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ADVERTISEMENT.

TO prevent all mifapprehenfions : I mean by the So

ciety of Informers and their Associates, the

Authors of thofe Libels, which have been published in

the Evening Advertiser, and likewife the Authors

and Editors of a virulent Pamphlet, called, A De

fence of the Rector and Fellows of Exeter Col

lege.

Oxford, St. Mary-Hal^,

Jan, 23. 1755.

ERRATUM.

Page 23. line 8. for the, read tbey.
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DOCTOR KING'S

APOLOGY:

O R

VINDICATION of HIMSELF &c.

WHEN I communicated to fome of my friends

my delign of offering an Apology to the

public, they endeavoured to diffuade me from

it. They faid, I fhould defcend too low in attempting to

vindicate rnyfelf from the calumnies of a Set of Infor

mers, who, when they fwear, are not believed, and there

fore it is not to be fuppofed, that by their Libels they can

poflibly injure an eftablifhed reputation. I might perhaps

have liftened to this advice, and laid afide all thoughts of

writing my Vindication, if I had not been convinced,

that my Adversaries do not act. entirely from the dic

tates of their own bad hearts, but are encouraged, and

A fupported
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lupported by perfons of rank and fortune, and even by

fome, who are very defirous of being efteemed more jult

and righteous, than other men. By fuch a combination

the meanest people, who might otherwife be fafely deipi-

fed, may become formidable. And who indeed can ra

tionally think himfelf fecure againft the molt vvorthlefs

and contemptible of his enemies, when they are vetted

with credit, and excited by rewards? When Oates made

his first appearance in London in the quality of an apof-

tate Jefuit and Informer, he was contemned, and his pre

tended plot turned into ridicule. But, as foon as he had

found proper patrons, and a certain method of fastening
his dependences, his narrative was considered, as a matter

of the greater!: importance ; and, notwithstanding the in

famy of his chara<£ter and the inconfiflcuey of his. whole

evidence, he was able to deprive many innocent perfons

of their lives and fortunes. Towards the clofe of the last

century two execrable Informers framed an accufation of

high-treafon againft DrSpRAT, the bifliop of Rochester,
and fome Lords of the privy council by flipping a treafon-

able paper into a flower-pot in the chimney of the bifhop's

liall(and from this stratagem our Rag-plot feems to have

been copied) to which place the state-meflengers were di

rected to make the difcovery. Although this villainy was

foon detected, and the innocence of the noble perfons,

who had been accufed, sufficiently cleared ; yet die bifliop
gave
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gave himfelf the trouble to enquire fo minutely concern

ing his accufers, and procured fuch intelligence of all their

former transactions, that he was able to compile an exadt

history of their lives. In this account fuch a feries of

cheats and forgeries is produced, as, I believe, will fcarce

ever be equalled, unlefs by the 'Make-plots and
Infor-

merSj who infeft this place, and feem ambitious of excell

ing, all their predecefTors in the arts of a refined malice,

and in the various methods of applying it. The reader

may be afTured, that I am not a little mortified to find

myfelf obliged to contend with adverfaries of this caft and

complexion. The match is very unequal. I can refcue

my character, but I can make no reprifals by gaining a

victory over thofe, who by a constant habit and courfe of

life are become infenfibte to fhamc and difgrace, and have

no honour or reputation to lofe. However, as our Infor

mers have objected to me feveral facts, inferted in an E-

vening News Paper, (which only subsists by the fcandal

which it fpreads) as Irkewife in a pamphlet called, a De

fence of the Rector and Fellows of Exeter Col

lege, which hath been circulated with great industry not

only by their agents, but alfo by their Patrons ; I think it

incumbent on me to give an anfwer to thofe particular

charges, left I feem to confirm them by my filence, and
furnifh my Enemies with an opportunity of comment

ing triumphantly on their own forgeries.

A 2 But
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But there is another reafon for taking fome notice of

our Informers at this juncture, which, indeed, ought

principally to weigh with me. They have involved the

University in my pretended guilt: the applaufes
beftowed

on me are imputed as high crimes : and the Vice-Chan

cellor hath been reviled, becaufe he was pleafed to make

me a compliment, when he entered upon the fecond year

of his office. In truth, this excellent and learned Magis

trate hath been treated with fuch infolence and inhu

manity, as have justly raifed the indignation of all thofe

worthy men, who have a deference for our constitution,

and are fenfible, that the peace and difcipline of this place

cannot be preferved, if we fuffer our Governour to be

libelled with impunity. And, yet if we were to punifli

thefe JliiRELLERs according to our statutes, they would im

mediately cry out, Perfecution ! And, as the times are, I

am in fome doubt, whether the marks of infamy, fixed

on them here, might not be confidered as marks of ho

nour in another place. I have faid before, that our In

formers have their auxiliaries, and know where to ad-

drefs themfelves, when they want any countenance or sup
port. We need not be told, that the ancient enemies of

the University, DifXenters of all denominations, and

both the ancient and modern enemies of Christianity are

their fast and faithful friends. But their chief refuge at

prefent,
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prefent, and the Patrons, on whom they principally de

pend, are thofe worthies, who are diftinguifhed by the

appellation of Deserters: Who with regard to us strict

ly pradtife the Italian maxim, and never forgive thofe per

fons, whom they have injured. We are therefore the con

stant topics of their angry declamations : They preach

vengeance against us in all places : and they denounce us,

as feditious and difaffected, becaufe we cannot fafhion,

and accommodate our morals to every new fyftem of po

litics, which they think proper to take up. For, if their

turn can be ferved, they are not afhamed to purfue the

very fame meafures to day, which they condemned yester

day, and groflly flatter thofe great perfonages, whom very

lately they as groflly abufed. These are the Men, who,

having been true to no party, arc, notwithstanding any
ac-

cefTion of wealth, grandeur, or power, hated by all. And

this public hatred, which they have thus drawn on them-

felves, imbitters all their new acquisitions, and hangs like

the point of a fword juft over their heads, during all their

entertainments. By this means their temper becomes four-

ed against every thing, that is good and laudable. . Every
man of probity and honour is their enVy and aversion :

And all communities, which are not to be influenced by
their counfels, and are free from the general contagion,

are the objects of their fury and revenge. These are the

Men, from whom our Reverend Informers are con

tent
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tent to receive their principles: whofe paflions they study,

and adopt ; whofe commands they implicitly obey ; and

confequently are fo abandoned, as to difhonour, and dif-

turb the University by every kind of outrage, which

may ferve the little purpofes of their own ambition, or

promote the caufe of corruption. If I were to finish the

chara&er of these Men, I fhould be obliged to instance

many other particulars. But this would draw me too far

out of my way. Therefore I return to what immediately
concerns myfelf.

The whole Charge brought against me by the So

ciety of Informers, after I have been at the pains to

strip off the fcurrilities, with which I found it very plen

tifully adorned, confifbs of the fallowing particulars :

I. It is objected to me, That I am an Irishman.

II. That twenty years ago I received, fifteen hun

dred Pounds or Guineas, as fubfeript/ons for a

book or books, which I have not yet publified ; And

allowing 5 per Cent, for this fum, it is now doubled,
and amounts in the whole to three thousand

Guineas ; of which I have defrauded my jubferibers.

III. That I write the London Evening Post.

IV. That
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IV- That I wrote a book in Queen AnneV reign, inti

tuled. Political Considerations, publijhed in the

year 1710, and dedicated to the Duke ofBeaufort:

In which book there is false English.

