

Title
181804785.pdf

Creator
Great Britain.Army. - Waldegrave, John Waldegrave,Earl,d.1784. - Sackville, George Germain,Viscount,1716-1785.

Type
text

Publisher
London : printed for A. Millar,

Date
1758.

Language
eng

Description
ESTC

Subject
Rochefort Expedition, 1757. - Seven Years' War, 1756-1763.











THE

REPORT

OF THE

GENER AL OFFICERS,

APPOINTED

By hisM A JES T Y’s Warrant of the Firft of No-
vember 1757, to inquire into the Caufes of 'the
Failure of the late Expedition to the Coafts of
France.

To which is prefixed,

A Copy of his MAJESTY’ Warrant directing
the faid Inquiry.

WITH

An APPENDIX, -containing the Papers referred to
in the faid Report.

Publifhed bp Authoritp,

LONDON:

Printed for A. MILLAR in the Strand. MDCCLVIII.
[Price 15, 6d.






'G'EORGE R.

HEREAS we were pleafed, in Auguft

laft, to fend a Number of our Troops

on an Expedition againft France, with Orders
and Inftructions to attempt, as far as thould be
found practicable, a Defcent on the French
Coalft at or near Rochefort, 1n order to attack,
if practicable, and by a vigorous Impreffion
force that Place ; and to burn and deftroy, to
the utmoft of their Power, all Docks, Maga-
zines, Arfenals, and Shipping, that thould be
found there; and to exert fuch other Efforts,
as fhould be judged moft proper for annoying
the Enemy, as by our feveral Inftrutions to
the Commander of our faid Forces does more
fully appear: And whereasthe Troops fent for
thefe Purpofes arereturned to Great Britain, no
Attempt having been made to land on the Coaft
of Frances concerning the Caufes of which Fai-
lure we think it neceffary that Enquiry fhould
be made by the General Officers herein after
named, in order that they may report thofe
Caufes to us, for our better Information: Our
Will and Pleafure therefore 1s, and we do hereby
nominate and appoint our right Trufty and
right entirely. beloved Coufin and Counfellor
Charles Duke of Marlborough Licutenant Gene-
ral, our Trufty and well beloved George Sackville,
commonly called Lord-George Sackuville, and Fobn
W aldegrave, Major Generals of our F orces, to
Az ¢xaming
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examine and enquire touching the Matters
aforefaid. And you are to give Notice to the
{aid General Officers, when and where they are
to meet for the faid Examination. And the faid
'General Officers ‘are hereby directed to caufe
you to fummon fuch Perfons (whether the Ge-
nerals or other Officers employed in the Expe-
dition, or others) as are neceflary to give Infor-
mation touching the faid Matters, or asfhall te
-defired by thofe, who were employed in the Ex=
pedition: And the faid General Officers are here-
by farther directed to hear fuch Perfons as fhall
oifer to give them Information touching the
fame; and they are authorized, empowered, and
-required, ftriCtly to examine into the Matters
“before mentioned, and to report a State there-
of, as it fhall appear to them, together with
their Opinion thereon. All which you are to
tranfmit to our Secretary at War, to be by him
laid before us for our Confideration. And for
{o doing this thall be, as well to you, as to our
faid General Officers and all others concerned,
a fufficient Warrant. Given at our Court at
Kenfingten this Firft Day of November 1757, in
the Thirty Firft Year of our Reign.

By his MajesTY’'s Command,
BARRINGTON.
.To_pur Trufty and well beloved
Thomas Morgan, Efg; Judge

Advocate General of our For~
ces, or his Deputy,



MINUTES
OF THE
PROCEEDINGS

‘ OF THE /
GENERAL OFFICERS, &,
As annexed to.their REPORT.

to inquire into the Caufes of the Failure of

the late Expedition to the Coaft of France, at
the Judge Advocate General’s Office in Privy Garden,
on Saturday the 12th of November, 1757, viz.

: T a Meeting of the General Officers appointed

Lieutenant General, His Grace the Duke of
Marlborough.

Major General, Right Honoutable Lord George
Sackville.

Major General, Honourable Fobn % aldegrave.

The General Officers employed i in-the Expedition,
viz. Sir Fobn Mordaunt, Lieutenant General (who
had. the principal Command) and Mafors General
Conway and Cornwallis being called in, and all Perfons
who were defirous being admitted, his Majefty’s
Warrant directing this Inquiry was publickly read.

" Read alfo the feveral Papers tranfmitted to the
Judge Advocate from Mr. Secretary Pitt, and two
Orders tranfmitted from the Admiralty in confe-
quence of an Application from-the General Officers

appomtcd to make this Inquiry, viz.
1. Copy of a Letter, dated Lendon 15th Fuby,
1757, from Captain (now Lieutenant Colonel) Clert,
A3 tQ
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to Sir Yobn Ligonier, and tranfmitted to Mr. Secte-
tary Pitt, with regard to Rochefort. |

2. Minute, dated Arlington Strect, ﬂgtguﬂ 17575
containing an Examination of a French Pilot.

3. Memaire fur la Force acluelle de la France, ef les
Sevvices ausquels clle et employée dans I Amnée 1757—
received Fuly 28, 1757, and communicated, at a
Meeting at Lord Holdernefl’s Houfe, to the Generals
appointed on an Expedition t6 the Coafts of France.

4. Copy of his Majefty’s fecret Inftructions to Sir
Edward Howke, dated Auguft 5, 1757. ' '

* 5. Copy of his Majefty’s fecret Inftructions to Sir
Fobn Mordaunt, dated Auguft 5, 1757. .
6. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pirt to
Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 5, 1757. _

7. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt. to
Major General Conway, Major General Cornwallis,
Vice Admiral Knowles, and Rear Admiral Brodrick,
dated Auguft 5, 1757.

8. Copy of a Letter from Sir -Edward Hawke to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Spithead, Auguft 7, 1757.

g. Copy of a Letter from Major General Corz-
awallis to Mr. Secretary Pizt, dated . Newport, Ifle of
Wight, Auguft 6, 1757.

"10. Copy of a Letter from Vice®Admiral Krowles
to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfmouth, Auguf 6,
1757.

71 17 Copy of a Letter from Rear Admiral Brodrick
to Mr. Secrepary Pitt, dated Portfmouth, Auguft 6,
1757. .

712. Copy of an Order from the Lords of the Ad-
miralty to Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 5, 1757.

13. Copy of an Order from the Lords of the Ad-
miralty ro Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 6, 1757.

14. Cupy of a Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt. to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ifle of Wight, Auguft 11,
1757, Ten at Night.

15. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Piit, to
Sir Jobn Mordaunt, dated Adugaft 13, 1757.

16. Copy
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16. Copy of a Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Head Quarters, Newport,
Auguft 20, 1757. Inclofing;

17. Copy of a Lerter from Sir Fokn Mordaunt to
Thomas Ordy Hunter, and Gilbert Eliott, Efgrs. dated
Auguft 17, 1757+

18. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to
Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 23, 1757.

19. Copy of a Lietter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to
Sir fobn Mordaunt, dated Auguft 23, 1757. Inclofing,

20. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Clewland to Sir
Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 19, 1747;

1. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Clevland to Sir
_Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 20, 17573

22. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cleviand to Mr.

_Coc/ebur;ze, dated Auguft 21, 17573
Copy of a Letter from Mr, Cockburne to. Mr.

Clevlzmd dated Auguft 23, 1757.

 24. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke to
Mr. Secretary Pistt, dated Portfmouth, Augufi 25,
1757

725 Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pit to
Sir - Edward Haicke and Sir _‘}’obn Mordaunt, dated
September 5, 1754, Four o *Clock in the Aftetnoon.

26. Copy of a*Letter from Sir Edward Hawke to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at Spithead, Sep-
-tember 6, 1757,

' 27 Copy of a Letter from Sir Fobu Mordaunt to
Mr. Secretary Pirz, dated Portfmouth, September 6,
Nine at Night.

28. Copy of a Letter from. Sir Edward Hawke to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at St. Helens, Sep-
zember' 8, 1754,

29. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilics at Sea, September
10, 1757-

30. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pizt to
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Jobn Mordaunt, dated
September 15, 17575 by the Viper Sloo

74 5> 17574 OY A g p- The
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The above Papers containing all the Orders and
Inftructions which appear to have been fignified to
the Commanders of the late Expedition, it was pub-
lickly atked, Whether any Perfon had any Informa-
tion to offer, tending to hew the Caufes, why the faid
Orders wére not carried into execution, or why the
Expedition has failed ?——And any fuch Perfon, being
prefent, was defired then to declare the fame, in or-
der to his withdrawing for the prefent, with Affu-
rance, that he thould, in convenient Time, be fully
heard: And no Perfon offering himfelf, ]

Ordered, That all Perfons fummoned as Witnefies,
do withdraw into a Room appointed for that Purpofe,
until called for, in order to their being examined fe-
parately.

Then proceeded to read other of the Papers receiv-
ed from Mr. Secretary Pitr’s Office, viz.

31. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Haw’e to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies in Bafgue Road,
September 30, 1757.  Inclofing,

32. Copy of a Report made to Sir Edward Hawke
on board the Ramilies, September 24, 1757, by Rear
Admiral Brodrick and others 4

33. Copy of a Council of War held on board the
Neptune, September 2.5, 1757 5 the fame as the Origi-
nal delivered by Sir Fobr Mordaunt, foon after his Ar-
rival, to Mr. Secretary Pitt;

34. €opy of a Council of War held on board the
Ramilies, September 28, 17545 the fame as the Origi-
nal delivered by Sir Yohn Mordaunt, foon after his Ar-
rival, to Mr. Secretary Pits ; .

35. Copy of a Letter from Rear Admiral Brod-
vick to Sir Edward Hawke, dated Achilles, T uefday
Morning, One in the Morning;

_36. Copy of a Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt to
._er Edward Hawke, dated Ramilies, T bur{day Even-
Ing, September 29, 1757,

37. Copy of a Letter from Sir Yobn Mordaunt to
Mr. Secretary Pizt, dated Ramilies, Rade de Bafque,
September 3¢, 175 7 '

38. A
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8. A Paper purporting to be Minutes of a Coun-
cil of War affembled on board his Majefty’s Ship Ra-
milies in Bafque Road, the 28th of Seprember, 1757,
and appearing by the Indorfement to have been de-
livered by Sir Fobu Mordaunt, foon after his Arrival,
to Mr. Secretary Pizt, being about to be read,

Sir Fobn Mordaunt faid, “That e did not mean ro
objet to the reading of the faid Paper, but begged
leave to obferve, that the Minutes now produced,
were taken down without the Knowledge of the Per-
fons, who compofed the faid Council of War,and never
feen by the Gentlemen, whofe Names are thereunder
written; and that the firft Knowledge hHe (Sir Fobe
Mordaunt ) had of them, was from a Copy delivered
to him by Sir Edward Hawke’s Secretary, Mr. Hay,
after his-Arrival at Porzfmouth. That upan fecing
them, he attempted to prevent Sir Edward Hawke’s
fending them up to London; but his Application was
too late. Sir 7olm Mordmmt added, That fome little
Time after his Arrival in London, underftanding that
he ought, as Commander in Chief of the Land F Orces,
to deliver Copies of the Councils of War, and any
other material Papers, to Mr. Pist, his Majefty’s Se-
cretary of State, in like Manner as Sir Edward Howke
had done, as Commander of the Fleet, he did fo, and
delivered the faid Copy. of Minutes received trom
Sir Edward Hawke’s Secretary among the reft.

Sir Fobn Mordaunt being afked, Whether at the
Time of his delivering a Copy of thefe Minutes to
Mr. Pirt, he obferved to him, that they were not
authentick ?

Arifwered, He does not recolle&, that he did.

Then the faid Minutes were read, in Prefence of
the feveral Perfons hereafter-mentioned, Members of
the faid Council of War, who were feverally called
ypon for their Information, Whether the fuid Mi-
nutes are authentick, and taken down with their Pri-
vny? viZ.

Vice Admiral Charles Knowles, who difavowed
thefe Minutes intirely, faying that he never faw them,
until
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until they were fhewn to him after his Arrival in
London. S - _

2. Rear Admiral Thomas Brodrick, who faid, that
he did obferve Minutes taken, and remembers he ob-
jeted to i, but never faw thefe Minutes ; and men-
tion being therein made of Sir .‘7ohn'Mora’aunl s re-
tiring with him (Rear Admiral Brodrick) and othe.rs,
obferves that he remembers Sir Edward Hawke, Vice
Admiral Knowles, and himfelf retiring, but does not
recolle® Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s going out with them.
He further fays, that he, at the D§ﬁre of Sir
Yobn Mordaunt, went off to Admiral Sir Edward
Hawke at Spithead, in Hopes of preventing ,th?fe
Minutes being fent up to London, but that unluckily
they were fent away before he reached the Admiral.

3. Major Géneral Conway, who fays, that to the
belt of his Memory, thefe Minutes were never com-
municated to him, and knows it was agreed upon not
to have any Minutes taken. ) .

4. Major General Edward Cornwallis, who fays
he never faw the Minutes in queftion, until thewn to
him at Portfmousth to hisvery great Surprize.

5. Colonel George Howard, who fays, he never
faw thefe Minutes till Sir Fobn Mordaunt thewed them
to him after their Arrival at Port/mouth. )

Vice Admiral Knowles being, at his own Defire,
again called in, defired to fupply an Omiffion in his
former Evidence, viz. Th:t he recolleés there was
a pofitive Determination, that no Minutes fhould be
taken, but that the Informations only of the Perfons
examined, fhould be noted down. ‘

Major General Conway obferved, That, as he un-
derflood it, not even what the Witnefles faid was in-
tended to be made publick, or to ftand Part of the
Minutes of the Council of War, fo as to be tranf-
mitted to any Perfon,

Vice Admiral Krowles confirmed the fame; add-
ing, that he never heard their Examination read.

Read the Remainder of the Papers received from
Mr, Secretary Pit’s Office, viz.

39. Copy
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9. ‘Copy of a Letter from Sir Fob# Mordanns to
Mr. Secretary Pitz, dated Ramilies, Offober 4, 1757.

40. Copy of a Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaunt to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfi nouth, Ofober 6,
1757

41. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pizt to
Sir Edward Hawke, dated Ofober 7, 1757.

42. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary. Pitf to
Sir Fobn ]Jordaunt dated O&ober 75 1757.

43. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke to
Mr. Secretary Pist, dated Ramilies at Spithead, Oé'Za-
ber 8, 1757. One P. M.

44. Copy of a Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt to
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfmouth, Obober 8, 1757.

The feveral Papers tranlmitted to the Judge-Ad-
vocate,~and by him laid before the Board, being read,
and. nc Perfon offering to give them any Inforrnatlon
touching the Caufes of the Failure of the Expeui-
tion,

“Sir Fobn Mordaunt, as Commander in Chief of the
Land Forces employed therein, was afked, What have.
been the Reafons, if he has no Obleéhon to laying
them before the Board, which have prevented his
Majefty’s Inftruttions and Orders from being carried
into Execution ?

Who replied, that to prevent Trouble, and that the
Matter may be the better underftood, as his {peaking
is attended with Difficulty, he had committed the
whole to writing, from Beginning to End, and de-
livered to the Board a Paper, as containing the {fame,
which was, at his Defire, read in Words following,
viz.
< In order to gwe all the Satisfattion in my Power,
¢¢ I have reduced into Writing the fulleft Account of
¢ the whole Matter I am able to give.

<« When I firft received his Majefty’s Commands
“ in regard to this Expedition, I was told, that the
¢ Object of it was to make a Diverfion on the Coait

s of Fraunce.
¢ That
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¢¢ That as far as refpected Rochefort in _part?CUfaf"

e it was on the footing of a Coup dé Main, or Sur-

« prize, and that confequently, if the Defign was

«¢ difcovered, or the Alarm taken, it would be next
‘¢ to impofiible to execute it.

< 1 alfo 'underftood, that unlefs a proper Place for
< the Landing, and fafe Retreat of the Troops was
<t difcovered, particularly where the Ships could pro-
« tec them, and a fafe Communication with the
< ‘Fleet, and Conveyance of Supplies from it was
« fecured, the Attempt could not be made.

« In Confirmation of which I beg leave to take’
< Notice of two Paragraphs in a Paper given me
« upon this Occafion by Sir Fobn Ligonier, Com-
< mander in Chief of his Majefty’s Land Forces,
« whofe long Experience, and great Abilities in the
< Artof War, will furely vindicate any Officer who
< 35 guided by fo good an Authority ; containing
< his Obfervations on the intended Expedition;
< which Paper, as I remember, was read before the
< Council.

¢« The Paragraphs I mean, are as follows:”>

¢ If an Attempt is to be made on Rochefort, it
¢ will be the Part of the Admiral, to know the Coafts;
to bring the Troops to the neareft Place; to co-
ver their Landing by the Difpofition of his Ships;
and to deftroy any Barbet Batteries which the Epe-
my may have on the Shore ; ftill remembring, that
if the Troops are landed at too great a Diftance
from the Place, the Defign will become dangerous,
¢ and probably impracticable.”

¢ The fecond Paragraph,”

¢ A fafe and well fecured Communication between
¢ the Camp and the Sea, frem whence you are to re-
¢ ceive your Supplies of all Kinds, is ab’olutely ne-
¢ ceflary ; the whole depends upon it ; but this being
¢ done, I fthould not be much in Pain for the Safety
¢ of the Troops; an inferior Number dares not ap-
¢ proach you, and one fuperior will not be eafily af-

¢ fembled

L Y
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* fembled without your knowing it; and, at all
¢ Events, you havé {ecured a Retreat to the Ships.’

< I alfo thought it clear from the State of Roche-
¢ fort, asdefcribed by Colonel Clerk, and afterwards
“« by the French Pilot, that though it thould have re-
¢ mained in the fame Condition as when they faw it,
“¢ which was not later than three Years paft, yet a
¢ few Days Preparation would make it fufficiently
< defenfible againft a Coup de Main : For which Rea-
“ fon, judging the Dependance on fuch an Operation
<t alone improper, in an Expedition of this Sort,
¢ { applied to his Majefty’s Minitters in Council,
< for two more Old Battalions, and Artillery for a
¢ regular Atrack, to force the Place, which, 1
¢ thought, from its ConftruQion, as difficult to be
‘¢ made defepfible againft a regular Attack, as it was
¢ eafy to fecure it againftan Affault. And although
“¢ it was not thought fitting to comply with this
“ Requeft, yet his Majefty having ordered me to
¢ fake the Command of the Expedition, upon the
¢« Footing it was planned, Ithought it my Duty to
¢ obey ; underftanding, that my Inftructions gave
“ me Latitude to act according to the beft of my
¢ Judgment, regarding the Circumftances of the
“ Time, the Condition of the Place, and the Nature
““ of the Service ; and where any Difficulty arofe, or
#¢ the Importance of the Subjet required it, a Power
¢ to call a Council of War.

¢ Pofitive and credible Intelligence received, as
¢¢ well before the Embarkation, as during the Voyage,
¢¢ traced the Alarm, and the Preparations along the
¢ Fremch Coafts, from Breft and St. Maloes quite
¢ down to Rochefort.

“ A Letter from a Frenth Officer fuperintending
¢« the Batteries near Bref, to the Captain of the
¢ Emerald, taken and brought into the Fleet by Cap-.
¢ tain Gilchriff, defcribes the Preparations which
#¢ had for fome Time been making there; and that
¢ Trcops were not wanting on the Coaft, there be-
¢ ing atthat Time near feven thoufand regular Troops

' ““ on
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on one Side the Bref Water, and more on the
other Side, befides the Militia. ‘
« A Letter from Captain Cleviand declares, .that
on IV ednefday the 17th of Auguft, he fpoke wxgh a
Dutch Convoy from Rocbhelle, and that a firft Lieu-
tenant came on board him, and told him, that the
French expe@ed the Englifo at Rechelle, but were
not alarmed.
¢ Tt was afterwards confirmed to us on the Voyage
by the Mafter of a Dusch Ship from Vannes in
France, to Dort, fpoke with by Captain Prody
of his Majefty’s Ship Medway, on the 11th Sep-
tember 5 that the French expcéted to be attacked at
Rocbelle or St. Martins, by the Englifb :  Alfo that
an Embargo was laid on all Shipping in France.
¢« After all the feveral Indications and Intelligences
mentioned, it was impoflible to doubt, that there
was a general Alarm {pread, and ftill more fo
to imagine, that a Place like Rochefort, the fe-
cond certainly in Importance cn the whole Coaft,
thould, after fuch' Warning, be totally neglected.
¢« The Voyage being tedious, we did not make
the French Coaft till the 20th of Seprember, about
Noon. b
¢¢ It was the 23d before we got into theRoad, and
that Day made ourfelves Mafters of the Ifle of
Aix.  The fame Day Admiral Brodrick, with four
Captains, was fent to found the Coaft, and find
out a proper Landing place. The fame Night al-
{fo the Admiral declared, that the Fort of Fouras
fthould be battered ; and in Confequence of that,
ordered the Filot of the Magnanime to be fent for,
in order to be examined upon that Head, who next

. Morning declared, a Ship might be brought up at

a proper Diftance to filence that Fort, .
¢ The next Morning, being the 24th, a Plan for
landing the Troops as near the Fort of Fouras as
poffible, while one or more Ships battered it on the
Water-fide, and propofing alfo a Feint to be made
on the Side of Rochelle, and the Ile of RAZ, was’
¢ givens
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‘given in by the Generals; but the Admiral not
approving of the Feint to be made, and declaring,
that Fouras could not be battered from the Sea,
without hazard of lofing the Ship, the Admiral
and Captains, who returned, and made the Report
on the landing about One o'Clock alfo declaring,
That between the, Fort of Fouras and Rochelle they
had found only two Landing-places, which were
both near the Point of Chatelaillon on the open
Bay, and where the Water was fo thoal, that no
Ships could lye up to cover the Landmc or fe-
cure the Retreat of the Troaps: Upon thefe Con-
ﬁderatlons, as well as upon other Intelligence I had
received in ‘relation to the Place itfelf, I did, ac-
cording to the Latitude I underftood to be in his
4Majefty s Inftructions, and agreeably to the Powers
therein given me, think it my Duty, in fo import-

ant and critical a Cafe, to defire a General Councﬂ.

of War, to take into Confideration what was pro-

- per tobe dene in Execution of his Majefty’s Secret

Inftructions. That Council, compofed equally of

- Land ‘and Sea Officers, havmg confidered the

13

Nature of thé Landing on the one Hand, and
of the Attack to be made on Rochefort on the
other, the Officers were unanimoufly of opinion,
That an Attempt upon Rochefort was neither ad-
vifeable nor pradticable. I concurred in that Opi-
nion, and thought that neither my Duty, nor Re-
gard for his Majei‘cy 5 Service, permxtted me to
depart from it,

< And that our Reafous for fo doing may more
fully appear to this Court, I will fcate, as clearly
as I can, the Grounds upon which we proceeded. .

< Firft, In Confirmation of what has been a]ready

mentioned in regard to the Landing, the Opinion
of fo many Sea ‘Officers of the greate& Judgment
and Experience feemed abfolutely conclufive. To

this was added the Declaration of the moft knowing

ang able Pilot in the Fleet, who faid, that with
Wcﬁer]y Winds, which fet in from the Bay of Bif-
‘ €8y,
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cay, he has known fuch a Sea in that Road, thgt
he himfelf ‘was kept many Weeks on Board his
Ship, without being able once to go on Shore,
And as in the Opinion of all, or moft of the Sea
Officers, both wefterly Winds and blowing Wea-
ther were daily expeted at this Seafon of the
Year, it muft appear, that the R_quue of fending
the Troops athore, under the Circumftances de-
fcribed, could by no Means be juftified, though
there had been a better Profpect of Succefs than
there was, in regard to the Attempt on'Roche-

s fort, as in all Cafes of a Defcent, particularly of
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a Defcent upon the Continent of France, a fecure
Retrear for the Troops, -and a conftant Communi-
cation with the Ships, from  whence "alone the
Troops are to draw their Provifion and Ammuni-
tion, muft be attended to by thofe to-whom his
Majefty trufts the Command of his Troops, as ab-
folutely neceflary, and that upon which the Ser-
vice wholly depends. :
¢ Inregard tg the forcing of Rochefort, the weak-
eft Part of the Place, according to'the firft Intel-
figence of it, was at an Opening on the weft Side
of the Rampart, faid by Thierri the Pilot, to be
about {ixty Yards in Length; but as this laid by
the River, where the Ground was in general low,
marfhy, and cut with Ditches, into which the Tide
flowed, and alfo by Thierri the Pilot’s Evidence,
was clofed with a Palliffade, it is plain, a few Days,
nay, a few Hours Work muft make it defenfible
againft a Coup de Main; as it is known, a good
Intrenchment may be thrown up, in foft yielding
Ground like that, in twelve Hours Time, and by
lying on the Water Level, the Ships in the River
would intirely corhmand it, as the Pilot declared,
they did command all the Ground by the Water-
edge ; and that, in the prefent Cafe, within lefs
than half Mufket-thot, which was a better Defence
than the Flajks of any Baftions.

