I am wholly, and as a man of thirty-feven
ought not to be wholly, devoted to nulli-
ties ; for nullities they are if nothing be
produced, nothing effeéed, either in behalf
of myfelf or others.

If therefore any thing e produced, af-
ford me fome proof of it; and when, for
example, I afk any queftion, for the purpofe
of more effectually executing my truft, let
it be anfwered. When I fay it is neceffary
I thould have a plan of operations of fuch

(t) The author no doubt refers to his Hiftoive de In
Moenarchie Pr uﬁeﬂne T.

or
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or fuch a kind to propofe, becaufe that I
thall be immediately queftioned on the fub-
ject, and fhall lofe an opportunity which
probably may never be recovered fhould I
be caught unprovided, let fuch a plan of
operations be fent me.

If all this is to have any good effe&t in
my favour, let me be told {o; for in my
prefent fituation I have great need of en-
couragement, if it were but to empower
me to yield without madnefs to the im-
pulfes of my zeal. I fay without mad-
nefs ; for, to {peak only of the vileft, but
notwithftanding the moft palpable of
~wants, ‘when I perceive that I am very
unable to make my accounts balance with
my prefent appointments, ought I not to
clog the down-hill wheel ? And what have
I to hope from thefe appointments, when
I recolle@® how much they are in arrear;
and that a change of miniftry may increafe
my perfonal debts with the fums which
my friends have advanced me, for the fer-
vice of thofe who cannot be ignorant I am
myfelf incapable of making {uch advances ?
Yet, fhould I ftop, is there not an end to

S3 all
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all utility from what I have hitherto effé&-
ed? Shall I then have any thing remain-
ing except regret for time loft, and the
deep, the rankling affliction of having at-
tached people to my fortunes for whom I
can do nothing, but what muft be an ill
compenfation, and at my own expence,
for all which they have done for me ?
Pardon thefe expanfions of the heart.
To whom may I confide my anxieties, if
not to you, my friend, my confelation,
my guide, and my fupport? To whom
may I fay, what 1s all this to me, fince it
does not produce me even money! For
that I expend in the bufinefs I have un-
dertaken, and not in private gratifications.
In truth I fhould be fufceptible of no other,
were the hoped futurity come, and I had
no dependents.  You well know that mo-
ney to me 1s nothing, at leaft when I have
-any. Where am I going, whither leading
others? Have I made a gaod bargain by
‘bartering my life, ftormy as it was, but
fo mingled with enjoyments of which it
was not in human power to deprive me;
‘ for a fterile activity, which fnatches me

cven
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even from the frequent and delightful
effufions of your friendthip? You are to
me but a ftatefman ; you, for the preflure
of whofe hand I would relinquifh all the
thrones on earth.—Alas I am much bet-
ter formed for friendfhip than for ‘pb-
litics.

Poft Scriptum, began at Helmftadt, and finithed

at Brunfwick, Ofober 14th, 1786.

They write from Silberberg, in Silefia,
that the King’s carriage has been over-
turned, and that he has received contu-
fions, on the head and on the arm. The
coachman, it is added, expired on the
place. The news reached me yefterday,
at Magdeburg, and the fame has been
written to General Prittwitz ; it probably
exceeds the truth, but is not wholly with-
out foundation. The extreme. agitation
of the Duke of Brunfwick and my own
emotions made me profoundly feel the
fortunes that reft on this Monarch’s head.
The Duke immediateiy fent off a courier ;
and, as I fhall follow him to Erunfwick,
where he wifhes to fpeak to me at large
0 S 4 con-
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concerning Holland\, I fhall learn more
circumftantial intelligence, and fuch as
will be indubitable. 1 have not time to
add a fingle word ; I write while the horfes
are changed,

From Brunfwick, Ofiober 14th, 1786.

Not having found an opportunity of
fending off thefe few lines I continue—

I arrived here two hours before the
Duke. As foon as he came to Brunfwick,
he wrote to me with a pencil, on a flip of
paper,

“1 {poke, yefterday evening, before I
¢ departed, with the minifter Count Schu-
¢ lemburg, who had left Berlin on the

“eleventh. He is in abfolute ignorance

of the alarming intelligence by which

‘we were fo much affefted ; and, as I
¢ have heard nothmg on the fubjeét ﬁnce,
“ 1 begin to have better hopes. I expe&
*“ my courier will arrive early in the morn-
“ing. 1 write you this, Monfieur I
““ Comte () from my mother’s, and I hope

“ you

(») My Lord would be too ftrong an expreﬂion,

‘there are but few forelgn Lounts who in wealth and

diguity
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¢ you will do me the favour to come to
“ me early to-morrow morning and ding
¢ with us.”

It appears to be very probable that no
material harm has happened to the Sove-
reign.

The {plendor of the talents and urbanity
of the Duke appeared perfect at Magde-
burg. Nothing could be more awful than
his manceuvres, nothing fo inftructive as
his {chool, nothing fo finithed, fo con-
nected, fo perfect, as his condudt in every
refpet. He was the fubjet of admira-
tion to a great number of foreigners, who
had crowded to Magdeburgh, and he cer-
tainly ftood in no need of the contraft
which the Duke of Weimar, and the Prince
of Deflau afforded ; the latter the weakeft
of men, the former induftrioufly labour-
ing to be fomething, but ill provided with
requifites, if we are to judge him by ap-
pearances, He might and ought to be-
come a Prince of importance. According
dignity are equal to the idea which the Englith word
Lord conveys; and the epithet Count, when the courtly

Duke of Brunfwick fpeaks, would b too familiar. T,
T ' to
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to all probabilities, however, Saxony will
devolve on him for want of children in
the Eleftoral branch ; and it is an affli&-
ing perfpecive to contemplate the deftruc-
tion of all the labours of the worthy Prince
who at prefent governs the country ; and
who, tormented in his childhcod, unhap-
py in youth, and truly refpectable in man-
hood, will perhaps defcend to the tomb
with the bitter afflition of feeling that all
the good he has done will be rendered in-

effeGtual.
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I have learnt a fact which will afford
fome pleafure to M. de Segur, if he be
{till living. A foundery has been built at .
Hanover, at a great expence, which has
coft the King -of England near one hun-
dred thoufand livres. (Upward of four
thoufand pounds fterling.) The Duke of
Brunfwick, not being fatisfied with his
own foundery, had two cannon caft at
Hanover; and they were fo ill caft that
they were foon obliged to be laid afide.
It 1s not to be fuppofed, when we recol-
lect the connexions between the Duke and
the King of England, that this was occa-
fioned by any trick in the founders; the
fa@ therefore 1s a proof that they are bad
workmen.

By the next courier. I hope to fend
you the exa@ refult of the difpofitions
of Berlin, and the Duke, relative to
Holland. He has promifed me a pre-
cife ftatement of the propofitions which
appear to him neceffary, and he did not
conceal the extreme defire he had that
they fhould be accepted by France.

Thefe
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Thefe Dutch difturbances daily prefent
a more threatning afpect- for the repofe
of Europe ; if not at the prefent moment,
at leait from future contingencies, and
the coolnefs and diftruft to which they
will give rife.

LET-
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LETTER XXXV.

Brunfwick, Oftober 161h, 1786.

THE two converfations I have had with
the Duke have hitherto been but vague re-
fpeting Holland, and indeed almoft fo-
reign to the fubjet. His courier, having
‘brought him the news of hopes of an'ac-
commodation, and of the retreat of the
perfon who of all thofe concerned with M.
de Veirac was fuppofed to be the chief fire-
brand, having in fine brought him details
which lead him to imagine that his inter-
ference will not be neceffary, or not yet
wanted in Holland, he pafled rapidly over
the country to come to one which is of
infinitely greater importance to him; I
mean to fay Pruffia. He only difcovered
himfelf to be greatly averfe to the party of
the Stadtholder, and well convinced that
the right of prefentation ought to remain
fuch as it was in its origin ; that the con-

ftitution
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ftitution of Gueldres, Friefeland, and
Utrecht, evidently was in want of refor-
mation, with refpect to the inconceivable
regulation of the magiftrates, who are re-
vocable ad nutum; that in a word the
Prince, who from abfolute monarchical au-
thority, which he in reality pofleffed, was
funken into abfolute difcredit, by conduct
the moft abjet, and the folly of having
claimed that as a right, in contempt of all
law, all decency, and all popular preju-
dice, which he effeCtually pofleffed, was
not deferving of the leaft fupport. But
that, from refpect to Pruflia, and particu-
larly to retard commotions, it was requi-
fite to reftore him the decorum of pa-
geantry ; except that watch fhould be kept
over his connexions. And here he ex-
plained himfelf on the fubje& of Harris,
and even concerning Prince Louis of
Brunfwick, nearly in the manner I fhould
have done myfelf. In conclufion however
he not only did not inform me of any
thing on the fubje®, but he imperceptibly
declined that debate which a few days be-
fore he had proveked.

I re-
2
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I repeat, there is fome news arrived of
which I am ignorant that has occafioned
this .change in his proceedings. My in-
formation 1s in general much too confined.
Thus for example it is very fingular, nor
is it lefs embarraffing, and, to fpeak plain-
ly, it is tolerably ridiculous, that it thould
be the Duke who fhould inform me of the
treaty of commerce figned between France
and England, not one of the articles of
which I am acquainted with, and on which
occafion I know not what face to wear.
As my ufual method is not to conceal
myfelf behind any veil of myftery, which
hides the infignificance of certain ambaffa-
dors, the part I had to at was not a little
difiicult. I fhould learn a thoufand times
more were I myfelf better informed. In
this, as in every thing elfe, fortune fol-
lows the fuccefsful.

Returning to Pruffia, it was quite a dif-
ferent affair, for of this I know as much
as the Duké. His confidence was the lefs
limited and the more profufe, becaufe I
prefently fet him at his eafe with refpect
to Prince Henry, whom he neither loves

nor
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nor efteems. I perceive with inquictudd
that his opinions and fears are fimilar to
my own. He is diffatisfied with moft of
the proceedings and publi¢ ats of the
King, with that croud of titles, and that
mafs of nobility, which has beetr added fo
prodigally’; in fo much that it will be
henceforward much more difficult to find
a man than a nobleman in the Pruffian
ftates ; with the promife made to the Prince
of Deffau (whofe only merit-is fuch an
excefs of enthufiafm for myftici{m and vi-
fionaries that, when Lavater cameé to Bre-
men, he addreflfed the moft earneft fuppli-
cations to him to come and pay him a
vifit, in order that he might adore him)
and perhaps with that given to the Duke
of Weimar (who to the fame inclinations,
and more lively paffions, adds greater un-
derftanding ; but who is too much in
debt for his military projefts to be other-
wife regarded than as a money {peculation)
to reftore the one to and admit the other
into the Pruffian fervice ; by which rank
in the army will be violated, and the army
difcouraged and vitiated ; a fyftem very

oppofite

5
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oppofite to that of Frederick II, who faid
of the few grandees who were employed in
his time—*¢ In the name of God, my dear
¢« Moellendorf, rid me of thefe Princes.”
The Duke is equally diffatisfied with that
fluctuation which occafions eflays to be
made on twenty {yftems at once; with the
moft of the perfons chofen ; with domeftic
diforder ; with nofturnal rites; and with
the anecdotes the augury of which from
day to day becomes more inaufpicioufly
chara@eriftic, &c. &c. Inaword, fhould
1 tranfcribe our converfation, I fhould but
fend new copies of old difpatches.

<« Believe me,” faid he, 1 may, in a
< certain degree, ferve you as a thermo-
« meter, for if I perceive there are no
‘ hopes of a firm and noble regimen, and
« that therefore the day of the houfe of
« Brandenburg is come, I fhall not be the
« laft to found a retreat. I never received
‘“ money from the King of Pruffia, and I
“ am well determined never to accept any
< thing from him, though I mean to re-
‘¢ main in the fervice. It has, as you have
« feen, been a dear fervice to me. I am

Vor. I, T ¢ Ins
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“ independent. I wifth to pay a tribute
¢ of refpe to the memory of the great man
¢ who is no more, and am ready to fhed
¢« my blood, if that might cement his
« work ; but I will not, even by my pre-
¢ fence, become the accomplice of its de-
“ molition. Our debts never exceed our
« abilities. I fhall provide in the beft
““ manner in my power for my country
““ and my children ; thefe I fhall leave in
¢ great order. Ikeep up my family con-
‘“ nexions. We perhaps fhall be the laft
‘ who will be fmote by the overthrow of
¢ the Germanic body, becaufe of the con-
“ fraternity which unites us to the Elector
« of Hanover. I therefore fhall no fur-
« ther follow the deftiny of the Pruffian
““ monarchy than as its government fhall
“ maintain its wifdom, its dignity, &o.
« &c”

At prefent the Duke defpairs of no-
thing ; and in this he is right. He fup-
pofes that no perfon has yet found his
proper place: I think like him, and I per-
ceive he hopes his turn will come ; of this
neither can I doubt, unlefs the annihila-

2 tion
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tion of the Pruffian power has been decregd
by fate.

- He has informed me of the very fingular
fact that M. de G*¥*_ the father, has de-
manded to be admitted into the fervice of
the King of Pruffia, and has pretended to
difclofe all the hoftile plans of the Empe-
ror, whofe alliance, neverthelefs this fame
M. de G*** loudly affirms will terminate,
with France, the day that Prince Kaunitz
dies.

The Duke is very far from being relieved
of all his fears concerning the proje¢ts of
the. Emperor, whofe puiffance and advifers
he holds in infinite dread. True it 1s that
his inconfiftency fhould render his' defigns
and the execution of them ahortive ; that
the irrationality of his perfonal conduct
thould haften his end; that the Arch-
Duke Francis appears to be a cypher; that
among the perfons who have influence there
is not one formidable mza, efpecially in
the army ; and that Alventzy and Kiniky,
the one manufacturer for the infantry,
and the other for the cavalry, pofiefs only
ambiguous abilities, &c. But men ftart

T 2 up
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up at the moment when they are the leaft
expefted ; accident only i1s neceflary to
rank them in their proper place. Condé,
Spinola, and the Duke of Brun{wick him-
felf, prove that it is poffible to be born a
general.  There 1s a Prince of Waldeck in
the Auftrian army, who it is faid an-
nounces grand talents.

"The numerous trifling anecdotes which
the Duke and I have mutually related
to each other, would be téo tedious for
infertion, and out of their place alfo here.
An anecdote, merely as fuch, is equally
devoid of propriety and information ; fuch
will have their turn hereafter; but there
is one which relates too much to the Ruf-
fian {yftem for it to be paffed ‘over in
filence.

The Czarina has, for fome months patt,
appropriated to herfelf the poffeffion and
the revenues of the pofts of Courland,
leaving a fmall part only to the Duke, in
order that this branch of adminiftration
might not appear to be wholly in the
hands of foreigners. Thus does this fame
Ruffia, that maintains an envoy at Cour-

land,
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land, “although there is none at Courland
from Peterfburg, and that here, as in Po-
land, proclaims her will to the Duke and
to the ftates, by her ambaffador, who is
the real fovereign of the country; this
Ruffia, that, for fome years paft, has un-
equivocally and openly declared a certain
canton of Courland appertained to her,
and without feeking any other pretext than
that of giving a more uniform line to her
limits, makes no fecret of not underftand-
ing any other code, any other claims, any
other: manifeftoes, than thofe which the
Gauls alleged to the Etrufcans— ¢ Our
¢ right exifts in our arms, Whatever the
“ {trong can feize upon that is the right
‘¢ of the ftrong.”—She will one of thefe
days declare Courland is hers, that the
Polith Ukraine is hers, and that Finland
is hers. And, for example, this latter re-
volution, which will be a very falutary
one to her becaufe that the will then truly
beconie inattackable, and almoft inaccefii-
ble, to all Europe united, will be effected,
whenever fhe fhall make the attempt, if
we do not take good heed. Be the day

T 3 when
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when it will that I fhall be informed of
this having taken place, and even of the
new {yftem of Sweden being totally over-
thrown, I fhall not feel any furprize.

The Duke alfo told me that the Emperor
is greatly improving his artillery ; that his
fix-pounders are equivalent in force to our
former ecight-pounders; and to this ad-
vantage they add that of lightnefs, in fo
great a degree, that only four horfes are
neceflary to draw them, while even in
Pruffia fix are fhll requifite.  As well as I
remember he attributes this double im-
provement to the conical (w) conftruion
of the chamber. I only relate this that
you may verify the truth of the fa@, by
people who are acquainted with fuch af-
fairs ; the diminution of two horfes in
eight being a thing of infinite importance,
and the more {o as there would be a fervant
the lefs.

The manner in which I have been re-
cetved by the Duke was infinitely friendly
on his part, though fomewhat partici-

(w) Faite en poire ; made in the form of a pear. T,

pating,
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pating, as far as relates to freedom of con-
verfation, of my equivocal ‘mode of exift-
ence at Berlin. I believe I may, _thhout
prefumption affirm I am not difagreeable
to this Prince, and that, were [ accredited
by any commiffion whatever, I thould be
one of the moft proper perfons to treat
with him with efficacy. This able man
appears to me to have but one weaknefs,
which 1s the prodigious dread of having
his reputation injured, even by the moft
contemptible Zoilus. Yet has he lately
expofed himfelf to vexatious blame in de-
ference. to his firft minifter; M. von Fe-
ronce, which I cannot compxehend This
M. von Feronce, and M. von Munchaufen,
grand mafter of the court, a man who is
reported to have little delicacy concerning
money matters, have farmed the lottery ;
an action thameful in itfelf, and vy,hich I
cannot reconcile to Feronce, who is really
a man of merit. T'wo merchants, named
Oeltz and Nothnagzl, have gained a gua-
terne; which is equivalent to the fum of
eighteen thoufand crowns. The payment
of this has not only been refufed but, as

T 4 it
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it was neceffary to a& with fraud to effe@
their purpofe, the merchants have under-
gone numerous oppreflions ; they have
even been imprifoned ; all which atts they
have lately publithed in a printed cafe,
which contains nothing but the facts con-
cerning the fuit, and have laid an appeal
againft the Duke, or againft his judges,
before the tribunal of Wetzlar; Iown I
do not underftand this abfence of firm-
nefs, or of circum{peétion.

October 17thy 1786,

P. S. T have juft received authentic in-
telligence concerning the King of Pruffia.
It was one of his chafleurs to whom a very
ferious accident happened; the Monarch
himfelf 1s in good health, and will arrive
on the eighteenth or the nineteenth at
Berlin.

I learry, at the fame time, that Count
Finckenftein is dying of an inflammation
of the lungs, with which he was feized.
after a very warm altercation, with Count
Hertzberg, on the fubjeét of Holland.
His Life is defpaired of, and his lofs to us

3 ‘ will
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will be very great ; as well becaufe he was
abfolutely ours, as becaufe that, being a
temporifer by nature, he would have a&ed
as the moderator of Prince Henry. He
would alfo have direted the condult of
Mademoifelle Vofs, after the fall of vir-
tue; and finally becaufe Hertzberg will no
longer have any counterpoife. With re-
fpec to the latter point however, I am not
averfe to {uppofe that the time when this
prefumptuous man fhall be in abfolute
difcredit may but be the more quickly acce-
lerated. Yet, not to mention the fterility
.of fubjets by which this epccha may be
retarded, -who fhall anfwer that a man fo
violent, and wholly imbued as he is with
the hatred which the Germans in general
bear the French, will not venture to make
fome very decifive falfe fteps?-

The Duke of York arrived here this
evening, and had he been the Emperor he
could not have been treated with more re-
{pect, efpecially by the Dutchefs and the
courtiers. She indeed is wholly Englifh,
as well in her inclinations and her princi-
ples as in her manners ; in fo much that

o her



[ 282 ]

her almoft cynical independence, oppofed
to the etiquette of the courts of German
Princes, forms the moft fingular contraft
I know. I do not however bclieve that
there is any queftion concerning ﬂ]e'mar-
riage of the Princefs. Caroline, who is a
moft-amiable, lively, playful, witty, and
handfome lady; the Duke of York, a
puiflant hunter, a potent drinker, an in-
defatigable laugher, deftitute of breeding
and politenefs, and who poffefles, at leaft
in appearance, much of the Duke de
Laufun, as well in mind as in perfon, is
infpired with a kind of paffion for a wo-
man mairied to a jealous hufband, who
torments him, and will not {fuffer him to
fix his quarters. I know not whether he
will go to, Berlin. The verfions relative
to him are various. Some affirm that,
after having been an unbridled libertine,
he feels a returning (x) defire of doing

(#) The attention this young Prince at prefent pays
to his public duties, civil and military, and the- inde-
pendent firmnefs with which his public conduc has fo
recently been {tamped, are the beft commentary to this
text, T.

his
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his duty. For my own part I find in
him all the ftiffnefs of a German Prince,
with a double dofe of Englifh infolence,
but wanting the free cordiality of that
nation.

LET-



[ 284 1

LETTER XXXVL

Brunfwick, Ocober 27thy 1786,

I HERE fend you the continuation and
conclufion of the preceding difpatch, to
which I add the tranflation of a pamphlet,
the fingularity of which is increafed by
having appeared at Vienna, with the per-
miffion of the Emperor ; who, to the com-
munication made by the cenfor, has added
thefe very words—¢ Let this pafs among
¢ others.”

This is but a trifle compared to that
caprice which three days afterward induced
him to releafe the unfortunate Szekely,
whom the moft powerful remonftrances
could not fave, and whofe caufe is here ( y)
il enough defended. For what conclu-
fions might he not have drawn from the

(2) ,?y the word here, the author means in the
pamphlét, to which the reader will immediately
come, T,

con-
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cconfidence with which he imparted to the
emperor the fituation of his accounts,
from the diforder by which they had been
brought into this ftate, from the ardent
{upplications he made him to purchafe for
the public a well-tried chymical fecret, at
fuch a price as would have compleated the
deficiency in his accounts (I fay compleat-
ed, for Szekely and his family had paid
the greateft part of the deficiencies) and
from the anfwer of the Emperor himfelf.
—< Do you addrefs yourfelf to me as to a
« friend, or as to the Emperor ? If to the
<¢ former, I cannot be the friend of a man
« who has not been faithful to his truft.
¢ If as Emperor, T would advife you to go
< in perfon and make your declaration to
< the courts of juftice.”

This fact, which I have learnt fince my
arrival at Berlin, attended with the moft
aggravating circumftances, is one of the
moft odious I can recollet, yet might I re-
late fifty of the fame {pecies. *  *  *
o L T T
£. % K B X k%

* *
* ¥
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Free Obfervations on. the Crime and Punifh-
ment of Lieutenant-Colonel SzexeLy, of
the Guards, by a Friend of Truth, 1786.

LET the voice of truth be heard, let her
at prefent be feen without difguife, with-
out veil, in all her awful nakednefs. Hear
ye incorrupt (z) judges, I am about to
fpeak of the crime and punithment of
Szekely. My heart melts, but my werds
thall be impartial. Hear and pronounce

{z) From thelife of Baron Trenck, from the prefent
fal, and from numerous others, it appears that the
appeal and the apoftrophe are abfurd. T'renck informs
us that his judges, after having held their offices for a
fucceflion of years, were at laft condemned to be the
common fcavengers of Vienna. The picture he gives
of their intrigues, -their -corruption, and their vices,
is beyond conception horrible, How can man dare to
vaunt of the wifdom of the age, which has not yet
difcovered-that juftice, in-its moft extenfive fenfe, is
the moft neceffary as well as the fublimeft attribute of
man § T.

{fentence
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fentence on me, on Szekely, and on thofe
who pronounced fentence on him.
Szekely announces a deficiency in the
regimental cheft of the guards, and the
diforder of his accounts; and after fome
pretended examinations is brought before
the eouncil of war. Ninety-feven thou-
fand florins of the empire have difappear-
ed ; but Szekely had placed his whole con-
fidence in the Sieur Lakner, who is de-
ceafed, and who was the only keeper of
the keys of the cheft. Szekely had more
than once declared that he himfelf was a
very improper perfon to have pecuniary
matters committed to his charge, and that
he never had revifed nor verified the ac-
counts of the regimental cheft confided to
his care. He therefore cannot be fufpeét-
ed of perfonal fraud, efpecially when his
regiment renders juftice to the goodnefs of
his manners, and unanimoufly points out
the cathier Lakner, as a perfon who was
debafed by meannefles, and rendered fuf-

picious by incurring expences infinitely
above his fortune,

This
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This it is very true was an exceedingly
culpable negligence, but fuch was the only
crime of Szekely ; and it was for this rea-
fon that the council of war condemned him
to be imprifoned fix years in a fortrefs.
The punithment was doubtlefs in itfelf
fufficient, fince Szekely, in effe&t, and ac-
cording to the language of the civilians
was—DNec confeffus nec convicfus—of any
prevarication ; yet was it aggravated by
the Aulic (2) council of war, which was
commanded to make a revifion of the pro-
cefs, and which increafed his detention to
a duration of eight years. Was this tri-
bunal ignorant then that it is a cuftom
with our 7of gracious Monarch himfelf to
increafe the feverity of all fentences pro-
nounced againft criminals ?- Let us there-
fore believe that the judges, on this occa-
fion, were only obedient to the rigor of the
laws; but the after decifion of the Em-
peror will moft affuredly appear incon-
ceivable, The following is the judgment

(2) We cannot find a better parallel to this Aulic

council than our formerly ‘infamous court of Star-
Chamber. T

Vor. L. 8] which
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which this Monarch uttered—Yes! Ut-
tered, yet did not blufh!
¢« Szekely muft without hefitation be
« broken, declared incapable of military
« fervice, and delivered over to the civil
« officer, who fhall convey him to the
« place where the crime was committed in
<¢ Vienna, where he fhall ftand in the pil-
« lory for three fucceflive days, and re-
¢ main two hours, each day, on a {caffold,
« in the high market-place, that his ex-
< ample may be of public utility.—As a
« favour, and in confequence of his age,
¢ I limit the eight years imprifonment to
¢ which he is condemned to four, during
¢¢ which he fhall be confined at Segedin, a
¢« penal prifon of the civil power of the
« Hungarian ftates, where he fhall receive
“ the fame allowance for food as is grant-

¢t ed to other criminals.” N
The court of juftice made remon-
ftrances to the Emperor, in which it
proved that the punifhment was much
too fevere, and entirely contrary to law
and to equity; but the Emperor con-
tinued




[ 291 ]

tinued inflexible, and thus confirmed his
{entence—

‘ All {fuperintendants of military chefts
“ might, like Szekely, plead that they
¢ knew not what was become of the mo-
““ ney, even though it fhould have been
 ftolen by themfelves. Whenever there
¢ is a deficiency in any cheft, and efpecially
““ of a fum fo confiderable as ninety-f{even
‘ thoufand florins, there is no neceffity
¢ for the judge to prove that the money
¢ has been taken by the accufed perfon,
“* but the accufed perfon muft fhew that
““it has not been taken by him; and
¢ whenever he cannot demonftrate this he
“ himfelf is the thief.—As foon as Szekely
<¢ thall have been broken, and fhall be no
“ longer an officer, the fentence againft
“ him fhall be put in execution, and a
« paper fhall be fixed round his neck, on
¢ which fhall be written—AN UNFAITH-
“ FUL STEWARD.”

Let us take an attentive retrofpect of

thefe fupreme decifions.

Uz Szekely
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Szekely is punifhable for having been
exceedingly negligent ; he is the fame for
having beftowed his whole confidence on a
difhoneft cathier, of whofe pompous luxury
he could not be ignorant, fince it gave of-
fence to the whole corps of the guards.
It was eafy to conclude that fuch a man
could not live at an expence {o great on his
paternal income. It is even probable that
Szekely himfelf, perceiving the diforder of
his accounts, and the deficiency in his cheft,
and terrified by the infamy and punifh-
ment infli¢ted on fuch crimes, facrificed
much to alchemy and the occult {ciences,
in the hope of making gold, and of thus
freeing himfelf from his embarraffments.
This no doubt was a folly at which all
men of fenfe would grieve; it is not how-
ever the lefs poflible. It is certain that
the love of chymiftry was the ruling paffion
of Szekely, and that he indulged his incli-
nations the more becaufe he expeéted fome
time thus to recover his lofles. To this
excufe let us add the extreme ignorance of
which he accufed himfelf in all that related
to pecuniary affairs.

True
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True it is that, with fuch a conviftion
of his own incapacity, he never ought to
have taken charge of a regimental cheft ;
but were all thofe who are in pofieffion of
places, the duties of which are beyond their
abilities, obliged to abdicate them, what
vaft deferts would our public offices afford !
Rabner encourages three different fpecies
of men (4), by faying—*¢ On whom God
¢ beftows an office he alfo beftows a fuffi-
« cient degree of underftanding for the ex-
« ercife. of that office,” — Szekely would
not indubitably have adopted this opinion,
could he have forefeen the evil confequences
of his prefumption.

Was not that flattering letter which was
addrefled to him by Maria Therefa, of glo-
rious memory, in which, while fhe gave
the higheft praifes to his probity and loyal-
ty, this auguft Sovereign confided to his
care, without any precaution, the regimen-
tal cheft of the guards, an authentic tefti-
mony in behalf of his honour? Has it
been meant by the.forgetfulnefs of this

(5) I know not why three different fpecies, or what
three : I can but follow my author. T

U 3 diftintion
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diftinétion to add a new outrage to all the
ingratitudes with which fome have fullied
themfelves, relative to this immortal Em-
prefs ? Was it intended to tax her with
that levity, that filly credulity, which blind
confidence produces ? Alas! In defpite of
all the defets which envy fo gratuitoully
imputes to her, Maria Therefa never was
furrounded by fuch an army of knaves as
thofe from whom all the rigor of the pre-
fent Sovereign cannot preferve us. So
true is it that gentlenefs and love, from a
Prince toward his fubjets, are more effi-
cacious nreans, to prefcrve them within
the bounds of duty, than all the violent
ats tyranny can commit.

I return to Szekely and affirm—it is
impoflible that this letter from the Em-
prefs Queen, though in fome fort the
pledge of the fidelity of Szekely, can ferve
as an excufe to the Piince of Eiterhazy,
whofe perfonal negligence cannot be jufti-
fied. Did not his right, as chicf of the
guards, impofe it cn him as a law to exa-
mine the regimental cheft of Szekely ? And

18
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is not fuch an infraction of the duties of
his place moft reprehenfible ?

Still lefs can be offered in defence of the
fault committed by the Hungaro-Tranfyl-
vanian chancery ; fince, according to its
inftructions, it was in like manner bound
to infpect the adminiftration of Szekely.
But none of the alts of this fuperior court
ought to infpire aftonithment, fince it is
no longer diftinguithed, except by difor-
der and ill faith ; fince its refponfibility is
no longer any thing but a word; and
fince its ideas of exa& calculation, and of
receipt and expence are exactly as juft as
thofe of Brambille (¢) are on phyfic.

Judges, ye have condemned Szekely—
Be it fo—A& worthy of your office. Pu-

(¢) This Brambille is firft furgeon to the Emperor,
by whom he 'has been ennobled, and who has made
him infpeGor of the medical and chirurgical academies.’
He is faid to be an ignorant quack, and a violent fatire
has lately been written againft him, which if report
fpeak truth is very pleafant. This fatire has been
licenfed and publicly fold at Vienna, which is another
fingular fa&t, and tends to prove that pafquinades will
be much rather {uffered, in Auftria, than inftru&ive
and free works.

U4 nifh
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nifh his fuperintendants alfo, who have by
a nonperformance of their duty placed him
on the brink of that abyfs into which you
headlong plunged him, without humanity,
and void of fhame.

The Kings of Europe have all referved
to themfelves the moft benevolent of pre-
rogatives ; that of pardoning the guilty,
or of foftening the pains the fentence in-
fli¢ts by which they are condemned. Jo-
feph alone perfifts in other principles, more
conformable to the feelings of his heart.
He aggravates the punifhment of the
wretched. Alas! this no doubt is but
to enjoy the extatic pleafure of terrifying
his people, by the exercife of the moft un-
limited defpotifm. Unfortunate Szekely !
Ill-ftarred man! I pity thee. Thou falleft
a vitim to the fplenctic temper of the
Monarch! Perhaps, at the very inftant
when he pronounced thy doom, a trouble-
fome fly ftung his brow, and thy difhonour
was his vengeance. Deplorable facrifice
of a tyrannical and barbarous heart, yes,
I pity thee ! Men of worth, men of juf-
tice, what muft the Monarch. be who can

add
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add to the rigor of the Judge *—A tyrant!
—Wohat can the Monarch be who tram-
ples under foot the rights of humanity ?¥—
A tyrant! |l —What can the Monarch be
who can make the laws and the juftice of
his kingdom his fport?—A tyrant!!!—
What can the Monarch be who in crimi-
nal decifions thall act only according to his
caprice !—A Jofeph!! !

A Jofeph! —Oh God! Great God!
What then is man? A poor and feeble
creature, whom an imperious oppreflor
may at any moment reduce to duft; or
.may rend his heart, extort his laft figh, .
by the feven thoufand raging torments,
which the Hydra with feven thoufand
heads in fport inflicts.

Dreadful image! Ignominious to hu-
manity, yet wofully true, wofully exact,
wofully confirmed by experience '—Does
not a Sovereign who increafes the rigor of
fentences openly proclaim— Ye Judges,
¢« whom I have appointed to judge ac-
¢ cording to law and equity, ye are preva-
“ ricators ; ye have betrayed your truft,
« falfified your confciences, and have en-

¢ deavoured
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<« deavoured to practife deceit upon me ?”
—Such magiftrates therefore ought not to
be continued in officeé ; for, to fuffer them
ftill to be Judges is to approve their con-
dudt, and confirm their judgment. But,
deftructive as the thunderbolt, the Mo-
narch, addrefling them, exclaims—*¢ Your
¢ fentence is too mild! It 1s my will
“¢ arbitrarily to increafe punifhment, that
“ I may prove myfclf the mafter of life
< and death !"—What language, Oh God!
from the mouth of a King whom thou
haft appointed to be our protector, and
not our tyrant !

Szekely would never have been con-
demned, had he not been intimately con-
nected with the Freemafons. When the
Emperor pronounced fentence againt this
unfortunate man, he forgot himfelf fo far
as to fay,—‘ I will let thofe gentry (the
‘¢ Freemalfons) underftand there is no effi-
‘ cacy in their protection.”

Where then is the equity of a Monarch
who thus proftitutes the power he is in
pofieffion of, to the deftrution of one of
the mambers of a focicty which he detefts ?

Who

2
i



[ 299 ]

‘Who would not fmile contemptuoufly at
the poor malice of a peafant who fhould
go in fearch of his neighbour, after twi-
light, that he might unfeen give him a
fillip on the nofe, run away, and divert
himfelf with having played him fo cun-
ning a trick.—Oh Juftice! Juftice! Shalt
thou forever have eyes that thou may't
not fee ?

Yes, debafed, corrupted was the mouth
which increafed the rigor of the fentence
of Szekely, who previoufly had been
deftined to languifh eight years in prifon.
—Jofeph has diminifhed the term of his
detention. And are thefe then thy fa-
vours, fceptred executioner? Yes, this
favour granted to a man of quality, who
was for three fucceflive days expofed in the
pillory, refembles that which a criminal,
condemned to the gallows, fhould receive
from thee, whom thou fhouldft permit to
be racked upon the wheel, becaufe he was
too feeble to mount the ladder.

Couldft thou have furvived the fhame
of fuch a crime, had not thy people them-
felves applauded thy fury ? The curiofity,

with
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with which all Vienna enjoyed the fpec-
tacle the wretched Szekely afforded, proves
that the manners of thy fubjets already
partake of thy own barbarity. But let
them tremble, flaves as they are, bowed
beneath the yoke! A new Nero promifes
new crimes, new horrors !

LET=
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LETTER XXXVII

Brunfwick, Ocober 18th, 1786.

I FEAR there are fome waverings in the
mind of the King, relative to Holland;
for the Duke, after the arrival of his cou-
rier, and receiving information of the dan-
ger of Count Finckenftein, again {poke to
me on the fubject, with a degree of in-
quietude which was far from diffembled.
The following were his proper words.—
¢« Holland will certainly occafion a war,
« efpecially fhould the death of the Elec-
< tor of Bavaria intervene; do you act
“ therefore as mediators to {mother the
« rifing flames.—Come, come, the Stadt-
¢ holder muft have a council, without
< which he can perform nothing; and
< how fhall this council be felected ?”

I replied to the Duke, that I was not
{ufficiently acquainted with thofe affairs to
give any opinion on the fubje&, but that

I was
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I was going to make him a propofition
which he muft only regard as ideal, and
coming from myfelf, although it might
by no means be impracticable.—

«« Now that I know how far I can de-
<« pend upon your prudence and your prin-
¢ ples,” continued I, * I am certain that
¢ you will fee the affairs and the conduét
« of the Stadtholder in their true light;
« that you will not imagine friendfhip in
«< politics can have any other bafis than
« intereft ; or that we ought to renounce
«¢ our alliance with Holland, in order that
“¢ the Princefs of Orange may nightly en-
¢ joy more agreeable dreams; that you
¢ cannot but comprehend how much it is
« impoflible for us to place any confidence
¢ in Count Hertzberg, who, relative to us,
¢« is frenetic, and how much our diftruft
“ may be increafed, fhould our fole coun-
“ terpoife to this violent minifter difap-
¢ pear, by the death of Count Fincken-
« ftein. I fhall therefore, thus far, wil-
‘“ hingly ftep forward to fay that, it ap-
‘¢ pears to me very probable, France will

“ be inclined to treat on this affair with
(13 you



[ 303 ]

“ you fingly, Thould the King of Pruflia
¢ confent that you fhould be folely trufted
« with the bufinefs on his behalf; and,
¢ as I may fay, fhould you be made arbi-
« trator. I feel how important it is, to
¢ you, to us, and to all, that you fhould
¢ not endanger yourfelf in the opinion of
“ his Majefty. ‘There are already but too
 many caufes cf diftance exifting between
“ you, and the country is entirely loft if
«¢ the neceflities of the times do not oblige
 you to take the helm. But, fhould you
“ find the crifis fo alarming as to dread
« decifive events thould be the confequence,
‘1t appears to me that then it will no
« Jonger be proper to keep beating againft
“ the wind. For, if the King of Pruffia
“ be fated to commit irreparable faults, it
‘¢ would be as well for all parties that he
“ fhould begin to-morrow, in order that
“ we might the fooner augur what his
¢ reign fhall be, and chufe our fides in
¢ confequence. It 1s for you therefore to
¢ know in what degree of favour you are
« with the King. He cannot love you;
¢« for never yet did the weak man love the

« ftrong.
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« ftrong. He cannot defire you fhould be
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his minifter ; for never yet did a vain
and dark man defire to pofiefs one who
was himfelf illuftrious and luminous.
But it is neither his frindfhip nor his
inclination that are neceflary to you; it
is power. You ought to acquire that
afcendancy over him which a grand cha-
racter, and a vaft genius, may ever ac-
quire over a confined underftanding,
and an unftable mind. If you have
enough of this alcendency to infpire him
with fears for his fiuation ; to convince
him that he is already betrayed to dan-
ger ; that the fending of Goertz, in your
defpite (or rather without your know-
ledge, for you were not then at Berlin) is
a blunder of magnitude, which has been
committed without poflefling the leaft
pledge of docility on the part of the
Stadtholder; that the inconfiderate let-
ters of Hertzberg form another equal
blunder ; that this minifter purfues his
perfonal interefls, and thofe only, at the
hazard of depriving his mafter of per-

¢ fonal refpei, even from the commence-

¢ ment



[ 305 ]

‘¢ ment of his reign ; fince it is very evis
«¢ dent that, if he perfift in his thought-
¢¢ Jefs interference (be fuppofitions as fa-
¢¢ yourable, nay.almoft as romantic, as
¢ you pleafe) he will only have played the
“¢ cards of the Englifh, although they have
«¢.{poilt their own game—if you can make
““ him fenfible of all this, you will eafily
¢ be able to perfuade him that he will but
¢ be too fortunate in accepting your me-
¢ diation. And, although mediation is
“ not exaCtly the phrafe which may be
*¢ employed, becaufe that it does not ex-
«¢ altly fquare with the rule of proportion;
¢ fuch is the efteem in which you are held
¢ by the cabinet of Verfailles that, fhould
«¢ this negociation once be committed to
“ your care, all difficulties will vanifh
s of themfelves. Such a meafure there-
«¢ fore would have the double advantage
s¢ of accommodating the affair, which you
¢ regard as the brand of difcord, and of
¢ teaching the King to feel that he pre-
¢¢ {umes too much, if he imagines that, by
¢¢ the fole magic of the abrupt and zude/~

Vor. L. X “ can
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« can (d) French of Count Hertzberg, he
«¢ will be able to preferve the fame refpect
« for his court which a fucceflion of great
¢¢ aéts, heroical profperity; vigilant activi-
« ty, and perfeverance, even to a miracle,
« for forty-fix years, have procured it;
«¢ that he has need of a man, whofe name
¢ abroad, and whofe influence at home,
¢ thould attraét confidence, and ferve as
¢ the key-ftone to an arch, which, accord-
‘“ ing to its dimenfions, has but little foli-
“ dity ; or, to fpeak without a metaphor,
¢ a kingdom 1ll fituated, ill conftituted, ill
¢ governed, and which poflefles no real
‘ ftrength, except in opinion ; fince its
¢ military pofition is wretched, and its re-
¢ fources precarious. For, with refpett
“¢ to the treafury, it will vanifh, if a hand
“of iron, yet not a hand of avarice,
“ thould not guard it ; and, as to an army,
““ who can be more convinced than you
““are that years fcarcely are fufficient for
“its formation ; but that fix months of

(d) German. T,

¢ relaxed
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¢« relaxed difcipline may degrade it fo that
«¢ it fhall ho longer be cognifable ?”

This difcourfe, which fixed the atten-
tion of the Duke; and which was parti-
cularly intended to divine what he himfelf
imagined be might be able to actomplifh
and what he might become; dppeared to
produce a very gfeat effect. Inftead of be-
ginning, as he always does, by ambiguous
and dilatory phirafes, which may ferve any
purpofe he fhall pleafe, he immediately
entered ihto the fpmt of hy dlfcour{'e, and
after having felt and owned, with an effu-
fion of heart and a penctrating tone, that
I prefented him a profpe& of the greateft
honour his imagination cduld conceive,
and which he fhould prefer to the gaining
of fix viftories, he joiried with me in en-
deavouririg to find fome mears of making
the overture to the King.

“1 do not imagine,” faid he, ¢ my
¢¢ fituation will authorife the attempt with-
¢ out previous meafures. 1 am more
“¢ afraid of injuring the caufe than of in-
% juring myfelf ; but it is certainly ne-
% ceffary the project fhould be conveyed

X 2 “to
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« to him ; and, fhould he afford the leaft
¢ opportunity, I will explain every thing.
« Cannot you fpeak to Count Fincken-
¢ ftein, fhould he recover ?”

¢ No, for he ftrictly confines himfelf to
¢ his department. Neither is this any
¢ thing more than an idea of my own,
¢and of fmall diplomati® value, fince I
¢ have no credentials.’

“ You have but few opportunities of
«¢ {peaking in private to Welner ?”

¢ Very few. Befide, how can that man
< ever be devoted to you? He determines
¢ to act the principal part himfelf. Heis
¢ induftrious for his own intereft, being
¢ very fenfible that, becaufe of his obfcu-
¢ rity, he has an immenfe advantage over
¢ you. Not to mention that he is the in-
* timate friend of your brother, who does
¢ not wifh your company at Berlin.’

In fact this brother hates the Duke, by
whom he 1s defpifed, and hopes for favour
and influence under the reign of myfti-
cifm.

We had proceeded thus far in our dif-
courfe when the whole court, leaving the

opeia
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opera for fupper, and the Duke of York,
by entering without any precurfor, obliged
us to break off. He has appointed to meet
me this morning, the day of my departure,
at nine o'clock, and to him I am now

going.

The Duke, as I expe@ted, was {haken
to-day, in his refolution of having himfelf
named to: the King. I fay as I expelted,
for his brilliant imagination and ambitious
energy eafily catch fire at his firft emotions,
although he fhould betray no exterior
fymptoms except thofe of tranquility. But
the rein he has fo long put upon his
paffions, which he has eternally had under
command, and in which habit he has been
moft perfevering, reconduéts him to the
hefitation of experience, and to that fuper-
abundant circumfpecion which his great
diffidence of mankind, and his foible, I
mean his dread of lofing his reputation,
inceflantly infpire. He made a circum-
-ftantial difplay of the delicacy with which
the petty glory, or, to {peak plainly faid

X3 he,
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he, the vain glory, of the King miuft be
managed. -

Taking up the converfation at the point
where we had left it, he aflured me that,
with refpe&t to W elner, I was deceived ;
that he was one of the pcrfons in Berlm
on whom he depended and who rather
wifhed to fee him in power than any other ;
that I might eafily fpeak with him at the
houfe of Moulines {His refident, an artful
man, but too oftenfibly artful ; ready to
ferve that he may better perform his office
of fpy, but proffering his fervices with too
much fucility ; appointed to take part in
the education of the Prince of Pruffia, but
hitherto without any title; a deferter from,
Prince Henry, fince it has become pretty
evident the Prince will never be in power;
inclined to ferve France, in general, and
indeed too vifibly, for he is ftiled the privy
counfellor of Count d’Eft¥*, but in his
heart folely attached to himfelf.) that Wel-
ner goes there very often ; that he certainly
would not fpeak openly, at firft, but that
he would at length repeat whatever 1 thould
fay to the King. ' \

The
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The Duke often reiterated that he
thought it ufelefs and dangerous for him
to be named ; and in fine, although with
difficulty, and as I may fay again{t his in-
clination, he gave me the true reafon. In
a fortnight he was to be at 3eilin, or per-
haps fooner; for (take particular notice of
what follows) IT APPEARS THAT THE
HOPE AFFORDED BY Sir JaMEs HARRIS
{the Englifh ambafiador at the Hague) or
A POWERFUL AND EFFICACIOUS SUC-
couRr, sEoULD THE Kine oF Prussia
RESOLVE, WITH AN ARMED FORCE, TO
CREATE HIMSELF UMPIRE OF THE AF-
FAIRS OF HOLLAND, HAS INSPIRED THE
KING WITH A WISH TO CONFER WITH
HIs -sERVANTS. I literally repeat the
words the Duke pronounced, who fixed
his eyes upon me, but whom I defy not
only to have obferved the leaft trait of
emotion in my countenance, but ftill more
not to have been ftruck with a {mile, al-
moft imperceptible and very ironical, as
if I had known and contemned the fact ?
My only reply at the end of his fentence
was, fhrogging vp my fhoulders

X 4 ¢ There
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¢« There 1s little need I fhould remark
““to you, my Lord, that the conqueft
f¢ which Louis XIV, Turenne, Condé,
¢ Luxembourg, Louvois, and two hun-
¢ dred thoufand French, could not make
““ of Holland, will never be effefted by
“¢ Pruffia, watched by the Emperor, on
“ that fame country, now that it is fup-
¢¢ ported by France (e).”

The Duke therefore is going, or withes
to make us believe he 1s going, to Berlin;
where deliberations are to be held on the
propofitions of England.

So be it.—So much the better. Do not
be alarmed. The Duke is rather German
than Pruflian, and as good a ftatefman as
he is a great warrior. He will prove fuch
a propofition to be fo abfurd that it is pro-
bably no more than the perfonal concep-
tion of the audacious and artful Harris,
who wifhes, at any expence, to make his
fortune, and in a fit of madnefs to poniard
his nation, which is more able than fage.

() Here it muft be confefled the traveller was a

falfe pror)hct but whether it was precxﬁ]y his fault
fiill remains to be enqmred

Sull
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Still however I think my journey to
Brunfwick is a lucky accident ; for I con-
fefs, and with great pleafure, I found the
principles of the Duke to be moderate,
prudent, and, politically fpeaking, wholly
French. I depicted the affair, or rather
affairs, as a whole, under new points of
view ; and if, as I perfift in believing, or
rather as I have believed more ftrongly,
fince I have known that he depends upon
Welner for ftrengthening his party, his
meafures have long been taken (For Wel-
ner has been a canon at Halberftadt, where
the regiment of the Duke remains.) if 'I
fay the neceflity of accident fhould oblige
him to take the helm, I fhall have acquired
the greateft advantages to treat with and
make him a party in our defigns.

He has defired I would give Count
d'Eft#*¥ the very good advice, thould Count
Finckenftein die, or even fhould he not,
to demand to treat on the affairs of Hol-
land, and on all that relates to them, im-
mediately with his Majefty. This is the
moft certain means of battering Hertz-
berg in breach, who certainly has been

contro-
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controverted with great firmnefs in thefe
affairs by the King, and to obtain that
which we fhall feem only to expett from
the judgment and perfonal will of the Mo-
narch. It is a proceeding which 1s fuc-
cefsful with all Kings, even with the
greateft. Vanfwieten obtained from Fre-
derick II. himfelf the moft important con-
ceflions, by ating thus ; and this is cer-
tainly a much more fafe, as it is a more
noble mode, than ail the deceitful efforts
which flattery can employ with Prince
Henry, whofe glaring protection is more
injurious to the French embafly than it
ever can be productive of good, under the
moft favourable of future contingencies.
For I am not very unapt to believe, as the
Duke affirms without difguife, that this
partition Prince ( f) were he mafter of
affairs, would be the moft dangerous of

(f) Ce Prince partageur » alluding, no doubt, to the
difmemberment of Poland, in which he was as laudably
a&iye as the juft, the philofophic, the GREAT King,
his brother, and from motives equally pure, as will be
feen from the anecdote of the flatue, related in the
fecond volu_mc;. T ‘ T.

the.
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the enemies of Germanic freedom. I
muft conclude for I have not time to cy-
pher: the remainder of this ineftimable
converfation will be fent you hereafter.
Inform me, with all poflible expedition,
how I ought to a& under the prefent cir-
cumftances, and be perfuaded that, if you
can find any means whatever of giving me
fecret official credit with the King, or even
with the Duke, you will act very wifely.

Additional Note.

If you do not imagine I am totally
doting, mark me. I conjure you to read,
and ‘caufe this to be read, with the utmoft
attention ; -and not to fuffer me to wait a
fingle moment for an anfwer ; even though
it fhould be abfolutely neccﬁ'a‘ry, for this
’purpofe, to borrow fome few hours from
the levity of the country, or to be con-
ﬁf’cent for a whole day together.

L ET-
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LETTER XXXVIII

Berlin, October 21f1, 1786:

I ARRIVED at half pat five in the
morning. The King was to exercife his
cavalry at fix. I immediately mounted
my horfe, that I might difcover the ftate
of his health, obferve what afpe& he wore,
and if poffible to find fome perfon to whom
I might addrefs myfelf. His health is
good, his .brow cloudy ; the troops were
obliged to wait a confiderable time, and
after two charges he very abruptly and
very ridiculoufly retired.—Nothing fuffi-
ciently new or important has come to my
knowledge, to prevent my employing the
few remaining moments, before the de-
parture of the courier, and which are
greatly abridged by your eight pages of
cyphers, in refuming the confequences
which I have drawn from the very in-
terefting converfation, an account of which

I gave
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I gave you in my laft difpatch.” It is im-
poffible I thould fend you a compleat and
circumftantial narrative of *all that paffed,
becaufe that the Duke, an hour after I had
left him, having f{ent me his minifter for
foreign affairs (M. von Ardenfberg von
Reventlau) I have too much to add.

Four particulars appeared to me evi-
dent.

I. 'That, during the confidential confe-
rence with the Duke, a great complication
of fenfation, emotion, and defign was min-
gled. He wifthes we fhould aid him in
becoming- prime minifter of Pruffia; but
that we fhould act with caution. He is
not convinced that we defire to fee him in
that poft (I did-every thing in my power
to perfuade him of it) yet, perfectly fatis-
fied that any interference in the affairs of
Holland would be a ftupid érror, he is
anxious that Pruffia thould aét with pro-
priety ; and that, in this affair at leaft,
we fhould acquire influence. He there-
fore, while he informed me, endeavoured
to difcover if I already had any information,
and whether we were determined in the

9 purfuit |
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purfuit of our projeds. To the fame pur~
port were the after commentaries of Ar-
denberg, his deceptive confideiices, and
Gazette fecrets 3 the recall not only of M:
de Coetloury (g) but alfo of M. de Veirac;
our defertion of the patriotic party, &c:
&c.—to all which particulars I replied with
a {mile.

II. That the great inquictude of the
Duke arifes from not knowing whether
we are or are not Auftrians; or whether
we are merely fo undecided on the fubject
as that the errors, or the cold diftance, of
the cabinet of Berlin will be fufficient to
induce us, at the hazard of all that ean
happen, to fecond the Emperor in his de-
{igns againft Germany. In my opinion;
were the Duke freed from his apprehen-
fions on this very capital article, he would
be French; for he is ftrongly German,

{g) 1 dare not pofitively affirm; but I am almoft
certain this name ought to be fpeit Couette-Toury
and that the perfon rieant is the fame who is mention=
ed in the fecond volume (during the conference be-
tween the author and Baron Reede) as the confidential
friend of M. de Calonne; T. ‘

(s
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and the Englith can only fet Germany in
flames; we alone have the power of main-
taining it in peace. Should his connexions
with England appear to be ftrengthened,
it is but, as I think, becaufe he diftrufts
the deftiny of Pruflia; for he well knows
that his Englith calculations are rather
fpecious than folid, and that the Pruffian,
though perhaps fomewhat more fubaltern,
are much lefs hazardous.

ITII. He and his minifter have fo often
demanded, and redemanded, on what bafis
‘1 imagined the pacification of Holland
might be eftablifhed that I have fuppofed
the Duke probably thinks, thould we ex-
clude the Prince of Pruffia from the Naffau
alliance, there might be a neceflity of
chufing his daughter, the Princefs Caro-
line of Brunfwick, as a confort for the
Pruffian heir. The fuppofition 1s found-
ed on circumftances fo fugitive that it is
impofiible to give them written evidence,
or perhaps probable; efpecially becaufe
that, not having received any inftruétions
on fuch a fubje&, I have not dared to make
any advances. I therefore only give it for

what
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what it 18 worth. The being buf little
informed of the affairs of Holland has; in
every refpe, been highly injurious to me;
on this occafion. Might I have f{poken
more freely, I might even have drawn the
well dry.  The only pofitive propofal
which he made on the fubjet was a kind
of coalition-council of regency, without
which the Stadtholder could effect nothing,
and in which fhould be included .Giflaer,
Vanberckel, &c. &c. &c. &c. ; but among
whom alfo muft be feated M. Van Lyn-
den; the governor of the children of the
Stadtholder, &c. &c. To my eternal ob-
je&ion —¢ How will you fupport thofe
¢« meafures which fhall be taken under the
¢ pledge of your aid ?”—he continually
replied—¢ Should the Stadtholder cotnter-
¢ a& thefe arrangements, we will abandon
¢ him.'—¢ But how far?” I replied, * And,
¢ if but amically, how will he be injured,
“ fhould he be thus abandoned ?"——In a
word, I continued, with a kind of myfte-
rious obftinacy, to maintain that the Stadt-
holder would never be brought to reafon,

unlels 1t fhould be declared to him that the
Kmg:
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King of Pruffia would forfake his party ;
though his confort might be fecretly in-
formed fuch was not the real intent.

