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ADVERTISEMENT.

The great desire that has been very generally
expressed for having the AGricuLTURAL Sugr-
vEeYs of the Kingpowm reprinted, with the addi-
tional communications which have been received
since the OriGiNAL REPORTs were circulated,
has induced the BoARD of AGRICULTURE to come
to a resolution of reprinting such as may appear
on the whole fit for publication. It is proper at
the same time to add, that the Board does not
consider itself responsible for any fact or obser-
vation contained in the Reports thus reprinted,
as it is impossible to consider them yet in a per-
fect state ; and that it will thankfully acknow-
ledge any 'additional information which may
still be communicated : an invitation, of which,
it is hoped, many will avail themselves, as there
is no circumstance from which any one can de-
rive more real satisfaction, than that of contri-
buting, by every possible méans, to promote the
improvement of his Country.

N. B. Letters to the Board may be addressed to
Lorp CARRINGTON, the President, London.
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AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

OF THE

COUNTY OF FIFE.

INTRODUCTION.

AGRICULTURE, in every civilized nation, has
been justly regarded as an object of the first im-
portance, and, of all the useful arts, -the most
deserving of public attention and encouragement.
At the same time that it furnishes a steady sup-
ply of all the necessary means of  subsistence,
and comfortable accommodation, to the indivi-
dual, it contributes, most essentially, to the
strength, the opulence, and the independence of
the State. It mast, therefore, appear surprising,
that in this country, so much distinguished by
other improvements, the improvement of the
soil should have continued so long the object.of
general neglect, and should never, till of late,
have. received that public encouragement, to
which it has so just a claim.

- Literary merit has been’ patromsed by the most
distinguished names. Improvemenes in the arts
and sciences have been encouraged by public
honours and rewards. Laws and regulations
have been established, and bounties held out, to
give energy and success to the exertions of the

merchant and manufacturer, Much blood apd
B
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treasure have been spent i}l ,\ thg:euacq}l‘igig\pn of
foreign territory, and foreign trade’; and the
lives of many thousands have been hazarded and
lost, for their extension and defence. But t,l.lc
cultivation and improvement of our native soil,
though an object undeniably of the first conse-
quence to the nation, has been, in a great mean
sure,-overlooked, and suffered to languish under
the pressure of numberless hardships and dis-
couragements, L : .

Public neglect, however, is not the only mis-
fortune which agriculturehath experienced. From
the indolence and inattention of the proprietors
themselves, it hath suffered still more severely.
‘Blind to their own private interest, as well as. to
the general good of their country, they continu-
ed long to regard husbandry with an indifferent
eye, and hev'e never, generally, till within these
few years, taken any proper measures to extri-
cate their estates from that wretched systemn of
marlagement to which, from time immemorial,
they had been unhappily subjected.

In many instances, and at a period not very
remote, the pride of family distinction, attach~
ing the idea of meanness to the labours .of the
peasant,-led.gentlemen of fortune to consider
‘practical farming as beneath their rank, and as
bringing them too much upon a level with the
inferior orders of socicty. Besides, the greater
part of our young noblemen and :gentlemen
were trained up in the persuasion, that the
science of agriculture formed no part of the edu-
cation, and the knowledge of rural economy,
none of the accomplishments, that belong to men
of rank and fashion, The consequence of . this

P
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has been an almost total ignoranee, and a rooted
dislike, of the operations of husbandry among
that order of men, who are most concerned and
best able to promote its improvement. Ab-
stracting themselves entirely from. country af-
faits, they engaged in other employments deem-
ed more honourable, or more suitable to their
station, cr else devoted their time to the pleasures
and amusements of gay life, at a distance from
their estates, which they seldom visited, and. of
which they knew little, except, perhaps, the a-
mount of the rental. The cultivation of their
lands was, of course, left to the management' of
a class of men, generally without knowledge,
without ‘capital, and without enterprize, attached
to the customs and fashions of their fathers, and
as unwilling to adopt, as they were unable to
form, any rational plan of improvement.

It must be admitted, liowever, that this charge
of neglect does not apply universally. Upwards
of forty or fifty years ago, many gentlemen’ both
in England and Scotland, began to study agri-
culture as a science, and to regard practical hus-~
bandry as an honourable as well as a profitable
employment. By a course of experimentsand
observations, and at no inconsiderable’ expence,
they gradually introduced an improved system
of husbandry into their estates ; by which means,
they have at last brought them to a high state
of cultivation. In every county ordistrict where
this has taken place, the consequences are visible
and striking, The value of land has encreased a-
mazingly. Thetenantsareinathriving condition,
and many of them rising to affluence. It must
be acknowledged, likewise, to the credit of the

B 2
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farmers, that {nany of them have _A'dis;‘)rayed
much . skill and industry in the cultivation of
their farms; and have contributed, in no small de~
gree, to the improvement of practical husbandry.

The effects, however, of these laudable ex~
ertions ‘have been partial and limited.: They
have awakened the public attention ; they have
thrown much light upon this important subject;
and have done much good in particular coun-
ties and districts, But they. have never been
able to diffuse a spirit of industry and improve-
ment generally through the kingdom ; nor to
‘establish a system of agriculture upon -principles
capable of univerfal application.

When thefé circumstances are considered, we
cannot -wonder that the progress of agriculture
has been so slow, and that, in so few instances,
it hath reached to any degree of perfection. If
I am rightly informed, a comparatively small
part of the kingdom can boast of a complete
state of cultivation. A very large propertion,
though in a progressive state of improvement,
is still, by many degrees, short of perfection.
And vast tracts of land, capable of cultivation,
still remain .in a state of nature, or under a
course of management little superior to 'what
existed some centuries ago.

The period, however, is now arrived, when
the eyes of the nation seem to be opened ; and
a taste and spirit for agricultural improvement,
which, for some time, have been advancing with
slow laborious steps, are now beginning to ope-
rate with a vigour and to an extent hitherto
unknown.. By the persevering efforts of a patri-
etic.individual, a BOARD of AGRICULTURE has
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been established, for the purposes of collecting
information respecting the present state of hus-
bandry through the nation; of rousing and
spreading a spirit of industry among the people;
and of devising and employing the most. effec-
tual means of accelerating and bringing to per-
fection the cultivation of the soil in every part
of Great Britain.

From such an institution, patronized by our
Gracious Sovereign, sanctioned by the autho-
rity of Parhament, and under the management
of the first pames in the kingdom, we are war-
ranted to prognosticate the happlest effects.
Every friend to his country must anticipate,
with joy, a period not very remote, when the
nation at large shall present to the ravished eye
a prospect rich and beautiful beyond descrip-
tion—Elegant ' buildings—regular inclosures—
luxuriant crops of every kind of grain—innu-
.merable herds of cattle feeding at ease on the
richest pasture—snowy flocks ranging the ver-
.dant hills—Dbarren tracks, formerly bleak and
.dreary, now covered with thriving plantations
—whilst the chear{ul faces of a happy peasantry,
and the inceffant bustle of active industry, vary
and enliven the delightful'scene;  Posterity will
mark the present, as an important zra in the
history of their country, and will remember,
with pious gratitude, those venerable ancestors
who have transmitted to them, not only the
best system of government, but also the com-
pletest 'system of agriculture, and a territory
improved and enriched by their skilful and la-
borious exertions.
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Deeply impressed with these views, and feel-
ing a strong inclination to contribute, as far as
lies in my power, “to the success of so noble a
design, 1 was induced, in compliance with the
repeated solicitations of the late President of the
Bodrd of Agriculture, to undertake the task of
drawing-up the Agricultural Survey of the Coun-
ty of Fife. How-far I have done justice to the
subject must be left to others to determine.
Notwithstanding my best endeavours to render
the performance as correct as possible, 1 am
sensible that it labours under many defects, and
that it will' have occasion frequently to appeal
to the candour and: indulgence of the public.
Facts I have stated, partly from my own know-
ledge, butprineipally from the communications of
others, whose acquaintance with the state of'the
county was more intimate and extensive than
‘mine could possibly be. The observations in-
terspersed through the work, relative to differ-
‘ent points in husbandry, are partly the result of
experience, and partly hazarded as matters of o--
pinion, which may be adopted or rejected as
‘they shall appear to be well or ill founded.

any errors and mistakes will, I doubt not, oc-
cur to the intelligent reader ; but I flatter my-
self, that these will be found to be neither so ng-
merous, nor of such magnitude, as materially to
affect the conclusions aimed at, as the great and
ultimate object of the present agricultural inves-
tigations. '



{ 15 )

AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

Or THE

COUNTY OF FIFE.

CHAPTER L
Geographical State and Circumstances.

——— -
SECTION: 1.

SITUATION AND EXTENYT.

Tz county of Fife is situated on the south-
east corner of the middle pemnsula of Scotland,
and lies between 56 3'and §6° 25" of N. Lat. and
between 2° and 2° §6' of W. Long. from Green-
wich. It is bounded on the south by the Frith
of Forth; on the east by the German Ocean ;
and on the north by the River Tay. On the
west, it is deeply indented by the county of Kin-
ross, along the north and south borders of which
it stretches westward, till it meets with the shire
of Perth. In one point it touches Clackmanan-
shire. From the unevenness of its western
boundary, and from the deep impressions made
in many places by the surrounding waters, it as-
sumes rather an irregular form. By the exact-
est calculation that can be made, its medium
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length, from east to west, may be 30 miles ;
and its medium breadth, from north to south,
14 miles: and, therefore, the whole contents
will amount to 504 square miles, or 256,9'70
Scots acres, equal to 322,560 acres, English
measure,

Four-fifths of the county, nearly, may be con-
sidered as arable. The other fiith consists of
hill, moss, moor, roads, and woods, and is, there-
fore, either altogether inaccessible to the plough,
or incapable of improvement by tillage, with a-
ny prospect of advantage.

DuriNg the existence of the Pictish Govern-
ment, this County seems to have formed a part
of that large district.of country, bounded on the
north and south by the Tay and the Forth, and
extending from the foot of the Ochil hills, to
the Germar Ocean, which, on account of its
almost insular situation, was, in these ancient
times, called Ross. This word, in the Gothic or
Pictish language, signifies a peninsula.  Hence
Kinross, or Keanross, as it was formerly spelled,
signifies the head of the peninsula; Culross, the
back of the peninsula; and Muck ross, the old
name for Fife-ness, the point, or snout of the
peninsula. By this general name it continued
to be called, until, in later times, as Buchanan
informs uvs, * Reliquum agri ad Fortham usque,
ambitio, in varias prafecturas disseruit, Clack-
mananam, Culrossianam, et Kinrossianam.”
The Ia.st of these, about Fhe year 1426, was di-
vided into the two counties of Fife and Kinross :
and at the R;volutlon‘. Kinross being thought
tco small a county, as it then stood, was enlara-

ed by the addition of Orwell, Cleish, and Tillis
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bole ; which parishes, before that period, had
belonged to the county of Fife. But though
these are now two discinct counties, and are se-
parately represented in Parliament, they are both
comprehended in the sheriffdom of Fife.

SECT. II~——DIVISIONS.

A cOUNTRY may be divided, either by those
discriminating marks, which the hand of nature
hath fixed, or by those ecclesiastical and politi-
cal arrangements, which public authority may

“think proper to establish. The county of Fife
is divided into two parts by that tract of high
ground, which comprehends the Lomond hills
on the west, and from thence stretches eastward:
almost in a dlrect line, ull it approach within a
few miles of the sea. The two rivers of Eden
and Leven throw the county into three divi-
sions. The northern division, between the
Eden and the Tay; the middle division, be-
tween the Eden and the Leven ; and the south-
ern division, between the Leven and the Frith
of Forth.

In respect of ecclesiastical and political arrange-
ment, the county is divided into sixty one pa-
rishes, which are distributed into four presby-
teries, namely, the presbyteries of St Andrew’s,
Cupar,Kirkaldy, and Dunfermline, so called from
the names of the places where they are appoint-
ed to meet.  Of these four presbyteries, the pro-
vincial synod of Fife is composed, which ordi-
narily meets at Cupar and Kirkaldy alteimtclv,

and at St Andrew’s and Dunfermline occasion-
C
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ally. It is to be observed, however, that the
presbytery of Dunfermline, besides.the parishes
belonging to the county: of Fife, includes the
parishes of Kinross, Cleish and Orwell, which
are within the bounds of Kinross-shire, and
Culross in the county of Perth. And Port-
moak, though in the county of Kinross, is joined
to the presbytery of Kirkaldy.

The two counties of Fife and Kinross, as has
been already said, are subject to the jurisdiction
of one sheriff-depute, who has two substitutes,
one for Fife, and another for Kinross.

The county has also been divided into four
districts for regulating the police, and gransact-’
ing county business, with greater convenienge
and dispatch, called by the same name$, sRd
comprehending the fame parishes, with the four
presbyteries above mentioned. The proceed-
ings of the district meetings are reported to the
general meeting of the gentlemen, which is an-
nually held at Cupar, the head burgh of the
county. Within these several districts, Justice-
oi-Peace-courts are held, when necessary, whose
decisions are subject to the review of the Quar-
ter Sessions.  In different parts of the county,
courts have likewise been established for the re-
covery of small debts; the benefit of which is,
every day, more and more sensibly felt, in re-
spect both of the equity of their decisions, the
dispatch of business, and the smallness of the
expence and trouble to which parties are ex-
posed. -
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SECT. III.—~~CLIMATE.

Tue climate of Fife is, in general, much
milder and more temperate, than might have
been expected from its high northern latitude—
milder, indeed, and more friendly to vegetation,
than many parts of the island that are placed in
a more southern situation. :

The degrees of heat and cold are not always
in proportion to the latitude of the place ; but
are, frequently, and to a considerable degree,
influenced-by the elevation of the country, the
quality, ofthe soil, and its state of imprdvement ;
its relative situation, and the natural or artifi-
cial shelter which it enjoys. By these circum-
stances the climate of Fife, as well as of other
countries, is very evidently affected and diver-
sified.

In that part of the county which stretches
along the Frith of Forth, and which is not
(rreatly elevated above the level of the sea, well
cultivated and improved, and tolerably shelter-
ed by inclosures and the numerous plantations
around the seats of noblemen and gentlemen,
the climate is warm and temperate. Snow sel-
dom lies long; and in the case of continued
storms, the frost generally disappears a consi-
derable time before it leaves the higher and more
inland parts. In the middle and northern dis-
tricts, where the ground is high and moun-
tainous, the soil is cold, wet, and less improv-
ed ; or, where it is destitute of shelter, the as-
pect is bleak, and the air more cold and pene-

trating.
€2
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This county, from its peculiar situatif)n, ?{nd
from the almost uniform direction of its hills
and valleys from east to west, is much exposed
to the winds, which blow from the east, north-
cast, and south-east. These winds not onl.y
sweep along the high grounds, but force t_helr
way through the valleys Without. obstruction ;
so that the whole county, excepting some par-
ticular spots, accidentally favoured by mtpatlon,
lies exposed to their assaults. Armed with 'Ehe
cold of the great northern continent, over which
they pass, anid unsoftened by the small extent
of sea they have to cross, they are keener and
colder than the winds from any other quarter;
and often prove hurtful to vegetation, especially
when the springing grain is yet in the tender
blade. The winds from the south-west are usu-
ally the most weighty and violent; and some-
times do material injury to the farmer, by
shaking his ripe grain in harvest.

In the spring and beginning of summer, ve-
‘getation is frequently retarded by alternate frosts
and thaws, which greatly injure the pasture-
grass and hay crops. But our wheat fields, if
the plants keep the ground, are seldom the worse
for being retarded. Hoar frosts frequently hap-
pen as late as the middle of June, and some-
times later. If wheat be in the ear, and in blos-
som, when this takes place, it will infallibly be
more or less subjected to blight, or what is call-
ed mildew: which it generally escapes, if its
growth be checked in the spring.