1 AS
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. ¢ .As to the reft of the Circumference, the Ram-

parc was trenerally proved to be ftrong and high,
with a Ditch, which two Witnefles declared pofi-
tively, they themfelves had feen full of Water
vite .round, by mieans of Sluices in the Town;
and, thouOh the chief Engineer did not think the
Dltch capable of being flowed, yet if it was fo, he
thought it net praé‘ucable to take the Place by
Efcalade.’
¢« Many of the ljrxfoners declared there were Num-
bers of Troops upon the Shore, both Regulars
and Militia, and even named particular Regn-
ments.
¢ What feemed certain on the whole was, that tho’
even after all the Alarm there was on the Coaft,
it was poﬁible there might not be an Army affem-
bled to ehgage us in the Field ; yet it feemed highly
improbable, that there ’hould not be a fufficient
Force to make a good Garrifon in the Place.
There were alfo great Numbers of Workmen be-
longing to the Docks ; ; and the Crews of the Ships
then in the River, if compleat amounted to near
3000 Men.
« It muft alfo be confidered, that though no
Alirm thould have been taken before we came
within Sight of Oleron, which was on the 20th,
it was from that to the 24th, when the Report of
the Sea Officers was made, five Days inclufive ;
we muft have been two Days more in Landirg the
Army and Srores; and had then, as we are in-

* formed, a March of eight or nine Miles to the

Place, which muft be made on the eighth Day
from the Time we were feen on the Coaft. There
could be therefore no hopes of a Surprize; and as
there was then a Marefchal of France in or near

the Place, it is impofiible, but fuch /Precautions
3 P >

muft bave been taken, as no Officer of any Capa-
city, or Experience, in the French Army, could
have neglected. Add ro this, that it was row full
Moon, and the Nights were almoft .as light as

“ Day:
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Day : So that to think of furprizing, or affaulting
a Place, under all thefe Circumftances, it is pre-
fumed, muft appear contrary to the Nature of
that Operation, and to all the M'ax_lms_ laid down
by every military Writer of Diftin@ion; fuch
Attacks being, it is apprehended, only to ,be made
where you can run upon a Place in a Night’sMarch,
and where you are by previous Intelligence, ac-
quainted with the Numbers and Nature of its
Garrifon and Guards, the Negle@t of its Rounds
and Defenge, the exa&t Height of its Ramparts,
and the State of its Ditch, Draw-Bridges, Gates,
&c:
¢« This I think is a fair Reprefentation of the
Profpect I had in that Undertaking ; which, in the
Opinion of the whole Council of War, could net
juttify the expofing His Majefty’s Troops, by
landing them without any Security for their
Supplies, or for their Retreat,
s« The great Objett of the Expedition having
thus been found impracticable ; that we might
not rémain inactive, while the Engineers were
demolithing the Fortifications of the Ifle of A,
we did our utmoft Endeavours to difcover, how
we might annoy the Enemy by any other Means.
The next Day after the Council of War, being
the 26th, was fpent in examining Witnefies, and
gathering Information, that we niight judge if it
would be advifeable to make a Defcent on the Hle
of Oleron, and to fee if we could find out a land-
ing Place, from whence any Service ¢ould be done.
Evidence was examined concerning . the Situation
of Fouras. The next Morning we went to re-
connoitre it from the Ifle of Aix; there was fome
Difference of Opinion in regard to an Attempt
upon it, but we came to no final Refolution ’ult
the Afternoon, when a Propofal was made to
tand at Chaselaillon, and make a fudden Attack
upon Fouras, and the other Forts leading to, and
upon the Mouth of the River Charante, with the

- ¢ Land
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Land Forces. A Council of War wias otdered
to meet in the Morning; and that Council was
unanimous for atterhpting it that very Night.
¢« The neceflary Orders were immediately given ;
and about One o’Clock,. the Grenadiets and” great
Part of the Troops, who were to land with me
in the firft Embarkatiop; were on Board ; when
ftrong Wind blowing from the Shore, the Officers
of the Navy appointed to conduét the Landing,
reprefented, that'it was with Difficulty the Long-
boats could make Way; that it would be Day
before the firft Embarkation could get to Shore:
And that it would be five or fix Hours more, be-
fore the Troops firit landed could be fupported
by .a fecond Embarkation. Add to this, that the
Boats belonging to the Tranfports would fcarcé be
able to get on Shore at all.  For thefe Realons,
the Generals found the Forces could not be
landed that Night, N
¢ The next Morning Sir Edward* Haw'e acquainted
Major General Conway and me, that if the Gene-
ral Officérs had no farther military Operations to
propofe, confiderable enoush to authorize his de-
taining the Squadron under his Command longer
there, he intended to proceed with it for England
without lofs of Time. 1 made anfwer, that [
would fummon the General ‘Officers to confider
of an Anfwer; and I defired him to fignify his
Intentions in Writing; which he did in a Letter
to me. Hereupon I fummoned all thofe Land
Officers, who had been Members of the Councils
of War. We then took Sir Edwdrd Hawke’s Let-
ter into. Confideration ; and the fmall Importance
of the EnterpriZe againft the Forts did not appear
to us a fufficient Motive to juftify us in detaining
His Majefty’s Fleet,. We underftood the Fleet
was to be employed in more confiderable Services,
aftet this Expedition was over; and we had
learnied from the Officers of the Navy, that neat
this Time the French Fleets from Martinico and

B2 ¢ Louifbourg
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<< Louifbourg were expected. Thefe Confiderations, to--

1
(13
113

13
113

(19

gether with the Limitation of the Time for our
return to, England, induced us to confent to Sir.
FEdward Hawke’s Propofal.” ,
. Adjourned till Monday next the 14th Inflant, at.
11 o’ Clock.

¢« At a Meeting of the faid General Officers ap-
pointed to enquire into the Caufes of the Failure
of the late Expedition, &c. (purfuant to Adjourn-
ment) on Monday the 14th of November, 1757.” .
Read a fecond Time Sir Jobn Mordaunt’s Narra-.

tive, when he was defired to lay before the Board the.
whole of the Paper he had from Sir Fobn Ligonier,
from which he has quoted two Paragraphs; and the.
fame was read as follows, viz. ‘

-~
-~

~
L)

<« There is a Chance in the beft concerted military
Enterprizes, which| every Man of long Service
muft have experienced ; what Share then muft be
left to Fortune in an Expedition, where neither
the Country, nor the Number of Troops you are
to act againft, is known with any Precifion.

«« The Capacity of the Generals may fupply this
Want of Inteliigence; but to give them any pofi-
tive Plan, or Rule of Aéion, under fuch Circum-
ftances, I apprehend would be abfurd.

¢« If I am rightly informed, the great Point His

¢ Majefty has in View by this Expedition, and the

alarming the Coafts of France, is the Hopes of
making a powerful Diverfion in Favour of H.
R. H. the Duke, as well as the King of
Pruffia, who defires and prefles much this very
Meafure.

¢ In the Execution of this general Plan, a Projett

* of giving a mortal Blow to the naval Power of

France, is in his Majefty’s Thoughts, by attack-
ing and deftroying, if poffible, the Dock, Ship-
ping, and naval Stores at Rochefort. A Plin of
that Place, given by one of his Majefty’s Engi-

‘¢ neers,
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neers, who was there in 1754, feems to encourage
the Attempt; and it muft be owned, that without
fuch Authority, it could hardly be believed thar a
Place of that great Importance could be left in fo
defencelefs 2 Condition.

< In all doubtful dangerous military Attempts,
the Advantages that may accrue from Succefs,

.ought to be weighed againft the Damage and Mif-

fortunes, that may be the Confequences of a Re-
pulfe; and that well confidered, may in Prudence
determine the Choice.

¢ If an Attempt is to be made upon Rochefort, it
will be the Part of the Admiral to know the Coalfts,
to bring the Troops to the neareft Place, to cover

¢ their Landing by the Difpofirion of 'his Ships,

and to dcﬁroy any Barbet Bartteries, which the
Enemy may have upon the Shore, fill remem-
bring, that if the Troops are landed at too great a
Di{tance from the Place, the Defign will become
dangerous, and probably impra&iqablc.
¢« Suppofing the Troops landed, it muft be left to
the Confideration of the Generals, whether they
fhould not march with the proper Precautions di-
reétly to Rockefort, to prevent any Succours being
thrown into the Place; at the fame Time that the
Marines fthould be employed in making a good In-
trenchment for the Security of the Stores to be
landed from Time to Time, as well as of a Retreat
in Cafe of Neceffity.
¢ We are told, the Country in the Neighbour-
hood is low and marfhy; that Circumftance might
be of great Advantage in this Undertaking, be-
caufe in that Cafe, Troops canhot march by Owver-
tures dons la Campagne, but muft follow the Dikes
or Cawfeys, which may be eafily defendcd by
Coupurcs or Redoubts.

A fafe and well fecured Communication between
the Camp and the Sea, from whence you are to
receive your Supplies of all Kinds, is abfolutely

neceflary 5 the whole depends upon it.
B3 “ But
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< But this being done, I fthouid not -be much in
Pain for the Safery of the Troops; an inferior
Number dares not approach you, and one fuperior
will not be eafily affembled, without your knowirg
of ity and at all Events you have fecured a Retreat
to the Ships, ) ,

< T would advife to procure Guides upon the Spot,
and paying them greatly, when faithful; there are.
Numbers of Proteftants in that Province, that
with you well, and would be glad to go on board

with you. ) ,
« Ag for a Coup de Main, it may perhaps fucceed

* beft at your coming up, as the Enemy may be in

great Hurry, Surprize, and Confternation, at
fuch an unexpe&ed Vifit, and not have had_ Time
to make his Difpofitions. But if that is neg
thought proper, it may fucceed as well after the
Place has been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you
have fixt the Spots where you defign to direct your
greateft Efforts; and if the Enemy fee any Prepa-
rations for a regular Attack, they will lefs fufpect
a Coup de Main.

< Bergen-op-zoom was taken by a Ceup de Main,
after a long Siege,

“ St. Philip’s was taken by fcaling Ladders and 3
Coup de Muain, though the Garrifon was*300q
ftrong, after a Siege of 56 Days.

¢ The Neceffity of dividing a fmall Garrifon in a
Place of fuch Circumference as Rechefort, may fas
cilitate the Succefs of a bold Attempt.”

Upon reading that Part of Sir Jobn Mordaunt’s

Narrative, which relates to the Night of the 28th of
September, in which Night it was propofed to have
landed, where one Reafon affigned, why the T'roops
were not acgordingly landed, is ¢¢ that it would be Day
¢¢ before the firft Embarkation could get on Shore,?
a Kind of Contradiftion was obferved between that
and Rear-Admiral Brodrick’s Letter to Sir Edward
Hawke on that Subjet, who writes, that ¢¢ the Ge-

(43

nerals are come to a Refolution not to land To-
¢ pight,
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“ night, but to wait till Day-light, when they can
¢ have a full View of the Ground where they are to
¢ land.” And Rear-Admira] Brodrick was theve-
upon defired to inform the Board, whether that was
the Fa&t he meant to write, or whether he had,
through Hurry, exprefled himfelf otherwife than he
intended ?

Who faid, that what was contained in the Letter
he mutt abide by ; that he gave it to Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt to read before he fent it, to fee if what he had
wrote was agreeable to his Intention; at the fame
Time defiring Sir Jobn would explain the Reafons
fully, as the Blame would lye upon him, Rear-Ad-
miral Bredrick ; and that Sir Yobn returned him the
Letter, without making any Objeftion thereto ; and
anfwered him, that the Blame would not lye upon
bim, but that they (the Genperal Officers of the
Land Forces) would be anfwerable,

Rear-Admiral Brodrick added, that he believes
Major ‘General Conway likewife read the Letter. -

Major General Conway faid; that he did not read
the Letter; and particularly remembers, that from
the Letter being fo fhort, he advifed Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt, that it fhould in his Opinion have been much
fuller, fetring forth the Reafons particularly of not
landing the Forces that Night.

Sir obn Mordaunt admitted, that the Letter was
fhewn to him; but in the Hurry he did not fuffi-
ciently attend to the Contents; and at the fame Time
did Rear- Admiral Brodrick the Juftice o fay, all was
ready on his Part, and that he fhewed the greateft
Readinefs to affift and co-operate for the Good of the
Service; but that he was certainly miftaken in the
Reafon affigned for the not landing ; and in order now
to convince the Rear-Admiral thereof, defired him
to recollect, whether all the Arguments ufed did not
turn-upon its being neceffary, or at leaft advifable,
to land before Day-light 5 which was thought fcarcely

poffible, as the Wind then was,

B 4 Rear-
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Rear- Admiral Brodrick reply’d, that .tbe ‘lan‘dmg
would have been attended with great Difficulty, bug
is pretry well affured, they would have bcen on
Shore before Day-light, or near the Time of Day;
but that both Wind and Tide would have been againft
thém for the fecond Embarkation, which would have
occafioned at leaft fix Hours Diftance between the firft
and fecond Landing ; he is neverthelefs fatisfied there
is no Miftake in his Letter, and muft beg Leave to
repeat the Words Sir Yobz himfelf made ufe of]
¢ that they muft fee the Ground they were to land
« on.” ’ ' Y
Major General Conway, in order to explain this,
obferved, that Rear-Admiral Bredrick muft, as he
imagines, have miftaken the S;nfc, in which thofe
Words wete ufed, as what he conceives'to have beéen
meant by them is, Sir Jobn Mordaunt’s Intention of
having the Ground viewed in the Morning, in order
to embark the Night following. :
The following Queftions were then propofed by his
Grace the Duke of Marlborough to Sir Fobn Mor-
dount, defiring he would ufe 'his Difcretion in an{wer-
ing them, and received the feveral Anfwers fubferibed
to each Queftion, wiz. S ' :
9, Was the Atsack of the Fort on the Ifle of 4ix
with a view to facjlitate the Landing' on the Conti-
nent ? ' : -
" A. When he firft attended the Council in Losidon,
he underftood it was; and’ is of Opinion, the Fort
alone was of no Confequence, had it not Been with
that View. ‘ :
© 2, Was that Artack neceffary to engage the At-
tention of the whole Fleet and Army ? " L
A. In his Opinion it was, becaufe he underfteod
the taking that Fort, and Fort Foiras, was to be
done by the Skipping, and then they ‘might have

gone on to Rockefort.

© 2, Did he fee any Number of Forces or Batteries

on the Shore, {0 as to’ make' the Affiftance of the
‘ - Ships
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$hips neceffary to cover the landing on the Conti-
nent ?

YA There were F orces and Cannon, but the Num-
ber he can’t an{wer for, and they were at a Dxﬁance
from the Shore at the Time the Ifle of Aix was taken,
and did not know, where there was a Place to land.
“T'he Captain of the %per Sloop faid, the Sand Hills
where they were to land would have concealed any
Number ‘of Forces, and it was not natural to expect
the Troops would fhew themfelves, till they knew
where the Landing was inténded.

2. Did he fend the Quartermafter General or any
Land Officers, with Rear Admiral Brodrick, to recon-
noitre the Landing Places ?

" 4. He thiought that a Matter relating to the Sea,
and he did no S And befides, they could only make the
Soundmgs in the Night, and confequently his fending
a Land Officer with them could have been of no Ufe

Q. When the Admiral returned with his Report,
if a Council of War was thought neceffary, why was
it delayed till next Day? -

A. It was propofed by Major General Conway to

o' that Afternoon to the Ifle of Aix to reconnoitre
?rom therice,” whether they could find out any Place
near ‘or toward Fouras, and alfo to examine the Prifon-
ers; and the Men of War laid at fuch a Diftance
from each other at that Time, that the Members of
the Council could not, w1thout fome Difficulty, be
convened

Q Did he go that Afternoon to the Ifle of ix ?

. Yes.

. Does he think, that a Detachment of four or five
hundrcd Men could have taken Fort Fouras by Land,
whillt the reft were marching to Rachefort ?

A. He kiew nothing, at tha’t Time, of the Strength
of Fort Fouras on the Land-fide.

9, Had he been in Pofleflion of Fort Fouras, could
they not have fecured a Retreat by that very narrow

-Neck of Land Wthh runs out into the Sea, againft:

~

v a much
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a much greater Number of Forces, that might have
'oppofed them ?

A. Foran Anfwer to this Queftion, he begg Leave
to refer to Major-General Conway, whq laid that
Way, with Vice Admiral Knowles’s Divifion.
Major General Conway’s Anfwer is, That the Part
veferred to, is not properly a Neck of Land, buta
Band, which is covered at High Water.

9. (To Sir Fobn Mordaunt.) Does he not think
be could have fecured a Retreat (independent of that
fuppofed Neck of Land) if in Poffeffion of Fort Fou-
rasé

A. Doubtlefs it would have been of great Ule for
fecuring a Retreat. '

Q. Were not the Accounts of Rochefort contradic-
tory ?

Jyf. It is difficult to recollet all that might be faid
on the Subjeé ; the Council of War fhews there was
a Contradiétion.

9. Did the Evidence of the French Prifoners taken
at the Ifle of Aix contradit, or confirm the Reppr; of
Lieut. Colonel Clerk ? '

A. Some contradiéted, and fome confirmed it ; but
he gave little or no Weight to what the Fremch
Prifoners faid.

9. Did the Evidence, that faid there was a wet
Ditch round the Town, affirm, that that Ditch re-
mained wet at Low Water ?

A. He refers to the Cqouncil of War, and thinks
from the Sluices at both Ends, it is natural to fuppofe
it muft be fo.

9, Does he think it poffible to judge of the Prac-
ticability of taking a Place by Aflault without recon-
noitring, fince the Ewidence was contradictory ?

4. His Narrative, as he conceives, explains that
very fully ; and he begs leave to remark that two
Witnefles faw the Place wet, and the other only
fays, that when he faw the Ditch, it did not appear
to him capable of bein,g flowed, ,

8. Did
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Q. Did he eommunicate his Inftruéions to -the
Counci] of War? '

"A. He laid them upon the Table.

Q, What was done on the 26th and 27th of Sep-
teméer ?

A. He refers fo the Narratwe.

@, What Reafons induced him to confent to
landing on the 28th, fince it appeared fo difficult
on the 25th?

A. The Dxﬁ’iculty was the Retreat, and if ..they
took Fouras, which it was in View to have done on
the 28th, they had a Retreat.

9. Why would he rifque the Troops on an in-
confiderable Object, when he did not think it advif-
able to rifque them on that of fo much more Import-
ance, and particularly pointed out by his Inftructions,
wiz. the Attack upon Racbefort ?

4. He looked upon lt, the great Rifque was avoided
by fecuring a Retreat in the taking of Fouras, and
in the other Cafe (that of attempting Rocbefort with-
out fuch Retreat) he refers to the Quotation from Sir
Jobu Ligonier’s Paper ufed in his Narrative.

How came he to refolve on returning to Eng-
{and wuthout holding anether Council of War, feeing
1t had been unammoufly agreed in a former Council
to land ?

A. He refers himfelf to his Narrative, and to Sir
Edward Hawke’s Letter to him, which was produced,
ViZ, :

““ Ramilies, Bafque Road, 29th Sept. 1757.
“ SIR,

¢ Should the General Officers of the Troops have

¢ no farther Military Operation to propofe, con-
¢ fiderable enough to authorize my detaining the
¢ Squadron under my Command longer here, I
4_ 13 beg
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¢ beg Leave to acquaint you, that I intend to prq-
“ cccgd with it for England without Lofs of Time,

« -am, Sir, your moft Obedient

<« To «« Moft Humble Sqrvant,

“¢ Sir Fobn Mordannt.
S ‘ « ED. HAWKE.”

Sir Fobn ' Mordaunt having anfwered to the feveral
Queftions propofed” to him, defired to obferve in
Addition to his Narrative, that the firft Defign was
to have taken /2 Ifle & Aix and Fort Fouras by Sea,
and then there would have been great Eafe in the
reft of the Enterprize; that he imagined from the
firft fetting out I’ Ifle & Aix and Fort Fouras could
be taken by Sea; and in the Evening of taking ’Iffe
4 Aix, Admiral Sir Edward Hawke mentioned, that
he would take Fouras the next Morning, by laying
a Ship to it: And the next Morning Sir Edward
called for the Pilot of the Magnanime, and examined
him, whether he could lay his Ship fo, as to difmantle
Fort Fouras? to which the Pilot anfwered, he could.
The fame Morning Major General Conway came to
the Rawnlies, and produced the Plan referred to in
the Narrative. | '

Colonel Fames o olfe, Quarter-Mafter General upon
the Expedition, being called, -at the Defire of Sir Fobn
Alordaunt, and defired to inform the Board what paf-
ied the Evening after taking the Iffe &’ Aix, in regard
to the Attack of Fouras, — faid, that he had been at
the Ifle of Aix, and returned about 8 o’Clock, and
took the Liberty of fuggefting his Opinion to Sir
Edward Hawke ard Sir Fobr Mordaunt, that he did
not doubt but a Ship of War might batter Fort Fou-
ras, and that a Body cf Troops might be landed at
the fame time, and atrack it with Succefs : He took
the Liberty allo to mention, (as he only had feen the
Fort) that if Sir Edward Hawke thought proper to
make a Diverfion near Rockelle at the fame time, it

might
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might engage the Attention of the Frensh, and give-
an Opportumty of making a Defcent between« He
alfo. hinted his - Oplmon, as to fending.the Bomb
Ketches out, not knowing, but Bombs' mxght be thrown,
into Rochelley and Sir Edward fent for them up accor-
dingly. He- likewife nfentioned another Circum-
ftance, in regard to fending for. the Pilot of the
Magnanime, who would inform Sll‘ Edward, if there
was Depth of Water fufficient to carry a Ship up to
Fouras ; -adding, from the indifferent Opinion he had
of the Fort, a.Forty or Fifty Gun Ship might at leaft
annoy the Fort, fo as to give an Opportumty of
Landing. Sir Edward then Teemed to incline to the
Attack of Fouras, and mentioned the ij‘leur as'a
Ship he intended to employ ; talked of doing it the
next Morning, and- appeared very keen and wirm
about it; that.Sir Edward did. fend for the Pilot of
the Magnanime, and examined him the next Day, but
he, Colonel W olfe, was not prefent; that he fpoke to
the Pilot of the Magnanime himfelf the next Mornmg,
(but whether before or after his being examined by
Sir Edward, is not certain) and aftked him, whether
he could carry a Ship up to Fozras2 The Pilot’s An-
fwer was, either he could ‘(or he believed he could)-
take the Magnanime within half a Mile, as he under-
ftood, of Fouras; and if he recollets, faid, he would
beat itdown in lefs Time, than he had done the other
Fort. He afked the Px,lot: further, Whether between
Fort Fouras and Fort [z Point any Perfons could be
landed during the Agtack to inveft Fouras, and de-.
fired the Pilot to find a Guide amongft the Prifoners,
to fhew a proper Place for lunding, venturing to tell
him, they fhould be handfomely rewarded, if they
performed the Service well. He alfo afked the Pilor,
why he chofe the Magmznzme, rather than the Barflenr,
or any other Ship? he anfwered, on account of the
Captain, of whom his Expreﬂion was, ¢ I/ ¢ff jeune
“ & brave, Servez vous en.
Being afked by Sir Jobu Mordaunt, whether he ever
* heard
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heard atiy Sea Captdin fay, he would undertake
the taking of the Fort? ] .

Anfwered, Captain Colgy of the Ptiricefs Amelta, it
Converfation on that Heéad, told him, he had made
Offers to attack it ; is not certain' he {aid; he had made
thofe Offers to Sir Edward Hawhke, but frequently to’
Mr. Brodrick. He, Colenel Wife, likewife obferved
to Captain Colby, as it was then late, being the 28th
September, if the Troops were pufhed, there might
poflibly be a Neceflity of attacking it, in order to
bring off the Troops 5 and faid, in that Cafe hé fup-
pofed, as an Englifbman who withed well to his Coun-
try, he would urge the Admiral to do it ; and, he be-
lieves, he fpoke to the fame Purpofe afterwards to
M¢. Brodrick in the America. ' ‘

Being atked, of what Strength did Fouras appear
to him, when he firt reconnoitred it ? :

Anfwered, he faw it immediately after the Attack
of the Ifle of A, and it appeared to him to be a wedk
Fortrefs: The Front and Parapets were of Mafonry,
which, he conceives, muft have been of Advantage,
and confifted of a ftreight Line of 2 Wall, and another
within that higher up;, and no"Outworks, (he {peaks
of the Side towards the Sea.) — He could not from
his Eye difcover the Land-fide, nor get one Word of
Intelligence concerning it at that Time. There were
24 Embrazures to the Sea fide, and a Battery be-
yond, which Battery he did not fee the firft Day.

Being afked, (by Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Defire)
what Number of good Troops would, in his Opi-
nion, have enabled a Commander to prevent their
landing at the propofed Landing-place at Chate:
baillon ?

