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CHARACTERS

AND

MEMOIRS.

KING CHARLES I.

A HE feveral unhear'd-of infblencies this

moft excellent Prince was forced to fub-

mit to, his majejtic behaviour, and refolute

infifting upon his own dignity, and de

fending it by manifeft authorities in the

laws, as well as by deduction from reafon ;

the pronouncing that horrible fentence

upon the moft innocent Per/on in the

world, the execution of that fentence by
-the moft execrable Murder that was ever

b committed
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committed fince that of our Bleffed Sa

viour's, and the
circumftances thereof; the

application and mterpofitions that were

ufed by fome noble perfons to prevent

that woeful murder, and the hypocrify
with which that interpofition was eluded;

the faint-like behaviour of this Bleffed

Martyr, his Chriftian courage and patience

at his death; are all particulars fo well

known, and have been fo much enlarged

upon, that the further mention thereof

will but afflicl; and grieve the reader:

but it will not be unrieceffary to add a

(hort character of his perfon, that pofte-,

rity may know the ineftimable lofs the

nation fuffered by his Death.

He was, if ever any, the moft worthy
of the title of an honeft man; fo great a

lover of juftice, that no temptation could

difpofe him to a wrongful aftion, except

it was fo difguifed to him that he believed

it to be juft.

He
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He had a tendernefs and companion of

nature which reftrained him from ever

doing an ill-natured thing ; he was of the

moft harmlefs difpofition, the moft exem

plary Piety, the greateft Sobriety, Chajlity,

and Mercy, that any Prince has been en

dowed with.

He was a moft punctual obferver of

decency in his devotion, and the ftrifteft

promoter of the ceremonies of the church;

as believing in his foul the Church of

England to be inftituted the neareft to

the praciice of the Apoftles, and the beft

for the propagation of the Chriftian Reli

gion, of any church in the world. He was

alfo punctual and regular in his faid devo

tions ; and never known to enter upon his

recreations or fportSj though never fo

early in the morning, till he had been at

public prayers. He was likewife ftrict. in

obferving the hours of his cabinet devo

tions ; and fo fevere an exa6ter of gravity

b 2 and
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and reverence in all mention of religion,

that he could never endure any light or

profane word, with what fharpnefs of wit

foever it was covered ; and though he de

lighted in reading verfes, no man durft

bring before him any thing that was pro

fane or unclean.

He was fo great an example of Con

jugalAffetlion, that they who did not imi

tate him in that particular durft not brag
of their liberty ; and he did not only per

mit, but direct his bilhops, to profecute

thofe fcandalous vices in the ecclefiaftical

courts, perfons of eminence, and near

relation to his fervice.

He kept ftate to the full, which made

his court very orderly ; no man
prefuming

to be feen in a place where he had no pre

tence to be. He was very fearlefs in his

perfon, but in his riper years not very
^nterprizing.

He had an excellent underftanding,

and
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and great Lenity ofNature, and tendernefs

ofconfcience; which, in all cafes ofblood,

made him choofe the fofter way, and not

hearken to fevere counfels, how reafonable

foever urged.

So many miraculous circumftances

contributed to his Ruin, men might well

think that heaven and earth confpired it.

Though he was, from the declenfion ofhis

power, fo much betrayed by his own fer-

vants, that very few remained faithful to

him ; but the terror all men were under of

the parliament, made them watch all op

portunities to make themfelves gracious

to thofe who could do them good; andfo

they became fpies on their matter, and

from one piece of knavery to another, till

at laft they had no hope of prefervation,

but by the deftruction ofHim, who, in that

very hour when he was wickedlymurdered

in the fight of the fun, had as great a ihare

in the hearts and affections of his fubje£ls

in
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in general, was as much beloved, efteemed,

and longed for by the generality of the

three nations, as any of his predeceffors

had ever been.

He was the worthieft Gentleman, the

.beft Mafier, the beft Friend, the beft
Huf-

band,the beft. Father, and the beft Chriflian,

that the age in which he lived produced.

Ld. Clarendon.

On March the 25th, 1625, King
James I. died, and his only

fon,*
Charles I.

was immediately proclaimed king : a prince

of a moft excellent temper, ftrength of

underftanding, and regularity of affeclions;

having no tranfports unto vice, but en

dowed with habits of knowledge and

piety ; and fo unapt to have made any in-

vafion,

*

By Anne of Denmark, was born at Dumferm-

ling, in Scotland, November 19th, 1600.
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vafion upon the liberty or property of his

fubjecls, but as fome early rude attacks of

a faftion, feemed to force him to defend

his fovereignty.

He was a perfon, though born fickly,

yet who came, through temperance and

exercife, to have as firm and ftrong a body
as moft perfons I ever knew ; and through

out all the fatigues of the war, or during
his imprifonment, never fick. His appe«-

tite was for plain meats ; and though he

took a good quantity thereof, yet it wa$

fuitable to an eafy digeftion. He feldom

eat of above three difties at moft, nor

drank above thrice ; a glafs of fmall beer,

another of claret wine, and the laft of wa

ter. He eat fuppers as well as dinners

heartily; but betwixt meals he never

meddled with any thing. Fruit he would

eat plentifully; and with this regularity,

he moved as fteadily as a ftar follows it's

courfe.

