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ticular Friends, who are of Opi-
nion, that they will an{wer feve-
ral good Ends, as they may not only dirett
the Forms requifite to be obferved ot the
moft important Occafions; but, what is
more to the Purpofe, by the Rules and
Inftruétions contained in tiaem, contri-
bute tomend the Heart, and #nprove the
Underftanding.

NATURE, PROPRIETY Of CHARACTER,
Pra:n Sense, and GENErAL Usk, have
been the chief .Objeds of the Author’s
Attention in the penning of thefc Letters
and as -he cvery-where aimed .to write
to the Fudgment, rather than to the
Immagination, hewould chufe, that they
fhould generally be found roove nféfr?
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PREFACE.

than dwertmg Tho’, where the Subjeits
require Strokes of Humour, and snnocent
Raillery, it will be feen, - perhaps, that
the Method he has taken, was the
Effe& of Choice, and not mercly of
Neceflity.

The Writer is no Friend to long Pre-
faces ; but it may be neceflary, however,
‘to fay, what he has #imed 4t in this Per-
formance ; and to leave his Merit in the
Execution of it, to proper Judges.

He has endeavour'd then, in general,
throughout the great Varicty of his Sub-
jedts, to inculcatc the Principles of Zirtue:
and Bemewvolence 5 to defcribe properly,
and recommend ffrongly, the SociaL and
ReLaTIvE DuTiEs; and to place them
_in fuch praétical Lights, that theLetters
may ferve for Rules to THINK and Acrt
by, as well asForms to WRITE after.

Particularly, he has endeavoured-to
point out the Duty of a Servant, not. a
Slave; the Duty of a Maffer, not a Ty-
rant 5 that of the Parent, notas.aPerfon
morofe and four, and hard to "be pleafed;
but mild, ‘indulgent, kind, and fuch an

one as would rather govern by Perfm_/z’m
than Force,

He



PREFACE.

He has endeavour'd'to dire@l the voun«
Man in the Choice of his Friends and
Companions 5 to excite him to Dili-
gence ;5 to difcourage A xtmvagmc e,
uorz‘{/ﬁmﬁ and /e of all 1inds.

He has aimed to fet forth, in a Variety
of Cafes, to both Sexes, the Inconvye-
nicncies attending znfiitablie Marriapes
to expofe the Folly of a lstigious U// it s
to confole the Un/arpys to comfort the
Moirrier - And many of thefe by Argu-
ments, tho' eqfy wnd familiar, ycu wew
and wgcerimon.

With regard to the Letters of Cours-
JEip, the Author has aimed to point out
fuch Methods of Addrefs, to a young
Man, as may ftand the Teft of the Parenrs
Fudgment, as well as the Danghter's
Opinion s and, at the fame time, that they
fhould not want the proper Warmth of
Expreflion,which Complaifance, and Paf-
fion for the beloved Objed, infpire, (and is
fo much expeéted in Addrefles of thisiJa-
ture) they fhould have their Foundation
laid in common Senfe, and a manly Sin-
cerity 5 and, in a Word, be fuch as a
prudent [Vomzm nced not bluth to reccive,
nor a difcreet Man be athamed to look

Az back



PREFACE.

back upon, when the doubt ful Courtflip is
changedi into the matrimontal Certainty.

With this View he has alfo attempted
to expolc the empty Flourifbes, and smco-
herent Rbapfodics, by which fballow
Heads, and defjgning Hearts, endeavonr
to exalt their Miftrefles into Goa’deﬁx in
hopes of having it in their Power to fink
them into the Characters of the moft Cre-
dufous and Foolifh of their Sex.

Orphans, and Ladies of independent
Fortunes, he has particularly endeavour'd
to guard againftthe infidious Arts of theix
ﬂdtz‘fmr ¢ and [felfifh Dependents, and the
clandeftine Addrefles of Fortune-hunters,
thofe Beafts of Prey, as they may well be
called, who f{pread their Snares for the
junocent and thoughtlefs Heart.

Thefe, among other no lefs material ,
Objets, have been the Author’s principal
Aim : How well he has fiicceeded, muaft,
as has been hinted, beleft to the Judg-
ment of the candid Reader.

THE
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Familiar LETTERS

On the moft

ImprorTANT OCCASIONS
' IN

COMMON LIFE

LETTERL
To a Father, againft putting a Youth of bus
moderate Parts to a Profeflion that requires

more extenfive Abilities.

Dear Sir,

TR OU pay me a Compliment, tho’ a
FDHVLEAL| very obliging one, when in the laft
PN Letter you favoured me with, you

il defire my Advice, with refpect to
) the Difpofitionof your Son /#i/liam ;

= whom you are inclin’d to bring up
to the Bar. If, in complying with your Requeft,
I thould fay any thing you may not intirely
approve, vou will not )have fo much r00{111 to
blame




2 Familiar LETTERS on the

blame me, as your own wrong Choice of a
Counfellor. )

I need not now tell you, I have a good Opi-
nion of /#//; and think him a modeft; grave,
fober, Youth: But, for this very Reafon, I
hardly think him qualified for the Profeffion you
would chufe for him ; for, I doubt, he has neither
Tualents for the Law, nor ever will have the
Prefence of Mind neceflary to make a Figure at
the Bar, In any finooth, eafy Bufinefs, he will
probably fucceed, and be a ufeful Member of the
Commonwealth.  And as he is not your eldeft
Son, I thould, were it to me, put him to a
Merchant ; or, aswe livein an Ifland, and Trade
and Navigation are both our Riches and our Glory,
I fhould not even {cruple to put a fecond Son to a
creditable wholefale Dealcr, rather than fail 5 1f he
himfelf is not averfe to fuch a Calling. For I
know not (you’ll excufe me, I’'m fure) whether
Bills Genius is equal to that of an univerfal
Merchant : For, the various Springs of Com-
merce, the Seafons for chufing proper Commo-
dities, and numberlefs Incidents that make a
neceflary Return of Gain precarious, are full Im-
ployment for the ftrongeft Judgment ; as a Man,
by one ill-chofun Venture, often lofes more than
he zains by feveral fuccefstul ones.

Eut this Opinion of /771, fhould you think it
juft, will be no Quftacle to his fucceeding in the
World in fome credizable eafy Bufines. Tho’ I
think him unequal to the Part you feem inclinable
‘to allot him ; yet heis no Fool : And Experience
teaches us, that, in fome forts of Bufinefs, ample
Addvantage, may be made by very moderate Ta-
fents, with much Reputation. Thefe are princi-
pally fuch “mployments as merely confift in Buy-
ing with Prudence, and in Selling at a Market-

profit :



moft Important Occafions. 3

pro‘ﬁt Hence we fce fcveral Wholefale Dealers
gain large Fortunes with Eafe and Credit, and
without : any other Sccret than the plain Practice
of Buying at the beft Hand, piying for their
Goods punctually, and vendmg them  always for
what they are. In Dealings of this mmd the
Fatigues are few, and clear well- kept Books
are fufficient to fhew, at any time, a Man’s Lofs
or Gain ; for which, generally fpeaking, lefs than
One rorencon in a Week is fufficient :  And yet,

Lv a conftant Attention, in this caly manner, as
good a Charaer, and, very often, more Moncy
is to be gained than in Profefﬁons that require an
extraordinary Genius, a perpetual Attention, and
a clofe and intenfe Study ; which very feldom fuc-
ceeds neither : Yor fec you not of Hundreds of
Lawycrs, how very few of them make a Figure,
or get genteel Bread ! And how many, for want
of Courage to appear at the Bar (who yet have
good Parts and Knowledge in the Laws) are
forced to confine themfelves to Chamber-practice,
in which it is a long time before they grow noted
cnough to make a tolerable Livelihood.

As to what you hint, of placing him in the
Phyfick Tribe ; I like this no better than the other.
Confider only this one Thing, how long it is be-
fore he will be capable of entering into Bufinefs,
or Reputation, as a Phyfician, if he ever does it at
all : Forwho chufes to truft his Health to a raw and
unexperienced young Man? The Law requires o
fprightly Impudence, if I may fo fay, the Phyficl
i.inc a folemnrone, in the Perfon who would makea
Figure in either,  And do you think, tho’ 7£illis
grave enough of Confcience, that he ever can come
up o that important Deportment, that unbluthing
Faorade, which is the very Eflence of an Ewel)ib
Phyfician?  So he may, in either of the Pic-

B 2 felion
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fefions, live over all his Days, and be quite un-
known ; for, as Praétice in both Faculties is the
beft Teacher, and Theory a moft uncertain Guide,
he may live to be Forty or Fifty Years of Age,
and not come into any Bufinefs that fhall improve
himfelf, or benefit his Confulters.

Whereas in the Way I propofe, no fooner is he
come of Age, and fit to be trufted with the
Management of any Affairs at all, but his Seven
Years will be expired ; and if he has not been
wanting to himfclf in it (and if he be, he would
have been much more fo in an abftrufer Bufinefs)
he will be enabled, with the Fortune you can
beftow upon him, to enter upon the Stage of the
World with great Advantage, and become diretly,
a neceflary and an ufeful Member of the Commu-
nity. And, my gocd Friend, when you and I
recolle€t, that moft of the noble Families in the
Kingdom, as well as the genteel ones, had the
Foundations of their Grandeur laid in Trade, I
expelt not, in fuch a Country as ours efpecially,
that any Objection to my Advice will be form’d,
either by you or your good Lady, on this Score,
if you have not more fignificant Reafons proceed-
ing from the Boy’s Turn of Mind and Inclination ;
which, I think, fhould always be confulted on
thefe Occafions, For, tho” I hope it never will
be fe,in your Cafe, yet nothing has been more
common, than that of Two Sons, the Eldeft
brought up to the Eftate, the other to Trade, in
the Revolution of T'wenty or Thirty Yecars, the
latter, thro’ the Extravagance of the former, has
made himfelf E/deft, as I may fay ; for, by faving
while the other has been fpending, he has found
Means to keep the Eftate in the Family, tho® it
has been transferr’d upon the younge/?, and, as it
has then proved, the worthie/t Branch,

This,
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This, I think, deferves your Confideration ;
and by viewing 7#7// in the fame Light I do; that
of a well-inclined Lad, of modcrate Paffions,
great natural Modefty, and no foarinz Genius 5 I
believe you will think it beft to difpofe of him in
fuch manner as ntay require no greater Talents
than he is poflclled of, and may, in due Time, make
him appear in the Face of the World fully quali-
fied for what he undertakes. Iam, Sir,

Your very humble Servant.

LETTER IL

From an UncLE to a Nerpuew, on bis keep-
ing bad Company, bad Hours, &c. in bis
Apprentice/bip.

Dear Nephew,

I A M very much concerned to hear that you are
of late fallen into bad Company ; that you
keep bad Hours, and give great Uneafinefs to your
Mafter, and break the Rules of his Family : Thas
when he expoftulates with you on this Occafion,
you return pert and bold An{wers ; and, inftead of
promifing or endeavouring §o amend, repeat the
QOffence; and have enter’d into Clubs and Sccietics
of young Fellows, who fet at naught 2Il good
Example, and make fuch Perfons who would do
their Duty, the Subjeét of their Ridicule, as Per-
fons of narréw Minds, and who want the Courage
to do as they do.
Let me, on this Occafion, expoftulate with
you, and fet before you the Evil of the Way you
are 1a,

B 3 In
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In the firlt Place: What can you mean by
breaking the Rules of a Family you had bound your
felf by Contra& to obferve 7 Do you think it is
honeft, to break thro’ Engagements into which
%fou have fo folemnly entered 5 and which are no
efs the Rules of the Corporation you are to be
one Day free of, than thofe-of a private Family?
Seven Years, {everal of whichare clapfed, are
not {o long a Term, but that you may fee it
determined before you are over-fit to betrufted with
vour own Conduét : Twenty-one or Twenty-two
Years of Age, is full early for a young Man to be
his own Maiter, whatever you may think ; and you
may furely ftay till then, at leaft, to chufe your
own Hours, and your own Company ; and, 1 fear,
as you go on, if you do not mend your Ways,
your Difcretion will not #hen do Credit to your
Choice. Remember, you have ne Time you can
cuil your own, during the Continuance of your
Contra& ; and muft you abufe your Mafter in a
double Senfe ; rcb him of his Time, efpecially if
any of it be Hours of Bufinefs ; rob him of his
Reft ; break the Peace of his Family, and give a
bad Example to others? And all for what? Why
to riot in the Company of a Set of Perfons, who
contemn, as they teach you to do, all Order
and Difcipline ; who, inall Likelihood, will lead
you into into Gaming, Drinking, Swearing, and
even more dangerous Vices, to the unhinging of
your Mind from your Bufinefs, which muft be
your future Support.

Confider, I exhort you, in time, to what thefe
Courfes may lead you. Confider the Afliction
you will give to all your Friends, by vour Cen-
tinuance in them. Lay together the Subftance of
the Converfation that pafles in a whole Evening,
with your frathy Companions, after vou are come

from
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from them, and refle@® what folid Truth, what
ufcful Leflon, worthy of being inculcated in your
future Life, that whole Evening Las afforded you ;
and confider, whether it is worth breking t]h
all Rule and Or( er for ?———hether your pre=
fent Condué s fuch as you would ailow na Ser-
vant of your own ! Whether you are fo capable
to purfue vour Bufinefs with that Axdor and De-
light next Morning, as if vou had not drank, or
kcpt bad Hours over Night? If not, whether
your Mafter has not a double Lofs .md Damage
from your mif-fpent Evenings ? Whether thetkag
of fmall Liberties, as you may think them, lcads
you not on to greater ; for, let me tell you, you
will not find it in your Power to ftop when you
will 1 And then, whether any Reftruint at all
will not in time be irkfome to you?

I have gone thro’ the like Servitude with Plea-
fure and Credit. I-found myfelf my own Mafter
full foon for my Dikretion : What you think
of your felf I know net ; but I wifh you may do as
well for your own Interc?, and Reputation too, zs
I bave done for mine: And I'll aflure you, I
fhould not have thought it either creditable or
honcfl to do as you do. 1 could have ftood the
Laugh of an Hundred fuch vain Compantons as
you chufe, for being too narrow-minded to break
thro’ all moral Obligations to my Mafter, in order
to fthew the Plaverv of a bad Heurt, and what an
abandon’d Mind dared to perpetrate, A L.l Be-
ginning fellom malkes a good Ending, and if you
was affurcd that you could ftop when you came for
vour felf, wh1c1 Is very improbable, how swill you
anfwer it to Fe juity and gpod -Confcience, thir
vou will not do o’ for you M:tfich There is,
let me tell you, moretrue Brdver}\ of Mind in f)x-
bearing to do an Injury, than in giviag Otfince.

4 You
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You are now at an Age, when you fhould
ftudy to improve not divert your Faculties. You
thould now lay in a2 Fund of Knowledge, that in
time, when ripened by Experience, may make
you a worthy Member of the Commonwealth.
Do you think you have nothing to learn, either
as to yovr Bufinefs, or as to the forming of your
Mind ? Would it not be much better to chufe the
filent, the fober ConVerfation of Books, than of
fuch Companions as never read or think? An
Author never commits any but his beft Thoughts
to Paper; but what can you expeét from the
laughing noify Company you keep, but frothy
Prate, indigefted Notions, and Thoughts fo unwor-
thy of being remember’d, that it 1s the greateft
Kindnefs to forget them.

Let me intreat you then, my dear Kinfman,
for your Family’s fake, for your own fake, before
it be toolate, toreflect as youought upon the Courfe
you are enter’d into. By applying yourfelf to Books,
wnftead of fuch vain Company, you will be quali-
fied in time for the beft of Company, and to be
refpected by all Ranks of Men. This will keep
you out of unneceflary Expences, will employ all
your leifure Time, will exclude a world of
‘Temptations, and open and inlarge your Notions
of Men and Things, and, finally, fet you above
that wretched Company which now you feem fo
much delighted with. And one Thing let me
recommend to you, That you keep a Lift of the
young Men of your Standing within the Com-
pafs of your Knowledge, and for the next Seven
Years obferve what Fate will attend them : See,
if thofe who follow zot the Courfe you are fo
lately enter’d into, will not appear in a very dif-
ferent Light from thofe who de; and frem the
Induftry and Profperity of the one, and the

Decay
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Decay or Failure of the other, (if their vain Ways
do not blaft them before, or as foon as they begin
the World) you’ll find abundant Reafon every
Day to juftify the Truth of the Obfervations I
have thrown together. As nothing but my Af-
fection for you could poffibly influence me to thefe
Expoftulations, I hope for a proper Effe&t from
them, if you would be thought well of by, or ex=
pect any Favour from,
Your loving Uncle.

Your Mafter will, at my Requeft, fend me
word of the Succefs of my Remonftrances.

LETTER IIL

A Widow-Mother’s Letter, in Anfwer to ber
Son’s complaining of Hardfbips in his Ap-
prenticefbip.

Dear Billy,
I AM very forry to hear of the Differcnce between

your Mafter and you. I was always afraid yeu
would expeé the fame Indulgences you had met
with at home ; and as you know, thatin many
Inftances, I have endeavoured to make any {cem-
ing Hardfhip as eafy to you as I could, if this
c.ufes you to be harder to be fatisficd, it would be
a great Trouble to me. Your Uncle tells me, I
am afraid with too much Truth, that the Indul-
gunces you have received from me, haveade your
prefent Station more difagreeable than it would
otherwife have been, What I have always done
for you was intended for your Good, and nothing

could fo deeply afiiét me as to fee my ‘Tendernefs
B have
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have a contrary Effe& : Therefore, dear Child, to
my conftant Care for your Welfare, do not add
the Sorrow of feeing it the Caufe of your behaving
worfe than if it had not been-beftow’d upon vou ;
for as, before we put you to your Mafter, we had
an extraordinary Charalter of him, from all his
Neighbours, and thofe who dealt with him; and as
Mz, Fofeph, who is now out of his Time, gives
-oim the beft of Charalters, and declares your
Miftrefs to be a Woman of great Prudence and
good Conduét; I know not how to think they
would ufe you ill in any refpeét. But con-
fider, my Dear, you muft not, in any Woman
befide myfelf, expe& to find a fond, and perhaps
partial Mother ; for, the little Failings which
I could not fee in you, will appear very plin to
other Perfons. My Love for you would make me
wifh you always with me; but as that is what
your future Welfare will no way permit; and as
you muft certainly be a Gainer by the Situation
you are now in, let a Defire to promote my
Happinefs, as well as your own, make every
feeming Difficulty light 5 which, I hope, will
appear much lighter for being what I intreat you
to difpenfe with; who am,

Your ever loving Mother.

I have defir’d your Uncle to interpofe in this
Matter, and he writes to you on this Occa-
fion ; _and has promifed to fee Juftice done

you, in cafe your Complaints be reafon-
able.

LET-
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LETTER IV.

An Uncle’s Letter to the Youth, on the fame
Occafion,
Coufin William,

I AM forry you fhould have any Mifunderftand-

ing with your Mafter : I have a good Opinion
of him, and am unwilling to entertain a bad one
of you. Itisfo much a Mafter’s Intereft to ufe
his Apprentices well, that I am inclinable to think
that when they are b"'u'w treated, it is oftener the
Effeét of Provocation than Choice, VWh erefme,
before I give myfelf the Trouble of interpefing in
your Behalf, T defire 5 v will ftrictly inquire Of\OLI’—
{elf, whcther you have not, by forne Mifcondaét or
other, provoked that Alteration in your Mafter’s Be-
haviour of which you fo much complain. I, after
having diligently complied with this Requeﬁ, you:
aflfure me that you are not fenfible of Laving given
Caufe of Difguft en vour bide, Twill rea dlly ufe my
belt Endeavours to reconcile you to your Mafter, or
procure vou another, Butif you find yourfelf blame-
ble, 1t will be better for you to remove, by your own
Amerdment, the Occifion of your Mafter’s Dif-
pleafure, than to have me, or any other Friend, offer
to plead vour Excufe, where you know it would
be un_puﬁ to defend vou. If this fthould be your-
Cufe, all your Friend. together could promife your
better BJLWIOLJ, indeed ; but as the Performance
muft cven then be vour own, it will add much
more to your Charalter to pafs thro” your whole
Term without any Interpofition between you.
Weigh well what [ have here faid; and remcmber,
that vour future Welfare depends greatly on jour
pn,ic,nc Behaviour. Iam,

Your Loving Kin/suan,
Bo LT
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LETTER V.

An Apprentice to an Uncle, about a Fraud

committed by bis Fellow-Apprentice to their
Mafter.

Dear Uncle,

I A M under greater Uneafinefs than I am able to

exprefs : My Fellow-"prentice, for whom I had
a great Regard, and from whom I have received
many Civi%ties, has involved me in the deepeft
Afli&ion. I am unwilling to tell you, and yet 1
muft rot conceal it, that he has forfeited the
Confidence repofed in him by a Breach of Truft,
to which he ungeneroufly gain’d my Confent, by
a Pretence I did not in the leaft fufpe. What
muft I do? My Mafter is defrauded : If I difcover
the Injury, I'am fure to ruina young,Man I wou’d
fain think poflefled of fome Merit; if I conceal
the Injuftice, I muft at prefent thare the Guilt,
and hereafter be Partaker in the Punifhment, 1
am in the greateft Agony of Mind, and beg your
inftant Advice, as you value the Peace of

Your dutiful, the’ unfertunate Nephew.,

LETTER VL
The Uncle's dnfwer.

Dear Nephew,
YOUR Letter, which I juft now received,

gives me great Uneafinefs: And as any Delay
in the Difcovery may be attended with Confe-
sauences which will probably be dangerous to your-

felf, and difagreeable to all who belong to you ; I
charge
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charge you, if you value your own Happinefs, and
my Peace, to acquaint your Mafter inftantly with
the Injuftice that has been done him ; which is
the only Means of vindicating your own Innocence,
and prevent your being looked upon as an Accom-
plice ina Fa&, to which I with you may not be
found to have been too far confenting. As to the
unhappy young Man who has been guilty of fo
fatal an Indifcretion, I with, if the known Cle-
mency and Good-nature of your Mafter may par-
don this Offence, he may let his Forgivenefs teach
him the Ingratitude and Inhumanity of injuring a
Man, who 1s not only the proper Guardian of his
Youth, but whofe Goodnefs deferves the beft Be-
haviour, tho’ he be generous enough to excufe the
worft. Let not a Minute pafs after you receive this,
before you reveal the Matter to your Mafter: For,
I am in Hopes that your Application to me, and
sour following my Advice, will greatly pleadin your
Jéchalf. 1 willvery fpeedily call on your Mafter, and
am, as far as an honeft Regard for you can make
me,

Your Loving Uncle.

LETTER VIL
Advice from a Father to a young Beginner,
what Company to chufe, and how to bebave
in il
Dear Robin,

A S you are now entering into the World, and
will probably have confiderable Dealings in
your Bufinefs, the frequent Occafions you will
have for Advice from others, will make yox; de-

rous
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firous of fingling out among your moft intimate
Acquaintance, one or two, whom you would view
in the Light of Friends.

In the Choice of thefe, your utmoft Care and
Caution will be neceffarv: for, by a Miftake
here, you can fearcely conceive the fatal Effc(?cs
you may hereafter expeiience : Whercfore, it will
be proper for you to make a Judgment of thofe
who are fit to be your Advifers, by the Condu&t
they have obferved in their own Affairs, and the
Reputation they bear in the World, 1or he who
has by his own Indifcretions undone himfelf, is
much fitter to be fet up as @ Land-mark for a pru-
dent Mariner to thun his Ceurfes, than an Example
to follow.

Old Age is generally flow and heavy, Youth
headftrong and precipitate ; but there are cld Men
who are full of Vivacity, and young Men reple-
nifh’d with Difcretion ; which makes me rather
point out the Conduc? than the Age of the Perfons
with whom you thould chufe to aflociate; tho’
after all, jt is a never-failing good Sign to me of
Prudence and Virtue in 2 young Man, wlien his
Seniors chufe his Company, and he delights in
theirs.

Let your Endeavour therefore be, at all Adven-
turcs, to confort yourfelf with Men of Sobriety,
good Senfe and Virtue; for the Proverb is an un-
erring one, that fays, A4 Adan is kunown by the Com-
pany he kecps. If fuch Men you can fingle out,
while vcu improve by their Converfation, you will
beneh. by their Advice ; and be fure remember one
thing, that tho® you muft be frank and unreferved
in delivering your Sentiments, when Occafions
offer, yet that you be much readier to bear than
[pealk; for to this Purpofe it has been fignificantly
obferved, that Nature has given a Man rws Ears,

and
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and but ene Tongue. Lay in therefore by Obfer-
vation, and a modeft Silence, fuch a Store of Ideas,
that you may at their Time of Life, make no
worfe Figure than they do ; and endeavour to bene-
fit yourfelf rather by other Peoples Ilis than your
own. How muft thofe young Men expofe them-
felves to the Contempt and Ridicule of their Seniors,
who having feen little or nothing of the World,
are continually thutting out by open Adouths and
clofed Ears, all Poffibility of Inftrution, and
making vain the principal End of Converfation,
which is Improvement. A filent young Man
makes generally a wife old one, and never fails of
being refpected by the beft and moft prudent Men.
When therefore you come among Strangers, hear
cvery one fpeak before you deliver your cwn Sen-
timents ; by this means you will judge of the
Merit and Capacities of your Company, and avoid
expofing yourfelf, as I have known many do, by
thooting out hafty and inconfiderate Bolts, which
they would have been glad to recal, when perhaps
a filent Genius in Company hzs burft out upon
them with fuch Obfervations, as have ftruck Con-
fcioufnefs and Shame in the forward Speaxer, if he
has not been quite infenfible of inward Reproach.

1 have thrown together, as they occurr’d, a few
Thoughts, which may fuffice for the prefent to
fhew my Care and Concern for your Welfare. 1
hope you will conftantly from time to time, com-
municate to me whatever you fhall think worthy
of my Notice, or in which my Advice may be of
Ufe to you. ForI have no Pleafure in this Life
equal to that which the Happinefs of my Children
gives me. And of this you may be aflured; for
Tam, and ever muft be,

Your affe@Gionate Father.
LET-
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LETTER VIIL

General Rules for agreeable Converfation in &
young Man. From a Fatber to a Son.

Dear William,

A S 1 had not an Opportunity of faying fo much

to you as I wifhed when you were laft here;
I fend this to inform you of fome things in your
general Converfation, which I think would be
proper for you to obferve, and amend ; particularly
your exceffive ]tc/)(for Talking, which difcovers itfelf
alike on all Occafions. I havealways flatter’d my-
felf that you do not want Senfe, and am willing to
hope I have not been deceived : But the dangerous
Self-fufficiency of moft young Men, feemsviolently
to have feized you, which, I hope, a little Re-
fle&ion will remove.

The Art of rendering yourfelf agreeable in Con-
verfation is worth your ferious Study : *T'is an Ad-
vantage few can boaft, tho’ fought after by all;
and nothing is fo conftant an Enemy to Succefs in
thofe who would excel in this Art, as the harbour-
ing an Opinion of their own Proficiency, before
they have attained to any tolerable Degreec of
Knowledge in what they imagine themfelves pof-
fefled of. ~ Converfation, where it is rightly ma-
naged, muft be fo conduéted, asto let each Mem-
ber of the Company have a Share in the leﬁzr:
and Applaufe it affords : If you are Six in Wumber,
after you have told a Story, or made any Remark
which gives a general Satisfaction ; you muft con-
fider it the Right of another to call your Attention
in his Turn ; and, unlefs particularly requefted, it
betrays a great Weaknefs to follow yourfelf. No
doubt but you love to be admired: And have not

others
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others the fame Pafiion? You believe your Wit
more brilliant than theirs? Are you fure that they
arc not of the fame Opinion as to theirown ? Ifa
Man fpeaks little, you muft not from thence con-
clude him willing to give up every Claim to con-
verfible Merit : Perhaps he cannot fing : But to be
fure he is as defirous of having his peculiar Humour,
or his dry Foke applauded, as you are to be intreat-
ed another Song.  If he is no Mathematician, per-
haps he is verfed in religious Difputation ; if he
defpifes Plays, he may admire Hiftory; tho’ he
uuderftands not Geography, he may yet know how
to defcribe the Humours of ManIZind: And tho’
he pretends not to Politicks, he may have a Turn
for fome more ufeful Science. When thefe are
confidered, if his Modefty is great, you cannot ob-
lige him more than by throwing an Opportunity
in his way to difplay his Capacity on the Subject
he believes himfelf moft able to handle with Ad-
vantage : For, in order to fupport a thorough
good Humour, a Man muft be pleafed with him-
Jelf as well as with others. When this is pro-
perly taken Care of, Converfation feldom fails to
prove entertaining: And to the Negleét of this,
are owing many of the yawning Hours fpent in
Companies compofed of Men not incapable of be-
having agreeably.

The Manner of telling a Story, is alfo worth
your Notice: You have known the Pleafure of
l-zaring a long one well told: Mr. Troter has an
admirable Talent in this way : But then you muft
obferve, that half the Pleafurc he gives, arifes from
his happily avoiding any of the filly Digreffions,
which are the great Caufe of a Story’s feeming
tedious : You never hear him mingle his Relation
with, 1 remember very well it was the fame Day
that >Squire Trumbul's Son came of Age.-~~1 bought

my
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my bay Nag the very Day before, at fucha Fair,
being a Yriday that Year 3----or, [ can fearce think
of it without Laughing ;--- But, bowever, as I was
Jayinz :---And a hundred more fuch D ead-weights
to Attention. Nor does he ever praife a Story be-
fore he relates it ; a fatal Rock to many a good
Relation : For when any Story wants a preparatory
Recommendation, it ought not to be told ; and
even when the Relation is poffible, the Generality
of Auditors are apt to perfuade themfelves,

The Mountain lobours, and a Moufe is bern.

Thefe are loofe and general Hints ; but by a due
Iraprovement of them, you will find yourfelf very
fenlibly grow more and more agreeable where-ever
you converfe, An Eafe and becoming Freedom
you already have, and by the Addition of Difcre-
tion in your Ufe of them, and Complaifance to
others, you will probably fucceed in the Defire fo
predominant in you, of being admired by Men
of Senfe and Judgment, Which will be no fmall
Pleafure to

Your affectionate Father,

LETTER IX

An elder t0 a younger Brotber, who is in Leve
with a young Lady of great Gaicty, 8zc.

Dear Brother,
AM more concerned for your Welfure than
you imagine.  You are younger than myfelf
My Duty, in fome Degree, requires my Care for
veur Goeed, and particularly in a Point’ that may
be
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be fo material to your whole Life, as is tkat of
Love.

Beauty has as oreat a Force upon my Senfes, as
it can have upon yours, I am near Thirty Yeurs
of Age; you are not more than T'wenty. Your
Paflions are flrong ; mine, Brother, are far from
fubfiding : T admire, I love, with as much Force
of Nature as you can do. My Reafon ought to
be ftronger, and ’tis well if my Paffion is not fo
likewife. Mifs Rooke is amiable on many Ac-
counts; her Featuresare regular, her Wit fprightly,
her Deportment genteel 5 and Voice,— I had al-
moft faid, ravifiing. Her Drefs is eafy and un-
afteCted ; and her Manner of Converfation, has
a Frecdom that captivates more Hearts, than
yours: Yet, I greatly fear, with all thefe Endow-
ments, fhe will not make the Wife you ought to
wifh for. Her airy Flights, and gay Behaviour,
are pleafing, as a Partner in Converfation, but
will they be equally agreeable ina Partner for Life #
What now charms you, charms alfo others : You
are now content with thinking yourfelf one among
many that admire her, and are admitted to fhare
the Brilliancy of her Converfation ; but will a Share
of her Wit and Humour, her Freedom and Gaiety,
pleafe hereafter asa Wife ! And tho’ fhe is delight-
ful in Company, are you fitisfied fthe will bs
as agrecable when alone with you ; or when fhe
has not an Opportunity of fhewing-away in
Company that perhaps you moy not approve ! She
now fees nobody but whem fiae chufes to fee: Ir
the thould bca Wife, it is mose than probable {liz
may diflike Reftraints : and can vou approve of
a diffufe Converfation in onc you delire to your-
felf?

Think not, Brother, that I have anv interefted
Motive for this Advice. T affure vou I have not.

I
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I am not your Rival : I defire not the Lady you
_feem too fond of. All I mean (for I fay nothing at
prefent, with regard to your own Youth, which
ought not, however, to be wholly forgotten, asvery
few prudent Matches are made by young Gentle-
men at your Age) is, to caution you againft
thinking ‘of a Gentlewoman who may, and I am
willing to believe wil/, be a fuitable Companion to
a Gentleman whofe Station and Choice leads him
into much Company, and gay Life ; but to Men
whofe Circumftances, if not their Inclinations,
require a more retired way of Life, it is obvious,
a Woman, whofe Talents lie principally in
Converfation, can never, for that Reafon only,
juttify a young Gentleman for chufing her for a
ife.

I hope this will come time enough to put you
upon guarding againft the Inconveniencies that
threaten the Indulgence of your prefent Paffion.
Shut not your Ears to Reafon ; forget not your-
felf 5 and be fure to remember, that the Pleafure
of an Hour or Two, and of Twenty, Thirty, or
Forty Years, or a whole Life, muft arife from
very different Sources. I am,

Dear Brother,
Your moft affeitionate, &c.

LETTER X
An elder to an extravagant younger Brother.

Dear Jonn,

Y O U may be certain that your Misfortunes are
to me a moft melancholy Subje&t : You are
my only Brother: 1 own it: And your Mif-

fortunes
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fortunes afte¢t me next to my own : But there is
this Difference in what I feel for you, and for my-
felf: I am fure, every Misfortune I have met
with, has been occalioned by unavoidable Acci-
dents. This Confideration has fupported me under
the many Afflictions I have myfelf endured : But
for thofe I have thared with you, I cannot boaft
the fame Alleviation. While our Father lived, he
was your conftant and unwearied Support, even
after vour Patrimony was fquander’d away. While
our Mother remained, fhe was every Week affift-
ing your Neceflities, but what might morc pro-
perly be culled your Levity and Extravagance.
She is now, by the Divine Will, taken from
us both ; her Jointure, as well as the Eftate
my Father independently left, has devolved upon
me. Of this both Nature and Providence re-
quire I thould make the beft Ufe : And to ferve
you, I readily confefs, is my greateft Care. But,
my dear Brother, how is this to be done? The
generous and bountiful Affiftance of our Parents,
procured you no fubftantial Good. What then
am I to do to fereen you from Want and Mifery ?
«——— That you are not alread; happy, is not owing
to the Backwardnefs of your Friends to ferve you ;
but, allow me to fpeak plainly, to your own In-
diferction. Your own Fortune maintained you
not for three Years: Were I able to give you as
much more, what Reafon have you given me to
fuppofe you will be a better (Economift than
you have been? My whole Eftate, let me tell
you, Brother, at your Rate of Expence, would
{carccly maintain you for SevenYears: And, think
you as you will, I muft believe it my Duty to
leave enough to fupport my Off-fpring, with pru-
dent Condu&, to the End of Time. If I fend
you, as you defire, Fifty Guineas, What good inII

thae
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that Sum procure you? It will but ferve tolengthen
your Ctedit, and make you run deeper into Debt.
I have aflifted you before ;5 and has not this always
been the Cafe? And have not People given you
Credit, becaufe they think I will fupport you?
*Tis Time then, my dear Brother, to hold my
Hand. But yet, be aflured, rhat when I am con-
vinced you have theroughly - tindon’d your prefent
Courfes, ycu fhall ind in me,

Atruly a”:itionate Brother,

LETTER XL

To a your; Liu: too foon ke ping a Horfe.

Dear Tom,

Always take great Pleafire in hearing of your

“Welfare, and of evuy thi:g that makes for
your Satisfa&ion and Comfirt:  But give me
Leave to fay, That I am forry to hear you have
fo early begun to keep a Horfe, cijccicily as your
Bufinefs is altogether in your Shop, and you have
no Lnd to ferve in riding out ; and are, befides,
young and healihy,, and fo cannot require it, as
Exercife.  And is it worth while, think you, to
keep o Horfe the whole Week, that you may
have him at hand on a Sunday Morning, if the
Day proves fair, and you have nothing to keep
you in Tovn ?

You muft confider, that tho’ here, in the
Country, many comr2on Tradefinen keep Horfes,
the Expence is but fmall to them, and the
Diftance of one Cuftomer from another, in a
manner obliges them to it. But this can be no
Plea for you : And if you do not want a Forfe

tor

2
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for Exarcife, you can only alledge the worft Rea-
fon in the World for your maintaining one ; that
our Neighbours all round you do the famne:
i;or, look who they are, and what their Motives,
and youwll foon fee the Difference, and that their
Example will not juftify you. Mr. Thompfon,
for Inftance, who lives next Door to you, is
near Sixty Years of Age, of a pretty grofs Con-
ftitution, and capable of no other Exercife ; and
moreover he had acquired, by Length of Time,
tand Induftry, an ample Fortune, before he gave
himfelf this Diverfion. Mr. Fenkins has an
‘Eftate fallen to him, that fcts him above the Want
of Trade; and his continuing in it, is rather an
Amufement than an Employment., Mr, Fack/on,
Mr. 77¢t, Mr. Trozier, and Mr. Kent, are all
Men ot eftablithed Fortunes ; and when you are
as old as the younmge/? of them, and can as well
afford it, I would be far from diffuading you from
keeping a Horfe. But at prefent, you may de-
pend upon it, you rather incur their Contempt,
than gain their Efteem, by offering to appear
their Equal, when they and you well know, i
what relates to Expences, you ought not to be
fo, nor have you had a Time for it. The lower
Part of the World may, perhaps, fhew you more
Refpe& for thofe Marks of Subltance ; but fhould
a Time come (and who is exempt from Misfor-
tunes 7) when they muft know they wure the
Effeéts of unthinking Levity ;5 how defpicable
muft you then appear in their Eyes 7 And, let me
tell you, that the Eftcem of Perfons of Credit
and Underftanding, muft be gained by very dif-
ferent Means, from Shew or Equipage ; for with
thefe, Modeftv, Prudence, and good Senfe only,
will ever previl,

Befides,
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Befides, the Expence of the Horfe is not the
leaft thing to be confidered : It will in time, very
probably, lead you into a more dangerous one,
that of beftowing too much of your Time in the
Ufe'of it. It will unhinge your Mind, as I may
fay, from Bufinefs, and give your Servants Oppor-
tunity to be remifs in your Abfence. And as
you are a young Man, it is fit that you fhould lay
up, by your Induftry, againft a more advanced
Age, when the Exercife a Horfe affords, will feem
not only more fuitable, but perhaps abfolutely ne-
ceffary to your Health ; whereas now, it may
rather pafs for Wantonnefs and Affe@ation.

You are not without a tolerable Share of Res-
fon ; let me prevail with you to ufe it : Sell your
Horfe, and fear not being laugh’d at on that Ac-
count ; for it will be a Credit to you more Ways
than one, to fay, That your Bufinefs would not
allow you Time to ufe it. And it would argue
befides, great Perverfenefs, to continue in an Er-
ror, for no other Reafon than to fupport a wrong
Judgment at firft fetting out : And your reducing
an unneceflary Expence in good time, will more
than recover any good Opinion you may have loft
by running into it. ’

Your prudent Ufe of this Advice, will, as it
muft tend to your Good, be a great Satisfacion

to
Your tenderly affectionate Father.

LET-
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LETTER XIL

Againft a [udden Intimacy, or Friendfbip, with
one of a fhort Acquaintance.

Coufin Tom,

I AM jult fetting out for Pindfor, and have not
time to fay fo much #s I would on tife Occa-
fion upon which I now write to you, I hear that
Mr. Douglas and you have lately contradted fuch
an Intimacy, that you are hardly ever afunder ;
and as I know his Morals are not the beft, nor
his Circumftances the moft happy, I fear he will,
if he has not already dona it, let you fee, that he
better knows what he does in feeking your Ac-
quaintance, than you do in cultivating Ais,

I am far from défiring to abridge you in any
neceflary or innocent Liberty, or to prefcribe tco
much to your Choice of a Friend: Nor am I
againft your being complaifant to Strangers ; for this
Gentleman’s Acquaintance is not yet a Month old
with you; but you muft not think every Man
whofe Converfation is agreeable, fit to be imme-
diately treated as a Friend : Of all Sorts, haftily-
contradted Friendfhips promife the leaft Duration
or Satisfaltion ; as they moft commonly arife
from Defign on one Side, and Weaknefs on the
other. True Friendfbip muft be the Effett of long
and mutual Efteem and Knowledge : It ought to
have for its Cement, an Equality of Years, 2
Similitude of Manners, and, pretty much, a Parity
in Circumftance and Degree. But, gencrally
fpeaking, an Opennefs to a Stranger carries with
it ftrong Marks of Indifcretion, and not {cldem

ends in i{epentance, )
C For
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For thefe Reafons, I would be glad you would
be upon your Guard, and proceed cautioufly in
this new Alliance. Mr. Douglas has Vivacity and
Humour enough to pleafe any Man ‘of a light
Turn; but were I to give iny Judgment of him,
I thould pronounce him fitter for the Tca-table,
than the Cabinet. He is {mart, but very fuper-
ficial ; and treats all ferious Subjeéts with a Con-
tempt too natural to bad Minds ; and I know more
young Men than one, of whofe good Opinion he
has taken Advantage, and has made them wifer,
though at their own Expence, than he found
them.

The Caution I here give you, is the pure Effe&
of my Experience in Life, fome Knowledge of
your new Aflociate, and my Affeétion for you.
The Ufe you make of it will determine, whether
you merit this Concern from

Your affectionate Kinfman.

LETTER XIIL

A young Man in Bufinefs, 1o a Father, defiring
Leave to addrefs bis Daugbhter.

§ TR,
HOPE the Juftnefs of my Intentions will
excufe the Freedom of thefe few Lines, where-
by I am to acquaint you of the great Affection.
and Efteem 1 have for your Daughter. I would
not, Sir, offer at anyindireét Addrefs, that fhould
have the leaft Appearance of Inconiiftency with
her Duty to you, and my honourable Views to
her ;5 chufing, by your Influence, if I may ap-
prove myfelf to you worthy of that Honour, to
com-
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commend myfelf to her Approbation. You are
not infenfible, Sir, by the Credit I have hitherto
%referved in the\VorKl, of my Ability, by God's

lefling, to make her happy :  And this the rather
imboldens me to requeft the Favour of an Even-
ing’s Converfation with you, at your firft Con-
venience, when I will more fully explain myfelf,
as I earneftly hope, to your Satisfaltion, and take
my Encouragement or Difcouragement from your
own Mouth. I am, Sir, mean time, with great

Refpe&t,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,

LETTER XIV.

To the Daughter (on the Father’s Allowance)
apprifing her of bis intended Vifit.

Mapam,

HAVE ventured to make known to your

honoured Father, the great Defire T have
to be thought worthy of a Relation to him by
your Means. And, as he has not difcouraged
me in the Hopes I have entertained, that I may
poflibly be not unacceptable to him, and to all
your worthy Family, 1 propofe to do myfelf
the Honour of a Vifit to you next Monday.
Tho’ he has been fo good as to promife to intre-
duce me, and I make no doubt has acquainted you
with it ; I give you, neverthelefs, the Trouble of
thefe Lines, that [ might not appear wanting in any
outward Demonftration of that inviolable Refpedt,
with which I am, dear Madam,

Your moft devoted humble Servant.

C2 LET-
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LETTER XV.

From a young Lady to ber Father, acquainting
bim with a Propofal of Marriage made to
Joer.

Honoured Sir, Nottingham, April 4.

J THINK it my Duty to acquaint you, thata
Gentleman of this Town, by Name Derbam,
and by Bufinefs a Linen-draper, has made fome
Overtures to my Coufin Adorgan, in the way of
Courtfhip to me. My Coufin has brought him
once or twice into my Company, which he could
not well decline doing, becaufe he has Dealings
with him ; and has an high Opinion of him, and
his Circumftances. He has been fet up Three
Years, and has very good Bufinefs, and lives in
Credit and Fathion. He is about T'wenty-feven
Years old, and a likely Man enough: He feems
not to want Senfe or Manners ; and is come of a
good Family. He has broke his Mind to me, and
boafts how well he can maintain me: But, I affure
you, Sir, I have given him no Encouragement ;
and told him, that I had no "Thoughts of changing
my Condition, yet awhile; and fhould never think
of it but in Obedience to my Parents ; and I de-
fired him to talk no more on that Subje&t to me.
Vet he refolves to perfevere, and pretends extra-
ordinary Affetion and Efteem. I would not, Sir,
‘by any means, omit to acquaint you with the Be-
ginnings of an Affair, that would be want of Duty
in me to conceal from you, and thew a Guilt and
Difobedience unwerthy of the kind Indulgchbe and
AffcGion you have always fhewn to, Sir,

Your moft dutiful Daughter.
5 My
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My humble Duty to my honour’d Mother,
Love to my Brother and Sifter ; and Refpelts
toall Friends. Coufin Morgan, and his Wife
and Sifter defire their kind Refpeéls. I can-~
not {peak enough of their Civility to me.

LETTER XVL

The Father’s Anfwer, on a Suppofition that be
approves not of the young Man’s Addreffes.

Dear Polly,. Northampton, Apr. 10,

I HAVE received your Letter dated the 4th
~ Inftant, wherein you acquaint me of the Pro-
kf){)fals made to you, thro’ your Coufin 47 gan’s
ecommendation, by one Mr, Derlan:. 1 hope,
as you affure me, that you have given'no Enccu-
_ragement to him : For'I by no means approve ¢f
him for your Hufband. I have inquired of one
‘of his Townfimen, who knows him and his Cir-
cumftances very well ; and I am neither pleafed
‘with them, nor with his Charadter; and wonder
my Coufin would fo inconfiderately recommend
him to you. Indeed, I doubt not Mr. Adorgan’s zood
Intentions ; but I infift upon it, that you think
nothing of the Matter, if you would oblige
Your indulgent Father.
Your Mother gives her Blefling to vou, and
joins with me in the above Advice,  Your
Brother and Sifter, and all Friends, fendtheis
Love and Refpeéts to you.

C3 LET-
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LETTER XVIL
The Father’s Anfwer, on a Suppofition that he
does not difapprove of the young Man’s Ad-
dreffes.

2y dear Daughter, Northampt. Apr. 10,

I N Anfwer to yours of the 4th Inflant, relating
to the Addrefles of Mr. Derkam, 1 would have
you neither wholly encourage nor difcourage his
Suit; for if, on Inquiry into his Charafter and
Circumftances, I fhall find that they are anfwer-
able to your Coufin’s good Opinion of them, and
his own Affurances, I know not but his Suit
may be worthy of Attention. But, my Dear,
confider, that Men are deceitful, and always put
the beft Side outwards; and it may poflibly, on
the ftri Inquiry, which the Nature and Impor-
tance of the Cale demands, come cut far other-
wife than it at prefent appears. Let me advife you
therefore, to a& in this Matter with gréat Pru-
dence, and that you make not yourfelf too cheap;
for Men are apt to flight what is too eafily obtain-
ed. Your Coufin will give him Hope enough,
while you don’t abfolutely deny him ; and in the
mean time, he may be told, that you are not at
your own Difpofal ; but intirely refolved to abide
by my Determination and Direftion, in an Affair
of this great Importance : And this will put him
upon applying to me, who, you need not doubt,
will in this Cafe, as in all others, ftudy your Good ;
as becomes
‘ Your indulgent Father,
Your Mother gives her Blefling to you, and
joins with-me in the above Advice. Your
Brotherand Sifter, and all Friends, fend their
Love and Refpeéis to you.
LET-
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LETTER XVIIL

The young Gentleman’s Letter to the Fathers
apprifing him of bis Affetion for bis Daugh=

ler.

Sir, Northampton, April 12.

I T AKE the Liberty, tho’ perfonally unknown
to you, to declare the great Value and Aftection
T have for your worthy Daughter, whom I have
had the Honour to fee at my good Friend Mr.
Morgan’s. I fhould think my(elf intirely un-
worthy of her Faveur, and of your Approbation,
if I could have a Thought of influencing her Re-
foluticn but in Obedience to your Pleafure ; as I
fhould, on fuch a Suppofition, offer an Injury like-
wife to that Prudence in herfelf, which I flatter
myfelf, is not the leaft of her amiable Perfe@ions.
If T might have the Honour of your Countenance,
Sir, on this Occafion, I would open myfelf and
Circumftances to you, in that {rank and honeft
manner which thould convince you of the Sincerity
of my AffeGtion for your Daughter, and at the
fame time of the Honourablenefs of my Intentlons.
In the mean time, I will in general fay, That I
have been fet up in my Bufinefs in the Linen-
drapery way, upwards of Three Years; that I
have a very good Trade for the Time: That I had
1000/, to begin with, which I have improved to
1500 /. as I am ready to make appear to your Satif-
fa&ion: That I am defcended of a creditable Fa-
mily; have done nothing to ftain my Character ;
and that my Trade is fill further improveable, as
I fhall, T hope, inlarge my Bottom. This, Sir,
1 thought but honeft and fair to acquaint you with,

Cs4 that



23 Fumiliar LETTERS o the

that you might know fomething of a Perfon, whe
fues to you for your Countenance, and that of
your good Lady, in an Affair that I hope may
prove one Day the greateft Happinefs of my Life ;
as it muf? be, if 1 can be blefled with that, and
your dear Daughter’s Approbation. In Hope of
which, and the Favour of a Line, I take the Li-
berty to {ubfcribe myfelf, -Good Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant,

LETTER XIX.

From the Confin to the Father and Mother,
in Commendation of the young Gentleman.

Dear Coufins, Northampton, Apr. 12,
I GIVE you both Thanks for fo long continu-

ing with us the Pleafure of Coufin Po/ly’s Com-
pany. She has intirely captivated a worthy Friend
of mine, Mr. Derbam, a Linen-draper of this
‘Town. AndI would have acquainted you with
it myfelf, but that I knew and advifed Coufin
Polly to write to you about it; for I would not for
the world any thing of this fort fhould be carried
on unknown to you, at my Houfe, efpecially,
M. Derbam has thewn me his Letter to you; and
X believe every Tittle of it to be true ; and really,
if you and my Coufin approve it, as alfo Coufin
Polly, 1 don’t know where fhe can do better. I
am fure I fhould think fo, if I had a Daughter
he could love.

"Thus much I thought myfelf obliged to fay ; and
with my kind Love to your other Self, and all my
Coulins, as alfo my Aife’s, and Siffer’s, 1 remain

Your affectionate Coufin.
LET-
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LETTER XX

From the Father, in Anfwer to the young Gen-
Heman.

Sir, Nottingham, April 16,

I HAVE received yours of the 12th, and am
obliged to you for the good Opinion you exprefs
of my ﬁaughter. But I think fhe is yet full young
to alter her Condition, and imbark in the Cares of
a Family. TI.cannotbutfay, that the Account you
give of yourfelf, and yeur Application to me, ra-
ther than firft to try to engage the Affeétions of
my Daughter, carry a very honourable Appearance,
and fuch as muft be to the Advantage of your Cha-
raCer, As to your Beginning, Sir, that is not to
be fo much looked upon, as the Improvem:nt;
and I doubt not, that you can make good Proof.
of what you affert on this Occafion. But ftill 1
muft needs fay, that I think, and fo docs her Mo-
ther, that it is too early to incumber her with the
Cares of the World; and as T am fure the will do
nothing in fo important an Affair without our Ad-
vice, fo I would net, for the world, in a Cafe fo
nearly concerning her, and her future Welfare, con-
ftrainher in theleaft. Tintend fhortlyto fend for her
home ; forfhe hasbeen longer abfent fromus, than we
intended ; and then I fhall confult her Inclination-;
and you will excufe me to fay, for the is my
Daughter, and a very good Child, tho’ 1 fay it,
that I fhall then determine myfelf by that, and by
what fhall appear to offer moft for her Good. In
the mean time, Sir, I thank you for the Civility
and commendable Opennefs of yours; and am,

Your bumble Servart,

Cs The
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The Father in this Letter referring pretty much
to the Ddughter’s Choice, the young Gentle-
man cannot but conftrue it-as an Encourage-
ment to him, to profecute his Addrefles to
her 3 in which he doubles his Diligence, (on
the Hint, that the will {oon return to Noz~
tingham) In order to gain a Footing 'in her
good Will; and fhe, finding her Father and
Mother not averfe to the Affair, ventures to
give him fonie room to think his Addrefles not
indifferent to her; but ftill altogether on Con-
dition of her Parents Confent and- Approba-
tion. By the Time then, that fhe is recalled
home, -(nothing difagreeable having appéared
in the young Gentleman’s Behaviour, and his
genérd] Charater being confiftent with his
Pretenfionis) there may be fuppofed fome De-
.greeof Familiarity andConfidenee to have pafs’d
between them; and fhe gives him Hope, that
fhe will receive a Letter from him, tho” the
will not promife an Anfwer ; intizely refer-
ring to her Duty to her Parents, and-their
good Pleafure. He atténds her on lier féur-
‘ney agood Part of the way, as far as The wilt
permit ; and when her Coufln, his Friend,
informs him of her faf: Arrivalat Nottingham,
he {chds the following Letter.