‘Anfwered, Any Opinion he can form upon that
Point muft be very indeterminate; but, from what
he could obferve, the Sand Hills were pretty near to
the Water-(ide, ‘and his Notion is, all Circumftances
confidered, a Thoufand good Foot, and 200 or 300
Horfe, might have prevented about 2c00 Men lands
1ing from Boats,

Being
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Being afked by the Board, How many could have
embarked in'the Boats ? ‘

Anfwered, He believes there was never an exact
Calculation made of that; he fhould think about
thirty-lix Companies, which confitted of about fixty
private Men each, belides Officers.

’ Q% Did he fee any T'roops, where it was propofed to

fand? .

A. No. He faw fix- Pieces of Cannon on the
Point, but which he thinks could not reach the
Beach. |

9, If a fufficient Number of Men had been con-
cealed behind the Sand Hills, could Ships in that
Cafe be of any Ufe to cover the Landing?.

A. No: Such Troops muft have been fafe from

the Ships while concealed. .
_ Colonel George Howard, being called at Sir Jobz
Mordaunt’s Defire, and afked, what Account the
Captain of the Viper Sloop gave him? faid, that he
received Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Orders to go reconnoi-
tring with Colonel #7ulfe on Thurfdzy, which he be-
lieves was the 29th of September ; and when they
came to the Viper Sloop, which was ftationed neareft
the Coaft, as they were taking their View of the
Land, he afked Captain Skyaner, the Commander,
fome- Queftions relative to Obfervations he might
have made. The Captain faid, he came there on the
Sunday before, and that on the Sunday Afternoon, or
Monday Morning, he faw a confiderable Number of
Treops marching down, and that he reckoned eight
or nine Pair of Colours ; that he faw them in Camp
that the next Morning the View of the Camp was
intercepted, fo that he could not fee them .again,
which he attributed to the Enemy having flung up
fome Ground on the Beach; and that he faw the
Sand Hills on the Beach confiderably higher than
they were on Sznday when he came there; which he,
Colonel Howard, reported to Sir Fobn Mordaunt.

Being queftioned by the Board, whether he afked

> the
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the Captain of what particular Numbers he thought
the Troops might confift ? -

Said, he did afk him that Queftion, and that thé
Captain anfwered him, he could not determine ; but
that he; Colonel Howard; might better judge from
the Number of Colours. o .

Being queftioned farther, he faid, the Captain
could give no Defcription of the Quantity of Ground
they covered in their Camp, nor did he fpecify,
whether they were regular Forces; or the Tfoops of
the Country. o

Captain Thomas Qfbert Mordaunt being. examined;
at the Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt, faid, thdt ke re-
ceived a Meffage from Sir Edward Hawke the Morn-
ing after the Attack upon the e of Aix, defiring
him to come down to the Cabbin ; where he found
the Admiral, Vice-Admiral Knowles, and the Pilct
of the Magnanime. The Admiral defired him, Cap-
tain Mordaunt, as he did not underftand French him-
felf, to afk the Pilot fome Queftions for him.  Aftef
afking fome about the Approach to Rochelle, he afked
particularly, how near a Ship could be broughtto
Fouras y the Pilot faid, he could bring the Magna-
#ime, as his Expreflion was * dans un demy Mile,
 meme dans wn quart de Mile;” but he muft then
run the Ship upon the foft Mud, in which the would
ftand fecure till the next Tide, which would bring
her off. And left there thould have been any Mif-
underftanding, as to the Diftance intended by a Mile;
the Pilot was defired to explain himfelf, and faid he
meant ¢ Miles of Eungland.” The Admiral replied,
that would do. The Admiral then afked, if, by
lightening the Barfleur, he could bring her as near ;
the Pilot faid he could, but he had rather go with
the Magnanime, becaufe Caprain How was young and
brave ; and that he could not be better employed
than in the Service of his Country. The Admiral
mentioned, he did not care that Ship fhould go, as
having been upon fevere Service before.

Major
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Major General Conway being defired by Sir Fobn
Mordaunt to give an Account, as to the Time pro-
pofed for landing, whether it was intended to have
been by Night, or by Day-light, and the Reafons of
its being put off, faid, that he underftood it to have.
been the Intention'of all (he knows it was his own)
to have landed in the Night, and the Difpofition was
made to land accordingly. Captain How firft came
on Board the Ramillies, where they all were before
they went to their Rendezvous; and faid, he was
forry to obferve to them, the Wind was {prung up
from the Shore, and feared it wouid be a great Ob-
ftruétion to landing that Night.—Sir Fobn Mordaunt
faid, he would go to the Rendezvous on board the
America, where they fhould be better Judges, and that
he would make the Landing, if poflible.  When they
came on board the America, Rear- Admiral Brodrick
and feveral of the Captainsfaid (believes Mr. Brodrick
fpoke firft, butis not certain) they hoped it would
not be imputed to any Backwardnefs in them, but it
was their Opinion, the Wind fat {o ftrong againft
them, it would be about Day-light before the Boats
could get to Shore, and fix Hours. more, before a.
fecond Embarkation could be landed. Sir Fobn
Mordaunt {aid, as he remembers, the Difpofition was
made for landing in the Night, and that he thought
it muft be put off to another Night; and took the
Opinion of the Officers prefent upon that Subjeét,

Major General Cornwallis confirmed the fame in
general ; adding, that he rather underftood from his
Converfation with Captain How, that his Opinion
was againft landing in general, as he confefles his own
was ; but it was moft indifputably the Intention, that
the Troops thould land in the Night. He remembers
Captain Dennis particularly thought the landing,- as
the Wind then was, an impracticable, or at leaft, a
very dangerous Enterprize. ,

Colonel George Howard confirmed the fame, as to
the Difpofition being made for landing in the Night,
and the Reafon of its being deferred.

C . Colonel
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Colonel Thomas Brudenell being defired by Sir 70’1_77l
Mordaunt to-give an Account of what paﬁt}ﬁl within
his Knowledge, as to the Difficulty of Landing, faid,
that by Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Orders the Afternoon of
the 28th, it appeared the Intention was to la-rgdfbe-
fore the Day came on. The Long-boat belonging to'
the Tranfport he, Colonel Brudenzll, was aboard p_f,
was a pretty large one, and there were embarked in
it 40 or 42 Soldiers. They waited fome Fime along
fide the Ship, expecting the Signal to put off, and
obferving that the Wind blew very ftrong from the
Shore, he atked the Mafter of the Tranfport, whe-
ther he thought it poffible, that the Yawl with four
Soldiers in it couid tow that Long-boat to Shore ?
who anfwered, he was fatisfied it was impofiible to-do
it in lefs than feven Hours, but he. rather thought it
was impoflible to do it at all. He, Colonel Brudenell,
had apprehended the Men of War’s Boats were to
have attended, and affifted in towing them ; for hav-
ing been on Board feveral Ships, it appeared to him
an impoflible Thing; this was about One in the
Morning. Whilft they were waiting, an Officer of
his Regiment, who had been on Board the Tranfport,
whence the Grenadiers and Pickets were to ge into
the Boats, came on Board, and told him, Captain
Buckle of the Royal George had been on Board that
Tranfport, and obferved to them, that as the Wind-
was, . he thought it impratticable for the Boats to
land ; and that Caprain Buckle was gone on board' the
Admiral to acquaint him therewith. In about an
Hour and an half after that, another Boat came along
fide the Tranfport with a Sea Officer, as he believes,
in it, who faid, Captain Buckle was come back from
the Admiral, and the Men were not to land that:
Night, but were to return to their Ships again.
This he did not take for an Order, and fo his Men
remained in the Boat, where they had been. fome
Hours, till he received Sir Yobn Mordauns’s Orders to
put them on Board again. He likewile afked feveral
others next Day, what had pafied on board their

2 Tranfports,
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Franfports, and found it to have been the general
Opinion of the Mafters, that it was not poffible to
land: that Nighe.

Vice Admiral Knowles being afked, at Sir Fob#
Mordaunt’s Defire, whether feveral Winds might not
have kept the Fleer a confiderable Time in- Bafque
Road, without a Poffibility of getting out ?

Anﬁvercd He has already given- " his Opinion in
the firft Council'of War on. this Head, to which he
begs Leave to refer ; for that the fame Wind which
would prevent the reximbarking of the Troops, would
detain the Squadron there.

Afked, Did he nat think it advifable to fail on
their Return Home at the Time they did, confidering
the Situation of the French Fleets, which might be ex-
pected home ?

Anfwered, His Opinion never was afked about it.

Being defired by Sir Fobn Mordaunt now to give
his Opinion on that Queftion faid, That after he
found there was no landing for the Troops, without
great Rifk, he thould, had he been properly afked by
his {uperior Officer, certainly have given his Opinion
for coming away. -

Sir Fobn Mordannt here begged Leave to obferve,’
that he did apply for a Council of War to Sir Edward
Hawke, who refufed him, giving him' for Anfwer, that
the Seamen had nothing to do with it, it was a Land
Operation only: He, Sir Fobn, fince finds, upon aclofer
Perufal of his Inftruétions, that he had himfelf a
Power to have called a Council of War, but was not
then apprifed of it.

Major General Conway was then queftioned by the
Board, Whether Sir Fobnw Mordaunt’s Ini‘trué’tlons?
were laid before the Council of War ?

Anfwered, Yes.

9. What Reafons he had to apprehend a Body of
Troops to oppofe their Landing ¢

A. From general Reafoning upon the Subje&, and
the Information of the Prifoners.

Q. What was that Information ?

C2 A. One
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A One faid, there were eleven Battalions,' another
mentioned feven ; and though he paid very little Re~
gard to any of them fingly, yet, upon the Whole, he
thought there was no room left to doubt but there
were fome Troops.

9. Whether any Batteries or Troops appeared to
him ?

A. Very few: There was a {mall Battery, but he
imagined the Troops would naturally conceal them-
felves till the Attempt to land. '

He then obferved, that no Officer, as he conceives,
called to a Council of War, is criminally accountable
for his Opinion given in that Council 5 but if called
upon, he is very ready to give the Reafons that guided
his Opinion. -

Being defired to mention thofe Reafons, he faid,
as we | from general Reafoning as Intelligence, tho’
he knew of no confiderable Army in the Field, he
was perjuaded there muft be a confiderable Number
of Men in Rochefort.—They had been feen five Days.
on the Coaft, and two Days more muft have been
taken up in landing with the Stores.—They had no
particular Intelligence of many neceffary Circumftan-.
ces relative to the State of the Place: They could not
furprize it, and had not Artillery to attack it in form,
and no fecure Retreat for the Troops.—That he did
imagine there would be an Oppofition upon landing,
but the Want of a Retreat was the principal Objec-
tion with him.—He further faid, they had not at firft
fufficient Intelligence to depend on taking Fort Fouras
by an Artack on the Land Side; when he thought
the Intelligence fufficient, he did propofe landing in
order to artack it. He then, to fave the Trouble of
any further Queftions, faid, that he had prepared a
thort State of the whole Proceedings, beginning from
the firft Attack upon Aix, fo far as his own Conduct
is any way concerned, which was laid before the Board,
and read as follows, vrz.

“ On Friday the 23d of September, 1 went up with
¢ three Battalions to fuftain the Attack on the Fort
“ of Aix. “ On
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 On Szturday Morning I went on board the Rg-
‘milies (Sir Edward Hawke's Ship) and there gave
in a Plan for landing as near Fouras as po(ﬁ-
ble, and attacking the Fort de P Equille near it with
a Detachment of Grenadxerc while a Ship lay up
to batter the Fort of Fouras by Sea; and for mak-
ing a Feint on the Side of Rochelle and the Ifle of
RFk¢, to facilitate that Attempt: This Plan was
accepted by Sir, Fobn, Mordaunt, but not ap-
proved of by the' Admiral,
‘¢ ‘Soon after the Rear Admira! and Captams, fcnt
to reconnoitre and found the Coaft, reporting, that
there was no landmg Place near Fouras, and that
the only landing Places they had difcovered be-
tween that Fort and La Rochelle, were near the
Point of Chatelaillon ; and it being alfo now de-
clared, that the Fort of Fouras could not be at-.
tacked by Sea, that Scheme was laid afide, and.a
general Council of War called, which met next
Morning, the 25th ; wherein it was unanimoully,
refolved, by both Sea and Land Officers prefent,
that the landing near Chatelaillon, in order to march
up and attack Rochefort directly, as the Queftion
was there ftated, was nelther advifable nor prac-
ticable.
“ But a Queftion being then propofed for deter-
mining to come back to England, 1 oppofed it, as,
it was not in" that View I gave my Afient to the
former Queftion ; and thought we fhould by all
Means fee, what farther could be done to annoy the,
Enemy

©"We met next Day to' fign the Council ; and Sir
Fobn Mordaunt then propofed landing on the lﬂand
of Oleron, and faid, he had ‘mentioned it to Sir
Edward Hawke, who'approved it.  To this I add-
ed, that if that Place was fixt upon for a Land-
ing, I thould then propofe attacking the Caftle of,
Olerén on the South-End of the Ifland, and pafling
over from thence: to the’ Contment, between Brou-
cge and the Chareste, which is about a League,

5 C 3 « and
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and from thence not more than two Leagues to

‘Rochefort : And as no Attempt was prabably ex-

pected on that Side, we might poﬁibly fucceec.l‘, fo
far as to deftroy fome of the Ships or Magazines.
But this Scheme being laid afide after {fome Debate,
I then propofed to the General Officers prefent, to
go and view Fouras, and the Coaft near it, to fee
what could be done on that Side, which was agreed
to.

¢« They met accordingly at the Ifle of Aix, where
I gave my Opinion for the Landing and Attack of
that Fort, and the Fort de [’ Equille; but that At-
tempt being in general judged too difficult, it was
dropt.

€ ’IEhe fame Afternoon I went on board the Ra-
milies, and propofed to Sir Edward Hewke and Sir
Fobn Mordaunt the landing at Chatelaillon, and
marching from thence to attack Foures and the
other Forts on the Back ; of which I thought we
had now fufficient Knowledge to depend upon the
taking Fouras, as a fecure Retreat for the T'rogps,
and that we might then fee, what farther could be
done. N

¢ This Propofition was next Morning referred to
a Council of War, where it was agrced upon, and

' ordered to be put in execution that Night.

« But was put off, on a Reprefentation of the Sea
Officers, upon account of the ftrong Wind then
blowing from the Shore.
“ It was alfo at the fame Time reported, that
fome Camps and Entrenchments had becn feen on
the Shore, particularly near the Place- where the
Landing was to hawe been made,
¢ I therefore afked Sir Fobn Mordauns’s Leave to
go, and accordingly went next Morning to recon-
noitre the Coaft from Fouras to Chatelaillon..
““ On my Report, Sir Fobn Mordaunt called the
Land Officers of the Council of War together, to
know their Opinions, whether it was now proper to
renew the Attempe for the Landing,—I.did de-
' s clare
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¢ clare it-to be mine, but the other -Gentlemen being
« gl of a contrary Opinion, I acquiefced.”

‘Major General Conway being afked, by defire of
Sir Fabn Mordamt Whether he, Sir Jobn, did thew
him Sj?r'Edwzmd.Hamkeis Letter of the 29th of Sep-
gember, with regard to the Return to England 2

Anfwered, That Sir Fobp did Thew him that Let-
ter, and at the fame Time offered Major General Con-
way (if it was his Opinion) flill to-go on; but he re-
plied, it was too delicate a Matter for him to take
upon himfelf, unlefs-it was alfo Sir Jobn’s own Opi-
nion ; that whatever might be his private Sentiments,
‘he thould acquiefce in the general Opinion, which he
did accordingly.

Major General -Cornwallis being called upon 1aid,
As he did not.imagine hlsrConduft was under inquiry,
he is not prepared w1th a Narrative. That he was a
Major General, and the Third in Command in the
Expedition, and, as he canceives, not refponfible for
the Failure or Succefs. That he was never wanting
.in any Part of his Duty, was always at his Poft, and
ready to obey any Order from his fuperior Officers :
That he attended Councils of War when fummoned,
as was his Duty ; and when there, gave his Opinion
-according to the beft of his Judgment, and does not
conceive himfelf to be accountable for'the Opinion fo
given : But to any Queftions the Board fhould think
fit to propofe, he would very readily give an Anfwer
to.the-beft of his Judgment.

Being afked, Whether he did at apy Time, in his
Opmxon, fee it practicable or advifablc to land ?

Anfwered, At no Time, as there appeared to him
no Security for landing the Troops, nor any Retreat
fecured ; and laftly, he had heard an able Pilot fay,
he had been feven Weeks there, without a Poffibility
of a Boat pafling or repaffing. The Retreat and
Communication between the Troops and Shipping,
appeared to him abfolutely neceffary ; and their hav-
ing been therefo long, was a ftronger Argument with

‘it againft landmg And 1nformcd as he now is,
C 4 under
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under all the Difadvantage of popular Opx_mon, were
the Cafe again to happen under the fame Circumftan-
ces, he fhould now perfift in the fame Opinion. He
would as readily, as any Officer in the Service, have
hazarded his own Perfon, if ordered to land with an
Hundred Men only ; but when called upon for his
Opinion in fo momentous an Affair, he could not an-
fwer to himfelf rifquing the Whole. He added, he
was againft the Meafure of landing inthe Second
Council of War, but acquiefced in the Opinion of the
Majority of the Council, and was ready at his Poft,
to put the Refolution in Execution.

Being afked, whether any Thing appeared to
him to prevent the Communication between the Ships
and the Troops ?

Anfwered, no Men of War could get nearer than
two Miles, which made the whole of the Commu-
nicatiun precarious, as it depended only on the Wind’s.
thifting into 2 particular Corner at the critical Junéture
of the Equinox.

Colenel George Howard, as having been called to
the Councils of War, by the Commanders of the
Expedition, was then defired to lay before the Board,
if he thought proper, the Motives which had the
principal Weight v.ith him, together with any other
Matters, that he might judge material for the Infor-
mation of the Board; who faid, he was very little
prepared, -not knowing he fhould be called upon,
but neverthelefs readily mentioned to the Board the
principal Matters, which had determined his Judge-
ment, being to the fame Effeét, as contained in the
Paper by him prefented the Day following.

Adjeurned till the Morrow at 11 o’ Clock in the
Forenoon.

At a meeting of the faid General Officers, ap-
pointed to inquire ihto the Caufes of the Failure of
the late Expedition, &c. purfuant to Adjournment
on Tuejday the 15th of November 175%.

Major
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Major General Cornwallis, defired to add,.in Ex-
planation of -what he mentioned Yefterday, with re-
gard to the Pilot’s Evidence upon .the Impoffibility
of pafling, and. repafsing, that he’does not thereby
mean any particular Storm or Tempeft ; but that the.
ordinary Wind fitting: in_from the ‘Bay, would make
fuch-a Surf on the -Shore, that Boats could not go
there.

~Colonel Haward acquamtcd the . Board, that he
had now committed to writing the’ Motives of his
Opinion, differing in little more from the Aceoutit
he gave them Y- fterday, than that they: are more
methodically ‘digefted, and defired they might be, ac-
cepted inftead of his verbal Narration ; and the fame
were accepted accordingly, and read;:as follows; viz.

¢ Unaccufed' and unconf{cious, .as I am, ofthe
“¢¢ leaft military Mifconduét, I thall however, foi'the
‘¢ Satisfaction” of this Honourable . Board, relate the
¢ Motives, ‘ which “induced the" Opinions I Bave
“ given, not as a Matter of Self'defence, but of
¢ Evidence only, agreeable. to the Summons I re-
¢ ceived to attend atsthis Place. o

¢ As it is well .known I went upon- the. Expe-
¢¢ ditiun, only as a Regimental Officer, and that: my
¢ Situation could neither intitle. me to know. the
4 Motives upon which it was undertaken, nor the
*¢ Springs which were to conduét.the Execution of
¢ it, I flatter myfelf I cannot be in the leaft accounta-
¢¢ ble for the Fatlure of the Enterprize.

¢ As the Execution of this Affair was intrufted
¢ to three General Officers of fuch eftablithed Cha-
€ ra&ers, I lictle thought T fhould be .concerned,
¢ but in a chearful Obedience of thc Orders I mxuht
< receive from them.

“ When I was fummoned as eldef’c Colonel to. the
¢« Council of War on the 25th of September, 1 was
¢¢ totally uninformed, as my Situation could notadmit
¢ of my being pre: ent at any previous Confulta-

€ tion.
il When
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¢« When the Object of the-Council was propaled,

and the Rear Admiral’s Report of the 24th rela-

tive to the Soundings and two landing Places,
which he had.difcovered, was read, the great Diffi-
culties, which astended the landing of the T'roops,
Artillery, Ammunition, Provifions, and Camp
Equipage at either .of thofe .Plages, as well as the
great Uncertainty of fecuring a Retreat fram thenge
in cafe of any Emergency, and .of preferving a
Communication with our Shipping, were fo fully

.. demonftrated, (as no Ship, moteven a Frigate of

the Fleet, could afford the leaft Protection, either
in.the landing or réimbarking of the Troops) that

.1 theught the Attempt uncommonly hazardous, and

that they weresby no Means the proper ,Places of
landing, to facilitate the Defigns upon Rathefors.

« In «Confequence of which Opinion, I afked at
the Council of War, If it was not poffible fora
Ship or two to- favour a Defcent of the Troops
near Fouras, by attacking that Fort by Sea; which
I.thought fhould have been the immediate Qpera-
tion, after taking the Fapt of Aix ;a5 by that
Means we thould have been three Miles at leaft

‘nearer to Rochefort, the Troops, &5¢. could hawe

been landed in a very fhont Space of Time, and
nothing could have interrupted -our Communica-
tion with the Ships: But the A¢imiral declared it
was impralticable, and that no Ship could go up
higher than the Ifle of Aix without being on
Ground.

“¢ The other Part of my Opinion was founded upon
-the Evidence mentioned in the Council-of War,

being (as I have obferved before) quite uninformed,
and not knowing any thing about Roechefort, but
from the Evidence which appeared at the Council.

¢ :As to the fecond Council of War on the 28th,
tho’ I do not think any great publick Utility would

¢ have be¢n anfwered in Janding the Troops for the

Purpofes therein menEioned-, and tho’ the Pro-
pofal was made late in point of Time, yet I was
¢ deter-
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<« determined no Negatwe of mine -fhould appear to
« any Operation it was thought proper to undertake
¢ by fo many ‘begter Judges: then mydelf, .
. 4T have ever been moft- ready to exert-myfélf in
& all . Points of .my Duty, fhall con’[’cant}y perfcverc
¢ in fo doing, and defy the World to tay a contrary
« Behaviour to my Charge.”

Captain Willigm szilzps delivered to the Board a
Paper from Sir Jobn Ligonier, which he was directedl -
to inform them is the Original, of which Sir Yobn
Mordawnt produced a Copy, and refered to in his
Narrative; and which Sir Yobn Ligonier is defirous
the Baoard “fhould underftand, was 'by no Means in-
tended as Inflruétions, but only Hints, -which he had
put upon Paper and read to Sir Fobn Mordaunt, who
thereupon defired a Copy Captain Phillips likewife
obferved, That theve is a Paragraph added at the
Foot of fhls Paper, which is not contained in -Sir
Fohn Mordaunt’s Copy, and which Sir Fobn Ligonier
had direéted him likewife to mention to the Board :
The faid Paragraph is, as follows, vrz.

«< When Sir Jobn Ligonier wrote this Paper, of
¢ which Sir Fobu Mordeunt defired a ‘Copy, he knew
¢ nothing.of the Difpefition of the French Troops.
¢t ——The {mall Number of thefe Treops that could
¢ be.upon that Coaft, by the Difpofition produced
¢¢ at the Cabinet Counml leffened very much the
¢¢ Neceflity of the Precautions to be taken for a Com-
 munication or landing.”

Sir Fobr Mordaunt here obferved That thofe Hmts
proceeded from his preffing Sir _‘70/971 Ligonier to give
him a pofitive Order ; which, be faid, he could not
do, but would gwelhxm his Thoughts.