V. That I offered myfelf to fale both in England and

Ireland ; but was not found worth the purchafe.

VI. That I am the author of a book publijhed lafl winter

called the Dreamer.

All thefe Articles are extracted from the Society's

Evening News Papers (of which their dignified

Chief hath the direction) and the two last Articles are

repeated in their pamphlet, called a Deffnce of the Rec

tor and Fellows of Exeter College, and enforced

with great vehemence and in the ufual style of their

House. There is likewife contained in the fame pamphlet

a general charge, That I have libelled all ranks and orders

of men both in church andfate, even from him, that ftteth

on the throne, to the lowejl of his people. To thefe feveral

Accusations I will now make a distinct, and, I hope,
a satisfactory anfwer.

The First Assertion of the Informers, That I am

an Irishman, is a notorious Falsehood. I was born in

Middle-
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Middlesex of English parents, and of as good a fami

ly, as any in that county. And what I value myfelf up

on much more, than upon my family, I have hitherto

preferved an invariable affection for the place of my birth,

and have firmly and steadily adhered to our excellent con

stitution in church and state ; notwithstanding all, that

hath been affirmed to the contrary in the Society's libels,

But now give me leave to suppose I had been born

and educated in Ireland : Would any man of common

humanity, or common fenfe impute this to me, as a crime ?

Or by what logic (except fuch as may probably be taught

within the walls of our Informers) could fuch a circum

stance reflect on me the least difgrace ? Perhaps, at this

juncture, I fhould efteem it an honour to owe my birth

to a country, where the Spirit of liberty and the amor pa-

trice fo visibly
prevail againft the force and power of cor

ruption, and where
patriotifm is not to be put out of coun

tenance by the farcaftical jests of a court-fycophant, or to

be fubdued by the iron-hand of a great minister. Befldes

I have lived long enough in the world to difcern the folly
and injustice of all national prejudices, and to be convin

ced, that virtues and vices are not the growth of any par

ticular foil or climate. I have the pleasure to be acquaint

ed with many Irish Gentlemen (I beg the reader's pa

tience and his pardon, if he fhould think this a digreflion)
who
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who are well bred and elegant fcholars ; and whofe good

nature, wit and good fenfe render their converfation very

agreeable and instructive. And, indeed, as to the liberal

arts and fciences the Irish nation is in no refpect inferior

to ours, witnefs the immortal works of the late Dean of

St. Patrick's, of whom Cardinal Polignac, who was

himfelf one of the politest fcholars in Europe, faid to me,

II a l'esprit createur ; an elogy, in my judgment,

preferable to all the monumental infcriptions in West

minster Abbey. Further: the Irish Gentlemen are as

eminent for their military, as for their civil accomplish

ments, and their courage hath never been difputed. 'Tis

well known, that the Duke ofMarlborough placed his

chief confidence in the fkill and intrepidity of his Irish

officers : And the Irish Brigade, now in the fervice of

France, is allowed by the French Generals to be the

choicest body of their troops : a distinction, which they

have well deferved on all public occasions. By the way

I find myfelf at this instant fo charitably difpofed, as to

advife the chief Director of the Society to avoid for

the future all national reflections. The Irish Gentlemen

are very apt to refent injuries of this kind : And if any of

them fhould happen to obferve his Canonical Reve

rence, when he is in the height of his fury, and is throw

ing his fcurrilities round about, without refpect of place

or perfons, they may fhew as little regard to the facred

B character,
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charader,
which he hath

*

usurped, as he fhews to it
him-

felf, and take the liberty of correcting him in the fame

manner, as they would correct an impudent and abusive

chairman or porter. I could fay much more to the ad

vantage of the Irish nation, if I were not unwilling, for

the honour of my own Country, to afford an occasion to

foreigners of making odious comparifons. I confefs, there

are-

many very bad men to be found among the common

people of Ireland : And the fame thing may be objected

to all the nations in Europe. The lower clafs of people

in England is eminently wicked:
And I am forry to fay,

that we abound at prefent with a fpecies of criminals, un

known to our ancestors, and the better ages of the world,

Parricides and Informers.

The second Fact charged upon me by the Infor

mers is, That twenty years ago I received fifteen hun

dred Guineas, as fubfcriptions for a work, which I have

notyet publijhed : And to fhew themfelves powerful advo

cates against me, and to strengthen their charge, they

*
By what means did this man procure holy orders ? He was re-

fufed ( or would have been refufed, if he had applied for it ) a Testi
monial or Certificate of his good behaviour by the Governors of the

College, where he had been educated, and who were beft acquainted

with his life and converfation. May we not therefore be allowed to

fay, That he is one of thofe Shepherds, Who entred not by the door

into the Sheepfold, but climbed up fome other way ?

have
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have made the fifteen hundred Guineas amount to

three thousand by adding twenty years interejl. And

of this fum, according to their calculation, and as I stand

accountable in the Society's books, I have wronged, or

robbed my fubfcribers. But it happens to the confusion

of my Enemies (if any thing can happen to their confu

sion) that this Accusation is, like the former, a most

bafe and impudent Falsehood, and a singular proof both

of their rancour and folly. The truth is this. Seven or

eight years ago I advertifed my friends, That I intended

to publifh my Latin works in two volumes in Quarto,

and deiired, that thofe Gentlemen, who were inclined to

purchafe the books, would be pleafed to leave, or fend

their names to the Coco Tree in Pall Mall. I fixed

the price at two guineas, to be paid when the Books

were delivered. In a fhort time, with the names left

at the Coco Tree, and others fent to me, I had about

450 fubfcribers, when I clofed my fubfcription ; having
determined from the beginning to print no more, than

500 books in that form. According to my propofals I

neither required, nor received any part of the fubfcription

money from any one of my fubfcribers,
tho'

many of them

were fo kind, as to offer me the whole. Why I depart

ed, on this occasion, from the usual method, and refilled

to take any money, until the books fhould be publifhed,

and delivered to the fubfcribers, the reafbn is obvious. I

B 2 would
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would not oblige myfelf to fix a certain time for the pub

lication, but be left to my own liberty and leisure. I

might perhaps be of opinion, that one time might
be more

feafonable, than another. I might likewife imagine, that

in the interim fome new matter might be offered to my

consideration, and claim a place in one of my
volumes.

This hath just now happened. For the Society of In

formers lately erected here, efpecially, as I intimated be

fore, if we consider their foreign connexions, their Pa

trons and Associates, is a very proper Subject for fa-

tire ; and deferves the animadversion of every man, who

is able to retaliate on fuch licentious fcriblers, and retains

a regard for the place of his education.

But now supposing, I had received the fum, which

the Informers have charged to my account, as fubfcrip-

tion money, had I done any thing more, than what hath

often been pradifed in this country ? And, if I were in

clined to recriminate on this occasion, I could name fome

perfons, for whom the Society profeffeth the greatest ef-

teem, as guilty of the measure (for I will not call it by a

coarfer name) which is fo unjustly imputed to me. In

truth, as no body hath Suffered by the delay of publica

tion, except the author, who hath been for fome years

out of pocket in a large fum for paper, print, copper

plates &c, fo nobody hath any right, or reafon to com

plain.
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plain. I have often considered with myfelf, what fhould

induce my Adversaries to publifh this bold aslertion,

which could immediately have been difproved by more

than 400 witnefTes. I cannot otherwife account for it,

than by concluding, they have studied with application

the art of political Pseudology, fince they feem to

govern their judgment and conduct by the maxims laid

down in that celebrated difcourfe : Wherein the author

demonstrates, that a defamatory tale, if it be fo difcreetly
invented, as to obtain a general belief only for one day,

may be improved to a good ufe by a crafty Informer.