LET-
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LETTER XXL

From the young Gentleman to bis Miflrefs on
ber Arrival at ber Father’s.

Dear Madam, May 25.

I H AV E underftood with great Pleafure your
fafe Arrival at your Father’s Houfe ; <of which

I take the Liberty to congratulate your good Parents,
as well as your dear Self. I will not, Madam, fill
this Letter with the Regret I had to part with you,
becaufe I have no Reafon nor-Merit, at prefent, to
expeét that you thould be concerned for me on
this Score. Yet, Madam, I am not without Hope,
from the Sincerity of my Affeétion for you, and the
Honefty of my Intentions, to deferve in time,
thofe Regards which I cannot at prefent flatter my-
felf with.  As your good Father, in his kind Let-
ter to me, aflured me, that he fhould confult your
Inclinrions, snd:determine by them, and by what
fhould offer moft for your (Good; how happy
thould 1 be, if I couldfind myhumbleSuit not quite
indifferent to your dear Sclf, and not rejected
by Hin! If what I have already opened to him
as to my Circumftances, be not unacceptable, 1
fhould humbly hope for'Leave to pay you and him
a Vifit at Noterggham ; or-if this-be-too great a
Favour, till he has made further Enquiry, that he
would e pleafed to give himfelf that T'rouble, and
put it in my Power, as foon as poflible, to con-
vince him of the Truth of my Allegations, upon
which I defire to ftand or fall in my Hopes of your
Favour and his. For I think, far different from
many in the World, that a Deception inan Affair
of this weighty Nature, thould be lefs forgiven than
in any other,  Singe then, deareft Madam, I build
Co my
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my Hopes more on the Truth of my Affection for
you, and the Honour of my Intentions, thanany
other Merit, or Pretenfions, I hope you will con-
defcend, if not to become an Advocate for me,
which would be too great a Prefumption to expect,
yet to let your good Parents know, that you have
no Averfion to the Perfon er Addrefs of, deareft
Madam, ,

Your for ever-obliged, and
affeétionate bumble Servant.

"My beft Refpedts attend}your good Father and
o K/Iothér, and whole Family.

As this puts the Matter into fuch a T'rain, as
may render more Writing unneceflary ; the
next Steps to-be taken, ‘being-the Inquiry in-
to the Truth of the young Man’s Affertions,
and a Confirmation of ‘his Charaler ; and
‘then the Propofals on the Father’s Part of
what he will give with his Daughter; all
which mmay be done beft by word of Mouth,
or Interpofition of Friends ; fo we fhall have
no QOccafion to purfue this Inftance of Court-
{hip further,

LETTER XXIL

From a Brother to bis Sifter in the Country, ups
braiding ber for being negligent in Writing.

Wy dear Sifter, -
i WRITE to you to acquaint you how un-
kindly we all take it here, that you do not
write oftener -to us, in relation to your Health,
Diverfions, and Employment in the Country.
You
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Y ou cannot be infenfible how much you are beloved
by us all ; judge then if you do right to omit giving
'us the only Satisfa&tion Abfence affords to true
Friends, which is often to hear from one another,
My Mother is highly difobliged with you, and fays
you are a very idle éirl ; my Aunt is of the fame
Opinion ; and I would fain, like a,loving Brother,
excufe you, if Icould. Pray, for the future, take
“Care to deferve a better Charadter, and by writing
{oon, and often, put it in my Power to fay what a
good Sifter T have : For you fhall always find me

Your moft affetionate Brother,

Due Refpeéls of every one here to my Aunt,
and all Friends in the Country.

LETTER XXIIIL
In Anfwer to the preceding.

Dear Brother,

MO ST kindly, and too jultly, do you up-
braid me. I own my Fault, and never will
be guilty of the like again. 1 write to beg my
Mother’s Pardon, and that ‘the will procure for
me that of my good Aunt, on Promife of Amend-
.ment. Continue, my dear Brother, to be an Ad-
vocate for me in all my unintended Imperfe&ions,
and I will never err voluntarily for the future:
That fo I may be as worthy as poflible of your
‘kind Conftru&ions, and thew myfelf, whatItruly
-am, and ever will be,

Your moft affectionate and obliged Sifter.

LET-
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LETTER XXIV.
Erom the Daughter to ber Mother, in Excufe
for her Negleél,
Honoured Madam,

I AM afhamed I ftaid to be remindéd of my Duty
by my Brother’skind Letter. I will offer noEx-
‘cufe for myfelf, for not writing. oftener, tho’ I have
been ftrangely taken up by the Kindnefs and Fa-
vour of your geod Friends here,” particularly my
Aunt Windus: For welldo T know, that my Duty
to my honoured-Mother, ought to take place of all
other Confiderations.  All I beg therefore is, that
you will be fo good to forgive me, on Promife of
Amendment, and to procure Forgivenefs alfo of
my Aunt-Talbet, and all Friends. Believe me,
Madum, when I'fuy, that no Diverfions here or
clfewhere fhall make me forget the Duty I oweto
fo good a Mother, and fuch kind Relations ; and
that I thall ever be
. Your gratefully dutiful Daughter.
"My Aunt and Covfins defire :their kind Love’
‘to you, and due Refpets-to all Friends,
" "Brother Fohn has great Reputation with
every one for his kind Letter to me.

LETTER XXV.
From a Son-in-Law 10 bis Wife's Father, ac-
grainting bim with bis Wife’s Iinefs,
Honoured Sir,

I AM forry to acquaint you with the Indifpo-
fition of your dear Daughter. She was taken
il laft Monday of a Fever, and has all the AfGft-

ance
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ance that we can procure in thefe Parts. I hope
the is not in Danger. However, I thought it my
Duty to let you know it in time, that you may
fatisfy yourfelf, that no*Care 1s wanting ; and that
you may favour us with a perfonal Vifit ; which
will be a great Confolation to her, who craves,
mean time, your Blefling and Prayers ; and alfo ta,

Sir,
Your dutiful Son.

"This may ferve, mutatis mutandis, in thelike
Circumftance for a Daughter to her Huf-
band’s Father, or Mother, and in feveral
other intimate Relations.

LETTER XXVL -
From a Country Chapman beginning Trade, to
a City Dealer, offering bis Correfpondence.

S I R, : Marchefier, O, 20.

T H'E Time:'of my Appresticethip, with Mr.

Dobbins of this Town, being expired, I am
juft going to begin for myfelf in Cheflerfield, having
taken a Shop there for that Purpofe. And as b
know the Satisfaltion you zlways gave to my
Mafter in yourDealings, I make an Ofter to you of
my Correfpondence, 1n Expetation that you will
ufe me as well as you have done him, in whatever
I may write toyou for.  And this I the rather ex-
pect, as you cannot difcblic e My, Dobbins by it, be-
caufe of the Diftance I {hail be from him; and I
thall endeavour to give you equal Content with
tegard to my Payrents, &c. Your fpeedy Anfwer,
whether or no you are difpofed to accept of my

Offer, will oblize, Your bhuymble Servant,
L ET-
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LETTER XXVIL
In Anfwer to the foregoing.

S TR,

I HAVE received yours of Ofsber 20. and

very chearfully accept the Favour you offer me,
I will take Care to ferve you in the beft manner
I am able, and on the fame foot with Mr. Dabbsns;
not doubting you will make as punctual Returns
as he does ; which intitles him to a more favour-
able Ufage, than -could otherwife be afforded. [
awifh you Succefs with all my Heart, and am

Your obliged Servant,

LETTER XXVIII.

From a Maid-fervant in Town, acquainting ber:
Fatber and Mother in the Country, with a Pro-
pofal of Marriage, and afking their Confentss

Honoured Father and Mother,
l Think it my Duty to acquaint you, thatIam

addrefled to for 2 Change of Condition, by
ore Mr. Fobn Tanner, who is a Glazier, and
lives in the Neighbourhood by us. He is a young
Man of a fober Charadter, and has been {et up
about two Years, has good Bufinefs for his Time,
and is well beloved and fpoken of by every one.
My Friends here think well of jt, ;particularly
my Mafter and Miftrefs ; and, he fays, he doubts
not, by God’s Blefling on bis Induftry, to main-
tain a Family very prettily: And I have fairly
told bim, how little he has to expet with me.

But
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But I would not conclude on any thing, how-
ever, till I bad acquainted you with his Propofals,
and afked your Bleffings and Confents. Forl am,
and ever will be,

Your dutiful Daughter,

LETTER XXIX.
From the Parents, in Anfwer to the preceding.

Dear Nanny,
WE have received your dutiful Letter. We can
onlypray to God to dire¢t and blefs you in al
your Engagements. Our Diftance from you,
muft make us leave every thing to your own Dif-
«cretion ; and as you are fo well fatished in Mr.
Tanner’s Charalter, as well as all Friends, and
your Mafter and Miftrefs, we give our Bleflings
and Confents with all our Hearts: We are only
forry we can do no more for you. But let us know
when it is done, and we will do fome little
Matters, as far as we.are able, towards Houfe-
kecping. Our Refpe&s to Mr. Tanner. Every
body joins with usin Wifhes for your Happinefs ;
and may God blefs you, isall that can be faid, by

Your truly loving Father and Mother,

LETTER XXX

From the fame, acquainting ber Parents with
ber Marriage.

Honoured Father and Mother,
I Write to acquaint you, that laft Tharfday I
was married to Mr. Tauner, and am to go

home to him in a Fortnight. My Mafter and
Miftrefs
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Miftrefs have been very kind, and have made me
2 Prefent towards Houfekeeping of Three Guineas.
I had faved T'wenty Pounds in Service, and that is
all. I told him the naked Truth of every thing.
And indeed did not intend to marry fo foon ; but
when I had your Letter, and fhew’d it him, he
would not let me reft till it was done. Pray don’t
firaiten your felves out of Love to me. He joins
with me in faying fo, and bids me prefent his
Duty to you, and tell you, that he fears not to
maintain me very well. 1 have no Reafon to
doubt of being very happy. And your Prayers for
a Blefling on both our-Induftry, will, T hope, bea
Means to make us more fo. We are, and ever

fhall be, with Refpects to all Friends,
Your moft dutiful Son and Daughter,

—

LETTER XXXL
Recommending a Superior Man-Servant,

SIR,
THE Bearer of this is Mr. Yobu Andrews,

whom I mentioned to you laft time I faw
you ; and for whofe Integrity and Ability to ferve
you in the Way you talked of, I dare be anfwer-
able. I take the greater Pleafure in this Recom-
mendation, as I doubt not it will be of Service to
you both.,  And am, Sir,

Tazgr maft obedient Servant,

LET-
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LETTER XXXIL
Recommending a Wet-Nurfe.

Mapawm.

HE Bearer is Mrs. Newman, whom I recom-
mended to you as a Nurfe for Mafter. You
will be pleafed with her neat Appearance and
wholefome Countenance. She lives juft above
Want, in a pleafant airy Pliee, and has a very
honett diligent Hufband, with whom fhe lives very
happily, and the Man is exceedingly fond of Chil-
dren, very fober, and good-humour’d 5 and they
have every thing very pretty about them. You
will find fuch Anfwers to the Queftions that {hall
be put to her, as will pleafe you in every refpe&
that you mentioned to me ; and the Woman will
not tell an Untruth, or impofe upon you. Inaword,
I know not a more proper Perfon, and am glad I have
this Opportunity to oblige you in fo deferved a Re-

commendation : For I am, dear Madam,

Your mof? faithful Servant.

LETTER XXXIIL

Recommending a Cook-maid,

Mabpam,

YOU defired me to inquire for a Maid, who was
qualified to ferve you as a Cook. The Bearer
lived three Yecars in her laft Place, and went away
to her Friends in the Country, en a Fitof Illnefs,
of which fhe is now perfeétly recovered. As fhe had

given
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given no Mopes of Return, they had provided them-
felves when'the offcred her Service again.  They
give her a very good Charalter, as well for Honeﬁy’
and Sobriety, as for her orderly Behaviour, and
obliging Temper, as alfo for her good Performance
of what fhe undertakes. I therefore thought you
could rot with for a properer Perfon 5 and fhal
be glad it provesfo. ForIam, Madam,

Your mofé obedient Servant.

LETTER XXXIV.

Recommending a Chamber-maid.

Mapam,

TH E Bearer, Fane Adams, is well recommended
: to me as a diligent, faithful Body, who un-
derftands her Needle well ; is very neat, and
houfewifely ; and, as you defired, no Goffip or
Make-bate, and has had a tolerable Education,
being defcended from goond Friends. 1 make ne
doubt of her anfwering this Chara&er. Of which
T will fatisfy you farther, when I have the Honour:
to feeyou. Till when I remain

Your moft obedient humble Servant,

LETTER XXXV.
Recommending a Nurfery-maid..

Mapawm,
HE Bearer, -Sarah IZiliiams, is a houfewifely
. genteel Body, who has been ufed to attend
‘Children, and has a great Tendernefs for them.
She-
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She is very careful and watchful over them in all
their little pretty ways, and is a very proper Per-
fon to encourage their good Inclinations, or mildly
to check their little Perverfenefles, fo far as you
fhall permit her to do the one or the other. Sheis
come of good Friends, who have had Misfortunes ;
is very honeft, and will, I dare fay, pleafe you
much, if you are not provided ; which, I hope,
you are not, for both your fakes; for I lgve the
Girl, and am, with great Refpeé&t, Madam,

Your obliged bumble Servant.

LETTER XXXVIL

A Father to a Som, to diffuade bim from the
Vice of Drinking to Excefs.

41y dear Son,
IT is with a Grief proportioned to my Love,

which is extreme, that I underftand ycu have
of late neglefted your Studies, and given yourfelf
up to the odious Vice of Drinking: What fhall
I fay, what fhallIdo, ¢ engage you to quit this
pernicious Practice, before it becomes fuc! a Habit,
that it will be impoftible, or at leaft verv difficult,
for you to caft itofi? Let merequire, it me in-
treat you, to give a fuitable Atten'  n t> what 1
have to fay on this Head, which Tin:ll offer rather
as a warm Friend, than an angry ¥ather ; and as
I addrefs myfelf to your Reafon, I will leave it to
yourfelf to judye of the Truth of the Obfervations
I have to make to you.

In che firft plice, with refpe& to Health, the
greateft Jewelof this Life, itis the moft deflrullive
of all ' Vices: Afphma’s, Vertigoes, Palfies, Apa-

: plexies,
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plexies, Goutsy, Colicks, Fevers, Dropfies, Cone
Jumptions, Stane, and Hypochondriack Difeafes, are
naturally introduced by exceflive Drinking.

All the reft of the Vices together, are not fo
often punithed with fudden Death as this one:
What fatal Accidents, what Quarrels, what
Breaches between Friend and Friend, are owing
to it?

Then, in the fecond Place ; How does it de-
face Reafon, deftroy all the tender Impulfes of
Nature, make a wife Man a Fool, and {ubje&
Perfons of the brighteft Parts to the Contempt of
the weakeft, and even, in time, extinguifh thofe
fhining Qualities, which conftitute the Difference
between a Man of Senfe and a Blockhead ! For,
as a certain very eminent Author well obferves,
Fools having generally ftronger Nerves, and lefs
volatile Spirits, than Men of fine Underftandings,
that which will roufe the one, will make the other
eitherftupid or frantick ; and tho’ it fometimes, while
the Fit continues, ftrengthens the Imagination,
yet it always deprefles the Judgment; and after the
Fit is over, both thofe Faculties languifh together,
till, in time, it quenches the Imagination, impairs
the Memory, and drowns the Judgment.

Moft other Vices are compatible, as the fame
Author obferves, with feveral Virtues ; but Drun-
kennefs runs counter to all the Duties of Life. A
great Drinker can hardly be either a good Hufband,
agood Father, a good Son, a good Brother, or a
good Friend : It lays him open to the worft Com-
pany, and this Company frequently fubjets him
to lewd Women, Gaming, Quarrels, Riots, and
often Murders. Al other Vices, even the greateft
of Vices, as Ambition, Unchaftity, Bigotry,
Avarice, Hypocrify, deteft this unnatural and worfe
than beaftly Vice ; for the Beafts themfelves,

even
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even the uncleaneft of them, know nothing of it,
much lefs practife it.

Other Vices indeed make Men worfe, fays this
judicious Author ; but this alters Men from them-
Jrlves, to that degree, that they differ not more
trom their prefent Companions, than from their
former Selves.” A Habitude of it will make the
Prudent inconfiderate, the Ambitious indolent,
the A&ive idle, and the Induftrious flothful ; fo
that their Affairs are ruin’d for want of Applica-
tion, ‘or by being intrufted in the Hands of thofe,
who turn them wholly to their own Advantage,
and, in the End, to theRuin of thofe who employ
them.

I have written a long Letter already : Yet have I
ftill more to fay, which, that I may not tire you, I
'will leave to another Letter ; which the next Poft
fhall bring you. AndI am, mean time, in hopes
this will not lefe its proper Effeét,

Your mofl indulgent Father,

LETTER XXXVIL
The fame Subjeét purfucd.

My dear Son,

BY my former you will fee, that hard Drinking
is a Vice, that breaks a Man’s Reft, impairs the
Underftanding, extinguithes the Memory, inflames
rthe Paflions, debauches the Will, lays the Founda-
tion of the worftand moft dangerous Diftempers, in-
capacitates a Perfon from purfuing his Studics, :m'd
from applving to the Duties of his Callinz_, be it
what it will ; begets Contempt frem the World;
wnd even if a Man’s Circumftances were above
eeling the Expence, which can hardly be, alters;
and
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and changes the Pra&ifer of it from himfelfs ard
if he is #ot above feeling it, often reduces him to
Want and Beggary : And if he has 2 Family, his
Children, who by their Father’s Induftry and
Sobriety might have made a creditable Figure in
Life, areleft to the Mercy of the World, become
the Outcafts of the Earth ; poflibly Foot-foldiers,
Livery-fervants, Shoe-cleaners, Link-boys, and,
perhaps, Pickpockets, Highwaymen, or Foot-
pads; and inftcad of a comfortable Livelihood, and
a Station above Contempt, are intitled only to
Shame, Mifery, and the Gallows,

And do you judge, my Son, how a Man can
anfwer this Condu& to God, to his Parents and
other Relations, to his Wife, to his Children, to
himfelf, and perfift in a barbarous and an unnatural
Vice, which makes himfelf not only miferable and
contemptible, but tranfmits the Mifchief to his
unhappy and innocent Children, if he has any.

Add to all this, That it isa Vice 2 Man cannot-
ealily mafter and fubdue ; or which, like fome
others, may be cured by Ape; but it is a Vice
that feeds and nourifhes itfelf by Prattice, and
grows upon a Man as he lives longer in the World,
till at laft, if it cuts him not off in the Flower
of his Days, his Body expects and requires Liquor:
And fo, tho’ a Man, when he enters upon i,
may be fingle, yet if he ever fhould marry, it
may he attended with all the frightful and de-
plorable Confequences 1 have mentioned, and ruin
befides an innocent and perhaps prudent Woman,
rendering her, without her swn Fault, the joint
unhappy Caufe of adding to the Number of the
miferable and profligate Children, with which the
World too much abounds, and which is owing to
nothing fo much as this deteftable Sin in the
Parents, '

Con-
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‘Conlfider all thefe things, my dear Son, and be-
“fore it be too late, get the better of a Vice, that
you will find difficult to fubdue, when it is grown
4o a Head, and which will otherwife creep upon

ou every Day more and more, till it fhuts up your
‘iife in Mifery as to yourfelf, and Contempt as to
the World ; and inftead of giving Caufe even to

our neareft and beft Friends to remember you with
K’leafure, will make it a2 Kindnefs in them to
forget they ever had in the World, if a Parent,
fuch a Son; if a Tutor, fuch a Pupil; if a Brother
or Siffer, fuch an unhappy near Relation; if a
Wife, fuch a Hufband 5 if a Child, fuch a Father;
and if a Friend, {uch a wretched one, that cannot
be thought of without Pity and Regret, for having
fhortened his Days, and ruin’d his Affairs, by fo
‘pernicious a Habit.

What a Joy, on the contrary, will that nobleft
of Conquelts, over your/:lf, yield to all thofe dear
Relations! -And, in particular, what Fieafure will
you give to the aged Heart, and declining Days,
of, my dear Child,

Your indulgent and moft affectionate Father 7

LETTER XXXVIL

From an Apprentice to bis Mafler, begging Fore
giveuefs for a great Mifdemeanor,

Good Sir,
AM fo afham’d of myfelf for the laft Occafion
I have given you to be angry with me, after
my repeated Promifus of Amendment, that I have
not the Courage to fpeak to you. J therefore take
this Mcthod of Bbegging you o Lannive what?is
I ot
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paft; and let this Letter teftify againft me, if ever
I wiliully or knowingly offend again for the future,
You have Children of your own. They may
poflibly offend ; tho’ I hope they never will as [
have done. Yet, Sir, would you not wifh they
might meet with Pardon if they fhould, rather
than Reprobation? My Making or my Ruin,
T am fenfible, lies in your Breaft. If you will not
forgive me, fad will be the Confequence to me, [
“doubt. If you do, you may fave a Soul, as'well
as a Body from Mifery ; and I hope, Sir, you
will weigh this with your ufual Goodnefs and Cons-
fideration. What is paft I cannot help; but for
whut is to come, I do promife, if God gives me
Health and Power, that my Actions fhall teftify
for me how much I am, good Sir, )

Your repentant and obliged Servam".

LETTER XXXIX.
The Mafter’s Anfwer.

Fohu,

OUR Letter has affe@ted me fo much, that I
am willing once more to pafs overall you have
done. Surely I may at laft depend on thefe your
folemn Aflurances, and, as I hope, deep Centrition,
If not, beitas you fay, and let your Letter teftify
againft you for your ingrateful Bafenefs ; and for
me, in my Readinefs (wvhich however fhall be
the laft time) to forgive one that has been fo much
ufed to promife, and f{o little to perform. Butl
hope for better, becaufe I yet with you well ; be-

g, as you ufe me,
Yeursy or otherwife.

‘L ET-
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LETTER XL

Irom an Apprentice to bis Friends, in Praife of
bis Maftr and Family,

Honoured Sir,

I Know it will be a great Satisfaltion to you and
my dear Mother, to hear that I go on very
happily in my Bufinels ; and my Malter feeing my
Diligence, puts me forward, and encourages me in
fuch a manner, that I have great Delight in it,
and hope I fhall anfwer in time your good Wifhes
and Expectations, and the Induloence which you
have always thewn me.  "There is {uch good Order
in the Fumily, as well on my Miftrefs’s Part as
my Mafter’s, that every Servant, as well as I,
knows their Duty, and does it with Pluafure.  Se
much Evennefs, Sedatenefs, and Regularity, 1s
ebferved in all they injoin and cypueét, that it s
impofiible but it thould be fo. My Mafter is an
honeft worthy Man ; every body {peaks well of him,
My Miftrefs 1s a chearful {weee-temper’d Woman,
and rather heals Breaches than widens them.  And
the Children, after fuch Examplis, bebave to us
all, like one’s own Brothers and Sifters,  Who can
tut Jove fucha Family? I with, when it thall
pleal: God te put me in fuch a Station, that ¥
may carry myfelf juft as my Malter dees 5 and if 1
fhould ever marrv, have juft fuch a Wit as my
Miftrefs : And then, by God’s Elefing, I thad
be as happy as they are; and as you, Sir, and my
dear Mother, havealways been.  If any thing can
make me il happicer than I am. or continue wr
me my prefent Peliciry, 1t will Lo the Continuance
D2 o
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of yours, and my good Mother’s Prayers, for,
honour’d Sir and Madam,

Your ever dutiful Son,

LETTER XLL

Another from an Apprentice, where the Mafter
is too vemifs i. bis own Affairs.

Honoured Sir and Madam,

OU defire to know how I go on in my Bufi-

nefs. I muft needs fay, Very well in the
main ; for my Mafter leaves every thing, in a
manner, to me. I with he did not, for his own
fuke. For tho’ I hope he will never fuffer on the
Account of any wilful Remiflnefs or Negligence,
much lefs want of Fidclity, in me, yet his Affairs
do not go on fo well as if he was more in them,
and lefs at the Tavern. But it becomes not me
to reflet upon my Mafter, cfpecially as what 1
may write or fay on this Head, will rather expofe
his Failings, than do him Service ; for as it muft
be his Equals that fhould reprove him, fo all a
Servant can obferve to others will do more Harm
than Good to him. One Thing is at prefent in
my own Power ; and that is, to double my Dili-
gence, that his Family fuffer as little as poflible
by his Remiflnefs : And another, I hope, by
God’s Grace, will be ; and thatis, to avoid in my-
felf, when my Time comes, thefe Failings which
I fee fo blameable in him. And as this will be
benefiting properly by the Example (for that Bee
muft be worfe than a Drone, that cannot draw
Heney from a bitter as well as a fweet Flower)
fo it will give you the Pleafure of knowing that

your
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your good Inftrutions are not thrown away upon
me ; and that I am, and ever will be,

Your dutiful Son.

LETTER XLIL

To a Country Correfpondent, modeftly requefting
a Balance of dccounts between them.

S IR,

I Find myfelf conftrained by a prefent Exigence,

to beg you to balance the Account between us.
Tho’ Mactters have run into fome Length, yet
would I not have apply’d to-you, had I known
fo well how to anfwer my preffing Occafions any
other way. If it fuits you not to pay the Whole,
I beg, Sir, you will remit me as much towards it
as you can, without Prejudice to your other Af-
fairs, and it will extremely oblige

Yoursmoft bumble Servant

LETTER XLIIIL
In dnfwer to the preceding.

8 TR,
[ AM very glad T have it in my Power to fend
you now diretly, One hundred Pounds, on
Account between us, which 1 do by our Carrier,
who will pay vou in Specie. I will foon remit
you the Bulance of your whole Demand, and am
only torry, that I gave Occafion for this Applica-
tion for what is fo juftly your Due.  When I fend
you the reft, which will be in a few Days, if I
D3 am
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am not greatly difappointed, I will accompany it
with an Order, which will begin a new Debt; but
which I hope to be more punctual in difcharging,
than I have been in the laft. I am, very fincerely,

Your Friend and Sevvant,

LETTER XLIV.

A more preffing and angry Letter from a City
Dica’er on the jame Account.

Ar. Barret,

I A M forry your ill Ufage conftrains me to write
to you in the mott preffing manner. Canyou
think 1t is poffible to carry on Bufinefs after the
manner you aét by me? You know what Promifes
you have made me, and how from time to time
you have broke them, And can I depend upon
any new ones you make? If you ufe others as you
do me, how can you think of carrying on Bufinefs?
If you do not, what muft I think of 2 Man who
deals worfe with me, than he does with any body
elfe 7---If you think you may trefpafs more upon
me, than you can on others, this isa very bad Com-
pliment to my Prudence, or your own Gratitude,
For furely good Ufage thould be intitled to good
Ufage. 1 know how toallow for Difappcintments
as well as any Man; but can a Man be difappoint-
ed for ever?! Trade is fo dependent a'thing, you
"know, that it cannot be carried on without mu-
tual Punéuality.  Does not the Merchant expect
it from me, for thofe very Goods I fend you ? And
can I make a Return to him, without receiving it
from you? What End can it anfiver to give you
Two Years Credit, and then be at an Uncertainty,
for Goods which I fell at a2 fmall Profit, and have

not
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not Six Months Credit for myfelf? Indeed, Sir,
this will never do. I muft be more punctually
ufcd by you, or elfe muit deal as little punctually
with others ; and what then muift be the Confe-
quence {---In fhort, Sir, I enpect a handfome Pay-~
ment by the next Return, and Security for the
Remainder ; and fhall be very loth to take any
harfh Methods to procure thiy Juftice to myfelt,
my Family, and my own Creditors. Yor I am,
if it be not your own Fault,
Your faithful Fricnd and Servani.

LETTER XLV.
In Anfwer lo the preceding.
§ IR,

I MUST acknowledge I have not ufed you well,
and can give no better Anfwer to your juft Ex-
poftulations, than to fend you the inclofed Draught
tor 50/ which you will be plealed to carry to
my Credit ; and to affure you of more punctual
Treatment for the future. Your Letter is no bad
Leflon to me ; I have conn’d it often, and hope I
fhall improve by it. T am ready to give you my
Bond for the Remainder, which I will keep paying
every Manth fomething till ’tis all difcharged ; and
what I write to you for, in the Interim, fhall be
paid for on Receipt of the Goods. 'This, I hope,
Sir, will fatisfv vau for the prefent.  If I could do
better, I would ; but fhall be ftreighten’d to do
this : But I think, in Return for your Patience, I
cannot do lefs, to gonvince you, that I am now,
at laft, in Earneft. I beg you’ll continue to me
the fame good Ufage and Service I bave met with
from you hitherto. And that you’ll believe me to

be, unfeignedly,
Your obliged bumble Servant.
Dy LET-
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LETTER XLVL

9o a young Trader gemerally in a Hurry is
Bufinefs, advifing Method as well as Di-
ligence.

Dear Nephew,

T H E AffeGtion I have always borne you, as

well for your own fake, as for your late Fa-
ther’sand Mother’s, makes me give you the Trouble
of thefe Lines, which I hope you will receive as
kindly as I intend them.

I havelately cali’d upon you feveral times, and have
as often found you in an extraordinary Hurry ;
which I well know cannot be fometimes avoided ;
but, methinks, need not be always the Cafe, if
your Time were difpofed in regular and proper Pro-
portions to your Bufinefs. I have frequently had
Reafon to believe, that more than half the Flutter
which appears among Traders in general, is rather
the Effect of their Indolence, than their Induftry ;
however willing they are to have it thought other-
wife ; and I will give you one Inftance in Confir~
mation of this Opinion, in a Neighbour of mine.”

This Gentleman carried on for fome Years a
profitable Bufinefs; but indulging himfelf every
Evening in a Tavern Society or Club, which the
Promotion of Bufinefs (as is ufually the Cafe) gave
the firft Pretence for, he looked upon thofe En-
gagements as the natural Confequence of the Ap-
proach of Night; and drove on his Bufinefs in the
Day with Precipitation, that he might get thither
with the earlieft. He feldom kept very late Hours,
tho” he never came home foon.  The Night being
gone, and his Bottle empty’d, the Morning was
always wanted to difpel the Fumes of the Wine.

Who-
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Whoever therefore came to him before Nine, was:
defired to call again; and when he rofe, fo many
Matters waited for him, as direfly threw him into-
a Flutter; fo that from his Rifing till Dinner-
time, he feem’d in one continued Ferment. A
long Dinner-time he always allowed himfelf, in.
order to recover the Fatigues he had undergone;
and all his Table-talk was, How hcuvy his Bufi-
nefs lay upon him ! And what Pains he took in it}
The hearty Meal, and the Time he indulged him-
felf at Table, begot an Inappetency for any more
Bufinefs for that fhort Afternoon ; fo all that conld
be deferr’d, was put off to the next Morning ; and
lonz’d-for Evening approaching, he flies to his ufual
Solace : Empties his Bottle by Eleven: Comes
heme: Gets to Bed ; and is' invifible till next
Morning at Nine; and then rifing, enters upon
his ufual Hurry and Confufion.

Thus did his Life feem to thofe who faw him in
his Bufinefs, one conftant Scene of Fatigue, tho’
he fearce ever apply’d to it Four regular Hours in
any one Day. Whereas had Le rifen only at Seven
in the Morning, he would have got all his Bufi~
nefs under by Noon ; and thefe Two Hours, from
Scven to Nine, being before many People go abroad,
he would have met with no Interruption in his
Affairs ; but might have improved his Servants by
his own Example, dire€ted them in the Bufinefs of
the Day, have infpeéted his Books, written to his
Dealers, and put every thing in fo regular a Train,
for the reft of the Day, that whatever had occurr’d
afterwards, would rather have ferved to divert than
fatigue him.

And what, to cut my Story fhort, was the Up-
fhot of the Matter? Why, meeting with fome
Difappointments and Lofles, (as all Traders muft
expect, and ought to provide for) and his Cuftom-

Dgj ers
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ers not feeing him in his Shop fo much as they
expedted, and when there, always in a difobliging
petulant Hurry ; and moreover, Miftakes frequent-
ly happening through the Flurry into which he
put himfelf and every one about him; by thefe
means his Bufinefs dwindled away infenﬁbla/, and
not being able to go out of his ufual Courfe,
which helped to impair both his Capacity and Ar-
dor to Bufinefs, his Creditors began to look about
them, and he was compelled to enter into the
State of his Affairs ; and then had the Mortifica-
tion to find the Balance of 2000/, againft him.

"This was a fhocking Cafe to himfelf ; but more
to his Family ; for his Wife had lived, and his
Children had been educated, in fuch a manner, as
induced them to hope their Fortunes would be
fufficient to place them in a State of Independence.

In fhort, being obliged to quit a Bufinefs, he had
managed with fo little Prudence, his Friends got
him upon a charitable Foundation, which afforded
him bare Subfiftence for himfelf. His Children
were difperfed fome ome way and fome another,
into low Scenes of Life, and his Wife went home
to her Friends, to be fnubb'd and refleted on by
her own Family, for Faults not her own.

"This Example will afford feveral good Hints, to
a young Tradefinan, which are too obvious to need
expatiating upon. And as I dare fay, your Pru-
dence will keep you from the like Fault, you will
never have Reufon to reproach yourfelf on this
Score,  Butyet, as [ atways found you in a Hurry,
when T called upon you, I could not but give you
this Hint, for fear you fhould not rightly propor-
tion your Time to your Bufinefs, and left you
fhould fufpend to the next Hour, what you could
and ought to do in the prefenr, and fo did not
keep your Bufinefs properly under, Method is

every
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every thing in Bufinefs, next to Diligence, And
you will by falling into a regular one, always be
calm and unruffled, and have time to beftow in
your Shop with your Cuftomers ; the Female onc,
efpecially ; who always love to make a great many
Words in their Bargainings, and expe& to be hu=
mour’d and perfuaded : And how can any Man
find Time for this, if he prefers the Tavern to his.
Shop, and his Bed to his Bufinefs ? I know you will
take in good Part what I have written, becaufe you
are fenfible how much T am

Your traly affeftionate, S,

LETTER XLVIL

FErom a Son reduced by bis own Extravagance,
requefting bis Father’s Advice, on bis Inten-
tion to turn Player,

Henowred Sir,
F1"E R the many Qccafions I have given for
your Difpleafure, perinit me to atk your Advice
in an Affair which may render my whole Life com-
fortable or miferable. You know, Sir, to what a low

Ebb my Folly and Exaravagance have reduced me:

Y our generous Indulgence has made you ftrecsh your

Fower, to my Shame 1 fpeak it, even beyond the

Bounds which Wildem, and a necefisry Regard

to the :cft of your Family would permit ;5 there-

fore, Veanno: hope for further Affiftance from you.
sometning, however, I muft refolve upon to gain «

Muinicnance: And an Accident fell out Yefterday,,

vshich offers me, at [o ft, prefent Bread,

Mr, R.oh, Mafter of vne ot the Theatres, hap-
pened to dine at mv Uncle’s when { was there :

After Dinner, the Subjeét of Iuicoutie was, the

D6 A,
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Art of a Comedian: On which my Uncle took.
Occafion to mention the little Flights in that way
with which I have diverted myfelf in my gayer
Moments; and partly compelled me to give an
Inftance of my Abilities. Mr. Rich was pleafed to
declare his Approbation of my Manner and Voice;
and on being told my Circumftances, offer’d, at.
once to take me into his Company with an Allow--
ance fufficient for prefent Subfiftence, and addi--
tional Encouragement, as I fhould be found to
deferve it. Half a Benefit he promifed me the firft
Seafon ;5 which, by my (otherwife too) numerous
‘Acquaintaince might, [ believe, be turned to pretty-
good Account, [am notfond of this Life; but
fee no other Means of {upperting myfelf like a
Gentleman.  Your fpeedy Anfwer, will be ever
gratefully acknowledged:by, honoured Sir,

Your dutiful, the unhappy Sen..

LETTER XLVIIL

The Father's Anfwer, fetting forth the Incon-
weniencies and Digrace attending the Pro-
Selionof a Player..

Dear Gilbert,
I SHOULD be glad to have you in any Situa-

tion, which would afford you a comfortable and
reputable Subfiffence : But cannot think the Life
of a Stage-player proper for that End. You muft
eonfider, that tho’ in the gay Trappings of that
Employment a Man may reprefent a Gentleman,
yet none can be farther from that CharaQer if a
perpetual Dependence be the worft Kind of Ser-
vility.. In the firft Place, the Company you will
be in a manner obliged to keep, will be fuch as will
tend little to"the Improvement of your Mind, . or

Amend=
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Amendment of your Morals: To the Mafter of
the Company you lift in, you muft be obfequious
to a Degree of Slavery. Not one of an Audience:
that is able to Aifs, but you muft frar; and cach.
fingle Perfon you come to know perfonally, you
muft oblige on every Occafion that offers, to en-
page their Intereft at your Benefit. A Thought
the moft fhocking to a free and generous Mind !
And if to this you add the little Profit that will
attend making a low Figure on the Stage, and,
befides the Qualifications neceflary, the incredi-
ble Fatigue attending the Support of a good
Figure upon it you will eafily fee, that more
Credit, more Satisfa&ion, more Ezfc, and more
Profit, may be got in many other Stations, with-
out the mortifying Knowledge of being deem’d 2
Vagrant by the Laws. of your Country. 1 hope
this will be enough to diffuade you from farther
Thoughts of the Stage: And, in any other Eme
ployment, you may, yet, expect fome {mall Afift-
ance from.
Your loving Father.

LETTER XLIX.

90 a Brother too captious to bear himfelf the
Ridicule be pratiifes upon. others.

Dear Jack,

I A M glad to find you improve both in T hough?
and 8peech. Youknow I amno Witch ateither:
But fo as we have fome Wit in our Family, no
matter who is at the Trouble of carrying it for
what he’ll get by it. I fuppofe you thought to
give no fmall Pleafure to the Company laft Night
by your facetious Flings at all around you, not
excepting
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excepting the Parfon himfelf: But fhould you not
have confidered, that every one in the Room had
a Right to return the Freedom you took, in the
beft manner he was able ? Was it therefore well in
you to refent fo warmly as you did, a fmart Re-
mark made by Mr. Crifpe, on a palpable Blunder
of your own, when you had taken fo much Liber-
ty with him, as well as every body elfe, juft before !
Indeed, Brother, youmuft either lay afide Ridicule,
or learn to bear it better ; and in the prefent Cafe
you fhould have remember’d, that, in the manner
you began with that Gentleman, it was not poffi-
ble for him to fay any thing it would have been
your Credit to refent. A Retort on thefe Occa-
fions muft be excufed, tho’ fraught with Refent-
ment ; for a Man is not always in a Humour to
be jefted with, and it is the Duty of him who be-
gins, to take what follows. Yeour failing i this
known Rule ; whatever you may think, has made
you appear in {fo mean a Light to the whole Com-
pany, that all your Acutenefs will not in hafte
atone for it.

If I judge rightly, nothing is more delicate than
Ridicule : Where it is conducted with Prudence
and Humour, it is fure to pleafe even the Man
who is the Subjeét of it, if he is not of a morofe
Temper: Butwhen, inftead of that, perfonal Fail-
ings, or private Indifcretions, are expofed for the
Entertainment of a Company, tho’ you may think
to raife a Laugh by it in the Unrefle&ing, it will
bring upon you the Cenfure of the Confiderate. It
is our Duty to confult what we can bear ourfelves,
as well as what we can 2fli& on others, For m
own Part, I know I cannot bear what is called a
¢lofe Rub, as many Men can, and for that Reafon
I never jeft with any body, unlefs by way of Re-
prifal, and that I fhorten all I can, left my Tem-
per fhould not hold out, No
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Wo doubt but you have more Humour than I;
but if you do not blend in it a Quantity of Temper
fufficient to carry it off, you will be no Gainer by
the Qualification. The Philofopher fays, That to
Bear and Forbear, are the higheft Points of Wif-
dom : If fo, where is his Wifdom, who will nei-
ther do the one or the other? You may not like
the Freedom I have here taken ; but I refpeét you
too well to pafs over your Foibles without fome
Obfervation ; being

Your truly affeétionate Brother,

LETTER L.

To a Friend on his Recovery from @ dangerous
Lllnefs.
Dear Sir,

G IVE me Leave to mingle my Joy with that
of all your Friends and Relations, in the Re-
covery of your Health, and to join with them to
blefs God for continuing to your numerous Well-
wifhers the Benefit of your ufeful and valua-
ble Life. May God Almighty long preferve you
in Health, and profper all your Undertakings, for
the Good of your worthy Izamily, and the Pleafure
of all your Friends and Acquaintance, is the hearty

Prayer of, Sir,
Your faithful Friend, and humble Scrvant,

LETTER LL

On the fame Occafion.
Good Sir,
H AV E received with great Delight, the good
News of your Recovery from the dangerous Ill-
nefs with which it pleafed God to afflict you. 1

moft
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moft heartily cengratulate you and your good Lady
and Family upon it; and make it my Prayer,
That your late Indifpofition may be fucceeded by
fuch a Renewal of Health and Strength both of
Body and Mind, as may make your Life equally
happy to yourfelf, as it muft be to all who have
the Pleafure to know you. I could not help
giving you this Trouble, to teftify the Joy that
affe&ed my Heart on the Occafion; and to affure
you, that I am, with the greatelt Affection and
Refpeét, Sir, Your faithful humble Servant.

LETTER LIL
In Anfwer to the preceding.

Dear Sir,
I GIVE you many Thanks for your kind Con-

gratulations. My Return of Health will be
the greater Pleafure to me, if T can contribute in
any meafure to the Happinefs of my many good
Yriends; and, particularly, to that of yéu and
yours ; for I affure you, Sir, that no bodv can be
more than [ am, Your obliged bhumble Servant.

LETTER LI
Fo a young Lady, advifing her not to change

ber Guardians, nor to enconrage any ¢lan-

deftine Addrefs.

Dear Mifs,

HE Friendthip which Iong fubfifted betwesn
your prudent Mother and me, has always made
me attend to your Welfare with more than a com-

mon
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mon Concern : And I could net conceal my Sur-
prize at hearing, that you intend to remove the
Guardianfhip of yourfclf and Fortune, from the
Gentlemen to whom your tender Parents commit-
ted the Direion of both. Iam afraid, my Dear,
your Diffatisfadtion arifes more from fudden Dif-
tafte, than from mature Refle@ion. Mr. Fomes
and Mr. Pitt were long the intimate Fricnds and
Companions of your Father ; for morc than Thirty
Years, he hed experienc'd their Candor and Wif~
dom ; and it was theis Fitnefs for the Truft, that
induced him to leave you to. their Care ; and will
you refleét upon his Judgment ?

They are not les wife now, than when he
made his Will ; and if they happen to differ from
your Judgment in any thing of Moment, what
Room have you to fuppofe yourfelf better able to
judge " of the Confequences of what you defire,
than they. I do not undervalue your good Senfe,
and yet I muft tell you, that (the Difference of
Years confider’d, and their Knowledge of the
World, which yet you can know little of ) it would
he ftrange if they did-not know better than you,
what was proper for you ; and their Honefty was
never yet difputed. Upon thefe Confiderations,
who is moft probably to blame, fhould you happen
to difagree ! From fuch Men, ycu will never meet
more Reftraints than is neceffary for your Happi-
nefs and Intereft; for nothing that can injure yox
in any refpeét, can add to therr Advantage or Re-
putation. I have known feveral young Ladies of
your Age impatient of the leaft Controul, and
think hardly of every little Contradition ; but
when, by any unadvifed Step, they have releafed
themfelves, as they call it, from the Care of their
try’d Friends, how often have they had Caufe to
repent their Rafhnefs ? How (ldom do you lgea?:

thofe
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thofe Ladies, who have fubjeed themfelves to
what fome reckon the greateft Reftraings while
young, repent the Effeés of them when grown up?

To mention the fingle Article about which,
generally, thefe Differences arife, that of Marriage:
What good Fruitscan a Lady hope,from the infidious
Progrefs of a clandeftine Addrefs? A Man who
can be worth a Lady’s Acceptance, will never
be afhamed or afraid to appear openly. If he de-
ferves to fucceed, or is confcious that he does,
what need of concealing his Defigns from her
Friends ? Muft it not be with a View to get her
in his Power, and by fecuring a Place in her Af-
fe&tions, make her Weaknefs give Strength to Ais
Prefumption, and forward thofe Pretenfions that
be knew would otherwife be rejeéted with Scorn?

Let me tell you, mydear Mifs, that you neither
want Senfe nor Beauty ; and no young Gentleman
can be afhamed of being fnown toloveyou. Con-
fider this well, and defpife the Man who feeks the
Aid of back Doors, bribed Servants, and Garden-
walls, to get Accefs to your Perfon. If he had
not a meaner Opinion of your Underftanding than
he ought, he would not hope for Succefs from fuch
poor Methods. Let him fee then, how much he
1s miftaken, if he thinks you the giddy Girl his
clandeftine Conduét feems to call you. In time
advife with your try’d Friends. Truft no Servant
with Secrets you would not have known to your
Equals or Guardians ; and be fure ever to fhun a
fervile Confidant, who generally makes her Mar-
ket of her Miftrefs, and fells her to the higheft
Bidder.

I hope, dear Mifs, you will ferioufly refle@ upon
all I have faid, and excufe the well-meant Zeal of

Your fincere Friend,
LET-
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LETTER LIV.

From a Mother to ber Daughter, jealous of
her Hufbard,

Dcear Bet,

I A M forry to find you are grown jezlous of your

Hufband. *Tis a moft uneafy Paffion, and will
be fatal, not only to your prefent Quiet, but to
voor future Happinefs, and probably to that of
your Family, if you Indulge it,

You either have, or have wor Caufe for it. It
you have Cuufe, lool: into yourfelf and your own
Conlu&, to fee if you have not bé any Change of
Temper, or Difagreeablenefs of Behaviour, alie-
nated your Hufband’s Affettions 5 and if fo, fet
about amending both, in order to recover them :
for once he loved you, and you was f{atisfy’d he
did, above all your Sex, or you would not have
had him. If it be owing to his inconftant Temper,
that is indeed ‘unhappy ; but then, fo long as you
are clear of Blamu, o1 have nothing to reproach
yourfelf with : And as the Creatures wicked Men
follow, omit nothing to oblige them, you muft
try to avoid fuch uneafly and difturbing Refent-
ments, as will make you more and more diftafteful
to him. Shew him, that no guilty Wretch’s pre-
tended Love can be equal to your real one: Shew
him, that fuch Creatures fhall not out-do you in
an obliging Behaviour, and Swectnefs of Temper ;
and that, let him fly off from Ais Duty, if he will,
you will perfevere in yours. This Condu&t will,
if not immediately, in time, flath Conviltion in his
Face; He will fee what a Goodnefs he injures,
and will be foftened by your Softnefs.  But if yon

rake his Home uncafy to him, he will fly ’bf;th
foaf
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that and you : And to whom will he fly, “but, moft
probably, to one who will allow his Pleas, and
aggravate every thing againft you; who will fide
with him, inflame his Paffions, and thereby fecure
him to herfelf 7 And would yox contribute to fuch.
a Wretch’s Power over him, and furnith Oppor--
tunities for ber to trimmph over you? For while
you exafperate his Paffions, and harden his Mind
againft you, fhe will, by wicked Blandifhments,
fhew him how obliging fbe can be, and fo 2
Courfe of Life, that he would follow privately,
and’ by ftealth, as it were, he will more openly
purfue ; he will grow fhamelefsin it ; and, {o com-
mon is the Vice, more’s the Pity ! will find thofe
who will extenuate it for their own {akes, and
throw the Blame on the Violence of your Temper,
and fay, you drive him into thefe Exceffes. Thus
much I write, fuppofing you have Reafon ts
be jealous, 1 will write yet another Letter on this
important Subject. I hope they will have the
Weight intended them, by

Your ever indulgent Mother,

LETTER LV.
The fame Subjet continued.

Dear Bet,

HAT I wrote in my former, was on a Suppo~
fition that you had too much Reafon to be
uneafy at your Hufband’s Conduét.

I will now puriue the Subje&, and put the Cafe
that you have no Proof that he is guilty, but your
Surmizes, or, perhaps, the bufy /7%i/perings of offi-
cious Make-debates, In this Cafe, take care, my
Betfey, that you don’t, by theViolence of your Paf-

fions,,
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fions, precipitate him on the Courfe you dread, and
that you alienate not, by unjuft Sufpicions, his
Affettions from you ; for then perhaps he will be
ready indeed to place them fomewhere elfe, where
you may not fo cafily draw him off ; for he will,
may be, think, as to you (if he be devoid of fupe-
rior Conlfiderations) that he may as well deferve
your Sufpicions, as be tiezed with them without
deferving them.,

I -know it is a2 moft fhocking thing to a fober
young Woman, to think herfelf obliged to share
thofe Affections which ought to be all her own,
with a wile Proflitute, befides the Danger, which
15 not fimall, of being intirely circumvented in her
Hufband’s Love, and perhaps have only his Ju-
difference, if not Contempt, inftead of it.  But, my
Dear, at the worft, comfort yourfelf that youx are
not the guilty Perfon, for one Day he will, per-
Imps, fatally find his Error. And confider, be-
fides, my Betfey, that your Cafe, from an unfaith-
ful Hufband, is net near fo bad as his would be
from an unfaithful 277fe : For, Child, he cannot
make the Progeny ot a Baflard Race {ucceed to
his and your Eftate or Chattels, in Injury of your
lowful Ghildren.  If any fuch he fhould have, the
Law of the Land &rands them: Whereas a naughty
Eife often makes the Children of another Man,
Bleirs of her Hufband’s Eftate and Fortune, in In-
jury of -his ewn Children or Family. So, tho’ the
Crime may be cqual in o/her Refpeéis, yet this
makes the Injury of the Woman to the Man,
greater th'n Ais can be to her.

Thefe ['houghts I have thrown together, as they
occurred in two Letters, that I might not tire you
with a Length, that, yet, the important Subjeét re-
quired,  Let me briefly fum up the Contents,

It
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If he be guilty, try by Softnefs and kind Expos
ftulations to reclaim him, before the Vice be rooted
in him, If it be fo rooted, as that he cannot be
drawn off, you know not what God may do for
you, if you truft in Him, and take not upon your-
felf, by giving up your Mind to Violence, to be
your own Avenger. A fick Bed, a tender Conduét
inyou, & fore Difafter, (and who that lives, is not
liable to fuch ?) may give him to fee the Error of
his Ways, and thew him the Foulnefs of his Crime;
which your good Ufage will aggravate, upon his
fober Refleftion, with the no weak Addition of
Ingratitude to fo good a Wife. The FFrstch he has
chofen for aPartner in- his Guile, may, by her
fordid Ways, awake him, by her libidinous De-
portment, [atiate him, by her deteéted Commerce
with others (for fuch Creatures, having once given
themfelves up to Vice, know no Bounds) make
him abhor her : And then he will fee the Differ~
ence between fuch a one, and a chafte Wife, whofe
dnterefts are bound up in his own, and will admire

ou more than ever he did ; and you’ll have the
leafure, befides; in all Probability, of faving a Soul
that ftands in fo near a Relation to your own.

But if your Uneafinefs be owing to private Tales
bearers and bufy Intermeddlers ; take care, my Dear,
you are not made a Property of by fuch mifchievous
People. 'T'ake care that you make not your own
prefent Peacey and your future Gosd, and that of
your Family, and of hun your injur’d Hufband,
the Sacrifices to fuch pernicious Bufy-bodies. -

Confider, my Dear, all I have f3id, and God
blefs you with a Condu&t and Difcretion fuitable
to the Cccalion before you, and, at the worft, give
¥‘ou Comfort and Patience in your owwn Innocegce.

or fuch is this tranfitory Life, that all the I} or
Good we receive, will be foon over with us, and

then
4
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then the Punifhment of the former, and the Reward
of the latter, will make a/l Scores even, and what
is pajt uppear as nothing. Mean time 1 can but
pray for you: As, my dear Child, becomes

Your cver affectionate Mother.