From the dry bottom, and natural warmth of
the soil, the north division, and the south banks
of the river Eden, have harvest cight or ten
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days sooner than the generality of Fife. But,
which shews that this is not owing to climate,
the south division has pasture grass some weeks
earlier and later than the north.

The west and north-west end of the county,
in the neighbourhood of the Lomond and Ochil
hills, as well as the high ridge of the middle
division, being more subject to cold, rain, and
damp fogs, are still later, by eight or ten days,
in all respects, than the rest of the county.

The quantity of rain that has fallen, or the
ploportlon of dry and rainy weather, in a year,
or in any given number of years, in Fife, has
never, so far as I know, been calculated and as-
-certained. But, from the best observations I
have been able to make, the weather, in this re-
spect, is much the same as in the counties in the
immediate neighbourhood. The Lomond hills
on the west, and Largo-Law on. the east, may
“perhaps occasion more rain, at times, than would
otherwise happen. The passing clouds, attract-
ed and broken by their summits, often pour out
their contents on the adjacent valleys, in every
direction, as they are carried by the winds.
From every quarter we have fair and rainy wea-
ther: but the rains that are brought by the
south-west, the south-east, and the north-east
winds, are the heaviest, the most frequent, and
of the longest continuance. The rains fyom the
two last mentioned points are, for the most part,
very cold ; and from thence, too, we have the
greatest falls of snow in winter. The driest and
most steady weather comes from the west, north-
west, and east,
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With respect to the general state of the wea-
ther, through the different seasons of the year,
it is unnecessary to be particular. |

It is not from the severity of the seasons, from
the quantity of rain that falls, or the extremes of
heat and cold, that the husbandman has so much
to fear, as from the inconstancy and variableness
of the weather ; an evil from which no season
of the year is exempted, and which this county
feels in common with the whole island. Sel-
dom do two seasons, of the same tenor, follow
in succession. Even the same week, nay, often
the same day, exhibits sudden and unexpected
changes, which must unavoidably embarrass and’i
retard the operations of husbandry. The incon-
veniencies, however, arising from this unfavour-
able circumstance, are not so great as to give any
serious check to the efforts of industry, or to pre«
vent, in any material degree, the progress of
agricultural improvement. They may be great-
ly lessened, and, in some cases, altogether pre-
vented, by attention and activity. Extraordina-
ry labour and expence they will, no doubt, fre-
quently occasion: but judicious management,
an(iI persevering exertion, shall ultimately suc-
ceed.

SECT. IV\——SOIL AND CLIMATE.
| Tuis county exhibits a great variety of soil,
differing much both in kind and quality—clay
loam, gravel, sand, moss, and each of thege di:
versified according to the proportions in which
they are intermixed and combined. This ac-
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count, however, is only géneral, ‘and, though
just, has nothing in it peculiar and distinguish-
ing ; as it may apply to almost any county as
well as Fife, and, perhaps, to almost any parish in
Fife as properly as to the whole. A more par-
ticular description will therefore be necessary.

When the county is carefully surveyed, and
examined with a view to ascertain this point,
we find it dividing itself into four tracts or dis-
tricts of ground, clearly marked, and distinguish-
ed from each other, by a general difference of
soil, and by other circumstances affecting its fer-
tility.

Along the Frith of Forth, from the eastern to
the western boundarv, the land rises gently, and
has no great elevation above the sea. Here the
soil is, for the most part, of an excellent quali-
ty ; deep rich loam, good clay, and gravel mix-
ed with loamy earth. In many places the soil
lies on rotten rock ; and, when this is the case,
it seldom fails to be dry and remarkably fertile.
About Largolaw, Kinghorn, Burntisland, and
some other places, -where the ground is broken
and uneven, swelling abruptly into eminences
or little hills, the soil is deep and rich, not only
in the interjacent valleys, but as far up the hills
and rising grounds as they are accessible to the
plough.

The breadth of this division, from south to
north, is very different, in different places.
From the parish of Leven, as it stretches east-
ward, it gradually expands, till it reaches the
breadth of three miles, and exhibits a beautiful
tract of rich flat land, unequalled, in point of
extent, by any in the county. From the mouth
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of the Leven to the western boundary of Kir-
kaldy, this tract of good land is Very narrow ;
tlie poor soil approaching With.in a mile, and, in
some places, within half a mile, of the shore.
Beyond that, towards the west, it 'grows broad-
er; and, in the parishes of Inverkeithing, Dun-
fermline, and Torryburn, the breadth s, in ma-
ny places, almost equal to the tract in the eas-
tern extremity just now mentioned. Here the
ground is more elevated above the level of the.
s¢a than the other, and the surface more une-
ven ; but the soil is equally rich and productive.
The whole of this division produces luxuriant
erops of all kinds, wheat, barley, beans, oats,
grass, turnip, potatoes, and all these of excellent
quality. In favourable seasons, when the ground
has beerr well prepared, the crops are exuberant
almost to excess. And, when well inclosed, and
laid out for pasture, the land here brings-a high-
er rent than in any part of Great Britain, where
nasture alone is the object.

Between the ideal waving line, which bouands
the district just now mentioned, on the north,
.1id the bottom of the high ground south of the
“den, and frem St Andrews on the east to the
extremity of the county on the west, the quality
i the soil is, in general, greatly inferior. A ve-
-y large proportion is cold poor clay, and very
wet ; and the strata under it, for the most part,
treestone,.and closs till. Though numbers of
large and small whin-stones are found, almost
every where, on the surface, or mixed with the
soil, very little whin-rock strata are found under
:t.  In this district there are extensive tracts of
7=03sy, moorish, rocky, and bdrren ground, ei-
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ther altogether incapable of tillage, or incapable
of being brought under the plough with any ad-
vantage. The most remarkable tract of this
kind extends from the western limits of the
county, along the north side of the parishes of
Saline, Dunfermline and Beith, and from thence
by Lochgelly, and along the north side of the
parishes of Dysart and Wemyss, till it approach-
es nearly to the mouth of the Leven. In short,
the high exposure of this large division, its al«
most total want of shelter, the heathy and bar-
ren moors it contains, and the scanty crops i
produces, render its general aspect bleak and for-
blddmg ; and indicate the propriety of applying
it chiefly to the purpose of breeding and rearing
cattle, for which it is much better calculated

than for raising crops of corn.

But though the quality of the foil be, in ge-
neral, inferior, and in many places extremely
bad, there are many spots of land in this divi-
sion, and these of considerable extent, where the
soil is excellent, and abundantly productive,
Amongst these may be mentioned the lands on
the east, near the shore, some grounds along the
north of Largo-law, a considerable proportion
of the parish of Ceres, especially in the hollow
around the parish church, and towards the west ;
the lands about Kennoway, and on the south
side of the parish, towards Markinch ; the south
bank of the Leven, from the east as far as Leslie,
and the north bank, which lies mostly on a whin
rock bottom, as far as Auchmuir bridge; part
of Balmgry, Kinglassie and Auchtertool; and
many other farms and detached spots 1r1egu,larly

scattered over this district.
D
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Besides the places just now men.tiql}ef.l,' 'there
are many thousands of acres, in this division, of
a good soil ; but covered, at present, with bent
and rushes, and short heath, totally lost through
want of shelter, or rendéred useless by the super-
abundance of moisture. Were these lands dif-
posed into fields of a proper size, completely.
drained, and surrounded and warmed with en-
closures and stripes of planting, they might be
brought, under the hands of skilful and spirited
improvers, to yield good crops either of grain
or grass, and rendered four times, at least, as
valuable as they are at present.

Next to the district last mentioned, and north-
ward, we meet with another, which marks and
distinguishes itself by its situation and the dif-
ference of its soil. It extends from the mouth
of the Eden, along the course of ‘that river on
both sides, till it reaches the shire of Perth.
From Cupar westwards, it is a low and level
valley, expanding in some places to the breadth
of three or four miles; and, from its situation
between two ranges of hills, was anciently called
the How of Fife. Along the middle, and on
the south side of this wvale, the soil is generally
iight, dry, and sandy. On the west, and at the
bottom of the Lomond hills, it inclines to gravel.
On the other side of this valley, as it approaches
the hilly ground on the north, the soil becomes
gradually deeper and stronger, in some places
clay, and in others rich loam ; with the excep-~
tion of Eden’s moor, which is a thin mossy soil,
with a substratum, in some places, of sand, and
in others, of cold till, and covered with short
heath. From Cupar eastward, the grourid rises ;
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the surface is more unequal; and the valley
narrower ; but. widens as it declines and ap-
pmaches the sea. Here the soil is, in general,
superior to that of the western part of the strath.
In some places we meet with a thin, wet soil,
upon a cold tilly bottom : but the greatest pro-
portion consists of loam partly deep and moist,
and partly light and dry ; and in some places a
rich friable clay on a bottom of dead sand. Near
the mouth of the Eden, and on both sides of
the river, there is an extensive tract of rich
ground, gradually rising from the sea, and bound-
ed by the surrounding hills in the form of an
amphitheatre, the fertility of which, and the
quality of the grain it produces, are exceeded,
perhaps, by no other part of the county. :
From the bottom of the hills bounding the"
valley just now described, on the north, to the
river Tay, the land is, almost every where, found
to have a whin ro‘ck bottom : all the hills are
whin rock, and all the stones, in or upon the
surface, are of the same kind. These hills are
a continuation of the Ochil hills, and their ele-
vation above the sea is considerable.  But not-
withstanding this, the soil is in general excel-
lent ; and, except on the very tops of the hills,
where it is thin and exposed, scarcely inferior
to any in Fife. When viewed at a distance, this
district, from the number of barren rocks, and
the quantity of short ill-thriven furze which
cover the summits, and, in many places, the
sides of the hills, assumes rather a gloomy and
barren aspect, and affords no favourable ideas
of its fertility, But, upon a nearer inspection,
we are agreeably disappointed. The sloping

)
-
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ground, upon the south side of these hills, from
the western boundary to the extremity on the
east, is rich clay, loam, and grave}. On thg
north side, along the Tay, the soil is nearly of
the same quality ; only in some places the clay
is heavier and stronger, and in others, the
ground inclines to be wet, from a clayey or
tilly bottom. The lands around the old abbey
of Lindores, and some other flat ground on the
edge of the river, are rich carse lands, equal,
perhaps, to any in the kingdom.

In the middle of this district, the high ground
on the west side of the road that leads from
Auchtermuchty to Newburgl, contains no great
proportion of good arable land. But on the
east, we meet with a rich extensive valley,
commencing at the Loch of Lindores, in the
parish of Abdie, and winding along eastward,
in different directions, and with various lateral
openings, till it reaches the extremity of the
county. Here the soil is light loam; gravel;
in some places, clay; and in others swampy,
and overrun with rushes, from the want of
draining. The soil on the acclivities of the
hills, on either side, to the very summits, is
nearly the same, but in general deeper, richer,
and more productive. On the eastern part of
this: district, where the hills gradually decline,
and sink down to the level of the sea, there is
much excellent land, especially in the parish of
Leuchars, and seemingly under the best ma-
nagement. At the same time, we find here
large tracts of flat, benty, and light, sandy soil,
lying upon the shore; which,—from its natural
poverty ; its Inability to relieve itself from thg
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superabundant moisture it receives in winter, or
in rainy seasons; and the danger of having the
covering mould blown off the new sown grain,
by high winds, in dry springs,—is incapable of
much improvement, and must ever continue of
small value.

To what has been said respecting the soil of
this division of Fife, it may be proper to add,
that though the crops produced here may not
be so luxuriant as those on the south side of
the county, the quality of the grain, particular-
ly of the wheat and barley, is thought superior,
and brings a higher price at market.

Before I leave this part of the subject, it may
be proper to take notice of the ln#s, or sand-
banks which skirt the south and east coasts of
the county. These, though of great extent, are

of little value. The continental soil bemg bu-
ried under drifted sand, to the depth, often, of
several feet, they aﬂ'ord only a coarse and scan-
ty pasture. But though they have no natural
beauties to boast of, they are nevertheless high-
ly ornamental to the county, by the manufac-
turing towns and thriving villages with which
they are crowded. And though, by their na-
tural produce, they can add little to the gene-
ral stock, they encourage the culture of the
more feltlle soils, by the constant demands of
their numerous inhabitants.

The description, which we have given of the
soil, will serve to convey some idea of the sur=
face. It may be sufficient, therefore, to ob-
serve, that in surveying it at large, the eye is
not fatigued: with the pFospect of an unvaried
plain, where there is no variety of objects to
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arrest, and entertain it; nor disgusted by a
group of barren hills confusedly buddleq toge-
ther; but entertained by a pleasing variety of
mountains and valleys, hills and dales, gent.le.
swellings and depressions of the ground, .in
every direction and in every degree. 'The Lo-
mond hills, on the west, and Largo LaW? on
the east, are equally remarkable for their height,
their verdure, and their form ; whilst the Nor-
man Law, on the north, rises with gloomy ma-
jesty above his surrounding hills. A great
number of noblemen’s and gentlemen’s seats
appear in the midst of aged plantations, exten-
sive pleasure-grounds, and large enclosures, dis-
posed with taste and elegance; whilst the sce-
nery, in a variety of instances, is enriched with
deep romantic glens, where the trees and copse-
wood, bending, in thick confusion, from the
rocky precipice on either side, conceal from the
eye the stream that murmurs below. The
whole county, almost, is surrounded with
flourishing sea-port towns, whilst the inland
parts are beautified with numerous thriving vil-
lages, farm-housee, and cottages, marked and
distinguished each by its little clump of trees.
These are objects highly pleasing, because they
suggest the idea of population, industry, and
affluence.

In this survey, the eye would gladly pass
over those tracts of land, which are yet almost
in a state of nature, unsheltered from the stbrm,
covered with rocks or heath, and drenched or
drowned with water. But they are too exten-
sive to be overlooked. May the Genius of A-
griculture soon vigit these neglected lands, and
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turn the barren deserts into fruitful fields!
Froin these un51ght1y scenes we turn away, and
feel relief from the view of those numerous and
extensive fields of rich and cultivated ground,
which give beauty and opulence to the county,
and where industry and skill are evcertmg their
united powers, with success, in carrvmg for-
ward the improvement of the soil.

SECT. Ve—MINERALS AND FOSSILS.

FEw counties in Scotland can furnish such an
abundant supply of both coal and lime as the
county of Fife. From the Forth almost to the
Eden, these minerals are to be found in a great
variety of places, and of the best quality. As
the strata, however, particularly of the coal, vary
much, in‘their dippings and bearings, as they re-
cede from the shore, it may be proper, in the ac-
count to be given of them, to attend to this dis-
tinction.

On the south side of the county, along the
Frith of Forth, the strata are generally regular,
dip to the east and south-east, and trend into the
sea, on the one hand, and a short way towards
the north-east, on the other; the strata becing
uniformly cut off before they reach the higher
ground, and not extending above two or three
miles from the shore. In this district, on the
western boundary, we find the coal of Tory-
burn ; and at Limekills, about three miles fur-
ther east, the lime«works belonging to the Earl
of Elcrm, the greatest, and most extensive, per-
haps, in $cotland. ~ About: Inver Le‘thmg, the
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whin rock strata prevail, and there neither coal
nor lime are found near the shore. At Dalachy,
near Aberdour, there is a lime-stone of excellent
quality belonging to the Earl of Morton. .. I.n
the parish of Burntisland, there are inexhausti-
ble quarries of lime-stone, which is expo'r'ted to
Carron and ‘other places, in great quantities.—
But between this and the west end of Kirkaldy,
the whin rock again intervenes, and neither coal
nor lime appears, except in the east of King-
horn, where lime is found at Abden, within sea
mark, and at Innertiel, about half a mile west of
Kirkaldy. In the lime-rock last mentioned,
though elevated at least 5o feet above the sea
at high water, a prodigious quantity of sea-shells
are found incorporated with the solid mass.
From this circumstance it is presumeable, that
the calcareous matter forming the rock must
have been, at some remote period, in a fluid
state ; and that these similar strata must have
been formed by the agency of water, and not
by fire, as some theorists alledge ; for if fire had
been the agent, all these shells must have been
calcined, and their original form entirely de-
stroyed.