IV. It appeared to me that the Duke
was ruminating on fome grand -project for
the xeconﬁxu&lon of the Germanic edi-
+ fice; for this able Prince perceives thé
antique ruinous building muft be propped,
in order to be preferved ; and even in many
parts repaired. The fole wifh which he
clearly teftified was the feparation of the.
eletorate of Hanover from the Englith
monarchy, and the fecularization of cer=
tain provinces, which might one day form
an equivalent for Saxony. He fuppofes
the firft point might be gained, and even
without any great difficulty, fhould our
politics become anglicifed ; and that the
 fecond might be accomplifhed, though con-
trary to the confederation of the Princes;
becaufe at the death of the Elettor of
Mayénce there will be an opportunity .of°
retouching the league, as well as a natural
and proper occafion of coming to 4n ex-
planation with -the ecclefiaftical’ Princes,
who, more interefted than any others in
" Vor. L Y the
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the lLiberties of Germany, are always the
firlt to tergiverfate, &c. &c. Hence weat
leaft may learn that however attached he
may appear to be to the confederation,
means may be found of inducing him to
liften to reafon concerning modifications.

The inftru&ions which are neceflary for
me at prefent, are

I. Whether we cught on this occafion
to bring him on the ftage, which would
be the real means of driving him from it :
and I certainly do not think the latter to
be our intereft ; for he is more prudent,
more able, and lefs fufceptible of prejudice
and paffion, than any other who can be
made minifter.

IT. Whether his party ought to be en-
couraged and ftrengthened, which will be
to act dire&tly contrary to the party of
Prince Henry ; for the plan of the Duke
1s exclufive ; and to eonfefs the truth, he
appears tacitly {o convinced that the Prince
can effet nothing that he has greatly for-
tified my own opinion on this fubject.

III. What 15 the degree of confidence I
ought to place in him? For it is impoffi-

ble

-
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ble to obtain the confidence of, without
placing confidence in, fuch a man; and
in my apprehenfion he had better be told
than fuffered to divine.

Count Finckenftein is recovering.

The King arrived on the eighteenth, at
eight in the morning, after havipg left
Breflaw, on the feventeenth, at {feven in
the morning. . This was incredible dili-
gence ; no perfon could keep pace with
him. He went, on the fame day, to vifit
the Queen Dowager, and thus gave occa-
fion to attribute the rapidity and danger
of the journey to Mademoifelle Vofs.  She
is faid to be pregnant; but, in the firk
place this cannot be known, and, in the
fecond, I do not believe the hafte would
have been fo great, had it been truth. Ac-
cording to report, fhe has demanded two
hundred thoufand crowns.. Should this
be fo, the circle of her career will not be
very ample.

The King made a multitude of nobles
in Silefia, as elfewhere. But, without
loading my letter, the Gazettes will tell

you enough of their names. He is to re-
Y2 main
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main a week at Potfdam, which is to be
dedicated to his military labours. Great
changes in the army are {poken of, fiich as
will be favourable to the fubalterns and
the reverfe to the captains.

‘The Dantzickers, who, according to ap-
pearances, fuppofed Kings were hobgob-
lins, - were {o enraptured to meet with one
who did not eat their children that, in the
excefs of their enthufiafm, they were wil-
ling ‘to put themfelves without reftraint
under the Pruffian government. -The ma-
giftrates eluded the folly of the populace as
well as they could, under the pretence that
Dantzick was dependent on Poland ; but
fo great and fo violent was the tumault that
Pruffian and Polith couriers were fent off.
This event will no doubt rouze the Em-
peror and Ruffia; a favourable circum-
ftance to our affairs in Holland.

Count Hertzberg, who has indulged
himfelf in very headlong a&s in Silefia,
and particolarly in his difcourfe on the day
of homage, in which he really braved the
Emperor in a very indecent manner, as if
‘it was not in his nature to accommodate

5 himfelf
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himfelf to a peaceable order of affairs;
Hertzberg, I fay, has had the influence to
retard the nomination of Alvenfleben, for
the French embafly, which had been an-
nounced by the King at fupper. How
might I have expeted to be thus deceived,
fince, when I fent you the intelligence, I
fuppofed it to be an affair fo public that I
did not even write it in cypher ?

Yy . e
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LETTER XXXIX.

0(,‘?051;’7’ 24tb: 1 7861

I suaLL begin my difpatch with an an-
ecdote, the truth of which is undoubted,
and which appears to me the moft decifive
of all I have learnt concerning the new
reign.  Recollect that, in Number XVIII,
Auguft 29, I wrote,
<« The King apparently intends to re-
¢ nounce all his old habits. This is a
<« proud undertaking.—He retires before
‘¢ ten in the evening, and rifes at four.—
< Should he perfevere, he will afford a {in-
¢ gular example of habits of thirty years
“ being vanquifhed, 'This will be an in-
< dubitable proof of a grand charaéter, and
¢ {hew how we have all been miftaken.”—
When I fpoke thus, I, like the reft 'of
the world, judged by appearances, The
truth js that at half after nine the King
difappeared, and was fuppofed to be gone ta
ICﬁ;
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reft ; whereas, in the moft retired apart-
ments of the palace, like another Sardana-
palus, he held his or gies till night was far
advanced. Hence it is eafy to underftand
why hours of bufinefs were obliged to be
inverted. Health would not allow him to
be equally adtive upon the ftage and be-
hind the fcenes. ¥oox % %k ¥
SR O N T T S
®  ® % ¥ x ¥ £ % %

Prince Henry regards himflf as kept at

a diftance as well from fyftem as from in-
clination. He is, or believes himfelf to
be, perfuaded that the innumerable follies
which will refult from his abfence, for in-
his opinion the country without his aid
is undone, will occafion recourfe to be had
to his experience and his abilities, and he
then intends to refufe that tardy f{uccour
which his genius will be implored to yield.
Even granting him the truth of all thefe
vain dreams, he does not recollect that the
expreffion of an undone country is only
true relative to a certain lapfe of time, and
that therefore, in all probability, he will be
dead before the want of his affiftance will
Y 4 be
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be perceived. He comes to refide four
months at Berlin ; there, according to him,
to fuffer martyrdori, that it may not be
fuppofed he has deferted the public caufe.
His places of afylum ate afterward to be
Rheinfberg, the Lake of Geneva, and
France; but fuch he will eafily find every
where. Confolation will not be wanting
to him, fince confolation can be found at
playing at blind man’s-buff, or hot- cockles,
with altrefles more infipid than the very
worft of our provincial companies ¢an
afford. '

The diftribution of influence continues
the fame. Hertzberg violently feizes on
the King, who probably has more efteem
for Count Finckenftein ; but whom, not
being fo eternally hunted by him, he leaves
in a fubaltern degree of credit, which from
apparent may become real, thé eafy temper
of the mafter confidered. The remaining
minifters are held to be fo many cyphers.

Welner daily increafes his jurifdiction,
and Bifhopfwerder his influence, but he
does not appear to exercife this influence
gither as a man of oftentation or a dupe.

He
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He neither afks for titles, ribbands, nor
places. At moft he will but make mi-
nifters ; he will never be one. Three
hundred thoufand livres (twelve thoufand
five hundred pounds fterling) for each of
his daughters, an excellent fief for him-
felf, with military rank (he is faid to be
a good officer) thefe are what he wifhes,
and thefe he moft probably w:// obtain.
In the mean time no perfon Aas any thing ;
neither he nor Welner nor Goertz who
lives by borrowing.

Bowlet >—The influence of a mafon-
-engineer, and no other; for of no other
3s he capable.

Goltz the Tartar ?—Artful, fly, dex-
terous; perhaps ambitious, but very
felfith and covetous. Money is his ruling
paffion, and money he will have. He
will probably have the greateft influence
over military affairs, unlefs the Duke of
Brunfwick fhould take them to himfelf.
‘The memorials relative to fortification are
tran{mitted to him.

Colonel Wartenfleben is evidently kept
at a diftance, and probably becaufe of his

family
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family connexions with Prince Henry;
who, to all his other difadvantages, adds
that of having every perfon who is about
the King for his enemy.

Subalterns ! — Their kingdom is not
come. It fhould feem that having long,
while Prince of Pruffia, been deceived by
them, the King knows and recollects this ;
although from compaffion he wifhes not
to notice it, at leaft for a time.

The mafter ?—What is he ?—I perfilt
in believing it would be rafh, at prefent,
to proncunce; though one might be firong-
ly tempted to reply King Log. No un-
derftanding, no fortitude, no confiftency,
no indaftry ; in his pleafures the Hog of
Epicurus () and the hero only of pride ;
which perbaps we fhould rather denomi-
nate confined and vulgar vanity.—Such
hitherto have the fymptoms been. And
under what circumftances, in what an
age, and at what a poft? I am obliged ta
fummon all my reafon to divine, and ta
forget it all again to hope. The thing

(b) Eptcuri de grege porcum. Hory T.

I which



[ 331 ]

which is really to be feared is left the uni-
verfal contempt he muft foon incur fhould
irritate him, and deprive him of that fpe-
cies of benevolence of which he fhews
figns. ‘That weaknef{s'is very formidable
which unites an ardent thirft after plea-
{ures, deftitute of choice or delicacy, with
the defire of keeping them fecret, in a
fituation where nothing can bg kept
fecret,

Not that T here am writing a fecond
part to Madame de Sévigné; I do not
fpeak ill of Frederick William becaufe he
overlooks me, as fthe {poke well of Louis
X1V, becaufe he had lately danced a mi-
nuet with her.

Yefterday, at the court of the Queen,
he three times addrefled himfelf to me,
which he never before did in public.—
$¢ You have:been at Magdeburg and Brunf-
€ wick.” — ¢ Yes Sire.’ — ¢ Were you
¢¢ pleafed with the manceuvres ?” — ¢ Sire,
¢ I was in admiration.— I afk to be in-
:formed of the truth, :and not to be
“ complimented.”—* In my opinion, Sire,
‘¢ there avas nothing wanting to-compleat

¢ the
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« the {plendor of this exhibition, | exceps
¢ the prefence of your Majefty.’—< Is the
< Duke in good health 1”—¢ Exceedmgly
¢ good, Sire.’—* Will he b@ here {oon ?’—
* Your Majefty, 1 imagine, is the -only
¢ perfon who knows.’—He {miled.

This is a {pecimen. You will well
imagine it was perfonally very indifferent
to me what he fhould fay to -me, before
the whole court, but it was not fo.to.the
audience; and I -note this as having ap-

eared to make a part of the arranged re-
paration to France, which reparatipn. was
as follows. (From this imagine the wit of
the court of Berlin; for I am convinced
there was a real defire of giving fatisfaction
to Count d’Eft*#.) ‘ : '

Fi.f it was determined the quen fhould
have a Lotto, and not a private party, in
order that the company at her table might
be the more numerous. :After all-the
Frirces, -Prince Henry, Prince Frede-
rick o Brunfwick; and the Prince of Hol-
ftzinbeck, had been invited, and taken
theu places, Mademoifelle Bifhopfwerder,
the maid of henour, who regulated the

party,
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pdrty, named Count d’Eft**, The Queen
then, .peiceiving Lord ‘Dalrymple,  beck-
oned him, and at the fame moment defired
him to:fit down. The ambafladors of
France and England were the only foreign
minifters that were- of the party, fo. that
Prince Reufs and Romanzow were now
excluded, as they before -had appearcd to
have been favoured. It would be difficult
to: imagine any thing more aukward, or
moare iﬁconﬁﬁent ,and this- increafes my
regret at remembering that Count d’ Eft**
thought himf¢lf pbhcred to‘tak_e offence on
the firft court,day of the Queen ; for, after
the abfurdity of yefterday, I can fee no
pofiible hop'e of reparation, which would
not be flovenly daubing. ;

I am certain however that, far from
withing to -wound, they were defirous to
heal ; and, to treat the {ubject lefs petitely,
I am perfuaded it is wrong to affirm the

«King hates the French. He hates no-
«thing ; ‘he fcarcely /wes any thing. He
qhas been told that he muft become wholly
German, in order to purfue a new and
glorious track, and be defcends to the level

of
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of his nation, inftead of defiring to ele-
vate his nation fuperior to itfelf. His
conduct is the refult of the narrownefs of
his views. If he have a cordial diflike to
any thing, it is to men of wit ; becaufe he
imagines that, in their company, it is ab-
{olutely requifite he fhould hear wit, and
be himfelf a wit. He defpairs of the one,
and therefore hates the other. He has
not yet learnt that men of wit only are the
people who can appear not to poflefs wit.
He feems to have made a determination to
‘treat all perfons in an amicable manner,
without haughtinefs or threat. The Stadt-
holder always receives two very different
accounts from Berlin, and does not fail
to believe that which flatters his ruling
‘paffion.

A mile from this place fome very fecret
‘experiments are making on the artillery,
which are confided to Major Tempglhoff.
A {mall number of fuperior officers are
admitted ; captains are excluded. The
ground is covered by tents, and guarded
by fentinels, night and day. 1 fhall en-

deavour to learn the particulars,
I forgat
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I forgot to write you word, from Bruni-
wick, that the Dutchefs informed me the
Prince of Wales was confulting the moft
able civilians in Europe, to learn whether,
by marrying a Catholic, the pofitive laws
of England, the laws of any other nation,
or the maxims of the civil laws of Europe,
would difinherit an heir, and particularly
an Heir-Apparent. ‘There appears to be
much 1mprudence in this appeal of an
Heir-Apparent from the opinions of Great
Britain to thofe of the civilians (7). '

An anecdote lefs important, but perhaps
more poignant, is that the Margrave of
Baden-baden has fent M. von Edelfheim
here, as his -complimentary envoy; the
brother of one of his minifters who is called
the Choifeul of Carlfruhe. The follow-

() The political conduct of the Prince appears to
rife with, and become equal to, political exigencies.
There are ftrong fymptoms in his late behaviour of a
fortitude that is equal to the glorious heroifm of de-
-fpifing felf, when felf and the welfare of mankind areat
warfare. ILiove, the crimes of which, if fo crimes can
'be, are venial, has yielded to a lefs feductive'but more

noble paflion, T,

ing
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ing: is the hiftory of this complimentor,

who has arrived long after all the others.
At a time when the prolific virtues of
the father of the five royal children were
held in doubt, there was a with to beftow
a lover on a lady (the afterward divorced
Queen, banifhed to Stettin) who, had they
not done fo, would have made bold to
have beftowed one on herfelf. The care
of chufing was committed to the brothers
of the Duke of Brunfwick. They defcend-
ed a little too low, and in confequence-an
eye was caft on Edelfheim, who was pub-
licly enough charged with this great work.
He was afterward fent to Paris, to execute
another commiffion (4) of which he ac-
quitted himfelf ill. I have been affured
he

‘(#) Frederick 11, dreading the tedioufnefs of the pro-
pofed congrefs at Augfburg, withed to fend a private
emiffary to found the court of France, For this pur-
pofe he chofe Edeltheim, as a perfon, according to the
King’s account, leaft liable to fufpicion. The projeét
of Frederick was to indemnify the King of Poland by
robbing the ecclefiaftical Princes of Germany. This
the pious Lewis XV. rejécted. Edelfheim returned
with his anfwer to Frederick at Freyberg, whence he

afterward
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he was thrown into the Baftille. On his
return he was difgraced, but afterward
employed,. and fent to various courts of
Germany, in 1778.—And this is the man
whom, in his high wifdom, the Margrave
{elected for his envoy to the King of Pruf-
fia. 'The Monarch himfelf, when he faw
him, could not forbear laughing.

P.S. Yefterday, at eleven in the morn-
ing, the King, hid in a grey coach, went
alone to Mon-Bijou, where he remained
an hour, whence he returned in a great

afterward departed for London, made his communica-
tions, and was once again fent back to Paris, on pre-
tence that he had left fome of his travelling trunks
there ; and the Bailli de Froilay, the ambaffador of the
Knights of Malta, being perfuaded the French were
effectually defirous of peace, was, as he had been be-
fore, the mediator., The Bailli was deceived. The
Duke de Choifeu! indecently enough threw Edelfheim
into the Baftille, in order to fearch his papers, which
however Edelfheim had taken care to fecure. The
emiffary was releafed on the morrow, but obliged to
depart the kingdom, by the way of Turin. Such is
the ftory as related by the King, in Chapter XI. of the
Seven Years War, T.

Vor. L, Z glow.
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glow.—What does this mean ? Is this the
triumph of the lady Vofs ? It is impofii-
ble at prefent to know. Neither has any
thing tranfpired concerning the letters
which M. von Calenberg has brought from
the Stadtholder.

Muller and Landfberg, private fecreta-
ries of the cabinet, demanded their dif-
miffion with confiderable chagrin; their
fervices not being apparently neceffary,
faid they, fince they were not thought
worthy of being inftructed concerning the
anfwers they had to return, and fince the
letters were fent ready compofed to the
King. They remain in their places, and
the accommodation waseffected by Bithopf-
werder. It appears that he is in league
with Welner againft Hertzberg, which he
does not take any great precautions to con-
ceal. ‘The King will not go to Potfdam
to make the military arrangements before
Friday, in order as it is fuppofed to give
the Duke time to arrive. The attempt-
ing to account for all the caprices of Kings
1s a ftrange kind of phrenzy.

LET-



[ 339 ]

LETTER XL,

October 28thy 17862

I PASSED yefterday evening with Prince
Henry. * The King had dedicated almoft
the whole afternoon of the day before to
this palace; for, after having been with
the Prince, he vifited the Princefs, where
he played, and drank tea with Mademoifelle
Vofs, among other ladies of honour. This
kind of reconciliation with the Prince
(which however is nothing more than a
fimple a& of courtefly, as is evident from
the fucceeding vifit to the Princefs, whom
the Prince regards as his moft cruel enemy)
this reconciliation (which is nearly an ac-
curate phrafe ; for the coolnefs between
them was very great) appears to be the
political work of Welner, who wifhes, in
his ftruggle againft Hertzberg, if not the
fupport, at leaft the neutrality of the
Prince ; and the hatred of this feeble mor-

Z 2 tal
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tal is fo blind in effe@ that, united with
the hopes of his ambition, of which he is
not eafy 'to be cured, it was fufficient to
induce him once more meanly to offer his
fervices to the King, confequently to caft
himfelf if poflible to a greater diftance.
Not that he himfelf places any great de-
pendance on this type of peace, which is
the more fufpicious becaufe it happened
on the eve of a fucceeding fortnight’s ab-
fence, after which it will not be difficult
to find pretences not to meet again for
fome time longer, fhould the King think
proper. But the Prince imagines his ene-
my dead, and he enjoys himfelf, and
chuckles like a child, without recollecting
that this is the very way to promote his
refurrection.

In reality Count Hertzberg appears to
have caft his own die. He had a tolerable
run of 1ll luck in Silefia : abrupt difputes,
contradithions, the chagrin of feeing the
name of the brother of his former miftrefs
ftruck.off from the lift of Counts, he ought,
even while in Pruffia, to have perceived that
his founding {peeches gave no pleafure. On

the
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the day of receiving homage, he read over
the names of the Counts, and when he
came to his own ftopped, that the King,
feated on his throne, might pronounce it
him{elf ; and the Monarch was malicious
enough to remain filent, fo that the in-
auguration of Count Hertzberg did not
take place till the day after, and in the
antichamber.

But what probably has occafioned his
downfal, if fallen he has, was his haughty
behaviour to Welner, the leaft forgetful of
men, and who, amid his ambitious pro-
jeéts, needed no fuch caufe of rancour to
occafion him to hate and injure the mi-
nifter. Hertzberg has made him wait for
hours in his antichamber, has received and
kept him ftanding, fpoken to him but a
very fhort time, and difmiffed him with
airs which are only proper to give offence.
Welner vowed his deftruétion, and he is
feconded by Bifhopf{werder.

Such, at leaft, are probabilities, accord-
ing to every acceptation of the word in-
. fluence ; and I fhould have divined them
to-day from the very politenefs of Hertz-

Z 3 berg.
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berg. He gavea grand dinner to foreigners,
among whom for once Count d' Eft** and
myfelf were invited. His attention feem-
ed all direed to us. Such proceedings
are aukward and mean. This mi.ture of
ftiffnefs and twining 1s a ftrange fingu-
larity by which half-formed characers
ruin themfelves. Machiavel rightly affirms
that—¢¢ all the evil in the world originates
¢ in not being fufficiently good, or fuffi-
< ciently wicked.” Whether my conjec-
tures are or are not true, fhill 1t 1s certain
Count Hertzberg has been very drily and
pofitively forbidden all interference, dirett
or indirett, in the affairs of Holland,
from which country Callenberg does not
appear to have brought any remarkable
intelligence. He is really come to obtain
admiffion into the Pruffian fervice, and
his letters were only recommendatory.

It 1s not the influence of Hertzberg that
prevents the recal of Thulemeyer, but that
of Count Finckenftein. The mother of
the envoy has had a lafting and tender
friendfhip for the Count; and indeed it
was her hufband who procured the Count

3 a place
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a place in the miniftry. In fad, it ap~
pears to me to be a matter of little mo-
ment, for the prefent, whether Thule-
meyer fhould or thould not be recalled.
His embalfly ended on the arrival of Goertz,
nor do I believe he fends any difpatches.
The deftiny of Launay was decided the
day before yefterday by a very fevere letter,
He is no longer allowed to act, and they
only offer him a penfion of two thoufand
crowns, to retire on, with the provifo that
he thall remain in the Pruffian ftates. It
muft be owned his eftimate (/) is a chef-
d’ccuvre of egotifm and folly, and that he
might be compleatly refuted ; although
the memorial of the commiffioners, whé
have undertaken his refutation, is a pitiable
performance.  He has proved two fads,
the one of which is curious, and the other
decifive againft his own adminiftration,
Firft that, in the {fpace of nineteen years,
he has brought into the King’s coffers a
furplus of forty-two millions fix hundred
and eighty-nine thoufand crowns of the
empire (or upward of feven millions fter-

(1) Co‘mpte rendu, T. .
Z 4 ling)
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ling) exclufive of the fixed revenne, which
annually amounted to five miihons of
crowns. What dreadful oppreflion !—
The fecond that, the colleCting of the
cuftoms is an annual expence of more than
one million four hundred thoufand crowns
(or near two hundred and fifty thoufand
pounds fterling) which, on a firfk view of
the bufinefs to be tranfatted, and of local
circumftances, might at leaft be reduced
two thirds. But not one man is at this
moment employed who appears to under-
ftand the elements of his profeffion. Itis
a fact that they have not yet been able to
make any general {tatement of debtor and
creditor, nor to clafs any fingle branch of
the revenue ; {o that there is not one ob-
ject, not even the King’s dinner, which ig
yet regulated.

This is a chaos, but it is a ehaps at reft.
Finance, military, and civil, are each alike
in a ftate of ftagnation; and fuch a ftate
in general would indeed be better than the.
rage of governing too much, in a country
with a fixed conftitution, in which indivi-
dual prudence might preponderate over

N ' public
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public folly. But men are here fo accuf~
tomed to fee their King active, or rather
exclufively active ; they are fo little in the
habit of doing what he leaves undone;
though, having once iffued his orders, they
very well underftand the art of deceiving
him ; they even think fo little of laying
any propofals before him, that the ftagna-
tion is a real clog on the machine. But
how injurious may this clog become in a
kingdom which refts on fo brittle a bafis,
though inhabited indeed by a people fo
tardy, f{o heavy, fo unimpaffioned, that it
is {carcely poflible a fudden fhock fhould
happen ? The veflel however muft con-
tinue to fink, more or lefs fenfibly, if fome
pilot does not come on board, although fhe
will not fuddenly founder.

Wait we muft: it would be an act of
temerity to attempt to look into this dark-
nefs vifible. T repeat we muft wait before
we can know whether the King will, or
will not, have the courage to take a prime
minifter.  Such an appointment would be
equal to a revolution ; and, well or 1ll,

would change the whole face of affairs.
The
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‘The Duke of Brunfwick is the perfon
who ought to be narrowly watched, if we
wifh to foretel the fate of this government,
although he fhould not be the perfon ap-
pointed, and fhould there be any appear-
ance of a thipwreck. ‘This Prince is only
fifty, and is indifputably ambitious. Should
he ever refolve on hazardous and daring
defigns, and fhould he no longer depend
on Prufha, he would fhake all the German
combinations as the north wind fhakes the
reed. His manners and his prudence are
incompatible with the Englifh party. Nei-
ther can England act on the continent ex-
cept accidentally, But I can imagine cir-
cumftances under which I think him capa-
ble of going over to the Emperor, who
would receive him with open arms. And
what might not the Duke of Brunfwick
perform at the head of the Auftrian army ?
How great would be the danger of Ger-
many ! How vaft a profpect for him whofe
pafficns might be unbridled, fhould he be
obliged to a& a defperate part; for he al-
moft hates his fons, unlefs it be his
youngeft, who promifes not to be fo ftupid
as
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The beft manner of fecuring him has been
mifled, which would have been to have
placed him unconditionally at the head of
the Germanic confederation. Should he
defert it, I greatly fear he will be its
deftroyer.

Baron H*#* 15 arrived, and has not
been received by the King equal to his
expeftations. A certain mufical demo-
niac, named Baron Bagge, 1s allo at Ber-
lin (m). I imagine they are all in too

(m) This Baron is a very pleafant gentleman, at
leaft to the mufical world. He performs on the violin,
but fo vilely, and with fuch ridiculous vanity, that there
is not a great city in Europe in which he is not mi-
micked by the muficians ; who however take good
care to flatter him, and to ferve whom he devotes his
time and his income. His ufual refidence is at Paris,
where he keeps open houfe for all who can hold a fid-
dle, and does not fcruple, there and elfewhere, to invite
the men who have gained moft reputation in the prac-
tice of their art to take leflons of him, and acquire

abfolute perfection. T,
much
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much hafte. 'The King is in the high
fervor of the German fyftem, and anxious
to have it known that the fhip is to be
differently trimmed. Since his acceflion,
the banker of La Valmour has received
orders to fend in his aceount, that it
may be difcharged, and to ftop all future
payments to that girl, who had formerly
fo much power over him. It is faid he is
to return from Potfdam, on the third, and
1 mmagine it will be found that he only
goes there to the chace. The Prince of
Deflau is to arrive there to-morrow even-
ing, and I have no doubt there is to be a
calling of the faithful ().

(n) Evecation & ames. T.

" L E T~
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LETTER XLIL -

October 30th, 1786.

AT the requeft of Struenfee I have fent
him the following information. Firft on
the poffibility of public loans to France,
and fecondly on the treaty of commerce,
and on the manner of placing money in
the French funds.

"There are two fpecies of public funds
in France ; thofe the intereft of which is
fixed and certain, and which does not vary
with circumftances ; and thofe which pro-
duce dividends, or a participation of gain,
fubjeét to viciffitudes and to rife or fall.

The public and favoured companies
principally appertain to this laft clafs.
Such as the Caifle d’efcompte, the Paris
water-works, and French-Eaft India com-
pany; the prices of ftock in which have
fucceflively, or all together, been agitated
by every phrenzy of ftock-jobbing. All

true,
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true eftimate of their real value and their
effeCtive gains has been as it were loft, that
men might yield to the rage of gambling
in funds which never could be reduced to
any exact evaluation. Thefe jobbers have
been lefs occupied by endeavours to reduce
the price of thares to their true value than
artfully to affect their price, by difputes
and pretended reafonings on the impofiibi-
lity of delivering all the fhares that had
been fold. Monopoly has fucceeded to
monopoly, affociation to affociation ; fome
to raife, others to lower, the price; to
effe¢t which every imaginary fpecies of
deceit, cabal, and cunning, has been prac-
tifed ; and, though this gambling mania
has not continued more than two years,
many people have already been ruined ;
and many others difhonoured, by taking
fhelter under the laws to elude their en-
gagements.

The other {pecies of public funds, and
the only one perhaps which merits the
name, confifts in contracts, and royal efs
fects, properly fo called. The contracts

yicld an intereft of from five and a half to
fix
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fix per cent, at the utmoft., One only
fund, the ftock of which 1s paid at fight,
is more productive. This is the loan of
one hundred and twenty-five millions.
Shares are only fold, at prefent, at an ad-
vance of two per cent, although there are
nine months intereft due, and that the
real intereft amounts to nearly feven per
cent. ‘The ftock cannot remain long at
this price; and, whether the purchafers
with to be permanent ftock-holders or only
to {peculate for fome months, this loan
merits a preference to any other. Its ad-
vantages annually increafe, fince while re-
ceiving a uniform intereft of five per cent,
a part of the capital is to be periodically
repaid. In January 1787 and 1788, thefe
reimburfements are to be made at the rate
of fifteen per cent, on the capital advanced.
They are afterward to proceed to pay off
twenty per cent, and at intervals of three
years to twenty-five, thirty, thirty-five,
forty, forty-five, fifty per cent; till, in
the laft year, the whole will be repaid, in-
- dependent of the intereft of five per cent.
to and including the years of reimburfe-

ment,
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ment, the laft year of payment only ex-
cepted. ‘The ftock-holders may either have
bills payable at fight, according to the ori-
ginal plan, or if they pleafe may receive
contratts in their ftead; without any
change taking place i the order of reim-
burfement.

Thofe who buy in with a defign of re-
maining ftock-holders muft prefer con-
tracts, becaufe thefe are neither liable to
be ftolen, burnt, nor deftroyed. Thofe
who purchafe ftock on fpeculation, in-
tending to fell out, fhould rather receive
bills, becaufe the transfer would then be
fubje& to none of the delays of office.

We ought to regard the public loans of
France as at an end, all the debts of the
war being paid; fo that, if any loans
henceforth fhould take place, they can
probably be only for fmall fums (o) to pay
off the annual reimburfements, with which
the finances will, for five or fix years to
come, be burthened. But thefe loans can

(¢) The world at that time was ignorant of, nor
could it divine, the fublime invention of gradual and
fucceflive loans,

only
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only offer trifling advantages to the monied
men. The rate of intereft muft havea
natural tendency to fall, becaufe of the
general profperity of the kingdom, and
confequently the loan of one hundred and
twenty-five millions prefents the probabi-
lity of rifing in price; which rife is each
day liable to take place, and which varia-
tion cannot be profited by, unlefs ftock is
immediately purchafed. This probability
might even be called a certainty, when on
the one part we recollett the nature of the
loan, which is the moft wife, folid, and
advantageous, to.the monied men, and in
every refpect the beft that has ever been
imagined ; and on the other the concur-
rence of circumftances, which all uniting
lead us to prefume that the credit of
France, and the public confidence in its
royal effects, muft daily increafe.

O~ THE ComMmERCIAL TREATY.

It appears that the treaty of cemmerce
is highly acceptable to both parties. The
Englith perceive in it a vaft markert for

Vor. 1, : A a their
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their woollen cloths, wrought cottons, and
hardware ; we depend on the great expor-
tation of our wines, linens, and cambricks ;
and probably both nations are right, but
under certain modifications, the value of
which can only be taught by time.

The treaty, in general, feems to have
held a principle as facred which has too
often been mifunderftood ; which is, that
moderate duties are the fole means of pre-
ferving the revenue, and preventing illicit
trade. Thus the Enghfh merchandize is
rated at from ten to twelve per cent,
Should the advantage for fome years.ap-
pear to be wholly on the fide of the Eng-
lifh, ftill it is evident the French trade
will gain ground, fince nothing can pre-
vent our manufactures gradually imitating
the produés of Englith induftry ; where-
as, nature having refufed foil and climate
to England, our wines cannot be made
there, and in this refpet the Englith muft
always depend on us.

True it is that the wines of Portugal
will continue to be drunken in England
n great quantitics, byt the rifing genera-

tion
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tion will prefer the wines of France. Of
this Ireland affords a proof, in which ten
times the quantities of French wines are
drunken to the wines of Portugal. The
French wines henceforth are only to pay
duties equivalent to thofe which the wines
of Portugal at prefent pay in England;
‘that is to fay forty pounds fterling per
ton, or about one fhilling per bottle. Our
wines of Medoc may there be fold cheap,
and will be preferred to the wines of Por-
tugal. ‘The Englifh, it is true, are allow-
ed to lower the prefent duties on the wines
of Portugal, but they will fear to diminifh
them too fenfibly, left they fhould injure
the revenue arifing from their beer, which
1s the moft effential of their excife duties,
and annually produces more than one
million, eight hundred thoufand pounds
fterling. '

The treaty, in fa&, will inconteftably be
advantageous to both countries. It will
procure an increafe of enjoyment to the
people, and of revenue to their refpective
Monarchs. Its tendency is to render the
Englith and French more friendly, and in

Aaz general
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general it is founded on thofe liberal prin-
ciples which are worthy two fuch great
nations, and ‘of which France ought to be
the firt to give an example, fince, of: all
countries on earth, it would, from its na-
tural advantages, be the greateft gainer,
fhould fuch principles be univerfally efta<
blithed in the commercial world.

LET-
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LETTER XLIL

October 318, 17864

* * * * * * % * *
* * * * * * * * *

They have alfo affirmed (that is Prince
Ferdinand has) that it was I who refuted
the eftimate (p) of Launay. From that
moment I have daily left my card at the
houfe of Launay, and have declared that
to torment people feemed to me to be a
thing fo unneceffary that, exclufive of the
cowardice of wantonly ftriking a man un-
under misfortunes, none but a fool could
have invented fo filly and malicious a
tale.

On the reply to the refutation of his
eftimate, Launay received fo fevere a letter
that he immediately demanded permiflionto
retire. The King anfwered this fhould be

(p) Compte rendu. T,
Aag granted
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granted him, when the commiffion fhould
have no more need of his affiftance.

It is loudly rumoured here, after hav-
ing been long whifpered, that a treaty is
concerting between Ruffia, Auftria, and
Pruffia; the pretext for which is the paci-
fication of Holland. I own that at pre-
fent I do not fee the lealt probability of
truth in the report. Neither the King,
nor any of his minifters, appear to me to
have an underftanding fufficiently enlarged
for fuch a proje@. Not but we moft
affuredly ought to pay very ferious atten-
tion to the rumour.

As I was finithing my phrafe, I received
information that Doctor Roggerfon, the
favourite phyfician of the Czarina, the
fame whom fhe fent to Vienna, and of
whom I fpoke to you in my former dif-
patches, is juft arrived. Now or never is
the time for an eye war ; but this kind of
tilting can be performed only by ambafia-
dors ; they alone poflefs the means, were
we to exclude every other except the all-
puiflance of fupper parties, which are the
very fieves of fecrets.

Roggerfon

i3]
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Roggerfon returns from England by way
of Amfterdam, and Berlin was entirely in
his road.  Still, I repeat, we ought watch-
fully to obferve Vienna and Peterfburg;
convinced as I am at prefent that the Em-
peror is only fpreading nets for this coun-
try. I muft further add that I imagine I
very clearly perceive the gallomania of
Prince Henry is on the decline. But this
to him will be of no advantage, for it is
to oppofe the Prince that they are Anti-
gallican here. It is not to oppofe the
French that he is oppofed. Prince Henry
is turbulent, falfe, and perfidious. He
formerly was fuccefsful at Peterfburg. He
may flatter himfelf that, fhould there be
any need of that courr, he may be em-
ployed ; and never will there be a better
refemblance of the morality of the late
Eroftratus (g).

The Duke of Brunfwick arrived on Sa-
turday at Potfdam. This is a kind of

{(¢) Meaning the late King, who fired not only tem-
ples but would have willingly extended the conflagra-
tion to the univeife, could he have thrown on the oil
without being fcorched by the guft of the flames. T

fecret
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fecret at Berlin., Nothing had been done
on Sunday, except liftening to mufic, and
looking at reviews ; but two couriers were
certainly fent off, from the Sunday to the.
Tuefday. I know nothing more. I am
in want of pecuniary and other aid. 'The
domeftic diforder is a thing fo inconve-
nient, fome of the favourites are fo in-
terefted to put an end to it, or.to certain
parts of it, fince they have not a fixpence,
and it 1s carried to fuch excefs in the pa-
lace, that I cannot kelp fuppofing there is
fome grand object which employs the whole
attention of the King, and the few mo-
ments he can prevail on himfelf to dedi-
cate to bufinefs.

There has been a quarrel in the houfe-
hold, in which the mafter has committed
fome violence on himfelf. One of his fa-
vourite ufhers, Rumpel, a man naturally
very infolent, in {o much that at a review
he once ftruck a gentleman without any
ferious notice being taken of the affair, has
had a very paflionate brawl with Linde-
nau, the new firft vther, who is-a Saxon,
and the fiiend of Bithopfwerder, who pro-

cured
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cured him the place. Lindenau put the
infolent favourite under arreft, and gave
an account of his proceeding to the King.
The Monarch ftarted with aftonifhment;
but, after a momentary filence, he not only
approved of the a& of Lindenau, but con-
firmed the arreft in a very cool mannter,
and for an indefinite term. By this he has
given fome energy to the head fervants,
and fomewhat tempered the infolence of
the fubalterns.

Difcord on the other hand reigns among
the favourites. Goltz and Bifhopfwerder
had a very ferious difpute in Silefia. The
King having made fome new appoint-
ments, in favour of I know not whom,
Goltz kept {o cool a filence that the King
infifted on knowing the reafon of this tacit
difapprobation. Goltz replied,—* Your
¢« Majefty is overflowing the land with
¢¢ Saxons, as if you had not a fubject of
¢ your own.”—Bifhopfwerder came in, 2
few moments afterward, and propofed ano-
ther Saxon, on which the King very
abruptly exclaimed— Zounds you never
¢« propofe any body but Saxon's.”a—ProSaa

Y
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bly, in the explanation which fucceeded
this pettifhnefs, the King told what Goltz
had faid. Certain it is that Bifhop{werder
and Goltz have been very warm. The
wall is white-wafhed over, but we may
with good reafon conclude that Goltz, the
Tartar, and Bifhopfwerder, the debonnaire,
neither do nor ever will cordially efteem
each other. It was the latter who brought
the infignificant Duke of Holfteinbeck hi-
ther, and who 1s endeavouring to advance
him to the command of the guards, that he
may deprive the former favourite Warten-
fleben of the place.

To defcend a ftep lower, it appears that
Chauvier is regaining credit. He 1ma-
gined, at the beginning of the reign, that
the furlinefs of the fecretary would pro-
mote his intereft. It did the reverfe. Ap-
parently he has altered his rout, andis in
the pandar department, fubmits to fubal-
tern complaifance, and even to act the {py,
in which he finds his account.

The King returns on Wednefday, as it
is faid, to depart again on Thurfday, I

cannot underftand what this means, un-
lefs
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lefs it thould be to keep Prince Henry at a
diftance, without openly quarrelling. The
Prince will remain ignorant of affairs by
not knowing where to find the King. The
minifter Blumenthal has rather refolutely
demanded his difmiffion, complaining that
his Majefty, having bedizened fome of his
fervants, who were not of fo long a ftand-
ing as himfelf, with ribbands, had not
beftowed on him that mark of honour.
His retreat, which is not granted, is a
matter of little moment; though it is
affirmed the King could not be better
pleafed, for he would then have a place
to beftow. I have heard, and from a
good quarter, that this place, or rather a
place of principal truft, will very foon be
given to a remarkable man, to the dif-
fatisfaction of every body. I can neither
divine who this man is nor believe the
King has the fortitude to diffatisfy every
body. The credit of Hertzberg, if not
ruined, is {till on the decline. It is cer-
tain that he has not dined with the King
fince the return from Silefia,
Welner is at Pot{dam.

2

Do
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Do not fuffer your ambaffador to per-

fuade you that there is nothing to appre-
hend from Auftria: I am convinced the
King is undetermined, that the Emperor
1s founding him, and that there is fome-
thing in agitation with which we are un-
acquainted. For my own part, nothing
would appear lefs extraordinary to me, I
own I am furprized at all the intelligence
I obtain, however little that all may be.
But nothing can here be kept fecret from
a French ambaflador, who is neither in
want of money nor induftry.
. I have juft been told that General Rodig
has fent a challenge to Count Goertz. I
have not learnt what was the caufe of
quarrel, and the truth of the news fcarce-
ly appears to be probable; yet it comes
from a perfon who fthould know, though-
he is a young man.

END OF VOL. I.























Title
181804107-2.pdf

Creator


Type


Publisher


Date


Language


Description


Subject












THE
SECRET HISTORY

OF THE

COURT or BERLIN;

o R,

THE CHARACTER OF THE PRESENT KING OF
PRUSSIA, HIS MINISTERS, MISTRESSES, GENE-
RALS, COURTIERS, FAVOURITES, AND
THE ROYAL FAMILY OF PRUSSIA,

;
With numerous Anecdotes of the Potentates of Europe, efpesially
of the late Frederic II. and an interefting Pifture of
the flate of Politics, particularly in Pruffia,
Ruffia, Germany, and Holland,

In a Series of Letters, tranflated from the French,

A POSTHUMOUS WORK.

TQ WHICH I3 ADDED

A MEMORIAL, prefented to the prefent King of Pruffia,
on the Day of his Acceflion to the Throne,

By COUNT MIRABEAU.

VOL I

L OND O N:
PRINTED FOR §. BLADON, PATERNOSTER-ROW,

MDC CLXXXIX.

I L s i )
Ria LT FUNEE WA R PR SR T K S






THE
SECRET HISTORY

OF THE

COURT or BERLIN.

LETTER XLIIL

November 4thy 1786,

A NEW letter, exceflively rigorous
and tolerably incoherent, has fufpended
Launay in the exercife of all his func-
tions. Yet I {carcely can believe it is in-
tended to {fully the beginning of a reign
by ufelefs cruelty. The viétim is immo-
lated to the nation the moment the man
1s no longer in place. The remainder
would only be the explofion of gratui-
tous hatred, fince the unfortunate Lau-
nay no longer can give umbrage to any
one. Verder is placed at the head of
Vor. II, B the
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the cuftoms. We fhall fee what the new
eftablithed order will produce; or rather
wheéther they will know how to eftablith
an)’} new order. In the mean time the
difcharge of forty Frenchmen is deter-
mined on, 7z petto. But I cannot perceive
that thefe kind of Sicilian vefpers are
likely even to gain the public favour.
The theatre here is not {ufliciently vaft
to conceal from the pit what is pafling
behind the {cenes. There is {carcely any
illufion poffible, except that of actually
doing good. I fhall endeavour to fave
Launay, by caufing Prince Henry to fay,
who has at leaft preferved the privilege
of uttering all he pleafes, that hitherto
the King has really acted in this bufinefs
as the man of the nation; but that,
fhould he go farther, he will become the
man of the perfecutors of Launay; that
there are public murmurs which affirm
he has efpoufed their hatred, &c. Cer=
tain it is that the repetition of the felf-
important /, in Launay’s eftimate, has
put the King out of humour, and even
m a pafhion.

His
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His Majefty arrived yefterday, and re-
turned this morning. This feems to be
an epifode in the romance of Vofs, which
approaches the denouement, and which
1s fufpended to obtain the three following
articles—Two hundred thoufand crowns
for her portion. The King refufes—(or
will only count out a thoufand crowns
per month, fo that the payment will not
be completed in lefs than fixteen years
and eight months, which will render the
{fum a little problematic) A left-handed
marriage—(To this he confents, but the
lady finds that a very equivocal kind of
circumftance) or to marry her to a man
who fhall depart on the bridal day, as
ambaffador to Sweden—(There is no cer~
tainty of finding a man fufficiently bafe,
in that clafs which fhould rank him
among ambaffadors) Mifs avows that,
without being amorous, fhe is rendered
exceedingly {enfible by a three year’s fiege
—But what fhall become of her?—Of
her uncle?—Her family? What place
fhall fhe hold in the public opinion; in
city, and court? Such is the purport of

B 2 -the
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the negociation condu@ed by Bifhopf~
werder. I do not fuppofe him young
enough to be the King’s fubftitute; fo
that the {peculation does not appear to
be very certain.

As to the King, there is indeed {ome
little curiofity, a degree of obftinacy, and
fomewhat of vanity, but {till greater want
of a companion, with whom he may be
as much of a goflip, may loll, and drefs
as {lovenly as he pleafes. The circum-
ftance that fhackles the negociation is
that Rietz and her tribe muft evacuate
the country, and the King 1s exceedingly
-attached to her{on. Itisneceffaryhowever
to add to all this that Mademoifelle Vofs
relates herfelf all the tales repeated in
public, and even of the moft fecret cour-
tiers, which concern herfelf; and this
may render the probability of thefe con-
jectures fufpicious.

The King it 1s faid returns to Potfdam
till the 8th. He is not there {o entirely
occupied by bufinefs, or fecret pleafure,
as to exclude all company. Mr. Arnim
is one of his fociety ; a kind of unfinithed

man
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man of the world, who has acquired
many friends by the affability and amenity
of his manners and his great fortune, and
whofe underftanding, fufficiently upright
and little brilliant, being timid and waver=
ing, neither gives umbrage to the King
nor infpires him with fears. In all def-
potic countries, one grand means of good
fortune is mediocrity of talents. If it be
generally true that no pofitive affertions
ought to be made in the prefence of
princes, and that hefitation and delibe-
ration always pleafe them, I think it
peculiarly fo applied to Frederic Wil-
liam II.

It is affirmed the affignments are made
out, and that this has been the labour
of Welner alone. For this reafon all the
minifters, Schulembourg excepted (per-
haps becaufe of his conneétions with
Count Finkenftein, whom the inaugura-
tion of Mademoifelle Vofs muft render
powerful), are reftlefs and terrified. Some
of them have not yet given in the leaft
account to the King. Eftimate by this
the ftate of a country in which every

B 3 thing
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thing depends on the induftry of the
King. Be not aftonifhed that fo little
mention is made of bufinefs, for no bufi-
nefs is tranfacted: the affair of Launay
is the only one which is purfued with
a&ivity and hatred; every thing elfe
flumbers.

A perfon who comes from Ruffia af-
{ures me that the Emprefs haslong omit-
ted going any more to the fenate, and
that fhe habitually intoxicates herfelf,
every morning, with Champaigne and
Hungary wine; (this is contradictory to
every account I have hitherto received.)
That Potemkin elevatés his ambition to
the grandeft projeéts, and that it is
openly affirmed he will either be made
emperor or be beheaded, at the acceffion
of the Grand Duke. This artful and de-
cifive man, pofleffed of uncommon forti-
tude, has not a fingle friend; and yet,
the number of his creatures and creditors;
who with him would lofe their all, is fo
great in every clafs of the people, that
his party is extremely formidable. He
amafles immenfe treafures, in a country

where
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where every thing 1s venal. Accuftom-
ed never to pay his debts, and difpofing
of every thing in Rufiia, he does not
find any difficulty in accumulating enor-
mous {ums. He has an apartment, the
key of which he keeps himfelf, partition-
ed out from top to bottom, and divided
into a great number of boxes, filled with
bank bills of Ruffia, Denmark, and par-
ticularly of Holland and England. A
perfon in his employment propofed the
puichafe of a library to him, appertain-
ing to a great lord that had lately died.
Potemkin took him into his bank bill
apartment, where the only anfwer he
made was afking whether he imagined
this library was of equal value with the
one propofed. Poffefled of fuch pecuni-
ary aid, he has no need of any other to
perform whatever he fhall dare to under-
take, at Peterfburg.

I muft here mention that Doctor Roger-
fon, who yefterday departed on his re-
turn to Peterfburg, affirms that no per-
{on in Europe leads a more fober and re-

B 4 gular
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oular life than Catherine II. He how-
ever has been eight months abfent.

I have colleéted fome particulars that
are rather curious, relative to the ufur-
pation made on the ducal rights of poft-
age in Courland, of which I have {poken
to you in my former difpatches. This is
an object of fome importance, in fo {mall
a ftate; independent of the inquifitien
that thence refults, and of the infration
of the rights of nations. This branch
of revenue does not annually amount to
lefs than a hundred and fixty thoufand
livres. But the following is a fingular
circumftance, which charaéterizes Ruffian
politics.

Not to commit an aét of violence too
openly, and to avoid marching troops,
which always draws the attention of
neighbouring powers, the court of Ruffia
propofed, or rather demanded, an amical
conference between the deputies of Cour-
land and commiffaries, named to that ef-
fect; and dppointed their fittings to be
at Riga, a Ruffian fortrefs on the fron-

' tiers
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tiers of Courland, under the prefidency of
the governor of that town. Four de-
puties from Courland repaired thither, at
the time appointed; and the governor
fignified to them that he had received
orders; from his fovereign, to arreft them,
if they did not fign an adt, which he pro-
duced ready drawn up, by which the
ducal rights of the poftage of Courland
were transferred tp Ruffia. The depu-
ties, thouid they refufe, having no other
profpect -before their eyes but Siberia,
purely and {imply affixed their fignatures:
after this {everal ftipulations, which alien-
ated leflfer rights and even portions of
the borders of Courland, were in like
manner prefented and fanétioned. ©One
of the moft artful, and the moft import-
ant, of thefe ftipulations is that which
relates to reclaiming the fubjeéts of Ruffia,
who may be found in Courland, and in
which the cabinet of Peterfburg have
included the very defcendants of thofe
who may have been naturalized for ages.
It is very evident that this conceffion
leads to unlimited abufe, and innumer-

able
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able difputes, which will be more injurin
ous to Courland than the moft burthen-
fome tax could be; for nothing can pre-
vent the Ruffian f{uperintendants from
feigning, whenever they pleafe, the exift-
ence of one or of feveral of {fuch or fuch
Ruflian fubjeéts, in fuch or {fuch a part
of Courland, or from taking the refufal
of reftitution for granted, in order to lay
the country under the contribution of
an equal number of hundreds of ducats
(the fum fixed by the ftipulation for each
Mufcovite whom the Courlanders fhall
refufe to deliver up) whenever the Ruf-
fian treafury, or the Ruflian delegate,
fhall ftand in need of, or whenever the
country fhall be enabled to pay, fuch
fums of money. I again repeat that {imi-
Yar practices, openly in Courland, in other
parts more {ecretly, fimilar projeéts I fay
arc carried on, in all the countries that
border upon Ruffia. Let us return to
Berlin.

Trumpel, the groom whom I mention-~
ed to you in my lafty is difcharged. This
exertion has excited much aftonithment.

The
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The King certainly roufes himfelf as
much as he can, that he may not be go-
verned, and this is the moft diftiné&t aét
of felf-will which has hitherto been dif-
cernible in the Monarch.

On Thur{day evening he fupped at the
confidential table, at which there are no
fervants, but the guefts are fupplied by
Tours(2). The fupper was more than gay.
Ten perfons were prefent. 'When it was
aver, the ladies of honour were vifited,
one after the other.

Prince Henry, who has this week given
grand dinners to the civil and military of-
ficers of the court, a thing he never did
before, fupped on Monday with the
reigning queen and bher whole court.
This proves nothing, except. a defire to
keep up the appearance of politenefs. I
forgot to fay that he is to give a dinner
to morrow, to all the fubalterns of the

(2) Dumb waiters, or rather a kind of machinery, of
" French invention, made to afcend through the floor, or
pafs through apertures in the wall, that the unobferved
guefts may indulge in the moft deteftable’ licentiouf-
nefs. T.

regiment
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regiment of Braun. This is gratuitous
and ridiculous affe&ation, and will never
make his peace with the army, by which
he is truly defpifed.

Baron Bagge, after refufing to pay any
vifits here, even thofe that common de-
corum required, faying that, according
to the manner in which he had lived
with the heir apparent, it was for the
King to {fend him an invitation, yefterday
received this invitation to Potfdam. The
mcident proves that mufic ftill is a paf-
fion,

That infamous C #% has written ta
Chauvier, affirming that he knew, paft
ail difpute, it was to him he was in-
debted for the obligation of not being
permitted to fee the King; that he was
going into a country in which he thould
find it eafy to injure; and that he would
ufe every exertion to effeét his ruin; ex-
clufive of the means with which he had
been furnithed by Chauvier himfelf,
Chauvier has acted with propriety, and
laid the letter before the King,

The
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The no&urnal jaunts continue. I fhill
remain ignorgnt of the objeét of the
grand motions toward Auftria, and re-
ciprocally.

L £ T~
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LETTER., XLIV.

November 7th, 1786.

TuE King himfelf has interfered to
produce a reconciliation, between Bifhop{-
werder and Goltz the Tartar. Peace for
the prefent therefore is concluded; and
the more firmly becaufe that war, open
and avowed, is hotly carried on between
the firft favourite and Count Goertz.
There has been great difficulty in pre-
venting them coming to blows. What
may be argued of a king for whom they
thus openly contend? Probably a regi-
ment will be given to Goertz, to {fend him
out of the way; but the payment of his
debts is the difficulty ; for it appears that
the laft thing the King will part with is
money. The treatment of the aides de
camp isat length determined on. Bithop{-
werder has two thoufand crowns; Goltz
the Tartar and Bowlet each {eventeen
hundred. The head groom Lindenau

alfo
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alfo has two thoufand crowns, with eight
places of forage, which may be eftimated
at fix hundred” crowns, and fire and
candle.—Behold how the fandy plains of
Brandenburg, with the aid of Silefia be it
underftood, are capable of maintaining
an army of two hundred thoufand men.
The thermometer of bufinefs remains
ftill at the fame fixed point. There is
no riddance of letters: one chamber is
full of packets, that remain unopened.
The ftate minifter Zedlis has not been
able to obtain an anfwer to his reports
for more than three weeks. Every thing
is in arrear.  Yet the mode of living at
Potfdam appears to have been tolerably
well regulated, though Madam Rietz
has been there. The lateft hour that
the King has rifen at has been f{ix o’clock.
"The Prince of Deffau has never feen him
before half paft twelve, and perhaps not
half an hour each day, dinner time ex-
cepted. It is at fupper that the women
make their appearance, and that wrinkled

cares are difcarded.
Welner has not quitted Pot{dam, and
3 twe
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two men are continually writing in his
apartment.  Hitherto he may be re~
garded as the monarch of domeftic affairs.
That he is neither deficient in talents nor
information is a point undifputed; and
the eternal diforder of the accounts, added
to {ufpicion of the financiers in power
muft have impelled the King to have
abandoned himfelf wholly to Welnef,
whofe obfcurity 1s his recommendation.

1 fay the eternal diforder; becaufe that
in effect Frederic William I. with whom
all domeftic regulations originated, and in
which no alterations were made by his
fon, kept no general and exact accounts;
and acted thus {yftematically. Being ac-
quainted himfelf with the whole of his
affairs, as he would not {uffer any one of
his minifters to divine what the ftate of
them was, he made out imperfeét, over=
charged, and falfe accounts. Frederic II,
who never underftood any thing of fi-
nance, but who very well knew that mo=
ney is the bafis of all power, confined his
views to the amafling of large fums; and
he was fo certain that his favings were

€normous
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enormous that he was fatisfied with par-
tial accounts.  Such an interpretation is
certainly more probable, in my opinion,
than the imputation of having buint the
general ftate of debtor and creditor, with
the malicious intention of embarrafling
his fucceffor. The prefent King wifhes
for order, and he has reafon fo to do;
but it i1s an Augean ftable, and I fee no
Hercules ; at leaft among thofe by whom
he intends to be ferved.

Count Finckenftein has written in very
warm terms to the King, to inform him
that the provocations of Count Hertz-
berg are {o frequent that they are become
infupportable; and that his great age
and his laft illnefs made him fincerely de~
firous of retreat. ‘The King returned a
-very mild anfwer, very obliging, and what
may be called apologetic; in which he
earneftly requefted him to remain in of-
fice, and promifed that the caufe of his
complaints fhould ceafe. He promifed
perhaps more than he can perforni. Ment
of the moft oppofite tempers ferved toge-
ther under Frederic I, and this is one of

Vor. II, G the
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the charaéteriftic traits of his reign. But
it is no fmall prefumption to imitate his
manner : it cannot be expeéted that fuch_
imitation fhould fucceed: for, in {pite of
the fervility of the country, liberties are
taken that were not permitted under the
late King, of whom the world {poke very
freely, but with whom no perfon was fa-
miliar. ‘The very academicians now
make encroachments. ‘Three new mem-
bers have been propofed; one Boden an
aftronomer; one Meierotto, the rector of
a college; and one Ancillon, a minifter of
theholy Gofpel. Admirable choice! The
King teftified his furprife with afperity,
‘at this unufual propofition, made with-
out its being even known whether he did
or did not intend to increafe the num-
ber of academicians. The indifcretion
will probably occafion fome regulation.
He has however figned a large vEs to the
propofal for Isknow not what Druid of
the name of Erman, author of a multitude
of vile {ermons, and a refugee hiftory,
of which four volumes are already writ-
ten, that might be reduced to thirty

pages ;
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pages; and who has been propofed by
the curator only, Count Hertzberg, with-
out the queftion ‘having been put to the
vote.

