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DETUR blGJSflSSIMO.

I
Here prefent the world with the Life of Dn

Swift : a man, whofe original genius, and un^

common talents, have raifed him, in the general

estimation, above all theWriters of the age. But,
from caufes to be hereafter explained, his character

as a man, has hitherto been very problematical ;

nor mail I find it eafy, notwithstanding the moil

convincing proofs* to perfuade mankind, that one

who flourifhed in the beginning of this century, in
times of great corruption, mould afford in himfelf

a pattern of fuch perfect virtue, as was rarely to be

found in the annals of the ancient Republic of

Rome, when virtue was the mode. Yet if it can

be fhewn that even at this day, when corruption

feems to have arrived at its utmoft pitch, when

prostitution is openly avowed, and public fpirit

turned into a jeft : if in fuch times as thefe, infcece

Romuli, there lives a man fully equal to Swift in

all the moral virtues attributed to him ; the im

probability of the existence of fuch a character at

a former period, will be much lefTened. In the

following history Swift has been represented as a

man of the moil disinterested principles, regardlefs

of felf, and constantly employed in doing good to

others. In acts of charity and liberality* in pro-*

portion to his means* perhaps without an equal*

in his days. A warm champion in the caufe of

liberty, and fupport of the Engliih Constitution*

A A firm



A firm Patriot, in withstanding all attempts
against'

his country, either by oppression, or corruption *•

and indefatigable in pointing out, and encouraging

the means to render her state more flourifhing. Of

incorruptible integrity, inviolable truth, and stea

diness in friendship. Utterly free from vice, and

living in the constant difcharge of all Moral and

Chriitian duties. If, in thefe times, there mould

be found a man refembling him in all thefe points,

it is fit the memorial of him, together with that of

his immortal compeer, mould be handed down to

latest posterity : and that fuch a one does exist, will

be acknowledged by all who have ever heard the

univerfally revered name of Sir George Savile.

To him, therefore, is the following Life of a

congenial Patriot infcribed by its Author *-

who has

long admired his character, and been well acquainted
with his worth, though a ftranger to his perfon.

POSTSCRIPT.

THE above was committed to the Prefs fome weeks
before the much-lamented death of the excellent man,
to whom ,t was addreffed ; but the publication has by
fome accidents been deferred 'till now. That the Au
thor had no interested view in his choice of a Patron
(though he mtift ever regret the occasion) he has now
an

opportunity of flawing, by letting the above Dedi-

tl

m u's originaI ftate> and thu* ™*™-

INTRO-



INTRODUCTION.

^TOTWITHSTANDING the feveral attempts to

^1 gratify the curiosity of the world, in deli

neating the Life and Character of the immortal

Swift, yet hitherto little fatisfactory has been pro

duced on that fubject. The different, and often

oppofite lights in which he has been fhewn by the

feveral Writers, have occasioned an equal diversity
of judgments in their feveral readers, according to

their various preposTemons *•

and even themost can

did are too often left in a state of doubt, through

the want of having the truth laid before them sup

ported by fufficient proofs.

Perhaps there never was, a man whofe true cha

racter has i>een fo little known, or whofe conduct

at all times, even from his first fetting out in life,

has been fo mifreprefented to the world, as his.

This was owing to feveral caufes which will be laid

open in the following Work. But the chief fource

of all the erroneous opinions entertained of him,

arofe from Swift himfelf, on account of fome fin*

gularities in his character, which at all times ex*

pofed him to the fhafts of envy and malice, while

he employed no other fhield in his defence, but that

of confcious integrity.

He had, early in life? from caufes to be hereafter

explained, imbibed fucha strong hatred to hypocrify,

that he fell into the opposite extreme
*•

and no mor

tal ever took more>pains to difplay his good quali-

A 2 ^ies



INTRODUCTION.

ties, and
appear in the beft light to the world,

than

he did to conceal his, or even to put on the
fern-

blance of their contraries.

This humour affected his whole conduct,
as well

in the more important duties, as in the common

offices of life.

Though a man of great piety, and true religion,

yet he carefully
fhunned all ostentation of it : as an

instance of which, it is well known that during his

refidence in London, not being called upon by any

duty to officiate publickly in
his clerical capacity, he

Was feldom feen at church at the ufual hours that

pretenders to religion fliew themfelves there
*■ but

he was a constant attendant on early prayers, and a

frequent-
partaker of early Sacraments.

Though generous and
■

charitable in his nature to

the highest degree, he feemed to part with money fo

reluctantly, and fpoke fo much about ceconomy,

that he pafTed for avaricious, and hard-hearted.

His very civilities bore the appearance of rude

ness, and his finest compliments were conveyed un

der the difguile of fatyr.

Lord Bolingbroke, who knew him well, in two

Words, fummed up his character in this refpect, by
faying, that Swift was a hypocrite reverfed.

In short, he always appeared to the world in a

mafk, which he never took off but in the company
of his most intimate friends : and as the world can

judge only by appearances, no wonder they were fo

much mistaken in the ideas formed of him.

When we consider that the time in which he

made the chief figure in life, was a feafon wherein

faction
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faction raged with the greatest violence *• that he was

looked upon as the principal champion of the Tory
eaufe, and therefore was the common butt at which

all theWriters on theWhig fide levelled their fhafts;

therewill be no occafion to wonder, that ouf of the

many calumnies poured out against him, fome of

them fhould stick. Thefe were indeed fo nume

rous, that we are told by himfelf, that in the fpacc
of not many years, upwards of a thoufand Pam

phlets and Papers were written profefiedly against

him *■ to which he never deigned to give an anfwer,.

nor endeavoured to wipe off any afperfion thrown

on him. Thus by the former part of his character,
just laid open, he afforded his enemies sufficient

ground-work on which to raife what fuperftructure

of calumny they pleafed, and as no defence was

made, it was daily fuffered to increafe. For he had

very linwifely laid
it down as a maxim,

" To act

uprightly, and pay no regard to the opinion of the

world
*."

Thus, while he was admired, esteemed, beloved,

beyond anyman of
his time, byhis particular friends,

not only on account of his superior talents, but his

pre-eminence in every kind of virtue
*■ he was en

vied, feared, and hated by his enemies, who
con-

fisted of a whole virulent faction to a man. And

when we take in the general appetite for fcandal,

and the fpirit ofenvy in the
bulk ofmankind, which

deligh'ts in the humiliation of an exalted character

• Mifs Vanhomrigh, in one of her letters to him, has the following
paflage.,

" You once had a maxim, which
was—To a& what was

fight, and not mind what the world would
fay."

A3 we
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we {hall not be furprifed, that
even among his

own

party, he found few
advocates to vindicate his fame;

and that he had no other fupport in this torrent of

abufe, but the
confcioufnefs of his own rectitude,

and theunalterableattachment
ofhis intimate friends :

among
which number he could count -fuch as were

most eminent in thofe days, both for talents and

virtue,

In this state Swift continued 'till the death of the

Queen ; admired by all as a genius, detested by most

as a man. All the world now knows, upon that

event, with what implacable malice the Whigs

purfued their antagonists, as foon as they had got

all power into their hands. This fpirit raged ftill

more violently in Ireland, than in England; the

effects of which Swift fenfibly felt on retiring to his

Deanery. The ill name he had obtained in Lon

don, followed him to Dublin *■

where he was the

object of general hatred for fome years. But when,

in procefs of time, his true character came to be

known, and his exemplary conduct gave the lie to

the grofs mifreprefentations that had been made of

him *•

when his fpirit of patriotifm broke forth into

a&ion, and faved his country from threatened ruin;

when it was feen that the great object of his life

W2s to promote public good ; that in the difcharge

of all moral and religious duties, he had no fupe-

riour ; in the choice and extent of his charities,
perhaps no equal *- he obtained fuch a degree of

public favour, as no man in that country had ever

reached. Praife was united to his name, admira
tion and affection to his perfon ; and this juft tribute

was
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Was ever after paid to him during his life, and to

his memory after his deceafe ; till a certain Author

arofe, bent upon fullying his fair fame, who, open

ing the channels of calumny, long covered over by
time, and raking in them with a friendly industry,
qncemore brought their foul contents to light. Nor

was it an enemy that did this, but one who pro-

feffed himfelf Swift's friend, and who was during
his life-time, his greatest flatterer *• I mean John

Earl of Orrery.

The cruel manner in which he has treated the

memory of hisfriend Swift, as his Lordfhip in the

courfe of the work often affects to call him, had

fomething fo furprifing in it, that people were at a

lofs how to account for it, .

except by fuppofing it to
proceed from fome uncommon degree of malevo

lence in his Lordfhip's nature. But though he can

not be wholly cleared from an imputation of that

fort, yet I am perfuaded that his chiefmotive to it

was not quite of fo black a die. His father had, in

his will, bequeathed his library from him *■

and this

circumftance made the world conclude that he

looked upon his fon as a blockhead. This stung

the young man to the quick
*•

and we may fee how

deep an impreilion it made on him, by the account
he gives of it in one of his letters to his fon. It feems

to have been the chief object his life afterwards,

to wipe away this stigma, and convince theworld of

the injustice done him, by publifhing fome Work

that might do him credit as aWriter. Confcious of

his want of genius to produce any thing original, he

applied hjmfelf diligently to a Tranilation ofPliny's

A 4- Letters j
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Letters ; but he was fo long about this tafk, and put

it into fo many hands
to correct it that Melmoth's

excellent tranflation of the fame Work, flipped into

the world before his, and forestalled this avenue to

fame, Vexed at this difappointment, he looked

out for fome other way by which he might acquire

literary reputation, and he found no field fo fuited

to his talents, as that of criticifm
*- fince, to make

a figure there, required neither genius, nor deep
learning : and therefore he might, with eafe, arrive

at the title of a true critic, as defcribed in the Tale

of a Tub. Of whom it had been remarked,
"

Tha£
a true critic is a fort of mechanick fet up with a

flock and tools for his trade, at as little expence as

a
taylor."

But Swift denies this position—
"

For,
(fays he) on the contrary, nothing is more certain,
that it requires greater layings out to be free of the
critics company, than that of any other you can

name. For, as to be a true beggar, it will coft the
richest candidate every groat he is worth *-

fo, be
fore one can commence a true critic, it will coft a.
man all thegood qualities of his mind : which, per

haps, for a lets purchafe, would be thought but an
indifferent

bargain."

As his Lordfhip has fairly
paid the purchafe, it would be hard if he mould
be denied the title.

_

The bufinefs now was, to find out a proper fub,
jeft on which to exercife his talents in that way.
As there never had been publifned any Hiftory ofSwifts Life, he thought

nothing could excite ge
neral

cunofity more than fome account of that ex

traordinary man. It is true he was fuppHed w.th

hut
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"but fcanty materials for fuch a Work *• for though

he had lived a fhort time in fome degree of inti

macy with Swift, yet it was only in the latter part

of his life, when he was declined into the vale of

years, when his faculties were impaired, when his

temper, foured by difappointments, and his fpirits
funk by continual attacks of a cruel diforder, made

as great a change in his mind, as in his outward

form, .fo that little of his former felf remained. To

draw his charafter at length, from obfervations.made

at fuch a period, was the height of injustice ; and

yet his Lordihip had no opportunity of knowing
any thing of the brighter part of his days, but from
common report. For, as Swift was the last man

in the world to talkmuch of himfelf, his Lordihip 's
acquaintance with him furnifhed him with no ma

terials of that fort; he therefore had recourfe to

common fame, which, as I have before fhewn, had

been always bufy in calumniating that great 'man ;

and with a cruel industry he colkaed and revived

all the reports which had formerly been fpread to

his difadvantage. His Lordfhip's chiefview in pub-

iifhing thisWork, being to acquire celebrity as an

Author-^-

hominum volitare per ora—

in order to obtain this end, he knew that fatyr was

more likely to procure a rapid fale to the book, than

panegyrick. All regard therefore to truth, justice,

honour, and humanity, was to be facrificed, when

ever they came in competition with this great end.

The event did credit to his Lordfhip's fagacity,

for theWork had a rapid fale, and foon ran through

a variety
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a variety
of editions.

This was owing to feveral

caufes The Whigs were then a great majority
of

the nation, and in poffefnon. of all the power.

Though their animofity
againft thofe of the

oppo-

fite party
had fomewhat fubfided, yet was it far

from being wholly
extinguifhed. They had always

entertained an implacable hatred, to Swift, as the

great champion of
the other fide ; which was not

extinguifhed by his death, as in the cafe of others,

becaufe his immortal Works ftill continued a living

war against the bafe rheafures they purfued.
It was

with delight therefore they read over aWork, which

painted him in the fame colours, in which they had

always endeavoured to reprefent him. The bulk

of mankind, finding that the accounts there given,

coincided with the general prejudices founded on

common fame, readily received them as true. And

that fpirit of envy, an inmate in the breasts ofmoft

men, which delights in feeing thofe of fuperior ta^

lents degraded, and brought down more to a level

with themfelves, was highly gratified by the peru-

fal of that book. Nor was it the least caufe of an

extenfive fale, that it was written by aLord; a thing
fo rare in latter times ! Wonder, ufually accompa

nied by a bad tafte, looks out only for what is un

common ;

'

and if a Work comes abroad under the

name of a Threfher, a Bricklayer, or a Lord, it is

fure to be eagerly fought after by the million.
To thefe, and fimilar caufes, was owing the fa

vourable reception this book met with; which, in

itfelf, contains little that could be approved of by
men of true tafte. What relates to Swift's Life, from
$he fcantinefs of his materials, does not take up *a

fixth
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fixth portion of the whole. The greater part of the

remainder, consists of ufelefs or invidious criticifms

on his Works. Yet all this not being fufficient to
make up a juji volume, (according to the bookfel-

lers phrafe) he has eked it out from his common

place book, in order to fhew his learning, by intro

ducing feveral difTertations, foreign to the fubjea in

hand : fuch as thofe on Madnefs, Idiotifm ; Cha

racters ofHorner, Aristotle; ofRamus, Scotus, and

Aquinas; of Epicurus, Defcartes, and Gaffendi.

Remarks upon the Writings of Lord Bacon, Mil

ton, Harrington, Algernon Sidney, Lord Clarendon,

Dr. Sprat, Sir William Temple, Addifon, Lord

Bolingbroke, &c. with many other impertinencies.

Not long after the publication of thisWork, there

came out an Anfwer to it, under the title of
" Ob~

fervations on Lord Orrery's Remarks on the Life

and Writings ofDr. Swift, afterwards known to be

written by Dr. Delany : who, from an early and

long intimacywith the Dean, was able to refute most
of the faas, upon which his Lordihip grounded his

obfervations, byproducing uncontrovertibleproofs to

the contrary. Yet, though this book was written

with great fpirit, and carried the evidence of truth

with it; as it was an anonymous publication, it

was little attended to, except by thofe who wifhed

well to the memory of the Dean. Besides, truth is

not the pbjea fought after by thofe, who are desirous
of remaining in an error. Swift has an obfervation

Dn this head which will be found to be generally
true, f The ill talent of the world is fuch, that

thofe who will be at pains enough to inform them-

felves in a malicious ftory, will take none at all to

be
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be undeceived ; nay, will be apt with fome reluc

tance to admit a favourable
truth."

This obfervation

was nevermore stronglyverified than in the cafe before

us ; for, while the book which calumniated Swift's

charaaer, and endeavoured to depreciate his talents,

though poorlywritten,
went through a great number

of editions ; the fingle one of the Anfwer, incom

parably fuperior
in every thingwhich can recommend

Writings of that kind, still remains unfold.

But whatever favourable reception this book met

with in England, never did I know fuch a univerfal

indignation as was excited in all ranks of people,

by the publication of it in Ireland. They were the

only proper judges of his charader, who had an op

portunity of knowing his conduft, during a resi

dence of fo many years. If they admired him for
his genius, they almost adored him for his virtues.

In his public capacity, he was one of the truest Pa

triots that ever lived ; and for the many important
fervices he did his country, he was hailed by the

general voice pater patriot. In his private life, of
the ftri&eft morals ; and in the difeharge of his cle
rical duties, of exemplary piety. His charities were

boundlefs, and the whole bufinefs of his life was,
doing good. As party animosities had long before
fubfided, he had few enemies left ; and even thofe

few, when their hatred, together with their fear,
had been buried in his grave, joined in doing all

justice to his memory. To calumniate the charac^

ter of fuch a man, was thought little lefs than facri-
lege ; and the rage of the people was fuch, that it
vented itfelf even on the poor printer of theWork,
who became for a long time the object of public

5 odium*
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odium. It was happy for his Lordihip that he did
not paya vifit to that countryduring the ferment, for
he would, molt affuredly, have been grofsly infulted

by the populace, and avoidedby all of a fuperior rank.
Dr. Delany's Anfwer was followed by another

from Deane Swift, Efq. As it came from a near

relation of the Dean's, it, at first, excited fome ex-

peaation ; which was foon fucceeded by difappoint-

ment, and theWork configned to oblivion. Where

let it reft.

On the publication of a new edition of Swift's

"Works, the proprietors applied to Df. Hawkfworth

to write his Life. He was an Author of no fmall

eminence-
; a man of clear judgment, and great can

dour. Hequickly difcerned the truth from the falfe-

hood ; wiped away many of the afperfions that had

been thrown on Swift's charaaer ; and placed it, fo

far as he went, in its proper light. But as he had

no new materials of his own, and was confined to

fuch only as were contained in former publications,

the view he has given of his life is very imperfea ;

many of the moft important articles are omitted,

and others still left in a very doubtful ftate.

The iaft Writer who has given any account of

Swift, is Dr. Johnfbn. Who feems to have under

taken this tafk, rather from the necessity he was

under of taking fome notice of him in the courfe

of his Biographical History of the Englifh Poets,

than from choice. He has prefented us only with

a fhort abftraa of what he found in Dr. Hawkf

worth, for which he makes the following apology.

" An account ofDr. Swift has been already colleaed

with great diligence and acutenefs, by Dr. Hawkf

worth,
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worth, according
to a fcheme which I laid beford

him in the intimacy of our friendfhip. I cannot

therefore be expeaed to fay much of a life, con

cerning
which I had long fince communicated my

thoughts, to a man
capable of dignifying his narra

tion, with fo much elegance of language, and force

of

fentiment."

Accordingly he has
produced little

new on the fubjea, except fome
obfervations ofhis

own, which
are far from being favourable to the

charaaer of Swift. It is much to be lamented, that

aman of his great abilities, did not choofe to
follow

his friend Hawkfworth in the paths of juft and

candid criticifm, instead of affociating himfelfwith

Lord Orrery to the band of true critics. Of which

body he has fhewn himfelf no unworthy member,

not on this occafion only, but in the many fevere

ftriaures paffed on the Lives and Writings of fome

of the greatest geniufes this country has produced ;

to the no fmall indignation of their feveral admirers,

and to the great regret of the Doaor's own. As

thisWork is more likely to be generally read than

any of the others ; both on account of the great re

putation of the Author, and as it will of courfe

prefent itfelf to the eyes of all who fhall go through

his colkaion of Lives, I fhall hereafter take an op

portunity of making fome comments upon thofe

pafiages, which tend to depreciate and mifreprefent

the charaaer of fo great a man.

Thefe feveral publications, which place the Life

and Charaaer of Swift in very different, and often

oppofite points of light, have occasioned great di-

verfity'in the judgments formed of them by thfe

world, according to the different degrees of preju

dice,
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dice, or candour, in their feveral readers. But as

the fale of the first EfTay on this fubject, written by
Lord Orrery, was infinitely fuperior to that of all the

others put together, the prepofieflions in favour of

the accounts delivered by him, have, for reafons

already affigned, made too deep an impreffion on the

bulk of mankind, to be eafily erafed. I have be

fore taken notice of the fcantinefs of his materials,

which yet he has not ranged in any regular order j

and which Consist chiefly of detached fads, and

unconneaed Anecdotes, fo that there is no appear

ance of a whole. The portrait he has drawn of

him, puts one in naind of certain paintings to be

feen at the optician's in St. Paul's church-yard,

where we behold fome fcattered and distorted fea

tures, covered with blotches of various colours, fo

that we cannot difcover what it is intended to re-

prefent : till, by the application of a cylindrical

mirrour, we are furprifed too fee start forth a face of

the fineft proportioned features, and most beautifuj

complexion. By fuch an application of the mirrour

of truth I hope to fhew Swift in a fimilar light.

I have long wifhed for leifure to fet about this

tafk, which a life fpent in a variety of laborious oc

cupations has hitherto prevented. And even now I

am obliged to fufpend purfuits of more advan«-

tageous kind with regard to myfelf, in order to ac-

compliih it. But, refleaing, at this advanced period

of life, on the nearapproachesof oldage,which might

foon difqualify me from carrying my defign into

execution, I determined to postpone all other confi-

derations, that might stand in the. way of an objea

I have had fb much at heart. The love I had to

his
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his perfon, and the reverence in which I was taughty

from my
earliest days, to hold his charaaer, arid

with which I had an opportunity of being well ac

quainted, on
account of the long intimacy fubfifting

between him and my father ; and, above all, the

means I have in my power of refcuing his good name

from the afperfions thrown
on"

it by foulmouthed

calumny, have made me think it an indifpenfible

duty, no longer to delaydoing justice to his memory.

From the above acknowledgement of my early

prepoffeflions in his favour, it may be thought that

I fhall prove not an unprejudiced historian : but,

though I am confcious to myfelf that I fhall never

be guilty of any wilful mifreprefentations, I know

too well how little weight all profeffions of impar

tiality carry with them on fuch occafions, to trou

ble the reader with any. I defire no credit to be

given to affertions or opinions not fupported by the

moft convincing proofs : which therefore, in all

difputable points, I hope I fhall be indulged in pro

ducing at full length. And I doubt not but that

the difplay of Swift's true charaaer and condua in
life, though to the confufion of his maligners, and

disappointment of the envious and malevolent, will

give great fatisfaaion to all good minds ; as it is of

moment to thegeneral caufe of religion and morality,
to make it appear, that the greateft Genius of the

age, was, at the fame time, a man of the trueft piety,
and moft exalted virtue.

THE



 





THE

JL* I Jb E

O F

DOCTOR SWIFT.

SECTION I.

SWIFT was defcended from an ancient family lil

Yorkfhire, of no fmall note* and considerable

property. He was of the younger branch *\ His

grandfather, the Revd. Thomas Swift, was poffefled of

a good estate, and was diftinguifhed above any man of

his station an life, for his attachment to Charles I. and

the fufferirigs he underwent in fupport of the royal caufe*

by which his fortune was entirely ruined. He had ten

fons* and three daughters. Five of his fons went to

feek their fortune in Ireland : the fourth of whom, Jo

nathan, was father to the famous Dr. Swift. He had

married Mrs. Abigail Erick, defcended from an ancient

family of that name in Leicefterfhire, but with little or

no fortune. He died young, in about two years after

his marriage, feven months before the birth of his only

fon; and as he was but juft beginning the world, left

his widow in very diftreffed circumstances.

* For farther particulars of Swift's family, vid. Appendix.

B JONA-
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Jonathan Swift, afterwards the celebrated Dean

of St. Patrick's, was born on the 30th of November

1667, in Hoey's-court, Dublin. When he was but a

year old, he was, without the knowledge of his mother

or relations, stolen away by his nurfe, and carried to

Whitehaven ; which place fhe was under a necessity of

visiting, on account of the illfiefs of a relation, from

whom fhe expected a legacy ; and, as is ufual among

Irifh nurfes, flie bore fuch an afFeaion to the child,

that fhe could not think of going without him. There

he continued for almost three years ; and fhe took fuch

care of him, that he had learned to fpell, and could

read any chapter in the Bible before he was fivevears

old.

At the age of fix he was fent to the fchool of Kil

kenny ; and at fourteen admitted into the University of

Dublin. The expence of his education being defrayed

by his uncle Godwin Swift, the eldest of the brothers

who had fettled in Ireland. He was a lawyer of great

eminence, and had made considerable furrrs of money,

which were for the most part fquandered away in idle

projects. By means of which, foon after his nephew

had entered the College, he found himfelf involved in

great difficulties ; and being father of a numerous ofF-

fpring by four wives, he was under a necessity of re

ducing the ftipend allowed to his nephew for his fup-

port at the Univerfity, as low as possible. The real

fuuation of Godwin's affairs not being then known to

the world, and as he was looked upon to be much the

richeft of the family, Swift's other relations feemed at
that time to think that their aid was not at all necef-

fary * fo that he was obliged to make the beft fhift he

could, with the wretched allowance that his uncle gave

him. Thus was one of the moft afpiring and liberal

minds in the world, early checked and confined, by the

narrownefs.
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narrownefs of his circumftances ; with this bitter aggra

vation to a generous fpirit, that the fmall pittance af

forded by his uncle, feemed to him, from the
manner'

in which it was given, rather as an alms doled out for

charity, than an aft of beneficence due from fo near a

relation; who was fuppofed by him, as well as by the

reft of the world, to be in circumftances that might

have afforded a much more liberal ftipend, without

prejudice to his own family. Under this load did the

fpirit of Swift groan for the fpace of near feven years

that he refided in the College of Dublin ; which made

fo deep an impression on him, that he never afterwards

could think with patience of his uncle Godwin, nor

could heartily forgive the negleft fhewn him during
that time by his other relations.

The uneafy situation of mind which a young man of?

hifh fpirit muft have been in, under fuch circum

ftances, produced confequences likely to prove de

structive of his future fortunes. For, in fuch a ftate*

he could not bear to give the necesTary application. to

fome of the more dry parts of the academick ftudies, for

which he had indeed naturally no great relifh ; but paf-

fed his time chiefly in reading books of history and

poetry; which were better. fuited to his tafte, and

more calculated to relieve the troubles of his mind.

In confequence of this, when the time came for his ta

king the degree of Bachelor of Arts, he was flopped,

as he himfelf expreffes it, for dulnefs and infufficiency.

It is to be fuppofed that the word dullnefs was on this

occafion ufed by Swift jocofely, as the caufe assigned for

(topping any perfon of a degree, is anfwering badly in

any branch of literature appointed for that particular

examination ; which does not neceffarily imply dull

nefs, as it may as well proceed from idlenefs. But in

Swift's cafe it was rather to be imputed to contumacy,

B 2 than
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than either the one or the other. For the fact is, there?

was one branch of the examination, on which the great-

eft ftrefs was laid in thofe days,, in which he could not

be faid to anfwer badly,, for he did not attempt to an-

fwer at all. This account I had from his own lips.

He told me that he had made many efforts,, upon his-

entering- the College,, to
read-

fome of the old treatifes

on logic writ by Smeglefius, Keckermannus, Burgerf-

dicius, &c. and that he never had patience to go

through three pages of any of them, he was fo dif-

gufted at the ftupidity of the work. When he was ur

ged by his tutor to make himfelfmaster of this branch,
then in high estimation, and held effentially necefTary

to the taking of a degree ; Swift afked him, what it

was he was to learn from thofe books ? His tutor told

him, the art of reafoning. Swift faid that he found no

want of any fuch art ; that he could reafon very
well-

without it; and that as far as he could obferve, they

who had made the greatest proficiency in logic, hadr
instead of the art of reafoning, acquired the art of

wrangling; and inftead of clearing up obfcurities,,

had learned how to perplex matters that were clear

enough before. For his own parr, he was contented

with that portion of reafon which God had given him,
and he would leave it to time and experience to

strengthen and direct it properly; nor would he run

the rifle of having it warped or falfely biasTed, by any
fyftem of rules laid down by fuch ftupid writers; of

the bad effects of which he had but too many examples

before his eyes, in thofe reckoned the moft acute logi

cians. And accordingly he made a firm refolution that

he never would read any of thofe books. Which he fo

pcrtinacioufly adhered to, that though he was ftopped

of his degree the first time of fitting for it, on account

of his not anfwering in that branch, he went into

the.
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athc hall a fecond time, as ill prepared in that refpect

as before ; and would alfo have been ftopped a fecond

time, on the fame account, if the interest of his friends,

who well knew the inflexibility of his temper, had not

stepped in, and obtained it for him ; though in a man

ner little to his credit, as it was inferted in the Col

lege Registry, that he obtained it fpeciali gratia, by
fpecial favour ; where it ftill remains upon record.

In going through the ufual forms of difputation for

his degree, he told me he was utterly unacquainted

even with the logical terms, and anfwered the argu

ments of his opponents in his own manner, which the

Proftorput into proper form. There was one circum

stance in the account which he gave of this, that fur-

prifed me with regard to his memory ; for he told me

the feveral queflions on which he difputed, and repeated

^11 the arguments ufed by his opponents in fyllogiftick

form, together with his anfwers„

He remained in the College near three years after

this, -not through Choice, but neceffity ; little known

or regarded. By fcholars he was efteemed a block

head ; and as the lownefs of his circumftances would

not permit him to keep company of an equal rank with

himfelf, upon an equal footing, he fcorned to take up

with thofe of a lower clafs, or to be obliged to thofe

of a higher. He lived therefore much alone, and his

time was employed in pursuing his courfe of reading in

history and poetry, then very unfafhionable studies for

an academick ; or in gloomy meditations on his un

happy circumftances. Yet, under this heavy prefTure,

the force of his genius broke out, in the firft rude drafc

of the Tale of a Tub, written by him at the age of

nineteen, though communicated to no-body but his

.chamber-fellowMr. Waryng ; who, after the publica

tion of the book, made no fcruple to declare that he

B 3 had
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had read the first fketch of it in Swift's hand-writing,

when he was of that age.

Soon after this, his uncle Godwin
was feized with a

lethargy, which rendered him incapable of bufinefs;

and then it was that the broken ftate of his affairs was

made public. Swift now loft even the poor fupport

that he had before; but his uncleWilliam fupplied the

place of Godwin to him, though not in a more enlar

ged way, which could not be expected from his cir

cumftances; yet with fo much better a grace,
as fome-

what lightened the burden of dependance, and engaged

Swift's gratitude afterwards, who diftinguifhed him by
the tide of the best of his relations. He had no ex

pectation however of receiving any thing more from

him than what was abfolutely necefTary for his fup
port ; and his chief hopes now for any thing beyond

that, rested in his cousin Willoughby Swift, eldeft fon

of his uncle Godwin, a considerable merchant at Lif-

bon. Nor was he difappointed in his expectations.

For, foon after the account of his father's unhappy si

tuation had reached Willoughby Swift at Lifbon, he,

reflecting that his cousin Jonathan's deftitute condition

demanded, immediate relief, fent him a prefent of a

larger fum than ever Jonathan had been master of in

his life before. This fupply arrived at a critical junc

ture ; when Swift, without a penny in his purfe, was

defpondingly looking out of his chamber-window, to

gape away the time, and happened to caft his eye upon

a fea-faring man, who feemed to be making enquiries

after fome body's chambers. The thought immedi

ately came into Swift's head, that this might be fome

master of a veiTerwho was the bearer of a prefent to

him from his coufin at Lifbon. He faw him enter the

building with pleafing expectation, and foon after heard
a rap at his door^ which he eagerly opening, was ac-

cofted,
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cofted by the failor with—" Is your name Jonathan
Swift?"

Yes! " Why then I have fomething /or you
from Matter Willoughby Swift of

Lifbon."

He then

drew out a large leathern bag, and poured out the con

tents, which were silver cobs, Upon the table. Swift,
enraptured at the fight, in the firft tranfports of his

heart, pufhed over a large number of them, without

reckoning, to the failor, as a reward for his trouble;

but the honeft tar declined taking any, faying that he
would do more than that for good MatterWilloughby.

This was the firft time that Swift's difpofition was tried

with regard to the management of money ; and he faid

that the reflection of his conftant sufferings through

the want of it, made him hufband it fo well, that he

was never afterwards without fome in his purfe.

Soon after, this, upon the breaking out of the war in

Ireland, Swift determined to leave that kingdom, and

to vifithis mother at Leicester, in order toconfultWith

her upon his future plan of life.

Such was the opening of this great man's life ; and

from fuch a beginning, who could at that time have

imagined that fuch mighty things were to enfue ? He

was now in his one-and-twentieth-year; unqualified for

any profession but that of the church; in which he had

no profpect of fucceeding from interest; and the dis

graceful manner of his taking his degree, was a strong
bar to any hopes on the fcore ofmerit. He had made

no advances in any of the ufeful ftudies necelTary to

put a young man forward in the world ; the reclufenefs

of his life had rendered him little known ; and a tem

per naturally fplenetic, fowered by the mifery of his fi-.

tuation, did not qualify him much for making per'fo-

nal friends. How unpromising were the profpects of

fuch a man, juft entering into the world, under fuch

circumftar res ! And yet it is to thofe very
circum-

8 4 fta,nce$j
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fiances, probably, that the world owes, a Swift ;
to the

want of money, want of learning, want of friends.

Whoever is acquainted at all with the life and writings

of Swift, muft fee that he had an uncommon
fhare of

fpirit and fire in his constitution. Such, as had it not:

been kept under during the heat of youth, would pro,

bably have precipitated him into fome extravagant

courfes. Nothing lefs than the lownefs of his
circum

ftances from his birth, could have kept that fire from

bursting out; nothing lefs than the galling yoke of
de-

pendance, could have restrained that proud fpiritwithin

due bounds. His poverty and his pride were two ex

cellent guards fet over him, during that moft danger

ous time of life, to fix and keep him in a courfe of

virtue. The one debarred him from excefifes in the

pleafureable gratification of youth, which money only

can procure ; the other, kept him from endeavouring

to obtain from the purfe of others, by mean com

pliances, any pleafures that he could not purchafe from

his own fund. Thus, neceffarily fixed in a courfe of

temperance, the practice of other moral duties became

eafy to him. And indeed there was no flaw to be found

in his moral character, during his residence in the Col

lege, however low his parts might be rated.

Thus far I have fhewn the benefits which were pro

bably derived to him from his want of fortune. I fhall

now fhew what advantages it is likely he derived from
want of learning.

Had Swift met with fufficient encouragement to ap

ply himfelf to the learning of the times ; had his fixa
tion in the College been rendered eafy to him, fo that

he might have purfued his ftudies with an undisturbed

mind ; had his emulation been rouzed in fuch a way as

to make him enter into a competition with thofe of his.
own Handing ; it is highly probable, from the greatnefs

'"

of
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of his parts, that he would have thrown all competitors

at a diftance. And in that cafe, he might have acqui

red a fondnefs for thofe ftudies by which he obtained

fame, however difagreeable they might have been to

him at firft. He might have proved the foremost Lo

gician, Metaphysician, or Mathematician of his time;

he might have paft his life, like fome of the moft emi

nent of his fellow ftudents, in ufelefs fpeculations ; and

inftead ofwriting aLaputa, he might himfelf have been

qualified for a profefforfhip in the academy of that airy
region.

Let us only fuppofe Swift to have been a diftinguifh"

ed fcholar in the Univerfity, and we may reafonably
fuppofe alfo, that, circumstanced as he was, his friends

would have made him fit for a fellowfhip there, as the

fureft and beft provifion for any one fo educated. Or

elfe, encouraged by the hopeful expectations raifed

from the diftinguifhed figure he made in the College,

they would have pufhed all their intereft to have gotten
him"

fome fmall preferment in the Church. In either

ofwhich cafes, the Swift of the worldmight have been

loft in a Univerfity Monk, or a Country Vicar. On

the other hand, the difgrace thrown on him in the Col

lege, deprived him of all hopes of preferment, and

rendered his friends fo cold to his intereft, that he had

no expectations of future fupport, but by changing the

fcene to another country ; where only there was a field

large enough for the exertion of thofe high talents,

which yet in a great meafure lay dormant in him.

And with refpect to the third article, the want of

friends ; had it not been for that circumstance, he would

not have been under a necessity of going to feek for

new ones, in another country ; and he might probably

riever have fallen. into the hands of that particular

friend, who was perhaps the only one living, capable of

forming
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forming his mind to thofe great things
which he after

wards executed.

It was in the year 1688 that Swift left Ireland ;

he was then in his one-and-twentieth year.
Sup-

pofe him landed in a country
where he was utterly

unknown, and without recommendatory
letters that

might introduce him to the acquaintance, or procure

him the afilftance of any one in that country, with re

gard to any future plan of life. Let us ftop a while,

and furvey the future Swift, fetting out on foot from

Chester, in order to go to amother, who was utterly in

capable of affording him the leaft affiftance, as fhe her-

felf was chiefly fupported by prefents and contribu

tions from her relations. One can hardly imagine a

fituation more hopelefs with regard to externals ; and

with refpect to his own internal powers, he had yet gi

ven no proofs of thofe, which would not rather occa

sion defpondency in his relations, than raife in them

any hopes of his being able to pufh his own way in the

world. And indeed at that juncture perhaps there

were few living lefs qualified than he to do any thing
for his own fupport.

The world was all before him where to choofe

His place of reft, and Providence his guide.

And he feems indeed to have been then under the

immediate guidance of Providence; for, hopelefs as

the end of fuch a journey might at that time have ap

peared, it proved in fact the means of all his future

greatnefs.

After a refidence of fome months with his mother,

he laid before her the uncomfortablenefs of his prefent

fituation, and the gloominefs of his future profpects;

requesting her advice what courfe he fhould purfue.

She clearly faw that her fon's cafe required the afiist-

anc§
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ance of fome powerful friend, and the unfortunate can

feldom number fuch among their acquaintance. She

recollected however that Sir William Temple's Lady
was her relation ; and that there had been a long inti

macy between Sir John Temple, father to Sir William,
and the family of the Swifts in Ireland ; fhe knew alfo

that a coufin German of her ion's, the Revd. Thomas

Swift, had been Chaplain to SirWilliam Temple, and

had been provided for by him in the Church, on the

fcore of family connections. She recommended it

therefore to her fon to go to Sir William, and make

his cafe known to him.

However grating fuch an application might be to the

proud fpirit of Swift, yet, as it was his only refource,

he followed his mother's advice, and foon afterwards

prefented himfelf to Sir William Temple at
*

Shene,

requefting his advice and assistance. Sir William was

a man of too much goodnefs and humanity, not to take

compassion on a young man born an orphan, without

fortune, diftresTed from his cradle,, and without friends

or interest to pufh him forward in life ; who at the fame

time had a double claim to his favour, as related by
blood to a wife for whom he had the higheft honour

and affection ; and -as the offspring of a family with

whom his father had lived in the clofeft ties of friend-

fhip. He accordingly received him cheerfully into his

houfe, and treated him with that hofpitable kindnefs,
which family connections, and what was ftill more to

3 generous mind, his unfortunate fituation demanded

of him. But yet we do not find, for a long time, that

his kindefs to him was encreafed from motives of per-

* Sir William Temple's own place of refidence was a feat which he

had purchafed, called Moor-Park, near Farnham in Surrey ; but at

the time of the Revolution, as Moor-Park grew unfafe by lying in the

way of both armies, SirWilliam went back tfi his houfe at Shene,
which he had given up to his fon.

fonal
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fonal regard, on a nearer acquaintance with him. It

is probable that Sir William early
founded his depth of

knowledge, and examined into the progrefs he had

made in his ftudies; which was far from being fo great

as might have been expected from his courfe of educa

tion, °and time of life. The firft good office that Sir

William could do him, therefore, was to put him into

a courfe of reading, in order that he might
redeem loft

time. Accordingly we find, that Swift, during his re-

fidence with Sir William, applied himfelf with great

-afflduity
to his ftudies; inwhich, for the fpace of eight

years, he was employed, by his own account, at leaft

<eight hours a day, with but few intermissions. The

firft of thefe was occafioned by an illnefs, which he at

tributed to a furfeit of fruit, that brought on a cold

ness of ftomach, and giddinefsof head, which purfued

him more or lefs during the remainder of his life. Af

ter two years residence at Moor-Park, to which place

he had removed with Sir William when the troubles

were ended, his ftate of health was fo bad, that he was

advifed by phyficians to try the effects of his native air,

towards restoring it. In purfuance of this advice he

revifited Ireland ; but finding himfelf growing worfe

there, he foon returned to Moor-Park; where, upon

the abatement of his illnefs, he renewed his applica

tion to his ftudies.