_ In the parishes of Abbotshall and Kirkaldy, a
few seams of coal are found within a mile of the
shore ;-but none of them are wrought at present.
In the parish of Dysart, there is a large and ex-
tensive bed of coal, the property of Sir James
Sinclair Erskine, stretching from the sea to the
water of Orr. The part of this coal, that is just:
now working, is eighteen feet thick, divided in-
to three scams by two thin strata of till. It was
discovered and wrought above 300 Years ago,
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and is remarkable for having been frequently on
fire. On the estate of General Wemyss, there
are two coallieries, the one at West Wemyss, and
the other at Methel, of considerable extent, and
of excellent quality. Farther east, we meet with
Durie coal, in the parish of Scoonie, belonging
to Mr Christie of Durie ; and Lunden coal, in
the parish of Largo, the property of Sir William
Erskine. The next coal found upon the coast
is at Pittenweem, the property of Sir Philip An-
struther. Some seams of coal have been disco-
vered at Kilrenuie, but not of such value as to
be wrought with advantage. In the parish of
Crail the substratum is whin-rock, and there nei-
ther coal nor lime is to be expected.

The next tract of coal metals upon the north
of that which has just now been mentioned, lies
generally at the distance of two, three, or four
miles from the sea, and in ground considerably
elevated. Here the coal, and all the other strata,
lie quite differently from those on the shore;
the dip being almost uniformly north or north-
east ; and the bearing from east to west, or from
south-east to north-west, with, perhaps, some
few exceptions. On this tract, and of this de-
scription, are the coal of Annfield, in the parish
of Toryburn; of Pitferrane, the property of Sir
Charles Halket; Pittencrieff, Batherwic, Cham-
berfield and Halbeath, in the parish of Dun-
termline ; of Fordel and Cuttlehill, in the parish
of Dalgety ; Lochgellie, Dundounet, and Clunie,
in Auchterderran ; of Bogie, in Abbotshall ; of
Leslie, Balbirnie, and Balgonie, in the parishes
of Leslie and Markinch 5 the last of which only
resembles the metals on the sea~coast, in respect

)
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of its regularity and bearing. Upon the satne
course is the coal at Gilston, part of Lundm
estate ; Fallfield and Largo-ward, belonging to
Mr Durham of Largo; Lethallen, the property
of Major Lumsden ; and at Kingsmuir in the
parish of Denino, near the eastern extremity of
the county. From the one end of this tract to
the other, limestone quarries are also found of
greater or less extent. In the parishes of Auch-
terderran and Abbotshall, particularly, are the
lime-quarries of Chapel, Gleniston, and Foul-
ford, where a vast quantity of lime rock has
been, and still continues to be wrought.

To the northward of the tract last described,
we meet with the highest grounds in the coun-
ty, stretching from Saline to St Andrews. Here
the surface being exceedingly unequal, some-
times rising into high hills, and then sinking in-
to deep valleys, we find the different strata lying
in all imaginable directions ; and sometimes the
same strata dipping and cropping towards the
opposite points of the compass. In the Saline
hills, both coal and lime are found in various
places. There is a considerable coal-work at
Kelty in the parish of Beith, on the borders of
Kinross shire. And at East Blair, on the south.
side of Binarty hill, there is another coal, near
which is a lime-work belonging to Mr Syme
of Lochorr.  Between Binarty and the Lomond
hills, the strata are interrupted and cut off by
the deep valley through which the water of Le-
ven flows. But near the top of the Lomonds
the lime-stone again appears, of which 2 regula;
bed is found cropping out on the north side of
the west, and on the south side of the east Lo~
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mond. Near the bottom, on both the north and
south sides of the hill, there is an extensive bed
of coal, but t o thin to be wrought with advan-
tage. At Forthar, in the parish of Kettle, there
1s a very valuable and extensive lime-quarry,
where a considerable quantity of stone has been
burnt annually for many years past. The lime
is of excellent quality, and brings a higher price,
Ibelieve,than any other in the county. From this,
all along ta the eastern boundary, great quanti-
ties of coal and lime rock are to be found in dif-
ferent places, which it is unnecessary to enu-
merate. But, from the irregularities of the sur-
face, and the frequent breaks and interruptions
of the strata, only a few of these are either va-
luable or extensive.

From the south of Eden’s vale at the bottom
of the high ground, over which we have just
now passed, northward to the River Tay, nei-
ther coal nor lime are to be found ; nor does
there appear the least vestige of those metals that
usually accompany coal. The want of these
necessary articles is a great disadvantage to the
inhabitants of that district, as they must be sup-
plied at a great expence, cither by water, or by
a long land carriage.

Considerable quantities of iron-stone are to be
found in different parts of the ccunty. This mi-
neral is a constant attendant on coal : and, there-
fore, wherever there is coal, there iron-stone is
to be got. In general, however, the beds of
stone are so thin, or the quality so poor, or the
distance from a sea-port so great, that the ex-
pence of working it would far exceed the price
it would bring.

E2
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In several places, however, the beds of iron-
stone have been found of such a thickness, ex-
tent, and quality, as to render the working of
them a profitable object. Near Dysart, upon Sir
James Sinclair Erskine’s estate, there is a field of
excellent iron-stone, which has continued to be
wrought for a number years. Twenty-four men
are employed, who raise annually 2080 tons:
Tron-stone is also raised in the parish of Dun-
fermline. It lies upon Sir Charles Halket’s coal,
and is wrought by the tacksman of the coal.
There is, likewise, an extensive bed of this mi-
neral in the lands of Balgonie, belonging to the
Earl of Leven. The stone has been proved by
different hands, and is found to yield from 33
to 40 per cent. In consequence of a temporary
bargain, a few hands are, at present, employed
in working it for the Carron Company. To give
the proprietor the full benefit of this valuable sub-
ject, the erection of a blast-furnace upon the spot,
for making it into pig-iron, would be the most
effectual plan. 'There is plenty of coal at hand,
and lime at no great distance, for carrying on the
operation.

Freestone, another very valuable and useful
mineral, is to be found in abundance, and of the
best quality, in this county. In the whole nor-
thern district, indeed, little freestone is to be
seen. Butthrough the other districts, it is found
in almost every parish, nay, in almost every e-
state of any considerable extent. Its quality is
various ; but a great proportion of it is excellent,
being close, durable, and capable of a fine polish.
In the parish of Burntisland, ,particularly, there
is a fine freestone-quarry, from which, on ac.
count of its superior quality, and its vicinity te
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the sea, most of the new buildings along the
coast have been supplied with stones for the
hewn-work. In the parish of Strathmiglo there
is an extensive bed of freestone of a dark-red
colour, which not only answers well for build-
ing houses and enclosing ground, but, from the
manner in which the strata are formed and ly,
is peculiarly fitted for pavement, and, when de-
signed for that use, can be wrought with greater
ease and less expence. On the north side of the
Lomond hills, and also in the parish of Dun-
fermline, there are vast rocks of white freestone,
‘which, from its colour, its durability, and its sus-
ceptibility of a fine polish, is excellent for hearths,
and the jambs and lintels of chimneys, and for
the corners, and the doors and windows of
houses.
. Besides freestone, there is great plenty of
"whin-stone, especially in the n01them division.
This is a valuable miaterial, and capable of being
applied to many useful purposes, particularly to
the making of roads, inclosing and draining Jand,
and the building of houses. To this last men-
tioned purpose, a great deal of it is excellently
adapted. Itis of a fine colour, is capable of
being neatly dressed, takes firm band, and strong-
ly resists the weather. Houses constructed of
this kind of stone, when the architecture is un-
der the management of masons skilled and prac-
tised in this kind of work, besides strength and
durab1l1ty, have an clegant and pleasing appear-
ance.. reqr

Near,Bﬂrntisland;;upon the shore,-and also
in some other parts of the county, there are
quarries ©f hard stone, of a dark colour, to be
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found, with the peculiar property of resisting
the force of fire. It will endure for many years,
without being wasted or broken, thou.gh eXpos=
ed to the most inténse heat. On this account
it is used for the soles of ovens, and for the sides
of chimney grates.

In the Lomond hills, it is believed that there
are hoth lead and copper. The existence of the
former, at least, is eertain. A lead mine of rich
ore was discovered many years ago, which at
that time was given up, either through the want
of enterprize, or the want of money to follow
it cut. It was again opened, and a second trial
made, at considerable expence, by the present
proprietor.  But, either through the misma-
nagement of these employed to conduct the
work, or because appearances were not suffi-
ciently favourable to justify the risk, it has been
again relinquished.

Marle, though it cannot be said to abound, is
nevertheless to be met with in several parts of
this county. In the lands of Captain Cheap of
Rossie, there is an extensive and rich bed of
this valuable manure,— the most extensive, per-
haps, of any in Fife. There is marle also in the
estate of Lundin. "Some has béen discovered
and wrought in General Wemyss’s grounds ;
and in the estate of Balbirnie, there is a consi-
derable, though not extensive bed of shell marle,
which has never yet been used. In the bottom
and around the edge -of Kinghorn loch, also,
marle has been found. Insummer 1796, which
was a very dry seasom, a-considerable’ quantity
was taken out by the different proprietors around
the loch. On the farm of Balbedy, I have been,
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told, marle is so plenty, and so near the surface,
that the wheels of carts often turn it up as they
pass along ; and yet the farmer, either from in-
dolence, or through ignorance of its value, has
never thought of applying it as a manure to his
grounds.

Besides clay of excellent quality for maki ing
house bricks and tyles to any extent, a species
of clay has been found, proper for the purpose
of making fire-bricks. In Durie coal-works,
particular'y, it it procured in fuch quantity, as
to encourage a gentleman to set on foot a ma-
nufacture of fire-bricks, which is doing well;
and the bricks, upon trial, are found completely
to answer the purpose.

SECT. VI.~—WATER.

TuE streams in Fife are so inconsiderable,
that though they are sometimes called rivers,
none of them are properly entitled to be de-
signed by that name. The largest are usually
styled waters, and the smaller streams, brooks,
or burns—the water of Leven, for instance, and
Pitmilly burn. The following are the principal
waters :

1s¢, The Qrr, which issues from a loch or
lake of that name in the parish of Balingry.
About a mile below the loch, it is joined by a
stream from Lochfittie; and farther down, by
another from Lochgellie, and at last loses itself
in the water of Leven, about half a mile above
Cameron bridge. Upon this water there are
six_corn mills, two fulling mills, two lint mills,
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one flour mill, and one coal-engine. Lochorr
has been lately drained by the proprietor; by
which means he has added above a hundred
acres of land to his estate.  But while the pro-
prietor of the loch has been a gainer, rthe. pro-
prietors of the mills have been materially injur-
ed by the drainage. The loch was originally a
natural reservoir, in which the water was col-
lected, and from which a regular and sufficient
supply was furnished at all seasons, But now,
that the dam is removed, and the water allowed
to run off as it gathers, the mils, in a long
course of dry weather, are but scantily supplied,
and must occasionally stop.  Besides, the haughs
and low grounds, upon the banks of the water,
are liable to be overflowed and injured, in time
of floods or great falls of rain ; there being no-
thing now to prevent their running off as they
are collected.

‘This water, issuing from mossy ground, and
in its course being mixed with coal-water, has
never been used for the purpose of bleaching.
Trout, pike, perch, and eels are to be found in
it, but no salmon.

2d, Lochty, which rises out of Boglochty,
in the parish of Balingry, runs upon flat ground
through the parish of Kinglassie, and falls into
the Orr, about half a mile below the road that
leads from Kirkaldy to the New-Inn. This is
a small stream, except in rainy weather. Fish
the same as in the Orr.  Only one lint-mill upon
1t.

3d, The Lever, which issues from the cele-
brated Loch-Leven, in Kinross—shire, and from
which it takes its name. This water runs east-
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ward through a beautiful strath, by Leslie, Bal-
gonie, and Balfour, and empties itself into the
Frith of Forth at the town of Leven. In its
course it is joined by the water of Lothrie a
little below the village of Leslie; by the Orr,
as was said, half a mile above Cameron bridge;
and a little farther down, by a burn or brook,
which descénds from the Lomond-hills, and runs
through a valley in Markinch, a little towards
the north. From its rise to the sea, it hasa
course of eleven or twelve miles. It is a clear,
constant, and weighty stream, and, from the de-
clivity of its channel, is, in many places, rapid; of
quantity and force sufficient to drive machinery
of almost any magnitude. There are, upon this
water, seven bleachfields, two large cotton-mills,
three mills for spinning flax, twelve corn-mills,
three fulling-mills; seven lint-mills, two flour-
mills, four barley-mills, one mill for manufac-
turing lintséed oil, and three coal-engines. DBe-
sides the stations already occupied, there are
many others equally convenient for erections of
the same kind, and where a constant and plen-
tiful supply of water can be had at all seasons
of the year. This water abounds w1th excellent
salmon and trout, and some puces and eels.
Where it falls lnto the sea, there is a consider-
able salmon-fishery, the property of which be-
longs to Mr Christie of Durie.

4.1‘/J The water of Eden, which is formed by
the confluence of several small streams in the
parish of Strathmiglo, winds its way slowly
through a level valley, passes the town of Gu-
par, and loses itself in the German Oeean a
little below the Guard-bridge. This water is

F
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encreased by the accession of several small
streams that descend from the high grounds on
either side, and has a course of about eighteen
miles. Formerly, from its having little descent,
and from its frequent and sharp turnings, it
very often overflowed its banks, and did consi-
derable damage to the ground on either side,
by washing away the soil. But some of the
proprietors, through whose lands it runs, have
now partly remedied this evil, by straighting
and deepening its channel. Mr Johnston of
Lathrisk, in particular, so far as he was con-
cerned, spared no labour or expence in order
to render the work as complete and effectual as
possible ; and his operations have been equally
successful and advantageous to his estate. He
caused a spacious canal to be made for the wa-
ter, twelve feet wide at the bottom, and thirty
feet at the top, secured, on the sides, by em-
bankments and hedges, which include a space
of seventy feet in breadth ; so that, in time of
a flood, there is sufficient space for containing
the water, and preventing its overflowing and
damaging the adjacent grounds. Upon this
water there are some mills, and a bleachfield
near Cupar. *It abounds with excellent red and
white trout, pikes, and eels: and there is a sal-
mon-fishing at its mouth near the sea.

Besides the waters just now mentioned, there
are a great many smaller streams, upon which
mills for corn, flax, &c. have been erected
and springs of good water are so numerous,
that, upon a judicious inclosing of the grounds,
there would be few fields of any considerable
extent without a sufficient supply.
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Under this article, it may be proper to take
notice of the lochs or lakes with which the
county abounds, and which add greatly to its
beauty. To enumerate the whole would be
unnecessary ; but the following deserve particu-
lar notice.