'The Boden ‘of Paris feems to be for-
gotten, or worfe. The King was told
that he had written three letters to his
Majefty without having received any an-
fwer ¢ I have no anfwer to give;
¢ the fellow came here without orders (4).”
Such was the royal decifion! The King
returns to morrow for a few days. He
has been {o accuftomed to run from place
to place, and to make only a"momentary
ftay, that the habit feems to have 'be—
come one of his wants. M. de H #
wrote to him, three days ago, to know
when he might take his leave, but has
received no anfwer. ' '

The grand dlnn,er of Prmce Henry to
the regiment of Br aun was given yefter-
day, as I before wrote. All the officers

(c) Ceff un f—u coquin, qui ¢ff wenu [ans ordre.
There is,_no tranflating the St. Giles’s eloquence of
this phrafe. T,

C a2 and
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and .forty fubalterns, who had ferved
under him at the battle of Prague, fat at
the Prince’s table. He gave a medal
worth ffteen ducats to each officer, a
ducat to each fubaltern, and a crown to
each private. It would be difficult to be
more aukwardly oftentatious. Had there
been any need to have farther injured
himfelf in the King’s opinion, he could
not have found a better method; but
this was compleatly done before, and it
muft be well known too, for Rogerfon,
who had often vifited Prince Henry dur-
ing his two journies into Ruffia, has not
been to pay him his refpects. The King
gave him an audience it is f{aid, but only
for a few moments.

I do not at this inftant recolleét the
name of the perfon who is arrived from
Vienna, and who at the King’s table was
very pleafant at the Emperor’s expence,
which occafioned a coolnefs in the King
and fome gloominefs, fo as to denote
marks of difapprobation; filent, but
ftrong,

‘The new ribbands are preparing.

Moral
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Moral coin feems to coft the King leaft.
Never was the remark of Frederick II. to
Pritwitz more true than at prefent. The
latter complained that the ribband had
been beftowed on Braun before himfelf—
¢ My ribband,” faid the King, ¢ 1is like
¢ {aving grace—It may be given, cannot
¢ be merited,”

Count Arnim has been appointed maf~
ter of the hounds and a minifter of ftate,
with a vote and a feat in the grand direc~
tory. In one of my former difpatches, I
have {poken of him circumitantially.
This is a pure choice of favour (and is
the more marked becaufe that the place
of mafter of the haunds, taken from
Schulemburg, had continually been {oli-
“cited by Colonel Stein, who was rather
in the King’s good graces), but of favour
founded as I imagine merely on the plea-
{fure taken in the campany of Arnim,
who is irreproachable in mind and man-
ners. It is only another perfon of inca=
pacity added to the miniftry. .

Rotten before ripe.  Such I greatly fear
will be the motto of the Pruflian pewer.

C 3 But
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Bat their millions are good. It will
therefore be of ufe to remit new propofi-
tions for a loan, if it be really intended to
eret a bank; as all packets, gazettes,
and private letters affirm, fo that my-
felf excepted every body is informed of
the projeft; for in my opinion thefe
would be of more importance than the
loan of a hundred and twenty five mil-
lions, which the bank apparently will be
able to borrow on its own credit. Stru-
enfee, who doubtlefs will be glad of this
occafion of rendering himfelf ufeful ta
the King, has in plain terms afked what
he is to think of the diforder of the
Caifle d’Efcompte; of the letter of the
Comptroller General to his adminiftra-
tors; of the proje&t of a bank ; of its ap-
proaching realifation; of the principles
on which it is to be eftablithed ; and efpe-
cially what kind of directors fhall have
the management. He thinks the plan
good, but is convinced that every thing de-
pends on thofe who fhall have the direc-
tion. To all thefe queftions, as you muft
be fepﬁble, I know not what to reply:

yet
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yet it is requifite I fhould {foon know, be-
caufe'that, not to mention that any nego-
ciation of this kind cannot {ucceed here
except by his aid, for not one of the
others underftand any thing of {uch af-
fairs, he has a right to interrogate me,
fince I made the firft advances.

Ca L E Te
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LETTER XLV.

November 20th, 1786,

UNFORTUN ATELY, I cannot be
blind to what is here daily confirmed, by
traits which are each ‘more pitiable than
the other, concerning the opinion that |
have {o long forborne to take oi the man,
and of affairs.

The King has juft beﬁowed the rib=
band of the black eagle on Anhalt. This
gentleman is the {on of a cook-maid, and
of a multitude of fathers. He was origin-
ally a groom ; he next fold fmuggled cof=
fee to the officers. I know not by what
means he became what he is, but I know
that his principal funttion was that of a
{py. He was afterwards placed in the
{ervice of the prefent King, while Prince
of Pruffia; and, as he mingled poifon-
ous advice and odious tales, zhev deftined
him, as it is faid (and the word they 1s in
this cafe the moft bitter of the enemies of
the late ng) to execute a crime which

i/vr:y
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they neither had the addrefs to colour
nor the courage to confummate. An-
halt poffeflfes more military talents than
his native folly could promife. His war-
like vocation feems to be remarkable, by
this fingular charaéteriftic, that he never
poffefles coolnefs, except when heading
his men. He has arrived, whether by
thefe or other means, at the rank of lieu-
tenant general. As he is without under-
ftanding (the little he had he was de-
prived of by a dreadful fall, for which
he was obliged ta be trepanned) he con-
tinued in favouyr. He was detefted at
Konigiberg, where he commanded, and
this was a kind of recommendation to
him at Potfdam, where the kingdom en-
dured forty-fix years of difgrace (c).

Some days before the King’s death,
general Anhalt was.fent for to'Sans Souci
—* You have lately married one of your
« daughters” faid the King—¢ Yes, Sire,
#¢ I feel I have”—* How much did you

{c) By the kingdom Pruffia Royal is meant, for
which province the late King had a fixed averfion. T.

¢ oive
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& give ‘with her ¥——¢ Ten thoufand
€ crowns” ¢« That 1s a large fum, for
¢ you who have nothing.”——On the
morrow they were {fent him by the King.
Anhalt returned into Pruffia. His bene-
factor died, he ‘beheaded his portrait,
and fubftituted the head of his fucceflor.
The new King repairs to Konigfberg to
receive homage, and beftows a fuperb box
on Anhalt; but indeed gives him notice
he muft quit the government of Pruffia,
In two months time, that is to fay at
prefent, Anhalt, being at an au&ion fome
days fince, and feeing a portrait of the
late King fold at a low price, very coolly
faid,—¢ Right, I'll give you the other ()
¢ into the bargain”---He retires with a
penfion of five thoufand crowns, a rib-
band, and a promife of being employ-
ed in war. This proftitution of re-
ward, apparently extorted from weak-
nefs, is endeavoured ta be excufed, by
alleging the fear that Anhalt fhould
pafs into the fervice-of the Emperor, as

(d) Meaning the prefent King. T,
he
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he threatened in the following {peech;
which does not want dignity.---¢ If you
¢ refufe me this favour I muft then go
¢ elfewhere, and prove that it is not be-
# caufe of my want of merit.” Ido not
think this a fufficient reafon, for the
eftates he had purchafed near Magdeburg
were a {ufficient pledge for his perfon.

Be this as it may, and however fingu-
lar the choice may appear, which has
made a ftrong impreflion upon the pub-
lic, it muft be allowed that Anhalt is a
great commander, an officer worth pre-
ferving, and that fome recompenfe was
due to him for the lofs of his government
of Pruffia, with which, mad as he was,
and often furious, he could not be en-
trufted.

But none of thefe reafons can be alleg-
ed in behalf of Manftein, a fimple cap-
tain, a common and even ignorant of-
ficer, but a devout myftic; who, without
any pretext, has been fent for and is def~
tined, as it is faid, to be the governor of
the young Princes, with the title of lieu-
tenant colonel. To thofe who look in-

ta
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to futurity, this is fearful. The whole
army is offended. Indeed it is probably
not true; but the very fufpicion {peaks
the public opinion.

A fingularity which has not excited
lefs murmuring is that Heynitz, minifter
of ftate for the department of the mines,
1s placed at the head of the commiffion
againft Wertenberg, a kind of difagree-
able man who has long had the cloth-
ing of the troops; a fubaltern knave,
and perhaps nothing more; or perhaps
lefs fo than his predeceflors. This {pe-
cies of inquifition, which appears to be
the adopted method, and which will not
eafily be made familiar to the people,
whom it will be difficult to perfuade
that the late King was negligent and a
bad ccconomift,---this {pecies of inqui-
fition I {ay, feems to indicate fufpicions
of the commanding officers, fince the
dire¢tion of {uch trials is taken from thefe
officers, to whom they entirely apper-
tamned. There are great complaints, and
ftill greater contempt. This muft be anill
fymptom, efpecially after a reign of only
two months.

Indolence,
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Indolence, and ftagnation, its neceffary
refult, continue to be felt. In confe-
quence of not having the lctters fent af-
ter him as was the cuftom of Frederic II.
the King is prodigioufly in arrear. He
found thoufands on his return from Si-
lefia, his journey through which is a
ftriking contraft to the incredible aétivity
of the late King; who however did not
devote more time, or rather who devoted
lefs, than another to his trade of King.
He only fet apart an hour and a half
each day on ordinary occafions for this
purpofe ; but he never put off the bufi-
nefs of the prefent day to the morrow.
He knew, fo well was he acquainted
with man, that a bad reply was better
than none. A heap of memorials and
projects are on the table of the prefent
King, moft of which relate to military

changes, on which he has never caft his
eyes, and which have been produétive of
nothing, except of his vehement averfion
for memorials, He regards them as a tax
on his fovereign authority ; and {uppofeg
advice of any kind to be an avowal of an
I opinion
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opinion of his incapacity. Among the
ufelefs writings which have been remitted
to him, there is faid to be a memorial
from Baron Knyphaufen, on foreign po-
litics. 'There are indications which lead
me to believe it is favourable to our fyf=
tem, and this has given him particular
difpleafure; its fate therefore was to be
thrown afide, without hefitation, as the
reveries of dotage. The Baron however
has difowned to me that he is the au-
thor of this memorial.

To the fame {enfation, apparently,
which makes him {o much deteft advice,
we muft attribute the following fingu-
larity. Welner has only had a ftipend
of three thoufand crowns, deducted from
the penfions formerly paid to the head
officers of the commercial departments,
the fmalleft of which penfions only is
granted him, {o that he is but the equal
of thofe who have leaft influence, and
have not the fame induftry. As the few
preparations which are made are all made
by him, his labour muft be very great.
A fingle {tatement of the money ac-

counts
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tounts is faid to have given him much
trouble. At prefent, the exceedings of
the receipts over the expenditure, at leaft
the civil, are known. The fum is greater
than was {fuppofed by near one quarter,
which is much. It is imagined that the
chief part of this furplus will be applied
to increafe - the pay of {fubalterns. Private
foldiers undoubtedly deferve no greater
honour than that of dying with hunger.
But I {carcely can believe they will dare to
offend the corps of the captains.

If the King give but little, to thofe
who feem to be his greateft favourites,
there yet are indications that he beftows
fecret largefles 5 or that he has fecret rea-
fons for conferring {uch on {fome perfons.
The chamberlain Doernberg, an infigni-
ficant perfon in my opinion, who quitted
the fervice of the Princefs Amelia with
ingratitude, the having paid his debts, to
enter into that of the Queen, has twice
within five days had his falary confider-
ably augmented. At prefent he has two
thoufand crowns as chamberlain, a {fum
hitherto unheard of. What does this de-

2 note?
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note? Have they at length determired or
the {cheme of marrying Mademoifelle
Vofs? Have they caft their eyes on this
fortunate mortal, who refembles a ba-
boon ? Do they intend infenfibly to make
his fortune? A captain in the Gendar=
mes {aid to me yefterday—¢ Since royal
¢ munificence is fo amply fhowered on
¢ Doernberg, I for my part expeét an
“annual gratification of fifty thoufand
¢« crowns.” This muft be either an affair of
myftici{m, pimping, or marriage. But, if
the laft, why make fo ridiculous a choice?
What courtier is there who would re«
fufe Mademoifelle Vofs, with plenty of
money? I did them too much honour in
{fuppofing fuch were to be found, in this
Vandalian court. Not in places where
men are accuftomed to walk double will
any be found who fhall ftand ereét, when
fuch temptations are thrown in their
way. Befides, what cannot money effe,
in a nation fo poor? I not long fince
faw Brederic, late laquais to Prince Henry,
become a kind of favourite, becaufe of
his art as a Chaméber Counfellor, and often-

tatioufly



[ 33 1

tatioufly difplay the crofs and ribband of
a canonry .of Magdeburg (Prince Henry
1is provoft of this chapter). Seven thou-
fand crowns, lent by the Prince, have
purchafed .the ftall; and the Prince’s
‘well-beloved groom bears the facred in~
fignia, in' a country where there is fo
much delicacy pretended on the article
-of birth.

A-propos-of his patron. — For a week
paft I have not heard this mufical Princé
mentioned, the height and depth of
whofe thermometer are the gieateft that
ever fell under my -obfervation. The
‘Count of Brandenburg requefted permif=
fion of him to be prefent at the banquet
he gave to that part of the regiment of
Braun who fought under him at Prague.
The Prince granted the child permiffion ;
-and, -after having highly careffed him,
{aid—* It is difficult my little friend to
¢ converfe with you here, but afk your
¢ father leave to come to my palace, and
¢ I fhall be very glad to {fee you.” Thus
artful are his politics. He muft employ
a quantity of fuch ftratagems to reim-

Vor. 1L D burfe
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burfe himfelf for his grand dinners,
One of his table-confidents and admirers
faid to me the other day—¢ Is it not very
“ fingular that the Prince is {o little-
“ efteemed after all that he has done
% for the army ¥’—And he meant by this
to criminate the army! It appeared to
me a notable {peech.

The anecdote refpecting the academy
1s {till more curious than according to the
manner in which I related it in my laft.
The academician Schutz has written a
very vielent letter to the King, againft
Count Hertzberg, and concerning the
arbitrary manner in which he governs
the academy. The King fent the letter
to Hertzbergy a marked token of difap-
probation in this country. Bufching the
geographer on the fame day refufed a feat
m the academy, unlefs a penfion thould
be granted him of a thoufand crowns.
The only anfwer given to the complaints
of Schutz was the nomination of Erman,
by Hertzberg, without confulting any
perfon; and the King figned his ygs,
without obje¢ting to this nomination.

Schutz
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Schutz wrote another letter, ftill mioté
violent; what the confequences were I
do not know. ‘

The difgrace of Launay is not fo mild
asit appears. It is openly avowed that
government. only waits till he has fur-
nifhed Silefia with coffee, and that then
he is to be difplaced. He very rafhly
undertook this contract, which he has
bargained with traders to 'fulfil, who are
emboldened by his downfal to difown or
break their engagements at the moment
when, all the navigable canals being
frozen, there are fuch few means of re-
pairing fo great a deficiency. But the
truth is the commiffion is fufpended, be-=
caufe that they are fecretly fending,
through different parts of the kingdom,
in fearch of proofs; a truly cruel and
tyrannical inquifition, whieh thows they
are rather defirous of the guilt of Lau=
nay than of the publc benefit.

A man named Dubofc, formerly an
éminent merchant at Leipfic; where if
I do not miftake he failed, and well
known for his vifionary adherence to

D 2 | myftici{m,
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myfticifm, has been fent for, and is at
prefent employed, as is fuppefed, to give
in a plan of commercial regulations, as 4
{ubftitute for exclufive privileges. It
fhould feem they meditate a fally againft
the Splittgerbers (¢), and that means are
feeking to deprive them of the monopoly
of {ugar: a very juft and falutary, but a
very difficult and delicate a&.

An article of intelligence ftill more tm-
portant is that Baron Knyphaufen has
had a fecret converfation with the King :
but, though it comes from a good quarter,
I will not warrant it to be true. Not
that this would much aftonith me. I
know paft doubt that the King, enraged
at being obliged to fend Count Goertz to
Holland, at the very moment when the
houfe of Orange itfelf complains of this
ambafador, withed, after venting a tor-
rent of paffion and abufe, to recall both
Goertz and Thulemeyer; but that he

(¢) Splittgerber is a fugar-baker at Berfin, who has
for many years enjoyed a monopoly of that commedity.
T.

was
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was ftopt fhort, becaufe of the impoffi-
bility of finding a a4z in a country where
there are rione; and particularly none fit
for ambaffadors, a part of adminiftration
that was highly negle@ed by the late
King. His fucceflor perhaps will be
taught that fools are not good for any
one purpofe.

P. S. Nothing new fince I wrote this
long letter. Various. particulars affure;
me that the Princefs Frederica, the.
daughter of the King, gains great influ~
gnce, and never meets with any refufal.
This doubtlels appertains to the hiftory
of Yofs,

D 3 L E T~
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LETTER XLV]

Ta the Duke de L * % %,

November 12th, 1786,

IFlattered myfelf that M.de H * * %
would bring me a packet from your
Grace, He informed me you had inten-
ded to entruft him with one, and I am
exceedingly grateful for the intention, al-
though I have not profited by it; this I
attribute to unforefeen circumitances,
which, while I pray for you, have my
hearty maledictions,

I hope that the Abbede P * * * ¥ haq
fent you the news of the country, con=
cerning which I have not negleéted oc-
cafionally to remit anecdotes, tolerably
charaéteriftic of the moment. T feel the
poverty of my own harveft more forcibly
than any perfon; but it ought not to be
forgotten that I am neither provided with
the pequniary nor the minifterial means,

It
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It is impoffible any thing fhould efcape
the man of France (f) if he be adroit,
active, liberal, and has the art to invite
proper guefts to his daily dinners and {up-
pers; for thefe are the efficacious means,
and not public dinners. He is befide a
kind of regifter office, to which all the
difcontented, the babblers, and the covet-
ous refort. Befide that his intercourfe
‘with fubalterns is natural to him, and
permitted. I on the contrary have need
of great art and circumipeétion, in order
to fpeak without offence or intrufion on
public affairs. I rarely can addrefs my
difcourfe to perfons in power. My very
afpe& terrifies them too much. The
King never deigns to look at me but their
countenances lengthen and grow pale. I
have afted however to the beft of my
abilities, and as I believe done all I could
with means that are very mutilated, very
ungracious, and very fterile: nor can I
tell whether the perfon on whom the

(/) The author undoubtedly means the ambaffador.
s T

D4 King
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King beftows a falary of fixty thoufand
livres, and a poft of honour here, fends
much more information than I do. But
I well know that I, under the fame cir-
cumftances, would have penetrated many
clouds through which, ftationed as I am,
I have wvery dark views; and that I
would not difcredit my nation, as he is
accufed of doing, by his haughty beha-
viour, his bitter-fweet afpeét, and idle=
nefs that greatly refembles ignorance.

M. de H * * * will more fully relate,
as I fuppofe, the particulars I have fent,
He will tell you our caufe is a loft one
here, unlefs a change fhould take place
among the judges; that the way to re-
eftablith our affairs is not to be over
hafty; fince this would but prolong re=
fiftance, among men naturally phlegmatic,
and whofe phlegm we may fafely conclude
will not fuffer them to continue long 1m-
Paflioned ; that he himfelf was too hafty
to come to a countyy which, at the be-
ginning of the prefent reign when each is
looking. for advancement,. is too reftlefs
and jealous to fuppofe that a general

: officey
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officer and an infpetor in the fervice of
France could really wifth to be in the fer-
vice of Pruffia; that the chaos (for {o af-
fairs at prefent may well be called) muft be
fuﬁ"ered to {ubfide, and from the nature
of things acquire confiftency (if on the
contrary it {hould not fuffer deftryétion),
though it he but the gonﬁﬁency‘ of
apathy, before attempts thould be made
to interfere; that no perfon is at prefent
firmly placed; that the grand queftion—
¢ Will the King or will he not have the
#¢ courage to take a firft minifter —is
far from being refolved, even by the cal-
culation of propabilities; that on this
determination however the fate of the
country depends, and even the ultimate
capacity-of the King, whofe inability will
be of little import if this remedy fhould,
be found to be a {ubflitute for his inde-
cifion ; that the {ymptoms are vexati-
ous, and indeed difagreeable, but that we
muft not pronounce too haftily, becaufe
our nformation 1is the reverfe of coms=

plcte
It appears to me indubitable that Prince.
Henry
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Henry is ruined paft refource; and I fear
(in his behalf) that, on this occafion as
on many others, chance has arranged af-
fairs better than our precaution. But,
whether or no, his cunning, his boafting,
his inconfiftency, the intemperance of his
tongue, and the vilenefs of his creatures,
feconded by the moft univerfal difcredit,
have added to perfonal antipathy, and
the general and habitual fear of appears
mng to be governed.

The deftiny of the Duke of Brunfwick
is far otherwife uncertainj nor do I be-
lieve it will be decided before there is an
open rupture. Butit is peculiar to him,
and to him alone, that, fhould he once
gralp power, it will not afterward efcape
him; for a better courtier, a man of
deeper views, more fubtile, and at the
fame time more firm, and more pertina=
cious, does not exift.

You may well imagine, my Lord, that,
it I fuppofe fats are too partial and
hitherto not fufficiently numerous to be
reduced to fyftem, on which conjeétures
may be formed refpeéting the King and

politics,
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politics, I am. ftill much farther from
thinking I can, with any appedrance of
probability f{atisfaory for a wile man,
divine what will be the grand foreign
conneétions, and political influence of
Pruffia, under the prefent reign. I have
fketched my ideas on the fubjeét in a me=-
morial, which is a work of labourj; but
which (except the proofs the country af-
fords, and which here, as I imagine, will
be found united, and compared, more
accurately than any where elfe) is only a
fucceflion of conjeétures. It contains
many things which may, and perhaps
not one of which will, happen. I am
fortunate if, in this calculation of the
arithmetic of chances, I have {o far fuc-
ceeded as to defcribe things as they are,
and as they may be, From this memorial
accompanied by three or four others, on
parts of Germany which lucky chance
has given me opportunities of perfeétly
knowing, a plan my be formed, according
to which the Germanic edifice may be re-
conftruéted, a work that ought to bg
begun, if ifs ruin is not defired. And

" here
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here I confefs the indecifion- of ‘map,
the complication of incidents, and the
obfcurity of future contingencies, arreft
me at each ftep; and I have no other
guide than what is offered by your grand
and noble proje& of coalition, between
France and England, the end of which is
to give happinefs to the world, and not
afford amufement to orators and news-

writers,

oO0% % % % ¥ % % ¥ %
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M. de H # # % has informed me that
your Grace intends coming hither in the
{pring. This certainly would be the only
means of rendering my ftay here {upport-
able. But Thope youwill not {fo long be left
in inaétivity fo unworthy of your talents.
As to myfelf, after having paid a tribute
of fix. months, during which I have the
fatisfaction convition gives of having
employed uncommon affiduity and re-
{earch, in compenfation for the want of
) natural
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natural talents; I think I have a right to
-fhake off an equivocal and doubtful ex~
iftence, every way embatrafling, requiring
dexterity and fortitud¢ feldom found to
preferve perfonal refpeét; and in which I
confume my time and my ftrength in a
fpecies of labour that hds no charms for
e, or mn the languor of etiquette and
company ftill worfe than this labour.
Of this I have informed the Abbe de
P #* * % in exprefs terms.

L ET-
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LETTER. XLVI.

November 24th, 17864

THE mott diftrefling incident poffible
has juft happened to me. It is a very
extraordinary ftory. Madam de F * *
the famous 7r#ade (g), coming from the
waters of Schwalback, has dropped hereas
if from the clouds, under a borrowed
name, with an immenfe train, and not
a fingle letter of recommendation, except
to bankers. Can you imagine what pro=
jeét this profoundly audacious and indeed
capable woman has entertained ?—The
conqueft of the King!—And as, in
punifhment for my fins, I have known
her long, and well, the damnable Syren
has addreffed herfelf to me, to lay down
a chart of the country for her ; and, in
return, receive, as a depofit, that high
confidence which I thould moft willingly

(¢) A woman-lover., T.

have
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have bequeathed to Beelzebub. How-
ever, as fhe is a demon of feduéion, as
the does not afk for moneyy at leaft not
at prefent, and as her qualities of body
and mind in many refpeéts correfpond
with thofe of the Monarch, if this be not
fn opportunity to be fought after neither
is it one to rejet. Befide, as the defign
is begun, and as it will be better to under-
take the direction than be expofed to ri-
diculous broils, T am at prefent in fearch
of means to afford her a decent pretence
of remaining here a fortnight; taking
care to draw my ftake, or rather takmg
care not to put it down.

If the Count I’Eft** were not in
every refpect one and the fame, the af-
fair might prefently be managed.—She
might be going to Peterfburgh, through
Warfaw ; waiting here till the could tra-
vel in a fledge, which from the fetting in
of the froft cannot be long firft ; might
give a few fele& fuppers ; excite curiofity,
&c. &c.—But this mode is not to be de-
pended on ; it is too {ubtile for his under-
ftanding. :

Were
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~ Were not Prince Henry indicretiott
itfelf nothing could be more edfy than
by his aid to infroduce het to the court.
‘She might have brought him letfers. But
'in an hour’s time the aid<de<¢amp Tau-
“enfien would be informed of every thing
as would his Aunt, Madam Knibbecks
in five minutes afterward ; and her I fuf-
-pec to be the go-between of Mademoi-
{elle Vofs—We muft depend on our own
refources. Ithall take care not to en-
tangle myfelf ; though indeed her very
firft ftep has entangled me. It is a kind
of fatality ; and how might I efcape?

I have made many refleétions on this
odd adventure. Our plan muft be not
to abandon our purpofe, and not to be
too {crupulous concerning the means.
The few we have are ‘in truth imprac-
ticable.

If the remain in her prefent fituatioh
there will be no means of feeing the King.
The myftics, the Vofs party, and the
Anti-French in general, will all be her
enemies.—If the conceal her intentions,
fhe will be oppofed by the party of the

2 Rietz,
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Rietz, and the fubalterns. Either I muft
often vifit her, which will render her fui-
peéted, or I muft not, and fhe will con-
duét herfelf improperly.

If this partake of the adventurer, I
voluntarily engrofs the blame. }

Nothing can be done in hafte, with a
German Prince. Should her ftay be
long, that ftay will of itfelf divulge the
fecret.

It is not poflible but that, in a week,
her true name muft be known. The re-
putation the has acquired will then {poil
every thing, in a country where feduc-
tive qualities will not excufe vice, and
where a trip is not the lefs a trip becaufe
made by a woman.

The follies moft inexcufable are thofe
which expofe to ridicule without com-
penfation ; of the number of which this
is one.~D’Eft * * will relate his trifling
tales; Boden his trifling {fcandal; Tau-
enfien propagate his trifling intrigues:
before appedrance, it will be neceflary to
let the crowd go by, who will come and
endeavour--~] will therefore fend her to

Vo, II, E War-
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Warfaw, and procure her letters. She
mhay return with other letters, if you do
not inform me by what means {he may
be prevented, fhould fuch be your wifh:
for, though I can delay, how may I for-
bid her return? Such I have thought
the leaft hazardous proceeding in this
fantaftic farce, which I with good reafon
think of greater importance than you
may be tempted to do, becaufe that at
Paris Madam de F * #* is, like many
others, little more than a courtezan :
while here, the niece of an -ambaffador
and the widow of a P * * ¥ G * % * &,
will never be fuppofed not to have been
fent by government; or at leaft not to
have come hither under its proteétion.
She therefore muft not be fuffered to
commit any great folly.

The King has lately terminated a fuit
which had been in conteft for three and
twenty years. The Duke of Mecklen-
burg Schwerin formerly borrowed a hun=
dred thoufand crowns of Frederic II. and
gave fome bailliages (or diftriéts) as a fe-
curity. Hither Frederic immediately fent

a regl-
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& tegiment of huffars into quarters. The
regiment, as you may well fuppofe, raifed
recruits.  The people of Mecklenburg
were fhocked by this aét of defpotifm,
and offered to repay the late Kings who,
during twenty-three years, always found
pretences to avoid receiving the money.
His fucceffor has withdrawn the troops.
1t is true he lofes an oppertunity of en-
lifting fome of the country people; but
he will annually fave thirty thoufand
crowns; and there is likewife a new
member gained for the Germanic con-
federation; and what that might be
valued at this is worth.

On Sunday (the 12th) at the princi-
pal inn in Berlin, the marriage of the
Countefs Matufka and a Pruffian officer,
named Stutheren, was celebrated. The
Countefs is a fifter of Mademoifelle
Hencke (Madam Rietz). She thought to
have married a Polith gentlemen, who
fome months {ince withdrew. Once de-
ceived, fhe next made choice of a young
officer. 'The King has given money, and
money enough. It is fuppofed that

E 2 Made-
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Mademoifelle Hencke, who now is faid
not to be married to Rietz, will retire and
live with her fifter; that fhe may not
impede the projeéts formed to enjoy the
maid of honour in peace.

There are whifperings of a very re-
markable and very fecret {fupper, at which
the thade of Cafar was taken. The num-
ber of myftics increafes. They affirm
that the credit of Bifhopfwerder declines.
I do not believe a word of it.

No new aét of finance. Depofitions
againft poor Launay are poured in, and
in all probability his fortune muft pur-
chafe his freedom.

Nothing new, or at leaft nothing cer-
tain, from Holland; except that Count
Goertz has found the way to difpleafe the
States, the Houfe of Orange, and the
principal perfons who are enumerated
among the French fadtion. I well know
what a philofopher would deduce from
this : the politician will perceive there are
commiflions the difcharge of which he
never ought to undertake.

L ET=-
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"LETTER XLVII.

November 18th, 1786.

IT is every day more apparent that the
King does not forget thofe who were at-
tached to him before his acceffion to the
throne; and this propenfity, which is
fucceffively developed, proves him -at
leaft an honeft man. Count Alexander
Wartenfleben, an officer in the guards,
whom I have feveral times mentioned,
had been educated with him, Hence
that intimacy which will not admit of
fecrets, 'The late King fent for Warten-
fleben, and faid to him—*I am pleafed
«to0fee you fo very intimate with my
“ nephew : continue your friendfhip,
¢ But it is alfo neceffary you fhould ferve
¢ the ftate. I ought to be informed of
¢ the proceedings of my fucceflor. Mein
8¢ Jebes kind (h), you will come and let me

(h) My good child, T,
E 3 ¢ know
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% know what paffes at your parties of
“ pleafure. I fhall not forbid them. I
¢ {hall only warn you when there 1s any
¢ danger; and of this you yourfelf will
“ inform the Prince of Pruffia. Depend
“ upon me, men fhatz (i).”---Warten~
fleben, who knew the old fox, replied--~
¢ That he was the friend of the Prince;
¢ the friend of his heart, and that he
« would never become his {py.”---The
King then affumed his furious counte=
nance---¢ Herr Lieutenans(k ), lince you wil}
« not {erve me, I will at leaft take care
¢ that you fhall obey.”---On the morrow
he was fent to Spandau, where he was
imprifoned three months, and after that
ordered to a garrifon regiment, in the very
farther part of Pruffia (/). On the new
King’s acceffion he was recalled. After
a momentary difpleafure, which Warten.

(i) This correfponds very well with the Irith phrafe,
my jewel 5 ory my honey. T,

(#) Mr. Lieutenant. T, .

(!) This was a mode of punifhment with the late
Kingyand a very difugrceable one to the fufferers; for, be-
fide confinement, little pay, and no hopes of preferment,
it was a public mark of contempt. T,

{leben’s
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fleben’s refufal to go to Sweden occafion-
ed, and which perhaps was the contriv-
ance of the other favourites, the King
has beftowed a prebendary on him, the
income of which s wvalued at twelve
thoufand crowns ; and according to all
appearance intends to give him the com-
mand of the guards, |
The following is a fecond example of
a like kind.  'When the fuit was carried
on againft the minifter Goern, who was
fuperintendant of the College of Com-~
merce, among his papers was a bill on
the Heir Apparent for thirty thoufand
crowns. 'The money muit be procured
within twenty-four hours. Arnim went
in fearch of the Prince, and offered him
the fum, which was moft joyfully ac-
cepted. This probably i1s the origin of
the favour which the new minifter en-
joys; I cannot conjeéture any other, ex-
cept what may be deduced from the
King’s eafinefs of charaéter, his indeci-
fion and mediocrity of mind; which
however is juft and clear, as I have faid
in my former difpatches.
E 4 The
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The King has done a third humane
and generous aé. His firft wife, the
Princefs Elizabeth of Brunfwic (m), has
received an increafe of allowance, con-
fifting of the revenues of the bailliage of
Ziganitz, which amount to twelve thou-
fand crowns, with liberty to retire where-
ever {he pleafes. Certain of not being
received by her family, fhe will remain at
Stettin, But the news has tranfported
her with joy. She has publicly declared
that the lady of General Schwerin, her
gouvernante, has no mere right to give
her any orders; and, for the firft time
thefe eighteen years, fhe took an airing
on horfeback with Mademoifelle Plates,
that the might immediately enjoy that
liberty to which fhe was reftored.

A trait which we ought to add, in
proof of the King’s morals, is his having
given up the letters to Prince Henry,
which paffed in his correfpondence with
Frederic. Their number amounts to ﬁv_é

() Divorced, banifhed the court, and confined at
Stettin, for her incontinence. T.

hundred



[ 57 ]

hundred and eighty-feven, on ftate affairs,
from the year 1759 to the year 1786. It
had been unfeafonably reported that the
Prince was privately of his brother's opi-
nion, concerning their nephew. Thefe
letters however have proved that he did
not with it thould be known. He even
rendered him fervices ; and, for example,
when Count Wartenf{leben, of whom I
have juft fpoken, was imprifoned, he fent
him a grant of a penfion of a hundred a
year which he ftill enjoys.

The famous chamber huﬁ'ar, Schoen-
ing, the confidential man of the deceafed
ng, has lately been appointed affiftant
to the cathier of the military cheft, with
a falary of three thoufand crowns. ‘This
certainly is not arancorous a&. Schoen-
ing indeed is not a man without intelli-
gence; and he is the depofitary of nu-
merous fecrets, which ought not at pre-
fent to be made public, perhaps never.

In oppofition to all thefe good ations,
we muft place the apathy of the King,
on the fubjett of his perfonal debts. He
1s in no hafte to pay thofe that are not

3 of
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of the houfehold, and there is a very
confiderable {fum appertaining to the lats
ter which remains unfettled.

It is determined that the King is to
difcharge all the perfons employed as
tax-gatherers on the French finance {yf-
tem, which in itfelf is a laudable aét:
for, were there a neceflity for fome years
to prolong the farming of the cuftoms,
yet, either the French collectors already
have or never will have taught the Ger~
mans the mode of tranfalting the bufi.
nefs. And is not the Pruffian Monarch
the king of Germans? But innovation is
a very delicate thing; and I fee no pre-~
parations made to leffen the fhock that
muft be received. The farmers of tobac~
co and fnuff have been informed that
their adminiftration muft ceafe on the 1ft
of June, 1787. All perfons thencefor=
ward will be allowed to cultivate tobacco,
and to make and {fell fnuff. This is a
very important obje(t; for the tobacco
that grows on thefe barren fands is fome
of the beft in Germany, and formerly
was a very confiderable branch of trade.

On
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On the 1ft of July grants are to be delie
vered, gratis, to whoever fhall make the
requifition. (Nay freedom is promifed for
coffee teo.) From 1783 to 1786, the du-
ties on {nuff and tobacco had yielded
about fixteen hundred thoufand livres
more than the fum they had been efti-
mated at by the King; fo that thefe
formed a revenue of fomething more
than a million of crowns, and {fometimes
a million four hundred thoufand;
amounting from about a hundred and
feventy to two hundred thoufand pounds
fterling. Yet the collectors had not the
right of buying the leaf tobacco; they
were obliged to purchafe it from the
warehoufes of the maritime company, by
whom it was {fold at a profit of cent per
cent. Thefe colletors committed infinite
vexations, on the fubje&t, to obtain 4 fur-
plus, with which it was neceffary to come
before the King, when they delivered in
their accounts; otherwife he could nei-
ther find wifdom in their procgedings nor
talents in themfelves. The King leaves
the collectors their falaries, till they can

be
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be provided for, and this is humane 3 for
the change will affet not lefs than
twelve hundred families. But how will
they find a {ubftitute for this revenue?
A capitation tax is {poken of, and 1s cer-
tainly under deliberation. The f{ubjefts
are to be comprifed in twelve clafles: the
rich merchants are to pay twenty-four
crowns; the rich inhabitants twelve
crowns; two crowns for obfcure eitizens;
and the peafants fomething lefs than
two fhillings. What a manner of begin-
ning areign it is to tax perfons before pro-
perty ! In the collection of this odious
tax, which fets a price on the right of ex-
iftence, the tobacco exctlemen are to be
employed. The capitation however is
fomewhat foftened, by being paid by the
family, and not by the head. But the
profelytes to, and even the apoftles of,
this proje¢t do not eftimate the tax at
more than two millions of crowns, an-
nually ; which fum is the produét of to-
bacco and coffee united, but which
fcarcely will {upply the deficiency: and
thofe who underftand calculation, in

finance
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finance, will be careful not to eftimate
a tax equally produétive in figures
and in reality. I am furprifed that he
does not firft gain a better knowledge of
{ubftitutes; and that he fhould begin by
operations which I have pointed out as
things to prepare, and fhould defer thofe
with which I thought he ought to com-
mence (7).

Heinitz, minifter for the department of
the mines, and prefident of the commif-
fion commanded to examine the admini-
ftration of general Wartenberg, warned
no doubt by univerfal clamor, has remon-~
ftrated to the King that it is requifite to
add fome military men to the commii-
fioners. His Majefty has in confequence
appointed General Moellendorf.

To give a {pecimen of the malverfa-
tions attributed to the Jew Wartenberg,
which it is faid were highly furpaffed by
his predeceflors, the following trait is
cited. He made up clothing, for a regi-
ment of foot, without having milled the

() The Author doubtlefs alludes to his memorial,
which will be found at the end of this volume. T

cloth.
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e¢loth. The coats were fo tight that
they fcarcely would button on the men.
The firft day they were worn by the regi-
ment there happened a heavy fhower.
The quarter-mafter faid that, if the fol-
diers pulled off their regimentals, they
never could put them on again j accord-
ingly they were commanded to lie all
night in their clothes, and dry them upon
their backs.

The next is an example of another
kind, and chara&eniftic of Frederic 1L
One of the cafh-keepers of Wartenberg
ftole eighty thoufand crowns. The gene-
ral informed the King, and waited his
commands! Frederic replied he had no-
thing to fay to the matter, for he was
for his own part determined not to lofe
the money. Wartenberg underftood this
jargon, aflembled all the army clothiers,
and requefted they would divide the lofs,
under pain of being no more employed.
The clothiers criedy curfed, lamented their
wretched deftiny, and fubfcribed. War-
tenberg wrote to the King that the mo-
ney was again in the military cheft. Fre-

deric
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deric fenit a very fevere anfwer, and con
cluded his letter by telling him---¢ Thig
¢ was the laft time he fhould be par=
¢ doned.”

Private anecdotes continue much the

fame. The general report is that the
King 1s to efpoufe Mademoifelle Vofs
with the left-hand; a German mode of
ennobling courtezans, invented, by pliant
courtiers and complaifant priefts, to fave
appearances, fay they. This lady ftill
- continues a mixture of prudery and cy-
nifme (o), affeGtation and ingenuoufnefs.
She can find underftanding only in the
Englifh, whofe language the {peaks tole-
rably well. .

Manftem is fufpected to be the author
of fome of the intended changes in the
army, the purport of which is to better
the condition of the foldier, and the {fub-
altern, at the expence of the: captain. I
repeat, this laft is a formidable cohort;
and that innevations of fuch a kind re-

(¢) We know no fuch word. Perhaps from Kvw, or
from Kuwv 3 the metaphorical and leaft offenfive tranfla-
tion of which may be coguetry, T,

quire
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quire great forefight, and inflexible forti-
tude. Prince Henry, who is profoundly
filent, in public, concerning all operations,
will very warmly take part with the army,
thould it find caufe of complaint, and
hopes thus to regain what, by his excef~
five haughtinefs, he has loft. Butthear-
my ariftocracy know him too well to con-
fide in him; they know that the Girons ()
have been, and will always continue with
him, the fovereign arbiters ; that, when
circumftances have obliged him to feek
the aid of men of merit, he has always
found their prefence a burthen, which
his crazy frame has fhaken off as foon as
poflible; that, in fine, his day is ended,
with refpeét to war, and that he is odi-
ous to the miniftry.

It {feems one Count Bruhl is chofen
governor of the Prince Royal; and no-

(p) This word has a meaning too offenfive to be
tranflated.  If the reader has unfortunately ever heard
of the moft contemptible of wretches, and the moft
unnatural of crimes, he may then be his own interpre-
tere. T,

thing
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thing better proves the -influence of Bi-
thopfwerder than this eternal preference
of Saxons, Gount Bruhl, fon of the
oftentatious fatrap of the fame name (g),
brother of the grand mafter of the
Saxon artillery, amiable, well informed,
really ot pretendedly believing in the re-
veries of the myftics, with little of the
foldier, yet willing to profit by circum=
ftances and to enter the military career
with gigantic ftrides—this Count I fay
demands to enter the fervice as a lieute-
nant-general ; a thing unheard of in the
Pruffian army, and which will caufe in-
finite difcontent. S

An interdict has lately been iffued,
prohibiting the difcount of bills at the
bank ; which is very wife in theory, but
here accompanied by great inconveniences
in practice; for either the bank or the

() Who was page to Auguftus II. of Saxony,
prime minifter to Auguftus III. favourite to his con-
fort, hated by the late King of Pruffia, arid who had
the greateft number of coats, waiftcoats, &c. of any
man in the world. T, '

 Vor. 11, E King
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King muft pay the intereft of two and a
half per cent for about feventeen millions
of crowns, which is the amount of the
capital of and the money brought into
the bank, in a country where monied
men find no means of employing their
capitals. The bank cannot pay this two
and a half per cent, without becoming
burthenfome to the King, except by dif-
counting bills of exchange; and it will
hereafter be the lefs able, if the mari-
time company, founded as I have before.
faid on {o frail a bafis, and obliged to di-
vide at leaft ten per cent to the proprie-
tors, fhould lofe any one of its moft
beneficial exclufive privileges; that of
wood, for example; and fhould not be
able to afford the bank, to which the
maritime fociety pays five per cent for all
the money it there borrows, the fame
fources of profit, which have hitherto
been open.

Firft P. S. 'The minifter Schulemburg
has refigned ; his refignation is not yet

accepted.
d The
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“The King yefterday fupped with his
daughter, Mademoifelle Vierey— (the in-
timate friend of Mademoifelle Vofs, and
placed by her in his daughter’s fervice
fince his acceflion to the throne)—and
the well-beloved. Hence it fhould {feem
that the romance draws toward a con-
chufion.

It is more than ever Certain the King
tranfaéts no bufinefs, and that he is mad
after pleafure. ‘The fecrets of the palace
on this fubje@ are very ill kept indeed;
and nothing as I think can better prove
the feeblenefs of the mafter, the little
awe in which he is held, and the worth-
leflnefs of his creatures.

Second P. 8. The King is fo terrified,
by the univerfal clamour which the
capitation tax has excited, that it is re-
nounced. Some of his intimates to-day
{poke to me of fubftitutes; but what can
be expefted from an avaricious and
weak prince, whom two days murmur-
ing have caufed to retreat, and to whom

Fa we
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we can only fay — ¢ Tax the eftates of
¢ the nobility, and lend out fome of
¢ your millions; that you may procure
¢ the intereft which nations in debt are
“ obliged to pay.”

L E Te
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LETTER XLIX,

November 21/, 1786,

TH ERE are fufpicions, which are
daily ftrengthened, of a {ecret negotiation
between the Emperor and Pruffia; or at
leaft that propofitions have been made,
either by the firft or reciprocally, on
which deliberations are held. I neither
have the money nor the requifite means
to difcover what they are. An ambaffa-
dor can effeét any thing of this kind, and
with impunity. But, though I even
poflefled the great engine of corruption,
what danger fhould I not be in, fhould I
fet'it in motion? I have no credentials,
dire&t or indire®. An aét of authority
might difpofe of me and my papers, in an
inftant; and I fhould be ruined, here and
elfewhere, for my too inconfiderate zeal,
‘Spur on your ambaffador therefore, or
Haften to oppofe to this puiffant coalition,
which pothing could refift on this fide

F3 of
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of the Rhine, the {yftem of union with
England, the bafis of which you have
traced out, and which fhall be the {alva-
tion of the world. Think on Poland, I
conjure you. What they have done (if
they did not extend their acquifitions it
was in fa& becaufe they would not)
they will again do, .and that even with-
out the intervention of Ruffia; of that
fleeping giant, who waking may change
the face of the globe,

In truth, it 1s the coolnefs between the
two imperial courts which moft confirms
the fufpicions af a new fyftem. All that
I can imagine, concerning its foundation,
1s that its pretext is the eletion of a
King of the Romans, and its purport a
ftri¢t alliance, which fhall deftroy the
Germanic confederation, . As this ecanfe-
deration was the wark of the King, ;;,hije
Prince of Pruffia, or as he withes to be-
lieve it his, and a5 he regards it as a man
ter-pigce, it may be doubted whether the
Emperor will fucceed. But, if the news
of _ yefterday be true, there is ;a é;rcé,t
point gained. Advice is received that

the
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the Elerefs Palatine is beyond hope.
Should fhe die, the EleGtor would marry
again on the morrow, and affairs may
and muft affume a different face. If I
am not miftaken, it is difficult to refleét
too ferioufly on this fubjeét. For my
own part, unlefs my inftruétions and my
means are amplified, I only can obferve,
according to the beft of my power, the
internal alts of government, and the
court. ,

The reafon that Count Schulemburg,
one of the minifters of ftate, has de-
manded to retire is, in part, that he was
charged to carry the capitation tax: into
execution, which he neither concelived
nor approved, and which he truly re-
garded as a very unpopular, if not a very
odious office. ‘This minifter, a man of
underftanding, and who would have
again been at the head of affairs if at his
firft caufe of difguft, he had determined
to refign his place, is infinitely difagree-
able to the domeftic agents. The long
favour he has enjoyed, his rapid fortune,
and his watchful perfpicacity, have an-

F 4 gered
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gered or difturbed all his rivals. Nei-
ther is he one of thofe pliant inftruments
that will bend into any form. The in-
capacity of moft of the other minifters
afforded him the pretence of being obfti-
nate in opinion. The abfurdities of the
courtiers, not to fay their extravagant
follies, embolden him to return that
contempt which the reputation of his
abilities incites with ufury. For what
will not {fuch. a reputation eradicate, efpe-
cially in a country where men are fo
fcarce? But if, as it is faid (I have not
yet had time to verify the faét), there be
a coalition between Struenfee and Wel-
ner, Schulemburg is undone, for they
will no longer ftand in need of him. As
he made illrefs his pretence, the King in
a very friendly letter only accepted his
refignation per nterim, and on condition
that his fignature thould fan&ion what-
ever related to his department.

Meantime the Aulic () fyftem, that
of myfticifm, and the favour of the myf-

(r) Aulic, i. e. Court.

tics
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tics are continued, or rather increafed
and adorned. ,The Duke of Weimar ar-
rived here laft night. He has the apart»
ments of the Duke of Brunfwic, at the
palace., This Prince, the great apoftle
of the fafhionable fect, and of whom I
{poke in my difpatches from Brunfwic
and Magdeburg, had long had the cha-
racter of being only an arbiter elegantiarum;
a zealous promoter of letters and arts; an
ceconomift by fyftem, and a {pendthrift
by temperament. I fome months fince
fufpeéted him of military enthufiafm. It
is now avowed. He comes to enter into
the Pruffian fervice. Such generals will
never renew the war of feven years.

In other refpeéts, affairs continue the
fame. The King invited himfelf to {fup
with Prince Henry to-day. The Prince,
who continues his awkward plans, ftifling
his.pent-up rage, has informed the fo-
reign ambafladors that the doors of his
palace wouldbe opened every Monday, and
that, if they thought proper to form
card-parties there, he fhould receive them
- with pleafure. He withes to change the
cuftom
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cuftom which, hitherto, has prohibited
all who appertain to the Corps Diploma-
*tique from eating with princes of the
blood, and infenfibly to invite them to
his {uppers, His credit is at the loweft
ebbj yet I fill believe, would he per-
{evere in filence, abftain from all preten-
fions, impatience, and avidity of power,
he would highly embarrafs the oppofite
party, and would at length be triumph-
ant,

Murmurs become general againft the
obfcure agents of the cabinet; and the
nobility, now neglected to make room
for the Saxons, would be better pleafed
to behold a prince at the head of admini-
{tration, than ob{cure clerks, who never
can acquire’ great and acknowledged
fortunes, except by great changes, Yet
the ariftocracy is little dependent on
fuch {ubalterns, and holds them in little
dread.

The Duke of Courland is foon to ar-
rive. As he is to be reimburfed confider-
able fums, it is to be prefumed that the
whole of the debts of the Heir Apparent,
7 | which’
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which it is not decent to have left un-
‘paid for feveral months after his accef~
fion, will then be difcharged, This fact,
combined with the fuppers of the pro-
cureffes, the number of which {uppers
increafes at the Princefs Frederica’s, and
for which purpofe her eftablifhment has
evidently been granted, ferioufly attaint

the moral charaéer of the King.
Madam de F # %, who would not de-
part for Warfaw without making fome
attempt, yefterday had a very gay audi-
ence of the King; an audience of anec-
dote, at which he complained of his tire-
fome trade, and was eapneft in his defires
that fhe fhould remain at Berlin; re~
proached her with having ftolen the por-
trait of Suck from him; and complained
to her of the impolitenefs and blunders
of the Prince de P * *, who thought his
very daughter, the Princefs Frederica,
ugly and flatternly. This continued an
hour, and probably, if Madam de F **
had come hither with greater precaution
and for a longer time, the might have
had fome fuccefs, But it is a being fo
perverfe,
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perverfe, {o avaricious, and {o dangerous,
that it is perhaps beft fhe fhould travel
with her talents elfewhere : to _P,aris, for
example, where fhe is known, where the
would not increafe licentiouinefs, and
never could obtain any important influ-
ence ; whereas, if admitted to the privy-
council of kings, {he might fet Europe in
flames, to obtain money, or even for her
own private diverfion, I took advantage
of the moment that fhe thought proper
to depart from the route I had traced
out, to reiterate my information that her
proceedings might have confequences
much more ferious than refult from
wounded vanity, and to declare I nq
longer fhould be a party concerned.

I. Becaufe it did not become me to rifk
my charaéter,- in an affair where my ad-
vice was not followed. '

II. And becaufe the ambition of ladies
has not, cannot have, the fame motives,
principles, proceedings, and conclufion,
as that of a man, who has a refpeé for
himf{elf.

Should fhe fucceed, which appears to

3 me
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me impoffible, fhe is too much in my
power to efcape my influence.

P.S. Lord Dalrymple it is reported
is recalled, and Ewart remains at the
head of the embaflay without a fuperior.
Dalrymple is 2 man of honour, and fenfe;
fometimes wearifome, becaufe he is con-
tinually wearied, but endowed with more
underftanding than will be believed, by
thofe who have not carefully obferved
him; and alfo with generous, liberal, and
fixed principles. If pacific coalition be
fincerely intended, it is neceffary to bring
Dalrymple ambaffador to Paris. With
refpect to Ewart, I believe the cabinet at
St. James’s finds it convenient to main-
tain a {fpy here, who is the intimate
friend of one minifter, and the fon-in-
law of another. But what can be al-
leged in excufe of the cabinet of Berlin,
that fhall tolerate fuch an incumbrance?
This is but public report, which I fuf-
pect. '

Commiffions of enquiry begin to be
fathionable: one bas lately been appointed

' to
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to examine the monopoly of fugars. ‘The
people of Hamburg offered to fupply the
fame articles at lefs than half price.
Another to examine the cloth manu-
factory. _
Another the wood monopoly, which is
to be reduced to half its prefent price
(independent of the fuppreflion of the
company, by which it is furnifhed). But
how ? By what means? The change is
affuredly one of the moft urgent, and the
moft profitable that could be made for
the country; but the abolition of all thefe
monopolies, {ugar excepted, which 1Is
granted to an individual (s), fuppofes the
deftruétion of the maritime company,
that ftrange firm, which has promifed

(s) Splittgerber and Co. who had not only the mo-
nopoly of all the refining houfes, but alfo a foundery
for mufkets, fmall arms, {word-blades, &c. &c. a manu-
faltory for hard-ware, cutlery, &c. &c. and another for
braziery; allmonopolies that have exifted for many years;
and all granted by Frederic II. the King who is fo em:
phatically, and fo falfely, held up as the mirror of wif-
dom, and the demi-god to whom future ages are to
erect flatues, build temples, burn incenfe, fall down and
adore. T.

the
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the proprietors a dividend of ten per
cent, be circumftances what they may.
This fantaftic fuperftruéture cannot be
pulled down, unlefs by a very able hand,
without rifk of danger from its ruins.
Therefore, in his letter to the minifter
Schulemburg, the King renounces this
proje&, and commands that it thould be
contradi¢ted in all the public papers.
What a fluctuation of plans, orders, and
intentions ! What poverty of power and
of means!

L & T=
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LETTER L.

November 24th, 1786,

COU NT Hertzberg has made a néw
attempt to interfere in the affairs of Hol=
land, which had been interdiéted him by
the King, and has prefented a memorial
on the {ubjeé, in which he pretends to
prove that crowned heads have feveral
times ftood forth as mediators, between
the States and the Stadtholder; and that
the infidious reply of France ftated that
as fa¢t which was in difpute. Prince
Henry believes this memorial has pros
duced fome effet. I have my reafons
for being of a different opinion ; however
I informed him that, if he could procure
me a copy, its futility fhould foon be de-
monftrated. I doubt whether he has
even thus much power.
Here let mg remark, we are reconciled.
I refufed twq invitations, and he has
made every km(fof advance to me, which
decorum

Sree
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decorum requires I fheuld receive with
politenefs:

The-journey of the Duke of Weimar
certainly had no other end but that of
his admiffion 1nto the Pruflian {fervice,
which is to ftrengthen the rifing fame of
the Germanic confederation. This Prince
in reality warmly proteéts the fyftem of
thofe who find, in the depth of their
myftical -abilities, rules for governing a
kingdom. The favour in which thefe
{yftems are held” contitiually increafes in
fervour, or rather is become vifible, for
it never was cool. ‘The brother of the
Margrave of Baden, a fafhionable enthu-
fiaft, has a natural {fon, for whom he
wifhes to provide. This is the great af-
fair of which he is come hither pérfon-
ally to treat; and he has met-a miracu-
loufly kind welcome.

Bufinefs is not quite fo well. There
is fo much confufion, in domeftic affairs,
that the King only iffues money on ac-
count, to the various officers of the
houfehold. It is determined that all his
debts, while Prince of Pruffia, -are to be

Vor. IL. G paid ;
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paid ; that the Priice Royal thall have an
eftablithment, and a table of ten covers;
that the Ptincefs Frederica thall have an-
other, equal to the eftablithment of the
Queen ; and that the petiod, when thefe
arrangements are to take place, is to be
after the ftatements of expence have been
formed.