His
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His deportment was very majeftic;

for he would not let fall his dignity, no

not to the greateft foreigners that came to

vifit him and his court : for though he

was far from pride, yet he was careful of

majefty, and would be approached with

refpect and reverence. His converfation

was free ; and the fubject matter of it, on

his own fide of the court, was moft com

monly rational ; or if facetious, not light.

With any artift, or good mechanic,

traveller, or fcholar, he would difcourfe

freely; and as he was commonly improved

by them, fo he often gave light to them in

their own art or knowledge: for there

were few gentlemen in the worlcj that

knew more of ufeful or neceflary learning
than this prince did ; and yet his propor

tion of books was but fmall, having, like
Francis the Firft of France, learnt more by
the ear than by ftudy. His way of ar

guing was very civil and patient; for he

never
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never contradicted another by his autho

rity, but by his reafon ; nor did he by
petulant diflike quafh another's arguments;

and he offered his exception by this civil

introduction, By yourfavour, Sir, I think

otherwife, on this or that ground; yet he

would difcountenance any bold or forward

addrefs unto him. And in fuits, or dif-

courfes of bufinefs, he would give way to

none abruptly to enter into them, but

looked that the greateft perfons Ihould in

affairs of this nature addrefs to him by his

proper miniflers, or by forne folemn defire

of fpeaking to him in their own perfons.

His exercifes were manly, for he rid

the great horfe very well ; and on the little

faddle he was not only adroit, but a labo

rious hunter, or field-man. He had a

great plainnefs in his own nature, and yet

he was thought, even by his friends, to love

too much a verfatile man ; but his expe-

c rience
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rience had thoroughly weaned him from

this at laft.

He kept up the dignity of his court,

limiting perfons to places fuitable to their

qualities, unlefs he particularly called for

them. Befides the women who attended

on his beloved Queen and Confort, the

Lady Henrietta Maria, Jifler of the French

King, he fcarce admitted any great officer

to have his wife in the family.

His exercifes of religion were moft

exemplary; for every morning early, and

evening, not very late, fingly and alone, in

his own bed-chamber, or clofet, he fpent

fome time in private meditation, (for he

dared reflect, and be alone;) and through

the whole week, even when he went to

hunt, he never failed, before he fat down

to dinner, to have part of the Liturgy read
to him and his menial fervants, came he

ever fo hungry or late in: and on Sun

days
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days and Tuefdays he came, commonly at

the beginning of fervice, well attended by
his court lords and chief attendants, and

moft ufually waited on by many of the

nobility in town, who found thofe ob-

fervances acceptably entertained by him.

His greateft enemies can deny none of

this; and a man of this moderation of

mind could have no hungry appetite to

prey upon his fubjee/ts, though he had a

greatnefs of mind not to live precarioufly

by them. But when he fell into the (harp-

nefs of his afflictions, (than whichfew men

underwent fiarper,) I dare fay I know it,

(I amfure confcientioifly Ifay it) though

God dealt with him, as he did with St.

Paul, not remove the thorn, yet he made

his grace fufficient to take away the pun

gency of it ; for he made as fanclified an

ufe of his afflictions as moft men ever

did.

c 2 As
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As an evidence of his natural probity,

whenever any young nobleman or gentle

man of quality, who was going to travel,

came to kifs his hand, he cheerfully would

give them fome good counfel leading to

moral virtue, efpecially to good conver-

fation; telling them, that if he heard they

kept good company abroad, hefiould reafon-

ably expect they would return qualified to

ferve their King and Country well at home;
and he was careful to keep the youth in

his time uncorrupted.

The King's deportment at his trial,

which began on Saturday the 20th of Ja

nuary, 1648, was very majeftic and fteady ;

and though ufually his tongue hefitated,
yet at this time it was free, for he was

never difcompofed in mind: and yet, as

he confeffed himfelf to Bifhop Juxon, who
attended him, one action fhocked him

very much ; for whilft he was leaning in

the court upon his ftaff, which had a head

of
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of gold, the head broke off on a hidden :

he took it up, but feemed unconcerned;

yet told the Bifhop, it really made a great

impreffion on him; and to this hour (fays

he) I know not pofpbly how itfhould come.

It was an accident I myfelf have often

thought on, and cannot imagine how it

came about ; unlefs Hugh Peters, who was

truly and really his gaoler, for at St.

James's nobody went to him but by
Peters's leave, had artificiallv tampered

upon his ftaff. But fuch conjectures are

of no ufe.

His fpeech on the fcaffold to the

people was very worthy of himfelf. This

part of it became his great wifdom, when

he told them, they mi/took the nature ofgo

vernment ; for people are free under a

government, not by being fliarers in it, but

by the due adminiflration of the laws of it.