The Loch of Lindores, in the parish of Abdie,
is a beautiful sheet of water, nearly a mile in
length, and. of unequal breadth. It abounds
with pike and perch, and is much frequented
by wild ducks and other kinds of water fowl.
Colonel Simson of Pitcorthie is the proprietor,
and pelitely allows the privilege of  fishing and
shooting upon it, to such of the neighbouring
gentlemen - as are fond of these amusements.
The situation of this loch, too, in relation to the
surrounding scenery, contributes much toits na-
tura] beauty. The small wood of Wood-mili,
just shewing its northern extremity on the S. W.
of the lake ; the manse, church, and church-yard
of Abdie standing solitary on the west ; and the
ruinous mansion-house of old Lindores, with the
trees surrounding it, on the north,, form a most
picturesque view, and have a fine effe.. Ki/-
conqubar loch lies on the boundary that divides
the parish of Kilconquhar from the parish of
Elie, is nearly of a circular form, and may be
about two miles in circumference. It is not re-
markable for its fish ; pike and eels being the
principal kinds found in it. But being situated
in the midst of a fertile country, between the
large plantations and enclosures around Ely
house, on the one hand, and Kilconquhar on
the other, it becomes an interesting object, giv-
ing richness and variety fto the prospect, and

¥
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heightening all the other beauties of the place.
Kinghorn loch lies on the north side qf the town
of Kinghorn, and, though not large, is a fine ob-
ject upon the edge of the road that leads from
Kirkaldy to the Queensferry. It forms a natu-
ral reservoir, from which the cotton and flax
machinery at Kinghorn is supplied with water.
In the parish of Auchterderran there are twa
lakes of considerable size, viz. Lochgellie and
Comilla loch, the former about 3 miles, and the
latter about 2 miles, in circumference. And
farther weft, in the parish of Beith, we meet
with Zochfittie, of an oblong figure, and of
equal extent with either of the two last men-
tioned. 'These three lochs being situated in the
most uncultivated, perhaps, and least sheltered
parts of the county, may be considered as natu-
ral beauties, which arrest the eye of the travel-
ler, and afford him a momentary amusement
under the vexations of wretched roads, and the
inhospitable appearance of the country through
which he is passing. To those already men-
tioned we shall only add the small loch at Oz-
Zerston, in the parish of Dalgety, about a mile
from the shore, which, from its situation, is uni-
versally. admired. On its banks stand three
gentlemens houses, two of which are still inha~
bited ; and it is so surrounded with rising ground
and trees, as to furnish a pleasing miniature
scene.

To what has been said upon this article I
shall only add, that besides the great abundance
of wholesome fresh water with which the coun-
1y is supplied from itself, it enjoys the benefit
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of an extensive sea-coast, a circumstance which
not only contributes to diversify and enliven its
general appearance, but must prove a source of
many substantial advantages, which a more in-
land district cannot enjoy.
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CHAPTER IL

State of Property.
— >

SECTION I.

ESTATES, AND THEIR MANAGEMENT.

P ROPERTY, in the county of Fife, is, perhaps,
more equally divided, and, in proportion to its
value and extent, distributed among a greater
number of proprietors, than in any other county
in Scotland. Here we find no overgrown e-
states, such as are frequently to be met with in
other parts of the kingdom, the proprietors of
which, exalted so far above the rest by their
princely fortunes, and perhaps by the splendors.
also of hereditary honours, think themselves
entitled to take the lead in all public business,
and, by the influence usually attendant on rank
and opulence, seldom fail to secure to them-
selves the full power -of directing all the politi-
cal affairs of their respective counties. In Fife
a large proportion of the estates run between
gqool. and 3000l per annum. From 3000 L
to 6000 l. there are only a few ; and only one,
I believe, amounts to §oool. From gool. down
to 30l. or 40l. per annum, there are a great
number of proprietors, who pay cess and other
public burdens, and consequently rank as heri-
tors ; and, although of inferior fortunes, are ge-
nerally men of most respectable characters,
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This extensive distribution of property is at-
tended with the happiest effects. The noblhty,
in point of fortune, are equalled, and in some
instance$ exceeded, by any of the commoners.
But influence, derived from superiority of rank,
unsupported by a corresponding superiority of
fortune, can never be very extensive or danger-
ous. Accordingly, in their interference in the
public and political business of the county, their

ood sense never allows them to overstep the
bounds of their order, and in no instance do
they discover any inclination to arrogate to
themselves powers, which are the common right
of the proprietors at large. On the other hand,
the gentry, feeling their own consequence, as
men of opulence and respectablhty, act, upon
all occasions, ‘with a becoming spirit of inde-
pendence. Hence it happens that the noble-
men and gentlemen in Fife live on the most
friendly and intimate terms ; and all county bu-
siness is conducted with the greatest harmony
and ease, alike undisturbed by the insolence of
family pride, or the mean jealousy of inferior
rank, the violence of party-spirit, or the dis-
raceful artifices of political intrigue.

The number of heritors hable in cess is up-
wards of 1200 : about 400 of these are entitled
to be commissioners of supply. Of the pro-
prietors, the following hold the first rank.

Noblemen:

The Marquis of Tweedale =~ The Earl'of Morton *
The Marquis of Titchfield  The Earl of Murray
The Earl of Craufurd The Earl of Kelly
The Countess of Rothes The Earl of Elgn
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The Farl of Leven and Mel-  The Ea.l of Iopetoun

yille Lord Dundas
The Earl of Balcarras Lord Minto.
Baronets.
.Sir John Henderson Sir Philip Anstruther
Sir James St Clair Erskine  Sir Robert Anstruther
Sit Charles Halket. Sir William Erskine.

Besides the nobleimen and baronets above.

mentioned, there is a great number of propiie-
tors, who, though of inferior rank, are of high
respectability, distinguished by the antiquity of
their families or the opulence of their fortunes,
and many of them by both.
- Transference of Property. The transference
of property, by sale, or otherwise, in this coun-
ty, during the present century, has not been re-
markably extensive. Some estates, indeed, have
entirely changed their owners ;.and parts of
estates have either been sold or gratuitously a-
lienated, by which others have been enlarged,
or new proprietors created. But the great body
of the proprietors hold the lands, either in whole
or in part, that have been in their families for a
century back; and not a few continue to enjoy
the estates that were in the possession of their
ancestors several hundreds of years ago.

Valuation of the County. As far back as the
reign of Alexander IIL, a general valuation of
the lands in Scotland was made, for the purpose
both of regulating the proportion of public sub-
sidies, and of ascertaining the amount of non-
entry and relief-duties payable to the superior,
In process of time, however, this valuation was
deemed too Jow a standard for the superior’s
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casualties ; and, therefore, in the reign of James
IIL., they were fixed by the then value of the
Jands. The former was called the old, and the
latter the new, extent. But though the relief
duties were henceforth regulated by the new ex-
tent, the public subsidies continued to be levied
by the old extent, till the time of Oliver Crom-
well, When, by beveral acts of Parliament, a tax
was laid upon the lands by new proportions.
These proportions were fixed by Parliament in
the year 1656 ; and the sums to which each
county was subjected, were subdivided among
the individual landholders, according to the va-
luations already settled, or that should be settled
by the commissioners appointed for that pur-
pose. 'The rent, fixed by these valuations, is
commonly called the valued rent, according to
which the land-tax, and most of the other pu-
blic burdens, have, ever since, been levied.

The whole valuation of the county of Fife,
by the old extent, amounted to 1347l 10s.
Scots. This appears from an inquest held at
Cupar, by order of the king, in the year 1517,
by Patrick Lord Lindsay of Byres, Sheriff, and
twenty-four jurors, who divided the county, and
afcertained the valuation of all- the estates ac<
cording to the old extent. Without taking no-
tice of the valuation of each estate or portion of
land separately, as detailed in the {cheme, I shall
only mention the sums that fell to the share of
each of the quarters into which the county was
divided :

G
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Scots.
The Quarter of Eden © - L. 360 fo -
The Constabulary of Crail - 217 10
The Quarter of Leven - 365 o
The Quarter of Inverkeithing - 162 o
The Quarter of Dunfermline - 60 1o

The Regality of the Church - 182 o
L. 1347 10

The valued rent, as it n?stands, amounts
in whole to 362,5841. 7s. §d. Scots, propor-
tioned among the different djstricts in the fol-
lowing manner :

x Scots.
Cupar - L. 93.520 6 7
St andrews - 124,832 4 11
Kirkcaldy - - 87,780 6 1
Dunfermline. - 56,451 9 10

L. 362,584 7 5

The valuation of Fife is higher than that of
any other county of Scotland. The valued rent
of the whole kingdom is stated at 3,872,6001
Scots, of which the valuation of this county is
nearly three thirty-two parts, and consequently
above three times the average of the other coun-
ties.

The proportion between the real and valued
rent cannot be easily or accurately ascertained.
Proprietors are unwilling to make the rentals of
their estates public. Besides, many of them
have considerable portions of their lands in their
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own possession, either as farms or as pleasure-
grounds ‘Most of the small heritors farm their
own estates ; and in the hands of the old feuars
thereisa conslderable quantity of land, of wh-ch
the yearly feu-duty, drawn by the superiors, is
a mere trifle.  But, supposing the whole lands
in the county, fit for tillage and pasture, which
amounts to about 230,000 acres, were to be let
just now in lease, the gross yearly rent might
be computed at 212,000l  According to this
calculation, the annual average rent per acre 18
18s. 6d., and the real rent is to the valued rent
in the proportion of 61 of the former to 10l
5 s. Scots of the latter. This calculation, how-
ever, is certainly too high for the lands, at pre-
sent actually under lease, the average of which
may not exceed 175. 6 ds

Land-Tax.—The whole land-tax payable from
this county amounts to 32751 19s. Sterling;
and the cess paid by the royal burghs is

Entails.~~Tailzie, or entail, though sometimes
used to denote simple destination, is chiefly used
to signify the settlement of a land estate upon a
long series of heirs substituted, in succession, to
one another, containing prohibitory and irritant
clauses, which preclude any of the heirs from
alienating the estate by debt or deed, in preju-
dice of the substitutes specified and fixed by the
deed of entail. 'What proportion of the land in
Fife is under this kind of destination, it is im-
possible, from any information I have been able
to procure, exactly to state. It is well known,
however, that a great many estates, and some of
these of the first magnitude, are strictly tailzied.

G 2
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How far this mode of settling the succession
of ‘heritage is wise and proper, may- deserve con~
sideration. 'To assume the power of determin-
ing just now, who shall possess the estate §00
years hence, when the present proprietor ,shall
haive as little interest in it, as he had .5oo years.
ago, has at least the appearance of absurdity.
Perhaps ambition to perpetuate the existence of
a family called by his name, at least for many,
generations to come,. is the motive. But is va-
nity a principle of conduct which a virtuous and
dignified mind would wish to adopt or to avow ?
Or, is it his object, in securing to his posterity
the unalienable possession of his lands, that they
may be enabled to support, with greater. dignity
and splendor, the titled rank to which he has
raised them ? But is it.certain that the possession.
of the estate will prevent them from disgracing
the nobility fairly and perhaps hardly won by
the illustrious deeds of a worthy ancestor ?

It merits consideration, also, whether entails
may not be unfriendly and injurious to the pro-
sperity of a great commercial. and manufaetur-
ing nation. The free circulation of land pro-
perty is a powerful spur to enterprise and exer-
tion ; as by that mean, the merchant or manu-
facturer has it in his power to retire, when he
thinks proper, from a hazardous employment,
and to convert the profits of his successful in-
dustry into a more stable and permanent inhe-
ritance.  But were all the estates in the king-
dom guaranteed by entails to the present pro-
prietors and their posterity for ever, this would
be rendered impossible.
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"Besides its being an unnatural restraint upon
property, it not unfrequentn y puts it in the
power of profligacy and dissipation, to ensnare
the honest tradesmen, who may not be apprised
of the terms upon which his employer holds
his estate.

Entails have often the unhappy effect like-
wme of restralmng, within too narrow limits,
the opevatlons of natural affection, and natural
justice, by putting it out of the parent’s power
to make a suitable provision for the younger
branches of the family.

Nay, in many instances; they prove a great
bar to the progress of agricultural improvement.
If the proprietor has a large family, when ‘he
finds that he can neither burthen his estate, nor
alienate any part of it, instead of devoting a li-
beral portion of his income to the amelioration
of his lands,- the advantages of which must be
ultimately reaped by the heirs of entail, he will
be led to save every shilling in his power for
the education and settlement of his younger
children.  Or, if he has no heirs of his own
body, and his estate, agreeably to the nature of
the entail, must pass into the hands of a distant
relation, or of one with whom he has little con-
nexion, and for whem he has as little friendship,
he will be equally indisposed to project and exe-
cute schemes of expensive improvement.

Residence of Proprietors.—A few of the pro-
prietors, whose family seats, and the principal
part of their property, lie in other countes, are
non-resident, and seldom visit Fife. There are
some, likewise, engaged in particular employ-
ments, with the prosecution of which a constant
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residence upon their own estates, is incompati-
ble. And there are some, who have been *~le.d~
by matrimonial connections to take up their
abodes in other parts of the world. But a great
majority of the proprietors are constantly or
occasionally resident; a circumstance highly
favourable to their own private interest, as well
as to the ‘general prosperity of the county to
which they belong.

Management of Estates.—It has been already
observed, that the small heritors, who are very
numerous, usually farm tieir own lands, and
many of them have been equally spirited and
successful in their improvements. But the great
landholders let their grounds to husbandmen,
who farm them under lease. Several of the
gentlemen, however, of this description, having
acquired a taste for agriculture and rural em-
ployments, have been in use, for some years
past, to retain a portion of -their land, in their
own possession, and, in some instances, to a con-
siderable extent, to be cultivated and improved
under their own direction: This plan has pro-
duced very happy effects. Their judicious and
successful exertions have not only contributed
to their own amusement and advantage, but
have been the means of awakening a spirit of
industry, and improving the knowledge of hus-
bandry, through the county at large.

Most of the principal landholders, and even
some of smaller fortune, whese employments in
life oblige them to be absent, commit the ma-
nagement of their estates to factors, whose pro-
vince it is to let the lands, to receive the rents,
and, in general, to transact all business with the
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tenants in the name and behalf of the proprie-
tor. 'This is a charge of very great importance.
The improvement and prosperity of the estate ;
the advantages resulting from it to both land-
Jord and tenant; and that mutual attachment
and good understanding which are so necessary
to the comfort of both, depend, in a consider~
able degree, on the character and abilities of the
person appointed to this oflice. A factor ought
to be a man of temper, prudence, and address,
that he may be able to manage the various cha-
racters with which he must be connected, and
to command their respect and confidence. He
ought to have a competent knowledge of the
laws of his country, particularly of those which
have a more immediate connection with the bu-
siness in which he is engaged, and to be well
acquamted with the legal forms, by which his
transactions between landlord and tenant ought
to be regulated. This qualification will enable
him to avoid any irregularities or mistakes in
business, that may lead to vexatious and trouble-
some litigations. It will also give him weight
and influence among the tenants, in settling
their little disputes, and preventing them from
entering into unnecessary law-suits. A factor
ought likewise to be well acquainted with rural
affairs,—with the nature of soil, the value of
land, and the method of management. In short,
he ought, if possible, to be a practical farmer.
And it would be no small advantage, were he to
have his residence and his farm upon the estate
which he is empioyed to manage. Thus qua-
lified, and thus situated, he would be able, on
the one hand, to form, upon every occasion,
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right judgment of his master’s interest, and to
guard him against any unfair advantages that
might be attempted ; and, on the other, to dxg-
cern clearly what ought, and what ought- not,
to be granted to tenants, both in the original
paction, and in the progress of its fulfilment.
And he would be able also to give sound advice
to the tenants, with respect to the method of
managing their farms, and to ensure a prompt
compliance, by exhibiting, on his own farm,
the successful result of the practice he recoms
mends. I need scarcely add, that strict and in-
flexible integrity is peculiarly requisite in one.
entrusted with a business of this kind. With a
view to secure extraordinary favour from his
employer, such a man will not allow himself to
harrass and distress the tenants, by iniquitous
and'oppressive exactions ; nor will he be tempt-
ed, by the offer of bribes or favours, to grant
the tenants advantages and indulgences incon-
sistent with justice, and injurious to the. land-
lord or his estate. .A factor of this.character,
and of this character all factors ought to be,
will inspire the tenants with activity and confi-
dence, strengthen their attachment to their mas-.
ter, secure a cheerful and punctual payment of
rent, and thus promote the best interests of both
parties.