The army is difcontented.

I. Becaufe the King appears on the
parade only once a week.

II. Becaufe commiffions of major and
lieutenant-colonel are multiplied to fatiety
(For example, all the captains who have
been in aftual {fervice have obtained
them. This is the fecond chapter of
titles, and patents of nobility, by {cores.)
a favour which never was formerly grant-
ed; not even at the folicitation of the
greateft princes (2).

III. Becaufe much is talked of, little
done; becaufe that few are punifhed, and
little is required ; and, in a word, becaufe

ft) Rank in the Pruffian fervice was formerly con-
fined to feniority, T.

that "
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that the army does not now, as formerly,
abforb the whole attention of the Sove-
reign.

It does not appear that Manftein di-
minifhes the credit of the aide de camp
Goltz, who 1s become a Count, and who,
in what relates to military affairs, has
evidently more influence than his rivals.
He has great abilities, without having
fuch as are neceflary to that place;
which, in faét, is equivalent to that of
minifter for the war department.

It is {ubjeét of aftonithment, to the
few men of obfervation who are attentive
to whatever may lead to a knowledge of
the moral charater of the new King,
that he fhould behave fo coldly to one
of his aides de camp named Boulet, whom
I have before feveral times mentioned.
Boulet is a French refugee, of no fupe-
rior underftanding; an honeft man, with
little ambition ; a very ordinary engineer,
though here a diftinguithed one, becaufe
here there are none. He has been
twenty years attached to the monarch,
but never was admitted a party in his fe-

G 2 cret
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cret pleafures, which were formerly al-
moft neceffary, to fupport the folitude of
Potfdam, and the hatred of the late King,
He neither increafes nor diminithes in
favour, and his influence is almoft a
nullity. Such a repugnance for a man of
fome confequence, in his profeffion, and
who neither can offend nor difguft, is
enigmatical,

It is nearly certain that the capitation
plan will be reje¢ted. 'This hafty expedi-
ent would not have been a fubftitute equal
to their wants. But you muft feel how
much {o many variations will diminifh all
confidence in the fubaltern and con-
cealed adminiftrators, who aét inftead of
minifters ; and how every circumﬁénce
concurs to render a prime minifter necef-
fary. Nothing {eems determined on ex-
cept a defire to change. There is no fyf-
tem; for I cannot call the vague defire
of eafing the people by that term; nor
any regular plans, formed from know-
ledge, examination, and refleétion.:

None of the difficulties, for example,
had been forefeen that arife from the

{up-
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fuppreflion of the ‘monopoly and ad-
miniftration of tobacco, which afforded
an afylum to twelve hundred invalids,
army f{ubalterns, and even lieutenants.
Thefe invalids muft live, and be main-
tained by the King: Nor is this all.
Shares in the tobacco company originally
coft a thoufand crowns, and brought
eleven per cent; the price afterward rofe
to fourteen hundred crowns. The con-
tract granted by the late King was to be
in force ‘to the year 1793. Should the
King buy in thefe fhares, at a thoufand
crowns each, this would be unjuft; fince
they have been purchafed at fourteen
hundred, on the faith of a contraét of
which feven years are unexpired. If he
fhould pay intereft for them, at the rate
of eight per cent, till the year 1793, he
muft then himfelf become a lofer,
Would it not have been better not to
have -made any change, till the contraét
thould expire of itfelf; or till he had
found a proper fubftitute? The effets
which are the reprefentatives of the capi-
tal confift in utenfils, warehoufes, houfes,

G 3 carriages,
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earriages, &c. &c. Thefe cannot all be
fold without lofs, which muft Lkewife
fall on the King. The monopoly was
burthened with penfions, beftowed on
perfons by whom they had been merited;
oor, if you pleafe, obtained for that very
affair which paid thofe penfions (#).—
They muft hereafter be difcharged by
fome other fund, &c. &c.

Heaven forbid I fhould pretend fuch
difficulties ought not to be furmounted!
Improvement would then nevet be ac-
complifhed. But they ought to have
been forefeen, which they have not; fo
that the public only perceives, in this
fupprefiion, a real evil in return for an
unafked good. This mania to under-
fell the fmugglers, or to deftroy illicit
trade, if great care be not taken, will be
more injurious to the people than the

(#) The author is here, as in many other places,
obfcure.  The meaning moft probably is that they
were penfions granted in return for the fums that were
rifked, at the eftablifhment of the monopoly. T,

trade
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trade itfelf was to the ftate (»). Oppofi-
tion to contraband trade ought to be the
confequence of one comprehenfive {yf-
tem; and thofe are fhort-fighted views
which endeavour to correét partial abufes,
that appertain to the general vices of
adminiftration. The refining of fugar,
the fabricating of arms, filk, gauze, ftuffs,
cloths, in a word, whatever relates to in-
duftry, all are direfted by regulations de-
ftruétive to commerce. But may all this
vanifh by a fingle a&t of volition ? Im-
poflible ; without producing convulfions
in the ftate. And thus are truth and
benevolence difcredited, anq kings difcou-
raged. Woe to him who Puﬂs down
without precaution.

The principles of the two kings, con-
cerning their perfonal dignity, appear to
be fo different as to give room for reflec-
tion, relative to this country. When
Frederic II. eftablithed the coffee mono-
poly, the citizens of Potfdam were daring

(#) In what does the difference hetwsen the ftate and
the people confift? The queftion is afked to induce
the young, not the well informed, reades to refleét. T.

G 4 enough
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encugh to load a cart with coffee-pots,
and coffee-mills, to drive it through the
town and overturn it into the river. Fre-
deric, who was a {peéétator of this bur-
lefque proceffion, opened his window and
laughed heartily. Here we have an
anecdote of him whom they call the Ti-
berius of Pruffia. The following is an-

other of the Pruffian Titus.
The day before yefterday, the clerk of
a merchant, named Olier, was imprifoned;
and he was not informed, till the morn-~
ing after, that the caufe of his imprifon-
ment was fome trifling {peech, relative to
the King; and that, thould he commit a
fimilar offence, the dungeon would give
a good account of him! Such are. the
firft fruits of a gloomy internal admini-
ftration, of which the vanity and poverty
of mind of the King have been produc-
tive. What a foreboding of tyranny;
whether 1t be royal, or, which is worfe,
fubaltern! Under what circum{tances, and
in what a country! There where the maf-
ter, whofe vanity is {o irafcible, withes to
sppear good 3 and where there is no coun-
o terpoile
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terpoife to his power, in the public opi~
nion; for'the public has no opinion!

The commiffion of inquiry, fitting on
Launay, remains filent, retards its pro-
ceedlngs, forces or feeks for faéts, and
decides on nothing. Du Bofc is very in~
duftrious. Two merchants are arrived
from each province, who are to give their
advice, relative to the beft manneér of-
rendering trade flourithing. It is not
yet known here that, though merchants
only fhould be trufted with the execu-
tion of a commercial plan, they never '
thould be confulted, concerning a general
fyftem; becaufe their views and their
intereflts are always partial.  One of them
however has given advice which is very
fage, in the prefent ftate of affairs; and
that is to forbid the filk manufaétories,
which are all on the royal eftablifhment,
to make any but plain filks. Should
they determine fo to do, the King of
Pruffia may fupply Sweden, Poland and
a part of Ruffia.

The Princefs Elizabeth, the divorced

confort of the King, has requefted to
have
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have a place five miles from Berlinj and
that his Majefty would appoint the ladies
and gentlemen who fhall be her attend-
ants. It is fuppofed that the attempts
this Princefs makes have been fuggefted
to her by an adroit and intriguing officer;
but it is not the who will become formi-
dable to the Queen; though Ireally dare
not {ay {o much for Mademoifelle Vofs,
What muft be the deftiny of a country,
which foon is to be divided among priefts,
myftics, and proftitutes ?

In defpite of all my diligence to di-
vine what is 1n treaty with the court of
Vienna, I can only form conjectures.
However, when I refleét that the Pruf-
fian ambaffador to Auftria is an incapa-
ble perfon, Count Podewils; and that
the Emperor’s ambaffador, Prince Reufs,
has not altered his condu&; that Prince
Henry, though generally ill-informed,
would have fome pofitive intelligence, if
any thing pofitive had been done, and
that he has only vague {ufpicion, I
{carcely can believe any important or pro-
bable revolution is on the tapis. Did the

Prince
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Prince (Henry) poflefs but one of the
twenty wills of which he is compofed,
and which do not all form the equiva-
lent of a whole, fo that he could ex-
pend his money properly, and act with
confiftency, his fuperior information
muft give him a great afcendancy in the
cabinet,

But why do we not rid ourfelves of
this complication of political affairs, by
at once changing our foreign {yftem, and
breaking down the only oppofing bar~
rier? I mean to fay, by refpetable ar-
rangements, and fincere advances. Why
do we not ftifle commercial jealoufy, that
mother of national animofity, which has
filenced good fenfe, and pompoufly pre-
difted, fupported by the fophifms of mer-
cantile cupidity, that total ruin, whether
it be for France or England, muft be the
refult of the unfavourable balance to
which a freedom of trade could not fail to
give birth? Is it then fo difficult to de-
monftrate that the trade of France might
be. much more advantageous to Great

Britain
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Britain than that of any other country}
and wice verfa ® Who that will but open
his eyes will not fee the reafon ?—It is
in the will of nature, by which thofe
monarchies are nearer each other than
they are to other countries. The returns
of the trade which might be carried on,
between the fouthern coaft of England
and north weft of France, might take
place five or fix times a year, as in the
more internal commerce. The capital
employed in this trade might therefore,
in both countries, be produétive of five
or fix times its prefent quantity of induf-
try; and might afford employment and
fubfiftence to fix times as many inhabi-
tants, as the fame capital could effect in
moft other branches of foreign trade.
Between thofe parts of France and Great
Britain which are moft diftant from each
other, the returns might at leaft be
made once a year; and would confe-
quently be thrice as profitable as the trade,
formerly fo much vaunted, with North
America; in which the returns ufually
took place only once in three, and very fre-

quently
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quently only once in four or five years.—
The fage Smith afks,—¢ If we confider
¢ its population, wants, and wealth, 1s
¢ not France at leaft a market eight
¢ times more extenfive (for England),and,
¢ by reafon of its quick returns, twenty-
 four times more advantageous, than
“ ever was that of the Englith colonies
¢ of North America () It isnot lefs,
or rather, it is more evident that the trade
with Great Britain would be in an equal
degree ufeful to France, in proportion to
the wealth, population, and proximity of
the two countries. It would eventually
have the {ame {uperiority over that

(y) Either we have not been fortunate enough to
find the paffage the author quotes, or he has taken
the fenfe of various paflages. Smith fays—* A capi-
¢ tal employed in the home trade will fometimes make
« twelve operations, or be fent out and returned twelve
« times, before a capital employed in the fareign trade
¢ of confumption has made one. If the capitals are
« equal, ‘thercfore, the one will give four and twenty
“ times more encouragement, and fupport, to the in-
“« duftry of the couptry than the other.” Smith’s
Wealth of Nations, vel. ii. p. 61. edit. 1786.

which



[ 94 ]

which France has made with her colo-
nies. Oh, human folly! What labours
do we undertake to deprive ourfelves of
the benefits of nature! How prodigious
a difference between that trade, which
the politics of the two nations have
thought it right to difcourage, and that
which has been the moft favoured l—
It appears to me that a work which
thould develope thefe ideas, and which
begin no longer to be thought mon-
ftrous by the Englith, would be very
ufeful, and could not be entrufted to a
man of too great abilities.

P. S. I have circumftantial evidence
that the King 1s more than ever igdo-
lent. Letters are anfwered in eight or
ten days, and in a more long and care-
ful manner than under the late King;
which fufficiently proves that fecretaries
have great interference.  Yet what muft
we fay of a cabinet in which the King
never acts, although it is mmpoflible to
cite any minifter whofe influence has
effected fuch or fuch a thing? Even

4 into
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into the affembly of the general direc~
tory, which fits twice a week, the King
never comes. And this is the king who
wifhes to change the fifcal {yftem! None
but a Hercules can cleanfe the Augean

ftables.

L. E T=
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LETTER LL

November 28th, 1786,

PEOPLE are not agreed concerning
the kind of fervices which the commit~
tee of merchants, convoked from the
different provinces, may render govern~
ment. Thefe good folks are highly af-
tonifthed to hear themfelves confulted on
affairs of ftate; for there is as great a
diftance between them and Mont-Au-
douin and Prémores as there is between
the Pruflian minifters and our Sully and
Colbert. The queftion thould be to re-
verfe the general and fundamental fyf-
tem, and they {eek only palliatives. ‘The
blood is infeéted, and, inftead of purify-
ing it, they endeavour but to heal this or
that ulcer. They will inflame the gan-
orene, and render the virus more en-
venomed.

There are great difputes concerning

the manufaétures. But, good God!
ought
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ought they to begin with thefe? And,
Thould they well and clearly have deter-
mined which were neceffary to preferve,
and which to negle&, ought they not,
before they prefcribe rules, to afflume as
a datum—that Berlin is not a place for
manufictures 3 becaufe that the dearnefs
of labour, local and national inc¢onveni~
ences, &c. &c. are there united; and be=
caufe that the eftablithment of manufac~
tures muft there become a difaftrous ex~
travagance? for which reafon the manu-
faCturers themfelves carry on a contra~
band trade, and {ell French for Pruffian
ftuffs. As they have no competitors,
they affix what price they pleafe on their
merchandize ; and, as nothing is eafier
than to {muggle, they take a part of
their goods to the fairs of Frankfort,
which they fell or do not fell, as it Thall
happen, and purchafe Lyons filks, to,
which they affix Berlin ftamps, and en=-
ter them without any other precaution,
or the leaft ritk; fince the cuftom-houfe
officers of the barriers, who are invalids
either of the court or army, cannot dif-

VYor. IL H tinguifh
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tinguith. whether what is thewn them be
taffety or fattin; ftill lefs, whether it be
woven at Lyons or Berlin. This city nei-
ther poflefles induftry, emulation, tafte,
genius, nor money, to effeét fuch changes.
Another age, and I know not how many
tranfitions among the Germans, are ne-
ceflary for them to imitate that luxury of
embellithment, for which they have the
folly to with. Incapable of choefing, be-
tween that which is poffible and proper
and that which is chimerical and injuri-
ous, without means, principles, or {yi-
tem, the prefent attempts of thefe meny
to which €hey owe their ephemerical ex-
Htence, will have no other effeét than
that of leading, the King firft, and after-
ward the vulgar and the foolifh, te be-
lieve that the evil is irreparable.

The inheritance of the margraviate
of Schwedt is an affair at this moment
which, in other hands, might have im-
portant confequences. The Margrave
approaches his end. After the partition
of Poland, the late King wrote to his
brother, Prince Henry, that he was de-

firous
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Yirous of be{’(owmg on him a. peculiar
tnark, of his frlendihlp and gratitude, for
the fervice he had rendered the State.
Frederic thought he fhould have rid him-
felf of his promlfe by a ftatue; but he
‘Wwas privately given to underftand that
fame was left to the care of pofterity, and
that the prefent queftion was an increafe
of poffeflion. A few months afterward,
the Margrave of Schwedt; brother of the
prefent Margrave, died; the King feized
the occafion to releafe himfelf from his
word: In a very authentic patent, and
at a long term, he conferred. on Prince
Henry the reverfion of the margraviate,
on condition that he fhould difcharge
all the burthens with which this great
fief is loaded: Frederic dies, and his {uc-
ceffor declares that all furvivances, and
donagioﬁs in _futaro, &c. are null, and that
he will not confirm them. Prince Henry
finds. himfelf among the number of thofe
on whom reverfions were beftowed.
There is little probability thefe lands will
be given hint. The queftion is, will he
or will he not have any compenfation ?

H 2 Prince
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Prince Henry certainly has pretences
to exclaim againft ingratitude, and ex-
claim he will. ‘There it will end. Me-
lancholy mad at one moment, he will rave
the next; and thus, giving vent to his
griefs, will fave his life; for mute afflic-
tion only is dangerous.

Thofe however, who are not among
his partifans, will obferve this proceeding
with the greater inquietude; becaufe it
begins to appear that even the perfonal
promifes of the King are fufceptible of
wavering. I {poke to you in one of my
difpatches of the reftitution of fome bail-
liages, to the Duke of Mecklenburg,
which had beent promifed, to the envoy of
the Duke, by the King himf{elf. He has
fince withdrawn, or at leaft {ufpended,
his promife. So much facility in depart-
ing from recent engagements, combined
with the clamours of the people, and the
exclufive contraéts, that are trodden un~
der foot without pity, appear to be but
ill omens. It has been inferted, for ex-
ample, by command, in the public papers,
—¢ That the King declares to all the

| ) ¢ army



[ 101 }

¢ army tlothiers that, from paternal mo-
¢ tives,”-—all of which have been an-
nounced with emphafis,as you will fee
in every gazette—¢ the King annuls
¢ their contraéts; even thofe that had
“been recently confirmed.” Which
claufe is the more gratuitoufly odious,
and abfurd, as he had not confirmed
any onc; he therefore need not have
taken the trouble folemnly to inform his
fubjeéts that he knew very well how,
when occafion fhould ferve, folemnly to
break his word.

The King {poke to me yefterday con=
cerning the woollen manufaétory. 1en-
deavoured to make him underfland that,
before we pulled down our houfe, we
fhould know where to find a lodging, or
how we might difpofe of the ruins. He
anfwered me langhing, * Oh! Schmits
¢ is your banker.” (He 1s the contraétor
for this manufaétory.) ¢ Very true, Sire,”
replied I; ¢but he has not hitherto
¢ made me a prefent of the money which
¢ has been remitted me through his
¢ hands,” This may fhew you what

H3 engines
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engines are fet at work, to keep me 3? A
diftance. The following is a more cir=
cumftantial proof.

1 was fix days very ill, and did not
make my appearance at court, which I
the lefs regretted becaufe that nothing is
learned in fuch grand company. The
day before yefterday, the King faid, at
his Lotto, ¢ Where is the Qount de * * ¥}
« It is an age fince I faw him.” ¢ Thatis
¢ not aftonifhing, Sire,’ faid one of the
houfehold. ¢ He paffes his time at the
¢ houfe of Struenfee; with Meffrs. Bief-
¢ ter and Nicolal.™—You muft underftand
that Biefter and Nicolai are two learned
Germans, who have written much agamnft
Lavater and the myftics; that they
never enter the houfe of, nor are
they as I believe perfonally acquainted
with Struenfee. The intention wasto
lead the King to fuppofe I was an antis
myftic.

The appointment of Count Charles
Bruhl, to the place of governor of the
Prince Royal, has made the party more
than ever triumphant.  To the merit of

2 apper-
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appertaining to that honourable {e&,
Count Leppel, the moft incapable and ri-
diculous of men, is indebted for his Swe-
dith embafly; as are Baron Doernberg
for favours of every kind, Prince Frede-
ric for his intimacy, the Duke of Wei-
anar, the brother of the Margrave of
Baden, and the Prince of Deffau for their
fuccefs, and the courtiers that furround
the King for their influence and favour,
It looks like a tacit confederacy ; and
that there is a determination to admit
none but proved and ferveat feftaries
mto 4dminiftration. No one daies com=
bat them ; every body bows before them,
The flaves of the court and the city, wha
were not the firft to yield, mutter difap~
probation, and by degrees will range
themfelves on the fide of the prevailing
party.

There is no parafite, however great,
that attempts to excufe the proftitution
of titles, patents of nobility, ribbands,
academical places, and military promo-
t;ons, which dally is aggravated, Seven-

H4 teen
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teen majors, for example, have been
made, merely in acquittal of vague and
inconfiderate promifes; and that there
may be the femblance of recolleéting,
at Jitle expence, hopes that had been
given, when every /litle aid was ac-
ceptable.

The King makes himfelf too public
not to talk very idly. It would be bet«
ter that, at the commencement of a reign,
the Pruffian Monarch fhould not find
time daily to have a tireflome concert, or
a more languid Lotto; efpecially when
the world knows the nothings, or the
worfe, that employ his mornings. He
more and more, every day, conftitutes
himfelf the redreffor of the wrongs com-
mitted by his uncle. Thofe colonels or’
generals that were difmiffed return to the
army with promotions, or appointments,
that recompenfe their fufferings, The
counfellors that formerly were degraded,
concerning the affair of the miller Ar-
nold, have been reinftated in their func-
tions, To fay the truth their punifh-

ment
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ment was one of the moft iniquitous of
the a&ts (=) of Frederic II, But his prin-

cipal

(2) We aqught to read priwvate adts.— Arnold held 2
mill of Count Schmettau ; and, being in arrear for
feveral years rent, the mill was feized and fold, Ar-
nold Jaid a falfe complaint againlt one Gerfdorf, for
having robbed him of the water by which his mill had
been fupplied, and his family maintained, The King
ordered the fentence, that had condemned Arnold to
Jofe his mill for the payment of arrears, to be revifed.
His orders were obéyed. The judgment was con-
firmed. Without proper. examination, the King fent
for the judges, deprived them of their places, con-
_demned them to pay the cofts of Arnold, fentenced
Gerfdorf to 'ref’cqfe the water or build a wind-mill,
fent them to the prifon for malefallors, ordered Baron
Zedlitz to fee punifhment inflited or to beware of
punifhment hirﬁfelf, ruined them all, and, without
hearing him, commanded his Grand Chancellor, Furft,
who came to prove that he could not be guilty becaufe
he had no concern in the trial, #o march ! and degraded
him from all his dignities. The falts were, that the
pond of Gerfdorf, which Arnold affirmed had been
dug to his detriment, had been a pond for ages; that
Gerfdorf was neither his landlord nor his profecutor,
but Schmettau; that Arnold adtually paid no rent 3
and that the proofs of the legality of the fentence, by
which he had been caft, were evident to all the Judges,
none
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cipal victim, the Chancellor Furft, has
hitherto been forgotten.  His great age
indeed

pone of whom could have any intereft in giving a falfe
judgment. This at of tyranny was echoed with apy
plaufe through all Europe, and among others by the
Englith newfpapers, magazines, annhual regifters, &c.
moft of which, with equal piety and patriotifm, hoped
in good time to fee juftice thus righteoufly adminiftered
in England,

Another example of this great King’s love of liberty,
humanity, and the rights of mankind, as has been the
eternal aflertion of near half a century, was as follows,
~—A peafant, named Havenbrook, had a law-fuit for 2
piece of ground with another peafant, of the name of
Merten, in which the latter was caft, Merten, a re-
vengeful man, was continually trefpaffing and driving
his cattle on this ground. One morning, Merten be-
ing on the premifes with cattle, Havenbrook fent his
fon, a youth of nineteen, to turn him off ; they came
to blows, and unfortunately Merten, the aggreflor, wag
killed. Young Havenbrook was tried, and condemned,
for manflaughter, to three years imprifonment; a fen-
tence fufficiently rigorous. 'The upright, the humane
Frederic, who was himfelf too the author of all the
laws the kingdom was allowed to poflels, wrote under
the fentence—< Are ye judges, ftudied and learned in
% the Taws, and are ye not athamed of fuch a fentence ?

“lg
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indeed will not permit him to occupy
any poft. But fome folemn mark of
good-will; fome flattering recompenfe
of ftriét juftice, while fo many other
recompenfes are granted, which are fa-
vours that are often more than fufpici-
pus—would this be impoffible ? |

Under the late reign, the mines folely
depended on the minifter of that depart-
ment. An arrangement has juft been
made, according to which four tribunals,
ereted in the provinces, greatly mode-
rate his authority; and this was very
neceffary, in a country where the public
right of the mines was the moft revolt-
ing tyranny, But the arrangement does
not announce the difgrace of Heinitz.
He has, on the contrary, had feveral new
departments committed to his charge
within this fortnight; and particularly
fome that belonged to Schulemburg.. It
is a part of the plan to reftore all things

«Ir 1s my WILL that, according to reafon and-the
«Jlaws of . ture, his body fhall be beheadgd, and des
®nooeo s Sharid)? T,

to
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to the ftate in which they were left by
Frederic William in 1740. This critie
ciim on the laft reign may be vengeance
dearly purchafed. At leaft it is neceflary
to be confiftent; and, fince the grand
directory has been reftored according to
its firft inftitution, it ought not to be
left in indolence, and in a ftate of hu-
miliating infufficiency, The difmiffion
of the minifter Gaudi 1s reported, who is
the man by whom govérnmcnt might
beft profit, if he were employed. This
confpiracy againft capacity and know-
ledge, with good reafon, alarms thofe
who know the perfons that infpire predie
Jetion. -

If I am not miftaken, there is here, at
this moment, an acquifition to be made,
worthy of the King of France: and M.
de Colonne is the very man who ought
to lay the propofal before his Majefty.
The illuftrious La Grange, the greateft
mathematician that has appeared fince
Newton, and who, by his underftanding
and genius, s the man in all Europe
who has moft aftonithed me; La

Grange,
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Grange, the moft fage, and perhaps the
only true practical philofopher that has
ever exifted ; worthy to be commended
for the pertinacious calmnefs of his mind,
his manners, and his conduét; in a word
a man affeionately refpected, by the
{mall number of men whom he would
admit to be of his acquaintance; this La
Grange has lived twenty years at Berlin;
whither he was invited, in his youth,
by the late King, to fucceed Euler, who
had himf{elf pointed him out as the only
man proper to be his fucceffor. He is
much difgufted ; filently, but irremedi-
ably difgufted ; becaufe that his difguft
originates in contempt. The paflions, bru-
talities, and lunatic boaftings of Hertz-
berg; the addition of fo many with
whom La Grange cannot, as academi-
ciansy, without blufhing, affociate; the
very prudent dread of feeing himfelf held
in painful fufpenfe, between the philofo-
phic repofe which he regards as the firft
good and that refpeét which he owes
himf{elf, and which he will not fuffer to
be infulted; all induce him to retire from

a country
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a' country where the crime of being 4
foreigner is not to be forgiven, and where
he will not fupport an exiftence which
will only be tolerated. It cannot be
doubted but that he would willingly ex-
change the fun and the coin of Pruffia,
for the fun and the coin of France, the
only country on earth where men pay
homage to the genius of {cience, and
confer lafting fame (2); the only country
where La Grange, the grandfon of &
Frenchman, and who gratefully recol-
lects that we have made him known to
Europe, would delight to live, if he muft
renounce his old friends and the. abode
of his youth. Prmce Cardito di Laffre-
'do, ambaflador from Naples to Copen-
hagen, has made him the handfomeft of-
fers, in the name of his fovereign. He
has received prefling invitations from the
Grand Duke, and the King of Sardinia.
But all thefe propofals would eafily be
forgotten, if put in competition with

(a) Surely it is neither prejudice nor illiberality, €
sepeat the words national vanity, in this place.  T.
Ours-



[ 1xx ]
ours. And will not the King of France
likewife, aided by a worthy comptroller~
generaly at the time when he would ex-
tend that empire of benevolence which
appertains to him alone—would not the
King of France endeavour to acquire a
‘man whofe merit is known to all Europe ?
La Grange here receives a penfion of fix
thoufand livres. And cannot the King
of France dedicate that fum to the firfk
mathematician of the age? Is it beneath
Louis XVIL. to invite a great: man, from
a miferable. academy; who is there mif-
underftood, mifallied, and thus, by the
moft noble warfare, to extirpate the only
literary. corps that has wreftled againft
his proper academies? Would not this
act of generofity be {uperior to thofe that
are ufually performed? France, with
pernicious policy, has. been the afylum
of princes, with whofe neceflities the was
burthened. Why will the not welcome
a great man, who would but add to her
worth ? Has fhe fo long enriched others
with her loffes, and will fhe not enrich
herfelf by others’ errors? In fine, to

: {peak
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fpeak of the minifter I lové; one Da
Boynes has given eighteen thoufand
livies a year, for a ufelefs place, to
one Bofcovich; a man defpifed by all
the learned of Europe, as a literary
quack of poor abilities ; and why will
not M. de Calonne gtant a penfion of
two thoufand crowns, to the firft man
in Europe of his clafs, and probably to
the laft great genius the mathematical
fciences fhall poffefs; the paffion for
which diminifhes, becaufe of the exs
ceflive difficulties that are to be fure
mounted, and the infinitely few means
of acquiring fame by difcovery?

I have the hope exceedingly at heart,
becaufe I think it a noble one, and bes
caufe I tenderly love the man. I en-
treat I may have an immediate anfwer;
for I own I have induced Mr. de la
Grange to fufpend his declarations, on
the propofitions that have been made
him, till he has heard what ours may
be. I need not repeat that—he whofe
hands are tied muft call for help.

L E T«
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LETTER LIIL

December 2ndy 1786,

O the 2gth, between one and two
o’clock, a perfon from Courland came to
me, and afked for the Baronde N * ¥, He
faid he was charged with fome fecret
commiflion, and delivered him a letter
from Mr. Rummel, his brother-in-law,
a Syndic of the nobility, and fifty Pruf-
fian gold Frederics. The letter defired
N #* * would give faith to what the
bearer fhould relate, and informed him
that the regency of the republic intended
to confer on him the place of affeffor, if
he would repair to Courland, that he
might be put in nomination; and that
the appointment was to be made at the
beginning of the year. The bearer of
the letter faid he had known the Baron
N * * when a boy. The Baron fuppofed
him to be an advocate, or a notary; of
whom he had {fome confufed idea. He

Vor. IL 1 neither
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neither told his name, where he lodged,
how he travelled, when he came to Ber-
lin, nor where he was going. Ham-
burg, Lubec, Vienna, Munich, &c. are
places through which he ha¢ pafled, or
means to pafs. His journey has been
very fecret, very enigmatical, very myf-
terious. He only gave it to be under-
ftood that great changes would foon be
feen in Courland, and that Woronzow
was there to ena& a grand part, of which
he fpoke {o as to make it fufpected he
might become duke. Such are the chief
points of this odd interview.

We muft combine this with the return
of the Duke, who arrived three days ago,
and with innumerable indications, which
demonftrate that a revolution is either in
agitation or preparing, in Courland. Con-
fternation has feized on the Duke. It is
only whifpered, but it appears evident
that the States have ftopped the pay-
ment of his revenues, becaufe he does
not expend the money in the country;
and this is the leaft of the griefs, enter-
tained at Peterfburg, againft this detefted

man.
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man. Certain it is that he has fent his
wife, who is far advanced in her preg-
nancy, to Mittauy whither he dares not
return himfelf, hoping fhe fhall be de-
livered of a male child; and that this
prefumptive heir will reconcile him to his
country.

Add further that Baron N * #* j5 of
one of the firft houfes of Courland; that
his uncle, the Chamberlain Howen, a
capable and enterprifing man, is at pre-
fent firft minifter, or land-marfhal ; that
all affairs pafs through his hands; and
that he is in the greateft credit; which
to fay truth may be reduced to this, that
he has the power of felling, with more
or lefs meannefs, this fine but unfor=
tunate province; which however, thould
it be abandoned by all its neighbours,
cannot aét otherwife than to beftow, ra<
ther than fuffer itfelf to be feized upon.
It is very poflible that the family of N * ¥,
which knows how much this ftudious
young Baron has continually preferred a
civil to a military life, has only thought
of placing him advantageoufly. (The

I2 _poft
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poft of affeffor, which is worth from four
to five thoufand livres of Courland, per
annum, is the poft of preferment.) But
it is equally poffible, and all circum-
flances confidered very probable, that his
aflitance is withed for, in effeéting a re=
velution.

This young Baron is poffefled of ho-
nour, information, and underftanding;
has a great refpeét for the rights of
mankind, an utter hatred for the Ruf-
fians, and an ardent defire his coun-
try fhould rather appertain to any other
power. From his infancy the {port of
chance, ruined by misfortunes of every
kind, which all had a worthy origin, dif-
gufted with the gloomy rank of fubal-
tern officer, which impedes the progrefs
of his ftudies, and moderate in his defires,
he would accept a place which fhould
beftow on him the otium cum dignitate ;
but he would not be the flave of Ruflia.
He loves France, and 1s attached to me,
to whom he thinks himfelf obliged. He
‘is defirous of ferving his country, the
cabinet of Verfailles, and his friend. The

indecifion
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indecifion of his mind muft have been
afflicting, efpecially under circumitances
when, labouring for thefe fix months
like a galley flave, and certainly in a
manner more ufeful than had he been
mounting guard, you have even neglected
to prolong his furlough. This at leaft
was  perplexing I have decided for
him. «
Making myfelf refponfible for this
prolongation, which it would be fo ini-
quitous to refufe, and which furely will
be grantéﬂ, if it be only out of refpeét to
me, who find his coadjutorfhip neceffary ;
imagining he fill has the right of re-
tuming into Courland, by throwing up
his commiffion, or even without throw-
ing it up, by fuffering another nomina-
tion to take place; convinced that no
one can jnform us more exally of the
fituation of the country, in which he has
{o many relations ; perfuaded that this is
an important ftep for feveral reafons, the
principal of which I fhall prefently de-
monflrate, and not believing (independ-
ant of the expence of a journey of more

Ij than
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than four hundred leagues) I fhould be"
juftified in abfenting myfelf, without
having received exprefs orders; confid-
ing in the honour of this affettionate
young gentleman, as well becaufe of the
recommendations of thofe to whom he
is intimately known as from having my-
felf proved his principles and his con-
duét; and ftill farther convinced that con-
fidence 1s the moft powerful of motives,
with men of honour, I have thought it
the moft prudent mode to fuffer him
immediately to depart, on his promife of
fending me information of whatever
paffes, and of returning to Berlin within
two months. It has feemed to me that
this will conciliate his intereft and ours.
The latter becaufe we fhall be perfeétly
informed of whatever we with to know
concerning Courland, of which many
things are to be learned, and by which
ftep, at all events, we fhall make a party
in the country, where the fimple title of
conful, or the permiffion only of wear-
ing our uniform, with a {mall penfion,
will fecure to us a man of merit, thould

he
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he determine to accept the offers of the
regency; firft becaufe Baron N * * will
inform himfelf, by this journey, what is
the degree of ftability and profit of the
place they propofe for him, and becaufe,
if he be not fatisfied with this, he may
again return to the fervice of France,
with the recommendation of additional
labours and ftrong zeal in her behalf;
and, thould he be fatisfied with the offers
of Cotrrland, he may accept them while
we may better his fitbation, and aug-
ment his refpeé and fafety, by fuffer-
ing him to wear our uniform, &c. &c.
‘Summarily, this young genitleman, whio
has ferved at the fieges  of Port-Mahon
and Gibraltar ; who is eftecmed and be-
loved by his commanders; who for fix
months has laboured, under my direction,
with urcomimon zeal, and afliduity not
lefs uncommion ; Irepeat, this gentleman
would certainly metit fuch a mark of fa-
vour, though it had been on his own bufi-
nefs folely that he had made a journey
into Courland. But the truth is I fend .
him thither, becaufe I am firongly in-
Ig4 vited
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vited by circumftances, and am convinced
of two things. Firft, that, were it only
perfeétly to underftand this part of the
politics of Ruffia, it is of importance to
us 2t once to know at what to eftimate
the worth and deftiny, as well as the
changes of which this country is fufcep-
tible; which, independent of all interior
circumftances, ftands by fituation the
{entinel of Poland and of the Baltic, now
that Sweden, our arm of the north, is fo
ferioufly menaced. My fecond convic-
tion is ‘that Baron N #3% is the propereft
of men faithfully to fend us this infor-
mation. Wherefore not afford him aid?

Wherefore not preferve fuch perfons?
You muft have feen, but perhaps you
have not remarked, in the thirty-fecond
abftraét from the gazettes, that Spring-
porten, formerly a colonel in the fervice
of Sweden, has lately entered into the fer-
vice of Ruflia, with the rank of major-
general; that he is the man who beft
knows Finland; that the Emprefs has
granted him three thoufand rubles for
his equipment, an eftate of fix hundred
pea-
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peafants, in White Ruflia, and the key of
ehamberlain; that he is inceflantly to
make a journey into the Crimea, &c. &c.
Though by acquiring fuch men, with
the knowledge and conneétions which
they bring with them, preparations are
made for the execution of the greateft
projects, ftill; by the fame methods, fuch
projets are rendered abortive.

There was not time, laft poft, to write
the poftfcript in cypher, which contains
a curious faék, of which P % will
probably make ufe, and application (4).

I informéd you in No. XL VIIL ¢« That
¢ they have lately interdi¢ted difcount-
¢ ing bills of exchange, at the bank, &c.”
—This faét has not been verified. The
merchants indeed required it might be
done, but their requeft has not been
granted, and it was oppofed by Struen-
fee.—But to-the news of the day.

() The laft letter has no poftfeript. The author
probably means the falt contained in the paragraphs to
be found a few pages forward, which begin with the
words—Pofifcript mentioned in the body of the letter. T,

1 " There
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There are two verfions, concerning
Mademoifelle Vofs. Both are derived
from excellent fources, and probably the
real one will be that which may be com-~
pofed from the two.

I. There will be no marriage. Mifs
will depart in a month, for I know not
where ; and afterward will return to Pot{-
dam.—¢ I know,” faid fhe, ¢ that I difho~
¢ nour myfelf. All the compenfation I
¢ afk is not to fee any perfon ; leave me
«in profound folitude; I neither wifh
« for riches nor {plendor.”——It 1s cer-
tain that, if fhe can keep him thus, fhe
will lead him much the farther.

II. Wednefday, the 22d of laft month,
was the remarkable day on which Made-
moifelle Vofs accepted the King’s hand,
and promifed him her own. It was de-
termined the Queen fhould be brought to
approve the plan of the left-handed mar~
riage, as a thing of neceffity, fhould the
obftinately difplay too much repugnance.
It is fingular that, for the confummation
of this rare bufinefs, the arrival of the
Duke of Saxe Weimar was waited for,

who
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whois the brother-in-law of the Queen.
The King thus will be father to four
forts of children(c). The priefts, who
have been confulted on the manner of
reconciling the claims of heaven with the
pleafures of earth, have decided that it
will be better to concentrate his enjoy-
ments, by an extraordinary m‘arriage.
than inceflantly to wander from error to
error. Nothing has tranfpired, concern-
mg the manner in which this arrange-
ment is to be made known to the uncles
of the name the new Princefs 1s to bear ;
or of her future eftablithment, &c. &c.
In all probability, the foon will interfere
m public affairs; and, fhould the do fo,
the credit of Bithopfwerder will diminifh.
She loves neither him nor his daughters.
Her party 1s befide very oppofite to that
of the myftics, which gains ground in a

{¢) Thofe of his firft Queen, Elizabeth, from whom
he was divorced, as before-mentioned ; thofe of his pre-
fent Queen; his natural children, by Madam Rietz ;
and his half-baftard half-legitimate, by Mademoifclle

, Vofs; had this marriage taken place. T.

Very
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very fearful manner. I am going to re=
late a recent anecdote, on that fubjeét,
which happened in .the laft months of
Frederic II. and which is infinitely im-~
portant, at leaft for my fecurity while I
remain here, to keep fecret; of the irre-
vocable authenticity of which you your-
felf will judge; and which will thew you
whither tends this imaginary theory of
the myftics, conneéted with the Roficru-
cian-free-mafons, whom among us fome
look upon with pity, and others treat as
objets of amufement. * * # % %

¥ % oz Kk % ¥ ® ¥ & % % %
¥ ¥ % % % F 2 % ¥ ¥ % ¥
% OK K ¥, 0% F ¥ & Kk % % %

There is a rumour whifpered about,
which terrifies worthy people, and which,
true or falfe, is a faithful indication of
the public opinion. It is affirmed that
Prince Henry, the Duke of Brun{wic,
and General LMoellandorf, mean to quit
the army. The two firft probably do
not yet think of fuch a ftep; but the
latter is undubitably the moft difcon-

tent'eH,
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tented of the three. Rich, loyal, fimple,.
firm, he poflefles virtues which,would
do honour to 'a foil on which virtue is
more fruitful.. He certainly has not been-
treéated either as he himfelf expected or as
good. citizens have withed. They werg
defirous indeed. to create him' a county
but, among fo many counts, -what need
had he of fuch a title? For which:reafon
this refpe€table man replied—% #hat have
¢ I done?” This artlefs, noble queftion
was-too {evere, on- the herd of nobles,
and the multitude of titles that. have
fprung up, warmed -by the: breath of
royal munificence; to :be: agreeable,
His modeft and antique manners are be~
come reproachfulito the,court; yet is
the only reform truly bepeficial, and
univerfally approved, under the new
reign, the work of this general; I mean
the abolition. of that iniquitous contri-
bution called grafs foruge; which fub-
jeéted the open country to pillage, dur-
ing three months of the year, under the
pretence of accuftoming the cavalry to-
forage. He has not fince been confulted.

7 on
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on'any fubjeét, or has. had .no influence.
I thould not be {urprded fhould he retire
to his country feat; and it is impofiible.
to exaggerate the unamiable light in
which fuch a tacit profeflion of. faith-
would place the King, and. his govern~-
ment, ‘

" Three months more of fimilar proceed-
ings and he will have no refpect to lofe,
at leaft in his own country. Every cor-
rupt {ymptomr- is:manifeft. - Rietz, a raf-
cal, avaricious, chief-pimp,and an avowed

Giton(d), infomuch that * * & %
* 3¢ ¥ ¥k * * 34 *® * *
LI I I

* —In a word, Rietz, the vileft and
the moft debafed of men, manages
the royal houfehold, and enjoys a great
part of the court favour. Here it ought
to be noted that he is very fufceptible of
being bought; but he muft be dearly
bribed, for he is covetous and prodigal,
and his fortune is to make, fhould ever

(4) See note, page 64.
France
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France have occafion to direét the cabis
net of Berlin. So long as the King fhall
have any power, Rietz and Prince Frede-
ric of Brunfwic are the two men moft
liable to temptation.

The following is an anecdote of a very
low fpecies, but very charateriftic for
thofe who know the country. The Ita-
lian and French dancers have received
orders to dance twice a week, at the Ger-
man theatre. The. purport of {fuch a
capricious injunétion was to give difguft.
to this fpecies of people, who are expen-
five enough, and to find a pretence for
difmiffing them. They have been well
advifed, and will-dancey but fuch is the
low {pirit of cunning which prefides over
the adminiftration. Politics are treated
as wifely as theatrical matters.

I this moment learned that Heinitz,
one of the minifters of ftate, a man of
mediocrity but laborious, has written a
letter to the King, of which the follow-
ing is nearly the fenfe :—¢ Being a fo-
% reigner, not poflefled of any lands in
% your f{tates, my zeal cannot be fufpect-

‘ 7 “ od
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¢ ed by your Majefty. It is confequently.
“ my duty to inform you that the pro~
¢ jected capitation-tax will alienate the
¢ hearts of your Majefty’s {ubjects; and
¢ proves that the new regulators of the
¢ finances are, at prefent, little verfed in
¢ public bufinefs”—The King {aid to
him two days after—¢ I thank you—"
and made no further enquiries. Irre-
folution does not exclude obftinacy, al-
though obftinacy is far from being refo-
lution. I fhould not be aftonithed were
the tobacco and fnuff company to remain
on its former footing. As for the re-
pect which government {hould preferve,
that muft take care of itfelf.

It was an attempt fimilar to that of
Heinitz which produced the laft military
promotion, to the difadvantage of General
Moellendorf. The General wrote, with
refpeétful but firm dignity, againft the
nomination of Count Bruhl, and in-
treated the King would thow lefs indiffe-
rence for the army. Thanks were re-
turned, accompanied with thefe words—
“ The place has been promifed a year

¢ and
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¥ and a half”—and two days after feveti=
teen majors were created. Since this time,
coldnefs toward the General has increafed,
and civility has been fubftituted for con~
fidence. The letter is not thought well
of. It is faid that he ought to have re-
ferved this vigorous blow, for fome occas
fion on which he fhould not appear to
be perfonally interefted: and it is he
himfelf who feemed moft proper to, fill
the place of governor.

The Duke of Weimar is preparing tQ
make a very pompous wolf-hunt, on the
frontiers of Poland. The orders and
ddjuftments for this party of pleafure do
not very well agree with the projefts and
ceremonials of ceconomy. Twelve huns
dred peafants are commanded to be in
readinefs ; fixty horfes have been fent,
and eight baggage-waggons, with the
mafters of the forefts, gentlemen, hunt{-
men and cooks for this hunt, which is to
continue fix days.

At prefent, I am nearly certain that
my fecond verfion, relative to Mademoi=
felle Vofs, is the true one: and that the

Vor. II. K Queen
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Queen is coaxed into the meafure. ‘The
King never lived on better terms with
her. He has often vifited her within
this week, pays her debts, and has given
her a concert. Probably fhe has madea
virtue of neceflity. It appears evident
that this conne&ion of the King highly
deranges the plan of the myftic admini-
ftrators, The family of Mademoifelle
Vofs wifhes to profit by her elevation;
and their advice no way agrees with that
of the prefent favourites. Bifhopfwerder,
far from gaining upon the King, declines
in his efteem. In a word, revolution
may come from that fide Will pub-
lic affairs be the gainer? This queftion
it is impoffible to anfver. We can only
turn the telefcope toward the fpot; or
rather the microfcope; for, in truth, we
are in the reign and the country of the
infinitely minute.

Pofifeript, mentioned in the body of the ktter.

The current coins in Poland were
formerly as follow: The mark of fine
filver
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filver of the Cologn weight was coined
at 13- 3 r. or 8o fl. of Poland.

~As to gold coins, there were none but
Dutch ducats that had any nominal
value: that is to fay—

At the royal treafuries, they were taken
for 16 k. 3

By the public, for 18 k.; both of
which rates were fixed by decrees of the
Diet.

In the Diet of 1786, the ducats were
yniverfally raifed to 18 k. each.

‘The affay of the filver confequently
cannot any longer be maintained; and
it is affirmed there is a determination,
hereafter, to coin the fine mark at 14 r.
or 84 fl.

But neither- can this coinage fupport
itfelf; for, fhould Berlin coin at 14.r1%
Poland will be obliged to keep up an,
equal value at a greater expence, becaufe
of cartiage. .

‘Under the prefent circumftances, it
might be advantageous to draw on Po-
land for ducats at 3r. if the affay of

filver is at 14 .
K 2 ‘But,
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But, if the relative value of gold fhould
fall, comparatively to that of filver, filver
may be there bought with profit.

Generally {peaking, it appears to me
that the recent operations on gold-fhould
lead us to refleét on the ftate of the
filver, efpecially in Spain, fhould that
power perfift in the folly which, with the
greateft part of Europe, it has given into,
of keeping two {pecies of coin, and hoard-
ing the gold.

end P. S. The King, attended by a
fingle laquais and much difguifed, has
been to the corn and ftraw warehoufes,
where he enquired of the foldiers, who
worked there, what their wages were—
¢ Five grofchen”—A moment after he
put the fame queftion to the {uperin-
tendants,—¢ Six grofchen.”—Three {fol-
diers being called to confront the {uper-
intendants, and the fraud being proved,
a {ubaltern and three foldiers were or-
dered to condu& the two fuperintendants
to Spandau, a civil prifon; and there
they are to be tried. The faét is very
, praife=
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praife-worthy. He makes evening pere-
grinations almoft unattended, and addiéts
himfelf to the minute enquiries of a juf-
tice of the peace (¢). At leaft this is the
third time he has afted thus. Some of
his attendants imagine he means to imi-
tate the Emperor. After what has paffed
between them, this perhaps would be the
moft {evere fymptom of abfolute incapa-=

city.

(¢) Commiflaire de¢ quartier,

K 3 L B T-
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LETTER LIL

_ December 5thy 1786,

"THE news of the cabals, which the
Emperor again wifhes to excite at Deux
Ponts, and which our cabinet has pub-
lithed here, {feems to have produced a
very good effeét upon the King, in defpite
of thofe who exclaim---Ne crede Teucris--
an adage which is become the fignal of
rallying, among the Englith, Dutch,
Anti-French, &c. &c. May we conduét
ourfelves fo as never to admit of any
other reproach.---This difcovery will
probably, both at Berlin and Deux Ponts,
counteraét the Emperor. It was very ill
judged of him not to {uffer that torpor
to increafe, which 1s the infallible confe-
quence of ihe languor of labour, or of
the confufion which doing nothing pro-

duces.
But I refign thefe foreign politics to
your ambaffadors, to whom they are
known,
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known, becaufe I gained this intelligence
by that means only by which I gain all
other; becaufe Count d’Eft * * did not.
fay a word on the fubjeét ta me; becaufe
it would have been weak and little de-
cent to have put many queftions, on a
matter which I ought to have known;
.and becaufe I therefore fatisfied myfelf
with vague annotations, on our fidelity. I
am not and probably fhall not be circum-~
ftangially informed of the affair. You
perhaps may feel on this occafion how
important it is that better intelligence
thould be {ent me from Verfailles ; but
you will doubtlefs acknowledge I perform
all I can, all I ought, when I trace the
outlines of internal, fince I have not
the key to externmal politics, Though
affuredly I fhall not negleét the latter,
whenever lucky chance fhall afford op-
portunities.

The libellift Crantz, who was expelled
the country by Frederic II. for theft,
and for having {old the {ame horfe three
times, is recalled, with a penfion of eight
hundred ¢rowns. The King wrote to

K 4 Count”.
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Count Hertzberg to give him fome .pof’r.
The minifter replied that the abilities of
the gentleman were great, and that he
was very eftimable, but that he had too
little difcretion to be employed in foreign
affairs. ‘The King propofed him to the
minifter Werder, who anfwered, the gen-
tleman was exceedingly intelligent, ex-
ceedingly capable, but that there was
money in his office, which therefore Mr,
Crantz muft not be fuffered to enter. At
laft, the King has thrown the illuf-
trious Crantz, praifed by all and by all
reje¢ted, upon the ftates ; and he receives
a penfion of eight hundred crowns, for
doing nothing.

The minifter Schulemburg, after have
mg twice demanded his difmiffion, has
finally obtained 1t, without a penfion.
This 1s fevere, but the ex-minifter is
adroit. He has caft all the burthep
upon the firft branch of his department,
which has been retrenched. If there
are any means of being reftored, this was
well done.  You are acquairﬁted with
the qualitics of this man. He had

under-
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underftanding, facility, and fagacity in
the choice of his coadjutors; was indif-
ferent concerning the means he employed;
vain in profperity; defpairing in misfor~
tune, of which his feelings are the fport ;
ready to ferve others; fufceptible of af-.
fection; and believing in friendthip after
having been fifteen years minifter of Fre-
deric II. He thought himf{elf immove-
able becaufe he was neceffary, and hopes
that this neceffity will furmount the ca-
bals by which he has been driven from
his poft. Perhaps he deceives himfelf 5
for, while we are not difficult in our
choice, and when the bufinefs is not of
itfelf beyond vulgar capacities, agents
may at any time be found. If monarchs
wifth for a Newton, they certainly muift
employ a Newton, or the place muit re-
main vacant. But who is there who
does not think himfelf capable of being
a minifter ; and of whom may it be de-
monftrated he is not capable?

I am affured, from a good quarter, that
Count Hertzberg regains confidence. He

has bawed to the new agents, who have
had
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had the weaknefs to bring him again into
favour, becaufe that Mademoifelle Vofs
is the niece of Count Finckenftein, and
becaufe, her family being unable to obtain
any advantage by her promotion except
by the overthrow of thofe who {urround
the King, who are not ignorant that the
Yady detefts them, it is requifite fome one
fhould be oppofed to her. But, if fhe
be a dame of mettle, change muft be
looked for on that fide, which more or
lefs addrefs will haften or retard. Whe-
ther or no, Hertzberg has advifed Count
Goertz to take part with Renneval, of
whofe prudence he has {poken in the
higheft terms to the King.

A new blunder has been committed
in the military. All the firft lieute-
nants have been made captains; and the
captains, whether on whole or half pay,
of the regiment of guards, are advanced
to the rank of major.  Except the war=
chancery, I do not fee who will be the
gainer by this arrangement. It is faid
the King intends to pay his perfonal
debts ; the payment of which, by the

way
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way of parenthefis, is more than ever
eluded, with the produce of the commif-
fions of officers, and the diplomas of
counts, barons, chamberlains, &c.

The plan for the capitation-tax was
reprefented to the King as a kind of °
voluntary act, and which the people
. themfelves would meet half way; but,
informed of the public difguft this pro-
jeét had occafioned, alarmed by the ru-
mour, and heated by the letter of Heinitz,
he told Werder—¢ People ought not to
% meddle with matters they do not un-
¢ derftand.”—(Take good note that this
he faid to his minifter of finance) ¢ Lau-
% nay fhould have been confulted”---
(Now under the fetters of the commif-
fion of enquiry). Werder excufed him-
felf in the beft manner he could, by
faying the plan did not originate with
him (in faét the projeét was Beyer’s), as
if he had not appropriated by approving
it.

"The general direétory, that fpecies of
council of ftate, at which the King is

“hever prefent, has proje&ed remon-
{trances
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ftrances concerning the humiliating in-
activity in which it s held ; but Welner
oppofed them, giving the invincible re-
pugnance of his Majefty for every {pecies
of advice to be underftood. This arifes
from the ftrange fuppofition that thofe
who give him advice have adopted the
{fentiments of his uncle, relative to his
capacity., He is yet to learn that no one
ventures to advife among the great, ex-
cept {uch perfons as they efteem.

In the mean time the myftics continue
in the fame degree of favour. Their
confpiracy was denounced, by the great
perfon whom I-{poke of to you in my
laft, to General Moellendorf, the inti
mate friend of the brother of Mademoi-
felle Vofs—(a man efteemed for his mo-
ral charaéter ; in other refpeéts obicure,
at leaft hitherto, yet who probably will
foon appear upon the ftage)—in order
that he might terrify his fifter, and by
her intervention the Sovereign, concern-
ing the crimes of a {eét who would facri-
fice all whom they cannot rule. Biefter,
the fame, to fay the leaft, to whom it

has
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has been infinuated that he fhould fpare
the myftics, has a law-fuit in which they
are interefted, which it is faid he wilk
lofe. He has accufed Mr. Starck of be-
ing a Catholic. Starck is a profeffor
of Jena, a man celebrated for the gift of
perfuafion, as well as for his underftand-
ing and knowledge, a Lutheran born
and a Lutheran minifter, but a known
profeflor of the Catholic religion. He
has notwithftanding inftituted a criminal
a&tion againft Biefter, for having faid
this, and has fummoned him to prove
his calumnious affertion. Never would
fuch a {uit have been heard of under
Frederic II. Starck has recently pub-
lifhed a book, intitled Nicaife, in which,
he attacks free-mafonry. The free-ma-
fons have replied by another, intitled
Anti-Nicaife, in which are inferted au-
thentic letters from {everal princes; and,
among others, from Prince Charles of
Hefle Caflel, and Prince Ferdinand of
Brunfwic; which well prove, what al}
know who have converfed with him,
fhould they not likewife know his crea-

tures,
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tures, Bauer and Wetsfall, that a great
general, or rather a jfamous general, may
be a very little man.

The ftatement of the expence is at.
length made out, and the refult is that
the King may increafe his treafury by
two millions of crowns, and ftill referve
a confiderable fum for his pleafures or his
affe€tions. But, in this calculation, it is
{uppofed that following receipts will equal
the preceding, which certainly is doubt~
ful. One paternal aét has been per-
formed ; the country people have been
freed from the obligation of lodging the
cavalry gratis, and fupplying forage ata
very low price. This reform will coft
the King two hundred and {eventy thou-
fand crowns per-annum. But it was ex-
tremely neceflary. It is the refult of the
plan of Moellendorf, for the abolition of
the green forage.