It does not appear that Sir William Temple knew

any thing of the value of his young gueft, till about

this time ; and Swift himfelf fays that it was then he

began to grow into feme confidence with him. The little

progrefs Swift had made in learning at his firft arrival

at Shene, muft have given Sir William but a mean opi

nion of his capacity; and the few things which he

wrote during his firft two years residence with him,

could have given him no very high idea of his genius.

For
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Par Swift had at that time fo far mistaken his talents*
£hat he tried his ftrength only in Pindarick Odes; in

which, though .

there appeared fome vigour of mind,.

and efforts of an uncommon genius, yet: it was appa

rent that it was vigour improperly exerted, and the ef

forts of a genius mifapplied. The fentiments were

ftrained and crowded ; and the numbers irregular and

harfh *. How then fhall we account for the sudden

change of Sir William's fentiments towards him? It

could not be on account of his progrefs in literaturey
for he had not had time enough to ftand highly in the

opinion of fo diftinguifhed a fcholar as Sir William was,

onthatfcore. And indeed, with all his assiduity, it is
probable that he had not then fo far recovered loft time,

as to be matter of the learning which his ftandino-
re

quired. The moft probable conjecture is, that Swift

had, at his leisure, revifed and corrected his. Tale of a

Tub, which was fketched out by him in the College,
as was before mentioned, and now firft fhewed it to Sir

William. A work, bearing fuch a stamp of original

genius, must, in a man of Sir William Temple's de

licate tafte, and nice difcernment, have at once raifed

the_ author into a high place in his efteem, and made

him look upon him afterwards with very different eyes.

Accordingly we find that, about this period, he trusted

him with matters of great importance. He introduced

him to King William, and fuffered him to be prefent

at fome of their conferences f. He employed him in

a com-

* Two of thefe Odes, as being the firft that have appeared of his

poetical writings, are placed, on that account only, at the head of the
firft volume of his poems.

t
Sir'William had been Ambatfador and Mediator of a. general

peace at Nimeguen before the Revolution. In this character he con-

traded a clofe intimacywith the Prince ofOrange ; who, after he had
afcended the Englifh throne, frequently vifited him at Shene, and took

hi^
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a commifllon
of confequence to the King, when he

was unable to attend him himfelf, which
required dex

terity, and knowledge in the History of England.

And above all, he confulted him constantly, and em

ployed him in the revifal and correction of his own

works.
.

In this fituation Swift continued,
ftill applying clofely

to his ftudies till the year 1692,
when he went to Ox

ford in order to take his Matter's degree ; to which he

was admitted on the 5th of July 1692.

From his delaying fo long to take this degree, it may

be concluded that Swift was determined to prepare

himfelf for it in fuch a way, as might do him credit in

the eyes of the Univerfity, in order to wipe off the dif-

grace of the former. And we may judge that his pro

grefs in academick ftudies had been very fmall, when

it required four years application before he thought

himfelf qualified to appear at Oxford with that view.

Nor can there be any other reafon assigned for his not

having done it fooner, as he was of fufficient ftanding
to have applied for his Matter's degree in the firft year

of his residence at Moor-Park. From the fatisfadtion

he expreffes at the behaviour of the Univerfity of Ox

ford, and the civilities he met with there, it is probable

that he was not undiftinguifhed as a fcholar ; and that

he found the firft end he propofed by his ftudies, fully
anfwered.

his advice in affairs of the utmoft importance. SirWilliam being then

lame of the gout, fubftituted Swift to attend his Majefty in his walks

round the gardens ; who admitted him to fuch familiarity, that he

fhewed him how to cut afparagus in the Dutch falhion ; and once

offered to make him a Captain of Horfe. But Swift appears to have

fixed his mind very early on an ecclefiaftical life ; and it is therefore

probable that upon declining this offer, he obtained a promife of

preferment in the Church; for, in a letter to his uncleWilliam, dated

1692, he fays,—" I am not to take orders 'till the King gives me a

Prebend."

From
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From Oxford he paid a vifit to his mother, and then

returned to Moor-Park. Not with a defign of continu

ing there, for he now wanted to enter into the world,

but in expectation of getting fome preferment by means

of Sir William's intereft with the King, which he had

promifed to exert in his behalf, and had already indeed

obtained an affurance of that fort from his Majefty.

But Swift at this time entertained fome fufpicion, that

SirWilliam was not fo forward on the occasion as he

could wijh ; and the reafon he. assigned for it was, that

Sir William was apprehensive Swift would leave him,
and upon fome accounts, he thought him a little neceffary

to him *. Swift was indeed by this time become very

neceffary to a man in the decline of life, generally in an

ill ftate of health, and often tortured with the moft ex

cruciating diforders. The lofs of fuch a companion as

Swift, after fuch a long domeftic intimacy, would have

been like the lofs of a limb. Befides, as he feems to

have had nothing fo.much at heart in the latter part of

his life, as the leaving behind him a corrected copy of

all his writings, done under his own inflection, he

could not bear the thought that Swift should leave hina,

till that point was accomplished. He had already ex

perienced the ufe that he was of to him in thatrefpect,

and knew that his place was not eafily to be fupplied*

And his ill ftate of health occafioned the work to ad

vance but flowly, as it was only during the more lucid

intervals he applied to it. On thefe accounts, Sir Wil

liam was in no hafte to procure any preferment for his

young friend* to the great mortification of Swift. In

this uneafy ftate he continued at Moor-Park two years

longer, and then, quite wearied out with fruitlefs ex

pectation, he determined at all events to leave Sir Wil-

* Thus Swift expreffes himfelf in a letter to his uncle William,
dated Mcor-Park, November 29, 1692.

1 liana,
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liam, and take his chance in the world *. fhis

his refolution was made known to Sir William, he re*

ceived it with evident marks of difpleafure ; but that

he might feem to fulfil his promife to Swift, of ma

king fome provifion for him, he coldly told him, that

since he was fo impatient, it was not at that time la

his power to do any thing more for him, than to give

him an employment, then vacant in the office of the

Rolls in Ireland, to the value of fomewhat more than

a hundred pounds a year. Swift immediately replied,
"

That, fince he had now an opportunity of living,

without being driven into the Church for a mainte

nance, he was refolved to go to Ireland to take Holy
Orders."

To comprehend the full force of this reply*

it will be neceffary to know that SirWilliam was well

acquainted with Swift's intention of going into the

Church, from which he had been hitherto restrained

only by a fcruple of appearing to enter upon that

holy office, rather from motives of necessity, than

choice. He therefore faw through Sir William's de-

fign, in making him the offer of an employment which

he was fure would not be accepted by Swift. With

great readinefs and fpirit therefore, he made ufe of

this circumftance, at once to fhew a proper refentment

of the indelicacy of Sir William's behaviour towards

him ; and to assign an unanfwerable motive for imme

diately carrying his long formed refolution into act.

Their parting on this occafion was not without manifeft

difpleafure on the fide of Sir William, and fome degree

qf refentment, not ill-founded, on the part of Swift.

He procured a recommendation to Lord Capel, then

Lord Deputy of Ireland, from whom is uncertain,

but it may be prefumed, from the fmallnefs of the pro-

* See his account of this, in his letter to his coufin Deane Swift,
dated ]une 3, 1694..

vifion
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vifion made for him in confequence of it, that it was
not a powerful one ; and therefore, that Sir Williarri

Temple had no fhare in it. He went over to Ireland,
and was ordained in September 1 694, being then almoft
27 years old. Soon after this, Lord Capel gave him

the prebend ofKilroot in the diocefe of Connor, worth
about 100 pounds a year. To this place Swift imme

diately repaired, iri order to refide there, and difcharge

the duties of his office. He now for the firft time eri-

joyed the fweets of independence ; but thefe fweets

were not of long duration, as he foon faw that the

fceneof his independence could not possibly afford him

any other fatisfaction in life. He found himfelf fuuated

in an obfeure corner of an obfeure country, ill accom

modated with the conveniencies of life, without a

friend, a companion, or any converfation that he could

relifh. What a contrast was this to the delightful fcene

at Moor-Park ! replete with all the beauties, and

adorned with every elegance, that could charm the

fenfes, or captivate the fancy; and where the mind

had a continual feaft of the moft rational and refined

converfation. But ftill the fpirit of Swift fo far prized

liberty above all other bleflings in life, that had he had

no other alternative, he would certainly have preferred

that uncomfortable fituation to any ftate of dependance.

But he now began to feel his own ftrength, and, con-

fcious of his powers, could not conceive they were

meant for fo narrow a fphere as that of a fmall country

living. He felt an irreflftible impulfc once more to

launch into the world, and make his way to a ftation

more fuited to his difpofition. In this temper of mind

he received accounts from his friends, that SirWilliam

Temple's ill-founded refentment had fubfided foon after

his departure, and that he was often heard to lament

the lofs of his company. Soon after, upon receiving

C a kind
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i kind letter from Sir William himfelf, with an invita

tion to Moor-Park, his refolution was at once fixed.

He determined upon returning to England, but firft re

folded to refign his living. As there were fome lingu

lar circumftances attending this resignation, I fhall re

late them exactly as I received them from a Gentleman

of veracity,, who declared he had the account from

Swift himfelf. Fie faid, that foon after he had corne

to this determination, he was taking his customary walk,

and met an elderly clergyman riding along the road.

After the ufual falutation, he fell into difcourfe with

him ; and was fo pleafed with what patted between

them, that he invited him to dinner, and eafily pre

vailed on him to be his guefl: for a day or two. During
this tiirie Swift found that he was a man of great fim-

plicicy of manners, good fenfe, fome learning, and

unaffected piety : and, upon enquiring into his cir

cumftances, learned, that he had only a curacy of

foay pounds a year, for the maintenance of a wife and

.eightchildren. Swift lamented his fituation, and told

him ttiat.he had fome intereft which he would exert in
his, behalf, and endeavour to procure him a living if he
would only lend him his black mare to carryTim to

Dublin
.;

for Swift was not at that time poffeffed of a

horfe. The clergyman
readily confented, and went

on foot; promising to meet him at any time he
.should appoint on his return. Swift went to town ■ and
reprelented the. poor curate's ,cafe to his patron in fuch
ftmng terms, as loon prevailed on him to content that

Swmsnvmgfhould, upon his
relation, which was

propoiedatthcfametime, be made over to him. Nor
.:was this a.difccult pent to

accomplish, as/ befidemo-
Uves of humamty „ was for the intereft of the Qn
to accept of an old incumbent of near fixty years of
age, >o the room of a

young one of twenty-feven.

Swift
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Swift, having difpatched this bnfinefs, returned as foon

as potable to the country, and gave notice to the old

clergyman to meet him. He found him at his door on

his arrival, and immediately upon their going into the

parlour putjhe prefentation into his hand, defiringhim

to read it. Swift faid, that while he was doing fo, he

kept his eyes fteadily fixed on the old man's face, in

which the joy of finding that it was a prefentation. to a

living, was vifibly expreffed : but when he came to that

part of the writing which mentioned the name of the

living, , and found that it was Swift's own which he had

refigned in his favour, he looked at him for fome .time

in filence, with fuch a mixed emotion of aftonifhment

and gratitude in his countenance, as prefented to Swift

one of -the moft striking pictures of the mind expreffed

krtheface, he had ever, feen 3 and he faid that he never

before had felt fuch exquifne pleafure of mind as he

did in that hour. Nor is this to be wondered at, fince

jt was the firft opportunity he ever had of letting loofe

that fpirit of generofity and benevolence, whofe great-

jiefs and vigour, when pent up in his own breast by, po

verty and dependance, ferved only as an evil fpirit to

torment him. And when we consider the nature of this

.action in all its circumftances, that the object of it was

-die worthy father of a numerous family, for whom it

Twas impoffibletie could make any provision from fo

poor an income as he then poffeffed ; that themotive to

itwas pure disinterested benevolence, without any alloy,

as the man was a stranger to him, and therefore there

■could be no incentive to it from ties of blood or friend

ship ; that the gift was fuch as would brighten the latter

-days of a well-fpent life, though hitherto clouded with

indigence, and make a whole family happy ; and laftly,

that this gift was not like that of a wealthy man, who

-might eafily fpare it without feeling the lofs, but the

C 2 whole
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whole vifible income Swift poffeffed for prefent and fu

ture fupport, the folc means
in his power of preferving

that independence which
he had fo long fighed for, and

at laft with difficulty obtained : it is no wonder, I fay,

all thefe circumftances considered,
that the great mine}

of Swift fhould have exulted in fo glorious an oppor

tunity of paying
off at once the large debt which, from

the narrownefs of his circumstances* he had been con

tracting all his life,
to benevolence.

After feeing his fucceffor eftablifhed in the living, he

foon fettled his affairs, and fet out for Dublin, in his

way to
England. The old man, before his departure,

prefTed him to accept of his black mare, which was the

moft valuable of his poffefiions, as a fmall token of his

gratitude; and Swift was too well acquainted with the

fenfibility of a generous heart, under obligations, to

hurt him by a refufal.

With about fourfcore pounds in his pocket, which by
his own account was all his worldly wealth at that time,

Swift once more embarked for England, and arrived at
Moor-Park in the year 1695, after fomewhat more than

a year's abfence.

To all appearance he had but little bettered his con

dition by his journey to Ireland. He was now returned

to the fame ftate of dependance, which had before pro
ved fo irkfome to him, that he determined to break

away from it, at all hazards. But there were feveral

circumftances which contributed to make his prefent

ftate, though Itill dependant, of a very different natur«
from the former. In the firft place, his fituation now

was not the effect of necessity or constraint, but the
object of his choice. In the next, he was highly gra
tified with an opportunity of fhewing his regard and at
tachment to Sir William, by returning voluntarily to
him, when it was in his power to have lived independ

ently,
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intly, though he fcorned to be compelled into it from

motives of neceffity. Then, by fo readily complying

with SirWilliam's request, and giving up all his vifible

fupport in order to do fo, he had laid him under fuch

an obligation as entitled him to all future favours,

which might be in his power to beftow. Accordingly
we find, that Swift's mind being now perfectly at eafe,

and Sir William confidering his return, with all its cir

cumftances, in the moft obliging light, thefe two great

men lived together to the time of Sir William's death,

in themoft perfect harmony, and with marks ofmutual

confidence and efteem. Nor do we find during that

fpace, which was almoft four years, that Swift was at

all preffing on the fcore of preferment promifed him ;

which, had he been fo, he would certainly have ob

tained ; but, from a true generosity ofmind, he
feem-

ed determined to ftay with his friend, in order to cheer

his latter days, which were embittered by illnefs and

pain, and required fuch a cordial to make life fupport-

able; and to lay afide all views with regard to himfelf,

till his friend's death fhould releafe him from the bene

volent tafk, and leave him at liberty to purfue his own

intereft.

During this fpace Swift's time was fully and ufefully

employed. He devoted eight hours a day, as before,

to the profecution of his * ftudies. His function as

a clergyman was confined to a private family, but he

was regular in the difcharge of it, having ftated times

in the morning and evening for their meeting together

at prayers. He took upon himfelf the office of pre

ceptor to a young Lady, niece to Sir William Temple,

refiding

* As many may be curious to know of what nature his ftudies were,

the following account of the books which he read in one year, pre-

ferved in his own hand-writing, may afford fome fatisfaftion.

C 3 F««»
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residing in his houfe, teaching her Englifh, and direct

ing her in a proper courfe of reading. At the fame

time Mifs Johnfon, afterwards fo well known by the

name of Stella, was a fellow ftudent with
the'

other

young Lady, and partook of the benefit "of the farne

inftructiori. Mifs johnfon was daughter to Sir William

Temple's steward, and was at that time about fourteen

years of age; beautiful in her perfon, and poffeffed of

fuch fine talents, as made Swift take great delight in

cultivating and forming her mind. At this time too

he writ his famous Digressions to be found in the Tale

of a Tub; and the Battle of the Books, in honour of

his great and learned friend.

In the year 1699, SirWilliam Temple died, leaving
Swift a legacy, and the care, truft, and advantage, of

publishing his posthumous writings. As he had aJfo

obtained a promife from King William, that he would
give Swift a prebend, either of Canterbury or West

minster, he thought he had made a sufficient return for

From Ian. 7, 1 6Q6--.
^'r John P™s> of thr Soal

''

Contonmte ue Religion, &c.
Lord Herbert's Karry VIII. fo!. Dialogues des Morts, z vols.
Sleidan's Comment, abilracted, Lucretius, tsr.
f°L

'

Hiftoire de Mr. Conilance
Council of Trent, abfiracled, fit. Hiftoire d'Erhiopie
Vlrg'h b:S-

'

Hiftoire de Cores, de
A°'

J;Io'^e'
.

9 voh. r; i. ,d, Tlts siculus, abftr.

'

fd.
fair \v ilham T emple's Memoirs Cyprian & Irenes, ablb. /?/,

:
~ ' In ruduc- Voyage de Mawc, fcfr.

Camoen s ahzauetJi i;on,cr> ,,; ,d & Qd T
Prmce Artnur Cicero's Lpiiiles
Hrkcre dc Chvpie Bemier's Grand Mogol, 2 vols.

Burnet's Hill, of Relorm./o/.
l'etronius Arbiter.

Voiture

MernoiresdeMauncr Oeuvres Melees c vols

Lount Gab:ilis
Theophiafti charafteres
\ offius de Sibyllinis

all
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all his merits towards him, and that he left him in the

high road to preferment
*

,
Before we accompany Swift into the world, let us rer

yiew the manner of his paffing his life, from the time

that we flopped, to furvey him on his way to Leicefter,

when, forlorn and hopelefs as his condition was, the

Mnfeen hand of Providence was guiding him to the

means of all his future greatnefs, in placing him under

the hofpitable roof of Sir William Temple. However

bounteous nature had been, in beftowing on Swift ex

traordinary talents, yet were they of fuch a kind, as re

quired much time and application to bring them to per

fection, and fife them to anfwer their destined ends.

Fie had miffed the ufual feafon of cultivating thofe

.talents,
but at the fame time he had efcaped the dan

ger of their being perverted and mifapplied. His mind

had not been ftrait-laced into that fashionable fhape

.whichfeemed moft beautiful to the eyes of pedantry,

but was fuffered to reach its full growth according to

the courfe of nature. Thus did it attain an unufual

Jize, vigour, and eafe. He did not enter ferioufly up
on his ftudies till, his underftanding was mature; thus

all that he read was to fome'ufeful end, norwashis

memory charged with thofe important trifles, about

which the fcholaftic world is generally fo bufy.
'

He

-read the daffies at a time when he could penetrate into

their profoundeft depths, and enrich himfelf with the

fpoils of their hidden treafures ; not at the ufual feafon

_pfboyifhnefs, when the weak fight can be regaled only

* Such was the love and attention which Swift fhewed to this great

snan, that in his lift illnefs he kept a daily regifter of the variations

which appeared in his conftitution, from July 1, 1698, to the 27th of

the January following; when he concludes with this note,
" He died

at one o'clock in the morning, and with him all that was great and

g<j»od among
rnen."

Q 4 with
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with fuch flowery beauties as are pointed out to it on

the furface. Thinking for himfelf as a man, he foon

faw that no fcience was fo valuable to man, as that of

human nature. He judged that the beft way to obtain

a general knowledge of that, was from history; and a

more particular view of it, from ftudying mankind.

He could not possibly have been better situated than

at Moor-Park, to have made obfervations on the higher

and more refined life ; and he ftudioufly fought all op

portunities during his little excursions and journies, to

make himfelf acquainted with low life; often prefer

ring the conveyance of waggons, and their inns, to

thofe of coaches. Scenes of middling life muft, of

courfe, often fall into his way ; and where, to a bound-

lefs curiofity, there was added from nature an uncorm

mon penetration, it is no wonder he became fuch an

adept in the knowledge of man, and of the world.

A fcience effentially neceffary to him to make that fi

gure which he afterwards did in life.

His fituation at Sir William Temple's was indeed
in every refpect the happiest that could have been cho-

fen, to prepare this great genius for the complicated
part he was to aft 'in the world. Swift was to figure
as a Writer, as a Politician, as a Patriot. And where

could a young man have found fuch a director and

affiftant in fitting him for the performance of thefe fe
veral parts, asSir William Temple; who was himfelf
one of the finest writers, one of the ableft ftatefmcn,
and the truest lover of his country, that had been pro
duced in that, or perhaps in any other age ?
It was from the frequent revifal of that great man's

works under his own infpection, that Swift acquired
his firft lights with regard to propriety and purity of
ftyle, which he was afterwards allowed to carry to a
greater degree of perfection than any Englifh writer

whatfo<»
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whatfoever. The high opinion he entertained of Sir

William's Works in this refpect, was known to me

from the following circumstance. When I was an un

dergraduate in the College, he recommended it to me

to lay afide fome portion of time every day for the ftudy
of Englifh; and when I afk'd him what authors he

would advife me to read, he immediately replied, Sir

William Temple; not, faid he, his latterWorks, writ
ten during or after his long residence abroad, for his
ityle became then fomewhat corrupted by the introduc
tion of newfangled foreign words and phrafes, which

he fell into by converfing and writing fo much in fo

reign languages ; but fuch of his Works as were writ

ten before his going Ambafiador to Nimeguen. And

after him, added he, I do not know any writer in our
language that I would recommend to you as a model.

I had upon this occasion a fair opportunity of
payino-

him ajuft compliment ; but I knew his deteftation of

any thing that carried the appearance of flattery with

it, too well, to make mention of his own Works to

him.

With refpect to Politicks, it muft be allowed that

there was no man of that age better qualified than Sir

William Temple, not only to instruct Swift in the ge

neral fyftem of Politicks purfued in the feveral States
of Europe, but likewife to lay open to him all the ar

cana of ftate, all the moft fecret fprings of action, with
regard to public affairs, both foreign and domeftic,

during his time; in which he himfelf had borne fo

principal a part : and with regard to Patriotifm, Sir

William Temple muft be allowed to have been the moft

fhining example of that nobleft of virtues, produced

in that age ; as he paffed all the vigorous part of his life

in the moft indefatigable endeavours for the good of

jus country, upon the moft difinterefted principles,;

never
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never having received any reward, nor feeming folici

tous about any, for a long feries of the moft impqrtan!

fervices rendered to his King and
Country,'

often at his

pwnexpence;
and at laft nobly

declining'

the higheft

ftation to which a fubject could be railed, when offer,

ed to him, as it was at a time of life,, when he found

the vigour of his mind fo far abated, that he did :no,t

think himfelf equal to the arduous
employment of firft

Minister. And with refpect to private virtue* there

could not have been a more illustrious example .placed

before the eyes of a young man, than that of 3" °^

Courtier, who during the diffolute reign of Charle II.

had singly
at Court maintained his integrity unshaken,

and his morals untainted.

Under the direction of fuch a tutor, fuch a guide,

under the influence of fuch an example ; how happily

was the molt dangerous feafon of life paffed
inftudious

retirement, far from the dangers and temptations of a

corrupt world.

When we reflect that Swift was firft brought up ifi

the fchool of Adversity, (who though fhe be a feyere

miftrefs, yet does the generally make the best fcholars)

.and
that he was thence removed to another

. Lyceurn,

where presided a fage, in whom were blended Socratic

wifdom, Stoical virtue, and Epicurean elegance; we

muft allow his lot to have been moft happily caft for

forming a great and diftinguifhed character in life.

Nor did he fail to anfwer the high expectation that

might be railed of a young man endowed by, nature.

with uncommon talents, which were improved to the

Utmost by a singular felicity of fituation, into which

fortune had thrown him.

Let us now accompany Swift into the world, from

entering into which he was happily detained till his

thirty-firft year. His mind was now ftored with va^

2
riety
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riety of ufeful knowledge ; his understanding had arri

ved at its Utmost maturity and strength ; his fancy was

in its prime; and his heart, long filled with the nobleft

affections towards God, and towards man, i'welled with
impatience for proper opportunities of difcharging his

duty to Both. With fuch abilities, and fuch difpofi-

tiohs, behold him now entering on the great stage of

the world, to perform the character allotted to him

in the drama of life, that of an able, bold, and un

wearied champion, in the caufe of religion, liberty,
and virtue.

SECTION II.

Jprom the Death of Sir William Temple to the Time of
his Introduction to Lord Oxford.

UPON the death of Sir William Temple, Swift

immediately removed to London; where his firft care

was to difcharge the truft repofed in him, that of pub

lishing a correct edition of SirWilliam Temple's Works ;

which he effected as fpeedily as possible, and prefented,

them to King William, with a fnort Dedication written

by himfelf, as publifher. Pie thought he could not

pay a more acceptable compliment to the King, than

by dedicating to him the pofthumous works of a man,

forwhom, from his earliest days, when Prince ofOrange,
he had protested the higheft friendfhip and esteem ; and

with whom he lived, after his arrival at the Crown of

England, on the moft intimate footing ; frequently vi

siting SirWilliam in his retreat, after he had found his.

endeavours vain to draw him out of it, by the
tempting-

offer of making him his firft Minister. There was an

other reafon too, which muft have made the publica

tion of thefe works peculiarly acceptable to the King ;

which
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which was, that fome of the
moft important tranfac-

lions mentioned in thofe writings, were relative to him

felf; and many perfonal anecdotes with regard to him,

were now brought to light, which could have-been dif-

clofed by no one but Sir William, and which put the

character of that truly heroic Prince in a high point of

view. On thefe accounts Swift thought that fuch a de

dication was not only the politeft method of reminding

the King of his promife made to Sir William Temple

in hi? behalf, but the likelieft means of having it
fpee-

dily carried into execution. However, as he did not

find the event anfwer his expectation, he applied to that

Monarch by memorial.

But after waiting fome time, he found that his me

morial had produced no better effect than his dedica

tion. He therefore readily accepted of an offer made

to him by Lord Berkeley, then appointed one of the

Lords Juftices of Ireland, to attend him to that king
dom, in the double capacity of Chaplain, and private
Secretary.

This total neglect of his promife, made in confe-

quence of a laft, and it may be called a dying requeft,
of his particular friend, feems to bear not a little hard

pn the character of KingWilliam. But it is to be ob-

ferved that Swift was the moft unfit man in the world
to folicit a point of that fort in due form, withoutwhich
nothing is to be done at Court. He thought that his

shewing himfelf there, or at moft the dedication of Sir
William's Works, was all that was neceffary to be done
on his part. And with regard to the memorial, he

himfelf exonerated King William fo far, as to fay often
that he believed it never was received. For he put it
into the hands of a certain Nobleman, who profeffed

great regard to him, and offered to prefent it to the

King? and fecond if with all his might; but Swift had

afterwards
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afterwards reafon to believe that he had funk it, and

faid not a word of the matter.

Swift acted as Secretary to Lord Berkeley, till they
arrived at Dublin ; when he was fupplanted in that of

fice by one Bufh, who had by fome means ingratiated

himfelf with my Lord; and reprefenting the office of

Secretary as an improper one for a Clergyman, he was

appointed in Swift's room. Lord Berkeley making the
beft apology to him that he could, and at the fame

time promising to make him amends, by beftowingon

him the firft good church preferment that fhould fall

in his gift. Swift
was*

not a man to be treated in this

manner with impunity. Accordingly, he gave free

fcope to his refentment, in a fevere copy of verfes,

which placed the Governor and his new-made Secretary
in a moft ridiculous point of light, and which was every

where handed about to their no fmall mortification.

Soon after this the rich Deanery of Derry became va

cant, and as it was the Earl of Berkeley's turn to pre

fent to it, Swift applied to him for it upon the strength

of his promife. Lord Berkeley faid, that Bufh had

been before-hand with him, and had got the promife

of it for another. Upon feeing Swift's indignation rife

at this, my Lord, who began to be in no fmall fear of

him, faid that the matter might ftill be fettled if he

would talk with Bufh. Swift immediately found out

the Secretary, who very frankly told him that he was

to get a thoufand pound for it, and if he would lay
down the money, he fhould have the preference. To

which Swift, enraged to the utmoft degree, at an offer

which he confidered as the higheft ihfult, and done evi

dently with Lord Berkeley's participation, made no

other anfwerbut this ;
" God confound you both for 3

couple of
fcoundrels."

With thefe words he imme

diately quitted the room, and turned his back on the

Cattle,
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Castle, determined to appear there no more. But

Lord Berkeley was too
confcious of the ill treatment he

had given him, and too fearful of the refentment of

an exafperated genius, not
to endeavour to pacify him.

He therefore immediately prefented him with the rec

tory of Agher, and the
vicarages of Laracor and Rath-

beggan, then vacant in the
diocefe ofMeath.

^

Though

these livings united did not make up a third of the

Deanery in value, and though
from the large promifes

which had been made him, he had reafon to expedt

much greater preferment, yet, confidering the fpeci-

mens already
given of the performance of thofe pro

mifes, Swift thought it
moft prudent to accept of thofe

livings, dropping all future expectations from that

quarter. Nor did he afterwards estrange himfelf from

Lord Berkeley's family, but continued ftill in his of

fice of Chaplain ; to which he feems to have been

chiefly induced,
from the great honour and refpect

which he had for his excellent Lady : whofe virtues he

has celebrated in fo masterly a manner, in the Introduc

tion to the Project for the Advancement of Religion.

From this behaviour to Lord Berkeley, we may

iudce how little Swift was qualified to rife at Court, in

the ufual way of obtaining preferment; and we may

estimate the greatnefs of his fpirit, by the degree of

refentment fhewn to the man, in confequence of ill

treatment, upon whom all his hopes ofpreferment then

refted.

It was at this time that Swift's true humourous vein

in poetry began to difplay itfelf, in feveral little pieces,

written for the private entertainment of Lord Berkeley's

family ; among which was that incomparable piece of

low humour, called The humble Petition ofMrs. Fran

ces Harris, rJJV.

When
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W^heri Lord Berkeley quitted the government of

Ireland, Swift went to refide on his living at Laracor;

where he lived for fome time in the constant and strict

difchar-ge of his duty.

It Was about this time that Mrs. Johnfon (the after

wards celebrated Stella) atrived in Ireland, accompa

nied by another Lady of the name of Dingley, who

Was related to the family of the Temples. Sir Wil

liam Temple had bequeathed to Mrs. Johnfon a le

gacy of a thdufand pounds, in consideration of her fa

ther's faithful fervites, and her own riling merits.

After Sir William's death, fhe lived for fome time with

Mrs. Dingley, a lady who had but a fmall annuity to

fuppOrt her. In this fituation Swift advifed his lovely
pupil to fettle in Ireland, as the intereft of money was

at that time ten per cent, in that kingdom ; and con-

fidering the cheapnefs of provisions, her income there

would afford her a genteel fupport, instead of a mere

subsistence in England ; for the fame feafon alfo he re

commended it to Mrs. Dingley to accompany her.

This propofal was very agreeable to both the ladies.

To the latter, as fhe had fcarce a fufficient income to

fubfi'ft on in England, though managed with the utmoft

frugality; to the former, that fhe might be near her

tutor, whofe leffons, however they might dwell on her

memory, had funk ftill deeper into her heart. Thefe

ladies, foon after their arrival, took a lodging at Trim,
a village near Laracor, which was the place of Swift's

residence. The converfation of this -amiable woman,

who, by his own account, had the moft and fineft ac-

complifrrments of any perfon he had ever known of ei

ther fex, contributed not a little to fweeten his retire

ment, which Otherwife muft foon have become burderi-

fOme to fo,active a fpirit. But though Stella's beauty
was at that time arrayed in all the pride of blooming

eighteen,



32
THE LIFE OF

eighteen,
yet it is certain that he never dropped the

leaft hint that
might induce her to confider him in the

lio-ht of a lover. Jn his whole deportment he ftill

maintained the
charafter of a tutor, a guard.an, and a

friend • but he fo ftudioufly avoided the appearance ot

any other
attachment to her, that he never faw, or con

verted with her, but in the prefence of fome third
per-

fon. The truth is, that Swift, at that time,
knew not

what the paffion
of love was ; his fondnefs forStella was

only
that of an

affectionate parent to a favourite child j

and he had long entertained a diflike to matrimony.

He feems to have been under the dominion of a ftill

more powerful paffion, that of ambition: a paffion

which, from his boyifh days, had taken ftrong hold of

his mind, and never afterwards forfook him, till all

hopes of its being farther gratified had failed.

Urged by this reftlefs fpirit, he every year paid a

vifit to England, abfenting himfelf for fome months

from the duties of his parifh, and the charming con

verfation of the amiable Stella, in hopes of finding
fome favourable opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf,

and pufhing his fortune in the world. His firft vifit to

London, from the tiffie he had taken poffeffion of his.

living, was in the year 1 701 . At which time he found

the publick in a ferment, occafioned by the impeach

ment of the Elds of Portland and Orford, Lord So-

mers, and Lord Hallifax, by the Houfe of Commons.

Upon this occafion Swift wrote and publifhed his firft

political tract, entitled, A Difcourfe of the Contefts

and DiflTentions in Athens and Rome. In which he dis

played great knowledge in ancient history, as well as

fkill in the English, conftitution, and the ftate of par

ties. The author of this piece concealed his name with

the greatest precaution, nor was he at that time perfo-

nally known to any of the Nobles, in whofe favour it

feems
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feenas to have been Written; and indeed^ from the fpt-*

rit of the piece itfelf, we may fee that.Swift was indu

ced to write it from Other motives than 'fuch as were

private and perfonaL As no one understood the Eng-

lifh cbnftitutioii better, fo no one loVed it more, or

would have gone greater lengths to.prefefve it, than

Swift. ,
He law clearly that the balance, upon the due

prefervation of which the very life of our constitution

depends, had bee^i for fome time in a fluctuating ftate*
and that the popular fcale was likely to preponderate.

All the horrors of anarchy, and the detested times of &

Cromwell, came frefh into his mind.. He therefore

thought it his duty to lay before the public the fatal

confequences of the encroachments then making by the
Commons upon the other two branches of the Legif-

lature; which he executed in a moft mafterly manner,

with great force of argument, vaffifted by the most

striking examples of other ftates in fimilaf circum

ftances; and at the fame time in a ftyle and, method fqf
perspicuous, as to render the , whole clear to common

capacities. Another reafon for fuppofing that Swift

wrote this wholly from a principle of duty, is, that th^e

^author deals throughout in general.^ excepting only one

oblique compliment to the four Lords who wete im

peached by the Commons, which at the fame time

ferved to strengthen his general argument. The truth

is, Swift> at that time^ was of no party ; he fided with

the Whigs merely becaufe he thought the Tories were

carrying matters too farj and by the violence of their

proceedings were likely to Overturn that happy balance

in our ftate, fo lately fettled by the glorious Revolu

tion ; to which there was not a fafter friend in hngland

than himfelf However it is certain that it remained

for fome time a profound fecret to the world, who the

author of that admirable piece Was. And the fifft dif*

D eomy
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covery made of it, was by Swift himfelf, uporf the foU

lowing occafion. After his return to Ireland, he hap
pened to fall into companywith Bifhop Sheridan, where

this much-talked of pamphlet became the topic of

converfation. The Bffhop insisted that it was written

by Bifhop Burnet, and that there was not anotherman

living equal to it. Swift maintained the contrary; at

firft by arguments drawn from differenceof style, man

ner, &c. and afterwards upon being urged, faid, that

to his certain knowledge it was not written by Burnet.

Then pray, faid the Bifhop, who writ it? Swift an-

fwered> my Lord, I writ it. As this was the only
hji

stance in his life that Swift was ever known to have

owned directly any piece as his, it is to be fuppofed

that the confeffion was drawn from him by the heat of
argument.

Early in the ensuing fpring, King William died";
and Swift, on his next vifit to London, found Queen
Anne upon the throne. It was generally thought, up*

on this event, that the Tory party would have had- the

afcendant; but, contrary to all expedation, the Whigs
had managed matters fo well, as to get entirely into
the Queen's confidence, and to have the whole admi-

niftration of affairs in their hands. Swift's friends were
now in power, and theWhigs in genera], knowing him
to be the author of the Difcourfe on the Conteft?, £fr.
confidered themfelves as much obliged to him, and
looked upon him as faft to their party. The chiefs ac*

cordingly applied tohim for his affiftaiwe in the mea

sures which they were taking; and there is no doubt
that he had now a fair

opening for gratifying his ambi-
twn to the utmoft, only by joining heartily with them,
and exerting his talents on their fide. But great as his
ambition was, he would not havepurchafed its higheft
gratifications at the expence of his principles ; nor

would
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would aihthe wealth and honours of the realm; acCu'mu^

laxed, have tempted him to act contrary to the convic

tion of his mind. Upon examining into their new po

litical fyftem, which varied in many points from that of

the old Whigs, he confidered feveral of their nrfeafures

as of a dangerous tendency to the constitution* Nor>

withftanding, therefore, bbth his interests and perfonal

attachments Were of their fide, he declined all over

tures made to him by the heads of the Whiggilh party,

and after fome time determined to have no concern in

their affairs. This conduct in Swift Was fo unexpected,

for they\had all along counted upOn him as a Aire man*

that it met with the fame fort of refentmerit from the

Whigs, as if he had deferted their party, and 'gone

over to the enemy ; though Swift, in reality, fo little

liked the proceedings of either, that for feveral years

he kept'himfelf entirely a neutral, without meddling

in any fhape in politicks.

The chief reafon that made him decline any con^<

hection with the Whigs at that time, was, their open

profeffion of Low-church principles; and under the

fpecious name of toleration, their encouragement Of

Fariaticks and Sectariits of all kinds to join therri.