After having prayed with the Bifhop, and

by himfelf, he fubmitted cheerfully unto

the
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the providence that was difpenfed unto

him : but he took notice of fome engines

his murderers had made, that in cafe he

would notwillingly fubmit, they might by
violence have pulled him down ; at which

he fmiled, as if he had been contented that

they (hewed the barbarity of their natures,
and he the equanimity of his own. At laft

he laid down his head, ftretched out his

hand as the fign, and the executioner let

drop the hatchet, which fevered it from

the body January 30, 1648. Thus this

faint and martyr relied from his labours.

If it be lawful to compare fmall things

with great, his manner of death refembles

that of his Great Mafter ; for like him he

was a King, and a King of that people that
purfued him to his death. He was a King
that refembled Seneca's fine rational man ;

one that forfeited with the vulgar, or the

many miftaking and deceived narrow

minds, the repute of being a good man,

that
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that he might not lofe to himfelf the con-

fcience of being truly fuch a one : for his

principles anfwered to true and folid rea-

fon, and fuited with divine ordinances;

and therefore he was owned by the perfons

of the beft quality, and ofmoft knowledge,
in his kingdom, even when he was fo far

from being able to reward, that he w7as not

able to protect either himfelf or them; and

indeed his condition was often fo low and

defpicable, that as Darius find to his loyal

adherents, fo he might have faid to his :

You that never forf00k me, {though I have

been twice overcome, and twiceforced tofly')
have been the beft evidence to my mind, that I

remained King, or that misfortune could not

dethrone me ;fo as God, not myfelf, reward

you. Providence made him glorious: great

and good minds will honour him, ignorant

not difcern him, politic (who think a king
dom fhould never be loft upon fcruples)
not value him ; but God, I am affured,

hath
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hath pardoned his faults, and crowned

him for his piety and his
fufferings*

Warwick's Memoirs.

His body, after his execution, was

embalmed, laid in a coffin of lead, and

buried

* The reader will perhaps applaud the modefty of

the poet, in thus bewailing the King's fufferings.

"
Where, then, juft Heaven, was thy unadlive hand,

"

Thy idle thunder, and thy ling'ring brand ;

"

Thy adamantine fhield, thy angel-wings,

" And the great Genii of anointed Kings ?

" Treafon and fraud fhall thus the ftars regard,
" And injur'd virtue meet this fad reward r

" So fad, none like can Time's old records tell,
" Though Pompey bled, and poor Darius fell.
" All names but one too low,—that one too high ;
" All parallels are wrongs, or blafphemy

!"

Tickell.
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buried atWindfor,*
without much funeral

pomp. This Prince left fix children:

Charles and James, who fucceflively
mounted the throne of Great Britain;

Henry Duke of Gloucefter, who died

Toon after the Reftoration ; Mary, mother

of William III.; Elizabeth, who diedf

foon

* At the repeated felicitation of Mr, Herbert to

thofe who were in power, permiflion was granted, and

room was found for him in a vault in which were the

coffins of King Henry VIH. and Queen Jane, his

thind wife.

t On the 8th of September, 1650, at the age of

fifteen years, pining away with grief and melancholy,

being confined, after her royal father's death, in Carif-

brook Caftle, under the cuftody of one Mildmay; and

was burred in a vaWlt near the communion table in

Newport church, 24th September following. The'

coffin, in a very perfefl fiale, was found 24th October,

1793 ; and on the lidwas inferibed,

" Elizabeth, fecond daughter of the late King
" Charles, deceafed September 8th,

1650."

The above particulars, with the drawing for the

engraving annexed, were obligingly communicated to

d MefTrs.
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foon after her father ; and Henrietta, af

terwards Duchefs of Orleans.

Harris's Life of K. Charles.

The Character of this Prince, as that

of moft men, if not of all men, was mixed;

but his virtues predominated extremely

above his vices, or, more properly
fpeak-

ing, his imperfections ; for fcarce any of

his faults rofe to that pitch as to merit the

appellation of vices. To confider him in

the moft favourable light, it may be af

firmed, that his dignity was free from

pride, his humanity from weaknefs, his

bravery fro rafhnefs, his temperance

from aufterity, his frugality from avarice:

all

MefTrs. Harding, of Pail-Mall, by Richard Bull, Efq.

ot North Court, in the Ifle of Wight ; who faw the

vault and coffin in the flate reprefented.
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all thefe virtues, in him, maintained their

proper bounds, and merited unreferved

praife. To fpeak the moft harlhly of him,
we may affirm, that many of his good

qualities were attended with fome latent

frailty; which, though inconfiderable, was

able, when feconded by the extreme ma

levolence of his fortune, to difappoint

them of all their influence: his beneficent

difpofition was clouded by a manner not

very gracious ; his virtue was tinctured

with fuperftition ; his good fenfe was disfi

gured by a deference to perfons of a capa

city inferior to his own ; and his moderate

temper exempted him not from hafty and

precipitate refolutions. He deferves the

epithet of a good, rather than of a great

man ; and was more fitted to rule in a

regular eftablifhed government, than either

to give way to the encroachment of a po

pular affembly, or finally to fubdue their

pretenfions. He wanted fupplenefs and

d 2 dexterity
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dexterity fufficient for the firft meafure;

he was not endowed with vigour requifite

for the fecond.