LETTER LVL
From a tender Father to an ungracious Son.

Son John,

" AM under no fmall Concern, that your con-
tinued ill Coutfes give mc Occalion to write
this Letter to you, 1 was in hopes, that your
folemn Promifes of Amendment might have been.
better depended on 5 but I fee, to my great Mor-
tification, that all I have donc for you, and all I
have faid to you, is thrown away, ‘What can I
fay more than I have faid ? Yet, once more am 1
defirous to try what the Force of a Letter will do
with one who has not {uffer’d mere /72rds to have
any Effcét upon him,  Perhaps this remaining with
you, if you will now and then ferioufly perufe it,
may, in fome happy Moment, give you Reflection,
and by God’s Grage, bring on your Repentance and
Ainendment.

Conlfider then, I befeech you, in time, the Evil
of your Wavs, Make my Cafe your own; and
think, if you were to be Father of fuch a Son, how
his Aé&tions would grieve and afflid you. Butif
my Comfort has no Weight with you, confider,
my Son, how your prefent Courfes muit impair,
in'time, a good Conftitution, deftroy your Health,
and, moft probably, fhorten your Life.  Confider
that your Reputatizi is wounded, Ihope, not mﬁr—

tally,
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tally, 2s yet. That you will be ranked among the
Proftigate and Outcafts of the ‘World ; that ne
virtuous Man will keep you Company ; that every
one who has a Regard for his own Credit will thun
you ; and that you will be given up to the Society
of the worft and moff abandon’d of Men, when
you might be improved by the Examples of the Bef,
"I’hat no Family which values their own Honour,
and the Welfare of their Child, will fuffer your
Addrefles to a Daughter worthy of being fought
after for a Wife, fhould you incline to marry; and
that the worft of that Sex muft probably, in that
Cafe, fall to your Lot, which will make you
miferable in this World, when you mightbe happy,
Then, as to another World beyond this tranfitory
one, my Heart trembles for what moft probably
will be the Confequence to your poor Soul: For
the human Mind 1s feldom ar a flay ; if you do
not grow better, you will moit undoubtedly grow
worfe, and you may run into thofe Sins and Evils,
that you wow perhaps think yourfelf incapable of ;
as already you are a:rived at a Height of Folly and
Wickednefs, that once you would have thought
you could not have been guilty of. Don’t, my
dear Son, let your poor Mother and me have the
Mortification to think, that we have been the un-
happy Means of giving Life to.a Child of Perdition,
inftead of a Child of Glory ; that our beloved Son
with all the Pains we have taken to inftil good
Principles into his Mind, in hopes he would one
day prove a Credit and Comfort to his Family,
fhould, inftead of anfwering our longing Withes,
when at Age, take fuch contrary Courfes, as will
make us join to wifh he had never been born.
Confider, mydear Son, we don’t want any thing
of you but your own Good. We lived before you
were born.  You have been a great Expence to us
t0
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to bring you up to thefe Years. You cannot now
live without s, but we can without you. We
hope God will continue your Life to be ftill a fur-
sher Expence tous.  For all we live for, is our Chil-
drens Good. Let then the Difintereflednefs of our
Plea move you. Be but good to your/els, that is
all we require of you. Let us but have Reafon to
hope, that when we are dead and gone, you will
fupport our Name with Credit, and be no Burden
to your poor Sifters, nor Difgrace to our Memories.
Shew us that you are of a generous, not of a fordid
Nature ; and will probably fet yourfelf above fu-
ture Misfortunes by reclaiming in time, and then
we fhall be happy. As God has done his Part by
you, and given you Talents that every one cannot
boaft, let me beg you to confider only, how much
more noble it is to be in fuch a Situation as fhall
enable you to confer Benefits, than fuch an onc as
thall lay you under the poor Neceflity to reccios
them from others, and, perhaps, where they ought
to be leaft expected.

I have written a long Letter. The Subjed is
nect my Heart, and will excufe it. God give a
Blefling to it ! God give.you to fee the Error of
your Ways before it be too late, and before you
get fuch a Habit as you cannot alter if you would.
Let your poor Mother and Sifters look upon you
with Pleafure, rather than dpprebenfion, in cafe
God Almighty thould take me away from them :
Let them think of you as a Protecfor in my fteud,
rather than as an ingrateful Spoi/er among them ;
and you will then give Comfort to my Life, as Iong
as God fhall fpare it, and alleviate, inftead of aggra-
vate, the Pangs of my dying Hour, when God
thall fend it.

My dear, dear Son, I conjure you, by all our
paft Tendernefs and Affe¢tion for you, by our

E Hoper,
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"Hopes, and our Fears, from Infancy to Manheed,
-to think of all thefe Things; refle& upon-the
Tranfitorinefs of worldly Enjoyments, even when
better chofen than yoursare. Judge of the Plea-
fures you expet in your prefent Courfe, by the
Vanity of the paff; of your mext Affignations,
‘by the aching Head, and undelighted Heart, which
followed the /aff; and you willfind, that noSatif-
falion, which is not grounded on Virtue and So-
briety, can be durable, or worthy of a rational
Creature.

Your good Mother, who joins -her ‘Tears fo
often with mine, to deplore the fad Profpelt your
ill Courfes give us, joins alfo her Prayers to mine,
that this my laf Effort may be attended with
Succefs ; and that you will not let us intreat in
vain, Amen, Amen, fays

Your indulgent and afflicted Father.

LETTER LVIL
The Son’s dutiful Anfwer.

HHamoured Siry

I AM greatly affeCted with the tender -and
L moving Goodnefs expreffed iff your inddlgent
Letter. I am exceedingly forry, that all your
good Advice before has been fo caft away upon
ae, as to render this further Inftance of your pa-
ternal Affection neceflary. I amrrefolved inftantly
to fet about a Reformation, and to conform my-
felf intirely to your good Pleafure for the future ;
and I beg, Sir, the Continuance of yours, and my
good Mother’s Prayers to God, to enable me to
adhere to my prefent good Refolutions, I have fo
often promiled, and fo often broken my Word,

(rather
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(rather indeed thro’ the Stremgth of my Paffians,
than a Defign of Non-performance) that I think,
I ought now to give you fome Proof that I am in
earneft ; and what better can I give, than to aflure
you, that I will henceforth break myfclf from
the frothy Companions I ufed to take too much
Delight in, and whofe lewd Banters and Tempta-
tions have fo frequently fet afide my good Pur-
pofes ! You, Sir, for the future, fhall recommend
the Company proper for me to keep ; and I beg
you will chalk out for me the Paths in which yow
would have me tread, and, as much as poflible, I
will walk in them ; and when I have convinced
you of the Sincerity of my Reformation, I hope,
Sir, you and my honoured Mother, will reftore
me to your good Opinions, which it thall be my
conftant Study to deferve. I have already broke
with George Negus, who attempted to laugh me
out of my good Refolutions. And I beg Leave to
wait upon you for fuch a Space of Time as you
fhall think proper, in order to break myfelf from
the reft of my profligate Companions, and that I
may have the Benefit of your Advice and Dire~
&ion for my future Condu&. God continue long
(for the Benefit of us all) your Life and Health,,
and make me happy in contributing as much to
our future Comforts, as I have, by my paft
%Zxceﬂ'es, to your Trouble of Mind, is, and fhalk
always be, the Prayer of, Honoured Sir,

Your truly penitent and dutiful San.

E2 LETF-
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LETTER LVIIL

To a Friend, on Occafion of his not anfwering
bis Letters,

Dear Sir,

T is fo long fince I had the Favour of a Line

from you, that I am under great Apprehenfions
in relation to your Health and Welfare. I beg you,
Sir, to renew to me the Pleafure you ufed to give
me in your Correfpondence ; for I have written
three Letters to you before this, to which I have
~had no Anfwer, and am not confcious of having
any way difobliged you. If I have, I will moft
willingly afk your Pardon ; for nobody can be more
than 1 am,

Your affectionate and faithful Friend and Servant.

LETTER LIX.
In Anfwer to the preceding.

Dear Sir,

YOU have not, cannot difcblige me ; but I
have greatly difobliged myfelf, in my own
faulty Remiflnefs. I cannot account for it as I
ought. T'o fay I had Bufinefs one time, Company
another, was diftant from home a third, will be
but poor Excufes, for not anfwering one of your
kind Letters in four long Months. 1 therefore in-
genuoufly take Shame to myfelf, “and promife
tuture Amendment.  And that nothing fhall ever,
while T am able to hold a Pen, make me guilty of
the like Neglect to a Friend I love fo well, and
have
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have fo much Reafon fo to do. Forgive me then,
my good, my kind, iy generous Friend ; and be-
licve me ever,

Your highly obliged humble Servant,

LETTER LX.

From a Father 1o a Son, on bis Negligence in
bis Affairs,

Dcar Jemmy,

YOU cannot imagine what a Concern your Care-
leflnefs and indifferent Management of ycur
Affairs give me. Remiflnefs is inexcufable in all
Men, but in none fo much as in a Man of Bufinef,
the Soul of which is Induftry, Diligence, and
Punétuality.
Let me beg of vou to fhake off the idle Habits
ou have contracted 5 quit unprofitatle Compuny,
and unfeafonable Recreations, and apply to your
Compting-houfe with Dilizence. It'may not be
yet too late to retrieve your Affairs.  Infpet there-
tore your Gains, and caft up what Proportion they
bear to vour Expences ; and then fee which of the
latter you c¢aiz, and which you.cannot contract,
Confider, that when once a Man fuffers himfelf
to go backward in the World, it muft be an un-
common Spirit of Induftry that retrieves him, and
puts him forward again.

Refle&t, T befeech vou, before it be too late,
upon the Inconveniencies which an impoverifh’d
“T'rader is put to, for the Remainder of his Life;
which, toc, may happen to be the prime Part of it 3
the Indignities he is likely to fuffer from thofe
whofc Money he has unthinkingly fquander’d; the

E 3 Con-
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Contempt he will meet with from all, not exgept.
ing the idle Companions of his Folly ; the Injuftice
he does his Family, in depriving his Children, not
only of the Power of raifing themfelves, but of
living tolerably; and how, on the contrary, from
being born to a creditable Expectation, he finks
them into the loweft Clafs of Mankind, and ex-
pofes them to the moft dangerous Temptations.
What has not fuch a Father to anfwer for! ami
all this for the fake of indulging himfelf in an idle,
a carelefs, a thoughtlefs Habit, that cannot afford
the leaft SatisfaCtion, beyond the prefent Hour, if
in that ; and which muft be attended with deep
Remorfe, when he comes to refleét.  Think feri-
oufly of thefe Things, and in time refolve on fuch
2 Courfe as may bring Credit to your'elf, Juftice to
all you deal with, Pe:ce and Pleafure to your own
Mind, Comfort toyour Family ; and which will
give at the fame time the bigheft Satisfattion to

Your careful and loving Father.

LETTER LXI
The Sow’s grateful Anfwer.

Honoured Sir,

Return ﬁou my fincere Thanks for your fea-
fonable Reproof and Advice. I have indeed too
nuch indulged myfelf in an idle carelefs Habit,
ind had alreadIy begun to feel the evil Confequences
f it, when I received your Letter, in the Infults
f 2 Creditor or two from whom I expeéted kinder
Freatment. But indeed they wanted but their
wn, fo I could only blame myfelf, who had
sought their rough Ufage upon me.  Your Let-
er: came fo feafonably upon this, that | hope it will
not
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not want the defired Effet; and as I thank God
it is not yet too late, I am refolved to takeanother
Courfe with myfelfand my Aftairs, that I may avoid .
the ill Confequences you fo judicioufly forewarn me
of, and give to my Family and Friends the Plea-~
fure.they fo well deferve at my Hands ; and particu--
larly that Satisfadtion to fo.good a Father, which-

s owing to him, by ) )
His mof? dutifid Son.

LETTER LXIL

A young Woman in Town to ber Sifier in thé
Country, recovating ber narrow Efcape from.
a Snare laid for ber on ber fir} Arrival, by,
4 wicked Procurefs,

Dear Sifter,
X7 E have often, by our goed Mothéer, been.
* warned againft the Dangers that would too
probably attend us on coming to London ; tho’ I”
muft own, her Admonitions had not always the -
Weight I am now convinced they deferved.

I have had a Deliverance from fuch a Snare, as I
never could have believed would have been laid for -
a Perfon free from all Thought of Ill, or been fo'
near fucceeding upon one fo ftrongly on, her Guard
as I imagined myfelf: And thus, my dear Sifter,
the Matter happened :

Returhing, on Tuefday, from feeing my Coulin ;
Atkins, in Cheapfide, 1 was over-taken by an elderly
Gentlewomanof a fober and creditable Appearance,
who walked by my Side fome little time before
fhe fpoke to me; and then guefling, (by my afking
the Wame of the Street) that I was a Stranger to

Eg the-
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the Town, fhe very courteoufly began a Difcourfe
with me, and after fome other Talk, and Queftions
about my Country, and the like, defired to know
if I did not come to Town with a Defign of going
into fome genteel Place? I told her, If I could meet
with a Place to my Mind, to wait upon a fingle
Lady, I fhould be very willing to embrace it. She
faid, I look’d like a creditable, fober and modeft
Body, and at that very time fhe knew one of
the beft Gentlewomen that ever lived, who wasin
great Want of a Maid to attend upon her own
Perfon, and that if {(he liked me, and 1 her, it
would be a lucky Incident for us both.

I exprefled myfelf thankfully, and fhe was o
very much in my Intereft, as to intreat me to go,_
inftantly to the Lady, left fhe fthould be provided,
andacquaint her I wasrecommended by Mis. Fones,
not doubting, as fhe faid, but, on Inquiry, my
Charaéter would anfwer my Appearance, - _

As that you know was partly my View in com-
ing to Town, I thought this a happy Incident, and
determined not to lofe the Opportunity ; and fo,
according to the Dire&ion fhe gave me, I went to
inquire for Mrs, C---— in F---x’s Court, Fleer-

rect.  The Neighbourhood look’d genteel, and
I foon found the Houfe. I afked for Mrs, C----- 5
the came to me, drefs’d in a fplendid Manner ; I
told her what I came about; the immediately de-
fired me to walk into the Parlour, which was ele-
gantly furnithed ; and after afking me feveral Que-
ftions, with my Anfwers to which fhe feem’d very
well pleafed, a Servant foon brought in a Bowl of
warm Liquor, which the called Negus, confifting of
Wine, Water, Orange, ¢, which, fhe faid, was for
aFriend or two fhe expeQed prefently ; but as I was
warm with walking, fhe would have me drink fome
of it, telling me it was a pleafant innocent Liquor,
and
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and fhe always ufed her waiting Maids, as fhe did
herfelf. I thought this was very kind and con-
defcending, and being warm and thirfty, and the
encouraging me, I took a pretty free }')raught of
ity and thought it very pleafant, as it really wus.
She made me fit down by her, faying, Pride was
not her Talent, and that the thould always indulge
me in like manner, if T behaved well, when fhe
had not Company : and then flightly afked what I
could do, and the Wages I required? With my
Anfwers fhe feemed well fatisfied, and granted the
Woages I afked, without any Offer of Abatement.

And then I rofe up, in order to take my Leave,
telling Ler I would, any Day fhe pleafed, of the
enfuing Weck, bring my Cloaths, and wait upon
her,

She faid, that her own Maid being gone away,
fhe was in the utmoft Want of ancther, and would
take it kindly, if T would ftay with her till next
Day, becaufe {he was to bave fome Ladies to pafs
the Evening with her. T faid this would be pretty
inconvenient to me, but as the was {o {icuated, I
would oblige her, after I kud been with my Aunt,
and acquainted her withit. To this fhe reply’d,
that there was no manner of Occafion for that, be-
caufe fhe could fend the ook for what I wanted,
who could, at the fame time, tell my Aunt how
Matters fieod.

I thought this looked a little odd 5 -but fhe did it
with fo much Civility, and feemed fo pleafed with
her new Maid, that I {carccly knew how to with-
ftand her: But the Apprehenfion I had of my
Aunt’s Ancer fer not afking her Avvice, in what
fo nearly concerned me, made me inuft upon going,
though I could perceive Difpleafure in her Coun-
tenance when fhe faw me reiolv’d.

Es
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She then ply’d me very clofe with the Liquor,
which fhe again faid was inriocent and weak § but
T believe it was far otherwife § for my Head beﬁan
to turn round, and my Stomach felt a little dif-
ordered. I intreated the Favour of her to permit
me to g6, on a firm Promife’of returning imme-
diately ; but then, my new Miftrefs began to raife
her Voice a little, affuring me I thould-on no Ac=
count, ftir out of her Houfe. She {eft the Room,
ina fort of a Pet, but faid the would fend theCook
to take my Direétions'to my Aunt; and T heard
her take the Key out of the outward Door.

This alarmed me very much; and, in the In-
ftant of my Surprize, a-young Gentlewoman en-
tered the Parlour, drefs’d in white Sattin, and every
way genteel ; fhe fat down in a Chair next me,
Jooked earneftly at'me a while, and feemed going
to fpcak feveral times, ‘but did not. At length
fhe rofe from her Chair, ‘bolted the Patlour-door,
and, breaking into a Flood of Tears, exprefs’d her-
felf as follows:

¢¢ Dear young Woman, I cannot tell you the
¢ Pain ] feel on your Atcount ; and from an In-
¢¢ clination to ferve you, I'run-a Hazard of in-
¢¢ volving myfelf in greater Mifery than I haveyet
“¢ experienced, if that can be. ‘But my Heart is yet
*¢ too-honeft to-draw others, as I am defir’d to do,
¢ into aSnare which I havefallen into myfelf, You
¢ grenow'in as notorious a Brothel, as is in Lon-
*¢ doiz :-And if you efcape not in a few Hours, you
“¢ are inevitably undone. I was-once as innocent
‘¢ asTyou now feem tobe. ‘No-Apprehenfion you
*¢ canbe under for your Virtue, but I felt as much:
¢ My Name was as unfpotted, and my Heart as
“ unvers’d in Ill, when I firft entered thefe guilty
“ Dcors, whither I was fent on 2n-Errand, much
¢sJike'what I underftand has brought you hither. I

¢ was
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¢¢ was by Force detained the whole Night, as you
‘¢ are defigned to be, was robbed of my Virtue;
¢¢ and knowing I fhould hardly be forgiven by my
¢¢ Friends for flaying out without their Know-
¢ ledge; and in the Morning being at a Lofs, all in
¢ Confufion as I was, what to do, before I could
¢¢ refolve on any thing, I was obliged to repeat my
¢ Guilt, and had hardly Time aﬂ%rded me to re-
¢ fle€t on its fatal Confequences. My Liberty I
“¢intreated-to no Purpofe, and my Grief ferved for
<< the cruel Sport of all around me. In fhort, I
¢ have been now fo lang confined, that 1 am
¢ athamed to appear among my Friends and Ac-
¢ quaintance. In this dreadful Situation, I have
¢¢ been perplexed with the hateful Importunities of
44 different Men every Day ; and tho’ I long re-
<¢fifted to my utmoft, yet downright Force never
¢¢ failed to overcome. Thus in a thameful Round
¢¢ of Guilt and Horror, have I lingered out Ten
¢ Months ; fubje&t to more Miferies than Tongue
¢¢ can exprefs, The fame fad Lot is intended you,
¢ nor will it be eafy to thun it : However, as I can-
¢¢ not well be more miferable than 1 am, Iwill afift
¢“you what I can ; and not, as the wretched Prfo-
“curefs hopes, contribute to make you as.unhappy

¢ as myfelf. >~
You may guefs at the Terror that feized my
Heart, on this fad Story, and my own Danger ;
I trembled in every Joint, nor was I able to fpeak
for fome time; at laft, in the beft Manner I could,
4 thanked my unhappy new Friend, and begg’d the
weuld.kindly give me the Affiftance fhe offered
which fhe did ; for the firlt Gentleman that came
to the Door, fhe ftept up herfelf for theKey to let
shim in, which the wretched Procurefs gave her,
and I took that Opportunity, as fhe direfted, to
run out of theToule, anc;: t'hgtt in fo much Hurr;;
2nd
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and Confufion, as to leave my Hood, Fan, and
Gloves behind me.

I told my Aunt every Circumflance of my
Danger and Efcape, and received a fevere Repri-
mand for my following fo inconfiderately, in fo
wicked a Town as this, the Direftion of an intire
Stranger.

I am fure, Sifter, you rejoice with me for my
Deliverance. And this Accident may ferve to
teach us to be upon our Guard for the future, as
well againft the viler Part of our own Sex, as that
of the other, Iam, dear Sifter,

Your truly affectionate Sifter.

N. B. 'This thocking Story is taken from the Mouth of
the young Woman herfelf, who fo narrowly efcaped
ihe Snare of the vile Procarefs; and is Faét in every
Circumftance. '

LETTER LXIIL

Y0 a Daughter in a Country Town, who en-
courages the Addrefs of a Subaltern {A Cafe
too frequent in Couniry Places].

Dear Petfy,
H AVE bzen under the deepeft Afi&ion ever
fince I heard of your encouraging thg Addrefles
of a Soldier, swhether Serjeant or Corporal, I know
xlljot; who happens to quarter next Door to yous
ncte.
What, my dear Child, can you propofe by fuch
a Match? Is his Pay fufficient to maintain himfelf?
If it be, will it be fuff.cient for the Support of a
Famil;?
Confider,
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Conlfider, there will be no Opportunity for yox to
increafe his poor Income, but by fuch Means as
will be very grating for you to fubmit to! Wil}
your Hands be capable of enduring the Fatigues of
a Wath-tub, for your Maintenance? Or, will
following a Camp fyit your Inclinations ! Think
well of the certain Mifery that muft attend your
making {uch a Choice.

Look round at the Wives of all his Fellow-fol-
diers, and mark their Appearance at their Homes,
and in Publick. Is their abje¢t Condition to be
coveted? Do you fee any thing defirable in Poverty
and Rags? And, as to the Man for whom you
muft endure all this, he may poffibly indeed be
poffeffed of Honefty, and a Defire to do his beft
for you, at leaft you may think fo; but is it proba-
ble he will? For if he be wife and induftrious, how
came he to prefer a Life fo mean and contempt-
ible? If he was bred to any Trade, why did he
defert it?

Be cautious of ruthing yourfelf into Ruin, and
as I am not able to maintain you and a young Fa-
mily, do not throw yourfelf upon the uncertain
Charity of well-difpofed People 5 who are already
vaftly encumbered by the Miferable. I hope you
will not thus rafhly increafe the unhappy Number
of fuch; but will give due Attention to what I
have faid ; for I can have no View, but that of dif-
charging the Duty of

Your loving Father,

LET-
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LETTE-R LXIV.

Of : Expofiulation - from a grave Friend 1o 4
young Man, on- bis [flighting and irreverem
Bebaviour to-bis Father.

Dear Sir,

I. T A K E the Freedom: of a brief Expoftulation
“with you on your Behaviour to your Father ;
and Ihope you will receive it from me, with the
fame Good-will, that I mean it.

HisIndulgence to you formerly, certainly claims
better,Returns .on your -Part, altho’ it fhould be
allow’d, as you fondly imagine, that his Affection
to you is alienated. There may be fomething of
Petulancy in him, which you ought to bear with ;
for one time or other you may be convinced by Ex-
perience, that Age itfelf has its infuperable Affli-
¢tions, that require the Allowance of every one ;
and more particularly of fuch who hope to live a
Jong Life themfelves, and ftill more particularly. of
2 Son, whofe high Paffions, requirg, perhaps, at
leaft .as smuch Allowance. He may . be petulant ;
but .are you not fiery and impetuons? And I would
fain know, whether yox ought to bear with him,
ot he with you ?

*Tis a very groundlefs Surmife to think his Af-
feftions are alienated from you. A Father muff
lexe his Son. Hecannot help it. And is it cre-
dible even to yourfelf, on cool Reflexion, that the
#ame good Man who was wont to be delighted with
your childith Vanities and Foibles, (for we have all
had them more or lefs) and even indulged and per-
haps cherifhed thofe youthful Forwardneffes, that
might be called the Seeds of thofe Pafions, which

now,
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now, being fprung up, give him fo much Difturb-
ance, and make you fo impatient of Contradi&ion :
Can you, I fay, believe that this fame good Man,
without Reafon, without Provocation, can change
that Love into Hate?

You are grown to Man’s Eftate, and tho’ far
from the ungracious Sons, that we have feen in the
World, yet ought net to be fo partial to yourfelf,
as to believe yeu are wholly faultlefs. Examine
Zour own Condué then, and altho’ you fhould not

e able to charge your Intention with any Blame,
yet you muft leave your Behawiour to.be judg’d by
others ; and ’twill perhaps be given againft you,
that fome Slight, fome Negligence, fome Inatten-
tion, if not wosfe, too cutting for a Father’s Cares
and Fondnefs to fupport, has efcaped you, Then
wenfider, Sir, what a grievous thing i1t muft be to
dim to refle@, that this Behaviour of yours, may
be but the gradual Confequence of his former In-
dulgence to you, and that he is defervedly punith-
«ed, for not rooting up in your childifh Days thofe
Weeds which now fpread to his Uneafinefs. But
let me tell you, Sir, that it ought to be a more fad
Refleétion to a confiderate young Gentleman, that
he is to be the Inftrument to punith his fond Fa-
‘ther’s faulty Indulgence to himfelf. -

I have been a diligent Obferver of the Difpenfa-
iions of Providence in this refpect, and have always
feen the Sin of Undutifulnefs to Parents punifhed
in Kind, more than any one Sin, I have feen the
Son of the undutiful -Son, revenging the Caufe of
‘his Grandfather ; and at the fame time, intail’d.a
LCurfe upon #is Son, if.he has not been taken off
childlefs, who, in his Turn, has retorted the un-
gracious Behaviour 3 and thus a Curfe has been in-
tail’d by Defcent upoa.the Family, from one Ge-
peration to another,

You'B
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You'll fay, that your Behaviour to your Fathtr
is not, you hope, of fuch an atrocious Nature, as
to be attended with fuch terrible Confequences ;
and perhaps will add, that you do not wifh for a
better Behaviour from your Son, than you fhew to
your Father. But if this be not Partiality to your-
felf, pray confider, that while your Father takes
your prefent Conduét in fo ill Part, and you ufe fo
little Circumf{pe&ion to avoid giving him Difguft,
and have fo little Complaifance, as not to fet him
right 3 the thing is full as tormenting to him from
the Appearaace, as if it were real; nav, ’tis real
to him, if Le belzeves fo.

He thinks, and let me tell you, Sir, he thinks
juftly, that he ought to expect as much Deference
to hzs Will and Pleafure now, as he has heretofore
fhewn you Indulgence, even in thofe things that
now perhaps you are fo unkind to fuffer to turn
fevereft upon him., I would not recriminate: But
it was with very little Reverence, and indeed.with
an Air as cenfurctic as the Z2ords, that you told
him, in my Hearing, that he knew not what he
would have : That he expected you to be more ac-
countable at this” Age, than when you Wwere 2
Child, &c. Why, dear Sir, dses your being of
Age, leflen the Duty you owe to your Father ? Are
not his Cares for you allowably doubled, and ought
he not now to exp#& fram your good Senfe, and
more mature Undertanding (improved, us it is to
be hoped, by the £ducation he has, at a zreat Ex-
pence, given vou) greater Proofs of Daty, rather
than /¢/s 2 He may forget, perhaps what he was
at your Age, as yciirreverently told him; but how
much mere lauduble would it be, for you, at yours,
to enter into what you would naturally expet from
your Senywere you in the Plice, and at the Age, of
your Father, A generous Mind will do its Duty,

tho’
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tho’ it were not to meet with fuitable Rewards or
Returns; for even fhould your Father not do his
by you, youare not abfolved of yours to bim; much
lefs then, ought the natural, the confequential, In-
firmities of Az¢, to diffolve the Duty of a Son to
an indulgent Parent.

Be convinced, my dear Sir, of your wrong Con-~
duét, and don’t think it beneath the high Spirit of
a brave young Gentleman, to fubmit to the Will
of hiz Father, By your Dutifulnefs and Circum-
fpection you may, in all Probability, add to the
Number as well as the Comfort of /15 Iays to whem
you owe your Being. But whar a Woe does that
%;oung Man bring upon himfelf who robs his aged

arent in both refpeés | It behoves all Children to
reflect upon this timely, and with Awe.

On how many Occafions has he heretofore re-
joiced to me, on, even, the fmalleft Openings and
Dawnings of your Mindand Genius! How has he
dwelt on your Praifes on even fuppofed Beauties,
which have appeared fuch to his fond and partial
Tendernefs only! How has he extenuated your
Failings, connived at your Faults, and extolled and
brought forward into ftrong Light, even the re-
motcit Appearance of Virtue in you. Such was
always, and fuch, notwithftanding the Intermixtures
of Aze and Infirmity, and even of your continued
Slights and Impatience, always 1w0ill be, the Inftances
of his paternal Affetion for you. AndI will ven-
ture to fay, that even this very Petulance, as you
think it, is a Demonftration of his Regard for you,
however difagreeable it may be to you, fince he
loves you too well to be infenfible to thofe Parts of
your Behaviour, which he thinks are owing to
Slight or Negligence.

T have exceeded the Bounds I intended when I

beran, and would rather leave to your natural cood
Senfe,
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Senfe, and cooler Refle®tion, what I have already,
urged, than tire you teo much, with what might
SHll farther be added on this Occafion. But the:
Affeétion and Friendthip I have for all your Fa-.
mily, and the leng Intimacy I have had with your.
good Father (who, however, knows nothing of,
my. writing) and the evil Confequences that may
follow a wider-Breach between you, will anfwer.
for my Intention, and, I hope, for my Freedom,,
which I’ll take upon me to fay, Iexpeé? from your,
Candor and Education, being.
Your fincere Friend to ferve you,

LETTER LXV.

Againft too great a Love of Singing and.
" Mufick,

Dzar Coufisi, .
I; A M fure you have the good Senfe to take kindly
what I am going to mention to you, in which]
can have no poflible View but your %eneﬁt. When
you were laft with me at Hertford, you much ob-
liged us all, with the Inftances you gave us of your
Skill in Mufick, and your good Voice. But as you
are fo young a Man, and feem to be fo very much
pleafed yourfelf with thefe Acquirements, I muft.
enter a Caution or two on this Score, becaufe of
the Confequences that may follow from top much.
Delight in thefe Amufements, which, while they
arg purfued as Amufements only, may be fafe and.
innocent ; but when they take up too much of 2.
Man’s Time, may be not a little pernicious. '
In the firft place, my dear Coufin, thefe Plea--
fures of Sound, may take you off from the more
defirable ones of .Senfe, and mgke your Delights.
ftop
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ftop at the Ear, which fhould go deeper, and be
placed in the Underf?anding. For whenever a chear~
ful Singer is in Company, adieu to all Converfa-
tion of an improving or intelleGual Nature.

In the fecond place, it may expofe you to Com-
pany, and that not the ¢/ and me/? eligible ncither;
and by which your Bufinefs and your other mere
ufeful Studies, may be greatly if not wholly negleét-
ed, and very poflibly your Health itfelf much im-~
paired. ’

In the third place, it may tend, for fo it natu-
rally does, to enervate the Mind, and make you
haunt mufical Societies, Operas and Concerts ; and
what Glory is it to a Gentleman if he were even
a fine Performer, that he can ftrike a String, touch
a Key, or fing a Song with the Grace and Com-
mand of a hired Mufician?

Fourthly, Mufick, to arrive atany tolerable Pro-
ficiency in'it, takes up much Time, and requires fo
much Application, as leaves but little Room, and,
what is worfe, when delighted in, little fuclination
for other Improvements: And as Life is a fbort
‘Stage, where longef?, furely the moft precious Mo~
ments of it, ought to be better imploy’d, than in
fo Lght and airy an Amufement. The Time of
Youth will be foon over, and that is the Time of
laying the Foundation of more folid Studies. The
Mind, as wel as the Bady, will become ftiff by
Years, and unfufceptible of thafe Improvemenge,
that cannot be attained, but in particular Periods of
it: And, once an airy Delight engages the Faculties,
a Habit is formed ; and nothing but great Struggle,
and abfolute Neceffity, if that will do it, can fhake
it off. One Part of Life is for Jmprovement, that
is Youth 5 another Part is for turning that Improve-
ment to folid Benefits to one’s Self, one’s Family, or

Acquaintance ; that is the middle Part; aneéher
dart
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Part carries a Retrofpeé to a future Eftate @ And
fhall we lofe the Time of Improvement, whichcan
never come again ; forfeit all the Benefits of it, in
our Middle-Iife, and embitter our future Profpes,
as well mundane as eternal, with RefleCtions on our
paft Negle@ of Opportunities that never can be
recalled ¢ And 2ll for what? Why, only to be
deemed for eight or tcn empty Years of Life, a gocd
Companion, as the Phrafe is:---"T'ho’, perhaps, a
bad Hufband, a bad Father, a bad Friend, and, of
courfe, a bad Man !

Some there are, who divide Life into four Stages
or Opportunities, He, they fay, who is not hand-
fome by Twenty, firang by Thirty, wife by Forty,
rich by Fifty, will never be either handfome, firong,
wife, or rich. And this, generally fpeaking, is a
good and improving Obfervation ; which fhould
teach us, as we go along, to make a right Ufe of
thofe Periods of Life, which may be proper Entrances
for us into a ftill' more important one than that
behind it, ’

I have but lightly touched on thefe weizhty
Points, becaufe I know you have good Senfe enough
to improve as much from Hints, asothers can from
tedious Leftures, And when I have repeated, that
I am far from diffuading you from thefe Amufe-
ments while they are reftrained to due Bounds, and
are regarded as Amufementsonly 5 1 know you will
think me, what I alivays defire to be thought, and
what I truly am,

Your affettionate Uncle,

and fincere Friend.

LET-
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LETTER LXVL

From a Daughter to ber Father, pleading for
ber Siftery who bad marvied without bis
Confent,

Honoursd Sir,
T HE kind Indulgence you have always thewn

to your Children, makes me prefume to be-
come an Advocate for my Siffer, tho’ not for her
Fault. She is very fenfible of thar, and forry fhe
has offended you; but has great hopes, that Mr.
Robinfon will prove fuch a careful and loving Huf-
band to her, as may atone for his paft Wildnefs,
and engage your Forgivenefs. For all your Chil-
dren arc fenfible of your paternal Kindnefs, and
that you with their Good more for their fakes,
than yorr swn.

This makes it the more wicked to offend fo
good a Father: But, dear Sir, be pleafed to con-
fider, that it now cannot be helped, and that fhe
may be made by your Difpleafure very miferable in
her own Cheice ; and as his Faults are owing to the
Inconfideration of Youth, or otherwife it would
not have been a very difcreditable Match, had it
had your Approbation ; I could humbly hope, for
my poor Sifter’s fake, that you will be pleafed rather
to encourage his prefent good Refolutions, by your
kind Favour, than make him defpair of a Recon-
ciliation, and fo perhaps treat her with a Negligence,
which hitherto fhe is not apprehenfive of.  For he
is really very fond of her, and I hope will continue
fo. Yet is the dejedted for her Fault to you, and
wifhes, yet dreads, to have your Leave to throw

herfelf at your Fect, to beg your Fergivenefs and
5 Blefling,
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Bleffing, which would make the poor dear Offens
der quite happy.

Pardon, Sir, ‘my iaterpofing in her Favour, in
which my Hufband alfo joins. She is my Sifter,
-She is your Daughter ; tho’ fhe has not done fo
worthily as I wifh, to become that Charaler, Be
pleafed, Sir, to forgive her, however; and alfo
torgive me, pleading for her. 'Who am,

Your ever-dutiful Daughter.

LETTER LXVIL
The Father’s Anfwer.

My dear Nanny,

YO U muft believe that your Sifter’s unadvifed

& Marriage, which fhe muft know would be
‘difagreeable to me, gives me no fmall Cencern;
and yet 1 will affure you that it arifes more from
my Affetion for her, than any other Confidera-
‘tion. In her Education I took all the Pains and
Care my Circumftances would admit, and often
flattered myfelf with the Hope that the happy
Fruits of it would be made appear in her prudent
‘Conduc&t., What {he has now done is not wzczous, but
indifereet 5 for, you muft remember, that 1 have
often declared in her Hearing, that the wild Affer-
tion of a Rake making a good Hufband, was the
moft dangerous Opinion a young Woman could
imbibe.

I will not, however, in Pity to her, point out
the many Ills T am afraid will attend her Rafh-
nefs, becaufe it is done, and cannot be helped 5 but
with the may be happier than I ever faw a Wo-
man who leap’d fo fatal a Precipice.

Her Hufband has this Morning been with me
for her Fortune ; and it was with much Tem&e;

1
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T ¢old him, Thatas all the could hope for was wholly
at-my Difpofal, I fhould-difburfe it in fucha man-
ner as I thought would moft contribute-to her Ad-
vantage ; and that, as he was a Stranger to-me, I
fhould chufe to know hedeferved it, before he had
the Power over-what I intended to do for her. He
bit his Lip, and, with a hafty Step, was my humble
Servant.

Tellthe rafh Girl, that I would not have her to be
affliCted at this Behaviour in me; for I know it
will contribute to her Advantage one way or other:
If he married her for her own fake, fhe will find
no Alteration of Behaviour from this Difappoint-
ment: But if he married only for her Afoney, ‘fhe
will foon be glad to find it in my Poffeffion, rather
than his.

Your Interpofition in her Behalf is very /iferly:
And you fee I have not the Refentment fhe might
expeét. But would to God fhe had alted with your
Prudence ! For her own fake I with'it. I am

Your loving Father,

LETTER LXVIIL
To a Brother, againft making bis Wife and
Children the confiant Subjetl of his Praife and
Conver/ation.

Dear Brother,

T H E Love I have-always had for you, and an
Unwillingnefs I find in myfelf to fay any thing
that may put you to Confufion, has made me take
this Method of acquainting you with a fmal! In-
difcretion T have often obferved in you, and which
I perceive gradually to gain Ground as your Fax;nly
increafes. What
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What T mean, is an immoderate Inclination te
make your Spoufe, and your Children, the Sub-
ic of Difcourfe where-ever you are. Imagine
not that any Pique or Diflike draws this from
me: My Sifter, I think, is poffefled of as many
valuable’ Qualities as moft of her Sex; and all
your Children are very promifing. Nowonder then,
that this View makes a very deep Impreflion upon
fo tender a Heart as yours ; and the Fondnefs of a
Hufband, and of a Father, is what muft make you
efteemed by all who confider the many Advan-
tages arifing from thence to Pofterity. Buta Mind
full of Affe&ion for what is fo dear to himfelf,
ftands in need of the utmoft Care, to keep what con-
cerns only /Jimfe/l/', from employing too much the
Attention of others : What affe@s you moft fenfi-
bly upon this Subje&t, is, even by your Friends,
heard rather with an Ear of Cenfure than Applaufe:
And what the tender Bias of a Father {wells in
your Conception to the moft witty Repartee, by
an Eardeftitute of that Bias, founds neither witty,
nor uncommon ; and you canmot mortify many
Men more, than by dragzing out an unwilling .7,
very pretty indeed, Sir : A charming Boy ! or, Such
a Saying was far above his Years, truly. Which
kind of yawning Applaufe, is fometimes, by your
Attentton being ftrongly fixed to your Story, mif-
taken for Approbation, and you thereupon launch
out farther upon the fame Subje&, when your
Hearers are {carce able to conceal their Inattention.
Befides, don’t you confider, that another Man may
have as great Fondnefs for Ais, as you have for
yours ; and while your Children are the wittieft, the
beautifulleft, the hepefulleft in England, do you
not tacitly refle€t upon every other Man’s Children
in the Company?

To
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To me, I grant you full Libex:lgy to fay whatever
%}ou pleafe; nay, feveral little Tricks you tell of

atty and Tommy are agreeable enough to me, and
fome I think even entertaining ; but to others, have
a clofe Guard upon ¥our(slt’, left when you try to
get your Children admired, you fhould get your-
Jelf defpifed. Let you and e, as Father and Uncle,
keep all their little Whimfies to ourfelves; for as
Strangers fhare not in the Afection and Expence at-
tending them, why thould they partake in the En-
tertainment they afford? )

I hope my conftant Behaviour has convinced you
of my fincere Regard for your Intereft and Repu-
tation : What I have faid, T mean for veur Benefit -
And you know me too well, to think otherwife
of ’

Your tenderly affeétionate Brother,

LETTER LXIX.

From a Fatber to a Dauglter, in Dilike of bew
Intentions to inarry al too early an Age.

Deqar Sally,

WAS greatly furprifed at the Letter you fent
me laft Week. I was willing to believe I faw

in you, for your Years, {usnuch of your late dear
Mother’s Temper, Prudence, and virtuous Difpo-
fition, that I refufed feveral advantageous Offers
of changing my own Condition, purely for your
fake: And will you now convince me fo early,
that I have no Return to expet from you, but
that the Moment a young Fellow throws himfelf
in your way, you have nothix3g elfe to do, but‘_to
give me Notice to provide }"P ortune for you? for
th.t
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that you intend to be of no further Ufe and Ser-
vice to me, This, in plain Englifh, is the Meaning
of your Notification. For I fuppofe your young
Man does not intend to marry you, without a
Fortune, And can you then think, thata Father has
nothing to do, but to confer Benefits on his Chil-
dren, without being intitled to expect any Return
from them?

"To be fure, I had propofed, at a proper Time, to
find a Hufband for you; but I thought I had yet
three or four Years to come. For, confider, Sally,
X](\)Iu are not fully Sixteen Years of Age: -And a

ife, believe me, ought to have fome better Qua-
lifications, than an agreeable Perfon to preferve a
Hufband’s Efteen, tho’ it often is enough to a#trasd
a Lover’s Notice. i

Have you Experience enough, think you, dif-
creetly to conduét the Affairs of a Family? I
thought you as yet not quite capable to manage my
Houfe; and I'am fure, my Judgment always took
a Bias in your Favour,

Befides, let me tell you, I have great Exceptions
to the Perfon, and think bim by no means the
Man I would chufe for your Hutband. For which,
if it be not too late, T will give good Reafons,

On the whole, you muft expeé, if you marry
without my Confent, tolive without my Afiftance.
Think it not hard: Your Difappointment cannot
begreater than mine, if you will proceed. I have
never ufedviolent Meafyres to you onany Occafion,
and fhall not on this. But yet I earneftly hope you
will not hurry yourfelf to Deftruétion, and me
perhaps to the Grave, by an A&ion which a little
Confideration may fo eafily prevent, Iam

Your afflited Father.
LET-
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LETTER LXX.

Erom a Fatber to a Daughter againft a frothy,
French Lover.

Dear Polly,
I CANNOT fay I look upon Mr, La Farriere

in the fame favourable Light thit you feem to
do. His frothy Behaviour may divert well enough
as an Acquaintance ; but is very unanfwerable, [
think, to the Charadter of a Hufband, efpecially an
© Englyp Hutband, which I take to bea gruver Cha-
raéter than a French one,  There is a Diterence in
thefe gay Gentlemen, whilethey ffiive topleafe, and
when they expect to be obliged.  In all Men this is
too apparent: But in thofe of a light Turn it is
- more vifible than in others. If after Marriage his
prefent T'emper fhould continue, when yoz are a
cateful Mother, be will look more like a Son than
a Hufband: If entering into the World fhould
change his Difpofition, expeét no Medium ; he will
be the moft infipid Mortal you ¢an imagine ; if his
Spirits thould be depreiled by the Accidents of Life,
he is fuch a Stranger to Reflection, (the beft Coun~
fellor of the Wiie) that from thence he will be un~
able to draw Relief.  And Adveriicy to fuch Men
is the more intolerable, as their Depertment is
fuited only to the Smiles of Succefs.

He dances well 5 writes very indifferently: Is an
Artift at Cards; but cannot caft Aeconies - Under-
{tands all the Laws of Cloncr 5 but ot one of the
Land - Bas thewn great Skill in the Imprevement
of his Perfon; vet none at all, that I hear, of his
Eftate : And the™ he makes 2 geed Fizure in Com-

F 2 parz, ¢
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pany, has never yet ftudied the Art ofliving at Home:
He fings weli 3 but knows nothing of Bufinefs : He
bas long acted the Purt of a Lover; but may nct
find the fame Variety and Entertainment in acting
the Hufband : Is very gallant 5 butinay not be over
affectionate : And is fo tender of hiwflf, that he
will have little Time to indulge any body elfe.----
"Thefe, Child, are my Sentiments of him ;  you
are not wholly ignorant of the World : I defire to
guidz, not to jarce, your Inclinations ; and hope your
calm Reafon will banifh all farther Thoughts of this
Gentleman, who, however you may like him for
a Partner at a Ball, feems not fo well qualified for
a Journey through the various Trials, from which
no Staticn can exempt the married State. 1am

Your affectionate Father,

LETTER LXXL

A modeft Lover defiring an Aunt’s Favour to
ber Niece.

Good Madam,

HAVE feveral times, that I have been happy

in the Company of your beloved Niece, thought
to have {poken my Mind, and to deciare to her
the true Value and Affeltion T have for her. But
juft as I have been about to fpeak, my Fears have
vanquifh’d my Hopes, and I have been obliged to
fufpend my Purpofe. I have thrown out feveral
Hints, that I thought would have led the way to a
fuller difclofing of the Secret that is too big for
my Breaft, and yet, when I am near her, is too im-
portant for Utterance. Will you be fo good, Ma-
dam, to break way for me, if I am not wholly dif-

approved
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approved of by you ; and prepare he. dear. Mind
for a Declaration that I muft make, dnd yet know
not how to begin ?----My Fortune and Expecta-
tions make me hope, that I may not on thofe
Accounts be deenicd unworthy: And could I, by
half a Line from your Hand, hope, that there 1s
no other Bar, I fhould be enabled to build on fo de-
firable a2 Foundation, and to let your Niece know,
how much my Happinefs depends upon her Favour.
Excufe, dear Madam, I befeech you, this Trouble,
and this prefumptuous Requeft, from

Your moft obliged and cbedient Servant,

LETTER LXXIL

The Aunt’s Anfwer, [fuppofing the Gentleman
deferves Encouragemeint.

S IR,
I CANNOT fayI have any Diflike, as tomy

own part, to your Propofal, or your Manner of
making it, whatever my Niece may have: becaufe
Diffidence is generally the Companion of Merit,
and a T'oken of Refpeét: She is a Perfon of Pru-
dence, and all her Friends are fo throughly con-
vinced of it, that her Choice will have the Weight
it deferves with us all : So I cannot fay, what will
be the Event of your Declaration to her.  Yet, fo
far as I may take upon myfelf to 'do, I will not
deny your Requeft; but on her Return to me to~
morrow will break the Ice as you defire, not doubt-
ing your Honour, and the gincerity of your Pro-
feffions ; and I fhall tell her moreover what I think
of the Advances you make. I believe the has had
the Prudence to keep her Heart intirely difengaged,
becaufe the would otherwife have told me: And

I‘3 Is
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is not {o mean-fpirited, 2s to be able to returh
Tyranny and Infult for trué Value, when fhe is
properly convinced of it. Whoever has the Happi~
nefs (permit me, tho” her Relation, to call it fo)
to meet with her Favour, will find this her Chara-
&er, and that it is not owing to the fond Partia-
ity of -8ir, Your Friend and Servant.

LETTER LXXIIL

The Anfwer, f[uppofing the Gentleman is not
approved.
S IR,
" H AV E intimated your Requeft to my Niece,
who thinks herfeif obliged to your good Opinion
of her : But begs that you will give over all
Thoughts of applying to her on this Sutj:&. She
fays fhe can by no means encourage your Addrefs.
It is better therefore to know this at firft, becaufe
it will fave her and yourfelf farther Trouble. 1
am, Sir, - Xour bumble Servant.

LETTER LXXIV,
From a refpeciful Lover to bis Miftrefs,

Diar Xiadam, ,
T HAVE leng flruggled with the moft honour-
able and refpo&tful Paffion that ever filled the
Heart of Man. I hzve often try’d to reveal it per-
fonally ; as often in this way ; but never till now
could prevail upon my Fears and Doubts. But I
can no longer ftruggle with a Secret that has given
me fo much Torture to keep, and yet hitherto
more, when I have endeavoured to reveal it, I
never entertain the Hope to fee you, without Rap=~
ture 3
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ture ; but when I have that Pleafure, inftead of be-
ing animated as 1 ought, T am utterly confounded.
What can this be owing to, but a Diffidence in
myfelf, and an exalted Opinion of your Worthi-.
nefs 2 And is not this one ftrong Token of ardent
Love! Yet if it be, how various is the tormenting
Paffion in its Operations ! Since fome it infpires
with Courage, while others it deprives of all ne-
ceffary Confidence. I can only affure you, Madam,
that the Heart of Man never conceived a ftronger
or fincerer Paffion than mine for you. If my Re-
verence for you is my Crime, I am fure 1t has
been my fufficient Punifhment. I neednot fay my
Defigns and Motives are honourable : Who dare ap-
proach fo much virtuous Excellence, witha Suppo-
fition that fuch an Affurance is neceflary ? Whatmy
Fortune is, is well known, and I am ready to
ftand the Teft of the ftriCeft Inquiry. Condefcend,
Madam, to embolden my refpeétful Paffion, by
one favourable Line; that if what I here profefs,
and hope further to have an Opportunity to affure
you of, be found to be unqueftionable Truth, then
my humble Addrefs will not quite be unaccept-
able to you; and thus you will for ever oblige,
dear Madam,

Your paffionate Admiver, and devoted Servant:
>

LETTER LXXV,
The Anfwer.

§ TR,
IF Modefty be the greateft Glory of sur Scx,

furely it cannot be blame-worthy in yours. For
my own part, I muit think it the moft amiable
Quality either Man or VWoman can pofiefs, Norcan.
there be, in my Opinion, a true Refpedt, -wl‘lere
A there.
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there is not -a Diffidence of one’s own Merit, and
an high Opinion of the Perfon’s we efteem.

To fay more, on this Occafion, would little be-
comeme. To fay Ik, would leok as if T knew
not how to pay that Pegard to modeft Ment,
which medef: Merit onfy deflerves.

You, Sir, beft know your ewn FHeart; and if
vou zre fincere and generous, will receive as you
ought, this Franknefs from
: Your bumble Servant.

LETTER LXXVL
A bumorous Epiftle of neighbourly Occurrences
and News, to a Bottle-Companion abroad,
Dear Bob,

I AM glad to Lear you’re in the Land of the
Living ftill.  Xou expe&t from me an Account

of what has happen’d among your old Acquaint-
ance fince you have bzen abroad. I will give
it you, and, ‘ating that two or three Years al-
ways make valt Alterations in mature Life, you
would be furpris’d at the Havock and Changes
that fmall Space of Time has made in the Circle
of our Acquaintance. To begin then with my-
felf : T have had the Misfortune to lofe my Son
Fo; and my Daughter 7udy is marry’d, and has.
brought mre another Fo. ‘Fack Kid of the Foun-
tain, where we kept our Club, has loft his Wife,
who was a fpecial %ar-keeper, got his Maid Prife,
with Child----- vou remember the Slut, by her
mincing Airs---marry’d her, and is broke: But
not till he had, with his horrid Stum, poifon’d
half the Society. We began to complain of his
Wine, you know, before you left us; and I told
him he fhould let #s have Neat, who drank our
Gallons,
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Gallons, if he was honeft to bimfelf'; and, if he
was to regard Confcience as well as Intereft, muft
do lefs Harm by difpenfing ‘ his Rats-bane” to thofe
who drank Pints, than to thofe honeft Fellows
who {wallow’d Galons, and, in fo handfome a Dofe
of the one, muft take a too large Quantity of the
other: But the Dog was incorrigible ; for he went
on brewing and poifoning, till he kill’d his beft
€uftomers, and then what could he expet?