But what above all moft fhbcked him, was, their invi

ting all Dei fts, Freethinkers, Atheifts^ Jews, and In

fidels, to be of their party, under pretence of modera

tion, and allowing a general liberty of confidence. As

Swift was in his heart a man of true religion, he could

not have borne, even in his private character, to have

mixed with fuch a motley crew. But when we consi

der his principles in his political capacity, that he look

ed upon the Church of England, as by law eftabli'fhed,

^to-b£ the main pillar of our newly erected conftitution,

he could not, confiftently with the character of a good

citizen, join with thofe who confidered it more as an

D 2 orna-



36 THE LIFE OF

ornament, than a support to the edifice ; who could

therefore look on with compofure while they faw it un

dermining, or even open the gate to a blind multitude,

to try, like Samfon, their strength againft it, and con-

fider it only as fport. With fuch a party, neither his

religious nor political principles would fuffer him to

join ; and with regard to the Tories, as is ufual in the

violence of factions, they had run into oppofite exr

tremes, equally dangerous to the ftate. He has fully
given us his own fentiments upon the ftate of parties in

thofe times, in thefe words :
"

Now, becaufe it is a

point of difficulty to choofe an exact middle between

two ill extremes ; it may be worth enquiring in the pre

fent cafe, which of thefe a wife and good man would

rather feem to avoid : taking therefore their awn good

and ill characters of each other, with due abatements,

and allowances for partiality and paffion; I fhould

think, that in order to preferve the constitution entire

in the Church and State, whoever has a true value for

both, would be fure to avoid the extremes of Whig,
for the fake of the former ; and the extremes of Toryj
on account of the

latter."

This was a maxim, which, however well foundedj
was not likely to influence the opinion of many, amid
the violence of party-rage; however, as Swift was

firmly persuaded of the truth of it, it was by that prin
ciple he governed his conduct, though on -, that ac

count he flood almoft alone.

Finding therefore that he could be of no ufe to the
Public in his political capacity, while things remained
m the fame ftate, he turned his thoughts wholly to
other matters. He resided for the greatest of

the year at his living, in the performance of his paro
chial duties, m which no one could be more exact;
and once a year he paid a vifit to his mother at Leicef-
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ter, palling fome time alfo in London, to take a view

ofthe ftate of things, and watching fome favourable

crlfis.

During this period, Swift's pen was hardly ever em

ployed, except in writing fermons; and he does not

ieem to have indulged himfelf even in any fallies of

fancy; for fome years, excepting only the Meditation

on a Broom-ftick, and the Tritical Effay on the Fa

culties of the Mind, both written in the year 1 703.

As Swift has been much cenfured for writing the former

of thefe pieces, on account of the ridicule contained in

it of the flyle and manner of fo great and pious a man

asMr. Boyle, it may not be improper here to relate an

*
anecdote which I had from undoubtedly good autho

rity, with regard to the occafion of writing that piece,

and which will in a great measure exonerate Swift from

the charge brought against him on that account. In

the,yearly Visits which he made to London, during his

ftay there, he paffed much of his time at Lord Berke

ley's, officiating as Chaplain to the family, and attend

ing Lady Berkeley in her private devotions. After

which the Doctor, by her defire, ufed to read to her,
fome moral or religious difcourfe. The Countefs had

at this time taken a great liking to Mr. Boyle's Medita

tions, and was determined to go through them in that

manner; but as Swift had by no means the fame relifh

for that kind of writing which her Ladyfhip had, he

foon grew weary of the tafk; and a whim coming intq

his head, refolved to get rid of it in a way which might

occafion fome fport in the family ; for which they had

as high a "relifh as himfelf. The next time he was em

ployed in reading one of thefe Meditations, he took

* Thjs anecdote came from Lady Betty Germaine, daughter ofLady
^Berkeley, and was communicated to me by the late Lady Lambert, an

intimate of Lady Betty's.

D a afte
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an opportunity of conveying away the book, and dex-

teroufly
inferred a leaf, on which he had written his

ownMeditation on a Broomstick ; after which, he took

care to have the book reftored to its proper place, and

in his next attendance on my Lady, when he was desi

red to proceed to the next Meditation, Swift opened

upon the place where the leaf had been inferred, and

with great compofure of countenance read the title,

f<

A Meditation on a
Broom-stick."

Lady Berkeley,

a little furprifed at the oddity of the title, flopped

him, repeating the words,
" AMeditation on a Broom

stick !
'' blefs me, what a strange subject ! But there is

no knowing what ufeful leffons of instruction this won

derful man may draw, from things apparently the moft

trivial. Pray let us hear what he fays upon it. Swift

then, with an inflexible gravity of countenance, pro

ceeded to read the Meditation, in the fame folemn tone

which he had ufed in delivering the former. Lady
Berkeley, not at all fufpecting a trick, in the fulnefs of
her prepofTeffion, was every now and then, during the

reading of it, expressing her admiration of this extra?

ordinary man, who could draw fuch fine moral reflec

tions from fo contemptible a fubject; with which,

though Swift muft have been inwardly not a little

tickled, yet he preferved a moft perfect compofure of

features, fo that fhe had not the leaft room to fufpefi
any deceit. Soon after, fome company coming in.
Swift pretended bufinefs, and withdrew, forefeeing
what was to follow. Lady Berkeley, full of the fub
ject, foon entered upon the praifes of thofe heavenly
Meditations of Mr. Boyle. But, faid fhe, the Doctor
has beenjuft reading one tq me, which has furprifed
me more than all the reft. One of the company afked

Fhich of the Meditations fhe meant.
'

She anfwered di,
yedtly, in the

simplicity of her heart, I mean that ex,

cellen$
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cellent Meditation on a Broom-ftick. The company

looked at each other with fome furprife, and could

fgarce refrain from laughing. But they all agreed

that they had never heard of fuch a Meditation before,
Upon my word, faid my Lady, there it is, look into

that book, and convince yourfelves. One of them

opened the book, and found it there indeed, but in

Swift's hand-writing; upon which a general burft of

laughter enfued ; and my Lady, when the firft furprife

was over, enjoyed the joke as much as any of them;

faying, what a vile trick has that rogue played me J

But it is hisway, he never baulks his humour in any

-thing. The affair ended in a great deal of harmlefs

mirth, and Swift, you may be fure, was not afked to

proceed any farther in the Meditations.. Thus we fee

that his original intention in writing this piece, was not

to ridicule the great Robert Boyle, but only to furnifh

occafion for a great deal of innocent mirth on Lady
Berkeley's enthufiafm, and fimplicity of heart; and at

the fame time to get rid of the , difagreeable talk of

reading to herwritings which were not at all to his tafte.

And that it afterwards got out into the world, was

owing to the eagernefs of thofe who were acquainted

with the Berkeley family, to procure copies of a piece of

fuch exquifite humour; This was the cafe indeed in al-

moft all the fmall things afterwards written by Swift,

fcarce any ofwhich were publifhed by himfelf, but stole

into the world in that way.

Though the greatnefs of Swift's talents was known

to many in private life, and his company and converfa

tion much fought after and admired, yet was his name

hitherto little known in the Republic of Letters. The

only pieces which he had then publifhed, were the

Battle of the Books, and the Contefts and Diffentions

jn Athens in Rome, and both without a name. Nor

D 4 was
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was he personally known to any of the
Wits of the age,

excepting Mr. Congreve, and one or two more, with

whom he°had contracted an acquaintance at Sir Wil

liam Temple's. The knot of Wits ufed at this time

to affemble at Button's Coffee-houfe; and I had a sin

gular account of Swift's firft appearance there from

Ambrofe Philips, who was one of Mr. Addifon's little

fenate. He faid that they had for feveral
fucceffive days

obferved a strange Clergyman come into the coffee-

houfe, who feemed utterly
unacquainted with any of

thofe who frequented it; and whofe cuftom it was to

lay his hat down on a table, and walk backwards

and forwards at a good pace for half an hour or an

hour, without fpeak'mg to any mortal, or feeming in

the leaft to attend to any thing that was going forward

there. He then ufed to take up his hat, pay his money

at the bar, and walk away without opening his lips.

After having obferved this Angular behaviour for fome

time, they concluded him to be out of his fenfes ; and

the name that he went by among them, was that of the

mad Parfon. This made them more than ufually at

tentive to his motions; and one evening, as Mr. Addi-

fbn and the reft were obferving him, they faw him caft

his eyes feveral times on a gentleman in boots, who
feemed to be juft come out of the country, and at laft

advance towards him as intending to addrefs him.

They were all eager to hear what this dumb, mad par
fon, had to fay, and immediately quitted their feats to
get near him. Swift went up to the country-gentle

man, and in a very abrupt manner, without any previ

ous falutc, afiked him,
"

Pray, Sir, do you remember

any good weather in the world
?*'

The country-gentle-.

man, after flaring a little at the singularity of his man
ner, and the oddity of the question, anfwered, <? Yes,
Sirj I thank God? I remember a great deal fif good

weather
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weather in my
time."

"That is
more,"

faid Swifc,
w than I can fay ; I never remember any weather that

was not too hot, or too cold; too wet, or too dry;

but, however God Almighty contrives it, at the end of

the year 'tis all very
well."

Upon faying this, he took

up his hat, and without uttering a fyllable more, or

taking the leaft notice of any one, walked out of the

coffee-houfe ; leaving all thofe who had been fpectators
of this odd fcene staring after him, and ftill more con

firmed in the opinion of his being mad. There is an

other anecdote recorded of him, of what paffed be

tween him and Dr. Arbuthnot in the fame coffee-houfe.

The Doctor had been fcribbling a letter in great hafte,
■which was much blotted ; and feeing this odd parfon

near him, with a defign to play upon him, faid,
"

Pray,

Sir, have you any fand about you
?" «c No,"

replied

Swift,
" but I have the gravel, and if you will give

me your letter I'll p-fs upon
it."

Thus Angularly com
menced"

an acquaintance between thofe two great wits,

which afterwards ripened into the clofeft friendfhip.

After thefe adventures they faw him no more at But

ton's, till The Tale of a Tub had made its appearance

in the world, when, in the perfon of the author of that-

inimitable performance, they recognized their mad

parfon. This piece was firft publifhed in the following
year 1704 ; and though without a name, yet the curio-

iky excited by the appearance of fuch a wonderful piece

of original composition, could not fail of finding out

the author, efpecially as not only the bookfeller knew

him, but as the manufcript had at different times been

(hewn to feveral of Sir William Temple's relations,

and moft intimate friends. When it is confidered that

Swift had kept this piece by him eight years, after it

had been, by his own confeflion, completely finifhed,

jb/efore he gave jr. to the world ; we muft ftand aftonifh-
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ed at fuch a piece of felf-denial, as this muft feem, in

a young man,
ambitious of diftinction, and eager after

fame ; and wonder what could be his motive for n«t

publishing
it fooner. But the truth is, Swift fet but

little value on his talents as a writer, either at that

time, or during the whole courfe of his life, farther

than'as they might
contribute to advance fome nobler

ends, which he had always in view. Unfollicitous

therefore about fame merely literary,
or the reputation

of an author, he could with the moft perfect fangfreid

lock up this admirable piece in his defk, and wait, with

the moft philofophic patience, for a favourable feafon

to produce it, when it might anfwer fome more import

ant purpofe. After the time he had given the laft fi-

nifhing to it, the
violence -of parties ran fb high for

fome years, and their difputes were carried on with

fuch animofity, that he did not think the public in a

temper fit to receive the work, fo as to produce the ef

fects which he propofed from it. But as the rage of

party began to cool at that time, and the opposition

from the Tories grew daily more feeblej as the power

of theWhigs increafed; and as a firm eftablifhmentof

the Whig intereft feemed to threaten, upon their prin

ciples, an entire difregard to, and neglect of all reli

gion ; Swift thought this a proper juncture to revive the

topic of religion, and to fhew the excellency of the

eftablifhed Church, over its two rivals, in a new way,

adapted to common capacities, with regard to the un

derstanding; and calculated to make way to the heart,
through the pleafure which it afforded to the fancy.

And without fome artifice of that fort, it would have

been impossible to have gained any attention all to

the topic of religion. People were quite wearied out

with the repetition of the fame dull argu

ments
j or fore^ on account of the ill temper with

which
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lyhich the difputes were carried on, and the ill blood

which they occafioned. The bulk of mankind were

therefore in a fit difpofition to fall in with the principle

pf moderation held out by the Whigs ; but as it was

eafy to fee from fome of their political meafures, that

moderation was not.the point at which they intended to

flop; but that an indifference with regard to any form

£>f religion was likely to enfue, in confequence of fome

of their tenets ; Swift thought it high time that the at

tention of the people towards the fecurity of the efta-

bhfhed Church fhould be roufed, that they might be

guarded againft the undermining artifices of its ene

mies, fecretly carried on under covert of her pretended

friends^ who in their hearts were little follicitous about

her ipterefts, being wholly abforbed in worldly pur

suits. And furely nothing could be contrived better to

anfwer this end, than to make religion once more a ge

neral topic of converfation ; but of fuch converfation

as no longer excited the. difagreeable and malevolent

pafliohs, but gave rife to cheerfulnefs and mirth. Strip
ped of the frightful mafk with which her face had been

covered by bigotry and enthufiafm, and adorned with

all the graces of the comic mufe, fhe became a wel

come gueft in all companies. The beauty of the

Church of England, by a plain and well conducted al

legory, adapted to all capacities, was fhewn, in the

moft obvious light, by the characters of fimplicity and

moderation, which are the true marks of Christianity,
jn opposition to the pageantry, fuperftition, and tyranny
of the £hurGh of Rome, on the one hand ; and the

fpleen, hypocrify, and enthufiafm of Calvinifm, on

the other. This had been often done before in a feri-

pus way, but it was the new manner of treating the

fubject that produced the great effect. While the Engr

j,iftj divines had for more i:han a century been engaged'

3 ''W
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in a constant ftate of warfare with their antagonists,

and attacked them with ferious reafoning, and vehe

mence of argumentation, their antagonifts.
were always

confidered as powerful and formidable; and though

often foiled, were never looked upon as fubdued.

While thefe different religions were rendered odious or

terrible to the imaginations of people, the very feel

ings of that hatred and fear were accompanied with the

ideas of danger and power in the objects which excited

them, and of courfe gave them a confequence. But

the inftant they were rendered ridiculous, they became

contemptible, and their whole power vanifhed; nor

was there ever a stronger inftance of the truth of Ho

race's rule,

Ridiculum acri

Fortius & melius magnas plerumque fecat res ;

than in the effects produced by The Tale of a Tub*
with regard to the weakening of the powers of popery
and fanaticifm in this country. Effects not merely tem

porary, but which, with their caufe, are likely to laft,
as long as the Englifh language fhall be read.

After the publication of this work, Swift wrote no

thing of confequence for three or four years; during.

which time his acquaintance was much fought after by
all perfons of tafte and genius. There was, particu

larly, a very clofe connection formed between Mr. Ad-

difon *
and him, which ended in a fincere and lasting

~

"

Mr. Addifon made a prefent of his book of Travels tq
Pr. bwift, in the blank leafofwhich he wrote the following words :

To Dr. Jonathan Swift.
The moft agreeable companion,

The trueft friend,
And the greateft genius of his age,

This book is prefented by his
Moft humble Servant,

The AUTHOR.

friendfhjp,
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friendfhip, at leaft on Swift's part. Addifon's com

panionable qualities were known but to a few, as an in

vincible bafhfulnefs kept him for the moft part filent in

mixed companies; but Swift ufed to fay of him, that
his converfation in a tete a tete, was the moft agreeable

he had ever known in any one ; and that in the many
hours which he pafTed with him in that way, neither of

them ever wished for the coming in of a third perfon.

In the beginning of the year 1708, Swift started forth
frofn his ftate of inactivity, and publifhed feveral pieces

upon religious and political fubjects, as alfo in the hu

mourous way. That which regarded religion chiefly,

Was, An Argument againft abolifhing Chriftianity ; iq
which he purfues the fame humourous method, which

was fo fuc.cefsfully followed in the Tale of a Tub. Per

haps there never was a richer vein of irony than runs

through that whole piece ; nor could any thing he bet

ter calculated to fecond the general impreffion made by
the Tale of. a Tub, It is certain,, that Swift thought

the ftate of the Church in great danger, notwithftand-

ing any vote of Parliament to the contrary; and this

chiefly from a fort of lethargic diforder, which had in

general feized who ought to have been its watch

ful guardians. To route them from this ftate, he found

tickling to be more effectual than lafhing:. and that

the beft way to keep them wakeful, was to make them

laugh.

It was at this juncture too he chofe to publifh his po

litical principles. Swift had been hitherto always claff-

ed among the Whigs, as the only political tract of his

which had been publifhed was in their favour, and as

his chief connections were among that body. And he,

himfelf had adopted the name in a
*

Copy of Verfes 19

*
Andjaft, my

vengeance'

to compleat,

May you.ddcend to take renown,

Prevail'd on by the thing you hate,
A Whig, and one who wears a gown.

the
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the Honourable Mrs. Finch. And indeed with refpect

to government, there could not be a ftauncher Whig
than he was upon the old principles of Whigglfm, as

fet forth by him ; but he was an utter enemy to fome

new ones adopted by that party, in order to enlarge

their bottom, and which evidently tended to Republic-

anifm. And as to their maxims with regard to reli

gion, he widely differed from them. As thefe were

made an effential part of the character of a Whig at

that time, he could not be faid to be of
,
their body.

The truth is, that Swift was a man of too much inte

grity to belong to either party, while they were both

fo much in the wrong. This he himfelf declared in

the opening of the political Tract printed at this time,

entitled,
" The Sentiments of a Church-of-England-Man

with refpebl to Religion and Government which begins

with thefe words :
"Whoever has examined the con

duct and proceedings of both parties for fome years

paft, whether in or out of power, cannot well conceive

it possible to go far towards the extremes of either,

without offering fome violence to his integrity, or un-

derftanding."

His motive for publifhing this Tract

at that juncture, he has given in the following words 5

" When the two parties, that divide the whole-Com

monwealth, comeonce to a rupture, without any hopes

left of forming a third with better principles to balance
the others ; it feems every man's duty to choofe one of

the two fides, although he cannot entirely approve of

either; and all pretences to neutrality, are juftly explo
ded by both, being too ftale and obvious ; only intend

ing the fafety and eafe of a few individuals, while the

public is embroiled. This was the opinion and prac

tice of the latter Cato, whom I efteem to have been
the wifeft and the beft of all the Romans. But before
things proceed to open violence, the truest fervice a

private
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private man may hope to do his country, is, by un-

biaffing his mind as much as pofiible, and then endea

vouring to moderate between the rival powers ; which

muft needs be owned a fair proceeding with the world j

becaufe it is, of all others, the leaft confiftent with the

common defign of making a fortune, by the merit of

an
opinion."

Swift, from feveral circumftances at that time, ap
prehended that the parties would fpeedily come to an

open rupture ; he therefore thought it the duty of a
good citizen to endeavour to form a third party out of

the more moderate of each, that fhould ferve as a check

upon the violence of both. With this view, he repre-

fents the extremes of both parties, and the evil confe-

quences likely to enfue from each, in the ftrongeft

light; at the fame time he clearly fhews that the mo

derate of both hardly differed in any material point,

and were kept afunder only by the odious diftinction of

a name. He ftt down in this piece, fuch a juft, poli

tical, and religious creed, fo far as related to any con

nection between Church.and State, as every honeft fub-

ject of the Church of England muft at once affent to.

And indeed, if it were in the nature of things, that a

party could have been formed upon principles of mode

ration, good fenfe, and public fpirit, his fcheme would

have taken place, from the mafterly manner in which

it was propofed. His defign was, to engage all thofe

of both parties, who wifhed well to the eftablifhed

Church, to unite together under the denomination of

Church-of-England-men, infteadof the odious terms of

High and Low Church, calculated to keep up animosity ;
arid by fo doing, to leave the more violent of both

parties, whofe numbers would in that cafe be much re

duced, expofed to the world in their true colours,

merely by being fingted out in the different herds of

their
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their affociates. In that cafe, there were few Whig?,

fo loft to all fenfe of fhame, as would chpofe to be one

of a handful of Englifh Protestants, at the head of a

numerous body of Sectaries of all kinds, Infidels, and

Atheifts; as there would be few Tories, who would

wi(h to appear leaders of Papifts and Jacobites only.

Under the name of Church-of-England-man, none of

thofe enemies to our eonftitution could have lifted ;

whereas, under the
vague names of Whig and Tory,

perfons of all denominations and principles were en

rolled without fcruple, by both, merely to encreafe

their numbers, and fwell the cry. This project, for the

uniting of parties,
feems to have taken strong

poffef-

fion of Swift, and not to have quitted him for fome

time, as we find he mentions it in a
* letter to Colonel;

Hunter, in the beginning of the following year.

However, if this defign failed, he was determined,

whenever matters fhould come to an open rupture be

tween the parties, not to remain neutral ; but to choofe

that fide, which, upon the whole, fhould appear to

him the beft, according to the maxim before laid down.

In order therefore to render himfelf of the greater con

fequence, he feems to have exerted himfelf this year

in the difplay of his various talents. Befide the two

admirable tracts before-mentioned, he publifhed,
" A

Letter from a Member of the Houfe of Commons in

Ireland, to a Member of the Houfe of Commons in

England, concerning the Sacramental
Teft."

As he

always kept a watchful eye upon the motions of the

Prefbyterians, the intention of this piece was, not only
to fruftrate their attempt to get the Teft Act repealed.

* I arnufe myfelf fometimes with writing verfes to Mrs. Finch, and
fometimes with projects for the uniting of parties, which I perfcft

over night, and burn in the morning.

SffiFi's./rJi letter U Ccl. Huntefj

In
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in Ireland, but alfo to alarm the people in England,

by fliewing that their defign was deeper laid, and that

the carrying of it firft ih that country, was only intend

ed as a precedent for doing the fame here. In the hu

mourous way, he wrote alfo in this year thofe admirable

papers on Partridge the Almanack Maker, which ap

peared under the name of Ifaac Bickerftaff, Efq; and

in poetry, Ari Elegy on the. fuppofed death of Par

tridge; the Story of Baucis and Philemon; and two

copies of Veffes on Vanbrugh's houfe*. So wide a

difplay of fuch different talents ; fuch knowledge in po

litical affairs ; fo much good fenfe and strength of rea

foning, joined to fo pure and masterly a ftyle; and a-

bove all, famuch wit, and fuch uncommon powers of

ridicule, could not fail of railing prognofticks, that he

would prove the moft able and formidable champion

living, of that party whofe caufe he fhould efpoufe.

The Whigs therefore, who had hitherto neglected hint,
as confidering .hirriin the light of a half brother, be

gan now to dread, and confequencly to pay him great

court. Their apprenenfions were quickened by the

* It appears from a memorandum in Swift's hand-writing, that he

iiad an intention this year to publifh a Volume of his Works, confift-

ing of the following articles : October, 1703.

„ rt
Realbns againft abolilhing Chrif-

Sujects for aVolusie.
tianity.

Difcourfe on Athens and Rome1. Eflay on Converfation.

Bickerftaff's Predictions. Conjectures on the Thoughts of

Elegy on Partridge. Pofterity about me.

Letter to Bifliop of K.
On'

the prefent Tafte of Reading.

Harris's Petition. Apology for the Tale, &c.

Baucis and Philemon. Part ot .anAnfwer to Gindal.

Vanbrugh's Houfe. Hifto'ry of Van's Houfe.

The Salamander. ...

Apollo outwitted. To Ardelia.

Epigram on Mrs. Floyd.
'

Project for Reformation of Man-

Med 1 catibn on a Brobmfticfe. ners.

Sentiments of a Chureh-of-Eng* A Lady's Table-Book.

laind-Mant Tr«ieal Eflay.

E narrow
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narrow efcape which they juft
then had of being turned*.

out of power, by the intrigues of Mr. Harley; which

had very nearly
taken place then, in the manner they

did two years afterwards-.
No felicitations nor pro-

mifes were wanting, on
their parts, to

engage Swift on

their fide; but they found him a man of ftubborn in

tegrity ; nor could any
temptation prevail on him to go

the lengths which they wanted. Failing in this, their

next wifh was to fend him out of the way, in fome hor

nourable poft. That of Secretary to an intended em-

baffy to the Court of Vienna, was firft defigned for

him ; but that project going off, there was a fcheme

on foot to make him Bishop of Virginia, with
a power

to ordain Priefts and Deacons, and a general authority

over all the Clergy in the American Colonies. There

could not have been a stronger bait thrown out to Swift

than this ; as it would gratify his ambition, by a moft

extenfive power, in the very fphere where he
moft wish

ed to have it, in the Church; as religion was always

nearest his heart, Accordingly we find that hewas very

earneft in the purfuitof that point; but, unfortunately

for the interests of religion in America, and as unfor

tunately for the Whiggifh Ministry, notwithstanding

their promifes, that it fhould be done, the defign fell

to the ground, and Swift remained in the fame ftate :

remained on the fpot, filled with refentment at their

treatment of him, and determined to wreak his ven

geance on them, when opportunity fhould ferve,. which

was not now far distant.

Early in the following year, Swift publifhed that ad

mirable piece, called, A ProjecJ for the Advancement of
Religion. In which, after enumerating all the corrup
tions and depravities of the age, he fhews thaE the

chief fource of them was the neglect, or contempt of

religion, which fo generally prevailed. Though at

firft
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firft view this pamphlet feemed to have no other drift*
but to lay down a very rational fcheme for a general re
formation of manners* yet upon a closer examination it

will appear to Have been a very strong, thbdgh 'covert

attack, upon the poWer of the Whigs. It could not

have efcaped a man of Swift's penetration, that the

Queen had been a long time Wavering irr her fenti

ments, and that fhe was then meditating that change

in the Ministry, which fometime afterwards took place.

To confirm her in this intention, and to haften the ex

ecution of it, appears, from the whole tenour of the

pamphlet, to have been the main object he had in View^
in publishing it at that time; For though it feems de-'

figned for the ufe of the world in general; and is parti

cularly addreffed to the Countefs of Berkeley; yet that

it was chiefly calculated for the Queen's perufal, ap
pears from this ; that the whole execution of his Pro

ject depended upon the imprefiion which it might make

upon her mind ; and the only means of reformation

propofed, were fuch as were altogether in her own

power. At fetting out, he fays;
"

Now; as univerfal

and deep-rooted as thefe corruptions appear to be; I

am utterly deceived, if an effectual remedy might not

be applied to moft of them ; neither am I now upon a

wild fpeculative project, but fuch a one as may be ea-

fily put in execution. For, while the prerogative of

giving all employments continues in the Crown, either

immediately, or by fubordination, it is in the power of

the Prince to make piety and virtue become the fafhion

of the age, if, at the fame time, he would make them

neceffary qualifications for favour and
preferment."

He then proceeds to fhew the necessity of herMajefty's

exerting her authority in this way, by a very free ob-

fervation, couched under one of the fineft compliments

that ever Was penned :
" It is clear from prefent expe-

E 2 .rience,
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rience, that the bare
example of the beft Prince, will

not have any mighty
influence where the age is very

corrupt. For, when was there ever a better Prince op

the throne than the prefent Queen ? 1 do not talkof

her talent for government, her love of the people, or

any other qualities
that are purely regal ; but her piety,

charity, temperance, conjugal love, and whatever Other,

virtues do beft adorn a private life ; wherein, without

queftion, or flattery, fhe has no fuperior : yet, neither

will it be fatyr or peevifh invective to affirm, that infi

delity and vice are not much diminifhed fince her co

ming to the Crown ; nor will, in probability, until more

effectual remedies be
provided."

The chief remedy he propofes, is,
" To bring reli

gion into countenance, and encourage thofe, who, from

the hope of future reward, and dread of future punifh-

rnent^ will be moved to act with juftice and integrity.

This is not to be accomplifhed in any other way, than

by introducing religion as much as possible, to be the

turn and fafbion of the age, which only lies in the

power of the Administration ; the Prince, with utmoft

ftrietnefs, regulating the Court, the Ministry, and other
perfons in great employment ; and thefe, by their ex

ample and authority, reforming all who have depend
ence on

them."

Having expatiated on this topic, and fhewn how

eafily fuch a defign might be carried into execution, if
the Queen would only form fuch a determination, he
proceeds to enforce his arguments by confeientious mo
tives ; which were likely to have the ftrongeft effects

upon one of fuch a truly religious turn as the Queen
was. After having juft mentioned fome points, of re

formation, in which the aid of the Legiflature might

be found neceffary, he fays, «
But this is befrde my

prefent defign, which was only to fhew what degree

of
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of reformation is in the power of the Queen, without

interposition of the Legiflature ; and which her Majefty
is, without queftion, obliged in conference to endea

vour by her authority, as much as foe does by her prac
tice."

And in another place he still more forcibly urges ar
guments of the fame nature :

" The prefent Queen is

a Prince of as many and great virtues, as ever filled

a throne : how would it brighten her character to the

prefent, and after ages, if fhe would exert her utmoft

authority to inftil fome fhare of thofe virtues into her

people, which they are too degenerate to learn, only
from her example. And, be it fpoke with all the ve

neration possible for fo excellent a Sovereign ; her beft

endeavours in this weighty affair, are a moft important

part of her duty, as well as of her intereft, and her
honour."

Nothing could have been better contrived to work

upon the Queen's difpofition, than the whole of this

Tract. In which the author firft fhews that all the cor

ruptions and wickednefs of the times, arofe from irre-

ligion : he fhews that it is in her Majefty's power alone,

without other aid, to reftore religion to its true luftre

and force, and to make it have a general influence on

the manners and conduct of her people : and then he

urges the ftrongeft motives, of honour, of intereft, and

of duty, to induce her to enter upon the immediate ex-

ercife of that power. And to render what he Offered

upon that head more forcible, it was apparently written

by fame disinterested hand, from no other principle

but a due regard to religion and morality, For the au

thor artfully fuppreffed all mention of party : and yet,

uponaciofer examination, it would appear, that nothing

could be more directly, though covertly, aimed at the

deftruction of the power of the Whigs, For the firft

£ 3 top
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ftep propofed to render the defign effectual, was, that

the Queen fhould employ none in her Ministry,- or in

any offices about her perfon, but fuch as had the caufe

of religion at heart : now this was in effect to fay, that

fhe muft begin with turning out the Whigs, or Low-

Church-Party, who in general profeffed either an in

difference to, or contempt of religion; and choofe her

Officers from among theTories, orHigh-Church-party,

with whom the fupport of the interests of religion, was

the firft, and moft generally avowed principle.

After the publication of this piece, Swift went to

Ireland, where he remained till the revolution in the

Miniftry took place, which happened in the following
year; when Mr. Harley, and Mr. St. John, the heads

of the Tory-party in the Houfe of Commons, were

appointed to fill the chief offices ; the former, that of

Chancellor of the Exchequer, the latter, that of prin
cipal Secretary of State. During this interval, Swift

pasTed much of his time with Mr. Addifon, who had

gone over to Ireland as Firft Secretary to the Earl of

Wharton, then Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom. By
this means he had an opportunity of beincr an eye-wit

ness of the corrupt administration of affairs in that king

dom, under that Lord's government, which he after

wards expofed to the world in fuch ftrong and odious
colours. Had Swift been intent only on his own pro-

morion, it is probable that he might eafily have ob

tained preferment in Ireland at that juncture, on ac

count of his great intimacy with the Secretary ; but he
would have fcorned to pay court to a Viceroy of fuch
a
character, or even to have accepted any favour at his

hands. Upon the change of affairs at Court, when a

new Miniftry was
appointed, Swift was requested by

the B.lhops of Ireland to take upon him the charge of

foJhcuing a remilfion of the first-fruits, and twentieth

parts,
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parts to the clergy, of that kingdom.
,

It was not with

out great reluctance, that he accepted of this office,
for reafons hereafter to be affigned: but his regard to

the interests of the Church, outweighed all other con

siderations, and he accordingly fet out for England, as

foon as his credentials were ready.

SECTION III.

From the Introduction to Mr, Harley, to the Death

of the Queen.

ON his arrival in London in the month of Sep
tember, 1710, he found that open war was declared

between the two parties, and raged with the utmoft

violence. There was no room for moderating fchemes,
and according to his own maxim, that a good citizen

could not remain neutral in fuch a fituation of affairs,

Swift was to choofe his party, and to declare himfelf

accordingly; His arrival at that crifis, filled theWhigs

with joy, as in general they looked upon him to be of

their party ; but the leaders among them were not with -

out their apprehenfions, being confcious of the ill

treatment he had met with at their hands. Of 'this,

take the following account from Swift himfelf *. " All

* At this time, and during his connection with the Miniftry after

wards. Swift kept a regular journal of all the moft remarkable events,

as well as little anecdotes, which he tranfmitted every fortnight to

Stella; for her private perufal, and that of Mrs. Dingley, but upon

condition that it flioujd be communicated to no other perfon whatfoever.

This journal was luckily preferved? and fomedme fince given to the

world. As nothing could better fhew Swift's own fentiments with re

gard to affairs at that [time, and the motives which induced him to

take the part he did in them, than fuch a journal, written as it were

to the hour, and tranfmitted to that perfon in the world to whom his

Heart was moll open; . the account of his conduct, during that bufy

jime, will, wherever there is an opportunity, be corroborated by ex

tracts from it.

E 4 the
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the Whigs were ravifhed to fee me, and would har^

laid hold on me as a twig, to fave them frorn finking;

and the great men were all making rne their clumfj*

apologies. It is good to fee what a lamentable con,

feffion the Whigs all make of my
ill-ufage."

On thq

other hand, the Tories were exceedingly alarmed
at his

arrival, as they had always confidered him in the light

of a Whig, and as the leaders of their party had not

even the leaft perfonal knowledge of him ; how ftrong
their apprehenfions muft have been, we may judge from

a paffage in Swift's Journal of the following year, dated

June 30, 17 1 1, where he fays, that, "Mr. Harley and

Mr. Secretary St. John, frequently protested, after he

had become their intimate, that he was the only man

in England they were afraid
of."

In fuch a dispofition,

therefore, it is to be fuppofed, that a vifit from Dr.

Swift t,o Mr. Harley, was by no means an unacceptable^

thing. The occafion of this vifit is fet forth at large,
in the letters which paffed between Dr. King, Arch-

bi'fhop of Dublin, and Dr. Swift, publifhed in his,
Works. Upon his leaving Ireland, Swift had under.

taken to follicit the affair of the firft-fruits,, and twen

tieth parts, for the benefit of the Clergy in Ireland,
Which had been long depending, and in vain attempted;

by two Bifhops fent over for that purpofe by the wholf
body. In his firft letter to the Archbifhop on thatfub-

ject, he fays,
" As foon as I received the pacquets,

from your Grace, I went to wait upon Mr. Harley. I
had prepared him before, by another hand, where he

was very intimate; and got myfelf reprefented (which

I might juftly do) as. one extremely ill ufed by the iaft
Miniftry, after fome obligations, becaufe I refufed to,

go certain lengths they would have
me."

He after

wards gives fuch an account of the whole tranfaction

as might be proper to be fhewiv. put in his Journal
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to Stella, he is more particular.—October 4, 1710.—*

«« Mr. Harley received me with the greateft refpect and

kindnefs imaginable, and appointed me an hour, two

or three days after, to open my bufinefs to
him."

October 7.

u I bad no fooner told him my bufinefs, but he en
tered into it with all kindnefs ; afked me for my powers,

and read them ; and read likewife the memorial I had

drawn
.up,

and put it into his pocket to fhew the Queen :

told me the meafures he would take ; and,
'

in fhorti

faid every thing I could wifh. Told me hemuft bring
Mr. St. John and me acquainted ; and fpoke fo many-

things of perfonal kindnefs and efteem, that I am in

clined to believe what fome friends had told me, that

he would do every thing to bring me over. He defired

me to dine with him on Tuefday ; and, after four hours

being with him, fet me down at St. James's Coffee-

houfe in a hackney coach,

" I muft tell you a great piece of refinement in.Har-

Jey. He charged me to and fee him often : I

told him I was loth to trouble him, in fo much bufi

nefs as he had, and defired I might have leave to come

at his levee; which he immediately refulcck and! faid,
* That was noplace for

friends."

October 10, 1710.

(C Harney tells me he has fhewn my memorial to the

Queen1,, and fcconded it very heartily ; becaufe, faid

he, the Queen defigns to fignify it to the Eilhops of

Ireland! in form, and take notice that it was done ropoa

amemorial, from you: ; whisht be faid he did to is&ake it

look,more refpectfialt to W&-1. I believe never any chinsg
Was compaffed fo foon, and purely done by my perfonal
^redit with Mr. Harley ; who is fo exceffively obliging,

that
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that 1 know not what to make of it, Unlefs to fhew the

rafcals of the other party, that they ufed a man unwor

thily, who had deferved better. He fpeaks all the

kind things to me in the
world."

October 14.

" I stand with the new people ten times better than

ever I did with the old, and forty times more
careffed."

When we consider the rapidity of Mr. Harley's mo

tions on this occafion, who was remarkable for procraf-

tination, and the open freedom of his behaviour toward

Swift, fo contrary to that clofenefs and referve, which

were his characteristics, we may judge of his eager de-

fire to fix him in their party. Nor was this hard to be

accomplifhed : Swift had long in his own mind been

of their fide; and he onlywaited for fuch a favourable

juncture as now offered to declare himfelf. Mr. Har

ley's uncommon condefcenfion, flattered his pride.;

and the obligingnefs of his behaviour, engaged his

friendfoip. Accordingly, after he had enquired into

their plan, and the meafures which they intended to

purfue, as he found them entirely confonant to his own

fentiments, he embarked without hesitation in their

caufe, and entered into their interefts with his whole

heart. His approbation of their meafures he expreffes,

in the following manner in his Journal,

November 29; 171©.

tf The prefent Miniftry have a difficult tafk, and
want me. According to the beft judgment I have,
they are purfuing the true intereft of the publick, and

therefore I am glad to contribute what lies in my
power,"

The
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The writers on both fides had before this taken the

field, and attacked each other with great acrimony.

On the Whig-fide, were Mr. Addifon, Bifhop Burnet^
Sir Richard Steele, Mr, Congreve, Mr. Rowe, and

many others of lefs note. On the part of the Tories,

the chief writers were, Lord Bolingbroke, Bifhop At-

terbury, and Mr. Prior. They had begun a Weekly
Paper, called, The Examiner, which was the joint

work of thofe three celebrated Writers, and had pu

blifhed twelve numbers. But as foon as Swift declared

himfelf, they thought all aid to him unneceffary, and

the whole conduct of that Paper was , from that time

put into his hands, He entered the field alone, and,

with a Samfon-like strength, fcorned affiftance, and de-

fpifed numbers. His power of ridicule was like a flail

in his hand, againft which there was no fence. Though

he induftrioufly concealed his name, yet his friend Ad

difon foon difcovered him, and retired prudently from

the field of battle, leaving the reft expofed to the at

tacks of this irrefiftible champion ; by whom it muft

be allowed they were unmercifully handled, till, one

after another, they were all laid low. His firft Paper

was publifhed on the ad of November, 17 10, No. 13,

of the Examiner, which was about a month after his

introduction toMr. Harley ; and he continued them

without interruption till June 7, 171 1, where he drop
ped it, clofing it with No. 44, and then leaving it to

be carried on by other hands. During this time he lived

in the utmoft degree of confidence and familiarity, not

only with Mr. Harley, but the whole Miniftry. Mr.

Secretary St. John was not behind Mr. Harley, either

jn defirp of cultivating Swift's acquaintance, or in ad-

drefs, which the following extract from his. Journal will

Sufficiently fhew;

Noven>
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November n, 1710.

y I dined to-day, by invitation, with the Secretary
of State, Mr. St. John. Mr. Harley came in to us be

fore dinner, and made me his excufes for not dining
with us, becaufe he was to receive people who came to

propofe the advancing of money to the government.