SECT. IL.—~TENURES.
THE lands in Fife generally hold blench .and

feu of the Crown. Blench-holding is that kind
of tenure, by which the vassal is bound to pay
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to the superior an annual elusory duty, such as
a penny Scots, merely as an acknowledgment
of the superiority. Feu-holding, again, is that
by which the vassal is obliged to pay to the su-
perior an yearly rent in money or grain, in the
name of feu-duty. Several of the proprictors,
who hold their lands by this tenure, pay a very
considerable sum annually to the Crown. An-
ciently, a. large proportion of the property of
this county held of the clergy, but which now,
since the abolition of Episcopal government,
holds of the Crown, as coming in place.of the
bishops. The feu-duties for such lands were
paid, partly in money, and partly in grain.
They still retain the name of Bxshops rents :

but the proportion, formerly paid in grain, is
now paid in money by the fiars of the county.
The chief revenue of this kind in Fife arises from
the archbishopric of St Andrew’s. A few tene-
ments hold of the Prince, and some of the lands
pay a revenue to the Castle of Edinburgh.

‘The number of frecholders in Fife, qualified
to vote for the member of Parliameat, presently
standing upon the roll, as made up at the last
Michaelmas head-court, amounts to 173.

Besides those who hold immediately-of the
Crown, there is a great number of heritors, and
many. of these of considerable property, who
hold their lands of a subject-superior, and of
course have no voice in the election of the mem-
ber of Parliament. There is also another class
of proprietors, who pass under the general de-
signation of feuars, holding of individual pro-
prietors, and subject generally to a small duty,
or quit rent. Exempted from the payment of

H !
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cess, and all public burdens, except such as they
are subjected toin common with the inhabitants
at large, they cannot rank as heritors, and are
excluded from all concern in the management
of county business. This class is very nume-
rous, and their number has of late greatly en-
creased. Within the last ten or twelve years, a
considerable quantity of land has been feued to-
manufacturers, tradesmen, and others, especially’
in the neighbourhood of villages, in some cases,
simply for houses and gardens, and in others, for
the convenience of keeping a cow. In the set-
tlement of these feus, no original price or gras-
sum is, in ‘general, required, but a perpetual
yearly rent or feu-duty 1s fixed, the amount of
which is mostly from 31 to 61._per acre, more
or less in proportion to the quality of the land,
or the convenience of its situation.
Burgage-holding is another tenure known in
this county, and is that by which royal burghs
hold of the Sovereign the lands which are con-
tained in their charters of erection. There are
thirteen royal burghs in Fife which have a right
to parliamentary representation, besides some
others, which do not enjoy that privilege.—
Though I have not had access to any of their
charters, yet, from the Statistical Account of
Kirkaldy, it appears that the burgh of Kirkaldy-
had anciently considerable property annexed to
it, to be held of the Cr>wn: and it is presume-
able that the charters of the other royal burghs
would contain similar privileges. It is believed
that the greater part of these burgh lands have
been alienated and feued out to private indivi-
duals 3 but still the burgh, considered in its cor
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porate capacity, must be held as the Crown vas-
sal, and the present feuars only as sub-vassals
holding of the burgh.

In Fife there are two complete districts of
burghs, each of which sends a member to Par-
liament, viz. one comprehending the burghs of
Dysart, Kirkaldy, Kinghorn, and Burntisland §
and the other Pittenweem, Easter and Wester
Anstruthers, Crail, and Kilrenny. The burghs
of Cupar and St Andrews are united to Perth,
~ Dundee, and Forfar; and Dunfermline and In-
vsrkeithing, to Stirling, Queensferry, and Cul-
ross. Fife, therefore, has, in effect, four repre-
sentatives in Parliament, and consequently, near-
ly the eleventh past of the whole representation
of Scotland. This however is no more than its
,just share, beingvhearly in proportion-to its va-
luation, and the amount- of cess and land tax
wrhich it is bound to pay.
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CHAPTER IIL

Buildings. . o

—ea LRV e

SECTION 1.

HOUSES OF PROPRIETORS:

Frw counties in Scotland can boast of so great
a number of noblemen’s and gentlemen’s houses
as the County of Fife ; many of which are un-
commonly elegant, and by the rich and exten-
sive plantations, and pleasure grounds, with
which they are surrounded, add greatly to the
beauty of -the country. To enumerate all the
houses belonging to proprietors would be unne-
cessary ; I shall therefore mention such only as
appear to be most worthy of notice.

e ————————— ]

Houses of the Nobility.

* Grauford Lodge The Earl of Crauford
Leslie House The Countess of Rothes
Aberdour The Earl of Morton
Dinnibirsel The Earl of Moray

Kelly House }

* Cambo House § The Earl of Kelly
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* Broorp Hall The Earl of Elgin
Melvxll_ House The Farl of Leven and Melvill
Balgonie Castle _
Belcomie The Marchioness of Titchfield

Houses belonging to Baronets.

Fordel Sir John Henderson
Dysart Sir James St Clare Erskine
Pitferrane Sir Charles Halket
Elie House Sir Philip Anstruther
Balcaskie Sir Robert Anstruther

* Tory } Sir William Erskine

* Lundin House

—

Houses belonging to other Proprietors.

\ Balcarras The Honourable Captain Lindsay
* Raith Mr Fergusson
* Balmuto Lord Balmuto
Cockernie Mr Moubray
Pitliver Mr Wellwood
* Dinnikeer Mr Oswald
Wemyss Castlé General Wemyss
Durie Mr Christie
* Largo Mr Durham
* Coats Mr Lindsay
* Strathairlie Mr Briggs
* Balchristie Mr Christie
Newton Colonel Thomson
* Lethallen Major Lumsden
Kilconquhar Mr Bethune
Innergelly Mr Lumsden
Kilrenny Captain Gilbert Bethune
Pitmilly Col. Monypenny

Cuttlehill Mr Wemyss
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Lochorr
Balingry
Balbedie
Tuchdernie
Balbirnie
Baifour
Pittillock
Kirkforthar
Barnslee
Cariston
Auchtermairnie

. Kingsdale

Stratherny
Wemyss Hall
Strathtyram
Blebo
Smithy-green
Bendirran
Upper Rankeilor

Nether Rankeilor .

Ramorny
Tarvet
Saintford
Clato
Annfield
Lathrisk
Cunnochie
Fernie
Wellfield
Myres
Rossie
Pitlour
Nuthill
Mugdrum
Pitcairlie
Lithrie
Birkhill
Mountwhannie
Balgarvie
Naughton
Taytield
Hilltown
Lochmalonie

AGRICULTURAL SURVEY OF
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Mr Syme

Mr Bonnar

Mr Malcolm
Col. Ayton

Mr Balfour
Ca»t. Gilbert Bethune
Ca;t. Law
Cart. Seton
Col. Faston

Mr Wemyss
Mr Lunden

Mr Stark

Col. Douglas
Mt‘ WEmyss
Mr Cheap

Mr Bethune

Mr Campbell
Mr Dalzell
Col. Hope
Major Maitland
Mr Maitland
Capt. Rigg

Mr Stewart

Mr Low

Mr Low

Mr Johnston
Major Paterson
Mr Balfour
Capt. Cheap
Mr & Mrs Moncrieff
Capt. Cheap
Mr Skene

Mr Sandilands
Mr Hay

Mr Cathcart
Col. Baillie

Mr Wedderburn
Mr Gillespie
Heirs of the late Mr Robertson
Major Morrison
Mr Berry

Miss Bell
Major Scott
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Ardit Mr Anstruther
Kincraig Mr Gourley
Carslogie Col. Clephane
Farlshall Mr Henderson
Kemback Mr M<Gill

* Chapel -, Mr Arnot
Kevil Mr Robison
Pittencrief Capt. Phin
Logie Mr Hunt

There cannot, perhaps, be a surer criterion
by which to judge of the affluence and prospe-
rity of a country, than the state of its buildings.
When we find the houses few, of a mean ap-
pearance, and ruinous or in bad repair, and at
the same time see few or no buildings going
forward,—we immediately and justly conclude
that there is neither spirit, nor taste, nor weaith
in it, and that improvements of every other
kind must be declining, or at a stand. But
when the buildings are numerous, many of
them superb and elesrant and all of them neat,
and in good order ; and when we observe bmld-.
ing going on without interruption, and new
houses starting up in different places every
¥ear,~—we naturally infer general wealth, grow-
ing prosperity, and a corresponding progress in
every other kind of improvement. If this be a
fair rule of judging, then the state of the build-
ings in Tife, at present, and for some years
past, must suggest very flattering 1deas of its ad-
vancing prosperity.

Amongst the proprictors houses above enu-
merated, all those marked with an asterism
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have either been wholly built, or have received
very large additions, or have undergone very
extensive repairs, within the last twenty-four
years. If to these we add several large and ele-
gant houses that have been built of late by some
opulent manufacturers in Kirkaldy, Dysart, and
and other places, the expence of building them
will, upon a moderate calculation, amount to
100,000 l., within the above-mentioned period.
And if such a large sum of money has been ex-
pended in building and repairing only fifty or
sixty houses, what an immense sum may we
suppose has been laid out, during that time, in
building small proprietors houses, farm-houses
anda offices, large houses for public works in the
manufacturing line, feus, cottages, and many
other houses in the towns and villages ? Should
we hazard a calculation, it cannot be less, it
probably be more, than 18,3001, annually,
which is only 3col. to each parish, and yet
this amounts to 439,200l ; so that the whole
money expended in building in this county,
during the last twenty-four years, cannot be
under §39,200l. It consists with my own
knowledge, that, in one country parish, the
money spent in building new houses, during
the last fourteen years, without taking thg
houses of any of the great proprietors into the ac-
count, has amounted to upwards of 10,0001
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SECT. 1I.=—-~RUINOUS BUILDINCS.

Tuis county presents to the eye a great num-
ber of ancient edifices, fallen, or falling into
decay. Some of these ruins are truly magni-
ficent, and are striking monuments of the tasté
and opulence of our ancestors in ancient times.

In St Andrew’s, a town of great antiquity,
th= remains of several superb structures are still
to be scen. St Regulus’s Chapel and Tower,
said to have been built in the fourth century,
continue remarkably entire. 'The two side ailes
of the chapel are, indeed, demolished; but the
body of the building remains. The tower is a
square of 20 feet, and 108 feet high, of asler
work, and still in high preservation. The
arches of the doors and windows are semicircu-
lar. The priory also is an extensive ruin. The
surrounding wall is pretty entire, and part of
the houses belonging to the prior and sub-priors
still remain.

Adjoining to the priory are the ruins of the
Cathedral. This magnificent fabric was begun
by Bishop Arnold in the year 1161, and was fi-
nished by Bishop Lamberton, anno 1318, 157
years from the time when it.was begun. It was
built in the figure of a cross, the length from
east to west measuring 370 feet, and the tran-
sept 322 feet. Of this extensive and elegant
building nothing now remains, but fragments of
the east and west ends ; a part of the west wall
of the south teansept, and a part of the south

waoll to the west of the transept. The rest
I
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was demolished by thé Reformers, in the days
of Mr John Knox. It is matter of regret, that
zeal, employed in so noble a cause as the over-
throw of papal superstition and tyranny, should
have unfortunately, in its course, destroyed such
a valuable monument of the taste and skill, as
well as the opulence, of out country in former
times. The original grandeur of the fabric,
however, the style of architecture, and the ex-
cellence of the workmanship, may still be traced
in the parts that remain.

On the north side of the town, and on a per-
pendicular rock, stand the ruins of a castle called
Cardinal Bethune's, in which he resided, and in
which he was slain. It has been a spacious and.
strong building ; but was almost wholly demo-
lished, in consequence of an act of council, after
the Cardinal’s death. Here is still shewn the
window from which he beheld, with barbarous
pleasure, the execution of Wishart, and from
which also his own body was afterwards expos-
ed, when he was put to death by Norman Leslie,
in-the year 1545.

Near the west end of the south street, and on
the south side; is a convent of Grey Friars.
The ruins of the chapel are still to be seen, and.
are esteemed a great curiosity. And at the
west end of the north street was a convent of
the Black Friars, of which nothing now remains
but a part of the garden wall.

In Dunfermline, too, we meet with the vesti-
ges and ruins of many ancient buildings of great
extent and magnificence. Here are still to be
scen the ruins of the Abbey founded by Malcolm:
Canmore, and finished by his son Alexander [

LY
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for the Order of the Benedictine Monks; a build-
ing s0 spa acious, that, we are told, three sovereign
princes, with all their retinue, mlght have lodgjed
conveniently within its precincts. It was at first
govemed by a prior, but was, afterwards, chang-
ed into a monastery by David I. This abbcy
wvas almost wholly burnt down by the English,
in the reign of Edward I. And the principal
parts of the church, with some remaining cells
belonging to the monks, were demolished, it 1s
supposed, at the Reformation. The present
ruins of the abbey are inconsiderable ; but there
still remains a window, which belonged to the
Frater hall; and which strikes by it extraordinary
size, and the beauty of its workmanship. And
the present church of Dunfermline, the remains
of the old abbey church, may serve to give some
idea of the ancient grandeur of that venerable
fabric.

Here, too, is to be seen the fragments of a
Tower or Castle, built by Malcolm IIL, and in
which he resided ; and also the south-west wall
of a magnificent Palace, probably the abode also
of royalty, though the period of its erection is
unknown.

In the parish of Newburgh, and in the mid-
dle of an extensive field of rich land, gently ris-
ing from the edge of the river Tay, stand the
venerable ruins of the 4bbey of Lindores. This
monastery was founded in the 12th century, and
dedicated to St Mary and St Andrew. The
monks were aof the Order of St Benedict. They
had many churches, and drew large revenues
from several different counties. The extent of
ground occupied by the buildings of the abbey

2
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cannot now be known, as many of them hZ}VC

been completely razed, and the ground on which »
they stood converted into arable land. From -
the remains of the church, which are still extant,

no distinct idea of the size or elegance of the fa-

bric can be formed. Parts of the garden walls

are still standing, and a number of the fruit-trecs

still continue to bear. These trées, from the ap-

pearances of decay, which they exhibit, must

have been long since planted; but whether in

the days of the monks, or by the residing pro-

prietor, after the abbey was erected into a tem-

poral Lordship, it is impossible with certainty to

$aY. '

In addition to the ccclesiastical buildings al-
ready mentioned, we might take notice of the
abbey of Jncheolm, the priory of Pittenweem, the
abbey of Balmerino, and several other religious
houses, the ruins of which are still to be seen.
But referring the curious, for a description of
these, to Grose’s Antiquities, and Sibbald’s His~
tory of Fife, I shall now mention the ruins of
some of the most remarkable secular buildings
in this county.

