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ADVERTISEMENT,
EITHER NECESSARY OR USELESS..

HEN I toek pen in hand

to defend, unguibus & nof~
tro, the memory of my dear un-
cle, againft an anonymous libel
entitled 4 Supplement té the Philofopby
of Hiftary; 1 imagined my adver-
faty was neither more nor lefs
‘than a young diffolute abbé, who,
to amufe himfelf, had entered in-
to a difcuffion of his Diatribe of
the whores of Babylon, the ufe
of boys, inceft, and beftiality.
But when I got forward in my
work with afliduity, and like a
worthy nephew, I found that the
anonymous libel was wrote' by

A the



ii ADVERTISEMENT,.

the Sieur Larcher, an ancient
teacher of the Belles Lettres in the
college of Mazarine. I therefore
moft humbly afk his pardon for
having imagined him a young
man; and I hope he will pardon
me for having fulfilled my duty;
in liftening to the calls of blood,
which affailed my heart, and the
voice of truth, which commands

me to tgke pen in band,

The objeéts under confideration
are of great importance : they are
nothing lefs than the manners
and laws from Pekin down to
Rome, and even the adventures
of mountains and the ocean. A
furious fally upon bithop War-
burton is here to be met with;

but
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but the judicious reader will par-
don ‘the ardour of my zeal, when
he is informed that this bifhop is
a heretic.

I could have refuted all M. Lar-
cher’s errors ; but in that cafe I
muft have produced as large a
volume as he has done, I fhall
Jot infit upon his impiety. It is
very mournful for chriftian eyes
to read in his work (p. 298), that
Jfacred writers may bave been mz'/Za,éen as
well as others. It is true, he adds,
to palliate the poifon, with refpet

to what are not Dogmas.

But, my friend, there is {carce
any thing Dogmatic in the books
of the Hebrews ; every thing there

" is either hiftorical, legal, cantical,
Az prophetic,
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prophetic, or moral ordonnance.
The books of Genefis, Exodus, Jo-
thua, Judges, Kings, Efdras, Mac-
cabeus, are hiftorical ; the Leviti-
cus and Deuteronomy are fo ma-
ny laws; the Pfalms are cantics ;
the books of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, &c,
are prophetic ; Wifdom, the Pro-
verbs, the Ecclefiaft, the Ecclefiaf-
ticus, are moral. Not a fingle,
Dogma is to be met with in all
thefe. Even the Ten Command-
ments cannot be called Dogmas ;
they are laws. A4 Dogma is a pro-
pofition that muft be believed.
Jefus Chrift is confubftantial with
God : Mary is the mother of God:
Chrift has two natures and two
wills in one perfon: The Eucha-

rift is the body and blood of Je-
fus
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fus Chrift, under the appearance
of a loaf that no longer exifts:
thefe are Dogmas. The Creed,
which was made in the time of
Jerome and Auguftin, is a profef-
fion of Dogmas. There are {carce
three of thefe Dogmas in the New
Teftament. God was pleafed, that
they thould be extracted by the ho-
ly church from the fhell in which

they were inclofed.

See, then, thy blafphemy !
who haft dared to fay, that the
authors of the facred books have
been liable to error, in all that is

not Dogmatic.

Thou doeft, then, pretend, that
the Holy Ghoft, which dictated
thefe
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thefe books, may have been mif-
taken, from the firft verfe of Ge-
nefis to the laft of the A&s of the
Apoftles; and after fuch an im-
pious fuppofition, thou haft the
infolence to accufe the impiety of
citizens, whom thou never didft
come near, who- will not admit
thee among them, and who would
never have been acquainted with
thy exiftence, if thou hadft not

reviled them.

May worthy men unite to im-
pofe filence upon thofe wretches,
who, as foon as a good book ap-
pears, cry out againft impiety,
like bedlamites, who from their
dark cells caft their ordure upon
thofe who are the beft drefled,

2 from
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from a fecrer inftiné& of jealoufy,
which ftill prevails in their delj-
rium.

And you (pufille grex) wio read
this Defence of My Uncle, deign
to begin by cafting your eyes at-
tentively over the table of con-
teﬁts, and fele¢t for your amufe-
ment fuch chapters as are the
moft to your tafte.
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MY UNCL E

EXORDIUM.

NE of our firft duties is to affift

our father; the fecond is to aid

our uncle. I am nephew to the late

abbé Bazing, from whofe name an igno-

ranteditor has moft barbaroufly purloined

a g, which diftinguithes it from the

Bazins of Turinge, - who furnifhed Chil-

deric with queen Bazina*, whom he ran
away with.

* You are fenfible, dear reader, that Bazin
was a Celtic name, and that the wife of Bazin
muft neceffarily have been called Bazina; fo it
is written in hiftory.

B My
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My uncle was a profound theolo-
gian, almoner to the embafly which the
emperor Charles VI. fent to Conftanti-
nople after the peace of Belgrade. He
was perfectly acquainted with Arabic
and Coptic. He travelled into Egypt
and through all the Eaft, and at length
fettled at Petertburg, in quality of a
Chinefe interpreter. My great attach-
ment to truth will not allow me to dif-
femble, that, notwithftanding his piety,
he was fometimes a little addi¢ted to
raillery.  'When M. Guignes made the
Chinefe defcend from the Egyptians;
when he fuppofed that the emperor of
China Yz was vifibly the king of Egypt
Menes, by changing nes into #, and me
into y (though Menes is not an Egyp-
tian but a Greek name); my uncle then
gave way to a little innocent raillery,
which however thould not have weaken-
ed the fpirit of charity between two
Chinefe interpreters ; for my uncle

really
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really entertained a great efteem for M,
Guignes.
The abbé Bazing was paffionately fond

of truth and his neighbour. He had
wrote the Philofophy of Hiftory in one

of his travels to the Eaft : his great ob-
jet was to judge from common fenfe
of all the fables of antiquity; fables,
which for the moft part were contra-
dictory. Every thing that was not in
nature, appeared to him abfurd, except
what related to faith, He refpe&ted St.
Matthew as much as he laughed at
Ctefias, and fometimes Herodotus; he
moreover had a great refpect for the la-
dies, was a friend to good manners, and
a zealous advocate for legiflation. Such
was the abbé Ambroife Bazing, mifcal-
led, by the errors of typographifts,
Bazin.

B2 CHAPo
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RO L LD DLORE LI CLROILDEL

CHAUP L
Of Providence:

IS afhes have juft been troubled

by a cruel writer, in a fuppofed
Supplement to the Philofophy of Hiftory. He
has thus entitled his fcandalous fatire,
thinking that the title alone of a Supple-
ment to my uncle’s ideas, would fecure
him readers. But from the thirty-third
page of his preface, his perverfe defign
is difcovered. He has accufed the pious
abbé Bazin with having faid, that Pro-
vidence fends famine and peftilence up-
on earth. What! mifcreant, dareft thou
deny it ? From whence then arife thofe
fcourges which we feel, and the chaf-
tifements with which we are punithed ?
Tell me who is mafter of life and death?

Tell me who gave David his choice of
peftilence,
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peftilence, war, or famine? Did not
God deftroy 70,000 Jews in a quarter
of an hour? and did he not hereby li-
mit the falfe policy of Jefle, who fan-
cied himfelf thoroughly acquainted with
the population of his country? Did he
not punifh with fudden death 50,070
Bethfamites, who dared to look upon
the ark ? Did not the revolt of Coreus,
Dathan, and Abiron, coft 14,700
Ifraelites their lives, befides 250 who
were {wallowed up with their chiefs?
Did not the extirpating angel defcend at
the Eternal voice, and with the fword
of death, as well to ftrike at the firft-
born of all Egypt, as to exterminate the
army of Sannakerib? What do I fay?
Why, there is not a hair that drops from
our heads, without the command of the
Mafter of time and things. Providence
operates every thing, before whom,
whether terrified or benign, we fhould
equally proftrate ourfelves ;—whether

B3 triumphant



¢ DEFENCE or MY UNCLE.

triumphant or conquered, happy or mi-
ferable, ftill our duty to Providence is
the fame. Thefe were my uncle’s fen-
timents ;—the fentiments of all wife
men. Unhappy mifcreant, who con-

tradi@s thefe great truths in his fatal
preface !

CHAP.
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CHAP I
An apology for the ladies of Babylon.

Y uncle’s antagonift begins his
ftrange book by faying,—T/efe
are the reafons that induced me to take pen
in hand.
¢« Take penin hand !” my friend ; what
an expreflion! My uncle, who had al-
moft forgot his native tongue in his long
travels, fpoke better French than you.
I fhall let you bewilder yourfelf in
abufe about Khamos, Niniva, and Aflur.
You may deceive yourfelf as long as you
pleafe about the diftance between Nini~
va and Babylon; this has nothing to
do with the ladies, for whom my uncle
had fuch profound refpect, and whom
you fo barbaroufly infult.
You infit upon it, thatin the time
By of
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of Herod, 2ll the ladies in the immenfe
city of Babylon came religioufly to pros
ftitute themfelves to the firt comer in
the temple, and even for money : and
you believe it, becaufe it is related by
Herodotus.

How diftant was it to my uncle’s
thoughts, to impute fuch infamous prac-
tices to thefe ladies! It would, indeed,
be fine to fee our princefles, our dutch-
efles, the chancellor’s lady, the firft pre-
fident’s wife, and all the ladies of Paris,
repair to the church of Notre Dame,
and there diftribute their favours at a
crown a-head to the firft water-man, or
hackney-coachman, who fhould have
a tafte for this auguft ceremony!

1 know that the manners of the Afia-
tics differed from ours; and this I know
petter than you, becaufe I accompanied
my uncle into Afia. But the difference
is in this refpect, that the eaftern na-
tions have always been more rigid than
we are. The women in the Eaft have

I always
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always been fhut up ; or, at leaft, they
never went out without being veiled.
The more lively the paffions in thofe
countries, the more have the women
been conftrained. Eunuchs were firft
thought of to guard them. Jealoufy
invented the art of mutilating men, to
fecure the fidelity of women and the in-
nocence of girls. Eunuchs were already
very common, at the time the Jews were
united in a republic. We find that
Samuel, being willing to preferve his
authority, and divert the Jews from
taking a king, told them that this king
would have eunuchs in his fervice. Can
it be credited that in Babylon, where
the beft police prevailed of any city in the
Eaft, men fo jealous of their wives,
thould all fend them to proftitute them-
felves in a temple to the vileft ftrangers ?
that every hufband and every father
thould thus fifle honour and jealoufy ?
that all the women and girls fhould
trample upon that fhame fo natural to

their
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their fex? ‘That manufatturer of ftories
Herodotus might amufe the Greeks with
this extravagant account; but no fenfi-
ble man could believe it.

The calumniator of my uncle and the
fair fex is defirous the thing fhould be
true ; and the greateft reafon he gives
is, that the Welch fometimes immolat-
ed men (probably captives) to their filthy
god Teutates. But becaufe Barbarians
have facrificed human blood; becaufe
the Jews immolated twelve thoufand vir-
gins to the Lord, out of thirty thou-
fand they found in the camp of the Ma-
dianites, with fixty-one thoufand affes;
in fine, becaufe in latter times we have
immolated fo many Jews in our Aufes
de f¢, at Lifbon, Goa; and Madrid ;
does it follow, that all the handfome
Babylonians lay with ftrange grooms in
the cathedral of Babylon? According
to the religion of Zoroafter, the women
were not allowed to eat with ftrangers.

Would
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Would he have allowed the women to
lie with them ?

My uncle’s antagonift, who feems to
have his reafons for the eftablithment of
this pretty cuftom in capital cities, calls
the prophet Baruch to the fuccour of
Herodotus, and he quotes the fixth chap-
ter of the prophecy of this fublime Ba-
ruch. But he does not, perhaps, know
that this fixth chapter is of all the book
the moft evidently apocryphal. Itis a
fuppofed letter from Jeremiah to the poor
Jews who were led in chains to Baby-
lon: St. Jerom fpeaks of it with the ut-
moft contempt; as for me, I defpife no-
thing that is in the books of the Jews;
I know all the refpet which is due to that
admirable people, who wili one day be
converted, and be mafters of the whole
earth.

We find thefe expreflions in this fic-
titious letter : In Babylon we fee womcen
that have girdles of pack-thread (or rib-
bons) feated in the flreets, and burning

olive
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olive kernels.  Paffengers chufe amongft
them; and fbe who has been preferred, mocks
her  neglected companions whefe girdles
have not been untied.

I will acknowledge, that a fafhion
fomewhat fimilar is introduced at Ma-
drid, and in the quarter of the Palais
Royal at Paris. It is much in vogue in
the fireets of London ; and the Hops of
Amfterdam are in great reputation.

A general hiftory of brothels might
be very curious. The learned have treat-
ed this fubje& only in detached parts.
The brothels of Venice and Rome begin
to degenerate a little, becaufe all the
fine arts are in their wane. They cer-
tainly were the fineft invention of hu-
man fagacity, before Chriftopher Co-
lymbus made a voyage to the Antilles
iflands. The pox, which Providence
had fequeftered in thofe iflands, has
fince overfpread all Chriftendom; and
thofe elegant brothels confecrated to the
goddefs Aftarte or Decerto, Milita

Aphrodife
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Aphrodife or Venus, have now loft all
their {plendor. I believe that my uncle’s
adverfary frequents them ftill, as the frag-
ments of ancient manners; but this is
not a reafon for his affirming, that the
fuperb city of Babylon was nothing more
than a large brothel ; and that by the
laws of the country, the women and
daughters of the Satrapes were enjoined
to wait for paflengers in the flreets.
This is far worfe thar if we were to fay,
that the wives and daughters of the bur-
gomafters of Amfterdam were compel-
led, by the Calvinift religion, to give
themfelves up in the Hops to the Dutch
failors returned from the Eaft Indies.
Thus it is that travellers daily miftake
an abufe of the laws for the laws them-
felves ; a barbarous cuftom of the lower
clafs of people for a court fathion. I
have often heard my uncle fpeak very
edifyingly upon this fubjet: he faid,
‘that out of a thoufand hundred weight

of



14 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE.

of ancient ftories and relations, one could
not extraét ten ounces of truth.

Obferve, if you pleafe, dear reader,
the malice of the letcher who fo clan-
deftinely fcandalizes the memory of my
uncle; he adds to the facred text of
Baruch ; he falfifies it to eftablith his
brothel in the cathedral of Babylon it-
felf. According to the facred text of the
Apocrypha, Baruch fays, in the Vulgate,
Mulieres autem circumdate funibus in viis
Jedent. Our facrilegious adverfary tranflates
this : Women with cords tied about them,
are feated in the avenues of the temple.
The word femple is no where to be
"found in the text.

Can debauchery be carried to fo great
a pitch as to make the churches the feats
of whoredom P—My uncle’s adverfary
muft be a very infamous man.

Had he been willing to juflify fornica-
tion by great examples, he might have
hit upon the famous right of prelibation,
inlaying, jambage, and cuifsge, which

the
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the lords of fome caftles had arrogated
to themfelves in Chriftendom, in the
beginning of the fine feodal government.
Barons, bifthops, and abbés, became le-
"giﬂators ; and ordained, that in all mar-
riages within the precinéts of their
caftles, they thould enjoy the firft nup-
tial night. It is difficult to afcertain
how far they carried their legiflative
power ; whether they contented them-
felves with putting only one thigh into
the bed of the bride, as when princefles
are married by proxy, or whether they
put in ‘both thighs. But it is well at-
tefted, that this right of cuifage (thigh-
age), which was at firft a right of war,
was afterwards fold to the vaffals by fe-
cular and regular lords, who wifely fug-
gefted, that with the money arifing from
this fale, they could have handfomer

girls.
But above all things, obferve, dear
reader, thata whimfical cuftom eftablith-
ed
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ed on a frontier by fome banditti, has
nothing in common with the laws of
great nations; that the right of cusfage
was never approved of by our tribunals ;
and that none of the enemies of my
uncle, however carnally inclinéd, can
produce a Babylonian law which orders
ed all the court ladies to lie with paffen-
gers.

CHAP.
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X R X TN T
SRR M A e

C H A P. 111,
Of the Alcoran.

‘ UR infamous debauchee feeks for
a {ubterfuge among the Turks

to juftify the ladies of Babylon. He
takes the comedy of Harlequin Ulla, for
a law of the Turks. In the Eaft, fays
he, if a hufband is divorced from his wife,
be cannot take ber again till fbe bas mar-
ried another man, and paffed the night with
him. Oar letcher knows no more of the
Alcoran than he does of Baruch:
lIet him read the fecond chapter of the
great Arabic book given by the an-
gel Gabriel, and the forty-fifth para-
graph of the Somna, in the fecond chap-
ter entitled the Cow, where the pro-
phet, ever attentive to the ladies, gives
laws with refpect to marriage and
C dowers :
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dowers : It fball not be a crime, fays he,
to be divorced from your wives, provided
you wve never yet touched them, and you
have not yet flipulated their dower ; and
if you feparate yourfelves from them, be-
fore you bave touched them, and after hav-
ing fettled their dower, you muft be oblig-
ed to pay them a moicty of their dower,
&e. unlefs the new hufband refufes accept-
zng of it.

¢« Kifrom hecbalat doromfet ernam
¢ rabola ifrom tamon erg bemin ouldeg
<« ebori caramoufen, &c.”

There is not, perhaps, a more faga-
cious law; they are abufed fometimes
among the Turks, as, indeed, every
thing is abufed. But it may be faid in
gencral, that the laws of the Arabs
adepted by the Turks, their conquer-
ors, are at leaft as fenfible as the cuftoms
of our provinces, which are always con-
tradictory to each other.