The Secretary ufed me with all the kindnefs in the

world. Prior came in after dinner ; and upon an oc

cafion, the Secretary faid to him,
" The beft thing I

ever read is not your's, but Dr. Swift on Vanbrugh ;
"

which I do not reckon fo very good neither; but Prior

was dampt, till I ftuffed him with two or three compli

ments. He told me, among other things, that Mr.

Harley complained he could keep nothing from me,

I had the way fo much of getting into him. I knew

that was a refinement, and fo I told him ; and it was fo.

Indeed it is hard to fee thefe great men ufe me like one

who was their betters, and the puppies with you in Ire

land hardly regarding me. But there are fome reafons,

for all this, which I will tell you when we
meet."

In another place, he fays, March 3, 171O-11,

*< I dined with Mr. Harley to-day. Every SatuN

day, Lord Keeper, Secretary St. John, and I, dine

with him, and fometimesLord Rivers, and they le.t m
none elfe. I ftadd with Mr. Hailey till nine, when we

had much difcourfe together, after the reft were gone,
and I gave him very truly my opinion, when he defi

red
it."

February 18, 17rck.11.

"

Secretary St. John would needs have me dine

with him to-day $ and there I found three perfons I ne
ver faw, two I had no acquaintance with, and one I

did not care for : fo I left them early, and came home,

it
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it being no day to walk, but fcurvy rain andwind. The

Secretary tells me he has put a cheat upon me ; for

Lord Peterborough fent him twelve dozen flafksv
of

Burgundy, on condition I fhould have my fhare; but

he never was quiet till they were all gone ; fo I reckon

he owes me thirty-fix
pounds,"

February 25.

" I dined to-day with Mr. Secretary St. John, on

condition I might choofe my company, which were

Lord Rivers, Lord Carteret, Sir T. Manfel, and Mr.

Lewis. I invited Mafham, Hill, Sir John Stanley,

and George Granville, but they were engaged ; and I

did it in revenge of his having fuch bad company whea

I dined with him before. So we
laughed,"

&c.

In the beginning of February, there was a piece of

behaviour in Mr. Harley towards Swift, which nettled

him to the quick, and had nearly occafioned a breach

between them. Of this Swift gives the following ac

count in his Journal.

February 6, 17 10.

c< Mr. Harley desired me to dine with him again

to-day, but I refufed hira ; for I fell out with him yef-

terday, and will not fee him again till he makes me

amends."

February 7.

" I was this morning early with Mr. Lev/is of the

Secretary's Office, and faw a letter Mr. Harley had fent

him, defiring to be reconciled ; but I was deaf to all

intreaties, and have defired Lewis to go to him, and

let him know I expected farther fatisfaction. If we let

thefe great Ministers pretend too much, there will be

no
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no governing
them. He promifes to make me eafy/

if 1 will but come and fee him ; but I won't, and he

fhall do it by meffage, or I will caft him qff. I will

tell you the caufe of our quarrel when I fee you, and

refer it to yourfelves. In that he did fomething, which

he intended for a favour, and I have taken it quite

otherwife, difliking both the thing and the manner,

and it has heartily vexed me; and all I have faid is

truth, though it looks like jeft : and I abfolutely
refu-

fed to fubmit to his intended favour, and expect farther
fatisfattion."

In a fubfequent part of the Journal he acquaints

Stella with the caufe of quarrel.

March 7, 17 10.

"

Yes, I understand a cypher, and
* Ppt gueffes

right, as fhe always does. He gave me al bfadnnk

Iboinlpt dfaonr ufainfbtoy dpeonufnad f ; which I fent him

again by Mr. Lewis, to whom I wrote a very com

plaining letter, that was fhewed him, and fo the mat

ter ended. He told me he had a quarrel with me ; I

faid I had another with him, and we returned to our

friendfhip, and I fhould think he loves me as well as a

great Minister can love a man in fo fhort a
time."

Nothing could have been confidered by Swift as a

greater indignity, than this offer of Mr. Hafley's,
which put him on the footing of a hireling Writer.

• Stella.

f This is a fort of cypher, in which, to difguife the words, fupeft-

fluous letters are introduced ; and the way to read it is to pafs over

thofe letters, and retain only fuch as will make out words and fenfe,
in the following manner, where the letters to be retained are capitals,

Al'Bs Ad Nn K lBoInLpt dFaOnR uFalnFbToY dPeOnUfNaD.

That is, A Bank BUIfor fifty pound,

Accordingly,
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Accordingly, he was determined to let him fee how

much he had miftaken his man, by refusing to fee him

again till he had afked- Jii.s pardon by a third hand.

He laid hold of this opportunity, to let the Ministry
know how he expected to be treated- by them for the

future : as a man, who not only fcorned a ftate of de

pendence, but who could not bear any thing that might

carry theleaft appearance-of it : as one who entered a

volunteer in their caufe, and who fcorned to lie under

any obligation, or accept of any thing to which he was

not juftly entitled by his merits: and laftly, as one,

who, confcious of his abilities to ferve the publick

expected to be confidered by them as their coadjutor

in the caufe, and to be treated on a footing of entire
equality. Accordingly, immediately after Mr. Har

ley had made his peace with him, he fhewed, by an

extraordinary piece of behaviour, that he was deter

mined to exact this from them, without bating the

fmalleft article. The circumstance is mentioned in the

following^paffage of the Journal.

February 12, 1710.

" I dined to-day with Mr. Secretary St. John : I

went to the Court of Requefts at noon, and fent Mr.

Harley into the Houfe to call the Secretary, to let him

know I would not dine with him if he dined
late."

When this ftory is told, without any other circum-

ftance, and we are informed that a private Clergyman,
Vicar of a fmall country living, in an obfeure part of

the world, fent the Prime Minister of Great Britain, to

bring out to him the Firft Secretary of State from the

Senate-houfe, where he was engaged in the important

bufinefs of the nation, upon fo frivolous an occafion,

we fhould be apt to confider it was a wanton exertion

5 of
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of the moft infolent pride. But, when we reflect that

this was done the very day after he was reconciled to

Mr. Harley, and that he took the firft opportunity of

retaliating the flight put upon him a few days before,
it can only give us a high opinion of his magnanimity.

Befides, upon this reconciliation, he thought it necef

fary to give both Minifters a fpecirnert of the terms up

on which alone their union could continue, the princi

pal of which was a moft perfect equality. How little

Swift was willing to allow them any fuperiority, may
be judged by an expression in his journal the next dajr

after this incident.

February 13, 1710-ir.

" I have taken Mr. Harley into favour again."

And it foon afterwards appeared how readily thefe

Minifters came into his terms, as may be feen from the

following paffage.

February 17, 1 710-u.

" The Miniftry are good honeft hearty fellows : I
ufo them like dogs, becaufe I expect they will ufe me

fo. They call me nothing but Jonathan, and I faid I
believed they would leave me Jonathan as they found

me; and that I never knew a Minister do any thing for
thofe whom they make companions of their pleafures :
and I believe you will find it fo, but I care

not."

How tenacious he was of his rights in this refpect,
and how ready to take the alarm upon the leaft appear
ance of their being infringed, we may judge from the

following account ofwhat paffed between the Secretary
and him, fome time after, on an occafion of that fort.

April,
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April i, 171 1.

" I dined with the Secretary, who feemed terribly
down and melancholy ; which Mr. Prior and Lewis ob

ferved as well as I : perhaps fomething is gone wrong;

perhaps there is nothing in it.

April 3.

" I called at Mr. Secretary's, to fee what the D——

ailed him on Sunday : I made him a very proper fpeech,
told him I obferved he was much out of temper; that

I did not expect he would tell me the caufe, but would

be glad to fee he was in better; and one thing I warned

him of, never to appear cold to me, for I would not

be treated like a fchool-boy ; that I had felt too much

of that in my life already : that 1 expected every great

Minister, who honoured me with his acquaintance, if

he heard or faw any thing to my difadvantage, Would

let me know it in plain words, and not put me in pain

to guefs by the change or coldnefs of his countenance

or behaviour ; for it was what I would hardly bear from

a crowned head, and I thought no fubject's favour was

worth it
*
; and that I defigned to let my Lord Keeper,

and Mr. Harley, know the fame thing, that they might

ufe me accordingly. He took all right ; faid I had

reafon ; vowed nothing ailed him, but fitting up whole

nio-hts at bufinefs, and one night at drinking : would

have had me dined with him and Mrs. Mafham's bro

ther, to make up matters ; but I Would not : I don't

know, but I would not. But indeed I was engaged

with
.my

old friend Rollinfon ; you never heard of him
before."

* In a fubfequent part of the Journal to Stella, he fays,
" Don't you

remember how I ufed to be in pain, when SirWilliam Temple woald

look cold and out of humour for three or four days, and I ufed to fuf-

peft a hundred reafons ? I have plucked up my fpirit fince then, faith ;

he fpoiled a fine
gentleman."

F From
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From this time we find that
Swift was treated by the

Ministry with the moft unreferved
confidence in regard

to public affairs, and
the moft familiar intimacy in pn*

vate; being always
prefent at their moft fecret confu

tations in political matters, and
a conftant companion

of their chofen parties, to
enliven their focial hour.

Swift has given us the following view of the light

in which he .

confidered the fituation of affairs about

that time.

March 4, 17 10.

" This kino-dom is certainly ruined,
as much as was

ever any
bankrupt Merchant. We muft have a peace,

let it be a bad or a good one ; though no-body dares

talk of it. The nearer I look upon things, the worfe

I like them. I believe the confederacy will foon break

to pieces, and our
factions at home increafe. The Mi

niftry is
upon-

a very
narrow bottom, and ftand like an

Ifthmus, between the Whigs on one fide, and violent

Tories on the other. They are able feamen, but the

temped is too great, the (hip too rotten, and the crew

all ao-ainft them. Lord Sommers has been twice in the

Queen's clofet, once very lately ; and the Duchefsof

Somerfet, who now has the key, is a moft infinuating
woman ; and I believe they will endeavour to play the

fame game that has been played againft them. 1 have

told them all this, which they know already ; but they

cannot help it. They have cautioned the Queen fo

much againft being governed, that fhe obferves it too

much. I could talk till to-morrow upon thefe things,

but they make me melancholy. I could not but ob-

ferve lately, after much converfation with Mr. Harley;

though he is the moft fearlefs man alive, and the leaft

apt to defpond, he confeffed to me, that, uttering his

mind to me, gave him
eafe."

Swift
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Swift was employed chiefly in writing the Examiners

till the beginning of the following June ; when, ha

ving with eafe foiled all his opponents in this fkirmifh-

ing way of fighting, he retired to prepare for the ge

neral engagement, expected at the opening of the next

campaign, and which was likely to prove decifive with

regard to the fate of the two parties. It is certain,

that his apprehensions for the fide which he had em

braced, were daily increafing ; and as he laid himfelf,
"
the nearer he looked upon things, the worfe he liked

them."

But his apprehensions were either confined

within his own breast, of communicated only to the

Miniftry, excepting in the Journal to Stella, where he

is wholly without referve. He had faid to her, fo early

as January 7, 17 10.
—
" In my opinion we have nothing

to fave us but a peace, and I am fure we cannot have

fuch a one as we hoped ; and then the Whigs will bawl

what they would have done, had they continued in

power. I tell the Miniftry this as much as I dare, and

fhall -venture to fay a little more to
them."

Afterwards, he gave her an account of the danger

they were in, from the more violent Members of their

own party.

February 18, 1710.

"We are plagued with an October Club, that is,

a fet of above a hundred Parliament-men of the

country, who drink October beer at home, and meet

every evening at a tavern near the Parliament, to con

sult on affairs, and drive things to extremes againft the

Whigs; to call the old Miniftry to account, and get

off five or fix heads. The Miniftry feem not to regard

them ; yet one of them in confidence told me, that

there muft be fomething thought on to fettle things

F 2 better.
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better. I'll tell you one great fecret: the Queen, fen-

fible how much fhe was governed by the late Miniftryj

runs a little into the other extreme; and is jealous in

that point, even of thofe
who got her out of the other'g

hands. The Miniftry is for gentler meafuresj and the

other Tories for more violent. Lord Rivers; talking

to me the other dav, curfed the Paper called the Exa^

miner, for fpeaking civilly of the Duke of Marlbo

rough. This I happened to talk of to the Secretary,
who blamed the warmth of that Lord, and fome others;

and fwore, if their advice were followed, they would

be blown up in twenty-four hours. And I have rea

fon to think, they will endeavour to prevail on the

Queen, to put her affairs more in the hands of a Mini

ftry, than foe does at prefent; and there are two men

thought on, one of whom you have often met the

name of in my
letters."

But though there were many external circumftances

which rendered the fituation of the Miniftry very pre

carious, yet the chief danger arofe from themfelves,

through a want of concert and mutual confidence, fo

neceffary to men embarked in fo difficult an underta

king. This was chiefly owing to the referve and myf-

terious conduct of Mr. Harley, which gave o-reat um

brage to Mr. St. John, and had very nearly occafioned
a breach between them about that time, of which Swift

makes the following mention in his Journal.

Auguft 27, 1711.

"
The Whigs whifper that our Miniftry differ among

themfelves, and they begin to talk out the Secretary.

They have fome reafons for their whifpers; though I
thought it was a.greater fecret. I do not much like
the prefent posture of things j 1 always apprehended

that
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that any falling out would ruin them, and fo I have

told them feveral times."

Befide this referve in the Treaforer, there was a pror
craftination in his temper, which ill fuited fuch a junc

ture of affairs, as required the utmoft vigour and dif-

patch. And though the Secretary was a man of great

parts and fire, yet had he fuch a turn to dissipation, as

made him lofe opportunities, and produced as ill effefts,

as the procrastinating turn of the Treaforer. Of this

Swift complains in the following paffage of his Jour

nal.

October 31, 17 n.

^ The Duce is in the Secretary ; when I went to him

this morning he had people with him ; but fays, we

are to dine with Prior to-day, and then will do all our

bufinefs in the afternoon ; at two, Prior fends word

he is otherwife engaged ; then the Secretary and I go

and dine with Brigadier Britton, fit till eight, grow

merry, no hufinefs done; we part, and appoint no

time to meet again. This is the fault of all the pre

fent Minifters; teafing me to death for my affiftance,

laying the whole weight pf their affairs upon it, and

flipping
opportunities,"

On thefe, and many other accounts, things wore but

a very unpromising afpect on the fide of the Tories;

efpecially as the leaders of the Whig-party were active,

vigilant, let flip no opportunity; and at the fame time,

being exafperated to the laft degree at the lofs of their

power, were determined to ftop at nothing, to compafs

the ruin qf thofe who. had fupplanted them. Yet,

however gloomy the profpect might be, Swift was not

<jf a. tamper to give way to defpondency. It is certain,

F 3 that
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that from the time he took a nearer view of the ftate of

things, he had little hopes that the caufe in whichhe

had engaged would be brought to a happy iffue ; yet

he determined, that, whenever it fhould fail, no part

of the mifcarriage fhould be laid at his door; and ac

cordingly he exerted himfelf with the fame fort of ar

dour, as is ufually raifed only by a nearprofpect of fuc-

cefs, upon vigorous meafures. Not content with per

forming every thing that was allotted to him in his own

department, he let no opportunity flip of urging the
Minifters to do what was proper on their parts. He,
with great freedom, told them of their faults, or omif-

fions, fometimes in a ferious, fometimes in a jocofe

way, as opportunities offered. There is a little anec

dote of that fort, which fhews how freely he indulged

himfelf in this vein. Swift had received a prefent of a

curious fnuff-box from Colonel Hill, beautifully painted
with a variety of figures, which he fhewed to Lord Ox

ford ; who, after having examined the painting on the

lid, and admired the workmanfhip, turned up the bot
tom of the box, where he fpied a figure refemhling a

goofe, ftudded on the outfide of the box; upon which,

turning to Swift, he faid, "Jonathan, 1 think the Co
lonel has made a goofe of

you." " 'Tis true, myLord,"

replied Swift,
« but if you will look a little

farther, you will fee I am driving a foail before
me:"

which indeed happened to be the device. "
That's fe-

vere enough,
Jonathan,"

faid my Lord,
" but I de-

ferved
it."

On another occafion, he obferved to Lord Boling-

broke, that men of great parts are often unfortunate in
the management of public bufinefs, becaufe they are
apt to go out of the common road, by the quicknefs of
their imagination : and he defired his Lordfhip to take

notice, that the Clerks in his Office ufed a fort of ivory
knife*
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knife, with a blunt edge, to divide a fheet of paper,
which never failed to it even, only requiring a fteady
hand ; whereas, if they fhould make ufe of a fharp pen

knife, the lharpnefs would make it go often out of the

creafe, and disfigure the paper.

Thefe friendly admonitions of Swift, though they
might fometimes produce good effects in particular

cafes, when properly timed, yet could they do but

little towards eradicating faults, which feem to have

been in a great meafure conftitutional, and which were

grown too strong by habit to be eafily overcome,

Happy therefore was it for the Miniftry, that they had,
in Swift, fuch a faithful monitor, to remind them of

their errors, and fuch an able coadjutor, to fupply their

deficiencies. As no man perhaps ever poffeffed a greater

degree of natural fagacity than Swift, or was matter of

a deeper penetration from clofe obfervations made on

human nature, he often warned the Minifters of dan

gers in their own fphere, which they did not fee, though

they had the advantage of beingmuch nearer the fprings
of action ; but the acutenefs of his fight more than

made up for the different degrees of diftance. This

was sufficiently fhewn by the event, as all h/s conjec

tures proved to be well-founded ; nor was there a fingle

prognoftic of his that failed. Thefe he was never fpa-

ring to communicate to the Minifters, though the

phlegm of one, and diffipation of the other, generally

rendered fuch notices of little effect. They were in

deed fo very dilatory or remits in their preparations for

the approaching conteft, and their enemies fo vigilant

and active, that their ruin muft inevitably have been

accomplifhed foon after the meeting of the Parliament,

had it not been for the meafures taken by Swift to pre-*

vent it. Finding that he could not roufe the Miniftry
to that activity, which fo critical a juncture required,

F 4 he
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he determined to leave nothing undone, that lay in his

own power, towards the fupport of the common caufe.

There were two points, which he thought of the utmofl:

importance, and which therefore demanded the. higheft

attention : the one was., to put an end to the cabals of

the October Club, which threatened the moft danger

ous confequences to the Ministry : the other was, the

making of a Peace ; without which, it was a maxim

with him that the Miniftry could not stand. The firft

of thefe points he foon accomplifhed. He procured a

meeting of fome of the principal Members of the

.Clubat a tavern ; where he gave them fuch cogent

reafon s for the conduct of the Miniftry, as removed

their fears and jealousies. This Meeting occafioned a

fufpicion in many of the abfent Members, which,was
followed by a division of the Club ; after which, their

meetings being neither fo numerous nor fo frequent,
they gradually dwindled away; and, upon the feafon-

able publication of a little Pamphlet, by Swift, called,
"
Some Advice to the Members of the October Club,"

they were in general fo well fatisfied, that their meet
ings were no more heard of; and thefe very Members
were afterwards the ftauncheft friends that the Miniftry
had in the Houfe of Commons. The affair, of the

Peace was at a greater diftance, and a point of infi-

nitely more difficulty. Neceffary as it was that it fhould
be accomphfhed, in the difpofition that the nation then

was, the Miniftry did not even dare to hint it, and

there was but one way in which they could attempt it,
with the leaft degree of fafety to themfelves; and that
V/as by raffing foch a clamour for Peace, as fhould
make the fteps taken towards it by the Miniftry, 'ap
pear to be in confequence of the attention due to the
general voice of the nation, This Swift undertook to

accompliffi; andwith th^ vkw h? tQQk
unconim(^

pains.
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pains in drawing up that famous political Tract, called,
:The, ConduSt of the Allies ; the effects of which will pre

sently be fhewn.

But Swift had ftill a more difficult point to manage;

and one, which was attended with more immediate
danger than all the reft ; I mean, that of keeping the

Miniftry from quarrelling among themfelves, which he

forefaw muft end in their total destruction •*. The

Treaforer and Secretary were of fuch different difpofi-

tions, and fo little agreed about the means, to be pur-

fued towards the attainment of the common end they

had in view, that it required the utmoft addrefs to pre

vent their cqming to an open rupture; which would

probably have happened, even at that critical time,

had it not been for Swift's interpofition. Perhaps there

was nq man living fo well-qualified for the office of a

mediator betweenthem, as Swift. The cafe required

the conftant interpofition of fome common friend to

both, who fhould not be fufpected of any partiality to

either, or of any interefted views in the advice he

fhould give; at the fame time ofone, who would fpeak

his mind with unlimited freedom to each feparately, or

both.together, without fear of difobliging. He muft

therefore be a man, whofe affiftance was of fo much

moment to each, intheprofecutionpf their feveral de-

figns, that neither would dare to break with the other

unreafonably, left his whole weight fhould be thrown

into the oppofite fcale. And perhaps there was no man

living, at that juncture, whp could perfectly anfwer

this defcription, but Swift. Accordingly we find, that
fqr the fpace of mqre than two years afterwards, though

*
Swift, in a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin, fays,

" I take

the fafety of the prefent Miniftry to corifift in the agreement of three

great men, Lord Keeper* Lord Treafurer, and Mr. Secretary ; and

fo I have told them together, between jell and earneft, and two of them
feparately,'

with more
earneftjiefs."

ther$
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there was much ill blood, and many bickerings between

them, he kept them from coming to an open rupture;

and the incurable breach, which afterwards ensued,

was made during his abfence in Ireland, when he went

to take poffeffion of his Deanry.

In this critical fituation of affairs, and in the midft

of that load of bufinefs which was thrown upon Swift's

fhoulders, let us ftop a while, to admire the vigour

and activity of his mind, which, at fuch a juncture,
could find leifure to throw out, as if it were a holiday

talk, his favourite defign, of eftablifhing the Englifh

language on fome folid foundation.

In a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin, dated

July 12, 171 1, there is this paffage.
" I have been

engaging my Lord Treaforer, and the other great men,

in a project of my own, which they tell me they will

embrace, efpecially his Lordfhip. He is to erect fome

kind of fociety, or academy, under the patronage of

the Minifters, and protection of the Queen, for cor

recting, enlarging, polifhing, and fixing our language.

The methods muft be left to the fociety ; only I am

writing a letter to my Lord Treaforer, by way of
pro-

pofals, and fome general hints, which I defign to pu-

blifh, and he expects from me. All this may come to

nothing, although I find the ingenious and learned men

of all my acquaintance fall readily in with it; and fb I

hope will your Grace, if the defign can be well execu

ted. I would defire at leifure fome of your Grace's

thoughts on this
matter."

As the time of the Parliament's meeting approached,

which was to decide the fate of the parties, Swift ap
plied himfelf clofely to the finifhing of a work, from

which great matters were expected,
toward-

inclining
people to the main object of the Miniftry, a Peace.

His
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His firft mention of it to Stella, is in his Journal,
October 2,6, 171 1. "We have no quiet with the

Whigs, they are fo violent againft a Peace; but I will
cool them, with a vengeance, very foon. I have writ
ten a paper, which the Minifters reckon will do abun

dance of good, and open the eyes of the nation, who

are half bewitched againft a Peace. Few of this gene

ration can remember any thing but war and taxes, and

they think it is as it fhould be; whereas.it is certain

we are the moft undone people in Europe, as I am afraid

I fhall make appear beyond all contradiction."

Upon the meeting of Parliament, on the 7 th ofDe

cember, 171 1, Swift's apprehensions and prognofticks

proved to be but too well founded. He faw clearly,
that if the Queen did not ftand firm in fupport of the

Miniftry, they were undone ; and from a knowledge of
her temper, he dreaded fome change in her, from the

influence which the
* Duchefs of Somerfet had over

her; who had fucceeded the Duchefs of Marlborouo-h,
in her favour, and whofe hufband^-was avowedly bent

on the destruction of the Miniftry. His fears proved
indeed to have been too well founded. What paffed

on this occafion, is thus related in his Journal, Decem

ber 7, j 71 1.
<f The Earl of Nottingham began, and

fpoke againft a Peace, and defired, that in their Ad-

drefs they might put in a claufe, to advife the Queen

not to make a Peace without Spain ; which was deba

ted, and carried by-the Whigs, by about fix voices, in

a Committee of the whole
Houfe."

The queftion's

being then carried againft the Miniftry, was no fmall

furprife to them, as they did riot expect it, though

* In a letter to the Archbifhop ofDublin, Swift fays,
" You know

the Duchefs of Somerfet is a great favourite, and has got the Duchefs

of Marlborough's key. .Sheis infinuating, and a woman of intrigue ;
and will, I believe, do what ill offices fhe can to the

Secretary."

a Swift
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Swift had often warned them of it, and pointed Out

the means by which it would be effefted. But the be

haviour of the Queen, upon that occafion, was fuch a

thunderclap, as perfectly
aftounded them, and made

them give over all as loft. This circumstance is thu$

related by Swift in his Journal, December 8, 171 1.

«When the Queen was going from the Houfe
.of

Lords, where fhe fate to hear the debate, on the 7th of

December, 17 11,
the Duke of Shrew/bury, Lord

Chamberlain, afked her Majefty, whether he, or the

Great Chamberlain Lindfay, ought to lead her outj

foe anfwered fhort,
' Neither of

you,'

and gave her

band to the Duke of Somerfet, who was louder than

any in the
Houfe againft a

Peace."

This behaviour of

the Queen could be conftrued in no other light than a

defertion of the Miniftry, and accordingly it produced

fuch an effect, that Swift tells us,
" the claufe was carr

ried the next day, in the Houfe of Lords, almoft two

to The confequences of this, are thus defcribed

by Swift, in his History of the Peace of Utrecht,.

'* When this Addrefs, againft any Peace without Spain,

lie. was carried in the Houfe of Lords, it is not eafy

to defcribe the effect it had upon moft men's paffions,.

The partifans of the old Miniftry triumphed loudly,

and without any referve, as if the game were their own.

The Earl of Wharton was obferved in the Houfe to

fmile, and to put his hands to his neck, when any of

the Miniftry was fpeaking ; by which he would have it

underftood, that fome heads were in danger. Parker,

the Chief-Juftice, began already, with great zeal and

officioufnefs, to profecute authors arid printers of

Weekly and other Papers, and written in defence of

the Administration : in fhort, joy and vengeance fat vi

able in every countenance of thar, party.
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*fc On the other fide, all well-wifhers to the Church,

the Queen, or the Peace, were equally dejected ; and

the Treaforer flood the foremost mark, both of his

enemies fury, and the cenfure of his friends. Among

the latter, fome imputed this fatal mifcarriage to his

procrastinating nature; others, to his immeaforable

publick thrift ! Both parties 3greed, that a Firft Mini-

fter, with Very moderate fkill in affairs, might eafily

have governed the events ; and fome began to doubt,

whether the great fame of his abilities, acquired in

other ftations, were What he juftly
deferved."

Swift

gives the following account of his firft interview with

the Lord Treaforer on this occafion, in his Journal,

December 8, 171 1. "Mr. Mafham begged us to

flay, becaufe Lord Treaforer would call, and we were

refolved to fall on him about his negligence in fecuring
a Majority. He came, and appeared in good humour,

as ufual, but I thought his countenance was much caft

down. I raillied him, and defired him to give me his

ftaff, which he did; I told him, if he would fecure it

me a week, I would kt all right : he afked, how ? I

faid I would immediately turn Lord Marlborough, his

two daughters, the Duke and Duchefs of Somerfet,

and Lord Cholmondeley, out of all their employments;

and I believe he had not a friend but was of my opi

nion. Arbuthnot afked, How he came not to fecure

a Majority ? He. could anfwer nothing, but that he

could not help it, if people would lie and forfwear. A

poor anfwer for a great Minister. There fell from him

a Scripture expreflion, that the hearts of Kings are
un-

fearchable. I told him, it was what I feared, and was

frpm him the worft news he could tell me. I begged

him to know what we had to truft to : he ftuck a little,

but at laft bid me not fear, for all would be well
yet."

Swift's
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Swift's private fentiments on the occafion, are thus

expreffed in his Journal, December 8, 171 1. "This

is a long Journal, and of a day, that may produce

great alterations, and hazard the ruin of England.

The Whigs are all in triumph. They foretold how all

this would be, but we thought it boafting. Nay, they

fay the Parliament fhould be diffolved before Chrift-

mas, and perhaps it may. This is all your d d

D 0f S t's doing : I warned the Minifters of it

nine months ago, and a hundred times fince. The Se

cretary always dreaded it. I told Lord Treaforer I

fhould have the advantage of him, for he would lofe

his head, and I fhould only be hanged, and fo carry

my body entire to the
grave."

December 1 5, 1 7 1 1.
" Here are the firft fteps to

wards the ruin of an excellent Miniftry, for I look

upon them as certainly ruined. Some are of opinion

the whole Miniftry will give up their places next week;

others imagine, when the feffion is over. I dorefolve,
if they give up, or are turned out foon, to retire for

fome months, and I have pitched upon the place al

ready : I would be out of the way, upon the firft of the

ferment; for they lay all things upon me, even fome I

have never
read."

Lord Oxford now perceived the ill effects of his too

great fecurity ; but as he was a of great firmnefs

of mind, inftead of being daunted at the dangerous

fituation of affairs, he applied himfelf vigoroufly to re

trieve what had been loft. >£wift fpeaks of him as a

man fruitful in expedients, and fays,
" He neverwanted

a relerve upon any emergency, which would appear

defperate to others :
"

and never did any occafion call

more for the exertion of fuch talents. The firft necef

fary ftep was to get the Queen back out of the hands

into which fhe had fallen, and then to fix her fteadily in

the
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the pursuit of his meafures. He had the addrefs very

foon to regain the Queen's favour and confidence ; and

the firft ufe he made of it was to restore the Majority
he had loft in the Houfe of Lords, by engaging her to

create twelve new Peers at once. This, it muft be al

lowed, was a defperate ftep, but the defperate ftate of

their affairs required it. Swift, in fpeaking of this

point, fays,
"
Yet, after all, it is a ftrange, unhappy

neceffity, of making fo many Peers together; but the

Queen has drawn it upon herfelf by her trimming and
moderation."

This could not fail, however, ofraifing
great clamours and jealoufies in the people.

"
The

adverfe
party,"

(fays Swift in his Hiftory)
"

being thus
driven down by open force, had nothing left but to

complain, they loudly did : that it was a perni

cious example fet for ill Princes to follow, who, by the

fame rule, might make at any time a hundred as well

as twelve; and by thefe means become matters of the

Houfe of Lords, whenever they pleafed, which would

be dangerous to our
liberties."

This unpopular meafure was quickly followed by
another, which raifed a univerfal clamour both at home

and abroad ; and that was, the difmifiing of the Duke

of Marlborough from all his employments. This act,

whatever danger might attend it, was, to the
Miniftry,'

an act of neceffity ; formatters were then carried to

fuch a height, that there was no alternative, but either

the Duke, or the Miniftry, muft fall. However,
though it kept them in for the time, it rendered their

fituation exceedingly precarious. The people, alarmed

at the difmiffal of fo great and fortunate a General, in

the midft of a war, expected nothing to follow but a

fhameful Peace. The clamour for the continuance of

the war, became louder than ever, which was helped

on by the prefence of Prince Eugene, who had lately
arrived
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arrived in England, with the largeft propofals from thtf

Emperor for that purpofe. All the Envoys from the

Allies beftirred themfelves every
where to raife a fpirit

for War ; and the Whigs, enraged to the laft degree,

at the total lofs of their power, by the fall of their

Chief, left no ftone unturned to roufe the people. In

a short time, the
nation feemed to have but one voice,

which was, for the
continuance of the war; and it was

certain, that
if the Miniftry could not carry a Peace;

it was impossible they fhould ftand. In this critical fi

tuation affairs it was, that Swift's talents fhone forth

in their higheft luftre. It was at this juncture, that his

celebrated political Tract, called, The Condutl of the

Allies, produced fuch marvellous effects. Never did

anything
of that nature caufe fo fudden a change in

the minds of the
people. It immediately paffed through

feven editions, and eleven thoufand of them were fold

in lefs than a month. The Members, during the re-

cefs, had full time to read and confider it well; and

Swift, in his Journal, gives the following account of

the effects which it produced, February 4, 17 11.

" The Houfe of Commons have this day made many

fevere votes about our being abufed by our Allies.

Thofe who fpoke, drew all their arguments from my

book, and their votes confirm all I wrote. The Court

had a majority of 150. All agree, that it was my

book that fpirited them to thefe
refolutions."

And

fhortly afterwards, fpeaking on the fame fubject, he

fays, February 8. " The refolutions, printed the other

day in the votes, are almoft quotation's from it, and

would never have paffed, if that book had not been

written."

That Swift had taken uncommon
'

pains

about this Tract, appears from another paffage, where

he fays,
" It is fit it fhould anfwer the pains I have been

at about
it."

Thus did the Doctor amply fulfil his

prediction
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^diction with regard to this book, in a paffage before

Cited; where he fays;
tc We have no quiet with the

Whigs; they are fo violent againft a Peace ; But I will

tool them with a vengeance, very
foon."

The voice

of the Commons was immediately backed by a oreat

rhajdrity without doors, Who were made converts by the
fame arguments. Thus Was the Miniftry indebted to

Swift, not only for their immediate preferVation, from

a deftfuctiort which feemed inevitablej but for fuch a

folid eftablifhriient in future; as could neither be Un*

dermiried or fhaken by the arts or violence of their ene

mies 5 ahd they had nothing to fear, but from their o.wri

diffentions among themfelves. After fo fignal a fer*

Vice, it is rto wonder that he grew into the deepeft con
fidence'

with them, and that they ever after eherifhed

him in their bofoms.

As the Miniftry were now at full liberty to purfoe

their political plan With fefcurityj and to take all proper

meafures towards bringing about a Peace j Swift, whofe

active fpirit feems to have known no reft at that junc

ture, and who was eager to make ufe of the Influence^

he had obtained; towards doing fome great public

good; laid hold of this opportunity to prefs his plan of

an academy. In a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin;
March 29, 1712, he fays,

" I lately Wrote a letter of

about thirty pages to Lord Treaforer, by way of pro-

pofal fof ari academy, to correct; enlarge; and after*

tain the Englilh language : and he and I have named

above twenty perfons of both parties to be members.

I will fhortly print the letter, ahd I hope fomething of

it. YoUr Grace fees I am a projector
too/1

In a fob-

fequent one; he fays, upon the fame fubjett,
"

My
Lord Treaforer has often promifed he will advance my

defign of in academy, fo have my Lord Keeper, and

all the Minifters j but they are now too bufy to think
G <sf
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of any thing beside what they have upon the
anvil.-

My
Lord Treaforer and I have already pitched upon twenty
members of both parties ; but perhaps it may all come

to
nothing."

And afterwards, in another letter, he fays,
"

As.for

an academy to correct and fettle our language, Lord
Treaforer talked of it often very warmly; but I doubt
is yet too bufy until the Peace be

over."

Swift indeed foon found, that his eagernefs to ac-

complifh a point, which he had fo much at heart, had
made him puih it at an improper feafon; not only as

the hands of the Miniftry were full, but as he himfelf
had work enough cut out for him of another kind. A
numerous body of the Whig writers were continually
affaulting the Miniftry, with the utmost violence; and

they relied, for their defence, on the single arm of their

doughty champion, Swift.

.

On the other fide, the two champions, on whom the
Whigs moft depended, were Bifhop Burnet and Mr.
Steel (afterwards Sir Richard) well known to the world
as writer of the greatest number of thofe ingenious
Effays, which appeared under the titles of the Tatlersg
Spectators, and Guardians. They placed great hopes
in two pamphlets, publifhed about this time ; one by
Bjfoop Burnet, under the title of An InfroduStim to the
third Volume of his Hifiory of the Reformation.- the other
by Mr. Steele, called, The Crifis. Thefe two were

immediately anfwered by Swift, with fuch infinite hu^

mour wit, ridicule, and strength of argument, as not

only blunted the edge of thofe pieces, but lowered the
confequence of the Authors themfelves fo much,- by
raffing the laugh ftrongly againft them, as- to deprive
them of the power of doing future mifchief. We may
judge of the effect which thofe two pamphlets muft

have produced at- that critical time, when we c-onfider

with
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with what delight they are read at this day, oh accounc

of their intrinsic merit, though we are little interefted

with regard. to the events which gave them birth; This

indeed distinguishes Swift's political tracts from all

others; that thefe were written for a day; his, for per

petuity: they borrowed their chief merit from circum

stances and times; his, from the immehfity of his ge

nius; their chief value arofe from faihion; his, from

Weight. And he feems to have had the fame advantage

over his antagoriifts, as Homer has given to Achilks,

by cloathing him in celestial armour; and furnilhing
him with weapons Of ethereal temper.

It may perhaps feem forprifingj that after fo many
and fuch important fervices, Swift fhould have re

mained fo long without preferment; or reward of any
kind ; and the Miniftry h'ave on that account been char

ged with ingratitude towards him. But they were far

from being unmindful of his merits,, and had recom=

mended him to the Queen to fill a vacant Bifhoprick*

But the Duchefs of Somerfet, who entertained an im

placable hatred againft him; determined to move Hea

ven and Earth, to prevent his promotion taking place.

She firft prevailed on the Archbifhop of York to oppofe

it, Whofe remarkable expression to the Queen was; That

herMajefty .fhould befure that theman whom,fhewasgoing to

make a Bifhop, was a Chriftian. But as he could give no

better colour for this furmife; than that Swift was fup
pofed to be the Author of the Tale of a Tub; the

Bifhop was confidered as acting officidufly, out of too

indifcreet a zeal; and his interpofition was of no avail.

The Duchefs then went in perfon to the Queen, and,

throwing herfelf on her knees; entreated, with tears in

her eyes, that fhe would not give the Bifhoprick to

Swift; at the fame time prefenting to her that excef-

fively bitter copy of verfes*, which Swift had written

G 2 againft
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againft her, called, TheWindfor Prophecy. The Queen1,;

upon reading
them,, was ftung with refentment at the

veryfevere treatment which he had given to a Lady, who

was known to ftand highly in her favour, and as a mark

of her difpleafure, paffed Swift by, and beftowed the

Bithoprick on another.

As- foon as it was known that Swift was in difgrace

with the Queen, his enemies began to attack him from

all quarters; and-, as is ufual in fuch cafes, his Court

friends in general either deferted him, or looked coldly

on him. There were feveral fpeeches made againft-

him, both in the Houfe of Lords and Commons; par

ticularly by the Earl of Nottingham in the former, and

Mr. Walpofe (afterwards Sir Robert) and Mr. Aiflabie>
who had before profeffed much friendfoipfoc him, in

the latter. The Scotch Lords went in a- body to the

Queen, to complain of the Author of a Pamphlet,
called Thepublicfpirit of the Whigs,- in which were ma

ny paffages highly injurious to the honour of their na

tion, and desiring that the Author might be brought to

condign punifhment. Accordingly, a reward was- of

fered by proclamation, of three hundred pounds, fo?

the difcovery of the Author of that piece. But Swift

was a man of too much courage, and knew his own

strength toowell, to be much alarmed at ail thefe threat-1

ening appearances. Inftead of retiring,, he ftood boldly
on his defence. Plis friend Lord Oxford too,, and the

reft of the Miniftry, efpoufed his caufe fo warmly, and

exerted their influence fo ftrongly in his behalf, that
he foon appeared again at Court in higher, favour than
ever.

