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TO THE

Reverend Mr. LEWIS,

Upon his writing the

Lirg of Mr. CaxToON.

Had buried been in dark Oblivion’s Tomb,
Had you with-held your generous Aid to fave

€M ¥ Nduftrious CaxTon’% Name in Time to come
) 1 {

That Name which now will never find a Grave.
Sacred the Labour, Righteous is your Pains,
Thus to collet the Artift’s true Remains.
KenT owes to you her Thanks upon this Score 2
And not on this alone, but{ many more.
More watchful you than Ec v p T’ boafting Seers ;
For there a Pyramid now huge appears
Yet loft for ever is its Builder’s Name,
To our Surprize, and their eternal Shame.
W. H.
4+ The Hiftory and Antiquities of the Tfle of Teset, and of the

Abby of Faurelbam, Nunnery of Davington, Maifon Dieu of Off-
[pringe, and the adjacent Parithes of Bodan fubtus le Bleyme, &c.
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THE

AHE Collector of thefe Papers has
bad it for fome Time in bis
Thoughts and Wifbes, to at-
tempt to do fuftice to rhe Me-
mory of a Man, who, be thinks,
deferved fo well of bis Country,
in [0 early introducing into it an
Art of fuch publick Ufe and Benefit as is that of
PrinTinG. This he was the more forward to
do, on_account of Mr. Caxtons’s being a Native
of KEnT, to which the Collector is glad of all
Opportunities of exprfﬁzm bis Gratztz;a’e, bha-
ving lived in that County almofl forty Years, and
been treated there with great Kindnefi and Hu-
manity. But bis Situation in a remote Corner of
this Shire, divided from the Continent, and di-
flant from Libraries and the Conw:ﬁ;lzon of
learned Men, and particularly fuch as were skill'd
in this Subjell, quite difcouraged him. ~ In this
State of Defpondency the learned and ingenious
Dr. Conyers Middleton, principal Librarian o/
the famous Umwrf £y oj Cambridge, was fa / ind
and
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and generous as ta wahe the Callaiier g Prefent of
bis curisys Differtation eancerning the Origin of
PrivTing iz England. Camhr’:dgc : Printed

for W, Thurlheurn, over-agajufi the Senate-

Houfe. MDCCXXXV. The Perufal of this

Jerved to revive the Thoughts of bis former De-
“fign, and gave bim Hopes, that be fbould be able,

in fome tolerable Meafyre, to compleat and_. exe-
cute it, with the Affifiance of the Differtation of
Mr. Mataire’s Annales Typograpbici, reprinted
#t Amfterdam, 1733, end of feme Friends and
Mcquaintance be bad in Londen, and the two
ramous Univerfities, who favoured Refearches of
this Kind : And it is with thefe Helps that the
Collettor has been able to finifb thefe Papers in the
Manner be bas done. '

M. Caxton’s Memory bgs not been treqted with
the greateft Candor and Benevelence ; however,
confidering the publick Ufefulnefs of the Man, and
the little Provocation be bas given in bis Writings
of fuch Ufage. Bifbop Bale reprefented him as a
Man not quite ftupid, nor benumbed with
SToths which intimates as'if be thought bim almof}
Jo: And this unfair Charaéler bas been impli-
citly tranfcribed by following Writers. One of
them asks, with an Air of Scorn and Contempt,
if it will be any kind of Inducement to perufe the
Works of an Author fo recommended. But if
Mr. Caxton was no more ftupid than be was
lazy, be may furely pafi for one of the brighter
Sort : Since the Books be tranflated and printed, at
a Time of Life which naturally difpefes Men to be
indolent and unactive, are a Proof, that be was
not of anidle Temper. What feems to have inclined
this laft Writer to ufe Mr. Caxton with fo much
Contempt is bis printing Books of fo little Value, as
, . . , / S
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the Hiftery of King Arthur, &c. But ke fhauld
bane confider’d Mpr. Caxton’s T; ime and Circum-
Sances, and, that the Bocks be priuted, as well

as tranflased, were ust always of bis awn Choice,

but at the Requef of others. Hayever, thay

who kave made fo free with his Charatier
Should, one would think, have taken fome Care of
their own, and not in their Accounts &f bin writ-

ten Things that canfute themfelves, and foew the
Inventors to be furreunded with a Darkanefs that

wmay even be felt.

Tu bow wmuch Uncertainty the Hiflory of the

firff Ufe of PRINTING 7 England 75, may be
Jeen by the following fhort and imperfest Detail,

Seme of our Almangc Makers tell us, that Print- Ride's
ing was firft ufed in England, 4. D. 1443, about Brivit
twelve Years before it wwas iuvented, or however, 1706,
but three Years after : Others [ay, not till after Paviers
1459. The Workmen of the Printing-prefs, at thcmc*
the Theatre in Oxford, in a Paper pringed by
them Auguft 23, 4. D. 1729, affrm, that The
noble Art and Myflery of PRINTING was firft
invented in the Year 1430, and brought into
England in the Year 1447 5 a Miftake, perbaps,

Sor 1474. The learned Mr. Collier affures us, gec Hig,
that the Myftery of Printing appeared fen Vol. L.
Years fooner at the Univerfity of Oxford, than

at any other Place in Europe, Harlem ‘and Mentz
excepted : Which fixes the Introduction of it
there fo early as 1457 Jinceit’s certain, that if
appeared gt Rome, aud elfewhere in Europe, iz
1467 5 though by the Date, put in the Margin,

he feems willing to bave bad it thought, that it

did not appear at Qxford before 1464. The di-
Vigent Collector of the Annals of Printing, fup-

o
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pofes this Art firft brought into England iz ’14605

Eng.Di&. and N. Bailey implicitly follows * Atl‘cmss Ro-
mance of the Introdultion of it in King Henty
VIth’s Reign, or before 1460. But the Generality
of our Englith Chroniclers who men_tzon‘ it, tell
us, That Printing was firft practifed by Mr.
Caxton, iz 1471, at Weftmintter, under the Pa-
tronage of Abbot Iflip. ]

It feems a very juft Obfervation that bas been
made by a late fenfible and ingenious Writer,
That it is not to be thought, that the Readers
of fuch Accounts as they thought tended much to
the Honour of their Country, bauve not been over
ferupulous in examining nicely into the Truth or
Probability of them : Though it is very com-
mendable to enguire honeftly into them, and ye-
nounce all fuch as appear fabulous and inconfifient
with the Truth of Hiffory. This, it’s boped, will
excufe the Attempt of the Collector, in the fol-
lowing Papers, honeftly and faithfully to fhew the
true Charalter of our firft Printer, and the par-
ticular Inflances of his Probity and Diligence.
In doing this, the Collector has bad Opportunities
enough to expofs the Negligences, Ignorances, and
Prejudices of fome of the mofi learned Writers
of the laft Age ; and could be bave allowed bim-
Jelf, with the late Monfieur Baile, and others, to
divert and make bimfelf and bis Readers merry

2 In 1664 was printed a {mall Pamphlet in Quarto, of four
Sheets, entitled, The Original and Groavth of Printing in Eng-
iand, &Fc. by Robert Atkins, Efg; in which is told a moft ground-
lefs and improbable Story of Mr. Caxton and one Turnour, being
fent to Harlem by King Heary VI. and Arch-bifhop Bourcbier, and
furnithed by them with Money to get a Printer from thence, to
teach the Eng/ifb the Art of Printing. :

with
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with the Lapfes and ® Mifiakes of Men much bet-
ter, and more knowing, in other Refpelts, than
bimfelf, be would not have wanted fufficient Mat-
ter and Occafion. But he remember'd the good
Obfervation of the Roman Poet :

— Ingenuas didicifle fideliter artes
Emollic mores, nec finit efle feros.

The Collector bas compared what is commonly
called Caxton’s Chronicle of England, with one
of the MS. Englith Chronicles, which be printed,
and with the Editions of it printed by de Word,
1497, and 1520 ; and by Julian Notary, 1513.
By this Collation it appears, that they are the
Jame, without any Interpolations; only the old
and -obfolete Language is fometimes alter'd, to
make it more intelligible : Of this a Specimen
s given, by way of Proof, in the Colletion af
the End of thefe Papers; where the Hiffory of
the Monk's poifoning King John, in the MS. is
compared with the Print. For the further Evi-
dence of this, is bere added a Collation of two or
three other Paffages in the MS. with Notary’s
Print.

b One of the Writers that bears hardeft on Mr. Caxtor’s Memo-
ry, and treats it with the moft Contempt, thus writes of him : 7o
William Caxton, 7 fuppofe, good Mr. Fox awas abliged for the Ac-
count be gives us of King Alfred’s compiling a Story in the Saxon
Speech, &c. Now good Mr. Fox’s Words are as follow : Befides ol T.
the hiftorie of Beda, tranflated into the Saxon tongue, ke alfo him-p 18g,
Seif compiled a Storie in the fame Speech called the Storie of AL Cyl, .
Jred, &c. awhich both bookes in the Saxon tongue Ihawe feene, though Rq. 1632.
the language I do not underflande. Can any Thing be plainer than
that Mr. Fox was obliged for this Account to his ocvz Eyes, not to
William Caxton ? In Caxtor’s Chronicles it’s only faid, that
¢ This king Adlvred was a good clerke and dboke he made in
¢ Englyfshe of adventures of kynges; and of batayles that had ben
< done in the londe’. .
Englith
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Englith Chronicle, MS.

This Wiltliam /e
Rous was a* luther man
to god and holy chercbe.

—That they twyne
[K. Stephen and Hen-
ry| fulde departe the
reame of Englonde be-
twene bam to, [o that
Henry the Empre[Je fons
Sfulde bave balfendel the
reame, and after king
Stephen’s day be fulde
thon baf al the bool

part : and thus was bi-

tuen bam the werre cej-|

fede, and pees criede
thorugh-out Engelonde.
And  whan thaccorde
was thus made bytuene
bam, king Stephen bi-
gan to make foo muche
forwe, that it was won-
der to wyte, for enche-
Sfoun that be bad loft half
Engelonde, and there-
fore bym toke fuch a for-
we that broughte bim
#0 bys deth, and be deide

in the Xix'* yere and viii

wokes and frve daies of

bis regne.  And be lith
in the Abbay of Feure-
tham zhat be lete make

in

Print, 1515.

=This Wyllyam was
a wonder contraryous
man to God and holy
chyrche.

~That they fholde
departe the realme
of Englonde butwene
theym two, fo the
Henry the Emprefle
tholde hooly have the
half of all the lond of
Englonde. And thus
they were accorded and
peas was cryed thrugh-
out al Englonde. And
whan the accorde was
made bytwene the twe
Lords, kynge Stephen
became fe fory for by-
caufe that he had loft
halfe Englonde, and felle
into fuche a maladye
and deyed in the xix yere
and viii wekes and ‘v
days of hisregne, allin
warre and in eontake,
And he lyeth imn the
Abbaye of Feuerfham,
the which he lete make
in the xvi yere of his
regne. '

v—And
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Englith Chroniels, MS.

in the vit* ghere of his
réghe.

w1 the fame yer the
wifte gher of bis regne,
be [ K. Henty) cbaunch-
¢de the cogne of bis mo-

hes,

Print, 1545,

—And in that yere,
the fourthe yere of his
tegne, he chaunged his
honeye.

. The late Mr. Hearne bas obferved, that in the
Profe Additions to the MS. of Robert of Glou-
cefter, in the Herald's Office, the Narrative of
Welter Stepleton, Bifbop of Exeter, in the Reign
of King Edward II. busiding a Tower without
Temple-bar, and bis Funeral, differs confiderably

Jrom that in Caxton’s

Ghronicle § 9i. b. for

which Redfon the following Collation is here

added.
MS.

—=And yat fame tymie
ye byfibop badde a faire
tonr a makyng withuilt
temple barre at the
heygbe yr on Themye fyele
and bim lackyde jfiown,
Wherfore be mude bis nien
20 go to the churche of
the frerys; the whiche, at
yat tyme were clepyd the
Srerysof the pye, and ther
this byfboppts men pyklyd
Slonys out of hure lond to
perfourme bis tour 5 and

yer alfo be badde muche

Jond

Print, 1£15.

—And in that fame
tyme the bythop had in
Liondont a fayre toure in
makynge in his .clofe
upon the ryver Temie
that was without tem-
ple barre, and he fayled
ftone to make therof
an ende and he com-
maunded his men to go
to the freres Carmes,
and there they toke
ttone to make therwith
the tqur, and moche
fonde and morter and

old
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MS.

ond ye which thei foun-
jd‘m };mong old robelle
yer yat yei dygged yn
after flonys and alfo
muche olde morter yat
was laft yer of olde tyme.
And for the diffefe yat
ye byfshop hadde do to
boly churche, be and bis
two [gyers weryn buryed
in ye fame fond as yey
bad noughte be crifined,
and fo yey layn yer xi
wokys, for yat ye quene
prayede by hure letteris
2o ye forfayd comyns of
London, yat ye fhold
JSuffre ye body of ye for-
Jaid byfshop be buryed in
bis owen churche of feynt
Clement wizhout Lon-
done. And hit was no
wonder yough ye byfiop
deide in fhynfulle detb,
for be was a couetous
man without pyte, and
ke counfailed the Kyng,
as oyer dude in yuelle
maner,

Print, 1715.

old robous that was
lefte. And for the (i]yf&

te the byfshop ha
(Ii)c})’ne unto holychyrche,
he and hys two {quyres
were buryed in yat
fonde, as thoughe they
had ben houndes, and
there theylaye xiwekes,
tyll that the quene
Ifabell fent her letters
to the communers,
and prayed them, that
they wolde fuffer and
graunt, that the byf-
fhop might be take out
of that place, and be
buryed at Exceter at
his owne chyrche, and
fo he was, and his two
{qyres were buryed at
faynt Clement’s without
temple barre. And. it
was no wonder that
byfshop deyed an evyll
deth, for he was a co-
vetous man, and had
wyth him no mercy,
and evyll counfeylled
| the kynge.

The
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The Collector- prefumes to add, That be is not fo

vain and conceited as to imagine he bas made no
Blunders or Miftakes, or, that bis Gueffes are
always right : But be bopes be fball be treated
with Candor. I's a fine, as well as neceffary
Obfervation, made by a learned and excellent
Writer, that we [bould even feruple to expofe
Jome kind of Faults. © A Man, fays he, bas [pent
¢ bis Life in Study : He bas ploughed up fallow
« Grounds, or untilled Lands. The narrow Bounds
¢ of buman Minds fometimes, even in an Inadver-
< tency, occafioned by a firict Application to what
¢ was moft effential to bis Subject, make bim fall
< into a Mifiake of fmall Moment. It may be be
¢ bas -fifty Volumes lying open around bim : This
¢ multitude of Objelis bappens to dazzle and con-
¢ found bim. He fanfies be fees and reads in one
¢ Author what is really in another, and fo quotes
€ the wrong Writer. Qught any one to exclaim
€ againft fuch a Writer as a Lyer, or expofe bim
¢ as ignorant 2 Should we not rather pity fuch a
¢ Diftraction, than be pleafed with the Difcovery
¢ of a Mifiake which we our felves might bave
¢ made, bad our Minds been but as much bent and
< upon the Stretch 2 This feems offending againft
¢ the Laws of ‘fuflice and Chriftian Charity, and
¢ even thofe of worldly Decency and common Civi-

“ lity.
ée Surther begs Leave to tranfcribe the Words
of the learned Editor of the Regifier of the Moft
Noble Order of the GARTER, and very skilful dn-
tiquary, as ferving to apologize for bimfelf in bis
Condult in the following Work as well as for him ;
That ©’tis hoped, that thofe Extracls, which the
¢ Reader will find bhere made from the Writings of
2 ¢ Caxton

XV
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¢ Caxton and othérs, will not be difvelifoed be-
¢ canfe they are inferted in théir primitive Spels
« lings and obfolete terms, which be dares own
“are, in his private Opiniony ke the precions
* Ruft of Medals; being the Marks both of their
¢ dAntiguity and Genninenefs’

TESTI-



TESTIMONIES

WTYLLYAM CAXTON.

jOANNES BaLe StldoVoigiUS Angiﬁs, Offori«
‘enfis apud Hybernos Epifcopus, Anno 1559,
apud Germanos pro Chrifti profeffione Pere-
grinus, & poflea Canonicus Cantuarienfis apud
Anglos;

=N(Uibelmus Casxton Anglus, vir non omnino
A & ftupidus, aut ignavia torpens, fed propa-
‘ gandz fuz gentis memoriz ftudiofus admo-
dum, multa aliarum gentum monumeritaad
id peragendum non parvo quafivit labore.
Habitavit interim in Flandria 30 annis cum demina
Margareta Burgundiz Ducifla Regis Edwardi forore.
Cujufdam didafcali ad Alban; fanum conatibus poftea
obortis quidem, fed nondum finitis, fe ad hec infti-
mulatum effe primo fatetur : qui, morte preventus, in
fchedis ac pagellis afiquot impetfetum reliquerat opus.
Hoc non folum Caxtonus colletis foliis coacervavit,
fed etiam ex Tito Livio, D. duguftipo, Gilda, Bede,
B Lido~
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48.

Teftimonies concerning

Lidoro®, Caffisdoro, Galfrido Momemutenfi, Guilbelmo
Malmesburienfi, Martino Carfulano, f{’beobaldo' Car-
thufiano, et aliis authoribus bonis addidit multa, tem-
porum fupputationibus eidem operi junttis. Incipit a
Gigantibus, primis, ut ille putat, hujus terrz inhabi-
tatoribus (* quamvis cum fuo autore amht?us decipia-
tur fabulis) ac definit in 23 anno Edwardi quart qui
eft annus a Chrifti nativitate 1483, vocavitque fuum
opus, Fruttus temporum.

Tranttulit ¢ Gallica et Latina linguis in Anglicum
fermonem.

1. Vegetium de re milicari. Lib. 4.
Foannitam de ludo fcaccorum. Lib. 4.
Hiftoriam excidii Trojani. Lib. 3.
Bonaventurum de vita Chrifti. Lzb. 1.
Hiftoriam Lumbardicam. Lib. 1.
Capgravi Catalogum. Lib. 1.
Hluftrationes armorum Chriftini. L:5. 1.
. Obfidionem et expugnationem Ferufalem per
Godefridum de Bullion ad Anglie Regem Edvardum
quartum. Lib. 1.

W o R

o]

Joannes Lerawp, 1520
Guliclmus Caxodunus, Angliz prototypographus,
hac aut fimilia his Anglice refert in calce libelli con-
tinentis Pub. Cornelii et Caii Flaminii Orationes de vera
Nobilitate de T7pzoto

JoanNEs JosceELinus. 1562,
Willielmus Caxton fcripfic Appendices ad Trevifam
qui incipiunt 3 Profequens demum prefiripti operis
*-----¢t continuantur ab anno domini 1397, in quo
Joannis Trevife additiones in  Polychronicon excipit,
ufque ad annum ejus 1460. Habentur feré femper in

2 There are feveral Writers of this Name ; but it does not ap-
pear at all in the Prologue to the Fruitus temporam. Lfidorus
Hifpalenfis wrote a Chronicle from the Beginning of the World

to 4. C. 626. as Gaffiederus did to 4. C. 519,
fine
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fine Anglici Polychronici. Claruit Autor fub Edwarde
Rege quarto.  Anno Domini 1463.

Joun Stowe. 1601
------ William Caxton of Lendon, a Mercer, brought
the noble fcience of Printing into England about the
Year 141 ; and firft practifed the fame in the. Abby
of faynt Peter’s at Weftminfter.

JoannEes Prrs.  1600.

Gulielmus Caxtonus, natione Anglus, Vir pius, do-
¢tus, et multtm induftrius, propriz quidem laudis
nonnihil appetens, multo magis patrie glorie cupi-
dus. In Flandria quidem triginta annis vixit cum
Margareta Burgundiw Duce, Regis Edwardi quarti
forore. Quo toto tempore nunquam fuit otiofus, fed
aut Patrias aut exterarum regionum hiftorias in mani-
bus femper feré habebat. In Angliam demum rever-
fus, ut ipfe fatetur, hiftoriae cujufdam principia incho-
ata a quodam PreleCtore Monafterii S. dlbant qui,
‘morte praventus, opus intentum abfolvere non potuit,
Chartas illas imperfeCtas accepit Caxtonus, fuas illis
adjecit ex optimis quibufque auctoribus collectas. Ex
omnibus egregiam Hiftoriam compofuit, incipiens, ut
ipfe afferit, ab eo tempore quo primum infula no-
ftra cepit inhabitari, et ufque ad vicefimum tertium,
hoc eft ultimum Regis Edwardi quarti annum, qui
erat Chrifti 1483, perveniens, feriem rerum perduxit,
titulum operi dedit Fruffus temporum. Scripfit etiam
Appendices ad Fobannem Trevifam ab anno Domini
1397, ad annum 1460. Collegit omnia. Galfredi
Chauceri opera, qua prius non nifi fparfim hinc inde
reperiebantur, eaque ad jufta redegit volumina, et in
publicum prodire fecit, ne difperfa perirent que in
unum compatta facilius refervarentur pofteritati.  7o-
hannes Major libro quarto de geftis Scotorum fatetur fe
quafdam hujus auctoris hiftorias ex Awuglico in Latinum
vertiffe fermonem, et majorem Hiftorie fuz partem

B 2. ex

Xix
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Teflimones concerning

ex illo fumpfiffe.” Scripfit potiffimum fermone pa-
trio, .

1. Chronicon Mundi vel Frufus temporum l-
bros vii. '

2. Hiftoriam Regis Arthuri libros xx1. .

3. Appendices ad polychronicon redditum Anglicé
per Fob. Trevifam. ) )

4. Vitam S. Edwardi Regis et Confefforis. Lib. 1.

5. Ex variis compilavit Anglie, Scotiz, Wallie,
Ilibernie Defcriptionem.

6. Imaginem Mundi. Lib. 1.

Claruit anno 1483, regnante in Arglia EdwardoIV.

'GErRARD Joun Vossius., 1627,

Guilhelrus Caxtonus Anglus, preterquam quod
varia hiftoricorum opera ex Gallica vel Lingua La-
tina Anglice tranftulerir, etiam ipfe Anglicé compo-
furt plurima, quorum nonnulla a Latinis fcriptoribus
funt tranflata.  Edidit Chronicon libris vii. Quod
FruTus temporum inferipfit.  In eo a gigantibus aufpi-
catur, quos primos Angliam incoluiffe autumat. Pro-
greditur autem ad annum 23 Edward; quarti, hoc eft
annum Chrifti 1483. Etiam hiftoriam contexuit 4r-
turi regis, item vitam Edward; Confefloris, ad hzc
Britannic totius defcriptionem. Idem continuavit ap-
pendicem quam  Foannes Trevifa Polychronico addi-
derat. Hujus Caxroni Chronicon in opere fuo Latiné
tracftulit Joannes Scotus, fed refe@is que improbaret.
Nec enim pauca funt que judicium requirat. Unde
Hiftoriz fuz Scotice, /ib. 1v. cap. iil. cum narraflet,
ut foannes rex a monacho quodam Ceenobii Swinefbeid,
hoc cft capitis porcini, veneno effet fublatus, fubjun-
gt hae verba: Coxtonum Anglum Hiftoricum in hac
parte ad literam imiter, folum linguam noftram Bri-
ranpicam  in Latinam interpretor.  Idem, cap. xiii.
Circa hanc materiam Caxtonas, Hiftoricus Anglus, fic
recitat.  Ac poftquam majorem capitis ejus partem ex
Caxtono exferipfiffet, addic : Ecce Caxtoni Angli Hi-
floriun quam de lingua Anglicand in Latinam converti-

mus,
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mus. Non folum improbabilia, fed fibi haud coha-
rentia vir ifte cudit. Omni. enim probabilitate 'vacar,
ut duos reges peterent, fuperiorem et inferiorem ei {ob-
je€tum, Scoti eligerent aut caperent. Item, cap. xxi,
Ecce quonam pacto res geftas illius temporis Anglus
hiftoricus, quem fequimur, recitat, paucis verbis im-
probabilibus a me rejectis et reprobatis. Item, /4. v.
cap.xvil. Poftea inveCtivam in Robertum et Davidem
Brufeos Caxtonus fecit, quot: verba tot mendacia affu-
mens. Caxtonym hunc Simlerus, uti et, qui eum {fe-
qui folet, Poffevinus vixiffe arbitratur anno 1538, fed
falli eos fatis arguunt qua diximus. Quanquam vero;
Anglus foret, tamen magnam statis partem, puta an-.
nis XXX, in Flandria egit apud Margaritam Burgundie.
Ducem regis fui Edwardi fororem,

. Ldem.
Hic Foannes Major Haddingtonenfis Sco-
tus, Caxtoni Chronogriphi Angli Hiftoriam ex Lin-
gud Anglicani. convertit Latiné, ut ipfe refert, /ib.iv,
Hiftoriz Scotiz, cap. xiii. Quod quo patto prefti-
terit cognofcere eft ex iis qua de Caxtono fuperius dixis
mus.

Henry WaarTON. 1689.

~ Verfionem {Polychronici] ad finera pers
duxit Foannes de Trevifa, uti ex nota calci adnex3
patet, anno 1387, die 8° Aprilis : adeo'yt palam lap-
fus fit, feu incuria feu errato typographico, Caxtonus,
qui in fine verfionis a fe typis imprefle adnotavit eam
finitam effe anno 1357. Illam enim, immutato pau-
lulum Anglic linguz archaifmo, et a feipfo ad annum
ufque 1460. Edwardi IV. Regis primum concinna-
tum, typis impreflam evulgavit * Londini 1482. fol.* p;pme,
Gulielmus Caxtonus qui fub Edwardoe Rege dicto claruit naflerie.
Prinln_ufque omnium Artem typographicam dngli=
mtulit,

B Archp.
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Teftimonics concerningy &c.

Archp. Wirriam NicHoLsON. 1714.
William Caxton -~ was a menial Servant, for
thirty Years together, to Margarer Dutchels of Bur-
gundy (Sifter to our K. Edward IV.) in Flanders. He
afterwards returned into England ; where finding, ashe
fays, an imperfett Hiftory (begun by one of the
Monks of St. Albans, fays Fobn Pitts, very unavifed-
ly) he continued it in Englifb, giving it only the La-
tin Title of Fruttus temporum. How {mall a Portion
of this Work is owing to this Author, has been ob-
ferved before; but he now ufually bears the Name
of the Whole, which begins with the firft inhabiting
of this Ifland, and ends (the laft Year of Edward IV.)
A.D.1483. The Opportunities he had of being ac-
quainted with the Court Tranfactions of his own Time,
would encourage his Readers to hope for great Matters
from him ; but his Fancy feems to have led him into
an Undertaking above his Strength.

THE
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William Caxton, &c.

born, as he himfelf tells e Hif.
= us, fomewhere in the? T%¥-
A% Wealde of KENT; a Part
¢ of that large and fine
7z County, fo called from
X the Anglo-Saxonic Word

v
] £ Z

.@ peald, which fignifies a
2 T x=2% Wond or Chace; this

Tra& of Land being moftly Wood. Here, he
faid, he learned the Englifb, which he {poke and
wrote ; which, he obferved, was then {poken
broader and ruder there than in other Places of
this County. By his Mother, 1t’s faid, he was Bagford
taught to read and write; which was a liberal Life of
Education for thofe ancient Times, and for — ™
which he afterwards devoutly thanked Gop,
fince by thofe Means he, in his old Age, got a

B Living.
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Living. When he came to be of a fit Age,
which I fuppofe to have been, at that Time,

about feventeen or eighteen Years old, he was
Summarie bound an Apprentice to one Robert Large, a
of Englih wealthy Mercer of the City of London; who
Chron.. as chofen Sheriff of the City Sept. 28, 1430,
An.Dom.and Mayor Oéfober 28, 1439, and died A. D.
1441. pa41. With him Caxton ferved out his Time,
and was made a ® Copjurys, or a {fworn and Bro-

ther Freeman of the Company and City. Af-

ter his having ferved his Time, he feems to

have continued with his Mafter as a Journey-

man till his Death. Bur, however this be, Mr.
Large, in his lat Will, remember’d his Ap-
prentice William Caxton, and left him a Legacy

of thirty four Marcs, a confiderable Sum in

thofe Times, and a creditable, as well as early,
Teftimony of Mr. Caxtou’s good Behaviour and

great Inegrity, His Mafter being dead, it feems

as if he was obliged to provide for himfelf fome

Recuyl, Other Way.  He himfelf has intimated, That
&c. the very fame Year that his Mafter died he went
abroad, where he continued above thirty Years;

for the moft part in Braband, Flanders, Hol-

land and Zealand. 1Tt bas been gueffed, that

he was in thefe Countries as a travelling Agent

or Faltor for the Company of Mercers, and
employ’d by them in the Bufinefs of Merchan-
An.Dom.dife. This is not at all improbable, fince in the
C‘?fﬁ- I'Year 1464, we find him joined with one Richard
<N Whitebill, Efg; in a ® Commiffion from King

2 Conjuratio, Juratorum Conventus. Jurati et Conjurati dicuntur
Cives unius Oppidi.  Du Frefie Glofs, o

* v The Commiflion ftiles them Ambaffiatores, Procuratores, Nun-
cics et Deputatos fpeciales, and gives to both, or either of tbem, full
Power to treat, (e, See Collsd. N°.I. 7~

Edward
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Edward IV, to continue and conclude a Trea-
ty of Trade and Commerce betwixt him and
the Duke’ of Burgundy, whofe Son afterwards
married King Edward’s Sifter, the Lady Mar-
garet 5 or, if it was neceffary, to make a new
one. This fhewsthat Mr. Caxton was thought,
by the Englifb Court, to be a thorough Mafter
of the Trade and Commerce of that Country
where he had now lived and traded three and
twenty Years; in all which Time, he muft,
one would think, have acquired a great Deal
of Knowledge and Experience.

cFour Years after this, a Match was conclu- g4, Dom;
ded, as was juft now hinted, betwixc the young 1468.
Duke of Burgundy and the King’s Sifter, and
the Lady fent to Bruges, where the Duke’s
Court then was, with a very {plendid Retinue.
Among her Servants of the Engli/h Nation,
Mr. Caxton, it feems, was nominated to be one.
He himfelf tellsus, Thatat this Time he was a
Servant to her ¢ Grace, and received of her
yearly ¥ Fee, and other many good and great« yeoh,
Benefits; which fhews he was much in her Fa- Moner,
veur. In what Rank or Quality he ferved the 7%
Dutchefs, we do not know ; but the Freedom
with which the ufed Mr. Caxzon, in' finding

¢ ——Die Junii Domina Margareta foror Regis, per Dominum
Regem ad litus Maris qu@ta prope infulam de Zanet accepit navem
vetlus Flandriam, habuitque in focietate fua - - - - - .- -
Margareta, quz eft apud le Dame per Epifcopum Sarum Domino
Karolo Duci Burgundiz nupta.  Wilbel. Wyrcefire, Ann. '

d Mr, Caxton thus reckons her Titles : My lady Margarete by
the grace.of God fufter unto the kynge of Exglonde and of Fraunce,
duchefle of Burgoyne, of Lotryk, of Brabant, of Lymbyrgh and Lux-
embargh, Countes of Flandres, of Artoys and of Burgeyne, Palatynee
‘of Heynawd, of Holand, of Zeland and Namur : Marquefle of the
holy empire’s lady of Fryfe, of Salins, and of Mechlin. Reca-
Jelly &c, o ' “ .

faule
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The Lire of William Caxton.

fault with his Engli/b, and ordering him to cor-
reét it, &c. feems to fhew, that the Place he
had in her Grace’s Family was no mean or or-
dinary one.

It was now about © eighteen Years fince the
curious Art of Printing was firft brought to Per-
fe@ion, and practifed at Mentz in Germany, and
yet lefs fince Printers of Books were multiplied,
not only in Mentz, but throughout the World,
as we are informed by Mr. Caxton, who was
then abroad in the very Country, and particu-
larly curious to know, and inquifitive after
this new Invention. It feems to have been
with a View to Mr. Caxton’s learning this Art,
and introducing it into her own Country, that
almoft immediately on his being admitted into
her Service, the Dutchefs ordered him to tran-
flate out of French into Englifb, a French Book
drawn out of diverfe Latin Books,. and called,
*The Recuyell, or ColleCtion, of the Hiflories of
Troye, by Raoul le Feure, cbaplain to Philip
duc of Bourgogne, and newly publifbed, 1464.
For this Undertaking, Mr. Caxton tells us, he
thought himf{elf fo unqualified on account of his

¢ Inwhich feafon, 35 Hen. VI, the crafte of pryntynge was fyrfe
invented in the cytie of Mens in Germanie, to the great furtheraunce
of all perfons defyryng knowledge or thirfting for literature.  See
Mr. Fox’s Afs and Monuments, &c.

Les perfonnes definterefles eftiment que Strasbourgh eft le verita-
ble lieu de fa naiftance, et en fixent I'epoque 2 1440.——L’opinion
la plus probable eft, que Guttemberg a concht dans Strasbourgh les
premieres idees de I'Imprimerie ; que ne pouvant pas feul parache-
ver I'ouvrage, il futa Mayence, ou il affocia Fauffe, et ou ils com-
mencerent les premieres impreflions par un Bible en 1450, et par-
les Offices de Ciceron.  Richelet DifFionaire, &c. V. Imprimerie.

* The Reafon of the Dutchefs’s pitching on this Baok, feems to
have been the Fondnefs of the Eng/ih about this Time of deriving
their Defcent from the Trojans.

_x & 7{?? =
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unperfitnefi in both Languages, Englifb and
French, he having never been in France, and

lived out of England near thirty Years, that he

was fully in wyll to have lefte if, and according-

ly laid it afide for two Years after be bad begun

it, or till 1470, when it fortuned his ryght re- An. Dom;
doubtid Lady fent for him, to enquire, it feems, 1470-
what Progreffe he had made in this Tranflation :

And when the had feen, or read, five or fix

* quires of it, the founde a defaute in his englifb ;% 1.,
but was fo far from ordering him to defift, that

the commanded him to amande, and make an

end of the refidue ; whofe Command, Mr. Cax-

ton faid, he durft not difobey : Accordingly he
proceeded in his Tranflation, which, he tells

us, he ¢begun in Brugis, the fitft of Marcbhe,

¢ in the Yere 1468, continned in Gaunt, and

¢ finithed in Colen, the 19th of September 1471. An. Dom;

Having thus finifhed the Tranflation of this 47

Book, he next, he fays, ¢ deliberated in bimfelf

¢ to take the laboure in hand of printing it, to-

¢ gether with the # third book of the deftra-~

¢ &ion of Troye, tranflated of late by Fobn Lyd-

¢ gate a Monke of Burye in Englifb rithme.

Of this Mr. Caxton gives us the following Ac-
count, full of Complaints of the Painfulnefs of
ittohim: ¢ Thus, fays he, end I this bookemme
“and for as moche as in wrytynge of the fame

¢ my penne is worne, myne hand wery, and
“myn * eyen dimmed with overmoch lokyng* s,
¢ on the whit paper———and that " age crepeth

8 The Hiftory, Siege and Deftruction of Troy, at Commandement
of King Henry the firft, 1412. in Englih Meire or Verfe. Thomas
Speght's Catalogue of Fobn Lydgate's Works.

*# By this it feems as if Mr. Caxtoy was now about 6o Years old.

on
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“on me daily and feebleth all the body.——
and alfo becaufe I have promejed to dyverce
¢ gentilmen, and to my frendes to addreffe to * bhewm
< g5 baflely as I might tbis faid book, therefore I
< have praétifed and learned, at my great charge
< and difpenfe, toordeyne this faid booke in prynte
< after the maner and forme as ye may bere fee,
< and is not wreton with penne and ynke as other
¢ hokes ben, to the end that every man may bave
S them attones, for all the bokes of this florye na-
¢ med THE RECUYELL OF THE HISTORYE OF
«TROYE, thus emprinted as ye bere fee, were
¢ begonne in oon day, and alfo finifhed in oon day.
Thus, it is obferved of Fauft and Schajfer, the
very firft Practicers of this Arc of Printing,
That they ufed to advertile the Publick at the
End of their firft Works from Mentz, that they
were 7on atramento, plumali canna neque eerea,
not drawn or written with a Pen and Ink, as
all Books had been before, but made by a new
Art or lnvention of Printing, or ftamping them
by Characters or Types of Metal fet in Forms ;
by which Means the feveral Sheets were done
all at once, and not Line by Line, as when they
are written. When the Book was finithed,
Mr. Caxton tells us, he prefented it to his re-
doubted Lady Margare, who well accepted
the book, and largely rewarded him. This
feems to imply, that he was abroad fome Time
after he had finifhed this Book, or made an end
of printing it; fince he went from Cologn to
Bruges, and very probably ftaid fome Time in
the Dutchefles Family, as the Winter was then
approaching.

By the following Rhymes at the End of an

Englifb Edition of Bartholomeus de proprietati-
) bus,
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bus, printed by De Worde, at the Prayer and
Defire of Roger Thorney, Mercer, it is aﬁirqu,
That Mr. Caxton ftaid long enough at Cologn ‘to
print there that Book in Latin, the Languige
wherein it was written by the Author.

And alfo of your charite bear in remembraunce
The foule of William Caxton firft printer of thisboke
In laten tongue at Coloyn bimfelf to advaunce
That every wel difpofyd man may theron loke.