The tragical death of Charles bega*

a queflion, whether the people in any cafe

were entitled to judge and to punifh their

Sovereign ; and moft men, regarding

chiefly the atrocious ufurpation of the

pretended judges, and the merit of the

virtuous Prince who fuffered, were in

clined to condemn the republican prin

ciple as highly feditious and extravagant.

But between refilling a Prince and

dethroning him, there is a wide interval ;

and the abufes ofpower,which can warrant

the latter violence, are greater and more

enormous than thofe which will juftify the

former. Between dethroning a Prince

and punifhing him there is another wide

interval ; and it were not ftrange, if even

men of the moft enlarged thought fhoiiid

queftion, whether human nature could

ever
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ever in any Monarch reach that height of

depravity, as to warrant in revolted fub-

je&s this laft aft ofextraordinary jurjfdie-

tjon. That ijJufion (if it be an illufion)
which teaches us to pay a facred regard to

the perfons of Princes is fo falutary, that

to diffipate it by the forma] trial of a So

vereign, will have more pernicious ief$e$s

upon the people,, than the .example of jus

tice can be £u,ppofed to have a benejiciaJl

influence upon sRrinces, by checking their

career of tyranny.

TJhe crimes of tthat bloody (tyrant

Ner,© are fo enormous, that they break

through alj rules ; but when we pafis -ffiQW

the cafe of Nero to that of Charles, the

great difproportion, or rather total con

trariety of charafter, immediately ftrikes

us ; and we ftand aftonifhed that, among a

civilized people, Jp much virtue could

ever meet with fo fatal a cataftrophe.

What a paradpx in human affairs,

that



22 CHARACTERS AND MEMOIRS.

that Henry VIII. fhould have been almoft

adored in his life-time, and his memory be

refpefted, while Charles I. fhould, by the

fame people, at no greater diftance than a

century, have been led to a public and

ignominious execution, and his name be

ever after purfued by falfhood and by

obloquy ! Even at prefent, an hiftorian,

who, prompted by his courageous gene-

rofity, fhould venture, though from the

moft authentic and undifputed fafts, to

vindicate the fame of that Prince, would

be fure to meet with fuch treatment, as

would difcourage even the boldeft from

fo dangerous, however fplendid an enter-

prize.

Hume.



 



Yva V/, vyfr./rsf/r/Y/



[ 23 1

EARL OF STRAFFORD*

JH.E was a man of great parts, and ex

traordinary endowments of nature; not

unadorned with fome addition of art and

learning, though that again was mOre im

proved and illuftrated by the other ; for

he

* And Baron of Raby, a houfe belonging to Sir

Henry Vane, and an honour he made account fhould

belong to himfelf ; which was an act of the moft unne-

ceffarv provocation (though he contemned the man with

marvellous fcorn) that I have known, and I believe was

the chief occafion of the lofsof the Earl's head.

He had three wives : the firft, Lady Margaret Clif

ford, fitter to the Earl of Cumberland, and left no iffue ;

the fecond, Lady Arabella Hollis, fifter to the Earl of

Clare, who left him his only fon, William, afterwards

Earl of Strafford, and two daughters : the third wife was

daughter to Sir Francis Rhodes, ofYorkfhire; by whom

he had one daughter, an infant at the time of his death.
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he had a fteadinefs of conception, and

fharpnefs of expreffion, which made his

learning thought more than in truth it was.

His fifft inclinations and addrefTes to the

court were only to eftablifh his greatnefs

in the country; where he apprehended

fome afts of power from the Lord Savile,

who had been his rival always there, and

bf late had ftrengthened himfelf by being
made a privy-counfellor, and officer at

Court: but his firft attempts were fo prof-

perous, that he contented not himfelfwith

being fecure from the Lord's power in the

country, but relied not till he had be

reaved his adverfary of all power and

place in cOurt; and fo fent him down, a
moft abject, difconfolate old man, to his

country ; where he was to have the fuper-

mtendancy over him too, by getting him
felf at that time made Lord Prefident of
the North Thefe fucceffes, applied to a

nature too elate and haughty of itfelf, and
a quicker
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a quicker progrefs into the greateft em

ployments and truft, made him more trans

ported with difdain of other men, and

more contemning the forms of bufinefs,

than happily he would have been if he

had met with fome interruptions in the

beginning, and had paffed in a more lei-

furely gradation to the office of a ftatef-

man.

He was, no doubt, of great obferva-

tion, and a piercing judgment, both in

things and perfons: but his too good

(kill in perfons made him judge the worfe

of things ; for it was his misfortune to be

in a time wherein very few wife men were

equally employed with him, and fcarce

any (but Lord Coventry, whofe truft was

more confined) whofe faculties and abi

lities we're equal to his, fo that upon the

matter he relied wholly upon himfelf; and

difcerning many defefts in moft men, he

e too
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too much neglefted what they faid or

did.