In April 1713, foon after the conclufion of the peace,
he was appointed Dean of St. Patrick's in Dublin; and

in the beginning of June following he fet out for Ire

land, in order to be inftalkd. His intention was,, to

take
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take up his residence there for fome time; but theMi

niftry, to whom his prefenCe was become neceffary,

would not suffer it ; and were fo importunate for his

return, that, after he had paffed
thro'

the neceffary

forms, and recovered from an indifpofition, which had

confined him fome rime at his living in the country, he

returned to London,
tho'

very unwillingly *. Upon

his arrival, he found his prefence neceffary on two very

material accounts. One was, to prevent If poifible z",

rupture between the Ministers, which was daily threat

ened, as they had no longer the tie of common danger

to cement them, fince the conclusion of the Peace:

the other was, to defend the Articles of that Peace;

which were now violently attacked. In the former of

thgfe points, he fucceeded for fome time fo far as to

make them keep fair appearances towards each other,

whatever ill will might be rankling in their hearts. And

with regard to the latter, he applied himfelf to the

finifhing of the History of the Peace of Utrecht, in

which he had made a conftderable progrefs, before he

had gone to take pofleflion of his Deanery. He was

likewife particularly employed at this juncture with re

lation to the affairs of Ireland, where party-rage had

at that time broken out into feveral violent and danger

ous acts. When he had finifhed the History, he put

it into the hands of Lord Oxford and Lord Boling-

broke, in order that it might be publifhed ; and foon

after returned to his Deanry. But he had fcarcely ar

rived there, when there were a f hundred letters fent

• In a letter to the Archbifhop of Publiij, dated from Ireland, he

fays, " If your Grace goeth to London from the Bath, I believe I may
ha»e the honour- ofwaiting on you,

altho'

I fhall do all in my powef

to fave the trouble of fuch a journey, which neithermy fortune normy
iftalthwill very well

bear."

f See Swjft's letter to the late Earl of Oxford,

G J after
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after him to recall him. with all fpeed, in order to uf&

his endeavours to reconcile theMinisters ; who, foon af

ter he had turned his back, had come to an open rupture,

Upon this intelligence. Swift returned immediately,
tho'

he had fcarce been a fortnight in Dublin. Uport

his arrival, he contrived to bring Lord Oxford and

Lord Bolingbroke together at Lord Mafham's; where

he was left alone with them, and expostulated freely
with both, but to little effect. However, they agreed tq
go toWindfor together the next day. Swift, hoping they
might come to a more free explanation in a tete a the,
than in the pretence of a third perfon, preteqded bufiT
nefs the next morning, and fent them together toWind

for. He followed foon after, but found his fcheme
had not produced the defired effect. He had one meet

ing more with them, and finding the breach irrecon

cilable, he told them he refolved to retire, faying
that, as he was a common friend to both, he would

not, upon a breach, take part with either. And as he
forefaw nothing from their difonion, but what would
be fatal to the general intereft, he was determined to

have no farther concern with public affairs. Swift on
ttiis occafion afted the part of a zealous and disinte
rested friend, but he found no one to fecond himj
which he laments in feveral places, as he imagined if
Others had done their duty a reconcilement might have
been effected. In a letter to Mr. Pope, he fays "I

only wifo my endeavours had focceeded better, in the
great point I had at heart, which was that of reconcil

ling the Minifters to each other. This might have
been done, if others, who had more concern, Sid more

influence, would have acted their parts; and if this
had focceeded, the public intereft, both of Church
and State, would not have been the worfe, nor the

Protestant Succeffion endangered."

But Swift was,

probably



DOCTOR S'WlFT. 87

ppebably the only man among them, who had either

the intereft of the public, or of theMinifters at heart ;

the reft feem rather to have been wholly intent upon

confiderihg how their own private advantage might be

promoted by this breach, and lifted themfelves under

the feveral leaders with this view.- Had Swifc been a

felfifh man, he might
certainly'

have made what
terms'

he pleafed ; as his weight, thrown into either fcale,

would have been of great moment. But he was actu*

ated upon this occafion by that high principle of ho

nour, from which he never fwerved in the whole courfe

of his life.

*
By faction tir'd, with grief he waits a-while*
His great contending friends to reconcile.

Performs what friendfhip, juftice, truth require;

What could he more, but decently retire ?

After his laft fruitlefs conference with the Minifters,

Swift immediately retired, as he faid he would, to a

friend's houfe in Berkfhire. But this retirement was

not owing to a timid difpofition, which might prompt

him to be out of harm's way at this dangerous June-;

ture; nor to a principle of trimming, which might in

duce him to lie upon the lurch 'till he faw which party

in the Miniftry fhould gain the afcendant; no, it was

from a motive confonant to the nobleness of his mind.

He had already acquitted himfelf to the utmoftin point

of friendfhip to the,Minifters ; and by endeavouring to

unite them, had taken the fhorteft and forest way to

ferve the common caufe. When this was found im->

practicable, he thought his duty to the. public, at fo

Critical a conjuncture, paramount to all other consider

ations whatfoever; he therefore retired, in-order to,

* Swift's verfes on himfelf^

G 4
have
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have leifure to lay open to the World the true caufe'sief

the violent diforders. of the State, let it offend whom h-

Would; and to point out the only remedies that coul4

effect a cure, however unpalatable they might prove to

fome of his belt friends. It was on this occafion that

he wrote that fpirited Pamphlet, called, Some fret
Thoughts upon theprefent State ofAffairs ; in which, with

great b.oldnefs, he charges the Minifters as, the chief

caufes of the reigning diforders, from their mifconduct}

and lays the greareft load of blame on the Wan whom,

he loved beft in the world, Lord Oxford. Acting in

this, like a friendly and fkilful forgeon, who lays, open

the fore to the bottom, however painful the operation;

may prove to the patient, when he fees no other Way

Of preventing a gangrene. The general blame which

he throws out upon the Miniftry, is prefaced in this.

manner : ff It may be matter of no little admiration,

to consider, in fome lights, the ftate of affairs among
us for four years paft. The Queen, finding herfelf and

the majority of her kingdom grown weary of the aya^

rice and the infolence, the mjftaken politics and de

structive principles of her former Minifters ; calls to

the fervice of the public another fet of men, who, by
confeffion of their enemies, had equal abilities, at

leaft, with their predeceffors; whofe intereft made it

neceffary for them (altho'
their inclinations had been

ptherwife) tq act upon thofe maxims which were moft

agreeable to the Conftitution in Church and State;
whofe birth and patrimonies gave them weight in the

nation, and who (1 fpeak of thofe who were to have the

Chief part in
affairs] had long Jived under the ftridteft

bonds of friendfhip. With all thefe advantages, fop-:

ported by a vaft majority pf the landed intereft, and
{he inferior Clergy to a man, we have feveral times fpen
*lle Prefent Adminiftratipn in the greatest cliftrefs, ancj

Yerj



DOCTOR SWIFT. 89

Very hear the brink of ruin, together with the caufe

of the Church and Monarchy committed to their

charge : neither does it appear to me, at the minute I

am now writing, that their power or duration is upon

any
tolerable foot of Tecurity ; which I do not fo much

impute to the addrefs and induftry of their enemies, as

to fome failures among themfelves, which I think have

been full as vifible in their caufes, as their
effects."

He then proceeds tp enumerate feveral of thofe fail

ings, among which, that which is mentioned in the

following paragraph is particularly levelled at Lord

Oxford. " I muft therefore take theboldnefs to affert,

that all thefe difcontents, how ruinous foever they may

prove in thgir confequences, have moft unneceffarily

arifen from the want of a due communication and concert;

Every man muft have a light fofficient for the length of

the way he is appointed to go: there is a degree of

confidence due to all ftations ; and a petty conftable

will neither aft chearfuljy, nor wifely, without that

fhare of it, which properly belongs to him :
altho'

the

main fpring of awatch be out of fight, there is an in

termediate communication between it and the fmalleft

wheel, or elfe no ufefol motion could be performed.

This referved, mysterious way of acting, upon points

where there appeared not the lead occafion for it, and

towards perfons, who, at leaft in right of their pofts,

expected a more open treatment, was imputed to fome

hidden defign, which every man conjectured to be the

yery thing he was moft afraid of,

" But the effects of this
myftical'

manner of proceed-J

jng did not end here : for the late diffentions between

the great men at Court (which have been for fome time

paft the public entertainment of every coffee-houfe)

are faid to have arifen from the fame fountain ; while,

en one fide, very great referve? and certainly very great

refentment



9o
THELIFEOF

refentment on the other, have inflamed animosities to

fuch a height, as to make all reconcilement impracti

cable. Suppofing this to be true, it may ferve for a

great leffon of humiliation to mankind, to behold the

habits and pafiions of men, otherwife highly accom-

plifoed, triumphing over intereft, friendfhip, honour,

and their own perfonal fafety, as well as that of their

country; and probably of a moft gracious Princefs,

who had entrufted it to them. A fhip's crew quarrel

ling in a ftorm, or while their enemies are within gun-

fhot, is but a faint idea of this fatal infatuation; pf

which,

altho'

it be hard to fay enough, fome people

may think
perhaps I have already faid too

much,"

From the above paffages, it is clear that Swift was

determined not to fpare the incifion knife on this occa

fion. And from the whole drift of the pamphlet, it is

highly probable, he had difcovered thrt both Lord Ox

ford and Lord Bolingbroke, had long fince loft fight of

the public intereft, which had at firft cemented them,

and had each no other object in view, but that of gra

tifying his ambition. It could not efcape aman of his

penetration, that they were in the condition of Pompey
and Csfar ; whereof the one could not bear an equal,

nor the other a foperior. He refolved therefore to fe-

parate himfelf from them both, and try what he could

do apart for the public intereft. As he found private

admonition ineffectual to perfoade, he determined to

try whether public fhame, and the fear of the total de

sertion of their party, might not compel them to a dif-

charge of their duty. He pointed out the only means

which could effectually put things once more on a pro

per footing; and as he well knew Lord Oxford's un-

willingnefs to purfoe thofe means, he was refolved to

drive him to it,
thro'

the fear of his being deferted

Otherwife both by his party, and the Queen ; which is

evidently
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evidently the tendency of the laft paragraph in this

piece.
"

To conclude ; the only way of fecufing the

Conftitution in Church and State, and confequently this

very
Protestant Succession itfelf, will be the leffening

the power of our domeftjc adverfaries as much as can

possibly confift with the lenity of our Government ; and

if this be not fpeedily done, it will be eafy to point where

the nation is to fix the blame : for, we are very well
affu-

red, that fince the account her Majesty received of the

pabals, the triumphs, the infolent behaviour of the

whole faction during her late illnefs at Yfwdfor, fhe has

been as willing to fee them deprived of all power to do mif~

chief us any of her moft zealous and loyal fubjects can
defire."

There was no opportunity however of trying what

effect this Piece would have had, as the death of the

Queen, foon after it went to prefs, put a flop to the

publication. This event alfo put an end to all Swift's

noble defigns for the public benefit, and cut off at

once all his own future profpects. This was a terrible

blow tp the .wholeparty; but,
tho'

it was felt by no

pne more feverely than by Swift, he had too much for

titude to fink under it. There is an admirable picture

given of him upon this, occafion, by a few strokes of

the masterly hand of an Arbuthnot *.
" I have feen

a letter from Dean Swift ; he keeps up his noble fpirit^
and

tho'

like a man knock'd down, you may behold

him ftill with a ftern countenance, and aiming a blow

at his
adverfaries."

In a few weeks after this event, Swift returned to

his Deanery in Ireland, where he continued many years
without vifiting England.

Before we accompany him into exiie, for as fuch he

|Jways confidered it, let us take a review of his conduct

letter to Pope*

during
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during the moft diftinguifhed asra of his life, when hfr

had an opportunity of difplaying all the great talents of

his mind, and the excellent qualities of
his heart, in a

moft confpicuous light. His engaging with the new

Miniftry was not either the effect of a fudden refolu

tion, or of accident.
He had long forefeen the change,

and determined what part he fhould take, whenever it

fhould be brought about;
altho'

he prudently con

cealed his thoughts, till the event happened. It was

before mentioned, that Mr. Harley had very nearly

focceeded in fupplanting theWhig Miniftry in the year

1708, two years before he actually effected it. While

this was in agitation, we find that Swift infinuates his

own intentions to his friend the Archbifhop of Dublin,

in a letter dated November 9, 1708.
" Altho' I care

not to mingle public affairs with the intereft of fo pri

vate a perfon as myfelf, yet, upon fuch a revolution,

not knowing how far my friends may endeavour to en

gage me in the fervice of a new Government, I would

beg your Grace to have favourable thoughts of me on

fuch an occafion ; and to affure you, that no profpect of

making my fortune, fhall ever prevail upon me to gd

againft what becometh a man of confcience and truth,

and an entire friend to the eftablifhed
Church."

However, as the defign failed at that time, Swift

made no advances to the Tories, but kept himfelf at

large, waiting for the event ; which he foresaw would

certainly be brought about in time, He had leifure

mean while to lay down to himfelf the maxims by which

his conduct fhould be regulated, whenever fuch a revo

lution fhould take place.

As there was much obloquy thrown on the charac

ter of Swift, on account of his fuppofed defertion of

theWhigs, and going over to the Tories, as foon as

£hey got into power, it will be proper to examine what

founda"



DOCTOR SW
IF*

T.
gJ

foundation the Whigs had for fuch a charge againft

him.

Swift, in his Memoirs relative to the change in the

Queen's Miniftry, gives the following account of his

firft introduction to the Leaders of the Whig party.

Speaking of his Pamphlet, entitled The Contefts and

Diffentions of theNobles and Commons in Athens and Romey

&V . he fays : " This difcourfe I fent very privately ta

the prefs, with the ftricteft injunctions to conceal the

author, and return'd immediately to my residence in

Ireland. The book was greedily bought and read;

and charged, fometimes upon Lord Sommers, and

fometimes upon the Bifhop of Salifoury ; the latter of

whom told me afterwards, that he was forced to difowrt

it in a very public manner, for fear of an impeachment,
wherewith he was threatened.

"

Returning next year for England, and hearing of
the great approbation this piece had received, which

was the firft I ever printed, I muft confers the vanityof

a young man
prevailed with me, to letmyfelf be known

for the\ author: upon which my Lords Sommers and

Hallifax, as well as the Bifhop abovementioned, defi

red my acquaintance, with great marks of efteem, and

professions of kindnefs : not to mention the Earl of

Sunderland, who had been of my old acquaintance.

They lamented that they were not able to ferve me fince

the death of the King, and were very liberal in promi

sing me the greateft preferments I could hope for, if

ever it came in their power. I foon grew domestic with

Lord Halifax, and was as often with Lord Sommers,
as the formality of his nature (the only unconverfable

- fault he had) made it agreeable to me.

" It was then I began to trouble myfelfwith the dif

ference between the principles ofWhig and Tory; ha

ving formerly employed myfelf in orher, and I think,

much
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much better fpeculations : I talked often with Lord

Sommers upon this fobjedt ; told him, that having been

long converfant with the Greek and Roman Authors;

and therefore a lover of liberty* I found myfelf much

inclined to be what they called a Whig in politicks;

and that befides, I thought it impossible, upon any

other principles, to
defend the Revolution : but as to

religion, I confefs myfelf to be a High-Churchman;

and that I did not conceive how any one, who wore the

habit of a Clergyman, could be otherwife. That I

had obferved very
well with what infolence and haughti^

nets fome Lords of. the High-church party treated, not

only their own Chaplains, but all other Clergymen

whatfoever ; and thought this fufficiently recompenfed;

by their professions of zeal to the church. That I had

obferved the Whig Lords took a direct contrary mea-

fure; treated the perfons of particular Clergymen with

great courtefy, but fhewed much ill-will and contempt

for the order in general. That I knew it was neceftarjr

for their party to make their bottom as wide as they

could, by taking all denominations of Protestants to be

members of their body. That I would not enter into

the mutual reproaches made by the violent men on ei

ther fide ; but that the connivance or encouragement

given by the Wkigs, to thofe writers of pamphlets who

reflected on the whole body of the Clergy, without any
exception, would unite the Church, as one man;

to"

oppofe them ; and that I doubted his Lordfhip's friends

did not consider the confequence of this. My Lord

Sommers, in appearance, entered very warmly into the

fame opinion, and faid very much of the endeavours

he had often ufed, to redrefs the evil 1 complained ofj

This his Lordihip, as well as my Lord Halifax, td

whom I have talked in the fame manner, can very well

remember, and I have indeed been told* by an ho-

3 nourable



DOCTOR SWIFT. %

nourable gentleman of the fame party, that both their

Lordfhips, about the time of Lord Godolphin's remo

val, did, upon occafion, call to mind what I had faid

to them five years
before."

Hence it appears evidently, that though Swift agreed

with the Whigs in his political principles, he differed

totally from them in , thofe which regarded the Church,
and therefore was confidered by them only as a half-

brother; on which account they were not veryfolici-

tous to give him any preferment, though they wifhed

to keep upon good terms with him, by making many

fair promifes, which it feems they had no intention to

perform. Of this we have already feen inftances in the

affair of his Secretaryfhip to Vienna, and the Bifhoprick

of Virginia. Stung with this treatment, he broke off

all connection with them long before he had accefs to

any of the Leaders of the Tory party, and while the

Whigs were yet in the plenitude of power. Nay, he

Went farther, and publifhed feveral pieces in oppofition

to their meafures. Of which take the following ac

count, given by himfelf in his Memoirs, &c.
" I

mentioned thefe infignificant particulars, as it will be

eafily judged, for fome reafons that are purely perfonal

to myfelf; it having been objected by feveral of thofe

poor pamphleteers, who have blotted fo much paper to

fhew their malice againft me, thatl was a favourer of

the Low-party. Whereas it has been manifeft to all

men, that during the higheft dominion of that faction,
I had publifhed feveral Tracts in oppofition to the mea

fures then taken, i/or inftance, A Project for the Re

formation of Manners, in a Letter to the Countefs of

Berkeley ; The Sentiments of a Church-6f-England-

Man ; An Argument againft abolifhing Christianity;

and, lastly, A Letter to a Member of Parliament^

againft taking off the Teft in Ireland, which I have al

ready
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readv mentioned -to
have been publifhed at

the'

time
the*

Earl of Wharton was fetting out to his government of

that kingdom.
'

The fame cry about quitting the Whigs was raifed

againft him in Ireland, ofwhich he takes the following

notice, in his Journal to Stella. "

Why fhould thg

Whigs think I came to England to leave them r fore

my journey was no fecret. I protest sincerely I did all

I could to hinder it, as the Dean can tell you, although

now I do not repent it. But who the Devil cares what

they think
? Am I under obligations in the leaft to any

of them all ? Rot them, for ungrateful dogs, I'll make-

them repent their ufage before 1 leave this place. They

fay here the fame thing of my leaving the Whigs; but

they own they cannot blame me, considering the treat

ment I have
had."

On his arrival in London, he fays,
" The Whigs

are"

ravifhed to fee me, and would lay hold on me as a twig,

while they are drowning, and the great men are ma

king me their clumfy apologies, He. But my Lord

Treaforer (Godolphin) received me with a great deal

of coldnefs, which has enraged me fo, I am almoft

vowing
revenge."

Soon after he fays,
" At ten I went

to the Coffee-houfe, hoping to find Lord Radnor,

whom I had not feen. He was there ; and for an hour

and a half we talked treafon heartily againft the Whigs;

their bafenefs and ingratitude. And I am come home

rolling refentments in my mind, and framing fchemes

of revenge ; full of which, having written down fomg

hints, I go to
bed."

In another place,
" 'Tis good td

fee what a lamentable confeffion the Whigs all make

me of my ill ufage, but I mind them not. I am al-<

ready reprefented to Harley as a difcontented perfon;

that was ufed ill for not being Whig enough ; and I

hope for good ufage from
him,"

In a letter to Arch*

bifhop
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bifhop King, September o, 1710, he fpeaks more fully
to the fame effect. c<

Upon my arrival here, I found

myfelf equally careffed by both parties; by one, as a

fort of bough, for drowning men to lay hold of ; anc)

by the other; as one difcohtented with the late men ifi

power, for not being thorough in their deflgns, and

therefore re&dy to approve prefent things. I Was to

vifir. my Lord Godolphin, who gave me a reception

very unexpected, and altogether different from what I

ever received from any great man in my life; altoge

ther fhortj dry, and 'rriorofe ; not worth repeating to

your
Grace,-

Until I have the honour to ft'e
yod."

In his Journal j October a, 17 10, he fays, "Lord

Halifax began a health to me to-day; it was the Re-

furretlion of the Whigs, which I refuted, unlets he would

add their Reformation too : and I told him he was the

Only Whig in England I loved, or had any good opi

nion of
*."

H One

* What obligation Swift had to that Lord, and his party, may be

feen by his indorfement on the following letter, received from Lord

Halifax.

SIR, O3iohtr6i 1709.

My friend, Mr. Addifonj telling me that he was to write to yo'tt

to-night, I could riot let his packet go away, without telling you how

'much I arn concerned to find them returned without you. I am quite

afhnmed for myfelfand my friendsj to fee you left in a place fo inca

pable oftalting you ; and to fee fo much merit, and fo great qualities,

unrewarded by thofe who are fenfible of them. Mr. Add! Ion and I

fire entered into a peAv confederacy, never to give over the purfuit,

tier to eeafe rerrrindiilg thofC who can ferve ydii, till your worth is

placed in that light it ought to fhine ; Dr. South holds out ftill, but

he cannot be immortaL The fituation of his Prebend would make

me doubly concerned in ferving you. And upon all occasions that

ibail,offer; I will be your conftanl folicitor, your fmcere admirer,

and your unalterable fr.iehd. I am your moft
Humble1

and obedient:

fervant. Halifax.

Thus
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One may form a juft idea of the greatnefs of Swift's

refentment, at the treatment he had met with from the

Whigs, from a paffage in his Journal of the following
year, after the wonderful foccefs which his writings

againft them had met with ; where he fays,
" I have

been gaining enemies by fcores, and friends by couples,
which is againft the rules of wifdom ; becaufe they fay,
one enemy can do more hurt, than ten friends can do

good. But I have had my revenge at leaft, if I get no

thing elfe. And fo let fate
govern."

I have been the longer upon this article, becaufe,
however Swift might have been acquitted of this charge

in England, where the real ftate of the cafe was known,
I always found the imputation keep its ground in Ire

land, and his character stigmatized, as that of a turn

coat for preferment, under the Tory-administration.

We have already feen with what eagernefs Lord Ox

ford embraced the first overtures made to him by Swift,
and what pains he took to engage him in his party. < As

Swift well knew his own confequence, and the great

neceffity the new Ministry had for his fervice, it is cer

tain he might have indulged himfelf at fuch a juncture,
in the moft flattering expectations, of rifing foon to the

higheft dignities in his profeffionj and could have

made what terms hepleafed with regard to his own in

tereft, if that had been the chiefpoint he had in view.

But he had long formed in his head fome great plans

for promoting the publick welfare, in regard to which

all considerations of felf, weighed with him but as the <

duft upon the balance. He therefore determined, up-

Thus indorfed by Swift. / kept this lettir as a true originalofCourtiers,
and Court-promfes. And in the firft leaf of a fmall printed book, en

titled,
" Po:fies Chretiennes de Monf. Jollivet," he wrote thefe-iyords,

" Given me by my Lord Halifax, May 3, 1709. I begged it ofhim,.

and defired him to remember, it tuas the only favsur I e-vsr received

from him, or his
party.*'

en
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•On his engaging with the new Miniftry, to make life of

all the weight and credit to which his fervices might

entitle him, in carrying on thofe publick plans, and to

leave the care of his own fortune wholly to chance.

How little folicitous he was about that article, may be

fully feen in a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin, da
ted October. i, 171 1, where he has been very explicit,

both as to his fentiments upon that head, and the con*

.ducthe
was determined to obferve. .

" 1 humbly thank
:yourGrace for the good opinion you are pleafed to have

-of me, and for your advice, which feems to be wholly
grounded on it. As to the firft, which relates to my

fortune, I fhall never be able to make myfelf believed

.how indifferent I am about it. I fometimes have the

•pleafore of making that of others ; and I fear it is too

great a pleafore to be a virtue, at least in me. Perhaps,

in Ireland, I may not be able to prevent contempt, any
other way than by making my fortune; but then it is

my comfort, that contempt in Ireland will be no fort of

mortification to me. When I was laft in Ireland, I was

above half the time retired to one fcurvy acre of ground*
and I always left it with regret. I am as well received

and known at Court, as perhaps any man ever was of

, my level ; I have formerly been the like. I left it

,then,
and perhaps will leave it now, (when they pleafe

to let me) without any concern} but what a few months

will remove. It is my maxim to leave great Minifters

to do as they pleafe ; and if I cannot enough diftinguifh

myfelf by being ufeful in fuch a way, as becomes a man

of confcience and honour, I can do no more ; for I ne

ver will folicit for myfelf, although I often do for
others."

And in another letter to the fame, dated in

the following year, he fays,
" I know nothing of

pro-*

mifes of any thing intended for myfelf ; but I thank

God, 1 am not very warm in my expectations, and know

H 2 Courts
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Courts too well to be furprifed at difappointments j

which, however, I fhall have no great reafon to fear,

if I pave my thoughts any great trouble that way,

which, without affectation,
I do not, although I .can

not expect to be believed when I fay
fo."

In his journal to Stella, where the inmoft receffesof

his heart are opened, he frequent mention of his

little folicirude, and fmall expectation on that fcore.

In one, dated January 1 7 1 1, he fays,
"

My new friends

are very kind, and I have promifes enough,

but'

I do

not count upon them. However, we will fee what may

be done, and, if nothing at all, I fhall not be difap-

pointed."

And in that of the June following,
" Re

member, if 1 am ill ufed, and Ungratefully, as I have

formerly been, it's what I am prepared for, and fhall

not wonder at. Yet I am now envied, and thought in

high favour, and have every day numbers of consider

able men teafing me to folicit for them. And the Mi

niftry all ufe me perfectly well, and all that know them,

fay, they love me. Yet I can count upon nothing, &V.

They think me ufeful, they pretend they were afraid

of none but me, and that they refolved to have me';

they have often confeffed this, yet all makes little irrr-

preffion on
me."

In that of March 17 12, he fays,
" 1 had been with the Secretary before to recommend a

friend, one Dr. Freind, to be Physician-general, and
the Secretary promifed to mention it to the Queen.
I can ferve every body but

myfelf."

There are many
paffages to the fame effect throughout this Journal,
fo that we may conclude with certainty, that the defire
of ferving himfelf was one of the laft motives which

engaged him to enter fo deeply into the political fyftem
at that time. No, he was aftuated by a nobler prin

ciple, a true fpirit of patriotifm. He faw now a fair

opening for the exertion of his extraordinary talents,

in
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in fupport of our excellent Conftitution, both in

Church and State ; an occafion which he had long
waited for with impatience, and which he embraced

with ardour. He had, as he mentions in his Journal

to Stella, great things, in view, to the accomplifhment

of which, he poftponed all confiderations of felf. Be-

fide his political plan, he had formed the defign of

bringing about a general reformation in manners, and

tafte, Which had been much corrupted under theWhig
Admimftration. He was firmly perfoaded, that the

only way to accomplifo thefe points, was to keep them

from ever returning again into power. He had a good

opinion of the. intentions of, the new Miniftry; or,

whether they were firicere or not, the profeffed prin

ciples, upon which they acted, were confonant to his;

He fays, in a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin,
"

Wanting wifdom to judge better, I follow thofe,

who, I think, are moft for preferving the Conftkutipn

in Church and State, without examining whether they

do fo from a principle of virtue, or of
intereft."

And

indeed they were the only perfons that could possibly

have overturned the Whig Administration, or, when

overturned, have kept them out; confequently,. he

could have no hope, but in their continuance in power.

He early faw, and told, the Miniftry, compofed of

Lord Oxford, Lord Bolingbroke, and the Lord Keeper,
that all things depended on their union, and this he often.

repeated to them, when they were together, and fepa

rately to each. But he foon had occafion toobferve,

that two of them were formed of fuch difcordant tem

pers, and had views fo oppofite, as to threaten a fpeedy
breach. To prevent fo great In evil, which would at

once ruin their caufe, and put an end to all.his noble

defigns, he determined to keep himfelf in a fituation,
that would at all times qualify him for the office of a

H 3
media~



roI, THE LIFE OF

mediator between them, and at the fame time glvedu®

weight to his interpofition, by his remaining in a flat©

of utter independence, and receiving no obligation in

return, while
he was daily conferring the greatest upon

them. It was on this account that he refufed to be

Chaplain to Lord Oxford, who made an offer of it to

him, the very day after his being created Lord Oxford,

and appointed Lord Treaforer. In his Journal to

Stella, of the 24th ofMay, 171 1, there is this paffagev

"

My Lord Oxford can't yet
abide- to be called my

Lord; and when I galled him my Lord, he called me

* Dr. Thomas Swift, which he always does when he has

a mind to teafe me. By a fecond hand, he propofed

my being his Chaplain, which I by a fecond hand exe

cuted ; but we had no talk of it to-day ; but I will be

po man's Chaplain
alive,"

And in his Preface to th§

Hiftory of the Four laft Years of Queen Anne, he

fays,
" I abfolutely refufed to be Chaplain to the Lord

Treaforer, becaufe I thought it would but ill become

me to be in a ftate of
dependence."

For the fame rea

fon, very early after his connection with the Ministry,

he refufed to accept of a living from the Lord Keeper,
Which he thus mentions in his Journal.

«' Lord Keepef

told me, fome months ago, he would give me a living
Vhen I pleafed ; but I told him I would not take any

from
him,"

There have been feveral inftances before

given of his early conduct towards the Miniftry, fhew-r

fog, that he expected to be treated by them on a foot

ing of perfect equality j of which he never flipped any

opportunity of reminding them. In a letter to the

Lord Treaforer, he fays, f? When I was with you, I

have faid more than once, that I would never allow that

quality, or ftatioh, made any real difference between;

• A coufin german pf Swift^ whom he held in the utmpft contempt,

wen?
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men. From thefe fentiments, I will never write to you3
if I can help it, otherwife than as to a private perfon,

or allow myfelf to have been obliged by you in any
other- capacity

"

In a letter to Lord Bolingbroke, he

fays,
" I would have you know, Sir, that if the Queen

gave you a Dukedom, and the Garter to-morrow, with

the Treafory juft at the end of them, I would regard

you no more than if you were not worth a
groat."

To

preferve this equality, which he then thought effentiai

to the great points he had in view, it was neceffary he

fhould keep himfelf free from any particular obligation ■,

by which means he was confidered as a common difin-

terefted friend by all the Minifters. And it was in this

capacity that he was to heal many breaches between

them,-
which would have been otherwife incurable; Of

this he makes frequent mention in his Journal. In that

ofAugust, 171 1, he fays, "Do you know that 1 have

ventured all my credit with thefe great Minifters, to

clear fome mifunderftanding between them; and if

there be no breach, I ought to have the merit of it ?

'Tis a plaguy ticklifh piece of work,
and a man hazards

losing both
fides."

In that of October following, is

this paffage.
" The Secretary told me laft night he

had found the reafon why the Queen was fo cold to him

for fome months paft; that a friend had told it to him

yesterday, and it was, that they fufpected he was at the

bottom with the Duke ofMarlborough. Then he faidj

he had reflected upon all I had fpoken to him long ago;

but he thought it had been only my fufpicion, and my

zeal and kindnefs for him. I faid I had reafon to take

that very ill, to imagine I knew fo little of the world,

as to talk at a venture to a great Minister ; that I had

gone between him and Lord Treaforer often, and told

each of them what I had faid to the other; and that I

hid informed" him fo before. He faid all, you may

H 4 imagine,
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Imagine, to excufe himfelf, and approve my conduct.

I told him I kn?w all along, that this proceeding of

mine was the fureft way to fend me back to my willows

in Ireland, but that I regarded it not, provided I could

do the kingdom fervice in keeping them well together.

J minded him how often I had told Lord Treaforer,
Lord Keeper, and him together, that all things de*

pended on their union, and that my comfort was, to

fee them love one another, and I told them all fingly,
that I had not faid this by

chance,"

He. In Septefn*

ber, 1 7 12, he fays, <?I am again endeavouring, as I

was laft year, to keep people from breaking to pieces,

upon a hundred mifonderftandings. One.eannot with

hold them from drawing different ways, while the ene

my is watching to destroy
both."

And in the October

following, he fays, f'l have helped to patch up thefe

people together once more. God knows how long it

may
laft/'

In many other places, he mentions thedif-

agreeable neceffity he was under of. continuing his en-„

deavours in this way, and laments that he could get no

p'ne to fecond him. In his enquiry into the behaviour

of the Queen's laft Ministry, &V. he fays,
"

Neither

perhaps would a reconcilement have been. an affair of

much difficulty, if their friends on both fides had not

too much observed the cpmmon prudential forms of

net wing to intermeddle; which, together with the ad

dition, of a fhrug, was the conftant anfwer I received

from moft of theiri, whepever I preffed them upon the

fubject. And, to fay the truth, moft perfons had fq

avowedly declared themfelves on one fide, or the other,
that thefe two great men had hardly a common friend

jeft, except myfelf. I had ever been treated with great

.kindnefsby them both; and I conceived what I wanted

jn weight and credit, might be made up with sincerity

and, freedom.
• The former they never doubted, and

t!?9
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the latter they had conftant experience of. I had ma

naged between them for almost two years, and their can

dour was fo great, that they had not the leaftjealoufy
or fufpicion of

me."

The truth of this account is con

firmed in a letter written to Lord Bolingbroke, foon

after the Queen!s death, where, fpeaking of the Lord

Treaforer, he, fays,
" I am only forry it was not a resig

nation, rather than a removal; becaufe the perfonal

kindnefs and diftinction I always received from his

Lordihip and you, gave me fuch a love for you both,

(if you great men will allow that expression in a little

pne) that I refolved to preferve it entire, however you

differed between yourfelves; and in this I did for fome

time follow your commands and example. I impute

it more to the candour of each of you, than to my own

conduct, that having been for two years almoft the only

man who went between you, I never obferved the least

alteration in either of your countenances towards
me."

Nothing can fhew the character of Swift in a higher

point of light, than his conduct on this occafion; and

nothing could pofiibly have preferved to him the una

bated love of thefe two great rivals for power; who ba

ted each other mortally, in the difcharge of fo delicate

an office, but the high opinion which each entertained

of his integrity, and perfect difintereftednefs. How

ever, it is certain, that had it not been for his generous

and unwearied endeavours, their whole plan muft have

been destroyed long before, and the Miniftry, and the

party, involved in the fame ruin. So that as they were

indebted to him at firft, for faving them from the at

tacks of their enemies, and eftablifhing them in power,

they were daily afterwards obliged to him for prefer-

ving them in it, by guarding them againft their worst

enemies, their own paffions. Having thus fofpended,

all regard to his own inpereft, after foch important fer-

vices5
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fervices, he had an undoubted claim upon the Mlnw

fters to promote every plan for the good of the public,

and could with a better grace pufh the fortune of

others. Accordingly, we find him bold and frequent

in his recommendations, wherever merit or compaffiofl

called for his assistance. His firft object was to procure

marks of diftinction and reward, to all men of parts

and genius. The claim which he put in on that fcore

to the Miniftry, was not felfifhly confined to his own

perfon, but exadted equally for all others, according
to their feveral pretentions. He infilled, that no difj

tinction of party fhould be made with regard to them;

and that all of that clafs, who had lifted under the ban

ner of theWhigs, fhould ftill be kept in their employ*

ments. In his Journal, he fays,
" Do you know I nave

taken more pains to recommend theWhig Wits to the

favour and mercy of the Minifters, than any other

people. Steele I have kept in his place. Congreve I

have got to be ufed kindly and fecured. Rowe I have

recommended, and got a promife of a place. Philips

I fhould certainly have provided for, if he had not run

party-mad, and made me withdraw my recommenda

tions. I fet Addifon fo right at firft, that he might

have been employed, and have partly fecured him the

place he has ; yet I am worfe ufed by that faction than

any
man."

In another place he is particular in his re

lation of what he had done with regard to'Congreve.

" I went late to-day to town, and dined with my friend

Lewis. I faw Will Congreve attending at the Trea-

fury, by order, with his brethren, the Commiffioners

of the Wine Licences. I had often mentioned him with

kindnefs to Lord Treaforer ; and Congreve told me,

that after they had anfwered to what they were fent for,

my Lord called him privately, and fpoke to him with

great kindnefs, prornifing his protection, &e. The

poor
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poor man faid, he had been ufed fo ijl of late years,

that he was quite aftonifhed at my Lord's goodnefs, &c.

and defired me to tell my Lord fo; Which I did this

evening, and recommended him heartily. My Lord
affured me he esteemed him very much, and would be

always kind to him ; that what he faid was to make

Congreve eafy, becaufe he knew people talked as if his

Lordihip designed to turn every body out, and particu

larly Congreve ; which indeed was true, for the poor

man told me he apprehended it. As I left my Lord

Treaforer, I called on Congreve (knowing where he

dined) and told him what had paffed between my Lord

and me : fo I have made a worthy man eafy, and that's

a gbod day's
work."

But of all the men of parts in the oppofition, Swift

feems to be moft concerned about his
friend'

Addifon,
and on his account about Steele; of which he makes

frequerst mention in his Journal. In that of Oflober

19, 1710, foon after his first introduction to Lord Ox

ford, then Mr. Harley, there is the following paffage.
" I was this morning with Mr, Lewis, the Under Se

cretary to Lord Dartmouth, two hours, talking poli

tics, and contriving to keep Steele in his office of

Stamp-paper.
.

He has loft his place of Gazetteer, three

hundred pounds a year, for writing a Tatler fome

months ago, againft Mr. Harley, who gave it to him

at firft, and raifed the falary from fixty to three hun

dred pounds. This was devilifh ungrateful, and Lewis

Was telling me the particulars; but I had a hint given

jne that I might faVe him in his other employment;

and leave was given me to clear matters with Steele.

Well, I dined with Sir Matthew Dudley, and in the

evening went to fit with Mr. Addifon, and offer the

Shatter at diftance to him, as the difcreeter perfon ;

fcyt found party had fo poffeffed him, that he talked as

5 *
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if he fofpected me, and would not fall in with any thing

Lfaid. So I flopped fhort in my overture, and we

parted very drily; and I fhall fay nothing to Steele,

and let them do as they will; but if things ftand as they

are, he will certainly lofe it, unlefs I lave him ; and

therefore I will not fpeak to him, that I may not report

to his difadvantage. Is not this vexatious, and is there

fo much in the proverb of proffered fervice ? When

fhall I grow wife ? I endeavour to act in the moft exact

points of honour and confcience, and my nearest friends

will not underftand it fo. What muft a man expect

from his enemies ? This would vex me, but it fhall
not."