But in another Engli/b Edition of this Book, by
Dr. Stepben Bateman, it is thus noted ; ¢ That
¢ Bartholomew Glanville (defcended of the noble
<« Familie of the Earls of Sufolk, and a Francif-
¢ can Frier) wrote this worke in Edward 111
¢ time, about the year of our Lord 1360 : that
¢ in the year 1397 was this work tranflated into
¢ Englifb, and fo remained by written copy un-
< ul 4. D. 1471, at which time f Printing be-
¢ gan firft in England’ By this it thould feem
as if the Englifb Tranflation of this Book was
firlt printed in 1471; but its having a Latin
Title might, poflibly, deceive De Worde, and
make him think it was printed in Latin. How-
ever this be, it does not appear, that any Edi-
tion of it printed by Caxzon, or any one elfe,
either in Latin or Englifb this Year, i3 now in
being. We have an Account of an Edition of
it in * Latin, printed at Cologne the Year before,

1 This is the current Tradition of our Engli Chroniclers. Thus
the Summary ‘of them, p. 376. William Caxton of London, a
Mercer, brought Printing into Exgland 1471, and firft pra&tyfed
the fame in the Abby of Saynt Peter’s at Wefiminfler.

k In the Library of Beanet College in Cambridge, is an Edition
of this Book in Latin, in a large Folio. It is an exceeding fair
Book ; the Types are very ancient, but well cut ; and it is printed
without any Signatures, Date, or Name of the Place or Printer.

vz,
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wiz. 1476. by Fo. Keelbolf, and of another, by
the ra:;Z Prinyte‘?, 1481. And as the former of
thefe Editions might be whilft Mr. Caxton was
at Cologn, learning and practifing the Art of
Printing, he might, poffibly, be affifting to
Koelbolf in printing this Book, or in the Ex-
pence of it, and fo be remember’d by De #orde
as the Printer. ‘

Before the taking of the City of Mentz,
A. D, 1462, fome of Fauff’s Servants had left
him, and fettled themfelves at Cologn, which is

Palmer’s but a little way from Mentz. But notwith-

Hif. &e. ftanding, it feems this City did not abound with
any great and celebrated Printers till about
A. D. 1500, near thirty Years after Mr. Caxton’s
learning and practifing the Archere. This, per-
haps, may account, in fome Meafure, for the
Rudenefs of Mr. Caxton’s firft printed Books : Ie
being obferved of this Book of his, The Re-
cuyell, &c. which he printed at Cologn, thae

Dr. Mid-¢ it has all the common Marks of earlier Anti-

‘g‘?m’f" ¢ quity;” that “the Letter is rude, the Lan-

iferta- . .

tion, &5, ¢ guage incorre@, and that there is a greater
¢ Mixture of French Words in it than in his later
¢ Pieces done after his return to England ; and,
¢ that this is ane Proof of this being the firft
¢ Book that Mr. Caxton printed, though not the
¢ firft he printed in England.

Whillt Mr. Caxtor refided at Cologn, it’s not
unlikely that he became acquainted with #yn-
kyn De Worde, Tbheodoric Rood, a Native of the
Flace, and Thomas Hunte, his own Country-
man, who were all Printers. The firft of thefe
feems to have come over with Mr. Caxton to af-
fift him in the Pra&ice of Printing, and conti-

nued with him to the Time of his Death. The
' other
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other two were not long after him, and fet up
a Prefs at Oxferd, where they printed in Latin,
as will be thewn by and by.

At what Time Mr. Caxton left Cologn or
Bruges, to return to England and fet up the
Trade or Craft of Printing there, is uncertain,
‘Toward the latter End of the Year 1468, the
Earl of Warwick, on fome Difguft taken by
him, formed a powerful Confpiracy to de-
throne King Edward, and reftore the late King
Henry to the Throne ; and accordingly he took
up Arms, in which he wasrfo {uccefsful, as to
force King Edward to leave the Kingdem, and
fly for Refuge into Flanders, to his Brother in
Law the Duke cf Burgundy. But the King be-
ing fupplied by him withForces, and obtaining
this Year, 1471, a compleat Victory over the
Earl, who loft his Life in the Battle ; the Con-
fequence of this was, the violent Death of King
Henry, and of the Prince his Son, by which
Means King Edward was again fettled on the
Throne, and the Kingdom reftored to its full
Peace and Tranquility : Of this Mr. Caxton
took Notice in his Epilogue to a Book which
he printed nine Years after, called thymage or An.Dom,
myrror of the world ; in which he befought Al- '+
mighty God to be the Kinge's protectour and de-
Sfendour agayn alle bis enemyes, and gyve Him
grace to fubdue them, and in efpeciall them that
bad late enterpryfed, agayn right and refon, to
make warre within His royamme. This was a
Providence very favourable to Mr. Caxton, who
feems to have been defirous of an Opportunity
of praétifing, in his own Country, the Art of’
Printing, which he had newly learned at Cologn
at fo great an Expence. He was not unknown

‘ 8¢
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to the King, having been employed by him in
executing a very honourable Commiffion to the

late Duke of Burgundy, and was in great Fa-
vour with his Miftrefs, the King’s Sifter, who,

very probably, recommended him to her Bro-

ther.  Accordingly, in the Epilogue above-men-
tioned, he very gratefully acknowledged, that
be ated under the fhadowe of the King’s noble
Protection. In the middle of September, 1471,
he was at Cologn 5 from whence he went, fome
Time after, to the Dutchefles Court, to prefent
her with his printed Book. If he printed at
Cologn Bartholomeus de Proprietatibus, &¢. he
muft have returned thither again, and continu-
ed there a great Part of, if not all, the next
Year, 1472. However this be, it's cettain it
mufl require fome Time for him to come over
from Cologn into England, and fettle himfelf here,
and provide all the neceflary Materials for a
Printing-houfe. So that, fuppofing he came
from Cologn or Flanders, fometime in the Years
1472 or 3, we cannot well imagine him to be
at.work any where in England much before the
latter end of 1473, or beginning of 1474 ; or
however, not to finith any Book of Confe-
quence till this laft mentioned Year. It has
been obferved, indeed, That Mr. Caxton was at
work feveral Years without telling us where
and when he printed the feveral Books he was
at work upon; fince the fir{t Bcok we have of
bis, which has any Date 10 it, is faid to be
printed at Wefiminfler fix Years after 1471,
Buc Mr. Caxton himfelf tells us, That the book
or game of Chefs, was printed, or finithed, the
laft Day of March, 1474 ; though he does not
name the Place. Elfewhere he intimates this

to
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to have been the fecond Book of his Printing,
in the following Recital of his printed Works,
if it might be depended on as exact and pun-
¢tual in the order of Time in which he print-
ed them. < Whan, fays he, I had accomplifhid Legena
“ dyvers werks and byfloryes tranflated out of@ore,
¢Frenthe into englithe, a the requefle of cer- %%
¢ tayne lordes, ladyes snd gentylmen, as the re-
« cuyel of thiftoryes of Troye; the booke of
¢ Chefle;; thiftory of Fafon; thiftorye of the
¢ mirroure of the worlde ; the xv bookes of
¢ Metamorphofes in which ben conteyned the
¢ fables of Ovyd ; and thiftorye of godefroye of
¢ boloyne in the conquefte of Ferufalem.——
But in this Recital are no fewer than fix Books
of Caxton’s printing unmentioned, which were
all printed before the thiftorye of godefroye of
boloyne. Even the Diéles of the Philofopbers is
omitted. Becaufe there is no Name of any
Place where this ook of Cheffe was printed, it
has been doubted, whether or no it was printed
in England. But, in the Dedication of it to
the Duc of Clarence, Mr. Caxton tells him,
that he had made this Book ## the name and
under the fhadow of his noble Prote&tion ; which
feems very ftrongly 1o imply, that he was then
in England ; fince, how could he be under 4is
Protection out of it? Befides, if it was not
printed bere, it muft have been printed at Co-
logn, or fomewhere abroad ; and it is not very
probable, that Mr. Caxton, who tells us, That
in 1471, he had Leifure at Cologn, thould be
there fix Years without doing any Thing befides
tranflating and printing this Book and the Re-
cuyel, beforementioned : Whereas this is cafily
accounted for, if we f{uppefe him, during this
C Time,

)
oot



13

o

An. Dom.
1477-

The Lire of William Caxton.
Time, to be removing into England, and fet-
ting up a printing Prefs there. I agp_.t'hcreforgx
inclinable to be of Mr. Bagford’s Opinion, ThaE
this was the firft Book printed by Mr. Caxton,
after his Return to England in’ 1472 or 3. T°
keep up the Meiory of this, Mr. Caxtor feems’
to have made Ufe of the Cypher of ! 74, to fix
at the End of the Books which he printed,
which we are fure he ufed as early as 1480, if
not before. However this be, we have no
Books of his printed with any Date ‘after this
till 1477. It 1s not impropablei that duxjing
this Time, he printed fome of his undated
Books, as, the Collection of Chaucer’s and Lyd-
gate'’s Poems ; Chaucer’s Tranflation of Boetsus
de confolatione Philofophie, &c.” which have all
the Signs of their being fome of his firft, or
moft early Performances. '

Be this as it will, itis however certain, that'
in 1477, Mr. Caxton printed at Weflminfier';
fince in that Year was printed there his Book
called the dicles or [ayengis of thé Philofophers.
But as it is not faid, that it was printed in the
«bby, it has been doubted whether Mr. Caxton
printed there or in the Town of Wefiminfler,
at his firft coming into England. The firft Book
which we have of his, that is exprefly faid to
be printed in the Abby, is that calléd The Cro-
nycles of Englond, 1480. But it’s ‘very well
known, that the firft Printers often omitted,
putting the Name of the Place, as well as the
Date, to their Books; which is one Reafon
why their Hiftory is {fo obfcure and intricate,
In the Catalogue of the Books printed by Mr.

! Qué figurd eum puto fu typographiz epocham 74 id eft annum
1474 indicafle.  daales Tipogra. Vol L.
Caxton,
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Caiton, which I have been able to make, thér_e
will be found, if I have nat mifreckon’d, but
Jix {aid to be printed at Wefluinfler ; one by
K, Caxton of Wefiminfler; one tranflated at
Wefiminfler ; one by M. Caxton dwelling in
W efiminfler befides Landon ; two enprynted in
thabbaye of Wefiminfler, and in thabbaye of
Wefiminfter by Landon ; and two tranflated in
thabbaye of Weftminfter : the remaining Books
have no Name of any Place. What are we
now to. conclude from hence? that Mr. Caxton
printed no more than {ix of his Books at #7¢/z-
minfter, and but three in the Abby there ? Not-
withftanding then it is not faid, in fo many
plain and exprefs Words, that Mr. Caxton
printed at Wefiminfler 1474, or before the
Year 1477, or in the Abby there, till 1480,
it appears very probable, that the ficft, if noc
the laft Place, where he printed here in Eng-
land, was the Abby of. Weftminfter ; except,
perhaps, his own Houfe, in the laft Year or two
of his Life.
At this Time, 1474, the learned Dr. Tlho-
mas ™ Milling was Abbat of this wealthy Houle
| of
™ It’s generally faid, That it was Abbat Fobu Iflip, who was
Mr. Caxton’s Patron! Hearn tells us, without any "Authority,
‘That this Abbat had known Caxten before, and employed him to
tranferibe and tranflate feveral old Pieces for his' Ufe. But it is
pretty certain, that Jfip was not Abbat here till afier Caxton’s
Death, wiz. 1498. Our Writers, indeed, are in great Confu-
fion about the Succeflion of thefe three Abbats, wiz. Thomas Mil-
Iz:ng, Fobn Eftney, and _‘7’0/122 Ilip.  But it’s very furg, that Mil-
ding was Abbat 1470, and made Bithop of Hereford 1474, when
he feeins to have held this Abby in Commendam ; that be was' fuc-
geeded by Effney ; who, according to the Tnfeription on his Tomb-
flone,died 1498, and: was then fucceeded by Fobn I/ip.” 'The
Copy: of the-Infeription; -as preferved by Mt. Camdden, is. as fol-
lows : Hic jacet dominus Folannes Efiney quondagn ibbas Lnjus fici
¢z ) qu

13
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of Religlon, Our famous Antiquarian, Fobrt
Leland, gives this Character of him; that
Deferiptor.« there were, in his Time, thofe who thought
rita® ¢ him an elegant Writer for the Time in which
¢ he lived ; that, however, if what was related

« of him was true, he had, what was then com-
<mon ta but few Monks, the Knowledge of

¢ the Greek Tongue.” Itis not at all improba-

ble, that when Mr, Caxton had made himfelf
known here in England by his printing The Re-
cuyel, &c. he fhould be invited by one of this
Chara&er, who was himfelf 2 Man of Letters,

and a great Lover of Learning, to exercife his

Art in his Abby. Or, perhaps, this, as a con-
venient Place for him to print in, may have
been procured by fome of thofe many Gentle-

men and Friends of Mr. Caxton, whom he men-

tions as expe&ing his fulfilling his Promife to
them of his Tranflation of The Recuyel in prin.
However this be, it’s faid he had the Ambry,

or Almonry, which was commonly at the En-
trance of the Abby, afligned to him by the
Abbat for a Printing-houfe ; and, that from
hence the Printing-room is, to this Day, called

a Chapel.

An.Dom. The Game of the Chefs, which, I fuppofe, was
*474-  the firft Book printed by Mr. Caxton in England,
was dedicated by him, To the right noble, right
excellent, and virtuous prince GeorGe Duc of
Clarence, erle of Warwic and of Salisbury,
great Chamberlain of England, and Licutenant

gui obiit 24° die menfis Maii anno dom. Meccelxxxxviii, Cujus
anime propicictur deus, Amen. Exultabo in Deo Fefts meo, Amen.
Reges, Reginx, ¢, in Beclefia Coll. Bi Petri Weltmo. fepulti, 4°-

1606.
o
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of Irelond, oldeff Brother of King Edward 1V.
This Duke was fecond Brother to King Edward,
and had, by him, been promoted to the great

and honourable Places above-mentioned. But

this, it feems, did not hinder his joining with
the Earl of #arwick in the unnatural Defign of
dethroning the King his Brother, and there-
fore he forfeited them: But repenting of his
Treafon and Rebellion, and his Repentance and
Return to his Duty proving the King’s Prefer-
-vation, he was pardoned, and reftored to his
Places. This was in 1472. However, this
Behaviour of the Duke’s very ftrongly preju-
diced the King againft him. Of this the Duke’s
Enemies, and particularly his younger Bro-
ther, the Duke of Gloucefter, who wanted to
get rid of him, that he might come to the
Cx;own, as he afterwards did, by the Name of
Richard 111, made their Advantage ; fo that he
was impeached in Parliament, and had Articles
of High Treafon exhibited againft him; of
which, being negleéed by the King his Bro-
ther, he was found guilty; and, ac his own
Defire, to avoid appearing publickly on a Scaf-
fold, was fuffocated within the Tower, in a
Butt of Malmefey Wine, Anno 1478. In this
Dedication Mr. Caxton tells the Duke, That
¢ he had put himfelfe in devoyr to tranflate 3
¢ lityll book late comen into his handes out of
¢ frenthe into englifhe, - in which he founde
¢ thau@orites, dictes and ftories of auncient do-~
¢ Goures, philofophers, poetes, and of othet
¢ wyfe-men which ben recounted and applied
¢ unto the moralitie of the publique Wele, as
§f well of the Nobles as of the comyn peple, afteg
€3 “ the

£

15



16

The Lire of William Caxton.

¢ he » game and playe of the ‘C'thﬁ?,—-—'and,
¢ iﬁit f’or more cllére};y t{; procede in this fayd
¢ boke, he had ordyned, that the chapiters been
¢ fetre in the begynnynge, to _thendc, that’ ;he
¢ readers might fee more plainly the matter
¢ wherof the book treated.” ‘To which he ad-
ded, That ¢ the Book was fynythid of the laft
¢ day of Marche the yer of our Lord God a
¢ thoufand foure honderd and LXXiiii.

" The thirde book mentioned by Mr. Caxfonas
tranflated out of Frenfbe into Englifb and print-
ed by him, is zhbifforye of ° Jafon. ' It has no
Date ; but if the Obfervation be well grounded,
that the ancient Printers vfed to priat fecond
Editions of their Books not till about ted or

twelve Years after the firft, proBably this Book,

of which there was a fecond Edition in 1493,
might be firft printed about the Year 1474
or 6. ' ~' '

However this be, in 1477, Mr. Gaxter print-

An.Dom.ed a Book entitled, Tbe dictes or f@yengis of Phi-

1477

Arnales

Tyragra,

lofophers and of Socrates, af Weftminfter. This
is one of the Books omitted by Mr. Caxron, in
kis Recital of his more early or firft Perform-
ances. It was tranflated out of Lafin into
French by William de Tignonvilte, or Thignon-
ville; who entitled it, Les dics moraux des Phi-
lofophes, les dics des fages, et Fes fecrets de Ari-

U The Author of this Book was Facobus de Theffalisia, who en-
titled it De fudo Scaccornm. ‘ o )

¢ See Thefauri Linguze Latinz compendiatii pars extrema, no-
mina propria tradens et explitans, by Robers dinfawmrtd, V. Fa-
Jfon. 1736. The Hiftory of the Knight Fafin, by Gerard de Leear,
Fol. dndeawarp, 1480. The faitie Printer émprynted The Crony-
cles of the Reame of Englond with their’ apperteignaunces. -
rales Topograph, S N‘mm

. ﬁOte.
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ﬁote. He wis Provoft of thé Univerfity of Pa-
7is, 1408. Mr. Caxton calls him Yobn de Teon-
fvzll”e and tells us, It was tranflated from che
French into Englz/b by the noble and puiffant
16rd Antoine Wydewill, and by that lorde gi- Anthony:
véfi to bim to print. .He was Sir Antbony
Wideville, ot W)dewyll the Son of * Sir Ri-
chard Wideville, the firt Earl Rivers, and
Brother - to King Edward’s Quéen, M. Cax-
ton-ftiled him, ¢ erle Rivers, larde Scales, and
“of the Ile of Wxght defendour and dire-
¢ Gour of the Siege Apoftolique for our holy
¢ Fader the Popc in the Royaume of Erglard,
¢ Uticle fand Governour to my Lord Prince of
“Wales! After King Edward’s Death, by the
Wiles of the Duke of G/ouceﬁer, he was feized
as he was conducing the young King, his Pu-
pil, to London, and committed Prifoner, with
other Lords in the King’s Intereft, 10 the Cattle
of Pontefrac?, where he was beheaded by his
Order, 4. D. 1483. In the Library of Lani- col.J.
bith; is a Mano(cript of this Book, wrmenA“{hs’
in fuch a fine Roman printed Letter that /%
it equal§ any print of the later Ages. At the

® Sir Richard Wydewwyll, or Wydewylle, the firft Earl of Riwers,
was beheaded. by the Noithampton Mutineers, 4. D. 1469, In
King Edward’s Proclamation for making Knights «of the Bath,
dated 18 April, 15 Edward IV. or 1475, the Name is-fpelt /77
dewil ; fome of our Writers have changed it to Waodville. In the.
Gollowing Memorandum  of W Wliam de Wyrcefires, it's fpelt Hid-
awele 5 ¢ Cito poft difum Feftum Nativitatis Domini 1459, Foban-
* nes Denbam cum, alus dc Calefia fecrete intravit Sandwycum ac
¢ ibidem cePn: dominum de Rewerys et Antoniym Widwele filium
< ejus cum multis magnis navibus, et adduxxt Califiz Cofnitibus
¢ Marchie et Warrenici et Sarum Califiz exiltentibus.”  Sir Tho-
mas More gave.the following Charatter of him in his Life of King
Rz:érard I11. Moderator Pueritie datus eff Antonius Vodevilus, cog~
nomento Riverus, reging frater, vir haud ﬂm!e dijceruas manune
ait 5075/' lio Pramptzor

" | €4 End
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End of it are thefe Words: Thus endeth this
booke of the dictes and notable fayengs of the Phy-
lofophers late tranflated, &c. which was.finifshed
the 18th day of the moneth of November : ¢7d
the feventeenth yere of the regne of Kyng Edward
"the fourth, &¢c.” To itis prefix’d a moft beauti-
ful Painting, reprefenting King Edward, his
Queen, the Duke of Clarence and his Children,
and the Earl in his Surcoat of Arms, prefent-
ing the Book.

The latter End of the fame Year, viz. Fe-
bruary, Mr. Caxton printed a Book; called The
Moral Proverbs of Chryftine of Pyfe. This is
an Englifp Tranflation of a Book written in
French, with this Title ; Les proverbes moraux

Tom. 111, €t le livre de prudence par Chriﬁiﬂg: de Pifan
Col.azzo. fille de M. Thomas de Pifan, autrement dif de.

Bologne. This learned Lady was an Italian,
born at Pifa, and ftiled her felf @ woman yta-
lien : But, her Father removing to Bolegne in
France, {he wrote her Books in the Language
of that Country and flourithed about the Year
1400. ,

At the End of this Book, which is but two
Sheets in Folio, are thefe Rhymes, after Explicit.

Of thefe [ayynges Criftyne was aufteureffe.
Whiche in makyng badde fuche Intelligence
That therof fbe was mireur and maifireffe
Hire werkes teflifie thexperience.

In Frenth language was written this fentence
«nd thus Englithed dooth bit rebers ™ -
Antoin Wideuylle zber/ Rivers,

Ge
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- Go thou litil © quayer, and recommaund me
Unto the good grace of my [pecigl lorde
Therle Ryueris, for I bave epprynted the
At bis commandement following eury worde
His copye, as bis Secretary can recorde
At Weltmeftre, of Feuerer the xx daye
And of kyng Edward the xvii yere vraye.

Enprinted by Caxton
In feuerer the colde feafon,

. In 1478, the 19th of Edward 1V. Mr. Cax- An. Dom]
#m printed, In Quarco, or a fmall Folio, a 1478,
Book entitled, Memorare noviffima, which ¢ en-.
< treated of the four laft thinges; the firft of
¢ death 5 the fecond of the lafte judgment; the
¢ third of the paines of Hell ; and the fourth of
¢ the joyes of Heaven.” This Book, Mr. Cax-
ton tells us, was likewife tranflated out of
FErench by the abovefaid Sir Anthony Wydeville.

It {feems as if, about this Time, Mr, Caxton
buried his aged Father, who lived with him at
Weftminfter. In < thaccompte of the Wardens

9 Cayer, or Quayer, a Piece of a written Book divided into
equal Parts. Cotgrave's Fr. Di&t. Here it fignifies a little Book
(;” szphlet. So Chaucer wles it in his Complaint of the black

ight :

§ Go Jitil quaire unto my livis quene,

And to my wery bertis foverayne,
And be right glad, fir that foe fbal, the fene.
" Sacke is thy grace. e .

Though, as Caxton ufes it before, when he tells us, the Dutchefs of-
Burgundy perufed five or fix quaires of his Lranflation of the Re-
cueyl, &c. it feems to‘mean only a Leaf, or Piece of his Tranfla-
tion. However this be, we have here a Specimen of Mr. Caxton’s
great Accuracy and ExaCnefs in printing, in that he followed
¢very Werd of the Copy given him, and had witnefle of his do-

ing fo.
of
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s of the Parithe Churche of Seynt Margarese
¢ of Weftminfter in the fhire 6eridHéé‘.'frdm
< the vij daye of the Monyth of Maye in the
< Yere of our Lord God 1478 anno Régni
¢ 18 Edw. IV. unto the 18th day of Maye in
¢ 1480 Annho Reghi 20 Edw: IV. i3 the fol-
lowing Article :

20

¢ Jtem, The day of bureyinge of W?/Zz'am Caxton,
¢ for ij Torches and iiii Tapers ~——— - xx?

An,Dom. However this be, in 1479 came out of Mr.
1479 Caxton’s Préfs, a Book named Cordialé. Fblio,
This Book, he tells us, was likewife tranflated
by the abovefaid Anthony erle Rivers, and de-
lyueréd to Mr. Caxton, to be printed on the
fecond of Feurer 1478, and fynyfbed on theven
of thannunciation, the 24th of Mar¢he 1479,
4n.Dom. But I fulpe this and Memorare noviffima to
1483. be the fame Book; fince I obferve, printed ac
Cologne, by Bat#thol. d¢ Unckle, a Latin Bobk,

with this Tide, Cordiale quatuor riovi/finorant.
Whilft Mr. Caxton was thus printing Books in
Englifh, at Weftminfter, and fo much favour’d
dnd encourag’d by the Court, and the principal
Nobility and Gentry, there feems to havé been
fet up, by fome Forcigner, or one who had
learned the Art abroad, anothér Préfs at Ox-
ford, to print Books in Lafin. Who this Prin-
ter was, we do not certainly know, he having
omitted to put his Name to thofe Books of his
printed here, which are preferved, But by
fome Latin Verfes at the End of one of the
Books printed here, it feems to be intimated,
that the Pracice of this Art.was firft introduced
at Oxford, by cne Thomas Hunte an Englift-

- Tman,
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‘nan, who was aftetwards Partner with Theo-
doric Rood. However this be, the thiee fol-
lowing Books, which are in the Royal Library
‘at Cambridge, the Bidleian at Oxford, and in
other private Libraries, it’s plain, were printed
at Oxford this and the next Year. |

1. Expofitio San&i Jeronymi in fimbolum
Apoftolorum ad papam Laurentium — impreffa
Oxonie et finita Anno Domi Mctcclxviii, xvil
die Decembris.

2. Textus ethicorum Ariftotelis per leonar-
‘dom arretinum  lucidiffime cranflacus,  cor-

_re&tiffimeque impreflus, Oxoniis Anno Dai

Meceeclxxix.

- 3. Tractatus brevis et utilis de originali pec-
cato editus a fratre Egidio Romano ordinis fra-
ttum heremitarum fanéti Auguftini.  Impreflus
et finitus Oxonie A nativitate dni Meccelxxix,
xiiii die menfis Marcii.

Thefe three Books are all printed with the
fime German Types. The Oxford Antiquarian
fays, Per[piciis magis et pulchrioribus quam re-
centiores nonrinlli, more plain and beautiful than
fome more modern ones, They have all of
them a very regular Page; the Signatures are
placed at, or under the End of the bottom Line,
thus, a i, aii, &, and there is no Dire@ion
or Catch-word, and the Leaves are not num-
ber’d.

The firft of thefe Books is plainly dated
Mcc “clxviii. which is about eight Years after
the Time, when the Printers at Mentz were
difperfed, and -carried the Arc of Printing to
other Parts of Ewrgpe, This Circumftance,

o ~ joined

21
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joined to that of the Type or Letter ufed hy
this Printer, which js.imagined to be neafly
the fame with that ufed by Fuf, the firft Prin-
ter, though fomewhat different, l}as 1nql{ned
fome to think, that one of thofe Printers might
come over to England, and follow his Profef-
fion at Oxford. But this is very early for a
Printer to be fettled fo far from Mentz, Ex-
cepting at Rome, where two Germans, Conrard
Sweynbeim and Arnold Pgnnarts, fet up a Prin-
ting-houfe Anno 1466 ; it does not appear, that
any more than fingle Books were printed any
where fo foon after the Difperfion of the firfk

3

Printers. :
t Rich,  In 1483, but four Years after the lateft of
HL. the three Books of this anonymous Printer at

Oxford, an A& of Parliament was pafled,
whereby Leave was given to any artificer or
¢ merchaunt ftraunger, of what nation or coun-
¢ trey he was or thould be of, to bring into the
¢ realme, and fell, by retaile or otherwife, anie
¢ books writen or printed.” The Reafon of this
is, by another A&, faid to have been, that there
25 Hen. were ¢ but * few Printers within the Realme
VIL ¢ which could well exercife and occupie the
¢ fcience and crafte of Printing.” This has not
the Appearance of this Art having been intro-
duced and practifed here o long as fifteen Years
before by fo great a Mafter of it. It has there-
fore been obferved, that the early Date of this
firft printed Book at Oxford, is contradiced by
the more modern Improvements in Printing,

 All that we have any Account of, were Caxton at Weflminfler,
Rood at Oxford, an anonymous one at St. Abans, and Lettow and
de Machlivia av Londen; and their Imprefljons were not very eley

gant. | ,
which
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Wwhich appear in the Book it felf, as the Neat-
nefs of the Letter, and the Regularity of thé
Page, above the Perforinances of Caxton, or,
however, his ‘more’ early ones, and the. Ufe of
Signatures:  Foi it'is a perfe® Paradox, that
the Art of Printing was almioft, in its Infancy,
brought to Perfettion. The longer Mr. Caxzon
ptinted, the more we fe¢ him improved in his
Art. If we may believe Mr. Palmer, a Printet
himfelf, and -uncommonly skilled in the Bufi-
nefs, de Worde improved the Art to4 very great
Perfetion, and was a very curious Printer ; and
Pinfon was become a thorough Mafter of the
Art: which feems to imply, that they beth
excelled their Mafter Caxron. Befides, if a
Printer, fuperior to theth all, was fettled at
Oxford, at leaft fix Years before the earlieft of
them, is it not natural to fuppofe, that they
who occupied this Science, would have been
more increafed than ic’s intimated by the A&
above-mentioned they were ?

It is owned to be difficult to account for this
fingle Book’s being priinted at Oxford fo early
as 1468, and no other being printed there till
1479, eleven Years aftet ; and then two others
being printed there with the fame Types, and
in the fame Manner. As Printing was, I pre-
fume, this Printer’s Livelihood and Subfiftence,
how is he to be fuppofed to live ten or eleven
Years without it ? It is plain there have been
fome curious Perfons who have colle@ed and
preferved fuch Books, otherwife we thould not
have had thofe we have; and it feemsodd, if
there were {o many printed, as we may reafon-
ably fuppofe there were in eleven Years Time,
that not {o much as one of them fhould full in
L their

3
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their way ; bue, that they fhould all light upon
only _Co)l;ies of thefe three Books. To fuppofe
that this anonymous Printer, aftef having
printed a fingle Book, in two Years time, at
Oxford, fhut up his Prefs, 14770, on accaunt of
the Rebellion of the Earl of Warwick ; becaufe
ke and his Readers might be otherwife engaged,
and not open it again till 1479, that is, till
eight Years after the Rebels were defeated, and
the Kingdom reftored to its former Peace and
Tranquillity, feems furprifingly romantic. Why
could not be employ bis Prefs at Oxford, as well
as Mr, Caxton bisat Wefiminfler 2 So that, on
the Whole, 1 do not know a better Solution
of this Difficulty, than to fuppofe, with the
learned and ingenious Differtator, that inftead of
Mecccclxviii, the Date fhould be Mcccclxxviii,
an x being dropped, either by Defign or
Chance, as was very common with our easly
Printers.

Whether this Printer died, or, for want of
Encouragement, removed from Oxford tg fome
other Place, is not now known. But in the
Year 1480, we find another Printer at Oxford,
one T beodoric Rood, a Native of Cologn in Ger-
many, where 1 have fuppofed Mr. Caxton tq
bave known him. He continued printing here
till 1485 ; but how much longer we do not
know. By fome f Latin Verles, printcdhby

um

¥ Hoc Teodoricus rood quem collonia mifie
Sanguine germans nobile preflit opus.
Arque 1ibi focius thamas fuit anglicus bunté
Dij dent ut venetos exuperare queant.
Quam ‘enfon venetos docuit vir gallicus artemy
Ingenig didicit terra britanna fuo,

,Q;Xatoﬁ
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hxm at tilc End of Aretin’s Latm Tranﬂatmn
of P/mlarzss Eplﬁlcs, it appears, that he had
4 Partner one Thomas Hzgm‘e an Englifbman

and it 1s mtlmated as if, by bis Means, the Art

of Prmtmg was mtroduced intg England. That
Art, fay the Verfes, which Jenfon, a French-
man mugbz‘ the Veneuans, the Britilh Nati-
on bas learned by its qwn Ingenuity, or the Ge-
nius of one of its own Natwes Nicholas Fen=
Jfon printed at Venice in 1470 5 which being, at
moft, but the Year after the two, Spires fettling
there, Rood afcribes to bim the teaching the
Venetians the Art of Printing. So here Hunte
printing at Qxford, fo foon as four Years after

Mr. Caxton began to print at Weftminfeer, Rood-

feems to mention bim as the firft that taught

the Englz/b thxs Craft. But if whac 13 here faid

does not any wife relate to Hunte, it muft to

Caxton, fince they are the on]y Eng/z/bmen who

were Prmters at this Time. But, that Hunte is
the Perfon meant, feems pretty plam from its
‘being added, that ‘the Art of printing Latin,
which was firff kn,own to the Penetians, was
now found by them at Oxfprd : Whereas Cax-
fon pripted chiefly Englifh Books. It is added,
that the Engli/b had a Tafl¢ of, and were plea-
fed with the Latin Tongue, and tha,t Ham‘e

and Rood printed fo many Books as to, exXport or
fend" them abroad, or however, to fupply all
Demands at home fo that there was no Occas

Celatos, weneri, nobis tranfmittere libros;
Cedite, nos aliis vendlmus, 0 weneti.

Que fuerat vobxs ars primum nota /Jatini
Eft eadem nopis 1Rfa Teperta premens.

%amws femotos toto canit orbe éritannos
Firgilins, placet his 1mgu:§ larma_tamqn

fion

QS
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fion for the Penetians to fend any of their printd
ed Books hither, as they had ufed to do. Bu
though this might be fo, the Care and Dili-
gence of curious dnd inquifitive Perfons have,
fo fat as I know, preferved but four of the
Books printed by thefe two Printers, and one
even of themi was not known till very lately,
1735. Unlefs we fuppofe Hunte to be the
Printer of the three anonymous Books in 1468
and 1479. .
An.Dom. To return to Mr. Caxtori; In 1480 he
1480 orinted * Thymage or sirrour of the worlde, Fol,
This, he tells s, he tranflated out of Frenche into
Englifb, at the requefte, coft and expence of the
* Cyrexeyn honourable and worthipful ¥ Hugbe Brice, Gold-
and Alder- finith, who was Sheriffe of London 1475, and
London, afterwards Knighted, and Mayor of the City
Anno 1485. At the End of this Book is printed
an Epilogue with Mr. Caxton’s Cypher, as repre-
{ented under his Pi&ute, which thews he ufed
it not above fix Years after. I have fuppofed
him to have firft printed in England ; though
it’s not unlikely that he ufed it fooner, only, as
is very common with other old Books, this Leaf
has been torn out and made away with. In
the Epilogue above-mentioned, Mr. Caxton tells
us, That Sir Hugbe's Defign in procuring this
Book to be tranflated and printed, was, to
make a prefent of it to the * puiffaunt, noble
¢ and vertuous Jorde Hafiynges Chamberlayne
“unto the Kynge, and his lieutenent of the
*toun of Calais and marches thereof ;” That

W Another edition of this book was printed withoyt date, by
Laurence Andreaw dwellynge in Fletefireete at the fygrie of the Gol-
cen Crofle by Fletebridge. At the Conclufion of the Table and
Pyologue prefix’d, is, Caxton me fieri fecit,

3 by
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he owned the Tranflation to be rude and fim-
ple; but that he had, to his Power, followed
his Copy, and as nigh as to him was poffible,
made it fo plain, that every reafonable Man
might underftand it, if he advifedly and atten-
tively read or heard it : Though the Tranfla-
tion abounds in French Words; fuch as ottroye,
emprifed, ententyfly, arrette, &c. which, at this
Time, are not commonly undérftood by Englifh
Readers. He added, That this Book he began
“firfte to tranflate the fecond day of Fanyuer
¢ the yere of our lorde Mcccclxxx and ﬁnyfhed
“it the eighth day of Marche the fame yere,
<and the xxi yére of the Regne of the moft
¢ Cryften Kynge, Kynge Edward the fourthe.’

@ Carton me fievi fecit,

27

Next after this, is mention’d by Mr. Caxfon Legende
himfelf, as tranflated out of French, and print- Droree,

ed by hlm ¢ the xv bokes of Metamorphofes
<in which ben contaynid the fables of Ovid.
Ouduin places this Book in this Year, Libre
xv Metamorphofeon Ovidi) in Anglicam pfofam
per Caxtonum converfi, A.D. 1480. In Mr.Secre-
tary Pepys’s Library in the- Collcgc of St. Mary
Magdalen, in the Univerfity of Cambridge, isa
Manufcript, which feems to be a Copy of a
Parc of this Book: The Tite is, A4 profe tran-
Slation of Ovid’s Metamorphofes, beginning at
the 10th bosk. In the firft Pagc is written in
red Letters;

¢ Here followeth the x booke of Owyde,
¢ whereof the firft fable is of the marriage of

‘ Orpbem and Euridice his Love ' At the End-

is this Colophon :
b ¢ Thus
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¢ Thus endeth Ovyde his booke of Metamor-
¢ phofe tranflated and fynythed by me Willm
¢ Caxton at Weftmefire the xx11 day of dpryil
¢ .

«the Yere of our Lord mrrrrlxxx. and the

“exx yere of the Regne of Kynge Edward the

¢ fourch.’
About the * Middle of this Year 1480, Mr.

" Caxton finifhed at his Prefs, his Book_call_cd
"“The Chrohicles of England. Folio. 'This, he

tells us, he attempted to do atte requefe of di-
verfe gentilmen; and, that he enprinted it in the
Abby of Wefiminfier, by London. Before thee

* Chronicles is a Table of the-Contents, to which

is prefixed the following thort Prologue.