But, how our Reverend Informers are able to recon

cile the profeflion of Pseudology with another profeflion,

which they have been permitted to affume, and which

plainly enjoins a very contrary pra&ice, I must own my

felf incapable of explaining.

I come now to the third Article of my accufation

(that I write the London Evening Post) wherein my

Adversaries, contrary to their intention, have afligned

me a greater fhare of merit, than I can claim. For many

elfays, letters, and political paragraphs in that News Pa

per are the productions of an excellent wit, and full of

good fenfe ; and prove the author to be well fkilled in all

the branches of our trade and commerce, and to have -ac

quired a perfect knowledge of the English constitution.

And
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And fome of thofe papers are written with fo much force,

and with fuch a power of persuasion, that, notwithstand

ing the great want of public fpirit, the general indolence

and corrupt state of the country, they have fuddenly
rou-

fed the people to a fenfe of their duty and their danger,

and have defeated many pernicious and destructive fchemes.

At the fame time they have been of no fmall fervice to

the ministers of state, who by this canal have frequently
received a very feafonable intelligence, and, on many cri

tical occasions, have been made acquainted with the fenfe

of the nation, which perhaps they could not (6 imme

diately have difcovered. For my part, considering the

controverfy, in which I am at prefent engaged, I return

my hearty thanks to that ingenious perfon, who detected

the correfpondence between Oatks and his Successor,
and printed their letters in this Evening Paper. And I am

fure, the Inhabitants of Windsor ought particularly to

make their acknowledgments to him, fince he hath fully
opened the wicked designs of that evil Spirit, who hath

been Suffered to come among them, and to put on the

form and habit of a man of God. As I have not the va

nity to arrogate the labours of another man's pen, I there

fore think myfelf bound to declare, that I have no con

cern in the London Evening Post. And I do not re

member, that any thing written by me hath, for fome

years past, been printed in that paper, except the follow-

in2
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ing fhort Epigram, of which a friend having prevailed on

me to give him a copy, thought proper to fend it to the

prefs.

From felling bad ale, which he found a poor trade,

Oates the second Inform d, and a Canon was made.

But to fhew his new art, his Reverence now brags,
He will pick out Lawn-sleeves from an heap of old

Rags.

This little piece of raillery, might furely be forgiven me

even by the Informers themfelves, fince it is the only

method I have hitherto taken to revenge myfelf on their

Chief, after having been libelled by him 2 or 3 times a

week for fix or feven months together, and loaded with

all the fcurrilities, which his; own genius could Suggest, or

with which the afliftance and converfation of the Reve

rend Editors of the Defence could fupply him.

The fourth Crime, charged on me by the Society,
feems rather designed to provoke my laughter, than to

raife my fpleen.. And, indeed, I could make myfelf very

merry with it, if I had not determined to be ferious,
■

and

to keep my countenance thorough this whole difcourfe.

The Reverend Informers, after various consultations,

refolved to leflen the reputation, which I had acquired, as

an author. They had inadvertently acknowledged, that

I could
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I could write good Latin. This was an imprudent con-

ceflion. And therefore it was judged neceffary to take off

from it by a counterpoife, and by proving, that I could

not write good EngliJJj. This was an undertaking worthy

of the Grand Informer: Which, however, he accom-

plifhed without much difficulty. He had found, it feems,

upon a stall in London, a book, intituled, Political

Considerations, publifhed in the year 1710, and dedi

cated to the Duke of Beaufort. The author of this

book was one Doctor King: And in this book there is

falfe EngliJJj : Therefore Doeror King the present

Principal of *St. Mary Hall writes falfe EngUfo. Is

there not fome analogy between this argument and a

new manner of reafoning, which my Adversaries have

lately introduced to prove thcmfelves good Christians ;

* The Grand Informer generally diftinguifhes this place by the

title of Aula Libertatis, or, Liberty Hall. Whether this be

his own, or the invention of fome other Genius of the Society, he

feems to be extreamly pleafed with it. And I frankly confefs, I am as

much delighted with it, as his Reverence. I efteem it a molt glorious

title, and I heartily wifh, it were confirmed to us by a proper autho

rity. If I might be allowed an option (I hope my Roman Catholic

friends will excufe the freedom of the expremon) I ihould be very

willing to change one Saint for the other.

Under this title ofAul^e Libertatis Principalis the fame In

former hath befpattered me in fome doggrel verfes ; in which, ac

cording to his manner, there is not a line of truth, or ferve. So that I

can now honeftly boaft, that I have been libelled by the ^w//, and

celebrated by the bejl poet in England. b;e the Triumph of Lis.

That
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That once "upon a time a certain man, who lived in the

houfe, where fome of our Informers are now fed, wrote

a treatife in defence of Christianity ? I wonder, when the

dignified Chief went fo far back as 44. years to convict

me of this tranfgreflion, that he did not add 10 or 12

years more to the account, and Hep out of Queen Anne's

reign into-King William's, when he would have found

me at fchool, and might have truly affirmed, without a

voucher in his hand to prove the charge, that I frequent

ly wrote falfe Latin. This would be dealing more honest

ly with me, than to make me the author of a book,

which I
have"

never feen, nor ever heard of, till this In

former accufed me of writing it. But falfe accufers are

fometimes caught in their own traps, and an innocent

man
hath-

often been acquitted by the t>lunders of the evi

dence, which hath been produced to convict him. Thus,

to prove me the author of the Political Considera

tions, the Informer hath mentioned a circumstance,

which demonstrates, that I was not the author. For this

book was publifhed by a Doctor King in the year 17 10:

But I was not a Doctor King till five years after that

date, as appears by the University Register. I have

dwelt the longer on this filly tale, becaufe it ferves to

fhew, as well as an heavier accusation, the stretch of this

Informer's malice, who hath gone back near half a cen

tury in fearch of fome little incident in my life, which

C might
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might furnifh him with a pretence to reproach me, as an

ignorant writer: And, when he could not find any thing

for his purpofe, he invented a very
foolifh and ridiculous

charge ; which, if it were true, would at this time little

affect my character, and besides he would be the unfitteft

man living to make it. For in fo many
reams of flander,

which he hath compiled during the last feven or eight

months, in defiance of truth, confcience and common

fenfe, it would be difficult to pick out a fingle page, that

is not very defective in style and grammar: And the

News-Paper, of which he hath the direction, is univer-

fally allowed to be the molt wretched performance, that

ever was printed in this country *.

I wilL here take an opportunity of acquainting my

readers, that it hath been the custom of the Society to

impute to me the works of other writers, fuch efpecially,

as might afford any plausible reafon for
a fcurrilous anfwer.

Thus about two years fince, during the warm canvafs in

Oxfordshire, a poem was publifhed, called Threnodia

8cc. of which I neither writ a line, nor have I any know

ledge of the author j for which, however, I was libelled

* What opinion muft we entertain of the Booksellers concerned

in this Paper, who have made choice of a public Informer for their

Author, and pet-final flander for the fubjeft of their Paper ?

in
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in Jackson's Journal i And fome of the Society had

the- impudence publickly to affirm, that they knew me to

be the author of this piece. I further declare, that,
in conformity to the principles, which I always profeffed,

I most heartily wifhed fuccefs to the Old Interest, yet

I never employed my pen in favour of that caufe, until!