Major General Conway confirms the Circumftance
of Sir Jobn Mordaunt prefling Sir Jobn Ligonier, in
his Prefence, and exprefling a great Defire,1n fo par-
ticular a Cafe, to have a pofitive-Order. -

Vice Admiral Knswles being qu:ftioned by the

'Board Whether he knew of any Propofal baving
. been
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been made for attacking Fort Fodras by Sea at any
‘Council of War, or Meeting ? - e
Anfwered, He cannot particularly charge his: Me-
mory, but knows very well Sir Edward Hawke.afked
his Opinion about it, and- fuid, The Pilot of the
Magnanime had. told him, that a Ship could go: with-
in a fmall Diftance to batter it';. and Sir Edward
Hawke dire¢ted his Secretary to begin an.Order di-
reCted to him, Vice Admiral Knowles, for the Bar-
fleur’s being lightened for that -Service ; the Barfleur
drawing near two Feet lefs Water than the Mag-
Hanime, o
When he returned on boatd his own Ship, he:fent
for Captain Graves, who commanded the Bazflenr; to
acquaint him with the Order Sir Edward Hawke had
given him : Captain Graves anfwered him,: That the
Ship was on Ground where' fhe_laid, and he might
look at her, for. the Water had,ebbed away a Foot
from her; and fhe then laid- between four and five
Miles diftant from_the Shore ; hé acquainted Sir Ed-
ward Hawke with_this, who fupprefled the Order
but directed him to try to carry the Bomb-ketches in.
He d'd fo, and one of them which drew but eleven
Feet Water ran a-ground at a greater Diftance from
Fouras than the Bombardier could throw the_Shells
with  the greateft Requifite of Powder; the Flight
.of which he knows, at an Elevation of forty-five De-
grees, will go two Miles and two Thirds ; the Bom-
bardier threw feveral Shells; whilft the Bomb-ketch
laid athote, two large Row-Boats with two Pieces of
heavy Cannon in their Prows, attacked the Ketch,
(full of Men each) upon which he. (the Vice Admi-
ral) made a Signal immediately for all the Boats in
the Fleet, manned and armed, to go to the Ketch’s
Affiftance ; and went himfelf on board the Coventry
Frigite to drive away the Row-Boats, which Frigate
ran a-ground five Times confiderably within the Space
of an Hour, and at greater Diftance from the Shore
than the Bomb-ketch. He then fent his Mafter on
founding ;5 and by "the Bearings of the feveral Places
at
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at which he took his Soundings, it appeared there
were but fix Feet Water at high Water, two Miles
off ‘the Fort.—He added, that he will venture to fay,
even if Frigates could have gotto'it, the Fort would
have been attacked by Sea. -

Being -afked, What kind of Landing there wis at
Chatelaillon Bay for Boats ?

Anfwered, He was not there, but refers to Rear
Admiral Brodrick.

Afked, at the Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt, What
Day the Experiment was made againft Fouras 2

Anfwered, He is not certain of the particular Day ;
it was two or three Days after taking the Ifle of i,
if" not four. ' -

Rear Admiral Brodrick, being queftioned by the
‘Board, Whether he knows of any Propofal being
.made for atracking Fort Fouras by Sea?

Anfwered, He never heard it propofed ; he was on
a different Service.

Q. Whether he heard any Captain offer to under-
wake it? '

A. He thinks he did in private Converfation hear
a Captain fay, he wou!d undertake it, but no fuch
Propofal was ever made to him, as Admiral.

9. What kind of ‘landing there was for Boats at
Chazelaillon Bay ? - i

A. It is a very fair, firm, fandy Bay; a Bay
where, in his Opinion, he could get out of the Boat
without wetting his Shoes. ’

9, How near to the Shore could {the Men of War
come ? .

A. By the Soundings he had, notnearer than two
Miles.

Q. Did he obferve either Troops, or Batteries,
to obftruct the landing, had it been attempted foon
after his Return from the Soundings ?

A. He faw fome Troops, when founding, abouyt.
400 or 500 Foot, and 150 Horfe, to the beft of his
Judgment.— As to Batteries, he had feveral Shot fired
at him whilft -he was founding; but at the Place’

where
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where the Troops -were to land, no -Shot could have,
reached -the Boats. , .

9, What did he obferve as to the Nature of . the-
Country near the Shore? o _

Q. There were Sand-Hills the greatef Extent of
the Bay, about forty- Yards from the high Water
Mark. ’ -

Q. (At Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Defire) Could not
Bombs have reached' the Troops behind che Sand-
Hills ? '

A. He believes the Bomb-Ketches could have been
of Service to annoy the Troops, if they could have
come near. ,

Q. Might not feveral Winds have detained the:
Fleet in Bafgue Road ?

A. He refers to the Council of War, (in like
Manner with Vice Admiral Knowles) faying, That
the fame Wind, which would have prevented the
Troops from reimbarking, would have detained the.
Squadron there.

Q. As the Works of Aix were demolifhed, the-
Wiod was then fair, and the Fleet wanted at Home,
was it not, in his Opinion, advifable to fail on the
Return to England 2

A. His Opinion was never afked 3 but had he been
called upon, he fhould certainly have been of Opi~
nion for the Fleet te have- failed; upon a Suppofition
of no Land Operation being to be undertaken:

Sir Fobn Mordaunt was here refered to,. at the De-
fire of Major General Conway, left any Doubt thould
be entertained of his Propofal having been given in,
who faid, the Propofal was delivered in, as' mentioned
in Major General Conway’s Nartative,

Colonel Fames Wulfe was queftioned by the Board,
What is his Opinion of the Praticability of landing;
Troops between Rockelle and Fort Fouras ?

A, He {aw the Bays upon the 29th September, and
has a Minute of the Report he made, which he laid
before the Board. —His Opinion is, It was very prac-
ticable in the great Bay of Chutelaillon; the leffer Bay

he
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he did not fee much of. — The Minute by him deli-
vered being read, was to the following Effect; That.
¢ he was fent with Colonel Howard and Lieuteriant
¢ Colonel Murray by Sir Fobn Mordaunt, the 29th,
¢ to view. the Bay of Charelaillon, and their Report,
¢ as far as he can recolle®, was to this Purpofe,
¢« That they did not fee any Batteries, Redoubts, En-
‘¢ trenchments, or Troops, to prevent their landing
“ in the great Bay; but that the Sand-Hills were
¢¢ High enotigh to conceal the Motions of an Enemy.
< They were informed by the Captain of the /per,
« whofe Ship anchored neareft the Shore, that a
¢« Number of Men had been feen working in the
¢¢ Sand-Hills for fome Days. There were fix Pieces
¢ of Cannon upon the Point of Chatelaillon, and
¢ fmall Guards and Pofts along the Shore of the
¥ lefler Bay.” ‘

9, Could the Boats have gone out of the Reach
of the fix Pieces of Cannon? ’ : ‘

A Yes.

Q. Had he been ordered to attempt landing at any
Time with all the Men the Boeats would have con-
tained, did any fuch Difficulties appear te him, as
would have juftified him in reprefenting againft it as
rafh, or impracticable? '

-A. Had he been ordered to-do ity he fhould nof
have reprefented againft it.  He obferves, he did not
fee the Bay till the 29th.

9. Did he ever propofe to go out reconnoitring
before that Time? ‘ ,

A. He can’t particularly recolleét : He looked up-
on it to be more immediately the Duty of his Office,
as Quarter-Mafter-General, and was ready to go,
whenever ordered.

9, Does he know any. Thing relative to Fort Fou-
ras on the Land-fide ? ,

4. Only from viewing it through Glaffes from the
Hle of fix.

9. How far is it, as he apprehends, from the
great Bay of Chatelaillon by Land to Fort Fozi;as IjI

. He
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A. He can’t well fay, he never was within the Bay ;
it may, poffibly be feven or eight Miles, but the guefs
is quite vague. ‘ a o
@, How far from the Landing-place to Rochefors ?

A. He knows tothing of it, but has been told it
i$ “about twelve Miles from the great Bay; abour’
four Leagues. - . »

"9, During the march from the Landing-place to
Rochefort, might a Detachment fent to Eoum: of 400
or 500 Men in his Opinion have taken it?

4. He don’t know the Strength of Fouras fuffi-
ciently to anfwer that Queftion.

9. 1f the Troops had been in Pofieflion of Fort’
Fouras, would not a Retreat have been fecured ? ’

A. He fuppofes it might, but can’t fpeak with
any Certainty, or Precifion. ,

. What does he take to have been the Strength’
of Rockefort from the beft Intelligence he could
get ? :
® 4 He knows nothing of Rockefort 5 nor did he
get any Intelligence concerning it. N

9. (At Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Defire) Whether. he
heard Major Defbrifay {peak of any Troops marching
down, which he imagined were coming trom the Ifle’
of Rbé? , . ‘ )

A. Yes, on the 24th in the Morning Major De/-
brifay came on board the Ramilies, and addrefling
him{elf to him, (Colonel #7%ife) atked "him, whether.
he fhould make a Report of what ke had feen, viz.
a Body .of Troops marching towards the Shore from.
that Part of the Continent oppolite to the Ifle of
Rbké s he faid, he had alfo feen a Vefiel go backwards
and forwards, which he fuppofed had carried the
Troops over, but did not mention the Numbers.
He thereupon advifed Major Defbrifay to go down
and make his Report to Sir Fob#, in the hearing of.
the Admiral. ,

Colonel Howard was atked, by defire of Sir Foba.
Mordaunt, whether he (Sir Fobn) did not defire him,
as foon as ever the Ifle of Aix was taken, to pick

up

I
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up all the Intelligence he could from the Pti-
foners ?

A. Yes, in Confequence of which he fpoke to fe-
veral, particularly’ to fome of the French Officers;
but no fatisfattory Anfwer was got from them. He
knows likewife fome were fpoke to by Major-General
Conpay, and fome were fent for on the Saturday to be
examined on.board the Fleet.

Major-General Conway faid, he did fpeak to fe-
veral.,

" Captain Patrick Tonyn being afked, at Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt’s Delire, what Orders Sir 70/9” gave him the
Morning before the Council of War of the 2 sthon
board the Neptune 2

Anfwered, That Sir Ysbn came to him on the
Qnarter-Deck and told him, fome Prifoners were to
come on board, and if there were any Soldiers, Ser-
jeants, or Corporals, among them, direfted him to
collect what Intelligence he could by Bribes, offering
them’ forty, fifty, or Sixty Guineas. The Prifoners
came on board, but were moft of them Labourers
and Mafons. —He queftioned feveral of them, but
they could give him no Intelligence, as-they were
prefled from a diftant Part of the Country. Thete.
was a Soldier, or two, of the Regiment of Poiffon
amongft them, Militia, but they cou'd give him no
Information.~—This he reported to Sir Fobn.

Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Clerk, chief Engineer
upon- the Exgpedition, was queﬁxoned by the Board
whether he had ever] been at Rochefort ?

A. Yes, in April 1754.

"8. Had he then an Opportunity of meking any
Rcmarks on the Scrength and Situation of it ?

A. Yes, his Letter to Sir Fobn Ligonier particu-
Jarly defcribes it, to which he refers,—(being of the
Number of Papers tranfmitted by Mr. Secretary Pitt,
and which were read at the Outfet of the Inquiry.)

Q Is Roc/af’fart ﬁtuated on a Flat, an hmmence,
ora Declmry 2

A e D . A. That
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A. That Part next the River isflat and low, but
it rifes on the Side next the Land. )

9, Is the Ditch round Rochefort level Wlth_ the
River at Bigh-Water Mark, or is. any of it higher
than the River? L

A. A great Part is higher than the Tide can
flow to. , o

9, If any Part of the Foffé is higher than the Ri-
ver, can -that Part be filled with Water ? :

A, It cannot.

Being defired to give a Defeription-af the Strength
and Situation of Rochefort ; he referred again to his
faid Letter to Sir Fobn Ligonier, which was read to
him. ‘ ]

He defired to make one Obfervation (in Regard
to an Opinfon which had prevailed, that his being
permitted by the Governor to fee Rochefort was in
friendfhip, or particular favour to him) that he was
intirely unacquainted with Mr. Macnamara, who was
the Governor at that Time ; and believes, he would
have thewn the fame Indulgence and Civility in every
Refpe&t to any Officer in Regimentals. '

Q. Whether he has received any Information fince
to induce him to believe Rochefort was {tronger at the
Time of this Expedition, than when he was there?

A. No, he has feveral Reafons, which induce him
to believe, it was in the fame Condition when they
came into the Bay.

Being defired to mention thofe Reafons, he faid,
that the Day after the Council of War of the 2s5th,
hearing there had been fome Difficulties, he went to
pafs a Day with fome of the principal French Offi-
cers in the Fort in the Ifle of Aix. There were pre-
fent the Engineer, the commanding Officer of the
Marines, and the Commander of the Troops, with
two or three other Officers of the Regiments, At
fitft he examined two or three of them in regard to
the Condition of fome of the Places upon the Coaft,
and particularly Rochefors. He got at firft no fatis-
factory Anfiwers; upon which he refolved to pafs the

' whole
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‘whole Day witlf them. After Dinner he mentioned
to the Company, that two or three of them had been
very cautious of giving any Account of their Places,
which he belicved he knew as well as themfelves :
Upon which he took out his Pencil, and drew a
Sketch of Rochelle, defcribing pamcu.arly its weak
Sides, and then entered upon a particular Defcrip-
tion of Rochefors. He then took the Engineer along
with him to walk round the Fort, and dchred him to
tell him, if the Place (meaning Rochefort) was not as
‘he defcribed ir, telling him befides, that there had
been a Dxfpute between him andone of his Friends,
who had it, by hearfay only, (that the Water could
be thrown round the Town; he faid, that it was
impoflfible upon account of the Inequahcy of the
Ground, and that he (Lieut. Col. Clerk) gave a more
partlcular Defcnptlon of Rochefort, than he could
do himfelf, though he had been often there; but he
had not examined it with great Attention, having al-
ways looked upon it asan open Place. “_-On the 3oth
at Night he went to the Ifle of 4ix with Colonel
Wolfe on purpofe to endeavour to make the Engi-
neer fay the fame thing before him, as he had only
mentioned it afore in private;, he brought him to
Colonel #ulfe, and afked, whether, or not, the
Ditch could be made wet and Water thrown round
the Town ? his Anfwer was, that it could not be
upan Account of the Unevennefs of the Ground ;---
his precife Words in French were, % Ce ne fmurazt
étre, @ caufe de Pinegalité du Terrain.

Another Circumitance is, that on the 28th of Sep-
tember, 1757, after the Council of War had come
toa Refolution to land, he was on board the Ramil-
lies, when Captain Hamilton, Aid de Campto Major-
General Conway, told him, there was a Fifherman, *a
very fenfible Man in his Opinion for a common Man,
who had been at. Rockefort the 21ft, and had been
fince taken Prifoner, and examined by Maj vr-General
Conway. He got Captain Hamilton to fhew the
Fifherman to him immediately, and afked him a great

D2 many.
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many Queftions in regard to the Place ; who feemed
to be very diftin¢t in regard to many pamcular Cir-
cumftances ; for fo common a Man, much more
than he could have imagined; he mentioned parti-
cularly that he went by Rochefor? on the 21ft pf the
Month, and that the Place which he Licutenant?CoI,.'
Clerk had defcribed to him as open and unfortlﬁ(?d,
was in the fame Condition that Day. Heafked him
the Queftion feveral Times before many People, and
particularly before Colonel Wolfe :---He had never
feen the Man before.

A third Circumftance is, that upon the Voyage
home on board the Royal George, where were {fome
French Prifoners, he found among them a Mafon,
who had: been employed at Rochefors about two
Years, and enquired of him, if any of the Gates
were upon a Level with the Ground, without any
Bridge: He faid, there was one, but that it had a very
good ftrong Gate. The Reafon of his afking that
Queftion, was, that if Water could be thrown round
the Town, there muft have been 2 Bridge in his
Opinion. This pafled before Captain Buckle of the
Royal George. '

Since his Return to ZLondon, he has feen feveral
People, who have been at Rochefort, and particularly
Mr. Plenderleith, a Merchant, who was at Rochefort
about 14 Months ago; and he confirmed him in this
Particular of the Inequality of the Ground, and in
every other Refpeé regarding the Place. This Mr.
Plenderleith lived, for many Years, a Merchant at
Rochelle, and he, Lieutenant-Coloiiel Clerk, knew him
when he was there. '

Major-General Comway faid, that he examined fe-
veral Perfons, twenty at leaft, and therefore cannot
particularly recolle¢t, whether the Fifherman men-
tioned in Lieutenant-Colonel Clerk’s Evidence was
dne; but if the Name was mentioned, he thould per-
kaps remember,---and Lieutenant-Colonel Cler there-
upon mentioning, that he believes Bomean was the
Name, Major-General Conway referred to a Minute,

vw!’*;r‘]"
PESFRLIPSY
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which he took *of one Bowean of L’Ifle Dien, which is
as follows :

“ Boneau de L’ Ifle Diew was at Rochefort on Wed-
¢ mefday; does not know what Number the Garrifon :
¢ believes great Part came out to the Coaft and Bat-
“¢ teries, fince we came.---Town not very ftrong he
¢ thinks, but a good Rampart, and a Ditch full of
“ Water all roynd.---That he faw it fo.

¢ 11 Battalions at Rochelle- More on the Ifle of RA¢,
¢ feveral at Oleron-- Saw feven at Rocheile eight Days
¢ ago—Water over againft Fouras at half Cannon-
e {hot four Fathom—Many Batteries on the Coaft—
< Some Sand, but moft muddy—Ifie de R%¢ good
“ landmc——Sand at Flat near the Shore.,”

Major- General Conway added, if this was the fame
Man (which he could rot pretend to affirm) the Man
was fometimes clear, and fometimes very indiftinét.

- Lieutenant- Colonel Clerk faid, the Man gave him an
indiftin& Account about the Dxtch ; and believes it
to be the fame Man.

Captain #illiam Hamilton being called upon, at the
Defire of Lieutenant-Colonel Clerk, faid, he heard
Lieutenant-Colonel Clerk afk the Man many(@e[’uons,
and amongft others particularly as to the Side next the
River, whofe Anfwer was, Every Thing remained in
the fame Situation as before, and open.

Sir Fobn Mordaunt obferved, that Boneau, (if it is
the fame) was examined almoft 2 whole Day before
the Council, and he was fo very indiftin& and un-
fatisfactory, that the Council was quite out of Pa-
tience with him.

Lieutenant-Colonel Clerk defired leave to remark,
that though one cannot expeét to have any diftin& or
fatlsfa&ory Account from a Fitherman, or any com-
mon Man, ia regard to a Fortification, and that one |
muft even look for Contradittions in fome Things,
yet one may depend for a particular Circumftance up-
on a Man of that Kind, very nigh as much as upon

an Engineer.
D3 Being
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Being afked, by defire of Major-General Cornwallis;
when he haq collefted what pafied, wbeth.er he‘ac;
quainted the Commander in Chicf of the Exglifb Forces
with that Converfation ? ‘

Anfwered, He did acquaint Sir Fobn Mordauni
with it the next Day in the Morning (being the 27th,
the Day before the Order for Landing) and Major
General Conway likewife, when they weré walking at
the Top of the Donjeon over the Gateway in the Ifle
of Aix, and mentioned particularly, that he had pal-
fed the Day with the People of the Fort, and parti»
cularly with the Engineer, on Purpofe to examine
him with regard to Rochefort 3 and that he had con-
firmed every Thing he, Lieut. Colonel Clerk, had
faid: And remembers particularly Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt’s Anfwer, That no Credit could be given to
what a French Engineer faid on that Subje¢t; and
afked, if he was in that Situation, whether he would
have explained any thing on fuch a Subject? His
Anfwer to Siwr Jobn Mordaunt was, ¢ Different
“ Men had different Chara&ers; for his Pait he be-
¢ lieved him.” S
_Sir Yob# Mordaunt f2id, he remembers Lieut. Cel.
Clerk’s dcquainting him with this Circum{tance of the
Engineer, and his making that Obfervation upon it.

Major General Comway defired, it might be ob-
ferved, that his two Propofals came on that very'Day,f
and the Council was called that Night, which came
to the Refolution of Landing. He added, that he
tried the Engineer, but without getting any thing from
him. '

__Sir Fobn Mordaunt faid, thatif he underftood Lieut.
Nethercote rightly yefterday, the Engineer told him
quite the teverfe; —and Lieut. Nethercote, of the
Royal Regiment of Arnllery, being thereupon quef-
tioned, faid, That he did fpesk with the Engineer at
the Ifle of /%, but had no particular Converfatior
with him about the Ditch at Rockefort, or the Place ;
but the Engiueer gave him prevaricating Anfwers,
and he did not chufe to procged with hi,

L Lieut.
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Lieut. Colonel Clerk being afked, at Major Gene=
ral Conway’s Defire, Whether he ofrered or hinted
at ahy Confderatlon to the Engineer ?

Anfwered, No, never any; he’ mdu&rlouﬂy avoided
that ; but explained, that in Difcourfe he entered in-~
to their  Affairs, thinking thereby to make them more,
free and open; and finding the Engineer, and cné
or two others, were likely to be rumed unlefs they,
were foon releafed, he promifed to ufe 'his Influence

et them releafed as foon.as they came to Eng-
lan§

> @, Did the Engineer give any otlier material In-
formatlon about Troops, or otherwife?

- A. No; he once threw it out to them, but hc
found, they fhunned it.

Q: Did he afk the Engineer concerning the Troops
after the Information given him in regard to Roche-
Sfort ?

A, What he afked as to the State of their Troops
was, tothe beft of his Knowledge, after the Informa-
tion given him in regard to Iwc/aqfort but the En-
gineer thunned giving an Anlwer, upon which he
dropped 1t.

Being afked by the Board, whether he knows any
thing of the Strength of Fort Fouras towards the
Land?

Anfwered, It appears by his Letter, he never had
fien the Fort; and at the Council of War he told
them, he had then never feen the Land-fide of it.

9. Did he fee any Obftrultion to landing the
Troops in the Bay of Chatelaillon ?

A. None; when he reconnoitred with Major Ge-
neral Conway on the 2g9th ; for he does not reckon the
Cannon en barbette upon the high Bluff Point of Cha-
telaillon any Obftrution at all, as the Captains of the
Men of War had remarked in their Report of the
24th,

QJ (By Defire of Major General Conpay.) 'Did he
tiear him make his Report to Sir 7obu Mordaunt 2 .

A. He heard a good deal of it; he thinks not

D4 the
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the whole, but believes it to have been conformable
to what he has now faid. ‘ .

9, Does he remember the Fort, or Cannon, upon
the high Ground, on the other Side of the Fort
Fouras? L

A. He did not obferve it himfelf ; he knows Major
General Conway mentioned it. S

Q. (From the Board.) 1f Fort Fouras could not be
taken, what Method would he have taken to fecure
a Retreat ? ‘

A. By making an Intrenchmient at Chatelzillon to
fecure the two new Battallions, which he underftood
were to have been left there. o

Sir Fobn Mordaunt, a'ter remarking that thefe
two Battallions confifted intirely of new-raifed, raw,
and undifciplined Men, defired Lieut. Colonel Clerk
might be alked, It an able Engineer had been at
Rochefert, with a fufficient Number of Men and Tools,
how long would he have been in making the Opeun-
ing fpoken of equally fecure againlt a Coup de Main
with the relt of the Works? '
~ To which he anfwered, That it is very difficult to
afcertain any thing of that Kind with Precifion, and
that no Conclufion can be drawn from what may be
done; for what may be dorne, very feldom is done---
even in France.

Q. (At the Defire of Major General Conway.) What
Time it would take to throw upan Intrenchment of
a ftrong Profil in that yielding Sort of Ground, fuch.
as he threw up in the Ifle ot #ight, with as-many
Hands, as could be employed ? I

4. ‘Though this depends very much upon the
Nature of th: Ground, fo that fometimes a particu-.
lar Spot takss double the Time of what a moft able
Engineer couid determine at firft (the particular Cafe
of the Lines thrown up at the ifland at the Entrance
of Portfinoutl, by Captain Demeré, having taken him
five Times more Time than he expelted) as for the
Er trenchment thrown up in the Ifle of Wight, he be-
lieves it may be thrown up in a Day and half; or

perhaps
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perhaps even in a Day, with as many Hands as
could be employed upon it.

9. Does he not-think that Ditches and tlie morafs
Ground would be an additional Strength at the Open-
ing of Rochefort? o

A. To be fure they would. L

9, Were there not Ditches already cut, that would
be an Impediment ? '

- A Yes. L '
- 9, Does he not think Moon-light Nights would
be_agreat Impediment to an Affaule?

. 4. Believes the Moonlight could be no fuch Im-
pediment, as to hinder the Place from being carried
in a couple of Hours. Cee T

_ 9. (From the Board) If, contrary to his Expeéta-
tions, Rochefort had been too ftrong .to have been
taken by a Coup de Main, could ‘nat the Store-houfes
and Magazines have been burnt by throwing of Car-
kaffes and red hot Balls ? SRR

. 4. Undoubtedly, by Carkafifes and Shells. one
might deftroy a great-many of the Stores ; but todo
it in any tolerable degree, would :require five times
the Number of what they had with'them ; and that
fuch- a Method would both take up Time, and
there would likewife be great difficulty in bringing
up fufficient Stores for that Purpofe to the Place.

-Major General Conway defired. leave to producea
‘Minute of an Examination of a French Prifoner taken
before Sir. Fobn Mordaunt, which was read, viz.

¢ Pierre Girard de Rochefort, Sailor, who fays,
<. they have worked at Rochefort this Fortnight pait 5
¢¢ that he has.feen new Works ; that they had work-
¢ ed at the Ditch and at Souterrains.”

At Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Defire, who faid he had
lately received Information of a Letter found in the
Ifle of Aix, the Poftcript whereof he conceived mate-
rial, as it fhews Precautions were taken at Rocbhefort,
Mr. Jobn Eifer, Engineer, produced a Letter as found
by him in a Room belonging to a .Prieft in the Ifle
of Aix, without Cover or Superfcription, the Day aftﬁr

the
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¢he Fort was taken, dated, < A Rochefors ce18) (thd
Month and Year not {pecified) thd Poftfeript whetes
of is as follows.—<¢" Fe wous. prie- daffurer Monfieur
< & Mudame le Comte de mow ve[pels 5 il conjecure
““ que la Saifon eft trop avanié pour que les ennemies en
<< trepremnent rien fur nos Coftes; mais da precauiion de
¢ Monfieur ke Goirvernenr 1'en eft pas-moins bonne””
Lieutenant Colonel Cler# faid, That befides the Pat-
ticulars he has before-mentioned, he met with &ncther
Circumftance that confirmed him -in his Opinion
about Rochefort, and that before he left Englond,—
which is a Relation of the Port of Rochefors, printed
in.1732: ‘That Book gives a very clear Account
how it comes to be in the Condition he has reprefent-
ed.—Colbert, who was Prime  Minifter of the Fin-
mamees, intended, that there fliould ‘be nothing but 2
fimple Wall round Rocheforz, that no Garrifon of re-
gular Troops. might be put in‘it; on purpofé to pré-
vent Difputes between Land and Sea Officers. The
Governor built 'a Rampare inithe fame Fornt ad he
fuppofes the fimple Wall was intended 5 that is ¢ fay,
with Redans, than which nothing can be more abs
furd.. . Signeilai dilgraced the Governor upon that-Ac-
¢ount ; tho’ the Author takes his Part, and- fays; he
tollowed the Plan of ani'Engineer. S
Sir Jobn Mordannt begged leave to refer to an Ex-
amination taken by his Secretary Captaid "Richard
Davenport, ot Pierre Girard, Mariner, ont of the
French Prifoners, which being produced by the faid
Captain Davenport, was read as follows.——t¢ Piérre
““ Girard, Mariner, {ays, That he is well acquainted
« with Rochefort, and was there on the 20th; thdt
¢¢ there is a Ditch round the Place, of which two
“ Thirds are full of Water, and the other Third may
“ be filled at pleafure ; that the Avant Guard is for-
¢ tified and defended by a fafcine Battery of feveral

¢¢ Pieces of Cannon juft finifhed.”
Robert Boyd; Efg; Comptroller of the Train, by
diretion of the Board, laid before them an exadt Ac-
count
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tount of the Proportion of ‘Brafs Ordnance, Howit=
zers, Mortars, and Stores furnithed from the Ordnancé
for this Expedition. -

Sir Fobn Mordaunt then 2ddreffed himf&If to the
Board as follows,

¢ 1 am confcious of having done my utmoft to the
« beft of my. Judgment for his Majefty’s Service in
t the Condutt of. this Expedition ; and I have fub-
& mitted myfelf voluntarily and readily to this Ex-

amination. 1 defire no Favour or Partiality, and
¢ T know I fhall have the moft exa&t Juftice in the
¢ Report this honourable Board will make.

¢¢ ] apprehend, that an Inquiry into 'the whole
<« Conduct of an Expedition, without any Accufation.
« formed, or any Charge laid, is a Proceeding not
< quite common; and however free from Guile a
< Man may feel hxm(elf there are few who can ftand
% fo ftrict an Examination.

¢ There is nothing but the high Opinion I have
« both of the Juftice and Candour of this Board,
“ could make me eafy in fuch a Situation,

¢¢ T therefore hope you will be indulgent to' my
¢ ¥rrors; but I defire no Mercy for Guilt or knowr
¢« Difobedience, #nd with thefe- Sentiments I fubmlt
* myfelf to the Court.”

No-Perflon having any thing farther to offer, all
Parties were dlre&ed to w1thdraw,—when the Board
proceeded to take the whole Matter before them into
Confideration ; and afier fome Time,

Adjourned to T hurfday next at 11 o’Clock in the
Lorengon.

3

~

At a Meeting of the faid Genéral Officers, &2,

(purfuant to Adjournment) on Thur(day the 17th of
November 1754.

The Board took into farther Confideration the feve-
ral Matters before them relative to the Failure of the
late Expedition, and came to feveral Refolutions;
which they direCted to be ftated in a Report to his

Majetty,
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Majefty, and a Draught thereof to be prepared and
Jaid before them at their next Meeting.
Adjourned till Monday the 21 Inflant, at 11
o’Clack in the Forenoon,

_At a Meeting of the faid General Officers, &e.

‘on Monday the 21ft of November, 1757.
The following. Report to his Majefty, prepared:

\ agreeable to the Refolutions of the Board at the laft

Meeting, being laid before them, was approved and
figned.

Report of  May it pleafe your Majefty,

the Ge-

E the underwritten General Officers of the

neral Offi- /8 Army, in Obedience to your Majefty’s War-

cers, &c.
to his
Majefly.

rant, which bears Date the 1ft Day of this: prefent
Month, commanding us ftritly to examine into the
Cauifes of the Failure of the late Expedition to the
Coalls of France; and to report a State thereof, as it
thould appear to us, together with our Opinion there-
upon, have, at feveral Meetings, perufed and con-
fidered your Majefty’s Orders and Inftruétions, as
tranfmitted to us by the Right Honourable Mr. Pitz,
your Majefty’s principal Secretary of State, together
with fundry Letters and other Papers therewith tranf-
mitted, and have heard and examined Lieutenant
General Sir Fobn Mordaunt, the Commander in
Chief of the Land Forces, and other principal Offi-
cers employed on the faid Expedition, with fuch
Witnefles as either of them defired, and alfo.fuch
other Perfons as feemed to us moft likely to give any
material Information ; and in order that your Ma-
jefty may be fully poffefled of every Circumftance,
which has appeared in the Courfe of “this Inquiry,
we beg Leave to lay before your Majefty. the whole
of our Examination, as contained in the Minutes of
our Proceedings to this our Report annexed: And
upon the molt diligent and careful Review of the
whole Matter, we do, in farther Obedience to your
Royal Command, moft humbly report to your Ma-
Jetty
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Jefty the principal Caufes of the Failure of the faid
Expedition, as they appear to us, viz.
It appears, that one Caufe of the Expedition hav+
ing failed, is the not attacking Fort Fouras by Sea,
at “the fame Time that it would have been attacked
by Land, agreeable to the firft Defign, which cer-
tainly muft have been of the greateft: Uuhty towards

carrying 'your Majefty’s Inftructions into Execution.
It was at firft refolved by Sir Edward Hawke (Thierri
the Pilot of the Magnanime having undertaken the
fafe Conduct of a Ship to Fort Fouras for that Pur-,
pofe) but afterwards laid afide, upon the Reprcfenw
tation of Vice-Admiral Knowles, that the Barflear,
the Ship defigned for that Service, was on Ground,
at the Diftance of between four, and five Miles from
the Shore; but as neither Sir Edward Hawke, nor
the Pilot, could attend to give any Information upor.
that Head, we cannot preiume to offer any certain,
Opinion thereupon

We conceive another Caufe' of the Failure of the

Expedition to have been, that; inftead of attemptma
to land, when the Report was received on’the 24th
of September from Rear-Admiral Brodrick and the
Captains, who had been fent out to found and recon-
noitre, a Council of War was fummoned and held on
the 25th, in which it was unanimoulfly. refolved not
to'land, as the Attemipt upon Rochefort was neither
advifable . nor practicable; but it does not appear to
us, that there were then, or at any Time afterwards,-
either a Body of Troops or Batteries on the Shore,
fufficient to have prevented the artempting a Defcent,:
in purfuance of the Inftructions figned by your Ma-
jefty : Neither does it appear to us, that there were
any fufficient Reafons to induce the Council of War
to believe, that Rochefors was fo far changed in refpeét
of its Strength, or Pofture of Defence, fince the Ex-

edition was firft refolved on in England, as to pre-
vent all Attempts of an Attack upon the Place, in

order to burn and deftroy the Docks, Magazines,
Arfenals,
LY
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Arfenals, and Shipping, in Obedience to your Ma-
jefty’s Commands.

" And we think ourfelves obliged to remark upon the
Council of War of the 28th of Seszember, that no
Reafon could have exifted fufficient to prevent the
Attempt of landing the Troops previous to that Day,
as the Council then unanimoufly refolved to land with
all poffible Difpatch.

We beg Leave alfo to make one other Obfervation 4
that after its being unanimoufly refolved to land in
the Council of War of the 28th, the Refolution wag
taken of returning to England, without any regular
or general Meeting of the faid Council : but as that
whole Operation was of fo inconfiderable a Nature,
we do not offer this to your Majefty as a Caufe of the
Failure of the Expedition, fince we cannot but look
upon the Expedition as having failed, from the Time
the great Object of it was laid afide in the Council of
War of the 25th.

All which is moft humbly fubmitted to your
Majeﬂy’s Wifdom.

MariBorouGH.
GEORGE SACKVILLE;
JouN WaLDEGRAVE.

Privy-Garden,
21§t November, 17357,

A true Copy, v
Cuarres GouLp,

Depaiy Fudge- Advocate-General.
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APPENDI X,

CONTAINING

7The PAPERS referred to in the

foregoing R s porT.

Numb. L. Copy of a Letter, dated London, Fuly 15,
1757, from Captain (now Lieutenant-colonel Clerk)
‘20 Sir John Ligonier, and tranfmitted to Mr. Secre-
tary Pitt, with regard to Rochefort,

SiRr, /
" OU have defired me to put down in Writing

whart I mentioned to your Excellency in regard
of Rochefort.

In returning from Gibraltar in 1754, 1 swent along
Part of the weﬁern Coaft of France, to fee the Con-
dition .of fome of their Fortifications of their Places of
Importance, on purpofe to judge, if an Attempt could
.be made with a Probability of Succefs, in cafe of a
Rupture; and of the French drawing away their
Trogps to Flanders, Italy, and Germany, in the fame
Manner as they did in the laft War. I had heard,
that Rochefort, though a Place of the utmoft Impor -
tance, had been very " much negleé’ccd I went there,
and waited upon. the Governor in my Regimentals,
told him, that I was upon my Way to England from
Gibraltar y and, that I came on purpofe to fee the
Place, the Dock, and the Men of War, He was very
polite ; I was fhewed every Thing ; went aboard ten

Ships
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Ships of the Line new built : and, an Engineer at-
tended me in going round the Place.

I was furprifed to find, that though there was a
good Rampart with a Revetement, the greateft Part
of it was not flanked but with Redans ; that there
were no Outworks, no Covert-way, and in many
Places no Ditch; {o that the Bottom of the Wall
was feen at a Diftance: That in other Places where
the Earth had been taken out to form the Rampart,
there was left about them a good Height of Ground,
which was a Difadvantage to the Place: That for
above the Length of a Front there was no Rampart,
or even Intrenchment; but as the Ground was low
and marfhy at that Place, being next the River, there
were fome {mall Ditches, which were dry, however, at
Low-water; yet the Bottom remained muddy and
flimy.

Towards the River there was no Rampart, no Pa-
rapet, no Batteries on either Side. Towards ‘the
Land-fide there was fome high Ground very nigh the
Place, perhaps at the Diftance of about 150 or 200
Yards.

The Engineer told me, that the Place had remained
in that Condition for above 70 or 80 Years.

I got no Plan of the Place, and put nothing down
in Writing; for I found that the whole Town had
been talking of me, and thought it very extraordinary
that [ fhould be allowed to go about and fee every
Thing. . '

[ burnt even fome Sketches and Remarks I had by
me upon othér Places, that they might have no Hold
of me, in cafe they fearched my Baggage, and there-
1ore could only expofe themfelves, as I had done no-
thing but what was open, above board, and with Per-
miflion.

- However, as to Utility, I was as much fatisfied as
if I had gota Plan. In regard of the Profil indeed,
I have thought fince, that it. would not have been
amifs if T had known for certain the exact Height of
the Rampart, I think that it could not well exceed

25
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25 Feet. In Martiniere's Geographical Dictionary,
it is called only 20 Feet high; perhaps the Parapet
is not included.

I told your Excellency, that I had never feen any
Plan of the Place; but as there Liad been no Altera-
tion-in the Works for fo many Years, I made no quef-
tion but that fome old Plan of it might be found which
would correfpond exattly with what I faid. In the
Forces de L’ Eurape, which 1 have, there is no Plan of
Rachefort, but 1 found one in the Duke of Argyle’s
Edition, which I borrowed, and fhewed to your Ex-'
cellency. It agrees exactly with what I faid, and with
the Sketch I drew of it before you from my Memory,
except that a regular Ditch is reprefented every
where, which is not the Cafe.

The River may be about 130 Yards broad. The
Entrance is defended by two or three {mall Redoubts,
which I did not fee, nor could I venture even to go
down and examine the Coatt.

‘What I mentioned to your Excellency of the Me-
thod of infulting the Place, confidering it upon the
Footing of an immediate Affault, I have not put
down; for, though it may be reafoned upon in a ge-
neral View, yet many Things can only be fixed and
determined immediately upon the Spot. I was told,
that there are never any Troops at Rochefort, but the
Marines.  There might be about 1000 at thit
Time. ‘

By the Expedition to Port L’Orient in 1746, it
appeared to me, that the Country-people in Arms are
very little better than our own; and that an Officer
who poflefles himfelf, might march fafely. from one
End of a Province to another, with only five Com-
panies of Grenadiers, where there are no regular
Troops. They imagine at firft, that they can fight,
and their Intentions are good till it comss to the
Point, when every Body gives Way almoft before the
Firing of a Platoon. '

Ea I
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In writing th's I have obeyed with Pleafure, as I
have always-donc, your Excellency’s Commands.
. Tam, &e.
RoperT CLERK.

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. II. AMimnute, dated Arlington-Street, Auguft,
1757, containing an Examination of a Trench Pilot.
PR ESE N T

Mr. Secretary Pist
Sir £d. Hawke General Ligonier
Lt.-Genl. Sir . Mordaunt | Admiral Knowles
Major-Genl. Conway Captain Clarke.
Lold Holderneffe ’
. Le nommé, Jofeph Tierry, Pilote Frangois, Natif de
Proteftant de Religion, aiant été exa-

Lord Anfon

miné, dit,

g X U'TL a exercé le metier de pilote fur les cotes de

France au dela de vingt ans, qu’il a fervi comme
premier pilote, a-bord de divers vaiffeaux-du roi de
France, & nommément du Magnanime, fur lequel ila
fervipendant Pefpace de vingt & deux mois; qu’il.a con-
cuit le dit vaiffeau le Magnanime plufieurs fois a la
rade de lifle D’Aix, & qu’il connoit bien Pentrée, &
la fortie de la dite rade ; que le chennel entre les ifles
d’Oleron & de Rhé a trois lieues de large, qu'ily a
louvoi¢ fur le Magnanime, que les Jancs qu’il faut
eviter font pres de la terre, quon en peut diftinguer
les brifans a”une diftance confiderable; qu’ll 'y un
banc nommé /e Boiard, dont on ne courre pas-grand
rifque moiennant les J7ifans qui annoncent fa fituation ;
que pour entrer a larade d’Aix il n’y a pas de telles dif-
ficultes, qu’il {oit neceflaire d’avoir un pilote pour y
conduire des grands vaiffeaux ; qu’l y a bon moulliage
tant en dedans la rade, qu’en dehors en mer a 12 &
14 brafles d’eau jufqu’ a Bayonne.

Que Iifle d’Aix a environ fept miles d’Angleterre
de circuit, & un quarantaine de cabanes ou maifons
raffemblées dans une efpece de village, qu’il y a une

batterie
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batterie de vingt quatre, a vingt fix canons, de 24 livres
debale, mais qu’il n’y a point de fortification, que les
plus gros vaiffeaux peuvent en approcher de bien pres,
& que le vaiffeau le Magnanime /eu/ pourroit en peu
de temps detruire la dite batterie.

Que les plus gros vaiffeaux peuvent monter jufqu’a
Vergerot a deux miles Angloifes de Pembouchure de
la riviere avec leurs canons & equipage, que la riviere
eft fort etroite. ‘

Que I'on peut mettre du monde a terre au nord
d’une batterie nommé de Fourras, {ans etre ou du fort
dans une praierie ou le terrain, eft ferme & uni a la
grande portée de canons des vaiffeaux.

Que ‘de P’endroit ou I’on met pied a terre jufqu’a
Rochefort, il y a cinq miles Angloifes, le chemin fec,
& n’eft point coupé par des fofles ny des marais.

Que la ville eft prefque entourée par un rampart,
maifque Pendroit qui aboutit a la riviere des deux
cotés il n’y a point de mur I'efpace de foixante pas,
qui n’eft fermée fimplement que par une barriere ou
pallifade, & que le terrain pour aborder les dites pali-
fades n’eft coupé d’aucun fofie.

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. 111.  Memoire fur la Force afiuelle dela France,
& les Services auxquels elle eft employée dans I Année
1757, received July 281h, 1757 s—and communicated
at a Meeting at Lord Holdernefie’s Houfe to the Ge-
werals appointed on an Expedition to the Coafs of
France.
TRANSLATION,
MEMOIRE, | MEMORIAL,
Sur la Force a&uelledela | Of the actual Force of
France par terre, & les| Framce by Land, and
Servicesauxquelselleett | the Services on which
employée dans ’Année, | it is employed in the

1757, ‘ Year 1757.
] Armée Frangoife, au THE French Army at
commencement des |-~ the Beginning of the

troubles prefents, ne con- | prefent Troubles, confifted
: ) fiftoit |. E 3 only
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fitoit quen 157,347
hommes, non compris la
milice & les inv~lides.
E.ile ¢toit compofée de la
maniere {uivante.

Infanterie Frangoife 98,330
Artillerie  — -— 4,100
Infanterie Etrangere — 25,589

Maifon duRoi, Cavalerie 3,210

Cavalerie Frangoife — 14,520
Cavalerie Etrangere —  g6o
Dragons —_ 7,680
Houffars — — 8no
Troupes Legeres — 2,158

157:347

Aumois d’Aolit, 1755,
on fit une augmentation
de quatre compagnies de
45 hommes chacune, dans
chaque bataillon du regi-
ment du roy, & de quatre
compagnies de 40 hommes
chacune, dans chaque ba-
taillon ordinaire de P'infan
terieFrangoife; ce quifaifoit
entout 29,620 hommes.

Environ le méme tems,-

une augmentation fe fit
dans les dragons, qui porta
chaque regiment a quatre
efcadrons de 640 hommes,

montant en tout 22,560 |

‘hommes.

Au mois de Decembre
de la méme année 1753,
‘une augmentation fe fit
pareillement dans la ca-
valerie, de dix hommes
par compagnie, en tout
5560 hommes.

Les

only of 157,347 Men,not
including the Militia and
the Invalids. It was com-

pofed in the following
Manner.
French Foot — 98330
Artillery. — ~— 4.T00
Foreign Foot — 25,589
King’s Houfhold, Horfe 3,210
French Horfe — | 14,520
Foreign Horfe —_— gbo
ragoons — 7,680
Hufiars _— 800
Light Troops — 2,158

157347

In the Month of Auguft
1755, an Augmentation
was made of four Com-
panies of 45 Men each, in
everyBattalionoftheKing’s
regiment,and of four Com-
panies of 40 Men each, in
every common Battalion
of Fremch Foot; which
made in all 29,620 Men.

About the fame Time
anAugmentation wasmade
in the Dragoons, which
made up every Regiment
four Squadrons of 640
Men ; making in all 2560
Men.

In the Month of De-
cember of the fame Year
1755, an Augmentation
was alfomade inthe Horfe,
of ten Men a Company;
in all 5560 Men.

The
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Les volontaires royaux,
& le corps de Fi fc/ser, fu-
-tentaufli augmentés ; nous
ne favons pas au jufte de
combien ; mais, felon nos
avis, cette augmentation
alloit a2 680 hommes, ou
environ.
Toutes ces differentes
augmentations montent 3
38,420 hommes; & par
confequent ’armée Fran-
coife (fans compter la mi-
lice & les invalides, que je
mets au dela de 6%,000)
eft compofée de 196,000
hommes. Usont,ala ve-
rité, levé deux nouveaux
Regiments dans le pais de
Liege ; mais, malgré tout
cela, leurs troupes reglées
-font au deflous de deux
cent mille hommes.
Lesifles de Minorque &
de Corfe, avec les colonies
en Amerique, occupent au
moins 25000 hommes ;
ils ont fait embarquer, au
printems, 32 400chommes
differents fervices aux deux
Indies; ’arméede M.lema-
réchal d’Ef’creés, fi les re-
gimens étoient complets,
iroit 2 92,000 hommes ;
celle du marechal de Ri-
chelieu eft de 32, 665. Il
faut, aufficompterun corps
de 6 ou 7000 hommes,.
qu’ils |

)

The royal Voluﬁtecrs,

-and Fifcher’s Corps weie

alfo augmented ; we ‘do
not exactly know to what
Number; but, according
to our Advices, this Aug-
mentation came to 680
"| Men, or thereabouts.

Thefe feveral Augmen-
tations amount to 38,420
Men; and confequently
the French Army (with-
out reckoning the Militia
and the Invalids, which I
put at above 6%,000) is
compofedof 196,000Men.
They have, it is true, raifed
two new Regiments in the
Country of Liege; but,
notwithftanding that, their
regular Troops are under
200,000 Men,

The Iflands of Mirorea
and Corfica, with the Co-
lonies in-America, take up
25,000 Men at leaft ; they
embarked in the Spring
3 or 4000 Men for diffe-
rent Services in the two
Indies ; Marfhal D’ Efirees’
Army, if the Regiments
were complete, would a-
mount to 92,000 Men ;
Marthal  Richelien’s  is
32,665. A Body of
6 or 7000 Men mutft alfo

E4 be
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qu’ils font obligés de tenir
en garnifon a Toulon, Mar-
Seilles, Ceite, Antibes, &c.
a porté de cette partie de
leur Céte.

Selon ce calcul, donc,
voild 160,000 hommes
de troupes reglées em-
ployées ; il reftera envi-
rén 40,000 hommes pour
toutes les garnifon depuis
Sedan jufquiaux frontiers
de la Suiffe, de méme que
pour celles du Rouffillon
et de Guienne, fans parler
de la Flandres et de la
cote.

Nous comptons envi-
ron 20000 hommes placés
depuis St. Valery jufqu’ 3
Bergue, defagon que nous
avons tout Iien de croire,
qu’il ne peut pas y avoir
10,000 hommes de plus,
depuis St. Valéry jufqu’ 3
Bourdeaux.

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

be reckoned, which they
are obliged to keep in Gar-
rifon at Toulon, Marfeilles,
Cette, Antibes, &c. at hand
for that Part of the Coalt.
According to this Cal-
culation then, there are
160,000 regular Troops
employed ; there will re-
main about 40,000 Men
for all the Garrifons from
Sedan to the Frontiers of
Swifferland, as alfo for
thofe of Roufillon and Gui-
enne, without fpeaking of
Flanders and the Coaft.

We reckon about 20,000
Men placed from 8z, Va-
lery to Bergue sy, {o that we
have all the Reafon to be- -
lieve, that there cannot be
10,000 Men more from
St. Valery to Bourdeaux.

A true Tranflation.
Rebert Wood.

Numb, IV.
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Numb. IV.  Copy of his Majefty’s [ecret Inflruitions to
Sir Edward Hawlke, dated Aug. 5. 1757.

GEORGE R

Secret Inflructions for out trufly and well-belpved Sir Edward
Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the blue Squadron of
our Fleet, and Commander in Chief of our Ships to be employed
in a fecret Expedition for our Service 5 or for [uch cther Officer
on whom the Command of our [aid Ships may devolve.  Given
at our Court at Kenlington, the fifth Day of Augult 1757, in
the thirty-firft Year of our Reign.

HEREAS we have thought fit to employ a

confiderable Body of our I.and-Forces on a
fecret Expedition, under the Command of our trufty
and well-beloved Sir Fobn Mordaunt, Knight ot
the Bath, Lieutenant-general of our Forces; and
whereas we have appointed you to be Commander in
chiefof a Squadron of our Ships of War, to att in
Conjunction, and co-operate with the faid Sir Fobn
Mordaunt, inthe Execution of the Services prefcribed
to him : For your better Difcharge of the great and
important Truft thereby repofed in you, we have
Judged it proper to give you the following Inftruc-
‘tions. :

1. You fhall immediately, upon the Receipt of
thefe our Inftruftions, repair to Spithead, where we
have ordered a Squadron, confifting of at leaft 16
Ships of the Line, and a proportionable Number of
‘Frigates, to rendezvous, together with the Tranfport-
Vefiels for our Troops, (who are to embark from the
Ifle of Wight) and alfo the Veflels with the Artillery
and Stores, which Squadron.and Tranfports you are
to take under your Command ; and, fo foon as ’the
Troops fhall be embarked, you are to procceed with-
out Lofs of Time to the Coafts of France.