“In the yere of thyncarnacyon of our Lord
« Fhu Criff 1480 and in the 20 yere of the
‘ regne of Kyng Edward the ath, arte re-
“ quefte df dyvers gentilmen, I have ende-
¢ voured me to enprinte the Cronicles of Eng-
“land, as in this boke fhall, by the fuffe-
¢ raunce of GOD follow. And to thende,
¢ that every man may fee and fhortly find
¢ fuche mater as it fhall pleafe him to fe or
¢ rede, I have ordeyned a table of the maters
¢ thortly compiled and chapitred, as here
¢ fhall followe, which booke begyneth at /-
¢ byne and endeth at the begynnyng of the
*regne of our faid foverayn Lord Kyng
¢ Edward the 1111

Then follows the Table, &c. which thus

" begins: :

) oo H

Fyrf} is conteyned baw Albyne with bir. fufters
entred into this Ifle and named it Albyon, -

o ‘ The
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The Book+is divided into vir Parts, and
cclxiirChapters.  The Title of the firft -Capi-
ol is, Tbe names of thislende; and the Chapter
begins thus : '

In the noble . londe of Sirrie ther was a noble
Kyng and myghty.——Which feems to intimate
as if Mr. Caxton printed thefe Chronicles from
a Manufcript Copy, compiled by fome body
elfe, ‘which begins in this Manner, as I (hall
have Occafion to obferve more . particularly
‘hereafter.” "The Title of the laft Chaprer is the
very fame with that in the Chronicles printed
with the Fruélus temporum, by Fulyan Notary,
1515, < Of the depoficion of Kyng Henry VI
and bow'Kyng Bdward the 1121 took poffeffion,
and of the bataile on Palme-fonday, and bow be
was crowned. At the End is this Colophon :

¢ Thus endeth this prefent-beok -of the chro-
“nicles of Englond emprinted by me William
“Caxton .in thabby of Wefimynfter \by London.
* Fynnythid and accomplyfhid the x day of
¢ Fuyn the yere of thincarnation of our.Lord
¢ God mcccclxxx and in thexx yere of thetegne
¢« of Kyng Edward the fourth,’ .,

‘On"oeceefion of Mr. Caxtor’s printing this
Manufcript Englifh Chronicle; and the Conti-
nuation of it to his ewn Time, -many Refle-
&ions-have been .made on bim. Fobn Major,
.the -Scorifh Hiftorian, obferved, that ¢ he has
¢ coined not only Improbabilities, but great In-
¢ confiftencies ; and, that in particular cthe In-
¢ ve@ive againft.Robert and David Bruce has .as
¢ manyLyes in it as Words.” Buthe thould have
known, that Mr. Caxton was only the Printer,
«not the Author of théfe Chronicles. The fame
Confideration fomewhat abaigs the Reflection of
D2 “ the

29
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D¢ Hifio- the learned Gerard obn Voffius, _That there are
g Lati- 1ot a few Things in thefe Chronicles that thew
’ a want of Judgment. It has been obferved of
Major, That as he all along mixes the Chroni-

Macken- cles or Hiftory of England and Scotland, he
fj’?,j,f"”“ takes the greateft Part of what concerns his own
tcoch  Nation from the Englifb Writers, among whom
Writersy, hig principal Authors are Bede, Caxton, and

;ra;'llsl_' Froiffard : That he owns himfelf, he often li-

Englih terally tranflated Caxfon, though he takes Oc-

Hybrical cafion to quarrel with his Hiftory, and efpeci-

Libres- 4lly for its afferting the Dependance of the
Crown of Scotland upon that of England. But
it is ftill a more fevere RefleCtion which the laft
of thefe Writers has thought fic to make eon
Mr. Caxton and his Hiftory, as encouraging
his Readers by the Opportunities he had of be-
ing acquainted with the Court Tranfactions of
his own Time, vrz. King Edward 1V, to hope
great Matters from him, when his Fancy only
led him into an Undertaking above his Strength:
Though Mr. Caxton tells his Readers, at the
very Beginning of thefe Chronicles, as has
been fhewn before, that they ended at the Be-
ginning, and not at the End of King Edward’s
Reign.

It has been likewife reported, That Mr.Cax-
ton, at his Return to Englend, found the begin-
nings or rough Draught of a certain Hiftory,

Bale,Pitzs, begun by one who was a Leéturer or Reader of
G« Hiftory in the Monaftery of St. Albans; others
fay a learned Schoolmafter of the T&wn, who

had laid the Foundation of a compleat Body of
Englifb Hiftory, but died before he could finith

his intended Work ; and, that Mr. Caxton took

thofe imperfect Papers, and added to them his

own
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own Colle@ions from fome of the beft Aurhors;
as Livy, St. Auftin, Bede, 8&c. the fame which the
Compiler of the Frudtus temporum tells vs be
vfed, and called it Fructus temporum. But this
Miftake feems owing to thefe Reporters ha-
ving never feen the Engli/fb Chronicle printed
by Mr. Caxton three Years before the Frultus
temporum was printed at' St. Albans. But this
Chronicle being afterwards reprinted with the
Fruttus temporum, gave occafion to the con-
founding <hefe two Hiftories, and czalling * The
Chronicles of England, which is confined to thag
Kingdom, by the Name of Fruftus temporum,
or the Fruits of Times ; which treats of Scrip-
ture and foreign Hiftory, as well as of Englifh,
as will be thewn more particularly by and by.
It has been further remarked, That though
Mr. Caxton, in his Colophons at the End of the
Books prmtcd by him in King Edward 1Vih’s
Reign, fuppofes the Begmmng of it to have
been 4. D. 1460 ; yet in thefe  Chronicles he
fays, he was proclazmed through the City the
fourth day of Marche the yere of our Lord God
1459. But I'fuppofe, he here reckons accord-
ing to the Ecclefiaftical Account, which begins
the new Year at Lady-day. However this be,

31

it has been abferved, That in the Englifh Hl-Specd
ftories there is a continual Anachronifm of a &«

Year, and fometimes of two, from this Year
1460, to the End of this Reign ; and, that the
Dgﬁérenae qf‘dutbar: bath here bred fome Can/'zh

As fayth Caxton in his Chronicle, which he calls the
.Fruztgf tymeg, Grafton’s Hiff. of’ England, Vol. I1.

It is recorded an found in the Chronicle of I’Vzl,/zlsm;r
Caxtm, called” Fraétus temporum. Fox's A&s and Mogumenss,

Fel. 69. a. Ed. 1563.
D3 Son
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fion of Years. This will fufficiently appear by
the following Detail. In the Chronicle print-
ed with the Fruétus temporum, 1515, 1t 1s faid,
that the ¢ fourthe daye of March 1459 he wag
« proclaimed thrugh the'Cyte, of London, King
¢ Edward the fourthe by name: and abour
¢ Mydfomer after, the yere of our lerde 1460
¢ and the firfte yere of his regne, he was crown-
ted at Wefiminfler’ Our old printed Sratute
Books, in French and Latin, record the Begin-
ning of this Reign thus: Edwardus quarsus
incepit regnare quarto die Marcij anno dominé
1460 coronatus fuit 28 die Junij. The fame
is affirmed in the Summarie of the Clronicles, &e.
that he began to reigne the 4th day ef Marche
by the name of Edward the fowerth 1460 —
and on the 28th of June be was crowned at
Weftminfter.  But Speed intimates, that he
was proclaimed the fourth of March 1461
Ha!l informs us, That ¢ the 4th day of March
* he, as Kyng, rode to the Church of St. Paule,
¢ and there offered, and on the-morrow, March
¢ the gth, he was proclaimed Kyng by the
¢ name of Edward the 4th throughout the ci-
¢ tie, in the 39th yere of King Henry VI, and
‘the 29th daie of Fune was at Wefminfler
¢ with all folempnitie crouned and anoynted
¢ kynge Edward che gth after Willyam the Con-
“queror, which was in the Yere of Chrifles in-
‘carnation 1461 Polydore Virgil {ays, « Ad
€ 3calend. Julij [June 28] 1461, rex creatur.
The Writer of the Hiftory of England, in
2 Vol. 82, of which a fourth Edition was
printed, 4. D. 1715, fays, ¢ he was proclaimed
“King of England upon the 4th of March
¢ 1400, and crowned the 28th of Fune’ Mr,

Echard
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Echard tells us, That © from the fourth Day of
« March, 1461, agcording to the common Com-~

« putation in thofe Days, commenced the Reign
¢« of King Edward IV ; and that on the 28:th
¢ Day of j’zme he was, with great Solemnity,
«crowned ‘at Weflminfter! Mr. Collier fays,
¢ he was proclaimed March 4, 1461, and crown-
“ed Fume 26th.” And Rapin, different from
s every Body elfe, tells us, That ¢ Edward was
¢ proclaimed the 5th of March 1461, and his
¢ Coronation fixed to Fune the 20th, To name
no. more, the learned Du Pin obferved, That
¢ Edward 1V was declared ng of England m-
¢ the Month of Fune 14671.

In thefe. Chronicles King fobn is reported ta
be.poifoned at the Abby of Swinefbed near, Lin-
colne, by a Monk of that Houfe, TFhis Ac-
count of that Prince’s Death, together with the
different Relations of it. by others, the learned
and induftrious Mr. Fox inferted in the firfk
Edition of his Affs and Moenuments, &c. to
which was added, in fome of the after Edi-
tions, particularly in the Seventh, printed 1632,
a Cut, deferibing the poifoning of King John by
a’ Monk .of Swinftead Abby, iz Lincoln(hire,
In this Defcription the Monk is reprefented ag
being firft abfolved by the Abbar, then pre-
fenting King Fobn, fitting at a_Table in his.
Robes, with hjs ¥ Crown on his Head, with a
Cup of Poifon, drinking himfelf of ic to the
King, and faymg, * Waflail my liege, the King+* 1
and the Monk both lying dead, and the perpc-youﬁmlt&
tual Mafs fupg daily fox‘ the Monk. This Ac-

Y This muft be an improprietie, if, as our Hiftorians tell us, the
King loft his Crowne in the Wafhes or River: Weﬂﬁrmm, before he
cams to the 4bly,

D4 count,
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count, given by Mr. Fox, of this Matter, varies
from that given by the Author of the Chronicle
which Mr. Caxton printed in thefe two Part-
Lol.  culars. 1. The Occafion of the Monk’s being
Ne. HI £ incenfed againft the King; which, according
to Fox, was certaine talke that the King bad at
bis table concerning Ludouike the French king's
fon whiche then had entered and ufurped upon
bim ; whereas Caxton’s Chronicle afcribes it to
the King’s Speech of the Monk’s too large Pro-
vifion, and {wearing, That if he lived but half
a Year longer, he would make a half-penny Loaf
worth ewenty Shillings. 2. The Place of the
King’s Burial, which Mr. Fox, with the gene-
rality of our Hiftorians, fays, wasat Worcefler, .
and the Chronicle printed by Caxton, at Wyn-
chefter 5 which Difference, perhaps, might be
occafioned by the old fpelling the Names of
thefe two Places, thus, #yncefire and Wynceftre,

and the one being miftaken for the other.
However this be, Father Robert Parfons, the
Jefuir, charged Mr. Caxton with being the firfk
Author of this Story: And a later Writer of
Zf“ggih Notes on * Rapin’s Hiftory of England, as the
7 111 Frff that menuions it in English ; withal adding,
#-242. That it is not mentioned by any Hiftorian that
lived within fixty Years of King Fobn’s Death,
or beforc; A. D. 1276 ; when his being poifon’d
15 menticned in a Latin Chronicle wrote by
Jobn®, Abbat of Peterburgh, which ends 1259.
But to obviaté thefe Miftakes and Reflecions,
1t will be fufficient to tranfcribe what the learn-
ed and judicicus Dr. §obn Barcham, Dean of

" Rex— cadibus et incendiis vacans de Northfolk verfus Lynde-
fey per abbathiam Swynethevede venit; ubi, fecundum Guoidam,
Ppotionatus tranfiit Slafford, ' IR

Bock-
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Bocking, A. D. 1623, has faid of them in his
Life of this unhappy Prince, printed by ¥.
Speed.

¢« This,  fays be, being the Cataftrophe of his
¢ tragical Rexgne, might alfo have been the
¢ clofe of his Story, had not the fuddeénefs of
¢ his Death exated fome fearch into the caufe
¢ of his ficknefs. Such Authors as touch the
¢« matter but in general content themfelves with
'« faying, he died of * grief, or of a ® feavour, or
¢ a°flux, or adfurfeit. But thofe who have
¢ entred into particulars, infift on fuch a furfet
¢as whereof both grief, feavour and flux were
< moft probable effefts and {ymptomes. For,
¢ coming, fay they, from the Wathes to Swin-
« fbed Abby (being of the Ciffeaux Order which
«of old he had much incenfed) he added new
¢« matter of offence as he fate at meat, when, in
«{peech f of his enemies too large provifion, he
<{ware, if He lived but half a year longer, he
¢ would make one half penny loaf as deare as
< & twelve : which to prevent, a Monk that had
¢ Holy Habir, whether in love to Lewis, .or
¢ hate to the King, or pity to the land, prefent-
¢ ing Him 'with an envenomed Cup, whereof

¢ the King commanded him to be his Tafter,-
¢ became the Diabolical inftrument of his own.

“and bis Soveraign’s deftruction, This Rela-
¢ tion, delivered by Monks, and Men of Mon-~

@ Fo. de Walling. b Pal_ya'ar Verg. ¢ Tho. Otterburne.

9 Mat. Wefi.

“¢ Chronicle of St. 4lbans MS. Sundry Englits Chronicles MS.
“Caxton’s Chronicle. -

£ Englyp Chron. MS. Euloginm MS.

8 As dear as twelve half-penny loaves, Leiceftrenfis. As xz pence.
Otterburn.  As 20d. Polychroni. As 205. Caxtor’'s MS. 1 pounc?
of bread 1 Pound of filver, Eulogium MS,

k“i{,h
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¢ kith humour as a thing fo undeniable, that
« they avow, at what time they wrote this._, b five
< Monks in that Abby did fing for this their bro-
< ther's foule [pecially, and fo fbould whiles the
« Abbey flood, which, if it had been forged,
<every child might eafily have refuted; and
< the rehearfal of all circumftances therof, (of
« the King’s Speeches, of the Monk’s conference
¢« with the Abbat, of his preparing the drinks
¢« with the Toad in the garden, of his dying in
< the lnfirmary) might deferve credit with.the
« greateft Patrons of Monkery: Yet ! one of
< them (as if by acquitting Simon of Swinfhed
< all other of fuch Orders were cleared from
< affaffinating of Princes, tho’ Fames Clement did -
¢ kill Henry I11 of France) ftriveth eagerly to
« afperfe fome late * Relaters hereof with. the
< blots of both Malice and Forgery. Wherein
<is the Malice? in adding to the Narrations:
« Pictures alfo of the falt, fo to move hatred to-
¢ Monkes and their Religion. Wheras, of truth,
« either Monkes, or men of that Religion, were
¢ the very firt who not only fo depiétured, but
¢ al{o lively and richly depainted in their good-
¢ lieft Manufcripts, particularly the MS of
¢ St. Alban’s in the Library of the Archbithop
< of Canterbury, and a Manufeript written in
< the time of King Edward1, in Mr. Selden’s
¢ Library ; where the King is limmed with. His
¢ Crowne and rich robes fitting at a banquer,
¢ and foure Monks in their habits coming ta
¢ him, wherof one prefents Him with the pot-

" Chron. of St. Albans, MS. Caxton et alii. Eulogiusm faithy
Tres Morachos ex confenfu Capituli generalis,
' F. Parfor’s Warn word Enc, 2. ¢. 15.
X J. Fox, Sir Fran. Haflings. S
S ¢ {foned
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¢ foned Cup: Wherin then dhe Forgepy? In
¢ Fox’s adding, to Caxton', that bis. Abbat gawe
< bim Abfolution: for the fame before-band, there
« being no fuch matter at: all; nor mention. therof
¢ in the Stery. Na'! let the very Story fpeale™ 2
¢ The Monk went ta.the dbbat, and, was [hriven
<of bim,-and told the Abhat all:the King bad
¢ faid ; and prayed bis Abhat ta affoyle him, far
¢ he woulde give the King fuch a drinke that al}
« England fbould be glad therof and joyful. Tho
< yode-the-Monke into the garden, &c. Yea one
¢ Menk, - Leceftrenfis, alledgeth. an inducemens
¢« for the Abbat’s aflent therto, far that the
¢ King had fent for the Abbar’s Sifter, a faire

¢ Priorefle, with. purpofe ta have defloured her.

« Yea, bus the Story it felf iz-charged wich No~
< velty, the * firfk auther therof bemng but Anno
¢ 1483, and all other former writers making no
« mention of if. ‘'Fhis, if toue, were fomewhat
« and doubtleflz it is as true as the former. For
¢ how could he, Caxton, bethe firft author, fih
¢ the Latine Hiffory entituled ® Eudogium, whofe
« author died about 1366, hath all particulers
* more exatly fet downe tham that Englifb. one
¢ hath, and exprefsly, that she Mouke conferred
s with his Abbat of bis whole purpofe, and fhrived,
< or confefled, bimfelf bow be woulde, fuffer this
¢ voluntary Martyrdoms, as Caiaphas faid of
¢« Chrifte, better one perifh tham a Nation. At
“ awbich conflancy of the Martyr the Abbat wept
“ for joy, and prayfed G QI>: Sa the Minke be-
<ing abfolved by the Abbat was undaunted, and
¢ taok the Cup, &e. And not enly Raenulph the

! F. Parfiw's Warnword. - ™ Caaton’s Chron.

8 F. Parfon's ibid. . |

® MS. i biblio. D. Reb. Catten,

§ Monk
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« Monk-of Chefter, author of the Polycronicon;
¢ who was born in the reign of Henry 111, the
« very next reign to that of King Fobn, Fobn
¢ of Tynmouth who flourithed 1336, and Thomas
« Otterbaurne the Francifcan Frier who ended
« his ftory Anno 1420, recorded it as Fama
< vulgata, a Fame generally received ;- but fun-
«dry other ancient ftories, as fobn of Lich-
« field, the Monke of Leicefter, and Scala Munds,
< to omit other namelefle authors before .4nnp
« 1483, as Hift. de geftis Reg. Joh. MS, and
< Englifh Chronicles MS before Edward 111, fo
< confidently avouch his poifoning at Swin/bead,

< that unpartial after » Writers, though friends

< to Monkery, make no fcruple to believe ir.
« And why fhould they not? fith an author
¢« more ancient and unexceptionable than all the
< reft, even King Febn’s fon and fucceffor in His
¢ Kingdom, averred it, when the Prior of Cler-
¢ kenwell faucily telling Him, being in that
¢ Houfe, that as foon as be ceafed to do juflice to-
<« wards His Prelates, be fbould ceafe to be a-
¢ King; the King, enraged with his traito-
<rous threate, replied®, What? meane you
¢ to turne me out of my Kingdom, and after-
« ward to murder me, as my Father was dealf
< with?’

By all this it fufficiently appears, That, whe-
ther this Story be true or not, it wasnot a Sto-
ry of Mr. Caxton’s making, and that be was not
the fir/# who mentioned it in Exglifb. He only

" ? William Caxton, Fobn Major; Geo. Lilius et alii. i .

. 9.0 quid fibi vult iftud, vos Anglici, vultifne me, ficut quon-
dam- patrem meum, ‘2 Jegpo precipitare, atque acgare precipitas
tam ? - Mat, Paris Hifto, Major. . 854.

copled
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copied it from an* Englifb Chronicle in Manu-
fcript ; and the moft that can be faid of bim is,
that be was the firft who printed it. As.for
F. Parfons, he feems not to have known of this
Edition of the Chronicles of England, A. D.
1480 ; that to which be refers being the Edi-
tion at St, Albans three Years after. However
this be,. if we may credit Mr. Fox, of the Wri-
ters_concerning the Death of this Prince, the
moft agree in this, That he was pmfoned by
the Monk above-named. But to return to
Mr. Caxton.

About three Months after his printing thechn Dom.
Chronicles of England, he printed a little Tra& 48
in-Folio, of the fame Size with the Chronicles,
which he called The defeription of Englond,
Wales and Scotlond, gqnd alfo Yrlond ; which,
he faid, ¢ was fyny(hed by him the 18th day of
¢ Auguft the yere of our lord god 1480 and the
¢ 20 yere of the regne of King Edward IVth.
This was printed from Fobn Trevifa’s Englifb
Tranflation of Ranulph Higden, the Compiler
of the Polychronicon, and afterwards reprinted
with the Fruftus temporum, &c. In the Edi-
-tion of it by fulian Notary, 1515, the follow-
ing Rubrics are prefixed to it

([ Here foloweth a lytell treatyfe the whych
treateth of  the defcription of this londe whiche
of .olde thyme was named Albyon, and after
Britayne, and now is called Englonde and

T ‘The Manufcript of this Chronicle, which I have feen, -ends
with the 6th of Edward 111, 4. D. 1332. But another Manu-
feript Copy of it in Bemnet Coll. Library, ends with that Reign,
A. D.1377. aPart of the laft Sentence being~—rbe avbich kyng Ed-
ward awben ke had regned 1i yere and more——— be deide at Shete -
on whos faule god have merey Amen.  As it is printed.

{peaketh
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fpeaketh of -the 'mobleffe and worthinelfe of

the -fame. i o ]
@ Itis foo, that in many-and diverfe places
the comyn Cronycles of Englond tben had, and

alfo nowe late en'prynted. And forafmoche as
the -dyfcrypcyon of “this tonde whyche of “olde

tyme was named «A/byon, and after Brytayne is
not défcryved ne'comynly:badde, ne .thenoble-

-peffe and worthynefle of the fame isnotknowen;

therefore I entende to fette .in this booke -the
defcrypcion of this fayde yle of Bryfaine and
with the commodytes of the fame. . ’

Then follows a Table of the Contents; by
which it appears, that this Defeription, &c. con-
fiftsof twenty nire Chaprers. It has been obferv’d,

Eoglih. ‘That ¢ from the Conqueit, down to the Reign
Hiferical « of King Henry the Eighth, our £nglyb:Geo-

Library.

¢ graphers ‘have either -been very few, or the
< want of Printing has occafioned the :Lofs of
<« moflt of them ; and thar this of. Caxren’s is the
¢ only Thing in its Kind which we have” "And
yer, it's certain, this is not Gaxten’s, but Hig-
den’s, and only printed by him from Trevi/a’s
Tranflation of it into Englifb, as has been
hinted before.

An.Dom. It feems as if about this Time, or a litle

1480.

before, a f third Printing Prefs was fet up in
the Town of St. Albans, about twenty Miles
from London, by one whofe Name, Sir Henry

{ The Time of fetting up this Prefs is faid, by Sir - Hesiry
Chawneey, to have been whibdt ¥illiam 4fban was Abbat ;) who, ac-
cording to him, died Fely 1, 1476, the 16th of Edward ¥V, But
this feems:as much or more tooearly for Infomuch's printing here,
if that was the- Name of the Printer, as 1471 is‘for Caxton’s
printing in the Abby ef /7%efminfer,

Chauncey
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Chauncey fays, was Fobp Infomuch;, who is by
Bifhop Bule faid to be a School-mafter, and by
Pits, a Przleftor, or Reader of the Abby of
that Place. But howcver this be, the follow-
ing Book, printed here in Lasin this Year 1480,
is faid o be 1mprmted at the Town of St
Albans. According-to the .printed Caralogue
of the late Bifhop More’s rare and uncom-
mon Books, it bore this Title: Rbetorica nova
Fratris Laurentii Gulielmi de Saona ordinis mi-
norum compilata in alma Univerfitate Cantabri-
giz ann, 1478, zmpre[a apud Villam Sti Albani
1480. Though, it feems, the Copy of this
Book, which is in Benner College Library, has
~neither, at the .Beginning or End, any Account
of the Prmters Name, or of the Place or
Time where or when it was printed,

However this be, it feems pretty certain,
That in the Year 148 3, there ‘was printed here
another Book, entitled, Frucfus temporum with
the cronycle of Englond In the Prologue to it
we.are told, That ¢in the yere 1483, at faynt
« Albons, fo that men may know, thactes,

% namely ‘of oure noble kyngs of Englond, is
¢ compylid togeder in oo boke” De Worde

thus fpeaks of it, in a Colophon at_the End of

his Edition of it, 1497. Here endyth this pre-

“fent -cronycle of Englond with-the Fruyte of
tymes compyled in g booke and enprynted. by one

. fometime Jcolemafer of St. Albans. "This Book
begins with a Table of Contents. Next - fol-

lows a.Prologue, which begins thus : .Jnfomocke

thatit is neceffary to all creatures of Chryfien

relygyon, -or of fals relygyon, or gentyles or-Ma-
‘chomytes, to knowe ther Prince or Pr)mzs that
'regﬂe upon them, and thém to sbey: fo it'is com-
modious

.4[
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modious to knowe ther noble aftes and dedes, and
the circumflaunce of their lives.——After inti-
mating, as above, the Time when, and Place
where thefe A&es were compiled, it is added,
That * moreover is tranflated out of latyn into
« englithe fro the begynnynge of the worlde the
¢ lygnage of Cryft The foure pryncypall
¢ reames of the worlde, that is to faye, of Ba-
¢ bylon, of Percees, of Grekes, and of Romiayss,
¢ And all the Emperours of Rome, or Popes, by
¢ ordre- and theyr names, and many a notable
¢ fader with certen of their actes.——— Next
¢ are reherfed the names of the Auv&ours, of
¢ whome thefe Cronycles been tranflated mooft,
“ Namely, Galfridus Munmoth monk in his
< booke of Brute: S. Bede in the aétes of Eng-
¢ londe, in hifs boke of tymes: Gildas in the
¢ alles of Brytayne ; William Malmsbury monke
¢ in the attes of the kynges of Englonde and by-
* Mareus, ¢ thops 3 * Caffiderus of the A&tes of Emperors
‘é:“rf;‘;;: ¢ and Bifthops, St. Auftin de civitate Dei; Titus
T, ¢ Livius de geftis Romanorum ; Martyn, peni-
¢ renciary to the Pope, in his cronycles of Em-
¢ perors and bithops; and namely © Theobaldus
« Cartufienfis conteynynge in his boke the pro-
« grefle of all notable faders froin the begynnyng
¢ of the world unto our tyme with the notable
¢ actes of the fame.” Next it is intimated as if
it was the firft Defign of the Compilér of this
Book to have continued the Hiflory to the Year
1483, or the End of King Edward 1V Reign.
“In this new tranflation, fais the Writer, are

42

' Theobaldus Anglicus——— claruit anno 1320, opis*condidit
progreffu Sandorum Patrum. Eo volumine comiplexus eft. gefta
San&torum omnium, quos vel in facris bibliis, vel hiftoriis Ecclefia-
fticis, reperiffet. G. F. Voffi de Hiftor. Lat. /ib. IIL.. ‘

¢ con-
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* conteyned many notable and marveylous thmgs

“and thofe ben allcged by au&oryte of many

“famous clerks*. And, that every man may* Zarned

- knowe howe thyfc cronycles ben ordered,. yef’:’,j;’[a‘;:

¢ fthall underftonde, that this  boke is devyd ed 1
¢ into vij partes. the feventhe parte fro the

¢ Normans unto oure tyme, whyche is under the

¢ regne of Kynge Edward the fourth 23 yere

¢ whoos noble cronycles by cuftome may not be
¢feen:’ or are not commonly known. From

hence have fome of our learned Writers a litcle

too haftily concluded, that this Chronicle,
printed by Caxton, ended with-the End of King

Edwards Reign.  But, whether by Death ‘or

any other Means the Compller of it was hindred

from executing his Defign, it’s plain enough,

that the Part of it which belongs to Britain

ends wich the Beginning, inftead of the End,

-of King Edward’s Reign, 4. D. 1460. What
feems to make it probable,. that this was owing

to the Compiler’s dying before he had finithed

what he undertook’ is, That in an Edition of

this Book in Benzet Col. Library, in the Cor-

tents of the feventh and laft Part, thefe Words

are ufed: Here begynnys the vii parc continuing

20 our dais that is to fay to the regne of King
Edward ¢e iiii, the xxiii yere. However this

be, at the End of this Prologue is prmted

€ Explicit Prologus.
€ Hic incipit frufius temporum,

¢ Bycaufe of this boke’s made 1o tel what

‘ tyme of any thynge notable was, therfore the
‘begynnynge of all tymes fhortely fhall be
“touchid:’ And, accordmgly the Hiftory of the
, E Crea-
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Creation of the World is here related. When
thic Writer comes to fpeak of Afcanius the 7th
kynge of Ytaly, having told his Readers, that he
was Son to Eneas, and built the City of A/byon,
and was called the Zynge of the Albans, that
he gate Sylvius the 8th &ynge of Ifaly, and,
that Sylvius was Father unto Brute kynge of
Brytaine nowe called Englonde, he adds, I Jeve
of the kynges of Ytaly, for they dyd but lytell
noble thynges, tyll it becomen to Romulus and
And now to
proceed to the cronycles of Englonde, for the

“awhiche namely this boke is made. Then fol-

lows:

€ Incipit regnum Britanie nunc diét. Anglia.

Here this Writer feems to have had.the Affi-

ftance of one of our MS. Englifb Chroricles

(the fame that Caxton printed, if he did not

'print from that) from whofe Senfe he no wife

varies, though the language and expreflions
are, not always juft alike. Thus they both
begin :

MS. Chronicle. Fru&tustemporum, &e.

: ed. 1515.
Here may a man hur| q Afore that I wyll
how Engelonde was|/fpeke of Brute it fball
fyrft callede Albyon|be fhewid howe the londe
and aftir who hit hadde|of". Englonde was firft

that name. nanied Albyon and by
-~ |wbat enchefon it was o
”amd- S R L VI

. Inthe noble londe of| Of zhe  noble. londeof
Syrrie ther was a noble | Sirrie ther was a ryal
D king; o kynge
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king, a.ftronge man|dynge and myghty, and
and a mighty af:body|a man of grete renowne
and af grete name that|zhat was callede Diocle-
men callid Diocletian|fvan that wel and wor-
that wel .and-worthelyizbely bim governed and
governed him through|ruled through bis- noble
his gode chmalry Soo|chinalry. Soo that —m
that —

qr Explicit prima pars.

q Here begynneth now how Bruse was goten,
dnd how he flewe ficft his moder, and after his
father, and how he conquered Albyoﬂ that after
he named Brytayne after his owne name that
now is callyd Englonde after the name of Engif?
of Saxonie. q This Brate came into Brytayné
aboat the 18th yere.of Heley. That is, ac-
cording to this Writer’s Computation, in the
Yearof the World 4024, and before the Birth
of Chriff, 1114. '

€ Here begynneth 'the fourtb aege durynge
to the transiyguracion, . In this part the Jewith
Hiftory is mixed with that of Britaine to the
Year of the World 460e. Then begins thé
Jifth age of .the- worlde durynge 1o the? Nati=
vitic of Gbriffe: In which is intermixed the
‘Hiftorie of the Fews, efﬁam Romans, Greeks,
Britains and Egyptians. Next begins the fixth

* Cheiftus ndtis eft ex Virgine Maria Anno Mundi 5r93. The

valgar Year of Chriff is reckoned to be in the Yéar of the World-

4010, and of the Ful. Per. 4714. by others 4001, and of the
Fulian Period: 4710.  Bedford’s Scripture Chronology, p. 746-
Stranchius fays in the Year of the Fulian Périod 4714. 'Brewia-

~ rium Chrono. “Nith. Man: §767. QF tht true Year of the
,Fiffb"f‘ Chni{ P hz

E 2 age
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age at Cryflys Natyvyte, which is here placed
in the Year of the World 5193, and dures 1o
the final jugement havynge yeres as God knoweth.
In this partis given an account c_>f the Ordre .of
Popes of Rome, with whom, 1t is here faid,
God lefte bis power, and of the fucceffion and
altes of the Kings of Britaine to about the
Year of Chrift 449. Then begyns the fyfthe
part of the Book durynge from the coming of
the Saxons to that of the Danes about the
Year of our Lord 449. Then follows an ac-
count of the Roman Emperors and Popes; a
Note, that Englond was longe time criftened
afore France ; and fome account of Mabomet,
Then comes the Hiftory of the .Danifh and
Norman Princes with that of the Popes of
Rome intermixed with it. Wyllyam baftard,
Duke of Normandy, is here faid, agreeable to
the common account, to come into Englonde,
A.D. 1066. After the Hiftory of his Reign
follows that of the Popes, which is the metkod
ufed in the remaining part of this book. The
chronicles of England end with the Coronation
of K. Edward 1V. 1460. After this follows
fome account of Pope Calixtus 111, of his be-
ing chofen 1455 ; and a Note of the increafe
of Printers 1457; and fome account of Pope
Pius 11, who is here faid to have been chofen
1458. ) '

SAll this plainly relates to the reign of K,
Henry VI, But then follows an account of
Poules a Venetian being Pope, and chofen
1464: of Leodium the londe of /uke being op-
preffed, and inthe Year 1468. utrerly deftroyed-

- by Charles duke of Burgundy. Laftly, of Pope.

Sixtus1V a Fobannes and a frere minor, who'
was
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was chofen 1471. and called Francifcus de

Sanona*. ¢ He, for anarmye to be made agenft* szuipa.

¢ the Turke, gave grete Indulgences of pardon

<of the trefori of #be chyrche unto all cryften

¢ reames, that he myght ordeyne fome trefore

* to withftande the mysbeleved Turke. And in

¢ the londe of Englonde, Fobn abbot of Abynge

¢ don was the Pope’s legate to dyfpofe this

¢ goodli treafoure of the chyrche to every feyth-

¢ ful man that wasdifpofed, and that wolde able

¢hym to receyve it.” He died of Grief and Omprius

the Gout, 4. D. 1484 " e vitis
Three Years after, 1486, was printed here ontl.

the following Book thus entituled :

¢ The lynage of Coot Armuris, and how umales
¢ gentylmen fhal be known from ungentilmen, 272087
¢ the blafyn of almaner armys in Latyn,brffy_ !
‘Frenthe and Englyfhe : the bokes of hawk-:
“yng and huntyng with othir plefuris diverfe,
¢ tranflatyc  and compylt togedyr at feynt
¢ Albons 1486, fol.” At the epnd is this co-

lophon.

] < Here in thys boke afore are contenyt the
bokys of haukyng and huntyng with othir
plefurys.dyuerfe, as in the boke apperis, and
alfo of coot armuris a nobull werke, And here
nowe endith the boke of blafyng of armys
tranflatyt and compylyt togedyr at feynt Albons

b This feems to confirm what I before intimated, that the Col.
leftor, 'tho' he lived to finith the Fruftus Temporum, yet died before,.
he could compile the Hiftory of K. Edward's Reign.

¢ Another Edition of this Book was printed by de Wards at.
Wofimfre, 2D, 21396, ’

E 3 the
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the yere from thyncamacyon of oure Lord¢
Jhu Crift MCCCCLXXXVL

Hic - finis ditiforum pergenerofis valde utxhum
ut intuentibus patebit,

©

San&us Albanus.

It is obferved of the Books printed at this
Prefs, and particularly of this laft, that they
are printed with a Letter much refembling

‘that ‘'ufed by Mr. Caxton in his firfk Werks.

From whence it has been fuppofed, that he
and this learned Collector of foreign Hiftory,
&c. were acquainted, and, that Mr. Caxten
taught him his Arc of Prmnng, and - furnith-.
ed him with a Prefs and Types tG . print at

St. Albam
About the fame time that the above men-

- tioned Printing-Prefs was fec up at St: bkni,

theré feems to have been tweo more in the City
of London by Fobn Lettou or Letton; and Wil-.
ltam de Machlinia, who by their. Names thould
be Germgns. They printed together and a-part,
Of the Books printed by ‘them we lave thg
three following prefcrved

1. Facobus de Valmrza in Plalteritm; ==
excuf, incivitate Londonienfi ad  expenfis Wil-
helmi Wilcock per me _}ohann&m%lwm

Mcceccrxxxi. fol.
2. Spe-
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2. Speculum Chriffiani ——— Iftelibellus im-
preffus eft in opulentiffima civitate Londoni-
arum per Willelmum de Machlinia, ad in-
ftanciam nec non expenfas Henrici Uranken-
bergh mercatoris: Without any Date, or Name
of Place.

3. Littleton’s Tenures. At the End of
the Book is printed this Colophon, '

€. Expliciuc Tenares nouelli Impfli p nos
Johez lettou & Willz de machlinia in Citate
Londoniare juxta ecc’az oim Scorze. '

Of this Book Sir William Dugdale has given Orig. Yur.
the following wrong and inaccurate account:ga’f"l’é';f‘
¢ Littleton’s  tenures, compiled by Thomas ' °
¢ Littleton, one of the Juftices of , the Com-
¢ mon-Plees [it thould be of the King’s-Bench]
¢ Temp. Edw. 1V. wherin he had great furthe-
“rance from Sir fobn Prifot, Lord chief Juftice
“of the fame Court [the Court of King's-
‘Bench] Temp. Hen. VI, Impr. Rbothomagi
¢ per Rich. Pynfon, Temp. Hen. VIIL Nec non
¢ Temp. ejufdem Regis H. 8. in Civitate Lando-
“uigrum juxta, Ecclefiam Omnium Sanlorum
“per obannem Lettow et Will. de Machlinia,
¢in folio.” It appears by this Book of Sir
William’s, thatone fobn Latton was Autumn
Reader of the Inner-Temple 16 and 17 Hen,
VIII. double Reader in Lent 24 Hen. VIII. and
Treafurer of the fame Society 26 Hen. VIIL
From hence: it has. been gueffed, that 4e and
-ably Rrinter- were the fame Perfon, orrather,
thas Lestoy or Letton was not a Printer, butan
eminen¢ Lawyer who procuied de Machlinia ta

E 4 pring
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print this learned and ufcful Law-Book. But.
the great Obje@ion feems to be, .that Lettou is
named by himfelf as the Printer of Yacobus de
Valentia in Pfalterium, and, that it was then
cuf’comary, ‘when any Book was prmtcd at the
Requeﬁ of any parucu!ar Perfon, for the Prin-.
tér to intimate, that it was fo- prmted ; as we
fee both thefe Printers did. -However this be,

thefe two Printers tell us that they printed
near All-hallows Church in Lazza’on but there
are fo many Churches in that City of this
Name, that one canpot now determine from
hence whereabourts thexr Preflfes were, How-:
ever it is obferved, that the Letter ufed by thefe:
two Prmters is a_very. coarfe Gotbzc one, and
more rude than Caxton's ; ‘and, that by ‘this, it-
{hould feem, that they both came from Mem‘z,
or were fome of the firft Prmters who were not’
quite Mafters of their Arr.