My uncle held the Turkith jurifpru-
dence in great efteem. T eafily perceiv-

ed
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ed in my voyage to Conftantinople, that
we are very little acquainted with thofe
people, who are fo near us. Our igno-
rant Monks are inceffantly abufing them.
They always call their religion fenfual;
yet there is none fo mortifying to the
fenfes. A religion that ordains fix pray-
ers a day, abftinence from wine, the
moft rigorous fafts; which forbids all
games of chance ; which commands each
individual to give two and a half per
cent. of his revenue to the poor; cannot
certainly be a voluptuous religion, and
does not flatter, as hath been often faid,
concupifcence and effeminacy. We
imagine here, that every Bathaw has a
feraglio of feven hundred wives, three
hundred concubines, a certain number
of handfome pages, and as many black
eunuchs. Thefe are fables worthy of
us. We fhould commit to the flames
every thing that has been hitherto faid
of the Muflulmen. We fuppofe that
they are fo many Sardanapalus’s, becaufe

C2 they
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they believe only in one god. A learn-
ed Turk of my acquaintance, called
Nolmig, is now engaged in a hiftory of
his country ; and it is progreffively tranf-
lated ; whereby the public wiil foon be
difabufed with refpe& to all the errors

propagated till now, about thefe faithful
believers.

CHAP.
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FAIICIOKCIGIGIIIIOIBIIIIOOIION

C H A P. 1V,

Of the Romaus.

O W chafte was the abbé Bazin!
how modeft his commendations!
He fays in a paflage of his book : I would
as foon believe Dion Caffius, who avers,
that the grave fenators of Rome propofed a
decree, whereby Cefar, who was fifty-
Jeven years of age, [bould have the privi-
lege of emjoying as many women as he
would. P. ¢8.
What is there [o extraordinary in fuch
a decree 2 cries our brazen cenfor: he
finds this very natural; he intends even
petitioning the parliament to be allowed
the fame privilege. I fhould like to
know how old he is.—Heavens! what
a man !'—Solomon, who had feven hun-
dred wives, and three hundred concu-

bines, is nothing, compared to him.
Cs CHAP.
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R H ARSI

C HAUP V.
On Sodomy.

Y ever difcreet, ever fagacious
uncle, conftantly perfuaded that
laws could never violate manners, thus
exprefles himfelf in the Philofophy of
Hiftory : ‘I would no more believe
Sextus Empiricus, who fays that pede-
rafty was ordained amongft the Perfians.
What a pity ! How can we imagine that
men would make a law, which, if exe-
cuted, muft have exterminated the hu-
man race ! On the contrary, pederafty
was exprefly forbid in the book of Zend ;
and this we find in the abridgement of
the Sadder, where it is faid, (p. 9.)
that there is no greater fin.”
Who would, dear reader, believe that
the foe of my family is not contented
with
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with having all the women lie with the
firft comers, but that he fhould artfully
infinuate the love of boys? The Fefuits,
fays he, bave mnothing to do with this.
My dear child, my uncle did not talk
about the Jefuits. I know that he was
at Paris, when the Reverend Father
Marfi and the Reverend Father Freron
were excommunicated the college of
Louis le Grand, for their pranks; but
this has nothing in common with Sextus
Empiricus : this writer doubted of every
thing ; bat no one doubts of the adven-
tures of thefe Reverend Fathers.

Why thus wunfeafonably difturb  their
manes ¢ you fay, in your apology for
the fin of Sodom. It is true, that Fa-
ther Marfi is dead; but Father Freron
is ftill alive. Nothing of him but his
works are defun&; and when we fay,
that he is every day dead drunk, this is
only by way of catachrefis, or, if you will,
by a kind of metomymy.

You are pleafed to quote the differta-

Cq tion



24 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE.

tion of the late Mr. Matthew Gefner,
under the title of Socrates fanclus pede-
rafles, Socrates the holy pederaft*. 'This,
indeed, is intolerable; fuch a fate may
befal you as the late M. Defchatain ex-
perienced. The abbé Desfontaines ef-
caped it.

It is fomewhat remarkable, that in
the hiftory of the human mind, fo ma-
ny <y writers fhould want caution.
I have often endeavoured to trace the
caufe. It appears to me, that the gentle-
men of this ftamp are, for the moft
part, arrant flovens, expelled the col-
leges, and never able to gain admittance
to the company of the ladies. Thefe poor
wretches, urged by their filthy calls,
gratify themfelves with their printers-
devils who bring them their proofs, or
with the fhoe-black at the corner of the

* Who can credit it, dear reader? Thisis
printed in the 209th p. of M. Toxotes’s book,
entitled, Supplement de la P/)ilofopbia de ' Hif~
1iiic,

{treet,
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ftreet. This was precifely the cafe of that
Ex-Jefuit Desfontaines, predeceflor to
the Ex-Jefuit FreronZ.

Art thou not, friend, athamed to col-
le& all this filth in a Supplement to the
Philofophy of Hiftory ? Is it the hiftory
of Sodomy that you are inclinable to
write ?  There will, f{ays he, be occafion
to mention this again in another work. He
has recourfe to an Affyrian, named Bar=
dezanus, who faid, that among the
Welch, all the young boys were addic-
ted to this infamous pra&ice. Para de
Gallois of neoi gamontai. Shocking! Dare
you blend fuch wickednefs with the
decent wifdom which my uncle piqued

1 See the following epigram in the Antologie
Frangoife :
Un Ramoneur 4 face bazanée,
Le fer en main, les yeux ceints d’un bandeau,
S’allait gliflant dans une cheminée,
Quand de Sodome un antique bedeau,

Vin¢ endoffer fa figure inclinée, &c.

6 himfelf
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himfelf upon? Dare you thus infult
the ladies, and want fo much re-
fpe& for the auguft Emprefs of Ruf-
fia, to whom I dedicated the learned

and inftru@ive book of the late zhbé
Bazin ¢

CHAP.
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C H A P. VL
On Inceft.

Y uncle’s cruel adverfary is not
fatisfied with having denied Pro-
vidence, with adopting the ridiculous
fables of Herodotus againft right reafon,
with having falfified Baruch and the Al-
coran, with having apologized for Bro-
thels and Sodomy ; he would even cano-
nize inceft. The abbé Bazin was al-
ways convinced that inceft in the firft
degree, that is to fay, between father
and daughter, mother and fon, was ne-
ver allowed among any polithed nations.
Paternal authority and filial refpe&
would thereby be too much hurt. Na-
ture, {trengthened with a proper educa-
tion, revolts at it with horror. Among
the Jews, a man might marry his fifter.
When
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When Ammon, the fon of David, ra-
vifhed his fifter Thamar, David’s daugh-
ter, Thamar literally fays: Do nor make
me commit fuch follies, for I fhould endure
the [candal, and you would pafs for a fool;
but afk me of the king my fatber in mar-
riage, and he will not refufe you.

This cuftom is {fomewhat contrary to
Leviticus; but contradi®ions are often
reconciled. The Athenians, the Egyp-
tians, and the Perfians, wedded their
uterine fifters. This was not allowed
among the Romans; they could not even
marry their nieces. The emperor Clau-
dius was the only one who could obtain
this favour from the fenate. Amongft
us, who are feparated from Barbarians,
we may marry a niece with the per-
mifTion of the Pope, on paying the ufual
tax, which, I believe, amounts to for-
ty thoufand little crowns, including the
contingent expences.. I always heard,
that it coft M. de Montmartel no more
than eighty thoufand livres. 1 have

known
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known thofe who have lain with their
nieces at a cheaper rate. In fine, the
pope has inconteftably by divine right,
the power of difpenfing with all laws.
My uncle even thought, that, vpon a
prefling emergency, his holinefs might
allow a brother to marry his fifter, par-
ticularly if it tended to the emolument
of the church; for my uncle was a very
obedient fervant to the pope.

As to the difpenfation for wedding a
father or mother, he thought it a very
embarraffing cafe; and he doubted, if
I may be allowed the expreffion, whe-
ther the divine right of the holy father
extended fo far. We have not, I think,
any example of this kind in modern hif-
tory.

Ovid, inceed, fays in his beautiful
Metamorphofes:

Gentes tamen effe feruntur,

In quibus & nato genitrix & nata parent

Fungitur, & piclas geminato crefeit amore.

Ovid had doubtlefs in view the Per-
fian-
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fian-Babylonians, whom the Romans,
their adverfaries, accufed of this infamous
practice.

The advocate of the fins of the fleth,
who has wrote againft my uncle, defies
him to produce another paflage than that
of Catullus. What is the confequence ?
That only one accufer againft the Perfians
fthould be found, and therefore they
fhould not be pronounced guilty. But
it 1s fufficient, that one author fhould
have given credit to a falfe report, for
twenty others to be his echoes. The
Hungarians, at this hour, reproach the
Turks with a thoufand things that are
not a whit better founded.

Grotius himfelf, in his tolerably ill
written book upon the Chriftian Reli-
gion, goes fo far as to quote the fable
of Mahomet's pigeon. There is a luft
inherent in mankind, to make their ene-
mies odious and ridiculous.

Our adverfary has, certainly, not read
an extract of the Zenda Vafta of Zo-

roafter,
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roafter, communicated in Surat to Lordius,
by one of thofe Magii, who fill {ubfift.
The Ignicoles have always been allowed
five wives ; but it is exprefly faid, that
they have ever been forbid to marry their
coufins. Here is proof pofitive. Taver-
nier in his fourth book acknowledges,
that this truth was confirmed to him by
another of the Magii.

Why then fhould our inceftuous an-
tagonift be difpleafed, that the abbé Bazin
has defended the ancient Perfians ? Why
does he fay, that it was cuftomary for
them to lie with their mothers ? What
advantage would he reap from this?
Would he introduce this fathion in our fa-
milies ? Let him be contented with the
good fortunes of Babylon.

CHAP.
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C H A P VIL

On Befliality, and the Goat of the Sab-
bath.

Y uncle’s barbarous foe was
wanting in no fin but beftiality ;

and he is, at length, convited of it.
The abbé Bazin was deeply read in the
hiftory of forcery, from Jannes and
Mambres, counfellors to the king, and
forcerers at the court of Pharach, down
to the Reverend Father Gerrard, juridi-
cally accufed of having poflefled Made-
moifelle Cadiers of the devil, by blow-
ing upon her. He was perfetly ac-
quainted with all the different grada-
tions through which the Sabbath, and
the adoration of the goat, had paffed.
It is greatly to be lamented that his ma-
nulcripts are loft. He fays a word up-
on
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on thefe great fecrets in the Philofophy
of Hiftory. The goat with which it is
Juppofed the forcereffes copulated, [fprung
Jrom that ancient conneéltion the Fews had
awith the goats in the defert, with which
they are reproached in Leviticus.

Obferve, if you pleafe, the difcretion
and modefty of my uncle. He does not
fay that the forcerefles copulated with a
goat; he fays they were fuppofed to co-
pulate.

Hereupon my gentleman grows as
warm as a Calabrian for his goat, and
flying out at random about fornication
with animals, quotes away Pindar and
Plutarch to prove the ladies of the dy-
nafty of Mendes publicly lay with goats.
See how he would juftify the Jewifh
women by the Mendefian women! Where
will he carry his infults againft the la-
dies? He is not fatisfied with proftituting
the princefles of Babylon to muleteers,
but he gives the princefles of Mendes

D goats
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goats for lovers. I expect he will come
to the Parifian ladies next.

It is true, and with grief I acknow-
ledge it, that Leviticus reproaches the
Jewifh ladies who wandered in the de-
fert with this crime. I fhall fay in their
juftification, that they could not wath
themfelves in a country that was entirely
deftitute of water, and where the inha-
bitants are ftill obliged to have it brought
them upon camels backs. They could
neither change cloaths nor thoes, as they
wore the fame cloaths forty years fuccef-
fively. They had no ihifts; and the
goats of the country might very well
have taken them for fhe-goats by their
fmell. This odoriferous fimilitude might
alfo, probably, havelaid the foundation for
a little gallantry between the two fpecies.
My uncle is of opinion, that this hap-
pened very rarely in the defert, as he
had proved that fuch conneltions occur
extremely feldom, notwithftanding what
has been faid to the contrary. But it ap-
peared
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peared to him very evident, indeed,
that fome Jewith ladies had been guilty
of this fin. What is faid in Leviticus
removes all manner of doubt. They
would not have been reproached with a-
morous intrigues, had they not been guil-
ty of them. And let them offer no more
to the bairy creatures, with which they
have jor uicated. Lev. chap. xvii. Women
fPall not commit fornication with beafls.
Chap. xix. The woman who has ferved as
a fuccubus to a beafl, [ball be punifbed with
the beaft, and their blood fball fall again

upon them. Chap. 20.
This remarkable expreflion, their blood
fhall fall again upon them; evidently proves,
that beafts were thought then to
have fome intelligence. The ferpent
and the fhe-afs had not only fpoke, but
God, after the deluge, had made a-part
an alliance with the beafts. Hence it
is that very illuftrious commentators
think, that the punithment of beafts
which had overcome women, is very
D2 analogous
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analogous with all that is faid of beafts
in the holy fcripture.  They were fuf-
ceptible of good and evil. As to the
hairy creatures, it is believed in all the
Eaft that they were monkies. Butit is
certain, that the people of the Eaft are
deceived in this; for there are no monkies
in the deferts of Arabia. They are too
cunning to come into 2 barren country,
whither provifions muft be brought from
a great diftance. By batry creatures
we can, therefore, underftand. nothing
but he-goats.

It is certain, that the cohabitation of
forcerefles with he-goats; the cuftom of
kiffing their pofteriors, which has be-
come a proverb ; the cireular dance round
the goat ; the little flaps given him with
vervain ; and all the ceremony of thefe
orgia came from the Jews, who borrow-
ed them of the Egyptians, for the Jews
never invented any thing.

I am in poffeflion of a Jewith manu-
feript, which I believe is upwards of

two
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two thoufand years old; it appears to
me, that the original muft be dated fi.m
the time of the firft or fecond Prolomy ;
it is a detail of all the ceremonies of the
adoration of the goat; and it was pro-
bably from a copy of this wnrk, that
thofe who were addited to magi:, have
compofed what is called the Grimoire,
or Conjuring-book. A grandee of Spain
offered me a hundredlouifd’ors for it, but
I would not have let him had it for two
hundred. In this work the he-goat is
conftantly called the Zairy creature. It
would eafily refute all the hypercriticifms
of my uncle’s antagonift,

In a word, I am glad to inform the
moft remote pofterity, that a very learn-
ed man, having in this chapter found
that Mr., ——— was convicted of beffia-
/ity, wrote on the margin, Read Betzfe,
(brutal-ftupidity).

D3 CHAP.
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C H A P. VI
Of Abraham and Ninon L’ Enchs.

HE abbé Bazin was convinced
with Onkelos, and all the eaftern
Jews, that Abraham wasabout 13 5 years of
age when he left Chaldea. It is of little
confequence to know the precife age of
the father of the believers. When God
thall judge us all in the valley of Jehofa-
phat, he will not, probably, punith us
for having been bad chronologifts, like
my uncle’s reviler. He will be punifhed
for his vanity, infolence, brutality, and
calumny, and not for being deficient of
common fenfe, and having tired the las
dies.

It is very true, that it is faid in Genefis,
that Abraham came out of Aran in Me-
fopotamia in the 75th year of his age,

after
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after the death of his father Thareus the
potter. But it is alfo faid in Genefis,
that Thareus having begot him at 70
years of age, lived till 205; it is there-
fore neceflary, that one of thefe paflages
fhould be explained by the other, If
Abraham came out of Chaldea after the
death of Thareus, when he was 205
years old, it is evident, that Abraham
was juft 735 years old when he fet out
upon his travels.

Our dull antagonift propofes ancther
fyftem to avcid the difficulty; he calls
Philo the Jew to his aid ; and he thinks
to ring the changes upon my dear read-
ers, in faying, that the city of Aran
is the fame as Carres. I am very cer-
tain of the contrary, and 1 have veri-
fied it upon the fpot. But I beg to
know, what connection has the city of
Carres with the age of Abraham and
Sarah ?

My uncle has been again afked, how

Dy could
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could Abraham, after leaving Mefopo-
tamia, make himfelf heard at Mem-
phis 7 My uncle anfwered, that he
knew nothing of the matter; that he
did not trouble himfelf about it; that
he believed all that was in the holy ferip-
ture, without endeavouring to explain
it; and that it was the bufinefs of the
gentlemen of the Sorbonne, who are
never miftaken.

What is of much more confequence,
is the impiety with which our mortal
foe compares Sarah, the wife of the fa-
ther of the believers, with the famous
Ninon L’Enclos. He aitks how it could
come to pafs, that Sarah being 75 years
old, going from Sichem to Memphis
upon her afs ‘in fearch of corn, fhould
captivate the heart of the king of fuperb
Egypt, and fhould afterwards make the
fame impreffion upon the little king of
Gerar in the defert of Arabia? He an-
fwers this difficulty by the example of
Ninon., He ‘know, fays he, that at 8o

years
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years of age Ninon was capable of infpiring
the abbé Gedoin with fuch fentiments as feem
only compatible with youth or the age of vi-
rility.  You muft own, dear reader, that
this is a very pleafant manner of explain-
ing holy writ ; he has a mind to divert
himfelf, and fancies he has hit upon
the bon ton. He wants to imitate my
uncle ; but when a certain animal with
long ears wants to give his paw like a
lap-dog, you know in what manner he
1s treated.
" He is equally miftaken in regard to
modern hiftory, as he is with refpet to
ancient. No one is more capable of
giving an account of the latter years of
Mademoifelle L’Enclos than myfelf, and
which in no refpe& refembled thofe
of Sarah. I am her legatee. I faw her
in her latter days, and fhe was as dry as
a mummy. It is true, that the abbé
Gedoin was prefented to her, juft upon
his quitting the Jefuits college; but not
for the fame reafons as Desfontaines and
Freron
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Freron retired from it. I fometimes ac-
companied the abbé in his vifits to her,
when he had no other lodging but my
houfe. He was far from being {ufcepti-
ble of any defires for a decrepid wrinkled
beldame, whofe bones were coyered
with only a yellow {kin, that bordered
fomewhat upon black.