2. Whereas we have determined, with the Blefling
of God, to profecute the juft War in which we are en-
gaged againft the French King, with the utmoft Vi-
gour ; and it being highly expec_ilient, and of urgren-t
Neceffity, to make fome Expedition that may caqu)e.a.

i
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Diverfion, and engage the Enemy to employ in their
own Defence a confiderable Part of their Forces de-
ftined to invade and opprefs the Liberties of the Em-
pire, and to fubvert the Independency of Europe ; and
if poflible to make fome cfiectual Impreffion on the
Enemy, which by difturbing and thaking the Credit
of their public Loans; impairing the Strength and
Refources of their Navy, as well as difconcerting and
in Part fruftrating their dangerous and exten{ive Ope-
rations of War, muy refle& Luftre on our {-‘nﬂms, and
add Life and Strength to the common Caufe ; and we
being perfuaded, that nothing in the prefent Situation
of Aftairs can fo fpeedily and eflentially annoy and
diftrefs France, as a fuccefsful Enterprize againft
Rochefort : Our Will and Pleafure is, That you do
co-operate in attempting as far as fhall be found prac-
ticable a Defcent on the French Coaft, at or near
Rochefort, in order to attack, if practicable, and by a
vigorous Impreflion force that Place; and to burn
and deftroy to the utmoft of your Power all Docks,
Magazines, Arfenals, and Shipping, that fhall be
found there, and exert fuch other Efforts as fhall be
judged moft propertor annoying the Enemy. After this
Attempt on Rochefort fhall either have fucceeded or
failed, and in cafe the Circumftances of our Fleet
and Forces (hall, with Profpect of Succefs, ftill admic
of further Qperations, Port I'Orient and Bourdeaux
areto be confidered next as the moft important Ob-
je&s of our Arms on the Coaft of France; andour
Will and Pleafure accordingly is, That you do pro-
ceed fucceflively to an Attempt on both or either of
thofe Places, as fhall be judged practicable, or any
other Place, that fhall be thought moft advifeable from
Bowicrax:: homewards to Havre, in order to carry and
ipread with as much Rapidity as may be, 2 warm
Alarm along the maritime Provinces of France :
“indyou are, as far as you fhall be able with the Fleet
under your Command, to be aiding and affifting to
Sir st Mordaunt in the Performance of the feveral
Services aforefaid. .

3. In
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3. In cafe, by the Blefling of God upon our Arms,
our Forces thould become Mafters of any Places on
the Coaft of France, our Will and' Pleafure is, That
they do not keep Poffeflion thereof, but that after de-
molithing and deftroying as far as may be all Works,
Defences, Magazines, Arfenals, Shipi)ing, and naval
Stores, you do proceed fuccelfively on the ulterior
Operations of this Expedition, according as any of
them may be judged advifeable, and may be per-
formed within fuch Time as fhall be confiftent with
your Return with the Fleet under your Command, fo
as to be in England at or about, as near as may be, the
‘End of 3eptember, unlefs the Circumftances of our
Ships and Forces fhall necefiarily require their Return
fooner; and out Troops are to be landed at Pors/-
mouth, or fuch other of our Ports as the Exigency of
the Cafe may fuggeft. »

4. Whereas it is neceffary, that upon certain Oc-
cafions, Councils of War thould be held, we have
thought fit to appoint, and do hereby appoint fuch a
Council, which fhall confitt of four" of our principal
Sea-Commanders, and of an equal Number of our
principal Land-Officers, including the Commanders
in Chiefof our Sea and Land-Forces (except in Cafes
happening at Land, relating to the carrying on any
military Operations to be performed by our Land-
Forces only ; and in like Manner, except in Cafes
happening at Sea, with Regard to Operations to be
performed by the Fleet only) and all fuch Sea and
Land-Officers are hereby refpeétively diretted, from
Time to Time, to be aiding and aflifting, with their
Advice as often as they fha]l be called together by
you, or the Officer commanding our Land-Forces for
that Purpofe ; and in all fuch Councils of War when
affembled, the Majority of Voices thall determine the
Refolutions thereof ; and inCafe the Voices fhall hap-
pen to be equal, the Prefident fhall have the cafting
Vote, .

" 5. Whereas the Succefs of this Expedition will
very much depend upon an entite ‘good Underftand-

ing
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ing between our Sea and Land-Officers, we do here-
by ftrictly enjoin and require you, on your Part, to
maintain and cultivate fuch a good Underftanding
and Agreement, and to order the Sailors and Ma-
rines, and alfo the Scldiers ferving as Part of the
Complements o our Ships, to aflift our L.and-Forces,
if judged expedient, by taking Poft on Shore, man-
ning Batteries, covering the Boats, fecuring the fafe
Reimbarkation of the Troops, and fuch other Ser-
vices at Land as may be confiftent with the Safety of
our Fleet; as we have inftru&ted our General and

ommander in chief of our Forces, on his Part, to
entertain and cultivate the fame good Underftanding
and Agreement, and to order that the Soldiers under
his Command fhall man the Ships when there fhall
be Occafion for them, and when they can be fpared
from the Land-Service; and, in order to ef‘cablifh‘thc
ftricteft Union that may be between you and our faid
Genetal and Commander in chief of our Land-Forces,
you are hereby required to communicate thefe In-
ftructions to him, as he is dire¢ted to communicate -
thofe he has received from us to you.

6. As our Service may require that you, or the
Commander in chief of our Land-Forces, thould, on
particular Occafions, difpatch a Sloop or fmall Fri-’
gate to England with Intelligence, you fhall always
take Care to have with you one or more Sloops or
{mall Frigates for that Purpofe.

7- You are to tranf{mit conftant and particular Ac-
counts of your Proceedings to one of our principal
Secretaries of State, and to our Commiflioners for
‘executing the Office of our High-Admiral of Great-
Britain ; and you fhall obferve and follow fuch Or-
ders and Inftrucions as youthall receive from us under
our Sign-Manual, or from one of our principal Se-
cretaries of State, or from our Commiffioners for
executing the Office of our High-Admiral of Great-
Britcin for the Time being, ~ " G.R.-

A true Copy. Robert Wood,
- Numb.
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Numb. V. Copy of hbis Majefty’s fecret Infiruions to
Sir John Mordavnt, dated Aug. 5th, 1757.

‘GEORGE R.

Secret Infiruttions for our trufly and well-beloved Sir John Mor-
daunt, Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant-general of our Forces,
whom we have appointed General and Commander in Chief of 2i]
and fingular our Troaps and Land-forces, appointed, or to be
appointed fir a Secret Expedition, for our Service 5 or Jor fuch
.ather Officer, on whom the command in Chief of our faid Troops-
and Land-forces may develve.  Given at our Court at Ken-
fington, the 5th Day of Augult 1757, in the thirty-firft Year
of our Reign.

AVING by our Commiflion, bearing Date
the third Day of this Inftant, appointed you to
be General and Commander in Chief of all and fingu-
lar our Forces, appointed, or to be appointed, for a
fecret Expedition ; for your better Difcharge of the
great and important Truft thereby repofeg’ in you,
we have judged it proper to give you the following
Unftruétions.
ift, You thall immediately, upon the Receipt of
thefe our Inftrutions, repair to the [le of Wight,
where we have appointed Ships to convey you, and
the Forces under your Command, to the Coafts of
France; and fo foon as the faid Forces fhall be em-
barked, you fhall accordingly proceed, without Lofs
of Time, under Convoy of a Squadron of our Ships
of War, commanded by our trufty and well-beloved
Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Admiral of
the blue Squadron of our Fleet, whom we have ap-
pointed Commander in Chief of our Ships to be em-
ployed in this Expedition; the faid Admiral, or the
‘Comimander in Chief of our faid Ships for the Time
being, being inftruted to co-operate with you,. and
to be aiding and aflifting in all fuch Enterprizes,
as, by thefe our Inftruétions, you thall be diretted to
undertake for our Service.
2d, Whereas we have determined, with the Blefi-
ing of Ged, to profecute the juft War, in which we
ar:
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are engaged againft the French King, with the utmoft
Vigour ; and it being highly expedler}t., and of ur-
gent Neceflity, to make fome Expedition, that may
caufe a Diverfion, and engage the Enemy to em-
ploy in their own Defence, aconfiderable Part of their
Forces, deflined to invade and opprefs the Liberties
of the Empire, and to fubvert the Independency of
Europe s and, if poflible, to make fome effectual Im-
preflion on the Enemy, which, by difturbing and fhak-
ing the Credit of their-public Loans; impairing the
Strength and Refources of their Navy, as well as
difconcerting, and, in Part, fruftrating their dange-
rous and extenfive Operations of War, may reflet
Luftre on our Arms,and add Life and Strength to the
common Caufe; and whereas we are perfuaded, that
nothing in the prefent Situation of Affairs can fo
fpeedily and effentially annoy and diftrefs Framce, as a
fuccefsful Enterprize againft Rochefors; our Will and
Pleafure is, That you do attempt, as far as fhall be
found practicable, a Defcent, with the Forces under
your Command, on the French Coaft at or near
Rochefort, in order to attack, if practicable, and by
a vigorous Impreffion, force that Place; and to burn
and deftroy, to the utmoft of your Power, all Docks,
Magazines, Arfenals, and Shipping, that fhall be
found there, and exert fuch other Efforts as you fhall
judge mofk proper for annoying the Enemy.

3d, After the Attempt on Rochefart fhall either
have fucceeded or failed; and in cafe the Circum-
ftances of our Forces and Fleet fhall, with Profpet
of Succefs, {till admit of further Operations ; you are
next to conlider Port L’Orient and Bourdeaux, as the
moft important Objeéts of our Arms, on the Coait
of France; and our Will and Pleafure accordingly
is, That you do proceed, fucceflively, to an Attempt
on both, or either of thofe Places, as fhall be judged
practicable ; or on any other Place that fhall be
thought moft advifeable, from Bowrdeaus homewards
to Havre, 1n order to carry and {pread, with as much

) R,aj
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Rapidity as may-be, a warm Alarm along the mari-
time Provinces of France. '

4th, In cafe, by the Blefling of God upon our
Arms, you fhall make yourfelf Mafter of any Place
on the Coalt of Franmce, our Will and Pleafure is,
That you do not keep Poffeflion thereof’; but that,
after demolithing and deftroying, as far as may be, all
Works, Defences,. Magazines, Arfenals, Shipping,
and naval Stores, you do proceed, fucceffively, on
the ulterior. Operations of this Expedition, according
as any of them fhall be judged advifeable, and may
be performed within fuch Time as fhall be confiftent
with your Return, with the Troops under your Com-
mand, fo as to be in England at, or about, as near
as may be, the End of September, unlefs the Cir-
cumftances of our Forces and Fleet fhall neceffarily
require their Return fooner; and you .are to land the
Troops at Porifmouth, or fuch other of our Ports as
the Exigency of the Cafe may fuggeft.

5th, Whereas it is neceflary, that upon certain Oc-
cafions, you thould have the Affiftance of a Council
of War, we have thought fit to appoint fuch a Coun-
cil, which fhall confift of four of our principal
-Land-officers, and of an-egual Number of our
principal Sea-commanders, including the Comman-
ders in Chief of our Land and Sea-forces, (except in
Cafes happening at Land, relating to the carrying
on any military Operatiops, to be performed by our
Land-forces only, in which Cafes you may call a
Council of War, confifting of fuch Officers of our
Land-forces as you fhall think proper) and all fuch
Tand and Sea-officers, in the feveral Cafes before-
mentioned, are hereby refpectively directed, from
Time to Time, to be aiding and affifting with their
Advice, fo often as they fhall be called together by
you, or by the Commander in Chief of our Squa-
dron, for that Purpofe; and in all fuch Councils of
War, when affembled, the Majority of Voites fhall
determine the Refolutions thereof; and in cafe the
Voices fhall happefi to be equal, the Prefident fhail
have the cafting Vote. Oth,

'
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6:h, And whereas the Succefs of this Expedition
will very much depend upon an intire good Under;
ftanding between our Land and Sea-officers, we do
hereby {tri¢tly enjoin and require you, on your Part,
to maintain and cultivate fuch good Underftanding
and Agreement ; and to order, that the Soldiers under
your Command fhould man the Ships where there
fhall be Qccafion for them, and when they can be
fpared from the Land-fervice ; as the Commander in
Chief of our Squadron is inftruéted, on his Part, to
entertain and cultivate the fame good Underftanding
and Agreement ; and to order the Sailors and Marines,
and alfo the Soldiers, ferving as Part of the Comple-
ments of our Ships, to affift our Land-forces, if judg-
ed expedient, by taking Poft on Shore, manning Bat-
teries, covering the Boats, {ecuring the fafe Re-embary
kation of the Troops, and fuch other Services at
Land as may be confiftent with the Safety of our
Fleet: and in order to eftablith the {triteft Union
that may be between you, and the Commander in.
Chief of our Ships, you are hereby required to .coms
municate thefe Infeructions to him; and he will be
direted to comrmunicate thofe he thall receive to you.

7th, You fhall, fromi Time to Time, andas you
thall have Opportunity, fend conftant Accounts of
your Proceedings, in the Execution of thefe our In-
frructions, to one of our principal Secretaries of State,
from whom you will receive fuch farther Orders and
Directions as we may think proper to give you.

-G. R.
A trpe Copy.  Robert Wood,

Numb. VI. Copyof a»Lm‘e;r from M. Secretary Pitt,
to Sir Edward Ilawke, dated Whitehally Augult
5thy 1757 -

Sir,
SEND you herewith the fecret Inftructions, the
King has been pleafed to fign for your Guidance
and Direction, in the important Command with which

his Majefty has honoured you: I have only .to
~add
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add my moft fincere Withes for your Succefs on this
Occafion, and to affure you, that I am, &e.

' W. Prrr.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. VIL. Copy of a  etter from My. Segretary Pitt,
20 Major-General Conway, Major-Gentral Corn-
walhs? Vice- Admiral Knowles, and Rear- Admiral
Brodrick, dated Whitehall, Auguft 55, 1757.
mutatis mutandis.

Sz,

HAVE the King’s Commands to.fend you the
inclofed fealed Packet, containing an attefted
Copy of his Majefty’s fecret Inftru&ions to Sir Fobn
Sir Edward Hawke,  Mordaunt, which you are to open,
in cafe the Command in Chief of
Fleet. the, 7700ps now under that of Sir
Sir Edward Hawke. ~ §obn Mordaunt, fhould devolve up-
on you, in order that you may thereby be fully ap-
prifed of the King’s Pleafure, and be enabled to carry
his Majefty’s Intentions into Execution, in which [ am
perfuaded you will exert your utmoft Endeavours.
I am, e, W. Pitr.

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. VIII. Copy of a Lester from Sir Edward
Hawke, t0 Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated or board the

Ramilies a¢ Spithead, 76 Auguft, 1757,

Sigr,
Received your Letter of the 5th Inftant, inclofing
the fecret Inftructions his Majefty has been pleafed
to fign for my Guidance and Direction in the Com-
mand with which he has honoured me ; Ibeg you will
do me the Juftice to believe, that I fhallexert my ut-
moft Abilities for his Honour, and the Service of my
Country. Iam, with the greateft Refpect, &e.
Ep. Hawke,
A true Copy.  Robert Wood.
‘ F Numb.
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NLﬁnb. 1X. Copy of a Letter from Major-General Corn.
wallis,: o M. Secretary Pitt, dated Newport, lile

* of Wight, Auguft 626, 1757.

Sir,

[ A M juft now honoured with your Letter, with an
"~ inclofed fealed Packet, containing an attefted Copy
of his Majefty’s fecret Inftructions to Sir Fobu Mor-
daunt, which I fhall (conformable to your Inftructi-
ons) open, in cafe the Command in Chief of the
Troops now under Sir Fobn Mordaunt, fhould de-
volve upon me, that I may thereby be. ¢nabled t6
carry his Majefty’s Intentions into Execution; in
which I will exert miy utmoft Endeavours, with true

Zeal for his Majefty’s Service. I am, Oc.
Ep. CorvwaLLis.

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. X. Copy of a Letter from V. ic&-zﬂlmiml Knowles,
to My. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfmouth, Auguft
6th, 1757.

Sir,

TAKE this Opportunity of acknowledging the
Receipt of the Letter you honoured me with, con-
taining an attefted Copy of his Majefty’s fecret In-
firu&ions to Sir Edward Hawke, which fhall remain
inviolable in my Hands, unlefs the Contingency you

mention make it needful to open them. 1 am, &c.
Cuas. KNowLEs,

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. X1. Copy of @ Letter from Rear- Admiral Bro-
drick, to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfmouth,
Auguft 6¢b, 1757.

Sir,
I AM honoured with your Letter of the sth Inftant,
with a fealed Copy of fecret Inftruétions for Sir
Edward Hawke, which fhall remain fo, unlefs the Ne-
ceflity
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ceflity of the Service fhould require their being

opened. I am, &. TrHos. Bropriex.
A true Copy Robelt Wood

Numb. hH Copy of an Or dcr Sfrom t/ae Lords of lbe
Admiralty to Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft
5thy 1757+

By the Commi(fioners for éxciuting the Office of Z./mfl High Admi-

-miral of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. °

Y AVING ordered the Commanders of the ng s
Ships and Veflels named in the annexed Lift,

to follow your Orders for their firther Proceedings :
you are hereby requifed and directed to take undet
your Command fuch {ixteen of thefe of the Line as
can fooneft be got ready to proceed onService, toge-
ther with the }‘rlgates and {mall Vefiels, and ufe the
utmoft Expedition in getting them manned and ready
in all Refpeéts for the Sea; in cafe you take the

Royal William, you are to caufe Vice-Admiral Mo/~

tyn’s Retinue and Servants to. be removed into the

Royal Ann or Barflenr, which ever of them you fhall

leave behind. And having ordered Vice-Admiral

Knowles, and Rear-Admiral Brodrick, to put them-=

{elves under your Command; you are hereby requir-

ed to take them under your ‘Command accordmgly.

Given, (¢, the 5th of Auguft, 1757.

To Sir Edward Hawke Knight Ansown.
of the Bath, Admiral of the G. Hav.
Blue. G. ELriom
J. Forges.

By Command of their Lordfhips, 7. Clevland.

Lif of Ships and VelJels, whofe Commanders are a’zreﬁed
to follow Sir Edward Hawke’s Orders.

Guns. Ships. Guns. Ships.
100 Royal George 9o Namur
Royal Sovereign $4 Royal William
go Ramillies 8o Barfleur
Neptune . Princefs Amelia
Royal Ann 74 Magnanime

Fo Tor«



( 84 )

Guns. * Ships. Guns. Ships.
74 Torbay 28 Coventry
Dublin 18 Cormorant
»o Burford 16 Efcort
64 Alcide 16 Pellican
6o America Firethip Pluto
Achilles Proferpine
Dunkirk Bomb  Firedrake
Medway Infernal
50 Norwich Cutter  Hunter
Bufs Canterbury
32 Southampton Medway

Numb. XIII. Copy ¢f an Order from the Lords of the
Admiralty to Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft

6) /1757'

By the Commi(fioners for executing the Office of Lord High- Admiral
of Great Britain and Ireland, &, |

N purfuance of his Majefty’s Pleafure, fignified to

us by Mr. Pits, one of his Majefty’s principal Se-
cretaries of State, you are hereby required and direéted,
in Addition to our Order of Yefterday’s Date, to pro-
ceed with the Squadron put under your Command,
and the Tranfport-Vefiels named in the inclofed Lift
(which are ordered to join you and follow your
Orders) to Spithead, where you will receive his Ma-
jetty’s Pleafure for your furure Conduct; and you
are ftrictly to follow fuch Orders and Inftruions as
you fhall receive from his Majefty, or one of his prin-
cipal Secretaries of State. Given &c. 6th Aug. 1757.

To the Hon. Sir Edward Hawke, Anson,
Ad. of the Blue, &, at Portfmouth. G. Hav,
J. Forazs.

By Command of their Lordthips, ¥. Cleviand.

A4
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A Lift of T mﬂjj)arts.

Maria Therefa Peo-o'y

Duke of Cumberland Friend’s Adventure
Mill’s Frigate Three Sifters
Charles Lion

Benjamin - Patience

Mathias Gowland

Lark Good Intent (2)
Refpect Freedom

Queen of Spain John and Thomas
Alexander. Yarmouth
Nazareth Thomas and Mary.
Mary (2) William and Mary
Amity’s Succeflion .  Violet

Elizabeth (1) Parnaffus
Elizabeth (2) Contftantia
Neptune Antelope

Good Intent (1). Providence and Jane
Providence Increafe Baltimore

Royal Union New Phillis
Reftoration James and Mary
Mary (1) John’s Adventure
Unity Samuel and Robert
James and Henrietta Prince George

Duke of Cumberland (2) Profperous Ameha.
Ruffel

Numb. XIV. Copy of @ Letter from Sir John Mor-
daunt o My. Secreiary Pitt, dated Ifle of Wight,
Aug. 11. 1757, ten at Night.

SiR,

EING honoured with his Majefty’s Commands

to correfpond with you, I think it [my Duty to
acquaint you, that on my Arrival here on Monday laft,
I was difappointed in finding none of the Tranfports
were come round, and the more {o in that I have
not yet been able to hear any pofitive Account of
them: I have, however, emploved this Interval in
giving fuch Orders as I thought neceflary, to have the
F 3 "~ Troops
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Troops here in Readinefs for their Embarkation at a
‘Moment’s Warning.' a :

Having, on Perufal of my Commiffion, fome Doubt
how far T am empowered to carry the Sentences of
Courts-Martial in ¢apital Cafes into Excution,* during
my Abode within his Mdjefty’s Dominions, I thould
be glad, as foon as may be, to know what is his
Majefty’s Intentién on that Head, as there are now
many Deferters with us ordered for immediate Trial.

I muft alfo beg Leave to trouble you farthef, on a
Matter which éccurs to me relative to the Service I
am going upon, whichis, that having, fince my Ar-
rival here, converfed with Sir Edward Hawke, and
Vice-Admiral Knowles, who both feem of Opinion,
that it is poffible, from the Nature of the Navigation
to Rochefort, the Fleet:may be detained even in Sight
of the Coaft of France, for a Week or ten Days,
without being able to get into the Road, or off the
Ile 4'Ai%;- during which time an Alarm will ne-
ceflarily be given in thofe Parts. -This Conjunéturé
and Situation, " if it {iould happen, appears to me (6
very delicate, and equally to the other General Offi-
cers on the Expedition, who may by Accidenit to the
firft in Command, come to be under the fame Diffi-
culty (the Succefs of our Undertaking depending, as
I apprehend, on the Suddennefs of its Execution) that
1 fhould be glad, if it is thought proper, to have a
Direftion, how I am toaét in that Cafe.

I fend this by an Officer, who will take Care to
deliver it fafely.- T am, &e.

J. Morpaunr.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

I}Tumb., XV. VC;ap_y of a Letter from Mr. Secretary

Pitt 10 §fr John Mordaunt, ‘dared Whitehall; Aug.
(‘13.‘ ’175L7.' o L ST

LS, ' :

Immediately laid your Letter of the 11th inftant,

ar Night, before the King, and am.commarided

by his Mujefty to let you know, That his Royal In-

’ tentions
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tentions are, that you fhould, by wirtue of your
Commiffion, , carry the Sentences of Courts-Martial,
1n capital Cafes, into Execution, during your Abode
within his Majefty’s Dominions, fo long as the T-roopk
under your Command fhall continue under their pre-
{ent Deftination, according to the King’s Orders and
Inftructions. ‘ ,
. With regard to the fuppofed Cafe, as ftated in your
Letter, and arifing from Converfation had with Sir
Edward Hawke and Vice-Admiral Knowles, namely,
that itis poffible the Fleet may. be detainedin Sight of
the Coaft of France, for a Week or ten Days, with-
out being able to get into the Road of Rochefort, or
off the Ifle & Aix, during which Time an Alarm will
neceffarily be given in thofe Parts; in which Cafe
you exprefs: a Defire, “if thought proper, .to have a
particular Direction, how to alt ; Iam commanded
thereupon by the King, to fignify to you his Ma-
jefty’s Pleafure, That you, orfuch otlier Officer, on
whom the Command may devolve, dg, in Conformity
to the Latitude given by his Majefty’s Inftructions,
Judge of the Practicability of the Service, on the Spot,
according as contingent Events, and particular Cir-
cumftapces, may require ; the King judging it highly
prejudicial to the Good of his Service to give parti-
cular Orders and DireGions, with regard to poflible
contingent Cafes that may arife. =~ -

T T am, Fe. W. PirT.

A true Copy. Robert Wood,

‘Numb. XVL Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mor-
daunt t0 Mp. Secretary Pitt, dated Head-Quarters,
- Newport, Aug. 20. 1757.

Sir, ’

¥ Have the Honour of your Commands, dated 4«-
guft 13th, and you may depend upon it, that his.