After fo long a. ngreﬂ"on to give what A,g:-v
count 1 cou]d of. thefe new Printing-Prefles at-
St. Albans and London, -it may be thought, per-:
haps, high Time I fhould return to Mr. Caxton,
whom we left followmg his Buﬁgefs of Print-:
ing with - his ufual Application in the Abby of"
Weftminfler. 1n 14.81 then he printed a Book:
called Godfrey of _Bologne, or the laft Siege and
Conqueft of jerz{/alem with many Hiftories
therein compnfed Fol. of which. fome Notige
has been taken before. This, Mr. Caxton tells.
us, was tranflated and reduced by him qur of
Fr enfbe into Englifbe in. thabbayc of Wefimifire,
ta. tlvezm‘e, that every crifien man may be the
better encoraged tenterprife warre for fhe de-
Jenje qf cr yicm.ome and 1o recoverihe fardeyle

o
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;of Jerufalem. L and prefented by bim unto
the moofte crifien Kynge Edw. 1111, and ¢ that it
¢ was begun the 12th-of Marche, fynyfhed the

«7th day of Fuyn and enprynted the 20th of

“:Novembre 21 yere of Edw, 1111." The crony-
cles of -Englond printed by Mr. Caxton give us
the following general Account of this Expe-
.dition, viz. ¢ That in the yere 1061. Gregory
¢ VIL called ‘a counfeyll at Turon for the holy
¢ londe'to be wonne agen, and pryvokid the

< peple to that matere; and it was fayd and
¢ beleved, that two hundred thoufand cryften
¢ men 'went to that journey. For there wente
¢ of ftates olde men and yonge, and alfo ryche
<and poore, and no man compellyd theym.
¢ ‘And this paffage was made by the vyfyon of
¢our ladie. * And the prynces of this 'people
« were dyuerfe. One was Godfroye de Boloyne,
¢ a full nobleman of all the worlde, and a ver-
“tuous man. And another was Beemona’e the
« duke of Naples : And the thyrde was Hugbe
¢ the Kynge’s ‘brother of Fraunce, and many
«other, the whiche dyde full nobly for the
¢ fayth of god:’ And it were to long in this

.*boke to reherce the glonous a&es [hat they
‘dyde.” - 0 W

51

Fhis: famc Year Mr. Caxz‘on is.faid to have 4D

printed #hyfforye of Reynard or Reynart zhe Fox,
4to.of which the late Mr. Hearne of O;gfard
gave this’ Charaéter ‘That it isan admirable
Thing;? and the Defign very good, viz. to re-
prefcnt a wife dnd polite Government. In the

h ge of it is Mr. Caxton’s Cipher W%
‘3 Fal o Wm

degpe of £ulbzgne of xhe Siege:and. Conquelt of Ferafalem

(bexrg ng‘ Edward the IVth’s Book,) Biblioth. bmztﬁiana,
Pi275.
Caxton

1;}81:
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Caxton gives the following.Account of it, and

his printing it : ¢ Wherin, fays he, ben wreton

«the Parable of good Leryng——for an ex-
« ample to the peple, &c. For.I have not added
¢ ne mynyfhed but have followed asnigh asIcan
¢ my- copy whiche was in Dutche, _and by me
 Wyllyam Caxton tranflated into this rude and
¢ fymple Englyfhe in the Abbaye of Wefmefire
¢ the vith day of - Fuy7 in the Yere of our Lord
< mcccclxxxi. and in the xxi yere of the reighne
¢ of kynge Edward the iiiith.”. . .~

- »

In Augu/? this Year Mr. Caxton likewife én-

printed into Englith, as he expreffed himfelf,

Tully of old age. This, he tells us, ©was tran-
¢ flated, and - thyftoryes openly declared by
¢ thordenaunce and defire of the noble auncient
« knight Sir foban Faldftoff of the Countee of
¢ Norfolk bannerette, lyvynge thage of four-
¢ {core yeres, endurynge the fayte of armes
¢ hauntyng. And in admynyftryng juftice and
¢ politique governaunce -under thre kynges,
¢ that is to wete Henry the fourthe, Henry the
* fyfthe, and- Henry the fyxthe; And was go-
¢« vernour of the duchye of Angeou and the
‘ countee of Mayne; Capytayne of many
« townys, caftellys and fortreflys in the fayd
¢ Royame of France, havyng the charge and
¢ faufgarde of them dyuerfe yeres ; occupyeng
¢and rewlynge thre hundred fperes, and the
¢ bowes accuftomed thenne, and yeldyng good
< accompt of the forfayd townes, cafteliys and
¢ fortrefleys to the feyd kynges,” and’ o theyr
¢ lyeutenauntes, prynces of noble recammien=
“ dation, as Foban regent of Fraunce duc of
¢ Bedford, Thomas duc of Exceftre, Thomas
*duc of Clerence, and other ly,cutenéx.i;_tsif

n
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In 1459 this great man was fiezed -with an Regiffer of
he@ic fever and afthmay under which- he laq;f;‘;’t,]?”{”
boured for 148 days:till ‘S. Leonard's feaft, No-Garter,
wember 6, when' he died, and was buried in the Vol IL.
Abby of ‘St. Benwet. of Hubme in Norwich, . %,
Our Antiquary Leland abferved, v.that . the De ferip-
Tranflator of this difcourfe is not here named tr:
by Mr. Cixton. But:a later writer tells us of aﬁfgt?/’;:'; o
Memorial “of #Wyllywor de Wyrcefire alias Bo- the Order
taner which he-has -entred againft the Year¥**
1473, by which it appedrs, that be tranflated Vol I1.
this book, ' To this purpofe is;the Memoran-
dum-in'Latin: The 2cth day of Auguft I pre-
Jented - to- Wyllyam Waynflete Bifbop of Win-
chieter zbe book «of “Tully of old Age, tranflated
by me into Englifh. . This Wyllyam Wyrcefire
‘was anrantiquary and. phifician, from whence,
perhapy; he had the. name. of Botaner, or Her-
balift, and an Aftronomer of great abilities for
the age he .lived in. -‘Hewasborn in the City
of - Briftol; Anno -1415. and fometyme feruaunte
and. foget withe bis reyerent mafler John Faftelf
Cheyalier and exercifed in the werres contynuelly
above 4.4 yeres: and in fo: grete favour wich Sir
Jobn, that -he left him one.of \the Executors -of
hig laft Will.. He wrote a_particular treasife
contaiping Memoirs of Sic Jobnw's Life -apd
A&ions, 'which he entituled f 4a. Domini
Johannpis

¢ In" the MS. Library of Beaner Coll. is a MS. thus entinged,
%{fg"w Will, Wosceter de Brifoll ad. Montem S. Mighaglis, in
-G %‘A?Sm:, T
TP Rt impetfe&t: Memorandums printed by 7. Hearre,'and
}@llemﬁy i Filliam Wyrcefire's . Annals of, Englith affairs bare .
galy thefe two conceming Sir Fobn Faffolff. . 'That in the fixthc and
Aeventh "Yeats of Henry 4. when Thomas, the King’s fecond fon
who! was' afferward Duke of Clargnce” was made Licuterient of
Trelandy
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Johannis Faftolf,” but- whether in Englifb or

" Latin is altogether uncertain. But however,

* Know-
ledge.

this englith tranflation of this book of Tully's
printed by Caxfon, by ‘whomfoever made, is
not from the original Latin, but, as Mr, Caxton
informs us, from the Frenthe by Laurence de
rimo fafto at the commaundemente of ' the
noble Prince Lewis duc of Bourbon. Mr. Caxton
adds, ¢ That this book, thus. reduced into eng-
«lith, was with grete inftaunce, laboure and
¢ cofte comen into his honde, and, that he ad-
¢ yyfedly had feen over, redde, and confidered
¢ the noble, honefte and vertuous mater neceffi-’
¢rily requifite unto men ftepte in age, 'and to
< yonge men for to lerne how they oughtto
< come to the fame, to which ‘every man na-
¢ turelly defyreth to atteyne.’ -
With this Bookof Tully’s of Old Age Mr,Cax-
tor printed another of the fame Orator’s df
Friendfbip. For this he gave'the followingRea-
fon, ¢bycaufe ther cannot be annexed tooldeage
* a better thynge than good and very'friendthip.
¢ Thisbook. therfore he put in print, to thentent,
¢ that veray amyte and frendthip may be had as
¢ it ought to.be in every ftate and degree and
¢ vertue, without which frendfhip may not be
* had, may be encreafed, and vices efchewid.’
This book, Mr. Caxzon tells us, was ¢ tranflated
¢ into our maternal englith by the vertuous and
“ noble lord Typtoft therle of Worcefler which
¢ in his time flowred in vertue and cunning *,
¢ to whom he knew none like emonge the lordes
¢ of the temporalitiein {cience and ‘moral virtue,
Ireland,” Fobn Faflolff, ‘who was then onlj an Efqﬁf}e was ;:nnt}np—
ally with him : And that 1459, the King kept his Chriftmas at
Leycefter, and Fanmes Qrmn;zl{, ‘Barl. of Wilts was duriggthe Jaid
feltival at Fobn Faftolff’s houle in Soutbwerk. q
S fand
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<and which late pytoufly loft his lyfe.” For

being Lieutenant of Ireland under the Duke of
Clarence King Edward’s Brother, and falling:
into the Hands of the .appofite Party during:

the fhort-Reftoration of King Henry VI, Ad-
vantage was taken of that Opportunity, and be

accufed of exercifing in Irefand more extreme .

Cruelty than princely Pity, or charitable Com-
paflion,..and in: efpecial on two enfantes being
Jonnes .to the erle of Defmond, and atteinted for
trea/bz; and bebeaded: Tho’ the Hiftorian, who
gives this Account of ‘him, intimates there was
a ftrong. Sufpicion, that this fevere Ufage of

this noble and worthy. Lord proceeded : from*

malyce aganyi bim coneeywed, or, that he fell a
-Sacrifice to party Anger and Revenge.

* With thefe two Books of T/ly’s were printed, -
by Mr.. Caxtens two very elegant Orations of
s.Banatufius Magnomentanus, ' fuppofed to be:

Jpaken by Cornehas Scipio and Casus Flaminius,
who were Rivals in the Courtfhip of Lucretza

the Daughter of Fulvius : The Defign or Argu- ‘
ment, of Wthh -1s; to - thew wberin- honoure

_/haulde refle or confj . Thefe Orations, Mr.
Caxton tells us, were likewife tranflated by the
right vertuous and noble zherle of Wircefter, in
whofe, Praife. .he- thus farther. enlarges: ¢ His
¢ foule, Jays ke, 1 recommende unto your fpe-
¢ cial prayers, who al{o in his tyme made man

¢ other vertuous werkys which'I have heard of’
o) good bleflyd Lord GO D ! what grear loffe
¢ wag it of, that noble, vertuous and wel difpo-
< fed,. lord 2, :when 1 remembre and advertyfe

¢ his Iyf, hlS fcx;ncc and his vertue, methynketh :

"€ ', Leland, Comm, de Script. Bntann, P 48,
¢ god
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¢ god not difplefed, -over grete a lofle of fuche
«a man; confideryng " his -eftate- and conning;
<and alfo thexercife of the fame;: with the grete
¢ laboures in gooyng on pylgremage unto Fhe:
« rufalem, vyfytyng there the holy Places that
« oure bleflyd Lord Fbefie €rifte halowed with
¢ his' bleflyd prefence, and fhedyng there his
< precious blood for our redempeion, And from
< thens afcended unto His Fader in Leuen. And
¢ what worfhip had he at" Rome in the * prefence
< of our holy fader the Pope? and fo-in alle
¢ other Places unto his- deth, At which deth
¢ every man that was there mighe lerne to die,
- and take his deth patiently, wherin I hope and
¢ doubt not but, that G O D receyved: his foule

« into his everlaftyng blyfle. For, as I am en-

¢ formed, he ryght advyfedly ordeyned alle his
< thynges, as well for his laft Will' of worldely
¢ goodes, as for his foule’s helthe, and paeyent-
¢ly and holyly without grudchynge in-charite
¢ * to fore that he departed out of thig worlde,
¢ which is gladfome and joyous to here Of
this Tranflation of thefe two Orations, made by
this noble Lord, Leland obferved, That ‘it
¢ was fo terfe, neat and fignificant, that it might
¢ well be doubted whether the Author of them
< arote, or he tranflated with greater- Grace.
Mr. Caxton adds, That ¢ this lytil Volume, a

b “Nullus peraliquot fecula’nobilitate infignis hofpes urbi‘{.Rar;w'}

'gratior erat Tipetoto ' Cujus humanitas, candor, fplendor etiam et

facundia Ciceroniana illa Romanorum omnium cum oculos, tum
‘mentes-ita occupabant ‘et poffidebatit quoque, ut catitus illum eo
demiflim, tanquam Numen; non modo crederent, verum etam
colerent.  §. Leland, ibid. .- .

* Affirmat- Phreas Pium 1I™ Pontificem, - audita ejus oratione
longe difertiffima, qua fe totum illi et purpuratorum choro patrum
roncredidit, pre gaudio quod inde acceperat, plane incredibiliy
lachrymas fudiffe, 7. Leland, ibid. .

¢ thin
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¢thin 4°, he had empryfed:temprynte under
¢ the Umbre and fhadowe of the noble protec-
¢ cion of oure mooft dradde foverayn.and mooft
¢ eriften kyng Edward the fourthe, to whom
¢ he mooft humbly byfought to receyve the fayd

“ book of him #illiam €axten his moft humble

¢ fuget and litil-fervant, and not to difdayne to
¢ take it of him {o poure,-ignoraunt and fimple
¢ a perfone.

The next Year we find Mr. €axton employ’d 4.

in printing a celebrated Book, and often quoted
by our ancient Writers, entitled Polychronicon.
This was the Work of one * Ranulph Higden,
or-Hikeden, commonly called Ralph Cbefter, an
Englifb Benedi&ine Monk of  the Monaftery of
St. Werburgh’s in Chefter, about the Year 1357,
in which he ends his Collection. He is fuppo-
fed to have:been beholden, for a great Part of it,
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to a Monk of the fame Foufe, one' Roger, who Exiis
lived‘about 4. D. 1330, ahd wrote a large Ac- Z7ffor.

count of ‘the~Affairs-of this Nation, which he
entitled, Polycratica temporum, and began it
-with the coming in of the Romans, others fay
the Beginning: of -the World, and continued it
10 the Year I 329 - Avthe Command of Thomas
oo L%

R Rauu#‘m Hzgdm Monachus Cefirenfis, Scripht varii generis
variapum que gentium hiftoriam infeptem libris, orfus a Mundi
origine, eamque texens ad annum Chrifti 1363. quo obijt, quam
Pa{ycbramton appellant, nobile opus.  F. Fofceline, Cata. Hiftori,

! Rogerus Ceftrienfis Polycratica temporum =didit, Opus elegans
ac rotundum 2 Mundi initio ufque ad annum Domini 1327. quod
incipit's Intrabo in-agros prifcorum fubfeq. Compofuit etiam addi-
tiones quindecim annorum que_incipiunt, feptimo anpo Regis Ed-
avard; 11', Polycraticorum verd primug liber poft. prefationem in-
cipit; Julivs Cefar divinis humanifgue. rebusy &c. Claryit -hic

Ceflrins, Anna 2 Chrifli nativitate 339 que witimum opys, finiit.fub
Edwards III° Idem.
‘ Lotd

ibrary.
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Lord Barkley, was a ™ Part of this Chronicle
tranflated into Englifb by his Chaplain Fobn.
Trevifa, a Cornifbman by Birth, and Vicar of
Barcleye in Gloucefterfbire, where my Lord
dwelt, His Tranflation begins with ¢ Fauliis
¢ Cefar, by counfell of the Sepators of Rome,
¢ ordeynyng wife men and ready to meafure and
¢ defcribe. all the worlde about.” This Book
Mr. Caxton now undertook to put in print, and
added a Continuation of it to 1460, colle@ed
by himfelf; which was finithed by him at the
Prefs the 2d of Fuyll 1482, in the 22d of Ed-
ward IV, or the laft Year of his Reign. Inan
Epilogue printed by him at the End of this
Book, he gives the following Account of i,
and of the Reafons which induced him to

rint it, '

¢ Thus, faizh be, endeth the boke namyd Po-
¢ licronycon made and compyled by Ranulph
< Monke of Chefire, which ordeyned it in La-
¢ tyn, and att requeft of the ryght worfhipful
¢ lorde Thomas lorde of Berkley it was tranfla-
¢ ted into Englifhe by one Trevifz thenne Vy-
¢ carye of the Parythe of Berkley. And foraf-
¢ moche as fythe the accomplithmente of this
< fayd boke made by the fayd Ranulph ended
¢ the yere of oure lorde a thoufand thre hundred
¢ fyfty and * virr, many thynges have falle
¢ whiche ben requyfyte to be added to this
¢ worke; bycaufe mennes wytte in this time

* ben oblyvious and lyghtly forgetynge many

™ What Higden wrote relating to the Times of the Britains and
Saxons was not tranflated by Frewifa, 1t was publifhed by Dr,
‘Gale in" Latin at Oxford 1691. but from a MS. which is not the

bett. Euglifp Hiffer. Library. .
thynges
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:thynges * digne to be putte.in memory ; and * worthy.
“alfo there cannot be founde in thife dayes but
¢ fewe ,that, wryte. in- theyr regyftres’ fuche
‘J,hynges as dayly happe and fall ; therfore "1
« Wyllyam:Caxton a fymple. perfone, have en-
<deyoyred. me to wrytte firft over al the fayd
“booke of Polychronycon and fomewhat have
¢ chaunged the rude and. olde. enghfsh that is
¢ to wryte certayn wordes which in thife dayes
¢ ben nother ufed ne underftonde : and ferder-
¢ more have put it in emprynte, -to thende,: that
¢ jt may be hadde, and that matters therin com-
¢ prifed to.be know. For the boke is generall
¢ touchyng {hqrtly many- notable materes ; And
¢alfo am avyfed ta make a nother boke after

¢ this faid werke, whiche fhall be fette here af-

'ter the fame, and thall have his chapirtours

¢ and hys table;aparte. For I dare not prefume

¢ to fetwe my boke ne joyne ic to his for dyvers
¢ caufes: One is.for as moche'as I have not, ne

¢ can gere no bokes. of auctorytee treatynge of
¢ fuche Cronycles, except.a lytyl boke named
N Fajaculas temporum, . and another called Ax-
< reus de univerfo, in whiche bokes I.fynde right
¢ lytyll matere * {fyth the fayd time. And another* fuce.
¢ caufe is, for.as moche as my rude fymplenefle,
¢ and ygnoraunte makynge ought not to be com-

¢ pared, fette, ne joyned to his boke. Thenne I
¢ {halle by the grace of god fet my werke after,
¢ a parte, for to accomplith the' yeres fyth that
‘he. fynyfshed his boke unto the yere of our
¢ lord 1460, and the fjrffe yere of the regne of
¢« Kynge Edwarde the fourthe which amount to
¢ an hundred and thte yere:” which is agree-
able 16 the Date of the Conclufion- of this
Chronicle, viz. 1357. ,

One
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One cannot well help obférving here, tHe
great Mcdefty and Humility of Mr. Cakfh,

“how mean an Opinion hé had of himfelf and his

Works, and with what Deference arid Refpedt
he treated others and their learned Labours, It
is likewife obvious to remark What_ Mr. Caxton
fays of the Alteration of the Englifb Langtage
in his Time ; which was {o great, that there
were many Words in Trévifa’s Ttanflatiof of
the Polychronicon, which, in bis Days, Were

neither ufed nor underftood. * Now it was but

Catal.

L. BIS.
in Bib. C.
Corp. X117
Cantab,

Prefito
Eneydos,
1490.

an hundred and twenty four Years fince ihdt
Tranflation was made ; whereas Archbiﬂibp
Parker noted it as very ftrange, that our Lan-

‘euage fhould be fo changed in four hundred

Years from his time, that thé Manufcript Book

of the Lives of the Saints, written about 4 D;

1200, in old Englifb Verfe, now in Bennet
College Library, was {o written, that People
could not underftand it. This feems owing to
the generous Endeavours of thofe two great
Genius’s, * Chaucer and Gower, to polith and
improve their Mother-tongue. However this
be, Mr. Cuiton tells us elfewhere, that for this
Liberty taken by him in changing the old and
obfolere Language of the ancient Books which
he printed, he was varioufly cenfured and re-
fic¢ted ob. -¢ Some gentlemen, he faid, -blamed
¢ him, {ayeng, that in his tranflacyons he had
¢ overcuryous termes whiche coude not be un-
¢ derftande of comyn peple, and defired him to

+ 2 He was a great mingler of Englits with French, unto which
language, by like for that he was defcended of Fremch, or rather
H’alfon race, he carried a great affe@tion.  Since the time of Chas-
ecr more Latin and French hath been mingled with our tongue than
lett out of it. Verflegan reftitution, &g p. 222, Ed. 8°.

2 ¢ ufe
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¢ufe olde and homely termes in his tranflacy-
s.ons.  As he fayn wolde, he faid, fatisfye every
«man {o to doo he toke an olde book and redde

«therin, but certaynly thenglythe was fo rude

¢.and broad, that he coude not wele under-
¢ftande it: alfo the lord abbot of Weftmynfter ded
*do fhewe to him late certayn evydences wry-
«ton in olde englyfshe for to reduce it into our
«<englyfshe then ufid: but, that it was wreton
¢ in fuch wyfe, that it was more lyke to ® duche
« then-englyfshe, {o that he coude nor reduce, ne
¢.brynge it to be underftonden. And certainly,
< continued he, our.language now ufed varyeth
¢ ferre from -that which was {fpoken whan I was
“borne.. For we Englyfshe men ben borne un-
¢ der the domynacyon of the Mone which s ne-
¢ ver ftedfafte, but ever waverynge, wexing one
*feafon, and waneth and dyfcreafeth another
¢ feafom. - And thatcomyn englyfshe that is {po-
s keniin one fhyre varyeth from another.” Ta

explain this he tells the following Story: ¢In-

¢ my: dayes, faith he, happened, that cerrayn
¢ marchauntes were in a thip in Tamy/fe for o
¢ have fayled over the.fp¢ into Zeland, and for-
¢ lacke of .wynde thef taried atte © Forland, and
¢ wente to lande for to refrethe them. And
“one of them named Sheffelde a mercer, cam
f inte. an hows and axed for merte, and {pecyal-
¢ ly he axyd after eggys. And the good wyf an-

.Y This is difierent from Perflagar’s Obfervation, That ¢ the old
¢ French and old Engli/b had 906 Years ago, or 4. D. 700, as great
¢ affinity together as our Northern and Southern Englifo have at this
“ day. ’ Had he faid the.old:.Duzzh and old Engli, he bad been
ighter. . L
F‘gC'Na'rt”la Foreland, in the Iile of Tenet, where, to this Day, are
abundancg of Saxon Words ufed.  See the Hiffory of this [fland, &c.
2737+ R

P

F 2 ¢ {werede,
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¢ fwerede, that fhe coude fpeak no Frenfbis
« And the marchaunt was angry, for he alfo’
« coude fpeke no Frenfbe, but wolde have hadde
“egges, and fhe underftode him not. And

“ thenne, at laft, another fayd, that he wolde

¢ have ¢ eyren, then the good wyf fayd, that the
¢« underftood bym wel” On’ which Mr, Caxtor
made this Remark ; ¢ Loo what fhold a man in
¢ thyle dayes now wryte, egges, or eyren? cer-
¢ tainly it is harde to playfe every man bycaufe
¢ of dyuerfite and chaunge of langage. Forin
¢ thefe dayes euery man that is in any reputa~
¢ cyon in his countre wyll utter his commyny-~
¢ cacion and maters in fuche maners and termes
¢ that fewe men {hall underftonde theym.” - On
the other hand, Mr. Caxfon informs his Readers,
¢ That fome honeft and grete clerkes had ben
¢ wyth him and defyred him to wryte the mofte
¢ curyous terms that he coude fynde. And thus;
¢ (added he) bytwene playn rude, and curyous

* confufed, ¢ I ftande * abafshed. But in my judgmente the

out of coun- ¢

tenance,

comyn termes that be daily ufed ben lyghter
¢to be underftonde than the olde and aun-
“ cyent englythe. He therefore concluded for
“a meane bytwene: both, and to reduce and
¢ tranflate into our englyfshe not over rude ne
¢ caryous, but in fuch terms as fhould be un-
¢ derftanden by goddys grace according to his
¢ copye.’ ' ‘
What Mr. Caxton here obferves of the Scar-
city of Materials for his Defign of continuin
the Polychronicon, &c. fhews how little Regarg
was had, at that Time, to the Hiftoryof this
Kingdom. Bur, however he might fail in his

4 Sce Sewel’s Dilionary. V. Ej
Search
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Search after the Regifters and Chronicles of
thofe Times, {o as to light upon only the two
litele Books which he mentions, obz Stow, in
his Summary of .the Englifb Chronicles, refersto
feveral others: As Robert Avesbury, Regiftrary
of the Archbithop of Canterbury’s Courrt,
Thomas de la More, “fobn Roufe, or Ro[e
Thomas Walfingbam, Fobn Tinmouth’s Hiftoria
aurea, &¢. - Some of thefe have been fince prin-
ted ; and ‘about * five Years ago were printed* 1732
at Oxfard° two other old Writers of Englifb
Affairs, who continued their Hiftory to Ed-
ward the IVth’s Reign ; the Period chofen by
Mr. Caxton. But fome of thefe have been re-
prefented as a Sett of very ordmary Scriblers ;
as Ofterbourne, &c. The two litddle Books
which Mr. Caxten mentions, are not, fo far as
I can find, in any of the Catalogues of our MS. Englih
Libraries. However, it hasbeen obferved, thatf/’”"fﬂl
the fifteenth Century, or from A D. 1400, ta™™"
1500, wasone of the moft rude and illiterate
Ages; and, that therefore we are not ta look
for a large Harveﬁ of Hiftoriansin a dearth and
fcarcity of Perfons eminent in other Parts of
Learning : and, particnlarly of the. Reign of
King Edward IV, that even the Favourers of
Juftice and his Caufe have not known what
-Account to give of the Times; or how to form
a regular Hiftory out of fuch a vaff Heap of
Rubbith and Confufion ; which, perhaps, was

* Duo rerum Anghcarum feriptores veterés, viz. Tho. Otter-
bourne et Foan. Whethamflede ab origine gentis Britannice ufque ad
Edwardum IV. 2 Vol, Oxonie 1732.

f yafcelme mentions one entituled, Mampu/m Cbramcoram, which,
he f8id was in Auls Guawilli. Mr. Mattaire has given us Notice
of the following Book, Fafamlm tmparum, per Joannem Pryfs

2Rnp dm 1487.  Argentine, Fol. .
< F 3 the
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the Reafon why Mr. Caxton did not care t®
meddle with it 1

In the MS. of Trevifa’s Tranflation of the
Polychronicon, he gives the following Account
of the Time when he ended it. ¢ God be
¢ thanked of all his dedes; this tranflation is
t ended in a thurfday, the eyghtenthe day of
¢avril € the yere of our lord a thoufand thre
¢ hondred fourfcore and fevene, the tenthe yere
< of King Richard the fecond after the conqueft
¢ of Engelonde, the yére of my lordes age, Sire.
¢ Thomas of Berkly that made me make thys
« tranflation five and thrytty.” In traefcribing
this, Mr. Caxton wrote and printed a thoufand
thre bundred fifty and feven, the one and  thyrty
vere of K. Edward the thyrde after the Conqueft.

“This has been refleted on as done through ei-

ther Ignorance or Defign. One would think it
could not be done through Ignorance ; -and
what Advantage it could be to Mr. Caxton to
make this Alteration defignedly. 1 cannot fee.
It feems as if he thought T7revifa, or his Ma-
nufcript, miftaken, and defighed™to corred it}
fince the Date he mentions is the fame'with
that of the Conclufion of the Pelychronicon, or
when that was ended ; which Mr. Caxton feems
to have cenfounded with the Time of Trevifa’s
ending his Engli/b Tranflation of it. ~ However
this be, nexrafter it is the Epslogue before-men-
tioned. Then follows, @ Incipst liber uitinms;
to which is prefix’d this fhort Prologue, or
Preface. | I '

¢ Thenne following this fore wryten boke of
© Polychronicon, 1 have enterpryfed to ordeyng

& The Frmcé Word for Bypril, v
o C tfng
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# this newe booke bi the fufferaunce of almighty
¢ god to contynue the fayd werke breyfly, and

¢to fette in hiftory all thynges fuche as I.

¢« myght gete from the tyme that be lefte, Thac
«was in the yere of oure lorde 1347, unto
«the yere of our faid lorde 1460, and to the
“fyrfle, yere of the regne of kynge Edwarde
¢ the fourthe” This new Book confifts of thir-
ty three little Chapters 5 and is thus concluded :
< And here I make an ende of thys lytell werke
¢ as nygh as 1 can fynde after the forme of the
¢ werke 1o fore made by Ranmulph monke. of
¢ Chefire. -And where as there is fawte I be-
¢ feeche them that fhall rede it to corree it:
¢ for yf I coude have founde moo ftoryes I
¢ woude have fett in it moo. But the fub-
¢ ftaunce that I can fynde and knowe I have
¢ fhortly fec.them in this boke, to thentent, that
¢ fuche thynges as have ben done fyth the deth
“or. end of the fayd boke of Polychronicon
f fhould be hadde in remembraunce, and .not
¢ put in oblyvyon or forgot, prayenge all them
¢-that ¢hall fe thys fymple werke to pardon me
¢ of my fymple wrytynge *.
" @ Finis ultimi libri,

' The

" In a Catalogue of our Englis Hiftorians, made by the learned
?’olm Fofcéline,” for the Ufe of Archbithop ‘Parfer, we have the
ollawing Account of this Polychronicon 5 That * it is in_fewen Books,
¢ and bégins at the Creation, and ends 1363, in which Year Higdex
f died : That :?'a/m Trewifa tranflated it into Englih, and wrote
¢ Continuations of it containing 55 Years from 4. D. 1342, to
¢ 4. D. 1397, in which Trevifa himfelf fourithed : That William
* Caxton wrote\A_pyendices to Trevifa, which are continued from
¢ the:Year 1397, where Zrevifa’s Additions end, to the Year r46o™
‘The learned Mr. Selden abferved, That ¢ this Tranilation of the Po-
¢ lychroricon, had been twice printed [by Caxtonand de Worde] and
f continued by the Tranflator Fobn 9revifa, even to the Beginnin
$Qf Edward the Fourth’s Reign.”  The moft Reverend Archbifhop,
o - - Fa Upezo.
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The next Year, Mr. Caxton printed no fewer
than the following Books. :

1. The :Pilgrimage of the Seul. . This was
tranflated out of Frenfbe into Englifh, with
fomewhat of Adadition, ¢ and emprynted at #efl-
¢ mefire and fynythed the fixth day of Fuyn
¢ the yere of our Lord 1483, and the firff yere
¢ of the Regne of Kynge ! Edward the fyfthe.
It was written in French by Antoine Gerard,
and entitled, by him, Le Pelerinage de I' Ame,
and printed at Paris A. D. 148a. At the Be-

.ginning of Caxton’'s Englifb Edition of it is
printed, « .

¢ This book is intytled zhe Pyigremage of the
¢ Sowle, tranflated oute of frenfhe into Eng-
¢ lyfshe, which booke is full of devoute maters
‘ wouchyng the fowle, and many queftyons to
¢ caule a man to lyve the better in this world,
¢ and it conteyneth five bookes, as it appeareth
¢ hereafter by chapyters.’

Ufeer obferved, from Bifhop Bak, That ¢ Zrewifa continued the Paly-
¢ ¢thronicon from 4. D. 1342, to 4. D. 1397, in which Jrevjfa him-
< felf flourifhed, under King Richard 11" And my learned and in-
duttrious Predeceflot, Mr. Henry Wharton, tells-us, That ¢ hisGrace
was led into ¢ the Mifiake by Mr. Caxton, of reprefenting Trevifa
* wrong;® as if he had wrote, That he ended his Tranflation 4. D.

1357, inftead of 4. D. 1387. 'Thele -are Efcapes of thefe learned

Men. Ionly add, That de Worde, in his Proeme ta his Edition of the
Englife Polychronicon, A. D. 1495, tells us, in Imitation of hi‘§
Mafter Caxton, That he had ¢ added fuch ftories as ¢ counde fynde
¢ fro the ende that Rauulphe fynythed_his book which was 1457
* unto the yere r495, which benan hundred and thirty eight Yere.!
In the Cortorign Labrary is a Manufeript of the latter Part of this

- Hiftory, which ends 4. D. 1326, and is continued by fome un

known Hand, to the 15th of King Rickard I, or 4. D. 139z.
! He began to réign April g, 1483, and was murder'd and fuce
seeded py his Uncle Ricbard 111, Fune 22, the fame Year,

M4
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Arthe End. -
. ¢ Here endeth the dreme of pylgremage of
¢ the foule tranflatid out of frenfche in to Eng-
« lishe with fomewhat of addicions, the yere.of
« oure lorde Mcccc and thyrten, and endeth in
< the vigyle of Seynt Bartbolomew.
¢« Emprynted at /7 e/imeﬁre by #illiam Caxiton,
¢ and fynyflied, as above.’

&7,

" 2..* Liber Feftivalis, or Diregtions Sfor. keepzng Pﬂm

Feafts all the Year, 4° This Book begins with R

a Prologue which informs us of the Defign of ;Z,dter'

this .ColleGtion, wviz. That for thelpe of fuche Archid.
clerkes ‘this booke was drawn to excufe them foer

default. of bookes .and by fimplenefi of cunning,
and to fhow unto the people what the Holy Saints
Juffered and did for G O D’s fake, and for' bis
Love;. fo-that they fbould bave the more devotion
in GODs Samt: and with the bettér will
come to the Church fo Serve GOD, and pray
His Saints of -their belp. Then follow Sermons
on. nineteen Sundays and Ferials, beginning
with the firft Sunday in 4dvert, and ending
with Corpus.Chrifti Day. Next are Difcourfes
-or Sermons on forty three Holy-days viz,

1. St Andrew 8. St Innocents
2. St. Nicholas 9. 8t. Thomas of Gan-
3 Corcepuon of the| - terbury

- B, Virgin - 10, Circumcifion of our
4. St Thomas Lord
5. Nativ. of our Lord | 11, Epiphany .
6.5t Stephen 12. Converfion of St,
7- St. Jobn Evangelift Paul

. K About what Time this Book was compofed I do not certam!y
ANOW.

13. Puri-
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13. Purification of §.]29. Name of Fefus

Mary 30. 8t. ‘Laurence " the
14. St. Mattbias Martyr *
15. Annunciation of §.131. Aflumption of the

Mary V. Mary -

16. St.George theMartyr(32. St. Bartholomew Aan
1%, St. Mark Evangelift poftle :
18. Philipand Facob  |33. Nativity of B. Vir+

“19. Invention of Holy gin

Crofs 34. Exaleation of Holy
20. St. fobn ante Por- Crofs.

tam Latine 35 Jejunia quatuor tem-
21. St. obn Baptift porum ,
22. St. Peter and Paul) |36. St. Matthew Apoflle
23. Vifitationof S. Mary|37. St. Michael
24. Tranflar. of St. Tho.|38. St. Luke Evangelift

Cant. 39. St. Symon-and Fude
25. St. Mary Magdalen | 40. All Saints
26. St. Fames 41. All Sonls
27. St. Ann 42. St. Martin Archbp.
28. Transhguration of(43. St. Katherine the
the Lord Virgin

Then follows a Sermon de dedicatione Eccle-
Jie, or, on the Church Holiday ; at the End of
which is, Explicit, Enprynted at Weftmynfler
by William Caxton tbe lafte daye of Juyn Anno
domini 1483. ' After this follows ™ feur Ser-
mons. 'The firft of thefe begins thus ; The mai-
Sler of fentence in the ficonde booke and firfle di-

! Here in the Kisan Edition 1499, follows, A fart exortacion oft
20 be fhewed to the People, &c. entitled, Hamus caritatis. )

™ So called in an Edition printed in celeberrima urbe Rothoma-
genii, per Magifirum Martinum Morin. duno domini Millefimo qua-
dringentefimo nonagefimo nono, die vero vicefima fecunda; menfis
Juni, impenﬁ\s Jobanuis Richardi. .

finciion.
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Jlinétion fayth, that the fouerayn caufe why god

made al creatures in beven, erthe or water was

his owne goodnefi °. In it is the Pater-nofter,

or Lord’s-prayer, the xii Articles of the Faith, Coza.
and the Ten Commandments in the EnglifpN° 1L
Tongue, with a fhort Paraphrafe or Comment.