This extravagance was not imputed to
the abbé de Gedoin, hut to the abbé de
Chateauneuf, brother to him who had
been embaflador at Conftantinople. Cha-
teauneuf had indeed conceived a defire
of lying with her 20 years before. She
was flill tolerably handfome at 6o. She
fmiling g:ve him a rendezvous for a cer-
tain day of the month. And why do
you fix on that day particularly? faid
the abbé Chateauneuf, - Becaufe, faid
the, I fhall then be 6o years old. This
is the truth of this ftory, which has been
fo induftrioufly propagated, and which
the abbé de Chateauneuf, my god-father,
to whom I am indebted for being a

chriftian,
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chriftian, often related to me in my in-
fancy, to form my mind and properly
difpofe my heart; but Mademoifelle
L’Enclos did not expeét to be one day
compared to Sarah, in a libel againft
my uncle. »
Though™ Abraham did not put me in
his will, and Ninon L’Enclos thought
proper to notice mg in her’s, I fhall
neverthelefs leave her here for the
father of the believers. I am neceffitated
to acquaint the abbé Tou——, my uncle’s

calumniator, with the fentiments of all
the Guebrians whom I met with in my
travels. They call him Eérabim, and
give him the furname of Zerateukt, that
is, our Zoroafter. It is certain, that
there are difperfed Guebrians, who
were never blended with other nations,
governed in Afia before the fettlement
of the Jewith clan; and that Abraham
came from Chaldea, as it is fo faid in
she Pentateuch, The abbé Bazin

fathomed
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fathomed this matter to its depth. He
often faid to me, Nephew, we are not
futhiciently acquainted with the Gue-
brians, nor with Eérahim; let me ad-
vife you to read with attention the Zen=

da Vefta, and the Vedam.

CHAP,
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C HA P IX.
Of Thebes, Boffuet, and Rollin.

Y uncle, as I have before faid,

was fond of the marvelleus and

fition in poetry; but he detefted it in
hiftory ; he could not bear that fabulous
ftory-tellers fhould be ranked with a
Tacitus, a Gregory de Tours, or a Ra-
pin de Toiras. He was in his youth fe-
duced by the brilliant ftyle of Bofluet’s
Difcourfe upon Univerfal Hiftory. But
when he had ftudied a little hiftory and
men, he found that moit authors were
only defirous of printing agreeable lies,
and to aftonifh their readers with incre-
dible adventures. Every thing was
wrote upon the plan of Amadis. My
uncle laughed when h2 faw Rollin copy
Bofluet word for word, and Boffuet copy
7 the
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the ancients, who relate, that ten thou-
fand warriors fallied out from each of
the hundred gates of Thebes, befides
two hundred armed chariots from each
gate, which would amount to a million
of foldiers in afingle city, without reckon-
ing the drivers and warriors in the cha-
riots, who muft have been four thou-
fand men more, rcckoning only two per-
fons to each chariot.

It was very juftly obferved by my
uncle, that this city of Thebes muft
have contained five or fix million of in-
habitants, to furnifth fuch a number of
warriors : he knew that there are not at
prefent above three millions of inhabi-
tants in Egypt; he knew that Diodorus
of Sicily did not allow any more in
his time ; fo that he diminithed greatly
all the exaggerations of antiquity.

He doubted the exiftence of one Se-
foftris, who fet out from Egypt to con-
quer the whole world with fix thoufand

men and twenty-feven theufand warlike
chariots.
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chariots.  Such a ftory he thoughs
worthy of Picroco: 1n Rabelais. The
preparations made for this conqueft of
the whole world appeared to him ftill
more ridiculous. The father of Sefoflris
had deftined his fon for this fine expes
dition upon the faith of a dream; for
at that time dreams were certain inftruc-
tions fent from heaven, and the foun-
dation of all undertakings, Thé good
man, whofe name is not even mention-
ed, thought proper to difpofe of all the
children born on the fame day as his
fon, to affift him in the conqueft of the
earth, and become {o many heroes. He
did not allow them to breakfaft till they
had run eighty furlongs at one breath :
this is a good race in a boggy country
where people fink to the middle of their
legs at every pace, and where almoft ali
correfpondence is carried on by boats

upon the canals.
What fays my uncle’s contempuble
critic ? Inftead of feeling all the ridicule
of
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of this ftory, he enters into a comparas<
tive computation of the great and little
ftadium, and thinks he has proved that thg
little boys deftined to conquer the world
ran only one half, three of our great
leagues, before breakfaft.

It is, indeed, neceffary to know pre-
cifely whether Sefoftris reckoned accord-
ing to the great or little ftadium; he
who never heard fuch a word mention-~
ed, it being a Grecian meafure. Thus
ridiculous are {choliafts and commenta-
tors; he confines himfelf to the arbitra-
ry explanation of an ufelefs word, and
forgets the ground-work of the argu-
ment. The point in queftion is to un-
deceivé men with regard to fables in
which they have been nurfed for fo ma-
ny years. My uncle weighs probabili-
ties in the {cale of reafon; he makes his
readers judge by the criterion of good
fenfe, and yet the great and little ftadium
are brought into play.

I will again acknowledge, that my
uncle
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uncle raifed his thoulders when he read
m Rollin, that Xerxes had glven the fea
three hundred lathes with a Whlp ; that
he had thrown into the Hellefpont a pair
of fetters to manacle that fea; that he
had wrote a threatening letter to mount
Athos ; and, in fine, that when he arriv-
ed at the pafs of Thermopyle, too nar-
row for two men to go a-breaft, he was
followed by 5,280,220 perfons, accord-
ing to the veridical and exa& Herodotus.

When he read thefe tales of Mother-
goofe, he always faid, Not fo faft, not fo
jaff. He faid Herodotus was in the
right to amufe and flatter the Greeks
with thofe romances, and Rollin was to
blame not to reduce them to their juft
value in writing, for Frenchmen of the

eighteenth century.

E CHAP.
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CH AP X

Of the priefts, or prophets, or [choen of
Egypt.

ES, Barbarian, the priefts of Egypt

were called Schsen, and they are

called by no other name in Genefis ; and
this name is rendered by the Vulgate
Sacerdos. But what fignify names? If
thou hadft known how to profit by the
Philofophy of my uncle, thou wouldft
have .fought for the funcions of thefe
fehoen, their f{ciences, their impoftures;
thou wouldft have endeavoured to learn
whether a fchoen was always in Egypt
a man of conftituted dignity, as is with
us a bithop, and even an arch-deacon;
or whether fometimes the title of fchoen
was arrogated, like that of abbé among
us; whether a fchoen, on account of
having
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having been preceptor to a great lord, and
nourithed in his houfe, had a right to
attack, with impunity, the living and
the dead, and to write, without any
kind of fenfe, againft the Egyptians,
who were reputed to have fome.

I do not doubt but there have been
very learned men among the {choen ; for
inftance, thofe who made a trial of mi-
racles with Mofes, who changed all the
waters of Egypt into blood, who cover-
ed all the country with frogs, who went
fo far as to create lice, but who could
not get rid of them ; for in the Hebrew
text we find, they did fo, but they could
not drive away the lice. The Vulgate
treats them ftill more feverely; for it is
there faid, they could not even produce
lice.

I know not whether thou art a fchoen,
and if thou canft work fuch curious mi-
racles ; for it is faid, thou art deeply in-
itiated in the myfteries of the fchcen of
St. Medard ; but I fhould always prefer

Ez2 a gen-
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a gentle, modeft, decent fchoen, to 2
fchoen who injures his neighbour ; to a
fchoen who quotes falfely, and reafons
upon his quotation ; to a fchoen who is
fo fcandalous as to fay, the abbé Bazin
was but little converfant with Greek,
becaufe his printer omitted 2 figma, and
put oi for e:.

Ah! my fon, when calumny againft
the dead is carried to this pitch, nothing

can atone for it but penance the reft of
one’s days.

CHAP
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C H A P. XIL
Of the temple of Tyre.

Y Shall pafs over in filence an infinite
number of trifling errors committed

by the fchoen fo enraged at my uncle;
but I beg, dear reader, that I may be
allowed to obferve to you, how evil-
minded heis. The abbé Bazin had faid,
that the temple of Hercules at Tyre,
was not one of the moft ancient temples.
The young ladies, who warm from the
comic opera, fing at fupper Mr. Collet’s
pretty airs; the young officers, and even
the counfellors of the grand chamber,
with Meflieurs the Farmers-general, and
all what is called good company at Paris,
are, perhaps, very little folicitous to
know in what year the temple of Her-
cules was built. My uncle knew it.
E3 His
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His implacable perfecutor goes no far-
ther than faying, that it was as old as the
city. This is no anfwer ; he thould have
told us in what year the city was built.
This is a very important obje& to the
prefent ftate of Europe. Thefe are the
words of the abbé Bazin :

s It is faid in the annals of China, that
the firft emperors facrificed in a temple.
That of Hercules at Tyre does not
feem to be the moft ancient, Hercu-
les was never confidered by any people
but as a fecond rate dlvxmty, never-
thelefs, the temple of Tyre is much
older than that of Judea. Hiram had
a very magnificent one, when Solo-
mon, with Hiram’s affiftance, built
his own. Herodotus, who travelled
among the Tyrians, fays, that in his
time, according to the archives of
Tyre, this temple had been built only
2,300 years.”

Hence it is evident, that the temple
of Tyre was antecedent to that of Solo-

mon
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mon only about a dozen years. ‘This
cannot be called very remote antiquity,
as all wife men muft agree. Alas! all
our antiquities are little more than yef-
terday : it is but 4,600 years fince a
temple was ereCted at Tyre. You are
fenfible, friendly reader, what a trifling
affair 4,600 years is in the whole revolu-
tion of ages, what a trifling affair we
are, and particularly how trifling an affair
is an imperious pedant.

As to the divine Hercules, god of
Tyre, who deflowered fifty damfels in
one night, my uncle calls him a fecond
rate god. Not that he could have met
with any other god of the Gentiles that
could have done more, but he had very
good reafons for believing, that all the
gods of antiquity, even thofe who were
majorum gentium, were only fecond rate
gods, over whom prefided the God who
formed and prefided over the univerfe,
the Deus optimus of the Romans, the

Knef of the Egyptians, the [Fabo of the
E 4 Phenicians,
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Phenicians, the Mitra of the Babylo-
nians, the Zeus of the Greeks, mafter
of the gods and men, the ¥ezad of the
ancient Perfians. My uncle, who was
an adorer of the Divinity, was well
pleafed to fee the univerfe adore one only
God, notwithftanding the abominable
fuperftition wherein all the ancient na<
tions, except the Chinefe, were ims
merfed.

CHAFR
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C H A P. XIL

Of the Chinefe.

HENCE arifes this implacable

fury of our adverfary againft the
Chinefe, and all the fenfible people of
Europe, who do juftice to them? The
Barbarian does not hefitate faying, that
little philofopbers only allow fuch a remote
antiquity to China, fo invalidate the Jerip-
ture.

What! was it to invalidate the fcrip-
ture, that the archbifhop of Navarette,
Gonzales de Mendoza, Hemmingius,
Louis de Gufman, Semmedo, and all the
miffionaries, without a fingle exception,
agree in thewing, that the Chinefe muft
have been united in a body as a people
for upwards of sooo years? What!
wag it to infult the chriftian religion,

that
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that latterly father Paremin fo evidently
refuted the chimera of a fuppofed colony
fent from Egypt to China? Shall we
never be tired at the extremity of our
weftern lands, to difpute with the people
of the Eaft their titles, arts, and coftoms?
My uncle was much irritated at this
kind of abfurd temerity. But how fhall
we reconcile the Hebrew text with the
Samaritan? In faith, faid my uncle, juft
as well as you can; but do not ridicule
the Chinefe ; let them remain in peace as
they do you.

Liften then, cruel foe, to my uncle ;
anfwer, if thou canft, the argument
which he fo vigoroufly maintained in his
pamphlet of eight volumes, upon gene-
ral hiftory. My uncle was as learned as
thou art ; but he was better learned, as
Montagne has it; or if thou wilt, he was
as ignorant as thou art, (for, in fa&,
what do we know ?) but he reafoned,
he did not compile. Here is a {pecimen

of his powerful reafoning, in the firlt
volume
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volume of that Effay upon Hiftory, where

he ridicules many hiftories.
¢ After all, of what confequence is it
whether thofe hiftories always compre-
hend an exact chronology ? I am will-
ing that we thould be ignorant of the
precife period in which Charlemain liv-
ed, as long as itis certain, that he made
vaft conquefts with great armies: it is
certain, that he muft have been born ia
a populous nation, formed into a body
of people by a long fucceflion of “ages.
Wherefore, then, as the Emperor Hiao,
who inconteftably lived upwards of 2,400
years before our @ra, conquered all the
country of the Corea, it cannot be doubt-
ed that his people were of the moft re-
mote antiquity. Moreover, the Chinefe
invented a cycle, a computation which
begins 2,602 years before oar own. Is
it for us to difpute with them a chrono-
logy univerfally received among themg
for us, who have ﬁxfy different fyftems to
reckon
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reckon ancient times, and therefore have
not a fingle one?

* Men do not multiply fo eafily as is
imagined. One third of the children born,
die before they attain their tenth year,
The calcolators upon the propagation of
the human fpecies have obferved, that
favourable circumftances muft occur for
a nation to increafe one twenticth part
in a century; and it frequently happens,
that the people diminifh inftead of in-
creafe. Learned chronologifts have cal-
culated, that a fingle family, after the
deluge, being conftantly employed in
population, and their children purfuing
the fame vocation, there were, at the
end of 250 years, more inhabirants than
now cover the earth. The Talmud and
the Thoufand and One Nights fall far
fhort of fuch abfurdity. Children are
not thus begot with the ftroke of a pen.
Obferve our colonies, obferve the im-
menfe archipelagos of Afia, which pro-
duce no emigrants ; the Maldivia, the

7 Philippine
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Philippine and Molucca iflands, have not
a Tufficient number of inhabitants., All
this is a freth proof of the very remote
antiquity of the population of China.”

No anfwer can be given to this, my
friend.

Again, my uncle reafoned in this
manner :  “ Abraham went into Egypt
with his wife to fetch corn in the year
faid to be the 19r7th before our =ra,
which makes juft 3714 years, being 428
years after the univerfal deluge. He
goes to find the king of Egypt; he meets
with kings every where, at Sodom, Go-
morrah, Gerar, Salem; Babel was al-
ready built 314 years before Abraham’s
journey into Egypt. Now, as there
were fo many kings, and as {uch fine
towers were ereCted, 1t is evident, that
many centuries muft have elapfed.” This
is what the abbé Bazin ftuck to, and
he left the reader to draw his ceaclu-
fions.

What



62 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE.

What a difcreet man was the abbé Ba~
zin ! likewife had he lived familiarly
with Jerome Clarre, Guillaume Vade, the
late Mr. Ralph, the author of Candide,
and feveral other great perfonages of this
century. Tell me who are thy compa-
nions, and I will tell thee who thou
art.

CHAP,
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C H A P. XIIL

Of India and of the Vedam.

HE abbé Bazin, before his death,

fent to the king’s library the moft
precious manufcript to be met with in
all the Eaft. It is an ancient commen-
tary of a Bramin named Shumonton, up-
on the Pedam, which was the facred book
of the ancient Brachmans. This manu-
{cript was inconteftably written at the
time when the ancient religion of the
Gymnofophifts began to be corrupted :
it is, after our holy books, the moft
refpectable monument of the belief of the
Unity of God; it is entitled, Ezour Ve-
dam, that is to fay, the true Vedam, the
Vedam explained, the pure Vedam. There
can be no doubt of its having been writ-
ten before Alexander’s expedition to In-

dia,
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dia, as long before Alexander, the ar.
cient Bramin or Abramin religion
had been corrupted by fuperftition and
fables. Thefe fuperftitions had even pe-
netrated into China, in the time of Con-
fucius, who lived about 300 years be-
fore Alexander. The author of the
Ezour Vedam combats all thefe fuper-
ftitions, which began to appear in his
time. Now, a great number of years
muft have been neceffary for their mak-
ing their way into India and China
wherefore, when we fuppofe that this
fcarce manufcript was written about 400
years before the conqueft of one part of
India by Alexander, we are not very
diftant from the truath.

Shumonton oppofes every kind of idola-
try, with which the Indians then began
to be infected; and what is very im-
portant is, that he repeats the very words
of the Vedam, of which no man in Eu-
rope was before acquainted with a fingle

paflage. Thefe then are the expreflions
of
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of the Vedam, attributed to Brama, and
quoted in the Ezour Vedam. It is the
Supreme Being that has created every thing,
the fenfible and the infenfible. There bave been
SJour different ages ; every thing perifhes at
the end of each age ; every thing is over flow-
ed, and the deluge is a paffage from one age
to another, &e.

When God exified alne, and no other
being exifled with bim, he formed the defign
of creating the world. He at JSirft created
time, then water and earth; and by the
mixture of the five elements, namely, earth,
water, fire, air, and light, he formed the
different bodies, and gave them earth for
their bafis. He made this globe we inba-
bit in an oval form like an egg. In the
center of the earth is the bigheft of all moun-
tains, named Meren (Imaiis). Adimo
(which was the name of the firft man) came
out of the bands of God. Pocriti was the
name of bis wife. Of Adimo was born
Brama, who was the legiflator of nations,

and the father of the Bramins.
¥ A
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A proof equally forcible, that this
book was written long before Alexander
is, that the names of the rivers and moun-
tains of India, are the fame as in the
Hanfcrit, which is the facred language
of the Bramins. We do not find in the
Ezour Vedam, one fingle name that the
Greeks gave to the countries they con-
quered. India is called Samboudipo,
the Ganges Zawoubi, mount Imaiis,
Merou, &c.

Our antagonift, jealous of the fervice
the abbé Bazin has done to letters, to
religion, and his country, leagues with
the moft implicable enemy of our dear
country, our letters, and our religion,
Doltor Warburton (become, I know not
how, bithop of Gloucefter) the commen-
tator of Shakefpear, and author of a deal
of lumber againft the immortality of the
foul, under the name of the Divine Le-
gation of Mofes. He quotes an objeCtion
of this brave heretical priet againft the
opinion of the «bbé Bazin, who was a

good
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good catholic, and againft convi&ion,
that the Exour Vedam was written before
Alexander. Here is the bifthop’s ob-
jection.

