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P R E F A C E

THE charatiers, in the following
warrative, though Fighly colonred, are
takn from the life. Thofe who may
think the principal figure has been
touched with too free a pencil, are de-
Sired to recolleli that it is the portrait
of Superftition,—a fubjeft which even
Fulel, with all -bis creative genins,
could not have treated too extraci-
gantly :—nor could Bunbury Limif

bave firetched it into caricature. It



¢ it )
bas been [aid that men are capable of
any extravagancy, when once their
Shackled reafon is led in triumph Fky
Sancy and prejudice. Yot fuch rien,
with all their abfurdities, generally pafs
annoticed y—[o true is it, thot we sead
every day with aftonithment things
wlich we fee every day without fur-

pniee
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SOLITARY CASTLE.

¢ 4 APTETR I

THE RETREAT.

“ OF all earthly things a ring ix
the moft dangerous: Itis pregcant
with incantations, magic, forcerics,
and every other fpecies of diabolical

P
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2 SOLITARY CASTLE.

art and invention. By what was
the mifirefs of the great Charle-
maigne enchanted, but by a gold
ring? And isit mot upcn record
that the Emperor himfelf was e-
qually bewitched by this fatal ma-
chine of mifchicf, ’ull, at length,
he caufed it to be thrown into a
pond, around which however he
continued to wander with a pleaf-
ing fort of melanchcly, even to
the laft hour of his exiftence.
Therefore beware—I conjure thee,
Andrew, if thou hatt any recard

ot

{e)



SOLITARY CASTLE. 3

to thy future welfare, touch it

not.”

Such was the folemn admonition
of Captain Gunthorpe to his faith-
ful domeftic; who, while he was
ftubbing up the laft Lngering roots
of two magnificent rows of oaks,
hoary with age and fhattered by
lightening, that from tume imme-
morial had adorned the court-yard
of the Captain’s folitary manfion,
difcovered among the twifted fibres
a ring, which, to trace its origin

Ba by
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by its rufi-eaten furface and ex-
traordinary fize, had probably been
formed for the Herculean finger
<

of fome hero, or rather giant of

antiquity.

As an exclamation fo fingular
as that of Captain Gunthorpe has,
nerhaps, excited fome littde curi-
ofity in the reader, .it may not-
be improper, ere we proceed fur-
ther in our narrative, to fkctch a
few of the leading features of his
chicial.er,

It
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It has been obferved that Fortune:
often dclights to dignify what Na-
ture has negleted, and that that
renown which cannot be claimed
by intrinfic excellence or greatnefs,
is fomectimes derived from the
moft unexpected accidenwss.  The
flory of Captain Guaitnorpe wild
evince, that this remark 185 nee
founded in error. In his jrou;h:.
far from difcovering any eminen.
abilities, or fuperiority «f gonics
he had barely his thure of ole

common endowments, whcs ge-

e
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5 SOLITARY CASTLE.

nerally fall to the lot of human
nature. Deftitute alfo of fortune
and friends, nor poflefling fuffici-
ent {pirit to attempt the acquifi-
tion of cither, he was, to all ap-
pearance, deftined to pafs through
tife, vnnoticed and unknown. But
by one lucky accident a total
change was produced in his fitu-
ation and circumftances: and he
was railed, on a fudden, from in-
digence and obfcurity to diftinguith-
ed affluence and fplendor. . His
fathet had been a merchant of

fome
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-fome eminence in the city of Lon
don, but being induced, through
the example of other rafh adven-
turers, to embark in the famous
South Sea fcheme, he had the
misfortune to {ee himfelf, at once,
bereaved of a confiderable pro-
perty, that he had gained from
long experience, and indefatigable
induftry. The remorfe that fol-
lowed this a& .of imprudence,
added to fo heavy a lofs, entirely
deprived him of his reafon: and,

B a on



8 SOLITARY CASTLE.

on the verge .of bankruptcy, he

died a lunatic.

Thie death of an affeétionate
parent, and the lofs of an im-
menfe fortune, which hLe had
alwavs beuu aught to expeét,
confiderably depreffed the fpirits
of young Gunthorpe: but the
idea of being (as itis culled) his
own mafter, and of emerging
from a counting houfe, afituation
wrch he had always held in the
utmoft abhorrence, foon hanithed

cyYery
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every painful [(nflution from his
mind. He hud alwzys exprofied
a ftrony defire for a feu life, and
he hal now an opnortanity of
folloving his inclinations.  With-
out hefitution, theretere, he fet
off inttantly for Portfimoath, and
entered as a volunteer, on board
a thip of war lying at Spithead.
He paffed the ufual time as a
midihipman “of the navy, diftin-
guithed "only by his peculiarities;
among which was a belief he pro-
£17.d to entertain, of the exift-

TaERY
Cithe



10 SOLITARY CASTLE.

ence of enchanted iflands: and
a conftant habit that he had con-
tradted of walking the quarter
deck every moonlight evening,
with a night-glafs in his hand, in
order to keep, as he faid, “a

good look out for mermaids.”

Fortunately for him, his firfk
commiffion was that of a lieute-
nant of the Ceaturion, in which
fhip Lord Anfon was then about
to failon a fecret expedition: and
though, during his tour round the

werld,
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world, Mr. Gunthorpe difplayed
no fingular marks of courage
or addrefs, he had the fatisfa&ion,
on his return, to find himfelf
entitled to a very large allotment
of the treafure arifing from the
capture of the Acapulco galleon:
kis tharc of prize money amount-
ing, at leaft, toan hundred thou-

fand dollars.

He was foon afterwards ap-
pointed a poft captain, when he

quitted the fervice and married.

For
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But it was his misfortune to mar-
1y, according to Sir Harry \Ji-
dair’sdefinition; & tyue born Eng-
lith woman of fafhios with a true
French education. The prieft
made them both one fleth, but
their blood it was beyond his
power to unite, He was fiill a
difbanded «<iiicer, and fhe ftill a
women of quality. In fhort,
after he h:d been, feveral years,
entangled,  rather than gently
bound, in the Hymcnzal knot,
Death, in pity to his fufferings,

cut
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cut the thread of Lady Bonne-
grace Gunthorpc’s éxiftence, and
once more fct,nim at liberty, His
fubfequent fufferings, however,
in confequence of the abandoned
condu&t of a favourite fon, who,
after having diffipated nearly half
his fortune in feenes of riot and
debauchery, had privately em-
barked, as a cadet, for the Ead
Indies, drove the captain to utwer
defpond.ncy: 7l at length, dil-
gufied with the world; and 1n-
fenfible o all its. €njoyments, he

deter—
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determined to renounce, for ever,
the fociety of mankind. For this
purpofe, he purchafed an old
caftle, fituated on the borders of
a wild uncultivated foreft in the
north of England: carrying with
him an only daughter, about ten
years old, whom he refolved to
bring up in perfe& innocence,
by depriving her of allintercourfe
with her fellow creatures, except-
ing his own family, which con-
fifted only of one elderly female,
and one male domeftic. In or-

der
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der, moreover, to preclude all
poflibility of a difcovcry, he
changed his name from Gun-
thorpe to that of Vernon, the
name of his favourité admiral,
And by this laft name he will be
known in the courfe of the fol-
lowing narrative. He had lived
but a few years in this folitude,
when his mind, naturally‘tin&ured
with fuperftition, became a prey
to thofe vificnary {cruples, and
idle fancies, which a melancholy
habit, when nourithed by folitude

and
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and ina&ivity, fzldom fails to
produce. In thisdefponding ftate,
he was continually reading the
Pilgrim’s Progrefs, and Sweden-
bourg’s Hiftory of Spirits: and
thefe were: the only books that he
put into the hands of his daugh-
ter. Nor indeed was the beau-
tiful Margaret, of whom we
{L,ull have occafion to fpeak here-
awer, lefs a prey than her futher,
w the mmpulfes of fuperflition.
4 continual recuricnce to the
fime fubje&ts foonrealized in her

Lewill-
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bewildered imagination, the vi-
fions of Bunyan, and the ftill
more wonderful dreams of the

honorable and learned Swede.

The gloominefs of the fituation
ke had chofen, was indeed fuf-
ficient to have created the deepeft
melancholy in minds lefs expofed
toits influence. The houle, which
was placed in a deep valley, was
{urrounded and entirely hidden
by a klarge grove of elm trees,
from which the eternal chatter-

Vor. L C 1



15 SOLITARY CASTLE.

ing of jaysand magpyes, and the
croaking of crows and ravens,
that rcturned in clouds every
evening, from their incurfions
into the foreft, in fearch of food,
formed altogether a clamour more
harth and diffonant than can be
eafily imagined. Beneath the
clms was a thick plantation of
yews, hollies, cypréffes, and other
evergreens: through which were
cut gloomy ferpentine paths: nor
was there any relief for the eye
amidft this difmal fcene, except

from
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from a profufion of frightful
fphynxes, griffins, and hyanas,
that appeared to have been carved
from the over-hanging rocks, by
fome felf-taught Praxitles, at leaft
a dozen centuries ago. Thefe
being placed as a kind of guar-
dians of the walks, grinned moit
horrible {miles at the traveller, as
he paffed through each intcr-
tWiﬁed path, and folitary turn-
ing. Over the front door of
the caftle was a large poruce
fupported by mutilated pilfare,

C 2 alr, 1()12



26 SOLITARY CASTLE.

almoft entirely covered with
horfe thoes which had been placed
there as infallible preventives a-
gainft witchcraft. Nor wasthe in-
fide of the building lefsremarkable.
In the midft of alarge hall, paved
with thick blocks of black marble,
wus a picce of Mefaic work, form-
ed of an affemblage of different
coloured i‘ﬁones, cemented toge-
ther, and difpofed in brdad lights
and fhadows, in imitation of
painting.  This piece was inten-
ded to reprefent the paflage of

C: the
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the Ifraelites through the Red
Sea, and in its place was {ubfti-
tuted another, confifting of fquare
pieces of red brick, interfeted
with {quares of white Portland
flone, of the {ame dimenfions;
which were defigned for the laft
retiring waves. Thefe, however,
being regularly intermixed, had
the appearance of an enormous
draft-board, and the Miacuics,
inftead of purfuing their journey,
appeared at the ficlt glance, bu-

C - fuly
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22 SOLITARY CASTLE,
fily employed in playing at the

game of chefs.