And yet it appears by Bithop Longland’s Regi-

fter, 1521, almoft forty Years after, That ¢ {e- 4% and
¢ veral men and women of the Diocefe of Lin-,,, " o ..
¢ colne were deteCted and uttered for teaching Vol 1L
“and learning the Pgrer Nofler and Creed in

¢ Englifb, and reciting the ten commandments

¢ in their own houfes in Englifb” And William
Tindal obfewed to Sir Thomas More, That the
Bithop of London, Fitz-Fames, would have

made the old, or late, Dean Colet of St, Paul’s,

an ‘Heretick for tranflating the Pater Nofter

into Englifa.:. Though if it was no other than

what is printed in the Primer of Salisbury Ufe

at. Paris,- 1532, and entitled, The feven Peti-

tions of the Paternofter, 4y John Colet Deane of
Paules, and it was not a ftri& Tranflation, but

only a Paraphrafe. By a Conftitution of Arch-
bithop Peccham’s, made at Lambith, A. D,
1281, the Articles of Faith, which are there

faid to be fourteen, are fet down with a Sum-

mary Brevity, that za one might excufe him-

felf by pleading Ignorance: and every Prieft

who prefided over a People, or had a Cure of

Souls, is required four Times a Year, .or once a
Quarter, to expound them to the People in the
Vulgar Tongue. Accordingly - Fo. Thoresby,
Archbithop of 2ork, 4. D. 1352, made an

" This Mr. Palmer miftook for the beginning of aagii‘ﬂfn&

ook, '
Englifk

!
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Erglifp Expofition of.thefe fourteen Articles

Aypendiz ot Pointes that falles to the truth, &c: It began
o Viardas this Sermon does; Al that a grete clerk

Leodien
fis, p. 21

5. fbewes in bis bokes, et eft in fecundo fentencia-

Ed.1724.rum diftinGione prima, &¢. and was ordered

Ecclef.
Hiflory,
Vol. IL

by the Archbithop ta be read to the People,
But by another ° Conftitution made by Archbi-
thop Arandel, A. D, 1408, it was ordain’d,
That “no body hereafter thould by his own
¢ authority tranflate into Englifb any Text of
< Holy Scripture, by the way of a book or lit-
¢ tle book, or treatife, nor that any one fhould
“read any fuch Tranflation, unlefs it was ap-
« proved by the Diocefan of the Place, or, if
¢need was, by a provincial Council, on pain
<of the greater excommunication, and be-
¢ ing punifhed as a fautor of Herefie and Error.’
That is, as Lyndwood glofles, ¢ an enquiry
< might be made againft fuch, and a Purgation
¢ be indicted at the Pleafure of the enquirer, in
¢ which if they fhould fail, they might be con-
¢ demned as Hereticks” On this Conftitution,
1 fuppofe, were the Perfons mentioned in Bi-
thop Longland’s Regifter, perfecuted and put
to Death: But this the learned Mr. Collier ftiles
A fevere Charge, and hopes it is all a2 Miftake
and Mifinformation. But Records and publick
Fa&s are not to be thus difcredited. It appears
by the Manual, according to the Ufe of Sarum,
That Godfathers and Godmothers of Children,
were to learn, or fee them be learned, -the Pa-
ternofler, Ave and Credo, after the lawe of alf

© Thisfeems occafion’d by Dr. Fobn Wiclif s Tranflatien of the
Bible into Englift; by which Means (Knighton faid) the Gofpel
¢ was made vulgar,” and troden under foot of Swine. Ser Wighiff's
< 110 1}
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boly” church-s- which was; that they fhonld’ be
learned in Latin. Dr. Fobn White; who lived
at Eccles in-Lancafbire, has given usa Copy. of
the Creed, as, it ufed to be repeated; by the
-common People there in Latin : Creezum zuum
patrum ‘onstentém, &c. -And for this Reafon ic
is, that in the: Office of publick Baptifm of
Infants in-our Liturgy, Godfathers, &c. are re-
quired to provide that the Child may learn the
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the” Ten Com-
mandments in the Vulgar Tongue. According 10 pg,,
the Principles of fome of the modern Catho- Chrifto-
lics, it is much:better for the People not to un- %‘f;’;’rt‘m
derﬁand the’ common Service of the- (,hurch,«,,,,,, &c.
than to underftand it; or that it thould be in
Latin, and not in Englifh.

. In the Tranflation of the Creed, which we
have in this Sermon, the fourth Article is thus
exprefled ; I byleve, that ke fuffered payne under
Ponce Pilate, &c. The Tranflator underftand-
ing Pontius to be the name of fome Place where
Pilate was either born, or' lived or governed.
Accordingly in this Book' is this filly Tale told.
¢ Themperoure, by counfey}‘ of the Romayns,
¢ fente Pylate into a contree that was called
¢ Pounce where the People of that'contree were
¢ fo curfed that they flewe ony that'come to be
¢ their Mayfler over them. Soo when this Py-
¢ late comé thyder he applied him to her ma-
¢ ners ; foo what with wyles and fotyliie he
¢ overcame hem, and had the mayfirye, and
¢gate “his name, 'and' was called Pylaste of
¢ Pounce, and had grete domynacion and power.’
According to this manner of writing,"éxcepting
fometimes Ponce for Pounce, Was thlb Article of
thc Creed exprefled in Engli/h, from the four-
teenth
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teenth Century down to A. D. 1532 ; when,
in the Primer of Salisbury Ule, it was altered
to Pontius Pilate, which was followed by Arch-
bithop Granmmer in his Notes on the King’s
Book, 1538.

The ninth Article is thus render’d ¢ I believe
in hboly Churche, &c. 'This feems to have been
firft introduced to fupport the new Do&rine of
the Infallibility of the Church or Clergy, and
to be made a Teft of Orthodoxy. On a Tomb-
ftone in the high Chancel of the Church of
Faurefam in Kent, is the following Infcription,
in a femicirclet of Brafs, over the Head of the
Effigies of William Thormbury, a Vicar of this
Church, who died 4. D. 1408. Credo in Sana
étam Ecclefiam Catholicam, Santtorum Commu-
nionem. In 1457, Dr. Reginald Pecock, Bi-
thop of Chichefler, was accufed to the Arch-
bithop of Canterbury holding, among other
‘Things, that £ 75 not neceffary to Salvation to
believe in the Holy Catholick Church, and for-
‘ced to abjure, and deprived of his Bifhopric.
And yert St. Auftin, as he is quoted by Bifhop
Bonner, in his profitable and neceffary Doiirine,”
&c. 4. D. 1555, obferved, Quod Ecclefiam cre-
dere, non tamen in Ecclefiam credere debemus,
quia Ecclefia non Drus, fed Domus DET ¢f.
Erafinus {aid, That he dreaded to fay, I believein
the holy Church 5 becaufe St. Cyprian had taught.
him, that we ought to believe #n Gobp only, in
whom we abfolutely place all our Confidence.
But as to the CrurcH, properly fo called, al-
though it confifts of the Faithful only, yet they
are men who, of good Men, may become evil
ones, who may be deceived themfelves aqd de-
ccive others, ¢ Nay in this very Book it is ob-

¢ ferved,
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"€ ferved, that to believe 20- Gop is oie thing,
“tand to believe 72:Gob is atiother : and that to
« believe in Gob is to cleve to Gobp by love ful-
' Glling his Will.> Buc it had been the Obfet-
vation of the noble Lord Gsbbum, who {uffered
s an Heretic, ‘4. D. 1417, That ®in all our
¢« Crede is 1IN but thrice mentioned concerning
. « beliet, ‘in God the Father, in God the Sen, and
<in God the Holy Ghofl.mmsweThat the Churche
¢ wsw=bath not any other in’ Whereas in the
Fnghfb Tranflation of che Creed, printed in the
Salishiry Primer 1532, the laft:Afticles of it
ate thus tender'd: I believe in the holy Church
Cortholikessamin the remiffion of finneSe— in the
refurrection of the body wm—win everlafling
life.
fIn the fecond of thefe four Sermons is, 1. An
Explanation of the feven Sacraments of the
Romith Church. 2. Of the feven dedes of
Mercy bodily, the which every Man is bound
by the bidding of Gop to fulfil and do to his
"Power ; ‘that s to faye, feed the hungry ; give
drink to the thurfty; clothe the naked; her-
berow the houflefs; vifit the Sick; deliver
prifoners and bury the poor when they are
dead. 3. Of feven other gholtly deeds of Mer-
cy. 4. Of the feven principal Vertues that
every man and woman thould ufe. 5. Of the
feven-deadly fins. 6. The nine paynes.

In the other two Setmens are declared the
‘three Parts of Penance, viz. Contritiin, Gonfef-
Syor and Satisfaccyon.

Then follows, 1. The General Sentence, which
begins thus : ¢ Good men and wymmen I do you
¢to underftonde, that we that have cure of
¢ your fowlys be commaunded of our ordenarys

T ¢ and

73
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< and by the conftitucyons and the lawe of holy
« Chirche, to thewe ta yowe foure tymes by the

¢ the people is moft: plenary in holy chirche,
« the articles . of the fentence of. curfynge, fo
« that nought for our defaulte no man nor wo-
¢ man falle therin. :

Next is, q Modus fuolminandi fentenciam,
Prelatus alba indutus cum ceteris facerdotibus
in ecclefia exiftentibus cruce ere@a, candelis
accenfis ftans in pulpito, pronuncient verba que
fequuntur: Ex autoritate Dei Patris omnipo-
tentis et beate Marie Virginis, et omnium fan-
&orum excommunicamus_et diabolo commen.
damus omnes {upradi®os malefaGores. ‘

¢ Finica fententia extinguat lumen ad ter-
rorem pulfatis campanis. B

@ The bedes on the Sonday.

Ye fhal knele doun on your knees and lyft up

your hertes.—— :
Enprynted by wyllyam Caxton at weftmeftre.

 The Leaves are not number'd, and only the
Signatures uféd.

 To obferve that by the Way, this General
Sentence or Excommunication, as it is called,
was firft ordered by Szephen Langton, Archbi-
thop of Canterbury, A.D. 1222, who decreed
it (hould be publifhed by every Parifh Prieft in
his holy Veftments, with Bells tolling, and
Candles lighted, before the whole Congregation
in the Mother-tongue, four Times a Year, viz.
on Chrifimas-day, Eafler Sunday, Wbhit-funday,
and Alballow’s Day, Ina Volume of Tradlsin:
Manufcript, . faid to be written by Dr. Fobn

Wicliff, about an hundred and fifty Years after,
is
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is one entitled, Tbe great fentence of Curfe ex-
pounded. But the Form of the 'General Sen-
tence in this Expofition, {fomewhat differs from
that in the Conftitution. The Expofition in-
forms us, That ¢ Fir/l, all Heretics agenft the
+faith of Holy Writt ‘ben curfed folemnly
¢ four times in the Year, and- alfo meynte-
‘nors and confenters to Herefie and Heretics
¢in their errour” The fecond Article is the
firft in the Conftitution, and in the General
Sentence in Englifb, in the following Words;
¢ All thofe ben curfed folemnly that {poilen or
¢ taken any right of Holy Church, or defrauden
¢ holy Church of any due’ Burt'in the Eng-
lifb Form of the General Sentence is this Arti-
cle thus exprefled ; ¢ I denounce and thew for
¢ acurfyd alle tho that fraunchyfe of holy chyrch
¢ breke or deftrouble, or are ageyn the pees or
« the ftate of holy chirche, or there to afltnte
¢ wyth dede or counceyl. And alfoalle tho that
¢ pryve holy chirche of ony right or make of ho-
«ly chirche ony lay fee that is halowyd or fantti-
¢ fyed ; And alle tho rhat wythholde the rightes
¢ of holy chirche, that is for to fay offrynges,
¢ tythes, rentys, or fredom of holy chirche let-
¢ ten, or deftrouble, or breke, thatis to fay, yf
¢ ony man flee to chirche or chirche yerde who
“fo hym out drawyth, and al tho that therto
¢ procure or affent : And alle tho that purchafe
“ letters of ony lordes courte wherfore lettynge
“is-made in criften courte that procefle of
¢ right may not be determynyd nor endyd” On
this the Expounder obferves, That ¢ Chriften
*men, taught in Gob's Law, clepen Holy
¢ Church the Congregation of juft men, for
* whom Fefis Chriff thedd his-blgod, not for

G ¢ ftones
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¢ ftones and timber and earthly muck that An-
¢ tichrift’s Clerks magnifien more than Gop’s
¢ rightcoufne(s and Chriften Souls, and, that "
¢ then thofe Prelates and Curates that with-
¢ drawen the rightful Preaching of Chriff’s Gof-
¢ pell fro Chriften men that ben Holy Church
¢ ben open accurfed of Gop and all His Saints’

‘He further obferves, That ¢ when the Kin
¢ and fecular Lords perceiven well, that Clerks’

¢ waften their ancetres alms in pomp and pride

¢ glotony and other Vanites, and they wolden
¢ take agen the fuperfluity of remporal goods

€ and help the lond and themfelves and their
¢ tenents, thefe worldly Clerks crien faftly, that
¢ they ben curfed for entermitting of Holy
¢ Church goods, as if fecular Lords and the
¢ Commons were no part of Holy Church, but
¢ only proud Priefts full of coveriffe, Symony,
¢ and Extortion, &c¢/’

If {egms to be after the writing and publith-
ing of this Tra&, that Archbithop Courtney

‘appointed a Court of certain fele& Bithops, &.
‘to be held in the Monaﬁery of the Preaching
Friers in Loador, to condemn fome Conclufions

faid to be maintained by Dr. #iclif and his
Followers. Among thefe were the following

‘ones:

1. That the Subftance of material Bread and
Wine remains after Confecration in the Sacra-

ment of the Alar.
2. That the Accidents do not remain withour

a ‘Subjec after Confecration in the fame Sacra-

:menc: y
. ‘That Chrift is not in the Sacrament of the

Altar identically, verily and really in his proper
corporal-Prefence. . T
0
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To make therefore the (tronger Imprcﬂion
on the Minds of the People, and raife in them
a greater Abhorrénce of thefe Conclufions, the
following Article was added in this General
Sentence which was read to the People in their,
Mother-tongue every Quarter, viz. denouncing.
and fhewing for accurfed al beretikes
that ¥ leve mot in the Sacrament of the aufter,* believe]
that is goddes oune body in flefbe and bloude in
Jorme of brede.

In the forme of blddmg the bedes on the Son-
day, or as’ it was fontetimes callcd The Domi-
nical Prayer in the Pulpit, is the- following
Claufc : ¢ Alfo ye fhal praye for al trewe pyl=.

¢ grymsand palmers that have taken theyr waye.
¢ 1o Rome, to ferufalem, 1o faynt Katheryne's
¢ or to'{aynit Fames, or to ony other holy place;,
“that god' of his grace yeve' them tyme and
¢ {pace “wel for to goo and to come to the prouf-
¢ fyt of theyr lyves and fowles” By this ic ap=-
pears, That at the Time of compofing this
Form, thefe were the fathionable Pilgrimages.
In a more-ancient Form, no parncular Places ot
Saints.are mentioned, Bu this Claufe is expref-
fed as follows: “Ye (hu“e bydde for ¥ hem
“ that in ¢ gwood wayes * beeft ywent other
¢ wendyt, ocher © thenkic to wenthe heer fennys
¢ to bote, that our Lord fhefu Criff warde and
¢ thild hem from ail mifaventryes, and gront
“hem fo goon and comen, thact it be hym to
¢ *worf(chip, and hem in remiffion of herg
¢ fynnys, for hem and for 0os, and alle Chriftine
‘f{‘?;l‘k-,’ This feems to indmate as if, at the

P them. 9 gobd! T biden gt oF going. T think to
£o their {in to make fatisfallion for. t honour.

G 2 Time
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Time when this ancienter Form was drawn the
Saints Katberine and Fames of Compoftella, were
not in fo great Requeft, or had in fo much Ve-
neration as they were afterwards. -

About 709, an odd and furprifing Opinion of
the Merit and Holinels of Pilgrimages to Rome,
wonderfully prevailed among the Englifb, info-
much that all Ranks and Degrees of every Sex
and Age of the People of this Nation travelled
10 Rome, and placed a mighty Confidence in vi-
fiting the Tombs of the Apoftles St. Peter and
St. Paul, and of fuch other holy Men, &. as
had there {uffered for the Sake of Chrift, The
Confequence of this was, That about the middle
of this Century, this Humour fo far increafed,
that the Engli/b Nuns ran to Rome ; and there
were fo many lewd Women of the Englifh
Nation abroad in Lombardy, France, &c. that
Boniface Archbithop of Mentz, complained of
them to the Archbithop of Canterbury, and re
commended to him the Suppreflion of this
Practice of Pilgrimaging as of very bad and
fcandalous Confequence. The Praétice of go-
ing in Pilgrimage to Yerufalem, or the Holy
Land, was new in the fourtp Century, when,
about the latter End of 11, Gregory Nyffen wrote
a learned Letter to diffuade Chriftians from go-
ing thither on that Errand; and was ac laft here
in England, weated with Contempt and Ridi
cule, as only a Pretence for® Sloth and La-
zinef(s,

¥ The Englifp Word jaunter, to live an idle, lazy Life, comes
from the Freach, Sanfte Terre, Holy Land, as much as to {ay, He
isa Samnterrer or a Pilgrim to the Holy Land.

The
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The Saint * Katherine here mentioned is, I
fuppofe, the Saint of that Name, of Sene in
Italy, who was born there, A.D. 1347, and
canonized by Pope Pius 1I. A D. 1461.

St. Fames 1 take to be ¥ St. Fames of Com-
poftella, in Spain: Hither, it was faid, the
Bones or Reliques of Fames, the Brother of
Jobn, who was killed by Herod, were tranfla-
ted. But it does nor appear, that much Notice
was taken of them till Califfus or Calixtus 1I's
Time, who was chofen Pope of Rome, A D.
1119: He notonly wrote a Tra& of the Mira-
-cles of this Saint done at Compoflella, but ad-
vifed the Engli/b Pilgrims, in particular, rather
to go in Pilgrimage to this Saint, than to Rome;
-and promifed them, on account of the Length
of the Journey, that if they went twice to
Compoftella, they thould have refunded to them
the fame advantageous Benedition which zhey
had. who went once to Rome. ,

3. The Fables of MAfop, Auian, Alphonfus
and Poggius; tranflated ouc of Freafbe into
Englifb, atv Wefimefire. The Leaves of ‘this
Book are number’d thus ; I°, Ilo, III° and it
has the Signatures, but not the Dire&ion or
catch Word, nor any Date.

4. Confeffio Amantis, the Confeflien of the
‘Lover. This Book was made, by Fobn Gower,

X Mr. Caxtor printed her Life.

¥ We were wont to fay, Letus go in Pilgrimage to Sain& Perer
at Rome, and Sain& Fames in Compoflella ; the application and ap~
pointing of the oblation and facrificing of Chrift by the Priet alone
to fuche perfones as the Prieft would fing or fay Mafle for ——tq
halowe and preferve them that went to Ferufalem, to Rome, to
St. Fames in Compofiella, and to other Places in Pilgrimage. Arcb
bibop Cranmer’s Defence of the true and Cahalick Dactrine of the Sa-
frament, &¢.

G 3 in
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in Englifb Verfe, and enprynted by Mr. Caxton,
at Wellminfler, and fynyfhed the 2d Day of Se/)-
tembre, the firt yere of Kynge Rychard the.
third *. At the End of it is this Colaphon :
* Golver. Orate pro anima Joannis * Gower, Quicun-
* Golver. que enim pro anima ipfius Johannis * Gower,
oraverit, tociens quociens mill. quingentos djes
mdu/gem‘ze ab ecclefia rite conceffos.mifericorditer
in demino poffidetit. Our learned Antiquarian
DeScripto. Leland tells us, That ¢ this? j‘abiz Gower was
Brian. ¢ of the chrhtly Order, and born in Yorkfbire :
¢ that he was a Lawyer by Profeffion, and la.
¢ boured much in Poetry, and was the firft Po-
¢ lither of his own countrey language, which
¢ before his time lay uncultivated, and almoft
¢ quite rude: that he wrote many thmgs in eng-
¢ lith, not only in verfe, but allo in profe,
¢ whxch were read with pleafure by che learped
¢ even in bis time, the reign of K. Henry VIII,
¢ that among his greater works are thefe zbree,
¢ Speculum Meditantis, Vox Clamantis, and
¢ Confeffio Amantis” He flourithed in King
Richard IT’s Reign, to whom he dedicated his
Works ; and, when he was blind, prefented to
him bis Sono‘ in praife of Peace. He was an
Intimate I*rlcnd and Acquaintance of .that

* The yere of our lord a thoufand cccexxxxim, i e
CCCCLXXXI1II.
* Not long after the xv day of Q&ober 1400, deceafed the Poet
* It awas Fobn Gower who lieth buried in *°St. Mary Qwesies. Church- orSt.
sriginally Mary'® on the bank in Southwarke. e new. builded a great paste
named St. of that Church, and cowmpiled three famous books.” The frfs
Mary in Latine Vox clamantis ; the feconde in frenche, Spe:ylum Medstan:
.Magda-  #s5: the thirde in englith, Confeffo amantis whu:hm mprynte
len, bur  Summarie of Englith Chronicles, p. 330. ,
32 Hen.
VIUI. it was. by A2 of Parliament, united te St. Marga.re:’: iz Seuthwaxk,

and named St. Savicur. .
le-
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eminent Poet Geoffery Chaucer, as he thews
in this Book, and ufed to fubmit his Lucru-
brations to 4is Judgment, as Chaucer did his-
Loves of Troilus, to the Cenfure and Corre-
&ion of Gower and Strode. :
5. ® The boke of thordre of chyvalrye or knyght- penes

bode. 'This, Mr. Gaxton tells us, he zranflated]. Ames.
out of Fren(le into Englythe at a requeft of a
gentyl and noble efquyer and prefented it to K,
Rychard 111. 1483, t0 thende, that he commaunde.
this booke to be bad and redde unto other yong lordes,
knyghtes, and gentylmen within this royame, that
the noble ordre of chynalrye be bereafter better
ufed and bonoured than bit bath ben in late days
paffed. Itisa thin Quarto, and contains eight
Chapters; The firft of thefe faith, “how a
*knyght beyn an Heremyte devifed to the
¢ {quyer the rule and ordér of chyuvalrye. The
¢ 2¢ the begynnynge of chyualrye : The 3* thof~
¢ fyce of chyualrye: The 4™ thexaminacion
¢ thar ought to be made to the fquyer wheii Hé
¢ wylle enter into thordre of chyualrye: The
¢ 5™ in what maner the {quyer ought to receyve
¢ chyvalrye: The 6" the fignifiaunce of tharmes
* longynge to a knyght al by erdre: The 7*
¢ the cuftommes that aperteyne to a knyghr:
¢ The 8'* of the honoure that oughte to be doné
‘to a knyght. At the End of this Book isan
Epilogue of Mr. Caxton’s own writing, which,
for the Rarity ‘and Curiofity -of ir, 1 have here
tranfcribed and added.

b In a‘e‘amlngue of Books for fale there is a book called, 78z
Harber of Battails of the Faifs of drmes and Chimaly. Fol. by
W Caxton 1490. Bently and Walford’s Caral. 1687.

G4 & Here
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@ Here endeth the book of thordre of chy.
walry, whiche book is tranflated oute of Frenfhe
into Englyfshe at a requefte of a gentyl and
noble efquyer by me Willzam Caxton dwellynge
in Weflminfire befyde London in the moft beft
wyfe that god hath fuffer’d me, and accordynge
to the copye that the fayde {quyer deliuered to
me. whiche booke is not requyfyte to every
comyn man to have, but to noble gentylmen
that by their vertu entende to come and entre
into the noble ordre of chyualrye, the whiche
in thefe late dayes hath ben ufed accordyng tw
this booke here to fore wreton, but forgeten,
and by thexerfycés of chyvalry not ufed, ho-
noured, ne exercyfed as hit bath ben in auncy-
ent tyme, at whiche tyme the noble a&es of
the knyghtes of Englonde that ufed chyualrye
were renomed thurgh the univerfal world.

Geoffiey  As for to fpeke to fore thyncarnacyon of Fhefu

¢/ Mon-
mouth

Cryfle, where were there ever ony lyke to brentus

Brit. Hif. and felinus that from the grete Brytayne, now

¥ baibs.

called Englonde, unto Rome and ferre beyonde,
conquered many royammes and londes, whos
noble actes remayne in tholde hyftoryes of the
Romaynes. And f{yth thincarnacyon of oure
lorde, byhold that noble kyng of Brytayne,
kynge Arthar, with all the noble knyghtes of
the round table, whoos noble a&es and noble
chyuvalrye of his knyghtes occupye foo many
large volumes that is a worlde, or as thyng-in-
credible to byleve. O ye knyghtes ‘of Englond,
where is the cuftome and ulage of noble'chy-
valry that was ufed in tho dayes? what do y¢
now but go to the * baynes and playe at dyle?
And fome not wel advyfed ule not honeft fmg

goo
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good rule ageyn alle ordre of knyghthode, leve
this, leve i, and rede the noble volumes of
faynt graal, of lancelot, of galaad, of tryfiram,
of perfe foreft, of percyual, of gawayn, and ma-
ny mo. Ther fhalle ye fee manhode, curtefye.
and gentylneffe. And loke in latter dayes of
the noble actes {yth the conquefte ; as in Kyng

83 :

Rychard’s days * cure du lyon, Edward the fyrfte* beartof
and the thyrde, and his roble fones; Syre Ro- 4 for,

bert Knolles, Syre Joban Hawkwode, Syre foban
Chaundos, and Syre gaultier Manuyrede FEroif-
Jart. And alfo beRold that vyctoryous and no-
ble kynge barry the fyfthe and the capytayns ¢
under him, his noble brethren, therle of Salis-
bury, Montagu, and many other whofe names

fhyne gloryoufly by their vertuous * noblefle « iz

. and actes that they did in thonour of thordre
of chyuvalrye. Alas! what do ye, but flepe and
take eafe and ar al difordred fro chiualry ? Lwold
demaunde a queftion yf 1 fhold not difpleafe.
howmany knyghtes ben ther now in Englond
that have thufe and exercyle of a knyghte ? that
is to wete, that he-knoweth his hors, and hishors
him, that is to faye, ‘he beynge redy at a poynt
to have al thyng that longeth to- a knyght, an
hors that is accordyng and broken aftir his hand,

his armures and * harnoys mete -and fitting and * farness.
fo forth. . I fuppofe * and-a due ferche fhold*ix

‘be :made, ther fhould be many foundén that
. lacke, the ‘more pite is: and wolde it pleafyd
- our foueraynme lord, that twyes or thryes in a
yere, or, at the left, ones he wold do crye Fufles
of Pees; to thende, that every knight fhould have
:hors and harneys, and alfo the ufe and crafte
‘of a knight, and alfo to forngye one ageynf}

one, Or two ageynﬁ?"two, and the beft to have )

a
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a *Prys, a diamond or jewell, fuch as fhold
plefe the Prynce. This thold caufe genryl-
men to reforte to thauncient cuftommes of chy-
uvalrye to great fame and * renommee ; Ang
alfo to be alwey redy to ferve theyr prynce,
whan he fhalle calle them or have nede. Thenne
late euery man that is come of noble blood and
entendeth to come to the noble ordre of chy-
ualrie, rede thys lytyle boke, and doo therafter
in kepyng the * lore and commaundementes
therin compryfed. And thenne I doubte not
he fhall atteyne to thorder of chyualrye ef
cetera, '

In this Epilogue we may obferve with what
Earneftnefs Mr. Caxton recommends to the
Englifb Nobility and Gentry, the reading the
Hiftories of King Artbur, and the noble
Knights of the round Table, one of which he
afterwards printed, and of Belinus and Bren-
nius, who, Geoffry of Monmouth tells us, be:
fieged and took Rome ; and feveral foreign Ro-
mances, of which I am not in Circumftances
to give any fatisfaGory Account. I only there:
fore obferve, that this way of writing is inti-
mated by Richelet, to be of Spanifb Extraction,
and commonly in Verfe. Thus he defcribes 2
Romance ; Terme de Poefie Efpagnol. A Sort
of Poeme where one meets with fome f{ad Ad:
venture, fome Event that is rare and particular,
or fome glorious and heroic Action, lts on Ac-
count of this laft that Mr. Caxton recommends
the Perufal of Lancilot, or Sir Lancilot du lac

¢ The prize, reward, or hopour édt By, kept for, or due upip
the beft deferver ina Jufts, &'c. Cotgraws's Fr. Dict.

Hiftory
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Hiftory of King Arthur and the Knights of the
round Table, &¢. on which a learned ¢ Spani-
ard has pals'd the following Cenfure: That
they were invented by idle Men, and full of that
Sort of Lies which neither contribute any.
Thing to the Increafe of Knowledge, or to
thinking and living well, but only ferve or gra-
tify a certain vain, and prefent itch or tick-
ling Pleafure.

He next recommends the glorious and illu-
ftrious Examples of the following Englifs Gene-
rals and Commanders who lived not long before
his Time. Of thefe the firft mentioned is the
great Sir Robert Knolles. 'This Koight is com-
monly reprefented as of mean Birth and Pareu-
tage, fomewhere in Chefbire, but * raifed by his
own Merit, which gained him a Reputation
equal to that of the moft famed and renowned
Warriors. He had fignalized himfelf in a very
extraordinary Manner in the Wars with France,
in the Reign of King Edward 111, and particu-
larly in the Battle of Poiéters: On which Occa-
fion his Bravery is thus extolled in the Regifter

4 Ut Lancilotum et menfam rotundam Gallicam ————
qui libri ab hominibus funt otiofis confiti, pleni eo mendaciorum ge-
nere quod nec ad feiendum quicquam conferat, nec ad bene vel fen-
tiendum de rebys vel vivendum, tantum ad inanem quandam et pra.
fentem titillationém. Lad. Vivis de difciplina L6 11,

-¢ Poftea vero, circa Feftum Nativitatis S. Fobarnis Baptifie
1970, rex Edwvardys magnum exercitum de valentioribus viris et
magis expertis in bello feeit follicite congregari : inter.quos erant
alic!ui domini, id e®, dominus Grantfore, et dominus le Fitz Water,
et alii Nobiles milites valentes, quibus prafecit in eorum ducem,
domitum Robertum de Knolles, 'volens, ut ejus difcretione et indu-
firia, et non aliter, univerfi di¢ti ewercitus uterentur, et ejus impe-
rio in omnibus obedirent : quia in bellicis congreffibus, et in'exercitiis
regimine fucrat (fatis inflruéies.  Ad, Murimath conting. Tri-
Yetl 2. 124. T

of
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of Bermondfea. Inifto bello de Roberto Knollis
milite Ceftrie fic cancbatur metricé, ’

O Roberte Knollis per te fit Francia molljs,
Enfe tuo tollis predas, dans vulnera collis,

Which has been thus Engliftrd :

O Robert Knowles, moft wortby of fame,
By thy Proweffe France was made tame,
Thy manbode made the French to yield
By dint of fworde in towne and field.

By the French he was called, Le veritable demon
de la guerre, The true Demon or Thunder-bolt
of War. Since his Military Exploits were, be-
yond Imagination, illuftrious; and his Enter-
prizes in warlike A&ions of the greateft Ha-
zards and Difficulties furprizingly fuccefsful.
By thefe Means, it’s faid, he became immenily
rich, and got an Eftate fit for a King. In the
Beginning of the Reign of King Henry 1V, he
was Senefchal of Guienne in Frauce ; but being
now pretty well advanced in Years, and grown
weary of a Lifeof fo much Hurryand Action, he
retired to a Seat of his in Nor/folk, called Scene, ot
Scone-Thorp, where he  died about the middle

€ The fame yere, 2 Hen. IV. Arno 1406, Syr Robert Kuolles

knyght a worthy warrier deyed at his maner in Norzhfalk and from
thens was brought to Lendon on a hors bere wyth' moche torche
lyght, and fo he was brought unto the white freres in Fletfirete, and
ther was do and made for him a folempne feefte and ryal enterement
for tho that thyder wolde come, both ryche and poore, and there
Iyeth buryed by dame Conflance his wyfe in the mydde- of the body
of the Churche : on whoos foule god have mercy. Amen. (ax-
ton's Chronicle of England, printed by Julyan Nogry 1515
Fol. cx11. b, ‘

of
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of this Reign, 4. D. 1406. and was buried with

great funeral Pomp in the Church of the #hire-
fryers, in Fleet-fireet, London, which he had
buile.  Of the feveral Aéts of Piety, Charicy,

and Munificence which he did in his Life-time;

one was, his building with Stone, the Bridge

over the River Medway, at Rochefler in Kent.Lambert's
This was before made of Timber, and on thatl’”“"'&
Account had been fubject to feveral Accidents.’ i
Thus Anno 1264, it was fet on Fire and burnt, Ed. 15g6.
by Simon Mountfort the Earl of Leicefler : and

not full twenty Years after, Anno 1282, it was

¢ all borne downe away by the Ice, there having Sunmary
¢ been. fuch a.greate Frofte and Snowe fromgb}fa‘;gmh
* Chriftmas till the Purification of our Lady asoEdw.I.
¢ the olde men could not remember the like.

Sir Robert therefore built it with Stone, fome-

what nearer to the Caftle Wall than the Wooden
Bridge ftood, as to a Place more fit, both for

the Faftnefs of the Soil, and the breakmg of the
waftnefs of the Stream to build a Bridge up-

; and, at the Eaft End ‘built a Chapel for a

Chauntne adjoining to his ¢ dwelling Houfe.

To obferve that by the way, either the Damage
above-mentioned done to this Bridge by the Ice,

was not repaired above an hundred Years after

or it was then a fecond Time demolifhed by thc

fame Means: Since, in 1383, Archbifhop Cour- Liters que-
ney granted Letters of Colle&ion, dated from/™: M
" his Manor of Otteford, the 23d Day ofMay, :

one Yabn Brugge, wherein he recited, That

the Bridge was fo broken, per nimiam inunda-
cionem aquarum, ac turbidos tncurfus glaczez et

gelu byemalzs, by. an exceflive Inundation of

& Now the Crewn Inn in Rockefier.
' Wa-
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Waters, and terrible Attack or Shocks of Ice
and Winter Frofts; that the* Eftates of the
Inhabitanes, and thofe of the County, who
were obliged to maintain and repair the faid
Bridge, were not fofficient : And to encourage
them to contribute liberally to this Work, he
mercifully releafed to them forty Days of the
Penances that had been enjoined to them. Whe-
ther thefe Letters put Sir Robert on rebuilding
it, is more than we now know ; bur, it’s certain,
his doing it could not be long after them ; fince,
as we have feen, he lived but three and twenty
, Years after the Date of them,
Weever's  Syre Foban bewkwode was borne av Sibil
Funeral - Heuentngham or Heningham in Effew, and the
p.623. fon of Gilbert Hawkwode a tanner of thar
place. He was bound an apprentice to a Tai-
lor in the City of London, from whence he was
prefled into the Service of King Edward 111,
in the Wars wicth France. For his admired
Valour he was honoured by that Prince with
the Order of Knighthode. In the like Regard
to his warlike Merits, Barnabie, the valiant
Brother of Galeafius, Lord of Millatne, Father
to Fobn, the fuft Duke of i, gave him his
Muri-  Daughter Domnia in marriage, with a Fortune
;‘“ﬁ‘;@‘ of ten thoufand Florins of yearly Rent. Here
' he did many extraordinary Expleits with the
Forces which he commandtd, even wondcrful
Things, unheard of before. The Flrentines
therefore, in Gratitude to his Memory, andfor -
a Teftimony of his furpaffing Valourand-fingu-

printed b The Petition to the King in Patliament for afcertaénigrg"the
1733.  Portions and Repairs of the New Bridge of: Rochefler, -is in the
Names of Robert de Knollesand Fobirde Cobeham.

lar
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lar faithful Service to their Scate, adorned him
with a Statue qf a Man of Arms, and a fumptu-
ous Monument in their Cathedral. On this Ac-
count Falius Feroldus made the following Verfes
in his Praife :

Hawkwood Anglorum decus, et decus addite genti
Italicee, Italico preﬁdlumque folo,

Ut tumuli quondam Florentia, fic imulacri
Virtutem Fovius donat honore tuam.

In Englifb thus;

O Hawkwood, England’s Glory, Jent to be
The Bulwark and the Pride of Italy.

A Tomb juft Florence to thy Worth doth raife,
And Jovius rears a Statue to thy Praife.

He died an aged Man in the Year 1394, the
18 Richard 11. His Friends here in England,
fet up for him a Monument in the Parifh Church
where he was born, viz. a Tomb arched over,
and in Imitation of thar at Elprence, engraven
with the Likenefs of Hawks flying in or threugh
.2 Wood ; that being the Rebus of his Name,
Hawk-wood.