The Palace of Falkland deserves to be taken
notice of in the first place. It was originally one
of the seats of the M*‘Dufls, Earls of Fife, and was
then called the castle of Falkland. In the reig/n
of James L it was forfeited to the Crown. Af-
terwards it was greatly enlarged and ornament-
ed by James V.3 and from the pleasantness of
its situation, and the conveniency of the adja-
cent country for hunting, it was made a royal
residence. 'The south front is yet remarkabl
cntire, and. partly inhabited. The cast-wing
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was accidentally burnt down in the time of
Charles II., of which a great part of the naked
and mouldering walls still remain.  Of the rest,
few vestiges are now to be scen.

Bethune's Tower, near Melville house, has
evidently been a part of a much more extensive
building, the remains of which can, at this day,
be easily traced. The age of this old fabric can-
not be ascertained. But Cardinal Bethune re-
paired it, and occasionally resided in it. The
arms of the Bethunes, and several heads of the
Cardinal in his cap, are still distinctly seen on
the wall. The Earl of Leven, whose property
it now 1is, is careful to preserve and keep in re-
pair this venerable relic of antiquity.

The Custle of Rosythe, in the parish of Inver-
keithing, is built upon a rock, which is sur-
rounded by the sea at full tide. It consists of a
a large square tower, with some low ruinous
buildings adjoining, and has the appearance of
being a part of a much larger fabric:  On diifc~
rent parts of the walls, several pieces of sculpture
still remain, and some inscriptions continue dis-
tinctly legible. This castle was an\men iy the
seat of the Stewarts of Rosyth, lineally descend-
ed from James Stewart, brother-german to Wal-
ter the great steward of Scotland, and father to
King Robert. After having changed its own-
ers several times, it came at last into the hands
of the Earl of Hopeton, whose property it now is.

The Castle of Lochorr, an old ruin, stands in
the middle of the loch of that name in the pa-
rish of Balingry. It was built by a Duncan
Lochorr in the days of King Malcolm I11., and
consicted »f a sivong tower and many lower heu-
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ses, all enclosed by a wall washed by the water
of the loch. In process of time, Wardlaw of
Tory, by marrying the heiress of Balmgr‘y, got
a right to this castle; and before the time of
Charles I it was the chief mansion-house of that
family. This ruin formed a beautiful object in
the loch before it was drained. ,
Seafield Tower is an old ruin in the parish of
Kinghorn, standing on arock close by the shore.
It was the ancient seat of the Moubrays,. a. fa-
mily of distinction in this county. \
The Castle of Rawvenscraig, an ancient fabric
now in ruins, stands upon a rock projecting in-
to the sea, at the east end of Pathhead, in the
parish of Dysart. It was a gift from James V.
to William St Clare Earl of Orkney, with the
adjoining lands, in consideration of his resigning
the titles of the Earl of Orkney. Ever since
that period, it has been in the possession of the
‘family of St Clare.
The Castle of Easter-Wemyss, usually called.
M‘Dufl’s castle, stands in the parish of Wemyss.
t is said to have been built by M‘Duff Earl of
Fife, in the eleventh century. Two square
towers, with a considerable part of the wall,
which surrounded the castle, still remain. It is
situated on a delightful eminence, about a hun-
dred yards from the shore. -
Craighall, in the parish of Ceres, is an exten-
sive ruin, situated upon the bank of a beautiful
glen, planted with trees. It was the seat of Sir
‘Thomas Hope, advocate to Charles 1., from
whom the principal families of the name of
Hope in Scotland are descended, and continued
to be the residence of his heirs, till the begin-
ning of the present centurv.
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Tarvet Tower, a beautiful fabric of hewn stone,
stands on the estate of Scotstarvet, in the parish
of Ceres. It is twenty-four feet square, and
fifty feet high. It is situated on high ground,
and is seen at a great distance. The tower is
formed by one lofty vault raised on the top of
another, the uppermost of which is surrounded
with a battlement, and has over it an apartment
still covered with slate. From the thickness of
the walls, and from the small number and di-
minutive size of the windows, 1t appears to
have been originally designed for a place of de-
fence.

Denmiln Castle, in the parish of Abdie, Lexch-
ars Castle, in the parish of Leuchars, Bendon,
in the parish of Markinch, and some others,
might have been noticed. But passing these,
we shall only mention

Balgonie Casile, in the parish of Markinch,
belonging to the Earl of Leven. This is a fabric
of great antiquity, and of considerable strength.
The timé when it was built cannot be exactly
ascertained : but, from the best information that
can be got, we are inclined to think that it was
built in the 12th or rjth century. From the
similarity of its architecture to that of the castle
of Loch-Leven, it is presumeable that it may
be nearly of the same age ; and, though the pre-
cise time when the latter was built cannot be
known, yet we find that it was a place of strength
at the beginning of the 14th century, as it then
sustained a siege and prevailed.

Balgonie Castle is pleasantly situated on the
south bank of the Leven, elevated about 36 feet
above the bed of the river. . It is of a quadran-
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gular form, and stands on an area of about 135
feet by 105. The open court within is 108
feet by 65. The tower, which stands on the
north side, and near the north-west angle, is 45
feet by 36 feet over the walls, and near 80 feet
high. The top is surrounded with battlements,
which project a foot over the walls. It hasa
square roof in the middle, between which and
the battlements a passage goes quite round,.
covered with flat stones. 'The walls of the two
lowest stories, both of which are vaulted, are
8% feet thick ; but, above these, they.are only
7 feet thick. There is an apartment in it called
the Chapel ; and in the wall on the opposite side
of the court, the ruins of a room are still to be
seen, which was called the Chaplain’s room.

Connected with the tower, there 1s a house of
three stories, extending to the north-east carner,
built by the first Earl of Leven: and on the east
side of the court is another house of the same
height, built by the present Earl’s grandfather.
On the south and west sides of the court there
is a high wall, which appears to be coeval with
the tower ; and, without the wall, the remains
of a large fossé are still to be seen. The archi-
tecture of the keep is still very perfect; and the
third storey has been lately repaired and made
habitable by the present Lord Balgonie.

Besides the ruinous buildings already men-
tioned, there are many others of inferior name,
but which were once the habitations of families
of great respectability ; and many castles and
mansion-houses of eminent men, the foundations
of which still remain, but which are so complete-
ly demolished, that we could scarcely discover
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where they stood, did not tradition or ancient
record direct us to the place.

Kuins so extensive and magnificent, and, in
proportion to the narrow extent of territory to
which they are confined, so numerous, while
they serve to give us a very high idea of the
splendor and opulence of this county in former
times; and of the dignity, rank, and consideration
of its ancient proprictors ; must, at the same time,
spread a melancholy gloom over the mind, while
contemplating them, a.d lead irresistibly to se-
rious reflection. The time was when these
mouldering fabrics stood firm and complete,
adorned with all the elegance known in ruder
times, and many of them inhabited by the first
families in the kingdom. Inthem all the pomp
of power and riches was displayed ; there hos-
pitality spread the sumptuous board ; the voice
of health and festivity resounded through the
halls ; and the gates were crowded with nume-
rous retainers and dependents. But now thiese
once stately mansions, unroofed, stripped of
their ornaments and deserted, are mouldering
away in solitary silence, under the ravaging
hand of time. The powerful, the flourishing,
and wealthy masters, whom they once boasted
of, are long since gone and forgotten in the
dust. The names of but a few, and the deeds of
still fewer, have reached the present times. What
they and their habitations are now, we, and our
still less durable dweilings, in the revolution of
a few ages, must certainly be.

Immortality is the natural wish of the human
heart; and though too many give themselves

K
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but little concern about an immortality beyond
this present life, there are few who do not wish
to live in the remembrance of posterity. But
by what means shall this wish be most’ effec-
tually accomplished? The cabinet, the field,
the bar, the sciences and the arts, are all avenues
to lasting fame: but they are avenues open toa few
only. Reputation may be more generally, and
not less honourably acquired, by the more use-
ful, though less splendid arts of rural life. Let
the spade and the plough engrave your names
upon your lands ; and let your memory be per-
petuated by substantial and permanent improve-
ments of the soil.  With what warmth of af-
fection will you be remembered by posterity,
when they shall be able to say, to the skilful
and patriotic industry of our ancestors we owe
the richness and fertility of our lands. These
aged and extensive plantations which now shel-
ter and adorn the once naked and barren hill,
were planted by their hands. By their toilsome
and expensive labours, the marsh has been drain-
ed, the stony ground cleared and subjécted to
the plough, barren moss converted into fertile
soil, and luxuriant crops taught to grow, where
nought but water, heath, furze, or rocks, were
formerly to be seen.

SECT. 11I.—FARM-HOUSES, OFFICES, f REPAIRS.

NoT more than twenty years ago, the farm-
ers houses and offices in this county had, in ge-
neral, a mean and wretched appearance. The
farmer usually lived in a low smoky house,



sect, 111 THE COUNTY OF FIFE. 75

badly lighted, and without divisions or separate
apartments, except such as were formed by the
arrangement of the furniture. The office-houses
were small, the walls low and rudely construct-
ed, and the roofs ponderou:, and with difliculty
kept dry. Sometimes they were placed irregu-
larly, as fancy or supposed convenience dic-
tated ; and sometimes they formed a square with
the dwelling-house, the barn on the one side,
and the stable and byre on the other. In the
middle stood the dunghill, the hollow situation
of which received and retained all tlie rain that
fell within the square. During the summer
months, after the dung collected through the
season, was carried to the land, the hollow where
it lay exhibited the disagreeable object of a pool
of stagnant putrid water, equally offensive to
the smell, and pernicious to the health. The
intermediate passages between the houses and
the dunghill were very narrow, and often a
complete mire by the treading of the cattle, or
laid with round stones confusedly thrown toge-
ther.

Since that period, however, there is a mate-
rial change, in this respect, to the better, At
this moment, there are, in Fife, a great number
of" very excellent farm-steads.  The dwelling-
house 1s of two storeys, substantially built, cover-
ed with slate, neatly finished, and Wlth every
necessary convenience for thc accommodation
of the farmer’s family. The office-houses are
built in the form of a square, sometimes at the
back of the dwelling-house, and including it as
a part of the square; and sometimes at a little
distance from it, having stables, cow-house, barn,

K 2
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shades for the implements o husbandry, straw-

ard for feeding cattle, milk-house, hog-house,
&ec. all built of stone and lime, covered with
slate or tyle, conveniently arranged, and of suf-
ficient dimensions for the size of the farm. Of
these, several have been projected an ! executed
by the landlords, upon certain conditions speci-
fied in their agreement with the tenants ; some
by small proprietors, who farm their own
grounds ; and some, by the tenants themselves,
and that without the promise or prospect of any
allowance or adequate compensation.  This last
case, however, occurs only where the leases are
of long endurance.

But though we meet with a considerable
number of farm-steads of this description, there
are still many which continue in the barbarous
state first described, and these upon the grounds
of proprietors from whom better things might
have been expected.

Between those, which may be styl=d the best,
and the worst, there are a great number of farm-
steads, which, though tolerably decent and com-
modious, are still, through the inattention or ill
judged parsimony of the landlord, or the indo-
lence and negl gence of the tenant, destirute of
much of that convenience and accommodation,
which every farmer ought to have, and which,
indeed is necessary to the prosperity of his farm,
Some, for instance, are badly constructed and
arranged, or on too small a scale for the farm.
Some. have no granaries or lofts for holding
threshed grain. Some have either no shades,
or shades not sufficiently large for the farming
utensils ; so that we often see their carts and
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ploughs rotting, in consequence of their conti-
nued exposure to the sun and rain. Some have
no straw-yards, no feeding byres for their cattle,
and both stables and byres too short in the sad-
dles. Many have no proper site for the dung-
hill, so that in some cases, we see the dunghill
soaking in water, and in others the rich mois-
ture running to waste. Some want a proper
milk-house, and other conveniences necessary to
a dairy. Some are set down in an extreme
corner of the farm, or at a distance from good
water.  And many have no better threshing
floors than damp clay. And, therefore, though
much has been done of late, much yet remains
to be done, for the improvement of the farm-
steads.  Neart farmers houses and complete of-
fices, while they do credit to the proprietor, and
give a beauty and richness to the appearance of
the country, are, at the same time, absolutely
necessary to the profperity of the farmer. Every
gentleman, of a generous and liberal heart, will
feel much pleasire in seeing his tenantsin a
thriving condition.  But this cannot well be
expected, unless they have every reasonable in-
dulgence and convenience to excite them to carry
on their operations with spirit, and to enable
them to derive every possible advantage from
their farms.  Farm-houses inconveniently situ-
ated, or built and arranged on an injudicious
plan, may render extraordinary labour requisite,
and consequently heighten the farmer’s expen-
ces beyond what is necessary. The offalls of the
dairy, kitchen, barn yard, garden, &c. may be
turned to good account, by rearing pigs and
poultry : but this cannot be done, without pro-
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per houses for lodging and protecting these ani-
mals.

Farm-steads ought to be proportioned to the
extent, and suited to the nature of the farms, on
which they are built. The farmer of 100 acres
of land may be supposed to carry on the same
plan of husbandry with the farmer of goo or
§oo acres: the Jifference, therefore, ought to be
in the extent, not in the kind of his accommo-
dations. The former has occasion for the same
houses and conveniences, as the latter, but only
smaller, in proportion to the smaller size of his
farm. Neither is it to be expected that he should
have a dweiling house equally spacious and ele-
gant with the other. The nature of the farm
ought likewise to be attended to in this matter,
A farm entirely under tillage, and one chiefly
suited to grazing, will require different kinds of
accommodation.

In short, farmers will, in general, be able to
point out what may be necessary to accommo-
date them, though seldom to tell in what man-
ner utility and neatness are to be united in the
execution. When farmsteads are to be built or
thoroughly repaired, it might be adviseable thata
proper person be employed to plan before build-
ing, and the plan deliberately examined and
considered by both landlord and tenant; in
which case, no material defect could escape the
observation of both. The expence should, in
the first instance, be laid out by the proprietor,
as no part of the tenant’s stock should be di-
verted from its proper purpose, the improve-
ment of his'farm. Neither ought the landiord
to consider this as lost money. There is no
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farmer of understanding, who will not give more
rent for a farm that has such a complete farm-
stead as to enable him to carry on his business
with the greatest possible advantage, than for
one that has it not.

Repairs.~-This matter depends very much
upon circumstances. In general, the incoming
tenant, receiving the whole houses from his
predecessor, in a habitable condition, 1s bound
to leave them in the same state at his removal.
But it sometimes happens that the houses, up=
on the entry of a tenant, are in a ruinous state,
and the former tenant not bound to repair them;
sometimes new houses are to be built, or addi-
tions to be made, or the old houses to be repaired
in a different form. In these cages, thebuilding
or reparations depend upon the bargain between
the landlord and the tacksman. If the proprie-
tor is at the expence of the work, he getsa
plan and estimate, and by his own manager
sees it executed ; or perhaps he allows the esti-
mated sum to the tenant, who takes charge of
the execution, and sees that the work be suffi-
ciently done. If the tenant repairs the houses
at his own expence, he takes the farm with that
burden, to which he attends in the stipulated
rent. In all cases, however, he is bound to up-
hold the houses, and to leave them in sufhicient
order.

Insuring all farm-steads against fire is 2 mea-
sure ‘which I weuld seriously recommend as
highly prudent and proper. And to encourage
tenants to this, landlords ought to contribute a
proportion of the premium, especially as their
own interest is materially concernedi  An acci-
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dental fire may not only ruin the tenant, but
totally disable him for paying his rent.

SECT. IV.—COTTAGES.