Seven niches were {cooped in
the walls round the hall, in which
feven Kings of England, who
reigned during the heptarchy,
frowned in marble : and to ren-
der the appearance of thefe ffa
tues perfectly terrible, the Cap-
tain had dreffled them all in
fuits of real and complete armour,
which, excepting a univerfal ruft
that overfpread them, had been

litile
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little injured by time, although
they had outlived at leaft three

generations.

Ca CHAP-
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C HAPTTER IL

IN WHICH IS DISPLAYED MUCEH
ERUDITION.

[ {4

WH AT danger can there
be in fuch a trifile?” cried An-
drew, beating with his fpade the
incruftations of blue mould that
adhered to the ring—¢¢ if your
honour will give me leave, T will
venture to pick it up.”

Not
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¢« Not for the world,” ex-
claimed Captain Vernon, haftily
laying hold of his hand,—1 tell
you again you are ignorant of

its evil properties.”

« True, but I guefs its good
ones,” interrupted Andrew, ftoop-
ing down, to examine it more
clofely,—¢ It is certainly gold,—
gold, your honour,,as T am a

fcaman and a finner.”

¢ So much the worfe. Reud

‘.l

[
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the hiftory of demonology, and
you will find that nothing has
proved more deftructive to man-
kind than gold rings in the hands

of black magicians.”

“ Your honour means in the
way of matrimony,” faid An-
drew, flily, ¢ for as to the black
magicians we read of, I fuppofe
they were nothing more or lefs
than perfons who fpliced honeft

tolks together in couples.”

< Atroce
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“ A truce with trifling,” cried
the captain peevifhly,” ever fince
thy keen reply to the admiral, at
St. Fernando, thou has been, up-
on every occafion, attempting to

fhew thy forry wit.”

“ By the Royal George, I had
rather- be keel-hauled than be
told of that Ilund,” faid An-
drew,——¢ The mention of it
brings fo many uanwelcome
thouglits to my remembraazz
But enough of that—Many

inly
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{alt wave bave we floated over
together; many a hot-blooded
Spaniard have we fent hiffing to
the bottom of the fea, in order w0
cool himfclf: and many a town
have we fet fire to in the night,
that we might rob the peaceable
citizens of their gold, by the light
of its flames; force away their
wives and daughters, and in cafe

of refiftance

But enough of
that, as I faid before. We were
told that they were all our ene-
mics: and what right has a fea-

man
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man to think for himfelf? He
has only to obey the orders of
his commanders, and lct them
look to the mifchief they occa-
ﬁoh. It is a linde ftrange, how-
ever, that, after failing round the

whole world together, attacking

and conquering our real enemics
the Spaniards, we fhouid at
length caft anchor in this lons-
{fome corner of it, for no oither
purpefe, but to fight with fucs of
our own making. For, in my

humble opinion, the whele raze

~ i
o1



30 SOLITARY CASTLE,

of apparitions, witches, and fy-
rens, are as harmlefs a fet of
cruizers as ever turned to windward
on this, or the other fide of the
north pole.  Why then fhould
we be continually trying them by
courts martial, when, after all,
we thall never be able to punith

ull we can catch them.”

¢ They have been often
caught,” cried the Captain, fome-
what haftily, ¢ and often pu-
nithed : elfe why have laws been
enacted
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enacdted againft them? Even in
the time of the Romans the De-
cemvzr? caufed a law to be en-
graved on the twelve tablesagainft
witchcraft. It is true, thou haft
never read hiftory, and therefore
art incapable of judging of thefe
matters : but thou haft read thy
bible, Andrew, and furely thou
canft not have forgotten the witch
of Endor. With refpeét to Sy-
rens, I can quote you the Odyf-
fey of Homer to prove thot
Ulyfles, the™wifeft of men, v..e

attac.sod
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attacked and fubdued by them in

Ithaca.”

¢« No need of that,” interrupt-
ed Andrew, darting a quid of
tobacco, with {fome violence, on
the ground. ¢ Ulyfles, I fup-
pofe, was no wifer than the reft
of the crew, and as for the
Ifland of Ithaca, why need we
go fo far for proofs, fince Ihave
been in the fame fituation a fzore

of times, on Portfmouth-psirt.’
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* Thou art ftill pleafant, An-
diew: butl find, thou wilt place
no faith in thefe thisgs. Otferwife
I could recount to theé a thoufand
attefted miracles, as evidences in

favour of my argument.”

¢ Poffible enough. Ttis true
I have no great knowledge of mi-
racles: but, if they are what I
take them for, I thould think that
they would never pafs mufler, at
leaft, as evidence. But that Imav
be able to fteer clear of rocks and

L) N
Vor., I T brefcrs,
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breakers, will your honour firft
bring me acquainted with the
Ship’s company 2

<« You with for a definition r”’

¢« Without doubt,” replied An-
drew, looking wifely, although he
was unable to underftand the
micaning of the word.

« A miracle,” continued Cap-
tain Vernon, * is an effe& above
human, or natural power, per-
formed in atteftation of {fome
wruth, and therefore performed

by fome fupernatural power.”
“ All
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< All that is abeve my com-
prehenfion,” replied Andrew.
“ I have, here, quite loft my
Iongitude, and unlefs we defcend
to plain failing 1 thall never be
able tomake up for kee way. Sup-
pofc your honour were to give
me a {pice of your attefted mi-
racles, as you are pleafed to call
them.”

¢ With all my heart. What
kels than a miracle was that fu-
mous affair of the enormous eg,
that we read of in the Talmud,

D2 which
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which, falling from the fkies,
over{pread the tops of four hun-
dred tall cedars, and, breaking
againft their trunks, deluged with
the liquid - fubftance that fiowed
from its fhell, at leaft forty {ur-
rounding villages? And yet this
ftory, wonderfal as it is, cannot
be compared with that of the
bull, which we alfo read of in
the Talmud, who, every day,
devoured the produce of ten thou-
fand mountains”’

““ This is pliin failing with a



SOLITARY CASTLE. 37

vengeance,” cried Andrew, at-
tempting to fnap afunder, a roll
of twifted tobacco which he drew
from his fide pocket. Butif your
honour will be pleafed to take in
a reef, 1 thall be glad to be in-
formed what you mean by this
faid Talmud.”

“ It is a book,” replied the
Captain, “ that contains the moft
facred writings of the }’e‘wifh
do&ors.”

¢ Split my topfails,” exclaimed
the indignant feaman, < if there

D 3 e
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be a Jew, or a Jfew doftor " 1ix
chriftian. land, 7t has faitiv
enough to believe in fuch vaga-
ries.”

¢ Thou art much miftaken,
friend. The celebrated . Mifna is
fraught with fa&s fill more won-
derful. I need only mention the
ferpent that eat a frog larger
than a whole village, and was
afterwards {eized by a crow, that
inftantly flew into the next tree,
and there devoured his prey. The.
fiory, thovch to thee it may- ap~

vear
i
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pear incredible, is, at this. very
hour, beliecved by eyvery tribe
of Hebrews, from Duke’s place
to ]erufalem.”

The only anfwer that Andrew
made to this bold aflertion, was
a loud whittle: and the Captain
proceeded to finifh his catalogue
of wonders. ¢ Thou feemeft
confounded, Andrew,” faid he,
“ but thy furprife is merely the
effeét of thy ignorance. In the
writings of antiquity we ™ot
with ftories infinitely more a‘lo-

D4 ,niihfﬂg‘
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nithing than the truths which I
have related: and yét, I muft
own, that there are fome even of
thofe, which I cannot bring my-
felf to regard as mere fables.
Perhaps thou haft never heard
of the nymph Alcvone, who was
drowned by thipwreck, and after-
wards turned into a kingsnfher?”

¢« Never, vour honour.”

¢ Nor of the three fifters, -
dufa, Stheno and Eurayle, whofe
F.eads were- covered with fnakes
inftead of hair.

“ Never!?
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¢ Never!” cried Andrew, grin-
ning moft frightfully.

¢« Nor of the giant Oron,” con-
tinued the captain, ¢ who was fo
tall that he could walk acrofs the
Atlantic ocean, with his head
above water.”

“ Never!” repeated Andrew.

¢ Nor of Ceneus, the famous
dwarf, whofe height, at thirty
years of age, did not excecd half
the length of the right arm of
Alexander’s ftatae.”

““ I never heard of this Craeous,”
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faid Andrew, enraged at his
mafter’s credulity,and determined
to revenge himfelf, by advancing,
in his turn, fome fi¢tion ﬁi‘H rore
extravagant,—‘ I never heard,
I fay, cf this dwarf: but I recol-
le&& having feen with my own
eyes, a French gentleman, much
fmaller than Monfieur Cereus:—
*Zounds, Sir, they were no more
to be compared than a three
decked man ¢! war to a Gofport
wherry.”