Syre Foban chaundos, dx{’cmguxfhcd himfelf in
2 very fingular Manner in all the Wars which
King Edward 111. waged in France. At the
Bactle of Aulray. in Britain, he was named So-
vereign Captain. In 1361, he was fent by the
King into France, with the Tide and Com-
miffion of Lieuténant General, with a confide-
rable Force and full Power ta pardon all Sorts
of Crimes. But in the 4.4.th Year of this King’s A- Muri-

muth,{c,
Rexgn,l, 124.
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Reign, Anno 1370, was this® renowned Hero
flain, by the Enemy in Gafcony. Sir Yobn
Froiffard fays of him, that he was a good
Knight, eourteous and benign, well haped, li-
beral, heroic, wife and faithful in all Matters;
and one who had worthily behaved himfelf
among all Lords, Knights, Ladies and Damfeks ;
fo that there was no Knight in his Days mote
generally beloved and praifed of all People,

Syre Gaultier manyred froiflare, is another
of thofe Knights which are here mentioned
and recommended by Mr. Caxton : But I do not
find any Notice taken of him in thofe Englifs
Chronicles which 1 have feen. The Name is
plainly French, and perhaps he was one of that
Nation who was an Officer or Commander in
King Edward’s or King Henry's Armies in
their Wars with France, where he fignalized
himf{elf as the other Knights did whom he here
names.

He next names therle of Salisbury Montagu,
that is, 1 fuppofe, William Montague, or Mon-
tacute, Earl of Salishury, King of the Ifle of
Man, and Marfbal of England. To the firft of
thefe Dignities he was advanced by King Ed-
ward 111, in the Year * 1330. In 1342, he
conquered the lle of Man; and, in Confidera-
tion of this Conqueft, and becaufe his Father

i Strenuus et fapjens miles. Murimuth, &c.
¥ In the Yere of our lorde a Mcccxxx— Kynge Edwarde
made fixe erles; that is for to faye, Syr Henry therle of Lancaffres
fone erle of Leycefire; Wallyam of Bughum exle of Northampton ;
Wylham of Mountagu exle of Salysbury ; Hughe of dzudavell exle of
Gloucefire ; Robert of Ufforde etle of Southfolke ; and Wylham of
Clhnton erle of Huntyngton. Caxton's Chronscles, &, printed by
Notary, 1515. Fol. lxxxxv.
was
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‘was married to one of the Sifters of Orroy, King

‘of Man, was crowned by King Edwaerd, King

of the faid Ifland. But two Years after, when 4. p.
‘the King appointed folemn’ Jufts and Tourna- 1344
ments to be held at Windfor, this noble Lord,
through his immoderate Courage and Labour,

for three or four Days together, was fo bruifed

and fatigued with thofe boifterous Encounters,

that falling into a Fegvour, he died within
eight Days after, in the 43d Year of his Age,

to the infinite regret of the King and all his
Court, as well Strangers as Englifb, Walfing-

bam obferved, That it would be a Work of
great Commendation to write worthily of his
Uluftrious and valorous Adts.

Such were the virtuous and commendable
Examples which Mr. Caxton recommended to
the following and Imitation of the Eng/ifh No-
bility and Gentry of his Time: Men not only
famous for their perfonal Courage and War-
like Condu®, but of eminent Piety, Vertue and
Goodnefs. : |
- Laftly; Mr. Caxton here propofed the revival
of the ancient Exercifes and Diverfions of ! Fufls
and Turnaments, which, it feems, were now
growing into difufe. Fufls were fingle Com-
bats of two Knights on Horfeback, who tilted
at,or ran one againft the other, with their Spears
or Lances, within the Lifts or Bounds which -
weré appointed to them... Turnaments were
Exereifes of Arms, in which feveral fought or
tijted fogether in the way of Diverfion. Ri- Digion.
chelet thus.defcribes them : ¢ A-Combat betwixt Fran.
¢ two Parties of Horfemen well mounted, rich-

} See Gul. Neubrig. Hiito. p. 501, 502. Ed. Qxon. 1719,
H ¢ly
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¢ly drefled or adorned, and armed, made for
¢ Pleafure, and in the Prefence of the Ladies for
« fome publick Rejoicing, or to make themfelyes
¢ fit for the Exercife of War, and that withip
< a Barriere, or Place enclofed with Rails, ap-
« pointed for thefe Sores of famous Games or
¢« Tiltings” Thefe Barrieres were hoarded,
from whence the French ftiled the making Fufs
and Tournaments, bebourde,-or boarding. Qur
Poet Chaucer therefore defcribes his Knight
thus:

Full oft timis be bad the bord begon.

Or, was the firft at the bebourd, or the ™ bssrd
bariere, where the Fufles and Tournaments were

‘held.  The fame Poer reprefents thefe manly

Games as Circumftances of Love.

Fuftis, array, and all the circumflauncis
Of Love mmmemn

The Defign of thefe Diverfions being, as has
been intimated, in part to pleafe the Ladies,
and recommend to their Favour the Comba-
tants, for their Drefs and Manhood. But Mr.
Caxton feemed to have another View in advi-
fing their Encouragement, namely, the em-
ploying the Nobility and Gentry, that they
might not fpend their Time worfe, in Ga-
ming and Debauchery, and preferving their
anctent Courage and Valour, that the Honour:
and Security of the Eng/ifb Nation might not:
fuffer through, zheir finking and degenerating
into Delicacy and Effeminacy.

™ Borde, alittle Houfe of Weod or Timber.

6. The
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6. The legende of fayntes, called, The " golden
legend.. 'This he fynifshed the 20 day of Novem-
bre this Yeare. It wasentitled, in -Frenfbe, out
of which he tranflated it, La Legend D'oree;
and is a thick Folio, printed in double Co-
lumns. Mor. Caxton tells us, That ¢ this Book
«Wyllyam Erle of Arundel defyred him to con-
¢ tinue and accomplifh, and promifed him to take
¢ arefonable quantite of them, and fent to him
« a worthypful gentilman, a fervaunt of his na-
“med Fobn Stancy, promyfing, that the fayd
¢lorde fhould, during Caxton’s life, geve and
¢ graunt to him a yerely fee, that is to note, a
“buck in fummer, and a doo in winter.” The
learned Writer of The Englith Hifforical Li-
brary tells us, ¢ That Mr. Caxton tranflated Fobn
Capgrave’s Legenda Santlorum Anglie, and
¢ added to the fabulous Stories colleGed in this
.Book, that of 15,000 Men fuffering with the
¢ 11000 Virgins, who are remembred in the
¢ Calendar Oéfober 21, on the Teftimony of the
“Men of -Cologne, where he lived fometime.’
However this be, we are informed by a Note
written on a fpare Leaf at the End of a Copy of
this Book, printed by de Worde, That ¢ Caxton’s
¢ Edition bad the noble Hyftorye of the Expo-
¢ fycyon of the Mafle dyvyded into iiii parts,
¢and the x1r articles of our fayth.

7. Mr. Caxton tells us, That he added to this
boke that which is faid or callid Cathon tranfla-
ted likewife out of Frenthe into Englithe iz

. " Quam indigna eft divis et hominibus chriftianis illa Sanctorum
hifforia’' que LEGENDA AUREA nominatur, 'quam nefcio cur
AUREAM“ﬁppellenE, quum feripta fit ab homine fergci oris, plum
bei eordis ? Quid feedius dici poteit illo libro.. Ludov. Vivis de iy«
ciplinis, Lib. I, p. g1.

H:2 thabbaye
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thabbaye of Weftmeftre 23 of Decembre 1483,
It containd Catd’s Diftichs or Precepts,'in Lg-
tin, with a Verfion and Comment in Englifh,
This Book, Mr. Caxton tells us, ¢had been
¢ tranflated out of Latin into Englifh- by Maj-
¢ fter Benet Burgh late Archdeken of Colchefire,
¢ and hye Canon of St. Stephen’s at Welmefie ;
¢ but becaufe of late came to his hands this boke
¢ in Frenthe, which reherfed many a faire learn-
¢ ynge and notable enfamples, he had tranflated
¢ that into englifh, and prefented it unto the
¢« City of London of which he was a Citizeyn
¢and Conjurys” This Benediél, or Bennet of

Newcourt Byrgh, was fucceflively Re&or of Sandon and

Reperto.
Val. 11.

* inflru-
&ions.

Kedington, in Effex, 1440 and 1450, Archdea-
con of Colchefier 1465, Prebendary-of Eald-
land and Hedington, in the Church of St. Paul’s,
1472 and 1476. When he was made Canon of
the Collegiate Chapel of St. Stephen’s does not
appear, bur, very probably, he had this Dig-
nity in 1476, when he refigned his Prebend of
Hedingkam. However this be, he died fome
time this very Year 1483.

8. The booke of * thenfeignementes and
techinge, -that the knyght of the Toure made to
bis daughters and [peketh of many fayre enfam-
ples. Fol.  This, Mr. Caxton tells us, was tran-
flated by him, “ out of Frenfbe into our mater-
< nall englyfshe tongue by the requefte and de-
“{yre of a noble Lady whiche had brought
¢ forthe many noble and fayre daughters, and,
¢« for the zeal and love that fhe has always
¢ had to her fayre children, and yet hathfor
¢ to have more knowleche in vertue had de-
¢ fired him to tranflate it into our vulgar eng-
« lilshe” But he modeftly delred, “all th;m

¢ that
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¢ that thould lerne or fee ony thynge in this
¢ fayd book, by whiche they fhould ben wyfer
“and better, that they fhould gyue laud and
¢ thankynge to the fayd Ladyes good grace.——
¢ And wheras any defaulte fhould be founde in
< the reducynge and tranflatynge into our en-
¢ glyfshe tongue, that it be arretid to him
¢ whiche, he fayd, was ignoraunt and not ex-
¢ pert in the werke, though fo be that he had
¢ empryfed heretofore to fmatre him in fuche
¢ tranflacions whiche: he confefled and know-
¢ ledged him ignoraunt and therein to be im-
¢ perfect. 'This booke was enprynted at Wefi-
¢ minfire the laft day of Fanyver 1 Richard 111
Fol.

The next Year 1484, Mr. Caxton printed a 4 b.
Book, called, The ryal book or book for a Kyng: 1484
in Frenthe, le livre royal : in which ben com-
pryfid the x commandemerites, the x11 articles
of the faith, the vir deedly fynnes, the vir pe-
ticions of the Pazer-nofter, the [vi1] yeftes of
the holy ghooft, the vir Vertues &c. In the
hours of the moft blefled Virgin after the ufe of
Sarum, printed 1532 and 1555, they are thus
mentioned in Englith. The x commagnde-
ments, the v wittes, the vii werkes of mescy
bodily, the vir werkes of mercy gooftly, the
vii gyftes of the holy gooft, the vii Sacraments,
the viii beatitudes, with the vir dedely {ynnes:’
Pryde, Envy, Wratbe, Sluthe, Covetyfe, Glo-
thony, Lechery, ¢ This ryal book, Mr. Caxton:
¢ obferved, was compiled at requeft of King
¢ Phelyp * le belle of Fraunce 1279, and was.k the fair.
‘ reduced by bimfelf, out of frenche into eng-
“lith at the requefte of a finguler frende a
¢ worfhipfull marchaunt apd mercer of Lon=-

H 3 ¢ poN
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¢ pon——for a fpecyal book to knowe al vyces
¢ and braunchis. of them, and alfo al vertues,
« For that this book fheweth and enfeigneth it
¢ {o fubtilly, fo fhortly, fo perceivingly and fo
¢ perfectly, that for the fhorte comprehenfion
< of thenoble Clergie, and of the right grete
¢ fubftaunce whiche is compryfed therin, may
¢ and ought to be called, above all other books,
€ the royal book or baok for a king, for the holy
¢ Scrypture callith euery man a Kynge whiche
¢ wyfely and parfytly can gouerne and dyrette
¢ hymf{elf after vertue : and alfo bycaufe that it
¢ was made at requefte of tharnoble kyng Phelyp
¢ imprinted 2 Richard 1. fol. with figures,

In 1485, Mr. Caxton printed the three fol-
lowing Books:

1. Thiffory of the noble and valyaunt lknyght
Paris and the fayr Vienne the daugbter of the
dolphin of Viennois. This Book Mr. Caxton
tranflated out of Frenfbe into Englifb, and fi-
nifhed ic the laft of.Augufle, and emprinted it
the 19th of Decembre 14835. ,

2. The lyfof King Arthur, of bis noble knyghtes
of the round table, and in thende the dolorous
deth of th.m all. < This Book, Mr. Caxton tells
¢ us, was reduced into englith by Sir Thomas
¢ Malory Knyght, and by himfelf divided into
¢ xx1 books chapitred and enprinted and fy-
¢ nyiked in thabbey of #efimefire the laft day of
¢ Fuyl this yere.” How great an Admirer Mr.
‘Caxton was of the Hiftory of this Prince and all
the noble Knights, &¢. has been intimated be-
fore. I fhall therefore only add, That this
Tranflation by Sir Thomas Malory or Maleore,
was afterwards reprinted by Thomas Eaff at

London, in Folio; and at the End of it is this
Note;;
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Note: This tranflacyon fynyfbed the 1x yere of
the reigne of Kyng Edward the fourthe 4y Syr
Thomas Maleore knyghte, &ec.

3. The lyf of Charles the great. Among the
Works of Chriftina de Pifan, is one Book in
French, with this Title: Des faits et bonnes
meeurs du fage Roy Chatles V. faitt et composé
per Chriftine de Pifan damoifelle, accompli le
defrenier jour de Novembre ['an de grace
Mcccerv,

Mr. Palmer mentions a Book of Homilies as Hifiory of

printed this- Year by Mr. Caxton. But thisPrinin.
{feems to be no other than the Liber Feffivalis
before mentioned, which, through miftake,
Mr. Palmer has multiplied into the following
Books: 1. Liber Feftivalis. 2. Diretions for
keeping the Feafls of the whole Year. 3. An Ex-
pofition on the Lord’s-prayer, belief, command-
mentes, {even {acraments, feven virtues, feven
deadly fynnes, 7zem the general fentence, or fen-
tence of curfing, modus fulminandi fententiam,
the beads on Sondays. 4. A book of Homilies.
The fame Writer tells us, That this Year Mr.
Caxton likewife printed Vite Patrum, which
‘was not printed till after his Death.

The next Year Mr. Palmer tells us, he print- 4. D.
ed a Book éntitled, 4 Treatife againft Pride. Of 1456
this I can give no Account. , ,

The Year following he printed The bsok of 4. D
good manners. Fol. This Mr. Caxton tells us, '48%
¢ was compiled by the venerable Frere ‘faques
¢ le Graunt, in Latin Facobus magnus, lycen-
¢ cyat in Theology religious of the Order of St.
¢ Auftin, and, that the booke is of au&orite for
£as moche as. there "is nothyng fayde therein

H 4 ¢ but
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¢ but for the mooft part it is alledged by ferip-
¢ ture or ellis by fayeng of holy feyntes doGours
¢ philofophres.’— It was delivered to Mr. Cax-
ton by a fpecial frende of his, a Mercer of Lon-
don, named William Praat, and tranflated by
him out of Frenfbe and fynyfbed the viir of
Fuyn MitticLxxxvi.—and enprynted x1of May
after, 1487. ‘

Mr. Caxton muft be now well advanced in
Years ; fo that, either on that Account, or his
being difabled by fome indifpofition, or, that
the Books printed by him this Year have np
Date, .or for fome other Reafon, there do not
appear any of his Books printed the next Year,
1488. Mr. Palmer, indeed, mentions a Book
printed by him this Year, named Dives and
Lazarus, A dialogue on the decalogue. Fol. But
this feems the fame Miftake which he made
about the }7ite Patrum, which was printed by
de Worde, 4. D. 1495, as this Book was by the
fame Printer 1496.

In the next Year were printed, by Mr. Caxton,
the two following Books.

1. The doirinal of Sapience. Mr. Caxtoy
tells us, That ¢the ryght reverend fader in-
< Gop Guy de Roye, by the dyvyne miferacyon
¢ Archebyfhop of Sence had doon this boke for
¢ the helthe of Ass foule, and of the foules of
¢ alle hys people. and in efpecyall for {fym-
¢ ple lay-men to ftyr zhem up to devotion;’ and,
that it was tranflated by him out of Freafhe
at Weflmefire and jfynyfbed vir of May, 1439
A very curious and accurate Writer has ob-
ferved, That this Book is the fir/# in which he
had taken Notice of Caxron’s Cypher W%Q

' being
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being -applied—— as it generally- is in thofe
that he © afterwards publithed. But it appears
by what has been already faid, that he applied
it o one-Book, at leaft, nine Years before.
Mr. Palmer ‘intimates, that it was applied to
the Book of Chefs, the firft Book, as I have
fuppofed, printed by Mr. Caxton here in Eng-
land. The Reafon, perhaps, why this Cypher
is not oftner met with, is, Thart being a Sort of
PiGure. on a fpare Leaf, at the End of the
Books, it has been torn out by Children, &e.
as is the known Cafe of other old Books.

2. The book of the fayt of armes and chyvalrye
which Chriftine of Pyfe drew out of Vegetius de
re militari, This Book was written in’ French,.
and the Title of it, Le liure dss faits &’ Armes et
de Chevalrie par Chriftine de Pifan. Mr. Cax-
ton tells us, it was delivered to him by the
moft criffen kyng and * redubted Prynce bis Sove-* dreaded.
rayne lord Henry vit kyng of englond and of
fraunce #n bis palais of Weltmeftre the xx111
day of Janyuere the 1111 yere of bis regne, who 4. D.
defyred and wylled him to tranflate this faid 459
booke, and reduce it into our englifb and natural.
tange, and to put it in Prynte.

The next Year Mr. Caxton printed the two
following Books.

1. The boke of Enecidos made in Latyn by 4. D.
that moble Poet and grete clerk Vyrgyle. 49>
This boke was ® tranflated out of Latin in-

to

99

© It does not appear, that Mr. €axton afterwards printed above
2hree Books. ,
* P This is not a proper Tranflation of this Poem of Virgil’s, but
only a Hiftory of Eneas, taken from thence. It begins with pre-
fuppofing, that * Troye the grete capytall cyte, and thexcellenteit of
{ all the cytees of the countree and regyon of 4f¢ was conftructe a;d
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to 9 French, as' Mr. Caxton tells us, by fome

‘noble clerke of Fraunce. To the bonour of god

almyghty, fays he, and to- the: glryods vyrgyne
Marye moder of all-grace, and to the utylyte and
prouffyt of all the policye mondayne this preferite
booke, compyled by Vyrgyle ryght fubtyl and in-
genyous oratour and Poete intytuled Eneydos
bath be tranflated oute of latyne into comym
language by fome noble clerke or excellent Scho-
lar, of Fraunce. It was tranflated by Mr. Cax-
ton, out of French Profe into Englifb; and f-
nithed by him the 22d Day of Fuyn the yere of
our lorde 1490 in the 5** yere of K. Henry VII,
and prefented by him wunto the bye borne bis
commynge naturell and foverayn lord Arthur
Prince of Walys, duc of Cornwall and erle of
Chefter firft bygotten jone and beyer unto oure
mofte dradde, natural and fouerayne lord, and
~moft cryflen Kyng Henry VII. At the End i
this Colophon : \
. Here fynyfsheth the boke of Eneydos compylyd
by Vyrgyle which bath be tranflated out of la-
tyne into frenthe, and out of Frenthe reduced

into engly(she by me Wyllm Caxton 4°. The
Leaves are not number’d, nor is there the Di-
rection Word, but only the Signatures *.

This Tranflation, as Mr. Caxton calls it, he
¢ prayed  Mayfter Sobn Skelton late created
¢ Poete laureate in the Univerfite of Oxenforde

< edefyed by the ryght puyffaunt, and renomed kyng Pryamas fone
* of laomedon defcended of thauncyent ftocke of Dardanus by many
* degrees, whiche was fone of Fubyter and of Elecira his wyf after
¢ the fy&tions Peetique.’ ‘ , L
3 Livre des Eneides compilé par Virgile tranflaté dé Latin es

Francois par Guillaume de Roy. Lyon. 1483.
. © At the End is the fame wooden Print of Mr. Caxton's Cyphes
2s is at the End of thymage of the worlde. .
i,
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¢ to overfee and corre, and * taddrefle and ex-* dedicate.
¢ powne, where as fhall be founde faulte, to

¢ theym that fhall requyre it. For him, he faid,

¢ he knew fuffycient to expowne and englyfshe

¢ every difficulte that is therin.’ For this he gave

the following Reafon ; ¢ That Skelton had late

¢ tranflated the Epiftles of Tu/le, and the boke

¢ of Dyodorus Siculus, and dyuerfe otherwerkys

¢ out of Latyn into Englyfbe, not in rude and

¢ olde language, but in polyfhed and ornate

¢ termes craftily as he that had reade Pyrgyle,

¢ Qvyde, Tullye and all the other Poetes and

¢ Oratours to him unknown.’ Ergfmus, in a
Letter of his to King Henry VIII, fliles this
Poet, Britannicarum literarum lumen et decus. Athenm
But be, too freely refle®ing, in fome of hisOx
Poems, on the Condu& of Cardinal #5lféy, he

fo clofely purfued him by his Officers, that
Skelton was forced to take Santtuary ac Wefl-
minfler, where, it’s faid, he was kindly enter-
tained by the Abbat Fobn Iflip, and died in his
San¢tvary, and was buried in the Chancel of
the Church of St. Margaret’s, hard by the Ab-

by. Over his Grave was this Infcription put
foon after:

Fobannes Skeltonus Vates Pierius bic fitus eft,
Animam egit xx1 Junij an: Dom. M.D XXIX.,

It feems as if now either Mr. Caxton’s Bufi-
nefs was upon the Decline, or, that be was
about leaving it off. Since he tells us, in his
Prologue to this Book, That ¢after dyvers
¢ werkes made, tranflated and * achieved, ba-+ £, 4.0,
¢ ving noo werke in hande, he fittyng in his ftu-
* dye, where as laye many dyuerfe paunflettis

' ’ ' ' ¢and
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¢ and bookys, happened, that to his hande came
« this lytyl booke in Frenfbe” 'This, 1 fuppofe,
is the fame with what is called, The Hiftory of
Eneas. _

2. A lyttle trayte fhort and abreged [pekynge
of tharte and crafte to lerne well to deye : tran-
flated out of Frenfbe into Englylbe, by William
Caxton the xv day of Fuyn 1490. Fol. In a
Colleétion of dyures devout treatifes, in Englifh
Manufcript, there is one with this Title, Ars
moriendi, or the crafte of dying. Whether this
be the fame with that which Mr. Caxton print-
ed, I have it not in my Power to examine,” But
this Traé, perhaps, Mr. Caxfon might chufe
to tranflate and print at this Time, for his own
Ufe as well as that of others, being now arrived
at 2 Time of Life wherein it behoved him to
think of dying, and to make Preparation for it.
Thus the famous Cardinal Bellarmine told his
Friend, Cardinal Francis Sfortia, that he wrote
his Book of The Art of dying well, that he him-
felf, who was now advanced in Years, mighe
be prepared for Death.

Befides the forementioned Books, we find
printed by this diligent and laborious Man fe-
veral others, without the Name of the Place, or
any Notice of the Time when they were printed,
Some of thefe have "been already taken Notiee
of in the Order of Time in which I thought it
moft probable they were publithed. Of thofe
that remain, I fhall now give the beft Account
I can, and begin with thofe which are fuppoled
to be fome of his firft or moft early Perform-
ances.

1. Boecius de confolacione Philofophie. This Mr.
Gaxton tells us, was tranflated out of Latyn iata

iy
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our ufual and moder tongue by the worfbipful fader
and firf} foundeur and embelifber of ornate eloquence
in our Englifsb, Maifter Geffrey Chaucer. Itis
rinted with a Part of Boecius’s Latin, and.ac
the End of the Book is an Epitaph for Chau-
cer, in" Latin Verfe, made by Stepben Surigon,
Poet Laureat of Milan, at the Coft and In-
ftance of Mr. Caxton. This is printed in fome
of the f Editions of Chaucer’s Works. The
Book is without any Signatures, numbring of
Leaves, Date, or Place of Printing. Mr. Cax-
ton gives us the following Account of the Rea-
fons that induced Chaucer to tranflate this
Book, and himfelf to printit. ¢ Forafmoche,
¢ {ays he, as the ftile of it is harde and difficile
¢ to be underftonde of fimple perfones, therfore
¢ the ‘worfhipful fader & firft foundeur and
¢ embelither of ornate eloquence in our Englifh,
¢ I mene Mayfter Geffrey Chaucer, hath tranfla-
« ted it out of Latyn as neygh as is poffible to
¢ be underftande. Wherin, in myne oppynon,
¢ he hath defervid'a perpetual lawde and thanke
¢of al this noble royame of England.— Thenne
¢ for as moche as this fayd boke fo tranflated is
“rare, and not {pred ne knowen as it is digne
¢ and worthy, for the erudicion of fuche as ben
¢ ignoraunt, atte requefte of a finguler frend
«and * goffib of myne, 1 William Caxton have * kinfinan.
¢ done my * devoir temprynte it in fourme as is * endea-
¢ here afore made.’ ’ , vaur.
II. A Collection of Chaucer’s and * Lydgate's
C See The awvorks of our ancient and lerned Englife Poet Geffrey
Chaucer, newly printed Londini_impenfis Geor. Bithop. . Anmo 1602.
t Stephen. Hawes was highly efteemed by King Henry VII.
for his prodigions Memory, which did evidently appear in this,

that he could repeat by heart moft of our Engli/s Poets, efpeciaily

J- Lydgate, a Monk of Bury, whom he made equal in fome Re-
ipects with G. Chaucer.

Poems,
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Poems, 4°. This Book is without any Signa-
tures, Date, or Name of Place or Printer, [t
contains-the following Pieces.

1. Stans puer ad menfam : or Leflons of Be.
haviour to the Young. :

2. An holy Salve regina in englith. In the
hours of the moft blefled Virgin Mary, as the
Book is termed, is what is there called, A Profe
concerning the bleffled Virgin Mary in Latin,
which thus begins; Salve regina mifericordie,
wita, duleeds, et [pes nofira, [@lve.— Which
blafphemous Addrefs was in great Requeft with
the Papifts.

3. Parvus Catho.

4. Magnus Catho,

5. Fable of the Chorle and the -
Birde. — —\ By obn
6. Fable of the Horfe, the Ghoos, { Lydgate,

and the Sheep. — —

7. A lift of proper terms or phrafes in {peak-
ing of beafts, birds, &e.

8. The temple of glas. By ‘fobn Lydgate.

9. Scipio’s dream called the Parliament of
Birds, or Temple of brafs. By Chancer.

10. A tretyle whiche Fobn Skogan fente unto
the lordes and gentilmen of the kynge’s hows,
exortyng them to lofe no tyme in theire
yonghthe. By Chaucer.

11. The good counceyl of Chaucer ; or the
book of curtefy.

12, Annelida and Arcyte. By Chaucer.

13. Chaucer’s complainte to his Purfe.

14. * Thenuoye of Chaucer to K. Henry the

fourthe.
u Envepe. The Envoy, or conclufion of 2 Ballet or Sonnet, in
a fhort ftanzo by it felf, and ferving oftentimes as 2 dedication of
the whole.  Cotgrawe's Fr. Didtion,
The
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The Writer of the Preface to the laft Edition
of Chaucer’s Works 1721, gives the following
Account of this ColleGtion from °f. Bagford;
which fhews, that neither be nor Bagford had
ever feen it. ¢ Wyllyam Caxton, or rather Wyn- page s,
skyn' de ‘Worde, printed in 4°, among other
«things, feveral {mall Pieces of Chaucer’s, as
« the counfel to Chaucer ; Chaucer’s enuoy to
< 8cogan ; Liule John, called the book of cour-
< tefy; Annelyda and falfe Arcyte; the compleynt
« of Chaucer to bis empty purfe, &c.” However,
inthis Edition the following fix Pieces of Chau-
cer’s,-in this Colle&@ion, are thus recited.

1. The Affemble of foules — — p.413
1 2.’ 8cegan unto the Lordes and Gentilmen of
the Kinge’s Houfe — — = p.546

3. Goode counfaile of Chaucer  — 548

4. Of Queen Annelida and falfe Arcite---430

g. Chancer 10 his empty purfe, p. 549. In
the Edition of Chaucer’'s Works 1602, thisis
faid to be Thomas Occleve’s, who calls Chaucer
his dere maifter and father.

6. Chaucer unto the King — 7 549

1IL.. * The book of fame made-by G. Chaucer.* Th
fol. Emprynted by Wylliam Caxton. Houfz o

1V. Canterbury tales by Chaucer. fol. explicityy '),
per Caxten. Of this there is an imperfect Co-
py in Pepys’s Library in St. Mary Magdalen Col-
lege in the Univerfity of Cambridge; the fol-
lowing Account of which, was kindly tran{-
mitted to me by my leatned and worthy
Ffriend Dr. Dan. Waterland, the prefent Mafter
of it

-1. Prologgue. The Running Title for fixteen
Leaves; wherein are contained feveral
licle
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litle Prologues relating to the infuing
Tales.
2. The knyphtis Tale. For thirty Leaves,
3. The Myller’s Prologe. About two Pages,
4. The Myller's Tale. For nine Leaves.
5. The Reve’s Prologe. Quantity of two Pages,
6. The Reve's Tale. Six Leaves, excepting
a Page.
7. The Cokis Prologe. Somewhat more than a
Page.
8. ‘TbegCokiJ tale. A Page and a half,
9. The man of Lawys Prologe. Three Pages,,
10. The man of Lawys tale. Sixteen Leaves.
11. The Marchante's Prologe. One Page.
12. The Marchante’s tale. Fifteen Leaves and
a half, ‘
13. The Prologe of the Squyer. One Page. .
14. The Squyer’s Tale. Nine Leaves.
* Explicit pars fecunda. Incipit pars tertia,

Apollo whirleth up bis chare fo bigh
A till that god Mercurius bous the fligh.

— there is no more of the Squyer’s tale.

15. The wordes of the Frankeleyns. A Page.

16. The Frankeleyns Prologe. Half a Page.

17. The Frankeleyns tale. Twelve Leaves.

18. The Wyf of Bathe’s Prologe. ‘Twelve Leaves.

* Explicit pars fecunda.

Apollo whirleth up bis chair Jo bigh
Tsll that.the god Mercurius houfe be flie.

q There can be found no more of this forefaid Tale, which
hath been foughtin diures places. The Workes ofsemm Gefirey Chau-
cer. fol. 25. b. Edit. 160z, A

19. The
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2. ‘Tbe;) Il/lt{yf of Bathe’s tale. Five Leaves and
a half.

20. The Freris Prologe,

21.The Freris tale. Five Leaves.

22, The Svinpnour's Prologe. A little more than
a Page.

23. The Sompnonr’s tale. Eight Leaves.

24. The Prologe of the Clerke of Oxenford. Two

- Pages.

25. The Clerkis tale of Oxenford. Eighteen
Leaves. B .

26, Wordes of the Hooff. Seven Lines.

27. Second Nonnys Prologe. ‘T wo Leaves.

'28. The tale of the Nonne. Seven Leaves.

29, The prologe of the Chanon’s yeman.'Two Leaves
and half.. 3

36. The tale of the Chanon’s yeman. 'Ten Leaves,

31. Thetale of the doitour of Phifick. Four Leaves,

32. The wordes of the Hoofl. Somewhat more
than a Page.

33. The Pardoners Prologe. Two Leaves and
one Page. :

34 The Tale of the Pardener. Six Leaves and
half. ,

35. The Tale of the fbypman. Six Leaves,

36. Verba Hofpitis. Half a Page.

37- The Pryoreffes Prologe. One Page and half.

38. The Tale of the Pryoreffe.  Three Leaves. .

39. The Prologue of Chaucer’s tale, One Page.

40. The Ryme of ——Sir Thopas. Two Leaves
and half. ' \

41. The wordes of the Hooff. A Page and a half;
Jequitur Chaucer’s tale.

42. The tale of Chaucer. Twenty Leaves..

43. The Monkes Prologue, Three Pages.

44. The tale of the Monke, 'Twelve Leaves.
- R ‘ 45. The

IO‘)
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45. The Prologue of the Nonnys Preefi. A Page
"~ and half.
46. The tale of the Nonnys Preeff. NineLeaves,
47. The Mauncyplis Prologue. 'Two Leaves,
48. The tale of the Mauncypyl. ‘Three Leaves
and half.
49. The Parfonnys Prologue. Three Pages,
50, Tbe tale of the Parfon. Profe. Thirty twa
Leaves.
Explicit tractatus Galfridi Chaucer de peni-
tencia, ut dicitur, pro Fabula Reétoris,

v Now praye I to hem alle that herken thys
lityl tretife or reden it, &e.——

V. Troilus and Crefeide. Explicit per Caxton,

V1. The lif of the glorious Vyrgyn and Martyr
Saynt Katheryn of Sene, with the revelations of
Saynt Elyfabeth the kynge's doughter of Hun-
garie, fol. with Mr.Caxton’s Cypher T2,
The frft of thefe, Mr. Caxton tells us, is a Je-
gend compyled by a worfbipful clerke, Fryer Rey-
mond of the ordre of St. Domynic duétor of de-
wvynyte, and confeffor of this holy Virgyn. In the
Preface to a litde Beok in 4°. printed at Ant-
werp, 1603, with the following Title, D. Ca-
tharine Senenfis Virginis fanitiffime Ord. Pre-
dicatorum Vita ac Miracula jé/eﬁz'ora z Formis

&neis

’

¥ This is omitted in Speghe’s Edition of the Works of Chaucer,
Londini impenfis Georg. Bifhop. 16oz. but is added in the new
Edition 1721, as it 1s {aid, from MS. Ch. avith fome amendments
etet of other MSS. avbere the fenfe required it ; as if the Editor had
never feen this Edition of Caxton.

* There are twoand thirty of thefe Copper Cuts, In the laft of
them it is afirm’d, That the \very Hour this Cazherine died, Tho-
mas Pcrma, the Apoftolical Prothonotary faw the Heavens opené

. an
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gneis exprefla, this Frier Raymond is mention-
ed asone of the Evidences of the Faés here
reprefented;, and ftiled, B. Raymundus Capu-
anus Doétor Theologus, et Dominicane familiz
Magifter Generalis, The other of thefe Tralts
feems to have been an Englifb Tranflation of
the Legend in the Lombaraic Hiftory, or Golden
Legend. In a Book entitled, Liber trium wviro-
rum et trium Spiritualium Virginum. Emifs
Parifits 1513, are four Books of the Vifions and
Difcourfes of Elifabeth, a Nun of Schonbaug
in Germany, one of her Letters, and a Sixth
of her Tranflation. _

VIL. Speculum wite Chriftior the * myrroire of
the bleffyd byf of Jhefu Cryfte compiled from the
Latin book of D BonAvENTURE de meditaci-
one vite Chrifti——together with a fbort trea-

tyce of the byeft and mofte worthy Sacramente of

Chritte’s dlefiid body and the merveylles thereof.
Fol. This 1s exprefly faid to be printed by
William Caxton, and has his Cypher at the
End. Y£87-€C. Then follows a devoute

109

* orayfon to the Holy Sacramente, and after it* grayer;

‘this Colophon ;

Explicit Speculum wvite Crifti complete. In
om#i fribulatione, temptacione, neceffitate et an-

and ber afcending alofc among Quiers of Angels, and that a devout
Widow, named Sewia, faw her ctowred with a triplé Crdwn, and
received by Chrif} her Spoufe fitting on a Throne.

a The booke that is clepid, The Mirror of the bleffed Life of our
Lord Jefus Crift. written firft in Latin by Bonaventure, 2s isTaid,
and. tranflated into Englith, tho with fome variation. It contains-
devout meditations proper for every Day of the Week. At theend.
fome Miracles of the body of Chrift appearing in the Sacrament,
and a Prayer to Chrift and the Virgin Mary. in Esglith. Caralogus
MSS. in CCC Cantab. p. §3.

12 guftya;
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guflya, fuccurre nobis pifima Virgo. Amen,
% . . .

Memorandum, quod circa annum domini
1410, originalis copia hujus libri in anglicis
prefentebatur Londoni per compilatorem ejuf-
dem, reverendiffimo in Crifto Patri et domino
Thome Arundell Cantuarienfi Archiepifcopo, ad
infpiciendum et debit¢ examinandum ante-
quam fuerat liberé communicata. Qui poft
infpeccionem ejufdem per dies aliquot retradens
ipfum librum memorato ejufdem libri proprie
vocis oraculo in fingulis commendavic et ap-
probavit, nec non et auctoritate fua metropoli-
tico, ut pote catholicum, publice communican-
dum decrevit, et mandavit ad fidelium edifica-
‘cionem, et hereticorum five Lo/lardorum con-
futacionem.

The reafon given for the Title of this Book,
or its being called The myrroure of the beffyd hf
of Jhefu Crifte is, bycaufe the yf gf Crifte may
‘not be fully deferyued as the lyves of othir fayntes,
but in a manere of lykeneffe as thymage of mann’s
Jace is fhewed in-the myrrour or looking glaffe.

VI1IL. ® Directorium Sacerdotum : ﬁ§1>*\ Ordi-
nale fecundum vfum Sarum, una cum Defenfo-
rio ejufdem Dire®orij ; item Tractatus qui di-
citur Crede michi. Fol. To this *Book is pre-
fixed a Callendar, at the End of which is Mr.
Caxton’s Cypher Y- . After this fol-
lows a Prologue, which ends thus: Nunc igi-

b Another Edition of this Book was printed by R. Pynfon, 1503
with this Title, Di;e&orium Sacerdotum five Ordinale barum. In
the Breviary, afier the Ufe of Sarum, it is called, Pica. And in
our Englifp Liturgy, the Pye. - .