I had been provoked by the most opprobrious language

and many infamous attempts of our Informers, to ani

madvert on their behaviour. So that I have this advan

tage over my Adversaries, that I can always plead in

my justification : They have made the first attack ;

which, indeed, is generally the plea of virtue againft vice,

and truth against falfehood.

^The n-Ext- pretended Fact, That 1 offered myfelf

to fate both in England and Ireland, hath been urged

against me with a particular mahgnityj and repeated fo

often in the Society's Evening Paper, and now at last

inferred in the Defence, that Tarn in fome doubt, whe

ther my Accusers themfelves do not believe it to be true.

They are fruitful geniufles, and are often hurried fo far

by the fire and force of their imagination, that their me

mory may not always ferve them todiftinguifh with that

nicety, which is requisite, between the tales and calum

nies, they have invented, and thofe, which they have

heard from others. But without enquiring, whether mis

' C 2 part
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part of the Charge against me is to be afcribed to an

evil memory, or an evil confcience, It is as false and

scandalous, as any of the former articles,
of which my

Adversaries have accufed me. By offering myfelf to
fale

both in England and Ireland, I fuppofe, is to be under

stood an attempt, or endeavour to procure formyfelfa place,

or pension, or fome preferment either ecclesiastical, or ci

vil. For by a new kind of logic, framed by the iniquity
of the times, to fell onesfelf, or to be a placeman, or

pen-

Jioner are become fynonimous terms. This, at least, is

the notion and practice of my Adversaries ; and is cer

tainly well exemplified in their Chief, who hath entitled

himfelf to the dignity, which he posteffes, by having ad

vanced fome paces beyond all the reft of the Band. For

he hath fold himfelf body and foul : To whom,
tho'

his

contract, as it is a work of darknefs, may not easily be

proved, yet his acts, his libels, and above all his late cor

respondence, which are visible to all the world, sufficient

ly teftifie. But, more particularly to vindicate myfelf from

this aiperfion, I declare, That, at no time of my life, ei

ther in England, or Ireland, either from the prefent, or

any former government, have I afked, or endeavoured by
any rrieans to obtain a place, pension, or employment of

any kind. In the four last years of Queen Anne's reign,

when I was a young man, and lived much in the world,

and could not be wholly free from ambition; when like-

wife
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wife,my family and my friends had an interest in the mi

nistry, and offered me all their assistance, I abfolutely de

clined it. There hath fince happened another remarkable

<mz, when fome perfons of distinction, to whom I had

the honour to be well known, went into place and power.

In this number was a noble Lord, one of the brightest or

naments of our country, who, by virtue of his high office,

had many beneficial employments at his own difpofal. As

I had always been received by this excellent man with

great marks of esteem, I have the vanity to believe, that

if I had requested any thing from him, which was proper

for me and fuitable to my education, I fhould not have

been refufed a fhare in his favours. However, I never

made any application to him on this account :
Tho'

I

would rather be obliged to his generosity, than to the

bounty and patronage of any other minister. For there is

a peculiar politenefs and humanity, which accompany all

his a&ions ; and his gifts are doubled by his manner of

bestowing them. It may here perhaps be enquired, why

I would neglect fuch fair opportunities, as feem c to have

been offered me, of rifing a degree higher in. the world.

I could afTign many reafons for my conduct: But one

anfwer I have always ready. I inherited a patrimony,

which I found sufficient to supply all my wants, and to

leave me at liberty to pursue thofe liberal studies, which

afforded me the most folid pleasures in my youth, and are

the
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the delight and enjoyment of my old age; Befides I al

ways conceived a fecret horror of a state of fervility and

dependence : And I never yet faw a place-man, or a
cour->

tier, whether in an higher, or a lower clafs, whether a

priest, or a lay-man, who was his own master. To this

observation let me add, what I intimated above, that who

ever, and of what quality, or
condition fbever, whether a

peer, or a commoner, a citizen, or a country gentleman,

hath renounced his party and former connexions to obtain

new honours, or a lucrative office, or employment, he hath

ever afterwards, and in all places, been treated with dif-

tinguifhing marks of contempt. So that his preferment

hath feemed to me, and I believe hath been frequentlv

thought by himfelf, the fevereft stroke, or misfortune of his

life. This is an undeniable truth, and this consideration,

if there had been no other impediment, would have de-:

terred me from deferting my old principles and my old

friends. It is certain, if I ever propofed to be a candidate

for court-preferment, I was ill instructed in my first fet-

ting out, and neglected a very neceffary preparative, Ab

Jove principium : For, in the courfe of a long life, I ne

ver was once at court either in England, or Ireland :

Altho'

the road, which leads thither, is fo beaten and fo

broad, that I could not mistake my wav, or turn out of

it, unlefs by defign.

Bu



[ 23 ]

But supposing after all, that at fome time of my life,
I had indulged myfelf in thefe ambitious-views, which the

Informers have imputed to me, as the highest crime ;

or, to -ufe- their own terms, that I had offered myfelf to

fale ; could not I juflifle my conduct by the example of

my superiors, and by fome among them, who are the pro-

fesled Patrons of my Adversaries, and the Idols,

which the worfhip? Suppose likewife I had been rejected

for want of merit, as in the Defence is asTerted (and 'tis

most certain I must have been rejected, if my merit and

qualifications were to have been measured by the fame

standard, which hath recommended the Society to grace

and favour) in that cafe fhould not I deferve rather to be

pitiedi than reproached, as being a sufferer in common

with many other wretched mortals, who were likewife

found not worth the purchafe, and therefore, after a long
and clofe attendance and a thousand promifes, have been

fatally difappointed ?
"

For it mult be confeffed, that even

in this corrupt age, there are few Seekers, however they

may be urged by their ambition, or their poverty, who

can prevail on themfelves to advance into the like

common fharpers, With a refolutioh to play the whole

game ; and when all other stratagems fail, to practice the

arts, and claim the merit and the pay of Informers.

I p RO-
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I proceed now to consider the last Article exhibited

against me by the Reverend Informers. And this part

of their Charge hath likewife been judged fo important,

that, it hath frequently been mentioned in their

News-Paper with all pofftble aggravations, yet they have

now thought proper to transfer it, as well as the preceding

Article, into the Defence. The Accusation is this.