In that of December following, he fays,
" Mr. Ad

difon and I are different as black and white, and I be

lieve our friendfhip will go off by this damned bufinefs

of party. He cannot bear feeing me fall in fo with

this Miniftry; but I love him ftill as much as ever,

though we feldom
meet/'

In the fame Journal he gives the following account :

" Lewis told me a pure thing. I had been hankering

with Mr, Harley, to fave Steele his other employment,

and have a littlemercy on him ; and I had been faying

the fame thing to Lewis, who is Mr. Harley's chief fa

vourite. Lewis tells Mr. Harley how kindly I fhould

take it, if he would be reconciled to Steele, &c. Mr.

Harley, on my account, falls in with it; and appoints

Steele a time to let him attend him, which Steele ac

cepts with great fubmiffion, but never comes, nor fends

any
excufe. Whether it was blundering, fullennefs,

jnfolence, or rancour of party, I cannot tell ; but I

fhall trouble myfelf no more about him. I believe Ad

difon hindered him out of mere fpite, being grated to

the foul to think he fhould ever want my help to fave

his friend ; yet now he is foliciting me to make another

of



DOCTOR'

SWIFT.*
io9

of his friends Queen's Secretary at Geneva, and I'll do

it if I can ; it is poor Paftora'l
Philips."

In another place he fays,
" I called at the coffee-houfe,

where I had not been in a week, and talk'd coldly a

while with Mr. Addifon ; all our friendship and dear-

nefs are off: we are civil acquaintance, talk words of

courfe, of when we fhall meet, and that's all. Is it

not odd ? but I think he has ufed me ill, and I have

ufedhim too well, "at leaft his friend
Steele."

In a few weeks after, he writes thus:
" I went fo

Mr. Addifon, and dined with him at his lodeings; I

had not feen him thefe three weeks. We are grown

common acquaintance, yet what have I not done for

his friend Steele ? Mr. Harley reproached me the laft

time I faw him, that to pleafe me he would be recon

ciled to Steele, and had promifed and appointed to fee

him, and that Steele never came. Harrifon, whom

Mr. Addifon recommended to me, I have introduced to

the Secretary of State, who has promifed me to take

care of him. And I have reprefen ted Addifon himfelf

fo to the Miniftry, that they think and talk in his fa

vour, though they hated him before. Well, he is now

in my debt, and there's an end; and I had never the

leaft obligation to him, and there's another end.

In the following year, May 171 1, He fays, "Steele

has had the affurance to write to me, that 1 would en

gage my Lord Treaforer to keep a friend of his in em

ployment."

And in his Journal of July following; he

fays,
" Mr. Addifon and I have at laft met again. I

dined with him and Steele to-day at young Jacob
Ton-

fon's. Mr. Addifon and I talked as ufual, and as if

we had feen one another yefterday ; and Steele and I

were very eafy, although I wrote him a biting letter,
in anfwer to one of his, where he defired me to recom

mend a friend of his to Lord
Treaforer."

In the year
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1 71 a, we find he had brought Addifon fo far about as

to dine with Lord
Bolingbroke. In his Journal of that

vear he fays,
" Addifon and I, and fome others, dined

with Lord Bolingbroke, and fate with him 'till twelve.

We were very civil, but yet, when we grew warm, we

talked in a friendly manner of party. Addifon railed

his objections, and Lord Bolingbroke anfwered them

with great

From all thefe accounts, we may fee what an amazing

difference there was between the minds of Swift and

Addifon. What a grandeur in the one, what a little -

nefs in the other ! Swift, though deeply engaged with

the fuccefsful party, ufing all his endeavours to prevent

a difference in politics, from creating a difunion among

men of °enius, Addifon, from a narrownefs of mind,

growing
cool to a man for whofe talents he had profeffed

the higheft admiration, and for whofe perfon the warmeft

regard, merely becaufe they were of different parties.

Swift, in the plenitude of power, when another would

have been glad of fo fair a pretence for breaking off all

commerce with him, perfeveres in his good offices to

wards him, as if their friendfhip were ftill mutual and

inviolate; fets him on a good footing with the Mini

ftry, and preferves him and his friends, notwithftand-

ing the ill behaviour of the latter, in their employ

ments. Addifon, notwithftanding he had forfeited all

pretentions to Swift's friendfhip by his unmanly beha

viour, and during the continuance of his coldness, is

mean enough to folicit Swift's intereft in favour of fome

of his friends. Swift, though never under the leaft

obligation to Addifon when he was in power, exerts

his intereft as if he had been under the higheft, and

among others, procures for Harrifon, one of Mr. Ad-

difon's recommending, an employment of no lefs than

twelve hundred pounds a year. When indeed Steele

had
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had the affurance, as Swift juftly expreffes it, of de-

firino-
the fame favour, he fhews what a difference he

made,between the men, by fending him, as he calls it,

a
bitino-

anfwer. Whether it was this which exafperated

Steele, or from whatever other caufe it were, he fome

time after wrote a virulent paper in the Guardian againft

Swift, which produced fome fevere expoftulations on

his part, to be feen in the letters that paffed between

them on that occafion. Where, on Steele's part, we

find the higheft infolence, added to the bafeft ingrati-

tude ; as will immediately appear on a view of thofe

letters. Swift, in one to Addifon upon this fubject,

had faid,
" Have I deferved this ufage from Mr, Steele,

who knows very well, that my Lord Treafurer has

kept him in his employment, upon my intreaty and in-

terceffion
?"

This charge .Steele anfwers in the moft in-

fulting manner, thus, 'They laugh at you, if they

make you
believe your interpofition has kept me thus

long in ,
To this Swift in his reply, fays,

" The

cafe was th»s : I did with the utmoft application, and

defirino-
to lay all my credit upon it, defire Mr. Harley

(as he was then called) to fhew you mercy. He faid

he would, and wholly upon my account : that he would?

appoint you a day to fee him ; that he would not ex

pect, you fhould quit any friend or principle. Some-

days after, he told me he had appointed you a day, and

you had not kept it; upon which he reproached me,

as engaging for more than I could anfwer-, and-advifed

me to.be more cautious another time. I told him, and

defired my Lord Chancellor and Lord Bolingbroke to-

be witnefTes, that I never would fpeak for or againft

you, as long as I lived ; only I would defire, and that.

it was ftill my opinion, you fhould have mercy, 'till

you gave farther provocations. This is the hiftory of

what you think fit to call, in the fpirit of insulting,.

their
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their laughing at me. And you may do it fecurely'f

for, by the moft inhuman dealings, you have wholly

put it out of my power, as a Christian, to do you ths

leaft ill
office."

After having read the feveral paffages relative to

Steele, before quoted in the Journal, no one can doubt

but that Swift has here fairly ftated the cafe, and that

he might even have put it in. a stronger light. It is

hard to fay whether Steele's weaknefs of head, or bad*

nefs of heart, were moft confpicuous in this tranfactiott,

Caufelefsly to attack and infult a man, to whom he lay
under fuch obligations, argued great bafenefs ; and his

defence of himfelf, by denying an obligation fo noto-

rioufly conferred,
ftill more fo. And to provoke a man

to prove the reality of his charge, that it was he alone

who had hitherto kept him in his employment, by get

ting him immediately difcharged from it, which Swift

could have done by fpeaking a word, was forely weak.
But in that point he was fecure, he knew his man too

well : He knew Swift was incapable of amean revenge*

He might, as Swift nobly fays to him,
c do it fecurely

" for, (as he adds) by the moft inhuman dealings, you

have wholly put it out of my power, as a Christian, to

do you the leaft ill
office."

Yet, though Swift was

above a revenge of this fort, he thought himfelf called

upon to anfwer his challenge, as a Writer, and chaftife

his infolence in his own way. Which he afterwards did

fo effe&ually, in his famous Pamphlet, called The Pu

blic Spirit of the Whigs, and in feveral fubfequent pieces,

that, from being an Author of fome eminence, Steele

became for fome time an object of ridicule and con

tempt. How weak, or how. vain muft the man have

been, to have defied fuch a champion to fo unequal a

combat ! I have been the longer in the derail of this

tranfadlion, becaufe it is, perhaps, the only inftance to

be
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be found of Swift's ever having broke entirely with

any man with whom he had lived on terms of friend

fhip ; and .to juftify the extreme feverity which appeared
in his writings againft Steele, after fo great a provoca
tion.

Having feen the care which Swift took of men of

genius, fo that even, their oppofition in party fhould be

of no prejudice to them, we may fuppofe he was not

lefs folicitoiis in promoting the interests of others, who

were under, no demerit of that fort. Accordingly we

find, there were not any at that time, of the leaft pre

tentions in that way, who were not obliged to him for

effential fervices. The famous Dr. Berkeley, after

wards Bifhop of Cloyne in Ireland, owed his fortune

wholly to him, as he placed him in the road which led

to his promotion. In his Journal of April 7, 1713,

he fays, "I went to Court to-day, on purpofe to pre

fent Mr. Berkeley, one of your Fellows of Dublin

College, to Lord Berkeley, of Stratton. That Mr,

Berkeley is a Very ingenious man, and a great Philofo-

pher; and I have mentioned him to all the Minifters,
and have given them fome of his writings, and I will

favour him as much as I can. This I think I am bound

to in honour arid confcience, to ufe all my little credit

towards helping forward men of worth in the
world."

He afterwards got him appointed Chaplain to Lord

Peterborpw's Embaffy, who procured for him the rich

Deanery of Deny, Pope, in his Preface to the Tranf-

lation of Homer, expreffes the higheft obligations to

him for his zeal in promoting the fobfcription to that

work. Gay, by his interest, was appointed Secretary
to the Embaffy to Hanover. Harrifon, a young man

of promising genius, recommended to him by Mr.

Addifon, was made by him Queen's Secretary at the

Hague, a place of one thoufand two hundred pounds

I a year,
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a year, though he lived but a fhort time to enjoy it.

We have already feen in what manner he introduced,
and recommended Parnell to the Miniftry. Nor was

he unmindful of fuch as had but a moderate fhare of

merit in that way. He made Dr. King Gazetteer; he

made Trap Chaplain to Lord Bolingbroke. He dif-

covered fome aiarks of original genius in fome Sea

Eclogues, written by an obfeure man, one Diaper, and

immediately fought the Author out, and brought him

into light : of this he gives the following account in his

Journal, December 17 1 2.
" This morning I prefented

one Diaper, a Poet, to Lord Bolingbroke, with a new

Poem, which is a very good one ; and I am to give a

fum of money from my Lord. I have contrived to

make a Parfon of him, for he is half one already, 'be-

in <* in Deacon's orders, and a fmall cure in the country;

but has a fword at his tail here in town. 'Tis a poor,

little, fhort wretch, but will do beft in a gown, and we

will make Lord Keeper give him a
living."

Nor were his good offices confined, to men of genius

only, but merit of every kind was fore to ffnd in him a

warm advocate, and oppreffed innocence, a protector.

He fays, in a letter to Lady Betty Germaine, when I

had credit for fome years at Court, I provided for above

fifty people in both kingdoms, of which, not one was

a And we find, in his Journal and Letters,

that he did numberlefs good offices for others. He fays,

in more places than one, that Lord Oxford never once

refufed him any requeft of that fort. His character was

fo well known in this refpect, that we fee, in the Col

lection of Letters, feveral addreffes to him from per-

fons, either little known to him, or utterly unacquainted

with him, requesting his afiiftance, in cafes of
compaf-

fion ; or protection, in thofe of opprefiion. Nor did

he ever fail to interfere, in either cafes, when any
foch

5
came
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came to his knowledge by accident, though it were

With regard to perfect strangers. There was one re

markable occafion, on which he interpofed in favour of

a man, though he held him in no degree of eftimation,

merely from a principle of juftice; which was, in the

cafe of the famous Dr. Sacheverell : who, though he

had been of infiniteufe to the Tory Miniftry, nay, was
in reality the occafion of their getting into power, yet,

when, the work was done, was laid by, as the tools of

Statefmen too often are, when they can be of no farther

ufe, and utterly neglected. That Swift was of this opi

nion, is clear from the following paffage in his Journal.
" So Sacheverell will be the next Bifhop! He would bp
glad of an addition of two hundred pounds a year to

what he has, and that is more than they will give him, for

aught I fee. He hates the new Miniftry mortally, and

they hate him, and pretend to defpife him too. They
will not allow him to have been the occafion of the late

0

change, at leaft fome of them will not: but my Lord

Keeper Owned it to me the other
day."

Swift therefore

thought it but common juftice in the Miniftry to do

fomething for him ; and, without any application from

the Doctor, or even any perfonal acquaintance with

him, in the year 1 71 1, he procured a place for his bro

ther ; who, by a failure in trade, had, for fome years,

together with his whole family, been entirely fopported

by the Doctor. This affair is thus related by Swift in

his Journal. " Did I tell you that Sacheverell has de

fired mightily to come and fee me ? but I have put it

off. He has heard that I have fpoken to the Secretary

in behalf of a brother whom he maintains, and who

desires an employment. T'otherday, at the Court of

Requefts, Dr. Yalden faluted me by name ; Sacheve

rell, who was juft by, came up to me, and made many

acknowledgments and compliments. Laft night I de-

I 2 hred
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fired Lord Treaforer to do fomething for that
brother"

of SacheverelFs. He faid he never knew he had a bro

ther; but thanked me for telling him, and immediately
put his name in his table-book. 1 will let Sacheverell

know this, that he may take his meafures accordingly-

but he fhall be none of my
acquaintance."

A letter

from the Doctor to Swift, dated January 31, 1711-12,

begins thus.
" Since you have been pleafed to under-,

take the generous office of foliciting my good Lord

Treaforer's favour in my behalf, I fhould be very un

grateful, if I did not return you my moft hearty thanks

for it, and my humblest acknowledgments to his Lord

ihip for the foccefs it has met
with."

And in the con

clusion, he fays,
<l But'for yourfelf, good Doctor, who

were the firft fpring to move it, I can never fofficie'ntly
acknowledge the

obligation."

Afterwards, in the year

3713, foon after the three years filence impofed upon

the Doctor by the Houfe of Lords, in confequence of

his impeachment, had expired; Swift procured for him-

the Rectory of St. Andrew's Holborn, in the following
whimfical manner. Upon that living's becoming va

cant, he applied for it in behalf of Sacheverell, to

Lord Bolingbroke; who feemed not at all difpofed in

his favour, calling him a bufy, meddling, factious fel

low, one who had fet the kingdom in aflame. To

which Swift replied, it is all true, my Lord ; but let me

tell you a ftory. "
In a fea-fight, in the reign of

Charles II. there was a very bloody engagement be

tween the Englifh and Dutch fleets; in the heat of

which, a Scotch feaman was very feverely bit by aldufe
on his neck, which he caught, and ftooping down to

crack it, jufl as he had put himfelf in that pofture, a

chain-fhot came and took off the heads of feveral failors

that were about him ; on which he had compafilon on

the poor loufe, returned him to his place, and bid him

live
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1'tve there at difcretion ; for, faid he, asthouhaft been

the means of faving my life, it is but juft I fhould fave
yours:"

Lord Bolingbroke laughed heartily, and faid,
well then, the loufe fhall have the living for'your ftory.
And accordingly he was foon after prefented to it. In

all folicitations of this nature, confcious of the good-

nefs of his motives, which were either thofe of merit,

compaflion, or juftice, he was bold in his recommen

dations, and made them rather as demands, than re

quests, x Of this we have an inftance in the following
paffage of his Journal, . January 1711-12.

" This

morning I prefented my printer and bookfeller to Lord

Rivers, to be stationer to the Ordnance. I believe it

will be worth three hundred pounds a year to them.

This is the third employment I have got for them. Ri

vers told them the Doctor commanded him, and he

durst not
refufe."

And in the next page, he fays,
" I

was this morning again with Lord Rivers, and have

made him give the other employment to my printer

and bookfeller ; 'tis worth a great
deal."

His book

feller was Tooke, and his printer, Barber, afterwards?

Lord Mayor of London. As they were both very
ho-

neft men, and ran great rifques in publifoing fome of

his bolder pieces, for which Barber was alfo taken into

cuftody, he thought he could not reward their fervices

and fidelity too highly ; and we find, upon the whole,

he procured employments for them, to the amount of

nearly two thoufand pounds a year. This was the

foundation of Barber's fortune, which he always ac

knowledged, with the. higheft gratitude, and to the laft

made every return in his power to his great Patron.

The expreffion of Lord Rivers,
"
that the Doctor com

manded him, and he durft not
refufe,"

was literally
true; not only with regard to him, but to all the Mi

niftry, who feemed to look up to him as to one of a fu-

I 3 perior
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perior clafs of mortals ; both on account of his ama^

zing talents,
and that noble quality of perfect

difinte-

reftednefs, perhaps not to be paralleled in his time,

and rarely to be found in the annals of history. This

gave fuch a dignity to his character, and fuch a weight

to his recommendations, that it does not appear he ever

failed in any. And indeed it would have been ftrange,
that the men in power fhould have refufed any requefls

of that fort, which tended highly to their own honour,

by promoting men of talents and worth, to a man whq

was daily employed in doing them the moft important

fcrvices, without once hinting at any return for them

to himfelf. In this ftate did this extraordinary man

continue for near three years, without the fmalleftre*

ward, or the leaft addition to his fortune, which con-

fifted only of a living of about two hundred and fifty
pounds a year, and not quite five hundred pounds in

cafh ; at the fame time that he was in fuch a degree of

power, that he was making the fortune of multitudes.

Thus did he verify his early declaration to the Arch:
bifhop ofDublin, before quoted. Nothing aftonifhed

the people of thofe times more, than that fo diftinguifh-

ed a man, and apparently in fuch high favour, fhould,
have remained, for fuch a length of time, without any
promotion : and that he fhould at laft be rewarded only

with a paltry Deanery, in another kingdom, to which

he went with the utmoft reluctance, and which was

looked upon by himfelf, as well as by the world, only
as a fpecies of banifhment, has ever fince been confi

dered in fo extraordinary a light, that various have been

the conjectures of the world to account for it. Some,

who knew Swift's real merits towards the Miniftry,
have not been backward in charging them with the

ba-

feft ingratitude on the occafion. Others, not fo wel|

acquainted with the history of thofe times, thought ii

was.
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was impoffible Swift could have been a man of fuch

importance as he was reprefented, otherwife he muft

certainly have made his way to the higheft ftation in the

Church ; and confidering him only as a Writer of fome

political Papers and Pamphlets, were not furprifed that

his reward fhould be no greater. But, fince the public

cation of the private memoirs of thofe times, in Swift's

laft Volumes, there is no farther room for conjecture,

as this whole affair may be fet in its true light, upon unr

doubted proofs. I have already given many striking

inftances of the little folicitude Swift had about pufh-

ino-hisown fortune. I fhall now remind the reader of

the principle upon which he acted, mentioned in a paf

fage before quoted, from a letter of his to the Arch

bifhop of Dublin, dated October i, 1711.
" It is my

-maxim to leave great Minifters to do as they pleafe ;

and if I cannot diftinguifh myfelf enough, by beitjg
ufeful in fuch a way, as becomes a man of confidence

and?honour, 1 can do no more: for I never will folicit

for myfelf, although J often do for
others."

This re

folution we find, by many other paffages, he strictly ad

hered to ; and when we consider the procrastinating dif>

pofition of Lord Oxford, we fhall not be furprifed at

his npt being in any hafte to provide for a man who ne

ver folicited him. Nothing is more common than the

deferring of any thing, however ftrongly in our inten

tion it be to do it fome time or other, which we con-

. fider as always in our power to do, unlefs we are parti

cularly called upon to carry it into execution at fome

certain time : and this was more likely to be the cafe in

. one of his turn. Befides, as he was daily gratifying

Swift In his requests for others, he thought he might

With
reafon'

expect. that he. fhould wait the moft conve

nient feafon for his own promotion. And with regard

r.p Swift hirnfelf^ J have already assigned fome very

I 4 powerful
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powerful motives which made him in no hafte with re,

fpect to preferment. But, above all, there were many

things, while he remained in that fituation, which gra

tified his peculiar difpofition and turn of mind to the

height. His proud fpirit was much fonder of confer

ring, than receiving obligations. In his Journal to

Stella of March 1711-12, where he fays, he can do no--

thing for himfelf, he adds,
" f don't care, I fhall have

Minifters, and other people obliged to
me."

-And he

did not wifo to receive any return for his fervices, till

they were fwelled to fuch a height, as to make any re

ward, how great fo ever, fall fhort of their value;- and

lb free him from any debt on the fcore of obligation.

He had all this time an opportunity of difplaying the

pride of independence, and of foewing, that by, his

own talents and intrinsic worth, without any of the

ufual aids in life, he could raife himfelf to a higher der

gree of confequence and power, than others could do

by noble birth, high ftation, or enormous wealth. It

muft have been no fmall gratification to him, to think

that it was to this little Vicar of Laracor, that the Mi

niftry were indebted for remaining in their pofts; that

he was their protector and preferver in thofe pofts, in

fpite of their enemies, and of themfelves. That by
degrees he grew into fuch confidence with them, that

there was nothing done in public affairs without con

futing him ; and that the world in general confidered

him as the primum mobile of all their conduct, infomuch,
that there were many fpeeches made againft him by

name, on that account, both in the Houfe of Lords

and Commons. That he fhould have the greatest men,

foreign Ambaffadors, &c. soliciting the Miniftry,

through him, for favours. That his acquaintance

fhould be courted by perfons of the highest rank, and

obtained only by a few, nqt on the fcore of pheir qua^
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lity, or fortune, but merit. Was there not a fecret

pride in receiving thefe, in a lodging of eight {hillings

a >week, and walking to the doors of all the greatest

men of the age, which flew open at his approach? Ne

ver fore was a greater triumph of parts and virtue, over

the ufual idols of the world. To the immortal honour

of Swift be it recorded, that he was the firft man of

letters and genius that we read-

of, who affected the fo-

periority of talents over titles], of virtue over wealth,

in the face of the great and the rich ; and not content

with vain fpeculations, and idly declaiming on thefob-

ject, as all others had done, boldly demanded and re

ceived the. homage due to fuch foperiority, both for

himfelf and others. This he could never have done,

had he not convinced the Great, that however, they

might Hand in need of his affiftance, he wanted not

theirs. That he could be perfectly content with his

prefent fortune,, fmall as it was, and return to his wil

lows at a day's notice, on any ill treatment, without

the leaft reluctance. That they couid have no hold on

him either on the fcore of avarice, or ambition. As

to the former, the noble refentment which he fhewed

to the firft attempt of Lord Oxford, to lay him under

a pecuniary obligation ; the indignation which he ex

preffed en two or three occafions, on bribes being of

fered to him for his intereft; and, above all, his fcorn-

jng to make any advantage of his *
Works, ,

fo con

trary to the eftablifhed practice of all other Authors,
fhewed that he was unaffailable in that way. And as to

ambition, his whole conduct proved that he was deter

mined to owe his rife wholly to his own merits, and not

* As an inftance of this, he fays in his Journal ofNovember 171 1,
f* I am forry I fent you the Examiner, for the printer is going to print

£hem in a fmall volume. It feems the author is too proud, to have

them printed by fubfeription, though his friends offered, they fay, to

m,ake it worth five hundred pounds to
him."

"

'

to
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to any folicitation or intereft on his behalf. In fhorr,
from his many declarations to others, in his letters be*

fore quoted, as well as thofe made to his bofom friend

in his Journal, and from the whole tenour of his actions,

confonant to thofe declarations, we may fee that Swift,
upon joining with the new Miniftry, had laid down this

rule for his conduct ; that he would ferve the publick

interests, and the common caufe, to the utmoft of hjs

power; that he would exert all his influence in promcw

ting men of talents and worth ; and with regard to his
Own fortune, leave it wholly to chance, and Court-gra

titude; of which, however, he had fo mean an opi

nion from former experience, that he relied little on it

and was perfectly prepared againft any difappointment.
In his Journal of January i 710-1 1, he fays,

"

My new
friends are very kind, and I have promifes enough,
but I do not count upon them; and besides, my pre.

tences are very young to them. However, we fhall fee
what may be done, and if nothing at ail, I fhall not be

difappointed, although perhaps poor * M. D. may, and

then I fhall be forrier for their fakes than my
own,"

And in that of June following, he fays,
"

Remember,
if I am ufed ill and ungratefully, as 1 have formerly
been, 'tis what I am prepared for, and fhall not

wonder at
it."

And in that of October following,
he fays to Stella,

" 1 have no fhuddering at all to

think of retiring to my old circumftances, if you can

be
eafy."

But while Swift was thus letting occasions flip, and
fhe Minifters deferring the reward of his fervices, there
was a cabal forming at Court, which put a flop to his
promotion for a while, and had nearly prevented a pof-

fibility of it during that reign. It is to be obferved,

*

By M. D. is generally meant Stella, though fometimes it ftands
for Stella and Mrs. Dingley.

that
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that however high he was in favour with the Miniftry,

jjt does not appear that he ever flood well with the

Queen, or that fhe once gave him the leaft mark ofiier

countenance or favour. Swift had mentioned to Stella,

early in his Journal, that Mr. Harley had faid, he

would prefent him to the Queen ; but in his fobfequent

pne of January 1710-11, he fays, Mr. .Harley, of late,

Has faid nothing of prefenting me to the
Queen.—I was

overfeen when I mentioned it to you, He has fuch a

weight of affairs on him, that he cannot mind all ; but

he talked of it three or four times to me, longbefo're I

jdropt it to
you."

Nor does it appear afterwards,

through the courfe of the Journal, that this was ever

done, qr ,that the Queen took the leaft notice of him.

On the contrary, it is to be feen in many places of

Swift's Works, that fhe had imbibed strong prejudices

Againft him; firft, from Dr. Sharpe, Archbifhop of

Yorke, who reprefented him as a Free-thinker, or In

fidel; a character which that religious Queen mush,

above all others, deteft in a Clergyman : and next, from

the Duchefs qf Somerfet, her favourite, who hated

Swift mortally, and took every opportunity of repre-

fenting him in the worst colours to her Royal Miftrefs.

But, above all, the Queen had a reafon of her own for

difliking Swift, as he was conftantly employed in endea

vouring to counteract her favourite plan. What that

Was, will fufficiently appear from the following extracts.
Jn his Journal to Stella, fo early as February 17 10-1 1, he

fays, " I'll tell you one great ftate fecret : theQueen,Ten

able how much fhe was governed by the late Ministry,
runs a little into t'other extreme, and is jealous in that

point, even ,of thofe who got her out of the other's

hands."

He hints the fame in other paffages of "his

journal. But in fome of his Tracts, publifhed fince

his death, he is quite explicit on this article, and has

laid
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laid open a fecret fpring of government, which was

conflantly Operating during the four laft years of that

Queen ; and which being concealed, except from a very

few, rendered the proceedings of the Firft Minifter

wholly
unaccountable. to his friends at that time, and

to all fince who have entered into an examination of

his conduct ; but which, being now difclofed, at once

folves a riddle, hitherto thought inexplicable. In his

Tract, intitled, Memoirs relating to the Change in the

Queen's Miniftry in 17 10, there is the following paf
fage. " She (the Queen) grew fo jealous upon the

change of her fervants, that often, out of fear of be

ing impofed on, by an over caution, fhe would
impofe'

upon herfelf. She took a delight in refufing thofe who

were thought to have greatest power with her, even in

the moft reafonable things, and fuch as were neceffary

for her fervice, nor would let them be done, until fhe

fell into the humour of it
herfelf."

In another Tract,

intitled, An Enquiry into the Behaviour of the Queen's laft
Miniftry, there is a paffage to the fame effect. " But

in difpenfing her favours, fhe was extremely cautious

and flow ; and after the ufual mistake of thofe who

think they have been often impofed on, became fo very

fufpicious, that fhe over-fhot the mark, and erred on

the other extreme. When a perfon happened to be re

commended as ufefol for her fervice, or proper to be

obliged, perhaps,
•

after a long delay, fhe would con-

fent; but if the treaforer offered at the fame time a

warrant, or other instrument to her, already prepared,

in order to be figned, becaufe he prefomed to reckon

on her confent before-hand, fhe would not; and thus

the affair would fometimes lie for feveral months toge

ther, the thing were ever fo reafonable, or

that even the publick foffered by the delay. So that

this Minifter had no other remedy, but to let her May

jefty
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jelly take her own time, which never failed
to'

be the

very longeft, that the nature of the thing could foffer

her to defer
it."

Hence it is evident, that the Queen,

who had long been weary of the bondage in which

fhe was held by the Whig Miniftry, was deter--

mined, upon a change, that fhe would not bring her

felf into the fame predicament again, but- was refolved

to fhew that fhe had a will of her own, and that fhe

would exert it; and, in order to be able to do this ef

fectually, her plan was, not to foffer the Tory intereft

to grow too strong, but to keep fuch a number of

Whigs ftill in office, as fhould be a conftant check up

on her Minifters, againft any encroachments of that

fort. In the above-mentioned Tract, there are feveral

paffages that prove this point. In one it is faid,
" It is

moft certain, when the Queen firft began to change

her
fervants" it was not from a diflike of things, but

of perfons ; and thofe perfons were a very fmall num

ber. And afterwards, when, upon fome events, things

were pushed farther than fhe at firft intended, it was

with great regret foe faw fome of the principal great

Officers among the Whigs resign their employments.

For, fays the Author,
" She had entertained the no

tion of forming a moderate or comprehensive fcheme,
which fhe maintained with great firmnefs, nor would

ever depart from, until about half a year before her
death."

This conduct, no doubt, was good policy in

the Queen, in order to preferve a due fhare of autho

rity to herfelf; but at the fame time her Minifter fuf-

fered extremely by it, who bore the brunt of all this

trimming and moderation, which were imputed to fome

fecret defigns of his own, and caufed incurable jealou-

fies and fufpicions in his friends, as well as the whole

Tory party. Of this Swift gives the following account
in the fame Traft. " I remember it was then com

monly
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monly underftood and expected, that when the feftiofl

ended, a general removal would be made : but it hap
pened otherwife ; for not only few or none were turned

out, but much deliberation was ufed in fupplying com?

mon vacancies by death. This manner of proceeding,
in a Prime Minifter, I confefs, appeared to me wholly

unaccountable, and without example; and I was little

fatisfied with the folution I had heard, and partly

knew, that he acted thus to keep men at his devotion,
by letting expectation lie in common ; for I found the

effect did not anfwer ; and that in the mean time he led
fo uneafy a life, by folicitations and purfoits, as no man

would endure, who had a remedy at hand. About the

beginning of his Miniftry, I did, at the request of fe
veral considerable perfons, take the liberty of repre-

fenting this matter to him. His anfwer was fhort and

cold ; that he hoped his friends would trust him ; that

he heartily wifhed that none, but thofe who loved the

Church and Queen, were employed, but that all could

not be done on a fudden. I have reafon to believe,
that his nearest acquaintance were then wholly at a lofs

what to think of his conduct. He was forced to pre-

ferve the opinion of power, without which he could not

act; while, in reality, he had little or none; and be-

fides, he thought it became him to take the burden of

reproach upon himfelf, rather than lay it upon the

Queen, his Miflrefs, who was grown very pofitive, flow,

and fofpicious; and from the opinion of having been

formerly too much directed, fell into the other extreme,
and became difficult to be advifed. So that few Mini

fters had ever perhaps a harder game to play, between

thejealoufy and difcontents of his friends on one fide,

and the management of the Queen's temper on the

other."

In another part of the fame Traft, there is a

paffage to the fame effect. " Upon Mr. Harley's re

covery,
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Covery, which was foon followed by his promotion to

an Earldom, and the Treaforer's Staff, he was earneftly
preffed to go on with the change of employments, for

which his friends and the kingdom were very impatient ;
wherein I am confident he was not unwilling to com

ply, if a new incident had not put farther difficulties

in his way. The Queen, having thought fit to take

the key from the Duchefs of Marlborough, it was, af

ter fome time, given to another great Lady (the

-Duchefs of Somerfet) wholly in the interests of the

opposite party; who, by a moft obfequious behaviour,
of which fhe is a perfect miftrefs, and the privilege of

her place, which gave her continual accefs, quickly won

fo far upon the affections of her Majefty, that fhe had

more perfonalcredit than all the Queen's fervants put

together. Of this Lady's character and ftory, having
fpoken fo much in other papers, which may one day
fee the light, I fhall only obferve, that as foon as fhe

was .fixedin her ftation, the Queen, following the courfe
of her own nature, grew daily more difficult, and un

complying. Some weak endeavours were indeed ufed

to divert her Majefty from this choice; but fhe conti

nued fleady, and pleaded, that if foe might not have

the liberty of choofing her own fervants, fhe could not

fee what advantage fhe had gotten by thechange of her

Miniftry : and fo little was her heart fet upon what they*

call a High-Church, or Tory Administration, that fe

veral employments in Court and Country, and a great

majority in, all Commissions, remained in the hands of

thofe who moftoppofed the prefent
proceedings."

And,

as a farther confirmation of the Queen's difpofition in

this refpect, he fays, in the fecond part of the above

Tract,
" Her only objection againft feveral Clergymen,

recommended to her for promotions in the Church,

was their being too violent in party. And a
*

Lady,

Lady P.^afham.

in
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in high favour with her, has frequently affured me,

that whenever fhe moved the Queen to difcard fome

perfons, who, upon all occasions, with great virulence,

oppofed the Court, her Majefty would constantly. re

fufe, and at the fame time condemn her for too much

party-zeal."

Such being the Queen's fyftem of con

duct, it is evident that Swift muft have been more ob

noxious to her, than any man living, as he was the

moft unwearied in his endeavours to counteract her

views, by rooting out the Whigs entirely, and there

fore fhe muft conftantly have looked upon him with an

evil eye. But when at laft he made a direct attemprjtp

get her to difcharge her favourite, the Duchefs of So

merfet, in a Copy of Verfes addreffed to the Queen,
the moft bitter, with regard to the Duchefs, perhaps,
that ever was penned, called

" The Windfor. Pro

phecy the Queen gave evident marks of her difplea

fure, and took afterwards an opportunity of fhewing
her refentment to the Author, by proclaiming a reward

of three hundred pounds for difcovering the Author of

a Pamphlet, called The Public Spirit of the Whigs,
which fhe knew to have been written by Swift, in fop-

port of theMiniftry. This fact he has commemorated,
in a Copy of Verfes on himfelf, where, fpeaking of the
Duchefs of Somerfet, he fays,

From her red locks her mouth with venom fills.
And thence into the Royal ear. infills.

The Queen incens'd, his fervices forgot,
Leaves him a victim to the vengeful Scot :

Now through the realm a proclamation fpread,
To fix a price on his devoted head :

While innocent, he fcorns ignoble flight;
His watchful friends preferve him by a fleight.

And
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And! in the Preface to his Hiftory of the Four laft Teari

If QAeeh Anne; he fays,
" I was fo far from having any

obligation to the Crowri; thatj on the contrary, her

Majefty iffued a Proclamation;
offering'

three hundred

pounds to any perfon who would difcover the Aiithot*

of ascertain fhort Treatife, which the Queen well knew

to have been written by
trie."

From all that has been offered Upon this head;
we'

may clearly deduce the reafon why Swift remained foch

a length of time without any promotion, and may
fairly-

exonerate Lord Oxford from the charges made againft

him ori that fcore. It is now evident, though before

it. was a fecret to the world; that he had by no means

that degree of power, which he was fuppofed to enjoy,

in any matter whatever; but in any point
that"

did not

fall in with her Majefty's pleafore, he had none at all,

much lefs therefore in fuch as fhe was fee againft; A-»

mong which number, that of the promotion of Dn

Swift, for the reafons above-mentioned; feems to have

been one. If; as he has related,
" Her orily objection

againft feyeral Clergymen, recommended to her for pro

motions in the Church, was their being too violent in
party;"

how much more
.strongly

muft this have ope>

rated with regard to him^ whofe zeal in the caufe: he

had efpoufed, tranfported him fo beyond all bounds of

moderation} as to keep no meafures even with her;

though he well knew her difpofition. Of this hegavd

a strong proof in the Windfor Prophecy; the tendency

of which was; to prevail on her Majefty to remove
the1

Duchefs of Soriierfet, the patrohefs of the Whig caufe;

by the moft bitter invectives on her character, from
her"

poft; and to receive Mrs; Mafharn; who was equally

attached to the Tory intereft, in her place; He was fo

indifcrefet as to give orders for the publication of
that*

pieces which would have been done, had not Mrs*

K Mafharrl
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Mafharn prevented it. Of this he gives the following
account, in his Journal of December 171 1. 'VI call

ed at noon at Mis. Mafham's, who defired not to

let the Prophecy be.publifhed, for fear of angering the

Queen about the Duchefs of Somerfet ; fo I wrote to

the printer to. flop. them. They have been printed^

and given about, but not fold
"

And a little-lower,

he fays,
" I entertained our Society at the Thatch'd-

houfe tavern to-day at dinner ; but brother Bashurft

fent for
wine;.'-

the houfe affording none. Theiprinter

had not received my letter, and fo he brought-us a do^

zen.a-piece .of
the..Prophecy ; but I ordered him to

part with no more. 'Tis an admirable good
.One, and.

people are mad for
it."

As this Society confided of

fixteen, 'we here fee there was a fufficient number got

abroad, to have it generally fpread ; fo that !it was no

difficult matter for the Duchefs to procure a copy,

which fhe kept by her in petto, 'till fhe fhould find a

convenient feafon for wreaking her revenge. This foon

offered itfelf, when he was recommended to the Queen

for a vacant Bifhoprick, from which he was. precluded

by the Duchefs, in the manner before related'. Who

ever reads that Prophecy, is acquainted with the

Queen's difpofition, and knows the afcendency . which

the Duchefs maintained over her to the laft, will not

wonder that Swift remained fo long without-
any pro

motion. That Lord Oxford was felicitous for his

friend's preferment, appears from . his recommending

him fo early to a Bifhoprick, which was a fact of gene

ral notoriety at chat time, 'andfince confirmed to me by
good authority.

- And the reafons are now equaHyob-

vious, why it.was not in the Lord Treasurer's power to?

promote him afterwards ; though it is probable that he

ftudioufly concealed this from Swift, as he might1 think

the difcovery of his inability to ferve him,, mighthavf

fent
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lent him back to his willows, at a time when he moft

needed ^his-affiftance. ..But to make him amends; hfe

fhewed Kim every perfonal kindnefs in his power, pro

vided for 'all whom he recommended, and never,, as

Swift himfelf declares, refufed him any thingthat he

afked.