€ In nomine fanfte et individue trinitatis Incipit ordo Brevi-
arij feu Portiforij fecundum morem et confuetudinem ecclefie Sarif-

burienfis anglicane : una cum ordinali fuo : quod-ufitate vecabulo di-

citur P1ca five directorium facerdotium. ,
tur
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tur obfecro vos O dni facerdotes, ut hoc dire-
Gorium benigne a me fufcipere. dignemini, et
fecundum illud dirigite viam domini in divinis
Officiis celebrandis et dicendis ; et cum bene vo-
bis fuerit, mementote mei peccatoris {criptoris

tocius hujus Ordinalis Cleinentis Mavdefion fa-.

cerdotis.

Next this Prologue follows the Direftorium
and the Defenforium Directorij, at the End of
which is this Colophon : : ‘

Impreffum eft hoc Direflorium com Defenfo-
rio ejufdem per Willélmum Caxton apud Wefi-
monafierium prope London. :

- Then follows the little Traét, called Crede
michi; the Reafon of which Name is given as
follows : Quia——- in hoc opere non fcribitur
-aliqua regula nifi fic vera fecundum Ordinale
Sarum-et bene ° ventilata, ac peritorum viro-
rum teftimonio ac figillis confirmata : "ideo pre-
fens opufculum vocatur Crede michi, nam qui
predictas regulas memoriter tenet vix poterig
errare in fervicio divipo, Deo gracias.

Caxton me fieri fecit.

Thefe three are the only Books that we have
of Mr. Caxton’s printing in /atin, though there
isa good deal of the /a#in Text intermixed with
fome of the Tranflations which he printed ; as
of Boetius, Gato, the x11 prouffits of tribula-
cyon, Speculum Crifti ; tharte or craft of dying.
This, however, is a Proof, 'that he did pot can-
ﬁnf himfelf to the printing of FEnglifb Books
only. ,

¢ fequentes Articuli ventilati funt et a(pp,roba;i,pef :canox'xicos» ec

clefie Sarym.

I3 1X. The

111
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1X. The chaflyfing of Goddes chyldren, a
book prouffytable for manne’s foule, and right
comfortable to the body, and fpecially in ad-
verfite. Fol. This Title is thus in a Copy of
this Book in Secretary Pepys's Library; The
proffytable boke for mannes foule and right com-
Sortable to the body, and f[pecyally in adverfitie
and trybulacyon, whiche boke is callid, The cha-
ftyfing of Godde’s children. ¢ the End is this
Colopbon :

This boke was lately tranflated oute of
Frenthe into Englyfhe by a right well difpofed
perfone ; for becaufe the fayd perfone thought
it neceflary to al devout peple to rede, or to
here it rede, and alfo caufed the fayd boke to
be enprynted. -

2%

Explicit hic liber caftigacionis puerorum Dei.

X. A booke compofed .of dyuerfe goftly matters,
Fol. of whiche the firfle treatyfe is named Oro-
logium Sapiencie, {hewing feven pointes of true
love of everlaftynge wifdom. At Wellminfire.
Fol. This name was gyven herto, as hyt i
feyde in the proheme of the boke, bycaufe that
the mater therof was fhewn to him that wrote
hit, as in a vifioun, under the figure and like-
nefs of a wonder fayre Orologe feted and arayed
with paflynge fayre Rofes, and with Symbales
{weet fownynge, &e. .

Qui legit emendet, prefforem non reprebendat
Wyllelmum Caxton, ¢u7 DEus é/fa tradat,

'The Colophon informs us, Thatuth.ijs_bpoke was
lately tranflated out of Frenfhe bya right well ci_li;
pO (v
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pofed perfon, but unperfyght in fuch werke,
who caufed the fayd book to be enprynted, and
humbly befoughte the readers of their charite
to pray for the foule of the tranflator. It con-
fits of two other little Traéts befides this.

113

In the Manufcript Colle®ion of devout Penes me.

Tra&s, in Englifh, before-mentioned, is one
with this Title; Orilogium Sapiencie tn maner
-of @ Dialog [betwixt Difciple and W yfdom] and
tretith howe we fball lerne to dye. In this lictle
Tra& are feveral Texts of Scripture quoted
from the Vulgar Latin, and tranflated into
Englifb, particularly Pfalm cxvi, 3. Circumde~
derunt me gemitus mortis, dolores inferni circum-
dederunt me ; thus tranflated ; The weymyngtyngs
of deth bave umbelapped me, and the forrowes of
bell bave envyrowned me. But 1 have not had
it in my Power to compare Mr. Caxton’s Print
with my Manufcript.

The fecond Treatife in this booke fheweth x11
prouffytes of tribulacion. < A lyiill fhort trea-
¢ tyfe that tellyrh how there were vir mayfters
¢ aflembled rtogydre everyche one afked other
¢ whar thynge they myghte befte fpeke of that
* myght plefe GOD & were mooft profitable
‘ to the peple. And all they were accorded to
¢ fpeke of trybulacyon.” This isdikewife in the
Manufcript Colle&tion abovefaid, only with this
Difference ; That in the Manufcript the Tite
runs, bgwe there were fixe mafteres affembled
togeder, — —— ' '

The thyrde fheweth the boly rule of . Saynt
Benet. ¢ A compendious abftra@e into Engli/h
¢ put of the holy rule of Saynte Benet, for men
‘and women-of thabyte therof the whiche un-
¢ derflonde lytyll Laten or none, to thentente,

‘ 14 ¢ that
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¢ that they“maye "often” rede, execute -the” hole
¢« rewll, and the better kepe- it than it is, ac-
‘ cordmg to thabyte, and ‘théyre fireyte. rnfef-
‘ fyon, &ge. Enprvntcd at Weflminfire by defy-
“ ryng of certeyn worthipfull perfones” 4° §q
Dr. Fobn h'/zclf for the fame Reafon, tranfla-.
ted out of Latm mto Eﬁg/z//: tbe Rule qut
Francis.

X1. The Curiale of Alan Charener tranflated -
out of the French into Englifh, and fgrinted by
Mr. 'Caxton. Charetier was a- fimous. French
Poet” and Hiftarian, abd “Secretary -to” Charles .
VI and” VIL Klngs of " ¥ ance ik =Atihong “the _
Books' he’wrote, this ‘was’ ‘one, which: ht enti-
tled Curiale Gallici?} ‘He was a great Refmes .
of the French Language anid died 4. 1! 1458, .

To thefe Books of Mr. Caxton's prdikting,
fome have-added the following-ones, as 1 fupq;

pofe, without any Namie or:Date. 3.

1. ‘Tbe Life of our Lady by John Lydgare 4
Monk of Bury."?This is mentioned in the Cata-
logue of “tranflations:and poetical devifes in Eng--
lith Metre done by John Lydgate, &e. av the
End of the Edition of Claucer’s :Works, by-
Tho. Spfrr/ar Anno 16027 Mr. 1 bo: Hearne tells
us itis 4 ;hm Folio; but nét fo" corred as 3
Maniu/ sfeript of this- Book" whichikie faw: Per:
haps Mr. Caxton altered the old Ldnguagen 11:x

z. Thelife of St. Edward the Gon wfeffors:. sev

3, The ltfe of St. Winifrid: 4o 1 our -Big--
lifb Libraties are feveral Manuferipe. Lives of

this Saint in Englifh ; ‘befides that ipoths: Cald
lection of the Lives-of the Englifb Saints, by!
Jobn Capgrave... See the Life of St. Wene/redc’

by the late Bifhop Fleetwagd, 4. D113,

4. St
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4. St. Aufiin the monk raifing two dead Per-
fons. 4°.. In the Cottonian Library is a Manu-
fcript with- this Title s Narratio mirabilis de
Jententia excommunicationis, B. Auguftini Ang-
lorum Apoflols, et qualiter refufcitavit duos mor-
tuos. ‘This feemns to have been the fame Book
which is faid to have been printed in the Abby
of St Auflin’s near Canterbury, about 1525. 4°
with the following Title: 4 goodly Narration
how S. Auguftine tbe Apoftle of England rajfed.
two dead bodies at * Long-Compton, collefted Warvick-
out of divers authors, tranflated by Jhon Lyd- fire-
aate Monk of Bury. Perhaps this was reprinted
from Mr. Gaxton’s Copy, or printed from Lyd-
gate’s Manufcript.  The Story is told at length
by Sir¢ William Dugdale * and Mr.* Selden 4,* Hip. of
from fobn Tinemuth's or Anglicus Hift. Aurea K;‘;wm‘
MS. -to. this Purpofe : That, about 4. D.504,4 mip.
Auftin came to Long-Compton, in his way toTitkes.
the Place where he went, to confer with thcfi‘.ﬁf’;“
Britifb Bithops, called frem thence Aultin’s- Ac, roch. so.
or Oak; that on his coming thither the Pa-
rifh - Prieft met him, and complained to him
of the Lord. of the Mannor refufing to pay him
his jut Tiches. On which Auflin convened
the Knight, and finding him cbftinate, threat-
ned- 1o egcommunicate him, and accordingly
went immediately to the Altar and faid, I com-
mand, that no. excommunicate Perfon be prefent
at-Mafs. On this a former Patron of the
Church, and like Offender, who lay buried at
the:Entrance into the Church, immediately a-
rafe out -of shis Grave, and went out of the

"4 See Degn_Prideaus Original, &c. of Tithes, p. 165.
¢ Selden’s Hift. of Tithes, Ch: ix, x. Ed, M.pC.xyiii.

Church,
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Church. Auflin having Notice of it, as foon a3
he had done faying Mafs, went out of the
Church to him; and finding, on his Exami-
nation, that he had been excommunicated by
the Parith Prieft for not paying his Tithes, en-
quired where that Prieft lay buried, and imme-
diately went to his Grave, where he had lain

% 170Sek-above * 150 Years, and bid him Arife, for that

e he bad need of bhim to confront him with his
Patron. Which accordingly he did.——But
its very well obferved, that if all the Circum-
ftances of this Relation were true,- it would
prove Chriftianity and the f Difcipline of the
Church to have flourifhed here among the Bri-
tains very early, and to have continued in good
Order till this Vific of Auftin, and, in particu-
lar, that the Eftablithment of the Payment of
Tithes was ancienter than King Offs, the firft
Author of it, by above 460 Years; or how-
ever 29o.

5. The fpoufage of a Virgin. 4°.

6. Tbe fiege of Rhodes. Fol. By ¢ Sobn Kay,
Poet Laureat 10 King Edward 1V,

7. The baok of arts and feciences. Fol.

8. De fide et cantu famule fue.

But now, as has been intimated before, Mr.
Caxton feems to have been almoft’ quite worn
out, and his Labour fpent. At this Time,
A D. 1491, he muft have been of a confide-
rable Age. Suppofing him buc fourteen Years
old when he went Apprentice, its plain he fer-
ved out his Time, and was made free, both of

¥ Bifhop Kennet’s Paroch. Antiqu. o
'€ Under Edward IV. one Jobn Kap,-by the Title_’of bis Symble
Poct Lasrear, dedicates to him ¢be Siegi of Rhodey im Profe.

the
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the Company and the City. It is likewife very
probable, that he lived with his Mafter fome
Years after ; fo that we cannet well reckon
him lefs than thirty Years old when he went
abroad. There he lived thirty Years; which
advances his Age, in 1471, to fixty. Accord-
ingly, as we have feen, he then complained of
old Age creeping upon him, the Decay of his
‘Sight, and his being much feebled. He muft
therefore be now about or above fourfcore.
However this be, we are informed by de #orde,
that he ftill kept himfelf bufy, though we do
pot find, thar he printed. any thing after the
Year 1499 He fynyfbed at the laft Day of his
b, a Book called *.Zite Patrym, or the right
devout and folitarye lyfe of the aunciente or olde
boly faders beremytes dwellyng in ‘the deferts ;
which was firft written in Latin by St. Hierome,
Cardinal, and tranflated by Mr.: Caxfon out of
French. But he did not live to print ir; de
Worde printed it in his Mafter Caxton’s * Houfe *:King's
three Years after his Beath, which happened et .
fome time before Fume3, A D. 1492. “Inge
¢ thaccompte of the Wardens of the Parithe
¢ Churche of Seynt Margarete Wefiminfler in
¢ the thire of Middlefex’ [where Mr. Caxton lived,
and, as appears by this accompte, was at the
paffing it in the Years 1480, 82, 84 ] ¢ from the
¢ 27th day of Maye 1490.the sth of Hen. VII
funto the 3d day of Fune 1492 the 7th Hen-
“ry VII,” are the following Articles, in the fe-
cond Year of this Accompte, viz. 1492.

b In a priced Catalogue of Mr. Richard Smith's Books, fold by
ﬁ.&l&% 1682, Vitas Patrum per Beatiff. Higronymum Cgrd. &c.
ugduni 150z, 4%, wasfold forgd. | ‘

¢ Item,
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¢ Item, atte bureyinge of William Gaxton for
.., - £1iil Torches : - wis. viiid,
i ¢ Item, For the Belle. atte the fame burey-

Cinge & e 4—— u—  Vid,

By the fame Book it-appears, in the * aocampte
of the Receipts-of the Yeare 1497, that he
lefte to the Parith of 8. Margaret’s thirteen of
his printed Golden. Legends, and- by another ¥,
Book, containing Things relating:.to-the. Abby,
that his Executors gaveto it, in.1564, twa bokes
of the lyfe of Seynt Katerine, two of the birth of
our Lady. We find' no mention of any (Child-
ren of Mr. Caxton's; fo that, very probably, he
lived and died a fingle Man. S

Mr. Caxton, in his.printed Books; exprefled a
great Senfe of Religton, and .wrote like one
who lived in the Fear of Gon, and was very de-
firous .of promoting His Honaur: and Glory.
Thus in the Book of chyvalrye or kuyghthode;”
¢ Unto the prayfinge and dyvyne glory of god,
¢ fays be, whiche is lorde and fouerayne kynge
« above and over all thynges celeftyal and world-
¢ ly, we begin this booke.” But he was fo far
carried away by the eftablithed Errars and fuper-
ftitions of his Time, as to.be an Advocate for,
and Encourager of fome of the worft of them;
as engaging in what they then called the Holy
War, ot marching armed Forces.into the Land
of Fudea, to recover thatand the City Yersjs-

- Item, Recgived in Books called Legendsof the bequeft of /77"
Caxton xiil. | N .
"k Jtem, iiij “prynted bokes, ij of them of the lyfe of feynt Katee
yyne, and other jj of the birth of-our Lady, ofthe gift of thexecutors
of Caxton.

lﬁ”, '
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lem, out of the Hands of the Turks; and go-
ing in Pilgrimage, or Sainterring, to vifit that
Holy Place, &c. And yert, as’has been obfer-
ved, whofoever turns over his printed Works,
muft contrat a Refpe@ for him. He made
Choice of fuch Books to print as had a’Ten-
dency to promote Religion and encourage Vir-
tue and good Manners: To ufe his own Words ;
« Books in which he found many good enfeign-
« mentis and learnynges, and good enfamples
« for al maner of peple in generally: fpecial
¢ books to know all vyces, and braunchis of
¢« them, and alfo al vertues” How different is
this from the Practice and Ufage of more mo-
dern Times! when fuch Books are rather cho-~
fen to be printed, asferve to pleafe Men of cor-
rupt Minds, and vicious Inclinations, and have
‘a Tendency to deftroy all found and vertuous
Principles, and ‘debauch-Mens Morals. Bur
one cannot well help obferving, on confidering
what thofe Books were which Mr. Caxton princ-
ed, athow low an Ebb Knowledge or Learn-
ing was here in England in his Time, and how
poor and' infipid’ the general Tafte. His Per-
formarices were, ‘we have'feen, very near all in
Englifb,"and. they, for'“te moft’ Part, Tran-
flations " fromthe French, and not original
Compofitioris of any of our own Country-men,
Though he practifed the Arc of -Printing near
twenty Years, we do not find he printed any
one Claffical Writer; or -any Edition of ‘any of
she G¥¢ek or Roman Poets and Hiftorians. *“No,
not even in the famous Univerfity of Oxford,
where the Prefs was wholly employ’d- in prine-
ing Latin . Books, do we yet find any ‘one of
thefe printed. -As for his not printing any of

-~ the

19
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the Englifb Tranflations of the Old and New
Teéftament, Sic Thomas More has accounted for

Dyaloges, it 1h the following Manner. ¢ That on account
{'211 49- < of the ! Penalties order’d by Archbithop Arus.
Ed. 1529.¢ deb’s Conftitution, though the old tranflations

¢ that were before Wycliff’s days remayned law-
¢ ful and were in fome folkys handys had and
¢ red, yet he thought no Prynter would lyghtly
¢ be fo hote to put any byble in prent ac hys
¢ owne charge—— and then hange upon a
¢ doutfull tryall whyther the fyrft copye of hys
“tranflicyon was made before Wyclyff’s dayés
< or fynnys. For yff yt were made fynnys, yt
¢ muft be approued byfore the pryneyng.’ Buc
fuch an Approbation, Sir Thomas intimates,
was not then to be had.

Mr. Caxton appears to have been a very hum-
ble, modeft and vertuous Man. He often ftiles
himfelf a rude and fimple Perfon, confefles his
Ignorance, and bumbly befeches the pardin of bis
readers, and their pacience to corveél bis workes,
and exprefles himfelf in other Tefms fo fib
miffive and felf-abafing as are very uncounimion,
and more eafily admired than imitated. A
Proof of his grateful Temper, is his owning
the particular Encourdgement and Benefactions
he received, and efpecially his Obligations to

Dedication the Cyty of London. « 1 William Gaxton Cytezeyn

of Cato.

¢ & Conjurye of the fame, of the fraternyte and
¢ felawthip of Mercery owe of ryght my fervyfe
“and good wyll to ir, and of very duté am
¢ bounden naturelly to affift and counceille her

1 Thefe were the fame with thofe of beiiig the Fautors of Herefy
wiz. The greater. Excommunication and Death._ See Lyfidwood,
Provinciale.

€as
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¢ g5 fer forth as I can, as to my moder of whom
¢ I have receyued my noureture and lyvynge,
« and fhall praye for the good profperite and po<
¢lecy of the fame duryng my lyf.

He was a Man of no more Learning than, aé
he ingenuoully confeffed, he had by his Know-
ledge of the Englifb and French Languages, in
which, he modeftly acknowledged, he remem-
bred himf]f of his Rudenefs and Unperfitnefs.
He likewife tranflated Reynard the Fox out of
Dutch ; which thews he likewife underftood
that Language. It is a Miftake to fay, that he
uiderftood the Latin Tongue, and tranflated
Books out of zhat into Englifb. By the Ac-
count which has been given of his printed
Books, it fufficiently appears in how great Fa-
vour and Requeft he was with the-Princes and
great Men of his own Time: Though; he
owns, he was ™ unknown to fome of them to
whom he dedicated his Books. In his Book
called Eneidos, he intimates in what Eftéem he
was had on Account of his knowing and un-
derftanding the ancient Englifb Language ; in-
fomuch that he tells us, the Lord Abbat of
Wefminfler, who, 1 fuppofe, was then Jfobn
Eftney, put into his Hands fome of the ancient
Deeds or Charters belonging to that Abby,
written, perhaps, .a the Saxon Charaéler, for
him to explain or copy in modern Exnglifb, or
that which was then in ufe : but he modeftly

™ In his Dedication of 2be Game. of Chefs to the Duke of Cla-
nence, he ftiles himfelf his bumble and unknown ferwant. This is not
to be wonder'd at, confidering he was then but very lately return'd
to Enzland, where he was almoft quite a ftranger, and, that this

was the firft Book which he printed after.he was fetled at Wefimin- -

for 1474.

owned

121



122 The Lir e of William Caxton

owned his Infufficiency for fuch a Tafk : And
no Wonder; fince now the Englifh Language
was fo much altered from what it was before
the Conqueft, as not only to be different in the
Words and Manner of Spelling, but even in the
very Letter or Charaéter; fo that the Writing
ufed here before the coming of the Normans,
was become illegible to the common People,
and even to moft of the Learned. This feems
to confirm what has been already obferved of
Dr. Mid- his being the firft Printer of England, or ‘the
Difirens. firft who introduced that noble Art into this
Kingdom : fince, had there been any one be-
fore him, however, fo long as fix- Years, it's
fcarce credible that Mr. Caxton fhould have
been fo much carefled, and fully employ'd, and
have flourithed as he did, in the Sun-fhine of
the Englifb Court and Nobility, and principal
Gentry. Accordingly our very diligent and
learned Antiquarian Jobn Leland, who died at
London 1552, but threefcore Years after Mr.
Caxton, and who, though he could not know
bim himfelf, was, very probably, acquainted
with fome who did, ftiled Mr. Caxton Anglie
Prototypograpbus, the firft Printer of England.
And ke, one would think, fhould know, who,
befides his living fo near Mr. Caxton's own
Time, as to be almoft his Cotemporary, made
it his Bufinefs, with the utmeft Induftry and
Application, to fearch for, and enquire after
our Englifb Writers.
Of all our Englifb Writers, Mr. Caxton molt

admired our Poct ® Gegffery Chaucer. «In ﬁll
¢ nis

" Geffery Chaucer the moft excellent Poet of Engla‘n‘de ,deceafea
the 25 day of Odfober, 1400, who Was buried at Weftminfter whe:;
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¢his works, he faid, he'ekcélled, in Kis opi-
¢ nion, all other. writers in"our Engli/h. For he
. ¢ writeth no voide wordes, bur all his matter is
full of high and quicke fenfe: to' whom

¢ought to be given laude and prayfyinge for

« his noble making and writing, ‘for of him all
“other have borrowed fince and taken” Elfe-
-where he fliles him, "¢ the worfhipful father
“and firft founder and embellither of ornate
‘cloquence in our Englifh; the firfte embe-
“lither in making the fayd language ornate and
‘fayre, and deferving perpetual lawde and
“thanke of all this noble realme of Englonde.
2 Accordingly, as a Proof of the Refpe& which
Mr. Caxton had for this great and worthy Man’s
Memory and Writings, and his Defire to pre-
ferve and perpetuate them, one of his moft ear-
ly Performances was his collecting and printing
as many of his Works as he could get. He like-
wife procured, as has been hinted before, an
Elegy to be made for him in Latin Verfe, and
caufed two of the Verfes, there being in all’
thirty four, to be infcribed on Chaucer’s Monu-
ment in Wefiminfler Abby, viz, :

Galfridus Chaucer wates et fama Poefis
Materne, bac facra fum tumulatus bumo.

Laftly, Mr. Caxton defired his Readers, ac-
cording to the Superftition of his Time, ‘that

of late is made over him 2 faire monument on the South fide of the
Quire, His Workes are for the moft part publifhed in printe by
Sir Fobn Thin knight, fomewhat increafed by my travaile in the
lafte impreflion, 1532. Summary of Englifh Chronicles, . 330.

* See the Book on the Praife of the Virgin Mary, by Fobn Lyd-
gate.  Printed by Mr. Caxten.

K of
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of their charite they would pray far the faid
worfhipfol Geffery Chaucer.

As to Mr. Castor’s printing, it has been ob-
ferved, that his firft Performances are ver
rude and barbarous. He ufed a Letter. refem-
bling the Hand-writing then.in Ute. Hisd, at
the End of a Word, is very fingular, thus, -
He ufed the Charaé’cenﬁxcs which we find in
the Englifb MSS. before the Canqueft; fuch
as %, tor gh, 7 (U&. forand. Inflead of Com-
mas and Periods, he ufed a tranfvcrfe or obligne
S:troke, thus, / as the Duzch Printers do to this
Day, in their Gotbic Impreflions;, Mr, Palmer
obferved, That he ufed a Letter peculiar to him-
felf, and which is eafily known from any other,
being a Mixture of Secretary and Gothic as to
Shape ; and {fometimes of Great Primer as to
Size ; efpecially in printing proper Names. He
had a way of joining almoft any two Charatters
together ; whicn, perhaps, might induce Mr.
Bagford 1o fuppofe, that the Types which he
ufed were not diitin&, or fufile Types, made
of Meral, and caftin Molds, as they are now.
In his Titles he ufed the German Text, or what
our Printers call the Gotbic, of the Size of
Great Primer, and fometimes he mix’'d it with
his Secretary, or common Print, as our Printers
now do the Ifalic. Like the orhét Printers-of
bis Time, he never ufed any Direction.or Catch-
word, but placed the Signatures where thag
now ftands ; ; and rarely number'd-his- Leavcs,
but never his.Pages, as has beepr already insi-
mated. Mr. Pa/mer has obferved, That.the
Liber Feflialis, or Feflivalis, is the only one of
his Books whofe Lines.are not {paced out 10 the
End, which, he fays, is an after Jmprove-

ment
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ment and Elegancy introduced by Mr. Caxton,
i» Imication of foreign Printers. In moft of
his Books which I have feen, he only printed,

as the Cuftom then.was, a fmall Lctter at the
Beginning of his Chapters, to intimate what
the Initial or Capx&al Letter thould be, and left
that to be made by the Illuminator, who wrote
it with a Pen, with red, blue, or green Ink.
Thus are the Initial Letters, in his Edition of
the Polycbronicon, made with red Ink: But in
fome of his Baoks he ufed flourithed Initials,
or what the Printers call blooming Capitals. As
he printed long before the prefent Method of
adding the Errata at the End of Books was in
Ufe and Pra&ice, fo hisextraordinary Exacnefs
obliged him to take a great deal more Pains
than can eafily be imagined ; for, after a Book
was printed off, his way was to revife it, and
corre@ the Faults in it with red Ink, as they
then ufed to corre@ their written Books. This
being done to one Copy, he caufed one of his
Servants to run through the whole Impreffion,
and corre@ the Faults he had noted with a
Stanefil, or Red-lead Pencil, which he himfelf
afcerwards compared with ‘his own corrected
Copy, to fee that none of the Correcticns he
had made were omitted. Mr. Buagford, from
whom I rake this Account, adds, That Mr.

Caxton tranflated his Books, prmted correfed,

illuminated, and bound them in his Office or
Prmtmg-houfe Though Mr. Caxton himfelf
feems to intimate, that the firft of thefe he did
fometimes in his Study.

125

~ His Books are printed on Paper made of thegemep,
Pafte of Linen Rags, very fine and good, almofkp, Mary,,

hke the thin Vellom on which they ufed to
K2 write
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' write their Books at that Time. When this wag
firlt invented I have not been able to find; but

Connedti- our learned Dean, Prideaux informs us, That

o < 'he had feen a Regiftration of fome A&s of obn

Boot V1. Cranden, Prior of Ely, made upon Paper which
bears Date in the fourteenth Year of King Ed-
ward 11, that is, Anno Domini 1320; and, that
in the Bithop’s Regiftry at Norwich, there isa
Regifter Book of Wills, all made of Paper,
wherein Regiftrations are made; which bear
Date fo high up as the Year of our Lord 1370,
juft an hundred Years before the Time that
Mr. Ray faid the Ufe of it begun in Germany.
Whether this Paper which Caxfor ufed was
made in England, 1 am not capable of inform-
ing my felf; but Wynken de Worde, in his Edi-
vion of Bartholome: opus de rerum proprietati-
bus, in Englifb Folio, withou- Date, mentions
one Fobn Tate, as a Maker of iz, in England,
at that Time:

And to John Tate the younger joi mote be broke

Which fince bath in England doo make this Paper
thinne, ‘ ‘

That now in our Englifb tongue this boke is printed
inne.

The Ink which Mr. Caxton ufed is thorough
black and lafting. _

When the Printers generally ufed the Dire-
&ion Word, and numbring the Leaves of their
Books, is not, perhaps, eafy to know. At/7e-
nice the Diretion Word was not ufed by the
Heirs of Luke Anthony, fo long after the firft
Introdu&ion of Printing there as 1560, Henry
Stevens, who printed at Paris 1513, numbred
his Leaves ; as did other Printers of: that Placf,

2 o
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{oearlyas 1508, 10. Fobn Brielinger of Strasburg,
numbred his with Roman Capitals, as we have
feen Mr. Caxton did the Z/fop’s Fables which he
printed. "Facob Aurick, at Embden, 1534, num-
bred every other Leaf; and Jobn Lufft, at
Witteberg, the fame Year, though he ufed the
Signatures and Dire@ion Word, did not number
any of his Leaves. Andrew Cratandre and “fobn
Frobenius, at Bafil, 1521, pumbred the Pages
of their Books; and yet Adam Peters, who
printed at the fame Place, 1522, only numbred
the Leaves of his: But neither he nor Cratan-
dre, ufed the Dire@ion Word. Martin Morin,
-at Roane in Normandy, 1499, ufed no Dire-
&ion Word, and did not number either the
Leaves or Pages of his Books, and put the Sig-
natures only on every other Leaf of the firft
.half Sheet in 4°. thus, ai, aii.

Mr. Caxton had a Foreman, or Journey-man,
one Wynkyn. de Worde, a German, who feems to
have come into England with him from Cologn.
However, he lived with Mr, Caxfon, in his
‘Houfe at Wefiminfler, and afier his Death, fuc-
ceeded bim there, for fome Time, in his print-
ing Bufinefs and Imployment: Since, by fome
Rhymes printed oy him ac the End of #alter
Hilton's Scale or FLadder of PerfeGion, 1494,
two Years after Mr. Caxton’s Death, it appears,
‘that "he prinied that Book in Mr. Caxton’s
Houfe. : :

And W’ynk’fyn: de Worde zbis bath fet in pryut
Iz Wyllyam Caxton’s bomws, =

He likewife: ufed his Mafter’s Cypher, which

he thus varied, Y- 287-C,.- This was a Parc
K3 of
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of his Sign, The Sun and Stars ; under which
he placed kis own Name, Z# YNKYN DE
W O R D E. He was Printer to the Lady Mar-
garet, Countels of Richmond, &c. Mother to

Madox King Henry VII. He feems to have died

frme 4. D. 1534 ; fince, in a Survey on the Statute
P ;g;_' -for diffolving Chanteries, 1 Edward VI, is this
Augmen- Certificate : ¢ Under the Paroche of St, Brid's
iagfl)lfﬁ'ce" in Fleetftreet Wynkyn de Worde, deceafed xi
Antis, ¢ Yeres paft, willed and gave to the fayde
E4 ¢« Churche in money to buy lands with the

¢ fame, and with the Proflittes thereof to kepe
¢ an Obite for his foul for ever xxxvri'’
Mr. Caxton had likewife an Apprentice or
Servant, one Richard Pynfori, an Enlifhma,
I fuppofe, who, in the Yedr© 1493, the Year
after his Mafter Caxton died, fet up for himfelf
at the Temple-bar, at the Sign of the Georgs,
Londony and afterwards was Printer to King
Henry VII. being the fecond of our Englifb Prin-
ters who bore that Title: One William Fanque,
who, by the Command of K. Heary VII, printed
the P/alter, in Latin, Anno 1504, then ftiling
himfelf Impreffor Regius. However this be,
Pynfon, in his Proheme to his Edition of Chas-
cer's Canterbury Tales, ftiles Mr. Caxton his
worthipful Mafter, and tells his Readers, That
¢ this boke had bin diligently ovirfene and duely
¢ examined by Ass Politike reafon and overfight,
Both thefe Printers ufed their Mafter Caxton’s
Cypher, with fome Variation; and lived toge-

9 Here endith a compendioufe treatife dyalogue of Dives &
Pauper, that is to fay the riche and the Pore fru€uouily tretyng
upon the X commaundementes fynyfshed the V day of Fu/ the
yere of oure lord god, Mcceclxxxxviii. Emprented by me
Richarde Pyafon at the temple barre of london. Dxo gracias.

ther
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ther in very great Friendthip. Mr. Palmer ob-
ferved of the firft of thefe, de Worde, that his
excellent Method of Difpofition, Compoﬁtxon
and Prefs-work, fhc;ws him to have far excelled
his ’VIaﬁer Caxton, and even to have rivalled
aniy of his Cotemporaries abroad : Fhat e-is
the firft En lz/b Prmter who introduced the
Romarz Letter into England which he ufed
with his Gathic or black Letter, to diftinguith
any Thing remarkable, as we do the Iralic
with the Raman at this Time : That his Letcer
is_different from moft other Prmters, and is
caft o true, and ftands fo well in Line, as_not
to be éxcelled by any ever fince : That the very
Letter be made Ufe of, is the fame that is ufed
by all the Printers in London to this Day, and,

he believed was firuck from his Puncheons -

That he is the only Printer, he could find in
England, that ufed the fmall bodied Letters in
the Infaney of the Art: And, that upon the
Whole, he was a very curious, laborious and
mdcfatlgable Printer. The fame knowing and
ingenious Artift tells us of Pynfén, that he was
dn excellent. Printer, and a thorough Mafter of
the Art of Printing. So much was this noble

A: or Myftery of Printing improved and.

peri”Ged here in Exgland, in little more than
twen y Years Time.

K 4 APPEN.
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Numser L
Super Treugis Burgundiz.

A.D.1464. EX omnibus, ad quos, &c.
An. 4 E. 4.% Salutem. Sciatis, quod
cum certa Appunétuamenta, Intercurfum Mar-
chandifarum inter Subditos noftros ac Subdi-
tos “cariffimi confanguinei noftri Ducis Bur-
gundiz concernentia, fub certis modo et for-
ma ante bzc.tempora concordata fuerant et
conclufa, fepinfque interim prorogata, Nos,
Appunctuamenta illa pro Parte Noftra teneri.
et obfervari volentes, ac de fidelitatibus et pro-
vidis circumf{peéionibus dile€torum et fidelium,
noftrorum Richardi Whitebill armigeri et Wil-
lielmsi Caxton plenius confidentes, ip(os Richar-
dum et Willielmum noftros veros et indubitatos
Ambafliatores, Procuratores, Nuncios et De-
putatos fpeciales facimus, ordinamus et confti-
tuimus per przfentes: dantes et concedentes
eifdlem Ambaffiatoribus, Procuratoribus, Nun-
ciis et Deputatis Noftris, et eorum utrique,
plenam poteftatem et auctoritatem ac manda-
tum generale et fpeciale ad conveniendum, tra-
&andum, et communicandum cum prazfato
Confanguinco Noftro, feu ejus Ambafliateribus,

Pl‘Of'
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Procuratoribus,” Nunciis, et Deputatis, fuffici-
entem poteftatem ab eodem Confanguineo No-
firo ad -hoc habentibus, de et fuper continua-
tione Intercurfus predicti, et prorogatione ejuf-
dem, et, fi necefle fuerit, de novo capienda, ap-
punétuanda et concludenda, czteraque omnia et
fingula quz in premiffis neceffaria fuerint ec
opportuna, faciendum et exercendum; promit-
tentes, bona fide et in verbo Regio, Nqs ra-
tum, gracum et firmum pro perpetuo habituros
totum et quicquid per dictos Ambaffiatores,
Procuratores,  Nuncios et. Deputatos Noftros,
feu eorum alterum, in forma predita, actum,
geftum,. feu procuratum fuerijt ‘ir'l. przgr_niﬁis
feu aliquo przmifforum. In.cpjus teftimo-
nium, &e. . SO
Tefte Rege apud Wycomb viceffimo die
Oltobris. Per ipfum Regem, et de datd
prediéld, o

Numser IL
An Account of the firfp Invention of
Printing, from John Fox’s  A&s and
. Monuments, &,

N following -the courfe and order of Yeares
we find this Year 1450 to be famous and
memorable for the divine and miraculous in-
vention of PRINTING, 2 Nauclerus, and
* Wymfelingus following him, referre the inven-
tion: thereof to the Yeere 1440. In Paralipo,

# Chronicon Univerfale 1579.
¥ Epitome rerum Germanicarum 1575,

Abba-
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Abbatis Urfp. it is recorded, this faculty to be
found anno 1446. Aventinusand Zieglerus do
fay anno 1g550. 'The firft inventor thereof, as
moft agree, is thought to be a German, dwelling
firt in * Argentine, afterwards a Citizen in
Mentz, named fobn Fauftus, a Goldfmith, The
occafion of this invention firft was by engra-
ving the letters of the Alphaberin meral : whe
then laying black inke upen the metall gave
the form of letters in paper. The man being
induftrious and altive, perceiving zhat, thought
to proceed further, and to prove whether it
would frame as well in words and whole fen-
tences, as it did in letters. Which when he
perceived to come well to pafs, he made cer-
tain other of his counfell, one Fobn Guttem-
berge & Peter Schafferd, binding them by their
oath to keepe filence for a feafon. After ten
Years fobn Guttemberge, compartner with
Fauftus, began then to broach the matter at
Strausborough. The Art being yet but rude, in
procefs of time was fet forward by inventive
wits adding more and moré to. the perfe@ion
thereof : In the number of whom fobn Mentell,
and obn Prus at Strausborough and Adslpbus
Rufcius were great helpers. Ulricus Han, in
Latin called Gallus, firft brought it to Rome 14.
whereof this Epigram was made:

Anfer, Tarpeij cuftos, vigilando quod alis
Conftreperes, Gallus decidir, ultor adeft.

Ulricus Gallus, ne quem pofcantur in ufum,
Edocuit pennis nil opus efle tuis.

Imprimit.ille diequantum nonf{cribitur Anno,
Ingenio, haud noceas, omnia vincit homo.

NuMBER
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Nuvmser III

‘Englith Chronicle, 5.,

TVHE lordes of Enge-|
L Jinde had fo mishe|
belpe and firengetl of |

Lowys the kinge’s fine of
Fraunce, fo that be [K.
fobn) * myfle whider to
turne. And fo bit came
in bis thought for to
bave gon to Nichole, and
Jo be come by the Abbay
of Swynefbede, and there
he duellede too dayes

§ And as be fate at bis
niete bred was [et bifor
bim opon the table. the
king toke a lof in bis
bande & axede what
Such a Iof were worth?
Sire, quoth the monk, an
balpenye. O god, quoth
the king, bere ys grete
chep® of brede, but yf
that may leue and baue
myn belé or -this balf $er
Sucke a loof fal ben worth
xxs. And whenne the
king bad f5 fayde be fate
Sille and of te fichede and
toke and ete of the brede.