I am feverely reproached with having written a book, pub

lished laft winter, intitled, the
*

Dreamer; my

Adversaries have no certain knowledge of the matter,

nor have any right to affign me, as the author of this

work. But the reader is by this time perfectly well ac

quainted with their manner of treating me, and hath ob-

ferved, how they caufe me to be born, and bred in any

country they pleafe, and make me act, or write vvhatfo-

ever they pleafe, and whenfoever, laft week, or laft win

ter, or forty years ago; provided they may be able to infer

fomething, from their forgeries, which may leflen and dif-

* The Grand Informer, in one of the Society's Evening Pa

pers, afTures the public, that this Book is in verv few hands, and that

the Bookfeller to puff it off hath printed a new title page, calling it the

Second Edition. Enquiring of the Bookfeller I find, that both thefe

allegations areja/je. I mention them for no other reafon, than to Shew,
that this man cannot perfuade himfelf to fpeak truth in matters of no

moment, and when the truth perhaps would better ferve his purpofe.

parage
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parage my morals, or my learning. Now, as to an open

acknowledgment, whether I am, or am not the author of

this- book, I do not conceive, it is of any concernment to

the -reader, or of any confequence to my own vindication ;

nor do I believe the equity and candor of the public will

expedl it from me. It will be sufficient, if I can free the

:Dr;eamer from all unjust and malicious imputations : And

this, I- think, may be effeded in a fmall compafs. For

all the cenfures and farcafms (as far as I have been able to

collect them.) which have hitherto been paffed on this

work, are formed by tacking fome foul epithet, or appel

lation to the title; as a filthy Dreamer, an obscene

Dreamer, an impudent Dreamer, a Dreamer of

Dreams &c, and then, by glancing a few dark innuendos,

the-whole. is anathematifed by the Society, and the fen-

tence (after their Scribe hath embellifhed it with a por

tion of thofe flowers, of which he is never destitute) or

dered to be inferted among the Acta Delatdrum, and

to be published in the Defence, and in all other notable

productions of their House. I fhall not here examine,

whether the Dreamer be a real fatire against popery and

the corruptions of the Court of Rome, as the key and ex^-

planatory remarks, printed at the end of the book, fully
declare, to the entire satisfaction of many judicious readers,
and good proteftants: (And by the way I am much furr

prifed, that our Informers, who are continually
declaim-

D ing
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ing againft popery and papists, fhould condemn a work

of this nature, unlefs fome Members of the Society are

popifh priests in difguife, which is not improbable) Nei

ther will it be neceffary to enter on a particular djfcufHon

of the various matters contained in this difcourfe. All I

fhall endeavour at prefent will be to give a general, but a

very just, character of the performance by affirming, that

there are not maintained in it any principles, which have

not always been profeffed, and avowed by all men of

truth, honour and integrity. The focial virtues and the

love of our country are every where inculcated, the study

and patronage of the liberal arts strongly recommended,

and the great advantages of temperance and fobriety de

monstrated, and impreffed on us. The abufes and quack

ery (for there are quacks in law and divinity, as well as in

phyfic) which deform the liberal profefsions are raillied,

and expofed. But the fatire afterwards becomes more ge

neral, and feems to be levelled againft the reigning vices

and corruptions of the age, bribery and infidelity, pride

and cruelty, ambition and avarice. Let me add, that the

whole work is written with decency and good manners ;

and there is not one fentiment, or expreflion, which can

possibly give offence to any perfon, who is a friend to vir

tue and his country. This is a summary defcription of

the Dreamer; and this, I am confident, will be affent-

ed to, and allowed by all men of taste and judgment, and

by
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by every impartial and intelligent reader. 'Tis no wonder

therefore, that our Reverend Informers fhould revile

fuch an author. For it could not but provoke their dull

malice to obferve, how he hath diftinguifhed betwixt truth

and falfehood ; -how he hath condemned apoftacy and
op-

preflion ;
v- how warmly he hath efpoufed the caufe of li

berty, .and recommended peace and concord, and in times

of danger, courage and constancy to every Houfe of found

learning. Add to this the Dreamers continued inventive

againft perfdy and corruption, the two great principles, by
which the Society expects to thrive. The perfecution of

this author by the Band of Informers puts me in mind

of a remarkable paflage in Ammianus JVLarcellinus ;

wherein he gives an account of a certain court-parasite, a

P^rfdn, called Mehcurius, who lived, in the reign- oTthe

Emperor Constantius, and made it his whole bufxnefs

to inform againft thofe, who related their Dreams ; to

which he gave fiich a turn and malignant interpretation,
as to make every Dre am he heard, a capital offence and

a crime againft the Hate. My Adversaries, that they

may not appear to be unacquainted with any branch of

the Ineormer's trade, feem very well difpofed to imitate

the Perfan\ example. But, as they dare not falfifle the

Dreamer's text, and as it requires no ordinary fkill in

Mythology and the ancient ClafTics to explain the obfcUre

part of his fable, they have difcreetly refolved to anfwer

D 3 the
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the book by abusing the author. There is one part, how

ever, which they fully comprehend, and are therefore bet

ter able to expound, than more learned clerks; I mean
the

new fyftem, which the Dreamer hath advanced in his

account of the Onocentaurs ; That there are many hu

man figures, which are animated by the fouls of
brutes.

For this fyftem cannot by any
philofophical deduction be

fo clearly evinced, and illustrated, as by the belluine lan

guage, the manners and the actions of Spies and
Ineor-

mers.

Nee Bellua tetrior ulla,

^uam Delatoris rabies in magna furentis

Nomina.

Before I fmifh my apology for this author, it will

not be amifs to obferve, that the Editors of the Defence

have thought fit, as a matter not unfuitable to their priest

ly office, to defcribe the Dreamer in the language of the

Holy Scriptures. I will take the fame liberty in my turn,

and recommend to their ferious consideration a Text,
wherein mention is made of a very foul and abominable

Projiitution, which if it were added to the other impuri

ties and natural malice of a modern Informer, would

compleat a character still more infamous, than any, which

hath yet been produced, or perhaps is extant in the En-

glijb
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glijh Annals. My Houfepall be called the Houfe ofpray

er, but ye have made it a Den Thieves.

.
I have now gone

thro'

all the particular matters,

which have been charged on me ; and every reader can-

determine, what credit is to be given to the aslertions of

my Adversaries. I have often wondered, fince they

were refolved to defame me in fuch a public manner, and

were only guided by their own invention, that they did

not invent fome crimes of a very heinous nature. For the

whole, which hath hitherto been objected, if it were true,

would not be enough for their purpofe. And even in that

cafe, I fhould think myfelf a better and an honefter man,

than the belt and the greatest of their friends and patrons.

Indeed, towards the end of their work the Informers

themfelves feemed to be fenfible of the defect and insuffi

ciency of all their particular forgeries; and therefore, in

the clofe of the Defence, they have thrown in a general-

accufation with a terrible fting in the middle of it, That

I have libelled all ranks and orders of men both in church

and fate, even from him that ftteth on the- throne, to the

lowefl of his people. Such an horrid expreffion no other

perfons, except publics Informers, would dare to ufe.

And I am fure no other perfons, except the mofLwicked

of the Society, would impute to me, as I have before

complained, fuch books and pamphlets, as they think fit ;

and
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and then expound them in fuch a manner, as to bring me

to the very
verge of high-treafon ; in this instance nearly

refcmbling
thofe favage and inhuman robbers, who when

they have stabbed a man in two or three places, and per

ceive, they have not killed him, refolve to make fhort

and fure work, by fhooting him
thro'

the head. And,

indeed, if I had ever converfed with any Members of the

Society (which difgrace and misfortune, I thank God, I

have hitherto efcaped) I am now convinced, they would

have picked out of theirMagazine, from whence the Rag-

plot was produced, fome of the blackest treafonable
expref-

fions, and have charged me with them : And I might

probably have been born down, and crufhed by the weight

of their evidence. But now, as to this loofe and general ac-

cufation, in which my Adversaries have charged me

with they don't know what, nor when, nor where ; I may
be allowed to treat it with great contempt, and be affu-

red, that no man of fenfe and candor will lay anv ftrefs

upon it. However, that I may not be thought to leave

any thing unanswered, I will take fo much notice of this

imputation, as to affirm, that it is of the fame kind with

all the reft, a malicious Falsehood. I defy the most

rancorous of the Informers to prove, that I have ever

made fo near an approach to the manners of their Socie

ty, as, in any part of my writings, to have defamed, or
infulted one worthy man. I have, indeed, fometimes ufed

the
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the priviledge of a free-born fubject to animadvert with an

honest zeal on the degeneracy of our morals, the debase

ment of the Englifh spirit, and that universal venality and

depravation,, which are acknowledged by all parties. But,

whenever I have mentioned the artifices and opprellions

of a great minister, the avarice and hypocrify of a great

priest, or the ambition and apoftacy of a pretended patriot,

I have always introduced feigned names, or the names of

perfons long fince dead, and have generally confined my

felf to fome ancient piece of History or Poetical fable. So

that 'tis apparent, my defign hath been to inveigh rather

against the vices, than the men.