“ Is it poffible?” cried the

.
cipti- Ny
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eaptain.—*¢ Perhaps, then, he
was as diminutive as Madian of
HalicarnafJus, who was barely
half a cubit in height.”

¢ Much {maller,” anfwered
Andrew, afluming a lock of gra-
vity,

“ He was, then, as puny as
Pheraulus, the Perfian orator.”

¢ Smaller fill.”

« Or as Tytyrus of Alexan-
dria: or the two Roman brothers,
Thyrfis and Idmon.”

<« A millicn times lefs thau

f1
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the leaft of them all,” replied
Andrew. ¢ I know of nothing,
in nature, fmall enough to com-
pare him with: but your honour
will have fqme notion of his
fize, when I aflure, on the faith
of a feaman, that he once un-
dertook a journey acrofs a Quieen-
Ame’s farthing, and was a whole
day performing it.”

¢ Thou lieft, infolent varlet!”
exclaimed the writated captain,
feeling the whole force of ¢
teaman’s refoit courteons, ¢ Thou

lieft
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lieft from thy foul. Tt is not
‘poffible, in the order of things,
that fuch a being fhould live.”

¢« He lived, it is truc, but a
thort time,” continued Andrew,
“ for fcarce had he got half
way on his return, when, paffing
over the right fhoulder of Bri-
tannia, he fell into an unlucky
ferateh that chanced to be in the
coppér, and unfortunately broke
his neck!”

fThis farcaftic reply proved =

coup mortel to the captoin’s caniz;

wha
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who, after darting a2 look of
ineffable contempt at his oppo-
nent, quitted the field of bartle,
leaving the fon of Neptune to
enjoy the honour of the vidiery,
and the pofTefﬁQn of the ring;
which, however, after zil, wss
found to have adorned, not the
finger of a hero, or a demiz=d,
as we at firft conjedtured, but
the mofe of a 7/'yirhslion hog,
that had formerly been deprived
of this cankered badge, whilft he
was grubbing up the earth, in
fearch of fallen Acorns.

CH P,
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C HAPTETR 11T,

V

'WHICH, THOUGH SHORT, CONTAINS
SOMLTHING EXTRAORDINARY,

jS INCE the days of the face-
tious Fielding, it feems to have
been an almoft invariable cufiom
for the writer of fiGitious hiltc1v
to prefent his readers with a por-
trait of his heroine, who, ir.ceed,
has always a juft claim rto thew

admiration ;
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admiration: being of courfe * the
moft beautiful of all beautiful wo-
men in the univerfe.” But the
prefent  hifterian, having once
heard it obferved, that no man
was ever great by imitation, has
determined to leave the road fo
often trodden by his predeceflors,
and to firike cut a new path for
aimfelf. Let not the reader, how-
cver, too haftily imagine that Mifs
Gunthorpe, or, as we muft now
call her, Mifs Vernon, has no
pretenfions to beauty, and there-

fora
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fore thrinks fiom a comparifon
-with thofe enchaniing creatures
whom we have juft mentioned.
No—To expan! the human face
to its full perfe&ion, fays the
folid Johnfon, it feems neceflary
that the heart fhould co-operate
by placidnefs of content or con-
fcioufnefs of fuperiority. In or-
der, thercfore, to fhew (howe-
ver frange it may feem) that
the lovely Margaret -had a face
exquifitely  beaunful, we fhall
here take -the liberty to difflect

Vou. L. D) hel
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her heart. But before we take
up the incifion knife, we will
caution a few of the fair readers-
of romances to pafs onto the fol-
lowing chapter, left an exhibition.
fo uncommon, inftead of adding
to their flock of pleafant ideas,
thould fill them with fenfations
of horror and difguft. To the
more {erious and lefs timorous
of the fex, no apology will be
offered, becaufe the who dares
to examine her own heart, need
not be afraid of viewing that

of
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of another. The minute con-
templation of a fkeleton has faved
the life of many a patient.

But why fhould we carry on
the comparifon, fince ours is not
a frightful anatomical  diffe&ion;
but rather a prospecTUS of the
different paffions that agitated the
mind of our heroine, as they
fprung one out of another, and
ofl, as the fpeator will obferve,
from the principal root——VIR-
TUE,

E2 Struld
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‘Should the reader, in the courfe
of the following narrative, be at
a lofs to account-for the unex-
ampled condué of the beautcous
Margaret, let him turn back, and

e
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once more examineher heart. He
will there find the fpring of all

her aétions.

CHAZP
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€ HAPTER Iv.

A PHENOMENON.

ON the north fide of the grove
that {urrounded the caftle, there
‘was a pair of mafly iron gates,
leading to the foreft, near which
Captain Vernon had ereéted a
fortof gothictemple under a clump
«of cedars, During fummer, he

frequently
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frequently paffed the afterncon
in this retreat, with his daughter,
who generally ‘read to him the
Pilgrim’s  Progrefs, while he
{moked his pipe, and furveyed
the furrounding folitary landfcape,
confifting, fimply -of a wide ex-
tent of brakes, furzes,.and bri-
ars, with a few white rocks fcat-
tered on the back ground: above
which a long chain of black and
barren mountains reared their
lofty heads, and terminated the
vIewW.

E 4 Cn
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On 2 fine fummer evening,
about the middle of July, as he
was fitting in the manner juft
defcribed, he was not a litle
furprifed, on cafting his eyes a-
crofs the foreft, at the fight of
a large obicular body, which ap-
peared to fail through the atmo-
fphere in various diretions, till,
at length, it mounted perpen-
dicularly to an immenfe height,
and appeared for fome time to
hover over the diftant mcuntains.

Warmed by the enthufiaim of

the
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the pages which Margaret had
been reading, and thinking- this
appearance no lefs than a mira-
cle, the Captain inftantly ran into
the houfe, to fummon the fervants
to the fpot, particularly the houfe-
keeper, for whofe perfon he had
the higheft veneration, although
he did not entertain quite fo good
an opinion of her judgment: the
phyfiological difputes which were
frequent between them, being
fometimes carried to an cxtent
that far exceeded the bounds of

mod.ro-
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moderation. Mr. Vernon’s hy-
pothefis refpeing fupernatural
beings had always been reje&ed,
end vigoroufly oppofed by Mrs.
Dejolimie, for that was the name
of this favourite domeftic, who
was the widow of a French of-
ficer, and whofe conftitutional
frame of mind was fodiametrically
-oppaiite to the gloomy difpofition
«of the Cuptain, that the partook of
all the characeriftic levity of her
mation. Nothing could equal the
Captain's furpufe when, on hiz

Feurg
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return to the temple, on the fkirts
.of the foreft, where he had left his
daughter, h? found that the erb
‘had approachud fo near during
his atfence, that -he could now
diftingvith a phantom, fufpended
to it, which appearcd to have
painted wings, waving in one
hand a flag of various colours,
-and with the other, majeftically
pointing to the fkies. His joy at
fo furprifing and unexpeGed o
fight was fo exceffive that he
was deprived of all arterance, and

AR
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abfolutely rivetted to the fpot
where he ftood. The colour in-
ftantly mounted into his cheeks:
he caft his eyes, firft on his daugh-
ter, and then with more ftedfaft-
nefs on Mrs. Dejolimie, at the
fame time pointing towards the
phenomenon, as if he had faid
“ I have conquered!——This is
the moment of conviction and of
triumph.”

This profound filence was foon
interrupted by the arrival of An-

drew, who came running fuil

(o]

{peed
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{peed through the grove, towards
the temple, with a large telefcope
on his thoulder, which he pre-
fented tothe Captain with the fol-
lowing curious addrefs.

“ When we were at fea your
honour difcovered many an ene-
my by means of this inftrament.
As to the firange fail that has juft
hove in fight, we fhall foon be
able to bring her to, if you will
keep a good look out, while I
juft ftep into jthe hall for army
and ammunition, It 1s truc we

SO ARITS
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much expect a hot aétion, for if
the commander of yonder veflel,
who hangs to the fhrouds like a
Kampfchatka cat, be not either a
Frenctiman or a devil, why then
I do not know how to diftinguith
the jib-boom from the main hal-
hards.”

“ Le Frenchman or % diable,”
repeated Mrs, Dejolimie, fome-
what hurt by the comparifon,
“ ma for, Monficur ke Capitaine,
notvidflanding you have {o much
of de liberté in England, your

meancr
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meaner f{ervants take more dan
detr thare of de commodite. Mais
en meme temps, vat you call du
live ting to de fky : for I amfome
little effirayee.”

“ It is impofiible for me, at
prefent, to judge of its fpecies, or
properties,” anfwered the Cap-
tain, eagerly looking through the
glafs, ¢ but as nearly as I am
able to guefs, it is what the great
Swedenbourg calls a fpirit of the
firt ftate. Thefe are a fort of
beings that exift fpiritually ia

form
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form and in fubftance. He ac-
knowledges that he has feen and
converfed with them at various
times: nor did he ever remark
in them any thing that differed
from the human form: and, that
this might not be fulpeéted of
being a deception, or vifion of
the 1magination, he has feen them
when quite awake, and in all
the clearnefs of fenfible percep-
t.on.”