One Mr. Moulinés is the editor of the
manufcripts of the late King. I have
before given you his political charaéter;
and, as a literary man, he is deftitute of
tafte and difcernment, and without any

pro=
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profound knowledge of the language.
But he is the friend of Welner; of that
Welner to whom the King, at feven
oclock in the morning, fends the letters
and requefts of the day before, and who
at four o’clock goes to give in his ac-
count, or rather to inftruét the King.
As for the minifters, they receive orders,
and do not give advice. Welner has had
the wit to refufe the title of minifter, and
to fatisfy himfelf with that of {uperin-
tendant of the buildings ; but he is al-
ready fawned upon by the whole court.
Thefe manufcripts are to be printed in
eighteen volumes oétavo. The two parts
moft curious are the Hiftory of the Seven
Years War, and the Memoirs of my own
Times (). In the former, Frederic has

(f) The publication has proved the author was mif=
taken. 'The letters are the moft curious part of the
work. There are few things in the hiftory that were
not known before, except that it exhibits the charatter
of this extraordinary man, as drawn by himfelf, to
thofe who are capable of difcovering that, charalter ;
and in this particular the letters are perhaps fhill fu-
perior, T.

2 rather
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rather recourited what he ought to have
done than what he did4 and this is itfelf
a trait of genius. He praifes or excufes
almoft every body; and blames only him-
felf (g).

"The Marquis of Lucchefini, who had
been, not the friend, not the favourite
of Frederic, but his /iffener, is, though he
does not own it, highly piqued at the
choice made of Moulinés. He has de-
manded leave of abfence, for {ix months,
to make a journey into his own country,
from which no doubt he will no more
return. How did 1t happen that he did
not feel that the perfonal refpe&t in
which he would have been held would
have been 1mmenfe, had he quitted
Prufia a week after the death ef the
King, with this only reply to all the of-
fers which would have been made him?
—% 1 was ambitious only of a place
“ which all the kings on earth could not

(g) Itis plain the author had never read the work,
which was not then publifhed. T.

¢ take
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¢ take from me, cannot reftore: that
% of being the friend of Frederic I1.”

Two fucceffors have been appointed to
Count Schulemburg; for, as the King of
France has four minifters, twenty are ne-
ceffary to the King of Pruflia. One of
thefe fucceflors i1s Mr. Mofchwitz, a
magiftrate ; of whom neither good nor
harm is {fpoken. The other is a Count
Schulemburg von Blumbert, the fon-in-
law of Count Finckenftein. The Iatter
pofiefles knowledge, an ardent and gloomy
ambition, and a moral charaéer that is
fufpected. He is ftudious, intelligent,
affiduous, and is certainly a capable man.
But he is {fuppofed to want order; to
pofiefs rather a heated brain than an ac-
tive mind ; and to have more opinions of
his own than dexterity to blend them
with the opinions of others, and render
‘them fuccefsful. Neither is he at all
accuftomed to bufinefs; and is- an abfo-
lute ftranger to banking and commercial
{peculations : that is to {ay, to the prin-
cipal branches of his department.

Yor. 1L L it PS.
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1ft PS. The King, who is paying off
the debts of his father, has granFed‘
twenty thoufand crowns for the main-
tenance and privy purfe of his two eldeft
fons. Their houfehold is a feparate ex=
pence.

and PS. I did not believe I was fo
good a prophet. The brother of Made-
moifelle Vofs has the place of the prefi-
dent Mofchwitz. This is the foot in the
ftirrup.

The courfe of exchange, on Amfter-
dam, is {fo exceedingly high that, there
being no operation of finance or of com-
merce by which it may be accounted for
I have no doubt but remittances are made
there, to pay off the perfonal debts of the
King. Struenfee 1s of the fame opinion ;

but he has no pofitive intelligence on the
{ubject,

L E T
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LETTER LIV,

December 8th, 1786.

YOU ‘may take it for granted that
there are three principal fhades, in the
charaéter of the King; deceit, which he
believes to be art; irafcible vanity, when-
ever the leaft remonftrance is made to
him; and the accumulation of money;
which is not fo much avarice in him as
the paffion of poffefling. The firft of
thefe vices has rendered him fufpicious ;
for he who deceives by fyftem contiau-
ally imagines he is deceived. 'The fecond
induces him to prefer people of middling,
or inferior abilities; and the latter con-
tributes to make him lead an obfcure and
folitary life, by which the two former
are ftrengthened. Violent in private ;
impenetrable ‘in public; little animated.
by the love of fame in reality, and mak-
ing this love to confift chiefly in leading
the world to fuppofe he is not governed ;

L 2 rarely
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rarely troubling himfelf with foreign
politics ; a foldier from neceflity, and not
from inclination ; difpofed to favour the
myftics, not from conviétion, but becaufe
he believes he fhall, by their aid, examine
the confciences, and penetrate the hearts
of men Such is the outline of the

man.

His debts will be paid by the furplus
money. Under the late King there was
annually a confiderable fum which was
not brought to the treafury, but. was
kept apart to raife new regiments, to in-
creafe the artillery, or to repair the for-
trefles. Now, as the artillery was not
increafed, as new regiments were not
raifed, and as the fortreffes were not re-
paired, the money confequently accumu-
lated. It is now employed in liquida-
tion.

The revenues are upward of twenty-
feven millions of crowns, including the
cuftoms ; or about a hundred and eight
millions of French livres (four mil-
lions and a half fterling). The expence
of the army is twelve millions and a half

of
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of crowns; of the civil adminiftration,
two millions three hundred thoufand
crowns ; of the King’s, the Queen’s, and
the Princes’ houfehold, one million two
hundred thoufand crowns; and a hun-
dred and thirty thoufand for the payment
of penfions. I am not acquainted with
all the inferior expences; but when, for
example, we know that the legation
cheft does not abforb more than feventy-
five thoufand crowns, and that the fup-
plements amount on an average to
twenty~five thoufand crowns—(On which
I have to remark that the {fame objeét in
Denmark cofts three millions of crowns
and in Ruffia, a country almoft unknown
to the greateft part of Europe, three
hundred thoufand rubles.}—it is eafy to
underftand that the fum total of the
annual {furplus, the expence being de-
duted from the receipt, is about three
‘millions and a half of crowns.

The manufaéturers have prefented a
petition, in which they fupplicate to be
informed whether any alterations are in-
tended to be made in the privileges

L 3 granted
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oranted them by the late King, or his
predeceflors, that they may not be ex-
pofed to the buying of materials, or con-
tra&ting agreements, which they fhall be
unable to fulfil. Frederic William has
given his word of honour not te make
any change, at prefent, of this kind.

I have already faid that the King in-
tended to have made Welner a minifter,
which dignity it is affirmed he refufed.
This for many reafons was a mafter-
{troke, by which he will be no lofer; for
he has lately been granted an augmenta-
tion of three thoufand crowns, that he
may enjoy the fame penfion as the mini-
fters of ftate. 'The King not only places
no confidence in the latter, but he affeéts
never to mention them; unlefs it be to
Count Finckenftein, the uncle of the
well-beloved ; or to Count Arnim, who
interferes in the negeciations of the fo
much defired marriage; and who is at
prefent too much a ftranger to bufinefs
to be fufpected of any fyftem. The fup-
pofition that he has one will, at leaft for
fome time, be the rock on which the

new
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new Schulemburg. is liable to be wrecked.
He is fupported by ftrength of charaéter,
and ardour of ambition. As to the new
prefident, to whom already 15 attributed a
depth of defign which probably he never
pofleffed, I believe him little capable of
enalting any great part.

The Sieur du Bofc, who is become a
counfellor of finance and of commerce,
1s alfo defirous of making his entrance.
He has petitioned to be employed in the
cuftoms, and his requeft has been gtanted,
but without an increafe of refpeét. Spe-
culators, joining this {ymptom to fome
others, have drawn a conclufion that this
is fome diminutioh in the credit of
Bifhopfwerder, his proteétor. The party
of the myftics however does but augment,
and flourth. To own the truth, the
crowd of candidates may injure indivi-
duals. One of the moft zealous mem=
bers, Drenthal, is lately arrived. No of-
fice was found for him, under the King;
but he has in the interim been placed
with the Princefs Amelia, in quality of
marfhal of the court, with a promife of

L 4 not
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not being forgotten, at the death of this
princefs, whofe end approaches.

Cur knowledge of the new Sovereign
may be increafed, by a fketch of the moft
diftinguifhed people at his court. Among
thefe are an old count (Lendorf), gentle
as Philinta, obliging as Bonneau (5), a
fhamelefs flatterer, an unfaithful tale-
bearer, and, when need is, a calumniator.
----- A prince m his pupillage (Holftein-
beck), fmoking his pipe, drinking brandy,
never knowing what he fays, ever talking
en what he does not underftand, ready
at any time to fly to the parade, to hunt,
to go to church, to go to brothels, or to
go to {fupper with a lieutenant, a laquais,
or Madam Rietz.---Another prince (Fre-
deric of Brunfwic), famous for the pains
he took to dithonour his fifter, and par-
ticularly his brother-in-law, the prefent
King; a libertine under the Monarch
who was called an atheift ; at prefent a
myftic, when the Monarch is fuppofed a

(5) See note in the firft volume to Counfellor Bon-
neay. T,

devotee s
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devotee; a penfioner of the free-mafon
lodges, from which he annually receives
fix thoufand crowns; talking nonfenfe
from fyftem ; and, for the fecrets which
he wrefts, returning a multitude of half
fecrets, which are partly invented and
partly ufelefs.~A kind of mad captain
(Grothaus), who has feen all, had all,
done all, known all ; the intimate friend
of the Prince of Wales; the favourite of
the King of England; invited by Con-
grefs to be their prefident, on condition
of conquering Canada; mafter at plea-
fure of the Cape of Good Hope; the only
- man capable of fettling the affairs of
Holiand ; an author, a dancer, a runner,
a jumper; farmer, botanift, phyfician,
chemift, and lieutenant-colonel in the
Pruffian fervice, with an income of feven
hundred crowns per annum.—A minifter
(Count Arnim), who dreams inftead of
thinking, fmiles inftead of replying, rea-
fons inftead of determining, regrets at
night the liberty he f{facrificed in the
mbrning, and withes at once to remain
indolent on his eftate and to acquire the

reputa=
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reputation of a minifter.—A  reigning
prince (the Duke of W eimar), who ima-
gines he has wit, becaufe he can inter-
pret a rebus; is cunning, becaufe he pre-
tends to fwallow his own farcafms; a
philofopher, becaufe he has three poets
at his court; and a {pecies of hero, be-
caufe he rides full {fpeed in fearch of
wolves and boars. Such being his fa-
vourites judge of the man.

Do you wifh to eftimate his tafte by
his diverfions }---Tuefday was the great
day on which he went to enjoy the plea-
fures of the imagination, at the German
theatre! Here, in grand pomp, he was
accofted by a dramatic compliment, which
concluded with thefe words:—- May
“ that kind Providence that rewards all,
¢ all great and good aétions, blefs and
¢ preferve our moit gracious King, that
¢« auguft father of his people; blefs and
¢ preferve all the royal houfe; and blefs
“ and preferve us all! Amen!”—The King
was fo highly enchanted, with this dra-
matic homily, that he has added an-
other thoufand crowns, to the five thou-

{and
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fand which he had granted the manager,
and has made him a prefent of four
chandeliers, and twelve glafles to deco~
rate the boxes. Sarcafms innumerable,
on the French theatre, accompanied this
aét of generofity.

Would you judge him by military fa-
vours ?—A penfion of three hundred
crowns has been granted to CaptainColas,
who had been eight and twenty years im-
prifoned in the citadel of Magdeburg;
and the rank of lieutenant-general be-
{towed on Borck, his Majefty’s governor,
who i1s eighty-two years of age.

Or by his court favours 7—The cham-
berlain’s key fent to that extravagant
Baron Bagge; who indeed prefented a
hundred louis to Rietz, and forty to the
perfon who broughthim this gift of royal\
munificence.

It has been infinuated to his Majeﬁy
that he had difpleafed the citizens, on his
return from Pruflia; the army, from the
firft day of his reign ; the general direc-
tory, by rendering it null; his family,
by being polite inftead of frlendly, the

priefts,
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priefts, by his proje&k of a third mar-
riage ; the penfioners, by the fuppreflion
of the tobacco monopoly ; the court, by
the confufion or the delay in the ftate-
ment of the accounts; and that there-
fore it might perhaps be imprudent, for
the prefent, in the moment of effervef-
cence, to accept of the ftatue, that had
been propofed by the city of Konigiberg,
Are you defirous of an index to the
refpeét in which he may be held by fo-
reign nations *—The Poles have refufed
a paffage to the horfes, for remounting
the cavalry, coming from the Ukraine.
I need not tell you fuch a refufal would

never have been made to Frederic II.
Count Hertzberg pretends he has re-
ceived letters written againft himfelf, to
perfons in France, by Prince Henry. He
thewed them to the King, who made him
no reply. I {carcely can believe there is
not fome fraud in this affair. I know
the perfons to whom the Prince writes in
France; and, treachery out of the quef-
tion, they certainly are not interefted in
favour of Count Hertzberg. But whe-
ther
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ther or no, there are rumours that Hertz-
berg and Blumenthal are {foon to refign ;
that the latter will be replaced by Mr.
Vofs; and the firft, who has imagined
himfelf too neceflary to be taken at his
word,—¢ by a man who will aftonith
¢ the whole world.” (This it is affirmed
is the phrafe of the King himfelf.) Hertz-
berg has the knowledge of a civilian,
and 1s well read in archives, becaufe his
memory 1s prodigious. He alfo knows
fomething of praétical agriculture. But,
on the reverfe, he is violent, paflionate,
abundantly vain, and explains himfelf as
- he conceives, that is to fay with difficulty,
and confufion ; is defirous but incapable
of doing that good by which reputation
is acquired; rather vindiétive than ma-
lignant ;- {ubjeét to prejudices; difpofed
to injure thofe againft whom he is pre-
judiced; and devoid of dignity, addrefs,
and refource.

Blumenthal is a faithful accountant,
an ignorant minifter; ambitious, when he
recolleéts ambition, and to pleafe his fa-
mily ; and full of refpeét for the treafury,

which
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which he places far above the ftate; and
of indifference for the King, whom he
more than neglected, while he was Prince
of Pruflia.

The duty has been taken off beer,
which yielded five hundred and fifty
thoufand crowns per annum, and a fub-
flitute it is {faid will be found by an ad-
ditional tax on wines: but wines are al-
ready too much taxed, and cannot bear
any fuch increafe. The expences of this
part of the cuftoms amount to twenty
thoufand crowns ; fixty-nine perfons em-
ployed have been difmiffed; but their
falaries are continued till they {hall be
replaced.

1ft PS. Count Tottleben (a Saxon),
who has been appointed major in the
regiment of Elben, was preceded by a let-
ter, the import of which was that he was
fent to the regiment zo Jearn the fervice.
The equivoque of the expreffion is
ftronger in the German. The regiment
wrote in a body to the King—¢ If Count
“ Tottleben be fent to inftru& us, we
¢ have
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¢ have not merited, nor will we endure,
% {uch humiliation. If he come for in-
“ ftruétion, he cannot ferve as major.”
—Some pretend that the difpute is already
fettled, and others that it will have con-
fequences.

The King about a month fince was re-
minded of Captain Forcade, who was
formerly a favourite of the Prince of
Pruffia. His Majefty replied—* Let him
“ write what his wifhes are.” Forcade
requefted the happinefs of being one of
his attendants. The King anfwered—* |
“ have no need of ufelefs officers; they
“ only ferve to make a duit.”

and PS. By the laft courier I fent you
{ome calculations on the coins of Poland.
Here follow others more abfurd, relative
to thofe of Denmark.

Denmark has adopted, according to
law, the nominal value of its currency
at IT 5 crowns for the fine mark of CGo-
logn; yet it has for feveral years paid
from thirteen to fourteen crowns the
fine mark. Hence there are no filver

i coins
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coins in Denmark, and bufinefs is all
tranfacted in bank bills, the wvalue of
which is never to be realized.

When the evil began to be evident,
Schimmelmann wifhed it might be reme-
died. He coined crowns in fpecie 9% of
which contained the fine mark, and cal-
culated that the crown in fpecie was
equal to one crown 9 <% fols (halfpence)
currency /ubs. The faé& would have been
true, if the {ilver currency had exifted at
I1 $ per mark ; but as none {fuch were to
be found, each perfon willingly accepted
the crowns in {pecie at one crown nine
fols currency ; but no one was willing to
give a crown in {pecie for one crown nine
fols currency. The refult was that all -
thefe fine crowns in {pecie were melted
down.

At prefent, now the evil is exceffive,
there is a with to repeat a fimilar opera-
tion, after the following manner.

I. Crowns in fpecie are to be coined of
0 r to a fine mark.

II. Bank bills are to be iffued, which

7 are
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are to reprefent crowns in {pécié, and are
to be realized or paid in fpecie.

L It is withed to fix the value of
thefe current crowns, in {pecie, by an
ediét; and, as they could not coin the
crown at the affay of a crown niné fols
without lofs, it is Intended to raife their
value.

If therefore the prefent currency of
Denmark, that is to fay the bank bills,
have no real value, but their value con<
fifts in the balance of payment of this
kingdom (or the rate of exchange) as it
thall be for or againft Denmark, this
operation will be equally abfurd with the
former ; for, if the bank {hall pay crowns
in fpecie, in lieu of the ideal value of the
currency, it will rid itfelf of its ¢rowns
in {fpecie, which will pafs through the
crucible, and the former confufion will
continue to exift, or perhaps be increafed
to greater extravagance, by a new crea-
tion of bank bills reprefenting the {pecie,
which in like manner will, in a few
months, be incapable of being realized.

Vor. II. M ad PS.
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3d PS. The new eftablithment of the
bank of fpecie ftill appears to be obfcure,
It is intended to coin one million four
hundred thoufand crowns in fpecie, the
filver for which fhould be at Altona.

There have been great debates, in the
council of ftate, between the Prince of
Auguftemburg and the minifter of flate,
Rofencranz. The firft requires the mo-
ney fhould be coined at Altona, and the
latter at Copenhagen. It is faid that the
minifter intends on this occafion to give
in his refignation.

Bank bills equal to the value of one
million four hundred thoufand crowns are
to be fabricated. 'This bank is to ex-
change the old bills of the Danifh bank
for the new bank bills, at a given rate.

Should this rate, as is very probable,
be lower than the courfe of exchange, it
would be an excellent manceuvre to buy
up bank bills, at prefent, and afterward
convert them-into {pecie.

L E T~
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LETTER LV.

December 12th, 1786,

THE true veafon why the Duke of
Weimar is fo feafted is becaufe he has
undertaken to bring the Queen to con-
fent to the marriage of Mademoifelle
Vofs. The Queen laughed at the pro-
pofal, and faid—* Yes, they fhall have
" % my confent ; but they fhall not have it
« for nothing; on the contrary it fhall
¢ coft them dear.”—~And they are now
paying her debts, which amount to more
than a hundred thoufand crowns; nor
do I believe this will fatisfy her. While
the King of Pruffia is abforbed by medita-
" tions on this marriage, to me it appears
evident that, if the Emperor be capable
of a reafonable plan, he is now wooing
two wives, Bavaria and Silefia.—Yes, Si-
lefia; for 1donot think that fo many ma-

neeuvres on the Danube can be any other
M 2 than
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than the domino of the mafquerade. But
this is not the place in which he will
make his firft attempt. Every- thing de-
monftrates (and give me credit for begin-
ning to know this part of Germany) that
he will keep on the defenfive, on the fide
of Pruffia, which he will fuffer to ex-
hauft itfelf in efforts that he may freely
advance on Bavaria; nor is it probable
that he will trouble himfelf concerning
the means of recovering Silefia, till he
has firft made that immenfe acquifi-
tion.
I fay that he may freely advance; for,
to {peak openly, what impediment can
we lay in his way ? Omitting the million
and one reafons of indolence or impo-
tence which I could allege, let it be fup-
pofed that we thould aét—We fhould take
the Low Countries, and he Bavaria;
we the Milanefe, and he the republic of
Venice. What of all this would fave
Silefia? And what muft foon after be-
come of the Pruflian power ?—1It will be
faved by the faults of its neighbours.—
It will fall! This grand fairy palace will

come
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come to the earth with a fudden crufh,
or its government will undergo {fome re-
volution.

The King appears very tranquil con-
cerning future contingencies. He s
building near New Sans Souci, or rather
repairing and furnithing, a charming
houfe which formerly belonged to the
Lord Marfhal, and which is deftined for
Mademoifelle Vofs. The Princefs of
Brunfwic has requefted to have a houfe
at-Potfdam; and the King has beftowed
that on her which he inhabited as Prince
Royal, which he is furnithing at his own
expence. It is evident that this expiring
Princefs, crippled by David’s difeafe, and
confumed by inanity, is to be lady of
honour to Mademoifelle Vofs.

The debts of the Queen Dowager, the ‘
reigning Queen, the Prince Royal, now
become King, and of fome other com-
plaifant people, male and female, are
paid ; and, if we add to thefe fums the
penfions that have been beftowed, the
houfes that have been furnifhed, and the
offices that have been created, we fhall
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find the amount to be tolerably large.
This is the true way to be prodigal with-
out being generous. To this article it
may be added that the King has given to
Meflrs. Blumenthal, Gaudi, and Heinitz,
minifters of ftate, each a bailliage. This
is a new mode of making a prefent of a
thoufand louis. A-propos of the laft of
thefe minifters; the King has replied to
feveral perfons employed in the depart-
ment of the mines, who-had complained
of being {uperfeded, that hereafter there
fhall be no claims of {eniority.

He has terminated the affair of the
Duke of Mecklenburg with fome {light
modifications. .

He has given a miraculous kind recep-
tion to General Count Kalckreuth; he
who was aide de camp to and principal
agent of Prince Henry; who quarrelled
with him outrageouily for the Princefs;
and whom Frederic II. kept at a diftance
that he might not too openly embroil
himfelf with his brother. Kalckreuth is
a man of great merit, and an officer of
the firlt clafs; but the affeétation with

which
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which he has been diftinguithed by the
King appears to me to be directed againft
his uncle; perhaps too there may be a
mingled with of reconciling himfelf to
the army ; but, thould Count Bruhl per-
fift in affuming, not only the rank which
has been granted him but that likewife
of feniority, which will {uperfede all the
generals, with Moellendorf at their head,
I believe the diffatisfaction ,will be paft
remedy. All that is of little confequence
while peace fhall continue, and perhaps
would be the fame, were war immediately
declared, for a year to come ; but, in pro-
cefs of time, that which has been fown
fhall be reaped. It is a ftrange kind of
calculation which {preads difcontent
through an excellent army by favours
.and military diftin&ions, beftowed on a
race of men who have always been fuch

indifferent warriors. * * % % *% ¥
ok % % % Ok K K % % % %

# % ok ok * * ¥ ¥ ¥ F # ¥
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Not that I pretend to affirm there

- Mg are
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are not brave and intelligent men in the
fervice of Saxony. There are, for ex-
ample, two at prefent, very-much dif-
tinguithed; Captain Tielke of the ar-
tillery (#), whom Frederic withed to gain
but could not, though he offered him
the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and an
appointment of two thoufand crowns;
and Count Bellegarde, who is faid to be
one of the moft able officers in the
world. But thefe are not the perfons
whom they have gained for the Pruffian
fervice. Hitherto, in all the Saxon pro-
motions, the thing confulted was the
noble merit of being devoted to 1be feiZ,

or that of being recommended by Bifhopf~
werder,

PS. 1 forgot to mention to you that
Count d’Eft * * had, at my interceffion,
addrefled the Count de Vergennes, on

(i} Well known to officers for his military hiftory
of the war of 1756, which has been tranflated from
the German into feveral of the European lan-
guiges, T, ‘

the
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the propofition of inviting M. de la
Grange into France. It will be highly
worthy of Mr. de Calonne to remove
thofe money difficulties which Mr. de
Br# * will not fail to raife.

L ET-
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LETTER .LVL

Dﬂecfmb;frl.étb, 1786.

GENERAL Count Kalckreuth con-
tinues to be in favour. It is a fubject
worthy of obfervation, that, fhould this
favour be durable, fhould advantage
be taken of the very great abilities of
this gentleman, and fhould he be ap-
pointed to fome place of importance, the
King will then fhew he is not an enemy
to underftanding ; he is not jealous of
the merit of others; nor does he mean
to keep all men of known talents at a
diftance. ‘This will prove the myftics do
not enjoy the exclufive privilege of royal
favour. But all thefe deduétions, I ima~
gine, are premature ; for, although Kalc-
kreuth is the only officer of the army
who has hitherto been thus diftin-
guifhed; although he himfelf had con-
ceived hopes he thould be; although his
merit is-of the firft order; Moellendorf

having



[ 171 ]

having placed himfelf at the head of the
malecontents, which the King will never
pardon; Pritwitz being only a brave
and inconfiderate foldier, the ridiculous
echo of Moellendorf; Anhalta madmang
Gaudi almoft impotent, becaufe of his
fizey, and lying likewife under the impu-
tation of a detet in perfonal bravery,
which oceafioned Frederic I to fay of
him—+¢ He is a good profeflor, but, when
¢ the boys are to repeat the leflons they
¢ have learned, he is never to be found.”
~Although his other rivals are too
young, and too inexperienced, to give
him any uneafinefs ; in defpite of all this,
I fay, I {carcely can imagine but that the
principal caufe of the diftinction with,
which the King has treated him was the
defire of humbling Prince Henry. At
leaft T am very intimate with Kalckreuth,
of whom I made a tolerably fure conqueft
at the reviews of Magdeburg, and I have
reafon to believe that I know every thing
which has paffed between him and the
King ; in all which Ido not perceive, not

only
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only any thing conclufive, but, any thing
of great promife.

The King fupports his capitation-tax,
It is faid it will be fixed according to the
following rates. A lieutenant-general, a
minifter of ftate, or the widow of one of
thefe, at about twelve crowns, or forty-
eight French livres (two pounds fter-
ling) ; a major-general, or a privy-coun~
fellor, at ten crowns; a chamberlain, or
colonel, eight; a gentleman {ix; a pea-
fant, who holds lands in good provinces,
three; a half-peafant (a peafant who
holds lands has thirty acres, a half-pea-
fant ten) a crown twelve grofchen. In
the poor provinces, a peafant two crowns,
a half-peafant one.

Coffee hereafter is only to pay one
grofchen per pound, and tobacco the
fame. The general directory has re-
ceived a memorial on the fubje fo
firongly to the purpofe that, although
anonymous, it has been officially read,
after which it was formally copied to be
fent to the tobacco adminiftration, in or-

der
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der to have certain faéts verified. The
ftep appeared to be fo bold that the for-
mal copy, or protocole, was only figned
by four minifters; Meflrs. Hertzberg,
Arnim, Heinitz, and Schulemburg von
Blumberg.

The merchants deputized by the city
of Konigfberg have written that, if {alt is
to continue to be monopolized by the
maritime company, it will be ufelefs for
them to come to Berlin; for they can”
only be the bearers of grievances, with-
out knowing what to propofe. It is af-
ferted, in confequence, that the mari-
time company will lofe the monopoly of
falt. ‘This intelligence, to fay the leaft,
is very premature. Salt is an exceedingly
important article; and Struenfee, who
has exerted his whole faculties to fecure
it to himfelf, has been fo perfeétly fuc-
cefsful that he fells five thoufand lafts of
falt; twenty-eight muids conftituting
nine lafts. (The muid is one hundred

and forty-four bufhels.) * * * * %
£ % % K K K ¥ %X £ % * %

%* ¥ %
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I afk once again, if the maritime corme

pany is to be deprived of its moft lucra«
tive monopolies, how can it afford to pay
ten per cent for a capital of twelve hun-
dred thoufand crowns? When an edifice,
the fummit of which is fo lofty and the
bafis fo narrow, is once raifed, before any
part of it thould be demolifhed, it were
very neceflary to confult concerning the
props by which the remainder is to be
fupported. The King has declared that
he will render trade perfectly free, if any
means can be found of not leflening the
revenue. Is not this declaration plea-
fantly benevolent? I think I hear Job on
his dunghill exclaiming—¢ I confent to
¢ be cured of all my ulcers, and to be re-
¢ ftored to perfeét health, provided you
¢ will not give me any phyfic, and will
¢ not fubjeét me to any regimen.”

The munificence is fomewhat fimilar
to that which fhall reftore freedom to all
the merchandize of France, by obliging
it to pay exceflive heavy duties, the pro
duce of which fhall be applied to the
encouragement of fuch manufaétyres as

2 thall
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fhall be fuppofed capable of rivalling the
manufaétures of foreign nations. I
know not whether the King imagines he
has conferred a great benefit on trade;
but I know that throughout Europe all
contraband commerce is become a mere
article of infurance, the premium of
which is more or lefs according to local
circumftances; and that therefore a
heavy duty (with refpeét to the revenue)
is equivalent to a prohibition.

The King has ordered his fubjets to
be numbered, that he may not only know
their number but their age and fex.
Probably the changes which are pro-
jected to be made in the army are to be
the refult of this enumeration. But we
know how difficult all fuch numberings
are in every country upon earth. An-
other affair 1s in agitation, of a much
more delicate nature, and which {fuppofes
a general plan and great fortitude;
which is a land-tax on the eftates of the
nobles. ‘The projeét begins to tranfpire,
and the provincial counfellors have. re-
ceived orders to fend certain informa-

tions,
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tions, which feem to have this purpofe
in view, I will believe it is accomplifhed
when 1 fee it.

Single and diftin& faéts are of lefs im-
portance to you than an intimate know-
ledge of him who governs. All the
charaéters of weaknefs are united to thofe
1 have {o often defcribed.  Spies already
are employed ; informers are made wel-

come ; thofe who remonfirate meet an-
ger, and the fincere are repulfed or driven
to a diftance.. Women only preferve the
right of faying what they pleafe. There
has lately been a private concert, at which
Madam Hencke, or Rietz, for you know
that this is one and the fame perfon, was
prefent, and ftood behind a {creen, Some
noife was heard at the door. A valet de
chambre half opened it, and there found
the Princefs Frederica of Pruflia, and
Mademoifelle Vofs. The firft made a
fign for hinr to be filent. The valet de
chambre difobeyed. The King inftantly
rofe, and introduced the two ladies. Some
minutes afterward, a noife was again
heard, behind the fcreen. The King ap-
peared
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peared to be embarraffed. Mademoifelle
Vofs afked what it was. Her royal lover
replied—¢ Nothing but my people.”—
“The two ladies however had quitted the
Queen’s card-table to indulge this pretty
whim. The King was making a joke of
the matter, on the morrow, when one of
the ladies of the palace who was prefent
faid to him—¢ The thing is very true,
¢ Sire; but it were to be withed that it
% were not.”—Another lady afked him,
‘the other day, at table—¢ But why, Sire,
¢ are all the letters opened at the poft-
% office ? It is a very ridiculous and very
¢ odious proceeding.”

He was told that the German plays,
which he proteéts very much, are nos
good —¢ Granted,” replied he; ¢ but
" better thefe than a French play-houfe,
¢ which would fill Berlin with huffies,
¢ and corrupt the manners of the peo-
“ ple.,” — From which mo doubt you
would conclude that the German ac-
trefles are Lucretias. You muft alfo
efpecially admire’ the morality of this
protector of morals, who goes to fup in

Vor. IL N- the
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the houfe of his former miftrefls with
three women, and makes a procurefs of
his.daughter. -

He troubles himfelf as little with fo-
reign politics as if he were intirely fe-
cure from all poffible tempefls. He
fpeaks in panegyrics of the Emperor, of
the French always with a {neer, of the
Englith with refpet. The fa& is the
man appears to be nothing; lefs than
nothing ; and I fear left thofe diverfions
which may be made in his favour are ex-
aggerated. I fhall on this occafion notice
that the Duke de Deux Ponts efcapes us;
but he unites himfelf the clofer to the
‘Germanic-league, which has fo high an
opinion of itfelf that it really. believes it
does not ftand in need of our aid. Un-
der the ftandard of what chief it has ac-
quired this prefumption Heaven knows !

There is an anecdote which to me is
prophetical, but the force of which you
will not feel, for want of knowing the
country. Prince Ferdinand has received
the fifty thoufand crowns which were
due to him, according to the will of ‘the

King,
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King, on the fimple order of Werdet,
conceived in thefe words :—¢ His Ma~
¢ jefty has given me his verbal ¢command
¢ to lay down the fifty thoufand crowns
% to your highnefs, which will be paid to
“ you or your order, by the treafury, at
“ ficht. Welner.”— An order for fifty
thoufand crowns, to be paid down, figned
by any other than the King, is a mon-
ftrofity in the political regulations of
Pruffia.

Ere& a bank, and bleflings be upon
you; forit is the fole refource for finance,
which would not be horribly burthen-
fome; the only money-machine which,
inftead of borrowing with dearnefs and
difficulty, will caufe you to receive; the
only corner-ftone on which, under pre-
fent circumftances, the bafis of the power
of the minifter of finance can be fupport—
ed. Struenfee, who is more ftiff in the
ﬂlrrups thdn éver, fince he muft necef-
farily become the profeflor of the new
miniftry, has charged me to inform you
that the King will probably purchafe
{hares to the amount of feveral millions,

N 2 if
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if you will fend him (Struerfee) an ab-
ftra& of the regulations of the bank, ac-
cording to which he may make his report
and propofals.

Apropos of Struenfee, with whom I
am daily more intimate. He has defired
me to inform you that the change of the
commandite () for the dealing in piaftres
will very powerfully lower your exchange;
and the following is his reafoning to prove
his affertion.

“ The remonftrances of the bank of
¢ St. Charles to preferve the remit-
¢ tances of the court, on commiffion,
¢ at the rate of ten per cent, have
“ been entirely rejeéted 3 it has only
¢ been able to obtain them on {pecula-
“ tions and on the conditions propofed by
¢ the Gremios ([); that is to fay at an m-
“ tereft of fix per cent for the money
¢ advanced.

¢ The fame bank has lately changed

(#) Money-agents.-
¢!) A company of Bpanith merchants fo called. T.

¢« the
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¢ the commandite at Paris for the piaftre -
% bufinefs, and has fubftituted the houfe
¢ of Le Normand to that of Le Cou-
¢ teulx. As the former does not at pre-
¢ fent poflefs {o extenfive a credit as the
¢ latter, many people forefee that the
¢ Spanith bank will be under the necef-
“ fity of keeping a greater {upply of ready
¢ money with their commandite.

¢ In the interim, it has found itfelf eX-
¢ tremely diftrefled. Defirous of fettling
¢ its accounts with the houfe of Le Cou-
¢ teulx, and other houfes in France, it
¢ was in want of the {fum of three mil-
¢ lions of French livres (a hundred and
“ twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling).
¢ To obtain this, it addreffed itfelf to
“ government, and endeavouring to call
¢ in fixty millions of reals (m) which
¢ were its due. . Government having,
¢ under various pretences, declined pay~
« ment, the bank declared itfelf infol-
¢ vent, and that it muft render the ftate

(m) The intrinfic value of the real according to
the mint affay is five pence 5. T.

N 3 €« Of
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¢ of its affairs public. ‘This means pro=
“ duced its effe¢t ; government came to
“its aid, and gave it afflignments for

¢ twenty millions of reals, payable anny»
“ ally.” . o

L E T=-
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LETTER LVIL

December 19, 1786.

THE comedy, which Prince Henry had
promifed the world every Monday, had its
firft reprefentatlon on yefterday evening.
The King came, contrary to the expeé’ta-‘
tion of the Prince, and highly amufed
himfelf. I was a clofe obferver of royalty,
as you may fuppofe. It is incontrovertibly
thie cup of Circe which muft be prefent-
ed, in order to feduce him, but filled ra-
ther with beer than tokay. One remark
fufficiently curious, which I made, was
that Prince Henry amufed himfelf for lns
own perfonal pleafure, and was not fub—
© je€t to the leaft abfence of mind; neither
of politics nor of attention to his guefts.
All the foreign minifters were prefent,
but I was the only ftranger who ftaid to
fupper ; and the King, who, when the

N 4 comedy
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comedy was over, behaved all the even-
ing with great referve, except when fome
burft of laughter was forced from him by
the obfcene jefts of Prince Frederic of
Brunfwic, contemplated me with an eye
more than cold. He is inceflantly irri-
tated againft me by fpeeches which are
made for me ; and the moft harmlefs of
my acquaintance are reprefented as per-
fonally offenfive to his Majefty. For my
own part, I am perfetly the tevetfe of
difconfolate on the fubject. I only notice
this that I may defcribe my prefent fitu-
ation, exactly as it is, w1thout any hypo-
crify.

It is truc that Count Hertzberg has
been on the point of lofing his place ;
the occafion of which was what follows,
He had announced the promifed arrange-
ment to the Duke of Mecklenburg, not-
with{tanding which the affair was not
expedited. Driven beyond his patience,
and impatience in him is always brutal,
he one day faid to the members of the
General Diretory—¢ Gentlemen, you

** muft
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¢ muft proceed a little fafter, bufinefs
¢ is not done thus; this is a ftate which
¢ can only proceed with aétivity.”—Ar
account was given to the King of thj
vehement apoftrophe. The Sovereigj[
warmly reprimanded his minifter, wh
offered to refign. Blumenthal, it is fai+
accommodated the affair.

Apropos of the Duke of Mecklenburd'
the King, when he received his tharj
for the reftitution of his bailliages, (ad
to him,—¢ I have done nothing more
¢ than my duty ; read the device of niy
« order.”—Suum cuique. (n)——The Pols,
when the®ruflian arms were erect:d to
denote the limits of the frontiers, after
difmemberment by the late King, :dded
rapuit to the motto. (o) 1 do not imagine
Frederic William will ever give ocLaﬁon
to a fimilar epigram,

A very remarkable incident .n the
hiftory of the human heart was: the
following.  After various retrenchments

(n) To every one his own.
(0) Suum cuique rapuit, He took flom cvery one

his own.
had
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had been made upon this Duke, efpe-
cially in the promifes that had been
given him, one of the courtiers repre-
{ented to the King, that he would not
he fatisfied. “ Well,” faid his Ma-
jefty, ¢ then we muft give him a yellow
¢ ribband ;”—and accordingly yefterday
he yellow ribband was given. The vain-
dorious Duke at this moment found the
arangement of the bailliages perfectly fa-
tsfactory, and this was the occafion of
Hs toming to return thanks.

Would you wifh to obtain a tolerably
juft idea of the manner of living, in this
ncble zennis-court, (p) called the court of
Berlia ? If {fo, pay {fome attention to the
folloving traits, and recolleét that I
could colleét a hundred of the fame fpe-
cles.

ThePrincefs Frederica of Pruffia is now
nineteen, and her apartment is open at

(¢, Tripot. The juft value of the Author’s word
feems to le thow-booth, Tennis-courts were formerly
Jhired in France by rope-dancers, tumblers, and fhaw-
men ; in which we muft not omit the allufion to the
debauzhery of manners of fuch people in France. T.

eleven
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eleven every morning. The Dukes of
Weimar, Holftein, and Mecklenburg, all
ill-bred libertines, go in and out of it two
or three times in the courfe of the fore-
noon.

The Duke of Mecklenburg was re-
counting I know not what tale to the
King. The Prince of Brunfwic, awk-
wardly enough, trod on the toe of a
perfon prefent, to make him take no-
tice of fométhing which he thought ri-
diculous. The Duke ftopped thort in
his difcour{fe—¢ I believe, Sir, you are
¢ diverting yourfelf at my expence.”—
He went on with his converfation to the
King, and prefently ftopped again—¢ I
¢ have long, Sir, been acquainted with
¢ the venom of your tongue; if you
“ have any thing to fay, fpeak it to my
% face, and I fhall anfwer you.”—More
converfation and other interruptions.—
¢ When I am gone, Sire, the Prince will
¢ paint me in charming colours; I beg
“ your Majefty will recolle& what has
# juft paffed.” :

This
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"This fame Prince Frederic is, as I have
very often told you, the chief Of the myf~
tics, againft whom he uttered the moft
horrid things to Baron Knyphaufen.—
“ But how is this, my Lord ?” replied
the Baron: ¢ I underftood you were the
« pope of that church.”—¢ It is falfe.”—
% 1have too good an opinion of your ho~
“ nefty to imagine you can be of a fo&t
¢ which you difavow ; I therefore give
¢ you my promife every where to declare
¢ you defpife the myftics too much to be
“ one of them; and thus you will reco-
¢ ver your reputation.”—The Prince beaj;
about the buth, and called off his dogs..

A courtier, a grand marfhal of the
court, petitions for a place promifed to
five candidates. I remarked to him—
 But how, Sir, if the place be engag-
¢ ed ?”—* Oh, engagements are nothing
¢ at prefent,” anfwered he gravely ; ¢ for
¢ this month paft we have left off keeps
¢ ing our word.”

Welner, the real author of the dif-
grace of Schulemburg, went to fee him,
pitied
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pitied him, and faid—¢ You have too
% much merit not to have many enemies.”
—% I, many enemues, Sir !” faid the ex~
minifter ; “ I know of but three, Prince
% Frederic, becaufe I would not give his
¢ hunt{fman a place; Bithop{werder, be-
¢ caufe I difmifled one of his dependents ;
¢ and you, becaufe I know not why.”
Welner began to weep, and to {wear that
detra&tion was every where rending his
chara&ter.—¢ Tears are unworthy of
¢ men,” faid Schulemburg ; “and Il am
¢ unable to thank you for yours.”

In a word all is funken to the dithinu-
tive, as all was exalted to the grand.

It is afferted that the Pruflian mer-
chants will be allowed a free trade in falt
and wax. I cannot werify the fa& to-
day ; Struenfee will be too much occupied,
it being poft day; but if it be true the
maritime company, which at once will be
~ deprived of {alt, wax, coffee, tobacco; and
probably of wood, cannot longer fupport
the burthen of eighteen per cent at the
leaft; a profit which no folid trade can

afford,
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afford, and which perhaps Schulemburg
himfelf, with all his lucrative exclufive
privileges, could not have paid, but by
perplexing the treafury accounts, {o that
the gains of one branch concealed the
deficiencies of another.

As to the filk manufaétures, which’
are propofed to be laid afide, I do not
perceive that any inconvenience whatever
will refult from this. An annual boun-
ty of forty thoufand rix-dollars. (fix thou-
fand two hundred and fifty pounds fter-
ling) divided among the mafter weavers
of Berlin, added to the prohibition of
foreign filks, will never enable them to
maintain a competition. Nay, as I have
before explained to you, the very manugs
facturers themfelves {muggle, and thus
fupply more than one-third of the filks
that are ufed in the country; for it is
ealy to conceive that purchafers will pre-
fer the beft filks, which have more {ub-
ftance than, and are of fuperior work-
manfthip to, thofe which monopoly would
oblige them to buy. Not that the raw

materials
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materials coft the manufaéturer of Berlin
more than they do the manufaturer of .
Lyons. They both procure them from
the {fame countries, and the former does
not pay the fix per cent entrance duty,
to which the Lyons manufaéturer is fub-
ject; befide that the German workman
will labour with more diligence than the
French ; nor is labour much dearer here
than at Lyons. The one receives eight-
pence an ell for making, and the other
eight-pence three farthings for the fame -
quantity, of equal finenefs, which {carce-
ly amounts to one'and a half per ceat
on the price of the filk, eftimated at five
livres (four fhillings and two-pence) the
- French ell. The Berlin manufadturer
has likewife, by a multitude of local cal-
culations of trade, to which I have paid
fevere attention, an advantage of thirty
per cent over the Lyons trader, at the
fair of Frankfort on the Oder. And,
whether it proceed from a defeét in the
government, the poverty of the work-
men, or the ignorance of the manu-
facturer, he ftill cannot {upport the com-

petition,
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petition. Of what ufe therefore are fo
many ruinous looms, of which thete are
not lefs than fixteen hundred and fifty,
at Berlin, Potfdam, Frankfort, and Koep-
nic}? The produét of which however is
far from being equivalent to the fame
number of looms at Lyons. The Berlin
weaver will not, at the utmoft, do more
than two-thirds of the work turned out
of hand by the weaver of Lyons. Of
thefe fixteen hundred and fifty looms,
we may reckon about twelve hundred in
which are weaved taffetas, brocades, vel-
vets, &c.  The remainder are employed
in fabricating gauze, about nine hundred
and eighty thoufand Berlin ells of which
are annually produced. (The French ell
is equal to an ell three quarters of Berlin
meafure.) The twelve hundred filk-
looms only produce about nine hundred
and fixty thoufand ells; which in the
whole amount to one million nine hun-
dred and forty thoufand ells. The
fum total of the looms confume about
one hundred and fourteen thoufand
pounds weight of raw filk, at fixteen

4 ounges
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vunces to the pound.  (¥ou know that
feventy=fix 'thoufand pounds weight of
wrought filk will require about one hun-
dred and fourteen thoufand pounds \Ve}ght
of undrefled filk.) There are alfo twenty-
cight . thoufend pair, per annum, of fitkk
ftockings fabricated at Berlin ; ‘which
confume about five thoufand paunds
weight. of raw filk. It'is ‘principally in
the ftocking manufa&ory that the ﬁlL
of the country is employed ; which in
reality is {uperior in quality to that of the
Levant; but they fo ill underftand the
art of {pinning it, in the Pruffian ftates,
that it is with difficulty worked in the
filk-loom. The ftocking ‘manufaéurers
ufe it to a greater advantage, becaufe, be-
ing cheap, and of a ftrong quality, ftock-
ings are made from it preferable to thofe
of Nifmes and Lyons, in which cities
the rejected filk alone is fet apart for
ftockings. From eight to twelve thou-
fand pounds weight of filk is annually
obtained in the Pruffian ftates, in which
‘there are mulberry trees enough to {fup-

ply thlrty thoufand pounds weight. This
Yor. II, O confhtutcs
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conftitutes no very. formidable rivalfhip
with the filk produced in the: ftates of
the King of Sardinia. .

The commifflion of enquiry has writ-
ten to inform Launay that it has no far-
ther demand to make from him3; and in
confequence he has addreffed the King
for permiffion to depart.—The King re-
plied—¢ I have told you to wait here till
¢ the commiffion fhall be clofed.”—There
is either cunning or tyranny on one fide
or the other.

L ET
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LETTER -LVII

Decem):er 2 3d 1786:

MADE’VIOISELLE HENCKE, or
Maddm Rietz, as you think proper to call
her, has petitioned the King to be pleafed
to let: her know what fhe is to -expeét,
and to give her an eftate on whxch the
may retire. The. Sovereign offered her a
country houfe, at the diftance -of fome
leagues from Potfdam. - - The lady fent a
pofitive refufal, and the King, in return,
will not hear any mention made of an
eftate. It isdifficult.to fay what fhall be
the produét of this conflit between -cu-
pidity and avarice, The paftoral, in the
mean time, proéeeds without relaxation.
Ines de Caftro has feveral times been
performed at the German theatre, imitat-
ed from the Englifh and not from the
French. In the fourth a, the Prince
repeats with ardour every oath. of fidelity

02 to
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to 4 lady of honour. This has been the
moment of each reprefentation which
the Queen has chofen to leave the houfe.
Was it the effe&t of chance, or was it in-
tendedly marked ? This is a queftion that
cannot be anfwered, from any confidera-
tion of the turbulent and verfatile, but
not very feeble, charaéter. of this Princefs.

When her brother-in-law, the Duke
of Weimar, arrived, the King gave him a
very gracious reception ; and by degrees
his tounténance changed to icy coldnefs.
Conjeétures are tiat he has been hike-
warm, or has wanted addrefs in his nego-
ciation with the Queen, on the fubjeét of
the: marriage, which is far-from being
determined on. Two privaté houfes have
been bought at Pot{dam, and have been
furnithed with every degree of magnifi-
cence. And to what purpofe, if marriage
be intended ? May not the wife be lodged
inthe palace ! Speaking of arr arigementsy
tet me inform you that the King has fent
a Mr. Paris, his valet de chambre, into
France, to pay his perfonal debts there,
and to purchafe fuch things as are want-

ing
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ing to thefe newly-bought houfes which
are confecrated to love.

The relations of Mademolfelle Vofs,
who four months fince prefled her to de-
part for Silefia, there to marry a gentle-
man who afked her hand, are at prefent
the firlt to declare that the projeéted
royal marriage would be ridiculous, and
even abfurd.  In fa&, its confequences
might be very dangerous; for, fhould
difguft fucceed enjoyment, a thing which
has tbeem feen to happen, Mademoifelle
Vofs muft feparate with a penfion in-
{tead of which, in her rank of favourite,
fhe might rapidly make her own fortune,
that' of her family, and procure-the ad=
vancement of her creatures,

~Be this as it may, the time is paffed at
Pot{fdam In projeéting 'howers for love 3
-and, though the Sovereign might not
perhaps be exaétly addreffed in the words
of La Hire to 'Charles VII.—¢ I affure
“ you, Sire, it is impeflible to lafe a king-
% dom with -greater gaiety ;”—it may at
leaft be faid,—¢ It is impofiible to rifk a
% kingdom more. tenderly.”—But, what-
O3 ever
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ever tranquillity may be affected, there are
proceedings and projeé&s which, without
alarming, for he certainly has valour, oc-
cupy the Monarch. The journey of the
Emperor to Cherfon, the very abrupt and
very formal declaration of Ruffia te the
city of Dantzic, the intended camp of
eighty thoufand men in Bohemia, for
the amufement of the King of Naples,
are at leaft incidents that may compel
attention, if not remark. There are
doubts concerning the journey of the
Emprefs into the Crimea,Potemkim being
unwilling to make her a witnefs of the
incredible poverty of the people dnd the
army, in this newly acquired garden,

The difcouragement of the miniftry
of Berlin ftill continues to increafe. The
King, for thefe two months, has not aé-
ed in concert with any fingle minifter.
Hence their torpor and pufillanimity are
augmented. Count Hertzberg is pro-
greflive in his defcent, and Werder be-
gins to decline.  The Kipg remains to-
tally unconcerned ; and never was the
mania of reigning in perfon and of dos

ing
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ing nothing carried to greater excefs. In-
ftead of the capitation, a tax on houfes is
talked of, as a {ubftitute. I begin to think
that neither of thefe taxes will take place.
‘There is an inclination to retraét without
difgrace, if that be poffible ; and the pre-
text will be furnithed by the advice of
the provincial prefidents. It is the more
extraordinary that this capitation tax
{hould be fo much perfifted in, fince, un~
der the reign of Frederic William I. a fi-
milar attempt was made, and which on
the fecond year was obliged to be re-
nounced.

. The Pruffian army has made a new
acquifition, of the fame kind with thofe
by which it has been enriched for thefe
four months paft. I fpeak of Prince Eu-
gene of Wirtemberg. He began his ca-
reer by an gxcefs of libertinage. He fince
has diftinguithed himfelf in the trade of
corporal-fchlag (g) 3 and by ftretching the
feverity of difcipline to ferocity. He not-
withftanding has not acquired any great

(4) The flogging-corporal : from [chlagen ; to frike
er whip, T, .
Q 4 reputation



[. 200 ]

reputation by thefe nieans. He has lived
at Paris, and plunged into all the follies
of Mefmerifm. (r) He afterward profef-
fed to be a fommambulift, and next con-
tinued the farce by the prattice of
midwifery. Thefe different mafquerades
accompanied and concealed the real ob-
je& of his ambition and his fervor, which
is to give credit to the feét of the myf-
tics, of whom he is one of the moft en-
thufidftic chiefs. A regiment has lately
been grantéd him, which brings him to
Berlin. His fortune will not. permit him
to live wholly there ; but his frtuation
will allow him to make journeys to that
city, where he will be ufeful to the fa-
thers of the new chrurch. Singular, ardent,
and a&tive, he delivers himfelf like an
oracle, and enflaves his hearers by his
powerful and ecftatic elocution ; with his
eyes fometimes haggard, always inflamed,
and his countenance in exceffive emotion.

(r) Mefmier was the quack-father of the modern
magnetifts ; with ﬁzhom, by the kind intervention of
Mainaduc, we are now become fomewhat acquaint-
ed. T, ”

In



T 201 ]
In a word, he is one of thofe men

whom hypocrites and jugglers make theit
fuccefsful precurfors.

234, at Noon,

T have jult had a very deep and almoft
fentimental converfation with Prince

Henry. "% % % % % % # % =%
E I I T T TR T I R
He is'in 2 ftate of utter difcouragement,
as well on his own behalf as on behalf of
‘his country, He has confirmed all I have
related to you, and all I thall now re~
late.~Torpor in every operation, gloom
at court, ftupefadion among minifters,
difcontent every where.—Little is pro-
“Je&ed, lefs ftill is executed.  When it is
noticed that bufinefs is fuffered to lan-
guith, the King’s being in love is very
‘gravely given as the reafon ; and it is af-
firmed that the vigotr of adminiftration
depends 'on ‘the compliance 'of Mademoi-
felle Vofs. Remarks at the fame tinte
are made how ridiculous it is thus to fuf-
pend the dffaiys of a w‘ho}e kingdom,

“&e. &c.
The
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The general diretory, which fhould
be. a council of ftate, is nothing more’
than an office to expedite’ cominon occur-
rences. If minifters make any propofi-
tion no anfwer is returned; if they re-
monftrate they meet with difguft. What
they ought to do is fo far from what
they actually do, that the debafement of
their dignity occafions very difagreeable
refleCtions,  Never was a public opinion
produced more {fuddenly than it has been
by FredericWilliamII. in a country where
the feeds of fuch opinion did not appear
to exift,

Prince Henry can find np remedy for
domeftic vices, but he has no apprehen-
fions concerning fox_‘eign affairs; becaufe
that the King is at prefent wholly decided
m favour of France,and {till more deftitute
of confidence for the favourers of the
Englith faltion.—Pray take notice that
this 1s the verfion of the Prince; not
that I am very incapable of believing it,
if we da not throw up our own chances,

What the public papers have ap-
nounced, refpeéting the journey of Prince

Henry,



[ 203 ]

Henry, i1s without foundation. Some
with to go to Spa and France, but no
plan is yet determined on; a vague hope,
which he cannot {uffer to expire, not-
withftanding the blows he receives, will
detain him at Rheinfberg. Year will fuc-
ceed to year; the moment of reft will
arrive, and habit will enchain him in his
frofty caftle, which he has lately en-
larged and rendered more commodious.
To thefe different motives, add a nullity
of charaéter, a will unftable as the clouds,
frequent indifpofition,and a heated imagi»
nation, by which he is exhaufted, That

which we defire without fuccefs, gives
l more torment than that which is exe-
cuted with difficulty.

A fecond minifter is to be appointed for
Silefia ; one fingly is a kind of Viceroy,
It is dangerous, fay they, to fee with the
gyes of an indjvidual only.  Divide et im-~
pera. ‘Thus far have they advanced in
their politics.

Prince Frederic of Brunfwic is ardent-
ly a&ive in his intrigues againft Prince
Henry, and the Duke his brother. What

‘ he
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he withes is not known ; but he withes,
and hence he has acquired a certain im-
portance among the tumultuous crowd,
who cannot perceive that a contemptible
prince is ftill more contemptible than an
ordinary man. He neither can be of any
durable utility, nor in the leaft degree
agreeable or eftimable ; but, under certain
given circumftances, he may be a very
neceflary {py.

L E T=-
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LETTER LIX

December 26th, 1786.