¢ This is as judicious as it would be to
obferve, that the annals of the Sara-
cens and the Turks were written be-
fore the conquefts of Alexander; be-
caufe we do not there find the names
which the Greeks gave to rivers, cities,
and countries, which they conquered in
Afia Minor; and that we only there
read the ancient names they bore from
primitive times. It never entered into
‘the head of this poet, that the Indians
and the Arabs could have exadlly the
fame defire to give the primitive names
to thofe places from whence the Greeks
had been driven.”

Woarburton knows as little of proba-
bility, as he does of politenefs. The
Turks and the modern Greeks are ftill
ignorant of the ancient names of the
country which the one inhabit as con-

Foa querors,
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querors, the others as flaves. Were we to
difcover an ancient Greek manufcript,
in which Stamboul was called Conftan-
tinople, the Almeidam Hippodroma, Scu-
tari the (uburbs of Caledonia, the Cape
of Faniffar: the Promontory of Sigea,
Cara Deugoes the Euvxine Sea, &c. we
fhould conclude, that this manufcript
was of an anterior date to Mahomet II.
and we fhould judge this manufcript to
be very ancient, if it contained only the
dogmas of the primitive church.

It is therefore very probable, that the
Brachman who wrote in the Samboudipo,
that is in India, wrote before Alexander,
who gave another name to the Sambou-
dipo; and this probability becomes a cer-
tainty, as this Brachman wrote in the time
of the firft corruption of his religion,
an epocha evidently antecedent to the
expedition of Alexander.

Warburton, fome of whofe errors the
abbé Bazin had corre@ed with his ufual

circumfpection, has taken his revengewith
all
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all the acrimony of pedantry. He has
imagined, according to ancient cuftom,
that doing injuries was reafoning ; and
he has purfued the abbé Bazin with fuch
tury, as hath made all England reproach
him with it. It is only neceflary to ap-
ply to afold member of the Englith par-
liament who has taken up his refidence
at Paris, to be acc'luainted with the cha-
rater of bifhop Warburton, the com-
mentator of Shakefpear, and the calum-
niator of Mofes : a proper judgment will
then be formed of this man; and we
fhall learn how the menof letters in Eng-
land, and particularly the celebrated
bifhop Lowth, have fupprefled his pride,
and confounded his errors.

F 3 CHAP.
%/’% 2l
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C H A P. XIV.
That the Fews bated all Nations.

HE author of the Supplement to

the Philofophy of Hiftory thinks
to confound the abbé Bazin, in repeat-
ing the atrocious injuries penned by War-
burton againft him, with refpect to the
Jews. My uncle was conneted with
the moft learned Jews of Afia. They
acknowledged to him, that their ancef’cofs
were commanded to look upon all na-
tions with horror; and, in fa@, amongft
all the hiftorians that have f{poken of
them, there is not one who has differed
with refpe& to this truth; and indeed,
let us take ever fo curfory a view of the
books of their laws, you will find, as in
the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy, be /s
conducted you with bis great power, to

exter=-
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exierminate af your entrance very great na-
Zioms.

Chapter VII. He will, by degrees, con-

Jume the nations before you; you cannot

exterminate them altogether, left the beafts
of the earth fhould multiply too fafl.

They will put their kings into your bhands.
You will deftroy even their name 5 nothing
can refift you.

We might meet with above a hundred
paffages that pointed out this abhor-
rence exprefled againft the people they
were acquainted with; they were not al-
lowed to eat with Egyptians, in the like
manner as the Egyptians were forbid to
eat with them. A Jew was defiled, and
would be to this day, if he had touched
a theep killed by a ftranger ; if he had
made ufe of a ftranger’s kettle. It is
therefore indubitable, that they were ne-
ceflarily by their law, the enemies of the
human race. According to Genefis in-
deed, all nations are defcended from one
common‘father. The Perfians, the Pheni-

Fg cians,
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cians, the Babylonians, the Egyptians, the
Indians, came from Noah as well as the
Jews; but what doth this prove, except
it be that the Jews hated their brothers?
The Englith are alfo the brothers of the
French. Does this confanguinity prevent
Warburton from hating us ? He even hates
his fellow-countrymen, ‘who do him fer-
vice.

He may, if he pleafe, fay that the
Jews hated only the idolatry of other
nations ; he does not abfolutely know
what he fays. The Perfians were not
idolaters, and they were the obje@ of
the Jews hatred. The Perfians adored
one fole God, and had at that time no
images. The Jews adored one only God,
and had images ; twelve oxen in the tem-
ple, and two cherubims in the Sanétum
SanCtorum. They were to look upon all
their neighbours as their enemies, as they
had been foretold, that they would go-
vern from one {ea to the other, and from
the banks of the Nile to thofe of the

Euy-
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Euphrates.. This extent of ground would
have compofed an immenfe empire.
Their law, by which they were promifed
this empire, neceflarily rendered them the
enemies of all the people who inhabited
from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean.
Their extreme ignorance did not allow
them to be acquainted with any other na-
tions ; and detefting all whom they‘knew,
they thought they detefted the whole
earth,

This is the exa& truth. Warburton
pretends to fay, that the abbé Bazin ex-
prefled himfelf in this manner, becaufe
a Jew, who he fays was a great gofiip,
formerly broke in the abbé Bazin’s debt.
It is true, that myuncle was a great fuf-
ferer by the failure of the Jew Médina;
but does this prevent Jothua's having
hanged thirty-one kings, according to'the
holy feripture ? Tatk Warburton, whether
we love the people we hang? Hang him.

CHAP,
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Of Warburton.

CONTRADICT a man who reckons
himfelf learned, and you may be
fure of drawing upon yourfelf volumes of
abufe. When my uncle heard that War-
burton, after having commented upon
Shakefpear, was commenting upon Mofes,
and that he had already produced two
large volumes to prove that the Jews,
inftructed by God himfelf, had no idea
either of the immortality of the foul,
nor of a judgment after death; this ap-
peared to him a monftrous enterprize,
as it did, indeed, to every timorous con-
{ience in England. He wrote his {enti-
ments to Mr. S. with his ufual modera-

tion. DMr. S.’s anfwer was as follows:

«SIR,
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“S1R,

¢ "Tisan undertaking wonderfully fcan-
dalous in a prieft, to endeavour to deftroy
the moft ancient and moft ufeful opinion
to men. It would have been much bet-
ter for Warburton to have commented
upon the Beggar’s Opera, after being a
very bad commentator of Shakefpear,
than to patch together fo much undigefted
and erroneous learning to deftroy reli-
gion. For, after all, our holy religion is
founded upon that of the Jews. If God
left the people of the Old Teftament
ignorant of the immortality of the foul,
and of rewards and punithments after
death, he has deceived his beloved peo-
ple: the Jewith religion is then falfe ; the
Chriftian, which is founded upon the
Jewith, has then nothing for its fupport
but a rotten trunk. What is the drift
of this daring man? Ido not know. He
flatters the miniftry ; and if he obtains a
bithopric, he will become a chriftian ; if
he does not obtain it, I know not what
he
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he will be. He has already written two
large volumes upon the legation of Mofes,
in which he has not faid one fyllable
about his fubject. This is like the chap-
ter of the boots, in which Montagne
treats of every thing except the boots; it
is a chaos of quotations, which afford no
fort of illuftration. He was fenfible of
the danger of his audacity, and he was
willing to hide it in the obfcurity of his
ftile. He fhews himfelf a little more
openly in his third volume : hereit is that
he heaps together all the paffages that
favour his impiety, and he lays afide all
thofe that fupport the common opinion.
He has recourfe to Job, who was no
Hebrew, for this equivocal paffage: As
the cloud is diffipated and wanifbes, fois
man in the grave, who never returns.
And this idle difcourfe of a poor woman
to David : We muft die; we are like wa-
ter [pread over the earth, which can mo
more be colleled together. And thefe verfes
of the eighty-eighth Pfalm: Thedead cannot

remember
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remember thee. Who can do you friendly
Serwices in the tomb 2 What will become of
my blood when I am put into the grave 2
Will the duft make vows to it 2 Will it
declare to it the truth 2 Wilt thou fhew
thy miracles to the dead? Will the dead
rife 2 Wilt thou have prayers from them?
The book of Ecclefiaftes (he fays, p. 170)
is ftill more pofitive. The living know
they are to die, but the dead know nothing;
there is no recompence jfor them, their wme-
mory perifbes for ever.
¢« Thus he lays Ezechias, Jeremiah, and
all that can favour his {yftem under con-
tribution.
<« This paflion for propagating the fatal
dogma of the mortality of the foul, has
united all the clergy againft him. He
trembled to think his patron, who thinks
like himfelf, had not fufficient intereft to
make him a bithop. What v as his next
ftep? To abufe all philofophers. Quis
tulerit Gracchos de_feditione querentes? He
raifed, with one hand, the flandard of
8 fana-
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fanaticifm, whilft with the other he dif-
played that of irreligion. By this means
he dazzled the court ; and whilft he really
teaches the mortality of the foul, feigning
afterwards to admit the immortality, he
will probably have the bithopric he defires,
With you every road leads to Rome ; and
with us, every road leads to a bifhopric.”
This is what Mr. S. wrote in 1758,
and all that he foretold has happened.
Warburton enjoys a good bifhopric, and
infults philofophers. Lowth has pul-
verifed his book; but this has not.di-
minifhed his audacity, for he endeavours
even to perfecute; and if he could, he
would imitate Peachum, in the Beggar’s
Opera, who has great pleafure in hanging
his accomplices. Moft hypocrites, like
cats, offer a velvet paw, and hide their
claws; but he fhews his in boldly raif-"
ing his head ; he has openly been an in-

former, and he would be a perfecutor.
The Englith philofophers reproachhim
with his extreme bad faith and pride;
the
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the Englith church looks upon him as a
dangerous man; men of letters, as a
writer without tafte or method, who can
only heap quotation upon quotation; po-
liticians, as a difturber of the peace, who,
if he could, would revive the ftar-cham-
ber. But he laughs at all this, and writes
about it, goddefs, and abour it.

Warburton will, perhaps, anfwer me,
and fay, he has only followed the opinion
of my uncle, and of feveral other learned
men, who have all acknowledged, that
the immortality of the foul is not exprefi-
ly mentioned in the Judaical law. This
is true, which none but the ignorant
doubt of, and which none but men of
bad faith pretend to doubt of; but the
pious Bazin faid, that this do&rine, with-
out which there is no religion, not being
explained in the Old Teftament, thould be
underftood ; that it is there virtually ex-
prefled ; and if we do not meet with it
totidem werbis, it is totidem literis; or, in
fine, if it be not there atall, it 1s not fora
bithop-to fay fo.

But
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But my uncle always has maintained
that God is good ; that he had given in-
telligence to thofe whom he has favoured,
and removed our ignorance : he never
endeavoured to perfecute any one; on
the contrary, he has written againft in-
tolerance the moft decent, the moft
circumf{pe¢t, the moft chriftian, and the
moft pious book that hath been pro-
duced fince the time of Thomas 3 Kem-
pir. My uncle, though fomewhat dif-
pofed to raillery, was kneaded with foft«
nefs and indulgence. He wrote feveral
theatrical pieces in his youth, whilft War-
burton was only capable of being the com-
mentator of comedy. When any of my
uncle’s pieces were hifled, he hiffed with the
audience. If Warburton has printed Wil-
liam Shakefpear with notes, abbé Bazin has
likewife printed Peter Corneille with notes.
If Warburton governs one church, the
abbé Bazin has built another, which does
not indeed vie with the magnificence of
M. le Franc Pompignan, but is never-
thelefs very neat. In a word, I fhall al-
ways be on my uncle’s fide.
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Conclufion of the preceding chapters.

VERY body knows the judicious
reply of a coachman to a waterman,

¢ If youfay that my coach is a rafcal, Ifay
your boat is a villain.” The waterman
who wrote againft my uncle, has found
in me a coachman who drives him at a
great rate. 'Thefe are fome of thofe lite-
rary complaints, of which too many
examples cannot be given, in order to
train youth to politenefs, and the bon-zon.
But I prefer Montaigne’s apothegm, Do
not confider who is the moft learned, but who
is the beff learned, to this coachman’s
fmart repartee. Science does not confift
in repeating by chance what others have
faid; to ftitch 2 Hebrew paffage, which
one does not underftand, to a Greek paf-
G fage
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fage but little underftood; to give in
a new 12mo, what we found in a folio ;
to cry out,

Nous redigeons au long de point en point

Cequ’on penfa, mats nous nepenfons point *.

The real learned man is he who has
trained his mind only by good books, and
has been able to contemn bad authors;
who knows how to diftinguifh truth from
falfehood, and probability from chimera;
whojudges of a people more by their man-
ners than their laws, becaufe the laws

may be good, and the manfers bad. He
docs not fupport an incredible faét by the
authority of an ancient writer. He may,
if he will, fet forth the little faith
that 1s due to this author, by the
interet he had, and the tafte of his
ccuntry for the fabulous: he may
even prove, that this author is only an

imaginary being. Bat what determines

¥ ¢ \Ve revife and correét every punétum and

comma in others thought: ; but we do not trouble
ourfelves to think.”

him
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him the moft, is when the book is full of
extravagance ; he then reje@s it, and
confiders it with contempt, let it have
been written at what time, or by whom-~
{oever.

If he finds in Titus Livius, that an
Augur cut a flint with arazor, in the pre-
fence of a ftranger named Lucumon, be-
come king of Rome; he will fay, that
Titus Livius has either written nonfenfe,
or Lucumon Tarquin and the Augur
‘were two knaves, who impofed upon the
people, in order to govern them more
eafily. Ina word, the fool copies, the
pedant quotes, and the man of learning
judges.

M. Toxotes, who copies and quotes,
but is incapable of judging; who can utter
nothing but the infults of a waterman,
againft a man whom he never faw; hath,
then, had to do with a coachman, who
gives him the proper chaftifement of the
whip which he deferved; and the lafth
has fprinkled Warburton with bleod.

G2 The
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The only chagrin I feel upon this oc-
cafion, is, nobody will read the Diatribe of
M. Toxotes*, very few will read the anfwer
of the abbé Bazin’s nephew : the fubjed&
is, neverthelefs, interefting, as it relates
to nothing lefs than the ladies and little
boys of Babylon, the goats of Mendes,
Warburton and the immortality of the
foul. But all thefe objects are exhaufted.
There are fo many books, that reading is
out of fafhion. I compute, that there
are at leaft twenty thoufand theets 2
month printed in Europe. I, though
a great reader, do not read the fortieth
part; how much, then, does the reft of
mankind read? 1 wxfh from the bottom
of my heart, that the conclave of cardinals
would return me thanks, for having ana-
thematized an Englith bithop ; that the
Ewmprefs of Ruflia, the King of Peland, the
King of Pruffia, the Hofpodar of Vala-

# Toxotes is a Greck word, that fignifies a
bailitf's follower.

O chia,
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chia, and the Grand Vizir, paid me fome
compliments upon my pious tendernefs
towards my uncle, who was well known
to them. But they will not fay a fylla-
ble to me about it, unlefs they are ac-
quainted with my quarrel. I may con-
tinue protefting in the face of the whole
world, that M. Toxotes does not know
what he is talking about; but I fhall be
afked, who is M. Toxotes ? and then no
body attends to me. I obferve in the

bitternefs of my heart, that all literary
difputes have a like fate. The world

has become quite lukewarm ; a piece of
nonfenfe can nolonger be celebrated; it is
ftified the next day by a hundred other
nonfenfical produétions, which are ob-
liged to make way, in turn, for others.
The Jefuits are happy ; they will be long
fpoken of from Rochelle to Macao. Vani-
tas vanitatum.

G 3 CHAP.
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C H A P. XVIL

Upon Warburton's modefly, and bis Anti-
mofaical fyftem.

HE nature of man is fo weak,

and there are fo many purfuits in

life, that in fpeaking of this dear War-

burton, I have forgot to obferve, how

pernicious this bifhop would be to the

chritian religion, and indeed to all re-

ligion, if my uncle had not oppofed his
boldrefs with fo much vigour.

The ancient fages, fays Warburton *,
thoughr it legal and ufeful to the public to
Jpeak the contrary of what they thought.

+ Utility, and not truth, was the intent
of religion.

A whole chapter is taken wup to
ftrengthen this {yftem, by all the exam-
ples which he can colle&.

* Vol. ii. p. 89. + Vol. i. p. 87.
Obferve,
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Obferve, that in order to prove that
the Jews were a nation inftructed by God
himfelf, he fays, that the doérine of
the immortality of the foul, and of a
judgment after death, is abfolutely ne-
ceflary, and that the Jews were ignorant
of it. Al mankind, fayshe, and fpecially
the moft learned nations, and the greatefd
Jages of antiquity, are agreed in this prin-
ciple *,

What horror, and what miftakes, dear
reader, are there in thefe few words,
which are the fubje&t of this book ! If
the whole univerfe, and particularly the
wifeft and moit learned nations, believed
in the immortality of the foul ; the Jews,
who did not believe it, muft then have been
only afavage infenfible people, not guided
by God. How horrid this is for a prieft,
who infults poor laymen ! Alas! what
would he not have faid againft a layman,
who advanced the fame propofition; but
it is, neverthelefs, erroneous. For, at

* P. og1.
G4 the
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the time when the Jews were nothing but
an itinerant crew, wandering in the defarts
of Arabia, it cannot be proved that all
the other nations of the earth believed in
the immortality of the foul, The abbé
Bazin was, indeed, perfuaded that this
opinion was received amongft the Chal-
deans, the Perfians, and Egyptians, that
is to fay, adopted by the philofophers of
thofe nations; but it is certain, that the
Chinefe were entirely ignorant of it; and
that 1t is not mentioned in the five kings,
which were many ages antecedent to the
period when the Jews inhabited the de-
ferts of Oreb and Cades Barnea.