“ I have read the paflage a

b

thoufand tmes,” cried Margaret,

who
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who had liftened to her father’s
thapfody with the greateft atten-
tion,—* and I believe it to be
true to a fyllable.”

“ Mon diew, quelle extravagance”
was the only anfwer that the
indignant houfekeeper dcigned
to give to the ridiculous affer-
tions.  Mecanwhile the rial
{phere defcended fhill nearer to
the earth, and a moft cmbar-
raffing converfation took place
betwecen the Captain, and the
fuppofed fupernatural being. It

Vor. L F was
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was, however, in the higheft de-
gree, pleafant, capricious, and lu-

dicrous,

CHAP.
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CHAPTER V.

AN UNEXPECTED VISIT.

[14
FEAR ever argues a dege-

nerate mind: T will fpeak to it,
therefore, be the confequences
ever fofatal,” cried Captain Ver-
non. He immediately feized his
daughter and Mis, Dejoiimic by
the arm, and ran with them out

T 5 s
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of the temple, towards that pare
of the foret where the orb ap-
peared to defcend with great ra-
pidity. No fooner had he arrived
at the {fpot, than he applied to
his mouth a fpeaking trumpet
which he had brought with him
from the temple, and deliberately
bending on one knee, repeated
fomething like the following words
from Shakefpeare, with great fo-
lemnity—¢ Be’tt thou a fpirit of
health or goblin damn’d 5 be thy
intents wicked or charitable, thou

comeft
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comeft in -fuch a queftionable
fhape, that I will fpeak to thee,
Oh anfwer me,—~Lect me not
burft in ignorance, but tell from
whence thou cam’®t, and what
thouart?”

“ We fhall have time enough
for jefting hereafter, Sir, cried the
phantom. For the prefent, I with
to be informed where I am: for
that black thunder-cloud through
which [ have juft taken a flizht,
‘has hidden the earth frora my
view, exaltly feventeon ~unutss

.li‘ 3 o ‘]'j
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y
and three quarters, by my ftop
watch.”

« Heaven and earth! exclaim-
ed Caprain Vernon, turning to
Mrs. Dejolimie, and his daughter,
1s it pofiible that immortal beings
thould make ufe of ftop-watches:”

“ Why not, my dear papa?
cried Margaret, with all imagina-
ble fimplicity: we have read, you
know, that they havé beautful
habitations, replete with magni-
ficent rooms, chambers, and apart-
ments, all mofi elegantly fur-

nithed :
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nithed: and T do not fee why
they fhould not wear gold watches
as ornaments to their drefs.”
«Tellme, I conjure you, where
I am, repeated the phantom, for
I can defcend in this place, with
much facility., The levity of the
machiné will prevent my falling
with any great violence: and I
thall take care to difcharge fome
of my ballaft.” So faying, he
threw down a quantity of bags,
bowes, and bafkets, and the af-
frighted captain, and his compa-

j O MCLE
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nions were prefently covered with
a thower of bifcuits, fruit, and
confectionaries that fell from
them.

¢« This is all enchantment, ex-
claimed Margaret, creeping clofe
to her father, and laying her
trembling hand on his thoulder.

“ Itbe fo fort extraordinaire,
{aid Mrs. Dejolimic, dat I cannot
believe my fenfes.”

The Captain who, for a mo-
ment, had ftoed {peechlefs with
aftonifhment, tock frefh couraga,

}
and
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and feieing his fpeaking trumpet,
again addrefled his difcourfe to
the phantom.— It is plain that
I have hitherto ftudied to little
purpofe, faid. he, for in the
courfe of my reading, I never re-
member to have feen it afferted
that apparitions had the power of
eating. Yet by the relics which
you have now husled to the earth,
it is certain that yourb highnefs is
peflefled of fuch a privilege. 1
thall be glad to be informed, whe-
ther you have alfo the peculiz:

’
AnVdine



74 SOLITARY CASTLE.

advantage of drinking ftrong li-
quors :”

“ You are pleafed, Sir, to be
merry with my highne/s, cried the
fuppofed phantom, with a voice
of thunder, but it is now time that
you thould put an end to this iil-
timed mockery, and prepare fe-
rioufly to facilitate my defcenfion.
As to drinking, I have finithed
during my flight, two bottles of
claret, two of hock, three of chim-
paigne, a tankard of porter, and
a half pint rummer of brandy,

and
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and all within the fpace of five
hours and fifteen minutes, in which
time I have performed a journey
of more than a hundred leagues,
at the height of at leaft feven
miles above the clouds, where
the air was fo extremely rari-
fied that it has prevented the li-
quor from taking any mere cffeét
upon my fenfes than if it had
been fo much cold water.”

“ By the feven wonders of the
world, replied the capmin, *hou
haft made a moft perfilices of-

fertion.
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fertion. I am now convinced
that you arc not what I, at firft,
imagined you to be, but rather
a demon of darknefs: for I have
always underftood thatit is not
pofiible for good fpirits to utter a
falfechood, there bcing but one
fimple language ufed among them,
nor 1: that language learnt, but
natural to every .one, flowing
{pontaneouily from their affeGtions
and thoughts, whilft the found of

the voice correfponds to the aifec-

sion, and the articulations of thas

- ]

U,
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found, or the words, to the ideas
or thoughts proceeding from that
affe€tion: and as their language
correfponds thereto, it is alfo {pi-
ritual, and may be called a found-
ing affetion, and a fpeaking
thought.”

The @rial voyager had, atfirf},
entertained no other idea but that
Mr. Vernon’s extravagant actions
were intended as mere.pleafant-
ries: but this laft harangue, which
had been delivered with much
gravity, and with the moft earnef:

attention,
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attention, had induced him to con-
clude without hefitation that the
Captain was more of a madman
than a humourift.

During this converfation he per-
ceived that his car had defcended
too britkly. In order, therefore,
to check its courfe, and to pre-
vent bis falling into a deep marfthy
fwamp, then directly beneath
him, he judged it neceffary to
throw-out all his remaining bal-
laft, confifting of a firange and
fantaftical mixture of fand-bags,

dial-
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dial-plates, flannel waiftcoats, and
brafs compaffes. The machine
inftantly towered aloft.

Amidft the numerous articles
that were h}owered from the car,
Captain Vernon obferved a note
book, that had fallen among
fome withered brakes on the edge
of the morafs, He immediately
ran to pick it up: and his furprife
was encreafed beyond all bounds
when he had read the follbwing:
unintelligible and disjoitted mr.-
morandums, which he, at cnce,

con el
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concluded to have been penned
by an inhabitant of fome other
world: and, indeed, to judge
merely  from appearances, the
conjeture was not at all unrea-
fonable.

—— Detached air thermo-
“ meter 54— { he thicknefs of the
< firatum of clouds not to be dif-

¢ covered. Iris moft beautifully

~

<

painted~=The brilliant goddefs
“ appears to fhower tranfparent
“ drops into Lord Rockingham’s
* canal.—The equatorial hoop.
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by no means to be touched —
At ten minutes paft four turned
out the pigeon; barometer 283
—Succefiive falls of fnow glit-
tering in the {fun beams. Wool-
len waiftcoats not {uflicient
proofs againft the intenfe cold
—N.B. Threw out an empty

¥From nine

brandy bottle.
A. M. to three quarters paftten,

my flight at leaft feven miles

above the higheft clouds.
N B.Iwasparticularly careful «c
obferve the wvis inertie. At onc

Vor. L, G PN
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¢ P. M. the car at its higheft akti~
« tude. The ancient hypothefis
¢ that the flight of birds is omi-
¢ nous not altogether impoffible.
«« &5 The pigeon in 1ts defeent fell’
“ in with a company of rooks, and’
< at length alighted on the magnifi-
<« cent villa of the Duke of Bedford.
«« Attwo P. M. T carched the firft
¢“ clance of the earth, and faw
¢ three human figures running
* acrofs a wide foreft., 'The
« obliquenefs of the fun’s rays
‘“ dyed them the colour of blood.

“ The
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X Thefirft manwhoapproaches
“ near me, on my defcenfion,
“ thall be compelled to rife in
¢ the car, in order to try what
« effe@ arnde of a few miles
«. above the clouds will produce
“ upon a perfon entirely unac-
¢ quainted with =rial navigation..
¢« N. B. It will certainly make
“ him air _fick.”

¢ Thank you for the hint, ex-
claimed the captain, throwing
away the note book with all pof
fible indignation.. It is true, I

G2 have
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Have made the tour of this globe,
in company with a good old Eng-
lith admiral ; but I have no fort
of inclination to undertake a voy-
age round the other world with a
foreign commander in chief,—
an apparition in regimentals, who,
for any thing I know, may pour
a broad fide of his czleftial ithot
into the veflel, and fink me be-
fore I have well weighed an-
chor.”

“ For heaven’s fake, my dear
Sir, cried Margaret, let us fly

from
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from the impending danger. If
this thould prove one of thofe ma-
fevolent fpirits that I have read of,
in the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, we fhall
be loft inevitably.”

“ You are in de right, ma chere,
faid Mrs. Dejolimie, next to con-
quering an adverfary dere is no
ting in de varld fo glorious as to
take to de heel, and run away.”

¢« Am I not a Britith feaman @

cried the Captain, with fome

fitle impetuofity.
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« Sans doute,” replied Mrs, De-
jolimie.

«« How then, he continued, can
you fuppofe me capable of flying
from the enemy? Rather than be
guilty of fuch an a& of cowardice,
I will be hung alive, at the maft
‘head, till T become food for fea-
gulls.—I am not willing, it is
true, to begin the attack, and
‘thercfore fhall keep zt a reafona-
ble diftance from the enemy.”