Majefty’s Orders fhall be moft punctually obferved.
Mr. Thames, who has long been, and now is, Agent
for the Tranfports, came here the 1%th from Porz/-
mouth : He faid, he came over on Purpofe, from
F 4 think-
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thinking it his Duty to inform. me, the Tranfports
were not fufficient for the Number of Troops. I
own his Converfation much puzzled me, as I know
our Expedition thould meet with no Delay on one
Hand, and that the Prefervation ‘of the Soldier’s
Healths ought on the other to be thought on. At
length I recolleted two of the Commiffioners of the
Admiralty were at Portfmonth, to whom I fent a
Letter, 2 Copy of which I now enclofe to you..
Though I have fince heard nothing from the Com-
niiffioners or Mr. Thames, 1 thought it my Duty to
mention this Circumftance to you, being informed
laft Night, by a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke, that
an Exprefs is fent to the Navy-Board upon this-Oc-
cafion.

The Troops are in great Spirits, and wait impa-
tiently for the Tranfports.
I am, &e. J. MorpavunT.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XVII. Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mor-
daunt, 76 Thomas Orby Hunter a»d Gilbert Eliott,
Efquires, dated Head-Quarters Newport, Aug. 17.
1757, enclofed in Sir John Mordaunt’s Letter 1o Mr.
Secretary Pitt, of the 20th Aug. 1757.

GENTLEMEN,

R. Thames, Agent for the Tranfports, has juft
been with us, and fays, he thinks it his Duty
to mention, that the Tranfports are not fufficient to
carry the Number of Troops. We fend him with
this Letter, that he may explain his Reafons for the
Opinion he gives, and if you find them fatisfattoty,
we flatter ourfelves fome Method may be found,
without occafioning Delay, to redrefs the Grievance.

I am, Gentlemen, &¢.

(Signed) J. Morpavunr,
A true Copy. Robert Wood.
Numb.
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Numb. XVHI.  Copy of a Letter from My. Secretary
| Pitt, 20 Sir Edward Hawke, dated Aug. 23. 1754.
"SIz, } ‘

A Doubt having been ftarted by Mr. Thames,
Agent forthe Tranfports at Pors/mouth, whether
the Veflels ordered there will be fufficient for the
Number of Troops; I am commanded to fignify t6
you the King’s Pleafure, that in cafe of any Exi-
gency, you do receive on board the Men of War,
fych Part of the Troops as may be neceflary, and can
be accommodated therein without Prejudice to his
"Majefty’s Ships.
' I am, &e. W. Pirr.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XIX. Copy of a Letter from Mr. S-ecrétary
Pitt ¢ Sir John Mordaunt, . dated Aug. 23. 1757.

Sir, !
Have received the Favour of your Letter of the
z2oth Inftant, and have, in confequence thereof,
made the neceflary Enquiries, with regard to the
Doubt ftarted by Mr. Thames, that the Tranfports
ordered to Portfmouth would not be fufficient for the.
Number of Troops. '

The inclofed Papers, containing the Orders given
by the Admiralty on this Subject, will, I am per-
fuaded, give you full Satisfaction, and remove any
Doubts of this Sort ; and, tho’ there is the greateft
Reafon to imagine that a fufficient Quantity of Tranf-
port-Veflels has been provided for this Service, I
have, however, fignified the King’s Pleafure to Sir
Edward Hawke by this Night’s Poft, that he thould,
in cafe of any Exigernicy, receive on board the Men
of War, fuch aNumber of the Troops as may be 'ne-
ceffary, and can be accommodated therein, without
Prejudice to his Majefty’s Service. . '

: Iam, &c. W. PrrT.

A true Copy. Robert Weod.
Numb.
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Numb XX. Copyof a Letter from M. Clevland 24
Sir Edward Hawke, a2 Portfmouth,- dared Admi-
‘ralty-Office, Aug. 19. 1757, enclofed in M. Se-
cretary Pit’s Letter 20 Sir John Mordaunt af the
23d Aug. 1757.

Sm,

Y Lords Commxﬁ”mners of, .the Adm1ralty
- having been informed, that gne. Mrs. Thawes,
a Perfon fent to Portfmouth by the, Navy-Board to
afitt the Agent for Tranfports in the Embark-
ation of the Troops, . has reprefented. to Sir Fobn
Mordaunt, and yourfelf, that the Tonnagg for the
Troops_is. not {ufficient, thofe that went to 7’Orient
in 1746 being allowed one-Ton and half o eachMan,
their Lordfhips command me.to_acquaint you, that
they are extremely furprifed and difpleafed at the faid
Thames’s Behaviour,. in raifing unneceffary Difficul-
ties and Uneafineffes ; and, that they may not have
any ill Effeét, their Lordfhlps dire&t me to’ acquaint
you, that the Rate of one Ton a Man is as much as
has been allowed on the like Services in former Times;
that with regard to the Troops fent to Port; I’Orient,
they had a greater Allowance, on account of their
being orxgmally ‘defigned for Louishour -z i but -that
‘you may be fatisfied ‘of the whole Tonnage, I beg
Leave to refer you to the Lift of all the Tranfports
fent to you in the Lords’ Order of the 6th Inftant,
(ro which the profperous Amelia of 4.Qo Tons is to
be added) amounting to about 12400 Tons, g500 of
which are fitted for the Reception of the Troops,
-which will probably be far fhort of 8000; wherefore
their Lordfhips recommend it to you to endeavour to
remove any Uneafinefs that Mr, Thames’s Reprefen-
tation: may have created, they being thoroughly fa-
tished that no Inconvemencxes whatever will attend
the prefent Allowance; but, on the contrary, the
Service will be attended with lefs Accidents and De-

lays, by having fewer Ships:
I am, &, J. Creviawno.

A true Copy.  Robert Weod. . S

.v.‘"

Numb.
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Numb. XXI. Cospy of a Letter from Mr. Clevland
. to Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguft 20:5, 1757,
-enclofed in Myr. Secretary Viet's Letter to Sir John
Mordaunt of the 23d of Augult, 1757, .
Srr,

J Have communicated to my Lords Commiffioners
I of the Admiralty your Letterof Yefterday, in-
forming their Lordfhips, that upon a Confultation
with Vice-Admiral Khowles, and the Diréftor of the
Embarkation, you were unanimoufly of Opinion,
that at leaft four thoufand Ton of Tranfports are fill
wanting ; and am commanded by their Lordthips to
acquaint you, that they have Reafon to believe this
Perfon, who' tlie Navy-Board have fent to Portfinouth,
is ignorant in what Manner the Tranfports are fitted,
otherwife he could not miftike fo much in his Calcu-
lation ; for thefe Ships have all of them two fluth
Platforms betweén Decks for the Men to lay their
Bedding upon, by which Means many moré can be
conveniently ftowed than: in’ Cabbins, the ufual Me-
thod of fitting /Tranfports ; wherefore the Lords are
of Opinion there will be fufficient Room, agreeable
to what I writ you in my Letter Yefterday ; however,
te remove the Difficulties and Uneafinefs which Mr.
Thames has raifed, Mr. Cockburne, the Comptroller of
the Navy, is fent to Porsfmonth with DireCtions to do
every Thing poffible, and-to furnifh fuch other Ships
as fhall be ready, if neceffary.
, v I am, &c.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXII.  Copy of @ Letter - from Mr. Clevland
~to Mr. Cockburne, dated Auguft 21{t, 1757, en-
clofed in M. Secretary Pit’s Lester 1o Sir John Mor-
-daunt of the 23d of Avguft, 1757.
Sir, , '
N anfwer to your Letter of Yefterday to my Lord
Arfon, 1 am commanded’ by my Lords Commif-

fioners of thé Admiralty to acquaint you, that althm}l]gh
they

i
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they are perfuaded the Tranfports coming round from
the River to Portfmouth, are {ufficient for the Troops
that are to embark on the prefent Expedition ; yet to
prevent Unealinels or Diffatisfaction in any Perfgns
whatever, their Lordfhips approve of your adding
the five or fix hundred Ton of Shipping you mea-
tion to be employed as you propofe : Allo the Fafon’s
being properly fitted to carry 500 Men, by leaving
behind her lower Tier of Guns, which their Lord-
thips hope will quiet the Minds of every one, without
the Addition of the Chefterfield, a Ship wanted on very
material Service ; however, the will be getting ready ;
but their Lordfhips dire¢t me to obferve to you, that
nothing herein-mentioned is intended, if it fhall be
found to delay the Tranfports'a Moment after they
arrive at Spithead, as the Succefs of the whole depends
upon their failing with the utmoft Expedition; where-
fore their Lordfhips recommend it to you to exert
yourfelfin forwarding this Service,and Orders in Form
will be forwarded, when they meet To-morrow, this
being fent to fave Time.
Iam, &c.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXIII. Copy of a Letzer from Myr.Cockburne
o Mr.Clevland, dated Auguft 234, 1757, enclofed in
Mr. Secretary Pit’s Letter to Sir John Mordaunt,
of the 23d of Auguft, 1757,

Sir,

OU will pleafe to acquaint their Lordthips that

I went over this Morning to the Ifle of Wight,

to talk with Sir Jobn Mordaunt about the Tonnage of
the Tranfports, and found Sir Foh#n had been informed
that a Ton .and a Half to a Man was the leaft that
had ever been allowed to Troops on foreign Voyages,
or where there was a Probability of their continuing
any confiderable Time on board, which he feemed to
think might be the Cafe with thefe, and apprehended
they would be too much crowded, if confined to one
Ton to each Man only : ‘T explained to him the Man-
I ner
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net in which they were fitted, and told him of the Ad-
dition propofed to be made, which feemed to fatisfy
him entirely : I alfo propofed to Sir ¥obn to turn the
profperous Amelia into a Foot-Ship, and to ftow the
Fafcines, &e. in the Holds of the Hofpital Ships,
which he alfo approved on : I have writ to the Navy-
Board, and defired they would fend an Exprefs to
Deal '(in cafe the Tranfports are detained by the
Wind there) to order her to be fitted accordingly,

which may be ealily done even on the Paflage here,

by the Affiftance of the Carpenters of the Men of War

that come round with them, if their Lordfhips pleafe

to give the Commanding Officer Orders for that Pur-
pofe. This Ship has only fourteen Days Provifions on

board for four hundred Men ; I propofe putting only

two hundred on board of her, that I may by that

Means ftill referve fome Room in hér Hold, in cafe

there thould be more Fafcines, &¢. than the Hofpital

Ships will conveniently take in, and have defired that

one Month’s more Provifions. for two hundred Men

may be immediately put on board her, where fhe is 3

but in cafe that is not accomplifhed before fhe ar-

rives here, it fhall be ready to be fent’on board from

hence on their appearing.

I have received your’s of the 21ft. by the Meflenger,
with their Lordfhip’s Directions. I fhall immediately
fit the Fafon, which, with the Tonnage I have got here
and the Tenders, I think I can venture to aflure their
Lordthips will remove all the Difficulties I found
here, without the Chefterfield. Their L.ordihipsmay de-
pend on my doing every Thing in my Power to for-
ward this Service, and don’t doubt but I fhall have
all in fuch Readinefs as not to run the leaft Rifque of
a Delay, when the Tranfports from the Eaftward come
round. I am difappointed in the Ships I mentioned .
in my Letter laft Night to Lord 4»fon from the Mo-
ther- Bank, and alfo in one out of this Harbour ; but
with the Tenders that I am fitting, I fhall haveenough
to- quiet the Minds of all. Tt blew fo exceflively
hard Yefterday, that I did not get back from the [/Zz;’r

i Y
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of Hight before Ten at Night, which is the Reafon
I could not difpatch the Meffenger till this Morning
Iam, & Gro. COCKBURNE.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXIV. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward
Hawke to Myr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfmouth,
Auguft 25th, 1757,

Sir, \

I AM honoured with your Letter of the 23d Inftant,
As a Number of Tranfports more have been taken

up at this Port by the Comptroller of the Navy, and

the Fafon Ship of War is fitted for the Reception of

Soldiers ; I hope there will be no Occafion to put any

on board the Ships of War, which are already fuffi-

ciently weakened, by having two Battalions'of raw un-
difciplined Men in their Complements ; but in cafe
the Tranfports thould not be fufficient for the Num-
ber of Troops, I fhall, in Obedience to his Majefty’s

Commands, accommodate the Remainder on board

the Men of War.

I am, with the greateft Refpet,

Ep. Hawke.

A true Copy. Robert Wood,

Numb. XXV. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary
Pitt t0Sir Edward Hawke, and Sir John Mordaunt,
dated Whitehall, September 5¢6, 1757, Four o’Clock
in the Afternoon. .

SiR,- .
“HE Wind having been fair for the Tranfports
going to Spithead, ever fince Friday Morning, I
am to acquaint you, that his Majefty expets, with

Impatience, to hear that the Troops are embarked ;

but if, by any Delay, the Embarkation fhould not be

compleated, when this Letter reaches you, T am to fig-
nity to you the King’s Pleafure, that the moft particu-
lar Diligence be employed in getting the Troops-on
board, and proceeding without the Lofs of a Mo-

, ment
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ment to the Execution of yogur Orders and Inftructions;
with regard to the Fxpedition under your Care.

His Majefty being informed that ten Battalions,
under the Orders of Sir Yobn Ligonier, were all com-
pleatly embarked at #illiampads within the Courfe of
twenty-four Hours, in which they arrived at that
Place; the King expe@s to hear, by the Return of

. ‘ this Meflenger, that the Fleet
Ti’ifz Z:’b?’lrfol‘;’ “:“”’3” under yojur‘g(;’ommand with thé

yourComman fm b, Troops on board, have proceeded

i to Sea, in cafe the Wind per-
mits, agreeable to your Orders and Inftru&ions.

‘ I am, &.
To Sir Edward Hawke. W. Prrr.

P. §. The Meflenger that carries this has my Or-
ders toftay to bring an Account of the Fleet’s
Sailing. ‘

- A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXVI. 'Copy-of a Letter frem Sir Edward
Hawke to Myr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at
Spithead, September 624, 1757.

S1r, !
T half paft five this Morning I received, by Ex-

A prefs, your Letter of the 5th Inftant, fignifying

his Majefty’s Dire@ions to ufé the utmoit Diligence

in embarking the Troops, and getting to Sea.

As I could not doubt of my Letter to the Secretary
of the Adiniralty, by Exprefs on Sunday Morning, be-~
ing immediately communicated to you, I thould have
expected, that before your’s was fent, his Majefty
would have been fully fatisfied that T needed no Spur
in the Execution of his Orders.

As the Wind was fair here on Satarday, T ordered
an Officer with fix Cutters out to cruize for the Tran-
fports, with pofitive Directions not to come to atSpiz-
béad, but proceed directly to Cowes.  Soon after they
appeared in Sight on Sunday Morning, I difpatched an
Officer to acquaint Sir Fobn Mpm’h)nt’, with their Ar-

rival,
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tival, that every Thing might be ready. -As there
was but lictle Wind all Day on Sunday, but few of
them reached Cowes that Night, and proving but little
Wind on Monday Morning, I fent Boats to tow the
Fafon down, with two Boats from each Ship at Spiz-
bead, together with all the Boats from the Dock, and
the fix Cutters to aflilt in the Embarkation. One
Brigade was embarked Yelterday, as the other will be
by Noon To-day ; fo that the whole Time taken up
in the Embarkation, from the Arrival of the Tran-
fports to this Day at Noon, will not exceed twenty-four
Hours, tho’ we have not the Advantage of Jetty-
Heads, from whence the Troops could ftep into the
T'ranfports.

Befide, Sir, as they were detained fo' Icng in their
Paflage round, they were in Want of confiderable
Quantities of Provifions, which to fave Time I fent to
Cowes after them, while T watered, and vi¢tualled the
Ordnance, and Horfe-fhips here ; the Horfe are em-
barked this Morning. ‘

Give me Leave to add, that the Mortar was to be
thipped on board the Infernal Bomb Veffel ; the will be
ready To-night ; the Men of War which came round
with them, were alfo in Want of Stores and fome Pro-
vifions:

The Squadron is now unmooring, and I only wait
the Return of the Tranfports to Spithead, when I (halt
take the firft Wind that offers to goto §z. Helens, and
if it thould prove favourable fhall go to Sea imme-
diately after.

Be fo kind, Sir, as to take the Trouble to aflure his
Majefty, that asIever have, fo more particularly on
this Occafion, I fhall fhew the greateft Regard to his
Orders. I am, &

Ep. Hawke.

A true Copy. Robert Wood,
Numb.
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Numb. XXVII. Copy of a Letter from Sir John
Mordaunt ‘20 Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Postfmouth,
September 6th, Nine at Night.

SiR,

I Had this Morning the Honour of your’s of the

5th Inftant, and canaffure you, that not a Minute’s

Time has been loft in embarking the Troops.
Though the firft of the Traniports did not arrive

at Cowes ’till Sunday Evening, we began the Embark-

ation at Day-break the next Morning, and continued
putting the Troops on board ’till after it was dartk,

‘We have followed the fame Method To-day, and by.

that Means I have now the Pleafure to acquaint you,

that I finithed the Embarkation of the laft Regiment
at about fix this Evening.

I beg you will do me the Favour, to mention to his
Majefty, that we were obliged to march the Troops
and Baggage five Miles to the Place of Embarkation,
and that we were then forced to put the Men in fmall
Boats, in which they were rowed above a Mile be-
fore they could embark in the Tranfports ; whereas at
Williamfadt the Troops marched directly from the
Quay-into the Tranfports, without the leaft Poffibi-
lity of a Delay.

It is both my Duty and the Pride of my Heart, to
execute with the utmoft Difpatch and Diligence the
Orders his Majefty has honoured me with, and I flat-
ter myfelf a very fhort Time will now fhew it.

I am, &e. J. MorDAUNT.

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXVIIL. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward
Hawke 20 M. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies az St.

Helens, September 8th, 1757.

SiRr,
Calm obliged me on Tuefday to moor the Squa-
A dron again ; Yefterday at four in the Morning
Tbegan to unmoor again, and fent an Officer to Cowes,

to fee none of the Tranfports were l¢ft behind, About
- G . three
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three in the Afternoon T got to this Place, -and was
6bliged to come to, as they. could not get out, d{f-
patching Officers, who were all Night employed in
ordering them to join me without Lofs of Time.

Laft Night arrived from the Dgwns, a Company
of Lord Efinghans’s Regiment, which had been em-
barked on ‘board the Norwich at Chatham.

The Tranfports are all come down, and I am now
under Way, with a moderate Breeze at E. N. E.

Iam, &c. E. Hawke.
A true Copy. Robert Wooed.

Numb. XXIX. Copy of a Letier from Sir Edward
Hawke to AMr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at
Sea, Septeémber 1ath, 1757.

S1r,

N Thurfday laft, after I wrote to you, the Wind

died away, which obliged me to-come to again,
till half an hour paft Five: then a moderate Breeze
about W.N. W. fpringing up, I made the Signal
to weigh, and at Seven made Sail with all’ the
Tranfports. On Fridgy we had contrary Winds till
Evening, and this Morning I was joined by his Ma-
jefty’s Ship Effex, by whom I fend this. WEe have
now a frefh Gale, with the Wind at N.N.E. Pors-
land bears N.E. 11 Leagues. Iam, &e.

Ep. Hawke.
" A true Copy. Robert Wood. !

Numb. XXX. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary
Pict 70 Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John Mordaunt,
dated September 15th, 1757, by the Viper Slaap.

Sir Edward Hawke, and like Letter, mutatis mutandss, to Sk
Fobn. Mordaunt. -

Sir, Whiteball, Sept. 15th, 1454,

H IS Majefty, by his fecret Inftru@ions, dated

the sth Day of Augyft laft, having directed

Troops.  the Return of the Fleet under your Com-

Pl Mand, together with the Lond Forces om

board, < {o as be in England at or-about, as
¢ near
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Forces ¢ near as may be, the End of Seprember, un-
and ¢ lefs the Circumftances of the Ships and
Ships, << Forces fhall neceffarily require their Return
) ¢ fooner :” T am now to fignify to you the
King’s Pleafure, that you do not confider the above-
mentioned Time, limited for your Return, as in-
tended, in any Manner, to affe& or interfére with the
full Execution of the firft and principal Obje of the
Expedition, namely, ¢ Attempting, as far as fhall be
“¢ found pradticable, a Defcent on the French Coaft,
‘¢ at or near Rochefort, in order to attack, if practi-
*¢ cable, and, by a vigorous Impreffion, force that
¢ Place; and to burn and deftroy, to the utmoft of
¢ your Power, all Shipping, Docks, Magazines,
¢ and Arfenals, that fhall be found there, and exert
“ fuch other Efforts as fhall be judged moft proper
< for annoying the Enemy.” And with regard to
any other particular Attempt, which, agreeably to.
your Orders, you fhall have commenced, and in the
Execution whereof you fhall be atually engaged, it
is alfo his Majefty’s Pleafure, that you do not de-
fift from, or break up the fame, merely and folely
on account of the Time limited for your Return by
the Inftru®ions abovementioned, but that, notwith-
ftartding the fame; you do continue with the
Troops.  Fleet, during {uch a farther Number of Days,
as may afford a competent Time for the
Completion of any Operation under the above Cit-
“cumftances : After which you are to take
Forces.  care to return with the Fleer under your
Fleet,  Command, and the Forces on board, in the
Manner directed by your former Inftruc-

tions. Iam, &, )

W. Pirr,

A true Copy, Robert Wood.

G2 “Numb,
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Numb. XXXI.. Copy of a Letter from Sz'rfi'dﬂi}var'ci
Hawke 20 My. Secreiary Pitt, dated Ramilies, iz
Bafque-Road, Sept. 30¢5, 1757.

SIR, .
BOUT Seven o’Clock in the Evening of the
22d Inftant, as I was ftanding in between the
10lands of Rbé and Oleron for Bafque-Road, 1 received
his Majefty’s Orders, fignified in your Letter of the
15th Inftant by the #7per. Having before made the
Difpofition for attacking'the Ifle of Aix (a Step, in
the general Opinion, neceflary for fecuring the land-
ing of the Troops), at 10 in the Morning of the 23d,
the Vice-Admiral, by my Order, weighed with the
Tide of Flood, and flood towards it'with his Divi-
fion, compofed of the Magnanime, Barfleur, Nepiune,
TForbay, and Royal William, Frigates, Bomb-veflels,
Firethips, and Cutters. The Magnanime led : About
T'welve the Fire began from the Fort with Shells and
great Guns, and continued while our Ships ap-
proached, till about ten Minutes after One; when
the Magnanime brought up within lefs than forty Yards
of the Fort, where fhe kept an inceflant Fire for
about thirty-five Minutes; as did the Barffeur, which
brought up, about five Minutes after her, a-breaft of
the Fort. About three Quarters after One the
Firing ceafed, the Garrifon having- ftruck their Co-
lours and furrendered. They bhad in the Fort eight
Mortars of about 14 Inches Diameter, and thirty
Guns, fixteen of which were eighteen, and the Re-
mainder about fourteen Pounders. The Magnanime,
tho’ damaged in her Rigging, Yards, and Mafts, yet
had only two Soldiers killed, and "eleven Men
wounded. Of the Garrifon, which confifted of near
fix hundred Seamen and Soldiers, only ‘one was Killed,
and feven or eight wounded.

On the Morning of the 23d, I obferved a French
Man of War, over the Land, to the S. E. of the Ifle
of Aix. Being defirous of’deftroying her, I directed
Capt.- Byron, of the America, to take with him the

Achilles
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Hchilles and Pluto Firethips, and, as foon as the Red
Bivifion thould begin to batter, go and deftroy her.
But the French flung their Guns overboard, cut their
Cables, and otherwife lightening her, run np the
Charente. It is faid the was the Prudent of 74 Guns,
bound for Louisbourg.

It having been thought neceffary, in order to fecure
a fafe Landing for the Troops, to found and recon-
noitre the Shore of the Main, as foon as the Fort had
furrendered, I direCted Rear-Admiral Brodrick, with
Captains Denis, Douglas, and Buckle, to perform that
Service, and make their Report to me. It was the
Afternoon of the 24th before they returned: A Copy
of that Report’accompanies this. After maturely
confidering 1t, I was of Opinion they might land; on
which Sir Fobn Adordaut defired a Council of War
might be affembled to confider of it. There it was
granted by every body, that the Landing could be
effected. In Confidence of their Judgment, and
Knowledge of their own Profeflion, we affented to
their Realons for not proceeding to attempe taking
Rochefort by Efcalade. A Copy of the Refult of that
Council of War is here inclcfed. He defired a fecond,
which was affembled early on the Morning of the
28th: Herewith I{end you the Refult of it.  Imme-
diately the Difpofition was made for the Landing,
under the Dire@ion of Rear-Admiral Brodrick, and
all the Captains of the Squadron. Part of the Troops
were actually in the Boars, when I received a Letter
from Mr. Brodrick, a Copy whereof I herewith
tran{mit. o

Laft 'Night I applied to him, to know whether the
General Officers of the Land Forces had any farther
military Operations to propofe, that I might not un-
neceffarily detain the Squadron here. This Morning
I received Sir Fobn’s Anfwer, a Copy of which 1s
here inclofed. . It was the daily Expeétation of their
hhdertaking fomething, which induced me to ftay here
fo long. AsIhave now got their final Refolution, 1
fhal] fail for England To-morrow Mopning.
) G 3 Though,
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Though, before I came here, this Place was repre-
fented as very difficult of Accefs, and fo narrow that
Ships could not lye in Safety from the Forts, nay, the
Pilots made many Baulks before we came 1n yet. 1
find it a fafe fpacious Road, in which all the Navy of
England, Merchant-thips included, may ride without
the leaft Annoyance; and that a Squadron may, at
any time, by laying here, prevent any Armament
from Rochefort, and ruin all the French Trade to Rbé,
Oleron, or the Continent, within thefe Iflands.