A Grand lift of promotions is {poken of,
in which Prince Henry and  the Duke of
Brunfwic are .included, as field-marfhals.
But the firft {ays he will not be a field-
marfhal.. He- continually oppofed that
title being beftowed on the Duke, under
Frederic I1. who refufed to confer {fuch a
rank on the princes of the blood. This
alternative of haughtinefs and vanity,
even aided by his ridiculous comedy, will
not lead him far. He intends to depart
in-the month of September for Spa; he
1s afterward to vifit our fouthern pro-
vinces ; and from thence is to continue
his journey'to Paris, where he is to pafs
the winter. Such are his prefent pro-
jedts, and the probability is fufficiently
great that not any thmg of -all this will
happen | :

The
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The King has declared that he will not
beftow any places on perfons who are al-
ready in office under the Piinces. This
may perhaps be the caufe that Count
Noftitz has forfaken Prince Henry. The
Count is a very ftrange kind of being.

Firft {fent into Sweden, where he erected
himfelf a chief of fome envoys of the
fecond order, finding himfelf diffatisfied
with the fevere laws of etiquette, he pal-
fed a flovenly life in an office which he
exercifed without abilities. On his re-
turn, he procured himfelf the appoint-
ment of one of the gentlemen who ac-
companied the Prince Royal into Ruffia,
but the confent of the Prince he had for-
gotten to afk. He was confequently re-
garded as an inconvenient infpeétor, and
was but {paringly produced on public oc-
.cafions. Hence arofe ill-humour, com-
plaints, and murmurs. The late King
fent him into Spain, where he diffipated
the remainder of his fortune. The mer-
chants of Embden, and of Konigfbergy
requefted the Spaniards would lower the
duties on I know not what {fpecies of

mer-
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mérchdndize.  Count Noftitz folicited,
negociated, and prefently wrote word—
¢ That the new regulations were wholly
¢ to the advantage of the Pruffian {ub-
“jects.” The King ordered the court
of Spain. to be thanked. Fortunately
Count Finckenftein, who had not re-
ceived the regulations, delayed fending the
thanks. The regulations came, and the
Pruffian merchants were found to be
more burthened than formerly. His Ma-
jefty was in .a rage. Noftitz was fud-
denly re‘c,alle‘d, ‘and arrived at Berlin
‘without. the fortune that he had fpent,
deftitute of the refpect that he had loft,
and deprived of all future hopes. Prince
Henry welcomed him to his palace, an
afylum open’ to all malecontents. Here
he remaiged eighteen months, and here
difplayed himfelf in the fame manner
that he had done every where elfe: in-
confiftent in his imaginations, immo-
ral in mind, ungracious in manners,
not capable of writing, not willing to
raad, as vain as a blockhead, as hot

as a turkey-cock, and unfit for any kind
of
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of office, becaufe he neither poffefles pritis
ciples, feduétive manners, nor knowledge:
Such as here depiéted, this infipid mor+
tal, the true hero of the Dunciad, Is in
a few days to be appeinted envoy to the
eleGorate of Hanover. In excufe for
fo capricious a choice, it is alleged that
he will have nothing to do in the place:
But wherefore fend 2 man to a place
where he has nothing to do?

Madam Rietz, who of all the miftreffes
of the Sovereign has moft effeGually
refifted the inconftancy of men, and the
intrigues of the wardrobe (s), has mos=
deftly demanded the margraviate of
Schwedt from the King, to ferve as a
place of retreat; and four gentlemen to
travel with her fon as with the fon of a
monarch. This audacious requeft has
not difpleafed the King, who had been
offended by.the demand made of an
eftate. He no doubt has difcovered that

(s) La garde-robe. ¢ An ounce of civet, good apothes
€ cary.” T.

[3)

he
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he is highly refpe&ted, now that he re=
teives propofitions {fo honourable.

His former friends no longer can ob-
tain a minute’s audience; the gates to
them are gates of brafs. But a come
dian, whofe name is Marron, at prefent an
inn-keeper at Verviers, lately came to fo=
licit his proteétion. He chofe the mo-
ment when the King was ftepping into his
carriage. 'The King faid to him—¢ By
“ and by ; by and by.”—Marron waited ;
the King returned, fent for him into his
apartments, {poke with him a quarter of
an hour, received his requeft, and pro-
mifed every thing for which- he peti«
tioned.—Never, no, never will fubaltern
influence decline; footmen will be all-puif-
fant. Welner has publicly obtained the
furname of wviceray, or of petty king.

The Monarch has written to the gene-
ral of the gendarmes (Pritwitz) noticing
that feveral of his officers played at games
of chance; that thefe games were for-
bidden; that he fhould renew the pro-
hibitions under pain of being fent to the

Vor. 1L P fortrefs
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fortrefs for the firft offence, and of being
broken for the fecond. The information
and the threat were meant at the General
himf{elf, who has loft much money with
the Nuke of Mecklenburg.

It is affirmed that the Duke of Brunf-
wic will be here from the eighth to the fif-
teenth of January. But Archimedes himfelf
demanded a point of fupport, and I fee none
of any kind at Berlin. Theye are nume-
rous wifhes, but not one will; and the
wifhes themf{elves are incoherent, contra-
diétory, and rath ; he does not know nor
will he ever know how to connet a fingle
link in the chain ; he will more efpecially
never know how to dop off the parafiti-
cal and avaricious fucker. Agriculture
15 what is moft neceflary to be encou-
raged, particularly as foon as commercial
oppreflion fhall be renounced; though
this oppreflion has hitherto been pro-
ductive of gold, thanks to the fituation
of the Pruffian ftates. But how may
agriculture be encouraged in a country
where the half of the peafants are at-

tached
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tached to the glebe? For fo they are in
Pomerania, Pruflia, and in other parts.

It would be a grand operation in the
royal domains, were they divided into
{mall farms, as has fo long fince been
done by the great landholders in Eng-
land. It isa fubjeft of much greater im-
portance than regulations of trade; but
there are fo many interefted people to be
controverted, and the habit of fervitude
is fo rooted, that ftrength of underftand-
ing, energy and confiftency, not one grain
of which I can find here, are neceflary to
make the attempt. More knowledge
likewife is requifite than will here be
found, for a long time to comie, for it
to be fuppofed that there is no town, no
province, which would not moft gladly
confent to pay the King much more than
the neat revenue he at prefent obtains, if,
he would fuffer the inhabitants to affefs
themfelves; taking care however con-
tinually to watch over the afleflments,
that the magiftrates and the nobles might
not opprefs the people; or for it to be

P 2 imagined
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imagined that the fubje&t would not gain
three fourths of the expences of colleé-
ing, and would be free of all thofe un-
worthy reftraints which are at prefent im-
pofed upon them, by the fifcal treafury.

It is alfo neceffary to recolleét that it
is not here as with us, where the body,
the mafs, of national wealth is fo great,
becaufe of the excellence of the foil and
the climate, the correfpondence between
the provinces, &c. &c. that we may cut
as clofe as we will, provided we do not
erect kilns to burn up the grafs ; and that
in France the expences of colleéting only
need be diminifthed ; that no other relief
is neceflary ; nay, that we may ftill pro-
digioufly increafe the load, provided that
load be well poifed.—Here, two or three
provinces at the utmoft excepted, the
bafis is {o narrow and the foil fo little
fruitful, fo damp, fo impoverifhed, that it
is only for tutelary authority to perform
the greateft part of all which can recon-
cile nature to this her negleGted off-
fpring. ‘The divifion of the domains it-
{elf, an operation {o produétive of every

kind
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kind of refource, requires very powerful
advances ; for the farmer’s ftock and the
implements of hufbandry are, perhaps,
thofe which, when wanting, the arm can
leaft {fupply.

Independent of this grand point of
view, we muft not forget THE MILITARY
POoWER, which muft here be refpeéted,
for here ‘there are neither Alps nor
Apennines, rivers nor {eas for ramparts ;
here therefore, with fix millions of inha-
bitants, government is defirous, and to a
certain point is obliged, to maintain two
hundred thoufand men in arms. In war,
there are no other means than thofe of
courage or of obedience, and obedience
is an Innate idea in the férf peafant; for
which reafon perhaps the grand force of
the Pruffian army confifts in the union
of the feudal and military {yftem. Ex-
clufive of that vaft confideration, which
I thail elfewhere develope, let me add it
will not be {ufficient here to a¢t like fuch
or fuch a Ruflian or Polifh lord, and
fay—¢ You are enfranchifed”—For the

ferfs here will reply—¢ We are very
P 3 “ much
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¢ much obliged te you for your enfran~
¢ chifement, but we do not choofe to be
¢ free.”—Or even to beftow lands gratui-
toufly on them, for they will anfwer—
¢ What would you have us do with
¢ lands (¢) ?"— Proprietors and property
can only be erefted by making advances ;

(¢) Itis a melancholy truth that fuch is, and in-
deed fuch muft neceflarily be, the fpirit of ferf pea-
fants ; nay, in Ruffia this error is more rooted than
in Pruffia. The peafants have no examples of the
poffibility of exifting in a ftate of independence: they
think themfelves certain of an afylum againft hunger,
and old age, in the domains of their tyrants, and, if en-
franchifed, would imagine themfelves abandoned to an
inhofpitable world (which indeed locally {peaking they
would be), in which they muft be expofed to periffy
with cold and hunger. Men in a body muft be led to
aé from motives of intereft, which when well under-
ftood are the beft of motives, Nothing would be
more eafy than to convince the peafantry of the largeft
empire, in a few vears, of what their true intereft and
the true intereft of all parties is, were not the majority
of men, unfortunately, incapable of looking far beyond
the trifling wants, and the paltry paffions, of the mo-
ment. Itis a melancholy confideration that fo many
ages muit yet revolve before truths fo fimple fhall be
univerfally known ; even now that the divine art of
printing is difcovered, T,

and
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and advances are¢ expenfive; and, as
there are fo few governments which have
the wifdom to fow in order, that they
m‘ay reap, this will not be the firft to be-

in. It is hittle probable that the morn=-
ing of wholefome politics fhould ﬁrﬁ
break upon this country. :

At prefent it is almoft publicly known
that the Count d'Eft # # is to depart in
the month of April for France. I fhall
fubmit it to your delicacy, and to your
juftice, to pronounce whether I can re-
main here the overfeer of a chargé 4 af-
Jaires.  During his abfence, funétions
might be beftowed on me: here I cer-
tainly would not remain under an envoy
per mterim 3 nor would this require more
than the {imple precaution of fending me
{ecret credentials. But, as no fuch thing
will be done, you will perceive that this
is a jnew and very ftrong reafon for my
departure, about that time. Thofe who
would make me nothing more than a
gazetteer are ill acquainted with man-
kind; and ftill more fo thofe who hope

P4 to
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to oblige me to confent tacitly or per-
force.

PS. The Count de Mafanne, a fer-
vent myftic, is the grand mafter of the
Queen’s houfehold. Welner fupped with
her yefterday, and had the place of
honour; that is to fay, he fat oppofite
her. If he cede to withes of fuch in-
decent vanity, he will prefently be un.
done.

L E Tw
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LETTER LX.

December 30th, 1786,

YEST ERDAY was a memorable mo-
ment for the man of obfervation. Count
Bruhl, a catholic, a foreigner, affluming
his rank in the Pruffian army, was in-
ftalled in his place of governor, and the
capitation tax was intimated. This capi-
tation, fo openly contemned, fupported
with {fo much obftinacy, demonftrated to
be vicious in-its principle, impoffible of
execution, and barren in produét, at once
announces the difgraceful inanity of the
general directory, by which it was loudly
oppofed, and the fovereign influence of
the {ubaltern by whom its chiefs have
been refifted. How can we {uppofe the
King has been deceived refpe@ing the
public opinion of an operation fo uni-
verfally condemned? How may he be
excufed, fince his minifters themfelves

have
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have informed him that he was in dan-
ger of perhaps for ever cafting from h.im,
at the very commencement of his reign,
the title of well-beloved, of which he
was fo ambitious? Here we at leaft be-
hold the ambiguous morning of a cloudy
reign.

The Queen is tiot fatisfied with the
choice that has been made of Count
Bruhl, neither 1s fhe with the regufa-
tions of her houfehold, and therefore fhe
is again contracting debts. She is onfy
allowed, for expences of every kind, fifty-
one thoufand” crowns pef annum. It
will be difficult for her to make this fum

* {fupply her real wants, her gené¢rous pro-
penfities, and her numerous caprices.

Blind to the amours of the 'King, the

can fee the diforder of his doweftic af-

fairs. ‘The day before yeftérday there

was no wood for the fires of her apart-

ments. Her houfe fteward intreated the
fteward of the royal palace to lend hirm
his affiftance.  The latter excufed hirm-
felf, becaufe of the {mallnefs of his re-
maining ftock. How, you will afk, can
diforder
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diforder fo indecent happen? Becaufe
the quantity confumed was regulated by
the late King, on the fuppofition that
the Queen and her children refided at
Potfdam. Since his death no perfon
has thought of the neceflary addition.
Such incidents, trifling as they are in
themfelves, prove to what excels care-
leflnefs, and the defects of inconfiftency
are carried.

Count Bruhl was waited. for in. order
to furnifth the houfe of the princes. As
he is overwhelmed by debts, and as a
Saxon nobleman ruineds it was requifite
the King fhould caufe the fum of twenty
thoufand crowns to be paid at Drefdeny
to fatisfy the moft impatient of his eredi-
tors. Opinions concerning him are di~
vided. The only points on which people:
are unanimous are, that he is one of the
flock of the eleét (the myftics), and that
he plays. exceedingly well on the violin.
Thofe who have been acquainted with
him fifteen years ago {peak in raptures
of his amenity. Thofe whofe know-
hdge of him is. more recent are filent.

Thofe
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Thofe who are totally unacquamted with
him fay, he is the moft amiable of men.
His pupil {miles when he is praifed.—
It is affirmed that the Grand Duke has
fent him here, and that it is his inten-
tion to take him to himfelf, whenever
he thall have the power.

The Prince Royal will {foon be worthy
the trouble of obfervation; not merely,
becaufe Frederic II. drew his horofcope
in the following terms,—¢ I fhall reign
“ again in him,"—for perhaps he only
meant by that to teftify his contempt for
the prefent King ; but becaufe all things
in him proclaim greatnefs, but ungraci-
oufnefs of charaéter; awkwardnefs, but
a {peaking countenance ; unpolithed, but
fincere. He afks the wherefore of every
thing, nor will he ever be fatisfied with
a reply that is not reafonable. He is fe~
vere and tenacious, even to ferocity ; and
yet is not incapable of affeftion and fenfi-
bility. He already knows how to efteem
and contemn. His difdain of his father
approaches hatred, which he is not very
careful to conceal. His veneration of

the
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the late King partakes of idolatry, and
this he proclaims. Perhaps the youth is
deftined to greatactions; and,{hould he
become the engine of fome memorable
revolution, men who can fee to a diftance
will not be {urprifed.

Launay at length departs; and, as I
believe, folely from the fear which the
miniftry, or rather which Welner, has
that the King fhould in fome weary or
embarrafled moment reftore him to his
place.  His difmiffion has been granted
him only on condition that he would
give up twenty-five thoufand crowns of
‘arrears, which are his due. This is a
fhameful piece of knavery. They have
exaéted an oath from him that he will
not carry off any papers that relate to
the ftate. ‘This is pitiable weaknefs.
For of what validity is fuch an oath ?
He may afford you fome ufeful, or ra-
ther curious, annotations. In other re-
{peéts, the man is nothing, lefs than no-
thing, He does not fo much as fufpeét
the elements of his own trade. His
{peech is perplexed, his ideas are confufed ;

1383
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in a word, he could only a& a great
part in a country where he had neither
judges nor rivals. But he is not, as heis
accufed of being, a malicious perfon. He
is a very weak and a very vain man, and
nothing more. He has aéted the part
of an executioner, no doubt; but where
is the financier who has not? Where
would be the juftice of demanding the
hangman to be racked becaufe of the
tortures he had inflicted, in purfuance of
the fentence which the judge had pro-
nounced?

He will predict deficiencies in the reve-
nue, and in this he will not be wrong;
but he perhaps will not inform you, al-
though it is exceedingly true, that ceco-
nomical principles, which are the guar-
dians of this country, are already very
fenfibly on the decline. The fervice is
more expenfive, the houfes of princes
more numerous, the ftables are better
filled, penfions are multiplied, arrange-
ments more coftly, falaries of ambaffa-
dors almoft doubled, the manners more
elegant, &c. The greateft part of thefe

' 5 expences
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expences were neceflary, The real mifs
fortune is that there is no care taken for
the proportionate increafe of the revenue,
by flow, but certainly produétive, means;
and that they feem not to fuppofe there
will be any deficiency, which will at
length make an immenfe error in the
fum total; fo that, without war, a long
reign may fee the end of the treafury,
thould the prefent meafures be purfued.
It is not the prodigality of pomp which
excites murmurs, It is a p“rodigality in
contraft to the perfonal avarice of the
King which is to be dreaded. It is an in-
fenfible but a continual wafting. Hither-
to the evil is inconfiderable, and no
doubt does not ftrike any perfon; but I
begin to underftand the country in the
whole, and I perceive thefe things more
diftinétly than I can defcribe.
. 1t was a cuftom with the late King,
every year, on the twenty-fourth of De~
cember, to make prefents to his brothers
and fifters, the whole {fum of which
amounted to about twenty thoufand
crowns. This cuftom the nephew has
{up-
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fupprefled. A habitude of forty years
had led the uncles to confider thefe gra-
tuitics as a part of their income; nor
did they expeét that they.fhould have
Jfet the firft examples, or rather have deen
made the firft examples of ceconomy.
Faithful to his peculiar mode of making
prefents, the King has gratified the Duke
of Courland with a yellow ribband. It
would be difficult more unworthily to
proftitute his order.

To this fordidnefs of metal, and this
debauchery of moral, coin, examples of
eafy prodigality may be oppofed. The
houfe of the Jew Ephraim had paid two
hundred thoufand crowns, on account,
for the late King, at Conftantinople, dur-
ing the feven years war. The money
was Intended to corrupt {fome Turks, but
the project failed. Frederic II. continu-
ally delayed the repayment of the fum,
His fucceflor yefterday reimburfed the
heirs of Ephraim ().

A fadler

(«) It is curious to read, in the Hiﬁ:ory of the
Seven Years War, (chap. ix.) the account which this
confci-
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A fadler who had thirty years been
the creditor of the late King, who never
would pay the debts he had contracted
while Prince Royal, demanded the fum
of three thoufand crowns from his pre-
fent Majefty. The King wroté at the
bottom - of the petltlon—“ Pay the bill
« at fight, with intereft at fix per cent.”

The Duke of Holfteinbeck is at length
to go to Kénigfberg, to take command of
a battalion of grenadiers. I have elfe-
where depiéted this infignificant Prince,
who will be a boy at fixty, and who will
neither do harm to the enemies of the
ftate nor good to his private. friends.

confcientious King gives of the corruption he attempted’
- and the profufion with which he fcattered the money of
the uncircumcifed Jew ; but whom he takes good caré
never to mention. It was the treafure of the flate; and
the flate, with all its goods and chattels, flocks and
herds, biped and quadruped, ferfs and Jews included,
were his~=For « was he not every inch a king#” T\

Vor. 11. Q L E Te
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LETTER LXI.

7ammry A, 1'787,
TH E King has lately beftowed his or-
der on four of his {fubjeéts.  The one is
the keeper of his treafury (M. von™Blu-
menthal), a faithful but a dull minifter,
The fecond is the mafter of his horfe (v),
M. von Schwerin, a filly buffoon under
the late King, a cypher during his whole
life, a perplexed blockhead, and on whom
the firft experiment that was made, after
the acceflion, was to deprive him of his
place. *The third is his Majefty’s gover-
nor, a man of eighty, who has been kept
at a diftance for thefe eighteen yeafs paft,
and who is deftitute of talents, fervice,
dignity, and efteem for his pupil, which
perhaps is the firft mark of good fenfe
he ever betrayed. The laft, who is not yet
named, 1s Count Bruhl, who 1s thus re-
warded by titles, after receiving the moft
effective gratifications before he has ex-

(v) Grand ecuyer.
ercifed
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ercifed any office.  What a proftitution
of honours! I fay what a proftitution ;
for the prodigality with which they are
beftowed 1s itfelf proftitution.

Among others, who have I‘€C€1V€d fa-
vours, a myftic prieft is diftinguithed ; a
preacher of effrontery, who repofes on the
couch of gratifications, at the expence of
two thoufand crowns. To him add Baron
Boden, driven from Hefle Caflel, a {py of
the police at Paris, known at Berlin to be
a thief, a pickpocket, a forger, capable of
every thing except that which is honeft,
and of whom the King himfelf {aid he is
a rafcal, yet on whom he has beftowed
a chamberlain’s key.  Penfions innume-
rable have been granted to obfcure or
infamous courtiers. The academicians
Welner and Moulines are appointed di-
rectors of the finances of the academy.

All thefe favours announce a Prince
without judgment, without delicacy, with-~-
out efteem either for himfelf or his fa-
vours; recklefs of his own fame, or of
the opinion of the public; and as proper
to difcourage thofe who poflefs fome ca-

Q2 pacity
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pacity as to embolden fuch as are na-
tively nothing, or worfe than nothing.

The contempt of the peoplé is the
merited falary of {o many good works;
and this contempt is daily more pointed :
the ftupor by which it was preceded is
now no more. The world was at firft
aftonifhed to {ee the King faithful to his
comedy, faithful to his concert, faithful
to his old miftrefs, faithful to his new
one, finding time to examine engravings,
furniture, the fhops of tradefmen, to play
on the violoncello, to enquire into the
tricks of the ladies of the palace, and
feeking for moments to attend to mini-
fters, who debate in his hearing on the
mnterefts of the ftate. But at prefent afto-
nifhment is incited if fome new folly or
fome habitual fin has not confumed one
of his days.

The new uniforms, invented by his
Majefty, have this day made their ap-
pearance. This military bauble, prepared
for the day on which men have the ridi-
culous cuftom of making a thew of them-
{elves, confirms the opinion that the So-

vereign
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vereign who annexes fo much importance.
to fuch a circumftance, poffefles that kind
of underftanding which induces him to
believe that parading is a thing of confe-
quence.

Is his heart better than his under-
ftanding ! Of this men begin to doubt.

Count Alexander Warten{leben, a for-
mer favourite of the prefent King, who
was imprifoned at Spandau for his fide-
lity to him, being fent for from the far-
ther part of Pruffia to Berlin, to com-
mand the guards, has lately been placed
at the head of a Brandenburg regiment ;
and by this arrangement he lofes a pen-
Mion of a hundred guineas, which was
granted him by the King while Prince
Royal. This frank and honeft officer is
a ftranger to the fe& in favour; and,
after having languifhed in a kind of for-
getfulnefs, finally receives a treatment
which neither can be called difgrace nor
reward. This is generally confidered as
a deplorable proof that the King, to fay
the leaft, neither knows how to love nor
hate.

Q3 Mademoifelle
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Mademoifelle Vofs has been perfuaded
that it would be more generous, in her,
to prevent her lover committing a folly
than to profit by fuch folly; for thus
is the marriage publicly called, which
would have become a fubject of eternal
reproach, whenever the intoxication of
paffion fhould have flumbered. The
beauty therefore will be made a Countefs,
become rich, and perhaps the fovereign
of the will of the Sovereign, but not his
fpoufe. Her influence may be produétive
of great changes, and in other countries
might render Count Schulemburg, the
fon-in-law of Count Finckenftein, firft
minifter. He has acted very wifely in at-
taching Struenfee to himfelf, who teach-
es him his trade with. fo much per{pi=
cuity that the Count imagines his trade
is learned. He has befide an exercifed
underftanding, and an aptitude to induf-
try, order, confiftency and energy. Aided
by his tutor, he will find no difficulties
too great; and he i1s the man neceffary
for this King, whofe will is feeble and
cowardly. The late King was equally

averfe
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averfe to men of many difficulties, but it
was from a conviction of his own fupe-
riority.  Great talents however are little
neceflary to reign over your men of To-
pinamboo. ‘

The memorial againft the capitation
tax, which has been figned by Meflrs.
Hertfberg, Heinitz, Arnim, and Schu-
lemburg, concludes with thefe words :—
¢ This operation, which alarms all claffes
“of your Majefty’s {ubjeéls, effaces in
“ their hearts the epithet of avel/ beloved,
¢¢ and freezes the fortitude of thofe whom
¢ you have appointed to your council.”
Struenfee on his part has fent in two
pages of figures, which demontftrate the
mifcalculations that will infallibly be dif-
covered when the tax has been col-
leéted. Meflrs. Werder, Gaudi, and pro-
bably Welner, perfift; and the King,
who neither has the power to refift a
plurality of voices nor that of receding,
dares not yet decide.

On the fifteenth of February, he is to
depart for Potfdam, where he propofes
to continue the remainder of the year ;

Q 4 that
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that period excepted when he journeys
into Silefia and Pruflia.

PS, Ewvemng, The King has to-day
advanced the Duke of Brunfwic to the
rank of field-marfhal,  This is indubi-
tably the firft honourable choice he has
made ; and every body approves his hav-
i,ng ﬁngly promoted this Princé.

Fanuary 2d.

- The Dutch Envoy has thrown me
into a {tate of great embarraffment, and
into aftonithment not lefs great. He has
afked me, In explicit terms, whether I
eonfented that endeavours fhould be
made to procure me credentials to treat
with the Princefs of Orange, at Nime~
guen. If deception might be productive
of any thing, I fhould have imagined he
only withed to induce me to {peak ; but
the queftion was accompanied with fo
many circumftances, all true and fincere,
{o many confidential communications of
every kind, and a {feries of anecdotes {o
rational, and fo decifive, that, though

I might
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I might find 1t difficult to account for
the whim he had taken, I could not
poflibly doubt of the candour of the en-
voy. After this firft confideration, I hefi-
tated whether I fhould mention the affair
to you, from a fear that the prefumption
fhould be imputed to me of endeavouring
to rival M. de Renneval ; but, befide that
my cypher will pafs under the infpection
of my prudent friend, before it will fall
into the hands of the King or his mini-
fters, and that I fhall thus be certain he
will erafe whatever miglit injure me to
no purpofe, I have imagined it was not
a part of my duty to pafs over a propo-
fition of {o fingular a kind in filence. 1
ought to add farther, referring to the
ample details which I {hall give, after the
'long conference which I am to have with
him to-morrow morning, that, if France
has no latent intention, and means -only
to weaken the Stadtholder, in fuch a
manner as that his influence cannot here~
after be of fervice to the Englifh, the pa-
triots are by no means fo fimple in their

iptentions, I have proofs that, from
the
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the year 1784, to the end of 178s,
they were in {ecret correfpondence with
Baron Reede ; and that they ceafed pre-
cifely at the moment when the Baron
wrote to them—¢ Make your propofals :
¢ 1 have a carte blanche from the Princefs,
“and, on this condition, the King of
¢ Pruflia will anfwer for the Prince.”—I
have alfo proofs that M. de Renneval
cannot {ucceed, and that the affair will
never be brought to a conclufion, ¢ {o
¢ long as negotiation fhall be continued
¢ inftead of arbitration.” ‘Thefe are his
words, and they appear to me remarkable,
It 15 equally evident, that the implacable
vengeance of the Duke de la Vauguyon
artfes from his having dared to make
love to the Princefs, and his love having
been rejected.—I1 fhall leave thofe who
are able to judge of the veracity of thefe
allegations ; but it is my duty to repeat
verbally the following phrafe of Baron
Reede.—¢ M. de Calonne is inimical to
 us, and his enemy opens his arms ta
“receive us. What is it that M. de
% Calonne wifhes? Is it to be minifter of

¢ foreign
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¢ foreign affairs? A fuccefsful pacificar
¢ tion of the troubles of Holland would
¢ render him more fervice, in f{uch cafe,
¢ than the continuation of thofe troubles,
¢ which may kindle a general confla-
¢ gration, I demand g categorical ana=
¢ fwer to the following queftion: Should
¢¢ 1t be proved to M. de Calonne that the
¢¢ Stadtholder is in reality come over to
¢¢ the fide of France, or, which is the
¢ fame thing, if he fhall be obliged to
# come over, will he then be againft us ?
¢ Has he any private intereft which we
¢ countera¢t? Is it impoflible he {thould
¢ explain -himfelf ? The chances cer~
% tainly are all in his favour againft M.
$¢ de Bre * * * whom we have continually
¢ hated and defpifed. Wherefore will
¢ he fpoil his own game

I neceffarily anfwered thefe queftions
in terms rather vague. I informed him
that M. de Calonne, in what related to
foreign affairs, continually purfued the
line marked out by M. de Vergennes;
that the former, far from coveting the

place of the latter, would fupport him
‘ with
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with all his power, if, which could not
happen, he had need of his fupport ;
that a comptroller-general never could be
defirous of any thing but peace and poli-
tical tranquillity ; that whether M. de
Calonne had or had not particular agents
i Holland, was a fa& of which I was
ignorant (this Baron Reede pofitively
afflured me was the cafe, and probably
was the reafon of his afterward conceiv-
ing the idea of making me their {ubfti-
tute); but that he would {uppofe me a
madman, thould I {peak to him of fuch
a thing ; and therefore if, as feemed very
improbable, it were true that the Prin-
cefs of Orange, on the recommendation
of Baron Reede, fhould be capable of
placing any confidence in me, it was ne=-
ceflary fhe fhould give this to be under-
ftood, through fome medium with which
I fhould be unacquainted ; as for exam-
ple by the way of Pruffia ; but it {carce-
ly could be fuppofed that there would
be any wifh of {ubftituting a perfon un-
'known, in that walk, to thofe who were
alrcady in the higheft repute,

Baron
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Baron Reede perfifted, and further ad=
ded, not to mention that M. de Renneval
could not long remain in his ftation, the
parties would undoubtedly come to a
better underftanding, when the Princefs
could {peak with confidence; that confi-
dence was a fenfation which could not be
commanded, and which fhe never could
feel for this negotiator.—In fine he de~
manded, under the feal of profound fe-
crecy, a conference with me, which I did
not think it would be right to refufe ; and
his whole converfation perfectly demon-
{trated two things; the firft that his party
fuppofes M. de Calonne is totally their
enemy, and that he is the minifter of in-
fluence in this political confli¢t; and the
fecond, that they believed him to be de-
ceived. 1 am the more perfuaded thefe
fuppofitions are true becaufe he very
{trongly infifted,-even fhould I not receive
any orders to repair to Holland, I thould
pafs through Nimeguen, on- my return
to Paris ; that, by the aid of the pledges
of confidence which I fhould receive
from him, I might f{ufficiently pene-

trate
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trate the thoughts of the Princefs, fo as
to be able to render M. de Calonne a
true report of the fituation of affairs, and
what might be the bafis of a fincere and
ftable conciliation. It 1s not therefore {o
much another perfon, inftead of M. de
Renneval, that they defire as another
Couette Toury, or fome particular confi=
dent of M. de Calonne. I fhall conclude
with two remarks that are perhaps im-
portant.

I. My fentiments and principles con=
cerning liberty are fo known that 1
cannot be regarded as one of the Orange
party. There is therefore a real defire
of accommodation at Nimeguen. And
would not the fuccefs of this accom-
modation be of greater confequence to
M. de Calonne than the machinations
of M. de Bre **} Wherefore will he not
have the merit of the pacification, if it
be neceflary ? Andisit not,in a certain
degree, neceffary 5 in the prefent political
ftate of Europe ?

II. The province of Frifeland has
ever been of the. Anti-Stadtholder par=

3 ty,
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ty, and it now begins to be on better
terms with the Prince. Is it not becaufe
there has been the ill addrefs of attack-
ing the Stadtholder in fome part hoftile
to the pravinces, and in which neither
the nobility nor the regencies do or can
wifh to fee the conftitution abfolutely
overthrown ! Has not the province of
Holland drawn others too far into its
particular meafures ?

Thefe two confiderations, which I can
fupport by a number of corroborating
circumftances, perhaps are worthy the
trouble of being weighed. I fhall {fend
you, by the next courier, the refult of
our conference; but, if there are any
orders, information, or direétions, to be
given me on the fubject, it is neceffary
not to leave me in {fufpence; for my
fituation relative to Reede is embarrafl-
ing, fince I dare neither repel nor invite
advances, which moft affuredly I never
fhall provoke, and which, by the well
avowed ftate. of the cabinet of Pot{fdam,
it was even impoffible I fhould provoke,
had I been poflefled of fo much temerity.

N**
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N * * has already written feveral letter¥
to me from Courland, and mentions an
impottant difpatch in cypher, which is
to be fent by the next courier.  But the
evident refult is that it is too late to fave
Courland ; that every thing which ought
to have been prevented is done,” or as
good as done ; and that the beft phyfi-
cians would but lofe their time in pre-
{cribing for the incurable. The bearer
of the letter, which occafioned the de-
parture of N **, 15 a merchant of Lie-
bau, named Immermann. He has been
charged with the negotiation of a loan
in Holland, and elfewhere 5 but, as it is
faid, has met with no fuccefs. It is fup-
pofed in the country that the Duke has
thrown impediments in its way. The
diet of Courland is to fit in January.
It is worthy of remark that, for twe years
paft; no delegate has been fent from
Courland to Warfaw.

Good information is faid te be received
that four corps of Ruffian troops have
begun their march, purpofely te approach
the Crimea at the time that the Emprefs

{hall
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fhall be there; and this not {fo much to
infpire the Turks with fear, as to remove
the greateft and moft formidable part of
the military from the vicinage of Peter{-
burg, and the northern provinces of
Ruflia; and efpecially from the Grand
Duke, that there may not be any pofli-
bility of dangerous or vexatious events ;
for the unbounded love of the Ruffians
for their Grand Duke is apprehended.
Yet, if fuch terrors are felt, wherefore
undertake fo ufelefs a journey, which
will coft from feven to eight millions of
rubles? So ufelefs I fay, according to
your opinions, for, according to mine,
the Emprefs believes fhe is going to Con-
ftantinople, or fhe does not intend to
depart.

The troops are to be divided into four
corps, of forty thoufand men each. The
General of thefe armies will be the Field-
marihal Potemkim, who will have the
immediate command of a corps of forty
thoufand men, and the fuperintendence
of the others which are under him, to
be led by Generals Elvut, Michael{lohn,

Vor. IL. R and
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and Soltikow. Prince Potemkim has un~
der his particular and independent -orders
fixty thoufand irregular troops in_ the
Crimea. It 1s whifpered”he entertams
the projeét of makmg himfelf King of

the country, and of a good part of the
Ukrain,

L E T=-
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LETTER LXIL

Fanuary 4.tb 1787,

MY conference with Baron Reede is
over. It continued three hours and a
half, and I have not the fmalleft remain-
ing doubt concerning his intentions, af-
ter the confidence with which he fpoke,
and the writings he fhewed me. He ap-
pears to be a good citizen, a conftitu-
tionalift by principle, a friend of liberty
by inftin&, loyal and true from charac=
ter and habit, and rather the fervant of
the Princefs of Orange from perfonal af-
feftion than from the place he holds un-
der her huiband; a. perfon defirous of
ending tumultuous and difquieting de-
bates, becaufe in pacification he contem-
plates- the good of his country, and that
of the Princefs whofe confidence he-pof-
A‘,feﬁﬁs He is further a minifter of paﬁ’«
R2 “Ibk”
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able talents, who has abftained from
making advances fo long as he prefumed
our political management of the court of
Pruffia would greatly influence itg inter-
vention, and that he might prevail on
‘that court to {peak firmly. At prefent,
feeling that the refpet in which the
cabinet of Berlin was held is on the de-
cline, and efpecially perceiving the King
is difinterefted in the affairs of the Stadt-
holder, becaufe he has no intereft in any
thing, he knocks immediately at the
door of reconciliation.

You may hold the following as pro-
babilities—

I. That the Princefs, who will finally
decide what the cataftrophe is to be, at
leaft in a very great meafure, is to a cer-
tain point defirous of accommodation,
and to throw herfelf into the arms of
France, becaufe that, in fine, the dreads
rifking a ftake too great, to the injury of
her family.

II. That the imagines M. de Calonne
to be the minifter who influences the

' mind
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mind of the King, and the perfonal ene-
my of her houfe.

III. That fuccefsful attempts have
been made to infpire her with very
ftrong prejudices againft his fincerity.

IV. That {till the feeks his friendthip,
and 1s defirous of a correfpondence with
him, either direét or indireét; and of an
impartial trufty friend in Holland, who
thould poffefs her confidence.

V. That not only nothing is more
poffible than to retouch the regulations,
without fome modifications in which the
influence of the Stadtholder cannot be
reprefled, but that this is what they ex-
pect, fecretly convinced of its juftice, and
politically of its neceflity; and that
Baron Reede, as a citizen, and one of
the firt of the firft rank, would be
much vexed were they not retouched.

The reafon of the fincere return of
the Princefs of Orange, who indeed was
never entirely alienated, is that fhe feri-
oufly defpairs of being efficacioufly ferved
at Berlin.

R 3 That



[ 246 }

'That of her opinion of the enmity of
M. de Calonne is folely founded on his
intimate conneéion with the Rhingrave
of Salm, which the latter exaggerates ;
and the inconfiderate difcourfe of M. de
C * * % * which really furpaffes all ima-
gination, and who is fuppofed to be the
particular intimate of the minifter.

Her prejudices againft M. de Calonne
arife, in a great part, from the calumny
fpread by one Vandermey, who had
formed I know not what enterprife on
Bergue-Saint-Vinox (while this minifter
was intendant of the province), in which
he failed in fuch a manner as to coft the
Stadtholder more than a hundred and
fixty thoufand florins; and, that he
might excufe himfelf, he threw the
whole blame on the oppofition made by
M. de Calonne. Add further that all
thefe caufes of difcontent, {ufpicion, and
animofity, are ftill kept in fermentation
by a M. de P * % %, the creature of M.
de B * * % the which M. de P* * #
equally blames M. de Veirac, M. de
G * * % % the Rhingrave of Salm,

M. de
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M. de Renneval, the Count de Ver-
gennes, and all that has been done, all
that is done, and all that fhall be done ;
but efpecially M. de Calonne, whom he
depiéts as the incendiary of the Seven
Provinces 3 which, with all Europe be-
fide, cannot be faved but by the meek-
nefs of M. de Br * %, the gentle, the po-
lithed, the pacificator.

With refpect to the defire of the Prin-
cefs to be on better terms with M. de
Calonne, it is I think evident. "Baron
Reede is too circumf{pe&t, and too artful,
to have taken fuch a ftep with me,
had he not been authorized. What fol-
lows will perhaps give you the genealogy
-of his ideas, which may fufficiently ex-
plain the whole epifode. He could eafily
know that I wrote in cypher. He is the
intimate friend of Hertzberg. And for
whom do I cypher? Whoever 15 ac-
quainted with the coaft, and the progrefs
of our affairs, muft know it can only be
for M. de Calonne. On what principle
doIa&? The Duke of Brunfwic, who
Bas had many conferences with him,

R 4 cannot
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cannot have left him in ignorance that
my views on this fubjeét were all for
peace. Having been totally difappoint-
ed, through the ignorance of Count
d’Eft **, which he affirms 1s complete
in this refpeét; and which muft therefore,
on this {ubjeét, redouble the native furli-
nefs of the Count; and by the ftupidity
of F * * * who painfully comes to ftudy
his leflon with him, and returning does
not always repeat it faithfully ; well con-
vinced that the influence of Count
Hertzberg 1s null, the affeGtion of the
King cooled, and the credit of his cabi-
net trifling, the Baron has propofed to
the Princeis to make this experiment.

With refpe&t to her confent, whether
exprefs or tacit, and her ferious determi-
nation to retouch the regulations, of this
I have feen proofs in the letters of the
Princels, and read them in the cypher of
the Princefs (for it will be well to know
that the is very laborious, cyphers and
decyphers herfelf, and with her own
hand indites anfwers to all the writings

of
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of the contrary party) as I have done in
thofe of Larrey and of Linden.

I did not think myfelf juftified in dif-
regarding fuch overtures. After having
faid .every thing poffible in favour of
M. de Galonne,. his views, projects,” and
connections—(nor, I confefs, do I believe
that the manner in which I am devoted
to him left ‘me at this moment without
addrefs)—after having treated as I ought
the perfidious duplicity of M. de B * * #,
and his agents, and after having uttered
what I thought on the prudence of M.
de Vergennes, the delicate probity of the
King, and the undoubted politics of our
cabinet, which certainly are to render
the Stadtholder fubfervient to the pub-
lic good,” and the independence of the
United Provinces, but which cannot be
to procure his expulfion, it was agreed
that I fhould write the day after to-mor-
row to demand a categorical anfwer from
M. de Calonne, to know whether hée
withes to begin a correfpondence, direct
or indireé, with the Princefs ; and whe-

ther



[ 250 ]

ther hie eonfents any propofitions for ac-
commodation thould be made him, for
rendering which effeCual his perfonal
word fhould be accepted, when they
fhall be agreed on, and to an honoura-
ble pacification in behalf of the Stadt-
holder, {uitable to the Sovereign.

Baron Reede, on his part, who is cau-
tious, and withed to appear to aét totally
from himfelf, wrote to the Princefs to
mform her that this ftep was taken at
his inftigation, and to demand her prompt
and formal authority to a&. We are to
meet to-morrow on horfeback, in the
park, that we may reciprocally fhew
cach other our minutes ; it being cer-
tainly well underftood that neither of us
1s to fthew the other more than the often-
fible minutes we fhall have prepared ; and
the whole is to depart on Saturday ; be-
caufe, {aid he, as not more than twelve
or thirteen days were neceffary for him
to have an anfwer, this would be time
enough, before yours fhould arrive, for
us to form the propofed plan; at leaft fo
far as to eftablith confidence.

This
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‘This is the faithful abftraét of our con-
verfation. With refpect to the propofi-
tions, I had only to liften ; ‘and as to the
refleétions, I have only to apologize.
Should you be tempted to fuppofe I have
been too forward in accepting the propo-~
fal to write, 1 beg the incident may be
weighed, and that I may be informed
how it may be poffible, at the diftance of
fix hundred leagues, ever to be {uccefs~
ful, if I am never to exceed my literal in-
ftru&tions.  And after all, what new in~-
formation have I given the Baron ? Wheo
here, who 1s concerned in diplomatic af-
fairs, has any doubt that I cypher? And
on what fubjets do men cypher? Is it
philofophys, literature, or politics? Neither
havel told of what kind my bufinefsiss.
and wy conftant formule have been—
1 fhall endeavour—1I fhall find fime mode—

I jhall take an opportunity of letting M. de
Calonne know, &e.

At prefent, fend me orders either to re-
cede -or to advance ; and in the latter
cafe give me inftructions; for I have
only hitherto been able to divine, and

I that
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that the more vaguely becaufe, as you
muft eafily feel, it was ncceffary I thould
appear to the Baren to be better inform-
ed than I really am, and confequently to
afk fewer queftions than 1 fhould other-
wife have done.  Afk yourfelf what ad-
vantages might I not obtain, were I not
obliged' to have recourfe intirely to my
own poor ftock. - '
In brief, what pledges do you defire of
the fincerity of the Princefs? What
proofs- of friendfhip will you afford her ?
What precaution do you require for the
good conduct of the Stadtholder? What
kind of reftraints do you mean to lay him
under ? Will you in nothing depart from
what was ftipulated in the commiffion of
the 27th of February, 1766¢ What are
the modifications you propofe ! Muft
mediation be neceffarily and formally ac-
cepted ¢ Is it not previoufly requifite
that the provinces of Guelderland and
Utrecht fhould {fend their troops into
their refpeétive quarters? Will the pro-
vince of Holland then narrow her mili-
tary line? In this fuppofition, is there
nothing
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nothing to be feared from the Free-corps ?
and how may fhe anfwer for them ?
What will be the determinate conftitu-
tional fun&ions of the Stadtholder?
What the relations of {ubordination and
influence toward the deputy counfellors ?
What is the reformation intended to be
made in the regulations ?

Thefe and a thoufand other particulars
are of confequence to me, if I am to be of
any fervice- in the bufinefs, otherwife I
need none of them. But it is to me in~
difpenfable that you fhould immediately
and precifely inform me how I ought to
aét and {peak, how far I am to go, and
where to ftop.

Be kind enough to obferve that it is
requifite this ftep thould be kept entirely
fccret from Count d'Eft %%, and that
the intentions and proceedings of Baron
Reede certainly do not merit that the
Baron fhould be betrayed.

A curious and very remarkable faét is
that the Duke of Brunfwic was the firft
‘who {poke to Baron Reede of the Pruffian .
troops being put in motion, and afked him

what_
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what effet he imagined it would have
on the affairs of Holland if fome regis
ments of cavalry were marched into, and,
thould it be needful, if a camp were
formed in, the principality of Cleves,
which might be called a camp of plea-
fare. Baron Reede replied, this was a very
delicate ftep, and it was {carcely poflible
the cabinet of Verfailles could remain an
unconcerned {fpeGator.  Does the Duke
defire to be prime minifter, be the event
what it may? And has he unworthily
deceived me? Or was it only his inten=
tion to acquire from Baron Reede fuch
jnformation as might aid him to combat
the propofition of Count Hertzberg? The
Dutch ambaffador wifthed to perfuade
me of the firft. T imagine he is fincere ;
yet, to own the truth, the public would
echo his opmion; for the Duke is in
high renown for deceit. But here I ought
to oppofe the teftimony of Count Hertz-
berg himfelf, who owned that the idea
was his own, and who bitterly repeated,
more than once,—¢ Ah! had not the
Duke deferted me !I"—It is neceflary to

- have
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have heard the expreflion and the acs
cent to form any pofitive opinion on the
{ubje@, which to a certain point may be
warranted.

Fanuary 5.

I found Baron Reede at the rendez-
vous, in the fame temper of mind ; and,
if poffible, more fervent, more, zea-
lous. The only delicacy in aéting he re-
quired was that I fhould not fay he had
written ; in order, as he obferved, that,
fhould thefe advances ftill fail in their
effect, a greater animofity might not be
the refult.: He related to me an exam-
ple of this kind, concerning the fuccefs
.of a confidential proceeding, which hap-
-pened fome years ago, between himfelf
and M. de Gauffin, at that time chargé
d’affaires from France to Berlin, and who
having defcribed the bufinefs in terms
too ardent to be accurate receives a
mlmf.’cerlal anfwer from M. de Ver-
gennes, of the moft kind and ‘arnicable
complex.lon, which pa{ﬁx:g dlte&ly to
" the.
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the Stadtholder, through the medium of
the cabinet of Berlin, was by no means
found acceptable, as it might reafonably
have been {uppofed it would have been 3
and that this produced an additional de-
gree of coldnefs. True it is that the
Prince of Orange had not, at that time,
experienced the firength of his oppo-
nents ; but this Prince 1s {o paffionate,
and his mind is fo perverfe, that the
Princefs herfelf 1s obliged to take the ut-
moft precautions, when fhe has any
thing to communicate.

1 promifed Baron Reede to att entirely
as he wifhed; yet have not thought it
the lefs my duty to relate the whole af-
fair, well convinced that people only of
very narrow minds pique themfelves on
their policy ; that M. de Calonne will
think proper to know nothing of all
this, except juft as much as he ought to
know; that in any cafe he will feem
only to regard this overture as the fimple
a_ttempt of two zealous men, w ho com-
municated a plO_]C& which they fup-
pofed was moft probable of fuccefs. In

4 reality,
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reality, though it may be the moft pref-
fing intereft of the Stadtholder to obtain
peace, how can our alliarice with Hol-
land bé more effe@ually ftrengthened
than by the concuirence of the Stadt-
holder? And with refpeét to the indi-
vidual interefts of M. de Galonne, fhould
we happen to lofe M. de Vergennes,
through age or ill health, who is there
capable of difputing the place with him
who fhall have promoted the commercial
treaty between France and England, and
have accomplithed the pacification of
Holland? Enough at prefent concérning
the bufirefs in which I am engaged. Let
us return to Pruffia.

Fanuary 6.

Lleutenant colonel Goltz has long
been on cold terms, and even has quar-
relled, with Bifhopfwerder. They had
once been reconciled by the King, who
felt that the firft, being more firm of
character, and more enterprifing, had
great advantages in the execution of af-

Vor, 1L s fairs
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fairs over the other, who was.more the
couttier, and more the humble fervant of
circumftances. To avoid domeftic {can-
dal, he has appointed M. von Hanftein,
who pofleffes dignity, or rather haughti-
nefs; and M. von Pritwitz, a man of
mediocrity, and a vi€tim to the caprices
of the late King, to be general aides-de-
camp. Thus Bifhopfwerder, after he
has done every thing in his power to re-
move all who had more underftanding
than himfelf from about the perfon of
the King, having accomplifhed his pur-
pofe, and {ecured the Monarch {folely to
himfelf, knows not what he fhall do with
him.

Count Bruhl has found neither ar-
rangements . ready prepared, apartments
furnifthed, nor perfons placed in the fer-
vice of the Prince Royal. The confe-
quences were—Illl-humour—A vifit to
Welner—Not admitted—Vifit returned
late, and by a card—Rifing difcontent,
which is encouraged by Bithopfwerder,
who fufpe@s Welner to have been

foftened
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foftened. concerning the norination of
the two general aides-de-camp.

A fa& which appears very probable
is that Welner, who is chriftened by the
people the little king, knows not how to
.perform three offices atonce ; and, as he
foolifhly believed he might yield to the
eagernefs of {peculators, and has had the
meannefs to enjoy the defpicable flat=
teries of thofe who fix months ago
treated him like a lacquais, his days have
glided  away in thefe perilous paftimes-of
vanity, Bufinefs has been negleéted,
every thing is in-arrear, and it is pre=
fumed that, when he fhall have been
fufficiently bandied by the intrigues of
the malecontents, the ingratitude - of
thofe whom he fhall have {ferved, the
arts of courtiers, and the fnares of his
own fubalterns, his brain will be entirely
turned.:

It is at length determmed the capita-
tion tax fhall not be enforced. Thus it
is withdrawn after having been an-
nounced! Without conviction! Without
a {ubftitute !'—What confufion! What

S 2 fore=
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forebodings ! From the fhort profpect
of the morning of the reign, how por-
tentous are the fteps of futurity !

The fending an envoy to London
which court has not yet returned the
compliment.

Another envoy fent to Holland ; who,
in every ftep he has taken, has rifked the
reputation of his Sovereign. It certainly
was neceflary either to aét confiftently or
totally to abftain from acting.

The commiffion of enquiry on the ad-
miniftration of the finances, which has
been produ&ive of nothing but injuftice
and rigour, toward individuals, without
the leaft advantage to the public.

Another commiffion to examine the
conduct of General Wartenberg, ap-
pointed with oftentation, and fufpended
in filence.

The fuppreflion of the adminiftration
of tobacco and fnuff, which muft be
continued.

The projeét of the capitation tax,
which is obliged to be withdrawn at the
very moment it was to commence.

The
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'The cénvocation of the principal mer-
chants of Pruffia and Silefia, which has
generated nothing but difcuffion, {uch as
are proper to unveil the abfurdity of
the rulers, and the wretchednefs of the
people.

Do not fo many falfe fteps, fo many
recedings, fuppofe adminiftrators who
have reflected but little, who are grop-
ing in the dark, and who are ignorant
of the elements of the f{cience of go=
verning ?

Amid this feries of follies, we muft
neverthelefs remark a good operation,
which 1s truly beneficial. I fpeak of
the ‘at prefent unlimited corn trade, and
an annual exemption in behalf of that
miferable weftern Pruffia, the amount of
which I do not yet know.

'The domeftic fermentationof the palace
begins to be fo great that it muft foon
become public. The agent of the wifhes,
or, moré¢ -properly fpeaking, of the fe-
cret ' whims, is in eppafition to Bifhopf-
werder and ' Welner; who are on cold
terms with Mademoifelle Vofs, who is

' S 3 defirous
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defirous that Madam Rietz fhould be
difcarded, who will agree that Mademoi-
felle Vofs fhould be a rich miftrels but
not a wife. Among this multitude of
oppofing wills, where each, except the
King, aéts for himfelf, we may enume-
rate his Majefty’s chamberlain, and the
counfellor of Mademoifelle Vofs, Reufs
and the pacificator, the mediator, the
counfellor, the temporizer, the preacher,
Count Arnim. -

The Sovereign, amid thefe rifing re-
volts, weathers the ftorm to the beft of
his abilities. The jeweller Botfon has
laida complaint againft Rietz, which
occafioned a quarrel that might have
had confequences, had not the King re-
collected that ten years might be necef-
fary to replace a confident, whom he
might have difcharged in a moment of
anger. The birth-day of the Count of
Brandenburg was likewife a circumftance
which the Rietz party made fubfervient
to their intereft. His Majefty fent:for
the mother to dinner, and peace was. the
reftorer of {erenity,

The
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The mafter of the horfe, who was faid
to have loft his credit, appears to have
rifen from the dead. Exclufive of his
yellow ribband, which he hung over his
fhoulders on the laft court day, and
which_ excited burfts of laughter from
every body, even from the minifters, he
requefted his nephew might be created a
count, and was anfwered with a—¢ So
¢ be it.”—The creating of a count is but
a trifling evil, efpecially when fo many
have been created’; but never to poffefs
a will of one’s own is a {erious reflec~
tion.

‘Would you with for a piture of the
finews of government, ‘and aétive facul-
ties of the governors *—Take the follow-
ing feature. '

Various remon&rances had been made
to the King finally to regulate the ftate
of expendxture, and the falaries of his
officers, He replied that he intended to
keep'a court; and that,’ in'order to.Te~
gulate his expences, he firft defired to
know - the permanent ftate of his re-
yenues, according ;as they ‘fhould be

S 4 collected
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colleGted and afcertained by his new
financiers, After reflefting on vari-
ous phrafes, in all of which was re-
peated the word afcertained, the mi-
nifters under whofe charge the excife
and the daily expenditure were, began
to have their apprehenﬁons, Hence
followed a multitude of trifling taxes;
ridiculous, hateful, and unproduétive,
which {prung upina fingle night. Oy-
fters, cards, and an increafe on the poft-
age of letters, on ftamps, on wines,
eight grofchen per ell on taffeties, thirty-
three per cent on furs.—They even
went {o far as to fupprefs the franchifes
of the princes of the houfehold. Not
one of thefe new impofts but was moft
gratuitoufly odious; for they retard
what they are meant to effe, and are
productive of nothing but a demo_n7
firation of the heavy ftupidity of thofe
who neither can procure money nor fa-
tisfy the public. ‘

PS. I have received a vglpraiﬁpus, difr
patch in cypher from Gourland, the con-
tents
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tents of which it is impoffible I fhould at
prefent fend. I canonly confirm former
intelligence, that the chamberlain Howen,
who is at prefent Burgrave, difpofes of
the province and is wholly Ruffian: the
circumftances by the next courier.

LE T
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LETTER LXIL

Fanuary 8th, 1787.
THE following is the fubftance of the

news from Courland, as authentic as can
pofbibly be procured.

The chamberlain Howen, an able man,
the firft and the only perfon of under-
ftanding in the country—(for the chan-
cellor Taubé, who might otherwife coun-
terpoife his influence, is deftitute of mind
and charaéter)—Howen, I fay, is become
Qber Burgrave, by the fudden death of
the prime minifter, Klopman.—After this
event followed a torrent of re-placings and
de-placings, in none of which you are in-
terefted, and concerning which it will be
fufficient for you to know that every re-
commendation of the Duke has been ab-
folutely rejected and contemned. The
Baron of Meft-Machor, the Ruffian en-
voy, by a formal and dire&t recommen-

dation,
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dation, occafioned the eletion to alight
on Howen, who once was the violent
enemy of the Ruffians, by whom he had
been carried off from Warfaw, where he
refided as envoy from Courland, and ba-
nifhed into Siberia. Here he remained
feveral years, By a concurrence of cir-
cumftances he is become Ruffian, It ap-
pears that the cabinet of Peterfburg has
preferred the gaining of its purpofe by
gentle meafures, and intends amicably
to accomplith all its defigns on Coutland.
Howen is in reality Duke of Courland,
for he executes all the funétions of the
dukedom, and converts or:éverawes all
opponents. 'Woronzow, Soltikow,:Bel{-
borotko, and Potemkin. are abfolute maf-
ters of Courland, as they are of Ruflia;
with this only difference that Potemkin;
who poflefles a library of mortgages and
bank-bills, who pays nobody, corrupts
every body, who fubjeéts all by the energy
of his will and the extent of his-views,
{oars above Belfborotko, - who is pohtacdlly
his friend; ‘above Woronzow, who -is
capable butitimid 5 arid "above Seltikow}
S who
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who is wholly devoted to the Grand
Duke.