How then could this Warburton, in
advancing things fo falfe and dangerous,
attack the philofophers, and particular-
ly the abbé Bazin, whofe opinion he
ought to have {ought for ?

You muft attribute, my brethren, this
want of juft inference only to vanity. It
1s vice that makes us a@ againft our in-
tereft.  Reafon fays, We undertake a

difficult
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difficult enterprife ; let us have partizans.
Self-love declaims, Crufh every thing to
reign. We believe in felf-love; and at
length we finith by being crufhed our-
felves.

I fhall add to this fhort appendix, that
the abbé Bazin is the firft who has prov-
ed that the Egyptians are a very modern
people, though they be of more ancient
date than the Jews. No man of letters
has oppofed the reafon he has given,
becaufe a country that is overflowed
four months in the year, after being in-
terfected by canals, muft have been in-
undated eight months in the year before
thefe drains were cut. Now, a country
that is always overflowed is uninhabita-
ble, and confequently many ages were
neceffary to form Egypt.

Confequently, the Syrians, the Babylo-~
nians, the Perfians, the Indians, the Chi-
nefe, the Japonefe, &c. muft have been
formed as bodies of people, before Egypt

could
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could have been made a place of tolerable
habitation.

From this truth, the reader may draw
what conclufion he pleafes. But are
there many people who trouble their
heads about Egyptian antiquity ?

CHAP.
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C H A P. XVIL
Of men of different colours.

Y duty compels me to fay, that

the abbé Bazin admired ‘the E-

ternal Wifdom in that profufion of va-
rieties with which it has f{pread our lit-
tle globe. He never thought that En-
glith oyfters were engendered by the cro-
codiles of the Nile; or that the gilliflowers
of the Molucca iflands derived their
origin from the firs of the Pyrences. He
held in equal refpect the beards of the ori-
entals, and the chins, ever divefted of
hair, which God has given the Ameri-
cans. The partridge eyes of the Albinoes,
their hair, which refembles the fineft
white filk, the dazzling whitenefs of
their fkins, their long ears, and low fta-
ture, of about three feet and a half in
8 height,
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height, gave him extatic raptures, when
he compared them with the neighbour-
ing negroes, who have woolly heads, and
a beard upon their chins, which God has
refufed the Albinoes. He bad feen red and
copper coloured men ; he had handled the
apron of the Hottentots, which hangs
from the navel half way down the
thighs. ¢ What a profufion of riches! he
cried. Oh nature! how fruitful art
thou !

I am alfo glad to have an opportunity
of revealing, in this place, to the five or
fix readers who may chufe to be ac-
quainted with this Diatribe, that the abbé
Bazin has been violently attacked in a
journal ftiled Oeconomigue, which I have
hitherto purchafed, but fhall no longer.
I have been fenfibly affli¢ted, that this jour-
nal-writer thould, after having given me
an infallible recipe againft bugs and mad-
nefs; and after having taught me, in a
moment, to extinguith a chimney on fire,

exprefs
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exprefs himfelf with the cruelty he does
towards the abbé Bazin.

¢« The opinion of the abbé Bazin (he
fays) who believes, or pretends to believe,
that there are feveral {pecies of men, is
as abfurd as that of fome Pagan philofo-
phers, who have fuppofed there are black
and white atoms, the fortuitous junétion
whereof has produced a variety of men
and animals.”

The abbé had in his travels feen part
of the reticulum mucofum of a negro,
which is entirely black; this is a fa&
known to all the anatomifts of Europe.
Whoever is inclined to difle& a negro (I
mean after he is dead) will find this mu-
cus membrane to be as black as ink from
head to foot. Now, if this #ez is black
in negroes, and white in us, this confti-
tutes a {pecific difference. Now a
fpecific difference between two races eer-
tainly forms two different races. This
hath no fort of analogy with the black,

white
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white, and red atoms of Anaxagoras, whe
lived about two thoufand three hundred
years before my uncle.

There lived not only negroes and Al-
binoes, whom he very carefully examined,
but there alfo lived four red men, who
came into Francein theyear 1725. The
fame journal-writer has denied him thefe
red men. He avers, that the inhabitants
of the Caribbee iflands are onlyred, when
they are fpainted. We plainly fee, that
this man has never travelled in America.
I will not pretend to fay that my uncle
ever was there ; but here is the copy of
a letter which I have juft received from
a man who refided a long time at Guada-
loupe, in quality of a king’s officer.

There really are at Guadalope, in a cer-
tain part of Grand Terre, called the Pifto-
let, belonging to the parifb of L’ Anfe Ber-
trand, five or fix Caribbee familits, whofe

Srin is of the colour of our red copper : they
are well made, and have long hair; 1 have

Jeen them twice.  They are governed by
their
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their own laws, and are not chriftians. Allthe
inhabitants of the Caribbees are reddifh, &c.
Signed, Riev, May 20. 1767.”

The Jefuit Laffiteau, who had alfo
lived among the Caribbeans, agrees,
that thefe people are red *;‘but like a
judicious man, he attributes this colour
to their mothers paffion of painting
them{elves red ; as he attributes the co~
our of the negroes to the tafte of the
ladies of Congo and Angola, to paint
themfelves black. Thefe are the remark-
able words of the Jefuit.

¢« This general tafte in the whole na-
tion, and the continual fight of fimilar
objects, muft neceffarily have made an
impreflion on pregnant women, like
rods of different colours upon Jacob’s
lambs; and this muft have contributed,
in the firft inftance, to have made the one
black by nature, and the others reddifh,
as they are to this day.”

* Manners of the Savages, p, 68. vol. i.

Add
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Add to this forcible reafon, that the
Jefuit Laffiteau is of opinion, that the
Caribbeans are defcended in a right line

from the people of Caria, and you muft
acknowledge thisis powerful reafoning, as
the abbé Grizel fays.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XIX.

Of mountains and fhells.

Will ingenuoufly acknowledge, that
my uncle had the misfortune to be
of an oppofite opinion to that of a great
naturalift ; who has imagined, that moun-
tains were formed by the fea; that after
it had formed them by its flux and reflux,
it covered them with its waves, and left
them perfectly cemented by its petrified
fith.
¢ My dear nephew, faid he, thefe are
my reafons. 1ft, If the fea had at firft,
by its flux, formed a fmall mountain of
{ome feet of fand, from the place where
at prefent ftands the Cape of Good
Hope to the laft branches of Mount
Imaus, or Merou; 1 very much fear, that
H the
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the reflux would have deftroyed what the
flux had formed.

< 2, The flux of the ocean has certainly
heaped up, in a long fucceffion of time,
the fands which form the Downs of Dun-
kirk ahd England ; but it could never
create rocks ; and thefe Downs have very
little elevation.

¢ 3. If in fix thoufand years time, it
has raifed hills of fand forty feet perpen-
dicular, it muft have required thirty
millions of years to form the higheft
mountain of the Alps, which is twenty
thoufand feet high: this is fuppofing too
there were no obftacles to this operation,
and that fand was always ready at hand.

« 4. How could the flux of the fes,
which, at moft, never rifes above eight
feet high upon our coafts, have form-
ed mountains twenty thoufand feet high?
and how muft it have covered them
to leave fith upon the fummits ?

““ 5. How muft the tide and currents
have formed chains of mountains, almoft

circular,
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circular, fuch as thofe which circum-
feribe the kingdom of Cachemire, the
Great Dutchy of Tufcany, Savoy, and
the country of Vaud?

“ 6. If the fea were for a number of ages
above the mountains, all the reft of the
globe muft neceflarily have been covered
with another ocean equal in height,
otherwife the waters muft have fallen
again by their own weight. Now, an
ocean that for fo many ages covered the
mountains of the four parts of the world,
muft have been equal to above forty of
our prefent oceans: fo that thirty-nine
oceans muft neceflarily have vanithed
fince the time thofe gentlemen pretend
petrified fea-fith were to be found upon
the fummit of the Alps and Mount
Ararat.

¢« 7. Confider, my dear nephew, -that
according to this fuppofition, of moun-
tains being formed and covered by the
fea, our globe muft have been inhabited
by nothing but fith. This, I believe, is

H2 the



the opinion of Teliamed. It is difficule
to comprehend how porpoifes could have
produced men.

«8. It is evident, thatif, by an impoffi-
bility, the fea had for a long time cover-
ed the Pyrences, the Alps, and the Cau-
cafus, there would have been no fweet
water for the two-footed animals and
quadrupeds. The Rhine, the Rhone,
the Soane, the Danube, the Po, the Eu-
phrates, the Tyber, whofe fprings I have
feen, owe their water to nothing but
fnow and rain, which fall upon the fum-
mits of thefe rocks. Thus you fee all
nature explodes this opinion.

9. Never lofe fight of that great truth.
Nature never belies itfelf. All {pecies
ever remain in the fame fituation.  Ani-
mals, vegetables, minerals, metals, every
thing is invariable in this great va-
riety. Every thing preferves its eflence.
The effence of the earth is to have moun-
tains, without which it would be divefted
of rivers ; wherefore it is impoffible that

moun-
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mountains thould not be equally ancient
as the earth., One might as well fay,
that our bodies had been for a long time.
without heads. I know that much is
faid about fhells. I have ebferved them,
as well as others. The fteep banks of
fomerivers and lakes are embroidered with
them ; but I never obferved, that they
were the fpoils of fea-monfters; they
rather refemble the torn coats of mufcles,
and other fmall thell-fithes, which in-
habit rivers and lakes. There are fome
which are apparently nothing but talc,
which hath taken different forms. In a
word, there are a thoufand earthly pro-
du&ions, that are taken for marine pro-
du&ions.

“I do not deny, that the fea had ad-
vanced thirty or forty feet upon the con-
tinent, and that colle&ions of earth had
forced it to retire. I know that it for-
merly wafthed Ravenna, Aigues-mor-
tes, Alexandria, Rofetta, and that it is at
prefent at a great diftance from them. But

H3 becaufe
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becaufe it has by turns inundated and
cetired from fome leagues of earth, we
muft not conclude from thence, that it
was the fame every where. The petri-
fications about which there is fo much
talk, thefe pretended medals of the
length of its reign, are to me very fuf-
picious. I have feen above a thoufand
Ammons-horns in the fields towards the
Alps. I never could conceive that they
formerly inclofed an Indian fith called a
Nautilus, which, by the bye, does not
exift at all. They appeared to me mere
foffils turned in voluta; and I have been
no more tempted to believe they were
the habitation of fith of the fea of Surat,
than I was to take the conchi Veneris
for chapels of Venus, and the ftarry-
ftones for ftars themfelves. 1 have
thought with feveral good obfervers,
that nature, inexhauftible in her works,
might very well form a great quantity of
foflils, which we erroneoufly fuppofe to
be marine productions. If the fea had

n
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in a fucceflion of ages formed mountains
and beds of earth and fhells, we thould
find thefe beds from one end of the earth
to the other; and this certainly is not
true, the chain of high mountains in
America being entirely unfurnithed with
them. Do you know what anfwer is
made to this dreadful objection? They wiil
be found one day. Let us then wait till
they are found.

“ 1 am even tempted to believe, that
the famous Fallun of Touraine is nothing
but a fpecies of mineral; for if it were
a real colle&ion of the fhells of fifh,
which the fea had gradually depofited in
beds in this canton, in the courfe of about
forty or fifty centuries, how came it not
to leave as much in Brittany and Nor-
mandy? Certainly, if it inundated Tou-
raine for fo long a time, by a more for-
cible reafon, it muft have covered the
country beyond it. Why then fhould
thefe fuppofed fhells appear in only one

Hy4 diftrict
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diftri@ of a fingle province? Let this
difficulty be anfwered.

‘¢ T'have met with petrifications ina
hundred places ; I have feen fome oyfter-
fhells petrified a hundred leagues from
the fea. But I have alfo feen twenty
feet deep Roman money, and the
rings of knights, upwards of nine hun-
dred miles from Rome ; and I did not
conclade, that thefe rings, and this {pe-
cies of gold coin, were fabricated here.
Neither did T fay thefe oyfters were born
here; but that travellers had brought
hither rings, money, and oyfters.

< When I read, forty years ago, that
‘Syrian fhells had been found upon the
Alps, Ifaid, I own fomewhat in raille-
ry, that thefe fhells were probably
brought there by Pilgrims, upon their re-
turn from Jerufalem, M. de Buffon re-
proved me very fmartly in his Theory
of the Earth, P. 281. 1 did not chufe
to quarrel with him about a few fhells;
but I fill preferved my opinion, becaufe

i
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it was to me evidently impoffible that
the fea thould form mountains. People
may tell me that porphyry is formed of
bears briftles; I will believe them when I
find that white marble is made of oftrich
feathers.

¢ Some years fince, an Irithman, fe-
cretly a Jefuit, by name Needham,
who faid he had excellent microfcopes,
fancied, by their affiftance, he perceiv-
ed eels, which he had created by the in-
fufion of corn fhaken in bottles. No
fooner had this notion got wind, but
other philofophers were perfuaded, that
if a Jefuit could create eels without feed,
men might be formed in the fame man-
ner. The hand of a great Demiurgos is
no longer neceflary ; the Author of na-
ture is of no efficacy. If coarfe flour
can produce eels, a finer flour will pro-
duce monkies, men, and affes. The feed
is ufelefs; every thing will grow {pon-
taneoufly. Upon this fuppofed experi-

ment a new univerfe is conftructed, in
the
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the fame manner as a new world wag
formed a hundred years ago, with a
fubtle, globulous, and fpicey matter. A’
wag, who did not reafon amifs, faid the
eel was under the rock, and falfehood
would foon appear. In fa&, it foon was
proved, that the eels were nothing more
than corrupted parts of the flour that
fermented, and the new world difap-
peared.

« It was fo formerly. Worms were
formed in corrupted meat expofed to the
air ; thefe philofophers did not fufpect
that thefe worms might arife from flies,
who depofited their eggs upon this meat,
and that thefe eggs became worms before
they had wings. Cooks locked up their
meat in fafes made of cloth, no worms
then appeared, and a ftop was put to the
generation of corruption.

« I have fometimes oppofed fuch like
chimeras, and particularly that of the
Jefuit Needham. One of the great con-
veniencies of this world is, that every

one
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one may have his own opinion with-
out difturbing the tranquillity of fociety.
I may efteem M. Guignes’s extenfive eru-
dition, without facrificing to him the
Chinefe, whom I fhall ever believe were
the firft civilized nation upon earth, after
the Indians. I know how to do juftice
to M. Buffon’s great knowledge and ge-
nius ; though I am at the fame time
flrongly perfuaded, that mountains are
of as early a date as our globe and all
other things, and without believing in
the organic molecule. 1 may acknow-
ledge that the Jefuit Needham, luckily
difguifed as a layman, was poffefizd of
microfcopes; but I would not pretend
to wound him, in doubting that he had
created eels of flour.

««I preferve the {pirit of charity towards
all the learned till fuch time as they in-
fult me, or they play me fome bad trick ;,
for man is framed in fuch a2 manner that
he does not like to be teazed and tor-
mented, If I have been fomewhat plea-

fant
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fant, and formerly difpleafed a Laponian
philofopher, who wanted to make a hole
to the center of the earth, to have the
brains of giants anatomized to be ac-
quainted with the effence of thought,
the foul to be exalted to foretel events,
and patients to be anointed with pitch;
the truth is this, the Laponian moft
horribly molefted me; yet I very fer-
vently prayed for forgivenefs for having
ridiculed him ; for we thould not afHi&
our neighbour : this is being wanting in
univerfal juftice. In other refpe@s, I
have always taken the parts of poor au-
thors, when they have been unjuftly per-
fecuted : for inftance, when the writers
of a ditionary of twenty volumes in fo-
lio, have been juridically accufed of
compofing this dictionary, in order to
encreafe the price of provifions, I havs
loudly complained of this injuftice.”
This difcourfe of my good uncle made
the tears of affeGion trickle down my
cheeks.
CHAP,
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C HA P XX

Of the tribulations incident to poor men of
letters.

HEN my uncle had thus mol-
‘ lified me, I took the liberty of
telling him, ¢ You have run a very diffi-
cultcourfe: I am fenfible that it were bet-
ter to be a receiver of the finances, a
farmer-general, or a bithop, than a man
of letters; for, in fine, when you firft
taught the French, that the Englith and
the Turxs gave their children the fmall-
pox to preferve them fromit, you know
that all the world laughed at you; fome
faid you was a heretic, others a Muffui-
man. It was ftill worfe when you en-
deavoured to explain the difcoveries of
Newton, which the /7¢/h {chools had

nct
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not yet heard of; you were confidered
as the enemy of France. You ventured
to write fome tragedies: Zara, Oreftes,
Semiramis, Mahomet, were damned up-
on their firft reprefentation. Do you
recolle®, my dear uncle, how your
Adelaide Duguenlin was hifled from one
end of the houfe to the other ? How plea-
fant it was ! I was prefent at the fall of
Tancred ; they faid, with tears and
groans, This poor man never wrote any
thing fo bad.

¢« You were attacked at different times
in about feven hundred and fifty pam-
phlets ; wherein fome faid, in order to
prove that your Merope and Alzira were
deteftable tragedies, that your father,
who was my grandfather, was a peafant ;
and others, that he was invefted with
the dignity of turn-key to the parlia-
ment of Paris; an important poft in the
ftate, but which I never before heard of,
and which befides had very little connéc-

tion with Alzira and Merope, or indeed
with
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with the reft of the univerfe, which all
manufaurers of pamphlets, as you have
faid, fhould keep in view.

«¢ That excellent book entitled (Les Hom-
mes) Men, was attributed to you (though
neither you nor Iknow what fort of abook
it is) and feveral other immortal poems ¢
fuch as the Candle of Arras, the Hen to
my Aunt, the fecond volume of Candide,
and the olly Fellow Marthew. How
many anonymous letters have you re-
ceived ? How many times have you been
told in writing, Give me fome money, or
I will write a pamphlet againft you. Have
not even thofe who have partook of your
charity, teftified their gratitude by fome
very cutting fatire ?