Why what follow’d ; for, truly, Beb, we began’
to tumble like rotten Sheep, Asthus: The Dance
was begun by that feafan’d Sinner Zin:. Brackley,
the Hdlflpmt Man, who was always {otting by
himfelf, with his ZZhets in the Morning, his Cor—
rc"[z‘zw: after Dinner, and Lzm/%s at Night, and.
at lalt tipt off of one of the KltChCh-bCilChCS i’
an Apoplexy. “Tis true he was not of our Club
tho” we might have taken Warcing by bis Fall, as
the Saying is 5 but vrerc above it. So the Rot got
apong us 3 and firft, honeft laughing Fack 4
kick’d up of a Fever. Tom P(z*zfiy tell- into a
Jaundice and ioplh, and when his Doctors faid
he was mending, {lipt thro® their Fingers, in fpite
of their Art and Aflurance. Rorer Harman, the
Punfter, then tipt oft the Perch, after very littie
Warning : And was follow’d ina Week bv Arthur
SME: Pn/p/J Arkyns bid us Good-bve In a few
Months after him.  And Bew, Tomlpis, who, vou
\xmunber, wouidld never mo home fober, tumbled:
down Stuivs, and broke his Collar-hone, His Yar~
£ tanl Inm firft, a Feoor ne\t, then his Dofor
and then, a it were of courf, Dearh - A natural
Round encuzh, }ou M Ly, /)/// His VWidow made
& handfome Hurial for p"’OI‘Bt’L ; took on grievoudlv,
Lnd in Five Woeels ramried her joumcg man,
Femmy Eawkins was a’long Gime ailing, veo wounid
not lcave off 5 {v he dy’d, as one may fay, “of a more

F iitural
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natural Deoth,  Ralph Rawlins fell fick, after =
large Dofe; and had fo narrow an Efcape, that he
was frighten’d into a Regimen ; and now drinks
Affes Milk of another Complexion than that which
gave him his Malady; and between Phyfick and
the Hyp, ferves for a Memento Mori to others, and
neither lives nor dies himfelf.  While boneft Capt.
Tinker, who vwas deep gone in a Confumption, is
in very litile better Cafe: And if any thing fuves
bim, and me, and the reft of our once numerous.
Society, it will be the Bankruptey of our worthy
Landlord ; for that has quit:broke us up.

So much for the Club, Bob. Now to the Neigh-
bourhood about us, that you and I knew next beft.

Ferry Fenkyns, the prim Mercer, has had a Sta-
tute taken out acainft him, and 5s. in the Pound
is all the Refulr of his pragmatical Fluttering.
Dan, Focock the Dizaper has had an Eftate left him,
and quitted Bulnefs: While Sam. Siupfon the
Grocer h: Ioil -one in Law, and gone mad upon
it. See, Bob, the Ups and Downs of this tranfitory
State | Harry Barl:w the Turkcy Merchant has
left off to Lis Nephew, and now pines for want of
Employment. Fofbua I71/%cms the Cheefemonger,.
a flrange projelting Fellow, you know | is carried
out of his Shop into a Sponging-houfe by his own
Maggors.  Foin Fomes the Croanift is married to
Sykes’s Daughter Pegey, who proves an arrant
Shrew, and has broke about his Fead hisbeft Gre-
mona Fiddle, in the Sight of hait a dozen Neign-
bours. "The Wife of Fob Foinon, our Sword-
catler, has elop’d from him. = You know they al-
ways liv’ like Dogand Cat.  Paul Lane’s Daugh-
ter Po/l has hod a Baftard by ’Squire Wilfon's
Coachman ; and the ’Squire’s own Daughter Mifs
Nelly has run away with her Father’s Poftilion,
Dick Fenkyns, that vile Rake and Beau, is turn’d

(S Py S
w\:.d[u,/ ks
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Quaker 3 and that {till greater Libertine, Peter
Mottram, Methodif? : W hile old Satan, to make
up his Lofs in thefe two, has {ubdued i/l 7Fgley,
and Zom . Allen, who you know ufed to be very
kapeful young Fellows, and are now Rakes of the
Town. Tony Williams 1 had like to have forgot.
He has cheated all our Expe&ations, having efcaped
the Gallows, and dy’d a natural Death, after a
hundred Rogueries, every one of which deferved:
Hanging, ‘

Parfon Matthews goes on preaching and living
excellently, and has ftill as many Admirers as
Hearers, but no Preferment: While old clumfy
Parfon Dromedary is made a Dean, and has Hopes,
by his Sifter’s means, who is a Favourite of a certain.
great Man, to be a Bithop.

As to News. of a publick Nature, the Papers,
which no doubt you fee, in the monthly Colle-
&tions at leaft,. will inform you beft of that. By
them however you’ll find very little Judgment to
be form’d of our Affuirs or our Minifters, as to
the one being, or the other doing, right or wrong.
For while fome are made as black as Devils on one
Side, they are made as w/hiic as Angelson the other,
They never did one good thing, fays the Enemy.
They ncver did one bad one, fays the Friend. For
my own part, I think, confidering the undoubted
Truth of the Maxim Fumanym et errare, and how
much eafier it is to find a Fault than to mend one,
the Gentlemen in the Adminiftration will be well
off, if the Publick will middl: the Matter between
the two Extremes, Mean time cne Side goes
on, accufing without Adercy 5 the other, acquiiring
without 8hame. Tis the Bulinefs of ore Sot of
Papers to befpaiter and throw Dirt; and of the
ether to follow after them, with a Serabbing-bru/b
and a Difb-clout ;. And affrer, all---the ohe bedaubs

6 1o
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fo plentifully, and the other wipes off fo Sflovendy,
that, let me be hang’d, Bob, if I’d appear on
*Change with the Coat on my Back that a cer-
tain great Man ftalks. about in, without Con-
cern, when thefe Dazclers and Scowerers have done
their wor/? and their &¢/ upon it. But ’tis a great
Matter to be #/ed to fuch a Coat. Anda great
Happinefs, I'll warrant, your IVamefake thinks
it, that with all this Rulding and Scrubbing, it does
not appear threadbare yet, aiter twenty Y ears Wear,
and a hundred People trying to pick Holes in.it.

But I have done with my NWews and my Poli-
ticks, in which I was ever but a Dabbler; and
having written a terrible long Letter, and given
you, as it were, the World in Miniature, think it
time to clofe it ; which I fhall do with wifhing,
that now our poifoning Landlord Kidd is broke
and gone, you were among us your old Friendsnow-
and-then, to enliven us with your chearful Pipe,
as you ufed to do in the Days of Yore, when we
were all alive and merry.  And with this hearty
With, I cenclude myfelf, dear Bof,

Your old Bottle-Companicn, and bumble Servant.

LETTER LXXVIL

Prom a Nephew to bis Aunt, on his flow Pros
grefs in a Courtfhip Affair.

Dear Aunt,

HAVE made my Addrefles, in the beft man-
ner I can, to Mifs Dawley, but have not the
Jeaft Room to boaft of my Succefs : The Aceount
you gaveme of her good Senfe, and many uncom-
mon Qualifications, will not pexmit me to arraign

her
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her Conduét; and the good Opinion I have long

entertained of myfelf, makes me very flow in
blaming my own. I would have obey’d your
Orders to write to you fooner, but knew not
what to fay ; and by waiting till I began to fear
you would think me neglizgent, I am in no better
Condition, T firft declared my Regard for her in
a manner I thought moft {uitable for that Purpofe.
She very encouragingly made me no Anfwer; and
when I fpoke again upon theSubjeét, fhe afk’d how
you did, and was glad to hear you were well. Be-
ing put out of my Play, I talk’d of indifferent
Things a good while, and at laft fell again upon the
Reafon of my attending her. She order’d the Cloth
to belaid, and complaifantly hoped I would ftay Sup-

per. I had no more Opportunity for that time.
Two Daysafter, I repeated my Vilit. She receiv-
ed meat firlt politely ; but when I began to refume
the Subje&t I came upon, fhe rung for the Maid,
and bad her put on the Tea-kettle. About fix
Vifits pafled before I could obtain one Word to my
Bufinefs : And the firft Thing fhe anfwer’d upon
that Head was, That Length of Time was necef-
fary to the making of an Acquaintance that muit
not be either blufhed at, or repented of : This fhe
fpoke with fuch an Air of Gravity, as put what I
would have reply’d, quite out of my Head. Yet
next Vifit I began again. T told her how happy I
fhould think myfelf, if I could be encouraged to
hope for the fmalleft Share of her Favour. But
the made me fuch an odd Anfwer, as plainly
demonftrated to me, that I had more of her Con-
tempt than Approbation. This made me as earnc{t
as fhe, to wave the Subjedt; and fo we went on
upon the Weather, for a whole Week before; and
when we had done that, we talk’d Politicks: And
Admiral /ernony and Lord Catheart’s Expeditior.,
and
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and the like Stuff, . took Place. So that, in {hort,
after Two Months Study how to accomplifh the
Happines you pointed out for me, I find myfelf
not one fingle Step advanced ; for wben I' {ee her
now, we both talk with feeming Satisfaction, on
any Subjet where Love has no Part: but when
that is introduced, 21l her eafy Eloquence finks:
into Referve,
I would not determine to give up my Addrefs, be-

fore I had 5 our farther Advice : In hopes of which-
Iam,

Honoured Madam, your dutiful Nephew.-

LETTER LXXVIIL

The Auni’s Anfwer, encouraging bim 1o
perfevere,

Nephew Robert,

Thought you had been better acquainted with:
the Art of Love, than to be fo eafily out of
Heart. That fuch a Lady as Mifs Dawl/ey has not
forbid your Vifits, let me tell you, is Encourage-
ment as much as you ought to expect. She is a
Lady of fine Senfe, and has had the Advantaze of
as fine an Education ; and you muft not expecta
Lady of her Prudence and Merit, will be won by
gencral Compliments; or that her Affeéion will be
moved by the Notion of a fudden and precipitate Paf~
fion. Her Judgment muft be firft touch’d 5 for the
views Marrage as a ferious Thing : By it her Mo-
ther was made happy, and her Sifterundone. I in-
join the Continuation of your Addrefles; for amore
deferving Lady than Mifs, does not live. And be
fure, at leaft, to be more ambitious of appearing a.
Man of Senfe, than a Lever., When the latter is
accepted on account of the former, the Lady

does
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does Credit to her Choice.  You young Fellows
have fuch Notions of a Nine-days Courtfhip, that
if it were indulged by all Women, none would,
in a fhort time, be thought obliging, who did not
make Modefty fubmit to Paffion, and Difcretion
to Compliment. I defire to hear from you again
a Month hence ; aud am, in the mean time,

Your cjjectionate Hunt..

LETTER LXXIX.

A Gentlemanto a Lady, profefing an Averfion
to the tedious Forms of Court/bip.

Dear Madam,

Remember that one of the Ancients, in de-
fcribing a Youth in Love, fays he has neither
Wifdom enough to {peak, nor to hold his Tongue..
If this be ajuﬁ Defeription, the Sincerity of | my
Paffion will admit of no Difpute : And whenever,
in your Company, I hchave like a Fool, forget
not that you are anfwerable for my Incapacity.
Having made bold to declare thus much, I muft
prefume to fay, that a favourable Reception of
this will, I am certain, make me more worthy
your Notice ; but your Difdain would he what I
belicve myfelf incapable ever to furmount. To
try by idle Fallucizs, and 2 airy Comeliments, to pre-
vailon your Judgment, isa Folly for any Man to
attempt who knows you. No. Madam, your
good Senic and I‘ndowmcnrx have raifed you far
above the Necellity of pradt J"lg the mean Artifices

which prevail upon the lefs doierving of your Sex:
You are not to be fo lightly dece ived ; und if you
were, give me lzave to {ay, "I fhould 1ot think you
uefervmg,



P12 Familiar LET TERS o1 the

deferving of the Trouble that would attend fuch
an Attempt.

This, I muft own, i no fafhionable Letter from
one who, I am fure, loves up to the greateft Hero of
Romance: But as I would hope that the Happinefs
I fue for, thould be lafting, it is certainly moft:
eligible to take no Step. to procure it but what
will bear Refle&ion 3 for I fhould be happy to fee
you mine, when we Imve both out-lived the Tafte
for every thing that has not Virtue and Reafon.ta
fupport it. I'am, Madam, notwithftanding this
unpolifh’d Addref,

P
Yourmoftsefpectful Admirer, and obedient Servans,

LETTER LXXX.

The Lady's Anfwer, encouraging a farther
Declaration,

S TR,

I AM very Iittle in Love with the fathionabl®

Methods of Courtfhip : Sincerity with me is
preferable to Compliments ; yet I fee no Reafon
why common Decency fhould be difcarded.
There is fomething {o odd in your Stvle, that
when I know whether you are in’ Jeft or Earneft, T
fhall be lefs at a Iofs to anfwer you. Mean time,
as there is abundant Room for rifing, rather thun
finkinz, in your Complaifance, you may pcfiibly
L.ve chofen wifely to begin firft at the loweft
End. Tf this be the Cafe, I know not what vour
fucceeding Addrefles may produce : But I ¢ell Jyou
fairly, that your prefent make no great Impreffion,
yet perhaps as much as you intended, on

Your Lsslle Servant.

LET-
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LETTER LXXXL

The Gentleman’s Reply, more explicitly avow=
ing bis Paffion.

Deareft Madam,

NOW I have the Hope of being not more

defpifed for my acknowledg’d Affettion, I
declare to you, with all the Sincerity of aMan of
Honour, that I have long had a moft fincerePaflion
for you; but I have feen Gentlemen led fuch
Dunces, when thzy have given up their Affections
to the levely Tyrants of their Hearts, and could
not help themfelves, that I had no Courage to
begin an Addrefs in the ufual Forms, even to you,
of whofe good Senfe and Gencrolicy 1 had never-
thelefs a great Cpinion. You have favoured me
with a few Lines, which I meft humbly thank you
for. And I do affure you, Madum, if you will
be pleafed to encourage my humble Suit, you
thall have fo juft an Account of my Circumftances
and Pretenfions, asI hope will intitle me to your
Favour in the honourable Light, in whichI profefs
myfelf, dear Madam,

Your moff obliged and faithful Admirer.
Be fo good as to favour me with one Line

morc, to encourage my perfonal Attendance,
if not difagrecable,

LEF-
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LETTER LXXXIL

The Lady's Anfwer to bis Reply, putting the
Matter on a fudden Iffuc.

S TR,

S we are both fo well inclined to avoid un-
neceflary Trouble, as well as unneceffary
Compliments, I think proper to acquaint you,
That Mr. Fohnfon, of Pallmall, has the Manage-
ment of all my Affairs ; and is a Man of fuch Pro-
bity and Honour, that I do nothing in any Matters
without him. I have no Diflike to your Perfon ;
and if you approve of what Mr. Fohufon can
acquaint you with, in relation to me, and I ap-
prove of his Repert in your Faveur, I fhall be
far from fhewing any Gentleman, that I have either
an infolent or a fordid Spirit, efpecially to fuch.
as do me the Honour of their good Opinion.

Iam, Sir,
Your humble Servant,

LETTER LXXXIIIL

A facetions young Lady to ber Aunt, ridiculing
ber ferious Lover.

Dear Aunt,
AM much obliged to you for the Kindnefs

you intended me, in recommending Mr. Lead-
beater to me for a2 Hufband: But I muft be fo free
as to teil you, he is a Man no way fuited to my
Inclinztion. 1 defpife, ’tis true, the idle Rants of
Romarce ; but 2m inclinable to thank there may

be an Lxtrene on the other Side of the Queftion.
The
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The firflt time the honeft Man came to {z= me,
in the way you was pleafed to put into his Head,
was one Sunday after Sermon time : He bezan
with telling me, what I found at my Fingers-
ends ; that it was very cold, and politely blow’d
upon huis. I immediately perceived, that his Paf-
fion for me could not keep him warm ; and in
Complhiifance to your Recommendation, con-
ducted him to the Fire-fide. After he had pret-
ty well rubbed Heat into his Hands, he ftood
up with his Back to the Fire, and with his Hand
behind him, held up his Coat, that he might be
warm all over 3 and looking about him, afked with
the Tranquillity of a Man a Twelve-month mar-
ried, and juft come off a Journey, How all Friends
did in the Country ! I faid, I hoped, very well 5
tut would be glad to warm my Fingers. Cry
Mercy, Madam ! ---- And then he fhuffled a
little further from the Fire, and after two or three
Hems, and a long Paufe----

I have heard, faid he, a moft excellent Sermon
juft now : Dr. Thomas is a fine Man truly : Did
you ever hear him, Madam? No, Sir, I gene-
rally go to my own Parith-Church., That’s
right, Madam, to be fure : What was your Sub-
jectto-day? ‘Fhe Pharifee and the Publican, Sir.
A very good one truly 5 Dr. Thomas would have
made fine Work upon that Subjeét. His Text to-
day was, Lwvil Cammunications corrupt good Man-
uers. A good Subject, Sir; I doubt not the Docter
made a fine Difcourfe upon it. O, ay,Madam, he
can’t make a bad one upon any Subject. I rung
for the Tea-kettle ; for, thought I, we fhall have
all the Heads of the Sermon immediately.

At Tea he gave me anAccount of all thereligious
Societies, unatk’d ; and how many Boys they had
put out "Prentice, and Girls they had taughi to

{nit
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knit and fing Pfalms. To all which I gave 2
Nod of Approbation, and was juft able to fay, (for
I began to be horribly in the Vapours) It was a
very. excellent Charity. 0, ay, Madam, faid he
again, (for that’s his Word, T ind) a very excellent
ene truly , it is fnatching fo many Brands out of
the Fire. You are a Contributor, E£ir, 1 doubt
not. O, av. Madam, tobe fure; every good Man
would contribute to fuch a worthy Charity, to be
fure. No doubt, Sir, a Blefling attends upon ail
who promote fo worthy aDefign. O, ay, Madam,
no doubt, as you fay, Iam fure I have foundit ;
blefied be God ! And then he twang’d his Nofe,
and lifted up hisEyes, as if inan Ejaculation,

O, my good Aunt, what a Man is here for a
Hufband ! At laft came the happy Moment of
his taking Leave ; for I would not afk him to ftay
Supper : and moreover, he talk’d of going to a
Lecture at St. Helew’s ; and then (tho’ I hzd
had an Opportunity of faying little more than
Yes, and No, all the Time ; for he took the
Vapours he had put m: iato, for Devotion and
Gravity at leaft, I believe) he prefs’d my Hand,
look’d frightfully kind, and gave me to underftand,
as a Mark of his Favour, that if, upon further
Converfation, and Inquiry into my Chara&er, he
fhould happen to like me as well as he did from my
Behaviour and Perfon ; why, truly, I need not
fear, in time, being blefled with him- for my
Hufband !

This, my good Aunt, may be a mighty fafe
way of travelling toward the Lawnd of Matrimony,
as far as I know ; but I cannot Lelp withing
for a little more Enutertainnent on our Four-
ney. I 2m willing to belicve Mr. Leadbeater
an honeft Man, but am, at the fame time, afraid
his religious Turn of Temper, however in itfelf

com-
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tommendable, would better {uit with a Woman

who centres all Defert in a folemn Appearance,
than with, dear Aunt,

Your greatly obliged Kinfwonpan.,

LETTER LXXXIV.

Her Aunt’s Anfwer, reprebending ber ludicrous
Turn of Mind.

Coufin Jenny,
I AM forry you think Mr. Leadbeater fo unfuit-
able a Lover. He is a ferious, fober, good
Man ; and furely when Serioufnefs and Sobriety
make a neceflary Part of the Duty of a good
Hufband, a good Father, and good Mafter of a
Family ; thofe Charalters fhould not be the Sub-
jets of Ridicule, in Perfons of our Sex efpecially,
who would reap the greateft Advantage from them.
But he talks of the #zather when he firft {ees
you, it feems ; and would you have him diretly
fall upon the Subje&t of Lswve, the Moment he
beheld you ? ,

He vifited you juft after Sermon, on a Sunday :
And was itf?) unfuitable for him to let you fee,
thut the Duty of the Day had made proper Im-
prefiions upon him ?

His Turn for promoting the Religious Societies
which you fpeak fo {lightly of, deferves more Re-
gard from every good Perfon ; for that fame Turn
is a kind of Security to a Woman, that he who
had a benevolent and religious Heart, could not
make a bad Man, or a bad Hufband. To put out
poor Boys to ’Prentice, to teach Girls to fing
Palms, would be with very few a Subje&t for
Ridicule ; for he that was fo willing to provide for

the
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the Children of others, would take ftill greater Care
of his own.

He gave you to underftand, that if he liked your
Charaéter on Iuquiry, as well as your Perfon
and Behaviour, hefhould think himfelf very happy
in fuch aWife ; for that, I dare fay, was more like
his Langucge, than that you put in his Mouth:
And, let me tellycu, it would have been a much
ftranger Speech, had fo cautious and ferious a Man
faid, without a thorough Knowledge of your Cha~
raéter, that at the firft Sight he was over Head
and Ears inLove with you.

I think, allowing for the ridiculous Turn your
airy Wit gives to this-his firft Vifit, that, by your
own Account, healted like a prudent, a ferious,
and a worthy Man, as he is, and as one that
thought flathy Compliments beneath him, in fo
ferious an Aflair as this.

1 think, Coufin Fewny, thisis not only a mighty
fafe Way, as vou call it, of travelling toward the
Land of ¥latrimory, but to the Land of Happinefs,
with refpeét as well to the wexr Horld as this. And
itis to be hoped, that the detter Entertaiiment you
fo much with for, on vour Fourney, may not lead

rou too much out of your /7ay, and divert your
%\/Iind frory the principal View which you ought
to have to your Fouriey’s End.

In thort, I could rather have wifh’d, that you
could bring your Mind ncarer to Ais Standard, than
that he fhould bring down his to your Zewe/. And
you’d have found more Satisfaltion in it than you
imagine, could you have brought yourfelf toa
little more of that /-/cimn Appearance, which you
treat fo lightly, and which, I think, in Aim, is
much more than mere Adppearance.

Upon the whole, Coufin Fenny, 1 am forry

that 2 Woman of Virtue and Morals, as you are,
fhould

4
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fhould treat fo ludicroufly a ferious and pious Frame
of Mind, inan Age, wherein good Examples are
fo rare, and fo much wanted ; tho’ at the fame
time I am far from offering to prefcribe to youin
fo arduous an Affair as a Hufband; and wilh you
and Mr. Leadbeater too, fince you are {o differently
difpofed, matched more fuitably to each other’s
Mind, than you are likely to be together: For Iam

Your truly affectionate dunt,

LETTER LXXXV.

From a Gentleman to his Miftrefs, refenting
ber fuppojed Coquetry,
Mapaw,

EAUTY has Charms which are not eafily
refifted 5 but it is, 1 prefume, in-the Power

of the fineft Woman breathing, to counter-balance
all her Charms by a Condudt unworthy of them,
T'his Manner of {peaking, Madam, is what Tam
apprehenfive you have not been ensugh ufed to :
The Advantages you poflefs, independently of any
Act of your own, cannot be any Warrant for a
Behaviour repugnant to Fonour, and ftrict good
Manners. I ventured to addrefs myfelf to you,
Madam, upon Motives truly honourable, and beft
to be defended ; but {uffer me to fav, that I never
propofed to glory in adding one to the Number of
your publick Admirers, or to be fo tame, as to
fubjc& myfelf to any Ufage. And if this be your
Intention, and this orly, T fhall #ill admire you ;
but muft leave the flattering of your Vanity to
Gentlemen who have more Leifure, and lefs Since-
rity, than, Madam,
’ Your moft cbedient Servant,
E T-
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LETTER LXXXVL
The Lady’s angry Anfwer.

S IR,
BY the Letter T juft now received from you, I
fanfy you have been a little too hafty, as well
at too free, in your Conjectures about my Con-
du&. T hope it is fuch, and will be always fuch,
as fhall juftify me to-Perfons of Honour of my own
Sex, as well as yours, You have furely, Sir, a
Right to a& as you pleafe 5 and (at prefent, how-
ever) fo have . How long I thould have, this
Liberty, were 1 at your Adercy, this Letter of
yours gives me a moft defirable and feafonable
Intimagion.
For éoodnefs fake, Sit, let me do as [ think
proper : I fee, wox will, Ifent not for you, not
afked you to be one of the Number you mention,
And, if you think fit to withdraw your Name
from the Lift, can I help it, if T would ever fo
fain ? But could vou not do this without refolving
to affront me, and to refle® on my Condu&? I
am unworthy of your Addrefs. I grant it---+
'Then you can forbear it.  Perhaps I like to fee the
young Fellows dying for me 5 but fince they can
do 1t without mmpairing their Health, don’t be fo
very angry at me. In fhort, Sir, vou are your
own Mafter ; and, Heaven be thank’d, Iam, at
prefent, my own Miftrefs ; and your well-man-
ner’d Letter will make me rciolve to be fo longer
than perhaps I had otherwife refolved. You fee
my ’Foﬁff’ in my Conduct. Thank you, Sir, for
letting me know you do. T fee your Sex in your
Letter.  Thank you, Sir, for thattoo, So being
thus
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thus much obliged to you, in a double refpe&,
.€an I do otherwife than fubfcribe myfelf,

Your thankful Servant 2

LETTER LXXXVIL
The Gentleman's fubmiffive Reply.

Dear Madam,

BEG ten thoufand Pardons for my rafh Lettef

to you. I wifh’d, too late, I could have re-
calldit. And when I had the Favour of yours,
I was under double Concern. But indeed, Madam,
you treated me, I thought, too lightly ; and Con-
tempt is intolerable where 2 Mind 1s {o fincerely
devoted, I never faw a Lady I could love before
I faw you. I never fhall fee another I with to be
mine ; and as I muft love you whether I will or
no, I hope you’ll forgive my foolith Petulance.
Iam fure it was infpired by Motives, that, how-
ever culpable in their Effelts, are intitled to your
Forgivenefs, as to the Caufe. I cannot meanly
fue, tho’ to you. Don’t let me undergo too heavy
a Penance for my Rafhnefs.  You can mould me to
any Form you pleafe. But, dear Lady, let not my
honeft Heart fuffer the smore Torture, becaufe it is fo
devotedlyat your Service. Onceagain, I atka thou-
fand Pardons.--What can I fay more?--Town Iam
hafty ; but ’tis moft when I think myfelf flighted,
or wfed contemptuoudly, by thofe I love, Such
Tempers, Madam, are not the worll, let me tell
you. And tho’ I may be too ready to offend, yet
am I always as ready to repent. And, dear, good
Madam, let me be receiv'd to Favour this once,
and I will be more cautious for the future. For
G Iam,
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I am, and ever muft be, whether you’ll allow it
or not,

Your moft devoted Admirer, and humble Servant,

LETTER LXXXVIIL
The Lady’s forgiving Return.

§ IR,

I Cannot help anfwering your Letter, becaufe
you feem fenfible of your Fault. If your
Temper is fo captious, your Guard againft it fhould
be the ftronger. It is no very comfortable View,
let me tell you, that one fees a Perfon who wants
to recommend himfelf to one’s Friendfhip, fo ready
to take Fire. What has a Woman todo in com-
mon Difcretion, but to avoid, while fhe can, a
Profpe& fo unpleafing ? For if fhe knows fhe can-
not bear difreputable Imputations, as indeed the
ought not, and that the Gentleman is not able to
contain himfelf whenever he is pleafed to be
moved, from giving them ; why this, truly, affords
a moft comfortable Appearance of a happy Life !
However, Sir, I cannot bear Malice for a firft
Fault, tho’ yet it looks like a Temper, even ina
Friend, that one would rather fear than love,
But if it be never repeated, at leaft till I give fuch
Reafons for it, that neither Charity, nor a profefled
Efteem, can excufe, I fhall hope, that what has
happen’d may rather be of good than bad Ufe to us
both. But indeed I muft fay, that if you cannot
avoid fuch difagreeable Inftances of your Senfibility,
it will be Juftice to both, now we are both free, to

think no more of
Your humble Servant.

LET-
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LETTER LXXXIX.
Ridiculing a romantick Rbapfedy in Court/bip.

S IR,

MY Niece defires me to acquaint you, that fhe

received your celeftial Epiftle laft Night, as
we were all fitting down to Supper; and fhe leaves
it to me to anfwer it, according to the Effects it
has produced.  You muft know then, that as foon
as fhe had read it, there appear’d a more marvellous
Metamorphofis in her Deportment, than any we
read of in Owid. She put on high Airs, and talk’d
in a lofty Strain to Us, as well as to the Maids 3
nor knew fhe how to behave all the reft of the
Evening. ----You had fo thoroughly proved her
fuperior to all the Deities of the Antients, that fhe
could not help fanfying the homely Viands that
ftood before her, a Banquet of Paradife; and when
fhe put to her Lips fome of our common Table-
drink, it became immediately, in her Fancy,
Nedtar and Ambrofia 5 and the affelted to fip,
rather than drink. When, by your gencrous Aid,
fhe had thus raifed herfelf far above Mortality, fhe
began to defpife our Company, and thought her
Grandmother and me too highly favoured by her
Prefence ; and fpoke to us in {fuch a Tone, as
made us honeft Mortals amaz’d at her {udden
Elevation.

In thort, Sir, as fhe has placed fuch a thorough
Confidence in you, as to believe whatever vou are
pleafed to tell her, fhe begs you will never fo far
mortify her towering Ambition, as to treat her like
any thing earthly.

If then you would make yourfelf worthy of her
Favour, you muft, in order to fupport the De-

G2 {cription
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feription you have given of her, at leaft dart
through the Clouds, or rife with the Morning-
Goddefs, and attend, in her airy Chariot, at her
Chamber-window, where, you fay, all the Graces
wait ; fo that you will not be difpleafed with your
Company.

Indeed fhe is under a Concern, which you muft
fupply, for what Kind of Birds you will find to
draw her Chariot ; for Doves and Peacocks fhe
would fcorn to borrow of Venus and Funs, whom
you make fo much her Inferiors.

Here the put on a Royal Air: We will con-
clude Qur own Letter Ourfelf, faid fhe; fo, taking
Pen in Hand, fhe writes as underneath.

Don’t let me, when the Car is quite in Readi-
nefs, be rudely difturbed : But tell Mercury, 1
would have him tap foftly at my Window. I will
rife in all my Glory, whip into my ftarry Calafh,
and rufh through the Regionsof Light, till, de-
fpifing Mortality, we fhall form fome new Con-
ftellation, which fome happy Aftrologer may, per-
haps, in Honour of us both, ftyle the Twinklers
of Moorfields. When I have chofen my new Name,

will deign to write it ; till when, I can only fiyle

myfelf, moft obliging Sir,
Your Celeftial, &c,

LETTER XC.

Againft a young Ladys affelling manly Airs
and alfo cenfuring the modern Riding-babits.,

Dear Betley,
THE Improvement that is vifible in your Per-
-* fon, fince your going to Bury, gives me much
Pleafure ; and the dawning of fine Senfe, and a
good
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good Judgment, that difcovers itfelf in your Con-
verfation, makes me hope to fee every Perfection
of my Sifter, your late excellent Mother, revived
in you.

Yet one thing the Duty of a tender Uncle
obliges me to blame in you ; and thatis, a certain
Aftectation that of late obtains in your Behaviour,
of imitating the Manners of the other Sex, and
appearing more mafculine than either the amiable
Softnefs of your Perfon or Sex can juftify.

I have been particularly offended, let me tell
you, my Dear, at your new Riding-habit; which
is made fo extravagantly in the Mode, that one
cannot eafily diftinguifh your Sex by it.  For you
neither look like a mode/t Girl in it, nor an agree-
able Boy.

Some Conformity to the Fafhion is allowable.
Buta cock’d Hat, alac’d Tacket, a Fop’s Peruke,
what ftrange Metamorphofes do they make! And
then the 4ir affumed with them, {o pert, and fo
infipid, at the fame time, makes, upon the whole,
fuch a Boy-girl Figure, that I know of nothing
that would become either the Air, or the Drcfs,
but a young fralian Singer. For fuch an one,
being neither Adan nor /#sman, would poflibly
be beft diftinguithed by this Hermaphrodite Ap-
pearance,

In fhort, I would have you remember, my Dear,
that as fure as any thing intrepid, free, andina pru-
dent Degree bold, becomesa Man ; fo whatever is
foft, tender, and modeft, renders your Sex amiable,
In this one Inftance we do not prefer cur own
Likenefs ; and the lefs you refemble us, the more
you are fure to charm : For a mafculine /’aman is
a Character as little creditable as becoming.

I am no Enemy to a proper Prefence of Mind
in Company ; but would never have you appear

G 3 bold ,
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bold, talkative, or aflured. Modefty in the outward
Behaviour, is a ftrong Prepoffeflion in a Lady’s
Favour ; and, without it, all your Perfections will
be of little Service, either as to Reputation or
Preferment, You want not Senfe : and, I hope,
will talcc kindly thefe well-intended Hints from
Your affeétionate Uncle,

LETTER XCIL

Letter of a Father to a Daughter, relating to
Three Perfons of different Charaéters pro-
pojed to bim, each for ber Hufband, With
his Recommendation of ome in Years.

Dear Polly,
I HAVE three feveral Propofals made me on

your Aecount ; and they are fo particularly
circumftanced, that I cannot approve of one of
them.

The firlt is. by Mr. Aldridge, for his Son Fobn,
who, you know, is very weak in his Intelle&s, and
fo apt to be mifled, that he wants a Guardian for
him in a Zife, and {o does you the Reputation to
think you a proper Perfon for that Office. But I
think, the worft Weaknefs in the World in a
Hufband is, that of Intellef7 ; and 1 fhould fuffer
much to huve you linked to a Man who has no
‘Head, and is, for that Reafon, highly unworthy
to be yours. A fa0lifb I¥ife is much more tolera-
ble, becaufe fhe can be 422 up ; buta foolifp Huf-
band will do what he pleafes, and go where he
pleafes ; and tho” he knew nothing elfe, will think
he knows too much to be controuled by his Wife ;
and will have #5/s Lefion taughs him by Rakes and

Liber-
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Libertines; when he is capable of a0 other. Soi
did not think it neceflary fo much as to confult
you about him,

The fecond is from Mr, Gough, for his Son
Richard, who has run thro’ fuch a Courfe of
Libertinifim, that he has hardly his Fellow, and
has neither a found Head, nor a found Body ; and
is fo far from being reclaim’d, that his Father
propofes a Wife, as the /a/? Hope, for him ; and
yet knows not whether he will accept of one, if
one can be found that would venture upon him.
So I could not think of fuffering my Daughter to
ftand either to the Courtefy, or lie at the Mercy,
of fo profligate a Rake: tho’, it feems, he wouch-
Jafes to like you better, as his Father fays, than
any one he ever faw ; which was the Reafon of
the old Man’s Application to me.

The third was from Mr. Tom#ins, whofe Nephew
is as bad a Sot, as the other is a Rake ; but who
promifes to reform, if his Uncle can procure my
Confent and yours. But as you had refufed his
Overtures when made to your/elf, without con-
fulting me, and for the very Reafons 7 fhould have
rejeted him, I would not trouble you about him
but gave a total Denial to the Requeft of his Uncle,
who defired that the Matter might be brought on
again, by my Authority and Interpofition.

So, my good Girl has had hard Fortune, as one
may fay, in the Offers of three Perfons, that it
is impoffible fhe fhould chufe out of : One fo very
a Fool, a fecond fo profligate a Rake, and the third
fo vile a §oz, that there could be no Thought of
any of the Three.

ut I have a fourth Affair to mention to you,
againft which there can lie but one Objeétion ;
and thatis, fome Difparity in Years. This is my

good Friend Mr, Rowe ; as honeft a Man as ever
G 4 liv'd ;
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liv’d 3 a Man of Prudence; a Man of good For-
tune, and eafy Circumftance ; Mafter of a genteel
Houfe and Bufinefs ; well refpected by all the
World, and mgf# by thofe who know him b¢/ 5 a
good-natur’d Man, humane, compaffionate, and,
tho’ frugal, not a Niggard.

Now, my dear Daughter, What think you of
Mr. Rowe ¢ ---- He has an high Opinion of your
Prudence and Difcretion ; but withes bim/felf, that
you were either Ten Years older, or be Ten Years
younger.----Yet he thinks, if you can get over
that Point, he could make you one of the fondeft
of Huibands, and that there is not any thing but
he could and would oblige you in.

I too, my Dear, wifh there was a nearer Agree-
mentin Years ; yet, confidering the Hazardsa young
Woman runs, as the World goes, from Rakes,
Sots, and Fools, of every Degree; confidering that
in this Matter, there is but onze only thing to be
with’d for; and that all the grand Defirables of
Life will be fo well fupply’d ; confidering too
that he is a fightly, a neat, a perfonable Man, and
has good Health, good Spirits, and good Humour,
and is not yet got quite at the Top of the Hill of
Life. Confidering all thefe Things, I fay, I think
that one Confideration might be given up for the
many other more material ones, which would be fo
well fupply’d in this Match.,

Say, my dear Daugbter, fay freely, what you
think. You’ll much oblige me, if you can get
this Matter over. But if you cannot, (and be fo
happy as I with you)-~-why then--- I don’t know
what to fay ---- But I muft--- I think---acquiefce.
But yet, I could once more with---But I will fay
no more till I have your Anfwer, but that I am

Your moft indulgent Father.
LET-
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LETTER XCIL
Her Anfwer, dutifully expoftulating on ihe
C

afe.

Honoured Sir,

I AM fenfible of the Obligations which both Na-

ture and Gratitude lay me under to obey your
Commands; and am willing to do {o at all Events,
if what I have to offer be not thought fufficient to
excufe my Compliance.

Mr. Rowe is, 1 believe, poflefled of all the
Merit you afcribe to him. But be not difpleafed,
dear Sir, when I fay, that he feems not fo proper
an Hufband for me, as for a Woman cf more
Y cars and Experience.

His advanced Years, give me leave to fay, will
be far from being agreeable to me ; and will net
my Youth, or at leaft the Efefts of it, in fon:z
Particulars, be diftafteful to bim? Will not that
innocent Levity, which is almoft infeparable from
my Time of Life, appear to him in 2 more de-
fpifable Light, than perhaps it deferves ?* For,
Sir, is nor a Likenefs of Years attended with o
Likenefs of Manners, a Likenefs of Humours, an.
Agreement in Diverfions and Pleafures, andThink-
ing too? And can fuch Likenefles, fuch .Agree-
ments, be naturally expeéted, where the Years
on one Side double the Number of the other? Be-
fides, Sir, is not this Defeét, if I may {o callit, a
Defe& that will be far from mending by Time ?

Your great Goodnefs, and the Tendernefs I
have always experienc’d from you, have embolden’d
me to {peak thus freely upon a Concern that is of
the higheft Importance to my future VVilfare,

3 which
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which T know you have in View from more folid
Motives than I am capable-of “entertaining. And
if you ftll infift upon my Obedience, I will only
take the Liberty to obferve, that if I do marry
Mr. Rowe, it will be intirely the Effeét of my
Duty to the beft of Fathers, and not of an Affeftion
for 2 Gentleman that I refpeét in every other Light
but that you propofe him in. And dear, good Sir,
confider then, what Mifunderftandings and evil
Confequences may poffibly arife from hence, and
sender unhappy the future Life of

Your moft dutiful Daughter.

I am greatly obliged to you, Sir, that you
refufed, without confulting me, the three
ftrange Overtures you mention.

LETTER XCIIL

§5is Reply, argently inforcing, but not compel]
ing, ber Compliance with his Defire.

Dear Polly,
} AM far from taking amifs what you have writ~
ten, in Anfwer tomy Recommendation of my
weorthy Friend Mr. Rowe ; and I am fure, if I was to
fhew him your Letter, he would never permit you
to be urged more on this Head. But, my Dear,
I own my Withes and my Heart are engaged in s,
thall Ifay, orin your own Favour? AndI would hope,
that notwithftanding all you have written, your
good Senfe, and that Difcretion for which you have
been hitherto fo defervedly noted, may, on ma-
ture Refletion, enable you to overcome the Ob-
jection that would be infuperatle to lighter and.
airier Minds of your Sex,
Such.
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Such is the Profligatenefs of the Generality of
young Fellows of the prefent Age, that I own Ilook
mnto the World with Affrichtment, at the Rifques
which a virtuous young Woman has to encounter
with on a Change of Condition, which makes
me dwell upon the Point with the greater Earneft-
nefs. Andyou know, my Dear, I can have no
Motive but your Good.

Then, Child, confider the Reputation this
Match, to all who know Mr. Roewe’s Worth,
will bring te your Prudence, and even to your
Sex.  For it is as much Credit to a young Lady to
marry a worthy Man, older than herfelf, asit is
Difcredit for an old 7Foman to marry a young Man,
Does my Polly take my Meaning ! "The Cafe is
plain. Befides, no-body thinks Ten or T'welve
Years Difference in 2 Man’s Age any thing out of
the way. So, my Dear, it is not Zwenty Years
Odds 5 it is only Zen at mof?.

Then, again, heis a good-natur’d Man ; there’s
a great deal in zhat, you know.

To be fure, my Dear, it is my good Opinion of

our Prudence, that makes me endeavour to per-
fuade you to this. And Icould be glad, methinks,
to find, that I have not too high a Notion of your
Iifcretion, in the Preference I am willing to give
it to that of all the young Ladies I know.

But if I am miftaken, I mean, if you cannot
get over this exz2 Difficulty, 1 {hall be apt to think,
fo furmountable does it fcem to me, that you have
feen fomcbody you like, and are prepoflefs’d.
Yet I cannot believe that necither, becaufe you
know I have fo tender a Regard for your own
Option, that you would have made me acquainted-
with it,

Yet, aiter all, far beit from me to compel your

JInclinations | But if you thould be fo happy as te-
G 6 think
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think with me, that the many valuable Qualities
Mr. Rowe is poffefled of, are fcarcely to be hoped
for in a younger Man, as the World now goes,
you would make me very happy ; and I am per-
fuaded you will never repent your Choice.

One "thing more let me urge, my Dear ; for
you fee how my Heart’s upon it. How many
very virtuous young Maidens have married, for the
fake of Riches only, a Man much older, much
more difagreeable, wafpifh, humourfome, difeafed,
decrepit, and yet have lived Years without Re-
proach, and made themfelves not unhappy ! And
will not my dear Daughter do as much to oblige
ber Father, (and where Health, Good-nature,
Wifdom, Difcretion, and great Circumitances
meet to enforce the Argument) as others would
do, where not one of thefe Advantages are in the
Cafe, except the fingle Article of Riches? Only
then, my Dear, let Mr. Rowe attend you, two
or three times, before you abfolutely fet yourfelf
againft him. And, as I hope your Affections are
intirely difengaged, you will foon fee whether his
Converfation or Propofals will not incline you in
his Favour, confidering all things; thatis to fay,
confidering the one thing AGAINST him, and the
many ForR him. And if it cannot be, I will
intirely acquiefce, being ever ftudious of your
tlappinefs, as becomes

Your indulgent Father,

"LET:
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LETTER XCIV.

9o a rich Widow Lady with Children, dif-
Juading ber from marrying a Widower of
meaner Degree, who bas Children alfo.

Dear Madam,

IT is with fome Reluftance, and great Refpect,

that I prevail on myfelf to give you this Trouble,
The frequent Vifits Mr. Clarffon makes you, and
the Airs that Gentleman gives himfelf, have given
Birth to a Report, that a Treaty of Marriage be-
tween you is on foot ; and that, in all Probability,
it will be foon brought to Effect.

To be fure, Mr. Clarkfon is not to beblam’d, to
endeavour to procure for his Wife a Lady of your
Prudence, good Character, and Fortune ; but whe-
ther you will be able to avoid the Cenfure of the
World, if you chufe bim for a Hufband, is another
Point, which greitly concerns you to confider of,
and affe&s me, and all who wifh you well.

His Fortune, Madam, is not equal to yours,
fuppofing it to be better than the World reports it :
He has Chiidren: Sohave you, What Inconvenien-
cies may not arife from hence? Efpecially, as he is
not thought to be one of the beft and fmootheft-
temper’d Men in the World,---His Chara&ter is
not equal in any refped, to faK/[the leaft, (for I
would not detradt from any Man’s IMerit) to
that of your late good bpoufe, my dear Friend ;
who would have been much grieyed, if he had had
but the lcaft Apprehenfion, that the Man he would
not have accompany’d with, fhould fucceed him
in his Bed.

Far be it from me, dear Madam, if you are fo
difpofed, as to wifh to hinder you from a Chang;

0
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of Condition with a fuitable Perfon ! But as your
late Spoufe left Ais and your Children fo much in
your Power, methinks you fhould take efpecial
Care, how and to whom you communicateany Part
of that Power, and thercby givea Right to controul
not only them, but yourfelf, Muft be not be par-
tial to his own Children? And will he not expeét,
that your Complaifance to him fhould make yox
fo too; or, at leaft, be his Childrens Behaviour
what it will, that it fhall induce you to put them
upon a Par with your own ? His Daughters will
be Spies upon your Condudt, and, be you ever fo
kind to them, will always fufpe&t your Partiality
to your own, and treat you as their Mother-in-law;
‘and their Father will believe all they fhall fuggeft,
for that very Reafon, and becaufe he will judge,
.tho” perhaps not allzw for, that you ought to pre-
fer your own to his: And this will be the Source of
perpetual Uneafinefles between you. Confider, dear
Madam, whether your late affeGtionate Spoufe de-
ferved from you, that bis Children and your own
‘fhould be put upon fuch Difficulties, in Favour of
thofe of any other Perfon whatever.

No doubt but you may make your own Condi-
‘tions with Mr. Clarkfon.  He willbe glad to call you
and your Fortune bis, upon any Terms: But con-
fider, Madam, how diffhicult it may be, whatever
Articles you make, for a good Wife, who has been
-accuftom’d to think her Intereft the fame with that
of her Hufband, to refufe to his Importunities, and
perhaps to his Conveniency, if not Neceffities, thofe
.Communications of Fortune which you may re-
ferve in your own Power, when they will make
him eafier in Circumftance, and more complaifant
in Temper: And how hard it will be to deny a
Man any thing, to whom you have given your Per-
Jon; and to whom you have vowed Dty and Obe-

dicnce,
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dience,  But if you fhould have the Refolution to
refufe him, what he may not be backward to q/2,
do you think yourfelf fo well able to bear that /-
difference, if not worfe, which fuch a Refufal may
occafion? And would you chufe to have Advantage
taken of your #endereft Hours, either to induce you
to acquiefce with Importunities, which, comply’d
with, may hurt your Children ; or, to have thofe
tender Moments dafh’d with Sufpicions of Selfifh-
nefs and Defign ; for Prudence will oblige you
to be on your Guard, that even the highef} Acts
of Kindnefs, and the firongeff Profeffions of Affe-
£Fion, may not be preparative Arts to obtain from
you Conceflions you oxght not to make. And how
will the pure Joys which flow from an unfufpecied
Union of Minds and Interefts, the Want whereof
will make any Matrimony unhappy, be found in
a State thus circumftantiated ?

If, Madam, you are bent upon a Change of Con-
dition, your Friends would with firft, that you will
be pleafed abfolutely to afcertain the Fortunes of
'your Children, according to the Defign and 777/!
of their dear Father, as far as may lsgally be done,
either by chufing I'ruitees for them, or by fuch other
way as thall put it out of a zew Hufband’s Power to
hurt them : And when he fhall know this 75 done,
you will have a better Teftimony of his Affettion,
as he will know what 75, and what 75 not yours,
and can hope for no more, becaufe it is not in your
Power to give more.  But how much more isit to
be withed, for your own fake, as wellas your Chil-
drens, that if you do chunge, it may be with a
Perfon who has 7o Childrer: © And then what other
Children may be the Retults of your new AZarriage,
they will be your own as well as bis, and o be more
properly intitled to your Gare and your Kindnefs,
than any Maa’s. Children by another /7ife can be:.B

b4
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By this means, Madam, moft of the Uneafinefles
we every Day fee in Families, where are two Sorts
of Children, will be prevented ; or perhaps your
_prefent Children will be grown up, and out of the
way, before the other can interfere eflentially with
them ; or if not, they will be naturalized, as onemay
fay, to each other ; and having the fame Mother,
who has an equal Intereft in them all, will expes
and aflow for an equal Exertion of Tendernefs and
Favour to all.

I will trouble you with no more at prefent on this
Head; and am confident, that when you confider
maturely what I have written, and the refpe&tful
Manner in which I have ventur’d to give my Opi-
nion, and my own Difintereftednefs befides, and
that I might fill have urged other powerful Motives,
which I forbear in Honour to you, you will have
the Goodnefs to excufe the Liberty I have taken,
which is fo fuitable to the Laws of Friendfbip, by
which I am bound to be, dear Madam,

Your zealous Iell-wifbery and humble Servant.

Inftruttions to young Orphan Ladies, as well as
others, bow to judge of Propofals of Marriage
made to them without their Guardians or
Friends Coufent, by their Milaners, Mantua-
makers, or other Go-betweens.

A Y OUN G Orphan Lady, of an independent
Fortune, receivable at Age, or Day of Marri-
age, will hardly fail of feveral Attempts to engage
her Affedtions.  And the following general Rules

and Inftruétions will be of Ufe to her on thefe Oc-
cafions :
In
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In the firft place, fhe ought to miftruft all thofe
who fhall feek to fet her againft her Guardian, or
thofe Relations to whom her Fortune or Perfon is
intrufted: And, next, to be apprehenfive of all
fuch as privately want to be introduced to her,
and who avoid treating with her Gnardian firft
for his Confent. For fhe may be affur’d, that if
a young Man has Propofals to make, which he him-
felf thinks would be accepted by a Perfon of Years
and Experience, he will apply in a regular way to
her Friends; but if he has not, he will hope to
engage the young Lady’s Affeftions by the means
of her Milaner, her Mantua-maker, or her Ser-
want, and fo by Bribes and Promifes endeavour to
make his way to her Favour, in order to take Ad-
vantage of her Youth and Inexperience : For this
is the conftant Method of Fortune-bhunters, to which
many a worthy young Lady of good Senfe and good
Fortune has owed her utter Ruin.

The following are generally the Methods taken
by this Set of Defigners: .

Thefe induftrious Go-betweens, who hope to
make a Market of a young Lady’s Affettions,
generally by Letter, or Word of Mouth, if
}_}Jley have Opportunity, fet forth to the young

ady .

€« Tha>; there is a certain young Gentleman of
¢ great Merit, of a handfome Perfon, and fine Ex-
€< pedtations, or profperous Bufinefs, who Is fallen
¢¢ deeply in Love with her.  And very probably,
¢¢ the young Lady, having no bad Opinion of her-_
¢¢ felf, and loving to be admired, believes it very
¢ eafly.

<¢ T'hat he has feen her at Church, or the Opera,
¢¢ the Play, the Afembly, &c. and is impatient to
¢¢ make known his Paflion to her.

¢¢ That
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¢¢ That he is unwilling to apply to her Guardian,
< till he Anows how his Addrefs will be received by
¢ herfelf.

¢ That, befides, it may very probably be the
¢¢ Cafe, that her Guardian may form Obitacles,
¢¢ which may not be reafonable on ber Part to give
¢¢ into.

¢ That, if he has Daughters of his own, he
¢ would perhaps rather fee them marry’d firf.

<¢ That he may not care to part with her Fortune,
¢< and the Reputatisn and Convenience the Manage-
¢ ment of it may give him,

¢« That he may defign to marry her, when he
¢ thinks proper, to fome Perfon agreeable to his
¢ gwn Intercft or Inclinations, without confulting
¢ bers as he ought.

¢¢ That, therefore, it would be beft, that her
¢¢ Guardian fhould know nothing of the Matter,
<< till fhe faw whether fhe could approve the Gen-
¢¢ tleman or not, .

¢ That even then fhe might encourage his Ad-
€¢ drefs, or difccountenance it as fhe pleafed.

¢ That for her the Propofer’s part, fhe had no
¢ Interef? in the world, one way or other; and no
¢¢ View, but to ferve the young Lady, and to ob-
¢ lige a young Gentleman fo well qualify’d to
¢¢ make her happy. ”’ And fuch-like plaufible Affu-
rances; ending, perhaps, ¢ with defiring to bring
¢¢ onan Interview, or, if that will not be admitted,
¢¢ that fhe will receive a Letter from him, ”’

‘This kind of Introdution ought always to be
fufpected by a prudent young Lady. She ought
with WWarmth and Refentment to difcourage the off-
cious Propofer.  She ought to acquaint her,

¢¢ That fhe is refolved never to give way to a
¢ Propofal of this Importance, without the Confent
¢ and Approbation of her Guardian ox -Friends.

¢ That
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¢ That her good Father or Mother, who had
8¢ feen the World, and had many Years Experience
¢ of her Guardian’s Honour and Qualifications for
¢ fuch a Truft, knew what they did, when they
¢¢ put her under his Care.

¢¢ That he had always fhewn an bone/? and gene~
¢¢ rous Regard for her Welfare,

¢¢ That fhe took it very unkindly of the Pro-
< pofer, to offer to infpire her with Doubts of his
¢ Condut?, when fhe had none herfelf, nor Reafon
¢¢ for any.