Of all his paffions, his pride was moft

predominant; which a moderate exercife

of ill fortune might have corrected and

reformed, and which was by the hand of

heaven ftrangely punifhed, by bringing his

deftruotion upon him by two things he

moft defpifed,—the people, and Sir Harry
Vane. In a word, the epitaph which

Plutarch records that Sylla wrote for him

felf, may not be unfitly applied to him;
" That no man did ever exceed him,
"
either in doing good to his friends, or

" in doing mifchief to his enemies; for his

"
a£ts of both kinds were moft noto-

" rious."

In his perfon he was of a tall ftature,

fomething inclining to ftooping in his

ftioulders ; his hair black and thick, which

he wore fhort; his countenance of a grave

well-
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well-compofed fymmetry, and good fea

tures ; only in his features he expreffed

more feverity than affability, yet a very

courteous perfon.

His impeachment by the Houfe ofCom

mons was on the nth of November, 1640,

and the trial commenced 22d of March

following; when about feven of the clock

in the morning he came from the Tower,

accompanied with fix barges, wherein

were one hundred foldiers of the Tower,

and fifty pair of oars. At his landing,

he was attended with two hundred of

the Trained Bands, and went in guarded

by them into the Hall. The trial conti

nued, before judgment was given, until

the 10th of May, and on the 12th he

was brought from the Tower to the fcaf-

fold upon Tower Hill, where the Bifhop
of Armagh, the Earl of Cleveland, Sir

George Wentworth, brother to the Earl

e 2 of
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of Strafford, and others of his friends, were

prefent, to take their leave of him.

He told the people, when on the
fcaf-

fold, with a compofed undaunted courage,

he was come to fatisfy them with his head ;

but that he much feared, that the reforma

tion that was begun in blood, would not

prove fo fortunate to the kingdom as they

expected, and he wifhed ; and after great

expreffions of devotion to the church of

England, and the proteftant religion, efta-

blifhed by law, and profeffed in that

church, ofhis loyalty to the king, and af

fection to the peace and welfare of the

kingdom, with marvellous tranquillity of

mind delivered his head to the block,
where it was fevered from his body at one

blow ; many of the ftanders by, who had

not been over charitable to him in his life,

being much affefted with the courage and

chriflianity ofhis death.

Thus
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Thus fell the greateft fubject in power,

and little inferior to any in fortune, at that

time in the three kingdoms ; a man of great

parts,, and extraordinary endowments of

nature, adorned with the addition of art

and learning ; had a readinefs of concep

tion, was of great obfervation, and a

piercing judgment, both in things and

perfons.

Clarendon.

Rushworth.
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EARL OF NORTHAMPTON.

JL HIS noble peer was (lain
* in the action

at Hopton Heath, in Staffordfhire, by Sir

William Brereton's and Sir John Gill's

forces, after he had vanquifhed the rebels.

His horfe being fhot under him (the army

purfuing the chace), he was left encom-

paffed by the enemy ; who own, that after

he was on his feet, he killed their Colonel;

and that they offered him quarter, which

he refilled, faying, he fcorned to take

quarter of fuch vile rogues and rebels as

they were. He was flain by a blow with

an halbert, on the hinder part of his head.

He

* In the forty-fecond year of his age he married

Mary, daughter of Sir Francis Beaumont; and by her
had fix fons and two daughters.
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EARL OF NORTHAMPTON. 31

He was a perfon of great courage,

honour and fidelity, and not well known

till his evening; having in the eafe, plenty,

and luxury, of that too happy time, in

dulged himfelf with that licence which

was then thought neceffary to great for

tunes ; but, from the beginning of thefe

diffractions, as if he had been awakened

out of a lethargy, he never proceeded with

a lukewarm temper. Before the ftandard

was fet up, he appeared in Warwickfhire

againft Lord Brooke; and as much upon

his own reputation, as the juftice of the

caufe, which was not fo well underftood,

difcountenanced, and drove him out of

that country. Afterwards he took the ord

nance from Banbury Caftle, and brought

them to the King. He levied, upon his

own charge, a troop of horfe and a regi

ment of foot, and (not like fome other men,

who warily diftributed their family to both

fides, one fon to ferve the King, whilft the

father,
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father, or another fon, engaged for the

Parliament) entirely dedicated all his chil

dren to the quarrel, having four fons offi

cers under him, whereof three charged

that day in the field ; and from the time

he fubmitted himfelf to the profeffion of a

foldier, no man was more punctual upon

command, no man more diligent and vigi

lant in duty, All diftreffes he bore like a

common man, and all wants and hard-

nefies as if he had never known plenty

and eafe ; moft prodigal of his perfon to

danger, and would often fay, that if he

outlived thofe wars, he was certain never

to have fo noble a death.

Clarendon.
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THE EARL OF CARNARVON.