«« Having thus gone through all the
proofs, tell me, I befeech you, my dear
uncle, which are the moft implacable
enemies, the loweft, moft infamous, and
the moft capable of hurting in the repub-
lic of letters ?”

‘The good abbé Bazin anfwered me

2 with
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with afigh, “ My nephew, after the The.-
ologians, the moft blood-thriﬁy dogs
are the Echoes, .and after thefe come.
the theatrical cabalifts. As to hiftori-
cal and phyfical critics, they make but
very little noife. Be fure you in parti~
cular avoid the trade of Sophocles and
Euripides, unlefs you write your trage-
dies in Latin, like Grotius, who has left
us thofe fine pieces, quite unknown, of
Adam driven out of Paradife, Patient Je~
fus, and of Jofeph, under the name of
Sofonfone, which he takes to be an
Egyptian word.”

<¢ And why, uncle, would you not have
me write tragedies, if I have a genius.
for it? Every man may learn Latin or
Greek, geometry or anatomy; every
man may write hiftory, but you know
we very feldom meet with a good poet.
Would it not be mighty agreeable to
make fome fine fonorous verfes, in which
des beros deplorables would rhime with

des exemples memorables : Again, les forfaits
& les
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& les crimes with les coeurs magnani-
mes; and Jes jufles dieux with les ex-
ploits glorieux 2 An imperious arefs
would bellow forth this bombaft, and
gain the applaufe of two hundred
apprentices and journeymen ; and after it
was over, fhe would tell me, Had it
not been for me your piece had been
hifled: to me then you owe your fame.
It muft be acknowledged, that fuch
fuccefs is enough to turn one’s brain,
when we are fired with a noble emula-
tion.”

T agree, my dear nephew, replied the
abbé Bazin, that nothing can be finer;
but do you recollet how the author of
Cinna, who taught the nation how to
think and exprefs themfelves, was treat-
ed by Claveret, Chapelain, Scuderi, go-
vernor of Notre Dame de l1a Garde, and
by the abbé d’Aubignac, chaplain to
the king.

‘¢ Confider that the preacher who is the
authorf'pf the worft modern tragedy ex-

I tant,
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tant, and what is ftill more ridiculous,
it is in profe, calls Corneille a black-
guard : this preacher fays, he is only fit
to affociate with the porters at the play-
houfe doors ; Corneille is always frolding
and [neering, without [aying any thing
worth repeating. Such are the honours
paid to the man who refeved France
from barbarity; he was reduced, for
mere {ubfiftence, to receive a penfion
from cardinal Richelieu, whom he calls
bis mafter. He was forced to folicit
the protection of Montauron, to dedi-
cate Cinna to him, and to compare, in
his dedication, Moantauron to Auguf-
tus; and Montauron had even the pre-
ference.

¢« John Racine; who equalled Virgil
for the harmony and beauty of his
language, and was fuperior to Euripi-
des and Sophocles ; Racine, the truly
fentimental poet, and who is the more
{ublime for never being fo but at

proper
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proper times ; Racine, the only tragic
poet of his time, whofe genius  was
guided by tafte; Racine, the firft man
of the age of Lewis XIV. for the fine
arts, and the eternal glory of France,
has. he undergone lefs difguft and
opprobrium ? Were not all his ca-
pital pieces turned into ridicule, at
that farcical-booth called the Italian
Opera.

«“ Was not Vife, the author of the
Mercure Galant, his conftant foe ? Did
not Subligni attempt to turn him inte
ridicule? Were not various parties raif-
ed to depreciate his works ? Had he not
inceffant foes, till at length the Jefuit La
Chaife made the king fufpet him of
Janfenifm.

“The fathion now, nephew, is not
to accufe people of Janfenifm ; but
if you have the misfortune to write for
the ftage and fucceed, you will be accuf-

ed of Athelfm.”
12 Thele



116 DEFENCE or MY UNCLE.

Thefe words of my uncle remain-~
ed graven in my heart. I had al-
ready begun a tragedy; I threw it in-
to the fire; and I advife every one fran-
tic enough to woo Melpomene to do
the fame.

CHAP
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RSOGO

CHAUP XXIL

Of the fentiments of Theologians with re-
gard to the late abbé Bazin.
Of the juftice ke did antiquity ; and of four
Diatribes compofed by bim on the oc-
cafion,

HE better to illuftrate the piety

and equity of the abbé Bazin, I

am glad of this opportunity to publifh
in this place four Diatribes in his way,
written only for private amufement.
The firft is upon caufes and effects. The
fecond treats of Sanchoniaton, one of the
moft ancient writers who fook pen in hand
foberly to write nonfenfe. 'The third
is upon Egypt, which he confidered of
but little importance (I do not mean he
confidered his Diatribe of little impor-
tance, but Egypt). In the fourth he
ireats of an ancient people, whofe nofes
I3 were
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were cut off, and who were fent into the
defert. This laft tucubration is very cu-
rious and very inftruive.

DIATRIBE L

By the AsBE BazIN.
Upon the primary caufe.

ONE day as the young Madetes was
walking towards the Pyrean gate, he
met Plato, whom he had never feen be-
fore. Plato finding him to have a hap-
py phyfiognomy, joined converfation with
him ; he found him poffeffed of a great
fhare of good fenfe. Madetes had been
inftruGed in the Belles Lettres; but he
was utterly ignorant as to phyfics, geo-
metry, and aftronomy. He neverthelefs
owned to Plato that he was an Epi-
curean,

““ My fon, faid Plato to him, Epicurus
was a very honeft man; he lived and
died like a fage ; his voluptuoufnefs,

8 which
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which has been fo differently reprefent-
ed, confifted in avoiding excefles: he
recommended friendthip to his difciples,
and never was a precept better obferved.
I have as high an opinion of his philo-
fophy as of his manners. Are you deep-
ly acquainted with the doctrine of Epi-
curus ’  Madetes ingenuoufly anfwered,
that he had not ftudied him. <« All I
know, faid he, is, that the gods never
interfered with any thing, and that the
principles of all things is in the atoms,
which have arranged themfelves fo, that
they have produced this world in the
manner we fee it.”

‘PrLaTo.

¢« Thus then, my fon, you do not be-
lieve that any Intelligence has prefided
ever this univerfe, in which there are fo
many intelligent beings ? Will you pleafe
to tell me your reafon for adopting this

philofophy #”
14 MADETES.
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MADETES.

¢ My reafon is, that I have always heard
my friends fay fo to one another, and
their miftreffes with whom I fup; and I
agree very well with their atoms. T ac-
knowledge to you, Iknow nothing about
the matter; but this do&rine appeared to
me as good as any other ; and we muft
adopt fome opinion when we keep good
company. I have been very defirous of
gaining inftruction, but it has hitherto
sppeared to me much eafier to think
without knowledge.”

Plato faid to him: <« If you are de-
firous of being enlightened, I am a ma-
gician, and will thew you fome very ex-
traordinary things. Be fa good only as to
accompany me to my country houfe,
which is about five hundred paces from
hence, and you will not repent you were
fo complaifant.” Madetes followed him
with tranfport. As foon as they arrived
Plato thewed him a fkeleton : the young

man
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man fhrunk back with terror at this fpec-
tacle, which was fo new to him. Plato
addrefled him in thefe terms:

«¢ Attentively confider this horrid form,
which feems the refufe of nature, and
judge of my art by my operations on this
unformed mafs, which appears to you fo
hideous. ‘ »

< In the firft place, you obferve that
kind of ball, which feems to crown this
fhocking jumble. I fhall, by fpeaking,
infert in the hollow of this ball, a foft
pithy fubftance, divided into a thoufand
{mall ramifications, which 1 fhall caufe
to defcend imperceptibly along that kind
of knotty ftick which joins to this ball,
and which terminates with a point in
the hollow. I fhall apply a tube to the
fummit of this ftick, through which the
air is communicated by a fucker that
inceffantly plays; and you will prefently
fee this fabric move by itfelf.

¢ As to all thofe unformed particles
which appear to you like fragments of

rotten
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rotten wood, and which feem equally.
deftitute of utility, ftrength, and grace,
as foon as I {peak, they will begin to
move, by kinds of cords of an inconceive-
able ftructure. I f(hall place in the
midft of thefe cords, an infinite number
of canals filled with a liquor, which, by
pafling through fieves, will change into
various liquors, and will circulate
through the whole machine twenty times
in an hour. The whole is to be covered
with a white, pithy, fine ftuff. Each
part of this machine will have a peculiar
movement, that it will not fail perform-
ing. I will place between thefe femi-
hoops, which feem to be of no ufe, 2
large refervoir, nearly refembling s pine-
apple. This refervoir will contract and
dilate itfelf every moment with furprif-
ing velocity. It will change the colour
of the liquor that paffes through the
whole machine. Not far from this, I
will place a bag perforated in two places,

refembling the Danaides tun, which
will
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will inceflantly fill and empty itfelf; but
it will not fill itfclf with'any thing but
what is neceflary, and will avcid only
what is fuperfluous. This machine will
be fuch an aftonithing chemical laboratory,
{uch an elaborate work of mechanifm and
hydraulics, that thofe who ftudy it will
never be able to comprehend it. Small
motions will produce in it prodigious
ftrength; it will be impoffible for hu-
man art to imitate the powers that dire&
this automaton. But what will furprife
you ftill more is, that this automa-
ton approaching a figure nearly fimilar,
a third figure will be formed. Thefe
machines will have ideas; they will rea-
fon, they will fpeak like you, they will
be able ta meafure the earth and heavens.
But I will not let you fee this cu-
riofity, unlefs you promife, that after you
have feen it, you will acknowledge I have
great fenfe and power.”

MADETES.
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MADETES.

< Ifthething be really fo, I will acknow-
ledge, that you know more than all the
philofophers of Greece,”

PraTo.

¢ Well then, all that I have promifed is
performed. You are this machine ; in
this manner you are formed ; and I have
not thewn you a thoufandth part of the
fprings that compofe your exiftence. All
thofe fprings are exaétly proportioned to
each other; they all reciprocally aid one
another ; the one preferve life, the others
give it; and the fpecies is perpetuated
from age to age by an artifice thatitis im-
pofiible to difcover. The vileft animals
are conftruéted in a2 manner equally ad-
mirable, and the celeftial {pheres move
in a vacuum, with a mechanim fill
more fublime. Judge, after this, whether
the world was not formed by an intelli-
gent Being.”

Madetas,
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Madetes, in aftonithment, afked the
magician who he was. Plato told him
his name; the young man fell upon his
knees, adored God, and loved Plato all
his life.

What appears to us very remarkable
is, thathe lived with the Epicureans as
before. They were not fcandalized at
his having changed his opinion. He
loved them, and he was always beloved
by them. People of different fe&ts {up-
ped together chearfully among the Greeks
and Romans. Thefe were happy times.

DIATRIBE IL
By the AeBe Bazin.
Of Sanchoniaton.

SANCHONIATON cannot be a fup-
pofititious author. We do not imagine
an ancient book to have been written,
but upon the fame principle as ancient

titles are forged, to found a difputed
claim.
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claim. Pious frauds were formerly ufed
to fupport truths, that did not ftand
in need of this unhappy affiftance. Some
indifcreet zealots forged fome very bad
Greek verfes, that were attributed to the-
Sybils ; letters from Pilate; and the Hif-
tory of Simon the magician, who fell
from the upper regions in Nero’s fight.
It was upon the fame principle, that the
dopation of Conftantine and the falfe
decretals were fuppofed. But thofe who
have handed us down the fragments of
Sanchoniaton, could have no intereft in
propofing this heavy cheat. 'What could
Philo of Biblos gain, who tranflated San-
choniaton into Greek, by ranking this
hiftory and this cofmogony under the
name of this Phenician? This were
like faying, that Hefiod was a fuppofiti-
tious author. ‘
Eufebius of Cefarea, who quotes vi-
rious fragments of this tranilation render-
ed by Philo of Biblos, never thought pro-

per to fufpe@, that Sanchoniaton was an
apo-
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apocryphal writer. There is no reafon
to deprive him of his cofmogony.

This Sanchoniaton lived about the
fame period in which we place the laft
years of Mofes. He probably had no
knowledge of Mofes, as he does not
mention him, although he was in his
neighbourhood. Had he mentioned him,
Eufebius would not have failed quoting
him, as an authentic teftimony of the
prodigies performed by Mofes. Euiebius
would have infifted ftill more upon this
teftimony ; whilft neither Manethon or
Cheremon, who are Egyptian writers,
nor Eratofthenes, Herodotus, and Diocdo-
rus of Sicily, who have written fo much
upon Egypt, being too much engag-
ed upon other fubjelts, have faid a
fyllable concerning thele famous and
dreadful miracles, which muft havegraven
a durable remembrance, and terrified
men from age to age. This filence of
Sanchoniaton has given fafficient grounds

for
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for many of the learned to fuppofe that
he lived before Mofes.

Thofe who make him a contemporary
with Gideon, do not fupport their opinion
by any thing but a mifconftru&ion of the
words of Sanchoniaton himfelf. He ac-
knowledges, he has confulted the high
priett Jerombal. Now, fay our critics,
this Jerombal is probably Gideon. But
why, pray, fhould this Jerombal be Gi-
deon ? It is not faid, that Gideon was a
prieft. If the Phenician had confulted
the Jew, he would have fpoken of Mofes
and the conquefts of Jothua. He would
not have admitted a cofmogony dire@ly
oppolite to Genefis ; he would have fpoken
of Adam; he would not have imagined
generations quite different from thofe
which Genefis has fan&ified.

This ancient Phenician author acknow-
ledges in plain terms, that he has extra(t-
ed part of his hiftory from the writings

of Thot, who flourithed eight hundred
years
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years before him. This acknowledgmenrt,
which is not fufficiently attended to, is
one of the moft curious teftimonies anti-
quity has handed down to us. It proves,
that eight hundred years had already
elapfed fince books were written with the
afliftance of the alphabet, and that cul-
tivated nations could by this aid under-
ftand each other, and reciprocally tranf-
late their works. Sanchoniaton under~
ftood the books of Thot, written in the
Egyptian language.

The firft Zoroafter was of much ear-~
lier antiquity, and his books were the
Perfians catechifm. The Chaldeans, the
Syrians, the Perfians, the Phenicians,
the Egyptians, the Indians, muft necef-
farily have had intercourfe with each
other ; and alphabetic writing muft have
facilitated this correfpondence. I do not
fpeak of the Chinefe, who had for a long
time been a great people, and compofed a
feparate world.

Each of thefe people had already their

K hiftory.
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hiftory. When the Jews entered into
the neighbouring country of Phenicia,
they penetrated as far as the city of Dabir,
which was formerly ftiled the City of Let=
ters. *Caleb then faid, I will give sy
daughter Axa for @ wife to him who fhall
take FEta, and ruin the City of Letters,
and Othoniel, fin to Cenes, and younger
brother to Caleb, baving taken it, be gave
bim his daughter Axa for a wife.

It appears from this paffage, that Ca-
leb was not fond of men of letters; but
if the {ciences were in ancient times cul-
tivated in this little city of Dabir, how
greatly muft they have been revered in
Phenicia, Sidon, and Tyre, which were
called the Region of Books, the Country
of Archives, from whom theGreekslearnt
their alphabet.

It is amazingly firange, that Sancho-
niaton, who begins his hiftory at the fame.
period as that of Genefis, and who

Judges, chap, L

reckons
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reckons the fame number of generations,
does not mention the deluge, any more
than the Chinefe. How could Phenicia,
that country fo renowned for its naval
expeditions, be ignorant of fo great an
event ?

Antiquity, neverthelefs, believed it,
and the magnificent defeription which
Ovid gives of it, is a proof that this idea
was very general ; for of all the accounts
we find in the Metamorphofes of Ovid,
there is not a fingle one of his own in-
vention. It is even faid, that the Indians
had mentioned an univerfal deluge be-
fore that of Deucalion. Many Brach-
mans believed, it is faid, that the earth
‘had undergone three floods.

No mention is made of them in the
Ezour Vedam, nor in the Cormovedam,
which I have read with great attention;
but many miflionaries fent into India,
agree in believing, that the Bramins ac=~
knowledged feveral floods. It is true,
that among the Greeks only, the two

K2 petuliar



132 DEFENCE oF MY UNCLE.

peculiar floods of Ogyges and Deucalion
were known. The only Greek author
we are acquainted with, who has men-
tioned an univerfal deluge, is Apollo-
dore, who did not live above one hun-
dred and forty years before our ara.
Neither Homer, Hefiod, or Herodotus,
make mention of Noah’s flood; and even
the name of Noah is not to be met with
in any ancient prophane writer.

There is no circumftantial account of
this flood, except in our holy books. Al-
though Voffius and many other learned
men have pretended, that this inunda-
tion could not have been univerfal, we
are not allowed to queftion it. I quote
the Cofmogony of Sanchoniaton only as
a prophane work. The author of Genefis
was infpired, and Sanchoniaton was not.
The work of this Phenician is only a pre-
cious monument of the ancient errors of
men.

It is him who teaches us, that one of
the arft worlhips eftablithed on earth, was

that
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that of the produions of the earth it-
felf; and therefore onions were confe-
crated in Egypt long before thofe ages in
which we find this cuftom was intro-
duced. Thefe are the words of Sancho-
niaton: < Thofe ancient men confecrat-
ed plants which the earth had produced;
they judged them divine: they, their
pofterity, and their anceftors, revered
thofe things which furni(hed them with
exiftence; they offered them their victuals
and drink. Thefe inventions, and this
worfhip, were agreeable to the weaknefs
and pufillanimity of their minds.”