¢ That it was Time enough when he gave her
¢ Reafon, to be apprehenfive of his finifter Defigns,
#¢ or of his preferring his own Intereft to bers,

¢¢ That it was a very ftronge Attempt to make
¢¢ her miftrult a Friend, a Relation, a Gentleman,
¢¢ who was chofen for this Truft by her dear Pa-
¢ rents, on many Years Experience of his Honour
¢¢ and Probity, and of whofe Goodnefs to her, for
<¢ fa long time paft, fhe herfelf had many Proofs :
¢ And this in Favour of a Perfon who had a vif-
¢ ble Intereff to induce him to this Applications
¢ whofe Perfon the hardly knew, if at all; whofe
¢ Profeffions fhe could not judge of ;5 who began by
¢¢ fuch mean, fuch groundlefs, fuch unworthy In-
< finuations : Whomight, or might not, be the Per-
¢¢ fon he pretended; and who wanted to induce
¢¢ her to prefer him/elf, on no Acquaintance atall,
¢ to a Gentleman fthe had fo many Years dnown 3
¢ and whofe Homour, good Charaéter, Reputation,
¢ and Confcience, were all engaged to her as fo
¢ many Pledges for his honourable Behaviour to
¢ her,

¢ That fhe the Propofer, and the young Gen-
¢¢ tleman #oo, muft have a very indifferent Opinion
<¢ of her Gratitude, her Prudence, her Difcretion, to
¢ make fuch an Attenpt upon her,

¢¢ That
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<¢ That if he could approve himfelf to a Man of
¢¢ Years and Experience, who was not to .be im-
“¢ pofed upon by &lind Paffion, in the Light he
¢ wanted to appear in to ber, why fhould he not
<< apply to b[m{ir:/l?

¢ "That furcly 1t was a very ungenerous as well as
¢ fufpicious Method of Proceeding, that he could
*¢ find no other way to give her an Opinion of him-
¢ felf, but by endeavouring to depreciate the Cha-
¢¢ ra&ter of a Gentleman, who, by this Method,
<¢ plainly appeared to his own Apprebenfion toftand
“¢in the way of his Proceedings ; and that too
“¢ before he had try’d him; and which thewed,
¢ that he himfelf had not hope of fucceeding, but
¢ by Arts of Delufion, Flattery, and a clandeftine
¢ Addrefs, and had nothing but her own Inadver-
¢ tence and Inexperience to build upon.

¢¢That, therefore, it behoved her, had the 7o other
¢ Reafon, to reje&t with Refentment and Difdain
¢ a Conduét fo affrontive to her Underffanding, as
¢ well as felfifh and ungenerous in the Propofer,

¢ That, therefore, {he would not countenance
¢ any Interview with a Perfon capable of a&ting in
¢ fuch a manner, nor receive any Letter from
¢ him.

¢ And laftly, that fhe defires never to hear of
¢ this Matter again, from her the Propofer, if
¢¢ the would have her retain for her that good Opi-
¢¢ nion, which fhe had hitherto had. *

"This prudent Reafoning and Condu& will make
the Intervener quit her Defign upon the young
Lady, if fhe is not wholly abandoned of all Senfe
of Shame, and corrupted by high Bribes and Pro-
mifes 5 and in this Cafe, the young Lady will judge
how unfit fuch a Perfon is either for her Confident
or Acquaintance. Nor will the Lady lofe an humble
Servant worthy of being retain’d or encouraged ; For

if
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if he be the Perfon he pretends, he will dire&ly ap-
ply to her Guardian, and have a high Opinion of
Aer Prudence and Difcretion ; and if fhe hears no
more of him, fhe may conclude, he could net
make good his Pretenfions to a Perfon of Difcern-.
ment, and will have Oceafion to rejoice in efcaping
his defigning Arts with fo little Trouble to herfelf.
If a Lady has had aCually a Letter delivered her
from fuch a Pretender, and that by means of a Perfon
who has any Share in her Confidence, and wants a
Form of a Letter to fend to the Recommender to
difcourage the Proceeding ; the following, which
has been fent with good Effeét, on a like Occafion,
miay be proper.

LETTER XCV.
Mrs, Pratt, ‘

I IN CLOSE theLetter you put into my Hands,
and hope it will be the laft I fhall ever receive
from you or any body elfe on the like Occafion, 1
am intirely fatisfied in the Care and Kindnefs of m
Guardian, and fhall encourage no Propofal of this
fort, but what comes recommended to me by Ais
Approbation. He knows the World. I do not;
and that which is not fit for bim to know, is not fit
for me to recerve 3 and I am forry either you or the
Writer looks upon me in fo weak a Light, as to
imagine I would with to take myfelf out of the
Hands of o experienced a Friend, to throw myfelf
into thofe of a Stranger. Yet I would not, as this
is the firft Attempt of the kind from you, and
that it may rather be the Effe& of Inconfideration,
than Defign, fhew it my Guardian; becaufe he
would not perhaps impute it to fo favourable a Mo-
tive in you, aslam willing to do, being
Your Friend and Servant.
If
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If there be no Go-between, but that a young
Fellow takes upon himfelf to fend Letters to teize
a young Lady to encourage his Addrefs, by his ro-
mantick Profeflions of his Affection and Regard for
her, and attributing fuch Perfeftions to her, asno
one Woman ever had ; and if fhe is defirous, but
knows not how, to get rid of his treublefome Im-
portunity ; and that even a contemptuous Silence,
which it is prudent for a young Lady to thew on
fuch an Occafion, has no Effe&t upon him; nor
yet that he will defift, tho’ the returns his Letters
unopen’d, orin a blank Cover, after The happens to
have read them, then let the Lady get fome Friend
to write to him, looking upon him as beneath her
own Notice ; for even a Denial, if given in Hriting
under ber own Hand, will encourage fome pre-
fumptuous Men ; or at leaft they may make fome
Ufe of it to the Lady’s Difadvantage, and ought
not to have it to boaft, that they have received a
Letter from her, tho’ ever fo much to their own
Diferedit, if it were thewn. And the following
may be the Form :

LETTER XCVL

S IR,
Y OU have thought fit to write to Mifs Knol)ys

twice or thrice in a very troublefome manner,
She cannot poflibly fo far forget what belongs to
Herfelf and Charater, as to anfwer you any other
way than by the Contempt of Silence., Yet fince
fhe cannot, it feems, be free from your Imperti-
nence, the withes you may be told, That vou muft
have as mean an Opinion of ber Judgmeﬁt, as all
who read your Epiftles, muft have of yours, if you
can expect Succels from fuch inconfiftent Rliap-
fodies, I will
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I will from myfelf ventureto give you one Piece
of Advice ; That the next Perfon you pretend to
addrefs with your bright Compofitions, you don’t
in them forget one Ingredient, which is common
Senfe ; tho” you fhould be forced to borrow it, Tam

Yours, unknown.

Or, if this be thought too affronting, the fol-
lowing :

LETTER XCVIL

S TR,

Y O U are defired to fend no more of your ela-
borate Epiftles to Mifs Knollys. You are quite
miftaken in the Lady. She knows herfelf, and by
your Letter the knows you, {o well, that the fends
1t back, that you may find fome other Perfon to
fend it to, whofe Sentuments and Underftanding are
better proportion’d to your own. Iam, Sir, &,

If the Letters of the young Fellow deferve lefs
Severity, and are fuch as have not their Founda-
tion in Romance and Bombaft ; but yet the Lady
thinks not proper to encourage his Addrefs, this
Form may ferve :

LETTER XCVIIL

S IR,

I A M defir'd to acquaint you, that Mifs Kno/lys
thinks herfelf obliged to every one who has a
good Opinion of her ; but begs, that you will not
ive yourfelf, or her, the Trouble of any more
etters, For Things are fo circumitanced, tl‘nl:;t
¢
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the has neither Inclination nor Power to encourage
your Addrefs. I am, Sir,
Your bumble Servant, unknown,

If the Lady has a mind to rebuke the Attempt
of a clandeftine Addrefs to her, and yet thinks the
Propofal not abfolutely unworthy of Attention, did
it come regularly. to her, by means of her Father,
Mother, Guardian, &c. this Form may be ob-
ferved :

LETTER XCIX.

S IR,

MISS Knollys defires you fhould be informed,
which fhe prefumes you did not know, That
fhe can never think herfelf at her own Difpofal,
while the has fo near and fo good a Friend to ad-
vife with as Mr. Archer, whofe Wifdom the much
prefers to her own, as his Experience in the World,
and Kindnefs to her, make him deferve to be con-
fulted, in all her Affairs of Moment. Whatever
fhall appear fit to him, will have great Weight with
her ; and there is but that one poflible way to en-
gage her Attention. I am, Sir,
Yours, &c.

Or, if the Lady has not a Guardian, or Father,
or Mother, but fome Friend in whom fhe can
confide, the following may bea proper Form :

LETTER C.

S IR,

IT may not be amifs to acquaint you, that Mifs
Knollys is fo happy as to have a Friend of Ex-
perience and Probity, without whofe Advice fhe
' under-
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yndertakes nothing of Confequence. It is Mr.
Salter, of Grace-church-ftreer. Andfhe will not care
to admit of any Propofal of Moment to her that
has not paffed his Approbation. This, the hopes,
will fave her and yourfelf the Trouble of any fur-
ther Applications, I am

Your bumble Servant.

Or this:

LETTER-CIL

'S TR,
MR. Salter, of Grace-church-firect, being a Gen-

Y4 tleman that Mifs Anollys confults in all her
Affairs, fhe refers to him all Propofuls that are or
may be of Importance to her, and defires to receive
no more Letters or Meflages from you, by any
other Hand. [ am

Yeur humble Servant, unknown.

LETTER CIL

Lrom a Town-Tenant to bis Landlord, excufing
Delay of Payment,

Honoured Sir,

A M under agreat Concern, that I cannot a* pre-

fentanfwer your jultl spectations. Thave fuftain-
ed fuch heavy Loflcs, and met with fuch great Dif-
appointinents of late, that I muit inuude another
Quarter on your (Gooduvis, T hen, whatever Shifts
I am put to, you fuull hear to more Satisfaltion
than at prefent, from, Sir,

Your moft oblized bimole Sorvany,

H LET-



146 Familiar LETTERS 04 the

LETTER CIIL
Erom a Country Tenant to the fame Purpofe,

Honoured Sir,

H E Seafon has been fo bad, and I have had

fuch unhappy Accidents to encounter with in
a fick Family, Lofs of Cattle, &¢c. that.T am ob-
liged to trefpafs upon your Patience a Month or two
Jonger. 'The Wheat-harveft, I hope, will furnith
me the Means to anfwer your juft Expeftations;
which will be a great Contentinent to

Your bonefl Tenant, and bumble Servant,

LETTER CIV.
The Landlord’s Anfwer.

Alr. Jacobs,

I HAVE yours: Thope you’ll be as good as your

Word at the Expiration of the Time you have
mentioned. I am unwilling to diftrefs any honeft
Man ; and I hope, that I fhall not meet with the
worfe Ufage for my Forbearance. For Lenity
abufed, even in generous Tempers, provokes Re-
turns, that fome People would call fewere; but
thould not be deemed fuch, if ju/# Iam

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER CV.

A threatening Letter from a Steward on Delay
of Payment.
My, Atkins,

H AVE mentioned your Cafe to Sir Fobrn, as

you requefted. He is exceedingly provoked at
your Ufage, and fwears bloodily he’ll feize, and
throw you into Gaol, if he has not 20/ at leaft
paid him by Quarter-day, which is now at hand ;
fo you know what you have to truft to; and I
would have you avoid the Confequences at any
rate; for he is refolved otherwife to do as he fays.
Of this I aflure you, whoam

Yours, &c.

LETTER CVL

The poor Tenant’s moving Anfwer.

Good Mr. Taverner,

I A M at my Wits end almofl on what vou write,
But if I am to be ruined, with my nume-
rous Family, and a poor induftrious, but ailing
Wife, how can T help it? Fer I cannat pofiibly
raife 20/. any manner of way by the Time you
md#tion. I hope Sir Fohn won’t be fo hard-
hearted. For if God Almighty, our comimon Land-
lord, fhould be egually hard upon us, what would
become of us all? Forgive my Boldnefs to talk of
God Almighty to his Homorr, in this frec manner.

I would do it, if it was tobe done ; but you know,
Sir, what a Scafon we have had.  And an honefter
Tenant his Honour will never have, that Tom fure
of. But if Money won’t rife, what can 1 402

’ H 2 Should
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Shéuld I fell my Team, and my Utenfils for Labour,
there is an End of @/l 1 {hall have no Means left
me then wherewith to pay his Honour, or any
body elfe.  If his Honour will not be moved, but
will feize, pray, good Mr. Taverner, prevail on
him not to throw me into Gaol, for a Prifon pays
no Debts; but let my poor Wife and Six fmall
Children lie in the Barn, till I can get a little
Day-labour ; for that muft be all I can have to
truft to, if his Honour feizes. I hear my Man
William that was, has juft taken a Farm ; may be,
he will employ his poor ruin’d Mafter, if I am not
*prifon’d. Butif 1 be, why then the Parith muft
do fomething for my poor Children, tho’ I hoped
they would never trouble it. Lay thefe things be-
fore his Honour, good Sir, and forgive this Trouble
from

His Honour’s honeft, tho’ unfortunate Tenant,

LETTER CVIL
The Steward’s Reply, giving more Time.

My, Atkins,

I H AVE laid your Letter and your Cafe before
A Sir Fohn : He is moved with it, and fays he
will have Patience another Quarter, to fee what
you'll do. Confider, Man, however, that Gen-
tlemen live at a great Expence, are obliged to keep
up their Port, and if their Tenants fail them, why
shen they muft fail -their Tradefimen, and fuffer in
their Credit. You have good Crops of all Kinds
cn the Ground ; and furely may by next Quarter
raife 40 or 50/. tho’ you could not raife 20/. ina
Fortmght. "This Sir Fobn will expect at leaft, I

can
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can tell you, And you may comply with it from
the Produce of fo gooda Farm, furely, Iam

Yours, &e.

LETTER CVIIL
The poor Man’s thankful Letter in Return.

"1 O D blefs his Honour, and God blefs you, Mr:
Taverner, that’s all T canfay. We will now
fet our Hands to the Plough, as the Saying is, with
chearful Hearts, and try whatcan be done. I am
fure, I, and my Wife and Children too, tho’ three
of them can but lifp their Prayers, fhall Morning,
Noon and Night, pray to God for his Honour’s
Health and Profperity, as well as for youand yours;
and to enable me to be juft to his Expectations. I’m
fure it would be the Pride of my Heart to pay every
body, his Honour efpecially. I have not run be-
hind-hand for want of Indufiry ; thatalliny Neigh-
bours know; but Loiles and Sicknefs I could not:
help ; and nobody could live morc frugal and fparing.
than both my Wife and I. Indeed we have hardiy
allowed ourfelves Cloaths to our 2acks, nor for our
Children neither, tight, and clean, and wholfome a3
they may appear to thofe who fee them: And we
will continue to live fo Jow as may only keep us in
Heart to do our Labour, until we are got before-:
hand; which God grant. But all this, I told you
before, Mr. Taverner; and fo will fay no more, but
I will do all I can, and God give a Blefling to my
Labours, as I mean honeftly. So no more, buv
that Iam, Sir,

Your ever-obliged Servant,

C3 L ET-
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LETTER CIX

An Offer of Affiffance to a Friend who bas
received great Loffes by a Perfon’s Failure.

Dear Sir,
I AM exceedingly concerned at the great Lofs

which you have lately fuftained, by the Failureof
Mr. Tranter. [hope you behave under it like the
Man of Prudence you have always fhewn your-
felf, andas cne who knows how liable all Men are
to Misfortunes. I think it incumbent on this Oc-
cafion, not to confule you by Words only; but in
the Spirit, and with the Chearfulnefs, of a moft
fincere Friend, to offer my Service to anfwer any
prefent Demand, fo far as 200/, goes, which you
thall have the Ufe of freely for a T'welve-month,
or more, if your Affairs require 4t ; and will even
ftrain a Point rather than not oblige you, if mure
be necefiary to yeur prefent Situation.  You’lldo
me great Pleafure in accepting this Offer, as freely
as it is #indly meant, by, dear Sir,

Your’s moft faithfully.

LETTER CX.
The Friend’s Anwer, accepting the kind Offer.

My dear Friend,

H OW fhall I find Words to exprefs the grateful
Senfe I have of your Goodnefs? This is an’
Inftance of true Friendfhip indeed ! T accept moft
thankfully of fome Part of your generous Offer,
and will give you my Bond, payable in a Year,
for 100/, which is at prefent all I have Occafion

for;
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for; and if Idid not know 1 could then, if not be-
fore, anfwer your Goodnefs as it deferves, I would
not accept of the Favour. This Lofs is very heavy
and affe&ting to me, as you may fuppofe ; yet your
generous Friendfhip .is no finall Comfort to me in
1it.  For fo good 1 Friend is capuble of making any
Calamity light,  Tam, dear vir,

Your meft faithful and cUiized humble Servant,

LETTER CXL

The Friend’s Anfwer, fuppofing be bas no
Occufion.
Dear Sir,
THOUSAND Thanks to you for your
generous Offer, and kind Advice, T have been
not a little affeéted ’\t the unexpedted Fdllure of 4
Man all the "World thought as good s the Bank.
But, atprefent, I haveno Qccafion for your fm.ndly
Afliftance. I{ I fhould, 1 know o one in the
World T would fooner chu(L to be obliged to; for
1 am, dear, kind Sir,

Your moft obliged bmble Scrvant.

LETTER CXIL
Of Confolation to a Friend in Prijon for Debt,
Dear Sir,y
I A M exceedingly concerned to hear, that the Se-
verity of your Creditors has laid you under Con-
finement, But there is one Comfort refults from it,
that the utmoft Stretch of their Revenge cannot
carry them {urther ; and that when aMian 1s got to

the undermoft Part of Fortune’s Whecel, he ey
H 4 rife,
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rife, but cannot fink lower. You now know the
worft, and have nothing to do, but to {upport your
Misfortune with that true Magnanimity which be-
comes a neble Mind.  Long, very long, have you
been labouring under great Difiiculties, and {o have
been enured to Misfortunes; and you have looksd
Jorward with [uch Anxiety and Pain to the hard
Lotthat hasnow befallen you, that *tisimpofl:ble the
bearing of it can be equal to the #&prehenfizns you
had of it.  You fee all around vou too many un-
happy Objeéts reduced to the fame Diftrefs, and

ou fee them either extricating themfelves from
thofe Difficulties, (as I hope you foon will) or learn-
ing to bear them with a true Chriftian Refignation,
For well does the wife Man obferve, that the Race is
not to the Swift, nor the Battleto the Strong, nor Riches
toaldan of Underflanding. Anditwill yieldyou fome
Confolation: when you refle@, that zozs Life is but
a State of Probation, and he that meets with Mif-
fortunes bere, may. by a priger Ufs of them, and by
God’s Grace, v-inritled (o a bleiffed:Hope ; when
A prefpercus Srare miy make o Man furgetful of
bie Louty, and fo reap no other Good but what he
finds in this 7rar iy Lite, femember, my Friend,
that the Scheol of 7/ (tion 1s the School of Fiifdom s
have under this trying Culamity, as to fay
vel Frophet, ft is good for me, that 1

o
Y

o

with the
qvas affiidicd.
I think myfelf, however, not a little unhappy,
that my Circumftances wiil not permit e to aflift
ou on this gricvous Oceafien, in the way a Friend
would chufe to do, if he was able; but if by my
perfonal Attendance on anv of ysur Creditors or
Friends, I can do you Pleafure or Service, I beg
you to command me. For, in whatever is in my
poor Power, I'am, and fhall ever be,
' Your faithful Fricad and Servant.
LET-
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LETTER CXIIL

In Anfwer to the preceding.
Dear Sir,
I N O W experience fully the Truth of the honef:

Englifh Phrafe, That a Friend in Need, is a
Friend in Deed. You have filled me with fuch un~
fpeakable Comfort to find that I am not abandoned:
by a// my old Acquaintance, that, in a great meafure,
your feafonable Kindnefs will enable me to purfue:
the Advice you give me,

It is too late to look back now on the Steps that:
have brought me to this abje& Condition. No.
doubt, were I to live my Life over again, I could
do much better for myfelf than I have done, -and
thould hardly run into fome of the Failings she
have help’d to bring fuch heavy Misfortunes upon
me. But my Comfort is, Tever had an bone/t In-
tentiony and never was a Sof or a Spendthrift. Bug
yet, who knows, if I had avoided /ome Miftakes, that
I might not have {zllen"into as bad another way ?
So I muft acquiefce in the Difpenfation, and pray
o God, .in his own good Time, to deliver ine
from it.

What is moft grievous to me in this Matter, is
my poor [7ife and Children, who have deferved a
happier Fate, had. it Leenin my Power to have
done better for them, than now l.am ever likcly
to do.

As to 'your kind Offer, my dear Friend, I will
beg to fee you as often as may not be detrimental
to your ows Affairs. I care not how feldom I fee
my dear Wife: Neither her Heart nor mine can
bear the Grief that opprefles vs when we think of
our happier Days 2nd Pr?‘fpe&s, and fee them all

5 sencluded
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econcluded within thefe Bare, and Bolts, and Lat-
tices; fo that we fink one another ftill lower
every doleful Vifit the dear good Woman makes
me. But your Vifits, my Friend, will be of
fingular Ufe and Comfort to me, (as your Pre-
fence and kind Advice will be to her, as often as
you can) to fave us both the Mortification of feeing
one another {o often as my Affairs will otherwife
require her to come to this difmal Place; for I
cannot open my Mind to any body but you and
ber. I will allo get you to go to Mr. Maddox, my
principal Creditor, and one or two more ; I will
tell you about what; and only fear I fhall be too
troublefome to vou. But ycu are fo kind as to
offer your Service in this way, and I am reduced to
the fad Necefiity of pufhing myfelf upon you, with-
out the leaft Hope of ever having it in my Power to
fhew you, as I wifh'to do, how much I am

Your grateful, tho’ unbappy Servant.

LETTER CXIV.

To a Perfon of Note, in Acknowledgment of
great Benefits received,

Honoured Sir,

ERMIT me to approach you with the thank=

ful Acknowlcdgments of a grateful Heart, on
the Favour and Benefit your Goodnefs has con-
ferred upon me. It fhall be the Bufinefs of my
whole Life, to the utmoft of my Power, to de-
ferve it; and my whole Family, which youhave
made happy by your Bounty, will every Day join
with me in Prayers to God, to blefs you with
the Continuance of your valuable Health, a long

Life,
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Life, and all worldly Honour ; for fo it will become
us to do, for the unmerited Favours conferr’d upon,
honoured Sir,

221 anoft dutiful Servant,

LETTER CXV.

Auother for Favours of not fo bigh, yet of a
generous Nature,

I erthy 8ir,

SHOUL D appear ungrateful, if I did not add

this further Trouble to thofe I have already given
vou, of acknowledging vour Goodnefs to me, in
this Lt Infrance of it.  May God Almighty return
to you, Sir, cne hundred-fold, the Benefit you
have conferr’d upon me, and give me Opportunity
by my future Services, to fhew my pratetul Heart,
and how much [ am, worthy Sir,

Your for-ever olliged and dutifid Servant,

LETTER CXVL

An Excufe to a Perfor who wants to borrow
Noney.
§ IR,
AM very forry, that vour Requeft comes tome
at a time when I am fo prefs’d by my own
Affairs, that I cannot withany Conveniency com-
ply withit. I hope, Sir, you will therefore excufe

Your moff bumble Servant.

Heé LET-
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EETTER CXVIL

On the fame Subject.
5 1R,

HAVE, on an urcent Gecafion, been oblized to
borrow a Sum of Mioney myfelf within ten Days
paft : Hence you’ll judge of my Want of Capacity
rather than }:zclinatim to comply with your Re-
queft. ForIlam
Your fincere Friend.

LETTER CXVIIL
On the fame Subjeil,
S IR, :
I'T is with no little Puin, that T am obliged o
lay open to you, on occafien of the Loan you
requeft of me, my own Inavilitv, I fhall make
very hard Shit to anlwey Some neceffary Demands,
which muft be comply’d withbya certainTime ; and -
o can only fay, I am forry I bave it not in my
Power to {hew you how fincerely I am-

Your mncs? bumble Servant. .

LETTER CXIX.
Do a Friend in Compli.nce with bis Requeft to.
' borrow a Sum of Money,
§ IR, '
Y O U have highly obliged.me ia the Requeft you
make me.  k moft chearfully comply with it,
and inclofe a Note for the requefted Sum, payable
on Sight ; and am nota little glad it is in my Power
to (hew you how much I am
Your faithful Friend and Servant.

LET-
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LETTER CXX

Another on the fame Occafion, limiling the Re-
payment 10 a certain Time.,

S TR,

T H E Intimation you give me, that the Sum of
50 Pounds will be of great Ufe to you, and
that you fhall be able to repay it in Four Months,
makes me refolve to put myfelf to fome Difficulty
to oblige you.  Accordingly I inclofe a Bank Note
tothat Amount. ButImuft, in the Name of Friend-
Ship, beg of you to return it me anufed, if you think
you cannot keep your Word .in the Repayment ;
for my accommodating you with this Sum, is rather,
at prefent, a greater Teftimony of my Iuclination
than Akility to ferve you : ForIam.

Your affeétionate Friend and Servant.

LETTER CXXIL
Ty a Friend, on a Breach of Promife in not
returning Money lent in bis Exigence.

SITR,
“ 7 HEN you apply’d tome, in your Streights,

for Affiftance, and made fuch ftrong Promifes

of returning in Four Months what I advanced;
little did T think, you would give me the irkfome
Occafion, either of reminding you of your Promife,
or of zcquainting you with the Streights in which
my Friend'hip for you has involv’d myfelf. I have
always endeavour’d to manage my Affuirs with fo
much Prudence, as to keep within myfelf the Power
of
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of anfwering Demands upon me, without troubling
my Friends 5 and T told you, I muft expect you
would keep yourWord exactly to the Four Months,
or elfe I fhould be diftrefs’d, as bad as you were
when you apply’d to me. Six Months pafled,
and you took no manner of Notice of the Mat-~
ter, when I was forced to remind you of it,
having been put to it, as I told you I thould. You
took a Fortnight longer, under ftill ftronger Pro-
mifes of Performance. And Threc [Feeks are now
expired, and your jicend Promifes are flill os
much to be performed as your fir/7.  Is this kind,
is this friendly, is it grateful, Sir, let meafk you?
And ought I to be made to fuffer in my Credit, who,
was fo ready to fave yours 7---When, too, mine
had been in no Danger, had I notput out of mv own
Power what actually was then In it? T will ouly
fay, That if any Confideration remains with you
for one fo truly your Friend, let me immediately
be paid, and take from me the cruel Neccflity of
reproaching pou for Ingratitude, and /clf for
Folly : Who am, Sir,
Your unkindly ufed, &c.

LETTER CXXIL

To a Friend, who bad promifed o lend a Sum of
Money, to anfwer a critical Exigence, and
drove it off to the laft.

Dear Sir,

YO U were fo kind as to tell me, a Fortnight
ago, that you would lend me One hundred
Pounds on my Bond, to anfwer a Demand that
my Credit would be otherwife a Sufferer by. And
you were pleafed to fay, youwould have me look no
further,
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further, and that I fhould certainly have it in time,
I have looked no further, Sir; and the Day of Pay-
ment approaching, you cannot imagine how m
Mind has fuffered by being not abfolutely fure of
having the Money to anfwer the Demand. T hope,
Sir, nothing has happen’d to make you alter your
Mind ; for, at this thort Notice, I{hall not know
to whom to apply toraife it. In the utmoft Pertur-
bation of Mind, for fear of the worft, my Credit
being wholly at Stake, I beg your Anfwer, which
I hope will be to the Satisfattion of, Sir,

Your obliged humble Servan:,

LETTER CXXIIL

The Anfwer, exciifing the Pain be bad given bis
Friend by bis RemifJnefs.

Dear Sir,

WILL attend you this Afternoon with the

Money, which I had always great Pleafure in
the Thought of fupplying you with; and I am moit
heartily vexed with myfelf, for giving you the Pain
and Uneafincfs that muft have attended a Mind fo
pundtual as yours, and in a Cafe fo critically e¢ir-
cumftanced.” But I hope you’ll forgive me, tho’ I
can hardly forgive myfelf.” I am, Sir, as well on
this, as on any other Occafion in my Power,

Your fincere Friend and Servant.,

LET-
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LETTER CXXIV.

To one who, upon a very fhort Acquaintance, and
without any vifible Merit but Affurance, wants.
to borrow a Sum of Money.

S TR,

Y OU did me the Favour of inquiring for'me two:
- or three times while I was out of Town, And
among my Letters I find one from you, defiring the
Loan of 50 Guineas, You muft certainly have
miftaken yourfelf or me very much, to think we
were enough known to each other:for fuch a T'ran{-
a&ion. I was twice in your Company; I wasdee
Tighted with your Converfation: You feemed as
much pleafed with mine: And if we both ated
with Honour, the Obligation is mutual, and there
can be no room to fuppofe me your Debtor. I
have no churlifh nor averitious Heart, I will vens
ture. to fay; but.there muft te Bounds to every
thing ; and Difcretion is as neceffary in conferring
as in receiving 2 Kindnefs, Toa Friend, my help-
ing Hand ought to be lent, when his Neceflities
require it : Y ou cannot think our Intimacy enough
to commence that Relation ; and thould T anfwer the
Demands of every mew Aequaintance, 1 fhould-foon
want Power to ovolige my o/d Friends, and even to
ferve myfelf. Surely, Sir, aGentleman of your Merit
camnot be fo little beloved, as to be forced to feck
toa new Acquaintance, and to have nobetter Friend
than one of Yefferday. 1 will not do you the In-
jury to fuppofe, that you have not many, who
have the 4¢/? Reafons from long Knowledge, to
oblige you: And, by your Application to me, I’
capnot think Ba/bfuluefs thould ftand in your way
to
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to them. Be this as it may, it does notat all fuit
my Convenicncy to comply with your Requeft;
and fo I muft beg you to excaufe

Yours, &c,

LETTER CXXV.

A Gentleman to a Lady who bumouroufly refents
his Miftre/s’s Fondnefs of a Monkey, and In-
difference to himfelf.

Madam,

MU ST be under the lefs Regret, for the Con-
tempt with which you reccive my Addrefles,
when your Favour is wholly engroffed by fo wretch-
ed a Rival : For ought a rational Man to wonder
he is received with Negleé and Slight by a Lady
who can be taken up with the Admiration of a chas-
tering Monkey ? But pray be fo good as to perm:t
me to rcafon the Natter a little with you. Iwould
afk you then, By what extraordinary Endowment
this happy Creature has found Means to engrofs
your Favour ! Extravagance is never commendable :
But while I am dying beneath your Frowns, how
can you be profufe in your Carefles to fo mean a
Competitor ! Condefcend to view us in the fame
Light: What valuable Qualification is Mr. Pug
endowed with, which I am deftitute of ? What can
he do, which I cannot perform, tho’ with lefs Agi-
lity, to full as good Purpofe? Is it a Recommenda-
tion in him that he wears no Breeches? For my
part, I will moft willingly furrender mine at your
Feet. Be impartial for once: Place us together
before you: View our Faces, our Airs, our Shaper,
and our Language. If he be handfomer than I,
which,
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which, on a ftric Scrutiny, I hope will not be al-
lowed him neither, pray try our Wits: However
acute he may be, I canaffure you I reckon myfelf
no Fool ; if I was, I fhould lefs refent the Pre-
ference you rive againft me. I will fing or dance
“with him for his Ears: Turn him loofe to me, I
will fight him, if that be neceffary to obtain your
Favour ; or doany thing in the World tofhew you
how much I am, and fhall ever be, if you’ll per-
mit it, .
Your very humble Admirer.

LETTER CXXVL
A Sailor to bis betrothed Miftrefs.

My dear Peggy, Barbadoes, Q6. 9.

I F you think of me half fo often as I do of you,

it v7ill be every Hour ; for you are never out of
my Thoughts, and, when Iam afleep, I conftantly
dream of my dear Peggy. 1 wear my Half-bit of
Geld always at my Heart, ty’d to a blue Ribbon
round my WNeck ; for True Blue, my deareft Love,
is the Colour of Colours to me. Where, my Deareft,
do you put yours £ 1 hope you are careful of it ; for
it would be a bad Omen to lofe it.

I hope you hold in the fame Mind ftill, my
deareft Dear; for God will never blefs you, if you
break the Vows you have made to me. As to your
ever faithful A%lliam, 1 would fooner have my
Heart torn from my Breaft, than it thould harbour
a With for any other Woman befides my Pegy,.
O my deareft Love | you are the Joy of my Lifc!
My Thoughts are all of yer: 5 vou are with me in all
1do ; and my Flope and my /.77 is only to be yours.
God fend it may befo! Qur
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Our Captain talks of failing foon for England ;
and then, and then---my deareft Peggy /---O how
I rejoice, how my Heart beats with Delight, that
makes me I cannot te// how, when I think of ar-
riving in England, and joining Hands with my
Peggy, as we have Harts before, I hope! I am,
fure I fpeak for one.

Fohn Arthur, in the good Ship Elizabeth, Capt.
IVintertan, which is returning to England, (as 1
hope we fhall foon) promifes to deliver this into
your own dear Hand ; and he will bring you too,
Six Bottles of Citron-water as 2 Token of my Love.
It is fit for the fineft Ladies Tafte, it is fo good ;
and it is what, they fay, Ladies drink, when they
can get it,

Fohn fays, he will have one fweet Kifs of my
deureit Peggy, for his Care and Pains.  So let him,
my beft Love ; for I am not of a jealous Temper.
I bave a better Opinion of my Dearef?, than fo.---
But, Oh! that I wasin bis Placel----- One Kifs
thould not ferve my Turn, tho’ I hopeit may his /---
Yet, if he takes tewo, I’ll forgive him 5 one for me,
and one for himfelf.  For I love Fobn dearly ; and
fo you may well think. Well, what fhall I fay
more ?----Or rather what fhall I fay nexr? For I
have an hundred things crouding in upon me, when
I write to my Deareft ; and, alas! one has fo few
Opportunities !---But yet I muft leave off'; for I
have written to the Bottom of my Paper. Love
then to all Friends ; and Duty to both our Mothers,

concludes me
Your faithful Lover till Death.

LET-
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LETTER CXXVIL
Her Anfwer..

Dear William,.

F OR fo I may call you now we are fure ; and (s
my Mother fays. = This is to let you know,
that nothing fhall prevail upon me to alter my Pro-
mife made to you, when we parted: With heavy
Hearts enough, that’s true. And yet I had a little
Inkling given me, that Mr. Alford’s'Son the Car-
penter would be glad to make Love to me : But,.do
you think I would fuffer it? No, indeed! Forl
doubt not your Loyalty to me, and do you think 1
will not be as loyal to you!---To be fure I will.
Thefe Sailors run fuch [ad Chances, faid one that
you and I both know. They may return, and they
may not, Well, I will truft in God for that, who
has returned fafe to his Friends, their dear Billy,
fo many a time, and often. They will have a
Miftrefs in every Land they come to, faid they, All
are not fuch naughty Men, faid I, and T’ll truft
Eilly Oliver all the World over. For why cannot
MMen be as faithful as Zomen, tro’? And for me, I
am fure no Love fuall ever touch my Heart but

yours, o
God fend usa happy Meeting ! Let who will fpeak
againtt Sailors ; they are the Glory and the Safe-
uard of the Land. And what would have become
of Old England long ago but for them @ 1 am fure
thelazy geod-for-nothing Land-lubbers would never
have proteéted us from our cruel Foes. So Sailors
are and ever fhall be efteemed by me ; and, of /!
Sailors, my dear Billy Oliver. Believe this Truth

from
Your faithful, &ec.

P.S.
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P.§. 1 had this Letter writ in Readinefs to
fend you, as 1 had Opportunity.  And the
Captain’s Lady undertakes to fend it with

ber’s, That is very kind and condefcending,.
Isitnot?

LETTER CXXVIIL
A Sea-Officer to bis Wife.

Port- Mahon, O&ober 31.
My dear Life,
TAKE the Opportunityafforded me by Captain
Copythorne, who is rcturning to England, to
let you know that I am in perfcét Health at pre-
fent, God be praifed 5 tho’ I have, with many of
the Crew,-been down of the Blosdy-Flux, occa-
fioned by being a little too free with the new
Wines and Fruit of thefe Countries ; and yet 1
thought I was very moderate in both. Our Captain
continues very civil and kind, and places his prin-
cipal Confidence in me ; and I endeavour fo to be-
have on the Occafion, as to avoid incurring the
Envy of every one; and indeed, have the good
Fortune to be generally refpected.
Captain Copythorne is fo kind as to carry to you
a Token of my Affeétion ; which is a fmall
Parcel of Cyprus Wine, that I believe will be
agreeable to your beft Friend Mis. Sampfon, to
whom therefore you may prefent half, and kecp
the other for your own Ufe. The Captain has
alfo Fifty Doller: to prefent you with, from me,
only piving out of them the Duty for the I7ine 5
for it is but jo/# that it fhould be fo, if he cannot
mect with Favour in fo fmall a Parcel ; for what
the Law of the Land, which proteéts us all, gives
to the King, is as muchéis Due, (however other
People
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People a&) as any Part of my private Property,
which is fecured to me by the fame Law, is mine:
And I am convinc’d, thatif every one acted up to
this juft Principle, there need not be fo many
Taxes as there are ; and the fair Trader, and all
horeft Men, would be the better for it.

I hope, my dear Fackey and Nancy continue
in good Health, and dutiful, and come on in their
Schooling 5 for that will fland them in ftead, per-
haps, when the poor Matters we are enabled to do
for them, may not be worth trufting to.

I long to fee my dear Berty. God give us a
happy Meeting, if it be his blefled Will.  But, I
believe, it will hardly be till we have humbled the
proud Fack Spaniard : Which God aifo grant.
For that Nation has been very vile and bafe to us
honeft Englifhmen. ‘This concludes me at prefent

Your ever-loving Hufband,

Love and Service to all Friends.

LETTER CXXIX.
A Wife to ber Hufband at Sea.

My Deay,
Think it a long Time fince I have had the Com-
fort and Satisfaction of hearing of your Wel-
fare. Often and often do I refle€t on the Unhap-
pinefs of us poor Women, who are marry’d to Sea-
faring Men. Every /7ind that blows, every
Pirate we hear of, and now, in Time of Iar,
every Hour of our Lives, the Dread of Enemies,
alarms us,  God’s Providence is our Reliance, and
fo it ought 5 for nothing elfe can fuftain us thro’
our different Apprehenfions every Day we live.
But to be fure the Unhappinefs is ftill greater to
fuch

4
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fuch as love one another, as wealways did. I hope,
when it fhall pleafe God to return you fafe to my
Wifhes, that you will take no more of thefe very
long Voyages, if you can help it. The Trips to
Hylland or France are fo pretty, that they rather
add to than diminith one’s Comforts: But, Oh,
thefe long, long Voyages! Yct, in Time of War,
People cannot do as they will. And I muft be
contented 3 and the more, when I {ee that the fine
Ladies of Captains, Commodores, and Admirals,
are no better off than your poor Fenny.

We have had the Misfortune to lofe Uncle
Fames fince you went : He was a Landman, out
of the Dangers you run ; yct, as I hope, God has
preferved you, while he is dead and gore. So we
fee there is nothing to be faid for it, when our
Timeis come. They talk of my Aunt’s marrying
again, and fhe has a Courtier comes to her, be-
caufe the is aforehand in the World, and yet Uncle
Fames has not yet been dead three Months.  Fie
upon her, I fay, tho’fhe is my Aunt! for the had
a good Hufband of him. As to you and I, my
Dear, I hope God will fpare us to one another ;
for you are my Fir/? Love, and {hall be my La/?.
Coufin Barns had the Misfortune to break his Leg,
but is in a good way. Fenny Adams is to be
marry’d next Week to Fohn Lafcclls. "This is
all the News among our Acquaintance; for I am
fure it is none, to tell you, that Tam

Your faithful and loving 17 ife.

LET-
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LETTER CXXX.

o a Father, on his Negleft of bis Childrens
Education.

Dear Sir,
I AM under a Congern to fee fuch a Remiflnefs,

as every body takes notice of, in the Education
of your Children, They are brought up, ’tis true,
to little Offices in your Bufinefs, which keep them
adtive, and may make them in fome degree of pre-
Sfenty tho’ poor Ufe to you; but, I am forry to fay,
of none to themfelves, with regard tq their future
Profpests, which is what a worthy Parent always
has in View,

There is a proper Time for every thing ; and if
Children are not early initiated into their Duty,
and thofe Parts of Learning which are proper to
their particular Years, they muft neceflarily be
difcouraged, and fet behind every one of their
Schoolfellows, tho” much younger thanthemfelves ;
and you know not, Sir, what a laudable Emulation
you by this means deftroy, than which nothing is
of greater Force to Children, to induce them to
attend to their Book ; nor what a Difgrace you
involve them in with refpe& to Children among
Children, for theBiggeft and Eldeft to be fo much
out-done by the Leaft and Youngeft.

Nor is the Confequence of this Defe&t confin’d
to the School-age, us I may call it; for as they
grow up, they will be look’d uvpon in an equally
difcourazing and difsdventageous Light, by all who
converfe with them : Wkich muft of courfe throw
them into the Company of the Dregs of Man-
kind ; for how will they be able to converfe or
correfpond with thoic whofe Acquaintance it is

moft
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eoft worth their while to cultivate? And indeed
they will probably be fo confcious of their Unfit-
nefs to bear a Part in worthy Convetfation, that,
to keep themfelves in Countenance, they will, of
their own Accord, fhun the bester Company, and
aflociate with the wor/: And what may be the
Confequence of this, a wife Man, and a good
Father, would tremble to think of, efpecially when
he has to refleét upon himfelf as the Canfe of it,
{et it be what it will,
Then, Sir, it is to be confider’d, that without
a tolerable Education, they can be only fit for
mean and fordid Employments, Hear what the
‘Wife Man fays to this very Purpofe : ¢¢ How can
< he get Wifdom, that holdeth the Plsugh, and
that glorieth in the Goad, that driveth User,
and is eccupied in their Labours, and whofe Talk
¢ is of Bullocks ? He giveth his Mind to make
¢ Furrows, and is diligent to give the Niwe I2dder.,
¢ So every Carpenter and I7srdmafler that labour-
¢ ¢th Night and Day----The Smith allo fitting
¢ by the Anvil, and confidering the Iron-work,
« the Vapour of the Fire wafteth his ¥lolh----
< The Noiﬁ of the Hasmmer and the Auvi/ is over
¢ in his Ears----- So doth the Potrer fitting at his
« Work, and turning the Wheel about with his
¢ Feet----He fathjoncth the Clay with his Arm,
¢ and boweth down his Strength before his Feet,”
Thefe, as he obferves, are ufeful in their Wy,
but their Minds being whally engrofled by thei
Labours, ¢¢ they fhall not be fought for in ;.o
“ Councily nor fit bigh in the Congregatisn-----
¢ they cannot declare Fuftice and Fudgm:nt, and
“¢ they fhall not be found where Parables are
s¢ {poken.” That is, they fhall be confined 1o 1
Drudgery of their own fervile Station, ar:d will he
ititled neither tofononr n()Ir Refpect, az thev miae
hive

<

~
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havesbeen, had they had an Education to qualify
them for more refpectable Bufinefles. And yon
will confider, Sir, in a clofer Light, as to us
who live in the prefent Age, and in this great City,
that there is hardly a creditable or profitable Em-
ployment in London, where a tolerable Knowledge
of Accounts, and Penmanjhip, in particular, is not
required, .. Confider alfo what Opportunities they
may lofe by this Negle@t of their Education, in
cafe they fhould fail in the Bufinefs they are put to,
of getting comfortable and genteel Bread in fome
Merchant’s Compting-houfe, or in fome one of the
feveral Offices about this great Metropolis ; as
Book-kecpers, Clerks, Accomptants, &c.

. And with regard more immediately to ysur/elf,
how can you expeét, when they know you could
do better for them, but that their Behaviour to
you will be of a Piece with the reft? for if they
are not polifh’d by Learning, but are left to a kind
of Inftinét rather, is it to be expected, that they
fhould behave to yow, and their Mother, with that
Senfe of their Obligations which Learning incul-
cates ! Nor indeed will they have thofe Obligations
to vou, which other Children have to the:r Parents,
who take care to give them Opportunities of Im-
provement, which are deny’d to yours. Confider,
dear Sir, what a contemptible Charater, even
among the fordid Vulgar, that of an i//iterate
Fellowis ; and what Refpect, on the contrary, a
Man of Letters is treated with, by his Eguals, as
~well as Inferiors : And when you lay all thefe plain
Reafons and Obfervations together, I make no
doubt but you will endeavour to retrieve loft
"T'ime, and be advifed in this material Point (which
1 can have no Intereft in) by ‘

Your fincere Friend and Servant.
LET-
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LETTER CXXXL

From a young Maiden, abandon’d by ber I gver
for the fake of a greater Foriune.

Mpr. John,

MUST take up my Pen and write, tho”perhaps
you will only fcoff at me for fo doing ; bur
when I have faid what I have to fay, then I fhal
have eafed my Mind, and will endeavour to forget
you for ever, I have had fo many Cautions giver:
me againft the falfe Hearts of Men, and was fo
often told how they will vow and forfwear them-u.
felves, that I ocught to have been on my Guard,
that’s true : And indeed, o [ was a great while
You know it well.  But you courted me fo long,
vowed foearneftly, and {cem’d fo much in Love
with me, that it was fitft Pity in e, that made
me liften to you ; and, Oh ! this na/#y Puty, how
foon did it bring----But I won’t fay Loye neither,
1 thought, if all the young Men in the “World:
befides proved falfe, yet it was impoflibic you
fhould. Ah! poor filly Creature that I was,” to.
think, tho’ every body flattcr'd me with beiny
fightly enough, I could hold a Heart fo fordidly
bent on futereft, as 1 always faw yours to be 5 but
that, thought I, tho’ *tis « Meannels { don’t [ike, .
{et will it be a Security of his making u frugul:
{ufband inan Age fo fruitful of Spendthrifts.

But at length it has proved, that you can prefer
Polly Bambridge, and leave poor me, only becaufe
fhe has a greater Portion than I have. .

I fay nothing againft Polly. 1 with her well.
Indeed Ido. And I with yox no Harm néither.
But as you knew Polly before, why could you not
have made to yourfelf @ Merit with fer, without

12 going
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going fo far with me # What need you have fo
often begg’d and pray’d, figh’d and vow’d, (never
leaving'me, Day nor Night) till you had got me
foolifhly to belicveand pity you? AndTo, after your
Courtfhip to me was made a Town-talk, then you
could leave me to be laugh’d at by every one {
flighted for you! Was this juft, was this well done,
think you? , '
Here T cannot go out of Doors but I have fome
one or other fimpering and. fneering at me; and I.
have had two #illow-garlands fent me; fo I have--
But what poor Stuff, in fome of my own Sex too,
is this, to laugh at and deride me for your Bafe-
nefs ? I «can call my Heart to witnefs. to my
Virtue in Thought, in Word, and in Deed ; and:
muft I be ridicul’d fora falfe one, who gives him-
delf Airs at my Expence, and at the Expence of
his ownTruth and Honour? Indeed you cannot
fay the leaft Il of me, that’s my Comfort. I
defy the Werld to fay any thing to blaft my Cha-
ralter: Why then fhould I fuffer in the #orid’s

Bye, for your Bafenefs ?---- ,
I feek not to move you to return to the Fidelity
ou have vow’d; for by this Time, mayhap,
you’d be as bafe to Polly as you have been to me,
#f you did ; and I with ber no” Willow-gariands,
I'll affure you.  But yet, let me defire you to fpeak
of me with Decency : That is no more than I
deferve, well you know, Don’t, to. brave-thro’
the Perfidy you have been guilty of, mention me
witlr fuch Fleers; as, k hear, you have done to feve-
ral ;-and pray call me noneof your poor dear Girls /
And, 1 bope fhe won’t take it to-Heart, poor Thing !
—+_with that Infolence that fo little becomes you,
and I have fo little_deferved. 1 thought te have
appeal’d to your. Confeience, on what has paffed
between us, ‘when I began. - I thought-to have
[ut
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put the Matter home to you ! But I have run ount
into this Length, and now don’t think it worth
while to write much more: For what is Confeience
to 2 Man who could wow as you have done, and
aét as you have done ?
vo then, Mr. Fokn, naughty Man as you are !
I will try to forget you for ever. Rejoice in the
Smiles. of your Polly Bambridge, and glad your
Heart with the Pofleffion of an Hundred or Two.
of Pounds more than I have:, and {ee what you’lh
be the richer or happier a few Years hence. I wifh,
no Harmto you.  Your Uonfcience will be a greater
Trouble to you than I with it to be, if you are
capable of reftefting.  And for yeur fake, 1 will
henceforth fet myfelf up-to be an Advifer to all my
SBex, never to give Ear to a Mdan, unlefs they can be.
fore, that his futere/t will be a Security for his pre--
tended Affection to them. 1 am, tho® greatly -ju-
Jured and deceived, naughty Mr, Fobn, ,

Yeur FFell-woifber,

LETTER CXXXIL

From a Gentleman to bis Miftrefs, awho fecing no-
Hopes of Succefs, refpecifully withdraws his
Suit,

Mapam,
MAKE no doubt but this will be the welcomeft-
- Letter that you ever received from me ; for it
comes to affure you, that it is the laft Trouble
you will ever have from me. Nor fhould I have
fo long with-held from you. this Satisfadtion, had
not the Hope your Brother gave me,. that in time I
might meet with a happii_r i‘ate, made me willing
-3 ta
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‘o try every way to obtain your Favour. But I
tee, ‘all the Hopes given me by his kind Cor-
fideration for me, and thofe that "my own Pre-
fumption had made me entertain, “are all in vain :
Anrd T will therefore rid you of fo troublefome an
Importuner, having nothing to offer now but my
atdent Withes for your Happinefs ; and thefe,
Madam, Iwill purfue you with to my Life’s lateft
Date.

May you, whenever you fhall change your Con-
dition, meet with a Heart as paflionately, and as
fincerely devoted to youas mine! And may you
be happy for many, very many Years, in the Man
you can honour with your Love! For, give mé
leave to fay, Madam, that in this, my End will
be in part anfwer’d, becaufe it was moft fin~
cerely yowr Happinels I had in View, as well a5
sy own, when I prefumptuoufly hoped, by-contri-
tuting to the one, to fecure the other. 1 am;
Madam, with-the higheft Veneration,

Your moft abedient humble Servant,

LETTER CXXXIIL

From a Lady to a Gentleman, who had obtained
all her Friends Confent, unrging him to decline
bis Suit t0 ber,

8§ I R,

OU have often importuned me to return Marks

of that Confideration for you,which you profefs

for me. As my Parents, to whom I owe all Duty,
encourage your Addrefs, I with I could. I am
hardly treated by them, becaufe I cannot. What
thall I do? -Let me apply to you, Sir, for my
o - Relief,
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Relief, who have much good Senfe, and, I hope,
‘Generofity.  Yes, Sir, let me befpeak your Fly-
manity to me, and Fuflice to yourfelf, in this Point 3
and that fhall be all I will afk in my Favour. 1
own you deferve a much-better Wife than I fhall
ever make; but yet, as Love is not in one’s own
Power, if I have-the Misfortune to know I can~
not love you, will not Fufficeto yourfelf, if not
Pity to me, obligeyou -to abandon your prefent
Purpofe? - :

But as-to-myfelf, Str, Why fhould you make a
poor Creature unhappy in the Difpleafure of all her
+riends at prefent, and. ftill morc unhappy, if, to
wvoid that, fhe gives up her Perfon, where the.can-
siot beftow her Hear:? If you love mc, as you
profefs, let me afk you, Sir, Is it for my fake, on
ss it for your own@---~If for minc, how can it Lz,
when I muft be miferable, if Iam forced to marry
where Icannot love 7---- If for your own, refledt,
Sir, on the Selfithnefs of your Love, and judge if
it deferves from me the Return you wifh.

How fadly does this Love already operate! You
love me fo well, that you make me miferable in.
the Anger.of my deareft Friends! ---- Your Love
has alrcady made them think me undutiful, and
inftead of the Fondnefs and Endearment I ufed to
be treated with by them, T meet with nothing but
:Chidings, Frowns, Slights, and Difplcafure.