X HIS valiant nobleman was a perfbn

with whofe great parts and virtue the

world was not enough acquainted. Be*

fore the war, though his education was

adorned by travel, and an exact obferva-

tion of the manners of more nations than

our common travellers ufe to vifit, (for he

had, after the view of Spain, France, and

moft parts of Italy, fpent fome time in

Turkey, and thofe eaftern countries,) he

feemed to be wholly delighted with thofe

loofer exercifes of pleafure— hunting,

hawking, and the like—in which the no

bility of that time too much delighted to

excel.

After the troubles began, having the

command of the firft or fecond regiment

f of
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of horfe that was raifed for the King's fer-

vice, he wholly gave himfelf up to the

office and duty of a foldier ; no man more

diligently obeying, or more dexteroufly
commanding; for he was not only of a

very keen courage in expofing his perfon,

but an excellent difcerner and purfuer of

advantage upon his enemy. He had a

mind and underftanding very prefent in

the article of danger, which is a rare

benefit in that profeffion. He was a great

lover of juftice, and praftifed it then moft

deliberately, when he had power to do

wrong ; and fo ftrict in the obfervation of

his word and promife, as a commander,

that he could not be perfuaded to ftay in

the weft, when he found it not in his

power to perform the agreement he had

made with Dorchefter and Weymouth.

Clarendon.
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WILLIAM LAUD,

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

JL HIS great prelate was a man of exem

plary virtue, an excellent preacher, and a

fcholar of the moft fublime parts ; was al

ways maligned and perfecuted by the Cal-

vinian faction ; having all his life emi

nently oppofed his doctrine in thofe con-

troverfies, before the name of Arminius

was taken notice of, or his opinions heard

of.

As his learning, piety, government, noble

defigns for the church and clergy, public

fpirit, benefaftions, &c. were wonderful,

fo his moft accurfed oppreffions, fufferings,

and barbarous murder, were unparalleled

in any part of the chriftian world

£2 No
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No man had a heart more entire to the

King, the church, or his country. He was

a man of great courage and refolution;

propofed no ends in all his actions but

what were pious and juft ; therefore did

not regard what men faid, or were like to

fay, of him. He intended the difcipline

of the church fhould be felt, as well as

fpoken of; and applied to the fplendid

tranfgreffors, as well as to the meaneft

offenders.

On his trial he defended himfelf with

great and undaunted courage, and Iefs

paffion than was expefted from his con-

ftitution: he underwent his execution (on

Tower Hill, 10th January, 1643-4) with

all chriftian courage, to the admiration of

all beholders.

Clarendon.
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EARL OF DERBY.

JtiE was a man of unqueftionable loy
alty,*

honour, and courage; and all his

defects and misfortunes proceeded from

his having lived fo little time among his

equals,

* His zeal and activity for the royal caufe was parti

cularly manifefted by the forces, both horfe and foot,

brought for the King's fervice from the Ifle of Man

into Lancafhire, and there, by his intereft with feveral

brave men, joined by a greatly■fuperior number, fo that

hewas in a fair way of raifing a confiderable army ; but in

his march for Lancafter, where feveral hundreds more lay

ready to join him, he was intercepted and defeated near

Wiggan, by fome regiments out of Chefhire, under

the command of Lilburn ; in which aftion fell Lord

Withrington, and feveral other moft worthy perfons ;

hirnfelf, being wounded, narrowly efcaping. After the

defeat at Worcefter, he was by the Parliament tried and

put to death at Bolton in Lincolnshire, with every
cir-

cumftance of rudenefs and barbarity.



38
CHARACTERS AND MEMOIRS.

equals, that
he knew not how to treat his

inferiors, which was the fource of all the

ill that befel him ; having thereby
drawn

fuch prejudice againft him from perfons

of inferior quality, who yet
thought

them-

felves too good to be contemned, that

they
purfued him to death.

ISBBOw

SIR CHARLES LUCAS.

X HE younger brother of Lord Lucas,

and heir both to his title and eftate, was

bred in the Low Countries, under the

Prince of Orange, and always amongft the

horfe. He had little converfation in that

court where great civility was practifed

and learned. He was a very brave man

in his perfon, and in a day of battle a gal

lant man to look upon and follow, and

gained
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SIR CHARLES LUCAS. 39

gained the repute of being the beft com

mander of horfe in the world.

SIR GEORGE LISLE, who always

defired to imitate him, was a gentleman

who had the fame education, and an of

ficer of foot. He led his men to battle

with that alacrity, that no man was ever

better followed; his foldiers never for-

faking him, and the party that he com

manded never left any thing undone which

he led them upon. His courage was at

tended with the moft gentle nature ; kind

to all, and beloved of all.

The manner of taking the lives of thefe

worthy men was new and barbarous be

yond example; and was generally
imputed

to Ireton, who fwayed Fairfax.

Clarendon.
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LORD HOPTON.