In this fituation Swift remained during the fpace of

two years and a half, from ihis»firft acquaintance with

the Miniftry;
-

often declaring to Stella; that he .was

Weary of the iceneun:which": he, was engaged, and of

the part 'Which he -took in it; frequently expreffing an

earned deftfe of returniwg to his former fituation, and

declaring as
'often,-

that -nothing reftrained him frorii

cteifig
it,'" but that he thought himfelf obliged, bothiri

honour and duty, not to defert the caufe,. in. which.he

was engaged, and of .which he was the great champion*

-till he had done every thing in his power towards the

eftablifhment-and fopport of it. When therefore he

had nearly finished his'Hiftory of the Peace.of Utrecht,
which wais the'1-aft work he propofed on therfuhject, he

determined to flay no longer, unlefs fomething ho»

nourable'were done for him. -At this juncture; there

happened >eo be vacant three Deaneries in I-rela-nd, and

a.Canonry
of;Windfor, with tome other Church pre«

ferments in England. Swift- therefore filently>refoivedi
if there were no notice taken of him on this occafion,

to return to Laracor, and have done with Courts foi*

seven The account we- have of this in his Journal,

written to the hour,
will"

beft reprefent to us his ftatecrf

mind at that time. Journal, April 13V 17*13-. "This

niomin£ mv friend Mn Lewis came to me. and fhewed

ine att order for a warrant for'the three vacant Deane

ries, but none of them to me/ This was what I always

forefaw, and received the of it better, I believe;

than he expected. 1 bid Mr. Lewis tell my Lord
Trea-*

K a fure-r,
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furer, that I take nothing ill of him,
but his not givingmi

timely- notice^ as he promifed to do, if he found the Queen

would do nothing for
me. At noon, Lord Treasurer

hearing I was in Mr. Lewis's Office, came to me, and

faid many things too long to repeat. I told him, I had

nothing to do but go to Ireland immediately, for I

could not, with any reputation, flay longer hefe, un

lefs I had fomething honourable immediately given to

me. We dined together at the Duke of Qrmond'j-.

He there told me he had flopped the warrants for the

Deans, that what was done for me might be at the'

fame time, and. he hoped to compafs it to-night ; but

I believe him not. I told the Duke of Osmond rrny

intentions. He is content Sterne fhould be a Bilhop,

and I have St. Patrick's, but I believe nothing will come

of it, for flay I will not ; and fo I believe you will fee

me in Dublin before April ends. I am lefs out of his*

mour than you would imagine ; and if it were not that

impertinent people would condole with me, as they

ufed to give me joy, I would value it lefs. But I ftill

avOid company, and mufter up my baggage, andfend

them nextMonday by the carrier to Chefter> and go fee

my willows, againft the expectation of all the world..

"
14th. I dined in the City to-day, and ordered a

lodging to be got ready for me, againft I came to pack

up my things; for I will leave this end of the town as

foon as ever the warrants for the Deaneries are out,

which are yet flopped. Lord Treaforer told Lewis

that it fhould be determined, to-night ; and fo he will

fay a hundred nights ; fo he faid yefterday> but I value,

it not. My daily Journals fhall be but fhort, 'till I get

into the city, and then I will fend away this, and fol

low it myfelf; I defign to walk it all the way to Che

ster, my man and I, by ten miles a day. It will do my

health a great deal of good. I fhall do it in fourteea

days.

«
1gib.
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**
15th. Lord Bolingbroke made me dine with him

to-day (I was as good company as ever) and told me

the Queen would determine fomething for me to-night.

The -dijpute isWindsor, or St: Patrick's. I told him

I would not flay for their difputes, and he thought I

was in the right. Lord Mafham told me, that Lady
Mafham is angry I have not been to fee her fince this

bufinefs, and defires I will come to-morrow.

"
16th. 1 was this noon at Lady Mafham's, who

was juft come from Kenfington, where her eldeft fon

is fick. She faid much to me of what fhe had talked

to the Queen and Lord Treaforer. The poor Lady fell

aftedding.tears openly. She could not bear to think of my

having St. Patrick's, &c. I was never more moved

than to fee fo much friendfhip. I would not flay with

her, but went and dined with Dr. Arbuthnot, withMr.

Berkeley, one of your Fellows, whom I have recom

mended to the Doctor, He . Mr. Lewis tells me* that

theDuke of Ormond has been to-day with the Queen,

and fhe was content that Dr. Sterne fhould be Bifhop of

Dromore, and I Dean of St. Patrick's ; but then out

came Lord Treafurer, andfaid, that he would not befatif-

fied, but that 1 muft be a Prebendary of Windfor. Thus

he perplexes things. I expeSi neither ; but I confefs, as

much as I love England, I am fo angry at this treat

ment, that, if I had my choice, I would rather have

St. Patrick^. Lady Mafham fays, fhe will fpeak to

the purpofe to the Queen to-morrow.

"
17th. 1 went to dine at Lady Mafham's to-day,

and fhe was taken ill of a fore throat, and is aguifh.

She fpoke to the Queen laft night,, but had not much

time/ The Queen fays, fhe will determine to-morrow

with Lord Treaforer. The warrants for the Deaneries

are ftill flopped,,for fear I fhould begone. Do you

think any thingwill be done ? I don't carewhether there

K 3 is
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is or no. In the mean time,: I prepare for
my- journey,

and fee no great people, nor will fee Lord Treasury

any more, if I go. Lord: Treaforer told Mr. Lewis.it

fhould-be done to-night, fo he faid five nights ago...

18th, "This morning
Mr- Lewi's fent me word,

that Lord Treafurer told him the,Queen would deter

mine at noon. At three, Lord Treaforer fent tome to

pome to his lodgings at St. James's, and told me, the

Queen was at laft refolved that Dr. $terne fhould be

Bifhop of Dromore, and I, Dean of St, Patrick's, and

that Sterne's warrant fhould be drawn immediately;

Tou know theDeanery is in the Duke of Ormondes, gift;, but

this is concerted between the Queens Lord Treafurer, ttnd,

Duke of Ormpnd, to make room,for n\e. I do not know

whether it will yet be done; fome unlucky accident

may yet pome. Neither can I feel joy at pafiing my
days in Ireland; andIconfefs I thought theMiniftry_^%\i

fTot le\ me go ; but perhaps they cannot help it.
* i oth. I forgot to tell you, that Lord Treafurer

forced me to dine with him yefterday, as u foal, with his

Saturday company, which ldid, after fiequentrefufafs.,
To day I dined with a private friend, and

was'

not ap

Court. After dinner, Mr. Lewis fent me word, that

the Queen flayed 'till fhe knew whether phe Duke of

Qrmond approved of Sterne for a Bifhop. I went this

evening, and found the Duke of Ormond at the Cock

pit, and told him, and desired he would go to. the

Queen, and approve of Sterne. Hemade objeSlicns, and

defired I would name anyotherDeanery, for .he "did not

like Sterne; .that Sterne never went to fee him; that he

was influenced by the Archbifhop of Dublin, &JV. fo

all is now broken again. . T fent out for Lord Treafuf

rer, and told him this. He Jays, nil will do well; iuf

I value net whqi he
fays.-

This fofpenfe vexes,me worfe

|han 3ay.tki®g:elJe..

?! 20th,
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**
20th. I went po-day, by appointment, to the

Gock-pit; to talk with the Duke of Ormond. He re

peated the fame propofals of any other Deanery, He.

I defired he would put me out of the cafe, and do as

he pleafed. Then, with great kindnefs, he faid he

would.confent; butwould do it for no man elfe butme,

He. And fo perhaps fomething will come of it. I

can't tell.

"
2.1ft. The Duke of Qrmond has told the Queen,

he is fatisfied Sterne fhould be Bifhop, and fhe confents

I ihall be Deane; and 1 fuppofe warrants will be drawn

in a day or two. I dined at an alerhoufe. with Parnell

and Berkeley; for I am not in a humour to, go among

the Minifters,*though Lord Dartmouth invited me to

dine with him to-day, and Lord Treasurer was to be

there. I faid I would, if I were out of fufpenfe.

"
22d. The Queen fays, the warrants fhall be

drawn, but fhe will difpofe of all
in- England and

Ireland at once, to be teafed no more, This, will

delay it fome time, and while it is delayed,, / am not

Jure of the Queen, my enemies being bujy. I hate this fuf

penfe.

"
23d. I dined yesterday with Generah Hamilton.:

I forgot to tell you. I write fhort Journals now. I

have eggs on the fpit. This night the Queen has sign

ed "al! the warrants, among which, Sterne is Bifhop of

Dromo.re; and the Duke of Ormond is to fend over an

order for making me Dean of St. Patrick's. I.have no

doubt of him at
all.' I think 'tis now,:paft. Bi^t you

fee what a condition I am in. I thought 1 was to pay

but fix hundred pounds for the houfe, but the Bifhop
pf Clogher fays eight hundred pounds; firft-fjuits, a-

baut one hundred and1

fifty pounds Irifh ; and fo with

a patent, He. a thoufand pounds in all ; fo that I fhall

not be the betper for the Deanery thefe three years. I

K 4 hope,
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hope, in fome time, they will be perfoaded here
to give

me fome money to pay off thefe debts. I muft fini(h

the book I am writing, before I can go over; and they

expect I fhall pafs next winter here, and then I will

drive them to give me a fum of money. However; I

hope to pafs four or five months with you. I received

your's to-night ; juft ten weeks fince I had your laft.. I

fhall write next poft to Bifhop Sterne. Never man had

fo many enemies
of Ireland as he. 1 carried it with the

ftrongeft hand poflible. If he does not ufe me well,

and gently, in what dealings I fhall have with him, he

will be the moft ungrateful of mankind. The Arcb-

bifhop of York, my mortal enemy, hasfent, by a third hand,
that he would be glad to fee me. Shall Ifee him or net I

I hope to be over in a month. I fhall anfwer your rattle

foon ; but no more Journals. I fhall be very bufy,

Short letters from henceforward. I fhall not part with

Laracor; that is all I have to live on, except the Dean

ery be worth more than four hundred pounds a year ■*.

Is it ? Pray write me a good humour'd letter imrnedi*

ately, let it be ever fo fhort. This affairwas carriedwith

great difficulty, which vexes me. But they fay here, it

is much to my reputation, that I have made a Bijhop,

in fpite of all the world, and to get the beft Deanery in
Ir&-

pind -f.

ff 26th. I was at Court to-day, and a thoufand

people gave me joy ; fo I ran out. I dined with Lord

Orkney. Yesterday I dined with Lord Treaforer, and

his Saturday people, as ufual ; and was fo be-dean'd,

He . TheArcbbifhep ofYorkfays he- will never morefpeak

figainft
me."

From an examination of this extract, we fhall clearly

fee, that the great obftacle to Swift's preferment, was

* fins Deanery was worth more than feven hundred.

* The moft considerable in point of but not income.

the
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fhe prejudice conceived againft him by the Queen, and

not any
neglect or want of friendfhip in the Miniftry^

He feems to have been himfelf of this opinion, where

he fays, upon finding that none of the Deaneries were

given to him,
" I bid Mr. Lewis tell my Lord Trea

furer, that 1 take nothing ill of him, but his not giving me

timely notice, as he promifed to do, if he found the Queen

would do nothing for
me."

And afterwards, in the progrefs of this affair, he

his fufpicion more strongly in that point,

where he fays,
" This will delay it fome time, and while

it is delayed, I am not fure of the Queen, my enemies be-

jng bufy. I hate this fufpenfe. It is evident alfo, that

the Lord Treafurer, upon hearing Swift's declaration

to Mr. Lewis, was greatly alarmed, and began to beftir

himfelf with all his might. The warrants for the

Deans were immediately flopped, to prevent Swift's de

parting, as he threatened he would. And though the

affair was not carried on with that difpatch; which

-Swift's impatience required, yet it is evident, the Trea

furer was exerting his utmoft endeavours to accomplifh

the point for him in his own way. He was by no

means fatisfied that his friend fhould be fent to Ireland,

and was therefore ufing all his influence to get him a

Canonry of Windfor, which he knew alfo would be

much more agreeable to him. The affair of the Dean

ery was eafily fettled, as we fee from the following paf

fage in the Journal. " Mr. Lewis tells me, that 'the

Duke ofOrmond has been to-day with the Queen, and

4he was content that Dr. Sterne fhould be Bifhop of

DrOmore, and I, Dean of St. Patrick's, but then out

came Lord Treafurer, and faid, he would not be fatif-

fied, but that I muft be a Prebendary of Windfor.

Thus he perplexes
things,"

Hf\ In the whole pro

grefs of this
affair,- Swift fpeaks peevifhly of the;Lord

Trea-
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Treafurer, "and, with all the captioufoefs of a'jealoos

Jover, who who will not come to an explanation. The

Treaforer was really exerting all his endeavours to ferve

his friend, in the way which he knew would be moil

agreeable to him; though, according to his ufual re-

ferve, he did not care to inform him of the difficulties

in his way. And Swift, who was too proud to enquire

into this, fofpected him either of want of zeal, or in

dulging his ufual procraftination, which is obvious,

from all the expreffions relative to him in the aboy^

quotations. But the truth of the whole matter appears

to be this. The Queen was willing, enough that Swift

fhould have a moderate provision made for him in Ire*

land, in order to fend him into banifhment, in a de

cent, though not very honourable manner. And the

Minifter, on the other hand, wanted to keep him with

him at all events. We find, with regard to the Wind

for promotion, the Queen continued inflexible, not only
againft the felicitations of the Treafurer, but of Lady
Mafham, who was her neareft favourite, after the Du
chefs of Somerfet. How zealous that Lady was in his

caufe, may be feen in a paffage of the above quotatiojj,

where, fpeaking of her, he fays,
"
She"

faid much to

me of what fhe had talked to the Queen, and Lord

Treaforer. The poor Lady fell a fh&dding of tears openly.

She could not bear to think ofmy having St.
Patrick's,"

fa.

We find afterwards, when the Lord Treafurer faw

that the Queen was obftina.te with regard to this point,

there was another bar thrown in the way of Swift's pro

motion in Ireland, probably contrived between, him

and the Duke of Ormond ; which was, that the Duke

fhould demur againft Sterne's being made a Bifhop;
nor can this change in the Duke of Ormond, when he

had before confented to Sterne's promotion, be ration

ally accounted for in any other w|yP This probably

was
,
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f>s the-Treafurer's laft effort, to oblige, the. -Queen to

do.fomething for Swift in England; but when Swift

himfelf continued refolute in the other point, probably
Qn a fufpicion, that the Queen could not be wrought

upon to, prefer him in England, and urged the Duke of

Ormond to the-accomplifhrnent of it, and upon his de

murring, expreffed himfelf refentfully ; the Duke, who

Joved Swift sincerely, could ftand it no longer, but as

Swift mentions in the Journal, <f
with great kindnefs,

he faid he would confent, but would doit for no man

elfe but
me,"

He.

But there is one circumftance in this tranfaction, pha£

feems very unaccountable; which is, that Swiftwas not

immediately made Bifhop of Clogher, infield ofDean

pf St. Patrick's. We do not find, that Dr. Sterne

one frjend iqthe world to recommend him,, but Swift

himfelf. On the contrary, we fee he was obnoxious to

fhe Miniftry, but particularly 'fo to the Duke qfvOr

mond, then Lord Lieutenant of. Ireland, who was

chigfly to be eonfulted in the difpofal of prefermentjS

there. When it comes to. the pufti, the only objection

the Duke offers to Swift's getting St. Patrick's, is his

diflike of Sterne, and.. the reluctance he shews at his be

fog promoted to a Bifhoprick.. Nowi was not, this dif

ficulty eafijy fmoophed away, by making Swift at once

Bifhop of Clogher? And would not theMiniftry have

been all much better pleafed to place him in that See,

than a man who was at beil indifferent to phem, bqt

certainly obnoxious to feme, .and .thofe the principal

among them ? It may therefore be furmifed, that this

was a point not attempted, becaufe^they were fore the

Queen would never coiifent to make him. a Bifhop,

while; her difpleafure continued fo high agafoft him,,

-{hough fhewas-wiiling to fend him into exile, ..in fo mo

derate a station, as that of Dean^ even at the expence

3 °£
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of promoting a man of no weight or consideration; to

a higher ftation, to make room for him. And thd Mi

niftry certainly fhewed the greatest readinefs to gratify

him in any thing which he fhould defire, when they

confented to the promotion of a man, whom they dif-

liked, to make room for his preferment, in a way alfo

which they did not approve of, merely becaufe he made

a point of it. So that, however fmall a recompenfe

the Deanery itfelfmight have been confidered for Swift's

fervices, yet as there was a Bifhoprick beftowed at the

fame time, purely to make way for this, and to be char

ged wholly to his account, the Miniftry certainly cannot

be taxed with a want ©f a due fenfe of his merits, and

a fuitable desire of rewarding them. And however out

of humour he might be, where he fays,
" This affair

was carried with great difficulty, which vexes
me."

Yet he very juftly adds,
lc But they fay here, it is much

to my reputation, that I have made a Bifhop in fpite of

all the world, and to get the beft Deanery in
Ireland."

He afterwards fhews how entirely this was his worfci

againft all oppofition, where he fays,
" 1 fhall write

next poft to Bifhop Sterne. Never man had fo many

enemies of Ireland as he ; I carried it with the ftrongeft

hand poflible. If he does not ufe me well, and gently,

in what dealings 1 fbalLhave with him, he will be the

moft ungrateful of
mankind."

In his whole account of this tranfaction, which exhi

bits a lively picture of his ftate of mind to the mo

ment, he feems to have been much under the influence

of humour. Though he was confcious that the Queen

herfelf was the chief bar to his promotion, yet he fpeaks

as peevishly of the Treaforer, as if the fole blame lay
with him. At onetime he feems earnest about obtain*

ing St. Patrick's, and is angry with the Treaforer for

putting any
rub1 in the way, though in favour of ano*

ther
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ther measure, which would certainly.have pleafed hitn

more. When he mentions the Queen's having
con-

fented to Swift's arrangement of the Bifhoprick and

Deanery, he adds, much out of humour,
" but then

.out came Lord Treaforery and faid he would not be fa-

tisfied, but
that- 1 muft be a:

Prebendary of Windfor*

Thus he perplexes things.'i I expect neither ; but I con

fess as much as I love England, I am fo angry at this

treatment, :that, -if I
had"

my -choice, I would rather

have St.
Patrick's."

And yet in his Journal qf theiSth,

the day but one after this, when he learns from the

'Treaforer,'

thatthe Queen was at laft refolved upon the

^arrangement propofed, be
fays,: " Neither can I feel joy

at pairing my
days in 'Ireland,, and I confefs I thought

the Miniftry would not let me go ; butperhaps they can-

tiot help
it:"

-How contrary is this to his former decla

ration ! But in the whole of affair, Swift feems to

have been deferred by his ufual firmnefs of.mind, and

-to have -acted with the frowardnefs of a humourfome

child, who either does not know his own mind, or will

not tell is ; and yet expects that others fhould find it

out, and do what he wants.

Another reafon- for his not desiring to.procure the

Bifhoprick for himfelf, might perhaps arife from his

-fuppofing
that this might be confidered as a full equi

valent for his fervices, and- the ne plus ultra of!his pre

ferment, to the exclufion of all future profpects In Eng
land, where a|l his wifo" centered. But I amperfoa-

ded, that theehiefmotive to his extraordinary conduct

on this occafion, and his fo pertinacioufly adhering to

that particular mode, and no other, of providing for

him, in oppofition to the defire of his beft friends, and

particularly of the Duke of Ormond, was, that he had

promifed to make Sterne.a Bifhop the firft opportunity;
As he was remarkably tenacious of his word, he was

determined
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determined; to keep it on., this occafion, ihotigh. fie

feems, .by fome expreffions, not jto have looked upon

Sterne
as- his friend, but

rather-

to have refentment

againft him, on account of fome ill treatment received

at his hands *. In his Journal tq Stella, October :2&,

1712, he fays,
" I had^ a letter to-day frbm Dr. Cogt-

hill, desiring me to get Raphoe for Dean Sterne, and

the Deanery for myfelf,, I fhall indeed, Jhavtfuch.obM?

gatiom to. Sterne. But,: however, if I am afked who. wiH

make a good Bifhop, I fhall name- 'him before any
body."

.In the. February following^ he fays,: "in -the fame

Journal,
" 1 did not.Write toDr. Cogfcill, .that I would

have nothing in Ireland,, but that I wa!s foliciting nor

thing any where, And this is true. I have named Dr,

Sterne to Lord Treaforer, Lord Bolingbroke, and the

Duke, of:Ormond, for a'. Bifhoprick; ;

and"

I d^d -if

heartily. I.know not what will come: of JP;, bup I teljl

you, as a. great fecreti,. that I. have made;phe Duke .0/
Ormond'

promife me to, recommend, no, body till,he

tells mex and this for fome reafons,
tOOTiong"

to men

tion."

* Th? caufe
of*

his refeitrrrefit is thus fet forth, hra letter to Sterne,

then Bifhop ofClogher, dated July 1733.
" When I firft came ac

quainted with you, we were both private Clergymen, in a neighbour

hood : youwere afterwards .Chanceller of St. Patrick's, then was cho-

fen Dean ; in which ele&ion, I-was. the moft bufy of all ypur folicitors.

When the compromife was made between the government and you, to

make you eafy, arid Dr.
Syuge'

Chancellor, you aMb'lirtely and fre

quently promifed to give me the f Curacy of St. Nicholas Without1:

you thought fit; by concert with the Archbilhop, to hold it yourfelf,

and apply the revenue to build another Church. Upon the Queen's

death, when I had done for ever with Courts, I returned to refute at

iny poll, yet with fome kind of hopes of fome credit with y'oiij

very unwifely ; becaufe, upon the afFair of St. Nicholas; I had told

you frankly;
" That I would always refpeft you, but never hope for

jhe, leaft friendship from you."

t Though this be called a Guraey, yet it is in reality a living of
fonfiderable value,

While
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While the matter was in agitation, he thus writes to

Stella, on the 7th of the March following. "
I write

by this poft to fhe Dean, but it is rtot above two lines,
and one inclofed to you is not above three lines ; and

in that, one inclofed to the Dean,
which'

he muft ho£

have, but.on condition of burning it immediately afte^

reading, and that before your eyes ; -for there-ai*e fome

things in it I would not have liable to accidents.' Yoii

fhall Only know ir. "general, t'ha~t it is an account of

What I have done to ferve himV;in His -pret^rriMfls^o-tf

thefe vacancies, He. but he m-uft not kndw, -thaiyovi

know fo
much."

'

It is evident, from fome of the above ejuotatidns,

that Swift was far'#o?n havtngnarsy Cordial regafti^otf

Sterne, and that he had thought -Himfelf, On fomeroe*

cafions, to have been ill treated by him. Nothing
therefore can, in my opinion, account for his obstinate

perfeverance in making him a Bifhop, in fpite of a'tl

the world,- as he himfelf expreffes
it,"

but the^facrec^

nefs of an engagement.

Whatever ill -opinion Swift had formed of Steffie-be

fore, was. thoroughly confirmed by his very ungrateful

behaviour to
him,'

immediately afte-Fhe had made him

a Bifhop.
'

Irshis Journal of
May'

i6:, he writes thus^
" Your new Bifhop acts very ungratefully. I cannot

fay fo"-bad of him as he deferves. I begged; by the

fame poft 'his warrant and mine went over, that he

would leave thole-livings'' to my difpofal. I fhall write

this poft to him, to let him know how ill I take it*.

3wift,hadfafterwards caufe to complain farther ofhis ingratitude,

where he fays to, him in a Ic.ter, dated 1733.
" But trying to forget

all former treatments, J came1, like others,
to- your

.houfe,
and fince

you were a Bifhop, have once or 'twice retommended perfons to you",

wiio were.no relations or friends r ofmine, but merely for
their'

gene

ral good eharact.cr ; which availed fo little, that thofe very .perfons ,had

thetgreateft ihare of your
neglett."

SECTION
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SECTION IV.

A S the brightest and moft important part of Swift's

life paffed during the four laft years of Queen Anne;

when his faculties were all in full vigour, and occa

sions for difplaying them arofe adequate to their great-

nefs ; I fhall omit no circumstance which may ferve to

delineate the features and limbs of his mind, (if I may

be allowed the expression) before difeafe and age had

impaired the bloom of the one, and the ftrength and

agility of the other. To have a perfect portrait and

juft likenefs of a friend, had we our choice of time,

we fhould certainly'prefer that period of his life, when

he was in his prime, to that of his decay. There have

been already given many inftances of fuch a noblenefs

of mind, fuch a difinterefted fpirit in Swift, as are

rarely to be found in the annals of hiftory. Yet the

part which he acted by his friend Oxford, about the

time of the Queen's death, exhibits thofe qualities.in a

higher point of view than ever they had appeared in

before. It
has"

been already mentioned, that, finding
all his endeavours to reconcile his great. friends ufelefs,

he had retired to Letcomb, in order to make one ef-1

fort more to compel them to unite for their common

intereft, by the publication of his " Free
Thoughts,"

He. Lord Bolingbroke, to whom this Piece was

fhewn by Barber, contrived to have the printing of it

deferred, as he was then juft upon the point of accom-

plifhing his long concerted plan, of turning out Lord

Oxford, and ftepping into his place. This was effect-;

ed juft four days before the Queen's death, on the 27th

of July, 1 7 14. One of Lord Bolingbroke's firft ob*

jects, upon getting into power, was to fecure Swift to

his
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his intereft. He got Lady Mafham to write to him, in
the moft pressing terms, on the 29th, to return imme

diately to town. And on the 30th, he meant to dif-

patch Barber to him, with letters from himfelf and Lady ;

Mafham for the fame purpofe. Which is thus related

by,Barber, in his letter of July 31, paft fix at night.

" I am heartily forry I fhould be the meffenger of fo ill

news, as to tell you the Queen is dead or dying : if

alive, "tis faid fhe can't live till morning. You may

eafily imagine the confufion we are all in on this fad

occafion. I had fet out yesterday to wait on you, but

for this fad accident ; and fhould have brought letters

from Lord Bolingbroke, and Lady Mafham, to have

prevented your
going.—He faid twenty things in your

favour, and commanded me to bring you up, whatever

was the
confequence."

It was chiefly through the in

fluence of Lady Mafham, who was then at the height

of favour with the Queen, and had openly quarrelled

with the Treasurer, that he was turned out of his em

ployment, and Bolingbroke appointed Minifter in .his

room. Nothing can fhew, in a stronger light, the

great confequence of Swift in all ftate-affairs at that

time, than Lady Mafham's letter to him on this occa~

fion. Which, on that account, I fhall here prefent en

tire to the reader.

Lady Masham to Dr. Swift.

My good friend, July 29, 17 14.

" I QWN.h looks unkind in me, not to thank you

all this time, for your sincere kind letter; but I was re

folved to flay 'till I could tell, you, the Queen had fo

'far got the better of the
*
Dragon, as to take her

.powerout of his. hands. He has been the moft un*

A nick-name for Lord Oxford.

L grateful
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grateful man to her, and to all his beft friends, that

ever was born. I cannot have fo much time now to

write all my mind, becaufe my dear Miftrefs is not

well ; and I think I may lay her illnefs to the charge of

the Treafurer, who, for three weeks together,
was lea

fing and vexing her without intermiffion,
and fhe could

not get rid of him till Tuefday laft. I muft put you

in mind of one paffage in your letter to me, which is,

Ipray God to fendyou wife and faithful friends to advife

you at this time, when there are fo great difficulties tt

ftruggle with. That is very plain and true; therefore

will vou, who have gone through fo much, and taken

more pains than any body, and given wife advice (if

that wretched man had had fenfe enough, and honefty

to have taken it) I fay, will you leave us, and go into

Ireland ? No, it is impossible ; your goodnefs is.ftill the

fame, your charity and compassion for this poor
*
Lady,

who has been barbaroufly ufed, won't let you do it. I

know you take delight to help the diftrefled ; and these

cannot be a greater object than this good Lady, who

deferves pity. Pray, dear friend, ftay here, and don't

believe us all alike, to throw away good advice, and

defpife every body's underftanding but their own. I

could fay a great deal upon the fubject, but I muft go

to her, for fhe is not well. This comes to you by a

fafe hand, fo that neither of us need be in any pain

about it.

"

My Lord and brother are in the country. My filler

and girls are at your
fervice."

So warm and pressing a letter, from one who made,

and unmade Minifters, (for it was to her Lord Oxford

owed his advancement, aswell as his difgrace) intreating,

nay, in a manner imploring him to come and be their chief

Counfellor and Director, in their new plan of
Admini-

The Queen.

ftration j
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ftrationj might have opened the moft inviting pro-

fpefts to Swift, of gratifying his utmoft ambition with

regard to his own interefts; and at the fame time, of

accomplifhing the plan which he had invariably pur-

fued, with refpect to thofe of the public. But to a man

of his delicate fenfe of honour, there was an infoper-

able bar in the way to prevent his embracing fo flatter

ing an offer. He had two days before received the fol

lowing letter from Lord Oxford, upon his lofing Php

Staff.

The Earl ofOxford to Dr. Swift.

cc IF I tell my dear friend the value I put upon his

undeferved friendfhip, ir will look like fuipecting you

or myfelf. Though I have had no power fince the

twenty-fifth of July 17 13, I believe now, as a private

man, I may prevail to renew your licence of abfence,

conditionally you will be prefent with me; for to-mor

row morning I (hall be a private perfon. When I have

fettled my domeftic affairs here, I go to Wimplej

thence, alonet to Herefordfhire. If I have not tired

you -tele a tete, fling away fo much time upon one, who

loves you. And I believe, in the mafs of fouls, ours

were placed near each other. I fend you an imitation

of Dryden, as I went to Kensington.

To ferve with love,
And fhed your bloody

Approv'd is above :

But here below,
Th-

examples fhew,
'Tis'

fatal to be good.

In thefe two letters, there were two roads opened to

Swift. One, leading to preferment, power, and all thac

L 2 his
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his moft ambitious hopes could afpire
after. The other,

to the melancholy
cell of a difgraced Minifter, aban

doned by an ungrateful world. Where he might have

the fatisfaction of affording him in his distress, thatfo*

vereign balm of confolation, which can only be admi

nistered by a sincere friend. Swift hefitated not a mo

ment in his choice of the alternative, as may be feen by
his letter to Mifs Vanhomrigh, written foon after h«

receipt of the other two.

Dr. Swift to Mifs. Vanhomrigh.

" Who told you I was going to Bath ? No fuch
thing.'

But poor Lord Oxford defires I will go with him to

Llerefordfhire ; and I only expect his anfwer, whether

I fhall go there before, or meet him hereabouts, or go

to Wimple, (his fon's houfe) and fo with him down :

and I expect to leave this place in two or three days,
one way or other. I will flay with him 'till the Parlia

ment meets again, if he defires it. I am written to

earnestly by fomebody, to come to town, and join with

thofe people now in power ; but I will not do it. Say

nothing of this, but guefs the perfon. I told Lord

Oxford I would go with him when he was out ; and now

he begs it of me, I cannot refufe him. I meddle not

with his faults, as he was Minifter of State; but you

know his perfonal kindnefs to me was excessive. He

diftinguifhed and chofe me, above all other men, while

he was great, and his letter to me, the other day, was

the moft moving
imaginable,"

He. *

There

This refolution of S.vifr's is folly confirmed in a letter to Arch

deacon Wall, dated Auguft 8, 1714. "Upon the Earl of Oxford's

<renV>val, he defired I would go with him into Herefordfhire, which I

confend'd to, and wrotey:u nvord of it, deiiring you would renew my

licence of abfence at the end of this month, for I think it then ex

pires.
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There is one expression in Lord Oxford's letter, which
is indeed very affecting, where he fays,

" I go to

Wimple, thence alone to Herefordfhire.". What! this

greatMinifter,.who had conferred fo many obligations,

and made the'fortunes of fuch numbers, not to find one

companion to attend him in his reverfe of fortune ! Me-

thinks I fee Swift reading this paffage, and exclaiming,

"What, alone! No, while I exift, my friend fhall not

go alone into
Herefordfhire."

This conduct was the more noble in Swift, as during
the whole courfe of their intimacy, he riever received

one perfonal favour from the Minifter, though treated

with the moft unreferved kindnefs by the man. Nay,
whether it were owing to his procrastinating temper,

or, as Swift calls it in another place, his unmeafurable

public thrift, he had neglected to procure for him an

order for a thoufand pound on the Treafury, to pay the

debt contracted by him upon his introduction to the

Deanery, which was all the reward Swift ever afked for

his fervices -f. And there is reafon to believe, from a

paffage in a letter of Dr. Arbuthnot to him, dated July
1 4, that Swift was diftreffed for money at that time, on

pires. I had earneft invitations from thofe in power to go to town,

and aflift them in their new Miniftry, which I refolved to excufe ; but

feerbre I could write, news came of .the Queen's death, and all our

fchemes broke to
lhatters."

t Nothing can fliew more the ftrong'defire which Lord Bolingbroke

had to attach Sivift to his intereft upon his getting into power, than

his taking care, during his fhort Miniftry of three days only, to have

an order figned by the Queen on the Treafury, to pay that fum to

Swift, though by her fudden death he reaped no advantage from it.

It appears, that Swift had this order in his pofTeflion when he vifited

London in the year 1726; for he fays, in a letter to Dr. Sheridan,
" Tell the Archdeacon that I never afked for my

thoufand p-iunds,

which he hears I have got, though 1 mentioned it to the Princefs the

laft time I faw her ; but I bid her tell Walpole, I fcorned to afk him

fcr
it."

L 3 account
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account of that neglect. The paffage is this, "Do hot

think I make you a bare compliment in what I am go

ing to fay, for I can affure you 1 am in earnest I am

in hopes to have two hundred pounds before I go out

of town, and you may command all, or any part of

it you pleafe, as long as you have occafion for
it."

And

in the fame letter it appears, that the Doctor had been

defired by Swift to apply to Lord Bolingbroke for fifty

pounds due to him from that Lord, where he fays, "As

to the fifty pounds, he (Lord Bolingbroke) was ready

to pay it, and if he had had it about him, would have

given it to
me."

But it is highly probable, from the

great delicacy of Swift's fentiments, that this very cir

cumstance of his lying under no obligation to Lord

Oxford, was what rendered his attachment to him the

stronger, as it muft proceed wholly from pure difinte-

refted friendfhip. That this was his way of thinking,

may be feen from feveral of his letters. In that of

July i, 1714, on his retiring to Letcambe, he thus

expreffes himfelf.

To Lord Treasures, Oxford.

My Lord,

WHEN I was with you, I have faid more than once,

that I would never allow quality or flation made any

real difference between men. Being now abfent and

forgotten, I have changed my mind: you have a thou

fand people who can pretend they love you, with as

much appearance of sincerity as l; fo tha.t, according

to common juftice, I can have but a thoufandrh part in

return of what I give, And this difference is wholly

owing to your flation. And the misfortune is ftill the

greater, becalufe I loved you fo much the lefs for your

Ration ; for^ in your public capacity, you have often,

angered.
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angered me to the heart j
* but as a private man, never

once. So that, if I only look towards myfelf, I could

wifh you a privateman to-morrow : for I have nothing

toafkj at leaft nothing that you will give, which is

the fame thing: and then you would fee, whether I

fhould not with much more willingnefs attend you in a re

tirement, whenever you pleafe to give me leave, than

ever I did at London or Windfor f . From thefe fen

timents, I will never write to you, if I can help it,
otherwife than as to a private man, or allow myfelf to

have been obliged by you in any other capacity, He.

And in one, many years after, dated October 1 r,

1722, expoftulating with him
in*

a friendly manner on

his long filence, he fays,
" I never courted your ac

quaintance when you governed Europe, but you court

ed mine ; and now you neglect me, when I ufe all my

:infinuations to keeiamyfelf in your memory. I am very

fenfible, that nflPtt) your receiving thanks and com

pliments, there sPiothing you more hate than writing

letters : but fince I never gave you thanks, nor made

you compliments, I have fo much more merit than any

* In the feveral accounts given ofLord Oxford by Swift in different
parts of his writing, there feefns* to be fomething contradictory ; as

in f-^me places he extols him to the Sties; and in others, imputes great

weaknefs and faults to him. But this arifes from 'the view he gives of

■him in two different characters. As a public Minifter, he reprefents

him to have been one of thewifeft, the ableft, and the moft difinterefted

that ever lived; and he confirms this character by enumerating the

many great Cervices he had done to the ftate, without reaping the

leaft advantage to himfelf, but rather injuring his private fortune. At

the fame time he fhews that he was utterly unqualified to be the Leader

of a party, or to manage the private intrigues of a Court ; in which

refpefts, partly from his natural difpojition, and partly through want

of true policy, he committed numberlefs errors ; towhich Swift alludes

here, where he fays,
" In your public capacity you have often angered

me to the heart ; but as a private man, never
once."

t Lord Oxford had too foon reafon to put this declarationof Swift's

tQ the teft, and found it nobly anfwered.

L 4 «*
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of thofe. thoufands, whom
you have lefs obliged, by

only making
their fortunes, without taking them into

your friendfhip, as you did me; whom you always

countenanced'in too public and particular a manner, to

be forgotten either by the world or
myfelf."

The me

rit of Swift, in thus adhering to his friend at this junc

ture, was the more extraordinary, becaufe he not only

facrificed to it all regard to his own intereft, that

of the public, alfo. It appears, that the Queen in the

laft fix months of her life, had changed her whole fyftem

with regard to parties, and came entirely round to that,

.which
had been the great object of all Swift's politicks,

by making a general fweep of theWhigs from all their

employments, both Civil and Military: and the only

obstacles thrown in the way were by Lord Oxford; who

from private motives of his own, fet forth by Swift at

large in his Enquiry, He.
*
refufed to fall into the

mealure; and notwithstanding wEjk effort ufed by
Swift, continued inflexible in his rerorution. He might

therefore have had the ftrongeft plea, from motives of

a fuperior nature, his duty to the publick, for deferring
him on this occafion, and joining all his other friends

in promoting his favourite plan, fo effer.tially neceffary

to the fupport of the common caufe. Nor coulc\ he

have been liable to the leaft cenfure, or reproach for

fuch conduct. But his high notions of friendfhip, and

delicate fenfe of honour, out-weighed all other confe

derations, and would not let him hefitate a moment

what part he fhould take.

It appears, in the courfe of the Journal, that there

grevv up between the Lord Treaforer and Swift, a mu

tual friendfhip of the moft cordial and purest kind. He

mentions dining with him, fometimes four, fometimes

five and fix days together ; and if he chanced to abfent

• Via". Enquiry into the behaviour of the Queen's laft Minifters
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himfelf two fucceflive days, he was fore of a friendly chi

ding for, it. He, feems to have been adopted into the

Harley family, and confidered on the footing of a near

relation. As an inftance of this, he fays, in his Journal

of March 17 13,
" I have now.dined fix days successively

with Lord Treafurer. He had invited a good many of

his relations ; ahd, of a dozen at table,; they were all of

,.the Harley family but
myfelf."

He was of all his pri

vate parties, and constantly accompanied hinrin his visits

to Windfor. In foort, Lord Oxford never feemed to

have any- enjoyment in which he was not a partaker.