And what is this:Love of yours to do for me
hereafter ?---Why hereafter, Sir, it will be turned
to Hatred, -or Indiffercnce at leaft: Vor then, the®
I cannot give you my Heart, I fhall have 2jven you
a Title to it, and you will huve a lawful Claim to
its Allegiance. May it not then, nay eught itnet
to be treated on the Foot of a Rehel, and expect”
Punifhment as fuch, inftead of Tendernefs ? Even
were I -to be. treated with Alercy, with Goodus/r,

Iy with
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with Kindnefs by you, and- could. pot deferve or
return tt, what a Wretch.-would your Lewe make
me ' How would it ifvolve me ip the crying Sin
of Ingratitude I’ How would it deftroy my Repu-
tation in the JForld’s Eye, that the b¢/7 of Hufbands
had the wor/? of Wives ----The kizdi/? of Men,
the unkindeft of Women {----
. Ceafe then, I befeech you, this hopelefs, this
cxuel Purfuit 1------ Make fome worthier Perfon
happy with your Addrefles, that can be happy in
them !---~By this means, you will reftore me (if
you decline as of your cwn Motion) to the Con-
dition you found me in, the Love of my Parents,
and the Efteem of my Fiiends. If you really
love me, this may be a hard T'afk ; but it will be
a moft generous one ~---And there is fome Reafon
“to expect it 5 for who, that truly loves, wifhes to
make the Obje&k of his Love miferable # This
muft I be, if you perfift in your Addrefs; ard I
thall know by your Conduét on Occafion of this
wncommon Requeflt, how to confider it, and in
what Light to place you, either as the moft ge-
nerous or the moft ungeserous of Mien, Mean timé
T am, Sir, ‘moft heartily, tho’ I cannot be what
you would have me,” =’ . '

Your Well-wibir, and bumble Sévvant,

LETTER CXXXiV.

The Gentleman®s Anfwer 1o the Lady's htom-
mon Requeft,

i Dear Madam,
I AM exdeedingly concernéd, that I cannét be
“‘as acceptable to you, as I have the good For-
tanc-to find myfel to vour honoured Parents. If,
Madam,
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Madam, I had Reafon to think it was ‘éwing to
¥our Prepofleffion in fome happier Man’s Favour,
fhould utterly defpair of it, and fhould really
think it would be unjuft to myfelf, and ungererous
to you, to continue my Addrefs.” As ther¢fore you
have, by your Appeal to me, in fo uncommona way,
endeavour’d to make me a Party againft myﬁ}},
and I have thewn fo much Regard to you, as to
be willing to oblige you, as far as I can, may I not
hope the Favour of you to declare generoufly,whe-
ther I owe my Unhappinefs to fuch a Prepoffeffion,
and whether your Heart is given to fome other "
----If this be the Cafe, you fhall find 2ll'you wifh:
"on my Part; and I fhall take a Pride to plead
againft myfelf, let me fuffer ever fo much by it,
to your Father and Mother : But if not, and you
have taken any other Difgufts to my Perfon or Be-
haviour,. that there may be Hope my utmoit Affec—
tion and Afliduity, or a contrary Condué;, may,.
in time, get the better of, let me implore you to
permit me {kill to continue my zealous Refpets to
ycu 5 forthis I wilk fay,. that there is not a Man-
m the World' who can addrefs you with a fincerex.
and more ardent Flame, than, dear NMadam;

Your affectionate ddmirery and bumble Seruant:

LETTER CXXXV.
The Lady’s Reply, in cafe of a Prepoffeffion..

S IR,
1 Thank you for your kind Affurance, that you:
will befriend.me in the manner I with; and I
think I owe it to your. Generofity to declare, that
there 15 a Pevfon in the World, that, might I be
icft to my otun Choice;. 1 fhould prefer to all other
o Ts. Men,
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Men. To this, Sir, it is owing, that your Addrefs
cannot meet with the Retyrn it might otherwife
deferve from me. Yet are Things {o circumitanc’d,
that while my Friends prefer you, and know nothing
of the sther, 1thould find'it very difficult to obtain
their ‘Confents. But your generous Difcontinu-
ance, without giving them the #rue Reafon for it,
will lay an Obligation-greater than I can ex-
prefs, on. . S ; :
Your-mof? -bumble Servant;

LETTER CXXXVL *

The Lady’s Reply in cafe of no Prepoffeffion, of
that fbe chufes not lo awomy it,

" 8'TR, )
I AM forry to “fay, that my Difapprobation of
your Addrefs is infuperable --- yet cannot ‘1

‘but think myfelfbeholden to you for the Generofit
of your Aniwer to iy earneft Requeft. 'I' mu’é
beg you, Sir, to'give over your Application ; but
how can I fay, while I cannot help being of this
Mind, that it 75 oris’not owing to Prepo/fe/fieirs
~when you declare, that, inthe one Infltance, (and
that is very generous too) you i/l oblige me ; but
in the other you wil/ not # 1If I cannot return
Love for -Love, be the Motive'what it 4w/, pray,
Sir, foryour own fake, aswell as mene, difcontinpe
your Addrefs ---- In cafe’of Prepoffeffion, you fay
vou <any and you wil? oblige me : Let my Un-
werthinefs, Siry have the fame Effe& ‘upon you,
‘as if that Prepoffiffion weré to beavow’d. his
will infpire me with a Gratitude that will ‘always
-make me - '

£ gt “2our mof? 'vbl[guf Servant,

LET-
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LETTER CXXXVIL
A Lady to @ Gentleman. of [uperior Fortune,
.who, .after a long Addrefs in an honourable
way, propofes to live with her as a Gallant.

SIR,

A FTER many unaccountable -Hefitations, and

* concealed Meanings, that your Mind feem’d
of late big-with, but hardly.knew how to exprefs,
you have, at.laft, -fpoken out all your Mind ;
and I know what I am to truft to1 T have that
Difdaid of your Propofal that an honeft Mind
ought to have. But I with, for my own fake,
{and I will fay, for yours too, becaufe your Honour
1s concerned-in it fo deeply) that I had had, at my
firlt Acquaintance with you, fuch an laftance
of your Plain-dealing, or rather Bafenefs : Then
I thould have bad no Regret in letting you
know how much I fcorn’d the Propofer, and the
Propafal : Tho' I hope, as it is, a little Time
and Refle€tion will make me, for the fake of the
latter, abhor the former,

However, Sir, I muft fay, you are very cruel
to ufe me thus, after you had, by all the alluring
Profeflions of an honourable Love, infpired me
with a grateful Return, and brought me to the
Freedom of owning it----Nor yct will 1 be an
Hypocrite,-or_deny my honeft Faffion; for that
‘would be to leflen your Guilt.  God & my Wit-
ncfs, 1 loved you beyord all your Sex 5 yet L loved
you virtuonfly 5 1 loved you becaufe T thought yon
zirtuons. And now, tho’ it may take fome 1'ime,
and too much Regret, to get-aver, yet do I hope,
your Behaviour will enable me to conquer m§ fond

’..!‘ C‘llyu
16 TTa-
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Ungenerous Man | to take Advantage of your:
fuperior Fortune to infult me thus, when youhad
gain’d my Affeétions ! ‘W hat, the” L am. not blefled:
with a worldly Circumftance equa}.to whailtvzou
might expeét in a Wife, can you think my Mind
fo bafe as to fubmit te be yeurs on unworthy
Terms? Go, unworthy Man, and make your
Court to Mifs Reynelds, as you feem to threaten.
She hasa Fortune equal to your own, and may you
be happy together ¢ I fhould have been: {0, had I
never known you. I never deceived you : You
knew my fcanty Fortune, and yet pretended to
prefer me to all my Sex.

. Qn me you might have laid the higheft Obli-
gation, by raifing meto a Condition I was humble
enough to think above me; and I fhould have
been,.on . that' aceount, all Gratitude, all Daty,
all Acknowledgment. On Mifs Reynolds you will
confer none 3 her Fortune will quit Scores with
yours, . and you muit both, in your Union, be
Strangers to the inexpreflible Pleafure of recesving
or conferring of Benefits : But this is a Pleafure
which ,pone but generous Minds can tafte, That
yours is not fo, .witnef§ your detefted Propofal,
after fuch folemn Profefhions of faithful and ho-
nourable Love. And I have onc Confolation,
thg’ a Confolation ¥ did not with for, that I am
under no. Obligation; but the contrary, to fucha
Man, And am as muclwouf Superior, as the
Perfon,who wauld do. np Wrong, is to one that
willdo nothing elfe.  Send me, however, my Let-
ters, that I may be aflured my fond Credulity
will dot be. the:Subjedt: of frefl’ Infult, and that
perhaps to the Perfon that thall be what you made
me expe&t 1 fhould be. I will fend you all yours,
the laft only excepted. Which, as it may afift
e to conquer my fond Folly for you, I hope you’ll

allow
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allow me to keep, -tho” it is the Abhorr’d of my

Soul---~May you be happier than: you have made
me I—-is the laft Prayer you will-have from

Your too credulsus Well-wifper,

LETTER CXXXVIIL i

AFather to a Daughter-in Service, on beérz'ng
of ber Mafler’s attempiing ber Firtue,

My dear Daughter, ]
Underftand with great Grief of 'Heart, that
your Mafter has made fome Attempts on your
Virtue, and' yet that you ftay with him. God
grant that you have riot already yielded to his bafe’
Defires I For when once a Perfon has fo. far for~.
gotten what belongs to himfelf, or his Charaéter,
as to make fuch an Attempt, the very Continuance
with him, and in his Power, and under the fame
Roof, is an Encouragement to him to profecute his
Defigns.  And if he carries it bétter, and more
civil, at prefent, it is only the more cer(ain}y to
undo you whien ‘he attacks you mext. Confider,
my dear Child, your Reputation is all you have
to truft to. And if you have not already, which
God forbid ! yielded to.him, leave' it not to thé
Hazard of another T'emptation ; but come away
directly (as you ought to have'done on your own
Motion) at the Cominand of
Gt e Dy

1 -
)

\Yeur gricved and indulgent Farhers

LET-
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LETTER CXXXIX.
-Fhe Daughter’s Anfwer.

“Honoured Fatber,

Received your Letter Yefterday, and am forry

1 ftay’d a Moment in my Mafter’s Houfe after
his vile Attempt, But he was fo full of his Pro-
mifes, of . never offering the Jdike again,. thatd
hoped 1 might believe him ; nor have I yet feen
any thing to the contrary : But am fo much con-~
-vinced, that I ought to have done as you fay,
that T have this Day left the Houfe ; and hope to
be with you foon after you will have received.this
Letter. Iam .

Your dutiful Daughter,

LETTER CXL.

To a Gentleman of Fortune, awbo has Children,
diffuading bim from a Second Marrigge with
a Lady much younger than bimfelf,

Worthy Sir,
,YOU are pleafed to inform me of yourThoughts
- in relationta a-Change of your Condition,
and.to command me to give you freely-my Opinion
of the :Conveniencies and inconveniencies, that
may follow frem the Inequality-of Years between
you, and the young Lady you .think of making
syour fecond Wife. ~Indeed, I am fo-much. con-
cerned for your Happinefs, that had I heard of fuch
your Intention, and bad not your Commands te
‘be free on this Head, I think { thould have rum

_the
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the Rifque of being thought impertinent and offi-
cious, rather than not have expoftulated with you
on this Occafion. My Objections, Sir, are not fo
much to the Gaiety: of-the Lady, as to her Youth,
and the Children you have already by your late
excellent Lady : -.And when you remember, that
Mifs Fanny, your eldeft Daughter, is near as old
as the Lady .you think to make her Mother, 1
beg, Sir, youw will confider how your Reputation,
as to Prudence, will fufferin the }}::ye of the World-
without you, as well as the Look 1t will have to
your Children and Domeflicks.

Nature, . Juftice, Decency, and every Branch
of human Prudence, plead flrengly againft the
Union of lively Youth with maturer Years. Her
Temper may be very agreeable: So indeed is
yours---< But -may they be fo to-each other, when
they meet together in-fo clofe anUnion ! You are
yet bleft -with a good State of Hzalth; but can you
expect, that it will be always fo ?--Or rather, will
not every Year take from your Conftitution, what
it will add to hers, for feveral Years to come?
Your Years make you ferious and folemn, and you
are pafta Relih for thefe Pleafures and Amufe-
-ments, which-arc but {uitable. to bers, .and which
at the fame dge you yourfelf delighted in. Can
you recall Téme paff 2 WIll it become you to re-
Jume the Part which Fudgment has made you quit?
How aukwardly, if you attempt it, will you do
this! What Cenfure will #bis fubjeét you to?
How will it embolden the gay young Fellows to
make Attempts, that may, notwithftanding the
moft unexceptionable Condué in the: Lady, give
you great Uneafinefs ?

If you cannot join in the /nnocent Gaieties which
you have long difufed, itwould be, in fome meafure,
wruel, todeprive a young Lady of her Share 6f them,

at
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at an Age that will naturally make her expec? and
require them : And yet will not even innocent
Liberties bé Matter of Reproach to ber, and Ux-
eafines to you, if fhe takes them without you?
And would “you chufe to bear her Company, and
indulge a young-old Tafte, for gay Scenes long
contemn’d, and fo appear in a Light, to all that
beheld you together, either as her Father, or her
jealous Keeper, and make it look to theWorld as if
you yom:/e{’,f’ doubted her Virtue out of your own.
Prefence? “Suppofe the Scene at 2 gallant Comedy,
that fprightly free Joke which will make ber fmilg’,
will make yox frown; and fo on in every other
Scene of Life and Amufement between you. For
a Defezt or Inequality of whatever Kind, when-
ever a Man is confcious of it, let him carry it é{xgr
be may, will always be prefens with him, and, like
another Confcience, flare him in the Face, - )
Your Fortune, ’tis true, is fo confiderable; that
you may amply provide for a// your Children, and
yet make it worth a young Lady’s while, who
would ftudy her ZFuteref?, preferably to any othor
Confideration, to oblige you : But, Sir, let me
afk you, Can you, who lived fo happily with your
late dear Lady, and had fuch conftant Proofs of
her inwvislable Affe&ion to your Perfon, content
yourfelf with a_ counterfeit Paffion, a mere felfifb
AffeQion in aZf> 2 And can you think, that fo
young aLiady can love you, like Lr who grew on in,
Lika‘,in qup\e,(,(_in Def.lfes with you 5 anfi who,,
from a xeciprogal Youth pafled agreeably together,
grew equally mature, and had boih ut one View
between you; to wit, 4 young Family growing
up, the common :Oﬁ‘sp,ring‘ of your mutya? Affe-
&ions 5 and who werg the linding, and, o long as
her Life lafted, the ndifiluble Cerment " of your
Lavés and your Interefts #~-Tf Thé Yan, 1 ewill ber
a Con-
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a Contradiftion to all Experience, and you will be
happy againft all reafonable Expegtation -~~~ If fhe
cannot, will you be content with a felfifb, an in-
terefied Cruility, inftead of true Love ; and which
cannot poflibly fo much as look /i4e Love, but by
the Diffimulation and Hypocrify of your Bofom
Companion ---- ‘

When I look back on what T have written, [
begin to be afraid of your Difpleafure on a double
Account; for the Nature, and for the Length of
this Epiftle, tho’ you have commanded me tofpeak
my Mind. Yet having feveral other material
Points to touch upon, and relying upon your Ex-
cufe for my good Intentions, (for what View can
I have in the Liberty I take, but your Happinefs 7))
I will beg Leave to purfue the Subje&t in another
Letter ; and to conclude this, tho’ a little ab-
ruptly, with the Affurance, that (as you requett}
nobody fhall fee what I write but yourfelf; and
that I am, Sir, @

Your affeltionate humble Sefvé?zt.

LETTER CXLIL
The fame Subjelt purfued.

SIR,

WILL now take the Liberty to continue my
Subje&, and my humble Expoftulations upors
it: And T will fuppofe two Cafes very, if dot
equally probable ; to wit, that you may, or
may not, have Children by your new Lady ; and
to judge in both Cafes, how the Happinefs of
your remaining Life may be affected by either. In
the firft place, if you fhould have Children by her,
(to {ay nothing of the Mifunderftandings anld Jea~
oulics
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loufies this may create betweemr your Lady, and
your prefent Children, which may greatly affe@
your -own Happinefs) are-you 1o well ablg to fuPu
port, at thefe Years, with Credit and Satisfaction,
that Charadter which fo peculiarly befits g youngy
Hufband to a young Wife? And will it not natu-
rally ftrike you, that your own Childrenr by. that
time will make a better Figure in fuch a Circumn-
ftance than yourfelf ! Will you be fo well able to.
go thro’ the fame Troubles, the fame Anxieties,
the fame Hopes, Fears, and Affections, both to
the pregnant Mother, -and afterwards to the Infant
Progeny, that you have fo happily got over ? And.
will not what was then called laudable Love, be
now deemed -Dotage and Usxsrioufnefs ? ‘
Providence feems to have defign’d the youthfil
Portion of -a Man’s Life, for mutual Endearments,.
and Propagation of his Family ; the maturer Part,
for Education, Courifel or:Advice. And will vouy
Sir, invert the Defign of it ? Will you call: back
the Days of Semfe, into the Years of /utcllect ;
watch over the Baby in the Cradle, vhen you
thould form .the Mind of the grown Perfon #----
‘How unequal will you-be to this Part, to what
ou once were !---As you will not have t}Le fame
{)i(poﬁtions about you, you cannot have the fame
Joy at a pleafing Incident ; but will have poffibly
a fuperadded Weight of Sorrow on any fad Event,
as Years will have added to your Reflettion, as Expe-
rience will have contralled your Hope, and as you wilt
have feen the Vanity.of «B worldly ExpeQations. »
Then, my dear Sir, cufider, if you thould
even get-over ‘this »e/uwmed -Province happily, and.
have no.material Unealinefs fromzhe Lady,' on the
Account I have intimated to -y~u :  Is it not-too
probable, that you may not live to fee this young
Race brought up? And if you fhould, what Anj-.
mofities,
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'niofities, what Uneafinefles may not enfue, from
the different Interefts into which your Family witl
be divided? And it may, moreover, be pofiitle for
you to have Grandchildren older than fome of
your ogn by your new Lady.

But if we fuppofe, that the'Occafron for this may
mnot happen, will the Matter be mended by it ?---~
All yeung Ladies expe¢t and with for Children,
when they marry. If fthe thould not have any,
fhe wdll hardly be indiced to think it ser Fault ;
but the Diference of Years will tell her, and all
the World will joi init, where to lay the Blame,
‘deferved or not.  She will, for want of fo neceffary
an Employment, look abroad for Amufements and
Diverfions, which, however innocent in her frt
Intentions, may not a/ways end fo; and if they
do, will be: very unfuitable to your Difpofition and
Liking. Childbed matronizes the giddieft Spirits,
and brings them to Refleftion fooner than any
other Event. Its Cenfequences -fill up the Time,
-and introduce different Seenes -of Pleafure and
Amufement in the Mind of a Lady. It draws her
Attention to more ferious Affairs, it domefticates
her, as I may fay, and makes her affociate with
graver Perfons, and fuch as are in the fame Scenes
-of Life. But where this is not, fhe cowinues her
youthful and giddy Acquaintance, ¢/affes herfelf
as to her Company and Diverfizns, as if in the fingle
-State {till, and looks for Amufemcuts et of hér=
Sfelfy and out of your Houfe: And vou will'be
obliged to connive at a good deal more than you
otherwife would, becaulc the Difference of Years
will give as much Confcioufnefs to you, as it will
-Prefumption to her 3 and it there be any Grievance
-between you, fhe’ll think, after all you can do, it
.is of herSide.  Nor will Tome and, Years mend the
Matter ; but, contrarily, make it wor /e and ngr‘{Z’.

nen
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Then another Inconvenience may arife : The
Lady, if fhe has no Children by you, to prevent
lying at the Mercy of yours, as the will call 1,
will be making a Jfeparate Intereft to herfelf: She,
will grow upon your Indulgence and _F_gx;dnefs 5
the will cajole, the will reproach, fhe will tieze you
into AQs of Bounty and Profufion to her. She
will endeavour to build up a Fortune out of yours,
to the Prejudice of your Family. And all this for
what End?----Only to make her a rich Widow,
and to give her Opportunity to triumph,. in Con-:
jun&ion perhaps with fome young Rake or Profii-
gate, over your Afbes, and to make Comparifons.
grievoys to Reflection, at the Expence of your For-
tune and Memory, in the zew Man’s Favour,

Forgive me, dear Sir, thefe free Hints. My
full Mind, which is thus ready to overflow thro’,
the Zeal I have for your Honour and Welfare, fug-.
gefts many more to me, which your cool Reflection.
will not want, And I have been already fo prolix,
that I will only farther fay, that I am, and fhalk
ever be, .
Your faithful and mof? affetiionate

Friend and Servant.

LETTER CXLIL

Apainft a Second Marriage, where there art
Children on both. Sides,

Dear Sir,
YOU afk my Opinion as to the Thoughts you
have entertained of making your Addrefles to
the Widow Lockyer. Do you really afk it with ans
Intent to.take it ? Or, like the Generality of the:
World, only in hopes that my Judgment falling:in
: wi
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with your own, may be a kind of Juftification or
Excufe for what you intend to do, and are, per-
haps, already refolved upon? If fo, what do you
do, but lay 2 Snare for me, which may put an ‘l‘%’nd‘
to our Friendfhip ?- For Men leaft of all bear Con-~
troul or €ontradi¢tion in Points of this Nature,
when their Hearts are a&ually determined ; and
then Indifference begins, and Difguft ends the beft-
cemented Friendfhips.

-'To fay ‘the Truth, I never was a Friend to
Second Marriages, where there are Children on one
Side, 4dnd a Likelihood of more; but, efpecially,
where there are Children on bozh. 1 have nothing
to fay, as to the Perfon or Character of the
Lady. You, whom it moft concerns, are well
fatisty’d of both, or you would not have gone fo
far, as to afk a Friend’s Advice on this Occafion :
But fince you do put jt to me, I will throw a few
Reafons together, which have always had Weight
with me on thefe Occafions; and I hope, you’ll
not think the worfe of your Friend, if he happen
to differ a little from your own Judgment,

It muft be confefs’d, in the Cafe you put, That
the Circumftances ‘on both Sides, are pretty equal.
That there is no great Difparity in Years, “That
fhe has Three Children, and you have Four; a
round Family, however, when they come toge-
ther ! That the is very fond of her Children, and
you, at prefent, of yours. That you are not an
ill-temper’d Man, and fhe is 2 good~ternper’d Wo-
man ; and was a lovingWife to her late Spoufe, as
‘you were an affe@tionate Hufband to youss. Well,
fo far is very well, and, you’ll think perhaps, 'very
promifing of a*happy Union ; and poflibly you may
think right; atleaft you have.much better Grounds
for it, tham many that do marry upon much worle
and more unequal:Profpects, B

: ut
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But confider, Sir, what Security have you, that
Perfons who have been always good-temper’d,
when they have nothing to thwart or try. their
Temper, will be fill fo, when they have fome-
thing that will ?----Here, at the very Threfhold
of this Adventure, is a Caufe of great Trial; a
Trial which neither of you had, before, and con-
fequently, which neither of you know how you
fhall behave in: She loves her Children. 8o the
ought. You love yours. It is right fo to, de,
But fee you not, before I fpeak, that this laudable
Jeparate Love of either, may become matter of
great Uneafinefs to both € You cannot, either of
you, poflibly expeét more than common Civility,
and outfide Kindnefs, from the othex, fhe to yours,
veu to bers.  And it will be happy enough if this
Tafk do not fufficiently try the Difcretion of both.

It is impoflible, my Friend, but you muft have
very different Views on each other--A pretty Pro-
fpelt to fet out with in a matrimonial Adventure !
lgler Praifes of her own Children will be very fin-
cere and lavifh, Her Praifes of yours, if fhe ever
praifes, will be very fufpicious ‘and fparing. ..And
perhaps you muft be as difcreet as poflible, in the
Praifes of your own. The very Cloaths each wear,
the Victuals they eat, nay, the very Looks of either
Parent, as they fhall appear kind to their own, or
referved to the other’s, will afford room for in-
ward Heart-burnings, if not outward Janglings.
¥ have feen many Inftances of thefe kinds.

.. Their different Capacities ; one thall take their
Learning, another not---Their different Tempers;
one fha-lfbe mild, another infulting: one fmooth,
another rough ---- Their different Ages ; which
will make one di€tate, while the other will not
be preferibed to ----Will all afford Caufe of Dif-
ference ; and when they come to an Age fit for

fetting
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fetting them out in the World ; if Boys, to Ap-
prentice ; You put Fackey to a better Trade than
Zammy, and give more Money with him ! And yet
one Trade or Mafter may ‘apparently deferve or
require it; the other, not. If Girls, in Matri-
mony 3 Why fhould Bet/fey be married before
Thomafine ?---Let the Eldeft go firft | Tho” perhaps
the one has an humble Servant, the other none
-~=-Ay, 1 fee poor Thomafine muft be contented
with any body, or any thing,while Bez/ey muft bea
Lady ! --~-Thefe are all ftill frefh Caufes of Dif-
ference and Uneafinefs to you both,

Then will the aually, or you will fufpett it,
(and that is as bad to your Peace) be conflantly
progging, as the Women callit, for her Children,
in order to make a private Purfe for them, on any
Occzlion that may happen, or in cafe fthe fhall
outlive you. ‘

Andif there be a third Race of Children from
this Marriage, worfe and worfe fill.  Then the
two former bSets, if they never joined together
before, now will make a common Caufe, in this
fingle Point, againft the new Race ; and muft not
this double your own and your Wife’s Comforts,
think you ?---- Then muft you be glad to leffen
your Family at home, that you may leflen the
Number of fo many Spies and Enemies to your
Repefe, The Boys muft be hurry’d out to the
firtt Thing that ofters for them, whether fuitable
or unfuitable to their Genius or Capacity ; and they
generally thrive accordingly : The Girls to the firft
Man that will take them, whether he can provide
for them or not, as he ought ; and after a while
they may come back to you, tho’ fitted out with a
great Expence, quite deftitute and undone, witha
farther Increafe to your Family ; the too frequent
Confequences of precipitate Marriages.  And thqﬁ

5 wi



182 Familiay LETTERS on the

will anew Scene commence ; for all the unprovided~
for, will join againft the poor unhappy one.

This, you’ll fay, is looking a great way forward.

Itis fo. ~And what may never happen. Poffibly
it never may, astothe laft Cafe ; but as it-too
often has happen’d, and daily does happen, a wife
Man will think a little about it, while it is in
his Power to prevent it all,
1 have touch’d but upon a few of the Confe-
quences that may too probably follow from a
new Engagement. Yet, I believe, thefe, if you
are not abfolutely determin’d, will make you
chink alittle; if you are, whythen, all the Rea-
fons that can be urged will fignify nothing. And
in this Cafe, you fhould not have laid a Snare
for me to difoblige a Perfon who is to ftep in be-
tween your Friendfhip and mine, and who will
look upon me, if the knows my.Mind, (as very
probably the will ; for I hardly ever knew a Secret
of this kind kept) as her Enemy, and fo create a
Coolnefs and Indifference betweén us, which you
cannot help if you would. For if ever it be fo,
and your Lady receives me, in a way that I have
not been ufed to in your Houfe, 1 fhall be very
fhy of vifiting either you or her.

If you require it, and it will have any Effe®
upon you, I can enter ftill farther into this Subjelt;
but I fanfy I have faid enough, and perbaps more
than you’ll thank me for. But be that as it will,
I have anfwer’d your Requeft; and fhewn you,
(peradventure, at the Expence of my Difcretion)
that I am, in all Things,

Your fincere Friend and Well-wifber.

LET-
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LETTER CXLIIL

Againft a fecond Marriage, where there are Chil-
dren on one Side, and a Likelibood of more.

Dear Sir,

OU arc inclined, you tell me, to give your

Children a Mother, inftead of the good one
they have loft; or rather, in plain Englih, you
thould have faid, yourfelf a J¥ife, to fupply your
own Lofs : And you atk my Opinion on the Sub-
Jje&, without naming the Perfon, only intimating,
that fhe is a maiden Lady, no more than Scven
Years younger than yourlclf, and has a pretty
middling Fortune,

I am ¢lad you bave not named the Lady ; for
now I thall ftand clear of any Imputation of per-
tonal Prejudice, let me fay what I will, I will
thercfore freely tell you mv Mind, that T am al-
ways againft fecond Marriages, where there are
Children on one or both Sides, and likely to be
more: Unlefs there are fuch worldly Reafons a-:
make it abfolutely prudent for a Perfon to marry to
cttablifh his Circumftances. This is not yoyr #afe :
For vou are very cafy in the World 5 and befides,
the Ladivs of this Age are fo brought up, that «
Man muft not look for very extraordinary ALili-
arces in a Wife, with relation to her s Chil-
“dren, much lefs the Children of anether VWomu:.
Well, but this Lady is highly prudent, cood-nu-
monr’d, an excellent (Bconomift, and what ner?
And fo they are af, my Friend ; or at lealr, we
are apt to perfuade cuifelves fos before they wrc
murry'd.

it we'll fuppofe her dll you vy and all you
think ; vetihe will hardly, Uprefume, bo divettes

K
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of the Paflions common to human Nature, Can
you expedt, that tho’ you give your Children a Mo-
ther, you give them an own Mother? She rmay
bave Prudence enough to do what fbe will think
her Duty by them, but muft fhe not be her own
Judge, of what that is ?---And are you fure, that
what the calls fo, nay, and, for Peace-fake, what
you will be willing to call fo too, will be called fo
by your Children, as they grow up, and even by
the reft of the World? But Children, you'll fay,
-may be unreafonable and undutiful--- Very well,
Sir---we’ll fuppofe it fo ; but will this make ycu
happy, let them have Reafon, or not, for their
Surmifes? And as fhe cannot plead Nature for
the Regulator of her Condu& towards them, but
common Civility, and Prudence only, at the ver
beft ; will there not be two to oneon the Childrens
Side, that they may be right? Buat whoever: may
be right or wrong, if you are made unhappy by it,
that’s the effential Point to you, who by this fecond
Marriage have been the‘Caufe of it all.

This is moft certain, her Views muft be quite
«contrary to thofeof your Children : *"Tis true, theirs
will of Confequence be likewife contrary to hers ;
and yet both may be very reafonable too, according
to the Charalter of each.  And is not this a pretty
Sitaation for you, do you think ? For which Side
can you, muft you take? The Children, as they
grow up, will be jealous of ill Offices from her
with you. She will interpret thofe things which a
natural Mother would think nothing of, as ftudied
Slights ; and will not their conftant Bickerings
make yoiiuneafy in your own Family, where Un-
eafinefs is the leaft tolerable, as it is the Place:-to
which a Man fhould retire for Comfort, when the

Vorld gives him Caufe of Difpleafure?

And
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And what, pray, may this probably end in?
Why, for Quictnefs-fake, you will poflibly be ob~
liged . to feparate them. The Mother-in-law,
thould fbe be in Fault, you ¢annot part with. The
Children.then muft turn out, of courfe, You muft
ftudy, after reconciling and patching up a hundred
Breaches, to make fome other Provifion for them.
And thus, perhaps, they are precipitated into.a
wide World, and expofcd toa thoufand dangerous
Temptations ; and how can you forgive yourfelf,
if they fhould by this means become a Prey to the
defigning Attempts, the Boys, of wicious I¥omen ;
the Girls, of profligate Men? And how would it
bave grieved theé Heart of their indulgent Mother,
could fhe have forefeen, that her beloved Spoufe,
inftead of {upplying the Lofs of a Mather to them,
thould take from them his own immediate Pro-
tetion, and that perhaps at a Time of Life, when
it was moft neceflary for their future Good ?

This may very probably be more or lefs the Cafe,
if there be no other Difficulties, than what may
arife between your Children and their Mother-in-
law. But if, as is moft likely, you fhould have
Children by this your fecond Wife, the Cafe may
be ftill worfe. She will then lock upon Jours by
your firft, not only with a more indjfferent, but
probably with a jealous Eye.  She will be continu-
ally carking and la{ing up for her own, and grudge
every thing you lay out upon the others.  And
when they are both grown up to any Bignefs, what
Clathings and Jarrings may not enfue between the
Offspring of the fame Father, and two differcnt
Mothers? How will you be obliged to give a Pre-
ference to the Children of the lazter Wife, againit
thofe of the[ormer 3 becaufe the Mother of the one
Set is prefent and partz'a%: and perhaps clamorex:,

2 n
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in their Favour--- that of the other, abfent, filent,
dead,. forgotten !

If Love hides a Multitude of Faults, as no doubt
it does, and Indifference, or, perhaps, as it may be,
Hatred, is quick-fighted to every little Slip, how
will bers be all Angels! Yours--~ the worft fhe can
call them !---Yet how can you hbelp this? Youare

-married to the Temper, as well as to the ZZoman ; and
-Oppofition, ’tislikely, will but make matters worfe ;
for what the Sex cannot carry by Reafon or Argu-
-ment, they will by Obftinacy and Teizing,

Then in the Matter of making Provifion refpe-
&ively for their future Good, how will your Soli-
citudes for the one be conftantly leflened ; for the
other perpetually importun’d? Nor muft your own
Juwdgment, in either Cafe, be fo much the Rule
of your Condudt, as the fond Partiality of yeur
{fecond Wife for hers. And itis far from being
impoffible, that .fhe may ufe your firft Children
worfe than fhe would do mere Strangers, for no
other Reafon, but becaufe they have a better Title
to your Regard, and ftand more in the way of her
Intereft and Views.

Thefe, my good Friend, are fome of the Reafons
T have to alledge againft fecond Marriages, where
there are Children on one Side, and a Probability
of baviny a fecond Race.  AsT hinted, there may
be Reafons,. where a Perfon’s Circumftances ftand’
in need of the Afliftance that may be procur’d by
this means, to overbalance many of the Inconve-
niencies I have hinted at, The leffer Evil in this
Cafc is to be chofen, and the Party muft make
the beft of thereft. Bur this is not your Cufe:
And fo I refer the Whole to your mature Cen-
fidcration, and am, Sir,

Sincerely yeurs,

LET-
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LETTER. CXLIV,.
Advifing a Friend againft going to Law..

Dear Sir,

I A M forry to hear, that the Difference betweers-

youand Mr. Archer is at laft likely to be brought
to a Law-fuit. I wifh you’d take it into your feri-
ous Confideration before you begin, becaufe it will
hardlybe in your Power to end it, when you pleaic,
Foryou xmmedlately put the Matteroutof yourowrn
Hands, into the Hands of thofe whofe furere/t it is
to protrac the Suit from Term to Term, and who
will as abfolutely prefcribe to you in it, as your
Phyfician in a dangerous Tinefs. .

The Law, my good Friend, I look upon, more
than any one thmg, as the proper Punithment of
an over-hafty and perverfe Spirit, asitis a Punifh-
ment that follows an A& of a Man’s own feeking
and chufing. You will not confent perhaps not
to fubmit the Matter in Difpute to Reference: bu
let me tell you, that after you have expended large
Sums of Money, and fquandered away a deal o:
Time in Attendance on your Lawyers, and Pre-
parations for Hearings, one Term after anotl‘er,
you will probably be of another Mind, and be glad
Seven Years hence to leave it to tlnt Arbltrauon
which now you refufe. He is happy who is wife
by other Mens Misfortunes, fays the common
Adme And why, when you have heard from all
your Acquaintance, who have try ’d the Experiment,
whatagrievous T hing the Law is, will vou, nothtlu
ftanding, pay for that Wifdom, w nch you may
have at the Coft of others? '

"The Reprefentation that was once hung up as a
Sign in the Rolls Liberty, on one Side, of a Man

K3 all
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all'in Rags wringing his Hands, with a Label im-
vorting, That be had loft bis Suit ; and on the other,
a Man that had nct a Rag left, but ftark rnaked,
capering and triumphing, That he had carry'd bis
Caufe *, was a fine Emblem of going to Law, and
the infatuzting Madnefs of a litigious Spirit.
. How excellent to this Purpofe is the Advice
of our Bleffed SA viouR, rather than feek this
Redrefs againft any who would even take one’s
{oat, o give bim his Cloak alfo? For, befides the
Chiiftian Do&rine inculcated by this Precept, it
will te found, as the Law is managed, and the Un-
certainty that attends it, even in the be/f-grounded
Litigations, that fuch a pacifick Spirit may be
deemed the only way to preferve the reft of one’s
Garments, and to prevent being {tript to the Skin,
Mecreever, what wife Man would rufh vpon a
Proceeding, where the principal Men of the Pro-
feffion (tho’ the Qath they take, if Serj--nts, ob-
lizes them not to fign a fham Plea, nor pleadin a
‘Caufe againit their own Opinion) are not afhamed,
under the fpecious, but fcandalous Notion, of do~
ing the bef? they can fur their Client, to undertake,
for the fake of a paltry Fee, to wbiten over the
dlackeft Caufe, and to defeat the jufef? Where
vour Property may depend altogether upon the
Impudence of an eloquent Pleader aflerting an
thing, a perjured Evidence fwearing whatever will
do for his Suborner’s Purpofe? Where the Tricks
and Miftakes of Pra&ifers, and want of trifling
¥orms, may Nonfuit you? Where Deaths of Per-
fons, made Parties to the Suit, may caufe all to
begin again ! What wife Man, I fay, would fub-

~ ®* "Tis faid, That Sir Jobn Tr——, Mafter of the
Rolls, caufed this Sign to be taken down, on the Cla-
mour it occafon’d among the Lawyers.

je&
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jeét himfelf to thefe Vexations and common In~
cidents in the Law, if he could any way avoid
it; tozether with the intolerable Expences and
Atrendances confequent on a Law-fuit? Befides,,
the Fenrs, the Cares, the Anxieties, that revolve
withevery Uerm, and engrofsalla Man’s Thoughts?,
Where /eral Proofs mufi be given to the plaine/F
1alks ; that a living Man is living, and identi-
cally him(elf ; and that a dead Man is dead, and.
buricd by Certificate; where Evidence muft be
brought at a great Expence to Hands and Seals
#fixed to Deeds and Reccipts, that never were be-
fore queftion’d ; 6]l a Caufe fhall be fplit into
feveral Under-ones; thefe try’d Term by Term ;
and Y éars clapfe before the main Point comes to bz
argued, tho’ originally therc was but one fingl=
Feint, as you apprchended, in the Queftisn.  As
to the Law-part only, obferve the Procefs: Firit,
vonres tite Declaration; 2dly, a Plea; 3dly, De~
murrer to the Plea; 4thly, a Joinder in Demurrer ;.
sthly, a Rejoinder ; 6thly, a Sur-rejoinder 5 which
fometimes 1s conclufive, fometimes to begin ai
over amin, Then may fucceed Tryals upon the
Laiw TFart, and Tryals upon the Eguity Part;,
oftentimes new Tryals, or Rehearings ; and thefe
followed by Writs of Error.

Then you may be plung’d into the bottomlefs
Gulf of Chancery, where you begin with Bills and
Aan{wers, containing Hundreds of Sheets at exor-~
bitant Prices, 15 Lines in a Sheet, and 6 Words
inaLine, (and a Stamp to every Sheet) barefacedly fo
contrived to pick your Pocket: Then follow all the
T'rain of Examinations, Interrogatories, Exceptions,
Bills amended, References for Scandal and Imperti~
nence, new Allc%ations, new Interrogatories, new
Exceptions,. on Bretence of infufficient Anfwers,
Replies, Rejoinders, Sur-rejoinders, Butters, Rebut-

<4 “tors,
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ters, and Sur-rebutters ; till, at laft, when you have
danced thro® this hlefled Round of Preparation; the
Tryal before the Mafter of the.Rclls comes next 3
Appeals follow from bis Honour to the Chancellor ;
then from the Chancellor to the Houfe of Lords;
and fometimes the Parties are fent down from
thence for a new Tryal in the Courts below-----
Good Heavens! What wife Man, permit me to
repeat, would enter himfelf into this confounding
Circle of the Law #---

I hope, dear Sir, you will think of this Matter
moft deliberately, before you proceed in your prefent
angry Purpofe; and if you fhall think proper to
take my Advice, and avoid a Law-fuit, I am fure
you will have Reafon to thank me for it, and for
the Zeal wherewithl am

Your fincere Friend and Servant,

LETTER CXLV.

Yo a young Lady, cautioning ber againft kecpa
ing Company with a Gentleman of a bad
Charaéier, ’

Dear Coufin,
THE great Refpe T have, and always had.

for you, obliges me to take this Freedom, to
let you know, that the Neighbourhood begins to
talic pretty freely of you and Mr. Lory. You have
been feen with him at the Play, and after that, at
the R----Tavern, a Houfe of no good Repute, I
affure you ; where you have ftaid with him till
near Twelve o’ Clock at Night: You have like-
wife heen with him at Vipont’s “at Hampflead, at
{dux-hall, Cuper’s-gardens, Mary-le-bon, &c.
Iam
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T am forry for thefe Things, becaufe he has none
of thebeft of Charadters; having, as I am well in-
form’d, already ruin’d T'wo, if not Three, worthy
"T'radefmens Daughters : Anditis but too probable,
that he has no honourable Defign upon you: For,
whatever he may promife you, I am credibly affur’d,
that he is aftually engaged with Mifs Knapper,
whom you know very well : Indeed, it is faid, he
has 200 /. per Ann. but if it be fo, he is very much
involved in the World ; and, at the Rate he lives,
had he three times that Eftate, would never be out
of Debt ;5 for he is downright extravagant, a Man
of no Condu&®, a perfe&t Rattle, whofe Wordsarc
not to be rely’d on in any refpeét 5 and makes a
common Boaft of the Favours he has received from
our Sex, whofe faulty Fondnefs is the conftant
Sulj-¢t of his Ridicule.

#or all thefe Reafons, T beg of you, dear Coufin,
toavoid his Company ; for tho’ I am confident
you will preferve your Firtae, yect, my Dear,
think what you will, you may reccive an incurable
Wound in your Reputation.  Thope vou’ll excuic
this Liberty, which no other Motive but Zeal for
your Credit and Welfare has occulioned.  And be-
lieve me to be Your faithful Friend,

as well as affectionate Cenlr,

LETTER CXLVL

From a Alsher io ber bigh-fpirited Danghicr,
who lives on uneafy Terms with ber Husband.

Dear Nanny,
I AM forry with all my Heart, to hear of the
frequent flifunderitanding. between your Hul-
band und you. I hoped much botter thing- from
10 5 Vour
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ur §Prude{)ce. From my Prudence, you'll fay
perhzps! as if I'thought all the Fault'was yours:
But, my Dear, Idon’t think’fo, Ican’tthink fo
and yet T may find Fault with your want of Pru-
dence too: For Prudence will oblige a good Wife
to bear a little Contradiétion from her Hufband,
tho’ not always juft, perhaps, as well as to avoid
giving Offerice. Suppofe he is peevith, petulant, un-
eafly in his Temper, and on flight or no Occafions,
as you may think ; muft you be peevifh and petu-
jant, becaufe be is fo? How do you know what
things may have happened to him abroad, in the
way of his Bufinefs, to make him fo?---Or, if it
be only Humour, why muft you be as bad as he
that you find Fault with? Is an ill Temper in a
Hufband, fo taking a thing, that the Wife, who
finds it intolerable to her, muft neverthelefs imi-
tate or afflume it ?

The Reafon why you will not allow him to be
oftener in the Right, and why you condemn as
caufelefs his Petulance and Wafpifhnefs, muft pro-
tced in a'great meafure from a {lender Opinion, if
not Contempt, of his Judgment. If you think him
a Man of Senfe, *tis impofible but you thould allow,
that there may be fome Caufe, tho’ you don’t im-
raediately penetrate it, why he fhould be difturbed ;
and it woull be kind in you to fuppofe the beft;
as, that his Tendernefs for you will not let him
communicate it to you, rather than to imagine
he is always in the wrong, and always angry with-
out Reafon. But were it actually to be fo, are
you commiffioned to punifh him with Provocations
and Refentments @s wrong, and even more unbe-
~coming in a Wife? If you love him as you ought,
you will extenuate his Failings, and draw into an
zdvantageous Light thofe A&ions which may'bc
anterpreted inhis Favour, - R

d But
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But if, asI hefrd you once fay, you will give
bim as goad -as he brings ; that you will ot bear bis
unaccountable Humenrs, and fuch-like vulgar and
‘provoking Expreffions ; it muft come to this Point :
Eicher you or be muft give way ; one of your Tem-
pers muft be fubdued, and over-aw’d by the other.
1f it be bis Cafe, tird out by your refolute and
fturdy Behaviour, to fuccumb, do you think this
will cither be a Credit to him or to you £ What an
abjeQt (henpeck’d, the Vulgar call it) Wretch will
he be deem’d ? What a Termagant you? He’ll be
the Jeft of his Companions, and you be thought to
excel--in what ! In a.Quality the moft infamous to
a Woman, next to that of an Adulterefs. ‘

But this I aver, that Meeknefs, Condefcenfion,
Forbearance, are fo far from being defpifable Qua-
dities in our Sex, that they are the Glory of it. ‘And
what is Meeknefs, my Dear, if you are not to be
try’d by Provocations? What is Condefeenfion, it
you muft always-have your own way? What is
Forbearance, if you are to return Injury for Injury,
with the hoftile Spirit of a fierce Enemy, rather
than to act with the fweet Complacency of a tender
‘Wife, who has vow’d Obedience and Duty ¥

But, Obedience and Duty, you’ll fay, in Re-
sturn for 1/l Nature and 11l Ufage ! Yes, my Dear,
even were it to be fo, vou ought. For, do you
think you are never to condefcend, or give up your
.own Humour to your Hufband ? A presty -Sort of
Oledicnce that, which fhall be only fhewn where

ou are mer thwaited, but never where vou arel
"Would not this be Gbedience to your own head-
ftrong Paflions, and not to-him?--~So long as you
.can have your way in every thing, you will be a
Mirror of Condefcenfion ; but when once you come
-to be contradi¢ted, why then you are at Liberty to
«contradict again, If he is out of the way in his

Kb ‘ Humour,
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Humour, you will never be_in the way in yours,
If he gives you one unkind Word, he fhall have
two in Return ; for you will givg him as good as he
Brings. If he is paffionate, you will be fo too. You
willreturn provoking Anfwers for reflecting Words;
and fo make your Houfe a conftant Scene of Con-
fufion, and your Life uncomfortable. And for
what? Why to fhew how bravely you can return
Injury for Injury ; -how nobly you can contend for
Vi&ory over your Hufband ; and how you can
make him defpifed in his Family, as well by Chil+
dren as Servants, and yourfelf difcredited by the
roor Viftory, fuppolc’ you were to win it by
breaking his Spirit..

Is this, my Dear, the Part of a tender /7ifz to
a Hufband? Nay, is it the Part of a Chriffian to a
Chriftian, where there is so¢ the matrimonial Ob-
ligation ! For are we not commanded to return
Good for Fwil, and to pray for them that defpight-
Jully ufe us #---And is not the Wife’s Converfa-
tion to be coupled with Fear ; and do we not vow
Reverence to a Hufband as our Head 2---How can
all thisbe, if you are to return Evil for Evil; to
make yourfelf your own Judge, and Jury, and Ex-
ecutjoner too, by acquitting yourfelf, condemning
him, fentencing him, and punifhing him with all
the Severity of licentious Speech, provoking Snap-
pithnefs, or the ftill more affeCting Deportment of
fullen contemptuousSilence. Letme, ontheWhole,
befeech you, for my fake, who would be loth to be
thought to have fct you any bad Example ; for your
Family's fake, for ‘your Reputation’s fake, as well
as his, to refolve on a different Condu@. Make the
good Rule yours, of never being out of Humour
when he is fo.  Firft foften himgby good Temper ;
then, when foften’d, expoftulate milaly on the Un-
teafonablenefs of his Anger.  If you convince him

thus,
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thus, he will take care of the like Error, or his
prefent Confeflion will ftrengthen your mild Argu~
ments againft him in any thing elfe for the future,
He will fee you advi’e him for his Good. He will
have a greater Opinion of your Prudence, and be
more doubtful of Ais swn. Hewill fee you contend
not for Viétory, or Contradi&ion-fuke ; but for
his own fake.  And depend upon it, you will both
reap the happy Fruits of it in the Comfort of your
Lives; in the Love of your own Children ; in the
Reverence of your Servants (who will otherwife be
lifted in each Contender’s Quarrel, and be infolent
Judges of the Conduct of both) ; in the Refpe& of
your Neighbours and Friends ; and in the Pleafure
you will give to your Relations, who will vifit and
bevifited by you both, with that Delight which no-
body knows how to eftimate {o much, as, my dear
Nanny,
Your ever affectionate Mother,

LETTER CXLVIIL

A Lady 1o ber Friend, a young Widow Lady,
who, having bury'd a polite and excellent
Husband, inclines to marry alefs deferving
Gentleman, and of unequal Fortune, ‘

Dear Madam,

\/VERE I tolay it down for a Maxim, that
Maids often mend their Circumftances by.
Marriage, /7idows very rarely, 1 believe I might
be juftify’d by every one’s Experience. To what
can the Truth of this Obfervation be owing ? Is it
to be {uppofed, that Widows have {ftronger Paflions
than Maids? Shall the proud lordly Sex have it to
boaft, that they are fuch eftimable Creatures, tlhat
when
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when once one of them has had the Fortune to be
chofen by a Lady, and has been taken from her by
Death, .fhe cannot live without taking anothen,
and finds herfelf obliged to accept of the next that
offers, thro’ all Difadvantages, and every Degree of
Inequality ? Surely this cannot be the Cafe ! Surely
a prudent, 2 modeft Lady will not fay this in /o
many Wards /---Much lefs then ought the to con-
fefs it by her A¢ions, which are much ftronger than
#aords.” For 1 believe no Woman who ever en-
ter’d the Pale of Matrimony with fprightly Hopes
about her, found the Polleflion (Sex only conlider’d)
equal to her Expectations. "The Maid may hope,
may fanfy much, in the Commerce between the
Sexes, from her meditating on the heighten’d
Scenes, which pernicious Novels, and idle Ro-
mances, the Poifon of Female Minds, abound with.
But the Widow #nows ’tis all Free-mafoxry, aM
empty Hope, flathy, foolith, unworthy, unperma-
nent, and, but for the Law of Nature, defpicable.--
"Whence is it then, that the wifbing, expe&ing
Maid fhould be more prudent than the Anowing,
experienced Widow ? Should be better Proof, with
raifed Imaginations, againft Courtthip or. Perfua-
fion, than one who well knows the tranfitory Va-
nity and Unfatisfalorinefs of the End to. which
thut Courtfhip or Perfuafion tends?

If it be faid, That #his Point is not fo much
the Cafe, as the fertled Life of Matrimony, which
s been once fo fatistaltorily experienced; let the
‘Circumftances .of a Lady who abounds in every
tiing, anfwer this poor, bu¢.common Excufe ; and
let the Chojce the makes-of the Perfon and Fortune
of her fecond Husband (which is generally, as{
bave obferved above, in both Cafes, far fhort of her
former Choice) acquit or conviét her,.asher Con-

<udt Thall deferve.
If
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If 2 young Widow indeed advantages berf3lf,
and worfts not her Children, (if the has any) in
her fecond Adventure, let her proceed : She is jufti-
fied to worldly Prudence. But this, as I have faid,
is fo feldom the Cafe, even with Widow Ladies of
Modefty, and Diferetion in other refpeéls, that I
muft own I have been pften puzzled and confound-
ed how to account for'the Motives of fuch an one,
reputably ; efpecially when fhe appears to me and
all the World, neither to have done Honour to the
Memory of her late Spoufe, to her Family, to her-
felf, nor, as fometimes, has been the Cafe, paid
any regard to common Decency. How, I fay,
fhall this be accounted for, ina Lady of Prudence
and Virtue ? Is it, that, asone Extreme is faid to
border on another, extreme Foy treads on the Heels
of extreme Sorrew ? It cannot be ; foras, on one
hand, Iam fure there can be no extreme Foy in the
matrimonial Commerce; fo, I fear, where a Wo-
man can foon forget her departed Spoufe, fhe can-
not be fenfible of extreme Grief for his Lofs. And
if the will take upon her this latter Part of the Cha-
ralter, and own the firft was thus indifferent to
her, the fhall have my Confent to do any thing the
has a mind to do, and I will exempt her willingly
from the Obfervation of every other Rule of Pru-
dence and Decency.