CoTTAGES in this county, in point of im-
provement, have kept pace with the houses of
the farmers. They are, indeed, generally bet-
ter now, than many of the best farm houses
were thirty or forty years ago. Such as have
lately been built are usually about 15 or 16 feet
wide, and 6 or 7 fect high in the side walls,
constructed of stone and lime, covered with
thatch, well lighted, and sufficiently large to
accommodate any ordinary family. On the
north division cottages are few. This is an in-
convenience that hath been felt and complained
of. Feuing ground in small proportions is not
common in that quarter, and tenants are back-.
ward to allow the benefit of a cow’s grass to a
cottager. And therefore, mechanics, tradesmen,
and labourers, are discouraged from settling
there. 'Through the rest of the county cottages
are more common, but still not so numerous,
it is thought, as their' importance to agriculture,
and population requires. They are of various
sizes, consisting of from three or four to eight
or ten dwelling-houses. When these cottages
are attached to particular farms, and at the dis-
posal of the tenant, as indeed they generally
are and ought to be, they must be of great be-
nefit to the farmer. He has it in his power to
let the houses to married servants, to trades.nen
and labourers, on such terims as always to se-
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cure their assistance in hay-time and harvest,
and at any other season when extraordinary
hands may be necessary to expedite the busi-
ness of the farm.  But this subject we will pro-
bably have occasion to resume before the con-
clusion of the survey.



CHAPTER V.
Mode of Occupation.
. -
SECTION 1L

SIZE OF FARMS.

Farus in this county, in respect of extent,
differ much from one another, They are found
of all sizes, from 5o or 60 acres to 400 or 500
acres. 'The average perhaps may be 120 acres.
There are, besides, many tenements from go
acres downward to § or 10. But few of these
are occupied by actual farmers. Many of them
are the property of small heritors ; and many of
them are taken by manufacturers, tradesmen,
mechanics, and others, merely for convenience or
amusement, who do not depend upon their pro-
duce for the support of their families, or the
payment of the rent.

The question refpecting the size of farms has
been much agitated. Some have argued that
large farms are most favourable to population,
and to the complete and rapid cultivation of the
soil ; whilst others have insisted that small farms
are best calculated to produce’ these advantages,
But as the arguments on both sides appear to be
equally conclusive, it is presumeable that both
may be wrong. The truth is, the actual diver-
sity of land, in respect of situation, quality, and
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state of improvement, naturally points out the
propriety of a diversity in the size of farms.
There is, no doubt, a point on both sides be-
yond which we ought not to go. No arable
farm, perhaps, ought to exceed 400, or at the
utmost 00 acres: and none should fall below
6o or 7o acres. Between these two points,
farms may be of all different sizes, without pre+
judice to the public, or.to the individual, vary-
ing, however, in this respect, according to ex-
isting circumstances. If the ground be all a-
rable, of a rich quality, and in a high state of
cultivation, 60 or 70 acres may, in some cases,
be sufficient, and may enable the occupant to
rear his family, -and to live in a decent, respect-
able style. DBut if the land be in a state of na-
ture, or hath, as yet, received no substantial
improvements, this size would be, by far, too
small. No man of stock, enterprize, and abi-
lity, would sit down upon such a farm. He
could have no room for exertion, no opportu-
nity of a profitable application of his talents,
and no prospect of receiving ultimately any re-
turns corresponding to the capital and skill
which he is able to employ. Farms, therefore,
consisting of land ‘of this kind, ought to be
much more extensive. Three or four hundred
acres might be sufficiently small. In like man-
ner, ground that is not only arable, but, at the
same time, best adapted to the cultivation of
grain, may be let in much smaller proportions
than would be proper in cases where the land
is either not arable, or more applicable to the
purposes of grazing and rearing cattle.
. L2



84 AGEICULTURAL SURVEY OF chap. 7,

Besides, we find that there is a great diver.si-s
ty among men, in respect of abilities and cir-
cumstances: it seems proper, therefore, that
the division and size of farms should be propor-
tioned, in a correspondence to this diversity. A
man may be able to stock a farm of 8o or 100
acres, but not one of 300 or 400. Or, in point
of ability, he may be equal to the task of ma-
naging the former, and yet not qualified to con-
duct the more extensive and complicated opera-
tions of the latter. On the other hand, it
would be hard to confine a man of large stock,
and superior abilities, to a small possession,
where he can have no scope for his genius,
and where he cannot employ half his capital.

A mixture of large and small farms appears,
in another point of view, to be extremely pro-
per, as it may be the mean of preventing a dan-
gerous diminution of active and experienced
hands for carrying on the operations of husban-
dry. Every gentleman-farmer has usually a
foreman, to whom he commits the manage-
ment of his farm: and almost every great farm-
er has one, either as a foreman or principal ser-
vant, on whose abilities -and fidelity he can
trust for conducting the practical part of his bu-
siness. If this foreman be married, as is often
the case, the prospect of being able to secure a
small farm for his son, if he has one, and to
stock it, by the savings of his hor.est industry,
will be a powerful inducement to breed him a
farmer. Nor will this motive influence those
merely who are already engaged in the farming
line. The consideration of such a decent inde-
pendence, so easily accessible, will induce others
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to breed their children to husbandry, by putting
them into the service of the farmers ; whilst the
desire of attaining the object in view, a3 speedi-
ly, and with as much advantage as possible,
will render such servants sober, industricus, and
attentive to their duty.

Small farms thus passing into the hards cf
those who have acquired skill and experience
on extensive farms under a proper system of
husbandry, will form excellent nurseries for
farm servants both to gentlemen and principal
farmers. But should farms be generally of such
mavmtude as to preclude ecvery hope of this
Lmd parents will seek independence for their
chndren by breeding them manufacturers, trades-
men, or mechmlcs.

In short, either extreme would be attended
with bad consequences. On the one hand, to
mince down all the land in the kingdom into
small tenements, whilst this could neither en-
crease population nor add to the strength of the
state, would, most probably, check the progress
of improvement, and prevent its being ever
brought to any deglce of perfection. On the
other hand, to throw the whole estates of the
kingdom into the hands of a few great farmers,
as it might be equally hurtful to the progress of
agriculture, would certainly be highly impolitic,
as it would weaken, in a considerabls legree,
that support and security which the constitu-
tion of the country, ‘as well as public order and
tranquillity, derive from the general diffusion of
property. That amor patrie, that public spirit,
that strong sense of national honour, which, in
former times, animated the breasts even of the
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lowest orders, seem now to be, in a great-mea-
sure, gone, and nothing but the selfish princi-
ple remains, by which the great body of the
people can be bound to their country and its
support.

Let us suppose the whole lands in Scotland,
usually in the possession of husbandmen, thrown
into the hands of 8coo great farmers ; and each
farmer to have one son who might be depended
upon, as having a joint interest with his father;
there would, in this case, be only 16,000 of
this class, whom we could trust to join the
landholders in the defence of their country: all
the rest employed in husbandry being in a ser-
vile dependent state, no certain or effectual sup-
port could be expected from them. Suppose
again, that instead of 8ooo, the kingdom should
be divided into 30,000 farms; in this case we
should have 60,000 men of this description to
join their masters, who, though not equally in-
terested with those before mentioned, would,
nevertheless, have such a stake in the country,
as would be a suflicient inducement to oppose
every attempt against the peace and safety of the
kingdom, whether from foreign or domestic
foes.

Amongst the numerous causes which com-
bined to overthrow the French Monarchy, and
to involve the great nation in anarchy, despo-
tism, and blood, this defect was, perhaps, onc
of the principal and most availing, All were
either extremely. rich, or miserably poor. In
the hands of the higher orders, were all the ho-
nours, wealth, and power of the nation ; while
dcpendence, servility, and abject poverty, was
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the miserable portion of the lower, and by far
the most numerous class. And-if there were
any intermediate gradations, the numbers who
occupied them were few ; and the insecure and
uncertain tenure, by which they held their pro-
perty, must have rendered their exertions feeble,
even though they had been disposed to take
part with their government. No wondet then,
that men thus circumstanced, men who had no-
thing to lose, and no hopes of bettering their
condition in the present state of things, should
have been so easily deceived by the seeming
patriotism of unprincipled demagogues, and so
universally have fallen in with a scheme which
promised them emancipation from poverty, dc-
pendence, and degradation, and a more equal
distribution of property and power. Andif we
consider that turbulent and seditious temper
which, for some years past, has discovered itself
in this country, and which has required all the
vigilance and activity of Government to keep in
check, it appears highly probable that, had it
not been for the weight thrown into the scale of
constitutional authority and power, by the nu-
mercus, wealthy, and respectable classes which
occupy the iitermediate ranks between the great
landholders, and those who have little or no
property, revolutionary and anarchial principles
might have prevailed, and this kingdom have
experienced similar convulsions, attended with
consequences cqually disasterous and fatal.
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SECT. 1I.—CHARACTER OF THE FARMERS.,

Several of the farmers in this county, and
these not the least respectable, came originally
from other, and more highly improved parts of
the kingdom ; and being generally men of con-
siderable stock, and possessed of superior pro-
fessional knowledge, sat down, with great ad-
vantage, on the less cultivated, and consequent-
ly tow rented lands in Fife ; and, by their abili-
tics and enterprise, have contributed not a little
to forward the improvement of this county.

There are also many of the farmers, who
were originally in a lower elass, or in a different
iine of life ; but having, by industry and fruga-
lity, acquired a little money, and having con-
tracted a taste for husbandry, commenced farm-
ing on a small scale. By persevering in the
.ame plan of rigid ceconomy and hard labour,
they gradually improved their stack, and at last
launched out more extensively into the business.
And now, in point of circumstances, as well as
of professional skill, hold a respectable place
+mong the farmers,

But the great body of the Fife farmers are the
dJeseendents of the old stock of cultivators ; se-~
veral of whom, just now, hold the farms that
have been in the possession of their ancestors
tor some generations back. Formerly, the con-.
nection between master and tenant was very
strong. ‘They were, for the most part, warmly
ittached to each cher; and the interest which
she landlord took in the prosperity of his tenants
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was generally repaid with corresponding affec-
tion and respect. ‘'This connection and mutual
attachment often descended from father to son
and its long continuance was frequently the pride
and boast of both. But now considerations of
interest are weakening these old fashioned at-
tachments ; and the amount of the offered rent
is generally mote attended to.than the plea of
long possession. Nor can this, in every instance,
be blamed. When an old tenant is industrious,
and discovers good management, and an incli-
nation to do well, he may reasonably expect a
preference, upon equal, perhaps upon easier,
terms than a mere stranger. But surely it can-
not, in reason, be expected that a preference
should be given, solely upon this ground, to a
man who, by his indolence, ignorance, or dis-
sipation, has suffered his farm to run into dis-
order, and has thereby disqualified himself for
doing justice either to himself or to his master.
/Though it may not, perhaps, be the principal
obje of this enquiry, to ascertain the moral
and political charadter of the farmers, yet it
might be improper to suffer this to pass altoge-
ther unnoticed.  The principles and morals of
of men must ever have a powerful influence in
modelling and forming their characters in rela-
tion to the several occupations and pursuits in
which they may be engaged. In proportion as
these are good or bad, the character of the farm-
er, as well as ol the merchant, the manufacturer,
the tradesman, &c. will be more or less respect-
able. Intempuamc and dissipation will relax
the sinews of industry, and divert the attention
from business; and the want of integrity will

M
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create suspicion and distrust, and hurt him. m
all his public transactions. His example will
corrupt the conduct of his servants, rendering
them negligent, unfaithful and disorderly, the
consequence of which will be confusion and mis-
management, in every department of. his busi-
ness.

I feel much satisfaction in having it in my
power to bear a favourable testimony to the cha-
racter of the Fife farmers, in this respect. To
afirm that there are no individuals among them
of a suspicious, or openly bad character, would
be a position which could neither gain nor de-
serve credit. Such perfection is not to be ex-
pected, even in societies much less numerous.
But these exceptions are comparatively*few.
Taken in a body, their general deportment is
characterised by decency, sobriety, end strict in-
tegrity. In domestic life they are regular, fru-
gal, temperate, and ceconomical. In their inter-
course with one another, they are hospitable,
communicative, and obliging. And in all their
public transactions, their conduct is uniformly
fair, upright and honourable.

Their political character is equally irrepre-
hensible. Impressed with a proper sense of the
advantages they enjoy under a civil Govern-
ment, which affords protection and security to
their persons and property, and suffers them
to prosccute their labours and improve their
fortunes, without the drcad of oppressive ex-
actions, or lawless depredations, they cherish
the warmest sentiments of loyal!y to our ’gra-
cious Sovereign, and venerate the Constitution
of their Country, as one of their most invaluable
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blessings.  Untainted by that revolutionizing
spirit—that political mania, which, of late, hath
so much agitated the public mind, and endan-
gered the public tranquillity, they give no en-
couragement to the abettors of sedition, and are
ready to contribute what lies in their power for
the support of Government, and for the preser-
vation of the peace and quiet of the Country.

Such is the character which the farmers of
this county bear as men and citizens.  Consi-
dered as cultivators of the soil, they deserve also
to be mentioned with respect, as a very intelli~
gent, active, and industrious body of men. A
great proportion of them have distinguished
themselves by their spirited exertions, their skil-
ful management, and by the high state of culti-
vation to which they have brought their farms.
A spirit of enquiry, a taste for improvement,
and a laudable desire to excel in their profes-
sion, have, of late, spread very generally among
them ; by reading, by observation, by mutual
communications, and by experience, they have
acquired much professional knowledge, which,
while it hath " enabled them to correct former
prejudices and mistakes, has led them to adopt
the best plans of improvement, and, except when
prevented by obstacles thrown in their way by
the proprietor, or by the nature and situation
of the land, have carried them into execution
with judgment and success.

From the progressive improvements in the
science and practice of agriculture, which have
been going forward during the last twenty or
thirty years, the condition and circumstances of
the farmers have experienced an alteration to

M 2
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the better gradually taking place. And their
growing, affluence, co-operating with the gene-
ral progress of luxury and refinement through
the nation, have had a very visible effect upon
their manners and habits of life. Formerly it
was customary for the farmers to subject them-
selves to every kind of drudgery and hard la-
bour, undergoing the same toil, living upon the
same fare, and often eating at the same table,
with their servants. And in some instances this
may be the case still, especially where their farms
are small, their circumstances narrow, their rents
high, and consequently cannot afford to exempt
the master from personal labour. But many of
the farmers now occupy a more respectable and
important station. ‘'Their chief business is to
superintend. The operative and servile part
is committed to others : But the master’s pre-
sence and direction are every where to conduct
and forward the various necessary operations, in
every department, and in their proper season.
These requisite attentions, together with the bu~
siness of the counting-room, and his attendance
on markets for the disposal of his grain and cat-
tle, a province which he usually reserves to him-
self, will afford little time for relaxation or idle-
ness, and are surely much more conducive to his
interest than holding the plough, threshing the
grain, or filling and driving his own dung cart.
The alteration in their style and manner of
living is equally remarkable. Their houses, in
general, are decently and substantially furnish-
ed, and the apartments so arranged, and the ge-
neral economy of the house so regulated, as to
preduce a more marked distinction between mas-
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ter and servants, and to put an end to that in-
discriminate intercourse in respect of sitting and
eating, which was common in former times.
Though many of them continue to be mostly
supplied with necessary maintenance from the
produce of their farms, and to be clothed with
their own manufactures, there are few- who do
not indulge more or less in the luxuries of life.
Butcher meat is much commoner now than for-
merly, and their Sunday’s dress at least is fur-
nished from the shop. The universal use of
tea, as an article of living, need not be mention-
ed, as there is scarcely a cottager’s house in the
county where it is not to be found. Itis to be
observed, however, that between the great body
of the farmers, and those who rank in the high-
est class, there is in this respect a very remarka-
ble difference. Several of this last description
are men, not only in easy but affluent circum-
stances, men who have had the advantage of a
liberal education, and whose manners, from their
intercourse with the world, have acquired a su-
perior polish.  Correspondent with these cir-
cumstances is their style and manner of living,
the elegance of their furniture, the economy of
their table, and the quality and fashion of their
dress, Thus distinguished by education, foi-
tune, and manners, they hold a most respectable
place in the community, and are entitled to be
considered as one of the intermediate links which,-
in the gradations of rank and opulence, connecy,
the higher and lower orders of men in society,
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SECT. III.—~~RENT.