The Duke of Courland will probably
return no more to his country, be-
caufe he has ruined his affairs in Ruffia,
1s unable to alter any thing which has
been done in his abfence, is entangled in
lawfuits, and by complaints laid againft
him without number, and becaufe that
the regency which preferves a good un-
derftanding with the chiefs of the equef-
trian order, under the guidance of Howen,
reigns with.. moderation, conformable to
the laws of the land; and brings down
benedictions on its adminiftration ; info-
much that the people, who were ready

" to revolt becaufe they were threatened by
and already were fuffering famine, with
affairs to  continue in their prefent train.
It is to them of little import whether the
government be or be not Ruffian, if mi-
fery be not entailed on them. There is
no poflibility of reverfing a {yftem thus
ftable. Some fixty confiderable eftates
hiave been granted as fiefs-or farms. « Al
the vacant places have beeni:beftowed on
o perfons
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perfons of the greateft influence, dbroad
and at home; {o that we may fay the
party of the adminiftration of Howeny or
of the Ruffians in Courland, includes
every body. Several millions muft be
expended to counterpoife fuch a prepon-
derance; and, if to counterpoife were to
vanquith, victory itfelf would not be
worth expences fo great.

One of the principal complaints agam(’c
the Duke is the deterioration of Courland,
which has been effeéted by the total im-
poverithment of the peafants, and’ the
lands, the ruin of the forefts, and the ex-
portation of the ducal revenues into fo-
reign countries. But the grand crime, the
crime not to be forgiven, is having dif-
pleafed Ruflia. The Emprefs has been fo
enraged againft him, by his Anti-Ruffian
proceedings in Courland, that fhe herfelf
faid,—% The King of France would not
¢ have injured me as the Duke of Cour-
“ Jand has dared to do.”—She probably
meant, beftowing Courland on Pruffia.

I cannot perceive how we can aét bet»
ter, in our prefent fituation, than to wait

with
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with patience. Our young man will cers
tainly have a place in his own country.
Should it be thought proper to beftow ont
him the title of Conful, with leave to
wear our uniform, and a captain’s com~
miffion, from which he might derive re-
fpe&, he afks nothing more; and we
fhould poflefs an intelligent, zealous, and
incorruptible centinel, who, from fo well-
fituated a poft, might inform us of what-
ever was pafling in the north, and aid
us in what relates to commerce.

I need not obferve that great changes
are not effe¢ted in a day. We may how-
ever depend upon a confirmation of the
maritime company as a {ymptomatic anec-
dote of importance. Struenfee has acted
in a pleafant manner.—* Gentlemen,”
faid he, to the merchants of Konigl-
berg and Pruffia, ¢ nothing can be more
« excellent than a free trade; but-it 1s
“ very juft that you fhould buy all the
“falt in our warehoufes.”—¢ True.’—
“ Very good. You muft therefore give.
¢ us {ecurity for one million two hundred

“ thoufand crowns, as well as pay a hun-
“ dred
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¢ dred and twenty thoufand crowns, ane-
¢ nually, to the proprietors, in return for
¢ the ten per cent for which we are ac-
¢ countable; for public good will not
¢ admit an injury to be committed on
¢ private right.”—¢ True.’—¢ Very good!
¢ And, for the fame reafon, you muft
€ pay five per cent which has been legally
¢ granted on the new fhares.”—¢ True.’
8 —Very excellent, Gentlemen ! But
¢ who are to be your fecurities? Or, at
¢ Jeaft, where are your funds”—¢ Oh, we
¢ will form a company.’—¢ A company,
“ Gentlemen ! One company is as good
¢“as another., Why fhould not the
% King give the preference to the com-
¢ pany that actually exifts ?”

All projeéts for the freedom of trade
will, like this, go off iz fumo; and, what
is ftill more fatal if poflible, conclufions
will be drawn, from the ignorance of the
prefent adminiftration, in favour of the
impoffibility of changing former regula-
tions.  Such are Kings without a will ;
fuch is the prefent, and fuch will he live

and die! The other was all foul ; this
is
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isall body, The fymptoms of his inca-
pacity increafe with aggravation. I fhall
have continual occafion to repeat nearly
the fame words, the {ame opinions, the
fame remarks. But here however may
be. added what I think a fack of weight,
which is that one of the caufes of the
torpor of interior adminiftration 1s the
mifunderftanding which reigns in the
miniftry. Four minifters are in oppofi-
tion to two, and the {eventh remains
feuter. Meflteurs Gaud: and Werder,
who keep fhifting the helm of finance,
are countera¢ted by Meflteurs Heinitz,
Arnim, Schulemburg, and Blumenthal.
The former of the four laft is accufed
of attempting to add the department of
the mines to that of the finances. In
the mean time the expediting of bufinefs
continues with Welner, and the impulfe
of influence with Bifhopfwerder.

The latter, either fincerely or in«
fidioufly, has become the affotiate of the
plan to bring Prince Henry again into
power, at leaft in military affairs. The
Prince, for feveral years, has not-been’

7 prefent



[ 273 ]
prefent at the manceuvres. It is affirmed
that he not only will be this year but
that he will be made a kind of infpeétor
general. The negotiation is carried on
with great {ecrecy, by General Moellen-
dorf and the favourite.

The marriage of Mademoifelle Vofs
is again in report. Certain it is that
every {pecies of trinkets has been pur~
chafed, every kind of preparation has
been made, and that a journey is ru-
moured.—Moft of thefe circumftances
are kept very fecret; but I am well af-
fured of their truth, becaufe I have them
from the Rietz family, who are very
much interefted in preventing the union
being accomplithed, under certain forma-~
lities, and who confequently are very
attively on the watch. But I know not
what form they will beftow on this half-
conjugal half-concubine ftate. Yefterday
however, when I fupped with the King,
I had ocular demonftration there was
no longer any reftraint laid on {peaking
together in public.

The King, at {upper, afked me-=%Who

Vor. IL T s
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%is one M. de Lafeau ?"—¢Du Sauxy
¢ perhaps, Sire.’—¢ Yes, Du Saux.”—¢ A
¢ member of our academy of infcriptions.”
—¢¢ He has {ent me a large work on gam=
¢« ing”—¢ Alas! Sire, you mafters of the
¢ world only have the power of effecting
¢ the deftruétion of gaming.  Our books
¢ will accomplith but little’—¢ But he
¢ has embarrafled me by paying me a
¢ compliment which I by no means
¢ merit.”—¢ There are many, Sire, which
¢ you are too prudent to be in hafte to
¢ merit.’—¢ He has congratulated me on
¢ having abolifhed the Lotto; I wifh it
€ were true, but it is not.”’—¢ A with
¢ from your Majefty will effet much.,’—
¢« I am fome thanks in your debt, on this
¢ fubje&t, for this is one of the good
¢ counfels you gave me in a certain
¢« writing (*).”—(I made a low bow)—
¢ But you muft excufe me for a time.
¢ There are funds affigned on that vile
“ Lotto; the military fchool, for ex-
¢ ample.”—¢ Fortunately, Sire, a momen-

(x) Meaning the Memorial.  T.
’ ¢ tary
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* tary deficiency of fifty thoufand crowns
¢is not a thing to infpire the richeft
¢ King on earth, in ready money, with
¢ any great apprehenfions.’—¢ True, but
¢ agreements”—¢ Will not be violated
¢ when the parties are reimburfed, or
¢ have any proportionate rémuneration.,
¢ Surely, fince defpotifmi has fo often
¢ been emiployed to do ill; it might for
¢once effect good’—¢ Oh oh! Then
“you are fomewhat reconciled to def-
¢ potifm.”—¢ Who can avoid being re-
¢ conciled to it, Sire, where one head has
¢ four hundred thoufand arms P—He
laughed with a {imple kind of grin, was
informed ‘the comedy was going to begin,
and here ended our converfation.—You
perceive there is ftill fome defire of being
praifed in this lethargic foul.

PS. Launay this night departed ir-
‘cognito. I imagine you will give very
ferious offence to the cabinet of Berlin,
if you do not prevent him going to prefs,
as iy his intention. ‘

T 2 L E T~
4
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LETTER LXIV.

Fanuary 13th, ¥787.

I Believe I have at length difcovered what
the Emperor was hatching here. He has,
fans circumlocution, propofed to fuffer
Pruffia to appropriate the remainder of
Poland to itfelf, provided he might aét
in like manner by Bavaria. Fortunately
the bait was too grofs. It was perceived
he offered the gift of a country which he
had not the power to beftow, and the
invafion of which would be oppofed by
Ruffia, that he might, without impedi-
ment, feize on another which had been
refufed him, and of which, if once
acquired, he never after could have
been robbed. Your ambaffador, proba-
bly, has ddcovered this long before me ;
from whom yeu will have learnt the cir-
cumftances. To him the difcovery was
an affair of no difficulty; for confidence

15
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is eafily placed, in politics, when it is de-
termined that the propofal fhall be re-
jected ; befide that it is a prodigious ftep
in advance to have the right of confer-
ring with minifters, from whom that may
be divined which is not afked.  For my
own part, I can only inform you intrigues
and machinations are carried on, and the
very moment I difcover more I thall con-

fider it as my duty to fend you intelli-
gence. But I do not {fuppofe I can give

you any new information of this kind.

I have only promifed to {fupply you

with the current news of the court
and the ‘country, The reft is out of
my {phere, I want the neceffary means
effeCtually to arrive at the truth.  God

grant it never thould enter the head ofﬁ
the Emperor to allure the King of Pruffia
more adroitly, and to fay to him,— Suf-
« fer me to take Bavaria, and I will {uffer
% you to {eize on Saxony ; by which you
« will acquire the fineft country in Ger-
¢ many, a formidable frontier, and near
% two millions of fubjeéts ; and by which,

% in a word, you will extend, round, and
T 3 ¢« confolidate
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« confolidate your dominions. Neither
¢ fhall we have any great difficulties to
¢ combat. All of them may be obviated
« by making the Elector king of Poland,
¢¢ The Saxon family poffefs the mania of
“ royalty ;- and, even fhould the king-~
¢¢ dom become hereditary; wherein would
¢ be the inconvenience ? It is good; or at
“leaft it very foon will be goed, to pof~

¢ {efs a ftrong barrier againft Ruffia.”
Should they ever conceive fuch a pro-
je&t, it would be executed, with or with-
out the confent of all Europe, But this
they have not conceived. One1$ too in-
confiftent, the other too ineapable; and
after fome difputes, more or lefs ferious,
the Emperor will filch a village perhaps
from Bavaria, and the King of Pruffia

continue to crouch under his nullity.
The misfortune is that to treat him
thus is to treat him with indulgence,
The following 1s a fact intirely fecret but
certain and which, better than all thofe:
my preceding difpatches contain, will
teach you to judge the man. Within
this fortnight he has paid a debt of a
million
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million of crowns to the Emperor. And
what was this debt 7—The Emprefs
Queen had lent the Prince Royal, now
King of Pruffia, a million of florins;
which by accumulating intereft -had be-
come a million of crowns.—And when?
—In the year 1778, during the Bavarian
campaign, the fatigues of which they
mmagined themfelves certain Frederic II.
would fink under.  Thus was Frederic
William bafe enough to accept the money
of Auftria, which he has had the imbe-
cillity to repay (y). He had not the
fenfe to fay, “ My fucceffor will repay you.”
No, he fanétions the aét of the Imperial
court when lending money to the Princes
Royal of Pruflia. He imagines he has
fulfilled his duties, as a {fovereign, when

(y) 1Ifit be a crime for a prince to pay his debts,
even though indebted to an enemy, it is a crime which
ne man but a poljtician can difcover. It is not unplea-
farit to remark that Fredéric II. when Prince Royal,
eagerly negotiated a loan in Ruffia, to promote which,
his letters to Count Suhm inform us, he fent the Grand

"Puke~—a dried falmon. Voltaire expe&éd the largefk
diamond in the crown ; he recéived a keg of wine. ‘T

T 4 he.
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he has had the honefty to pay his debts,

as an individual. |

The {um-total of thefe debts amount
to nine millions of crowns ; and, though
1 do not indeed fuppofe that the agents
are any lofers, it is neverthelefs true that
the firft months of his reign will coft
Pruffia thirty-fix millions, exclufive of
common expences, gifts, gratifications,
penfions, &c. The extraordinaries of the
firft campaign, in which it was neceffary
to remount all the cavalry, did not coft
Frederic II. more than five millions, or
five millions and a half of crowns (lefs
than a million fterling).

I have not yet depicted the Monarch
as a warrior ; the trade gives him the
fpleen, its minutiz fatigue him, and he
is weary of the company of generals,
He goes to Potf{dam, comes on the pa-
rade, gives the word, dines, and departs.
He went on Wednefday to the houfe of
exercife at Berlin, uttered a phrafe or
two, bade the troops march, and vanifh-
ed. And this is the houfe in which
Frederic II. loaded with fame and years,

regularly
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regularly palled two hours daily, in the
depth of winter, indifciplining,grumbling,
curfing, praifing, in a word in keeping the
tormented troops in perpetual aétion,
who ftill were tranfported to {ee the o/d
one, for that was the epithet they gave
him, at their head. o
But a more important point is the new
military regulations, which have been
conceived, planned, approved, and, as it
is faid, are going to be printed, without
either having been communicated to
Prince Henry or the Duke of Brunf-
wic. ‘The tendency of this new plan’
is nothing lefs than the deftruction of
the army. The feven beft regiments are
converted into’ light troops, and among
others that of Wunfch. I am yet unac-
quainted with the particulars of the
changes made, but, according to the
opinion of General Moellendorf, had
Lafcy himfelf been their promoter, they
would have been juft as they are. The
worthy Moellendorf is humbled,: difcou-
raged, affli¢ted. All is under the direc-
tion of Goltz, who 1s haughty, incapable
7 of
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of difcuffion, and who holds it as a prin=
ciple that the army is too expenfive, and
too numerous, in times of peace. He 1§
perpetually embroiled with Bifhopfwer-
der, often obliged to attend to bufinefs
of this kind, and in fome manner under
the neceflity of interfering in affairs, in
the conduét of which he is not fuppofed
to be equally well verfed.

The Duke of Brunfwic does not comeé. .
He replied to fome perfon who had com+
plimented him on his promotion, and
who, 1n aletter, had fuppofed he was {foon
expected to arrive at Berlin, that he had
been exceedingly flattered by receiving a
title, which however he did not think
he had merited ; that he never had, and
never thould, come to Berlin, unlefs {fent
for; and of this he faw no immediate
profpe¢t. I have very good information
that he is exceedingly difgufted, and will
doubtlefs be fo more than ever, fhould
the conftitution of the army be reverfed
without his opinion being afked, who is
the only field-marfhal of Pruffia.

I do not {cruple to affirm that, by the

aid
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aid of a thoufand guineas, in cafe of need,
the whole fecrets of the cabinet of Berlin
might be perfetly known. The papers
which continually are fpread upon the
tables of the King might be read and
copied, by two clerks, four valets de
chambre, " fix or eight footmen, and two
pages, the women not included. For
this reafon the Emperor has an exalt
and daily journal of the proceedings of
the King, and would be acquainted with
all his projeéts, were he really to proje&
gny thing.

Never did kingdom announce a more
fpeedy decline. It is fapped on every fide
at once. The means of receipt are di-
minifhed, the expences are multiplied,
principles are defpifed, the public opi-
nion {ported with, the army enfeebled,
the very few people who are capable of
being employed are difcouraged. Thofe
evén are difgufted to pleafe whom all
others have been offended. Every fo-
reigner of merit is kept at a diftance, and
the Kingis {urrounded by the vulgar and
the vile, that he may be thought to

reign
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reign alone. This fatal phrenzy is the
‘moft fruitful caufe of all the evil which
at prefent exifts, and of that which is
preparing for the future.
Were I toremain here ten years longer
I might furnifh you with new particu-
lars, but could not draw any new con-
fequence. The man is judged ; his crea-
tures are judged; the fyftem is judged.
No change, no poffible improvement,
can take place, fo long as there fhall be
no firft minifter. When I fay no change,
I do not, by any means, with you to
underftand no perfon fhall be difmiffed.
Sand fhall {fucceed to fand, but fand it
#ill {hall be, and nothing better, till piles
thall be funken on which a foundation
may be laid. What therefore thould I do
here henceforth? Ican be of no ufe;
yet nothing but utility, great, dire&, im-
mediate utility, could reconcile me to the
extreme mndecency of the prefent amphi-
bious exiftence which has been confer-
red upon me, fhould this exiftence be
prolonged.
I am obliged to repeat that my abili-
t1cs;
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ties, what I merit, and what I am worth,
ought at prefent to be known to the
King, and to the miniftry. If I am capa-~
ble of nothing, and merit nothing, I am,
while here, @"bad bargain. If I am of
fome worth, -and may effeét fome good
purpofe; if nine months, for nine months
will have paffed away before I fhall re-
tuin; if, I fay, a fubaltern teft of nine
months, moft painful in itfelf, and dur-
ing which I have encountered a thou-
fand and a thoufand impediments with-
out once being aided, have enabled me
to acquire fome knowledge of men, fome
information, fome fagacity, without enu-
merating the precious contents of my
port folio, I am then in duty bound to
myfelf to afk and either to obtain a place
or to return to a private ftation, which
will neither be fo fatiguing to body nor
mind, nor fo barren of fame.

For thefe reafons, I undifguifedly de-
clare, or rather repeat, I cannot remain
here; and I requeft my return may be
formally authorifed ; whether it be in-
tended to employ me hereafter, or to re-

ftore
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ftore me to myfelf. I certainly fhall not
revolt at any kind of ufeful occupa-
tion. My feelings are not fuperannuated,
and, though my enthufiafm may be be-
numbed, it is not extinét. I have in my
fenfations at this moment a ftrong proof
to the contrary. The day which you in-
form me you have fixed for the convoca-
tion of the notables I thall regard as one
of the moft glorious days of my life.
This convocation no doubt will foon be
followed by a national affembly, and here
I contemplate renovating order, which
fhall give new life to the monarchy. I
thould think myfelf loaded with ho-
nours were I but the meaneft {ecretary
of that affembly, the projeét of which I
had the happinefs to communicate, and
to which there is fo much need that
you fhould appertain, or rather that you
thould become its foul.—But to remain
here, condemned to therack, in company
with fools, obliged to found and to wade
through the feetid meanderings of an
adminiftration, each day of which is
fignalized by fome new trait of cowardice

5 and
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and ftupidity, this is beyond my ftrength ;
for I perceive no good purpofe it can
effect. Send me therefore my recal,
and let me know whether I am to pafs
through Holland.

There, for example, I would accept a
fecret commiffion ; becaufe pacification
there demands, as an indifpenfable pre-
liminary, a fecret agent, who can f{ee
and fpeak the truth, and who is capable
of captivating confidence. I do not be-
lieve foreign politics afford any eppor-
tunity of rendering greater fervice to
France. I fear, fince it is neceffary I
-fhould confefs my fears, we rely too
much on the afcendency which the ari-
ftocracy has gained, of, late years, over
the Stadtholderfthip. I think I perceive
the fyftem of the patriots has not ac-
quired any decided fuperiority, except in.
the province of Holland, which does but
difturb its co-eftates, or at leaft in as
much as it excites their animofities.
Nay, at Amfterdam itfelf, the very hot-
bed of Anti-Stadtholder fentiments, was
not the grand council, though the firft

to
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to rife againft the conceflion of the
Scotch brigade to England, the firft to
plead in favour of military convoys, and
to demand the difmiffion of the Duke
Louis of Brunfwic? Was it not al{o the
firft to vote for a feparate peace with
England, and for the acceptance of the
mediation of Ruffia? Was not its ad-
miralty, {feveral of the members of which
depend on the regency, highly involved
in the plot which occafioned the failure

of the Breft expedition ?—How can it be
otherwife? The {overeign council is
only in pofleflion of an imaginary au-
thority. It is the burgomafters, who are
annually changed ; or even the prefident
of the burgomafters, who is changed
once m three months; or rather, in
fine, fuch among the burgomafters as
gain fome influence of underftanding or
charater over the others, who iffue
thofe orders that dire¢t the important
vote of the city of Amfterdam, in the
aflembly of the States. When we recol-
le¢t that the college of fheriffs, old and

new, from which the burgomafters are
elected,
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elected, contains » gréat number of Eng-
lith partifans, and dépends in fome man-
ner on the Stadtholder, who choofes
thofe fheriffs, I know not how we cdn
‘depend upon the future fyftem of that
city.

It is for fuch reafons that I canrot
underftand why it {hould not be for out
intereft to bring thefe difputes to 4 coni=
clufion, if we do not with to annul the
Stadtholderthip, which cannof be an-
nulled withouit giving birth to foreign
and domeftic convulfions. And is it
poffible we fhould with for war ! We
ought not doubtlefs to fuffer the family
of the Stadtholder to rerhain poflefled of
Jegiflative power, in the three provinces
of Guelderland, Utrecht, and Over Yilel,
by what is called the rules of the regency
for this, added to the fame prerogative in
" the provinces of Zealand and Gronin- '
gen, inclines the balance exceflively in
his favour. Neither can it be doubted
but that the power of the Stadtholder
ought to be fubfervient to the legiflative
power of the ftates. It is of equal im-

Yo, I U port-
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portance to our {yftem, or rather to the
regular {yftem of foreign politics, that
the legiflative power of the {tates fhould
be direétéd and maintained by the uni-
form influence of the people. But the
pretenfions and paffions of individuals,
and the private interefts of the members
of an ariftocracy, have, in all countries,
too often been fuppofed the public mte-
reft; which is peculiarly true here,
here the union of the Seven Provinces
was formed in troublefome times, and
by the effeét of chance, fince the people
did not think of erefting a republican
government till the {overeignty had firft
been refufed by France and England.
Hence it refulted that the regents and
the people never were agreed concerning
the limitation of their rights and recipro-
cal duties. The regents have neceffarily
laboured to render themfelves indepen-
dent of the people ; and the people, fup-
pofing themielves abfolute, fince they
never configned over the fovercignty to
the regents, nor have had any intereft
to {upport them, have on all critical ec-
cafions
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caftons counteradted their attempts. This
was the origin of the Stadtholder party,
and of that fluétuation which has hap-
pened between the defpotic will of an
individpal, the perfidious tergiverfationg
of . the wavering, the feeble ariltacratical
calleges, and the impetuofity of an en-
raged populace. Should ever a link of
unjaon exift between the citizens and the
regents, the defpotlfm of the Stadtholder
and the caprices of the oligarchy will
haye an end; but, while no fuch union
does exift, while the mode in which the
people influence the government remains
undetermined, fo long muft the {yftem
of France remain infecure.

Preferve the confederate conftitution,
between the provinces and the republi-
can form, in its reciprocal ftate. Or, to
reduce the propofition to the moft {im-
ple terms, INSTEAD OF THE ODIQUS AND
ILLEGAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
STADTHOLDER, OR OF A BURGOMASTER,
SUBSTITUTE THE REGULAR AND SALU-
TARY RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITI-

U2 ZENS,
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zENs (z).  Such fhould be the palladium
of the republic; fuch the purfuit of our
politics.

This reftri®ion rather demands a con-
currence of circumftances than the thock
of contention. And fhall we be able to
effe¢t it by thole aéts of violence which
are attributed to us, even though they
thould not be ours, or by increafing fer-
mentation on one part, and on the othér
fufpicion ? Have we not made our influ-
ence and our power fufficiently felt? Is
it not time to fhew that we with only
for the abolition of the Stadtholder regu-
lations, and not that of the Stadtholder-
fhip? And how fhall we conclude with-
out making the conclufion tragical, fince
1t is not in human wifdom to calculate
all poflfible confequences, if we cannot
effeCtually perfuade the perfons at Ni-

meguen (4) that {uch is our real and {ole
{yftem,

(=) Recommendations implies eleGtions, or appoint-
ments. T.

(@) The Princefs of Orange and her party.  T.
Such
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Such is the rough draught of my pro-
feffion of faith, relative to the affairs of
Holland, From what I have faid, and
according to thefe principles, which I
thall more circumftantially develope, if
required, in a written memorial, it may
be eftimated whether I can or cannot be
ufeful in the country; farther fuppofing
me poflefled of local information, which
I fhall with facility acquire.

c]

U3 L E T=
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LETTER LXV.

“Fanuary 16ih, 1787.

IN the opinion of thofe who know that
revolutions effeGted by arms are not of=
ten thofe that overturn ftates, it is truly
a revolution in the Pruffian monarchy
to behold an example, for the firft time,
of a titled miftrefs, who is on the point
of fequeftrating the King, of forming a
diftin& court, of exciting cabals which
thall be communicated from the palace
to the legions, and of arranging affairs,
favourites, adminiftration, and grants,
after a ‘manner abfolutely unknown to
thefe cold and phlegmatic countries.
The moment of the difgrace, and the
confequent elevation, of Mademoifelle
Vois approaches, Hence intrigues, far-
cafms, opinions, and conjeftures, or ra-
ther prédi&ions.-—Amid this maf; of

‘ fup-
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fuppofitions, true or falfe, the following
is what I can colle€t, which feems to have
moft probability. My tranflation is ac-
cording to the text of one of the former
friends of Mademoifelle Vofs, to whom
{he has opened her heart.

This new Joan of Arc, on whofe head
devotion would invoke the nuptial bene-
diétion, has been perfuaded that it is her
duty to renounce marriage ; and facrifice
herfelf, firft to her country; in the
fecond place to her lover’s glory; and
finally to her family’s advantage. The
country, fay her advifers, will gain a pro-
teétrefs who will remove covetous and
perverfe counfellors. The glory of the
Monarch will not be tarnifthed by a
double marriage; and her family will
riot be expofed to the danger of behold-
ing her a momentary princefs, and pre-
fently afterward exiled to an old cafﬂe,
with fome trifling penfion. They affirm
favour will be the more rapturous fhould
rapture not be fecured by the rites of
Hymen; and that the inftant this fa-
voyr commences fhe will rain gold on

U 4 her
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her relations, with dignities and gratuis
ties of every kind. Religious motives
have been added to motives of conveni-
ence. It has been demonfirated that
there was lefs evil in condefcenfion than
in contracting a pretended marriage, while
the former one remained in full force.
At length it was concluded that this -
tim to ber country’s good fhould be taken to
Potfdam, and offered up at Sans Souci.
A houfe has been prepared, {fumptuoufly
furnifhed, fay fome, and fimply, accord-
ing to others; and at which are all the
paraphernalia of a favourite,

An anecdote truly inconceivable, which
requires confirmation, and which I am
ftill averfe to believe, is circulated ; that
the King proftitutes his daughter, the
Princefs Frederica, to be the companion
of his miftrefs. ’

Mademoifelle Vofs has a kind of na--
tural wit, fome information, is rather
wilful than firm, and is very obvioufly
awkward, which the endeavours to dif-
guife by affuming an air of fimplicity,
She is ugly, and that even to a degree;

o ’ and
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and her only excellence is the goodnefs
of her complexion, which I think rather
wan than white, and a fine neck ; over
‘which fhe threw a double handkerchief,
the other day, as fhe was leaving Prince
Henry’s comedy, to crofs the apartments,
faying to the Princefs Frederica —¢ I
« muft take good care of them, for it is
« after thefe they run.”—Judge what
-muft be the manners of princefles who can
Jaugh at fuch an expreflion. It is this
mixture of\eccentric licentioufnefs (which
the accompanies with airs of ignorant
innocence) and veftal feverity, which the
world fays has feduced the King. Made-
moifelle Vofs, who holds it ridiculous to
be German, and who is tolerably well ac-
quainted with the Englifh lapguage, af-
fe&s the Anglomania to excefs, and
thinks it a proof of politenefs not to love
the French. Her vanity, which has
found itfelf under reftraint, when in
company with fome amiable people of
that nation, hates thofe it cannot imi-
tate; more efpecially becaufe her farcafms
fometimes are returned with intereft.

Thus,
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Thus, for inftance, the other day, I
could not keep filence, when I heard an
cxclamation—¢ Oh! Heavens! when
¢¢ thall T fee, when fhall we have an
¢ Englith play! I really fhould expire
¢ with rapture I”—¢ For my part, Made-
¢ moifelle, faid 1, drily, ¢I rather with
¢ you may not, fooner than you imagine,
¢ ftand in need of French play (8). —
All thofe who began to be offended by
her high airs fmiled; and Prince Henry,
who pretended not to hear her, laughed
aloud. Her face was{uffufed with blufhes,
and the did not anfwer a word ; but it is
eafy to punifh, difficult to correét.

() The wit, which is obfcure and almoft unintel-
ligible in the original, is wholly {o in a tranflation.—
Puns feldom can be tranflated. The French is—O mon
Dicu! Quand verrai-je dme, quand y aura-t-il ici un
Jpettacle Aiglais? Ab! Fen mourreis de joie —7Fe
difirey, Meismoijelle, lui dis-je affex [ichement, que wous
n'ayez befoin, plutit que wous ne croyez, d'un fpeclacle
Firangeis. By the word fpefiacle 1 imagine the author
meant thofe fewy airs of which, he fuppofed, the lady
would foon ftand in need, to captivate the King, when
the charm of novelty fhould have difappeared. T

1 She
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She has hitherto declared open war
againft the myflics, and detefts the
daughters of the chief favourite, who
are maids of honour to the Queen. But,
as amidft her weaknefles the is tranfport-
ed by devotion even to fuperftition, no=-
thine may be depended on for futurity.
Should ambition fucceed primary {enfa-
tions, it is to be prefumed her family will
govern the ftate. At the head of this
family ftands Count Finckenftein, whofe
tranquillity would not be difturbed by
the fall of the empire, but who would
with inexpreffible joy contemplate his
children enaéting great parts. Next in
rank is Count Schulemburg, who has
newly been brought into the miniftry ;
an active man, formerly even too bufy,
but who feems to perceive that thofe who
keep moft in the back ground become
the principal figures. This family pre-
{erves an inveterate hatred againft Welner,
who formerly carried off or feduced one
of their relations, who is at prefent his
wife. To thefe we may add the prefident
Vofs, the brother of the beauty ; who at
leaft
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leaft poffeffes that fpirit of calculation,
and that German avidity, by which fuch
perfons profit, whenever fortune falls in
their way. Should Mademoifelle Vofs
render her fituation in any degree fubfer-
vient to fuch purpofes, the muft, while
at Potfdam, prepare the dilmiflion of
Bifhopfwerder and Welner, or render
them ufelefs; for it 1s more the mode
in Germany to difpenfe with fervice than
to difmifs. She herfelf may poffibly be
ill guided, and may confide in the firft
who fhall happen to be prefent, for the
is indifcreet. She depends on the con-
ftancy of her lover ; for fhe is yet unex-
perienced in the gratitude of mankind,
Having never yet obliged any body, fhe
never yet has rendered any one ungratg~
ful.

Should this happen, affairs will remain
m their prefent ftate, or grow worfe,
The King will fhut himfelf up at Pot{-
dam ; whence however he will frequently
make excurfions to Berlin, becaufe he has
contracted a habit of reftlefinefs, and be-
eayfe his favourite feraglio will always be

at
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at a brothel. He will then be totally
idle, will tolerate rapacioufnefs, and, as
much as he is able, haften the kingdom’s
ruin, toward which it tends as rapidly
as prefent circumftances and the vis inertie
of the German chara&er will allow ;
which does not permit madmen to com-
mit any thing more than follies; and
preferves men from the deftruétive de-
lirtum of the paffions.

Add to this, the Emperor dares at-
tempt nothing, is confiftent in nothing,
concludes ‘n'o‘thing, that he approaches
his end, and that all his brothers are pa-
cific—I fhould not be aftonithed were
the hog of Epicurus, who at leaft is not
addiéted to pomp, and confequently will
not of himfelf ruin the treafury, to ac-
quire, thanks to circumftances and inte-
refted men, a kind of glory during his
reign. ’

Military regulations are again men-
tioned. The regiments of the line are
not to be ruined, but it feems there is an
intention to form a certain number of

g battalions
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battalions of chaffeurs, who under goad
regulations may become ufeful ; and this
indeed was the defign of Frederic II,
Nothing yet can be affirmed on the {ub-
ject, except that it is exceedingly firange
that Frederic William thould imagiﬁﬁ
himfelf able to effect any reform, the
ceconomical part excepted, in the military
{yftem, and in the army of Frederic II.
Prince Henry probably will have {fome
influence in the army.  His name ftands
the firft on the lift, although a field=mar=
thal has been appointed. The King {fent.
him the lift yefterday, to affure him it
was {0, by M. von Goltz himfelf. They
have given the child a bauble. What
his military influence is to be muft re-
main a fecret, till the appearance of the
new regulations. He is often vifited by
the general aides-de-camp. Whether
this is or is not known to the King is
douwbtful, and, if known, it is evident
deceit only is meant, which indeed 1s a
very fruitlefs trouble. He has na plan

contrary to the poﬁﬁcs of the kingdom.
k do
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I do not fay. of the cabinet, for cabinet
there is none. Indeed he has no plan

whatever. .
Count Goertz is recalled, of which
Count Hertzberg was this morning igno-
rant. ‘There cannot be a better proof
that there is no defire-to interfere in the
affairs of Holland, or not openly; nor
fimply to expofe the nation to a war, to
promote the interefts of the Stadtholder.
Of this unfortunately the houfe of
Orange 1s not perfuaded, but of the con-
trary, if I may judge from the letter of
‘the Princefs, which came by the courier
of this morning, a part of which I read
as foon as it was decyphered. It is' in
this point of view that my journey to
Nimeguen, under a borrowed name, and
with fecret authority, known only to her
and me, may become ufeful. In this
fame letter I have read that the patrigts
are endeavouring to effeét a loan of fix-
teen millions of florins, or upward of cne
million three hundred thoufand pounds
fterling, at three per cent; although the
province of Holland has never given
more
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more’ than two and a half per cent, and
that they find difficulty in procuring the
money.

There are three bifhops here ; the
Bithop of Warmia, the Bithop of Culm
(who is of the houfe of Hohenzollern},
and the Bithop of Paphos. The firft
whom I mentioned to you, in my account
of the King’s journgy into Pruffia, is the
fame whom Frederic II. robbed of near
eighty thoufand crowns per annum, by
reducing the revenues of his bifhoprick
to twenty-four thoufand from a hundred
thoufand crowns ; for fuch was its value
previous to the partition of Poland. The
Monarch one day faid to him—¢ I have
“ not, in my own right, any great claims
“ on Paradife ; let me entreat you to take
¢“ me 1n under your cloak.,”—¢ That I
¢ would willingly,” replied the prelate,
¢ if your Majefty had not cut it {o thort.’
(¢)—He is a man of pleafure and of the
world, and who is only acquainted with

(c) This is better told in the Anecdoten aus demt
Leben Friedrichs des Zwsiten, where the Bithop fays he
had cut his cloak too fhort for it to hide finuggled goods. T

o the
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the fine arts, without other views or pro=
je&s, religious or political.

The fecond has been in the fervice of
France. He has the rage of preaching
upon him, and of being eloquent; and
the defire of doing good 5 but as he has
alfo the rage of running in debt, and get-
ting children, his fermons make no pro=~
felytes, and his charities relieve no diftrefs.
The latter 1s a fuffragan of Breﬂau, for-
merly a great libertine, and a little of an
atheift ; at prefent impotent and fuper-
“annuated.

Thefe three prelates, who are to be
reinforced by the Bifhop of Lujavia, and
the new coadjutor, the Prince of Ho-
henloe, Canon of Strafburg, will hold no
council; nor will they juftify the fears
the orthodox Lutherans, and all Saxony,
who fuppofe the corner ftone of the
proteftant religion to be laid here, have |
entertained concerning the inclination of
the King to popery. The one came to
obtain the order of the black eagle, and
is gratified ; the other for a benefice,
vacant by the death of the Abbé¢ Ba-

Vor. II. X thiani ;
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thiani; the Prince Bifhop of Warmia
for a money loan, at two per cent, which

may be {ufficient to fatisfy his creditors.
Prince Henry, after having given a
comedy and a grand fupper, concluded
the banquet with a ball, which began
gloomily enough, and fo continued.
While fome were dancing, in one room,
others were gambling at the Lotto, in
another.  The King neither danced nor
gambled ; his evening was divided be=
tween Mademoifelle Vofs and the Prin-
cefs of Brunfwic. He {poke a word to M.
von Grotthaus, but not a {yllable to any
body elfe. Moft of the aétors and fpecta-
tors departed before him. The Bifhop of
Warmia and the Marquis of Lucchefini
were not {o much as remarked. I would
have defied the moft penetrating obferver
to have fufpected there was a King in
company. Languor and reftraint were
prefent, but neither eagernefs nor flat-
tery. He retired at half paft twelve,
atter Mademoifelle Vofs had departed. It
Is too vifible that {he is the {oul of his
foul, and that the {foul which is thus
wrapt
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wrapt up in a covering fo coarfe is very
diminutive.  You muft expeé this con-
tinual repetition ; the place of the {cene
may change, the {cene itfelf never.

PS. ‘The news of the recal of Goertz
is falfe ; and, from the manner in which
it was conveyed to me, either Count
d’Eft * * wifhed to lay a fnare for me
or has had a fnare laid for himfelf. Iam’
acquainted with circumftances’ which
make me believe it poffible the negotia~
tion fhould again be refumed. I have
not time to fay more. ‘

The Duke of Brunfwic is {fent for, and
will be here in a few days.

Count Wartenfleben, who had for
five months been forgotten, yefterday
morning was prefented with between five
and fix hundred crowns per annum, and
the command of the regiment of Roemer
at Brandenburg, "

X 2 L E T~
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LETTER LXVL

Fanuary 19th, 1787.  The day of my departure.  This
will not be fent off fooner than to-morrow, but it ought te
arrive befare me.

COUN T Schmettau, the complaifant
gentleman of the Princefs Ferdinand, the
indifputable father of two of her children,
had eight years quitted the army, which
he left in the midft of war, angered by
a difdainful expreflion from Frederic II.
and holding the rank of captain. He
has lately been appointed a colonel, with
the pay of fifteen hundred crowns per
annum. The nomination has difpleafed
the army, and particularly the General
Aide-de-camp Goltz, who has been in
harnefs five and twenty years, and ftill
only enjoys the rank of lieutenant-co-
lonel. Count Schmettau has ferved with
honour, has received many wounds, nor

: does
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does he want intelligence, particularly in
the art of fortification. He has drawn
a great number of plans which are much
efteemed. A military manual is al{fo men-
tioned with praife, in which he teaches
all that is neceflary to be done, from the
raw recruit to the field-marfhal. In fine
this infringement on rank might have
been {upportable, but there has been
another which has excited the height of
difcontent. '

The commiffion of one Major Schen-
kendorfl, the governor of the fecond fon
of the King, who gives up his pupil, has
‘been antedated, by which he leaps over
fix and thirty heads. This dangerous
expedient, which Frederic II. never em-
ployed but on folemn occafions, and in
favour of diftinguithed perfons, and which
his fucceflor had before practifed in be-
half of Count Wartenfleben, does but
tend to {pread incertitude over the reality
of military rank, and to be deftruétive of
all emulation. It is befide infinitely dan-
gerous when employed by a feeble Prince,
abfurd when reforted to at the com-

X 3 mencement
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mencement of his reign, and muft finally
deprive the Monarch himfelf of one of
his greateft refources, the point of ho-
nour. _

He has depofited five hundred thou-
fand crowns in the provincial treafury,
and has fent the transfer to Mademoifelle
Vofs. Thus, happen what may, fhe will
always have an income of a thoufand a
year, befide diamonds, plate, jewels, fur-
niture, and a houfe that has been pur-
chafed for her at Berlin; which is a plea-
fure houfe, for the does not intend to in-
habit it. Her royal lover has himfelf
imagined all thefe delicate attentions, and
the confequence 1s that the moft difinte-
refted of miftrefles has managed her af-
fairs better than the moft artful of co-
quettes could have done. Time will thew
us whether her mind will afpire to the
rank of favourite Sultana.

New taxes are intended to be laid on
cards, wines, foreign filks, oyfters, coffee
fugar.—Contemptible refources !—As the
miniftry are proceeding blindfold on all
thefe matters, they are kept in a kind of

{ecrecy,
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fecrecy. It feems they will rather make
attexhpts than carry them into execu-
_tion.

To-day, the birth-day of Prince Henry,
the King has made him a prefent of a
rich box, eftimated to be worth twelve
thoufand crowns, has fet out the gold
plate, and has done every thing which
Frederic II. ufed to do, if we omit the
rehearfal of a grand concert, the day be-
forey in his chamber ; for he has time for
every thing except for bufinefs.

¢ Let there be bawdy-houfes on the
¢ wings, and I will eafily beat him in the
¢ centre.”—Beware that this faying of
the Emperor does not become a pro-
phecy. The prophet himfelf, fortu-
nately, is not formidable ; though I
thould not be aftonifhed were he to be
animated by fo much torpor and bafe-
nefs ; but, if he do not wait two years .
longer, the energy which the King wants
may be found in the army.

PS. The Duke of Weimar is at May-
ence, as it is faid, for the nomination
X a of
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of a coadjutor ; but, as he vifits all the
courts of the Upper and Lower Rhine, it
would be good to keep a watchful eye
over him, in my opinion.

END OF THE SECRET HISTORY,
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ADVERTISEMENT,

SOME imputations are at once {o odi-
ous and abfurd, that a perfon of fenfe
1s not tempted to make them any reply.
If he be a worthy man, filence 1s his
only anfwer, when his calumniators are
anonymous.

But, among the abufe lately vented
againft me, and which I have enume-
rated rather among the rewards of my
labours than eftimated as a part of my
misfortunes, there is one {pecies of
{candal to which I have not been in-
fenfible.

I have been acculed of prefenting the
reigning King of Pruffia with a libel
againft the immortal Frederic IL

' Frederic
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Frederic II. himfelf fent for me, when
I hefitated (much as I regretted, having
lived his contemporary, to die unknown
to him) left I fhould difturb his laft mo-
ments, during which it was fo natural
to defire to contemplate a great man.
He deigned to welcome and diftinguifh
me. No foreigner after me was ad-
mitted to his converfation. The laft
time he thus honoured me he had re-
fufed the juft and eager requeft which
fome of my countrymen, who had re-
paired to Berlin to {ee his military ma-
nceuvres, teftified to be admitted to his
prelence. And could I, in return for

{o honourable a diftin¢tion, have written
a libel !

Frederic 1s of himfelf too great for me
ever to be tempted to srite his panegy-
ric. ‘The very word is, in my appre-
henfion, highly beneath a great king : it
fuppofes exaggeration and 1nfincerity ;
the wrefting or diflimulation of truth;
a view of the fubject only on the fa-
vourable fide. Panegyric, in fine, is to

dif-
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difguife, or to betray, the truth; for this
1s one of its inevitable inconveniences ;
never was panegyric true or honourable
that was devoid of reproof. I therefoye
have not, nor fhall I ever have written
the eulogy of Frederic II. but I have for
thefe two years palt been endeavouring
to raife a monument to his memory,
that ought not to be wholly unworthy
of the labours by which his reign has
been illuftrated, or of thofe grand lefs
fons which his fuccefles and his errors
have equally taught. I have engaged
in this confiderable work, which will
fee the light in the courfe of the pre-
{ent year, and of which I make no fe-
cret (a).

The Memorial which I prefented to
Frederic William II. on the day of hisac-
ceflion to the throne, was entirely foreign
to this plan. It was intended only to lay

(2) This Memorial was publithed in 1787, and
the work alluded to is—L’Hiffoire de la Monarchie
Pruffienne. T.

. before
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before him the ‘hopes of worthy men,
who knew how many events, rather
great than {plendid, might take birth in
Pruffia under a new reign, and a prince
in the prime of manhood.

The following is the Memorial in
queftion, which has been attributed to
me as a crime. Ilay my cale before
the world, that the world may judge.
I have not altered a line, though my
opinion has varied confiderably, in
fome circumflances, as will be feen
in my work on Pruffia. But I f{hould
have reproached myfelf had I made any
change, however trifling, in a memorial
to which the venom of malignity has
been imputed.

It has been often alked what right
I had to prefent {uch a memorial.

Befide the thanks which the prefent
King of Pruflia gracioufly was pleafed
to fend me in a letter, he has not dif-
daized perfonally to addrefs me, in a
numerous affemnbly, at the palace of his
royal uncle, Prince Henry, a week be-

6 fore
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fore my departure from Berlin. This
I have thought proper to make public,
not in anfwer to idle tales, which never
could deceive any perfon, but be-
caufe that the courage to love truth
is even more honourable to a king,
than that of {peaking truth is to a pri-
vate perfon.

. LET






L ET T E R,
OR

MEMOTRTIAL,
PRESENTED TO

FREDERIC WILLIAM IL

Car R —
SIRE,

YOU now are king.—The day is come
when it has pleafed the Creator to con-
fide to you the deftiny of fome millions
of men, and the power of bringing much
evil, or much good, upon the earth. The
{ceptre defcends to you at a period of life
when man is capable of fuftaining its
weight. You ought at prefent to be
weary of vulgar enjoyments, to be dead
to pleafures, one only excepted—But this
one is the only great, the fole inexhaufti-

Vour. 1L Y ble
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ble pleafure : a pleafure hitherto inter-
diéted, but now in your power. You are
called to watch over the welfare of man-
kind.

The epocha at which you afcend the
throne is fortunate; knowledge daily
expands ; 1t has laboured, it continues
to labour for you, and to colleét wil-
dom : it extends its influence over your
nation, which fo many circumftances
have contributed in part to deprive of its
light. Reafon has ereéted its rigorous
empire. Men at prefent behold one of
themfelves only, though enveloped in
royal robes, and from whom more than
ever they require virtue. Their {uffrages
are not to be defpifed, and in their eyes
but one fpecies of glory is now attainable ;
all others are exhaufted. Military {uccefs,
political talents, the miraculous labours
of art, the progrefs of the {ciences, have
each alternately appeared refplendent
from one extremity of Europe to the
other. But enlichtened benevolence,
which organizes, which vivifies empires,
never yet has difplayed itfelf pure and

unmixed
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unmixed upon the throne. It is for you
to feat it there. Yes, renown fo fublime
is referved to you. Your predeceflor has
gained a {ufficient number of battles, per-
haps too many; has too much wearied
fame and her hurdred tongues; has
dried up the fountain of military fame
for feveral reigns, for {feveral ages. Should
accident oblige you to become his imi=
tator, it is neceflary you fhould appear
worthy fo to be; in which your Majefty
will not fail: But this is no reafon why
you thould painfully feek honour i1 the
beaten path; wherein you can but rank
as fecond; while with greater eafe you
thay create a fuperior glory; and which
thall be only yours. Frederic has en-
‘forced the admurdtion of men, but Fre-
deric never obtained their love: Yes,

Sire; their love may be wholly yours.
SIRE, your mien, your ftature, recal
to mind the heroes of antiquity. Thefe
to the {oldier are much; much to the
peoples; whofe fimple good fenfe aflo-
ciates the nobleft qualities of mind to
beauty of perfon; and fuch was the firft
Y2 o intention
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intention of nature. In your peifon the
heroic form 1s embellithed by moft re-
markable tints of mildnefs, and calm be-
nevolence, which promife not a little,
even to philofophers. You have a feel-
ing heart, and the long neceflity of be-
having with circum{peétion muft have
tempered that native bounty which
otherwife might have made you too com-
pliant. Your underftanding is juft; by
this I have often been ftruck. Yourelo-
cution 1s nervous and precife. You have
feveral times demonftrated that you pof-
fefs an empire over yourfelf. You have
not been educated, but you have not
been {poiled; and men pofleffed of
energy can educate themfelves. They
are daily educated by experience, and
thus are taught what they never forget.
Your means are great. You are the
only monarch in Europe who, far from
being in debt, is pofieffed of treafures.
Your army is excellent, your nation do-
cile, loyal, and poffefled of much more
public {pirit than might be expe&ed, in
fo flavith a conftitution. Some parts of

’ = the
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the adminiftration of Pruffia, fuch as its
refponfibility and confiftency, which are
purely military, merit great praifes. One
of your uncles, crowned with glory and
fuccefs, poflefles the confidence of Eu-
rope, the genius of a hero, and the foul
of 3 fage, He is a counfellor, a coadju-
tor, a friend, whom nature and deftiny
have fent you, at the moment when you
have moft need of him, at the time when
the more voluntary your deference for
him thall be, the more nfallibly will it
acquire you applaufe. You have rivals
in power, but not a neighbour who is in
reality to be feared. He who feemed to
proclaim himfelf the moft formidable
has too.Jong threatened to frike (4). He
has been taught to know you. He has
haftily undertaken, and as haftily re-
nounced. He will again renounce his
new projets. He will require all, will
obtain nothing, and will never be any
thing more than an irrefolute adven-
turer, a burthen to himfelf and others.

(6) The Emperor Jofeph 11, T
Y 3 Ta
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To prelerve yourfelf from his attempts,
you need but to fuffer his contraditory
projeéts to counteract each other.

You, SirE, are the only prince who
arec under the indifpenfable neceflity of
performing great things, and from whom *
great things are expected ; and this ne-
ceflity, this expeftation, ought to be’
enumerated among your beft refources.
—How admirable 15 your fituation ! How
ineftimable are the advantages you bring
to that throne, whereon being feated
your power 1s boundlefs !—A power for-
midable even to the poffeflor! But be it
remembered that grand inftitutions, 1m-
portant changes, and the regeneration of
empires, appertain only to abfolute mo-
narchs.—Deign, Oh deign, to accept the
cood that Providence has ftrewed benéath
vour feet ! Merit the benefadtions of the
foor, the love of the people, the refpe&
of Europe, and the approbation of the
wile! . Be juft, be good; and you will bc
happy and gieat.

GREAT. ThlS, Siem, 15 the title you
1.1111 ; but you w 1ih 1t from hiftory, fx om

’ futurity s
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futurity ¢ you would difdain it from the
lips of courtiers, whom you Aave heard,
arrd whom you fba/l hereafter much of-
tener hear, prodigal of the grofleft praife.
Should you do that which the fon of
your {lave could have hourly done better
than yourfelf, they will affirm that vou
HAVE PERFOGRMED AN EXTRAORDINARY
act. Should you obey your paffions,
they will afirm—youv HAVE WELL DONE.
Should you pour forth the blood of
your fubjects as a river does its waters,
they will pronounce-——yov HAVE DONE
weLL. Should you tax the free air, they
will affert— vYou HAVE DGNE WELL.
Should you, puiflant as you are, become
revengeful, ftill would they proclaim you
had poNE wELL.—So they told the in-
toxicated Alexander, when he plunged his.
dagger into the bofom of his friend.
Thus they addreffed Nero, having affaf-
finated his mother,

But, SiRE, you need only to feel thofe
fentiments of juftice which are native to
your bofom, and that enlightened con-

fc1oufnefs of benevolence which you pof-
Y4 fefs;
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fefs ;" your own heart will be your judgej
and its decrees will be confirmed by your
people, by the world, and by pofterity,
The efteem of thefe is indifpenfable;
and how eafily may their eftcem be ob-
tained! Shouldyou indefatigably perform
the duties of the day, and not remit its
burthenfome labours till the morrow;
fhould you by grand and prolific princi-
ples know how to fimplify thefe duties,
fo that they may be performed by a fingle
man; fhould you accord your {ubjeéts
all the liberty they are capable of enjoy=
ing; fhould you proteét property, aid
induftry, and root out petty 6ppreﬁ'ors,§
who, abufing your name, will not permit
men to do that for their own advantage
which they might without injury to
others; then will the unanimous voice
of mankind beftow bleffings on your au-
thorlty, and thus render it more facred,
and more potent. All things will then
become eafy to you, for every will and
every pawer will unite with your will
and your power, and your labours will

daily acquire new enjoyments, Nature
has
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has rendered labour neceffary to mans
but the has alfo beftowed on him this
precious advantage that the change of
labour is, at once, a recreation to him,
and a fource of pleafure. And who
more than a monarch may live ac-
cording to this order of nature? A phi-
lofopher has faid—¢ No man was {o op-
¢ prefled by languor as a king.”—He
ought to have faid A sLOoTHFUL xING,.
How can languor overcome a fovereign
who fhall perform his daties ? How may
hhe better maintain his body in health, o1
his mind in vigour, than when by labour
he preferves himfelf from that difguft
which all men of underftanding muft
feel, amidft the babblers and the para-
fites who ftudy but to corrupt, lull, be-
numb, and pilfer princes?—Their whole
art is to infpire him with apathy and de-
bility ; or to render him impotent, rath,
and indolent.—Your people will enjoy
your virtues ; -for by thefe only can they
profper, or improve. Your courtiers will
hpplaud your defects; for on thefe de-
pend their influence and their hopes.

‘ Habit,
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Habit, SIRE, no lefs than accident, ins-
fiuences men; and habit is determined.
by the beginning. Therefore is the com-
mencement of a reign of fuch value.
Every thing is hoped, and the flighteft
cffort feconds and confirms that hope,
increafing it a hundred fold. By the
pleafure of having done, we are ftrength-
ered in the love of doing good ; and that
which 1s withed is rendered more eafy by
that which has been effeéted.

The beginning, Sire, depends abfo-
lutely on yourfelf. Acquire none but
good habits ; give no encouragement to
thofe that are ftivolous. Difplay the
man of order, the lover of the public
welfare.  You will foon be joined by all
your minifters and all your courtiers.
Emulation will {pring forth, and wifdom
will inevitably be the refult. Emulation
will aid you to judge the underftandings
of thafe by whom you fhall be approach-
cd. It may fometimes excite or produce
a happy proje&, and you will even turn
that propenfity to flattery which cannot

totally
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totally be expelled from courts ta the
good of your people.

You may immediately afcertain to your-
{elf that liberty of mind which grand
affairs require, by interfering only with
fuch as appertain to the fovereign autho-
rity, and by leaving to your magiftrates
and minifters all thofe which' naturally
fhould come under their confideration. |

More than one eftimable monarch has
rendered himfelf incapable of reigning
with glory, by overburthening his mind
with private affairs. As, Sirg, it will
become you always ta govern well, it will
alfo be worthy of you not to govern too.
much.  Wherefore fhould a king con-
cern him{felf with civil government, which
can be better exercifed without his aid 3
Authority once eftablifhed, external fafety
afcertained, civil and criminal juftice ad-
miniftered alike to all claffes of citizens,
landed property accurately eftimated fo
as to be judicioufly a{Teffed, and public
works, roads, and canals wifely attended
10 3 what more has government to tranf-
a& ? It has but to enjoy the induftry of

5 the
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the people ; who, while active for their
own intereft, are alfo aéting for the in-
tereft of the {tate and the fovereign.

The king who tfhall examine whether
it be not the moft wife not to lay any re-
{traint on the general affairs and bufi-
nefs of men, is yet to be born; yet this
i1s the king who would govern likea .
God ; and, by the miniftry of reafon,
leaving the intereft of each individual to
himfelf, would afcertain to all the fruits
of their induftry and their knowledge.
Where men are moft free there will they
be moft numerous; and there alfo will
they pay the moft {fubmiffian, and have
the greateft attachment, to authority :
for authority 1s effentially the friend of
that freedom which it proteéts. No man
would require more than to be left at
LIBERTY AND IN PEACE,

You {urely, SIrRE, are not to be told
that the mania of enating and reftrain-
ing laws is the chara&eriftic of inferior
minds; of men incapable of generalizing ;
who feed on timidity, and thake with
ridiculous apprehenfions. ‘This import-

apt
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ant truth will indicate to you the refar-
mation you ought to make; and how
much better you will govern than your
predeceflors, and rivals, by governing lefs.