During this converfation, the
1z hine by feme means was en-

tangled
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¢angled among the tops of fome
tall trees that grew i ‘the hedge
row, near the iron gates, leading
to the caftle. The voyager moft
vehemently entreated Mr.Vernon
o catch hold of the end of a large
cable, which he threw down, in
order to be liberated from his
confinement. But the Captain,
with inimitable obftinacy, refufed
to ftir a fingle ftep to his affiti-
ance; decluring ¢ that if the vel-
fel was in danger the mafts ought
.20 be cut mway, but for his uw

ooa P,
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part, as he fufpe&ed it was no-
thing but a ghy/tly pirate that was
providentially on the. point of be-
ing wrecked-on his dominions, he
would {ooner be impaled alive by
Scythian Indians than touch a
rope of the thip: unlefs by fuch
means he could accelerate her
deftru&ion.

A difpute enfued that would
have taken a very ferious turn on
the part of the voyager, who was
now, by the Captain’s egregious
fimplicity, deprived of all pa-

uence.
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zence, had not the return of An-
drew terminated the affray in a
manner  extremely  laughable.
That honeft {fcaman, as the reader
well remembers, on the firft ap-
pearance of the phanomenon,
had defired his mafter to kecp 2
firi¢t watch, promifing that, in
the mean while, he would fetch
both arms and ammuniion,  So
zealous had he beor in the exe-
cution of this promifc, that, in
{pite of diflicultes apparenuy in-
furmountable, he had removed-a

hea
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heavy piece of artillery that had
lain in the court yard ever fince
the conclufion of the Anfonian
Voyage, and was now actually
dragging it up a fteep afcent by
the grove fide, that it might be
ready, in cafe of emergency.
The conteft, which he overheard,
as foon as he arrived at the fum-
mit of the hill, and the contemp-
ruwous geftures of the Caprain,
vhom: he obferved waving his hat
in the air, at the fame time pour-
‘e ferth whdle vollies of jea-oathe,

Were
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were, in the opinion of Andrew,
indubitable fignals for aétion. He
therefore fixed the cannon behind
a thick row of evergreens, where
he was unobferved, and having
loaded it, and fixed the point, as
near as he was able, in a dire&
line with the bod ; of the ®ronaut,
he pulled out a tinder box which
ae had purpofely brought from
the caftle, ftruck a Iight, and fet
fire to the priming without farthey
ceremony.  The amazement of

the Captain and the ladics, eon

hoarime
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hearing the found of a cannon re-
verberate through the grove, fo
extremely near to them, could be
equalled only by the confufion of
the eeronaut, who, in the inftant,
found himfelf fprawling in a
quickfet hedge: for the grape thot
from the cannon had fhivered the
car into ten thoufand pieces, and
the unfortunate voyager had been
fent to the earth by an impulfive
motion at leaft as {wift as that

which originally whirled him to

e 4]
o= dkigs,
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If Captain Vernon had, at firft,
fome difficulty in believing that
this extraordinary vifitor was a
human being, like himfelf, he was
now convinced of his error, by
the woeful appearance of the
veyager, whofe countenance,
when he firft emerged from the
buthes, was ftuck over with thorns,
as full as a pincu‘hion, and having
been fcratched into a kind of re-
gular net-work, ftreamed with
blood fo copioufly that there

needed
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needed no other tokens of mor-
tality.

It was not long before a proper
explanation took place between
the parties: and the ftranger was
invited into the caftle, ia order tc
have his wounds drefled by Mrs.
Dejolimie,and to partake of fome

neceflary refrefhments,

CHAP.,
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€ HAPTER VI.

A LOVE SCENE—H1GHLY ROMANTIC.

THE charms of the lovely
Margaret had made fo deep an
impretiion on the ftranger’s heart,
thot, trom the firft moment he faw
her, he determined to poflefs her,
at the rifque of every thing that

was dear and valuable to him on

eartly,
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earth. It is true, however, as
we fhall find in the courfe of the
narrative, that he did not enjoy
the good things of this world in
an eminent degree.  The ven-
ture, therefore, was lefs than might
at firft, have been expe&ed. Ne-
ver, indeed, was an enterprize
undertaken with fo much proba-
bility of fuccefs, for, of all women
on earth, Mifs Vernon was the
lealt auulified to defend herfelf
againft the dangcrous attacks of
her admirer, whcfe favourite

boaft
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boaft had ever been that he was
fecond to no man in the arts of
female feduétion.

The characters of Margaret
and Mr, Chartres, for that was
the ftranger’s name, formed a
contraft fingularly firiking. The
one was a compofition of fimpli-
city, ignorance, and generofity ;
the other was made up of treach-
ery, perfidy, and cunning. She
might have cxclaimed, with Mi-
randa, in the Tempeft, that L2
was the third man the €’er tad

Vor. L H lotea
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looked upon: and he, in the
words of fome hero of the ftage,
might have replied that he had
feen and conquered half the fine
women in Europe.

On the third evening of the
ftranger’svifitat Captain Vernon’s,
happening to ftray through the
grove that {furrounded the caftle,
he beheld the beautcous Marga-
ret, fitting under an elm, on a
large block of white marble. A
honey fuckle in full bloom crawled
loxuriantly  over the fpreading

brancles
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branches of the elm, and formed,
asit were, a canopy of flowers
over her head. The blue violet,
and yellow cowllip were promif~
euoully {prinkled among the high
grafs that grew around her; a ra-
pid fiream, that rufhed from the
foreft, in forcing its paffage thro®
a quantity of broken ftones that
had fallen from an adjoining rock,
dathed its white froth in the air,
and broke into a variety of beau-
tful cafcades: the bees that
fwarmed among the green bran-

H 2 char
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ches of the trees, were humming
their vefpers in the departing fun-
thine: the plaintive nightingale
had juft began her fong:—In
fhort the {cenery was fo extremely
wild and fanciful that it would
have charmed the moft romantic
lover in the univerfe.

Mr. Chartres did not hefitate a
moment to throw himfelf at Mar-
garet’s feet, and to declare his
paffion: which he delcribed in
{uch extravagant terms, that haz
he {poken in the language of the:

Gentoos
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Gentoos the fimple Margaret
would have underflood him with
cqual facility.

“ Ah! divine Mifs Vernon,
hc cried, in this embarraffing fi-
tuation how fhall I prove to you
the fincerity of my heart? Tt is
not enough to tell you that I love
~—that T adore you—No! I will
be an eternal flave to yow
charms: and only requeft that
you will make as lightas poffibl_,
thofe chains which you have al

ready forged.”
it L.
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¢ In good faith, you are ex+
tremely merry, Sir, replied Mar-
garet.”

« Would that I were, rejoined
Mr. Chartres. No, charming
girl, my heart is too full of inqui-
etude. You have eternally robbed
me of repofe.”

I am forry for it. If you did
not flecp well laft night, T will

take care to order that »

¢¢ Talk not of fleep, thou beau-
weous infenfible. I tell you again
that I languith in your abfence.

But
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But I will no longer exift without
you: for I am determined, from
this inftant to follow you as faith-
fully as your own lovely thadow.”

“ You will then purfue me
only when the fun fhines,” re-
plied Margaret.

« A cruel jeft, refumed Mr.
Chartres. Under the appearance
of fimplicity you are too inge-
nious in giving me pain. But it
is plain that T am doomed to eter-
nal difgrace and mifery. T fee
too clearly that I have not {fuili-
cient merit -to attradt your :tten-

H 4 £ion.
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tion. Ah! Margaret, would the

forfeit of my life make you happy,
I fwear Ly all the hoft of hea-

tH

ven

““ Hold, Sir, interrupted Mar-
garet, before you proceed any
further, I have one queftion to
propofe to you.”

"¢ Quickly then, he cried, let it
be put: whatever it be, I will
anfwer it with the firndtelt fide-
lity.”

“ You will not deceive me.”

be
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be my portion in thisworld, and

b24

in the next everlaft
¢ Nay—you are not difpofed
to liflen to me.”

“ By heaven I am, he replied.
Speak, forl can brook no longer
delay. Tam almoft furious with
pain.”

¢ Why then, Sir, T will be
brief in my demand.—Did you
ever read the Pilgrim’s Progrefs:”

¢ The Pilorim’s Progrefs, re-
peated Mr. Chartres, {ufiocated
»ithrage and dlarvontment—

RS
& i
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'The Pilgrim’s Progrefs. Good
‘God, what infenfibility! Is it
really poffible, Mifs Vernon, that
you can be ferious in propounding
a queftionfo futile and extraneous,
in this moment of fufpenfe and a-
gitation ?”

¢ My meaning is clear, Sir.
When I prevented the procefs of
your {peech, you were on the
point of making a moft {olemn
oath: but had you read the book
in queftion, you would have

»

Xnown

« May
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“ May I perifth, he cried, if
this be not too much, infinitely
too much to bear. But I under-
ftand you: the tendency of your
difcourfe 1s clear to me as the
light of the meridian fun. You
mean to trifle with my paffion.
I read too plainly my deftiny, in
your downcaft eyes. Ina word,
you do notlove, Mifs Vernon.”

« Indeed 1do,” cried the art-
lefs Margaret,

“ Then am I the happieft of
beings, he exclaimed, moft ca-

gerly
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gerly prefling her hand to his
lips.  Yet fuffer me not to be
deceived ;—let the delicious found
once more vibrate on my ear.”