I beg Leave to affure you, Sir, I have difcharged
my Duty to my King and Country with Fidelity,
Diligence, and Integrity, and wifh more could have
been done for the Good of the Service.

The Pilot of the Magnanime has behaved -like a
Man of Bravery and Skill, and as fuch I beg Leave
to recommend him to you.

Iam, &c.

Ep. HawkE.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXXII. Copy of @ Report made to Sir Edward
Hawke o7 board the Ramilies, Sept. 24¢b, 1757,

" by Rear-Admiral Brodrick, and others, z'mlo;/e]d'ih
Sir Edward Hawke’s Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt,
of the 3oth September, 1757.

In Purfuance of an Order from Sir Edward Hawke,
Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the Blue Squa-
_dron of his Majefty’s Fleet, &¢. dated the 23d
Sept. 1757, '

J E the underwritten went and founded the
French Shore from Rockelle to Fort Fouras,
and find as follows : :

From the fouth Point of the Entrance of Ruckelle
(on which Point there are 27 Guns mounted on Bar-
bett) to the Point of the Angolin, we find it a rocky

- Shore,
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Shore,. and fteep Clifts, with Shoals near two Miles
off : From Augolin to Chatiliallon, we find a fair hard
fandy Beech, with a Flat-lying off near two Miles,
having but three Fathom at high Water at that Dif-
tance, but clear Ground; along which Beech are Sand-
hills, about fifty Yards from the Top of high Water :
On the Point of Chatiliallon are two Guns on Barbett,
which can no ways annoy the landing of the Troops
in the Bays of either Side'of it; and off which Point
runs a Riff of Rocks weft two Miles, which are dry
at low Water ; and round the faid Point, about half
a Mile to the Eaftward, there is a {mall fandy Bay,
néar half a Mile long; and the Land over the faid
Bay rifes with an eafy Afcent, about a Quarter of a
Mile, to a Church or Convent, with a few Houfes
near it. From the fandy Bay, along to a {quare Fort
on the fouth Patt of the Bay, lies a long flat Mud,
which is dry near two Miles at low Water.

It is our general Opinion, the Tranfports Ganriot
come. nearer to either of the forefaid Bays (in order to
land Troops) than a Mile and a half, as we found
three Fathoms only at that Diftance at high Water.

The fquare Fort on the fouth Side of the Bay, we
could only fee two Sides.of: The Face to the North-
-weft had nine Embrazures, -and that to the North-eaft
enly two.

Given under our Hands on board his Majetty’s
Ship Ramilies in Bafque-Road, this 24 Sept. 1757.

Tuo. Brobprick,
JamEes DoucLas,
PeT. DENIs,
MartT. BuckLE;

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

G 4 Numb.
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Numb. XXXIIL.  Copy of @ Council of War keld, on
board the Neptune, Sept. 25th, 1757, inclofed in
Sir Edward Hawke’s Lelter to' Mr. Secretary Pitt of
the 30th Septemb. 1757 5 the fame as the Original
delivered by Sir John Mordaunt, Joon after bis Ar-
rival, to Mr. Secretary Pitt.

At a Council of War beld on. board his Majefly’s Ship Neptune,
at Anchor off the Ifle of Aix, Sept.25, 1757.

P R ESENT,

Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Admiral and
Commander in Chief of his” Majefty’s Ships em-
ployed in the préfent Expedition. - ‘

Sir Fobn Mordaunt, Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant-
General of his Majefty’s Forces, and General and
Commander in Chief of the Troops on the prefent
Expedition. _ o

Charles Knowles, Efq; Vice-Admiral of the Red. -

TheRight Hon. Major-General Henry Seymotiy Conway.

Thomas Brodrick, Elg; Rear-Admiral of the White..

Hon. Major-General Edward Cornwallis.

Captain George Bridges Rodney. ’

. Colonel George Howard. -

r§S HE Fortifications and Ifland of ix, belonging
to the French King, having furrendered to his
Majefty’s Arms, the Council proceeded to take into
Confideration the farther Steps -proper to be taken,
in Execution of his Majefty’s fecret Inftructions to
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Fobn Mordaunt; Comi-
manders in Chief of his Majefty’s Forces on the pre-
fent Expedition ; and the firft Objet being to deter-
mine, whether a proper Place could be found for land-
ing the Troops, Sir Edward Hawke produced a Re-
port by Rear-Admiral Brodrick, and the Captains
Douglas, Denis, and Buckle, whom he had fent to
found and reconnoitre the Coaft, from La Rockelle to
th; Point of Fouras, near the Embouchure of the
River Charente, which Report is hereunto annexed.

The
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The Council having taken the faid Report into
Confideration, and examined thé Pilots, . it appears
that there are but two: Landing-places ; and that the
T'roops could not be reimbarked from either of them
in bad Weather, the Swell of the Sea making fo great
a Surf on the Shore, that no Boats would be able to
approach it to take the Troops off; (the ableft Pilot
having informed the Council, that he had been at
Anchor feven Weeks in this Road, and not a Boat
been able to pafs or repafs.) And it likewife appears
to the Council, that in cafe the Troops thould be
overpowered by fuperior Numbers of the Knemy, they
could have no Proteftion from the Cannon of the
Fleet, the fhoal Water preventing their coming within
Gun-fhot.

‘The Probability of Succefs in the Attempt againft
Rockefort, in cafe the Landing was effetted; being
then taken into Canfideration, Lieutenant-Colonel
Clarke, chief Engineer, was called in; and -being
atked his Opinion, declared, That when he faw the
Place in the Year 1754, he thought no Place was
more capable of being taken by Affault; what Alee-
ration may.have been made in the Place fince, he has,
not fufficient Information to judge: That he does not
imagine any regular Attack was intended againft that
or any other Place, the fmall Quantity of Artillery
we have not béing fent on that Plan. Being afked,
if the Ditch were flowed with Water, whether he
thould then think it practicable to take the Place by
Efcalade, faid, -he thought not; but that when he
faw the Ditch, it did not appear to him capable of
being -flowed.

Mon{. de Bonneville, Volunteer, being afked what
he knew of -Rochefort; faid, that he was there about
nine Years ago; that the Ramparts were of Earth,
and that there are Sluices there, by which they can
flow the Ditch, and that it was full of Water all round
when he was there,

The Pilot of* the Neptune being called in, faid, that
he-had been very frequently at Rochefort; that he

com -~
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commanded a {mall Veflel there many Years; that
they have Sluices near the Hofpital, by which they
can fill the Ditch with Water; that they raife them
fometimes to cleanfe the Ditch, and that he has feen
Water in it quite round the Town. ‘

The Informations of fome French Prifoners were
then produced, confirming the fame; as alfo, that
they had been working on the Fortifications there for
fome time paft.

The Intelligence received from feveral neutral Vef-
fels, fpoke with on the Paflage, was alfo produced,
declaring, that the French had been for fome time in
Expeltation of a Defcent from the Englifb in thofe
Parts: All which being taken into-Confideration, to-
gether with the long Detention of the Troops in the
10¢ of Wight, and our meeting with contrary Winds,
Fogs, and Calms, upon our Paflage ;. the feveral In-
formations received of Troops affembled in the Neigh-
bourhood, and the great Improbability of finding the
Place unprovided, or of furprifing it, or confequently
fucceeding in an Enterprize founded on the Plan of
an Affault or Efcalade merely, and the Uncertainty
of a fecure Retreat for the Troops, if landed; the
Council are unanimoufly of Opinion, that fuch an
-Attempt is neither advifable nor praéticable.

Epwarp Hawke,

J. MorpAUNT,
Cuarres KnowLks,
H. Seymour Conway,
TuoMas BRoDRICK,
Epwarp CorNwALLIS,
G. B. Roprey,

G. Howarnp.

A true Copy. Robert Woed,

Numb,
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Numb. XXXIV. Copy of a Council of 1¥ar beld on

' board the Ramilies, Sept. 28th, 1757, inclofed in
Sir Edward Hawke’s Letter to Myr. Secretary Pitt,
of the 30th Sept. 17575 the fame as the Original
delivered by Sir John Mordaunt, foon after bis Ar-
rival, to Mr. Secretary Pitt,. '

At a Council of War beld on board his Majefly's Ship Ramilics,
in Bafque-Road, #his 28th Sept. 1757.

P-R ES EN T,

Sir Edward Howke, Knight of the Bath, Admiral and
Commander in Chiet of his Majefty’s Ships ém-
ployed on the prefent Expedition.

Sir Fobn Mordaunt, Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant-
General of his Majefty’s Forces, and Commander
in Chief of the Troops employed on the prefent
Expedition. n

Charles Knowles, Efq; Vice-Admiral of the Red.

The Right Hon. Major-Gerieral Henry Seyniour Conway.

Thomas Brodrick, Elq; Rear-Admiral of the White.

Hon. Major-General Edward Cornwallis,

Captain George Bridges Rodney.

Colonel George Howard.

HE Council of War being affembled, at the
T Defire of Sir Fobn Merdaunt, proceeded to take
under Confideration, whether it is advifable to land
the Troops, to attack the Forts leading to and upon
the Mouth of the River Charentes and after mature
Deliberation are unanimoufly of Opinion, that it is
advifable to land the Troops for that Purpofe, with
all pofiible Difpatch. o

Ep. Hawke,’
J. MorpaunT,
Cua. KNowLEs,
H. Ssvymour Conwav,
‘T'mo. BrRoprICK,
Ep. CorrnwaLiLris,
A true Copy. Robert Wood.  GEeo. Brinces RoonEy,.
G. Howarnp.

‘ Numb‘.
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.XXXV. Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral
N%TBdriék to Sir Ifgl’wj:rd Hawke, dated'Ac.hxlles,
Tuefday at One in the Mormng, inclofed in Sir E.d-
ward Hawke’s Letter to M. Sesretary Ditts of the
goth of September, 1757.

Str, S
Have prepared all the Boats, with proper Officers,
to land the Troops, agrees': to your Order ;

but am to acquaint you, that the ,senerals are come
to 2 Refolution not to land To-night, and to wait il
Day light, when they can have a full View of the
Ground where they are to land. Iam, .
Twuo. Broprick.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XXXVI. Cspy of a Letter from Sir John
Mordaunt 7o Sir Edward Hawke, dated Ramilies,
Thurfday Evening, September 29, 1757, inclofed
in Sir Edward Hawke’s Lester to Mr..Secretary Pitt,
of the 30th of September, 1757.

Sig, )

¥ VT PON Receipt of your Letter, I talked it over

with the other Land-Officers who were of our

Councils of War, and we all agree in returning di-

re@ly to England. Iam, Sir, &e.

_ , J. MorpaunT.
A true Copy. Robert Waod.

Numb. XXXVII. Copy of a Letter from Sir John
Mordaunt zo Mpr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies,
Rade de Bafque, Sept. 30, 1757.

S1r, \
LA S T Thur{day I had the Honour of your’s of
y the 15th Inftant, and am pleafed with thinking,
that, before the Receipt of ir, we had judged right
in refolving to attack 7Jfle de Aix, though it could
~pot poffibly be done without breaking, in fome mea:
{ure,
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fure, info his Majefty’s Orders, in regard to the Time
of our returning to England, \

We took *[fle de Aix on'the 23d 3 and as Sir Ed-
ward Haw: will fend a particular Account of the
Affair, I th-Il trouble you with very few Words on
that Head.

When Vice-Adisiw ' Knowles was fent with his Di-
vifion to attack the Fo.:, I fent Major-General Con-
away with ti.e Buffs, Beownsior's, and the King’s Regi-
ments, to be r.uly to land, whenever the Admiral
thought it might be of any Ufe. ‘

The Fort did' not hold out above half an Hour
after Capt. Howe had given his firft Broadfide, which
he did not do till he was within fifty Yards of it.

I am quite unhappy that the great national Object,
the taking of Rockefort, was not at this Period prac-
ticable ; and whar adds to my Unhappinéfs is, that
the King fo ftrongly ordered it. But when his Ma-
jefty reads the particular Events and Circumftances,
which are ftrictly ftated in the Council of War, I
flatter myfelf he will not be diffatisfied with our Pro-
ceedings.

Whilft the Fortifications of the Fort on the [fe
4’ dix were blowing up, we thought it right to make
fome Attempt, and agreed on Landing and Attack-
ing the Forts leading to and upon the River Cha-
rente.  Orders wete accordingly given on the 28th,
for our landing the fame Night with the whole Army.
At One in the Morning, Rear-Admiral Broderick,
with moft of the Captains, and all the Sea-Officers
of every Kind, with all the Boats that could be got,
were ready to affift, and mouc of the Troops for the
firft Embarkation were on board ; unfortunately,
fuch a high Wind {prung up from the Shore, that
all the Sea-Officers gave their Opinion that the Land-
ing fhould not be attempted : That the Boats muft
'beé towed fo very flowly; the Tranfport Boats, by
Reports to me, could not fome of them make any
Way at all; That it would be Day-light before the
firlt Embarkation could poffibly be landed ; and all

agreed
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agreed it would be fix Hours before that Body of
Troops could be fupported by the Landing of a fe-
cond Embarkation: Add to this, that the Ships
could not come near enough to help to cover the
Landing, and the Garrifon of Rochelle was within two
Leagues.

Under thefe Circumftances, and the firong Repre-
fentation of the Sea-Officers, the General Officers
unanimoufly agreed to fend the Troops back again to
their Tranfports. :

The Wind being fair, and the Works near blown
up, I had next Morning a Note from Sir Edward
Hawke, letting me know, that if the General Officers
had no further military Operations to propofe, con-
fiderable enough to authorife his detaining the Squa-
dron longer here, he intended to proceed with it to
England, without Lofs of Time. I communicated
this Note to the Land-Officers that compofed our
Councils of War; and, upon weighing every Cir-
cumftance, we all agreed to return to Ezngland. '

I greatly grieve that I muft report to his Majefty,
that fo fine a Body of Troops has done nothing. But
Iam not confcious that any commanding Officer
(however more able than myfelf) could have done
more under our Circumftances, I am, &,

J. Morpavunr.

¢ Y

A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb,
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MinuTrs of a Council of War affembled on
board his Majefty’s Ship Ramzlies, in Bafque
Road, this 28th of Sepr. 1757,

. Numb. XXXVIII. Copy of Minutes of a Council of War
beld on board the Ramilies, Sept. 28, 1457, and

delivered by. Sir John Mordaunt,
rival, to Mr. Secretary Pitt.

Joon after bis Ar=

PRESENT,
Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Prefident.

Sir Jobn Mordaunt,Knight
_of the Bath, &¢c.
Right Hon. Henry Seymour
Conway, Major-General
Hon. Edward Cornwallis,
Major-General

Charles Knowles, Efq;Vice
Admiral of the Red
Thomas Brodrick, Yiqs
Rear-Admiral of the
White ‘

Capt. Geo. Bridges Rodney.

Col. George Howard

r HE Council, in order to ‘determiné: whether
T the Forts, leading to and upon the Mouth of
the River Charente, ‘were open and capable of being
attacked by Land, proceeded to examine,

1. Lieutenant-Colonel #%ife, who declares, that
with regard to Fort Fouras, it is his Opinion that ic
is not a ftrong Place, feeming to be principally for-,
tified towards the ‘Sea, yet he faw People at Work on
the Land Side: That if our Troops.could come at
the Barbette Battery by it, it might be of great Ufe
in taking the Fort, provided there was proper Am-
munition for that Purpofe. He further gives it as
his Opinion, that Fort Fouras cannot be taken but by
Artillery or Efcalade.

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Czlarke, who fays he could
make no kind of Judgment of Fort Fouras on the
Land Side by the Help of a Telefcope, the only Me-
thod he has ever heard of obferving it.

3. A French Prifoner, who fays, Fort Fouras is a

circular Fort ; upon the Back of it, towards the Land,
' there
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there was no Ditch, when he faw it three Years ago
“That it had twenty-four Pieces of Cannon, mounted
towards the Sea, and Embrazures for Guns towar_ds
the Land : That Fort /z Pointe is like Feuras, cir=
cular, and has twenty-two Pieces of Cannon ; on the
Eaft Side, towards the Land, it has a Wall like that
of Fouras: That the Landing in the Bay of Chate-
laillon is the beft Landing ot any Place here; and
that when landed, and you get upon the Rochefort
Road, it is a fine open Country : ¢ That on Friday
s¢' Morning of the 23d Inftant, he was in Fort Fox-
¢ rgs; that there was but twenty-two or twenty-four
« Guns in it, and not above fifty Men of all Kinds :
¢« That there are much about the fame Number of
<« Guns in Fort lz Pointe, and that both Forts are
< inclofed by 2 Wall, in much the fame manner to-
¢ wards the Land.”

The Council having maturely confidered the Evi-
dence, Sit Fobn Mordaunt declared he was of Opinion,
that fomething further fhould be attempted, and that
he would give his Orders accordingly that Moment,
it any, meaning the General Officers of the Troops,
would fay it was advifeable.—Vice- Admiral Knowles
declared he had received great Light from the Perfons
examined, and therefore thought fomerhing ought to
be attempted. ’

Major-General Conway declared for the Attempt,
merely from his own Opinion, without Regard to
the Evidences. '

Sir Edward Hawke, appealing to every Member of
the Council for the Truth of what he faid, declared,
that he was now of the fame Opinion, which he had
given both before and at the Council of War of the
2 5th, that the Landing could be effe¢ted : That the
Troops ought to be landed for fome farther Attempt,
which was alone Matter of Confideration with the
General Officers of the Troops, he, not taking upon
him to be a Judge of Land Operations, butwould,
from his Confideace in their Abilities and Skill in
their own Profeffion, readily affent to any Refolution

' they
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they thould come to, and affift them to the utmoft of
his Power. This being fettled, after fome Debate,
Sir Foby Mordaunt, Vice-Admiral Knowles,. Reat-
Admiral Bradrick, and Captain Rodney, withdrew.
The Council of War being re-affembled, and the
Queftion pur, \

Whether it is advifeable to land the Troops, to
attack the Forts leading to and upon the Mouth
of the River Charente ? b

YES. ‘N O.
Col. George Howard, Hon. Major-General E4.
Capt. Ges. Bridges Rodney, |  ward Cornwallis ; but
Rear-Admiral Brodrick, |- afterwards acquiefced

Right Hon. Hen. Seymour | with the Majority.
Conway,

Vice- Admiral Knowles,

Sir Fobn Mordaunt,

Sir Edward Hawke,

Numb. XXXIX. Copy of a Letter from Sir John
- Mordaunt zo Mr: Secretary. Pitt, dated Ramilies,

Oct. 4, 1757.

SiRr,

Have the Honour to inform you, that we are now

got into the Channel; and, as it is doubtful how
long we may be before we reach Portfmouth, as the
Wind now ftands, I think it my Duty to trouble you
with this Exprefs.

" I muft beg the Favour to know his Majefty’s Orders
in Regard to the Deftination and Quartering of the
Troops. I muft alfo defire Orders, whether I am
to ftay at Portfmouth till the Troops have all marched
out of that Town, or, whether upon Landing, I am
immediately to come to London, and make my Re-
port to his Majefty, and leave the Difembarking and
Marching of the Regiments to the two Major-Ge-

nerals,
H As
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As the Refolution to fail for England, and the Dif-
atch of the Exprefs to you, were of the fame Loay,
T flater myfelf you will make Allowances for the
Hurry I was in, and excufe the Inaccuracies 10 the
Letter I had the Honour to fend to you, datf‘d_jthe
goth of September 3 in looking over the Copy of it, ‘I
iee I have not ftated; in a clear Light, the Articie
zelating to the Gentlemen of ‘the Sea Service ; and I
think it my Duty to explain, ‘that alter our ts@_kmg
over the Affair together, it was the General Officers
faying it would be neceflary tc land before Day, that
occafioned the Gentlemen of the Sea Service to advife
againft the attempting it that Morning, .
I cannot help repeating my Concern that the Af-
fair of Rochefort did not fucceed, and I fhall be doubly
unhappy, if, upon reading the Council of War, you
do not think we acted right. 'I am, &e. -
J. MorpaAUNT.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XL. Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mor-

daunt zo M. Secretary Pitt, dated Portimouth, O&.

6, 1757.

SiRr,
I Think it my Duty to inform you, by my Aid de

Camp, that the Fleet came to an Anchor this Even-
ing at St. Helen’s, and that moft of the Tranfports are
-already got to Spithead.

As it wlil be of the greateft Advantage to the
Troops to difembark foon; and as I am doubtful
whether or not the Letter I had the Honour to fend
you, by a Ship ordered to Plymouth, to be forwarded
by Exprefs, can have fo foon come to your Hands;
I think it my Duty to fend you a Duplicate of it.

I muft keep the Troops on board, till I receive
his Majefty’s further Commands ; and am, &e.

J. Morpaunm
A true Copy. Robert Wood,

Numb,
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Numb. XLI. Copy of a Letter from M.

Pite 20 Sir Edward Hawke, daz{d 06{‘{; , ;96’76;';{47'}
Sir,
Y Efterday Morning I received the Favour of your
Letter of the 3oth paft, which was immediately
laid before the King ; and having this Day had an Ac-
count from Sir Fobn Mordaunt, that the Troops are
arrived at Portfmouth, 1 am commanded t6 fignify to
you his Majefty’s Pleafure, that you do- give imme-
diate Orders for Difembarking at Soutbampton the five
following Battalions, viz. the Earl of Home’s, Lord
George Bentinck’s, firft Battalion of Lieutenant-General
Walfe's, firft Battalion of Colonel Kinglley's, and firft
Battalion of Colonel Howard's ; and that the five other
Battalions, viz. the Earl of Loudoun’s, Colonel 4m-
berft’s, Colonel Hodgfon’syColonel Bradenel’s, and the
firft Battalion of Major-General Cornwallis’s, be dif-
embarked at Portfmouth. With Regard to the two
Battalions of Lieutenant-General Stuar#’s and Earl of
Effingbam’s, which have ferved on board the Fleet, it
is the King’s Pleafure, that they be difembarked at
Portfmouth or Chatham, according as the Men of War
may be ordered to either of thofe Places. Iam, &,
. W. Pirr.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb, XLII. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt
to Sir John Mordaunt, dated O&. 7, 1757.
Sir, '
Efterday Morning I received the Favour of your
A Letter of the goth paft, and this Morning that
dated the 4th Inftant, in the Channel; and, at One
o’Clock this Afternoon, I was alfo favoured with one
of the 6th Inftant, by your Aid de Camp, from Por:/f-
mouth : All which were immediately laid before the
King: And I am to acquaint you, that his Majefty
is pleafed to permit you to return to London imme-
diately, in order to make a Report of your Proceed-
ings, leaving at Port/mouth one of the Major-Generals,
1o
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to fuperintend the Difembarkation of the Troops ; and
the King is pleafed to leave it to you to appoint, which
of the two' Major-Generals you fhall judge moft pro-
per for that Service ; the other being at Liberty to re-
turn to London with you. Iam, & W. Prrr.
P. $. I fend you inclofed a Copy of a Letter I have
wiote to Sir Edward Hawke, by which you will
fee the Orders his Majefty has thought proper to
give him for difembarking the Troops. You
will acquaint the Major-General, whom you
fhall leave to fuperintend the Difembarkation,
that he may return to London, as foon as that Ser-
vice fhall be completed.
A true Copy. Robert Wood.

Numb. XLIIL Copy of a Letier from Sir Edward
Hawke to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies a# Spit-
head, O&. 8, 1757, 1 P. M.

Sir, o

f Have the Honour of your Letter ‘of Yefterday’s
Date, fignifying his Majefty’s Orders for the Dif-

embarkation of the Troops. AsI have Permiffion
to come to London, I have direGted Vice-Admiral
Kuowles to put thefe Orders in Execution as foon as
the Weather will permit, it blowing very hard at pre-
fent. Iam, &c. Ep. Hawke.

A true Copy. Robert Wood,

Numb. XLIV. Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mor-
daunt to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portfmouth, ©&.
8, 1757. ’

Sir,
tiad this Morning the Honour of your Letter,
and, in confequence of it, fhall fet out for Londen

To-morrow Morning-early, and propofe myfelf the

Pleafure of paying my Refpeéts to you on Monday

Morning. I am, &, J. MorpaunT,

A true Copy. Robert Wood,

FINIS
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