He was a man fuperior to any tempta

tion, and abhorred enough the licence and

the levities with which he faw too many

corrupted. He had a good
underftand-

ing, a clear courage, an induftry not to be

tired, and a generofity that was not
to be

exhaufted, a virtue that none of the reft

had : but in the debates concerning the

war, was longer in refolving, and more apt

to change his mind after he had refolved,

than is agreeable to the office of a com

mander in chief; which rendered him

rather fit for the fecond, than for the fu-

preme command in an army. He died

1652.

Clarendon.
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SIR HENRY SLINGSBY, BART.

W AS in the firft rank of the gentlemen

of Yorkfhire, and was returned to ferve

in the Long Parliament, where he fat till

the troubles began; and having no de

pendence upon the Court, was fwayed

only by his own confcience to deteft the

violent behaviour of that Parliament ; and

when he could ftay no longerwith a good

confcience in their councils, in which he

never concurred, he retired, and joined

the firft who in his own county took up

arms for the King, being difpofed to run

the fortune of the Crown in all events.

He was of a good underftanding, though

of few words ; but having a large eftate,

and good reputation, had a great in

fluence on the people, and was irrecon-

g ciliable
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ciliable to Cromwell's government, and

therefore was cut off, being beheaded

in 1658.

Clarendon.

COLONEL JOHN PENRUDDOCK,

V-/F Compton-Chamberlain, inWiltfhire,
(fon of Sir John Penruddoek) was the

third brother of that ancient family that
died in the fervice of the Crown. He

was a compound of virtue, religion, and

learning; and put on arms to redeem the

liberties of three enflaved kingdoms. He

headed that brave attempt of furprizing
Salifbury at the very juncture the ufurper's
judges were holding affizes in the city,

feized them all in their beds, and obliged

them
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COLONEL JOHN PENRUDDOCK. 43

them to deliver up their commiffions. Af
ter which, marching to the weft, he him
felf proclaimed the King at Blandford,
but was overpowered by Crook, in De-

vonlhire, and obliged to yield, though on

honourable terms, which were not kept
with him. He was committed to Exeter

caftle, and there beheaded, 16th May,
lt555<

Vid, Clarendon,. Wood Oxon. and

Lloyd's Memo.

LORD CAPEL

WAS a man in whom the malice of his

enemies could difcover very few faults,
and whom his feiends could not wifh

better accomplished. He was poffeffed

g 2 of
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of a noble fortune, and lived in great

plenty, fo that no man was more happy
in his domeftic concerns ; yet the King's

honour was no fooner violated, than he

threw all thofe bleflings behind him, and

frankly engaged his perfon and his for

tune to all enterprizes of the greateft ha

zard and danger, and continued to the

end without making one falfe ftep. In a

word, he was a man, that whoever fhall,
after him, deferve well of the Englifh na

tion, he can never think himfelf under

valued, when he (hall hear, that his cou

rage, virtue, and fidelity, are laid in the

balance with, and compared to, that of

Lord Capel.

This noble royalift was beheaded oth

March, 1648.

Clarendon.

s
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WILLIAM JUXON,*

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY,

At the time of the Rebellion fuffered

in common with his brethren; with this

only diftin&ion, that he was referved, like

Ulyffes by the Cyclops, for the laft morfel.

At the time of the moft horrid murder of

King Charles, he attended him on the

fcaffold ;

* Was educated at St. John's, Oxford; was Scholar,

Fellow, and Prefident of the fame, alfoVice-Chancellor ;

Chaplain to the King; and, by. the ihtereft of Arch-

bifhop Laud, became Dean of Worcefter, and Clerk of

the Clofet ; was elected Bifhop of Hereford, made Dean

of the Chapel Royal, tranflated to London ; made Lord

High Treaftirer, which office he difcharged with fuch

fidelity, that he gave univerfal content when the King's

neceffities were greateft, and the clamours of the
people

loudeft.
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fcaffold ; but had the happinefs to fee the

King and church reftored, to place the

crown on the head of the former, and be

himfelf the crown of the latter ; being in

1660 tranflated from London to Canter

bury, and on the 4th of June, 1663, to

that place where his character may be

equalled, but not excelled.

He was ofa fweet temper, of admirable

parts, but ofwonderful modefty and humi

lity; exercifing that moft diftmguifhirig
mark of chriftianity, forgivenels of ene

mies ; infomuch that he was the delight of

his times, and extorted a reverence from

thofe very perfons who had deftroyed and

ruined his order.

Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy.
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EARL OF KINGSTON*

W AS Lieutenant-Geheral of theKing's

forceswithhr the counties ofLincoln, Rut

land, Huntingdon, Cambridge, and Nor

folk ; was in the royal commiffion for the

treaty ofUxbridge, and loft his life in the

King's fervice, July 30, 1643. ^e Dr°ugb.t

to his Majefty four thoufand men ; and hav

ing the care of the county, he vigoroufly

fupported the legitimate commiffion of

array, (to the bye-blow of the militia) till

unhappily furprized
_

near Gainfborough,

by the forces of Lord Willoughby of Par-:

ham ;

* The anceftors of Robert Lord Pierrepoint, Vifcount

Newark, and Earl of Kingfton-upon-Hull, came in

with the Conqueror, to fettle the monarchy of this

kingdom, and they went out of the world maintain

ing it.
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ham; who, (becaufe he was a perfon of

high quality, and great concern to the

King's affairs) the more effectually to
fe-

cure him, embarked him for Hull in a

pinnace ; whereupon Colonel Cavendifh,

juftly fenfible of his worth, and the lofs of

him, with a party purfued the pinnace to a

fhallow,which fhe could not pafs, demand

ing the return of the Earl, and the fur-

render of the faid pinnace ; both which

the rebels refufed, and placed the Earl

upon the deck, hoping thereby to deter

the royalifts from firing ; but a drake was

difcharged,which unfortunately took away
the lives of the faid noble Earl and one of

his fervants ; whereupon they immediately
ftruck, and yielded.

Clarendon and Lloyd.
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EARL OF LITCHFIELD,*

WAS honoured with the command of

his Majefly's own troop, eonfifting of an

hundred and twenty perfons of quality,

which he led with the greateft valour and

conduct-; as was manifefted firft near the

city of Litchfield; fecondly before Marl

borough, where he won three pofts from

the rebels; thirdly in Newbury fecond

fight, when the Earl ofEflex's horfe preffed

fo hard upon the King's, that they gave

way in iiforder, until this noble Earl .came

to the relief of Colonel Legg, &c. ; and

fourthly at Rawftone-Heath, near Chefter.

When the Kingwas overpowered byPointz

h and

* Created Earl of Litchfield in confideration of his

eminent fervices to the Crown near that city, was the

youngeft brother of five that ferved his Majefty.
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and Jones, this Earl managed his retreat,

to the amazement of all who faw him ; in

which fatal action (among many other

gentlemen and officers of name) fell this

brave and very faultlefs young nobleman.

He was of a moft gentle and affable na

ture, and of a fpirit and courage invin

cible ; whofe lofs the King bore with ex

traordinary grief.

- Clarendon and Lloyd.

MARQUIS OF MONTROSE*

VV A S a gentleman of very ancient ex

traction, many of whofe anceftors had

exercifed

* Executed at Edinburgh 1650. An account of

him will alfo be given in the « Portraits of Illujirious
Perfons of Scotland, with biographical Notices, by Mr.
Pinkerton,"

now
publishing in numbers, by I. Her

bert, bookfeller, Great Ruflel-ftreet, Bloomfbury.
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earl of lyndsey. 51

exercifed the higheft charges under the

King in Scotland, and had been allied to

the Crown itfelf. In the beginning of the
King's troubles he was a zealous cove

nanter; but difcovering the vile defigns of

thefe men, he left them, and bravely en-

gagedin the King's caufe, headed the roy-

alifts in Scotland, and in a few months

gained three remarkable battles, at Perth,

Aberdeen, and Innerloch, and prevailed in

fo many attempts, that in effect he made

himfelfmailer of that kingdom.

Clarendon.

W0BIB

EARL OF LYNDSEY.

TPHIS loyal Earl was a perfon of very

noble extraction, and great honour. He

fpent his youth, and the vigour of his age,

h 2 in
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in military actions and commands abroad;

always preferving a very
good reputation

with all men, and a very good
intereft in

his country, as appeared by the fupplies

he and his fon brought to the King's

army ; the feveral companies of his own

regiments of foot being commanded by
the principal knights and gentlemen of

Lincolnfhire, who engaged in the fervice

chiefly out of their perfonal affection to

him. He was of a very generous nature,

and punctual in what he undertook.

In the action at Edge-hill, being wound

ed, he was carried out of the field to the

next village; and if he could then have

procured furgeons, it was thought his

wound would not have proved mortal.

He had very many friends, and very few

enemies ; and died generally lamented.

Clarendon.
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LORD VISCOUNT FAULKLAND.

WAS wonderfully beloved by all who

knew him, as a man of excellent parts, of

a wit fo {harp, and a nature fo fincere,
that nothing could be more lively. In

the morning before the battle ofNewbury
he was very chearfu), and called for a

clean fhirt, faying, if he fllbuld be ftain,

they fhould not find him in foul linen.

He was fhot in the lower part of the belly,

dropped immediately from his horfe, and

his body was not found till the next

morning. Thus fell that incomparable

young man, in the thirty-fourth year of

his age.

His ftature was low, and fmaller than

moft men's ; his motion not graceful ; of

a keen courage, and fearlefs nature.
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SIR BEVILL GRENVILLE.

rTlS
death*

would have clouded any

viciory, and made the lofs of others lefs

fpoken of. He was indeed an excellent

perfon, whofe activity, intereft, and repu

tation, were the foundation of what had

been done in Cornwall ; and his temper

and affections fo public, that no accident

which happened could make any
impref-

fion on him ; and his example kept others

from taking any thing ill, or at leaft feem-

ing to do fo.

Clarendon.

* Killed at the battle of Lanfdown, 1643.

N I S.
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