¢ Once more, then, I regard
you with the moft unaffected ten-
dernefs: for I have always been
direfted to love my enemies.”

¢« And is it thus, after all, that
my paffion is requited > Yet tell
me—tell me, thou cruel fair one,
in wiat partcular inftance have I
beor {o uatertunate as toincur the
1o reach of fo odious a name as

Pl
inat
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that of an cnemy to' the moft
beautiful woman upon earth.”

“ Ireally do not know, Sir,
replied Margaret, the moft beau-
tiful woman on earth can alone
an{wer that queftion.”

“ Ah! ceafe this fpecious pre-
varication, and tell me, without
difguife, that your heart has de-
clared in my favour.”

«“ Pardon me, Sir, I dare not
utter a direct falfehood.”

“ Thus then, charming Mar-
garct, let me 1o1ee the confefit-a

from
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from your rofy lips.” With thefe
words, he caught her in his arms,
and would have proceeded to the
moft unwarrantable freedoms,
had not her fhricks brought the
Captain, who fortunately hap-
pened to be walking in the grove,
to her affiftance.”

The waves of the Atlantic
ocean, when affailed by the moft
furious whirlwind, never boiled
with greater impetuofity than the
paffions of the enraged com-
mander, when he bceheld his

dauzhrer
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daughter ftruggling in the firan-
ger’s arms. He ran up to the
affailant, and in the moft peremp-
tory, but atthe fame time, comi-
cal manner, demanded if he
could fawim.

So firange a queftion, accom-
panied with the threatening looks
of the Captain, did nota little en-
creafe Mr. Chartres’ embarrafl
ment. He, however, fummoned
all his courage to his aid, and with
a well-diffembled look of defiance,
anfwered in the negative.

Thﬁ:rl
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¢ Then you may fink and be
d

Look you, young gentleman, you

, rejoined the commander.

came here by air, and fhall as
certainly go home by water. So
you may picpare for your vovage:
for it I do not inftantly fet vou
afloat, may it be my fate to be
brought to a court martial, com-
pafed of freth-water feamen, and
hung at the vard arm of a Yar-
mouth fithing {mack.”

Scarce had the commander pro-
nounced thefe werds, when he

fcized
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feized Mr. Chartres, and tripping
up his heels, threw him with great
violence into the rivulet. The
unfortonate culprit was carried
with fuch  rapdity down the
fiream, that he was out of fight
in a moment: while the Captain,
nearly choaked with “laughter,
continued cracking his fea-jokes :
declaring that, fince the firu&ure
of the Royal William, he had never

fecn a more promifing launch.

Vor. L. I CHAP.
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CHAPTER VIL

A HAIR-BRAINED PROJECT.

THE cruel reprehenfion, the
unexpeéted defeat, and, above all,
the fevere drenching which Mr.
Chartres had expericnced, would
have quenched every fpark of
gallantry in a mind lefs ardent
than that of our hero. But he,

like
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like a fkilful pilot, who augments
his exertions in proportion to the
violence of the tempeft, deter-
mined to refit cvery impediment,
and to purfue his courfe, in fpite
of the dangers that furrounded
him. He had no inclination, it
1s true, to provoke the farther re-
fentment of Captain Vernon, who
thrcatened him with all the hor-
rors of naval difcipline, unlefs he
inftantly quitted the caftle. He,
therefore, found it neceflary to
bid a reluétant adien to the lovely

| @) IMar-
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Margaret.  But he left her with
a fecret refolution to return as
foon as pefiible, in order, by fome
lucky expedient, to fatisfy both
his love and revenge.

What this expedient w as to be,
he had not yet determined: but
whiift he meafurcd his folitary
fteps aciofs the foreft, (for he was
reduced to the neceffity of return-
ing to the neareft markettown on
foot) he had zmple leifure for the
formation of his plan. On his
arrival at a fmall alehoufe, in the

extremuty



SOLITARY CASTLE., 7

extremity of the foreft, at which
he flopped to take fome refrefh-
ment, he concluded upon the
following firatagem.

During his fhort refidence at
the caftle, he remembered to
kave heard Mr.-Vernon frequently
make mention of a particular
friend, who had formerly failed
with him in the Centuricn, and
who had amaficd a confiderable
fortune: but having been regu-
larly trained to the fea, he had
never fince been able to Live ¢n

he

[

-
J
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thore with any fatisfadtion to
himfelf,  Though much ad-
vanced in years, he had lately
undertaken a trading voyage to
the Weft Indies.

This gentleman had taken with
him a large venture on Captain
Vernon’s account, and a {mall
one on the part of Andrew: both
of whom, therefore, looked for-
ward to his arrival with the great-
eft degree of impatience and anx-
iety.. MIr. Chartres, then, deter-
mined, as foon as he fhould arrive

-

1
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in town, to difpatch two of his
affociates to the hedge-row ale-
houfe, in which he now was, and
which was fituated at the diftance
of twelve miles from the cafile.
« A letter, faid he, fhall be fent
from hence to Captain Vernon,
bearing the fignature of his friend,
which fhall announce the fafe ar-
rival of the fhip at Falmouth, and
acquaint the Captain, that, having
been fo fortunate as to bring home
a confiderable treafure on his con-
fideration, he has himfelf under-

14 taken
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taken the charge of it: but that a
trifling accident which has juft be-
fallen him onthe road, has obliged
him to requeft the affiftance of the
Captain and his fervant. In the
mean while a chzife fhall be in
waiting on the foreft, at a proper
diftance from the caftle, and, as
foon as the two honeft feamen
hayve weighed anchor, and fet fail
on this fruitlefs cruife, the exe-
cutors of the firatagem fhall drive
up to the gates, and deliver to
Margaret the moft plaufible fum-

133008
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mons they can devife, for her im-
mediate attendance on the Cap-
tain, and her fuppofed Godiather.
The moment the fleps into the
chaife will, of courfe, be the mo-
ment of {uccels.  The pofiiilion,
throughan unaccountable miftake,.
will turn the horfes heads towards
London;.and thus, ina few hours,
I thall have in my arms one of
the fineft women 1a England;
who, though fhe will not bring
me much cordial affe&ion, will
zecompenfe me by a fortune of

fir
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fix thoufand pounds, to which I
fhall have an undoubted claim, as
foon as I have caufed her to take
a morning lounge with me, at the
next parifh church.—An objet
which I fhall moft certainly ac-
complith either by force or arti-
fice.”

Having thus formed his hair-
brained proje@®, Mr. Chartres
journeyed to town, with all poffi-
ble diligence, in order to put it
1nto execution,

CHAP,
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CHAPTER VIII.

A PAIR OF PORTRAITS,

THE chara&er of Mr, Chartres
has, no doubt, been fhrewdly
guefled at: we fhall not therefore
ftop to comment upon it in this
place. But a few words refpect-
ing the two companions who are
to affift him in his enterprize, as

they are about to be introduced to
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the reader’s notice, will not, per-
haps, be entirely ufclefs.

Mr. Le Fleur was the fruit of an
illicit amour, between an Italian
opera girl, and an Englith peer.
His mother unfortunaiciy made a
falfe ftep as the was performing in
a celebrated Fingalian dance,
which was the occafion of his
blundering into the world nearly
two monchs before he was expect-
ed by his friends  He drcw his
firlt breatk. behind the {cenes of

e opera howfe. This fon cf
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Signora Celeftina, being bred inan
Italian family, was fo well in-
firu&ted in mufic, and had {fo won-
derful a tafte, that he was a tole-
rable mufician before ‘he could
fpeak. "His nurie, inftead of Chevy
Chafe, and the Children of the I ood,
would {ing to him nothing but the
fofteft Italian airs: and fo accuf
tomed were his litile eare to chro-
matic notes, that it was {aid he was
never heard even to thrick out of
tune? Before he was three years
old, the barbarous old Englith jig

¢ Tho black joke,” being azcidehi-
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tally played on a barrel organ un-
der his window, produced fuch an
effe@ on hisnerves that he overfet
a tea-table, and deftroyed a fet
of porcelain of confiderable value.
At the age of fourteen he was fen-
to Rome, where he invented a
new {pec’es of fiddle ftrings, exa-
mined - the pi&ure frames in the
Vaticar, and faw the Pope.

In fhort, after vifiting all the
courts in Europe, he returned to
his native country, the very oracle
of tafte: and in the hemifphere

of fathion he was allowed to bz
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the leading ftar. But, unfortu-
nately for him, foon after his re-
turn, his noble parent took fo hafty
a leave of the world, that he for-
got to infert the name of Mr. Le-
Fleur in his will. He was confe-
quently turned adrift with no
eftate or poflcffions, exclufive of
his fathionable acquirements. Af-
ter feveral revolutions of fortune
he became a waiter at /7 hate’s, but
at length was advanced to the dif-
tinguifthed poft of puffer to one
of the winter theatres. Thus, of
ter having run round the whole

CiF 1

LY
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circle of fathion ;—after fporting
with the dames d’e¢fprits of Paris,
the brunettes of Venice, and ama-
zons of Amfterdam: after having
inhabited the moft {plendid apart-
ments of Al/aw the rich, Gensa
the p;oud, and Naples the mag-
nificent, e was now compelled
to dwell in a room, {ix foot fquare,
in a fmall {imoky court, near Cha-
ring crofs: from whence, how-
ever, he madg frequent incurfions
into the regions of tafte and diffi-
paton,

The other friend of Mr, Cher-

tree
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tres, who was known only by the
affumed name of Fltcher, had
the appearance of a young man
of quality ; for the palenéfs of the
fickly primrofe was fettled upon
his countenance. His mind was
not lefs amiable than his perfon
was engaging ; but his perfon, to
fpeak the truth, was a little warped,
and little more than five feet high.
He had the comparative merit of
being a better courtier, and a fhill
greater libertine, than Mr. Le
Fleur, but then, on the other hand,

Vor. I. K it
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it was allowed that he was by no
means fo good a fidler. Mr.
Fletcher had, for feveral years
paft, refided in the Eaft Indies,
but in confequence of a duel he
fought at Madrafs, wherein he
had been fo dextrous as to fend
his antagonit to the fhades, he
found it neceflary to return -to
England with a borrowed title.
At prefent he enjoyed a very lu-
crative place in one of the public
offices. He was reckoned a

IMIIror
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mirror of politenefs by all who
had the honor of his acquaintance.