In fome extraordinary fits of good nature, I have been

inclined to attribute this part of the Society's accufation

not altogether to their hatred and vindictive temper, but

partly to another caufe. I have generally wrote in Latin ;

and I have reafon to doubt, whether my Adversaries

have fuch a competent fkill in that language, as to be al

ways able to comprehend my meaning, or toTorm a cri

tical and exact judgment of any performance, which I

have publifhed either in profe, or verfe. This
cannot"

be

thought an unjust cenfure, fince they themfelves have been

modest enough to acknowledge in the Defence, that they

could, not carry off whole fentences of the Vice-Chancel

s Speech, or give a minute account ofit% becaufe they

were
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were obliged to reprefent it in a language different from

what it was fpoken in : that is, that they could not repre

fent it in Englijh, becaufe it was fpoken in Latin. The

Prefentation-Speech, which I fpoke in the Theatre on the

laft Commemoration, at which the Informers pretend to

take great offence, they have wholly mifreprefented, and

where they have ventured upon a quotation, have mifquo-

ted, as in the Defence, Imperio Vice-Cancellarii, which

is their Latin, and not mine. In the clofe of this Speech

I made a compliment to the Ladies, who were prefent,

which I concluded with the following addrefs, or exhor

tation : Addam tria verba, qua vos, leSiiffimce matronce,

vos, cafiffimce puellce, fgite in mentibus, habete in annu-

lis, acu pingite in vefibus : Qu icu nqu e s e i p s um v e n -

DIT, IS hercle certe haud dubitabit uxorem, et

filiam vendere. This was received with a fhout of ap-

plaufe ; of which I took the advantage, and proceeded in

this manner : Plaufum hunc, Academici, accipio in omen

bona prcenuntians, faltem nos commonefaciens officii & vir

tue's noflrce, utque caveamus &c. How do you think the

Informers interpreted this expreflion ? They faid, that

I was fo indifcreet, as to pronounce the applaufe, which

was befowed on me, to be a bad Omen. They alledged

further, That from the beginning to the end ofmy Speech I

abufed Exeter College. This is
notorioufly falfe ; and

may be added to the catalogue of their other forgeries ;

unlefs
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unlets we are charitable enough to impute this accufation

likewife to their incapacity, or want of a quick apprehen-

Jion. 'Tis true, two or three days after my Speech in the

Theatre, when I prefented fome Gentlemen to their De

grees in the Convocation Houfe, I faid among other things,

We can never be difejleemed by the Jound part of the
Na-*

tion, or by any Body of unprejudiced and worthy men,
un-

lefs we violate our fatutes, and depart from thofe good rules

and difcipline, which we have hitherto maintained : I add

ed, nif nos facimus cedes nofras, ubi ingenuce artes florere

debent, Ambubaiarum & Bacchantium collegia. This

is the only expreflion, with which I have ever heard my

felf charged, as an oblique reproach, or reflexion on the

manners and behaviour of the Fellows of Exeter; with

what propriety, the Reverend Editors of the Defence

can best tell.

But, my Adversaries are not great Clerks,

yet they have had fagacity enough to difcover, that I have

fometimes complained with a little warmth (and this is

the chief caufe of their refentment, and of the torrent of

Billingjgate poured out against me) of the encouragement

given to Informers ; whom I have properly defcribed,
as the peft of fociety, and the difgrace of government : and

as fuch they are reprefented in the histories of all ages and

nations. Tacitus always mentions them, as a public
nu-

E fance,
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fance, and with the utmost abhorrence and detestation :

and in that character, which I have chofen for the motto

of my title page, he pronounces them, to be a race of
people

bom for the defruSlion ofmankind. In truth, no virtue is

a protection againft thefe mercilefs detractors ; and if they

happen to accufe one guilty man, they are fure to involve

twenty innocent perfons in his crimes, and in his ruin. I

am convinced, that a Great Spirit would difdain to em

ploy fuch instruments on any occasion : And I remember

a Secretary of State, a Gentleman fignal for his abilities in

his office, and esteemed by all parties for his civil accom-

plifhments, who would never Suffer one of thefe fellows

to come into his prefence : Or, if any of the most impu

dent among them (fuch as the Chief of our Informers,
whom he would have thought a fitter perfon to fill a cen-

try box, than a canons stall) got accefs to him by fur-

prife, or by any falfe pretences, he turned from them with

contempt and indignation, as foon as they began their

tale. A pretended affection and zeal for the government

would not have engaged his patronage, or attention : He

knew, that bad men, efpecially bad Priests, can never

be good fubje&s : And he would not have endured to hear

an Upstart boaft of his loyalty, who had not one grain

of truth, or honour in his composition. This Noblenefs of

Spirit, it must be confeffed, is very rare : But, wherever it
is found, whether in a Sovereign Prince, or in any of his

ministers,
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ministers, it forms the most amiable and most fplendid

part of their character. Trajan was particularly celebra

ted, and diftinguifhed on this account by his excellent

Panegyrist ; who tells the Emperor, that amongst all the

illustrious acts of his reign, there was not one more accep

table to the people, or more worthy of himfelf, than the

punifhment, to which he had fentenced Informers. How

well they deferved the punifhment inflicted on them, we

may learn, if we look into the government of Rome under

Trajan's predeceflbrs. What an havock and destruction

was then made by this detestable band of Ruffians ? Some

times they were employed as public accufers, fometimes

as fecret poifbners, and frequently ufed for the fame pur-

pofe, for which the modern Italians hire their Bravost
without fufhciendy reflecting on their own danger. For

it is not in the nature of an Informer to be grateful, or

faithful to any party, or any perfbn, however liberally he

may have been rewarded : The bafenefs of his heart is e-

qual to the mean fupplenefs of his spirit; and for three

pieces of silver, added to his ordinary pay, he would be

tray, or murder his protector. Obferve the Grand In

former, who roars fo loudly in all places against Jaco-

bitism. Double his income: And I will venture all, but

my foul, upon it, that you may, if you pleafe, make him

an advocate for the Pretender. Then let the fame hand,

which raifed him first from the dirt, place him under a

E 2 Dean's



[36]

Dean's canopy, he will make a fecond turn with

great fatisfaction, and confent to hang his Jacobite Pa

tron. The Snake, or Adder, which was found in the

high-way periifiing with cold and hunger, and was taken

up, and warmed into life and vigour in the bofom of a

companionate traveller, againft whom the ungrateful ani

mal immediately employed his whole rage and venom,

may be feen every day within the walls of the Society ;

and there is no man in England fo proper, as their Scribe,

to furnifh a moral for this fable.