This very curious paffage invincibly
proves, that the Egyptians adored their
onions long before Mofes; and it is a-
ftonifhing, that no Hebrew book thould
reproach the Egyptians with this wor-
fhip. But this fhould be confidered ;
Sanchoniaton does not exprefsly men-
tion 2 God in his Cofmogony; every
thing, according to him, feems to derive
its origin from chaos, and this chaos

K3 was
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was difintricated by that vivifying {pirit
which is blended with the principles of
pature. He carries the boldnefs of his
fyftem fo far as to fay, that animals deoid

of fenfation, engendered intelligent animals.
It is not furprifing after this, that he
thould reproach the Egyptians with hav-
ing confecrated plants. For my part, I
believe that this worfhip of plants ufe-
ful to man, was not in the beginning fo
ridiculous as Sanchoniaton imaginesit be.
Thot, who governed part of Egypt, and
who had eftablithed a theocracy eighthun-
dred years before the Phenician writer,
was at once both a prieft and king.
It was impofiible he fhould adore an
onion as the Mafter of the world; and it
was impofiible, that he fhould prefent of-
ferings of onions to 2n onion; this-would
have been too abfurd, too contradictory:
but it is very natural, they fhould thank
the gods for the care they took in pro
viding them the fuftenance of life, and
that they fhould for a feries of time con~
fecrate
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fecrate the moft delicious plantsof Egypt;
and that they fhould, in thofe plants,
revere the benefactions of the gods.
This was practifed from time immemo-
rial, in China and India.

I have already faid, there is a great
deal of difference between a confecrated
onion, and an onion god. The Egypti-
ans, after Thot, confecrated animals; but
they certainly did not believe, that thefe
animals had formed the earth and heavens.
The brazen ferpent, raifed by Mofes, was
confecrated; but it was not confidered as
a divinity. Abraham’s turpentine, Mem-
bre’s oak, were confecrated, and facri-
fices were made even in the places where
thefe trees had been, till the time of
Conftantine; but they were not gods.
The cherubims of the ark were facred,
but not adored.

The Egyptian priefts, amidft all their
fuperftitions, acknowledged a fovereign
Mafter of nature; they called him Kuef,
or Kzufi, and they reprefented him un-

K4 der
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der the figure of a globe. The Greeks
tranflated the word Kref, by the word
Demsourgos, fupreme artyi‘, maker of
the world.

What T think very probable, and very
true, is, that the primitive legiflators were
men of great {enfe.

‘Two things are neceflary for the in-
ftitution of a government, courage, and
good fenfe, fuperior to that of other men.
They {cldom thought of abfurd and ridi-
ctlous things, which expofed them to
contempt and infult.  But what happen-
ed to almoft all the nations of the earth,
and particularly the Egyptians ? The fage
began by confecrating to God the ox
which tilled the earth; and this foolith
people, at length adored the bull, and
even the fruits the earth produced. When
fuch fuperftition hath once taken root in
vulgar minds, it is very difficult for the

fage to eradicate it.

I have not the leaft doubt, even that

{fome Schoen of Egypt perfuaded the
wives
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wives and daughters of the ferry-men of
the Nile, that cats and onions were real
gods. Some philofophers may have
doubted the fact; and thefe philofophers
muft certainly have been treated as men
of little underftanding, and infolent blaf-
phemers ; they muft have been anathe-
matized and perfecuted. The Egyptian
people confidered the Perfian Cambyfes,
who adored one only God, as an atheift,
when he fpitted the bull Apis. When
Mahomet, in Mecca, oppofed the wor-
thip of the ftars ; when he faid only one
God fhould be adored, by whom the
ftars had been preduced; he was expel-
led as an atheift, and a price fixed upon
his head. He was wrong in refpe& to
us; but he was right with regard to the
people of Mecca.

What thall we conclude from this little
digreffion upon Sanchoniaton ? That we
have been along time laughed at ; but
that in fearching into the ruins of anti-

quity, we may {till find under thefe ruins
6 fome
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fome precious monuments, ufeful to
thofe who are willing to be acquainted
with the follies of the human mind.

DIATRIBE 1I.

By the Arse Bazin.
Upon Egypt.

I HAVE feenthe pyramids, and I was
not aftonithed. I am fonder of the fowl-
ovens, the inventiqn of which, it is faid,
is as ancient as the pyramids. A trifling
thing that is ufeful pleafes me; a mon-
ftrous production which only aftonifhes,
has no merit in my eyes. I confider thefe
monuments as the games of grown
children, who were willing to do fome-
thing extraordinary, without propofing
to derive the leaft advantage from it.
The foundations of the Invalids, St. Cyr,
and the Military School, are the monu-
meats of men.

When the fragments of that famous

labyrinth, of thofe. places, thofe temples,
which
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which are {poken of with {o much em-
phafis, were pointed out to me, as mat-
ter of admiration, I, in pity, fhrugged
my fhoulders: I faw nothing but pillars
deftitute of proportion, which fupported
large flat ftones ; no tafte for architeGure,
po beauty; vaft indeed, but barbarous.
And I obferved, as I have faid in another
place, the Egyptians were never poflefied
of any thing that could be called fine, but
from the hands of the Greeks. Alexan-
dria alone, erected by the Greéks, hath
been the real glory of Egypt.

With refpe& to their f{ciences, if in
their vaft libraries there had been fome
books of good erudition, the Greeks and
Romans muft bave tranflaied them. We
are not only without any tranflation, bug
even any extract from their books of phi-
lofophy, morality, or the Belles-Lettres :
indeed every thing evinces, that they did
not deign to write upon thefe {fubjects.

What idea can we form of the know-
ledge and fagacity of a people, who were

i Hnac-
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unacquainted with the fpring of the
river that nourifhed them? The Ethio-
pians, who twice conquered that effemi-
nate, daftardly, fuperftitious people, thould
have taught them, at leaft, that the
fprings of the Nile were in Ethiopia. It
18 pleafant, thata Portuguefe Jefuit thould
difcover thefe {prings.

The boafts that have been made of the
Egyptian government, appear to me ab-
furd and abominable. 'The lands, it is
faid, were divided into three. portions 3
the firft belonged to the priefts, the fe-
cond to the kinzs, and the third to the
foldicrs. If this were the cafe, it is evi-
dznt, that the government had a great
length of time been theocratic, as the
pricfts had ellotted themfelves the beft
thare. But how came the kings toallow
of this diftributicn ? Probably they were
lozy kings. And how came it that the
foldiery did not deftroy this ridiculous
government? I flitter myfelf, that the
Perfians, and after them the Ptolemys,

intro=
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introduced good order; and I am very
glad to find, that after the Ptolemys,
the Romans, who reduced Egypt to a
province of the empire, pared the facer-
dotal portion.

All the reft of this little nation, which
never amounted to more than three or
four millions of men, were, then, no-
thing more than a mob of filly flaves.
That law is highly praifed, whereby every
man was obliged to exercife the profeffion
of his father. This was an infallible re-
cipe for abolithing all talents. He that
would have made a good phyfician, or
an excellent f{culptor, was hereby com-
pelled to continue a fhepherd or vinta-
ger; the poltroon and the dwarf muft
profefs arms; and the pew-keeper, who
would have made a good military general,
pafled his life in {weeping a temple.

Nothing was ever more contemptible
than the fuperftition of thispeople. Idonot
{ufpect their kings and priefts to have been
{o weak, as ferioufly to adore crocodiles,

goats,
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goats, monkies, and cats; but they let the
people 'brutalize themfelves in a worfhip
whichclaffed them far beneath the animals
they adored. The Ptolemies could not era-
dicate this abominable fuperftition, or
did not care to doit. The great let the
people enjoy their folly in its full lati-
tude, provided they obey. Cleopatra
was no more difturbed about the fuper-
ftitions of Egypt, than Herod was with re-
-gard to thofe of Judea.

Diodorus relates, that in the time of
Ptolemy Auletes, he faw them maffacre
a Roman, whorhad cafually killed a cat.
The death of this Roman was well a-
venged when the Romans governed. No-
thing now remains, thank God, of thefe
unfortunate pricfts of Egypt, but their
memory, which muft be for ever odious.
Let us learn not to be too prodigal of our
efteem.

DIA-
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DIATRIBE IV.

Of the ABBE Bazin.

Of a people who had lof} their nofes, but
retained their ears.

THERE are many kinds of fables.
Some are nothing more than hiftory dif-
figured ; fuch are all the ancient defcrip~
tions of battles and gigantic feats, with
which almoft all hiftorians have been
pleafed to embellith their chronicles,
Other fables are ingenious allegories.
Thus Janus has a double vifage, which
reprefents the paft and beginning year.
Saturn, who devours his children, is
Time, which deftroys all that it has creat=
ed. The fofcs, daughters of Memory,
teach us, that without memory we have
no fenfe, and that to combine ideas we
muft begin by retaining them. Minerva
engendered in the brain of the Mafter of
the world, requires no explanation. Ve-

nus,
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hus, the goddefs of beauty, accompanied
by the Graces, and mother of Love; the
mother’s girdle, the arrows and blindnefs
of the fon, fufficiently fpeak for them-
felves.

Thofe fables which communicate no-
thing, fuch as Blue-beard, and the tales
of Herodotus, are the fruits of a barba-

rous extravagant imagination, that may
amulfe children, and, unfortunately, even
men. The hiftory of the two thieves who
came every night to fteal king Rampf
inches’ money, and.of the king’s daugh-
ter, who married one of the thieves;
Gyges’s ring, and a hundred other fuch
conceits, are unworthy of ferious atten-
tion.

But it muft be acknowledged, that we
find in ancient hiftory many ftrokes,
that carry with them an air of probabili-
ty, which have been overlooked in the
multitude, and from whence fome lights
might be drawn. Diodorus of Sicily,

who had confulted the ancient hiftorians
of
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of Egypt, relates, that that country was
conquered by Ethiopians. I have no dif-
ficulty in believing it; for I have already
obferved, that whoever appeared to con-
quer Egypt, always accomplithed his
defign at the end of one year, except our
extravagant Crufaders, who were all either
killed upon the fpot, or made captives,
becaufe they had to do, not with Egyp-
tians, unacquainted with war, but with
Mamelucs, the conquérors of Egypt, and
better {oldiers than the Crufaders. I have,
therefore, no fort of difficulty to believe,
that a king of Egypt, called by the
Greeks Amafis, who was cruel and effe-
minate, was vanquifhed with his ridi-
culous priefts by an Ikhiopian chief,
named Actifan, who probably pofleffed
both fenfe and courage.

All the world agrees that the Egypti-
ans were great thieves. It is very natu-
ral, that the npumber of thieves fhould
increafe durihg the war between Acifan
and Amafis. Diodorus relates, after the

L hiftorians
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hiftorians of the country, that the con-
queror was willing to purge Egypt of
thefe robbers; and that he fent them to-
wards the deferts of Sinai and Oreb, after
having previoufly had the ends of their
nofes cut off, that they might be eafily
known, if ever they thought proper to
return and rob in Egypt. All this is very
probable.

Diodorus juftly obferves, that the
country into which they were fent, afford-
ed none of the conveniences of life; and
that it is very rare -to meet with there
either water or viGuals. Such, in fact,
is the ftate of this unhappy country, from
the defert of Pharam to near Eber.

This nofelefs gang might, perhaps,
with care, procure fome ciftern water, or
{erve themfelves from wells with ill fcent-
ed and unwholefome water, which ufual-
ly occafions a kind of leprous fcurvy.
They might again, as Diodorus obferves,
make nets in which they might catch tor-

toifes. It is, indeed, remarked, thatgreat
numbers
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numbers of tortoifes pafs every year over
the Red-fea, and come into this defert.
So far this hiftory has nothing in it that
fets common fenfe at defiance, or is, in-
deed, improbable.

But if from hence it were inferred,
that thefe nofelefs gentlemen were the
fathers of the Jews, and that their chil-
dren, habituated to theft, by degrees pe-
netrated into Paleftine, part of which they
conquered; this would not be allowed
us as chriftians. 1 know that this is the
opinien of the Conful Maillet, of the
learned Freret, of Boulanger, of Her-
bert, Bolingbroke, and Toland. But
though their conjecture be, confiftent with
the common order of things in this world,
our facred books give a very different ori-
gin to the Jews, and make them defcend
from the Chaldeans by Abraham, Thare,
Nachor, Serug, Rehu, and Phaleg.

It is very true, that we are taught in
Exodus, that the Ifraelites, before they
inhabited this defert, had carried off the

L2 robes
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robes and utenfils of the Egyptians, and
that they fed upon tortoifes in the defert;
but this flight refemblance with the rela-
tion of Diodorus of Sicily, extracted from
the Egyptian books, will never entitle us
to aver, that the Jews defcended from a
gang of thieves whofe nofes were cut
off. Several authors have in vain en-
deavoured to fupport this prophane con-
jeure upon the eightieth Plalm ; where
it is faid, that the feftival of the trumpets
was inflituted to remind the boly people of
the time they came out of Egypt, and when
they beard a language [poken, which tothem
was unknown.

Thefe Jews, then, are faid to have been:
Egyptians, who were aftonifhed to hear
a language f{poken beyond: the Red-fea,
which was not that of Egypt; and from.
thence it was concluded, that it is not
improbable that the Jews fhould be the
defcendants of thofe rogues whom king
Actifanes had banifhed.

Such a conje@ure is not admiffible.

Firft,
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Firft, becaufe if it be faid in Exodus, that
the Jews carried off the utenfils of the
Egyptians, before they went into the de-
fert, it is not faid they were exiled for
theft. Secondly, Whether they were
thieves, whether they were Egyptians
or Jews, they could fcarce underftand
the language of the {mall bands of wan-
dering Arabs in the defert of Arabia, to
the north of the Red-fea; and no confe-
quence can be drawn from the eightieth
Pfalm, either in favour of the Jews, or
againft them. All the conjeGures of
Herodotus, Diodorus of Sicily, Manethon,
Eratofthenes, upon the Jews, muft,
doubtlefs, yield to the truths which are
confecrated in the holy books. If thofe
truths, which are of a fuperior order,
create great difficulties, if they caft down
our minds, it is precifely becaufe they
are of a fuperior order. The lefs able
we are to comprchend them, the more

we {hould refpect them.
Some writers have fufpe@ed, that thefe
L3 banithed
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banithed thieves are the fame with the
Jews who wandered in the defert, be~
caufe the place where they remained for
fome time was fince called Rbinocolure,
cut nofe, and that it is not very diftant
from Mount Carmel, the deferts of Sur,
Ethan, Sin, Oreb, and Cades-Barnea.

It is again belicved that the Jews
were this very banditti, becaufe they had
no eftablithed religion, which agrees ve-
ry well, it is faid, with the fentiments
of thieves; and their want of an efta-
blithed religion is thought to be proved
by feveral paflages from fcripture it-
felf.

The abbé de Tilladet, in his differta-
tion upon the Jews, pretends, that the
Jewith religion was not eftablifhed till
a very long time after. Let us examine
his reafons.

1. According to Exodus, Mofes mar-
ried the daughter of a prieft of Madian,
called Jethro; and it is not faid that the
Madianites acknowledged the fame God,

wha
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who appeared afterwards to Mofes in a
bufh near Mount Horeb.

2. Jothua, who was the chief of the
Egyptian fugitives after Mofes, and un-
der whom he put to fire and {word part
of the little country which is between the
Jordan and the fea, fays to them in the
twenty-fourth chapter, Caft out from
among f} you the gods whom your fathers
adored in Mefopotamia and Egypt, and
Sferve Adonai.—Chufe what you pleafe to
adore, either the gods who ferved your fa-
thers in Mefopotamia, or the gods of the
Amonkeans in the land which you inba-
bit.

3. Another proof, it is added, of
their religion being not yet fixed, is, that
it is faid in the book of Judges, chapter
firlt, Adonai (the Lord) conduéted Fudak,
and made bimfelf mafler of the mountains ;
but be could not make bimfelf mafter of the
valleys.

The abbé Tilladet and Boulanger in-
fer from thence, that thefe robbers,
‘ L 4 whole
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whofe retreats were in the hollows of
rocks, which abound in Paleftine, ac~
knowledged a god of the rocks, and a
god of the valleys.

4. They add to thefe {uppofititious:
proofs, what Jeptha faid to the Ammo-
nites, in the fecond chapter : Is not what
Chamos your god poffeffes your right due?
So_fhould what our God, the congueror, has
obtained, be in our poffeffion.

Mr. Freret infers from thefe words,
that the Jews acknowledged Chamos for
their god as well as Adonai, and that
they thought every nation had its local
divinity.

5. This dangerous opinion is farther
firengthened by the difcourfe of Jere-
miah, in the beginning of chapter forty-
nine: Wherefore bath the god Melchem
taken poffeffion of the country of Gad? And
from thence it is concluded, that the
Jews acknowledged the divinity of the
god Melchem.

The fame Jeremiah fays in the feventh

7 chapter,
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chapter, in making God fpeak to the
Jews, Idid not order your fathers, on the
day I teok them eut of Egypt, to gffer me
holocanfls and victims.

6. Ifaiah complains in the forty-feventh
chapter, that the Jews adored feveral
gods:  You feck your confolation in your
gods in the midf} of thickets; you facrifice
2o them little- children in torrents, under
great flones. It is not probable, it is faid,
that the Jews fhould immolate their
children to the gods in torrents, under
large ftones, if their law had then exift-
ed, which forbad them to facrifice to the
gods,

7. The prophet Amos is again quot-
ed as a proof, who avers in the fifth
chapter, that the Jews never facrificed
to the Lord during forty years in the de-
fert; on the contrary, fays Amos—2ox
corried thither the tabernacle of your god
Moloc, the image of your idols, and the
flar of your god (Remphan).

8. This was fo general an opinion, it

15
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is faid, that St. Stephen, the firft mar-
tyr, fays in the feventh chapter of the
A&s of the Apoftles, That the Fews in
the defert adored the militia of beaven, that
is to fay, the flars, and that they brought
the tabernacle of Moloc, and the flar of
the god Remphan to adore them.