Ina word, he was poffefled of
infinitc cunning and addrefs, and
on that account had been felected
by M. Chartres as a proper agent

in his hazardous undertaking.

Ky CH AP-



132 SOLITARY CASTLE,

CHAPTER IXi

SHEWETH THE SUCCESS OF THE HAIR=

BERAINED PROJECT,

THE two adventurers, judging
it improper to take fervants with
them on their-fecret expedition,
fet forward towards the caftle in
« phaeton, entirely unattended.

it
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Tt was near fin-fet when they
arrived at the cotrage alehoufe on
the fkirts of the foreft. M.
Fletcher inftantly alighted to dif-
patch the premeditated letter to
Captain Vernon. It was agreed
that he fhould afterwards walk
flowly acrofs the foreft, following
the road, through which Mr. Ver-
non and Andrew were neceflarily
to pafs, that, being a confummate
mafter of finefle, he might enter
into converfation with them, and
find means to arreft them on their

7 hd . o
K3 jour e
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journey, in order to preclude the
difcovery of their miftake, and
prevent their return until it was
too late to purfue Mr. Le Fleur
and his fair companion, with any
degree of fuccefs. This end ac-
complithed, he was to make the
beft of his way to Nottingham,
(not being more than eighteen
miles diftant) at which place the
tWO companions Were to meet.
Mr. Le Fleur, in the mean
‘while, drove on, till he came near
enough to the cafile to fix upon a

proper
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proper fituation for watching the
departure of the Captain and An-
drew: and foon afier they had
made their exit, he paid his re-
{peéts to Margaret.

The plan thathad been agreed
upon, had the defired effect. Mr.
Le Fleur a&ted his part with fuch
perfe& diffimulation, that he had
no fooner delivered to Mifs Ver-
non the fiGtitious fummons from
her father, to accompany him to
the cottage, to welcome the ar-
rival of her godfather, than fhe

1N N X
b hationed
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haftened to the gate, and feated
herfelf by his fide in the phacton,
without the fmalleft hefitation.
Even Mrs. Dejolimie, the prudenf
and- cautious Mrs. Dejolimie, was
{o little fufpicious of the deception,
that was playving off againft the
family; that, as foon as fthe had
feen Margaret {afe in the chaife,
the fct herfelf to work, with all
poflible diligence, in order to pre-
pare a {plendid fupper for the ex-
pedted vifitor,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER X
THE BENIGHTED TRAVELLERS.

THE {tate of the mind opprefled
with a fudden calamity, fays the
folid Johnfon, is like that of the
fabulous inhabitants of the new
created earth, who, when the firlt
night came upon them, fuppofed
thatday would never return, Such

W.ls
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was Margaret’s  defpondency,
when the began to refleét on the
danger of her fituation.

At the diftance of a few miles
from the caftle, Mr. Le Fleur, as
the beft means of bafHing purfui,
left the common highway, and
ftruck into a road that led through
a thick wood, It was then that
Mifs Vernen walked, as it were,
from her dream of {ccurity. She
faw the error, vhich it was too
late toremedy. That the was the

dupe of her own credulity, preci-

pitance,
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pitance, and weaknefs, was now
beyond a doubt. Inftead of mect-
ing the fond carefles of the deareft
friend of her father, the found her-
felf fubje& to the hateful infults
of an unknown ravi‘her.

The fun had departed, and the
grey twilight began to give place
to darknefs, when fhe entered the
wood., LEvery thing around her
was gloomy and frightful. -The
fpark of reafon, which fhe flill re-
tained, wasoverpowered by fear.
The phantoms of guilt and mur-

dor
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der feemed to glide acrofs her
fight: and the moft horrid images
filled her difordered‘imagination‘
Every endeavour for freedom was
ufelefs. She had recourfe to pray-
ers and tears, and even the moft
tender endearments: but her vio-
later was more deaf to her com-
plaints than the {urrounding treces
and rocks, that echoed back her
mournful fhricks and lamenta-
tions.

At length weakened,and almoft
exhaufted by her violent but una-

valmg
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vailing cfforts, the gave herfelf up
to a melancholy filence, and {ub-
mitted to her fate.

Before they had been an hour
:n the wood, the night grew {o
extremely dark, that, not being
able any longer to fee the road,
Mr. Le Fleur was under the ne-
ceffity of giving up the reins, and
trufting entirely to the fagacity of
the horfes.  About this time they
perceived an approaching tem-
peft.  The diftant. thunder rum-

bled in the air; the rain began to

POHT
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pour down in torrents ; and quick
flathes of lightning darted through
the trees and the buthes. Fright-
ened by the clamour of the ftorm,
the horfes ran forward at random.
The phaeton was indanger every
moment of being overturned ; and
the faces, both of Mr. Le Fleur
and Nlargarer, were fo terribly
wounded by the branches of trees
that ftretched acrofs the road, that
they fireamed with blood. Soon
after the tempeft had fubfided,
Mr. Le¢ Ileur found himfelf be-

wildered
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wildered in the thickeft part of
the wood, without the moft diftant
hopes of extrication.

He was in this uncomfortable
fiate, when, looking forward, he
obferved alightthrough the buthes,
which appeared to be at no great
diftance. On his nearer ap-
proach, peeping through the
boughs of a thick tuft of hazels, he
beheld a large fire, around which
was an aflemblage of men and
women, who were varioufly em-
ployed : fome emptying crufts of

bread, and pieces of mouldy

cheele
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cheefe from their knapfacks; o=
thers burning off the feathers of
geefe, turkies, and other forts of
poultry, with firebrands: others
again banging kettles to large
fticks that were tranfverfely placed
over the fire. A number of half-
naked children swere, at the fame
time, gathering fear branches, and
roots of trees, for fuel.

A detachment of {couts, froni
this ragged army, being on duty,
the carriagefvas quickly obferved
by one of the advanced guard,

who
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who gave a private fignal, and,
in the inftant, the whole wood
refounded with a clamorous fhout
that was given by the party, who
all immediately haftened to the
fpot.  Mr. Le Fleur and Mar-
garet were, with little ceremony,
diflodged from the phacton; the
latter trembling, fainting, and al-
moft dying with the app‘rehen°
fion of danger: and the former,
owing to his extreme cowardice,
ina ftate not lefs pidable. Their

fears, however, began to abate,
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when, =ith a kind of favage ci~
vility, they were invited to par=
take of the fplendid repaft; which,
they were informed, was pre-
paring for the celebration of the
nuptials of a young couple, who,
as foon as fupper was ended, were
to be united in wedlock.

Mr. Le Flzur and Mifs Vernon
were introduced to the king and
queen of this Egyptian band: and
had the honour to be feated near
them, on the grafs. His majefty,
who was placed by the fide of

who
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his royal confo.r, an *.e trunk
of a fallen oak, wes much ad-
vanced in years, and in perfon
above.the common fize of mor-
tals. As a politician he had,
among his fubje&s, no fuperior:
as a general, nocqual.  For more
than half a century he .had in-
firucted a chofen troop in the noble
fcience of plunder and pilfery:
and he had, himfelf, led them on
to viGtory.  All the inhabitants of
the country, from the ’Squire down

to the meaneft farmer, trewabled
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at his name. Nor was there a
road, a green lane, a heath, or a
meadow, in the diftriét, that had
not witneffed the havock he had
madc among their flocks and their
poultry.  But, although a man of
infinite courage, he could never
be faid to ftare danger in the face,
or to look ftraight forward to the
obje& he purfued: for his neck
had fuch an unlucky twilt, that
his face was invariably fixed in a
direé& line with his left thoulder.
The accident had -befallen him

{ome
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fome years before, whilft he was
on a fwinging party, in the vicin-
ity of Oxford-firset, where, thro’
great good fortune, he eluded the
horrors of fudden death, by dex-
troufly fixing a row of fteel hooks
under his thirt-collar.

With refpeét to the queen, the
was, at leaft, as handfome as the
generality of her fubje&s. Her
complexion was of the darker {pe-
cies of olive : fhe had an aquiline
nofe: her tecth were beautifully
white; her eye (for the had but

L3 ore)
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one) was bright and piercing,
and her mouth round and f{mall,
—but it was fomewhat fullied
by the ftains of leaf tobacco,
which her majcfly chewed in
€NOTmous guantitics,

During {upper the monarch
paid much atrention to NMifs Ver-
non, and was particularly oficious
in helping her to dainties. She
did not, it is true, much relith
the Egyptian cookery, but the
fupported the femblance of eat-
ing, with great propriety. Mr.