But in a Cafe the dire& Reverfe of this, how
fhall we account for fuch a Behaviour? How in
particular, if the charming, the blooming Mifs
Bendifb, who was fo coy a Maiden, and with fo
much Difficulty won by the late amiable and con-
verfible Mr. Brookes, with a Fortune {uperior to
her own, fhould, within a few Months after his
Deceafe, when bleft with an Afluence left herby his
Generofity and Affetion for her, be won by Mr.

: Fownes,
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Fownes, a Man lefs accomplifh’d as to Knowledge,
lefs amiable in his Perfon, lefs polite in his Con-
verfation, and of a Fortune fo much beneath
what was even her maiden one, that her Friends
then would never have thought him worthy of her
--How, I fay, fhall we account for this, if it thould
be fo? Is there a fecret Sympathy in Tempers and
Difpofitions, that attralts eachits Like by Motives
imperceptible and unaccountable? It cannotbe in #h/s
Cafe furely. For can the polite Mrs. Brockes be
lefs polite for having been marry’d to one of the
beft-bred and beft-behav’d Gentlemen in England 2
And can fhe fo foon get over Forms as a /Zidow,
for fuch a Suitor as Mr. Fownes, which as a Maid
were fo long before they could be difpenfed with
in Favour of fuch a Lover as Mr. Broskes 2-- Is her
foft and delicate Mind, as we all think it, after al/,
more on: a Level with that of the one Gentleman
than that of the other far more excellent one? Has
the, will the Licentious afk, ftronger Incentives to,
a married State, as a Widow, than the had as 3
Maid ---It cannot be!---What then fhall we fay
to all this ?---For after all, two Years won not
Mifs Bendifh, to a Gentleman of exalted Worth ;
and two Months feem to have made a great Pro-
grefs with Mrs, Brookes /-- And that in Favour of a
Gentleman, whom we all think unworthy of her
at all. '
My dear Bofom-friend, my School-fellow, my,
Companion, as well in the maiden as in the matri-.
monial, tho’, Iblefs God, not in the vidual State,
refolve me thefe Queftions; anfwer to me for this
Conduét ; account to me for thefe {eeming unac-
countable Motives, and thereby juttify yourfelf to,
your Reputation, to the Memory of thé dear De-
parted, 1o your awn Sex, to the other Sex, (fo at-,
tentive



wmoft Important Uctafions. , 209
tentive as they both are to your Condu&t in this
Particular) and, laftly, which will for ever oblige
me, to

Your affectionate and
Faithful Friend and Servant,

LETTER CXLVII .

From a Gentleman, firenuoufly expoffulating
with an old rich Widow, about to marry a
very young gay Gentleman,

Madam,

I AM very forry to hear of the Encouragement
you give to the Vifits of young Mr. Barnes,
becaufe of the great Difference in Years between
%ou. I cannot help giving you the Trouble of this
xpoftulation, tho’ I am told, (and much affeéted
I am with the News, if it be true) that the Matter
between you is fo far gone, that all I can fay may
too probably prove ineffectual.

Our Sex, Madam, in all your late Hufband’s
Time, has received an Advantage and a Credit
from your Conduét in the marry’d State ; and now,
I wifh it may not receive as great a Difparagement,
fince the prudent Mrs. Bates thinks fit to coun-
tenance the Addreffes of one who was born after
the was marry’d, and a Mother, and who can poffi-
bly have no other Inducement than your Fortune,
I believe, Madam, you never knew one happy
Marriage of this fort in all your Life: And you
will refle@, that you will not be intitled to Pity,
nor the young Man to Cenfure, if he thould prove
the worlt and moft profligate of Hufbands to you.

For every one will cenfure you, and acquit him,
fhould
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fhould  he even treat you with perfonal Abufeand
Barbarity. .

“Befides, it is well known, that Mr. Barnes is a
young Man of no very promifing Inclinations.
Some young Gentlemen are as grave and difcreetat
T'wenty-five, as others at Thirty-five: But he hasall
the Vanity, the Gaiety, the AffeGtation, of any one
at his Time of Life: And can you expect, that he
will treat you well, that was never noted for treat-
ing his own Mother very dutifully, who, by the way,
is younger thanyourfclf? Advanced Yearsare thegon-
ftant Subjet of Ridicule with fuch wild young Fel-
lows, to their Shame be it fpoken ! and what can you
expect, when the very Motives by which you fhall
be fuppofed to be ated in fuch = Match, will in-
volve you in the deepeft Cenfure, will make you
the Contempt of Perfons of zll Ages, and both
Sexes, and expofe you to the low Buffoonery even.
of the Man you have chofen, who, inftead of being.
your Protector, as a Hufband ought to be, wil}
probably be the Perfon who will lead the fe/t that
all will join in upon you, in order to excufe his
own fordid Choice?

You owe it, Madam, give me Leave to fay, to
the Alemory of your late worthy Hufband ; you owe
It to your Sex; you owe it to yeurfelf, and your
own Intereft, and future Good; nay, to Decency,
I will venture to add, to proceed no further in this
Affair. It feems to me, to be next to a Degree of
Inceft fora Woman all hoary and grey-goofed over
by Time, or who will be foon fo, to expofe her~
felf to the Embraces of a young Fellow, who is net
fo old as her firft Son would_}pave been, had he
lived. Forgive me, Madam’; but I cannot help
this Plain-dealing on the Occafion. If you pro-
ceed in ‘giving Kncouragement to the Boy’s Ad-
drefy, I expeét aot, nor can I defire, to be forgiven,

or
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or to ftand upon common Terms with you: If
otherwife, I am ready to afk your Pardon; but {
canfiot with Patience think, that Mrs. Bates, who
has paffed thro’ every Station hitherts with fo much
Applaufe, as well that of the prulent /£ 7dow, and
exemplary Aatron, as the aftectionate #ife, thould
ﬁ_ijve fo great a Wound to our Sex as fhe will dn, if
e makes fuch a Boy as Mr. Barnues the Succeflor
to her late worthy Hufband, and the Mafter of
her Perfonand Fortune : By which A& fhe will vow
Obedience to one who was in a Cradle, when fhe
had Children of lier own who were rifing from it
and who would undoubtedly defpife her in this
Light, were it not for her Wealth; all of which,
that he can get at, by Force, or fair Means, (if he
alls by you as others generally have done in the
fame Circumftances) will be fquander’d away upon
rival Objedts more fuitable to his Youth, while
you will be the Laughing-ftock and Scorn of fuch
as will revel in your Spoils, and triumph over you
by the Help of your own Fortune. Mean time you
will be fo far from engaging the Pity of your Sex,
that the more confiderate of them, will thun and
contemn you, as one who has brought a Difgrace
upon it: The Men will defpife and flout you,
and you will have nothing to do but to hide in a
contemn’d Obfcurity that grey-green Head, which
has fo inconfiderately involved you in fo much Di-
ftrefs, and to turn Penitent for it, and pray for an
End to a miferable Life ; which, come when it will,
will give Caufe of Joy and Triumph to your young

Hufband, and very little Sorrow toany other Perfon.
But I hope ftill for better things; and I hope for
Pardon for this Freddom ; for fain would I be thought

by Mrs. Bates,
Her affettionate and faithful Friend,

and humble Servant.
e
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The following Eleven Epiftles may ferve as
Models for Letters to wrile by, on the like.
Occafion s likewife to give a brief Defeription,
of London and Weltminfter, to juch as
bave not feen thofe Cities 5 and 1o point out to
thofe who never were in Town before, what
is moft worthy of Notice in if.

LETTER CXLIX.

From a young Lady in Town 1o ber Aunt in the.
Country.

1. Deferibing the Tower, Monument, St
Paul’s, &e.

*Honoured Madam,
OU will have me write you down Accounts of
what I fee remarkable in and about London, to
keep me, as you fay, out of Idlenefs, and to enter--
tain my good Friends in my Abfence. I will obey,
tho’ your good Opinion of me, I am fenfible, will be
no {mall Difadvantage to me ; for I fhall convince
you more effeCtually than ever of my Defeéts, and
want of that Ability to entertain my abfent
Friends, which their Partiality had made them
expe& from me.

To begin then, my Aunt and Coufins carried
me, in the firft Place, to fee the Tower of London,
which we have heard fo much Talk of in the
Country ; and which no one that vifits this great
Town, omits feeing. *'T'is fituated by the Thames
Side, furrounded with an old Wall, about a Mile
in Compafs, with a broad deep Ditch, which has
gener:lly more Mud in it than Water,  All round

the
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“the outward Wull are Guns planted, which on ex~

traordinary Oecafions are fired ; as on more ¢om--
mon oncs, they firc only Rows of others, which
are fixed in the Ground, on the Wharf by the
Thames. At the Entrance on the Right-hand, we
faw the ColleGtion of wild Beafts kept there, as
Lions, Panthers, Tygers, &fe. alfo Eagles, Vul-
turs, &,

We were then carried to the Mint, where we
faw the manner of coining Money, and ftriking
Medals, ¢’c. From thence we went to the Jewel-
houfe, and were thewn the Crown, and the other
Regalia ; which gave me no finall Pleafure, as 1
had never feen thefe things before, and heard fo
much Talk of them,

The Horfe-Armory is a fine Sight 5 for here they
thew Fifteen of our Englifb Monarchs on Horlc-
back, all in rich Armour, attended with Guards:
But I think this Sight not comparable to the fimall
Armory ; for here Pikes, Mufkets, Swords, Hal-
berds, and Piftols, (enow, as they told us, for threc~
fcore thoufand Men) are all placed in fuch beauti-
ful Order, and fuch various Figures, reprefenting
the Sun, Star and Garter, Half-moons, and {uch-
like, that I was greatly delighted with the Sight,
all the Arms being bright and thining,

We faw the Train of Artillery, in what they
call the Grand Storehoufe ; filled with Cannon and
Mortars, all very fine, a Diving-bell, and other
Curiofities ; and I thought, upon the whole, that
this great Magazine of Curiofities and Stores, was
the moft worthy of the Notice of a Stranger to
London, of any thing I had been thewn. ,

From hence they carried me to the Alonument,
built in Remembrance of the Fire of Lendon, a
very curious Pillar, from the Gallery of which we

had a Swrvey of the whole City. But as it ftands
low,
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low, I cannot fay, but I liked the Profpe& from
§t. Paul’s: Cupola much better, when 1 was car-
ried up thither, which was Yefterday; for that be-
ing the higheft Situation in the City, -and more in
tha Centre of London and Weftminfter,- commands
a finer View over both Cities, Hamp/tead and High-
gate Hills, Surrey, the River, &c.  The Cathe-
dral is 2 moft noble Building, and I admired it not
a litele, for its Choir, Chapels, Dome; W hifpgr
ing-place, Vaults below, and other Curiofities teo
tedious to mention. - : o T
This, Madam, may ferve for one Letter; and
to fhew you how much I am defirous, by my Obe-
dience to your Commands, to approve myfelf -

Your dutiful Niece,

"LETTER CL.

From the [ame.

11. Deferibing other remarkable Places in and
about London and Weftminfter, which are
generally fbewn to Strangers. '

‘ I{omuréd Madam,

HAVE feen the Cuftom-houfe, a Place of
*~ Hurry and Bufinefs, with a crouded and incon-
venient Key, compared to that of Briflel. &t
Themas’s and Guy's Hofpitals, Southwark, all moft
noble Charities ; Sz. Bartholomew’s, a ftill nobler ;
but which, by its additional Buildings, -feems to
be in a way to fwallow up its own Revenues, by
pulling down their Tenants Houfes, which con-
tributed Means to fupport the Charity.  Smithfield
alfo, a‘fpacious Market for live Cattle, &c. as; 1
fhould have faid, I had Leaden-ball Market, a
‘ § Pre-
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Prodigy of its Kind, and the Admiration of. Fo-
scigners.  Sadler’s-wells, at Wlington, I have been
at, andfeen there the Diverfions, of Rope-dancing,
Volting, Singing, Mufick, &' which I thought
well enough for once. Iflington-wells, or the New
Tunbridge, I have been at 3 the Walks and Rooms
neat enough, and good Decorum obferv’d in both,
The Blue-coat Hofpital Ihave alfo feen, another
-noble Charity ; and the pretty Sight of the Chil-
«dren at Church, and at Supper of Sunday Night,
which much pleafed me. The Charter-houfe too,
another noble Charity.
s Alfo the Guildhall of London, a handfome Build-
ing, adorn’d with PiGures, and with the Trophies
of the Duke of Marlborough’s Victory over the
French 5 and the prepofterous wooden” Figures of
the two famous Giants. The Royal Exchange
likewife, a very fine Edifice; but they fay the
Statues of the Kings and Queens there, areill done,
except that of Charles I11. in the Middle of the
Area, and one or two mora o j
1 bave alfo been carried to effmin/ter-hall, and
the two Houfes where the Lords and Commons
meet. They are by no means anfwerable to what
I expected, tho’ the Houfe of Commons -is the
neateft, and very convenient for hearing and fee-
ing too. Feflminfler-hall, like Guildhall, is adorn-
ed with more of the Duke of Marlborough’s Tra-
phies, and it has Shops on each Side for Milaners,
‘Bookfellers, and fuch-like T'rades. Kere the Coro-
nation-Feaft is kept ; and here are held, as you know,
the Courts of Chancery, King’s-berich, Common
Pleas, and up Stairs the Court and Offices of the
Exchequer. C
The Abbey we are to fee another time, being
obliged to dine at #¢/lminjfler with a Friend of m
Coufin’s,
Somerfet-
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Somer[et-houfe, in the Strand, 1 have feen, noted
for its pleafant Garden fronting the River; and if
is indeed a fine Palace itfelf, defigned for the Re-
fidence of the Queens Dowager of England, when
we have fuch a Perfonage. Marlborough Houfein the
Park, is finely furnifhed and adorned with Pictures
of the Duke’s Battles. St Fames’s Houfe is a
poor Palace for a King of England ; but it {eems
convenient on the Infide. Buckingham Houle ftands
better than that, for commanding the beautiful
Park and Canal. The Treafury, afine new Build-
ing. Fhite-hall, whofe Glory is the Banquetting-
houfe, juftly admir’d for its ArchiteCture by Juga
g’anes, and Infide Painting by Rubens. It is a noble

ituation for a Palace, which, were it to be built
like this, would be the moft magnificent in the
World, ’

We took Coach another time, and were carried
thro’ the principal Squares and new Buildings about
London and Weftminfler, which are highly worth
feeing 5 fuch as Lincoln’s-Inn Square, Lincoln’s-Ini
Fields, St. Fames’s Square, Soho Square, Hanover
Square, Cavendifb Square, and Grofvenor Square,
with the Multitude of ftately Buildings, and noble
Streets contiguous to the latter ; a Sight worthy of
Admiration.

This, Madam, may ferve for a fecond Letter,
and another Inftance, tho’ a poor one, of that Obe~
dience which will always bind me to be

Your dutiful Niece,

LET-
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From the tame.

11, Deferibing Chellea Lyfpital, and Kenfing-
ton Palace.
Thmoured Mdadam,

H AV been carried by my oblizing Coufins to

Chelfea Coliege, about 2 Mile from 8t. Fames’s
Park, and to ]u/g/i agtsn Puluce about two Miles
\Vcﬁ {rem London,

The College, you know, was founded by King
Charles I1. and finifhed by the late King Iilliam,
for the Reception of fup.rannuated Officers and
Soldiers. Itis fituated on the Banks of the Thames,
its Gardens extending quite down to the River. It
is a neat and ftately Buxldmrr' the Front looking
to the Thazes, bas a fine I-’all on one Side, and a
neat Chapel on the other, with a noble Pavilion,
as they call it, between them. The two Sides are
four Stories high, and have two Wards in each Story,
containing thirty-fix neat Bed-rooms each, for fo
many Soldiers, Each Corner of this main Building
is adorned with a fine Pavilion, bving the Gover-
nor’s Lodging and Council- clmmber, Lodgings
for Officers, €¢. In the Middle of the Square is a
Brafs Statue of King Charles 11, on a Marble Pe-
deftal.

There are befides, four other large and uniform
Wings ; one is the Infirmary for the Sick, a fecond
for maimed Officers, a third for Officers of the
College, the fourth for Servants.  "The Whole is a
neat, convenient and airy Building, well worth a
Stranger View.

Kenfington I'2laceis a very prety Sumimer Retire-
ment for the Court: It isudorn’d with fine Pictures,

rich
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rich Hangings, and other Ornaments. But the Gar-
dens, which have been muchaugmented of late Y ears,
are delightful, and we diverted ourfelves in walk-
ing round them, which gave me great Pleafure;
and I could not but wifh, that you, Madam, were
with me, becaufe you love walking, and would
have been much pleafed with thefe charming Gar-
dens, which abound with fine Walks, &c, A noble
Piece of Water, called the Serpentine River, but
for what Reafon I know not, (it being a ftrait, and
not winding Piece) prefents itfelf to View ; and
there is lately a new Road made thro’ Hyde-park to
Kenfington, by the late Q. Caroline, to keep the
Gardens clear from Duit in the Summer, and
make them more private from Horfes, Paffengers,
Coaches, éc.; for the old Road, in one Part, ran
almoft clofe to the Wall. A Row of Lamps from
one End to the other of this Road, is placed on
each Side of it, when the Court is there, which is
2 Beauty as well as Convenience, ’

Will this, Madam, ferve for a third Letter on
the Subjeét you have prefcribed to

Your cver-dutiful Niece?

LETTER CLIL

From the [ame.

1V. Deferibing Greenwich Park, and the
Paflage to it by Water.

Honoured Madam,
AST Tucfday, being Eafter Tucfday, 1T went
with my Uncle, Aunt and Coufins, down the
River, on what they call a Party of Pleafure ; but
with Defign principally to fee Greenwich Park and
Hofpital. '
We
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We took Water at the Tower, which I de-.
feribed in my firft Letter : I was pretty much afraid
of Danger from Anchors, Cables, and fuch-like,
as we pafled by the great Numbers of Ships, that
lay in our Way at firlt fetting out. But afterwards
the River looked very plealunt, and the Number of
Boats all rowing with the Tide, made the River
look very agreeably. )

After failing not many Miles, we come with~
in Sight of the Dock-yard at Deptford, where
feveral large Ships upon the Stocks afforded a fine
Profpeét; as the naval Strength of England is
both its Glory and its Defence.

Next to Deptford, I was greatly pleafed with
the Profpeét of the Royal Hofpital at Greenwich,
for Seamen grown old in the Service of their Coun~
try. When we landed, we went into this fine
Building ; and in the Infide, eyery thing, in my
Judgment, was perfeétly agreeable to the Magni-
ficence of the Outfide; allowing the one tobe defign-
ed to do Honour to the Nation, the other to fupport
a Number of neceflitous People, who ought to be
the publick Care. The great Hall, and the Paint-
ings in it, are admirable ; but I know not whether
they would not better fuita Palace, than an Hofpital
and indeed this may be faid of the whole Building.

From thence we went into the Park ; where I
beheld divers odd Scenes of Holiday-folks, Here
appeared a rakifh young Fellow, with two or
three Women who look’d like Servant-maids;
the Hero delighted, the Nymphs fmiling round
him--- There a careful-looking Father with his
Children on each Side ; Trains of admiring Lovers,
ready-pair’d, followed one another in thronging
Crouds at the Gate; a Sea-Officer, with a Lady
not over-burdened with Modefty in her Beha-
viour : A Croud of City Apprentices, fomc witk,

L2

ifnme
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fome without their Laffes: Half a dozen Beaux
ogling allthey met: And feveral feemingly difcon-
folate Virgins walking alone. The Concourfe of
middling Objets prefled chiefly toward a high Hill
in the Middle of the Park ; where, as they arrived,
their Bufinefs was to take hold of Hands, and run
down as faft as poflible, amidft the Huzza’s of a
Multitude of People, who earneftly expefted to fee
the Women fall, in hopes that their Cloaths would
not lie fo conveniently, when they were down, as
might be wifhed.

This, Madam, is a Divetfion you would not
expe&t fo near the polite City of London ; but I
affure you, fuch a Levity pollefled almoft every
body affembled on this Occalion, as made the Park,
though moft beautiful in itfelf, no way entertain-
ing to

Your mof? dutiful Niece,

LETTER CLIIL
From the [ame.

V. Deferibing Bethlehem Hofpital,

Hosoured Madam,
YOU tell me, in your laft, that my Defcrip-

tions and Obfervations are very fuperficial, and

that both my Uncle and yourfelf expe& from
me much better Accounts, than I have yet given
yous for I muft deliver my Opinion, it feems, -on
what ‘T fee, as well as tell you what- I have been
fhewn. ’Tis well I left my bettermoft Subjedts
to the laft ; fuch, I mean, as will beft bear Refle-
&ion ;5 -and I muft try what I can do, to regainthat
Reputation which ycur Indulgence, rather -than
my Merit,: had formed for me in-your kind
Thoughts
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Thoughts---Yet, I doubt, I fhan’t pleafe you,
after all.  But ’tis my Duty to try for it, and it
will be yours, I had almoft faid, to forgive Imper-
fections which I fhould have concealed, but for
your undeferved good Opinions of me, which draw
them into Light.

I have this Afternoon been with my Coufins, to
gratify the odd Curiofity moft People have to fee
Bethlchem, or Bedlam Hofpital,

A more affeCting Scene my Eyes never beheld 3
and furely, Madam, any onc inclined to be proud
of human Nature, and to value themfelves above
others, cannot go to a Place that will more effe-
¢tually convince them of their Folly: For there
we fee Man deftitute of every Mark of Reafon and
Wifdom, and levelled to the Brute Creation, if not
beneath it 5 and all the Remains of good Senfe or
Education, ferve only to make the unhappy Perfon
appear more deplorable !

I had the Shock of feeing the late pelite and in-
%;nious Mr, ~--=-- in one of thefe woful Chambers :

¢ had heard, you know, of his being fomewhat
difordered ; but I did not expeét to find him here :
No fooner did I put my Face to the Grate, but
heleap’d from his Bed, andcalled me, with fright-
ful Fervency, to come into his Room. The Sur-
prize affeéted me pretty much j and my Confufion
being obferved by a Croud of Strangers, I heard it
prefently whifper’d, That I was his Sweetheart,
and the Caufe of his Misfortune. My Coufin af-
fired me fuch Fancies were frequent upon thefe
Occafions : But this Accident drew fo many Eyes
upon me, as obliged me foon to quit the Place,

I was much at a Lofs to account for the Echa-
viour of the Generality of People, who were
looking at thefe melancholy Objelts.  Infiead of
the Concern I think unavoidable ut fuch a Sight, a

L3 fort
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fort of Mirth appezrcd on their Countenances ; and
the diftemper’d Fancies of the, miferable Patients
moft "unaccountably provoked Mirth, and loud
Laughter, in the unthinking Auditors ; and. the
many hideous Roaring:, and wild Motions of others,
feemed equally entaiwzining to them. Nay, fo
thamefully inhuman were fome, among whom (I
am forry to fay it !) were feveral of my own Sex,
as to endeavoir to provoke the Patients intd Rage,
to make them Sport, A

I have been told, this dreadful Place is often ufed
for the Refort of lewd Perfons to meet and make
Aflignments : But that I cannot credit ;. fince the
Heart muft be abandcn’d indeed, that could be
vicious amidft fo many Examples of Mifery, and
of fuch Mifery, as, being wholly involuntary, may
overtake the moft fecure, .

I am no great Admirer of publick Charities, as
they are too often managed ; but if we confider the
Impoflibility of poor Peoples bearing this Misfor-
tune, or providing fuitably for the Diftempered at
their own Beings, no Praife can furely be too
great for the Founders and Supporters of an Ho-
fpital, which none can vifit, without receiving the.
moft melancholy Proof of its beingneedful. I am,.
with Refpeclts where due, honoured Madam,

Your weft dutiful Niece.

LETTER CLIV.
From the fame,

VI. Diverfions of Vaux-hall deferibed)

Honoured Madam,
I'W EN T on Monday lalt to Paux-hall Gardens s
whither every body muft ga, or appear a fort of

Montfter in-polite Company. For the Convenience
of
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of Waterage, as well as of Converfation, we were
a pretty large Company, and the Evening proved
ferene and clear. :
The Paffage from Somerfet Stairs, where we
took Water, was pleafant enough ; the Thames at
High-water being a moft beautiful River, efpeci-
ally above #2ffminfler, where the green Banks, and
the open Country, afford a'very agrecable Profpect.
The Place we landed at was crouded with Boats,
and from the Water-fide to the (Gardens, we walk-
ed through a double Line of gaping Watermen,
Footmen, old Beggar-women and Children., As
foon as we entered the Wlks, I was pleafed with
a fort of Stage, or Scaffold, raifed at the Entrance,
for the Servants of the Company to {it out of their
Mafters way, and yet within Call of the Waiters.
The Mufick-gallery and Organ look perfeétly
polite, and their being_raifed one Story from the
Ground, hasa good Effe&t upon the Mufick. The
Walks are well enough, but environ’d with paltry
wooden Boards, where I expected at leaft a good
Brick-wall. One Part of the Whole is thrown
into Walks only ; the other is on the Sides filled
with Seats or Arbours, with painted Backs; on
each of which is reprefented fome Scene of our
moft common Plays, or the youthful Reprefenta-
tion of the Infant Games, &c. I happened to have
at my Back honeft Hsb, come dripping wet out of
the Well; and the young Fellows, under Colour of
fhewing their Tafte in cbferving the Beauties of
the Piece, were fo perpetually ftaring in our Faces,
that Coufin Ber and 1 had little Pleafure in our
Supper.  Perhaps you will wonder at our Supping
in {o open a Place; but, Iaflure you, Madam, no
Lady is too tender for fo fathionable a Repaft, My
Uncle treated us very chearfully; but ‘T could.
not help grudging the Expence he was atj
4 for
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for when the‘Regkoning was_paiﬂ, it amounted to
no lefs than Ten Shillings a Head ; which I think
too dear, as the Entrance-money muft be fuffici-
ent to defray the Houfe and Mufick. But as the
Whole is devoted to Pleafure, the Expence feems
rather to create Satisfa@ion, than Diftafte, as it
gives an Opportunity to gallant People to oblige
thofe they love, or pretend to love, in order, moft
of them, to pay themielves again with large In-
tereft. g ’

The Figure of Mr. Handel, a great Mafler of
Maufick, flands on one Side the Gardens, and looks
pretty encugh © The Rlufick plavs from Five to
Ten, about three Tunes (I believe I fhould have
faid Pieces) inan Hour. They are 2l reported to be
the beft Performers who aflift here: butr my rough
FEars cannot diftincuifn,

About Ten o Clack, many People think of
Home : But the Votaries of Cutid, 1 am told,
about that Time, vifit the remoteft Walks, and figh
out the foft Puflion in Accents that may poflibly
be improved by the inelting Sweetnefs of the Mu-
fick---I would not have you from hence conchide
any Rudenefs can be offered ; for at the Termina-
sion of every Walk, through the whole Garden is
placed 2 Man to prote& the Company from zll
manner of Infult.  But when the Place grows thin
of Company, the Lovers have a better Chance to
efcape being laugh’d at, on the Appearance of any
amorous Symptom. '

Soon after Ten, we returned to our Boat; and
I found the Paffage extremely cold, notwithftand-
ing a Covering over us: I muft own, T wifh’d to
be at home, long before I reached it; for I was
taken with fuch a Shivering, as did not leave me
for two Days.

Thus,
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Thus, Madam, have I been at Faux-hall, with
the Crowd of Fafhion-hunters. But if nobody
had a greater Inclination than'I have to go thither
again, that Amufement would foon be given up---
For I fee more and more, that, do what I will,
Nature never defigned me to be polite ; and I can
fincerely declare, that I take more Satisfation in
an Evening-walk with you up the #%/4-grove,
where I am {o often benefited by your good In-
ftructions, than in the inchanting Shades of the fo-
much cclcbrated /%aux-hall. 1 am, honoured
Madam,

Your moft a’u’tiﬁtl Niece.

LETTER CLV.
Erom the fame,

VIL Au Account of Wefltminfter-Abbey.

Honsured Madam,

HAVE this Afternoon been at WVeftminfler-

Abbey, and nota lictle pleafed with what Thave
feen there.  If there can be Majefty in the Grave,
here we fee it : And fuch was the folemn Effcét
the facred Repofitory had upon me, that I never
found an awful Reverence equal to what I felt on
that Occafion. Whatever be the Intention of
eredting thiefe coftly Monuments, they fcem to me
very capable of being made an excellent Sermon to
fucceeding Generations ; for here the moft fumptuous
Pulesferve only te fhew, thatevery oneof usmuit fub-
mit to the fame Fate, that Lasovertakenthofc whom
Empire itlclf could not fave.  And how humble
ought the Pafin to be, who furveys the Royal
Ruins ot Mortaiity, preferved (asif inavain Deﬁance}_

5 0
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of Time) to fhew nothing more than the Cer
tianty of our Diffolution ! L

Thefe, Madam, were my general Sentiments
on this Occafion ; but as I know you expeét more
particular Defcriptions from me, I will tell you
what moft ftruck my Notice among the many
remarkable Curiofities to be here met with.

Among the Royal Monuments, thofe of antient
Date pleafed me beft ; becaufe they look agreeable
to what I read of the plaip Royalty of our former
Sovereigns. I lamented the Lofs of Henry the
¥ifth’s Head, which being Silver, as they fay, was
ftolen during the Civil War. I much wonder it
has never yet been fupply’d from fome of his
Bufto’s. He wanted not a Head, to fpeak in the
metaphoricalStyle, while living 3 and Franee can
teftify, that his Heart deferved all things of Englib
Men : For he was the Terror of the one, and
the Glory of the other.

Henry the Seventh’s Chapel, in every Partef it,
is furprifingly magnificent and beautiful ; and, as
far as I can judge of fuch Things, far furpaffes all
I have feen, either of antient or medern Date, |

In this Chapel is the Chair in which our Kings
for many Ages have been crown’d. ’Tis very
plain, and looks as if it were not worth more than
the Forfeit paid for fitting in it.

The Body of Queen Catharine, Confort to
Henry the Fifth, was fhewn us in an open Coffin;
and what remains of Skin, looks like black dif-
coloured Parchment. She is faid to have been very
beautiful ; and, furely, to view her now, 1is a
moft effectual Antidote againft the Vanity rifing
from that dangerous Accomplithment,

Two Embafiadors Coffins are kept here, faid to
be detained for want of having 'their Debts dif-
charged. This, indeed, dues little Credit to the

Crown
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Crown they ferved ; but I can fearce think it the
Difhonour defign’d them, to be repofited among
the Remains of our Kings; tho’ indeed feveral of
them have their Debts unpaid too, as T am told,,

Several Effigies are preferved in Wax ; particu=
larly thofe of King 287//iam, and his excellent Queen
Mary ; as alfo, very lately, the truly Royal Queen
Aune. "T'o be fure, this is no bad Way, for a few
Y ears, to preferve their Likenefs ; but I know not
whether fuch gay Reprefentations fuit the Solemnity
of a Sepulchre. And yet fome that ftand here, feem
not to have deferved that Diftinétion, if 1t be
deemed one, in Favour of their Memories. Ge-
neral A7 nk, if I were to judge, would be one of
thofe 5 for his conflant Train of Hypocrify for a
long time, feem’d a Contradiftion to the Apofto~
Lical Precept, Net to do Eviil, that Good may come
of it. A Duchefs of Richmeond, whowalked at King
Charles the Second’s Coronation, never was re-
markable for any thing, as I can hear, but that,

A very coftly Effigy of the late Duke of
Buckinghamfhire is in this Place, whowas fomewhat
remarkable in his Time, but chiefly for doing what

‘pleafed himfelf, whether any body elfe was pleafed
or better’d by it, or not. And, what is odd
enough, the prefent Duchefs ftands by him. Her
Son too, the laft Duke, who died juft before he
came of Age, isdiftinguifhed with an Oftentation
fuperior to all the rcft ; tho’alll can learn of him
is, that he was a hopeful young Nobleman, and
the Darling of his Mother.,

General Adonk, whom I mentioned beforé, in a
Habit moarning the Power of Time, ftands in a
Pofture fu very fierce, zs to feem rather intended
to fcare Children, than for any other Purpofe,

T had almoft forgot his Royal Mafter, King
Clarles the Second, who ftands in his Garter-

Loe Roubes,
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Robes, and has long been admired by all Comers,
it feems, for reftoring Monarchy ; for I can re-
member no worthy Adtions in his Hiftory, mor :
were we told any more, by the Perfon who ex-
pofed his Image to our View.

Many Reafons make it neceffary for the Wills
of deceafed Perfons to be literally cbferved, tho’
fome Inftances of this kind do little Honour to the
Deceafed ; as a Monument ereGed to the Confort
of 2 noble Lord, for whom a Vzcancy being left cn
his T'omb, as for his fecond Wife, the, becaufe fhe-
could not take the Right-hand ¢f his firft Lady, left

" ftrict Order to be bury’d where her Bones now lie,
and thereby has tranfmitted her Pride and Folly to
fucceeding Ages,

Near this Promb, is the Figure of a Lady bleed~
ing to Death by pricking her Finger: She was
Maid of Honour to Queen Elizabeth, and, I
think, of the R: 4o/ Family. It feems fhe gat
her fatal Wournd at her Needle; znd fuch has been
the Care of the Ladies who have fucceeded her,
that not one has fallen under the like Misfortune
ever fince,

If 1thall'not quite tire you, I will proceed with
this Subjet in my next----And am, mean time,
honoured Madam,

Your moff dutiful Niece-

LETTER CLVL
From the [ame.
VIIL Aecount of Weitmin fter- Abbey continucd.
Honoured Bladam,

NOW trouble yeu with an Account of what
moft firuck myAtrenvien in the outwiurd Avles
of W7 Fiin ier- dlbiey. ’ "At
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Atentering the North-gate, aMonument of pro~
digiousSize, and great Expence, ftood on my Left-
hand : It is that of Fohn Holles late Duke of New-
caftle, and all that is left him, out of upwards of
50000 /. a Year, as they tcll me he had accumu-
lated, and the two Heirs not much thericher for
their dhares of it neither. I hope, as wefay in our
Country Phrale, it was honeftly got. :

Next to thisis one confecrated to the Memory
of the Duke that preceded him, the laft of his
Name of the Cavendifh Family, as the other was
of the Hbolles ; with the celebrated Lady, his
Duchefs Margaret, a great Writer, and a great
Chymift, (you know we have her Olio) both
lying Side by Side, on aTomb made great by their
Names, and diftinguithed by their Adventures ;
but as to outward Grandeur, whoily eclipfed by
the former. Behind thefe is a large Room, or
little Chapel, feparated from the publick Places, in
which are repofited the Holles Family. One of
thefe Gentlemen has at his Feet the Reprefentation
of a wild Boar, in Token of his having killed one
of thofe Animals, when he was on a Croifade.
Another has a large black Patch over his Right-
eye, having loft an Eye on the like Expedition,

Not far from hence, a fine Monument {tands,
to the Memory of Dr. Chamberien, a Man-mid-
wife, of no great Fame when living, but who
hzppened to have the Efteem of the prefent Duchefs
of Buckingbam, who ercéted this to his Memory,

A magnificent Monument {ftands near this, of a
Lady, whofe Name is Carteret ; and fome Re-
ports aflign an odd Caufe for ber Death; viz,
the late French King’s foving, 4 Lady cne of hb.s
Nobles compared to bery was the bandjomsft of twe
twe.

A
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A fine Monument of Lord Courcey ftands near
this ; on which, we are told, Oneof his Anceftors
had.a: Privilege granted, of wearing his Hat before
the King---Here are feveral Monuments of Gentles
men who fell in the late Wars; Col. Bringfield, in
particular, who had his Head fhot oft by a2 Cannon
Ball, as he was meunting the Duke of Marlborough,
who had a Horfe thot under him. Thofe of others
who were famous for different Talents; as my
Favourite Purcel, and Dr. Crofts, for Mufick;
decorate the North Ifle ; at the Head of which
ftands Sir Godfrey Kneller,Painter to his late Majefty;
but witha Copy of Verfes on it, that, Judges fay, are
net very extraordinary, and yet Mr. Pope’s Name
is affixed to them. Ina Corner, thatanfwers to
it, on the Scuth-fide of the Weft-gate, ftands a
curious Refemblance of fames Craggs, Efq; Secre-
tary of State in1720. ereéted by a certain Duchefs,
for what Reafon is not faid. Mor. Pope has been
lavifh of his Praifes, much more being engraved
on this Gentleman’s Monument of his Virtue, &,
than I ever heard any-where elfe.. But they fay
he was a companionable Man, as fome call it,
and eafy of Accefs----A fmall Diftance from this,
is a_ Monument erefted by another Duchefs, Sifter
of the former, to the Memory of Mr. Congreve,
from the great Efteem fhe bore him. “So here are
three- Monuments erefted to three Favourites, by
three Ducheffes.  What a generous Sex is ours,
who carry their Efteem for the Merit of thofe they
favour, beyond the Grave | On the fame Side of
the Church isa very flicht Monument of the great
Earl Godolphin, whowas Ld. HighTreafurer, durmg
the profperous Part of Queen Anne’s Reign ; and
the mean Appearance this makes, when compared
with thofe of Mr. Craggs, Mr. Congreve, Dr.
Chamberlen, &c. makes a SpeQator fenfible, that

2 Judg-
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a Judgment of the Deceafed’s Merits muft not be
formed from their Monuments; nor, as is to be
hoped, the Gratitude and AffeGion of their De-
fcendents either.  Sir Cloudefly Shovel has great
Honour done him, his Monument being ercéted at
the Expence of his Royal Miftrefs. But I thought
he was a rough bone/t Tar ; yet his Effigies makes
him a great Beau, with a fine fowing full-bottom’d
Periwig ; fuch a one, but muchfiner, and morein
Buckle, than that we have feen our Lawyer Mr.,
Kettlcby wear at our Affizes.

Mr.Thynne’s Murder is prettily reprefented on his
Tomb----But before I ftep into what is call’d the
Pocts Row, I muft return to the Door of the Choir;
on the North-fide of which is placed a noble
Monument of the great Sir ffaae Newton, which
1 humbly apprehend to be needlefs; for has he not
built for himfelf a much finer Monument, and a
much more durable one, than Marble? And will
it not out-laft this we fee here, and the Abbey
which contains it ! He lies in a contemplative
Pofture, leaning on the Volumes that have made
his Name immortal. Oppofite to him, at the
South Entrance of the fame Door, is a very grand
Pile, to the Memory of the late Earl Stanhope, a
brave Soldier, tho’ unfortunate in one Battle ; and
a Manof great Probity.

On one Side of the Poets are Dr. South and
Dr. Bufby ; the one an humorous and witty Di-
vine, the other as remarkable a School-mafter, be-
ing famous for his Difcipline and Severity. Geoffry
Chaucer has reach’d us: Spencer is near him ;
Philips not far from Spencer, Ben. Fohnfon is
written on a poor Buft : and Butler (put up by a
Printer, to make his own Name famous) bears
him Company. I would fain not name Aaez.
Prior; buthis Monument is fo beautiful and large,{

#nd
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and his Bufto fo admirable, being a Prefent to
the Poet by the Freach King Lewss X1V, that 1
mufl not pafs it over ; tho’, poor Man! it ferves
only to proclaim his Vanity, being ereed at his
own Defire and Expence : A fad Inftance of Pride
beyond the Grave! Behind him ftands Mr, Gay,
in a Place confccrated to Mortality, declaring Life
isa feft, &c.  Dryden has only his Name on his
Buft, ~ Milten has lately been put up by a Gentle-
man, who, after the Printer’s Example above-
mentioned, has a Mind to engraft his own Fame
ou the other’s Stock ; but, in this, out-does Mr.
Barber : For, after dedicating Six fingle Letters to
the Poet’s Name, M ILTON, he beftows many
Words upon his own ; not being content to name
the little Honours he, the Ereor, now enjoys, but
the leffer ones which he poffefled in the former
Reign ; and from this Example, the Archite@
(who, no doubt, was pasd for his Labour) has Seven
Words to his Fame, declaring, That Ryfbrack
was_the Statuary who cut it.  Here’s fine engraft-
ing Work for you ! However, Milton’s Memory is
a ‘T'ree that will do Honour to the weakeft Scyon
that fhall fpreut from it, or.even toa Dung-hill,
were fuch a thing to lie at its Root. But of our
Poets I'll add no more; for Shakefpeare is not
amongrthem. I am, Madam,

Your mof? obedient Niece,

LETTER CLVIL
From the fame.

YX. On aConcert or Mufical Entertainment.

Honoured Madam,
I WENT laft Night to fee, or rather to hear, a
new Entertainment of Mufick : And muft con-
fefs, I was much difappointed of the Plealure I
: promifed
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promif:d myfelf, I can’t fay but I liked two or
three of the Songs well enough ; and the Mufick,
that was playing all the while, I did not difap-
prove. But pray, Madam, can you tell me, (for
I have already afked twenty, not one of whom
will anfwer me) What is the Reafon of having
every Word fpoken, fqueaked to ---- I cannrot
fay a Tune, but to fuch a Hum as makes me
cuite fick ?  If it be the Mufick that is valuabl=,
why muft the Words torture it? And if theVWords
be fought after, whercfore fhould they be broken
to Pieaes by Notes that drowit the Sound, andquite
Jofe their Senfe? What T mean is, I belicve,
called, Speaking in Recitative ; but whenee wes
this Mode of Speech talen? In what Covrnuy
is it patural 7 And if it be natural no-where, of
what is it an Imitation? What are the Marks of
its Excellencies ? and how fhall we judge of its
Merit? Whence can arife any Pleafure from hear-
ingit? And fhall we find Cauie for excufing the
‘Time loft in fuch anunnatural Amufement? For
myfelf, I muft own ’twas far from delighting me ;
for as it was neither finging nor fpeaking, I could
not tell what to make of it ; for it was more like to
make me cry than laugh, I was {o provoked, when
the Twang of the Harpfichord robbed me of the
Word the whole preceding Line depended upon !--~
I muft confels myfelf for downrizht Speaking or
Singing : I hate Mongrels.  Unlefs mv Judgment
be convinced by fuch Reafons as I can’t, for my
Life, hit upon at prefent. Yet, afterall, I begin
to think, I am betraving my Ignorance all this
time ; and {o P’ll conclude myfelt, Madam,

Yaur moft dutiful Niecs.

LET-
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LETTER CLVIL
From the fame.
X, On the Diverfions of the Play-boufe.

Honoured Madam,

NOVV I have, by your Indulgence, tarry’d in

Town till the Approach of Winter, you
will expe& that I thould give you a little Account
of the Diverfions of the Stage. To begin then :
My Coufin #77lliam and his two Sifters condudted
me laft Night to the Playhoufe, and we took
Places in the Pit.

You may believe T was agreeably furprifed at the
Magnificence of the Stage, and its elegant Orna-~
ments ; and I was mightily pleafed to fee fuch a
prodigious Number of People feated with Eafe,and
conveniently placed to hear the natural Pitch of a
common Voice. Idid not expeét to find the Mu~
fick fo near the Audience; but belieye #har the
moft proper Situation to convey the Sound over the
whole Theatre.

The Play I faw was a Comedy, in which the
Parts a&ted by Women had feveral Speeches that
I thought not quite confiftent with the Modefty
of the Sex. And the Freedom of their Voiceand
Geflures, tho’, perhaps, {uitable enough to the
Charaéters they reprefented, were not fo pleafing
to a Mind bent upon innocent Amufement, (if
not wholly upon Inftruion) as Speeches that put
us not to the Expenceof a Bluth. What Hardthip
muft it be to the Minds of thefe Women, to
enter firft upon this Employment ! How muft
their Virtue (and fure no Woman is without
Virtue at her Entrance into the World) be fhock’d
to offer themfelves for the Entertainment of Six

hundred
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hundred Men, and to utter Words which con-
vey Ideas too grofs for a modeft Ear, and fuch as
would be difficult to hear in private Company
without Confufion! How hard then muft the
Utterance of them be to a numerous and gay
Affembly ! And yet, I am aflured, feveral Women
who get their Bread upon the Stage, are ftri&ly
virtuous, If fuch there are, how great muft be
their Merit, when compared with that of the wicked
ones of our Sex, who are liable to none of their
certain and numerous Temptations? But yet,
where it can be avoided, why fhould Women ex-

ofe- themfelves to certain Dangers, if there is a
117:'013('1l)i1ity of obtaining a tolerable Subfiftence with-
outit! And thofe who can live by Performance
upon the Stage, certainly require Qualifications more
than fufficient to fubfift in fafer and lefs dependent
Statiens, 7
. The Behaviour of the Men, I did not fo muck
weonder. at 3, for a becoming Aflurance in them is
yather pleafing than difobliging : Nor did I per-
ceive, that fo many Expreflions, which are oftener
mifcalled arch, than more truly named obfcene,
were put into the Mouths of the Men as of the
Women ; tho’ the Reafon the Poets have. for this
I cannot guefs. Lo

.The Condu&t of the Company I thought, to
the bigheft Degree, commendable: The utmoft
Decency was obferved, and I faw nothing difagree~
able to the. ftriCteft Politenefs or good Manners ;
the Awe given. by fo great an Audience of Per-
fons of Tafte, being too much to admit any thing
but what.is decent and obliging : Not that I think
it advifeable for Women to go alone to the Play-
boufe 5 for the Gomplaifance, {o fathionable at pre-
fent, affords a fort of Oceafion for laying thems

under fuch fceming Obligations as cannot be
. returneds
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returned, and ought therefore not to be ac-
cepted.

Thefe, dear Madam, are the rough Fhoughts,
on this Occafion, of

Your dutiful Niece.

LETTER CLIX.
From the [ame.

XI1. The Play, and the low Scexes of Harle-
quinery afier it, defcribed and expofed.

Honoured Madam,

I_;IAving, as I told you in my laft, feen aComedy,

I was next carried by my Coufin #7lliam, and
his kind Sifters, to a Tragedy ; which was that of
Hamlet : And I was greatly moved with the Play,
and pleafed with the A&ion. But the low Scenes
of Harleguinery that were exhibited afterwards,
filled me with high Difguft, infomuch that I could,
for their {ake, have wifhed I had not feen the
other. I will give you an Account of this difmal
Fiece of farcical dumb Shew.

We were, then, prefented with the moft ex-
traordinary Gentleman I ever beheld, who,
with the uglieft Face, and moft apifh Behaviour 1
ever faw, had the moft amazing Succefs in his
Amours, with Ladies whofe Appearance deferved
a more amiable Gallant. ~ :

My Coufin #illiam told me the Name of this
Hero was Mir. HARLEQUIN; but as you know
Billy has no great Cepacity, you will be the lefs
furprifed to hear he anfwered not one Queftion I
afked him to my Satisfu&ion. *

Whom
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Wtom does that Charater reprefent, Coufin?
Harlequin,

Pray, of what Nation is the Gentleman?
France.
What is his Bufinefs on the Stage?
b“fa be admired by every Woman who fets Eyes on
.

Why feem they fo fond of him ?

Becaufe be is P{arlequin.

Why is his Face black?

Harlequin’s was never of any other Colour.

Who is the Lady with whom he appears to be
in the ftricteft Engagement?

GCalombine.

‘Who is fhe?

Colombine.,

Whence came fhe, pray, Coufin?

Fam France.

Is the married, or fingle?

Mofly married 5 and at Harlequin’s Service” in
Jpite of ber Hufband’s Teeth.

Why fo?

Becaufe Colombine is to be at bis Beck on evriy
Occafion, '

For what Reafon?

Becaufo they never appear without one another,

Is this Nature ?

It is Fafbiony and that’s as good.

Why don’t thefe worthy Perfons favour us with
2 Song ?

They never [peak.

How muft T underftand them ?

By the Motion of their Heads, Hands and Heels,

Fave they no Tongues?

They muff not sfe them.

W hy does he wear a wocden Sword?

*Tis
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*Tis his Symbal, to which whatever obflracls his
Wifbes, muft give way.
Why?

That he may come at Colombine againf all
Obfiruttion 2

Why muft they needs be together ?

That the Pesple may laugh.

Wherefore thould we laugh ?

Becaufz they are together.

Why does Mr. HARLEQUIN delight fo much in
jumping ?

To pleafe bis Miftrefs.

Why does fhe admire him for that ?

Becaufe he can reach her over other Mens
Shoulders.

Is that Wit?

We laugh at it.

So you may ; but it is more like to fet me a
crying.

You're a Country Lafs, Coufin.

You, Ceufin, area Town Gentleman,

By this, Madam, you may guefs at my Enter-
jainment. We had juft feen Hamlet, as 1 have
faid : My Heart was full of Ophelia’s Diftrefs, and
the Prince’s Fate had fhook my Soul: “In this
State of Mind, to fit two Hours to fee People
run after one another as if they were bewitched,
only to cuckold a poor fimple-looking Hufband,
put me fo much out of Patience, that I fhall not
bear the Sight of the Stage for fome time. And,
indeed, having now run thro’ the Divetfions of ‘the
"Town, I bezin to be defirous of cafting myfelf at
your Feet, as becomes

Your dutiful Niece.

LET-
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LETTER CLX.

From a Country Gentleman in Town, to his
Brother in the Country, defcribing a publick
Execution in London,

Deay Brother,
T HAVE this Day been fatisfying a Curiofity T

believe natural to moft People, by feeing an
Execution at Tyburn : The Sight has had an extra-
ordinary Effeé&t upon me, which is more owing to
the unexpeded Oddnefs of the Scene, than the
affe@ing Concern which is unavoidable in a think-
ing Perfon, at a Speltacle fo awful, and o intereft-
ing, to all who confider themfelves of the fame
Species with the unhappy Sufferer.

That I might the better view the Prifoners, and
efcape the Preflure of the Mob, which is prodi-
gious, nay, almoft incredible, if we confider the
Frequency of thefe Exccutions in London, which
is once a Month ; I mounted my Horfe, and ac-
companied the melancholy Cavalcade from New-
gate to the fatal Tree. The Criminals were Five
in Number. I was much difappointed at the Un-
concern and Carelefefs that appeared in the Faces
of Three of the unhappy Wretches : The Coun-
tenances of the othcr T'wo were fpread with that
Horror and Defpair which is not to be wonder’d at
in Men whofe Period of Life is fo near, with the
terrible Aggravation of its being haften’d by
their own voluntary Indifcretion and Mifdeeds.
The Exhortation fpoken by the Bell-man, from
the Wall of St. Sepulchre’s Church-yard, is well
mtended ; but the Noife of the Officers, and the

Mob,

4



240 Famitiar LETTERS o# the

Mob, was fo great, and the filly Curiofity of People
climbing into the Cart to take leave of the Crimi-
nals, made fuch a confufcd Noife, that I could
pot hear the Words of -the Exhortation when
fpoken ;3 tho’ they ave as follow :

<< All good People, pray heartily to Gop for
¢ thefe poor Sinners, who now are going to their
¢¢ Deaths; for whom this great Bell doth toll, -

¢ You that are condemn’d to die, repent with.
©¢ lamentable Tears. Afk Mercy of the Lord for
<¢ the Salvation of your own Souls, thro’ the
<« Merits, Death, and Paffion of Jefus Chrift,
<¢ who now f{its at the Right-hand of God, to
¢ make Interceflion for as many of you as peni-
¢ tently return unto him.

<« Lord have Mercy upon you ! GChrift have
“ Mercy upon you! ’----Which laft Words the
Bell-man repeats three times.

All the way up Holborn the Croud was fo great,
as at every twenty or thirty Yards, to obftructthe
Paffage ; and Wine, notwithitanding a late good
Order againft that Practice, was brought theMale-
factors, who drank greedily of it, whichI thought
did not fuit well with their deplorable Circum-
ftances : After this, the Three thoughtlefs young
Men, who at fir/? fezmed not enough concerned,
grew moft fhamefully daring and wanton ; be-
having themfelvess in a manner that would have
been ridiculous in Men in any Circumftance what-
ever: They fwore, laugh’d, and talk’d obfcenely,
and wifh’d their wicked Companions good Luck,
with as much Aflurance as if their Employment
had been the moft lawful,

At the Place of Execution, the Scene grew fHill
more fhocking ; and the Clergyman who attended

was
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was more the Subje&t of Ridicule, than of their
ferious Attention,  The Pfalm was fung amidft
the Curfes and Quarrelling of Hundreds of the moft
abandon’d and profligate of Mankind : Upon whom
(fo ftupid are they to any Senfe of Decency) all
the Preparation of the unhappy Wretches feems
to ferve only for Subjett of a barbareus kind of
Mirth, altogether inconfiftent with Humanity.
And as foon as the poor Creatures were half dead,
I was much furprifed, before fuch a Number of
Peace-Officers, to fee the Populace fall to halling
and pulling the Carcafles with fo much Earneft-
nels as to occafion feveral warm Rencounters, and
broken Heads. Thefe, I was told, were the
Friends of the Perfons executed, or fuch as, for
the fake of Tumult, chofe to appear {o, and fome
Perfons fent by private Surgeons to obtain Bodies
for Diffe€tion. T'he Contefls between thefe were
fierce and bleody, and frightful to lock at: So thatX
made the beft of my way out of the Crowd, and,
with fome Difficulty, rode back among a large
Number of People, who had been upon the fame
Errand with myfelf. The Face of every one {poke
a kind of Mirth, as if the Spectacle they had be-
held had afforded Pleafure inftead of Pain, which
I am wholly unable to a¢count for.