To Conclude: It is a misfortune to be ever la

mented, that fuch a pestilent Tribe fhould have been

able to nestle themfelves into a fettlement in this Semina

ry of learning: Divines who adjust their Divinity to

the wicked meafures of their Directors, and prostitute

their pen to every purpofe unbecoming their function.

Who are not afhamed to load every Gentleman, even of

the moft distinguifhed rank, who is confpicuous for his

virtue and abilities, with all the calumny they can invent.

Thus, as foon as the Earl of Westmorland was install

ed in his office of High Steward, they began to abufe him

in their Evening-Paper, one would not easily be

lieve, that a Nobleman of his rare and excellent qualities,
of the moft perfect honour and unbiaffed integrity, of a
most fincere and benevolent heart, learned himfelf and a

lover
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lover of learned men, and a steady affertor of the liberties

of his country, could have one enemy in the world. Thus

likewife they endeavoured to disparage the Gentlemen,

who attended my Lord Westmorland on this occasion,
altho'

they are all perfons of figure, family and fortune,
and many of them Members of the prefent Parliament.

But they are patriots, friends to the University and the

Englijfj Constitution, and therefore they were to be flan-

dered, and reprefented, as perfons of no note, or name.

But, to fill up the measure of their iniquity, and in open

violation of our statutes, they attacked the Vice-Chan

cellor, firft in the fame Evening-Paper for no reafon,

and then in the Defence for no other reafon, but becaufe

he gently reprimanded them for fuch exceffes, as, I be

lieve, were never committed before in any School of dis

cipline and good manners. I refer the reader to a proper

Reply (to this virulent libel) lately publifhed by our wor

thy Governor, wherein he hath fufficiently justified his

conduct with that prudence, judgment, and dignity,
which are fuitable to his character. I must obferve, be

fore I quit this subject, that our Informers by attacking

the Vice-Chancellor in this open manner, and particu

larly by insinuating his want of affection for the Govern

ment, have much increafed my fufpicion of their great de

ficiency in the Latin tongue. For would they have im

peached his loyalty, if they had understood his language;

or,
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or, to ufe their own terms, if they could have reprefented

to themfelves in Englifh thofe dutiful expreflions of his

attachment to the King and Royal Family, which were

noted by all others, who heard the Speech. If our Infor

mers insist, that they understood this part of the Speech,

they must then acknowledge themfelves guilty of a very

bafe calumny in imputing the least difaffection to a Ma

gistrate, who juft before, and in their prefence, had

made a full declaration of his loyalty, and whofe actions

had been always correspondent to the principles, which he

profeffed. Upon the whole this Charge againft the Vice-

Chancellor is evidently owing either to a profou?id igno

rance, or an extreme malice. The Reverend Informers

are at liberty to chufe which they pleafe.

But we ought not to be furprifed, that our Infor

mers have been fo infblent, as to afperfe one of our

great Officers, our chief Magistrate, and others,

the best Friends of the University, when they have

been wicked enough to charge the whole Body with dif

affection : and from a principle, which deferves the worst

name, are daily inventing, and publifhing fuch reports, as

may give a colour to their accufations. Their late pre

tended Plot will ever be a memorable instance of the

inveterate hatred, which they bear this place. And, al

tho'

fince our danger is over, we defpife, and deride the au

thors
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thors of this villainous fcheme : yet, if their firebrands

had not been happily broken over their own heads by

their precipitate conduct, and the awkward management

of their
*female Agent, or (which we rather ought to be

lieve) by the kind hand of Providence, they would have

lighted up a flame, which might not easily have been ex-

tinguifhed. This thought was as bloody, as that Imperial

Tyrant's, who wifhed, the people of Rome had but one

neck, that he might cut them all off at a blow. And

this attempt is a sufficient anfwer to all thofe arguments,

which the dignified Chief hath made ufe of to diftin-

guifh betwixt the ancient and modern Informers, with

an intention to excufe, or palliate his own proceedings,

and to perfuade his readers, that he is not an Informer

of the fame size and magnitude with fome others : Al

though he would be much puzzled to instance, any one

of his order, who hath gone before him (I mean the or

der of Informers) who was fo very wicked, as to medi

tate the destruction of a flourifhing Community, by whofe

favour and bounty he had been nurtured. It muff be

further remarked, that neither this Man, nor his Asso

ciates have hitherto fhewn any remorfe for engaging in

fuch an horrible confpiracy. On the contrary,
notwith-

* See the Informations &c. relating to the Trasonable Ver

ses found at Oxford.

standing
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ftanding the difcovery
and mifcarriage of their grand

De

sign, they are every
week devifing fome low and bafe

worthy
of their genius, by which they may

hope to

create fome public mifchief and diforder, and expofe us to

the cenfure of our
Superiors. Thus, very lately they employ

ed one of their Agents to creep
into particular compa

nies, and flip the Pretender's pidure into the pockets

of thofe perfons, whom they had before marked out to

encreafe their fund of accufations. By fuch artifices, and

by every
kind of mifreprefentation

thefe Wretches en

deavour to influence, and inflame all perfons of condition,

who are weak, or mean enough to listen to their insinua

tions, againft the University. Every little incident,

which would be laughed at, and contemned in another

place, is magnified here into a moft enormous crime, and

judged worthy
the cognizance of the Government. Even

a fong, or tune, which had been fung five, or fix years

aero by a few idle boys, and begun perhaps by the Infor

mers themfelves, is reported, as a tranfaction of yesterday,

and charged upon the whole Body, as a fignal mark of

difaffection. Tales, as incredible, as any fictions in Ovid,

if they can be fo applied, as to blacken any part of the

University, are greedily fwallowed, and believed: And

if a man in place and authority were to affert, that the

* See the Account of the Watch-Plot.

stones,
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(tones, with which our streets are paved are apt to rife up,

and fpeak treafon, he would not want an Audience to

credit his relation. In a word, every act of our Infor

mers manifestly
discovers their favage and inhuman dispo

sition : And we may be affured, if they were armed with

sufficient powers, they would not only profcribe thofe vir

tuous and learned characters, which are the prefent orna

ments of the University, but would deftroy even virtue

and learning itfelf, if they could reap the diabolical fatis-

facftion and advantage of rising upon the ruins.

I may here be afked, what honest means I can propofe

to fecure, or defend our Community against the malevo

lence of fuch Spirits. I anfwer: Since they have fepa-

rated themfelves from the reft of the Body by a feries of

treachery, and a notorious breach of their oaths, let them

ever hereafter be known, and diftinguifhed in all places

(like their Chief) by the badges and characteristics, which

they have been pleafed to affume : And let every perfon,

who is tender of his own reputation, and hath a just re

gard for the honour, and welfare of our Alma Mater,
imitate the difcretion of the Inhabitants ofWindsor, or

the caution of our
*

military Gentlemen, and decline all

* The Officers of the army, who are particularly jealous of their

honour, are not to be influenced by any motive, not even by the com
mand of their Superiors, to admit amongft them any of this odious

Tribe. P r, who was an Informer and an Evidence againft

DrAtterbury, the late Bifhop of Rochester, was rewarded with

F a troop
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kind of commerce or connexion with every
Member of

the Society, whether dignified, or undignified. By this

method, if it be punctually obferved, we may reafonably

hope, in the courfe of a few years, to get rid of our dan

gerous inmates. For stanch and experienced Informers

are ever felfifh and fufpicious ; and, as we may
learn from

the records of the old Bailv, when they are deprived of

their ufual entertainment, and want materials to carry on

their trade, or proper objects, on which they may exercife

their malice, will make no fcruple to prey upon one another.