Men of letters, fuch as Meflrs. Mail-
let and Dumarfais, have concluded from
the refearches of the abbé de Tilladet,
that the Jews did not begin to form their
religion, fuch as it is at prefent, till
their return from captivity in Babylon.
They perfift in the opinion, that thofe
Jews, flaves for fuch a length of time,
and fo long deprived of a well knewn
religion, could be no other than the def-
cendants of a gang of thieves, without
manners and without laws. This opi-
nion feems the more probable, as the
time when AQifan, king of Ethiopia
and Egypt, banithed a gang into the de-
fert, after they had been mutilated by
his orders, agrees with the time at which

13
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is fixed the flight of the Ifraelites con-
ducted by Mofes ; for Havian Jofephus
fays, that ‘Mofes made war upon the
Ethiopians ; and what Jofephus called
war, might very well be ftiled robbery
by the hiftorians of Egypt.

What compleatly bewilders thefe
learned men, is the conformity they
meet with between the manners of the
Ifraelites and that of a people of thieves ;
not fufficiently remembering that God
himfelf direGed thefe Ifraelites, and
that he punifthed, by their hands, the
people of Canaan. It appears to thefe
critics, that the Hcbrews had no right
over the country of Canaan; and if they
had, they fhould not put to fire and {word
a country which they thould have confi-
dered as their inheritance.

Thefe audacious critics fuppofe, then,
that the Hebrews always continued theis
original trade of thieving. They ima-
gine they have difcovered the origin of
this people in their conftant hatred for

Egypt,
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Egypt, where their fathers loft their
nofes, and in the conformity of feveral
Egyptian pralices they retained; fuch as
the facrifice of the red cow, the fcape
goat, the ablutions, the priefts dreffes,
circumcifion, abftinence frem pork, pure
and impure meats. It is not uncom-
mon, they fay, for a nation to hate a
neighbouring people, whofe cuftoms and
laws they have imitated. The popu-
lace of France and England are a ftrik-
ing example.

In fine, thefe Scholiafts, tco confident
of their firft lights, which fhould always
be miftrufted, have imagined, that the
origin which they attribute to the He-
brews, is more probable than that which
the Hebrews glory in.  You ggree with
us, fays Mr. Toland, that you robbed the
Egyptians in your flight from Egypt 5 that
you took from them gold and filver vafes,
and cloaths. Al the difference between what
you gwn, and our opinion is, that you pre-
tend yoy did not commit this robbery but by

God's
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God’s command. But if we judge from rea-
Jon, there is no thief who may not plead
the fame excufe. I it very cuffomary for
God to work fuch miracles in Javour of a
gang of renegades, who acknowledge they
robbed their maflers?  In what country of
the earth would fisch rapine go unpunifbed 2
Suppofe the Greeks of Conflantinople fhould
take from the Turks all their wardrobes and
Plate, to go and fay mafs in a defert, do you
in good faith believe, thar God would drown
all the Turks in the Propontis to favour this
robbery, though it were committed with &

good defign 2
Thefe detraGors do not confine them-
felves to fuch affertions as are eafily an-
fwered ; they go fo far as to fay, that
the Pentateuch could not be written till
the time the Jews began to fix their
worfhip, which till then was very un-
certain. It was, fay they, in the time
of Efdras and Nehemiah. They bring,
as a proof, the fourth book of Efdras,
for a long while received as Canonical ;
but
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but they forget that this book was re~
jected by the council of Trent. They
fupport themfelves with the fentiment of
Abenefra, and a2 mualtitude of heretical
Theologians; they at length call in the
decifion of Newton for a fupport. Bat
what fignify all their outcries of herefy
and infidelity again{t an cecumenical coun-
cil ?

They moreover deceive themfelves in
believing, that Newton attributed the
Pentateuch to Efdras. Newton imagines
that Samuel was the author, or rather
editor of it.

It is again a great blafphemy to fay
with fome men of letters, that Mofes,
fuch as heis defcribed, never exifted ; that
all his life is fabulous from his cradle to
his death ; that it is nothing more than
an imitation of the ancient Arabian fable
of Bacchus, tranfmitted to the Greeks,
and afterwards adopted by the Hebrews.
Bacchus, fay they, was faved from the
waters; Bacchus had cioffed the Red-

fea
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fea dry-footed; a column of fire con~
ducted his army ; he wrote his laws up-
on two tables of ftone; rays ifiued from
his head. Thefe conformities make
them fufpe&t, that the Jews attributed
this ancient tradition of Bacchus to their
Mofes. The writings of the Greeks were
known over all, Afia, and the writings of
the Jews were cautioufly concealed from
other nations. It is probable, accord-
ing to thefe bold critics, that the meta-
morphofis of Edith, Lot’s wife, into a
pillar of falt, is taken from the fable ¢of
Eurydice; that Sampfon is a copy from
Hercules, and the facrifice of the daugh-
ter of Jeptha imitated from that of Iphi-
genia. They imagine, that a barbarous
people, who never invented any art,
muft have drawn all they knew from an
inventive people.

It is ealy to deftroy all thefe fyftems,
by only fhewing that the Greek authors,
except Homer, wrote fince Efdras, who
colle@ted and reftored the Canonical

books.
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books. Were thefe books reftored ;)nly
in the time of Cyrus and Artaxerxes,
they were prior to Herodotus, the firft
Greek hiftorian. ‘They are not only an-
terior to Herodotus, but the Pentateuch
is much more ancient than Homer.

If it be afked why thefe books, fo
ancient and fo holy, were unknown to
the nations, till the time the firt chrif-
tians circulated the Greek tranflation un-
der Ptolemy Philadelphus ; I anfwer, it
is not our province to interrogate Pro-
vidence. He was willing that thefe an-
cient monuments, known to be authen-
tic, thould proclaim miracles; and that
thefe miracles fhould be unknown to all
the people, till fuch time as a new light
came to manifeft them. Chriftianity
hath been an evidence for the Mofaic
law, above which it hath raifed itfelf,
and by which it was foretold. Let us
fubmit, pray, adore, and not difpute.

EPI-
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EPILOGUE.

THOSE' were the laft lines my un-
cle wrote: he died with that refignation
to the Supreme Being, perfuaded that
all the learned may be deceived, and ac-
knowledging, that nothing but the Ro-
mith Church is infallible. The Greek
Church viewed him with an evil eye for
it, and made him fome bitter reproach-
es in his laft moments. This afflicted
my uncle; and to die in peace, he faid to
the archbifhop of Aﬁracan, “Go, and be
not fad.; do you not fee, I alfo think you
infallible ” This was at leaft related to
me, in my laft journey to Mofcow. But
I always doubt of thofe anecdotes which

are propagated concerning the living and
the dead.

M CHAP.
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LIRELILDLDLIRTLITACIROLIGR

C H A P. XXII

A defence of a military general attacked by
Pedants,

FTER having avenged the me-
L mory of an honeft prieft, I yield
to the noble defire of avenging Belifa-
rius. Not that I think Belifarius was
exempted from human frailties. I can-
didly acknowledge, that the abbé Bazin
was too fond of raillery; and I am fome-
what inclined to believe, that Belifarius
was too ambitious, a great filcher, and
often cruel ; a courtier fometimes
polifhed, and fometimes unpolithed. This
1s nothing rare.

I will not the leaft diffemble with my
dear reader. He knows that the bithop
of Rome Silverus, fon to the bifthop of

Rome
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Rome Hormifdas, had purchafed his
papacy from Theodatus king of the Goths.
He knows that Belifarius, imagining he
was- betrayed by this Pope, defpoiled
him of his epifcopal fimar, made him
drefs in a groom’s habit, and fent him
into prifon at Patara in Lycia. He
knows that this fame Belifarius fold the
papacy to a fub-deacon, named Vigilus,
for four hundred marks of gold, of
twelve ounces to the pound ; and that
at length the wife Juftinian put to death
the good Pope Silverus in the “ifland of
Palmaria. Thefe are only little court
intrigues, of which panegyrifts keep no
account,

Juftinian and Belifarius had for wives
two of the moft impudent jades in the
whole empire. Belifarius’s greateft fault
was, in my opinion, not knowing how
to be a cuckold. Juftinian, his mafter,
was much more fkilful than him in this
refpect. He had married a ftreet-walker,
a bunter who had proftituted herfelf in

M2 the
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the public theatre ; and this does not
give me any high opinion of the wif-
dom of this emperor, notwithftanding
the laws he had compiled, or rather
abridged, by his rogue Tribonian. He
was befides a coward and vain, avaricious
and prodigal, miftruftful and blood-
thrifty ; but he at length knew how to
wink -at the lubricity of Theodora; and
Belifarius wanted to affaflinate Antonina’s
lover. Belifarius is alfo accufed of much
rapine.

Be this as it may, it is certain, that
the aged Belifarius, who was not fo blind
as old Juftinian, gave him, towards the
clofe of his life, fome very good advice,
which the emperor profited of but little.
A very ingenious Greek, and who had
preferved the true tafte of eloquence in
the decline of letters, has handed down
to us Belifarius and Juftinian’s dia-
logues.  As foon as they appeared, all
Conflantinople wae delighted.  The

fifteenth



DEFENCE or MY UNCLE. 163

fifteenth dialogues, in particular, en-
chanted all reifonable minds.

In order to be perfedly acquainted
with this anecdote, it thould be known,
that Juftinian was an old fool who med-
dled with theology. He thought proper
to declare by an edi&t in five hundred
fixty-four, that the body of Jefus Chrift
could not change, and was incorruptible;;
and that he never had occafion to eat
during his life, or after his refurrection.

Several bifhops judged his edi¢t to be
very fcandalous. He declared to them,
that they would be damned in the other
world, and perfecuted in this; and to
prove it by fadts, he exiled the Patriarch
of Conftantinople, and feveral other pre-
lates, in the fame manner as he had ba-
nifhed Pope Silverus.

It is upon this occafion that Belifarius
makes {ome very wife remonfitrances to
the emperor. He tells him, that one
{hould not damn for fuch a trivial caufe
one’s neighbour, and fill lefs perfecute

M 3 him;
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him; that God is the father of men ; that
thofe who are in fome fhape his images
upon earth (if we dare fay it) fhould imi-
tate his clemency; and that the Patri-
arch of Conftantinople fhould not be
ftarved to death, under pretence that Je-
fus Chrift did not require victuals. No-
thing, perhaps, is more tolerating, more
humane, more divine, than this admi-
rable difcourfe of Belifarius; I like it
much better than his laft campaign into
Italy, in which he was reproached with
doing nothing but ridiculous things.

The learned, it is true, are of opinion,
that this difcourfe 1s not his, that he did
not fpeak fo well ; and that a man who
had immured Pope Silverus, and fold his
place for four hundred marks of gold, of
twelve ounces to the pound, was not a
man to talk of clemency and toleration :
they fufpect, that all this difcourfe is from
the cloquen: Greek Marmontelos, who
publihied it. This may be ; but confider,
my dear reader, that Belifarius was old

and
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and unhappy; opinions then change, and
people become compaffionate.

There were at that time fome little
envious Greeks, ignorant pedants, who
wrote pamphlets for bread. One of thefe
animals, named Cogeos, had the impu-
dence to write againft Belifarius, becaufe
he thought that this old general ftood but
ill at court.

Belifarius, after his difgrace, became a
devotee. This is frequently the refourceof
old courtiers in difgrace; even now, the
grand vizirs lift ynder the banner of de-
votion, when, inftead of ftrangling them
with a filken rope, they are banifhed to
the ifland of Mitylene. Fine women too
turn devotees, we know, about their
fiftieth year; particularly if they haveloft
all their charms; and in proportion as they
are ugly, their devotion is fervent. The
devotion of Belifarius was very humane;
he believed, that Jefus Chrift had died for
all, and not for feveral. He faid to Juf-
tinian, that God wanted to promote the

happi-
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happinefs of all men ; and this feemed @ill
to fmell of the courtier ; for Juftiniar had
many fins to reproach himfelf with ; and
Belifarius, in a converfation, drew him
fuch a pic¢ture of divine mercy, chat the
confcience of the wicked crowned old
man was thereby infured it.

The fecret enemies of Juftinian and
Belifarius brought tolife, thercfore, fome
pedants who wrote violently againft God’s
goodnefs. ‘The ridiculous Cogeos, among
others, wrote in his pamphlet, page 63,
There will then be none to be reproved!
< Oh! yes, he was anfwered, you will be
very much reproved: confole yourfelf,
my friend, be you, and fuch as you re-
proved, and be affured all Conflanti-
nople will laugh at you.” Ah! college
pedants, how far you are from fufpecting
what pafles among good company at Con-
ftantinople !

POST-
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POSTSCRIPTUM.
A GARDENER’s DEFENCE.

THE fame Cogeos attacked in a
manner not lefs barbarous, a poor pro-
vincial gardener of Cappadocia, and ac-
cufed him, in page g4, with writing
thefe words : Our religion, with all its re-
velation, is not, nor can it be any thing more
than the perfection of natural religion,

Obferve, my dear reader, the maligni-
ty of thiscalumny! This good gardener
was one of the beft chriftians in the
whole canton, who nourithed the poor
with roots he had himfelf planted ; and
who, during the winter, amufed himfelf
with writing, to edify his neighbour whom
he loved. Henever wrote thefe ridiculous
and almoft impious words, with allits reve-
lation ; fuch an expreflion is always con-
temptible ; this man with all bis Latin,
that criticwith all his verbofity. Thereis not
a fingle word in this paffage of the gar-

dener,
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dener, which has the leaft conne@ion with
this imputation. His 'works have been
colleted; and in the laft edition of
1764, page.252, aswell as in all the
other editions, we find the paflage which
Cogeos or Cogé has fo bafely falfified.
Here it is, as it has been faithfully tran{-
lated from the Greek.

¢¢ He who thinks that God has deigned
to allow a refemblance between him and
men; that he has made them free, capa-
ble of good and evil; and that he has
given to all of them that good fenfe
which is the inftin& of man, and which
1s the foundation of the law of n.ure;
that man hath, doubtlefs, a religion, and
a much better religion thanall the fects
out of our chuch; for all thofe {e&s are
falfe, and the law of nature is true. Our
revealed religion is not, nor can it be any
thing but the law of nature in perfection,
So that theifm is good {enfe, as yet unin-

firaGed by revelation, and the other re-
ligions
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ligions are good fenfe perverted by fuper-
ftition.”

This moral had been honoured by the
approbation of the patriarch of Conftan-
tinople, and feveral bithops; nothing can
be more chriftian, more catholic, or more
fagacious.

How then could this Cogeos dare mix
his venom with the pure water of this gar-
dener? Why would he deftroy this man,
and have Belifarius condemned ? Is it
not enough to be in the laft clafs of the
laft writers? Muft he alfo falfify ? Doft
thou know, Cogeos, what chaftifements
were@dained for the crime of falfifica-
tion? Such as thee, are ufually as badly
inftruéted with refpet to the laws, as
the principles of honour.. Why doft thou
not read Juftinian’s inftitutes under the
head of publicis judiciis, and the law
Cornelia.

Friend Cogeos, falfification is like po-
lygamy ; it is a matter, a hanging matter.

6 Liften
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Liften, wretch—fee how good I am—I
pardon thee.

The LAasT ADDRESS fo the READER.

FRIENDLY reader, I have entertained
you with the greateft objects that can in-
teret the learned, the formation of the
world, according to the Phenicians; the
flood, the ladies of Babylon, Egypt, the
Jews, Mountains, and Ninon. You
would prefer a good comedy, or a good
comic opera; and {fo would I too. En-
joy thyfelf, and let pedants cavil. Life
is thort:;. The only good thing, fays So-
lomon, is to live with our friend, and re-
joiee in her works.
























	A Defence of My Uncle
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Front Matter
	Page 
	Page 
	Title Page
	Page 
	Page 

	Page i 
	Page ii 
	Page iii 
	Page iv 
	Page v 
	Page vi 
	Page vii 
	Contents
	EXORDIUM,                           Page
	Chap.  I.  Of providence
	Chap. III. 6f the Alcoran,                         jj
	Chap.  IV. Of the Romans
	Chap. V.  On Sodomy,                               2Z
	Chap. VII. On Beftiality,  and the Goat of the Sab
	Chap. VI.  On Inceft,                               2y
	Chap. IX. Of Thebes, Boffuet, and Rollin
	Egypt
	Chap. XII. Of the Chineje
	Chap. XIII.  Of India, and ofthe Vedam
	Chap. XV.  Of Warburton
	ed by Pedants


	Body
	Exordium
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

	Chap.   II.   An apology for   the   ladies  of Baby-Ion
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

	Chap III Clf the Alcoran
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

	Chap IV Of the Romans
	Chap. V. On Sodomy,
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26

	Chap. VI. On Inceft
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31

	Chap. VII. On Beftiality, and the Goat of the Sabbath
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37

	Chap VIII Of Abraham and Ninon VEnclos
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44

	Cbap IX Of Thebes Boffuet and Rollin
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49

	Chap. X. Of the priefts, or prophets, or fchoen efEgypt
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52

	Chap XI Of the temple cfTyrt
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56

	Chap XIX  Of mountains and Jhells
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62

	Chap XIII Of India and of the Vedam
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69

	Chap XIV That the Jetus hated all nations
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73

	Chap. XV.  Of Warburton.
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80

	Chap XVI Conclufun of the preceding chapters
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85

	Chap. XVII.  Upon  Warburton's modefty,   and hisAntimofaical fyjiem
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90

	Chap XVIII   Of men of different colours
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108

	Chap. XX. Of the tribulations incident to poor menof letters
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116

	Chap. XXI.  Of the fentiments of Theologians tnithregard to the late abbe Bazin.
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140
	Page 141
	Page 142
	Page 143
	Page 144
	Page 145
	Page 146
	Page 147
	Page 148
	Page 149
	Page 150
	Page 151
	Page 152
	Page 153
	Page 154
	Page 155
	Page 156
	Page 157
	Page 158
	Page 159
	Page 160
	Page 161

	Chap. XXII. A defence of a military general attack¬ed by Pedants
	Page 162
	Page 163
	Page 164
	Page 165
	Page 166
	Page 167
	Page 168

	Postscriptum A Gardeners defence
	Page 169
	Page 170
	Page 171
	Page 172
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 