L¢ Fleur,
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ie Fleur, who dreaded the ill
effeéts of noncompliance, eagerly
devoured every thing that was
fet before him. He beftowed
the warmeft encomiums on the
entertainment, and particularly
praifed the goofe broth, which, he
faid, far excelled the fineft bouillon
he had ever tafted at Paris, This
inimitable decoétion was made by
boiling a couple of geefein a gal-
lon of water, till the fleth was
ncarly reduced to pulp. After
which a pint of train oil was

L4 add~~
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added to the liquor; and a few
lecks, and pickled herrings, with
a fufficient quantty of falt thrown
in, by way of feafoning.

Mr. Le Fleur’s politenefs caz-
ried him beyond the bounds of
difcretion. No one {wallowed
the liquid with greater avidity.
His ftomach, however, which,
from the firft, had obftinately
refifted the emetical qualities of

the train oil, made a grand effort

for liberty. The confequence

was
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was a loud and univerfal peal of
laughter at his expence.

Supper was barely ended when
the company were agreeably in-
terrupted by the appearance of a
man, who bore a large cafk on
‘histhoulder.  This perfonage was
one of their affociates, who, being
an adept in the art of legerde-
main, had been difpatched in the
datter part of the day to the near-
eft village, with {tri&t injun&ions
not to rewurn without booty. Hav-

ing now declared, to the great joy

of
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-of his companions, that the liquor
he brought was Barbadoes rum,
he took his feat in the circle, and
an order was iffued for broaching
the catk without delay.

The overfl .wing noggin circu-
lated brifkly : meanwhile the ftran-
ger was defired to give a circum-
ftantial account of his adventure.
He began to relate his flory with
much gravity. The language in
which he chofe to convey his fen-
tiracats was the claffical fing, or
valgar tongue, Mr, Le Fleur,

v~
wihnle
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whofe refined ear had always
been accuftomed to the {weeter
and more melodious articulations
of the French, and Italian, was
immenfely thocked by his philo-
logical barbarifms. Heinterrupted
the orator, every inftant, requeft-
ing explanations, or making fuch
abfurd comments, that his 7gnorance
was a {ubjet of merriment to the

whole {able aflembly.

c I’I [-_ f‘q
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CHAPTER XI.
A CLASSICAL ORATION,

“ YOU all know, my friends,
{aid the orator, (taking a quid of to-
bacco .from his mouth, and dafh-
iag it difdainfully on the grafs)
you all know, that when I firft
enlifted ;into this noble troop, I
had ne’er a wurvedi in my pouch.

‘But
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But what then?—Why TPl tell

you. Though I was poor at
firft, as the man fays in the Play,
I have done your ftate fome fer-
vice, and ye know it. But no
more of that.—My notions are
thefe.  Iam for liberty, property,
and no excife: I hate fteel ruffles,
and collars, and iron-grates: I
love theladies of the troop ; I with
long corns and fhort thoes to our
encmies; and according to the

Scottith proverb, I hepe he that

made old Nick will take us all.””

. I8
« A moelt
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¢ A moft fingular exordium!™
exclaimed Mr. Le Fleur.

“ As to the affair of » 2> the
rum, continued the orator, why,
to be fure for that matter, and
the matter of that, it was no great
horrhmwent.  As {oon as I came to
the village, I flopped at the fign
of the queer mywer and his jour-
wevman.”’

I never heard of fo firange
a fign, interrupted Mr. Le Fleur,
—may ! take the liberty of re-

quefting
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quefting youtoexplain your mean=
ing

¢ The queer mower, replied
the orator, is Death: and I fup-
pofe you kndw who does all his
work.”

¢« I underftand you, rejoined
Mr. Le Fleur, youmean the fign
of Death and the doclor.”

“ You have exaltly hit the
mark. Butas I thould have faid,
or was going to fay, fcarce had
I taken my {eatin the boozing-ken,
when a ftage waggon flopped at

the
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the door: and prefently the wag--
goner lugged in three London
divers.”

« London divers, I fuppofe,
faid Mr. Le Fleuy, arAe'a {pecies of
wild ducks.” |

This fimple. obfervation had
nearly fent the king of the gip-
fies to his eternal home. He
burft into fuch a violent fit of
laughter that he turned black in
the face: and was in danger cf
inftant fuffocation. A happy ef-
fe&, however, was produced by

this
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this fudden diforder. His violent
firuggles to regain his breath re-
ftored his majefty’s neck almoft
4o its priftine ftate: and he im-
mediately received the congratu-
lations of bis people, who tcftified
the joy they feleat this miracu-
lous cure, by three loud and loyal
cheers. MNr. Le Fleur wag after-
wards informed that a diver was
a more clegant name fora fearcher
of pockets, and the orator was
defired to proceed in his narra-
tive.

Yor. L. M «As
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¢« As foon, { id he, as we had
buried a few floups of gurgle, we
began to fquare the broads.”

¢ There again I am at a lofs,”
cried Mr. Le Fleur.

‘¢ To fquare the broads, replied
the orator, is to read the hiftory
of the four kings.”

“ Youmean, I imagine, Charles
of Swedeir, Louts of France, and—"

“ You are much miftaken, in-
terrupted the man of eloquence.
1 mean no other than the four
‘kings of hearts, fpades, clubs, and

diamonds.
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diamonds. But to proceed,—
while we were at play, bappen-
ing to look through the window,
I ipied the cafk on the waggon.
So, I left the divers asfoon as
pofiible: and whilft the waggoner
was making merry with the land-
lady’s daughter, I takes it into
cuftody. You are all fure that
I did not trouble my head
about the reckoning; but away I
trudged with the booty. I was
fucky enough to meet nobody that
dared to tell me black was the

M2 white
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white of my eye, tll I came into
the church yard, where, while I
was refting my burthen on a
tomb-fltone, I was not a little
alarmed on fecing a Tom-pos hard
by the row of vew trees.”

< You were not really frizhe-
cned by a bird!” cried MMr. Le
Fleur, with amazement,

c As to that matter, you may-
call a Tom-pat a black bird if you
pleafe, faid the orator, laughing
heartily, bot I think him more
like 4 weod-pecker; for vou may»

{ce
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fee him every Sunday, up to his
cars in oak, juft thrufting his head:
out of his neft, and whiftling a
few dull notes, 1ll he falls afleep
on the rooft.—You underftand
mer”

« Indeed I do not. T am ftill
inthedark,”replied Mr. LeFleur.

¢« Poffible enough.—But as I
was going to tell you, I took to
my heels, and fcampered over the
ftilelike a young lapwing. So here
was an end to my mifery: for be-

fore
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fore he had time to turn himfelf
round, I was fafe in the woods.””
The Egyptian orator received
the thanks of the whole affembly
for his fluent, chafte, and elegant

harangue !

CH A P-
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CHAPTET®R Xil,

THE GIPSIES’ WEDDING.

BEFORE the animating cafk
‘was nearly drained to the bottom,
the greater part of the company,
particularly the ladics, were fo
ntoxicated, that every kind of re-
ferve was banithed, by general
confent : and nothing but uproar,
and unbounded hilarity reigned in

the

va
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the high-fpirited circle. This was
the aufpicious moment for the
performance of the nuptials. The
young couple were led fortb, and
every thing was in préparation,
when the bride, who had fipped
her fhHaré of the exhilifating li-
quor, conceived an extravagant
whim :—It was no other than that
of being married in Mifs Vernon’s
clothes.  This odd requeft was-
received with loud fhouts of ap-
plaufe by the greater part of the
aﬂélllbl)'. The bridegroom tai{-
ing courage from the fuccefs of

his
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kis enchantrefs, infifted upon be-
ing equipped in Mr. Le Fleur’s
laced fuit.

The king of the Gipfies, as
well as his privy council, ftrongly
reprobated fo wnwarrantable a
proceeding. He declared that it
bad ever.been his boaft, and alfo
the boaft of his anceftors, to ob-
{erve {tricly the laws of hofpitality.
To filch the goods of an enemy,
he declared was no crime, be-
caufe every man .ought to have
wit enough to take care of his
property.  To take a purfe on the

Vor.L N highway,
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highway, in open daylight, was
a proof of fuperior courage: and
courage was a quality that no.
man eught to be afhamed of
poffeffing. But to rob a couple
of defencelefs firangers, in the
very moment when he had taken
them usder his protection, was
an aé& that would fix an indclible
ftain on a profcffion which, he
faid, thev all would allow was an
bionourable one: and could be
exercifed only by a true genius,
who pofleffed a mind of univerfal

powcrs.

Thefe
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Thefe arguments unfortunately
had no weight.—The beft mo-
delled governments are fubject to
{udden {editious torrents, which
no barrier of reafoning can op-
pofe with fuccefs. It requires an
uncommon fhare of political faga-
city to be able, at all times, ta
fupprefs the riotous, and to fatisfy
the ambitious..

The trembling Margaret,whofe
‘eyes fireamed with tears, had
waited the event of the debate,
with the utmoft fufpenfe, and

agitation, When fhe found tha:

the
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the was attually to be ftripped in
the prefence of fuch barbarians,
she flufh of modefty mounted into
her cheeks, and her tender heart
fhrunk back with horror. With
a dreadful thriek, that would have
pierced the'hearts, even ofthe fa-
vages, had not the liquor deprived
them of their natural perception,
fhe ftarted from her fcat, ran to-
wards Mr. Le Fleur, and throw-
ing her-white arms around him,
forrowfully entreated him to thield

ther from the cruel operation.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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