There are doubtlefs a multitude of
good, ufeful, neceffary, and even urgent
things, which it will be impoffible you
fhould immediately execute.  You muft
firft learn them, muit combine and leave
them to ripen. And wherefore fhould
you confide in the opinion of another ?
This is one of the grand errors of which
you ought to be aware, as you ought alfo
of being obliged to retraét what you have
done. The Inconfiftency of that {ove-
reign, among your rivals, who has at-
tempted the moft, has been more inju-
rious to the political refpeét in which he
might have been held than his worft er-
rors. Not only therefore muft you learn
what 1s to do, but, which is more diffi-
cult, you muft perhaps inftrué&t your
minifters, and certainly your people. Let
perfuafion precede legiflation, SirE ; and
you will meet no contradié¢tion, and {carce-
ly any impediments in thofe operations

which
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which require moments of greater calum;
and lefs bufinefs, than are thofe of the
beginning of a reign. But there are
things whick you may inftantly execute,
and which, by propagating a high opi-
nion of your worth, will acquire the fruits
of confidence to your own profit, and fa-
cilitate the grand changes with which
your reign ought to abound.

Suffer a man who loves you, pardon
the freedom for the truth of the expref=
fion; fuffer a man who loves you, for the
good you may do and for the grand ex-
ample you thall afford of the evil that
may be avoided, to point out a few of
thofe things which a fingle voluntary aét
of yours may perform, and which can
only be produétive of good, without in#
convenience, while they fhall difplay thé
morning of the moft paternal reign which
has ever blefled mankind.

Among thefe, SirE, and in the firft
ran.k, I {hall enumerate the aboli_tion of
tuilitary {lavery; that is to fay the obli
gation impofed in your ftatesy on all meny

from



[ 335 ]

from the age of eighteeh to fixty, and
upward 1if able, to {erve for threepence a
day (c). This fearful law, originating in
the neceflities of an iron age and a half
barbarous country; this law which de-
populates and exhaufts your kingdom,
which difhonours the moft numerous
and the moft ufeful clafs of your {ubjeéts,
without whom you and your ancefizrs
would only have been {laves more or lefs
feathered and painted; this law which is
abufed by your officers, whe enrol more
men than the military confcription per-
mits, this law does not procure you a
foldier more than you would acquire by
an increafe of pay, which might eafily be
made from the additional revenue which
you would gain by the juft {uppreflion of
thofe ruinous enlifters, whom Frederic 11
maintained in foreign countries; and by
a fage mode of recruiting the Pruflian
army, in a manner that fhould elevate
the mind, increafe public {pirit, and pre-

(c) Huit gros tous les cing jours. 1{ufpet I have
tated the grofchen too high. T.

{erve
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ferve the forms of freedom inftead of
thofe of brutalizing {lavery.

Throughout Europe, Sirg, and in
Pruffia particularly, men have had the
ftupidity to deprive themf{elves of one of
the moft ufeful inftinétive feelings ‘on
which the love of our country can be
founded. Men are required to go to
war like fheep to the flaughter-houfe ¢
though nothing could be more eafy than
to unite the fervice of the public with
emulation and fame.

Your {ubjeéts are obliged to ferve frori
eighteen to fixty; and this they with
good reafon fuppofe to be the rigorous
fubjeétion of fervility. The militia of
France is the fame; and though lefs
cruel is hateful to the people. Yet the
Swifs have a fimilar obligation, which
commences at the age of fixteen, and they
believe themfelves to be free men. »

In faét, that natural confederacy which
induces citizens of the fame condition to
repel the enemy, and to defend their own
and their neighbour’s inheritance, 1s {o
manifeft, and the exercife of it is {o pleaf-

3 ngly
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ingly attradtive to youth, that it is in=
conceivable how tyranny could be fo weak
as to render it a burthen.

Impart, SIRE, to this obligation the
forms of freedom and of fame, by making
it voluntary, and neceffary in order to
merit efteem ; by rendering it a point of
honour ; and your army will be better
conditioned, while your fubjeéts fhall
imagine they are, and thall really be, re-
lieved from a yoke moft odious.

Begin by remitting ten years of fervice :
your army then will not be debilitated by
age.

Let your peafants afterward form na~
tional companies, in all. parithes, that
fhall exercife every Sunday.

Let fuch national companies choofe
their own grenadiers§ and from thefe
let the recruits for your regiments be
feleted 5 not by your officers, not by
the magiftrates, but by the plurality of
votes among thelr comrades. Arbi-
trary proceedings would vanifh, choice
would become diftinétion, and the pa=
rifhes refponfible for -the f{oldiers they

Vor. IL Z have
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have fupplied. Being obliged to fill up
their own wvacancies when drafts are
made the regiments would be always
complete, without effort, without ty-
ranny, and without murmur. -

Kings who have created power, impa-
tient of enjoyment, have not confided in
general principles. They have feared
that the people they have invited into
their countries fhould too foon be dif-
gufted, by the difficulties they muft
have to encounter at the beginning.
Hence thofe tyrannical regulations, by
the aid of which they have intended to
fix the wretch to the foil on which he
had been planted. In the prefent ftate
of your kingdom, there is no pretext for
the continuance of this error. It is time
to eradicate flavery at which the heart
revolts, which drives away good fubjeéts,.
or infpires them with the defire of efcap-
ing. Banifh therefore all unneceffary con-
ftraint ; and this, which of all others
is the moft abhorrent and the moft un-
neceflary. -

Yet, before detiding on any plan for

" the
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the recruiting of the army, it is requifite
to confider, with all the attention which
it merits, that of the moft worthy of your
minifters, Baron . Hertzberg, who to a
comprehenfive knowledge of the wounds
of Pruffia, and the means of profperity
and cure, joins the higheft degree of
public {pirit and patriotic love. He fup-
pofes it poffible to recruit the army b
itfelf, {fo as to provide for every thing
that the moft reftlefs ftate of politics can
require. Perhaps, and probably, his plan
and mine may coalefce. It is incontefta-
bly one of thofe which otight to be ex-
ecuted at the very beginning of yout
reign 3 but let it be preceded by a law
of enfranchifement, which thall procure
your efforts the uiiverfal fuffrages of
mankind, and their combined aid.

It is not to a man fo worthy as you,
Sire—(and what greater praife can be
beftowed upon a King ?)—it is not necef-
fary to recommend, with refpeét to ens
rolments, the religious obfervation of all
thi¢ ftipulations fo unworthlly violated by
your predece{Tors, or the pious rewarding

7z 2 of
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of {oldiers who have diftinguithed them.
felves by long and loyal fervice.~—Alas!
SIrE, I have feen alms beftowed, under
the windows of your palace, upon men
who, while you were yet in your cradle,
have fhed their blood in defence of your
family.  Your generous equity doubtlefs
will foften the rigour of their deftiny.
Remember alfo the duty, the neceflity, of
educating the children of foldiers, who at
prefent are perifhing in the moft deplora-
ble manner, in the orphan-houfe of Pot{-
dam, where more than four thoufand are
huddled together. Humanity implores
your protection of thefe wretched viétims,
and provident policy, which but too loud-
ly affirms how requifite a great army will
long be to the Pruffian ftates, will point
out the real value of thefe children,

Men ought to be happy in your king-
dom, S1rE ; grant them liberty to leave
their country, when not legally detained
by individual obligations. Grant this free-
dom by a formal edi&. This, SirE, is
another of the eternal laws of equity;
which the fituation of the times demands

thould
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fhould be put in execution ; which will do
you infinite good, and which will not rob
you of one enjoyment ; foryour people can
no where feek a better econdition than
that which it depends on you to afford
them ; and could they be happy clfewhere
they would not be detained by your pro-
hibitions. Leave fuch laws to thofe pow-
ers that have been defirous to render pro-
vinces prifons, forgettmg that ‘this was
but to make them hateful. The moft
tyrannical laws refpe'&r“mg emigration have
only ‘impelled the people to ¢migrate,
againft the very with of nature, and per-
haps the moft powerful of all withes,
which attaches man to his native foil
How does the Laplander cherith the de-
folate climate under which he is born!
And would the inhabitant of a kmgdom
enlightened by milder funs pronounce his
own banithment, did not a tyrannical ad-
miniftration render the benefits of nature
ufelefs, or abhorred? Far from dxfperﬁng
men, a law of enfranchifement would but
detain them in what they would then
call their coop couNTrY; and which

Z 3 they
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they would. prefer to lands the moft fer-
tile : for man will {ubmit to every thing
that Providence impofes; heé only mur-
murs at injuftice from man, to which if
he does fubmit it is with a rebellious
heart. Man is not a -tree rooted to the
earth in which he grows,. therefore per=
tains not to the foil.. Heis nelther field,
meadow, nor brute ; therefore cannot be
bought and fold. . He has an interior
convittion of thefe_ﬁmple truths 3 nor
can he be perfuaded that his chiefs have
any right to attach him ta the glebe.
All powers in vain unite to inculcate a
do&rine fo mfamous.. The time when
the fovereign of the earth might conjure
him in the name of God, if fuch a time
ever exifted, is paft ; the language of
juftice and reafon is. the only one ta
which he will at prefent liften.  Princes
cannot too often recolleét that Enghfh
Amegca, enjoins all,governments to be
juft and lfage, if governors do not wifh ta
rule over deferts.

Abolith, SirE, the traites foraines ( d)

(dj The twentieth, levied on all merchandize entering

o Jeaving the kingdom. T,
and
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and the droits dlaubaine (¢). Of what be-
nefit to you can fuch remains of feudal
barbarifm be # Do not wait for a {yftem
of reciprocity, which never has any other
effeG than that of longer detaining nations
in a ftate of folly and warfare. That
which is good for the profperity of any
country needs no reciprocity. Objections
of this kind are but the foolith ob-
jeGtions of vanity. Should the tyranny
which is exercifed over man and property
in one ftate be to the lofs of another,
this is an additional reafon why the latter
fhould put an end to fuch abfurd cuf-
toms. Similar abfurdities perhaps have
obliged its own {ubjeéts to feek their for-
tune elfewhere, and have even made
them forbear to return and bring the
fruits of their labours back to the country
that gave them birth. Asnothingis want-
ing but that {ome one thould begin, how
noble, how worthy is it of a great king
to be the firft! Your commercial fubjeéts
who are {fomewhat wealthy could not ac-

(¢) The feizure of the effe(ts of foreigners, who hap-
pen to die in the kingdom. T,

Z 4 quire
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quire their wealth at home, they were
obliged to feek it in foreign coun-
tries ; who therefore, SirE, is more in-
terefted than you are to fet the example
of abolition, where to exa& is fo atro-
cious? Have England and Holland wait-
ed to renounce fuch rights, till you thould

have renounced them in their behalf ?
One of the moft urgent changes which
demands your attention, and which a
word may accomplifh, is a law to reftore
to the plebeians the liberty to purchafe
patrician lands, with all their annexed
rights. The execution of the ftrange
decree by which they were deprived of
this liberty has been fo iniquitoufly in-
flicted that, if a patrician eftate was {old
for debt, and a plebeian was defirous of
paying all the creditors, with an ad-
ditional {fum to the debtor, he was not
allowed fo to do, without an exprefs
order from the King, This order was
generally refufed by your predeceflor ;
and the patrician by whom the creditors
were defrauded, and the debtor kept
without refource, had the preference.
What
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‘What was the confequence of this abfurd.
law? The debafement of the price of
land, that is to fay of the firft riches of
the ftate, and highly to the difadvantage
of the noble landholders ; the decay of
agriculture, which was before difcouraged
by fo many other caufes, and of credit
among the gentry ; the aggravation of
that fearful prejudice which wrongs the
plebeian and renders the patrician ftupid,
by making him fuppofe his honourable
rights are a {ufficient fource of refped,
and that he need not acquire any other 3
in fine the abfolute neceflity that thofe
plebeians thould quit the country who
had acquired any capital ; for they could
not employ their- money in trade, that
being ruined by monopoly ; mnor in agri-
culture, becaufe they were not allowed
to hope they ever might be landhold-
ers (f). Is not Mecklenburg full of the

(f) Beurgeoific and Roturiers are terms which are
here tranflated by the word plebeian, and this word is
meant to include all claffes, whether of tradefmen,
hufbandmen, or liberal profeffions, that do aot apper-
tain to the nobility. T,

traders
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traders of Stettin, and Kcenigfberg, &c.
who have employed the wealth they
gained, during the laft maritime war, in
the purchafe of the eftates of the ruined
nobility of that country ? This, SirE,
would be a heavy lofs to you, were Meck-
lenburg always to be feparated from your
kingdom ; a lofs beyond the powers of
calculation, were the fame regulations
hereafter to {fubfift, It is a remark which
could not efcape fagacious travellers, that
wealthy merchants have delighted, in re-
tirement, to betake themfelves to agricul-
ture. The moft barren land becomes
fruitful in their poflfeflion. They labour
for its improvement, and bear with them
that {pirit of order, that circumftantial
precifion, by which they grew rich in
trade. 'Wherever merchants can pur-
chafe, and wherever trade is honourable,
there the country flourifhes, and wears
the face of abundance and profperity.
Commercial induftry awakens every other
kind of induftry, and the earth requires
that ingenious tillage which animates
vegetation in the moft ungrateful foil.

Ah!
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Ah'! Sire, deign to recolle& this tillage
never was invented on patrician lands ;
for this we are indebted to thofe coun-
tries where illuftrious birth vanithes,
when merit and talents appear.

Abolith, SirE, thofe- fenfelefs preroga-
tives, which beftow great offices on men
who, to {fpeak mildly, are not above me-
diocyity ; and which are the caufe that
the greateft number of your fubjeéts take
no imtereft in a country where they have
nothing to hope but fetters and humili-
ations. Beware, Oh! Beware, of that
univerfal ariftocracy which is the fcourge
of monarchical ftates, even more than.
of republics; an anftocracy by which,
from one end of the earth to the other,
the human fpecies is opprefled. It is the
intereft of the moft abfolute monarch to.
promulgate the moft popular maxims.
The people do not dread and revile
kings, but their minifters, their cour-
tiers, their nobles; in a word the arifto-
cracy. OH DID THE KING BUT KNow!”
—Thus they exclaim.—They daily in-
yoke the royal authority, and are always

ready
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ready to arm it againft ariftocracy. And’
whence is the power of the prince de-
rived, but from the people; his perfonal
fafety, but from the people; his wealth
and fplendor, but from the people; thofe
beneditions which alone can make him
more than mortal, but from the people
And who are the enemies of the fove-
reign, but the grandees; the members of
the ariftocracy, who require the king
thould be only THE FIRST AMONG EQUALS,
and who, wherever they could, have left
him no other pre-eminence than that of
rank, referving power to themfelves ! By
what ftrange error does it happen that
kings debafe their friends, whom they
deliver up to their enemies? It is the in-
tereft and the will of the people that
the prince thould never be deceived, The
intereft and the will of the nobility are
the very reverfe. The people are eafily
fatisfied : they give and afk not. Only
prevent indolent pride from bearing too
heavy upon them; leave but the carcer
open which the fupreme Being has

pointed out to them at their birth, and
7 they
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they will not murmur. Where is. the
monarch who could ever fatisfy the no-
ble, the rich, the great? Do they ever
ceafe to atk } Will they ever ceafe ?

SIRE, equality of rights among thofe
who fupport the throne will form its.
firmeft bafis, Changes of this kind can-
not be {uddenly made; yet there is one
of thefe which cannot be too {uddenly :
let no perfon who wifhes to approach
the throne, whatever may be his rank
in life, be impeded by the prerogatives of
the great. Let men feel the neceffity of
equal merit to obtain preference. It is
for you to level diftinétions, and feat
merit in its proper place.

Declare open war on the prejudice
which places fo great a diftance between
military and civil fun&ions. It is a pre-
judice which, under a, feeble prince, fuch
as your auguft family, like every other,
may fome time produce, will expofe the
country, and the crown itfelf, to all the
convulfions of pretorian anarchy. The
officer, and the foldier, Sire, thould only
" be proud in the prefence of the foe. To
their
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their countrymen they fhould be bro-
thers: and, if they defend their fellow
citizens, be it remembered they are paid
by their fellow citizens. Ina kingdom
like yours, perhaps, the warrior ought to
have the firft degree of refpect; but he
ought not to have it exclufively. If you
have an army only you will never have
a kingdom. Render your civil officers’
more refpeétable than they were under
your predeceffor. Nothing is more juft,
or more eafy to accomplith. The prince
who reigns over the affetions engages
them by the fimpleft attentions. Fre-
deric II. had the frenzy of continually
wearing a uniform, as if he weré the king
only of foldiers. Thislegionary habiliment
did not a little contribute to difcredit the
civil officer. How happened it he never
felt it was impoffible a fovereigh thould
render men eftimable for whom he never
would teftify efteem? He who attempts
to make thofe incorruptible to whom he
will not afcertain pecuniary independence
will be equally unfuccefsful. Let the
civil officer be better paid; and nevet
“ 5 forget,
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forget, SirE, that ill-pay is ill-ceconomy.
Among a thoufand examples, I will but
cite the enormous frauds that the Pruf-
fian adminiftrators have, for fome years,
committed on the public revenue. By
an inconfiftency, which is important in
its effects, the financiers have been held
in too much contempt, and thofe who
have been convicted of ats the moft
difhoneft have been too flightly punifhed.
Such partiality could only raife the indig-
nation of the poor, and encourage the
frandulent; who foon learned that to
bribe an accomplice was to diminifh the
danger. 7
Prompt and gratuitous juftice is evi-
dently the firft of fovereign duties. If
the judge have no intereft to elude the
law, and can receive only his falary, gra-
tuitous juftice is foon rendered ; and will
be equitable, {hould your infpection be
adtive and fevere, and fhould you never
forget that feverity is the firft duty of
kings. This grand regulation of render=
ing juftice entirely gratuitous will, for-
tunately, not become burthenfome in
your
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your ftates ; for your people are well in-
clined, and not addiéted to litigious dif~
putes. But, burthenfome or not, that
which is {trict equity is always neceffary.
Juftice, SirE, precedes utility itfelf; or
rather where juftice is not there is there
no utility. The judge ought to be paid
by the public, and not to receive fees.
To deny this were abfurd; for muft not
judges fubfift, though there fhould not,
for a whole year, be a fingle law-fuit ?

Be you, Sirg, the firft to render the
adminiftration of juftice gratuitous.

Be you alfo the firft in whofe ftates
all men, who with to labour, fhall find
work. All who breathe ought to feed
by labour. It is the firft law of nature,
and prior to all human conventions. It
is the bond of fociety. The government
that {hould neglect to multiply the pro-
duts of the earth, and that fhould not
leave to each individual the ufe and pros
fits of his induftry, would be the accom~
plice or the author of all the crimes of
men, and never could punith a culprit
without committing a murder ; for each

man,
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man, who offers labour in exchange for
food, and meets refufal, is the natural
and legitimate enemy of other men, and
has a right to make war upon fociety.

Every where, in country as well as in
town, let houfes of induftry be kept open
at'the expence of government; that any
man, of any country, may there gain his
livelihood by his labour; and that your
{fubje¢ts there may be taught the value
of time and induftry.

Such inftitutions, Sire, would be no
burthen; they would pay themfelves.
They would open a road to trade, facili-
tate the fale of natural produéts, enrich
your lands, and improve your finances.

Such, SIRE, are the inftitutions which
become a great king; and not manufac-
tures proteéted by exclufive privileges,
which only can be fupported by injuftice
and mountains of gold, and which do
but contribute to enrich a very {mall
number of men; or to endow hofpitals,
which, if there were no poor, would create
paupers.

" There are, alas! too many poor in
Vor. 1L Aa Pruffia,
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Pruffia, efpecially at Berlin, and ' the
poverty of whom demands your atten-
tion. In your capital, it cannot be faid
without a painful emotion, a tenth of the
inhabitants receives public alms ; and this
number annually augments. It is no
doubt neceffary to limit the extent of
cities, where exceflive population is pro-
ductive of the worft confequences. In
them not only poverty takes birth but
the worft of poverty, becaufe it is not
known how it may be remedied. The
poor of cities are beings that have loft all
good properties, moral and phyfical. But,
fpeaking in general, the beft opponent
to this increafing poverty would be the
houfes of induftry before mentioned,
where all men who have arms may la-
bour; and not thofe ufelefs trades, which
are wretched mn their pomp, and ferve
but to encourage the luxury of {plendor,
which already eats up your kingdom;
nor thofe hofpitals, fruitful fources of
depredation, of benefit only to their di-
rectors, which ingulph fums {o confi-
derable ; while your fchaols, efpecially

thofe
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thofe of the open country, are {o neg-
leéted, and fo miferable, that the fala-
ries of fome of the head mafiers {carcely
amount to fifteen crowns a year. Let
your Majefty fit your fubjeéts for labour
by a proper mode of inftruétion, and they
will have no need of hofpitals.

You are not ignorant, SIrE, that to in-
ftruct is one of the moft important duties.
of the fovereign, as it is one of his greateft
fources of wealth. The moft able man
could do nothing without forming thofe
who furround him, and whom he 1s
obliged to employ; nor without teach-
ing them his language, and familiariz~
ing them with his ideas and his princi-
ples. The entire freedom of the prefs
therefore ought to be enumerated among
your firft regulations; not only becaufe
the depnvatlon of this freedom is a de-~
privation of natural right, but becaufe
that all impediment to the progrefs of
the human underftanding is an .evil, an
excellive evil; and efpecially to your-
felf, who only can enjoy truth, and hear

Aa 2 truth,
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truth, from the prefs, which fhould be
the prime minifter of good kings.

They will tell you, SirE, that with re-
fpect to the freedom of the prefs you can
add nothing at Berlin. But to abolith
the cenforthip, of itfelf {fo ufelefs, and
always {o arbitrary, would be much. If
the printer’s name be inferted in the title
page, it is enough, perhaps more than
enough. The only {pecious objeétion
againft an unlimited freedom of the prefs
is the licentioufnefs of libels; but it is
not perceived that the freedom of the
prefs would take away the danger; be-
caufe that, under fuch a regulation,
truth only would remain. The moft
{candalous libels have no power except in
countries that are deprived of the freedom
of the prefs. Its reftri¢tionsform an illicit
trade, which cannotbeextirpated; yet they
lay reftraints on none but honeft people.
Let not, therefore, that abfurd contraft be
4een in Pruffia, which abfolutely forbids
foreign books to be in{peéted, and fub-
je€ts national publications to fo {evere an
inquifition. Give freedom to all. Read,

SIRE,
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Sire, and {uffer others to read. Know-.
ledge will every where expand, and will
centre on the throne. Do you with for
darknefs? Oh! no! Your mind is too
great. Or, if you did, you would with
in vain, would a& to your own injury,
without obtaining the fatal fuccefs of
extinguifhing light. You will read, SirE;
you will begin a noble affociation with
books ; books that have deftroyed fhame-
ful and cruel prejudices; that have
{fmoothed your paths; that were benefi-
cial to you previous even to your birth
You will not be ungrateful toward the
accumulated labours of beneficent genius.
You will read; you will proteét thofe
who write; for without them what were,
what fhould be, the human fpecies?
They will inftrué&, will aid you, will
{peak to you unfeen, without approach-
ing your throne; will introduce auguft
Truth to your prefence, who fhall enter
your palace unefcorted, unattended ; and,
having entered, fhe will afk no dignities,
no titles, but will remain invifible and
difinterefted. You will read; but you
Aaj would
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would wifh your people fhould read alo.
You will not think you have done
enough by filling your academies with
foreigners. You will found fchools, efpe-
cially in the country, and will multiply
and endow them. You will not wifh to
reign in darknefs. Say but, ¢ Let there
¢ be light,” and light fhall appear at your
bidding; while her divine beams thall
thine more refplendent round your head
than all the laurels of heroes and con-
querors.

There 1s a devouring plague in your
ftates, SIRE, which you cannot too.{ud-
denly extirpate; and no doubt this good
deed will nobly fignalize the firft day of
your acceflion to the throne. I {peak of
the lottery, which would but be the more
odious and more formidable did it pro-
cure you the wealth of worlds; but
which, for the wretched gain of fifty
thoufand ¢rowns, hurries the induftri-
pus part of your fubjets into all the ca-
lamities of poverty and vice,

You will be told, StrE, what {ome pre-
tended ftatefmen have not bluthed to

write,
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write, and publith, that the lottery ought
to' be regarded as a voluntary tax.—A
tax? — And what a tax! One whofe
whole produéts are founded either on
delirtum or defpair. What a tax! To
which the rich landholder is not obliged to
contribute. A tax which neither wife nor
good men ever pay.—A voluntary tax ?—
Strange indeed is this kind of freedom !
Each day, each minute, the people are
told it depends only on themielves to be-
come rich for a trifle: thoufands may be
gained by a fhilling. So the wretch be-
lieves who cannot calculate, and who is
in want of bread; and the facrifice he
makes of that poor remaining fhilling
which was to purchafe bread, and ap-
peafe the cries of his family, is a free
gift! A tax, which he pays to his fove-

reign ! |
You will be further told, yes, men will
dare to tell you, that this horrible inven-
tion, which empoifons even hope itfelf,
the laft of the comforts of man, is indeed
an evil; but that 1t were better you
thould yourfelf colleé the harveft of the
Aay lottery
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lottery than abandon your {ubje&s to fo-
reign lotteries.—Oh! SirE, caft’ arith-
metic {o corrupt, and fophifms fo deteft-
able, with horror from you. There con-
tirually are means of oppofing foreign
lotteries.  Secret colle€tors are not to be
feared. They will not penetrate far into
your f{tates, when the pains and penalties
are made fevere; and in fuch inftances
only are informers encouraged without
inconvenience, for they only inform
againft an ambulatory peftilence. The
natural penalties againft {uch as favour
adventurers in foreign lotteries are, in-
famy, an exclufion from municipal of-
fices, from trading companies, and from
the right of coming on change. Thefe
penalties are very fevere, and no doubt
fufficient ; yet if violent remedies are ne-
ceffary, to impede the progrefs of {uch a
crime, the punithment of death, that pu-
nithment at which my mind revolts and
my blood is frozen, that punifhment {o
prodigally beftowed on fo many crimes,
and which perhaps no crime can merit,
would be rendered more excufable from

the
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the fearful lift of wretchednefs and dif-
order, which originate in lotteries, than
even from the moft exaggerated confe-
quences of domeftic theft.

But, SirE, the great, firft, and imme-
diate operation which I fupplicate from
Your Majesty, In the name of your
deareft intersft and glory, is a quick and
formal declaration, accompanied with all
the awful charaéteriftics of {overeignty,
that unlimited toleration fhall prevail
through your ftates, and that they fhall
ever remain open to all religions. You
have a very natural, and not lefs eftima-
ble, opportunity of making fuch a decla~
ration. Publith an edi&t which fhall
grant civil liberty to the Jews. This aét
of beneficence, at the very commence-
ment of your reign, will make you fur-
pafs your illuftrious predeceflor in reli-
gious toleration, who was the moft tole-
rant prince that ever exifted. Nor fhall
this excefs of beneficence be without its
reward. Exclufive of the numerous in-
creafe to population, and the large capi-
tals which Pruffia will infallibly acquire,

4 at
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at the expence of other countries, the
Jews of the fecond generation will become
good and ufeful citizens. To effeét this
they need but be encouraged in the me-
chanic arts, and agriculture, which to
them are interdiéted. Free them from
thofe additional taxes by which they are
oppreffed. Give them accefs to the courts
of juftice equal to your other {ubjeéts, by
depriving their Rabbis of all avil autho-
rity.—Oh! S1RrE, I conjure you, beware of
delaying the declaration of the moft uni-
verfal tolerance. There are fears in your
provinces of rather lofing than gaining in
this refpet. Apprehenfions are enter-
tained concerning what are called your
prejudices, your preconceived opinions,
your doctrine. This perhaps 1s the only
part in which you have been {ferioufly
attacked by calumny. Solemnly prove
the falfehood of thofe who have affirmed
you are intolerant. Shew them that your
refpect for religious opinions equals your
refpect for the great Creator, and that you
are far from defiring to prefcribe laws.
concerning the manner in which he

ought
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ought to be adored. Prove that, be your
philofophic or religious opinions what
they may, you make no pretenfions to
the abfurd and tyrannical right of im-
pofing opinions upon others.

After thefe preliminary aéts, which, I
cannot too often repeat, may as well be
performed in an hour as in a year, and
which confequently ought to be per-
formed immediately, a glance on the
eeconomical and political {yftem, by
which your kingdom is regulated, will
lead you to other confiderations.

It is a moft remarkable thing that a
man like your predeceflor, diftinguifhed
for the extreme juftnefs of his under-
ftanding, fhould have embraced an
ceconomical and political {yftem fo ra-
dically vicious.—Indire¢t taxes, extra-
vagant prohibitions, regulations of every
kind, exclufive privileges, monopolies
.without number !—Such was the {pirit
of his domeftic government, and to a
degree that, befide being odious, was
moft ridiculous.

Is it not aftonifhing, for example,

" “ that
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that a man like Frederic II. could wafte
his time in regulating, in fuch a city as
Berlin, the rates that fhould be paid at
mns ; the pay of laquass de louage (g) 5
and the value of all the neceflaries of
life ; or that ever he fhould conceive
the projet of prohibiting the entrance
of French apples into the march of Bran-
denburg, which is only produétive of
woods and fands ? As if the apples of his
provinces were in dread of rivals. Thus
too he afked, when he prohibited the
eggs that were brought from Saxony,—
«“ Cannot my hens lay eggs?’—Could
he forget that the eggs of the hens of
Berlin muft firft be eaten, before the in-
habitants would fend as far as Drefden
for others? His prohibition too of the
moufe-traps of Brunfwic! As if the man
had ever before been born who founded
his hopes of fortune on a fpeculation in
moufe-traps ! It would be endlefs to col-
leét all his fingularities of this kind.
Who can refleé, without pain and pity,

{¢) Footmen that are hired by the day, for the con-
venience of ftrangers. T.

that
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that four hundred and twelve monopolies
exift in your kingdom? So interwoven
was this equally abfurd and iniquitous
fyftem, with the {pirit of the government
of Frederic. II ! Or that a great number
of thefe monopolies are ftill altive; at
leaft that the prohibitive ordinances are
effetive, which beftowed fuch exclufive
privileges on perfons many of whom have
fince been ruined, and have become bank-
rupts or outlaws? Or that, in fine, the
number of prohibited commodities greatly
exceeds that of commodities that are per-
mitted ? Thefe things would -appear in-
credible to men even moft accuftomed to
indulge the regulatory and fifcal delirium !
Yet thus low could even a great man fink,
who was defirous of _overning too much.
Is it not equally aftonifhing that a mo-
narch fo a&ive, fo induftrious, in his
royal funétions, fhould leave the fyftem
of direét taxation exadtly in the ftate in
which it was under Frederic I. when the
clergy were taxed at a fiftieth of their in-
come, the nobility at the thirty-third, and
the people at the feventeenth ; a burthen,
at
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at that time exceflive, but which, by the
different variations in value and the figns
of property; is almoft reduced to nothing ?
So that induftry and trade have been moft
unmercifully opprefled by your predecef-
{or, at the very time that he was eftablifh-
ing manufaétures at an exceflive expence.
How might this fame king, fo confiftent
and pertinacious in what he had once or~
dained, at the time that he {ettled new
colonies by granting them franchifes and
the right of property, the neceflity of
which to agriculture he confequently
knew, {uffer the abfurd regulation to fub-
fift which excludes all right of property
in the greateft part of his kingdom ?
How was it that he did not feel that,
inftead of expending fums fo vaft in
forming colonies, he would much more
rapidly have augmented his revenues, and
the population of his provinces, by en-
franchifing thofe unfortunate beafts of
burthen who, under the human form,
cultivate the earth, by diftributing among
them the extenfive tracts called domains
(which abforb almoft the half of your
3 cftates)
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eftates) in proprietaries, and on condition
of paying certain hereditary quit-rents in
kind ¢ |

All thefe particulars, and a thoufand
others of a like kind, are ftrange, no
doubt ; yet it is not totally impoffible to
explain fuch eccentricities of mind in a
great man. ‘Without entering here into
a particular enquiry, concerning that qua-
lity of mind whence it refulted that Fre-
deric II. was much rather a fingular ex-
ample of the developement of great cha-
racter, in its proper place, than of an ele-
vated genius, beftowed by nature, and {u-
perior to other men, it is eafy to perceive
that, having applied the whole power of
his abilities to form a grand military
force, with provinces that were difunited,
parcelled out, and generally unfruitful;
apu, for that purpofe, withing to outftrip
the {low march of nature, he principally
thought of money, becaufe money was
the only engine of fpeed.  Hence origi~
nated with him his idolatry of money ;
his love of amafling, realizing, and heap~
ing. Thofe fifcal fyftems which moft

: effectually
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effeGtually ftripped the people of their

metal were thofe in which he moft de-
lighted. Every artifice, every fifcal ex-
tortion, that have taken birth in king-
doms the moft luxurious, which unfor-
tunately, in this as in other things, gave
the fafthion to Europe, were by turns
naturalized in his ftates. Frederic Il. was
the more eafily led to purfue this pur~
pofe, becaufe fuch was the fituation of
fome of his provinces that they were al-
moft neceffarily a market for the produéts
of Saxony, Poland, &c. and thus the mul-
tiplicity and {everity of his duties were
lefs rapidly deftruétive of the revenue
arifing from the tolls. Befide that his
nation, but little active, and ftill perhaps
tainted by that Germanic improvidence
which negleéts or difdains to fave, did not
afford him any other immediate refource.
than what might be found in the royal
treafury. He imagined the Pruflians were
in need of being goaded by additions,
which however could only tend to flacken
their pace. He fuppofed they might be
taught wifdom by monopolies ; as if mo-

nopolies
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nopolies were not injurious to the progrefs
of knowledge. Having taken his firft
fteps, his unconquerable fpirit of con=
fiftency, which was his diftinguifhing cha-
racteriftic ; the multitude of his affairs,
which obliged him to leave whatever did
not appertain to the military {yftem on
the {ame bafis, and with fimilar inftitu-
tions in which he found it ; his habit of
not {uffering contradi&ion nor difcuf=
fion; his extreme contempt for ménkind,
which perhaps will explain all his fuc-
cefs, all his errors, all his conduét ; his
confidence in his own fuperiority; which
confirmed him in the fatal refolution of
feeing all, of all regulating, all ordaining,
and perfonally interfering in all; thefe
various caufes combined have rendered
fifcal robbery, and {yftematic monopoly,
irrefragable and facred in his kingdom 3
while they were daily aggravated by his
defpotic temper, and the morofenefs of
age.

Evils {o various and fo great had in~
deed fome compenfations. To his nu-
merous taxes Frederic II. joined a rigo-

Vor. II. Bb rous
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tous ceconomy. He raifed heavy cons
tributions on his enemies. His firft wars-
were paid by their money. He eon~
quered a rich province, where great and
wealthy induftry, produced no doubt by
a government more fage than his, had
previoufly been eftablifhed. He drew
fubfidies from his ‘allies ; the folly of
granting which 1s no -longer in -fathion.
During four and twenty years of peacey
he enjoyed a degree of refpeét, which ra-
ther refembled worfhip than dread. He
continually referved, mn his ftates, fome
part of the money he extorted. His new
military difcipline, a {fpecies of induftry
of which lie was the creator, not a little
contributed to his puiffance; and his
wealth, in the midft of indebted Europe,
would have been almoft {fufficient for all
his withes ; for, had the ardour of his
ambition longer continued, what he could
not haveconquered he would have bought.
Who indeed can fay whether Frederic 11
was not indebted, for a great part of his
domeftic {uccefs, to the deplorable ftate
of the human fpecies in Germany ;

' through
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through meft of the ftates of which, if
we except Saxony, the - inhabitants were
ftill more wretched than in Pruffia?

Yet, Sire, with. efforts fo multiplied,
What 1s the inheritance that has ‘beent
left you by this great king ? Are your
provinces- rich, powerful, and happy ?
Deprive them of their military renown;
and the refources of the royal treafury,
which foon may vahifh, and feeble will
be the remainder. Had the provinces of
which your kingdom 1is compofed been
undeér- a paternal government, and peo=
pled by freemen, the -d¢quifition of Si-
lefia might have been more diftant; but
how different would have been t‘he pres
fent ftate and wealth of the whole re-
mdaining nation ! co )

Your fituation, SIRE; is intirely different
from that of your predeceffor.  The de-
. firu&tive refources of fifcal regulation are
exhaunfted. A change of {yftem is for this
reafon indifpenfable. An army cannot al-
ways, cannot Jong, conftitute the bafis of
the Pruffian puiffance. Your army muft

therefore be fupported by all the internal
Bb 2 aids

K
e



[ 372 ]

aids which good “adminiftration can em-
ploy, built on permanent foundations. It
is neceffary that you fhould truly animate
the national induftry, in ably profiting
by thofe extraordinaty and perifhable
means which have been tranfmitted to
you by your predeceflor. Thefe it is
to be prefumed you may long enjoy.
It is not therefore abfurd to advife you
to fow, in order that you may reap.
Should momentary facrifices, however
great, be neceflary, to render the Pruffian
ftates (which hitherto have only confti-
tuted a vaft and formidable camp) a
ftable and profperous monarchy, founded
on freedom and property, the immenfity
of your treafure will render fuch facrifices
infinitely lefs burthenfome to you than
they would be to any other fovereign,
and the 'barter will be prodigioufly to
your advantage, even fhould the ren-
dering of men happy be eftimated at no-
thing.

The bafis of the {yftem which it is your
duty, SIrE, to form muft reft on the juft
ideas which you f{hall obtain of the

true
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true ‘value. of money, which is but a
trifling part of national wealth, and of
much lefs importance than the riches
which annually {pring from the bofom
of the earth. The incorruptibility and
the fcarcity of gold have rendered it a
pledge, and a mode of exchange, between
man and man; and this general ufe is
the chief fource of the deceitful opinions.
that are entertained of its value. The
facility with which it may be removed,
when men are obliged to fly, efpecially
from places where tyranny is to be dread-
ed, has given every individual a defire of
amaffling gold; and the falfe opinions con-
cerning that meta] have been ftrength-
ened by this univerfal defire,

No lefs true is it that gold, being an
engine or agent mn trade, and that the
multiplicity of agents is the increafe of
trade (5), and ftill further that the in-,
creafe of trade is the profperity of na-

() The whole reafoning here, and indeed through
the greateft part of the Memorial, is taken from that
almoft ineftimably valuable work, SmiTr’s WEaALTH

0¥ NATIONS. T,

Bb 3 tions,
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tions, to imprifon gold, or to aét fo as
to oblige others to imprifon it, is mad-~
nefs. What would you fay of a prince
who, defiring to become a conqueror,
thould keep his army fhut up in bar-
racks? Yet kings who amafs gold a&
precifely thus. They render that lifelefs
which is of no value, except when in
motion.

But juft ideas concerning the value of
gold are neceffarily conneéted with thofe
of the gavernment that fhall refpeét pro-
perty, and fhall purfue principles of rigo-
rous juftice ; {fuch as thall infpire unthak-
en confidence, and render to each indivi-
dual the moft perfeét {ecurity ;3 for with-
out this the true ufe of gold is traverfed
by innumerable accidents, that deprive it
of the utility which would otherwife ren-
der national induftry {o fruitful.

Whatever you may do, SIrE, to infpire
confidence, it {till remains for you to ob-
ferve that nations have commercial con-
nections ;3 and that gold forms one of:
thofe, becaufe of its neceflity to trade. It
muft flow here or there, cccording to the

indefinite
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indefinite combinations of merchants,

Hence no nation can unite found opi-

nions concerning trade with reftraint on

the exportation of gold. Each man muft

finally pay his debts, and no perfon

gives or receives gold, from which little
Is to be gained, except when every means

“of paying in merchandize is exhaufted;
for from thefe profits are derived to

- buyer and {feller. What would you
think, S1rE, of a prince who fhould en-
courage the merchants of his kingdom
to eftablith numerous manufgx&ures, con-
fequently to employ numerous agents,
yet thould forbid thofe agents to leave
the kingdom that they might purchafe
the materials of which the manufaéturers
ftand in need? This however is the
picture of the prince who thould prevent,
or lay reftraint on, the exportation of
gold : fuch would his phrenzy be. But
in what does this phrenzy originate ? In
his fear that the gold will never come
back. And wherefore ?. Becaufe he fe-
cretly feels that his fubjects are not per-
feétly {ecure of their property.—Thus,
SIRE, you perceive juitice, fecurity, refpe&t
Bbg for
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for men, and a declaration of war agamnft
all tyranny, are indifpenfable conditions
to every plan of profperity.

When your fubjeéts fhall be at eafe in
this rg:fpe&, entertain no apprehenfions
thould gold feem to vanith : it is but
gone in fearch of gold, and to return
with increafe, Forget not, Sirg, that
the value of gold is loft, irretrievably,
when it is not abfolutely {ubje&ed to the
will of trade, which alone is its monarch.
By trade I here underftand the general
action of all productive induftry, from
the hufbandman to the artift.

What has been done in kingdoms
where the {ecurity of the citizen is per-
fect, and where men have been cons-
vinced that gold never can be fixed, nor
acquired in fufficient abundance for the
fupply of exchange? Why, in fuch
kingdoms, banks have been imagined, and
bills have been brought into circulation,
'\Vthh, from the convi&tion that they
may at any time be turned into {pecie,
have become a kind of coin, which not
bemo univerfal has been an internal fub-
ftitute for gold and induced men not to

difturb
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difturb themfelves concerning its exter-
nal circulation.

Of fuch eftablithments you, SIRrE,
fhould be ambitious. Happy the ftate in
which the fovereign, having habituated
his fubje&s to the opinion of perfeét in-
ternal fecurity, can caufe {ufficient {fums
to iffue from his treafury for the efta-
blithment of fuch banks, to his own ad-
vantage (). How many fifcal inven-
tions, produced by the {pirit of pilfering,
under the proteGtion of ignorance and
the laws, how many abfurd and tyranni-
cal taxes might be annihilated, by gain-
ing the intereft of that money of which
this confidential currency fhould be the
reprefentative ! And what tax ever could

(i) Notwithftanding th¢ general &xcellence of the
counfel given in this Memarial, there feems to be a
mixture of cunning in the prefent advice, of which
perhaps the Author was not confcious. But the pre-
ceding letters prove that he himfelf was addited to
fpeculations in ftock-jobbing ; and, ftill more, that
he wifhed to procure loans from Pruffia to fupply the
immediate neceflities of France, and of his friend
de Calonne. The advice however might be, and pro-
bably was, good, T,

' be
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Sc more mild, more natural, more pro~
duétive, or more agreeable to the mo=
narch, than the intereft- of money which
he may gain by a currency which cofts
him nothing ! Such a tax is cheerfully
paid, for induftry is the borrower; and,
wherever mduftry finds its reward, each
individual wifhes to be induftrious.

" The outline I have here traced, and
which you, Sire, may ftrengthen by fo
illaluy circamf{tances of which I am igno-
rant, and by fo many others that would
be too tedious to recapitulate at prefent,
will naturally lead you—

I. To the diftribution of your im-
menfe domains among hufbandmen,whom
you will fupply with the fums they want,
dnd who will become real landholders,
that thall pay a perpetual quit-rent in
kind, in order that your revenues may
augment in proportion to the augmenta-
tion of weaith.

II. 'To the due lowering (till fuch
time as they may be wholly abolithed) of
mndireét taxes, excife duties, cuftoms, &c,
the product of which will continually

mgreafe
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Increafe in an inverfe ratio to the quan-
tity of the duty, and the vigour with
which it is colleCted ; for illicit trade,
excited by too tempting lures, gains pro-
tectors among thofe by whom ‘it ought
to be reprefled, and agents who had been
appointed its opponents. Such difaftrous
taxes might likewife find fubftitutes in
the natural and juft increafe of direct
taxes; as on land, from which no eftate
ought to be free ; for land finally bears
the whole burthen of taxation, which
burthen is the heavier the more the
means of laying it on are indireét. How
many difputes, thackles, inquifitions, and
diforders, would then vanifh! Plagues
which are more odious, more oppreflive,
than the burthen of the tax itfelf ; and
even more intolerable from the mode of
afleflment than from the value! That
artificial vice which before the laft reign
was unknown in your kingdom, the vice
of illicit trade, which makes deceit the
bafis of commerce, depraves the manners,
and infpires a general contempt for the
laws, then would difappear.  To the re-

gions
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gions of hell.itfelf would then be ba-
nifhed the infernal power which your
predeceffor conferred on the adminiftra~
tors of excife duties and tolls, of arbitra-
rily increafing the penalties and punifh-
ments infliGted on fmugglers.

III. You will firmly and invariably
determine on the {yftem of favouring, by
every poflible means, the zranfit trade (k),
which muft find new roads fhould fo-
reigners longer be vexed ; or rather has
already found new roads. The impofi-
tions, and minute examinations, which
are occafioned by the manner of levying
duties on this trade, and the fatal vigi-
Jance that has been employed not to {uf-
fer contraband goods to find entrance at
the fair of Frankfort on the Oder, has
produced this fatal effet that the Poles,
who formerly carried on a very confidera-
ble trade at Frankfort, and at Breflau, at
prefent totally avoid both places, and
condemn themfelves to a circuit of near a

(#) The paffage of foreign goods through the Prufian
ftates into other countries. T

hundred
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hundred German miles (/) through a
great part of Poland, Moravia, and Bo-
hemia, that they may arrive at Leipfic j
for which reafon this laft city, which
is much lefs favourably f{ituated than
Frankfort on the Oder, where there is a
great river, has within thefe fifteen years
become flourithing 5 while the former,
from the fame caufe, has fallen to decay :
which decay continues increafing, and
that at the very moment when the revo-
lution in America threatens the North
with {o powerful a rivalthip. Profit, SizrE,
by the laft ftage in which perhaps the
tranfit trade can be an objeét of any im-
portance. Favour it by taking off the
chief of the duties which fhackle it at
prefent, and impart a confidence befitting
of your candour and generous benevo-
lence. How might you find a more for-
tunate moment in which to manifeft fuch
intentions, than that wherein your neigh-

(/) The German mile is irregular. It contains
from four to five, fix, feven, and even more miles En-

ghith. T.
2 boury
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bours are fignalizing themfelves by {0
many prohibitive phrenzies ? ‘

IV. Toyou, SIRE, is referved the real
and fingular honour of abolifhirig-mono-
polies, which are no lefs injurious to
good fenfe than to équity ; and'which in
your kirigdom are fo perpetual a f{ource
of hatred and maledi®ion. The Pruf=
fian merchants, incited by the example
of monopolizing companies (Nature, de=
firous of preferving the human race,
ever caufes evil itfelf to produce good),
and, thanks to the excellent fituation of
your ftates, have made fome progrefs, in
defpite of every effort to ftifle their in-
duftry, on the firft ray of hope that mo-
nopolies” thould difappear; and thefe
merchants will, by voluntary contribu=
tions, afford a fubftitute for a part of the
deficiency which the new fyftem may at
firft occafion, in your revenues.

V. You will finally arrive at the
greatelt of benefits, and at the moft ufe=
ful of fpeculations in politics and finance:
You will fet induftry, arts, manufadtures,
and commerce, free; commerce, which

T : onlv
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only can exift under the protetion of
freedom ; commerce, which prefers no
requeft to kings except not to do it an
injury. When you fhall ferioufly have
examined whether thofe manufaures,
which never can fupport a foreign rival~
thip, deferve to be encouraged at an ex-
pence fo heavy, prebibitiens will then
prefently vanith from your ftates. ‘The
linens of Silefia never were otherwife fa-
voured than by exempting the weavers
from military enrolment; and of all the
objects of Pruflian trade, thefe linens are
the moft important. In none of your
provinces are any manufactures to be
found more flourithing than in that of
Weftphalia; namely, in thé county of
Marck ; yet never has government done
any thing to encourage the induftry of
this province,. except in not infliGing in=
ternal vexations. I repeat, internal, for
all the produés of the induftry of Prufs
fian fubjeéts, beyond the Wefer, are ac=
counted foreign and contraband, in all
the other provinces ; which- odious and
abfurd i.ni.quiity you will not fuffer to

fubfift.
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fubfift. You will enfranchife all, Sirk,
and will grant no more exclufive privi-
leges. Thofe who demand them are
generally either knaves or fools; and to
acquiefce in their requefts is the fureft
method of ftrangling induftry. If fuch
are found in England, it is becaufe the
form in which they are granted renders
them almoft null. In Ireland they are
no longer admitted. The government
and the Dublin fociety afford {upport,
and give bounties, but on condition that
no exclufive privilege is alked. The moft
magnificent, as well as the moft certain,
means of poflefling every thing nature
beftows is freedom, Sire. It is the pro-
digality with which fhe beftows that at-
tralts men, by moral feeling and phyfis
cal good. All exclufive grants wound

the firft, and banifth the.fecond.
I intreat, SiRE, you would remark that
I do not propofe you thould fuddenly,
and incautioufly, lop away all the para-
fite fuckers which disfigure and enfeeble
the royal ftock which you were born to
embellith and ftrengthen; but I likewife
con-
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conjure you not to be impeded by the
fear of mecting your. colle@ors with
empty hands; for this fear, being folely
occupied concerning {elf, they will not
fail to increafe. The only man among
them who really poffeffes an extenfive
knowledge of the general conneétions of
commerce, and from whom you may ex~
pect able fervices, whenever your {yftem
thall invariably be direGted to obtain
other purpofes than thafe to which his
talents have hitherto been proftituted,
STRUENSEE, will confirm all my princi-
ples. He will indicate various means to
your Majefty, which may ferve as {ubfti-
tutes to fifcal extortions. Thus, for in-
ftance, the commutation of duties, which
18 a new art, may, under the direction of
a man fo enlightened, greatly increafe
your revenues, by lightening the public
burthen.

England, formed to afford leffons to
the whole earth, and to aftonifh the hu-
man mind by demonftrating the infinite
refources of credit; in fuppart of which
every thing is made to concur—England

Vor. II. Ce has
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has lately made a fine and fortunate ex=
periment of this kind. She has com-
muted the duties on tea by a tax on win-
dows, and the fuccefs 1s wonderful ().
Acquire a clear knowledge of this opera-
tion, Sire. It is preferved, with all the
effeéts it has produced, in a work which
will open vaft profpeéts to your view.
Your generalizing mind will take confi-
dence in the induftry of the honeft man,
and in the refources of his fenfibility,
alded by experience and talents; though
the misfortune of heavy taxes and the
vicious mode of affeflment fhould necef-
farily be prolonged.

But, Sirx, were you obliged to accept
that heavy intereft which powers in debt
are obliged to pay, as a f{ubfitute for
duties that though deftruétive are not
commutable, where would be the mis-
fortune?! What advantage might not
refult from treafures employed to obtain
the payment of intereft by which mo-
narchi¢s ‘the moft formidable are en-

(m) Wonderful indeed ! T.
feebled ?
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feebled ! Wherefore not feize the means
which they themfelves furnith at their
own expence, no longer to ftand in awe
of them? Do not you perceive, SIRE,
that you would thus without danger
make them pay you tribute? For the
governments which might be mad
enough to wifh to rob their creditors
would be unable, thanks to the general
Jintercourfe of trade.

It remains to enquire to whom you
would confide labours fo difficult, yet
fo interefting. It is not for a firanger to
eftimate the worth of your fubjeéts.
Yet, SirE, 1s there one whofe talents
are efteemed in France and England, and
him therefore I may venture to name.
Baron Knyphaufen is well acquainted
with men and things, in thofe countries
in which he has {ferved, and particularly
with the {yftem of the public funds.

But more efpectally, Sirp, fummon
the merchants. Among them are mol
eommonly found probity and abilities.
From them is derived the theory of or-
der; and without order what can be ac-

Cc 2 com=
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complithed ? They are in general men
of moderation, divefted of pomp, and
for that reafon merit preference. Be
perfuaded, Sire, that the moft en-
lightened, the moft wife, and the moft
humane of mankind, would depart from
you wers their reward to confift in the
vain decorations which titles beftow.
Thefe cannot be aecepted without tram-
pling on principles to which men are in-
debted for the glory of having merited
reward; nor without paying with con-
tempt the clafs they honour. The mer-
chant who is worthy of your confidence
will dread making himfelf guilty of fuch
ingratitude toward his equals; and this
1s one of the chara&eriftics by which he
will be diftinguithed. 1In the title of
Lerd Chatham the great Pitt expired;
nor did the Lord ever confole himfelf for
having acted thus traiteroufly toward his
own glory. The férvices of the mer-
chants you may employ, far from multi-
plying, muft deftroy the monftrous in-
equalities which diforganize and deform
your ftates, Thus will men like thefe

find
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find their reward, and not in filly titles, -
or the vain decorations of nobility.

But, Sirg, I have too long intruded
upon the precious moments in which the
{ceptre has fo lately been confided to your
hands. What can I add which your
own refle@tions, increafed by fa&s that
daily muft fall under your notice, will
not convey a thoufand times imore forci-
bly than any words of mine can? Ihave
imagined it might not be wholly fruit-
lefs, to awaken thefe ideas, at the mo~
ment of a change fo new, under a variety
of affairs {fo great, and a multitude of
interefts and intrigues ‘which muft tra-
verfe and combat each other round your
throne, and which may deprive you of
that calm of mind that is neceflary to
abftract and to feleét. Should you, in
any degree, be affeéted by my franknefs,
I dare hope it will not be unpleafantly.
Meditate, Oun, FrEDERIC! on this free,
{incere, but refpeétful remonftrance, and
deign to fay—

« Here I find what no man has in-
¢ formed me of; and perhaps the reverfe

& of
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- ¢ of what I fhall be daily told. The moft
“ courageous prefent truth to kings un-

¢ der a veil ; I here behold her naked.—

« This is more worthy of me than the

¢ venal incenfe of rhymers, with which I
¢ am {uffocated; or academtical pane-
“ gyrics, which affaulted me in the
¢ cradle, and fcarcely will quit me in

¢ the coffin. I was a man before I was
“a king. Wherefore then take offence

¢ at being treated likea man; or becaufe
¢ a ftranger, who afks nothing from me,
¢ and who foon will quit my court, never
“ to behold it more, {peaks to me with-

“ out difguife? He lays before me what

¢ infpection, experience, {tudy, and un-

¢ derftanding have colle¢ted. He gratis
“ zives me that true and liberal advice

¢ of which no man ftands fo much in

“ need as he who is devoted to the

“ public good. Intereft to deceive me

“he has none; his intentions cannot

“be evil.—Let me attentively examine

“ what he has propofed; for the fimple

¢ good {enfe, the native candour of the

“man whofe only employment is the

5 ¢ cultivation
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“ cultivation of reafon, and refleGtion,.
“ may well be of equal value with the
¢ old routine of habit, artifice, forms,
¢ diplomatic chimeras, and the ridicu~
¢ lous dogmas of thofe who are ftatef-
¢ men by trade.”

May the eternal Difpofer of human
events watch over your welfare ; may
your days be beneficent and a&ive ; em-
ployed in thofe confolatory duties which
elevate and fortify the foul; and may
you, till the extremeft old age, enjoy the
pure felicity of having employed your
whole faculties for the profperity of
the people, for whofe happinefs you

are refponfible, for to you their happi-
nefs 1s intrufted !

THE END.
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