Tus rent of land in Fife is very different, be-
ing higher or lower according te the quality of
the soil, the convenience of situation, or the state
of improvement. Some land, from its situation
in the neighbourhood of towns, and even some,
from its own intrinsic richness, is rented as high
as 4, 5, and 6 pounds per acre. Farms of con-:
siderable extent are let at 31.; a great many at
2 L. per acre. In short, we find land rented in
all the various gradations downward to §s.; and
even som= moorish, hilly pasture ground below
that rate.  Grass parks generally bring a high
rent. Those at Lundin, Balcarras, and in some
cther places, have been let as high as 31 per
acre.

But, though the rents generally vary accor-
ding to the difference of soil; and other circum-
stances, from the best observations I have been
able to make, they appear to be in no just pro-
portion to the comparative value of the land
Farms of inferior quality are, for the most par,
higher in proportion than those of rich produc
tive land.  This inequality may arise from two
causes : On the one hand, the proprietors of the
poorer lands finding other gentlemen getting
high rents for theirs, and not adverting to the
difference of quality, or regarding their own
property with a partial eye, struggle hard to be
on a footing with their neighbours ; and though
they may not succeed entirely to their wish, are
generally fortunate enough to get an advance o
rent above the due proportion, OQOpn the other
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hand,tenantswho are on theoutlook for farms,and
impatient to fix, incompetent judges perhaps of
the quality of the ground, or cherishing too san-
guine expectaiions from their own industry and
skill, are induced, especially if spurred on by
competition, to come up to the landlord’s terms.

Formerly rent was made payable partly in mo-
ney and partly in kind.  The tenant was, be-
sides, obliged to pay a certuin number of poul-
try, to furnish a certain number of carriages, and
sometimes to send a certain number of hands in
harvest to assist in cutting down the landlord’s
corn, Of late, however, gcntiemm considering
rent in kind as a troubleJome concern, and of
uncertain value, and wishing to have a fixed and
known rental, have, in almost all the new leases,
converted the whole rent into money, except the
victual due to the minister, which the tenant is
still obliged to pay, and for which, if not consi-
dered as a part of the stipu'ated rent, he is al-
lowed a deduction, the price of the victual being
regulated by the fiars of the county.

Were: I. permitted to give my opinion upon
a fubject, of which I profess not to be a com-
petent judge, it would be, that the rent of every
arable farm should be fixed in kind, the 7psa
corpora, at the same time, not to be delivered to
the landlord, but to be paid for in money, accor-
ding to the rate of the fiars. To this plan, I
know, some gentlemen object, because, from the
variableness and uncertainty of prices, they can
never have a certain and known rental, and con-
sequently must ever be at a loss how to regulate
their expenditure. But this objection is eas'lv
obviated, Let their expenditure be regulated
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by the lowest supposable average prices, and if
any overplus remains, which, most prob%bly,
will be the case, they cannot surely complain of
this as a disadvantage. 'Tenants, also, may pos-
sibly object to this scheme, from the notion
that prices may rise, in which case they would
lose all the advance upcn that proportion of
their victual which they are bound to pay to
the master. But this objection hath as little
weight as the other. It will be admitted that
the rent must be paid by the produce of the
farm. When a tenant, therefore, proposes to
take a farm upon a nineteen years lease,. sup-
pose, in order to determine what money rent
he ought to pay, during that period, he must
calculate the probable produce of the farm,
the probable average price which that produce
will bring during the currency of his lease,
and what proportion of it may probably be
necessary for defraying the expences of cul-
tivation and management ; he will then be a-
ble to judge what proportion he can afford to
carry to market for the payment of his. rent;
and the average value of this constitutes the
yearly rent which he ought to pay. If then it
be necessary, that, before he can fix the money
rent, be should know what quantity of victual
must be alloted yearly for that purpose, it can,
surely, be of no consequence to the tenant, whe-
ther he pay his rent in money or in kind, since,
with respect to him, the one is tantamount with
the other; or whether he pay the average price
of .the victual for 19 years in the name of mo-
ney-rent, or the price it brings every separate
vear, during that period, since, in the calculation,
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they amount to the same. Upon the whole,
this plan seems to be perfectly fair and equitable
for both parties. If the prices shall exceed the
calculation, the master, indeed, as is reasonable,
has a share of the advantage ; but the tenant is
a gainer on that part of the produce which be-
longs to himself, to the amount of the excess of
the prices above his expectation. If the prizes
shall, at any time, fall below the calculation, the
whole loss does not fall upon the tenant. The
amount of what the price of the stipulated vic-
tual rent is below the original calculation, is born
by the landlord.  Neither 'part\, therefore, can
have any just reason to corapiain.

Formerly, when less 1abour was bestowed up-
on land, and the operations of husbandry ad-
mitted of longer intervals, especially in the sum-
mer inonths, when the farmer’s servants and
horses had little else to do, than the former to pull
thistles and the latter to eat them, the burden of
personal services was slightly felt. But, under
the present system, when every season, and eve-
1y part of the season, has its own particular task,
which, in general, cannot, without risk, be ne-
glected or delayed, they must be considered as a
great hardship. To call for the farmer’s reap-
ers, when his own corhs are ready to be cut
down, or to demand his horses and servants,
when the critical moment of sowing, fallowing,
&ec. is present, may cause him lose the proper
season, derange his plans; and subject him to
material damage. These services, however,
have seldom been rigidly exacted, and will, it is
presumed, be in time entirely given up.
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SECT. IVe——TYTHES.

TyTHES, so loudly and so justly complained
of as an intolerable evil, wherever they prevail,
are unknown in this county. In one_or twd
places, .indeed, tythes still continue to be exact-
ed. But these are such inconsiderable spots,
that the grievance is little felt, and deserves not
to be mentioned. Exemption from this oppres-
sive burden is not peculiar to Fife; it is very
cenerally enjoyed through the whole of Scot-
land ; and must be considered as a circumstance
highly favourable to the progress of agriculture,
and to the peace and prosperity of the country
at large. The proprietor, in letting his lands,
feels no obstruction from this quarter to the na~
tural and reasonable increase of his rental. The
activity of the tenant, in the cultivation of his
farm, 1is not discouraged or checked by the ap-
prehension that another will carry off 2 large
share of the profits of his industry. And a
fruitful and lasting source of misunderstanding,
and often of ill blood, between the parochial
clergy and the tenantry, so fatal to the respecta<
bility and usefulness of the clerical office, is res
moved.

SECT. V.=—POOR’S RATES,
PooR’s rates have, as yet, obtained no esta-

blishment in Fife. Extraordinary contributions;
in seasons of extraordinary scarcity, have been
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made: and some of the most charitable among
the higher and more opplent classes, afford oc-
casional aid to the most indigent by private
alms. But the pcor are generally supported by
the weekly collections at the church doors, by
the allowance for the use of the parish mort-
cloaths, and by the interest of funds raised by
savings or donations, but which, for the most
part, are of inconsiderable amount, These funds,
scanty and ipadequate as, for the most part, they
are, have, nevertheless, been made to answer
the purpose hitherto, by the judicious and ceco-
nomical management of the klrk—QCSSIODS, under
whose administration they are placed, And, I
am conﬁdent, it will be allowed, that there are
no funds in Great Britain, of any description
whatevér, managed to better purpose, and with
so little expence, or which, in proportion to their
amount, are made to go so great a length, and
to be so extensively beneficial,

The kirk-sessions, considering themselves as
guardians of the poor, and feeling it to be their
duty to contribute what lies in their power, to
render their situation as comfortable as possible,
act in this husiness without fee or feward. From
their intercourse with the inhabitants of their
respective parishes, they are, in general, well
acquainted with the situation of every person
applying for, or needing relief. And as they
can be under no temptation to partiality, the
supplies granted are proportioned as exactly as
possible to the necessities of the different claim-~
ants.

How long this matter may continue on its
present footmg, it is 11\Imposs1 sle to say. The

2
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number of the indigent is not diminishing : the-
price of provisions is on the increase: and al
though an honest pride, or a spirit of md'epend-
ence, may produce a disinclination to be indebt-
ed to public charity for support; yet urgent
necessity must finally triumph over these con-
siderations ; and even humanity will consider it
as a duty to search out and relieve those, whose
modesty may endeavour to conceal their ex-
treme want from the public eye. If therefore
the present funds shall cease to be adequate to
the real necessities of the poor, in consequence
of the public liberality not keeping pace with
their increasing number or their increasing ne-
cessities, Poor’s rates will become unavoidable,
the bad effects of which are numerous, and have
been severely felt by our sister kingdom. These
I will not pretend to enumerate. I shall only
obscrve, that a scheme which teaches men to
consider supplies of this kind, not as a charitable
contribution, but as a legal provision, and not
to receive them as alms, but to demand them as
a right, must inevitably increase the number of
claimants, by extinguishing that feeling of shame
and dishonour, which is usually attached to a
state of dependance on public charity, and which
hath so strong a tendency to prevent improper
applications. A scheme which entirely removes
all apprehensions of want, and holds out the
prospect of an abundant and indiscriminate sup-
ply, must surely be an enemy to industry and
frugality, and a'powerful encouragement t6 idle-
ness, dissipation, and intemperance. 'Tell a man
that he has a legal right to support from the
parish, when he comes to be in want, and it
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will be a matter of indifference to him, whether
he fay by the savings of his labour, or threw
them away by folly and extravaganece. So long
as people know that the allowance of public
charity must be small, and that, in bestowing it,
consideration will be had to their former in-
dustry and good cenduct, they will be natusally
led to labour for their own support as long as
possible ; and, even after public aid is needed
and bestowed, will continue their exertions while
they can, that, by the addition of their own earn-
ings, scanty as they may be, their situation may
be rendered as easy and comfortable as possible.
But give them a legal claim to support, when
unfit for labour, and in necessitous circumstan-
ces, and one of the most powerful incitements
to industry and sober conduct is removed. Ex-
travagance can indulge itself freely, without the
dread of beggary ; an inclination to idleness can

easily frame excuses for a cessation from labour ;

and mabﬂlty will often be pretended, where in
reality it does not exist.

If ever it shall be found necessary to intro-
duce poors rates into this county, the propric~
tors will have theinselves to blame. At present,
the greatest share of the weekly collections
comes from the pockets of the fariners, trades-
men, and labourers. Non-residing heritors can-
not be supposed to contribute any thing this
way ; and they seldom give any thing any other
way. Of the rcs1dent proprietors few can be
said to attend the church regularly, and conse-
quently add little to the amonunt of the public
cwlections. There are still some, however, and,
I say it with much pleasure, whosz attendance
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on public worship is punctual, and whose con-
tributions to the poor are liberal. The latter is,
indeed, a natural consequence of the former,
Wherever there is true devotion, there will be
bowels of compassion to the poor brethren,
Prayers, without alms, can never come up as an
acceptable memorial before God. If we are not
charitable to an indigent brother whom we have
seen, how can we love God whom we have not
seen !  But though nothing, except genuine
piety, can give birth to charity, other motives
may lead to alms-giving. Iconclude this article,
therefore, with observing, that if the proprietors,
whether resident or not, would contribute for
the support of the poor, as much in proportion
as the inferior classes, which they certainly
ought, and are well able to do, the poor might
eontinue to be decently supplied, on the present
plan, and all the evils of a poor’s rate complete.
Iy avoided. )

SECT, VI.——LEASES,

THE lands in this county are almost tiniver-
sally occupied under lease. The period of ens
durance is various: but in general it is 19 years,
In some instances leases have been granted for
21, 2§, 31, and 38 years: and frequently a life.
time has been added. This addition, -however,
is now, in most cafes, dropped. 'The term of
entry to an afable farm is usually Martinmas,
and Whitsunday for a grass-farm. The terms,
when the rent is payable, if a grass-farm, age
Martinmas and Whitsunday immediately after
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entry, in equal proportions; and if an arable
farm, Whitsunday and Martinmas, 18 and 21
“months after entry. In some instances the first
half yecar’s rent is made payable at Candlemas ;
and of late some proprietors have attempted to
make it payable at Martinmas, 12 months after
entry. Besides the sum stlpulated under the
denomination of rent, the tenant is taken bound
to pay all public burdens that are payable by
the proprietor himself in grain or meal; on
which account he either pays less rent, or is al-
lowed a deduction according to the value of the
victual. , } ,

The covenants in old leases are generally
simple; securing the farm-stead and fences to
be left in complete repair, or otherwise, accord-
ing to the state they were in at the tenant’s en-
try,—obliging him to labour and manure the
land according to the rules of good husbandry,
—to leave a certain proportion in grass the last
three years,—to grind his victual at a certain
mill, &ec.

New leases are, in this respect, much more
complex, exhibiting a variety of new covenants,
new rotations, and restrictions, which are not
always properly adapted to the soil, or climate,
or the state of the farm: often embarassmg,
and sometimes 1mpract1cable, and which there-
fore not unfrequently terminate in litigation,
and the ruin both of farm and farmer.

. The following are the clauses most common-
ly inserted :

1//, The lands are let to the tenant and his
heirs only, secluding assignees and subtenants,
voluntary or legal.
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2d, Coal, marle, mines, and minetals, ar
all generally reserved, with power to the pro-
prietor to work and carry away the same, and
the pryment of surface-damages to be settled
by arbitration.

3d, The houses and fentes are put in repals,
and the tenant is bound to keep and leéave them
in that state.

4th, The tenant is obliged to grind at the
the proprietor’s mill, or at such mill as the pro-
prietor himself is restricted to by thirlage.

sth, Tenants are frequently tied down toa
certain rotation of crops, and a particular plan
of management, to which they are bound; un-
der severe penalties, to adhete, especially in the
last years of the lease, with the express view of
preventing them from doing ihjusticé to the
land, and injuring the succeeding tenants.

6th, Tenants are cominonly bound to feside,
and to keep a sufficient stock upon their farms,
in order to secure the landlord’s hypothec.

7th, The proprietor reserves liberty to ftraight
marches and roads, and to give and take ground
for that purpose; and in case any neighboutifig
proprietor shall requite a mutual fedet to be
made upon the march; the tenanit is to pay sk
per cent. for the motiey laid out by his master
tipoh such fehce, and to bear the half of the
expence bf keéping it in repair, during tlie cur-
rency of his lease.

816, The proprietor teserves power to plant
a certain number of acres; but for which the te-
nant is to have a deduction out of his rent, for
the ground so appled: the proprietor is bouad
sufliciently to fence the plantation,
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gth, The tenant is sometimes taken bound to
deliver a certain number of fowls, such as hens,
.chickens, &c. and to perform certain personal
services, such as leading coals, &ec. if requir-
ed.

10th, The tenant is obliged to leave the dung
upon his farm at his removal.

11zh, All disputes between the master and
tenant are to be settled by arbitration. ‘

But though these may be the most common,
they are not the only clauses introduced. Leaces
are found to vary and differ from one another
without end, in respect both of the nature and
of the number of conditions, according to the
state and circumstances of farmns, and to the
different humours of the landlords, as well as
the different purposes they may have in view.

As leases are contracts which continue in
force for a considerable length of time, and in-
volve the most important consequences, both
to the parties themselves, and to the general