In other Nations, common Criminal Executions
are faid to be little attended by any befide the
neceflary Officers, and the mournful Friends ; but
here, all was Hurry and Confufion, Racket and
Noife, Praying and Oaths, Swearing and Singing
Pfalms : I am unwilling to impute this Difference
in our own to the Praétice of other Nations, to
the Cruelty of our Natures; to which, Foreigners,
however, to our Difhonour, afcribe it. In moft
Inftances, let them fay what they will, we are hu-
mane beyond what other Nations can boaft; but

in
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in this,, the Behaviour of my Countrymen is paft
my accounting for ; every Street and Lane I pafled
throdgh, ‘bearing rather the Face of a ‘Holiday,
than of that Sorrow which I expeéted to fee, for
the ufitimely Deaths of five Members of the
Community. o

" 'One of the Bodies was carried to the Lodging
of his Wife, who not being in the way to receive
it, they immediately hawked it about to every
Surgeon they could think of; and vyhen ‘none
would buy it; they rubb’d Tar all over it, and left
it in a Field hardly cover’d with Earth.

This is the beft Defcription I can give you of a
Scene that was no way entertaining to me, and
which Idhall not again take fo much Paisns to fee.
I am, dear Brother,

Yeurs affecticnately.

Advice of an Aunt to a Niece, in relation to her
Conduit in the Addrefles made her by Two
Gentlemen 5 one a gay, fluttering Military
Coxcomb, the other a Man of Senfe and
Honour.  In Five Letters.

LETTER CILXL

1. The Aunt to the Nicce, defiring ber own
Opimion of her Two Lovers,

Dear Lydia,

AM given o underftand, that you have two

new Admirers, of very different Tempers and
Profeffions ; the one Capt. Tom#ins of the Guards;

theother Nir. Luynford.  As I know Mr. Rufb-

Sford
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fod to be a fenfible, folite, worthy Gentleman ;
T ama little uncaflv, left Le fliould be difcouraged
for the other.  And yet, as I know not the Merits
or Qualifications of ‘the Captain, 1 would not
cenfure you, or condemn him, right or wrong.
This makes me defire your Sentiments of both, and
that you’ll acquaint me to which you moftincline.
T have avery high Opinion of your Prudence, and
can have no View in.this Requeft, but your Good.
Only, I muft affure you, that I have fuch an
Efteem for Mr. Rufpford’s Charaler, that the
other Gentleman ought to be fomething more ex-
traordinary than is to be gencrally met with in
his Profeffion, to be preferr’d to him. I hope you’ll
think fo too ; but be this as it will, the frank De-
claration of your Mind will be very obliging to

Your truly affeitionate Aunt,

LETTER CLXIL

1. The Niece’s Anfwer : Deftribing the Beba-
Viour of the [enfible Lover.

Honoured Aunt,

I HAVE, on fo many QOccalions, as well of this,
as other kinds, been obliged to your kind Con-
cern for me, that I fhould be very ingrateful, if I
conceal’d from you the leaft Byafs of my Mind on
fo important an Occafion. I think truly with you,
that Mr. Rufpford is a very valuable Gentleman ;
yet he is over-nice fometimes as to the Company
I fee ; and would take upon him a litile too much,
if I did not keep him ata Diftance; and particularly
is fo uneafy about the Captain, that he wants me to
forbear feeing him on uny Occafion. Now, 1
thirk, this is a lirtle too prefesibing, for the Time
o2 of
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of our Acquaintance, and the fmall Progrefs I
~have hitherto permitted to_the Intimacy between
us. For what is this but furrendering to him upon
his own Terms ? and that, too, before I am fum~
moned in Form? Nothing but a bezrothed Lover, or
a Hufband, has furely a Right to expeét this Ob-
fervance ; and if I were to oblige him, it is abfo-
lutely putting myfelf in his Power, before he con-
vinces me how he will ufe it. O my dear Aunt,
thefe Men, I fee, even the worthieft of them,
are incroaching Creatures ! ---And a Woman that
would not be defpis’d, muft not make her WHI too
cheap an Offering to that of her Admirer. Then,
my dear Aunt, | know not how it was with you
formerly ; but there is a Pleafure in being admired,
that affets one very fenfibly ; and I know not
whether even Mr. Rufbford would fay half the
fine Things he does, if e had not a Competitor
that fays nothing elfe. And I tkink it a kind of
Robbery that a Woman commits upon_ her Plea-
fures, if fhe z00 foon confines herfelf to one. For
the can be but once courted ; unlefs fuch an Event
happens, that the muft have avery bad Heart, that
can wifh for it, And why fhould a Woman ab-
folutely bind herfelf to the Terms of For Bstter
or For Worfe, before fhe goes to Church ?---1 hope,
when the Ceremony has pafled, I fhall make a
very good Wife: But why fhould I buckle to
Honour and Obey, when it is all the Time I thall
have to be honowred and obeyed myfelf ?---Indeed,
Aunt, I think, there isa great deal in this. And
Mr. Rufbford gives himfelf wonderful grave Airs
already : As T’ligive you an Inftance----But here
the Captain is come, and I will give you an Ac-
count of itin my next. Forl will lay before you
faithfully all my Proceedings with both Gentle-,
men, and their Behaviour 5 and you will be en-
' abled
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abled to judge from my Account, which I pre-
fer, were I not to declare myfelf as plainly as Tam
fure Tought to do, in every Particular demanded
of me by fo good an Aunt. ~ I am, Madam,

Your truly dutiful and affeétionate Kinfwoman.

LETTER CLXIIL
From the fame.

1. Containing the Defcription of the Bebavioir
of the jaine Gentleman 3 which occafions a
Love-quarrel,

Honoured Aunt,

HOPE, the Sufpenfe I gave you by my abrupt

* breaking off in my laft, will be forgiven. I
was going to give you an Inftance of Mr, Rufbford’s
grave Airs. He comes laft Thurfday with great
Formality, and calls himfelf my bumble Servant ;
and I faw he was pleafed to be difplealed at fome-
thing, and fo look’d .s grave as he, only bowing
my Head, and following my Work ; for I was
hemming a Handkerchief,  20u are wery bufy,
Madam --- Yes, Siv~--- Pethaps | break in upon
you----Not much, Si----Zam forry if 1 do at all,
Aladam----You fee 1 am purfuing my Work, as
I was before you came.----1 do, Madam I---very
gravely, faid he---But I have known it otherwije,
when Somebody elfe has been here----Very likely,
Sir 1---But then T did as I pleafed---fo I do now---
and who fhall controul me?--~-1 beg parden,
Madam ; but *tis my Valge for you----"That makes
you troublefome, faid I, interrupting him,-----
I am forry for ity Madam I----Your humble Ser=
want.---- Y ours, Sir.---So away he went.---Well,
thought I, if thou art tobe loft for this, and muft
M 3 put
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put me inte bedily Fear, every time thou hafta
Mind to be grave, Adieu to thee! » R
In the Evening he comes again----Afrs, Betty,

Is your Lady difirgaced ¢ Could I be admitted te
Jay one Word to her ¢ 1 believe fo, Sir. -Madam,
Mr. Rufbford begs to be admitted to fay one Word
to you. Hewas at the Door, and heard me, as]
know. Do you fntroduce him, faidI, (with as
much Form as he) tomy Prefence. He enter’d. 1
rofe up, with my-Hands before me--+-1 fee you are
angry with me, Madam.----1 am forry for it, Sir,
faid L. Sorvy for your Angery Ihopes Madam 2---
I fhould be forry, Sir, faid I, if any body fhould
fee me angry for nothing.----Tam forry, Madam,
that you fet as nothing ene that bas fo much Value for
you. r. Rufbford, faid I, we have fo many
Sorry’s between us, that IHhould be pleas’d with a
few Glad’s I---WWhy, f2id he, with this fliff, fet Air,
do you delight tevex thus an Heart that you.can make
forry or glad at your Pleafurs?---Why.am I, Sie,
to be treated capricioufly, and to have my Con~
duct upbraided, when you think proper to be ont of
Humour ?---- I out of Humour, Madam!----1
thought fo---Was it in high good Humour that
you infulted, me with that Somebody elfe 2--<1 own,
Madam, Icannot bear to fee you fo gay, [o pleafed,
and lively, when that painted Butterfly'is here 5 ‘and
Jo grave, fo laconick, fo referv’d, when 1 pay my
Refpeéts to you. Prythee, pr’ythee, Mr. Rafbford,
none of thefe prefcribing Airs ! ----What Right
have I given you to ute me thus?----Madam, .1
hoped my dddrefs was not. quite umwelcome.---What-
ever your -Addrefs is, your Prefcriptions arg, -~ [
ecunot, where I fo much love, bear fuch a Difference
as I ahways fee in your Temper, when that Fluttereris
bere, to what [ cxperience--"T he Difference perhaps
may be in the Men, not in the JFiman. - 45 how,
HMadam ?
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Madum ¢ Ashow ! Why, faid I, he makesme
laugh, and if 1 was to give way to’t, your grave
Aiis would make me cry 1---Thank you, Madanm,
Jaid he ! What's Sport to you, is Death to me !---
And fo he figh’d, and took a Turn or two about
the Room---1 was ftanding all this time.

He came, and took my Hand, and look’d fo
filly upon me, I half pity’d him: 1 hope, Madanr,
[ don’t keep you flanding /---Yes, you do, Sir I---
1 begy, Madam, you’ll not torture me 10ith this con-
temptuous Formality 1---1 think I am the moft com-
platfant Creature breathing I--7o ME, Madam, do
you mean I---Y cs, Siv---¥iou always mean fomething
an your Paradoxes, Madam: Mlay I afk your Mean-
ing now ¢—When I laft fat and purfucd myWork,
you were difpleafed. I now ftand, and have nothing
to do but to be entertain’d in fuch an agreeable
manner as you fhall think propereit for me
yet you are not pleafed.

Madam, faid he, you put me quite befsde my Pur-
pofes! If I thought you would have it fo, {wonld
Sooner die than be fo troublefome to you, as I new
bave Reafon to think myfelf—If you have Reafon
to think fo, I hope you are Mafter of your own
A&ions, faid 1 Do you forbid meyour Pre-
Jence fur ever, Madam ?---1 do, if you afk it, Sir,
(Was not this, Madam, daring me to anfwer even
worfe?)---1 afk it, Madam! Heaven is my I} itnefs,
it would be the heavic/t thing that could bejul me---
You would not thus brave it from me, if you
thought fo, faid I, quite nettled.

In this manner we went on, till we had vex’d
one another to fome Purpofe ; and then he was fo
good as to give me Leave to fitdown, and I was {o
gracious as to permit him to fit by me; and wsz
parted with no Difpleafure on either Side.  Thus
much for Mr. Rufferd, and his graus Firs. Dly

SR next
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next fhall let you into the Qualifications of his
Competitor, Till when, I am, honoured Madam,

Your dutiful Kinfwoman,

LETTER CILXIV.

IV. From the fame : Defcribing ber fluttering
Pretender.,

Honeured Madam,

I NOW give you fome Account of the Captain,

He is a handfome Perfon of a Man, of a good
Family : Heir to a good Eftate : Drefles well, fings
well, dances well---So much for his gsed Qualities.
As for his others ; he is infufferably vain ; talkative;
is always laughing, efpecially at what he fays bim-
Jeif' 5 and, fometimes, at the Conceit of what he is
going to fay, before he fpeaks : He has fuch an un-
daunted Aflurance, that there is no fuch thing as
putting him out of Countenance. One Inftance
Pll give you---He is always admiring himfelf in
the Glafs; infomuch that while he is in the
Room, I cannot peep into one without ftaring him
in the Face ; and one Day rallying him on this, I
afk’d him how the Glafies were fixed in a Camp?
He reply’d, without Hefitation, O Madam! the
Care our Generals take to pitch our Tents by the
Banks of fome tranfparent Stream, ferves very well
for that Purpofe.  And then he laugh’d moft egre~
gioufly for five or fix Minutes together.

You may believe, Madam, from what I have
faid, that I give no great Encouragement to his
Vifits. Yet 1s there no fuch thing as getting rid of
him; for by all his Condu&, Iplainly fee, he has
twallow’d the ridiculous Qpinion, that the more

averfe
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averfe a Woman appears to 2 Man’s Addreffes, the
more Ground hehasto expe& Succefs ;.and he feeins
fo aflured of winning me, that I begin fo be appre-
henfive, every time he puts his Hand in his Pocket,
that he will pull out a Licence and a Ring---If 1
admit him into my Company, I know not how to
get rid of him. If I caufe myfelf to be deny’d,
be plants himfelf dire@ly aganft my Window,
that the whole ' Neighbourhood may know his
Bufinels : Thus, with or without my Confent, he.
will be cither thought my reigning, Admirer, or he
will, Don Quixoeze like, have me for his Dulcinca,
in fpitg of my Teeth. - o ‘

He' has three or four times fheaw’d- away before
Mr. Rufiferd, and, as I cannot. forbear heartily
laughing “at the Airs he gives himfclf, tho’ for very
different Reafons from thofle.by which bis rifible
Mufcles are moved,  he thinks: me pleafed with
him 4 and, what is more vexatious, Mr. Ruftford
thinks {o top, and grows ferious and fullen, as I
inftanc’d in my former, : .

Now, Madam, what can I do? T heartily de--
fpife. my Soldier 3. I greatly regard Mr. Rufhfsrd’s
good Senfe, good Breeding, and . other good Qua-
lities : But to forbid this Fop, is.what I am fure.
will bave noWeight.with him ; for I have as good
asdorie it feveral times, and he fells me, he will
vifit me whether I will or not, as long as I am
unmarried : And to do it:profefledly in Complai~
fance to Mr. Rufpford, unlefs- Matters had gone
further between us, is putting myfelf: ablolutely in
his Power, and: declaring:myfelf bis, before he atks
me' the Queftion. So, may. I not.laugh.on a
little at the one, and teize the othef’s chufelefs
J.calcaxif v, do you think, till T bring Mr.Rufbford
to fpeak out fo explicitly, that aWoman of fome
Nicenefs, as I pretend to be, maybein néw.Dangei;

5 I
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of mifkaking him.? , Befides, I think Mr. Rubford
a littletoo capricipus, and fhauld be glad: td break
him of ity lefty. if it .ever fhould be our Lot to
¢ome -together, . that . Temper - fhould improve
upén him.; and be more troublefonie from; ar¥
Hufband, than-it is fromr an humble Servant. 1
fhould be glad my Conduét might merit the Appro-
bation of fo good 2 Judge: but if it do not, I will
endeavour toieppform myfelf to your-Adviceh. For
Tam,-and evenwillibey honpived Madam,

Yoir ndft:di¥iful Niec,

LETTERT CLXV.

V. From, thi duns” contining flid Ablct
U and Caugion. on.shis Occafion.

. Pegr Liydia,
_:LYO:URJaﬁ ‘Letter pleafed -me much - betterithan
& your twe. farmer : ‘For your firft held me in
great-Sufpenfe; your fecond gave me Concern for
your rigorous- Treatment of poor Mr. Rufbford,
who, - ’tis plain;:loves:you” much ; but your third
confirms me in the.Opinion I alwiys entertain’d of
your Prudencey in prefersing a- Masi of Senfe tora
Coxcomb.- - ‘ , 7
I muft tell you, that. rothing could:-give me
greater Pleafure, than to fee you Mr. Rufbford’s
Bride. His Fortune is good, his Perfon manly.and
agreeable) and hjs. Behaviour polite... Butiintmy
Opinion, you haveineed -of:all; your Prudenke and
Caution,..: to awoid-giving him a faftief Difeufts
for I would have -you always remembery’ myiDear,
that nothing cah give fuch Diflike to'a Mzn: éf
Wifdom and Difcernment,i as to make him imagire
a Fool is preferr’d to him,

' If
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&~ If \Mr. Rufbford didnot love you,® he weuld not
be :jealoussf_ fiteh a Fop lastyou deforibe 5 dndiit'is
enouph to-keep his Paffions awakey wheh he fbes yod
fo-grave and fo fevere, ‘ab I ey fay, o him, and
fo. facetious and " chearful “with ‘the other. >For
many a' Woman of Senfe,'in othet réfpe&s, 1 hhs
been cauglit by fome of ' thofe ridiculous Airs' that
fuch empty Laughers give themfelves'; -and if you
fhould carry your Jeft too far, it"might make him
.defpife a Tsevity, as hz wouldibe apt to conftrue it}
which he would think unworthy of his Addrefles.
I know it is but too natural to our Sexto love to
be admired ; but this Humour, when not properly
bounded and guarded, has many times coft us dear,
even the Happinefs of all our Lives. Don’t be
afraid "of * obliging Mr. Rufiford, in' a” Point {o
material to his Tranquillity, and your éwn Repu-
tation, as the forbidding the Vifits of your #Man of
Scarlet : For, as you intend not to encourage him,
and he has fo undaunted an” Afiurance, ‘founded on
fo muchFolly, I think, if you had no other hurm-
ble Servant, it would not Be. reputable- to receive
this 3 much lefs when you have one of fo different a
‘Caft, that Light and Darknefs are mott more op-
pofite » And a Perfon muft have a very:indiffcrent
Repard to a Man of Merit, whe would not - give
up {uch a one to hisRequeft; for the very Thouglit
of 2 Competition with: fuch a Rival, in fo tender
:and ‘nice a Point, muft be difgufting to a Man
‘of Senfer oo S e
¢~ And befides, you know not, my. Dear, but
‘Mr. Rufbford may be deterr’d from a formal putting
the Queftien to youj by the Apprehenfion that
on fee his Rival’ with too much Approbation :
%or can a-‘Man of his “Senfe think of giving him-
. {cIf up abfolutely to a Perfon . who feems to waver
in her Judgment, which to prefer of two fuch
Com-
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Competitors? Muft not the Mind that can hefitate
one Moment on fuch a Decifion, appear unworthy
of the Charatter of his Wife ? B

And then, as to tcizing him for his Jealoufy,
and breaking him of it aforchand, I doubt this
favours a little too much of the ungenerous Tem-
pers of fome of our Sex, who love to tyrannize,
when they can. Prudence in a Lady is the beft
Cure of Jealoufy in a Gentleman ; and is the
Method you propofe of laughing on with the
Captain, and teizing a worthy Man, who un-
doubtedly loves you, a Mark of thatPrudence?---
Indeed, I fear, if you go on thus, you will either
lofe Mr. Rufbford, or will be obliged to keep him
at the Expence of a Submiffion (after you have
provok’d him) proportionable to the Infult he will
receive ; and this, my dear Kinfwoman, will be
but little agreeable to the Pride of our Sex, anda
particular -Mortification to your cwn,

One Rule let me give you: That the more
obliging you are in the Time of your Power, the
more it will move a generous Mind to indulge
you, in kis; and the Time you may reckon yours,
may not be Three Months in Proportion to "Thirty
Years of his ; or the whole Life. And pray, my
Dear, remember, that young Ladies affume a Tafk
they are very little qualify’d for, when they fet up
to break Tempers, and manage Hufbands, before they
are marricd.

Your Prudence will fuggeft to youa very pro-
per Condué, I am fure, to fecuré a worthy
Hufband,  without my writing a Word more.
Efpecially as I know it will teach you to overcome
the litdde Jow Pleafure, which fome of our Sex
take, at yourYeors, in being admired and flattered,
and to conquer the little teizing Pride of perplex-
ing and torturing the Heart of a worthy Ad-

mirer,
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mirer, when we think we hava it in our Power
And fo, -h%)ing-, foon. .to hear, that, you have.ibar
nifh’d the Captain, and are.in the,way to change
the Name of Fengon for that of Rufpfard, 1 remain,
my dear Niece, . . N ST
- Your affectionate Aunt,,

LETTER CLXVL

From a Lady to ber falfe” Lover, who' after

baving brav’d all bis Friends Expoftula-

. tions, at laf} is perfuaded to abandon her for
another of larger Fortune,

. SIR,
'9’I‘IS a ‘poor, ‘a very poor. Pretence that you
make, after what has paffed between us, - that
you muft, in Compliance with the Commands of
your Friends, break off Acquaintance with;me !
How often have I .advifed you to this formerly !
How often have you vow’d the Impoflibility of
your doing it ! How have you, in' purfuance .of
this Avowal, brav’d your Friends, and. defy’d
their Refentments, in fuch a manner, that gave
them no Hope of: fucceeding with you ! tho’ I
always. blam’d your difobliging way of doing it,
in regard to them, as your Relations,. But juft
as'you had brought them. to expett you would not
be prevail’d upon, and they had fo far acquiefced in
.your : Choiee, -that I had received and returned
{/iﬁts from the Principals of your Family, for.you
poorly to plead their Menaces, is fuch a Jeft, as is
not to be received without Contempt and In-
dignation, - . \

Well,
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- Well, I can guefs at your Motives'l---tho’ you
are too mean-fpirited 'to,; ;aokﬂﬂvlf’dgf them, af_ld
that they are'too mean o be acknowledged. Mifs
Hallagcap explain: them all, by the Help of 3 laxgéd
Fortune than I have I have heard of your Uncle’s
Piapofal, and your Vifit there,---Go on, Sir, and
Wwelcome! 1 have Spirit'enough to defpife the Man
that could deceive me. --- But could you not, for
your ewn fake aét this perfidious Part in a more
manly and more worthy manner? Codld you hot
find.a fettar Reafqu-thafi one you-had alviays 'ved
jeedy swhen it was more your Duty to cbferve it?
But muftyou, when -your Yows .to me had made
it; your: Duty to difpenfe with it, then fhew your
Levity in adbering to it ? Yet why do I expoftulate
with a.Perfon o little deferving Expoftudation?
You..may . think .me:angry, becaufe : of my Dif-
- appointment, , ¥ Tis ;true, ¢¢- 75 a Difappointment,
and had a better, Opinion -of ;you than this Con~
ductthews yon deferved ; or Things thould never
bave proceeded fo “far as they did.  But *tis 2 Dif-
appointment, I hope, (the’ no Thanks to any
Part .of your Condud, but your Meannefs)-1 thall
foon: get over, , And tho’ I with you no -Harmy
letus fee, if, Seven Years hence, you will be fo
%gn){yhgndred Pounds the richer, as makes the
Jifference to you, between Mifs Holles arid Her
you have treated {o unworthily.., And if that will
make -you happier, I truly with-you may be fo!
For I am: not your Epemy, tho’you deferve not
that I thould ftyle myfelf

Your Friend.

LET-
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LETTER CLXVIL
From a Gentleman to ‘bis Lady, 'whafe Over-
- micenefs in ber Houfe, and uncaly Temper
" with ber Servants, make their Lives i+
comfortable,
My Dear, .
7 OUR kind : Concern for my Abfence is very'
-_obliging." *Tistrue, I have already out-ftayid.
my Intention bya Week ; andTfind the Place I am
in- fo very.engaging, and Mir: Terry andbis Sifter (o
agreeable,” that; but to'come to you, I could wil-
Iingl}% ftay a Month longer with them. - In'fhort,
my Dear, ‘Mr. Térry livesjoft as 1 would wifh'to
live 5: and his Sifter, who-is' his Houfe-keeper, 'is
juft: what I would with ysu "to be, in many Parti-
culars 3 tho’ no one, 'in my Opinibn, can equal
you in others.’ ‘ SRS o
. You muft know then, that Mr, Terry and T
are quite happy in one another ; and when he has
ne Vifitors, are indulg’d in a very pretty Parlour,
which neither Pail nor Mop is permitted to entet
for: tawo or three Days together. And when we
have Company, the Dining-room is at our Service,
ind the kind Lady lets us (moak there without
remarking upon the beaftly Fumes that we give the
Furniture. Nct only fo, but if, by a fudden Tarn
of the Pipe, any one of us chances to beftrew 'the
Floor with burnt Tobacco, we are net broken in
vpon éither by Maid or Broom. And yet no
Room can be cleaner than we find that, when we
return to it froma Walk in the Gardens, -
And indeed, I muft acquaint you, that I never
faw a Liady more prudently nice than Mrs, Tegy.
’ ‘ er
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Her Perfon, Furniture, and Houfe, are evenPat-
terns of Neatnefs and good (Economy: I never
any-wherc faw the one or the other ocut-done,
Yet how can this be, I marvel f---For I have feen
her pafs over the Mark of a dirty Shoe-heel, upon
a Floor as white as a Curd, and never once rank
the Aggreflor among the worft of Slovens, Nay,
more than that, I have {een her Brother dropa few
Crums of Bread and Butter under his Feet, with-
out fo much as one corre&ive Frown ? Is not this
ftrange, my Dear ? Have Batchelors, from a Sifter,
more Privileges, thanamarry’d Man from hisWife?

More than this, {it is true, upon my Honour!
incredible as it may feem to you) t’other Day he
happen’d to fpill a Glafs of Claret upon a fine
Damafk Table-cloth, and broke the Glafs; vet
met with no cther Reproof than an agreeable
Laugh at his Aukwardnefs, and, 1t was well it was
be that did 1t, who might do as be pleafed with bis
own ! Oh, what a happy Man, thought I, is this
good old Batchelor !

But, my Dear, prepare fur more firange Things
ftill :© Yefterday, at Dinner, he was cutting vp a
good fat Goofe, and, by an unfortunate Splath,
moft grievoufly befpatter’d a rich Gown his Sifter
had on. My Heart ached upon this; for, truly, I
thought, for a Moment, I was at home. But good
Mrs. Terry convinced me of the contrary. Oh,
Brother, faid the, with a Smile, what a Slip was
that !---But, Misfortunes will happen !--- And out
fhe pulled her Pocket Hankerchief, to wipe her
Gown. lamforry for it, Sifter, faid he. It can’t
be help’d, return’d fhe, witha Smile; but I had 2
good Mind to put you to fome Expence for this.
Thiswas all fhe faid, and fhe kept her Seat, and
eat her Dinner in perfe&t good Temper ; nay, and
look’d as eafy and as pleafant as the fpoke. .

- I muft

4
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I muft ftill further obferve, that, tho’all Things
here ate conducéted with the greateft Decorum, and
cvery Servant in the Houfe knows their Duty, and
does it diftinguithingly well, yet I have never heard
one high or angry VV};rd pafs between Mrs, Terry
and the Maids. Ts not this furprifing, my Dear?
What can it belowing to? I thought, for my Share,
fo much have I been ufed to a contrary Manage-
ment, that no Servant could do their Duty, unlefs
the Miftrefs of the Family put herfelf out of Hu-
mour with all the Houfe. Either the is more
fortunate than you, in lighting of good Servants ;
or, perhaps, as Perfecution makes Schifmaticks in
the Church, fo finding Faults creates them in a
Family. There may be fomething in this, my
Dear ; forI have feen your Maid Fane blunder, out
of Fear; and blunder afecond time, to find fhe
bad blunder’d; and a third, becaufe fhe was put
quite out, and could not help it.----Then how
has my poor Deary been difcompofed | How have
her charming Features been even diftorted with
Paflion! not a Bit of the Lily in her Face; for the
crimfon Rofe had {wallowed 1t all up; and an Eye
darting Flames of Indignation and Woe mixed
together | And then, breaking Silence, Nobody
ever had fuch Torments of Servants as I have |
Alu- ! poor Deary ! How hard is thy Hap!
How much happier this good Family | For, fe-
cure of an Excufe, rather than Blame, if a fmali
Fault thould be committed, in comes each Ser-
vant, as their Duty requires, all ferene, pleafed,
chearful, as their K/Iiﬁrcfs. Their Eye is fixed
upon her Eye, with a becoming Confidence of
pleafing ; and a2 Nod, ora Beck, does more with
them, than an hundred Words.

How can I, my Dear, think of leaving fuch a
delightful Houfe and Family as this ?---Yet I long

to
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to fec my beloved Spoufe; and I will fet out on
ZAlinday next for that Purpofe, with as great Delight
as ever 1 knew, fince 1 had the Happinefs to call
ycu mine. But pray, my dear Love, let what I
Lave faid, without the leaft Defign to offend or
concern you, a little imprefs you, however. Let
me have the Satisfadtion, for beth our fakes, of
feeing you get over fome of thofe Foibles, that
make us as effe@ually unhappy, attimes, asif we
had fubftantial Evils to encounterwith, In fhort,
my Dear, let us think the Houfe made for our
Ufe, and ‘not we for that. And let us Thew our
Servants, that while we would have them fefs
faulty than they are, we will, ourfelves, try to be
maore perfeft than we have hitherto been ; and not,
while we condemn their Failings, be guilty of
much greater, -
Juftice, Prudence, Eafe, Pleafure, Intereft, Re-
putation, all require this of us: And could I hope
what I have written will be attended to,. as L with
and mean it, you cannot conceive the Delight that
will double upon me on my Return to my
Deareft ; for it is my Pride, that I can ftyle my-
feif Yours ever, moft affeltionately.

'LETTER CLXVIIL

From & Gentleman who in. a [mall Fortune ex-
periences the Skights of bis Friends 3 but being
Juddenly reputed 10 be rich, is oppreffed with
the fawsing Carefles and Adulation of thofe
who had before negledied bim. o
Dear § r
MUST, for once, poftpone every thing I would

- fay to you, in ordur to make room for an- Ace
count you little expedt. What
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What will you fay, when T tell you, that a
turrent Report of my being immenfely rich is the
greatelt Misfortune 1 at prefent labour under? Nor
do I'find it fo fupportable as you may be apt to
imagine. The Occafion was owing to the frequent
Slights I had received from the Gentlewoman with
whom I lodge, and from others of my Friends,
who, believing that I lived up to my fcanty Fortune,
as in T'ruth Fdo, (tho™I take careto be beholden to
nobody, and. pay ready Money for every thing)
could not treat me negligently enough. "I com-
plain’d of this to that arch Wag Tony Richard:,
who told me, he would change every one’s Be-
haviour to ms in a few Days. And he has done it
effectually : For what does he do, but, as a kind
of Secret, acquaints my Landlady, that befide my
poor little Eftate (which you know to be my All)
he had lately difcovered, that I had T'wenty thou-
fand PoundsStockin one of our great Companies !

Such was the Force of his whimfical Delufion,
that, the very next Morning, I had a clean Towel
hung over my Water-bottle, tho’ I never before
had more than one a Week during the Twenty
Years I have lodged here. :

About a Week after this, my Coufin Tom, who,
for the two Years he has been in the Temple, has
let me fee him but three times, came, in a moit
complaifant manner, plainer drefled than ever I
had before feen him ; and begg’d, if the Length of
the Evening-was in any Degree “burdenfome, 1
would..permit him to wait upon me with fuch
Picces of Wit, Humour, or Entertainment,: as
the Town 'aff'orded,;. the reading of which under
my Ear, he was {ure, would be a great Advantage
to him ; andaflured me, that, for a Beginning," he
had prefumed to bring the laft new Tragedy in his
Pocket ;. I thank'd my young Spark. Upon which

he
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he is fo much in earneft in his Obfervances,
that three Nights in a Week he thus entertaing
me: Which will at leaft be of fo much Service,
as to keep him out of more expenfive Company.
And you cannot think what Pains the Rogue takes
to read with the Cadence he knows I admire, and
fits till his Teeth chatter before he offers to look
towards the Fire. s ‘

What you will ftill more wonder at, Sir Fobn
Hyokhim called upon me before Chriftnas 5 and tho’
I have not had a Vifit from him thefe Five Years,
was {o oblizing, as to run away with me in his Cha~
riot into Hertfordfbire, to keep the Holidays in his
Family ; where his Lady treated me with the
utmoft Refpe&, and her 6aughters paid me their
Morning Devoirs, with the fame Deference as if
I had been their Grand Papa. No Dinner was
concluded upon, without confulting my Palate;
and the young Gentlemen, his Sons, are as ambi~
tious of my hearing their Exercifes, as if their
Fortunes depended upon my Approbation.

Sir fehn acquainted me with every Improvement
he had made in his Eftate, and aflured me, that
his fecond Son #ill. my Namefake, hasa Geniug
fingularly turned for managing Country Bufinefs,
had he not had the Misfortune of having a Brother
born before him ; and gave me feveral Reafons to
believe, that a fine Eftate, which lay in the Neigh-
bourhood, and was then to be fold, would be a
great Pennyworth. I took the Hint; but faid, I
had no Inclination to purchafe : He fhook his Head
at my Thoufands, and told me, that, in his Opi-
nion, a Land Eftate was preferable to the beft
Stock in the Kingdom.

When I came to Town the 4th of Fanuary, 1
was no fooner out of Sir Fobn’s Chariot, but my

Landlady, in Peifon, informed me, that fince I
had
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had been abfent, I had fo many 1 refents fent me,
that fhe had been in an hundred i zars for “'ar
{poiling : L afked her the Particulars, and found Five
Turkeys, Three Chines, Three Hampers of /47:--
deira for the Gout, T'wo Collars of Brawn, Ceele,
Chickens, Hares, and Wild-fowl, to a lue
Amount,

At Night I was welcom’d to Town by all my
0/d Acquaintance, and abeut T'wenty almoft new
ones : I was a little tired with my Journey ; and
had a flight Cold befides; which being obferved,
one was running for a Phyfician, another for a
Surgeon, to bleed me : One thought an Emetick
Mot improper : Another recommended a gentle
Sweat, or compofing Draught ; and, amidft the
general Officioufnefs, I could hear it whifper’d,
that -if my Will was not made, Delays might
prove dangerous : And, in the Morning, five
Meflengers after my Welfare arrived before Day.

Thus, Sir, you fee my Peace is gone, my
Tongue isof no Ufe ; for no one believes me, when
I declare my real Circumftances: And, under the
Happinefs of a very fmall Fortune, I {uffer all the
Afiétions attending a Man immoderately rich ;
and if you keep not your ufual Behaviour, I {hall
not know myfelf, norany Man clfe ; fince all my
Companions are become Flatterers, and all around
me are fo obfequious, that it is impoffible for me
to know when I do right or wrong, Iam, dear
Sir, the’ thus whimfically fituated,

Your real Friend,

LET-
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LETTER CLXIX.

From one Brother to another, on the rnﬁ Mar-
riage of a beloved Daughter of one of them,
to a profligate young Fellow.

My dear Brother.

I AM exceedingly concerned for the rafh Step,
your Daughter 7 homafin has made: I know how.
it muft affe&t you, and I am myfelf not a little
troubled at it. But we fee how unfit we are to
chufe for ourfelves ! And, oh! how often are we
punithed by the Enjoyment of ourown Withes !---
Y ou fay, you would rather have follow’d her Corpfe
to the Grave, than that the fhould have thus thrown
herfelf away on a Rake, a Prodigal, a Sot, and a
Fool, as 1, as well as you, know to be the Cha-
ra&ter of the Perfon fhe has chofen. I would not
afli¢t you, my dear Brother, inftead of pouring
Balm on the Wounds of your Mind. But you
will remember, that it is fcarce two Years ago,
when you were no lefs anxioudly difturbed on Occa-
fion of the violent Fever, which then endangered
her Life. What Vows did you not put up for her
Recovery ! What Tumults of Grief then agitated
your afflicted Mind ! And how do you know, that
then fhe was only reftor’d at your inceffant and im-
portunate Prayers ; but that otherwife, God Al
mighty, knowing what was beft for you both,
would have taken her away from this heavy Evill
This fhould teach us Refignation to the Diviné’
Will, and that we are moft unfit to chufe for our-
fclves: And even'this Afliction, heavyds it is, may
be fent, in order to wean you from a Delight that
you had too much fet your Heart upon, -

Mean



moft Important Occafions. 263

Mean time, you muft not, by too vioclent a Re-
fentment and Reprobation of her, which I find
you are refolv’d upon, add to the Miferies the has
chofen. The poor Creature, will, I fear, too foon
find her Punifhment in her Choice ; and already, I
underftand, fhe is driven to great Diftrefs. You
know fhe has ftrong Paflions, and your too great
Severity may precipitate her on her everlafting
Ruin, when fhe becomes thoroughly fenfible of the
Condition fhe has brought herfelf to, from as happy
Profpeéts as any young Lady could promife her-
felf.

‘Let this prevail upon yeu to allow her Necefla-
ries ; for, oh! ’tis a fad thing for meagre Want to
ftare in the Face a young Creature ufed to the
fulleft Plenty ! efpecially when ’tis aggravated by
the Refle€tion, that it is all owing to her own
Rafhnefs. And as it may not fuit with your Liking,
to appear yourfelf to allow her any thing, at leaft
till you fee what Ufe will be made of your Fa-
vours, I will undertake, as from mvfelf, and on
my own Head, to furnifh, if you pleafe, what
is immediately neceflary 5 and from time to time
give you a faithful Account of the Difpofition in
which the receives it, and how her wretched De-
luder is affected by it.

This is a Tafk I fhould not be fond of, but to
prevent worfe Confequences 5 and I muft intreat
you, Brother, to weigh ferioufly the Matter; and as
you abound, let not the unhappy Wretch, who,
«fter all, is your Daughter, want thofe Necefarics
;( Life, which all your Servants have ifi fuch

lenty.

1 c{«uld not bear to be a Witnefs of the great
Guicfs, which muft tear afunder your Heart, ftrug-
ofing between paternal Affetion, and juft Indig-
nation ; which makes me chufe to write to you;

and
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and fhall wait your Refolution on this Subject. 1
am, dear Brother,

Yours moft affectionately.

LETTER CLXX.
The afflicted Fatber, in Anfwer to the preceding.

Dear Brother,

Y OU are very kind in {{ou‘r Intention, yetvery
affe@ing in your jult Reproofs of my mif-
placed Fondnefs for a Creature fo unworthy. Re-
fronation ta the Divine Will, a noble, a needful
Leffon! is the Dotrine you raife from it. God
give it me, as I ought to have it. Time and His
Grace, 1 hope, will effet it. But at prefent----
Oh! Brother ! you know not how I fet my Heart
on this Wretch.  Thatwas my Crime, you’ll fay:
And ’tis but juft it thould be my Punifhment. Do
you, as you pleafe, in what you propofe. I defire
not the ingrateful Creature fthould want, yet let
her too be pinch’d: Nothing elfe will make her
fenfible of her great Offence----But don’t let her
be precipitated on any worfe Fate, if a worfe can
be poflible, as it may with regard to another Life.
Yet let not her Seducer be the better for the Af-
fiftance. He fhall never riot in my Subftance. Let
me know what you have done three Months hence ;
that I may retrench, or add to what you fhall ad-
vance, as I fhall fee her Behaviour. I fay in three
Months, for another Reafon: becaufe I may by
that time, I hope, get more Strength of Mind and
Paticnce, than at prefent pofleffes the Heart of

Your ever-affectionate Brother.

LET-



moft Important Occafions, 265

LETTER CLXXL

9o a Father on the Lofi of his Son, who died
under dge.
My dear Friend,

7 OUR Let, I confefs, is hard, exceeding hard,

- to lofe fo promifing and fo hopeful a Child as
that dear Boy was, who fo much engroffed the Af-
fections of yourfelf and Spoufe: and a fuitable
Grief on fo trying an Occafion ought to be indulged.
But yet notfo, as if you were bereft of a// Com-
fort, and infenfible to thofe other great Mercies,
which God has beftowed upon you. This, my
dear Friend, would be a finful Rejeftion of thofe
Bleflings which remain to you, asif, like fFrward
Children, you would have nething, beeaufe you
could not have every thing you with’d,

Look upon all the great Families of the Earth,
upon all your Neighbours round you; and fee if
they have not almott every one thed Tears on thiz
very Occafion, and then judge of the Unreafon-
ablonefs of fec great a Grief, and what Pretenfion
vou have to he exempted from thofe Accidents;> 3
which Koyalty itfelf isliable. T will not, to alleviate
vour Grief, remind you of a Topick, which is
toveever no lefs important than too frequently the
Cafe, that he mighs not always have been fo hope~
ful; Lut might, as he grew 1p, many ways hive ad-
miniftered Bicternefs to you, PBut } think it fur-
pafles all ¢tlicr Comforts, even thofe you hoped for
from him, that he is taken away at an Age, at
which Ged’s Mewwy renders his eternal Happinefs
\nlqucftlombly certain ; and you and your mourn-
g spoute have the Pleafure to refle@, that ye
t..ve been the Lappr Means of adding one to the
Number of the Bleft above 3 znd that he is gone be-
forc you, but little while, to that Place, where

all
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all Tears fhall be wiped away, and whither, thro’
the fame infinite Mercy, you will in time follow
him, and enjoy him for ever.

* You have this Comforty. that he dy’d a natural
Death ; that the Work was God Almighty’s, who
gave him to you, and kas but taker back what he
lent you + That you fow every thing done for his
Recovery, that ecu/d be done; and that it pleafed
God not to grant him to your Prayers; and why
fhould you repine at the Difpenfation, when you
know the Difpenfer # Let it therefore, be your
Duty, on this trying Occafion, to thew an intire
Acquiefcence ‘to the Divine Will; fuch an Ae-
quiefcence as may be exemplary to your good Spoufey
whofe weaker Sex and Mind want all the Confo-
lation@our flronger Reafon can give her. And at
the fame time, it behoves you to fhew a thankful
Spirit for the Mercies yet continued to you, (Mer-
cies that Thoufands have not to rejoice in!) left God
Almighty fhould, as a Pusifhment, deprive you of
thofe you have ftill left.

I beg you will take in good Part thefe few Lines,
which my Affe&ion for you has drawn from.my
Pen ; and that you’ll believe me to be, dear Sir,

Yeur truly fympathizing Friend,
and humble Servant,

LETTER CLXXIL

To a Father on the Lofs of a bopeful Son, who
died at Man’s Eftate,

S IR,

AM truly forry for your Lofs, So hopeful a
Son juft arrived at Man’s Eftate, and who was
fo great a Comfort and Affiftance to you, to be

fnatched



moft Important Occafions. 26y

fnatched away, is what muft adminifter to you
the greateft Grief of any thing that could poffibly
befal you.

But,alas! yours is no new Cafe. The greateft Fa-
milies have been thus affli¢ted, and with the Aggra-
vation to fome of them, that perhaps they have been
deprived of their Heirs, and have not a Son lft to
continue their Name and Honours. The late
Queen Anne, when Princefs of Demmark, loft her
beloved Duke of Gloncefter, not only her Hopes, but
the Hopes of the Nation ; and the é’rown, to which
he feeni’d not only borr, but fafbioned, was obliged
to be fettled, on that Occafion, upon a diftant
Branch of the Royal Line.

The great Duke of MARLBOROUGH, who
by his Merit, and his Victories, had raifed a
princely Eftate, as well as Titles, had but one Son,
the Marquis of Blandford, on whom he and his
Duchefs built all their Hopes, for the perpetuating
of thofe new Honours in their Family ; and he was
fnatched away by Death, when he was at the Uni-
verfity, training up to become the Dignities, to
which he was intitled,

Still more recent was the unhappy Fate of a
Lady of the fuft Quality in Eugland. Her Lord
tied a Son lent to his advanced Years, This Son
was the Jaft of that noble Family, and on his Life
depended all his Father’s and his Mother’s Hopes ;
and on his living till of Age, a valuable Part of the
Eftate itfelf, which otherwife was to fall to an ille-
citimate Offspring.  What Care was not ufed to
preferve the noble Youth ! An eminent Phyfician
was taken inte the Family, to be made a conftant
Watchman, as it were, over his Health and Excr -
cifes. The young Nobleman himfelt was hopeful,
dutiful, and as diftinguifhed in the Graces of his
Mind, as by his Birch. He travelled 5 his indul-
gent Mother travelled with him : He madea Cam-

N 2 paign
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paign under his Uncle, the greateft General then
furviving in an Age of Generals, He again travelled
to reftore and confirm his Health, and all the noble.
Mother’s Hopes and Views were employ’d: on the
finding for her beloved Son, on his Return, a Wife
fuitable to his Quality, and who might be aMeans:
to preferve one of the firft Families in the King--
dom, from utter Extin&ion. .

‘What was the Event of all her Cares, her Hopes,-
her Vows, her Profpects ?-- Why, juft as the young,
Nobleman had: {within a few Months) arrived at:
Age, and could have made thofe Family Settle~
ments, which were moft defirable fhould be made,
and the Want of which involved his noble Mother
in perplexing Law-{uits, which, too, turn’d againft
her ; it pleafed God to deprive her of himy. and
he died 1n a foreign Land, far diftant from his
fond Mother; who, ({till more grieveus, if true!)
for Reafons of State, as was faid, had -been deny’d
to accompany and attend him; and fo ended all
her Hopes of above twenty Years ftanding, and i
kim his Family likewife..

A ftill more recent Calamity to a great Family;.
I might mention ; in the Death of two hopeful:
€hildren, the only Sons of their Father, and the
only Heirs Male of one of the firft Families in the
Kingdom, both fbatch’d away, in the Space of 2
few Hours of one another, from healthy Confti-
tutions, and no Ailments previous to the fudden
ene thatcarry’d them off, which was only believed
te be a fore Threat. Invain were the Confulta-
tions of the moft eminent Phyficians and Surgeons,
who gave Attendance all Night, minutely to
watch every Change of the Diftemper ; in vain
F’ov’d the Affurance of the Skilful to the. fond
Pagents, that there was no.Danger. Death mocked
all their Hopes ; and when the firft dy’d, in'vain
was he opened, in ordes to find out, if poflible, the

Caufe
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Caufe of the fatal Malady, in order to adminifter,
with greater Hopes of Succefs, Remedies againtt it,
to preferve the other, That other hopeful Youth
followed his Brother, and their Fate deeply wounded'
the Hearts of half a dozen noble Families, whofe
intimate Relationfhip gave thema very near Intereft
in the awful Event.

Like Inftances of the Lofs of hopeful Sons, and
of the only Male Heirs, might be produced in
other Families of prime Diftinétion in the Lift of
the Brityb Nobility; but I need not enumerate
more to a Mind confiderate as yours, which will
refleét that Deathis a common Lot, from which no
Rank or Degree is exempted. And I hope thefe
Refleétions, and (uch as you will be able to add to
them, by your own Reafon-and Piety, willi ferve
to rebuke the Overflowings of your Grief, and con-
fine it to the natural Channels, into which both
God and Nature will indulge it to flow.

I mention not to your enlighten’d Mind, vou
fee, the Motives, that, neverthelefs, might be in-
fifted on with great Propriety, on fo grievous an
Occafion ; fuch as, The Utlcertainty of Life:
The Gratitude you ought to fhew for having had
your Son fo long continu’d to you, as lie was: The
great Probability of his being happy in God’s Mer-
cies, by reafon of his Hopefulnefs and Duty : The
early Releafe he has met wita from the Troubles
and Chances of a changeable and tranfitory Life:
His Efcape from the Danger of the Temptations
which his Virtue might huve bren tried with, *had
he lived to maturer Y ears 1 T'hat this yout Depriva-
tion is God’s Work : That he dy’d not in 3 diftant
Land, and by an untumely Death: But that you
had the Satisfadtion of knowing that every thing
was done for him that could be Jone: That his
Morals were ftill untainted, and he was not cut
off in the Purfuit of fome capital Sin, as has too

often
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often been the Cafe with bold and daring Spirits in
the Heat of their youthful Paffions: And that he
efcap’d the Snares ufually laid for young Men by
idle Companions, and vicious Women, which too
often entangle and catch the unthinking Mind.
Thefe will be all fuggefted to you from your own
better Reafon ; and to that fecondarily, as to a due
Refignation to the Divine Will primarily, Jet me
refer you, on-tiis trying Occafion: Who am, with
a fympathizing Affection, dear Sir,

Your fincere Friend, and humble Servant.

LETTER CLXXIIL
To a * Widow on the Death of her Husband,
Good Madam,

LLOW me the Liberty of condoling with

you on the truly great and heavy Lofs you have
fuftain’d of an excellent Huiband. All we, who had
the Pleafure of his Friendfhip, mourn with you, the
irretrievable Misfortune to us as well as to you.
But as there is no recalling it, and as it is God’s
doing, we muft not repine at the Difpenfation,
but acquiefce in it, And yet to fay, thatneither
you nor we ought to grieve for it, would be abfurd
and unnatural. Sinful Grief, however, we are
commanded to fhun: And we ought to blefs God,
that he was gracioufly pleafed to continue him with
us /o long, inftead of mourning too heavily, that we
had not longer the Pleafure of his agreeable Con-
verfation, %/Ve were nct born together, =nd fome
of us muf have gome fir/f; and I have fometimes

* With f{mall Variations, the fame Arguments may
be ufed to a Husband on the Death of his Wife, and
on other melancholy Occafions of the like Nature.

been
4
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been ready to think, (befides the Life of Glory,
that, thro’ God’sMercies, awaits the Good) that
he is far happier, than thofe he leaves behind him,
in this Point, That he is faved from the Regret
(which fills. the wounded Hearts of his furviving
Friends) of feeing them go before him, as they have
feen him go before thent.,  Had he not dy’d now, a’
few Years would have determin’d his ufeful Life ;
for the longeft Life is but a Span; and #hen the
Matter, had he gone before us, would have been
as it is now.

We may make our own Lives miferable in be-
wailing his Lofs ; but we cannot do him good, nor
(were be to know it) Pleafure. You, in particu-
lar, Madam, who are now called upon to be both
Father and Mother to the dear Pledges of your
mutual Affetion, ought to take double Care,
how you fuffer immoderate Grief to incapacitate

ou from this new, and more arduousand neceflary

alk. For by this means, yon would not only do
yourfelf Hurt, but double the Lofs which his dear
Children have already fuftain’d in that of their
Father. And would you, Madam, make them
motherlefs as well as fatherlefs 2---God forbid !
Confider, tho’ thisis a heavy Cafe, yet it is a com-
mon Cafe. And we muft not repine, that God
Almighty thought him gpe for Heaven, and put
an End to his prosaiory State,

With melancholy Pleafure have I often, on
the Lofs of+Friends, contemplated the excellent
Advice of the Son of Sirach, who tells us how we
ought to mourn on thefe Occafions, and how we
ought to govern our Mourning; and reminds us
‘moft excellently, that while we are grieving for
our departed Friends, our own Lives pals away, and
we are not, You’ll permit me to tranfcribe his
own excellent Words, as moft fuitable to the Sub-
Jject before us,

Y3 My
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<« My Son, fays he, let Tears fall down over
¢ the Dead, and begin to lament; and then cover
<¢ his Body according_to the Cuftom, and negle&
< pot his %urial. Weepbitterly, and make great
¢¢ Moan, and ufe Lamentation as he is worthy----
¢ and then comfort thyfelf for thy Heavinefs ; for
¢¢ of Heavinefs cometh Death ; and the Heavinefs
¢ of the Hears breaketh Stremgth. In Afi&ion
<¢ alfo Sorrow remaineth ; and the Life of the Poor
¢¢- [or Miferable, or of thofe who make themfelves
¢ fo by Mourning]is the Curfe of the Heart. Take
¢ [therefore] no Heavinefs to Heart: Drive it
¢ away ; and remember [#hy ewn] laft End, For-
¢ get it not ; for there is no turning again : Thou
¢« fhalt not-do himfood, but hurt thyfelf. Re-
«“ member Mmv Judgment [faith the wile Man,
<¢ fpeaking asif in the Perfon of our late dearFriend]
¢¢ for THINE alfofhall be fo. Yefterday for Mk,
¢ and To-day for THEE. When the Dead is
<¢ at Reft, let his Remembrance reft ; and be com-
¢¢ forted for him, when his Spirit is departed from
¢¢ him.”

To add. any thing to this excellent Advice,
would be, in fome meafure, to depreciate it, Iwill
therefore conclude with my Prayers, that God will
enable you to bear as you ought, and as all your
Friends wifh and expes? from you, this truly heavy
Difpenfation, and that moft particularly for the
fake of your dear Childrenby him ; and with afTure-
ing you of my Service, to the utmoft of my Ability:
For Iam, Madam, as well for theirs and your onn
fake, as for his Memory’s fake,

Your faithful Friead, and bumble Servanz,

F I N I s
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