: wif wr,

Now,

Caxton’s Print.

HE barons had fo
huge parte & helpe
thorough lowys the

Kynge’s fone of Fraunce
that kyng John wyft

not to torne nego. And
fo it befell that “he
wolde have gone to
Nycholl. And as bhe
went thyderwarde he

‘came by the abbaye of

Swynethede and there
he abode two dayes.
And as he fate at mete
he axed a morike of the
hous how moche that
a loofe was worth that
was fette before hym
upon the table. And
the monke fayd that
the loof was worth but
an half peny. O* fayd
the kynge, tho, here is
greate ° chepe of brede.
Now, fayde he tho, and
I may leve ony whyle
fuche a loofe fhal be
worth xx fhelynges or
halfe a yere be gone.

b chear.

And

3 quoth Bodlei.

133
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Englith Chronicle, MS.

Now, by god, quoth be,
the worde that 1 baue
Jayde fal be balde. § the
monke that flode bifore
bim was fory in bert
and thoughte ordeyne
therfore fum remedye
though be fulde fuffre
deth therfore. 9§ the
monke anon wente to bis
Abbot and tolde al that
the king badde feyde and
confeffede bim to bis Ab-
bot, and ® bade bim for
to affoille bim for be
wolde geve the kinge
fuche a drynke that al
Englonde [ulde be glad
therof & merye. § the
monke anon wente info a
gardyn and fonde a grete
tode & toke ber up and
putte bir in a cup, and
< nome a prik and finote
bir thorugh in menye
¢ fledes fo that the wve-
nyme com out in men
places. the monke toke a
cup and fillede bit with
gode ale and broughte
before the king and fette
bim on bis knees, &

d places.

Jaide

P prased. < tecke.

Caxton’s Print.

And fo. when he fayd
this worde, moche he
thought, and. often he
fyghed, and toke & ete
of the brede, and fayd,
by god the worde that
I have fpoken it fhall
be fothe.

@ The monke that
ftode before the kyng
was for this worde full
fory in hys herte, and
thought rather he wolde
hymfelf fuffre © deth,
and thought yf he
myght ordeyne ther-
fore fome maner reme-
dye. And anone the
monke wente unto hys
abbot and was thryuen
of him, and tolde the
abbot all that the kynge
had fayd, and prayed
hys abbot for to affoyle
hym, for he wolde yeue
the kynge fuche a
“drynke that all Eng-
land fhold be glad ther-
of and joyfull. ©Tho
yede the monke into a
gardeing, and foundea

grete. tode therin, and
 piteous deth. & Wafile.

¢ tho’ went. . e
toke
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faide Sir©, Watfaille :
ar neucre dayes of ghoure
f ne dronke ghe fuche
ale, - zbegyn, quoth the
king, the monke toke the
cuppe & dranke a grete
draught,“and " toke the
cuppe tho to the king
who) “dranke '@ grete
draughte and_fét adoune
the cuppe.  § And anon
the monke wente ‘into
! fermerye and anon deide
of whas foule god haue
mercye. - And fyf monkes
Sullet jnge Sfor bim fpe-
cyally” whiles that the
Abbay fant. § fhe king
anon aros bim op al euel
at efe and commaunded
to remeue’the table, and
anon-be: axed- aftir the
monike, and men tolde the
king that he was ded &
bys bely alfo broften and
bis bowelles fallen out.
9§ And when the kyng
berde this be commaund.-
ed anon truffe and al bit
was j@r nought, Jor vbe

¢ your health, q. <uifp-bele.
¢ the mﬁrmar_-y, or ream ap-

duinted for fick perfons.

ﬁrgtm

‘have

Caxton’s Print.

toke her up and put
her "in a cuppe and
prycked the ‘tode .tho-
rugh with a’ broche

many tymes tyll thae

the venym came out
of euery fyde in the
cuppe. And tho tooke
fthe cuppe & fyllyed
it with good ale, and
brought. it before the
kynge knelynge ¢ fay-
enge, Syrh fayd he wafs-
ayll for ! euer the dayes
fo all lyf dronke ye of &
fo good acuppe. @ Be-
gyne monke, *fayd the
kynge. 4 And the
monke dianke a greate
draught. and toke the
kynge the cuppe, and
the kynge dranke alfo a

gtete draugh*, and fette

downe the cuppe. The
monke anon ryght
wente into ™ farmere
and there deyed anone,
on whoos foule god
mercy. Amen.
And five mcakes fynge
for hxs forle fpecyally,

fhethe. ¢ fayd. quoth
i never. k fuch. ! quoth.
™ the fernorie.
and

I35
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Caxton’s Print,

the caftel of Newewerke
and bis body was ente-
rede at'' Wynchefire,

& bhows, fanell.
E Oftober 19, 1216,

began fo ® bolne thatjand fhall ® whyle thae
mighte not belpe be fo
that withinne foo dayes
be deide, and was on the
morowe oppon fent lucas

the abbaye flanderh,
The Kynge. ° rofe: up
anone full euyll at eafe
and commaunded to re-
meue the table and ax-
ed after the monke,
And men tolde bym

{that he was deed for his

wombe was broken in
fondre. Whan the kyng
horde this he comauad-
ed® for to trufle 9, but it

{was for nought for is
belly began *"to fiwelle

for the drynke that * he

{had dronke, ¢ and with~
{in two dayes he deyed
{on the morrowe afier
1Saynt Lukys daye—-r
the deyed in the caftell
jof newerke, and his

body was buryed at

{wyncheftre.
" while the Abbey ftand.
< arofe anone. Pto trufs,

9 but all it. T {o to. T he
drank. t that he died with-

in two daies the—em

En I'abbeye de Swynheued home l'enpufo-
nayt. Il gift a Wyrceftre, il memes le volait

Anno Domini 1216f
French,

Peter de Langtoft, in

Ex
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Ex Hzﬂormdugzlzmtm, a Bartholomszo de Cotton
Monacko Norwicenfi anno gratie 1292 con-
- feripta MBS, in Bibliotheca Cottoniana,

Anno 1216. Die S. Laucz Evangelifte Fo-
bannes Rex obiit, veneno extinctus apud Swine-
theived a quodam hofpitali dicte domua,' et fe-
pultus eft apud Wigorniam.

E Chronico _‘;'obamzis Abbatis S. Petri de
Burgo

Rex [_]oannes] vero cadibus et incendiis va- 7/3'; 05;0-

cans, de Northfolk verfus Lyndfey per abbathiam 77 ™
,',Swymy%ewde venit ; ubi, fecundum quofdam,
potionatus tranfiit Slqﬁérd ubi {fupra modum
diffenteria vexatus, in le&ica ad caftellum de
Newerk portatus obiit ; cujus vifcera apud Cro-

kefton condita funt, corpus vero #ygornice dela-

tum, ac in ecclefia carhedrali {epultum eft.

A Petegrex fro William Conqueror of the
Crowne of Engelonde, &c. MS. in the He-
ralds Office. Printed 1724.

In *'his tyme was gret deorthe : *K.John's
xii* an half peny loof was worthe,
Then he made a Parlement
And {wore in angre verament,
That he wold make fuch a fcante,
To fede alle Englonde with a * {pande

@ feant, fearcity. * ASpon. @ chip.

And
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And eke with a whité looff,

Therfore he was to God ¥ ylothe,

A monke * anone therof herde, -

And for Engelond was fore aferde.

A poyfone then he ordenyd anone,

So was he poyfoned and deied ryght fone,
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Peter Langtoft’s Chronicle.,

& fon regned in this eftre kyng auhten ghere,
At the abbay of Suynefbeued ther he drank poyfon,
At Hauche his lif he leued, fo fay menof that toun.

In lLibrorum imprimendorum rationis laudem
quidam bos cecinit verfus.

O felix noftris memoranda impreffio feclis

* sitens. Inventore * nitet utraque lingua tuo
Anti. Brit. Defierat quafi totum quod fundis in Orbem

Nunc parvo dotus quilibet effe poteft.
Omnes te fummis igitur nunc laudibus ornent,

Te duce quando ars hec mira reperta fuit.
D. Hartmanni Schedel Chronicon Nurem-
bergii confummat. 12° menfis Fulij anno
. . 13
_Salutis nofire 1493. fol. ccLN,

¥ hateful, bathfome. 3 prefently.

Nums,
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Numser IV.
The Lord’s Prayer, Creed, and Ten

Commandments, according to  the
Feftival.
The Lord’s Prayer.

FAdei‘ our that art in hevens, halowed be thi
name :  thy kingdom come to us; thy wyll
be done in erthe as is in heven; Qur euery dayes
brede gyve us to day ; and forgyve us our tref-
paflis, as we forgyve them thar trefpafle agenfte
us; and lede us not into temptatyon, but de-
lyuer us fro all evyll fynne, amen. * -

The X11 artycles of thé fayth.

I Byleue in god fader almyghti maker of heuen
and of erth ; 1 byleve in ‘fhefi Chrifte his
only fone our lorde; I beleue, that he was con-
ceived of the holy ghoft and borne of the vir-
gine Mary. 1 byleue, that he fuffered payne
under Ponce Pilate doon on the crofle, dede and.
beryed : 1byleve, that he went downe to helle:
the thirde day arofe from deth 1o lyfe: 1 by-
leue, that he ftied up into heuen and fet him
ther on his fathers right honde : I byleue, that
he is to come 10 deme the quicke and the dede :
I byleue in the holy ghooit: the thyrde perfon
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N
N

4.
5.
6.

7o
8

of the trinyte. 1 byleue in holy chirche and .
comeninge of fayntes. I byleue remiffion of ro.
fynnes. ‘1 byleue ryfing of body. 1 byleue in 11, 12.

everlafting lyfe.
L The
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The X commaundementis of god.

TH E firft he commaundeth, that thou have
no god but him. The feconde is, that thou
take nct in vayne the holy name of god. The
thirde is, have in mynde to halowe thy holy
dayes : that is to faye fondayes and othér that
be boden. The 1111 is worfhyp thy fader and
moder. The fyfthe is, thou fhalt not flee,
The vj is thou fhalc do no lechery. Tbe vij
commaundement is, thou fhall not ftelen. The
viij is, thou fhalt bere no fals wytneflc The
1x is, thou fhalt net defyre thy neyghbours
wif. The x commaundement and the laft is,
thou thalte not defire thy neyghboure’s thing,
houfe, londe, oxe, afle, nother nothing that is
his, | C

i
Cor-
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Corrections and Additions.

| ‘PREFACE N
*8MAGE ix. Line 14; read, feven Yearsbefore it
P & was pradtifed, or; however, but zbree after it

Warw® was fitft thought of.

U U Poxi, L. 14 r. only theé Manufeript is,

in fome Places, correGed, and-the old and obfolete

Language fometimes. : :

P.xii. Col. 2. L. 3. -from bottom, In Caxton’s
own Edition of this Chironicle it is, the whiche be lecie
make in the fyxth yere of bis regne.

Ib. L.3. Note. Matthew xviii. 32. which, in our
prefent” Englifb Tranflation is render’d, O thou wicked
Servant, isy in our Saxon or old Englifb, Eala thy ly-
thra theowa.

P.xiii. L. 5. The Time of this memorable Fact
is differently reported by our ancient Hiftorians. Ro-
ger de Hoveden, tells us, That Anno gratie 1156, qui
erat annus tertius regni regis Henrici idem Hen-
ricus novam fecit monetam, que fola recepta erat
et accepta in regno, ~Radulphbus de Diceto and Matth,
Weftmon. mention this as done 1158, or the fifth of
his Reign, Matt. Paris, and William of Newbery,
place it to the Year 180, or the 27th Year of this
Prince’s Reign. Nova moneta in Anglia fafia of —
Forma monete publica, afalfariis corrupte, mutata eff
in Anglia, .

B O OK.
Prge 16. Lineg. In the Preface to his fecond
Edition'of this Book, without any Date or Name of
L2 Place’
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Place where printed, Mr. Caxton thus addreffed his
Readers : - < emonge alle other good werkys, Itis
¢ a werke of ryght fpecial recomendation to enforme
¢ and to late underftonde wifedome and vertue. unte
¢ them that be not lernyd, ne cannot dyfcerne wyfe-
< dome fro folye. The’ne emonge whom there was
¢ an excellent doctour of dyvynyte in the royame of
¢ Fraunce of the ordre of thofpital of Saynt Fobns of
¢ Fherufalem whiche entended the fame, and hath made
<1 booke of the cheffe moralyfed, whiche at fuche
¢ tyme as I was refident in drudgys in the counte of
¢ Flaunders cam into my handes ; whiche whan I had
¢ redde and ouerfeen me femed ful neceffarye for to be
¢ had in englithe ; and in efchewyng of ydlenes, and
¢ to thende, -that fomme which have not fene it ne un-
* derftonde Frenfih ne latyn, 1 delybered in my felf to
¢ tranflate it into our maternal tongue. And whanI fo
¢ had achyeued the fayd tranflacion I dyde doo fette in
¢ enprynte a certeyn nombre of theym which anone

*difperfed. < were * depefshed and folde. Wherfore bycaufe thys

De fcript.
Vol. I11.

¢ fayd book is ful of holfom wyfedom, and requyfyte
¢ unto every aftate and degree, I have purpofed to en-
¢ prynte it, fhewyn therin the * figures of fuch perfones
¢ as longen to the Playe.” The Book is deuyded and
departed into four traytes and Partyes. Oudin informs
us, from the learned Lambecius’s Catalogue of the Im-
perial Library, That this Book was written originally
in Latin, and is fometimes entitled, Super /udo Schac-
corum ; fometimes, De moribus hominum, et officio no-
bilium et populariym fuper Iludo Schacchorum ; and
Traltatus de caufa inventionis ludi Schaccorum : that
the Author of it was Facobus de Theffalonica, of the
Order of Preaching Friers. In 4nthony Senenfis’s Chro-

* Thefe figures are very rudely cut in Wood : I fhall only ob-
fefve of them, That thofe of the ALrHyNES, which are direCted
to be made and formed in mamner of Judges fitting in a chayer with
a book open before theyr eyen, and of the Rooke awbich ben aycarys
and legates of the Kynge, have fuch Caps on their Heads as Mr. Cax-
for's Pictuse has.

“nicle
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nicle of this Order is the following Account given of

him s Frater Jacobus de Cezolis, .Vir gravis, litera-
ture egregie et multum venerandus, tranfmifit ad po-
. foros Sermones varios et librum ® moralem pro nobilibys
“de lude Schaccorum.  Claruiffe fertur circa annum Do-
Jmini 1295. Lambecius obfetved, "That his true Name
was de Cafulisy from a City in Italy, called Cafali,
where he was born : That, through Corruption, it was
written, de Ca/olis, Caffalis, and Cafallis: Then de Ce-
folis) Ceffolis, Cezolis and Seffelis 3 that again the Name
‘was wtitten de Tefaiis and. Theflalis 3 and at length
abfurdly and foolifhly changed into de Theffalonia et
Theffalonica ; and, that he flourifhed about the Year
1290, or 12953 L’Abbe fays, before the Year 1200.
The learned du Frefne fuppofed Facobus de Ceffulis,
and Facobus de Theffalonica, to have been two diffe-
rent Men. of the fame Order.of preaching Friers ; the
firft to have lived about 4. D. 1295, and the fecond
about 1410. The fame learned Perfon. feems to have
thought. this Game: of .Chefs an Aragbian or Perfian
Game, fince he derives its Name. from the Word
:Schach, “which, in Arabié, fignifies a King, who is the
principal Perfon in this Game. » Out of Latin was this
-Book tranflated into French, -and from the French injo
Englifh, by Mr. Caxton, ashasbeen faid before. One
Simon Ailwardus, an Englifh Poet, who lived 1456,
-wrote a Poem Of the Game of Chefs. = '
P, 16. L.19. add,  In the Prologue to this Book
Mr. Caxton tells us,That it was written in French by
' Raoul le Feure, the Author of The Recuyel, &c. and.
prefented: by- him unto the noble Prince in his dayes,
Philip le bon duc of durgoyne, to whom he was Chap-
Jain: That ¢ it was newe made aparte of alle thiftories
:%:.0f .the fayd Fafon, and the hiftorie of him which
¢ that © Dares Frigiys and ¢ Guide de Columpnys wrote

Y Fr. Yae. de Cefolis frat. ord. Pradic. liber de moribus homi-
. num et Officiis Nobilium fuper ludo Schacqorum : parve folio Mex.
fiol. 1479. )

¢ De bello Trojano. ‘
¢ Deftru&tionis Trojz hiftoria, Fol, 148G« .
L3 in
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¢ in the begynnyng of theyr bokes touchyng the con-
¢ queft of the fayd golden flefe by occafion wherof
¢ grewe the caufe of ' the fecond deftruccion of the faid
¢ cite of Trgye.”  He further intimated, That himfelf
¢ entended to tranflate and enterprifed to accomplith
< this littil book for the honour and worthip of K. Ed-
¢ ward IV who had been eletted Knight of the Or-
der of the Golden Fleece, in the firft Chapter of it,
held by his Brother in Law, Charles Duke of Bur-
gundy, at Bruges, on Sunday, May 8, 1468 ; and af-
terwards inftalled, or, as Caxton exprefled it, ¢ had
¢ taken poficffion therof” In the fame Prologue Mr.
Caxton defcribed the Hangings fet up by Philip Duke
of Burgundy, who inftituted this Order of the Knights of
the (Golden Fleece, with a View to the Story of Fafoi’s
Expedmon to Celchis, in his Caftle of Hefdin, in Ar-
tois, upon the River Canche, in which this Story was
reprefented : © Well wote I, fays Mr. Caxton, thatthe
¢ noble Duc Philippe, firlt foundeur of this fayd Or-
¢ dre, did doo make a Chambre in the Caftell of Hef-
¢ dyn wherin was craftyly and curyoufly depeynted the
¢ conquefte of the golden flefe by the faid Fafon. In
¢ which Chambre I have ben and feen the fayd hifto-
¢ rie fo depeynted ; and, in remembrance of MeDp A
¢ and her cunning and fcience, he had do make in the
¢ faid Chambre by fubtyll engyn, that, when he wolde,
¢ it fhulde feem, that it lightned, and after thondre,
< fnowe and rayre, and all within the faid chambre as
¢ afte tymes and whan it fhulde pleafe him, which was

J. A“ﬁls’ ¢ al made for his finguler pleafir’ A learned Friend,
f’ﬁ;} 7 to whom I am much indebted for thefe Additions,
IZ/ ,Q,,, obferves to me, that there is no other Writer who men-
at Anm tions thefe Hmmnos or Paintings 5 and that, proba-
bly, they were duﬁmyed in 1553, wher the Town
and Caffle of Hesdin ‘were demolifhied by Philibert
Emannel, Duke of Savoy, General of the Emperor
Charles V. But, that Qliver de Ia March, who>was
bred up in the Court' of Philip Duke of Burgum%y,
has intimated, That the Duke had a Regard to this Sto
5y in his Inihtunon of this Order ; but afterwards, Ll})ly
e
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the Advice of Fabn German, Bithop of Nevers, the
firlt Chancellor of this Order, Gideon’s Fleece was
fubftituted in .the Room of that of Fz/o7 ; and, that of
this Story, were very rich Hangings 6f Gold and Sil-
ver remaining in the Court of Bruffels, in 1652, when
Chiflet printed his Breviarium Ordinis Velleris aurei.
- Monfirelet tells us, That on the Collar of this Order
was, Appendent une toifon que jadis conquift anciennement
Jafon en Pifle de Colchos comme on le trouve in I’Hiffoire
de Troye. Mr. Caxton mentions both thefe in this Pro-
logue. ¢ In fo much, fays be, as the greateft fame and
¢ renomme ftandeth -and refteth in the conqueft of the
¢.Flefe of gold wherof is founded an Ordre of Knightes.
¢ .—— howe well fome perfones afferme and faye, that
¢ the fayde Ordre hath taken his Original of the flefe
s of Gedean, where in I woll not difpute.’ This little
Book Mr. Caxfon prefented, as he faid, ¢ unto the
¢ mooft fayr, -and his mooft redoubted young lord,
¢ his lord prynce of #ales to thentent he might be-
¢ gynne to lerne to rede Englifsh:> He being now
about five Years old. : S

. P.1y. L.11, &¢. Note. This Title of the Earls,.
of Defendour and Direfiour of the Siege Apoftolique, &c.
1s an Intimation of an Office of which I have hitherto
met with no Account, and can therefore only guefs
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at.the Nature of it. Sir Henry Spelman has obferved, Gloffa-
That Defendors are of many Kinds, and known by rium, 7
feveral Names, both in the Church and State : That, Do/znfer.

particularly, there were Defendors of the Patrimony of
St. Peter, which were. appointed by the Popes in the
Provinces, . to defend and take care of the Patrimony
of the Reman Church, and particularly of what Le-
gacies were left to it : That of thefe Defendors there is
often mention made by the Popes, Gregory and Pela-
giusy in their Epiftles ; and, that from thence may be

learn’d their QOffice. Du Frefune informs us, Thatglom-
thefe Defendors of the Churches, or * Apoftolic See, rium, 7
~wese: of ‘the . Order. of Scholaftics, or, as I fuppofe, 44vecar

- Advocates of the Canon Law ; but that afterwards this

Qffice was conferred on military Men, and thofe of
L 4 greater
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greater Power, that there might be thofe to defend the
Rights of the Churches, which they took into their
Protetion, not only with their Teongues but with their
Arms. Farl Rivers was a fit-Perfon for this Office,
who, according to the Character given of him by Sir
Thomas More, had a Hand to execute as well as a
Head to advife. From hence I have furmifed, that
this Office was fomething like that of the King’s Lord
Advocate in Scotland 3 who, it's faid, was a Perfon
moft eminent for Eloquence and Knowledge of the
Laws, and to defend the King’s Right and Intereft
in all publick Meetings, by Law and Reafon. The
Word DirecTovuRr {eems to import the fame 5 as if
the Perfon invefted with this Office, had the Direftion
or Management of what concerned the Apoftolic See
here in England, or of what temporal Concerns the
Pope had here. It is in this Senfe that the Word is
ftill ufed. D.refteur, Procurator, terme de Palais:
C'eft une Adminiftratenr laique qui et choifi par le Bureau
genéral des Pauvres, pour avoir [sin du biens de quél-
que Lipital, et qui va un jour la femaine a cet bipital,
pour ouir les plaintes des panvres-et leur rendre juftice.
Richelet Diction. V. Direélenr. -

P. 18. L. 10. add, In the Earls Preface to this
Book we are told, Thatin Fuly 1473, he fetfail from
Soutbampton, 1o go to Compoftella in Spain, on a Pil-
grimage to St. Famecs wheré that Year was to bea
Jubilee and Pardon : For this he had a royal Licenfe
granted to him o Years before- Profecturo con-

vow. IWVotra incredulos fidei Chriftiane, &c. who was a-going
»2.m28 aoqinft the Infidels, and in Pilgrimage, and to fee the

World, with a " Recommendation of him to all Chri-
ftian Princes At the End of this Book is added about
a Page and a Halfy by Caxton, of the feyings of
Socraics, oven/t Women, which the Erle, it feems,
had ' not trunflated : Of this Mr. Caxton gave the fol-
lowing Account : Thar ¢ the Earl defired him to over-
{ee this Book, and whereas he tholde fynde faute to
¢ corret it, and -that done to put the fayde’ booke in.
¢ pryate. And thus, faid be, obeying his requeft and

¢ com-
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¢ commaundement, I have put me in deuoir to over-
¢ fee this his booke, and beholden as nyghe as I coude
¢ howe it accordeth with thorigynal beyng in Frenth.
¢ And I fynde nothyng difcordaunt therin, fauf only
¢in the dyctes and fayengys of Socrates, wherin I
¢ fynde, that my {pide lorde hath left out certayn and
< dyuerce conclufions “towchyng women, wherof I
¢ meruaylle that my lord hath not wreton them, ——
¢« But for as moche as I had commandement of my
¢ fayd lord to correcte and amende where as I fholde
¢ fynde fawte, and other fynde I none fauf, that he
¢ hath left out thefe dictes and faynges of the Women
«:of Greece. ‘Therfore in accomplifshing his coman-
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¢.dement for as moche as I am not * in certayn whe-* Jare.

¢-der it was in my laordis copye or not, or ellis pera-
« venture that the wynde had hlowe over the lecf at
¢the tyme of tranflacion of his boke, I purpofe to
¢ wryte the fame faynges of that Greke Socrates whiche
< wrote of tho women of Grece and nothyng of them
¢ of this Royame, whom I fuppofe he neuer. knewe :
¢ For-if he had I dar plainly faye, that he would haue

¢ *referned them in efpeciall in his fayd dictes. Al-*exeepred.

¢ way not prefumyng to put and fette them in my fayd
¢ lordes book, but in thende aparte in the reherfayll of
¢ the werkis, humbly requiryng al them that thal rede
< this lytyl reherfayll, that. if they fynde ony faulte

¢ *arrette it to Socrates and not to me.’ * 1o places

P. 20. L. 28.add, Befides the tranflating thefe #bree
Books, if the swo laft mentioned are not the fame,
for I have never feen them, this Earl wrote 3 Ballad
againft the feven deadly Sins ; and another whilft he
was a Prifoner in Pontefraé? Caftle, beginning

Sumwhat im;/j'ing ARd MOUT TG e

which is inferted by Fobn Ruffe, in his Hiftory, . 214.
P.21. L.y, {gec. Note. Mr. Mofes Pitt, in the,

fecond Volume of” this Atlas, tellsus, That be prefent-

¢d this Book to the Univerfity Library,
J ' 1 P, 22.
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P.22. Note. Read Hunte and Roede at Oxford.,

P.2%, L. 16. In a Prologue to this Book, dec/e-
rynge to whom it appertayneth, we are informed, That
¢ it was tranflatid out of Jatin into Frenfshe by the or-
¢ denaunce of the noble duc Febn of Berry and Au-
¢ uergne the yere of our lord MCCXLV. and now at
¢ this tyme rudely tranflated out of Frenfshe into Eng-
¢ lip by William Caxton : That it was engroffed, and
¢ in all Poyntes ordeyned by chapitres and figures in
¢ Frenfshe in the town of bruggis 1464 in the month
¢of Fuyw, and empryfed by him to tranflate and
¢ brynge it into our maternall tongue the fecond day
¢ of Janyuer 1480 in thabby of Weftmeftre by Lon-
¢ don.

P. 29. L. 13. from bot. Note. ¢ Jobr Rapall, who
¢ breuely compylyd, and emprynted 21 Henry viij or
¢ A.D. 1530, The Paftyme of People, or the Cronycles
< of dytiers realmys and moft [pecyally of the realme of
¢ Englond, calls this The Englyh Cronicle.”

P. 40. L. 3. from bot. This Prefs is faid by Bag-
Jord to have been fupprefled by Cardinal #7ulfey,..

‘P. 47. L. laft. Note, -at the Word zranflation.
This Book of the blafyng of .arms contains only Ab-
ftracts from Nicbolas Upton, who wrote four Books,
De re militari et faélis illufbribus, the laft of which
treats, De infignibus Anglorum Nobilium : Or, of the
Arms of the Englifb Nobles. At the End of this Eng-
fifp Tranflation, by Fuliana Barss, is Emprinted at
the exempt Monafiry of St. Albans.

P. 51. L. 2. from bot. r, A wife -and politic Go-
vernment.

P. 84. Note. In our Forefathers Time, when Pa-
piftry, as a ftanding Pool, covered and overflowed all
England, few Books were read in our‘Tongue, faving
certain Books of Chivalry, as they faid, for Paftime
and Pleafure; which, as fome fay, were made in
Monafterys by idle Monks, or wanton Canons. - As one
for Example: MorTE ARTHUR, the whole Plea-
fure of which Book ftandeth in two fpecial Poyntes,
in open Man-flaughter, and bold Bawdry. In which

) ‘ Book
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Book thofe be counted the nobleft Knights'that: da kill
moft Men without any Quarrel, and commit fouleft

Adulteries by fubtleft. Shifts : As Sir Lancelot with
the' Wife of King Arflmr his Mafter; Sir Trifiram
with the Wife of King Mark his Uncle 3 Sir Lamerock
with the Wife of ng Lote that was his own Aunte,
This is goad Stuff for wife Men to laugh at, or honeft
Men to take Pleafure in: Yet I know when Gop’s Bi-
ble was banithed the Court, and MorRTE ARTHUR
received into the Prince’s Chamber. R. Afcham,
'}S‘ﬁbmlmaﬁer, BookI
v P.88." L.13.-Note. Inan A& of Parliament,
-g Henry V. c.x11. A. D, 1421, thisBridge is called,
The newe bridge of ROCHESTER.

- “P.99. L. 5."from bot, ——— ¢ whiche tranflation
¢ was finithed: the- vili day of Fuy// the faid Yere, and
¢ enprynted the xiiii day of Fuyll next follawyng and
ful fynythed.?

P. ro1. L. 3%. The brlght and accurate' Author of
‘the Duncr1ap tells us, That « Caxton tranflated into
¢ Profe, Vzrgtl’s Aneis as a Hlﬁory, and that he
¢ {peaks of it in a wery fingular Manner, as of a Book
% bardly known? But ' this Cenfure is confuted by the
very' Copy of Cuxton's Preface to this Book, which
even this ingenious Writet has prinited in his’ Appen-
‘dix. There Caxton tells his Readers: . ¢ 1. That this
¢ lytyl booke was tranflated out of Zatyn into frenfbe by
¢ fome’ noble clerke, or' fine fcholar, of [fraunce.
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¢ 2. That he never faw * tofore like, this tranflation,* befere,

* ne none fo playfint, ne fo wel ordered; and, that
¢ this book, as him feemed, fhould be moche requ1ﬁte
¢ to Noblemen 't fee. ' 3. That this booke is named
¢ Eneydos, and made in /atyn by that noble Poete and
¢ grete clerke P¥rgyle. 4. That many hondred yerys
¢ pafled was the fayd book of Eneydss with other
¢ workes made and learned’daily in {colys, fpecyally
¢ in ytalye and other places, whiche hiftorye the fayd
*¢ Vyrgyle made in metre.”  How cafy a Matter is it to,
-greate DuncEs at thxs Rate?

P. 103.
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P. 103. L. 2. frombot,

It appears from this Book

how accurate an Editor Caxton was, and what an Inju-

ry has been done to Chaucer’s Works by

thofe who

have publithed them fince.. Of this I'll give the fol-

Yowing Inftance, from the

Caxton’s Ed.
—Vor lo rendying mufes
of Poetes enditen to me

- thinges to be writen, and

drery vers of wretchidnes

weten my face with very|

teeris.
yongthe.
welefull. -
dreynte.
unagreable.
welefull,

Beginning of.this Book,

~ Ed. 1602, 1721.
—For lo rendyng mufes of
Poets enditen to me things
to be:written, -and dreary
tears.

youth. ;
welfull,
- drente..
ungreable,
- welfully

P. 41. Note._I?s not improbable, that this Name

of Infomuch, given to the

Author of this Book, enti

tled, Fruftus temporuni, by Sir Henry- Chauncey, was
taken, by Miftake, from the firft Word of ‘the Fro-

Jogue to it, which is, Jnfomocke.

WRI
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WRITERS

OF THE

ART of PRINTING.”

Lmelowemus de Stephanorum Vitis.
Melchioris Adami Vit Joannis Fuft et—
Gottemburgh, inter vitas Germanorum
Philofophorum.
John Bagford’s Propofals and Life of Wlla-
liam Caxton. A fingle Sheet. -

Pierre Baile’s Diionaire, &c. V. Ally.

e Baileti Jugemens de principaux Imprimeurs,

= Bartoloccius de typographiis Judzeorum.

Joh. Hen, Boecleri Oratio habita 1640. ’

Chriftopheri Befo/di Differtat. Philologicarum Pentas,
Differt. IV.-

Boxkornij Theatre de Hollande,

Joh. Brodei Mifcell. lib. II. c. 26. T

Jean de la Caille Hiftoire de l’Imprxmene et de la li-
braire 1689.

And. Chevellerij liber de origine typographm Pari-
fienfis.

Johanis a Chokier Hift. Lib. Lc 18.

J.’A. Fabricij Notitia celebrium ante noftram ztatem
typographotdm ad finem Blbhothccx Latmee, Vok I.
1708.

Johrz Fox's A&s and Monuments -

De Gallois Traite des plus belles bibliotheques de I'Eu-
rope, p. 162, 185, ¢t feq. -

Hermannus ugo de prima {cribendi origine et rei li-
terariam antiquitate. Antw. 1617,

" Hiftoire
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Writers of the Art of Printing:

Hiftoire de PImprimerie.

The Hiftory of the Art of Printing, &c. Edmburghi
1713.

Pauli Fovij Novocomenfis prf ‘defcriptio regionum
et locorum. Bafil i561i.  Lib. IV.

Cliriftiani Libersj Bibliotheca. Ultraje&ti 1681. p. 12.

Bernardus a Mallinckrost Decanus Moguntiz de ortu
ac progreflu Artis Typographice. Col. Agrip.
1640.

J01n4Mmtelzj ad Mallinckrott parxneﬁs de vera ori-
gine ‘Fypographiz.

Mich., Matttmre Stephanoruth Hiftoria. 1709.

- Annales Typographici. 1733.

Conyers Middleton Differtation concerning the Origirt
of Printing in England.- 1735.

Moreri Dictiondire. V. Imprimerie.

] Mullerus de incunabulis Typographize Lipfienfis.

Sim. Palmer Hiftory of Printing, - -and partxculax‘ly in
England. 1%32.

Guido-Pancirsliys de rebus deperditis et noviter in-
ventis : feu nova reperta Veteribus iheognita : cum
comm, Henrici Salmuth 2. libris. Amberge 1612,

Pierre Richelet Ditionaire de la langne Francoife, Y
Amfterdam 1732. V. Imprimerie. | o

Joannis Schilleri obfervatxones in Jacobi de Komgfhom
ven Chronicon univerfale et Alfaticum,

Joh. Schmidii Hom. g et 4.

Adami Scbragii liber Germaniz fcripws de Typogm-_
phiz Inventione.

Henrici Stepbani Querimonia Artis Typographice.

Burchardi Gothelf Strmn_; Introduétio ad Hlﬂorlam‘
Literariam, -Cap. x1.

Polydore Vergil de rerum mventbnbus, Lib. I. c. 7.

9B
[aC S0

THE
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JREFace, Page viii. Line 9. read, zhis Difertation. | p. xv.
L 13. r. makes. Boox, p. 11. 1. 17. r.bifforge. Pp. 22. mar.
Mote, r. Hunte and Rood. p. 26. 1. 21, 1. fix Years after I bave
Juppofed—  p. 49. L. 11 1. Londonize. p. 51. 1. 2, from bot. r.
politick. . p. 58. mar. Note, 1. 2. 1. Trewvifa. p.68. 1, 3. from
bot. 1. folbw, p.69. 1. z2. dele and. _p.72. 1. 19, 1. as bold
ing. p.768.1 20, r. It. p.1t10, L 13, 14. 1. metropolitica.
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Preface, P. viil. li. 21—27. r. Bifhop Bale has done
him Juftice in givisg him the following Charatter :
Vir non omnino ftupidus, aug ignavia torpens, fed propa-
gande fux gentis memoria* fudiofus admodum.

, Man by no means ftupid or lazy, but very defirous of
propagating, or making known, the Hiftory of his
Country This one of our learned Writers feems to
have underftood as if his Meaning was, that Mr. Caxton
was not quite ftupid or lazy and accordingly
asks with a feeming Air of Scorn and Contempt

Book, P. 83. Li. 11. 1. Syre Gaultier Manuy rede Froif-

Bearerof¥'s [grt. P. go. Li. x0. 1. Syre Gualtier Manuy or Sir Walter

Life o
Sutton.

£ ‘Many, Manny or de Manny Was a Native and Lord of

Foiflore's the Town of Manny in the Province of Hainault, and
Hiftory. attended Philippa of Hainault into England on her Mar-

riage with K. Edward I1l. and being a moft valiant Man
at Arms was ever after retained and very much beloved
and honoured by that warlike Prince. In‘the fifth Year
of his Reign he knighted him with Ceremony, grant-
ing him Robes out of the great Wardrobe as a Banne-
ret. He was afterwards advanced to the dignity of a
Peer of the Realm, made a Privy Counfellor, and a
Knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter; and
when, after a Life fpent fin the moft glorious Deeds of

1371. Arms, Sir Wailter died, K. Edward and his Royal Family

of Heroes with the Nobility honoured the Funeral
with their Prefence, and attended the Corpfe to the
Chapel of the * Chartreufe in London, lately founded
there by him in conjunttion with Michael de Northburgh
Bp. of London, who by his laft Will made 13671, be-
queathed 2000l. for that purpofe. For a farther ac-
count of thefe renowned Knights, Mr. Caxton refers his
Readers to the French Hiftorian Sir Fobr Froiffart, who
was brought up in his Youth in K. Edward I1lds Court,
and wrote very fully of the Tranfaltions of his Reign.
Rede FEroiffart.

* Cbartreux,.A Convent or Monaftery of Carthafians, fo called
from a Place in.Dauphipse in France named Charsresfe, where they

were firlt {etled by Hugues Bp. of Gremble.
‘ " - Richeler Di.
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