I w i l l beg leave to offer another piece of advice to the

Heads and Fellows of Colleges : To ufe great care and

caution in admitting upon their refpective foundations the

Sons of low Mechanicks. For I have long remarked, that

the fidelity of thefe men is not to be depended on. They

bring with them hither the meannefs of their father's houfe,
and they generally retain it to the end of their lives. This

quality difpofes them to become the flatterers and fyco-

phants of any perfon of interest, who, they imagine, can

help to advance their fortune : And if their Patron be an

enemy to this place, they readily join their mifchievous

efforts to his, and open louder, than any others, in the

cry against us. It is not here my intention to reject, or

a troop of Dragoons. But none of the other Officers would eat, or

drink, or do duty with him. So that he was obliged to quit the Re

giment. I think, he had leave to fell his commiffion.

difcourage
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difcourage young Students of great integrity and rare en

dowments, and thefe well cultivated with the liberal arts,

becaufe they may happen to be meanly defcended. I have

an equal deference for virtue and knowledge, in what

place foever they are produced, or whether they proceed

from a palace, or a cottage : And I have always thought

it very ungenerous to reproach any man of worth and

learning with the obfcurity of his birth and family. But

if the Son of a Cobler, who hath been educated here by
charitable contributions, fhould presume, as foon as he

has put on a Master's gown, to infult the Governor of

the University to his face, and afterwards revile him in

a libel difperfed through the whole Kingdom : Would not

fuch an indignity provoke the moft difpaflionate, and best

tempered Spirit? And would not every impartial judge (I

mean every judge of good manners) condemn fuch a

Wretch to be lent back to his fathers stall?

With regard to myfelf, it affords me a singular plea

sure to consider ; That I have no enemies in this place,

except thofe only, who have declared themfelves enemies

to the University and to the liberties of their Country,

Informers and their Associates, or Abettors. And,

thefe creatures, like other poifonous animals, never

want a fupply of venom, which they are continually spit

ting out against me, yet, I hope, I fhall at all times be

able to provide myfelf with a proper antidote. For,, if by
F 2 reafon
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reafon of my age, my hand fhould grow too feeble to

write more than three letters, even thofe three letters (fince

I can now judge fo clearly
of my Adversaries,

as to be

affured, they are not capable of uttering any truths ) will

furnifh me with a Monofyliable sufficient to answer all their

invectives. I know only
one thing, by which they can

poffibly
dishonour my character, which, God grant, I

may
never deferve, their Praise ! If fuch a great mis

fortune were to befall me, I fhould suddenly lapfe into

the ancient superstition, and cry out with Virgil's Shep

herd :

Baccare Jrontem

Cing-ite. ne vati noceat mala Lingua.

As to my perfon, indeed, I cannot be fure of defend

ing it againft all the force and fecret machinations of a

Set of Informers, who will flick at no wickednefs to

compafs their ends. They may form many designs, fuit-

* I am in fome doubt, whether I ought not to retract this Parai-

the/is. For I recollect, there is one Crime, charged on me bv the In

formers, which I muft acknowledge to be true:
tho'

it will admit oi

fome alleviation, as I could not prevent it, nor can I mend it. It is

my Age. I am an old Sensualist, an old Trumpeter, or de-

figned by fome other elegant and fevere Apellative, to which the Epi

thet, old, may be properly prefixed, to add a poignancy to the Satire.

The Reader will eaiily believe, that I am not at prefent in a temper to

beftow many good wiihes on mv Enemies : However, out of the fin-

cere love, which I bear to the 'University, and for the honour and

benefit of my Country, I am willing on this occaiion to return good

for evil, and do molt heartily wifh, that this Crime may never be im

puted to any Member of the Sovietv of Informers.

able
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able to their occupation, which may be out of my power

either to forefee, or prevent. They may introduce me, as

a chief criminal, into their next pretended Plot : Or,

they may order one of their Emissaries to watch me into

a crowd, and flip a treafonable piBure, or paper into my

pocket : Or, to make fhort work, they may furprife me,

like other AtTafsins, in a dark night ; and, I imagine, they
would think this the moft meritorious of all their fchemes,
as it would effectually restrain me for ever hereafter from
*
the ufe of pe?t, ink and paper. But, whatever may be my

fate, I live in no fear. For, although in the beginning
of this Difcourfe, considering the public manners of thefe

*
My Enemies, after having crammed into an Oclavo page more

dirty and Scurrilous language, than I thought it could poffibly contain,

are pleafed to add, that it is the greatcji reproach of the Government,
that fuch an abandoned libeller, as I am, jhoidd be indulged in the life of

pen, ink andpaper. Here they difcover one of the wicked artifices of

hardened Informers; To accufe their innocent neighbour of the very

crime they are guilty of themfelves, and at the very inftant they are

committing it. But they feem to aim at Something more by calling out

for the interpofition of the Government, and to require, that they

may be at liberty to defame me, as they think fit, and as they -/lave

done for half a year paftj but, that I may not be allowed 10 con troll

their invectives, or make any reply : Like the great School-boy, who

after infulting, bullying, challenging, &c. refufed to fight, unlefs his

Antagonist had both his hands tied behind him. Before I conclude

this note, it will be neceffary to obfe^ve, that our Informers are, up
on all occafions, as familiar with the Government, as if they were

the Guardians of it,
tho'

they never ought to be named together ; es

pecially as, I believe, what I intimated above, may eafily be proved ;

that the zeal of the Society is a meer counterfeit, and that thefe bois

terous declaimers have as little loyalty, as they have truth and good man

ners.

men^
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men, I have
expreffed fome apprehensions of their attempts ;

yet I designed this rather as a caution to .my friends, than

to intimate a fufpicion of my own danger, or any anxiety,

or concern for myfelf. For I could this moment behold

the furious {allies of the whole Band, with the Dragon at

their head, and hear their curfes and their threats (although

they were in
poffeflion of greater powers of revenge, thai

they are at prefent) with the fame calmnefs and contempt,

with which I would reject the offers of their Patrons and

the wages of corruption. This indifferent and philofbphical

temper may in fome meafure be attributed to my age and

experience, but is chiefly owing to an happy constitution,

and to that equality of mind and spirits, with which God

hath been pleafed to blefs me.

Liberafpretio quantovis otia vendam,

Cut non infanus videar ? Sed apertius audi : -

£>ua juvenem, infirmumque animi captare nequibant,

Ilia fenem capiant ? Aut qua terrere pericla

Pofle putes horninem, cut climacJericus annus

Prcefidio ejl omni majus ? cut vita videtur

Rwd equidem tanti ejfe, ut quid cavedtve, petdtve

A f-egni fatrapis, ulldquefit anxius bora.

Si mihi mm dextram tetigijfe, aut limina regum

Contigit, & iare fub tenut mea canuit atas :

Attamen aquo anuno, non ullis rebus egenus,

Non inhonoratus vixi : Neque gratius ufquam

Dii nntnus dederunt, cut fe favijfe fatentur.

FINIS.
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