When we consider, that he had found in one and the

fame man, the cleareft and ableft head to give advice 5

the moft open and candid heart in communicating his

.fentiments upon all occafions, without the fmalleft felfiih.

view ; joined to the moft uncommon talents to fopport

his'interefts, and the moft ardent zeal to promote them,

we need not wonder that the Minifter fhould ufe his heft

endeavours to attach fuch a man clofely to him. But

when in the fame perfon he found the moft delightful

companion, poffeffed of an inexhauftible fund of the moft

original vein of wit and humour, for which he had a per-

.
feet relifh ; and who could at times defcend to the baga

telle, and all the fportive plays of fancy, in the unre-

ftrained hour of focial mirth and good humour, of which

it appears Lord Oxford was equally fond ; we need not

wonder that an old Courtier, hackneyed in the ways of

men, who perhaps had never found any of thefe qualities,

in an equal degree, in any other mortal, fhould take him

to his bofom, and at once beftow his whole flock of

friendfhip upon a fubject fo worthy of it. An.l indeed

jt does not appear, that out of his own family, there was

any other perfon to whom he fhewed much attachment,

pr whofe friendfhip he cultivated to any great degree.

This circumstance Swift has touched upon in drawing
his
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his character, and confiders it as a blamelefs part of it,

where he fays,
" It may be likewife faid of him, that he

certainly did not value, or did not understand the art of

acquiring friends •, having made very few during the time

of his power, and contracted a great number of ene

mies."

On the other hand, Lord Oxford, in his private capa

city, feems to have pofiefTed a great number of qualities,

which were the moft likely to endear him to Swift, and

fecure him the firft place in his friendihip. • By whom
he is reprefented as a perfon of great virtue, abounding
in good nature and good humour. As a great favourer

of men of wit and learning, particularly the former,
whom he careffed, without distinction of party, and could

not endure to think that any of them fhould be his ene

mies. He fays farther of him,
" He had the greateft

•variety of knowledge that I have any where met; was a

perfect master of the learned languages, and well fkilled

in divinity. He had a prodigious memory, and a moft

exa£t judgment. He was utterly a ftranger to fear, and

confequently had a prefence of mind upon all emergen

cies. His liberality, and contempt of money, were fuch,
that he almoft ruined his estate while he was in employ

ment ; yet his avarice for the publick was fo great, that

it neither consisted with- the prefent corruptions of the

age, nor the circumftances of the time. He was affable

and courteous, extremely eafy and agreeable in converfa

tion, and altogether difengaged ; regular in his life, with

great appearance of piety ; nor ever guilty of any
expref-

fions, which could poffibly tend to what was indecent or
prophane."

Such a character, even in private life, could

not fail of attracting Swift's regard ; but when thefe qua

lities, fo congenial with his own, were found united in a

man of the higheft flation in this country, and one of the

moft confiderabk perfonages of his time in the eyes of all

Europe j
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Europe ; when fuch a man, contrary to the ufual bent of

his nature, eagerly embraced every opportunity of ingra

tiating himfelf with Swift, and foliciting his friendfhip
upon his own terms, that of a perfect equality,; it is no

wonder if thefe rare qualities were much enhanced in their

value by fuch circumftances : or that Swift, after repeated

proofs of his fincerity, fhould make him a fuitable return,

and give him the firft place in his friendfhip *. But

though he juftly flood the foremost in this rank, yet were

there many others who fhared it with him in differentpro

portions.
■ The large heart of Swift had an inexhauftible

fund of benevolence, to be apportioned out to the fe-i

vera! claimants according to their feveral degrees of me

rit. Among thofe who vied with Lord Oxford for the

pofieffion of his friendfhip, no one feems to have been

more afliduous, than the fecond man in the state,

though perhaps, in point of abilities, the firft in Europe,
Lord Bolingbroke. But though Swift held his talents in

the higheft admiration, and made fuitable returns for all

his perfonal kindnefs and attention to him, yet he never

feems to have had that cordial regard for him that he

fhewed for Lord Oxford. The excellence of whofe mo

ral character, eftablilhed that confidence in him, which

-is fo neceffary to a firm friendfhip ; while a notorious de

ficiency in the other, with regard to fome points, created

a doubt of his principles with refpect to all. And fymp-

;poms of this doubt have broken out from Swift more than

on one occafion, with regard to his fincerity, though

* That this was the cafe, may be feen by a paffage in a letter of

"Swift's to Lord Oxford, the fon, many years after the Treafurer's

death, dated June 1737, where he fays,
" I loved myLord, your

father, better than any other man in the world ; although I had no

obligation to him on the fcore of preferment, having been driven to

this wretched kingdom, to which I was almoft a ftranger, by his
'want of power to keep me, in what I ought to call my own Country,

although I happened to be dropt here, and was a year old before I

WW

^ there
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there are good reafons to believe his fufpicions were un-

juft, as his attachment to him continued equally strong

to the very laft, and his friendfhip for him glows with

uncommon ardour throughout his whole epistolary corref-

pondence, in the decline of life, when there could have

been no ufe for dissimulation. The zeal which he fhewed

for Swift's fervice, may be eflimated by the following
note which he fent him, at the time that the affair of his

promotion was depending. " Though I have not feen

you, I did not fail to write to Lord Treafurer. Non tua

res agitur *, dear Jonathan ; it is the Treasurer's caufe ;

it is my caufe ; 'tis every man's caufe, who is imbarked

on our bottom. Depend upon it, that I will never neg

lect any opportunity of fhewing that true esteem, that

sincere affection, and honest friendfhip for you, which

fills the breaft of your faithful fervant,
Bolingbroke."

But the light in which he confidered Lord Boling
broke, will beft appear from his own account of him, in

a Piece written in the year 17 15, entitled,
" An Enquiry

into the Behaviour of the Queen's iaft
Miniftry,"

He.
" It happens to very few men, in any age or country, to

come into the world with fo many advantages of nature

and fortune, as the late Secretary Bolingbroke : defcend

ed from the beft families in England, heir to a great pa

trimonial eflate, of a found conftitution, and a moft

graceful, amiable perfon. But all thefe, had they been

of equal value, were infinitely inferior in degree to the

accomplishments of his mind, which was adorned with

the choiceft gifts, that God hath yet thought fit to be-

flow on the children of men : a strong memory, a clear

judgment, a vaft range of wit and fancy, a thorough

comprehension, an invincible eloquence, with a moil a-

greeable elocution. He had well cultivated all thefe ta

lents by travel and study ; the latter of which he feldom

* It is not your affair that is in, agitation.

omitted,
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Omitted, even in the midft ofhis pleafures, ofwhich he had

indeed been too great and criminal a purfuer. For,
altho*

he was perfoaded to leave off intemperance in wine, which

he did for fome time to fuch a degree, that he feemed

rather abftemious ; yet he was faid to allow himfelf other

liberties, which can by no means be reconciled to religion

or morals, whereof, 1 have reafon to believe, he began

to be fenfible. But he was fond of mixing pleafore and

bufinefs, and of being efteemed excellent at both; upon

which account he had a great refpect for the characters of

Alcibiades and Petronius, especially the latter, whom he

Would be gladly thought to
refemble." *

But an Alcibiades, or a Petronius, was not likely to
be the bofom friend of a Swift, however he might admire

his talents, or delight in his fociety, as a companion.

In his political character indeed, Swift was very clofely
connected with him, as Lord Bolingbroke adopted all

his ideas, and ftrenuoufly fopported the meafures he pro-

pofed : and that they were not purfued, Swift lays the

whole blame, in many places, on his friend Oxford, en

tirely acquitting Lord Eolingbroke of being in the wrong,

in any of the differences fubfifting between them on that

fcore. In his firft letter to Lord Bolingbroke, after the

Queen's death, dated Auguft 7, 17 14, he fays,
" I will

fwear for no man's fincerity, much lefs that of a Minifter

of State : but thus much I have faid, wherever it was pr»->

The fame character is given of him, in a more compendious vvav,

in his Journal, November, 3,1711. "I thinkMr. Secretary St. John
the greate'ft young man I ever knew : wit, capacity, beauty, quick-

nefs of apprehehfion, good learning, and an excellent tafte ; the beft

-orator in the Houfe, of Common;, admirable converfation, good na

ture, and good manners ; generous, and a defpifer of money. His

only fault is, talking to his friends in way of complaint of too great

load of bufinefs, which looks a little like affedlation ; and he endea-

'vdurs too much to mix the fine gentleman, and the man of pleafure,

with the man of bufinefs. What truth andfinetrity he may have, I knew
not''

'

per,
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per, that
your Lordfhip's propofals were always the faireft

in 'the world, and I faithfully delivered them as I was

empowered : and although I am no very fkilful man at

intrigue, yet I durft forfeit my head, that if the cafe were

mine, I could either have agreed with you, or put you

dans voire tort *.

We have already feen in his Pamphlet ofFree Thoughts^

&c. intended to be publifhed before the. death of the

Queen, *hat he throws the
whole blame of the de%erate

ftate to which affairs were brought at that time, on the

Lord Treafurer.

After Lord Oxford, the perfons among
the Great, who

feemed to have had the principal fhare of his affection,

were Lord Peterborough, and the Duke of Ormond, to

which he had the ampleft returns from both. Of the

great degree of mutual friendfhip which fubfifted between

the former and him, among many other proofs, the fol

lowing fhort abstract from
his Journal, affords a ftriking

inftance.

January 10, 1712-13,
" At feven this evening, as we

fat after dinner at Lord Treasurer's, a fervant faid, Lord

Peterborough was at the door. Lord Treafurer and

Lord Bolingbroke went out to meet him, and brought

him in. He was juft returned from abroad, where he

has been above a year. As foon as he faw me, he left

the Duke of Ormond, and other Lords, and ran and

kiffed me before he fpoke to them ; but chid me terribly

for not writing to him, which I never did this laft time

he was abroad, not knowing where he was ; and he

changed places fo often, it was impoflible a letter fhould

overtake him, I do love the hang-dog
dearly."

The

circumftance of Lord Peterborough's breaking from the

Duke of Ormond, and the other Lords, to embrace

Swift firft, fhews the warmth of his affection, which

In the wrong.

could
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could make him forget all rules of decorum oh the occa*

$on ; and Swift's homely expression of
"

loving the hang
dog

dearly"

fhews more clearly, than the choiceft phrafes

could, that fondnefs in friendfhip,. which nothing but the

moft intimate familiarity can excite*.

As to fhe Duke of Ormond, he always fpeaks of him

with that tendernefs, which only the warmest affection

can infpire -* and it appears, that he was equally beloved

by the Duke, and had more influence with him than any

man living; Befide thefe, he lived in the greatest inti

macy with almost
all the diftinguifhed men of rank at

that time ; amongwhich number were, the Duke of Ha

milton, Lord Keeper Harcourt, Lord Pembroke, Lord

Rivers,. Lord Bathurft,, Lord Carteret, Lord Lanfdown,
Sir Thomas Hanmer (Speaker), Sir William Wyndham,
and many others. Nor were his friendfoips confined only

to the Great, all men of genius he looked upon, and

treated as his brethren. Of this number, were Addifon^

Congreve, Arbuthnot, Prior, Pope, Gay, Parnell, Garth,

Berkeley, and others of inferior note. To promote whofe

interests, he chiefly ufed the influence he had with the

Great, to the utter neglect of his own, and to raife whofe

character and reputation in the World, he ufed all the

means which his own high credit gave him. And he had

ftill a sufficient flock of amity for feveral in the more pri

vate walks of life, whom he felected as the companions

of his difengaged hours, on account of their good fenfe,

integrity, and complaifance of behaviour. Among the

foremoft of thefe, were, Lewis, Ford, Sir Andrew

Fountaine, Bifhop Atterbury, Dr. Freind, Colonel Dif-

ney, Captain Charlton, Domville, and many others : all

"men of excellent charadters. Added to thefe, there was

Swift,, in a former part of his Journal, October 18, 1711, had

Grid ofLord Peterborough,
" He has abundance ofexcellent qualities,

and we love one another
mightily."

a con-
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a confiderable
number in an humbler fphere, whofe fole

patron he was, and for whom he made ample provision,

merely on account of their merit
or diftrefs, without bei:

ing influenced by ties of confanguinity, or
partial recom

mendations.

His behaviour to thefe different claffes, fhewed an un

common greatnefs of foul. He fludioufly cultivated the

acquaintance of all men of genius, whom
he treated with

a brotherly affection ; and never let them feel the- superi

ority
which his right of elderfhip gave him over them,

but, on the contrary, either
endeavoured to raife them;

to his own height, or placed himfelf on a level with.

them.

With his friends in private life, he was eafy, familiar,

indulgent, and kind.

Such as were under his protection, never felt the

weio-ht of dependence. There was no occafion for dan

cing attendance,
or frequent importunities, he always had

them in mind, and ferved them the inftant it was in his

power : nor did he expect any returns for his favours, ;

though he was pleafed when he faw marks of a grateful

BuP Po all men of rank and flation, he afferted that

noble independence of fpirit which becomes the free-born

mind. He made no allowance for the cafoal foperiority,

which birth, or fortune, or human inftitutions had-
given

them, but valued them in proportion only to that higher

nobility of foul derived from God and nature. He had

long beheld with indignation the mean condefcenfions and

homage paid by men of genius, to fcoundrels in power,

and titled fools, and was determined to afford a striking

example in himfelf of a contrary conduct, by reclaiming

the rights due to fuperiority of talents, over thofe of birth

or fortune. In one of his Tatkrs, he fays,
" If thofe

who poffefs great endowments of the mind, would fet a-

juft
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juft value oh themfelves, they would think no man's ac*

quaintance whatfoever a condefeenfion, nor accept it frorfi

the greateft, upon unworthy or ignominious
terms."

But Swift was hot content with this negative virtue, of

hot feekirig their acquaintance upon improper terms, but

refolved to difpute their right to that foperiority over his
brethren, which they had fd long poffeffed* and put in

his claim to receive that homage from them, which had

always been paid them by others. Accordingly he laid

it down as a rule, that he never would folicit the acquain
tance of any.man, let his quality or flation be what it

would ; but that all who were defirous of the honour of

being ranked among the number of his friends* fhould

make the firft advances to him. Of-
this wc have a re

markable inftanee in his Journal* May 19, 1711.
"Mr,

Secretary told me, the Duke of Buckingham had been

talking much to him about me, and defired my acquain

tance. I anfwered, it could not be, for he had not made

sufficient advances. Then the Duke of Shrewfbury faid,
he thought that Duke was not ufed to make advances.

I faid> I could not help that : for I always expected ad*

vances in proportion to men's quality, and more from a

Duke than any other man. The Duke replied, that he

did not mean any thing of his quality, which was hand-

ftimely faid enough, for he meanp his pride." In anophef

place, July 29, 171 1, he fays,
" I was at Court and

Church to-day, as I was this day fe'nnight j I generally
am acquainted with about thirty in the drawingrroom,
and I am fo proud I make all the Lords come up to

me."

Nor was this rule, confined to the men only j he de

manded and received the fame homage from the vainer

fex alfo, in order to render the empire of genius and ta~

vlents univerfal. In his Journal, October 7, 1 711, he

has this paflage.
" I faw Lord Halifax at Court, and

we joined and talked, and the Duchefs of Shrewfbury
M carne
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came up and reproached me for not dining with her:.

I faid, that was not fofoon done, for I expected more

advances from Ladies, efpeciaily Ducheffes : fhe pro-*

mifed to comply with any demands I pleafed ; and I

agreed to dine with her to-morrow, He. Lady Ogle*

thorp broisght me and the Duchefs of Hamilton togei

ther to-day jh the drawin-g^room, and I have given her

ifome encouragement, but ''not
much."

In a letter to

the Duchefs of Queenfbury, many years, after he faysj
";I am- glad- i you know your duty; for it has been a

:known awfcl eftablifhed rule "above twenty years in Eng
land, that the firft advances have been ebnftahtly-made

*ne by all Ladies, who aspired to my acquaintance, and

the greater their quality, the greater were their ad

vances."; Nor was it for himfelf only that'he demanded

this privilege, but as far- as lay in his power, would

-have it extended to all his brethren. When Lord Ox-

fexrd had defired Swift to introduce Dr. Parnell to him",
he refufed to do it, upon this principle, that a man of

.geniuswas a character foperior to that of a Lord-in higl

-station, and therefore obliged my Lord to introduce

Aimfelf: which- he did/in
the"

most courteous-manner.

.On which. occafion.Swift in his Journal boaftingly fays,
" I .value inyfelf . upon;making the

Miniftry'

defire to

be acquainted with Parnell, and not Parnell with the
Miniftry." -

His contemporary authors .all receivedths

benefit of this, and by following his example, in pla

cing a proper value on themfelves, were treated with

more refpect than ever fell to the fhare of their prede-

cefforsjvor thofe who have fince focceeded them. Pope

acknowledges his obligation to him onthis fcore, where

he fays,
" The top pleafore of my lifers one I learned

from you, both how to gain, and how to'ufe the free

dom of friendfhip with men much my
superiors."

Nothing
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Nothing but the extraordinary talents of Swifty and

uncommon degree oftmerit in a variety ofways j could

poffibly have made die great ones of the world defeend

fo far from their pride, as to admit
this-

-new claim,,

and pay him that homage which they had always con

fidered as :due only to themfelves; And indeed he

feems to have been looked up to by all the world; as

One of a foperior race of beings, or, like the
Phcsnixj-

as one who formed a clafs in the individual, standing

alone, without a riyal or competitor"*. And though

encompaffed by a clufter of the brighteft geniufes*, that

this Ifland ever produced at any given sera, yet he
stood-

diftinguifoed in the circle, and
as-
the acknowledged?

monarch of wit, received the voluntary homage of hi'sr

Peers. And indeed among all that
clafs"

of

Writers, generally the moft humble of -the human
race,"

there was not'- one found vain '-enough
to'difp'ute"

his title, arid all on different occasions have borne teft!4

mony to the foperiority of his geriiusv -Of w'hich'many

instances may be produced-, both in their works^ grtd

in the courfe of letters which paffed between therm

Having riaifed himfelf to this high rank arriong men*

merely :by his pe-rfonal merit, he took care-

to guard it

with the fame jealous attention, that a Monarch fhewa

,*,i letter from Thomas Harley, Efq; to Swifts begrris thus.

''Your letter gave me a great deal of pleafure : I do not mean only th'p

fatisfaSibn one muft always find in hearing from fq good a friend, who

has diftihguifhed himfelf in the
world,'

and formed anew chaxa&er,

rv&bich nebedy is■'vain enough to pretend to imitate ; hutj isV-.-—
' '

And the Ea-rl Strafford* one of the proudeft men of the age,
ad-

drefTes him -in this manner,

SIR,
*' To honour, and eftgem, and admire you, is general to all that

know or have heard of you ; but to be pleafed with your commands,

and glad and diligent to obey-them, is peculiar to your true friends j

of which number I am very defiratis to be
reckoned."

M % *9
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to the prefervation of his prerogative.
The leaft flight

fhewn him, or any unbecoming treatment of him, was

not to be pardoned without a due fubmifEon from the

perfon fo offending. We have already feen that he re

fufed to be reconciled to his friend Lord Oxford, upon

a quarrel of that nature, in which he confidered as an

infult, what was intended by the other as a favour, and

threatened to caft him off, if he did not make a proper

apology.

He broke off with Lady Giffard, one of his bldeft

acquaintances in life, on a similar account, and declared

he would never fee her again, unlefs fhe afked his par

don. In his Journal ofMarch 27, 1711, he gives the

following account of his refentment to Lord LandjC*

down : " Society-day you know. We were never mer

rier nor better company, and did not part till after ele

ven. I did not furnmon Lord Landfdown : he and I

are fallen out. There was fomething in an Examiner

a fortnight ago, that he thought reflected on the abufes

in his Office ; (he is Secretary at War) and he writ to

the Secretary, that he heard I had inferted that para

graph. This I refented highly, that he fhould com

plain* ofme, before he fpoke to me. I fent him a pep

pering letter, and^ would not furnmon him by a note,
as I did the reft ; nor ever will have any thing to fay to

him, 'till he begs py
pardon"

Nay even with regard to

his dear friend Addifon, merely on account of his fhew-

ing fome fufpicion of him, in a converfation relative

to Steele, his conduct was the fame ; as may be feen in
the following paffage of his Journal. « I went to the

coffee-houfe, where I behaved myfelf coldly enougVto
Mr. Addifon, and fo came home to fcribble. We dine
together to-morrow and next day, by invitation ; but I
fhall alter my behaviour to him, 'till he begs my pardon,
or elfe we fhall grow bare acquaintance."

I find
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t find an unwillingnefs to part with Swift at this pe

riod of his life, without (hewing him in all the various

fights in which he then appeared. It is from his meri

dian height that we are to judge of the fplendor and

powerful influence of the fun j not from his feeble fet-

ting ray, obfcured by mills, or intercepted by clouds^

Yet it is in this laft ftate only, he has hitherto been re-

prefented to the world, in the feveral memoirs publifh

ed of him, by thofe who never faw him but in his de

cline, and therefore have given a very unfair repreferita-

tion of the man. To judge of his real character, we

muft have recourfe to the testimony of fuch of his con

temporaries, as knew him in his more perfect ftate:

From the accounts given by the former, the world in
general have been taught to consider him in the light

of a fevere, morOfe, intractable man, abounding in

ipleen and ill-nature. And in this opinion they were

confirmed by the feverity of his fatyr in many of his

writings. But how will they be furprifed to find, that

■by thofe who beft knew him at the asra I have been

fpeaking of, he was as much celebrated for his good

nature, as his wit ! Of which, among a number of

others, I fhall produce a few inftances. Mr. Addifon,
in one of his letters, has the following paffage.

"
J

know you have fo much zeal and pleafore, in doing
kind offices for thofe you wifh well to, that I hope you

reprefent the hardfhip of the cafe, in the ftrongeft do

lours that it can poffibly bear. However, as I always

honoured you for your good-nature, which is a very odd

quality to celebrate in a man, who has talents fo much

more fhining in the eyes of the world, Ifhould be glad

if I could any way concur with you, in putting a flop
to what you fay is now in

agitation."

And in another

place,
** I am fore a zealous friendly behaviour, dif-

Jinguilhes you as much, as your manymore fhining ta-

M 3 *enrs;
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tents; and as I have received particular inftances of if,
you muft have a very bad opinion of mej if you do not

think I heartily love and refpect
you."

Lady Betty
Germaine, daughter of Lord Berkeley, who knew him

thoroughly from her earlieft days, fays to him, in a very

frank letter, wherein fhe attacks him with a good deal

bf fpirit on Lady Suffolk's
account—" It is you ought

to be angry, and never forgive her, becaufe you have

been fo much in the wrong, -as to condemn her with

out fhew of juftice 5 and 1 wifh with all my heart, as a

judgment upon you, that you had feen- her as I did,
when phe news of your friend's -death

*■
came; for

though you are a proud perfon, yet give you devil your

due, you are a sincere, good-natured honefl
one."

But

.thisquality of his was difcoverable only on a nearer acv

quaintance ; for on this, as on alj other occasions, he

was a,t more pains to conceal his virtues, than others

are to djfplay them ; and to effect this, often put on the

appearance of qualities directly contrary to thofe hepof-
feffed> One of his intimates f, writes thus to him.
*c You have an unlucky quality, which expofes you to

to the forwafdnefs of thofe that love you ; Imean good

nature. From which, though I did not alwaysfufpeStyou

guilty of it, I now promife myfelf an eafy
pardon"

i:

Nor was hi? good nature merely of the common

jrind; he had a tendernefs of heart which made,' him

feel with unufoal fenfibility the fofferings, misfortunes,
Or lofs of friends, and fympathize with them in their

afflictions. Nor were thefe feelings afterwards dimir
fumed or blunted by years, 'till the faculties of his
Itnmd mre impaired, and in a great degree they

out-

Jived even thofe; as may be feen in many inftances du-

*■

Ms, Gay, Qn whofe account Swift had accufed Lady Suffolk,
* Chivenon Charl'top, Captain of the Yeomto of the .Guards.

Wa
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ring his latter correfpondence* upon the death of any

of his old friends. In what- agonies of mind 'does he

give to Stella a diffracted account of
the1

ftabbing Mo

Harley by Guifeard-? March i, 17 11. "O dearM. D.'

my heart is almoft broken. You will hear the thing

before this comes to you ; I writ a full account of it

this night to • the Archbifhop- of Dublin. I was in a

forry way to write, but thought it might be proper to

fend a true account of the fact, for you will hear a thou

fand lying circumftances. 'Tis of Mr. Harley's being
slabbed this afternoon at three o'clock at a Committee

of. the Council. I am in mortal pain for him. That

desperate-French villain, Marquis de Guifeard, stabbed

Mr. Harley. Pray pardon my distraction. I now think

of all his kindnefs to me. The poor creature now lies

slabbed in his bed, by a defperate French popifh vil

lain. Goodnight, and God preferve you both, and

pity me. I want
it."

His behaviour to the Duchefs of Hamilton, on the

Unfortunate death of the Duke, killed in a duel by Lord

Mohun, affords a, striking- inftahce of a warm feeling
heart. He flew to her theinftant thenews reached him, to

administer every asfiftanceand confolatioh in hispcrweri

Of which take the following account in
his'

Journal^
November 1-5, 1712-.

.

"

They have removed the podr

Duchefs to a lodging im the
°

neighbourhood,,*wh'ere*-I

have been with her two hours, and am jufl;come away*.

I never fawfo.melancholy a feene. She hasmoved my

very foul.. 16th. I thought to have finifhed'this yef-

terday, but was too much difturbed. I 'fent a
letter-

early this morning to Lady
:Mafham,'

to beg her t©

write fome comforting words to the poor Duchefs.

She has promifed me to get the Queen to write to the

Duchefs kindlv on this occafion ; and to-morrow I will

beg Lprd Treaforer to and comfort h,er.% I have

M 4 been
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been with her two hours again** and find hej? worfe.

Her violences not fo frequent, but her melancholy more

formal and fettled, Lsdy Orkney, her fifter^in law, is

come to town on the occafion, and has been to fee her*
and behayed herfelf with great humanity. They have

been always very JU together; and the poor Duchefs

could pot have patience when people told her I went

pften to Lady Orkney's. Bpp I am refolved to make

them friends ; for rhe Duchefs is now no more the ©b-*

jedt of envy, and muft learn humility from the fevereft

Mafter, AffiiUion.
''

Here we fee that not content with

what friendly offices he could do in his own perfon, he

immediately applies to higher powers, even to royalty

itfelf, to administer, richer cordials to ra-ife her finking

foul, and pour a more fovereign balm on her afflicted

fpirit. And at the fame time forms a plan for her fu*

ture cafe and comfort, by endeavouring to make up a

family breach.

The accounts he gives of the illnefs and death ofpoor

Harrifon, forwhom he bad made fo noble a provifion *,
are manifeftly pfre effqfions of a tender heart. Febru
ary iz, 17 12.

«' 1 found a letter on my table laft night,
\p tell me that ppor little Harrifon, the Queen's Secre-

fary, phat came lately from Utrecht with the Barrier

Treaty, was ill, and defired to fee me at night: but it
was late, and I could not gp 'till to-day. I went in

ihp mprning and found him mighty ilj, and got thirty
guineas for him from Lord Bolingbroke, and an or

der for pnfi hundred pounds from the Treafury to be
paid him tormorrow ; and 1 have got him removed po

Xpightfbridge for air. j3th. 1 fent to fee how he <djd,
and he is extremely ill ■, and I am very much afflicted

for him, as he is my own creature in a ypry honourable

That qf O^n'? Szfietary at the Hague, a ppilt . which Lord
l^ingbrokea/terwai4s^flo^cd on his own brother.

'
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poft, and very worthy of it. His mother and fifter at

tend him, and he wants nothing. 14th. J took Parnell

this morning, and we walked to fee poor Harrifon;

I had the one hundred pounds in my pocket. /

told Parnell Iwas afraid to knock at the door ; my mind

mifgave me, I <lid knock, and his man in tears told me

his matter was dead an hour before. Think what grief

this is to me ! I. could not dine with Lord Treaforer,
nor any where elfe, but gOt a bit ofmeat towards even

ing. No lofs ever grieved me fo much : poor crea-

ature I Pray God Almighty blefs you. Adieu. I fend

this away to-night, and I am ferry it muft go while I

am in fo much grief
*."

Indeed, during that whole period, his breaft feems

to have contained a perpetual fpring of the pureft be*

Tievolence, always flowing, and always full : and the

chief delight of his life arofe from doing acts of hiir

manity, charity, generosity, and friendfhip. Nor con

tent with what he could perform in that way himfelf,
his utmoft endeavours were ufed to diffufethe

fame'

fpi

rit of benevolence into all with whom he was connect

ed. He was .thelife and foul of that famous fociety of

fixteen, confifting of fome of the firft men of the age,
in point of talents, rank, and virtue. To tie them

■clofer to each other, he made them adopt the endear

ing name of brothers $ and to fpread the circle ftill

wider, the Ladies of the feveral members, called fif-

L°r<J Bolingbroke bears ftrong teftimony to this quality in Swift,
fa his letter of March 17, 1719. "I have not thefe feveral years

tailed fo fenfible a pleafure, as your letters of the 16th of January and

|6jh ofFebruary gave me ; and I know enough of the tmdemefs offour

faart) to be anured, that the letter I am writing will produce much the

fame efieft on you. I feel my own pleafure, and I feel your's. The

trtieft reflection, and at the fame time the bittcreft fatyr, which can

be made on the prefent age, is this, that to think as you think, will

make a man pafs for romantic. Sincerity, conftancy, tendernef, ate

rarely to be found.**

ters,
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ters, and even their children were nephews arid nieces,.

Happy were the en-vied few who flood in this adopted

relationfhip to Swift, and they never. failed afterwards

boaftingly to ufe that title ; as may be feen in feveral

of their letters. Great was the eahvaffing.to be admit

ted into that number; and the Duke of Ormond.look-

ed upon it as a high, honour that he was elected.a men>

ber, without any application on .hispart.;
" The end

of our club (fays Swift) is to advance converfation and

friendfhip, and to. reward deferving perfons with our

interest and recommendation. We take in none but

men of wit, or men of intereft; and if we go on as

begin, no other club of the town will be worth talking
of."

To keep them fteady to thefe points, and.to pre

vent their degenerating into political meetings, Swift

early oppofed the admission of Lord Treafurer and

Lord Keeper, who had been propofed, and they were

accordingly excluded ; but their fons were received in

their room, There are feveral inftances mentioned of

contributions raifed by thena to relieve indigent merit,

which vvere distributed by Swift
*

Of this, among many others, take the following inftance's, Jour

nal, February 12, 1712. "I dined to-day with our foeiety, the

greateft dinner I ha.ve ever feen-. It was at Jack Hill's, the.Gover

nor of Dunkirk. I gave an account of fixty guineas I had collected,
and am to give them away to two authors to-morrow. And Lord Tre.a-

furer has promifed me one hundred poilnds to reward fome others.

i 3 th. I was to fee a poor Poet, one Mr. Diaper, in a nafty garret,

very fick. I gave him twenty guineas f:om lord Bolingbroke, and

■dil'pofed the other futty fo two other authors. In that'of March 30,
•' I was naming fome time ago, to a certain perfon, apother certaih

perfon, that was very deferving, and poor, and fickly ; and the other,

that firft certain perfon, gave me <Jnt hundred pounds to give the othef.

The perfon who is to have it, never faw the giter, nor eypefts one

ftrilling, nor has the leaft knowledge or imagination of it ; fo I be

lieve it will be a very agreeable furprife ; for 1 think it a han.Jfome

prefent enough.
'- 1 paid the loo 1. this evening, and it was a great

furprife to the
receiver."

He
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. He had fo far, endeavoured to diffufe this .fpirit of be

nevolence among all his. connections, that Lord Peter
borough railhes him upon it. thus in one of his. letters,
Sc You were returning me to ages paft for -fome expref-

fions.in my letter. I find matter in your's to fend you as

far back, as the gdlden age. How came. you to frame,
a fyftem, in the times we live in, to govern phe world

by
love?"

,

He did hop Jhew aP tha.t, time any of that acrimony,

Which he contracted afterwards, from disappointment, ill

nefs, and a thoufand vexations multiplying on. him, and

increafing with his years. On the contrary, he feems by
his Journal and Letters to have had an uncommon flow

of fpirits, and a cheerfulnefs of temper nqt easily affected.

Accordingly his company was eagerly fought after by all

who could get accefs to him ; and his converfation was

the delight hot only of thofe who had a relifh for wit and

humour, but of thofe who took pleafure in the unre-

ftrained fecial hour of good humour and mirth. So that

he feems to have had every requisite that could excite at

once the admiration and love of his friends. And indeed

no man ever poffeffed both in a more eminent degree,
and that from a large group of characters, diftinguifhed

for their rank, talents and worth ; fuch as hardly to

be paralleled, as co-exiftent at the fame period, either

in the history of our own country, or perhaps in that of

any other. It muft be allowed', that Swift was very for

tunate to have lived at fuch a juncture, and that he was

judicious m his choice; but forely it is a proof of his ex

traordinary merit, that they were all united in the fame

fentiments towards him, however they differed among

each other ; and that their attachment to
him*

continued

invariably the fame ever after, hot feeming to have suf

fered any diminution either from abfence, length of time,

pr lofs of power. It is from the accounts of thofe who

3
knew
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knew him intimately at that period, that we are to form

an idea of his real character, not from the reports or for-

mifes of others, or fuch as only faw him in his decline,
when little of his former felf remained. There have al

ready been many quotations given for that purpofe ; to

tlofe his character, I fhall only add two more, from

two of his moft intimate friends ; one from Dr. Arbuth-

nor, a man as remarkable for the goodnefs of his heart,

as his fine talents ; the other from Pope. The firft is

part of a letter written foon after the Queen's death.

" Dear friend, the laft fentence of your letter quite kills

me. Never repeat that melancholy tender word, that

you will endeavour to forget me. I am fure I never can

forget you till I meet with (what is impoffible) another,
whofe converfation I can delight fo much in, as Dr.

Swift's, and yet that is the fmalleft thing I ought, to va

lue you for. That hearty sincere friendfhip, that plain

and open ingenuity in all your commerce, is what I am

fure 1 can never find in another man. I fhall^vant often

a faithful monitor, one that would vindicate me behind

my back, and tell me my faults to my face. God knows

I write this with tears in my
eyes."

The other is in a letter from Pope to Lord Orrery,
where, fpeaking of Swift, he fays, *«

My fincere love for

this valuable, indeed incomparable man, will accompany
him through life, and purfue his memory, were I to live

a hundred lives, as many as his works will live; which

are abfolutely original, unequalled, unexampled. His

humanity, his charity, his condefcenfion, his candour,

are equal to his wit, and require as good and true a tafte

to be equally
valued/'

But Pope wrote this to a man who had no fuch true

tafte. To one, who in all his remarks on Swift's life,
has endeavoured to depreciate the memory of that great

man, and place all . Kis actions in the worftTight. Not

con-
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content with attacking his private character, and often

with the malice of an Iago (fo much worfe indeed as be

ing utterly unprovoked) turning his very virtue into pitch,

he has endeavoured to reduce his political one to the low-

eft line •, as may be feen in the following paffage *.
" He

was elated with the appearance of enjoying minifterial

confidence. He enjoyed, the fhadow, the fubftance was

kept from him. He was employed, not trufted j and at

the fame Pime that he imagined himfelf a fobtle diver,
who dexteroufly foot down into the profoundeft regions

of politics, he was suffered only to found the fhallows

neareft the fhore, and was fcarce admitted to defcend be

low the froth at the top. Perhaps the deeper bottoms

were too muddy for his
infpection."

I dare fay his Lordr

ftip, when he had finifhed this paragraph, looked it over

often with great felf-complacency, and admired it as a

beautiful, and well turned period. But unfortunately
there was not one fyllable of truth in it, of which there

have been already fofficient proofs given. Yet as this

opinion, even upon fo weak an authority, has, from the

general fpirit of envy, been adopted by numbers ; and
as fome of the nobleft points of Swift's character, depend

upon the confideration of the high rank which he then

held in the political ftate, I fhall here adduce farther

proofs of his great importance, and (hew, that though

he was without office or rank, he was the man the moft

trufted, and the moft employed in all political and ftate

affairs, of any of that time.

We have already feen with what rapidity and eager-

nefs, contrary to his ufoal procrastinating and referved

difpofition, Harley turned into his acquaintance, and be-

fought his friendfhip. That foon after their firft conver

sing together, he told St. John he could keep nothing
from him, Swift had fo much the way of getting into

Lord Orrery's remarks on die Life andWritings of Swift.

him
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him *. Thar, after a clofer intimacy^ though the molt

referved man alive, and the leaft apt to defpond, he

feffed, that ufteriog his mind to Swift, gave him eafef,

And that he continued ever after to- repofe
'

this truft in

him, may be 'feen in a letter from Lewis in the year

1 7 13', fuppofed by the world

to'

be the moft confidential

manWith Lord Oxford, where he fays,
*' His'

mind has

been communicated
more- freely to you than to any

other."

In two months after their firft acquaintance, he

•was admitted of the Saturday's private party, or Minfc

Iter's Cabinet Council, confuting of -the Lord Keeper

Harcourt, the Earl Rivers, the Earl of Peterborough;
and Mr. Secretary St. John; where, after dinner, they
ufed to difcourfe, and fettle matters of great importance

and Swift was always one of the number J. It has been

ifhewn that he flood in an equal'degree of confidence witfi

Lord Bolingbroke : and no man living, no not of the

Miniftry, flood fo high in the opinion of Lady Mafhanf,
the fecond greatest favourite of the

Queen,"

ahd latterly
the firft •, ofwhich the moft unequivocal proofs have been

produced, in her fhedding tears openly, upon the talk

of lending him to Ireland, and her laft earnest letter to

him before the Queen's death.
'

All the great officers of

ftate connected with the Miniftry, followed their example

in paying him homage. Lord Keeper Harcourt told a

placeman of inferior rank, who had treated Swift with

fome incivility, to take care of what he did, for the

Doctor was not only the favourite of all the Ministry, bup
their Governor alfo. We have feen that Lord Rivers

told the printers, for whom Swift had demanded feveral

places in his department of considerable value, that the

Doctor commanded, and he muft obey. We find too,

that when any of the Miniftry themfelves had a favour to

*
Vide Journal, Nov. it, 1710. + Journal, March 4, 1710-11.

\ Memoirs relating to the Change, c5V. and Journal pafpm.

afk
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afkofLord Oxford, it was through him -they made their

application*". It was
the" fame 'toowith regard'

to the

foreign -Minister*fA In^What light He stood with the

Spanifo Am-baffador; may be feen fromth'e following ex*

tract 'from his Journal/ December 21, :i7i2. '< This

elay *fe?rfmght, after I had been talking at Court with Sir-

William Wyndhanr, the 'Spanifo Arri-b'aflador came to

him, and faid he heard' that;was Doctor Swift, ahd de

fired him • to tell me, that his Mafter, and the King- Of

France, and the Queen, 'were obliged to me more Phart

to any man in Europe.-■ >- So-we bowed, and fhook hands,

He. I took it -very well of
him."

All ftate writings, the

Queen's Speeches, Addreffes upon them, He. wefeei*

ther entirely.drawn up by him, or fo'bmitred to bis cori

rection. He '.had a coftfiderable fhare in the farnoiisvre-

preferkauon -of the Speaker's, Sir Thomas Hanrner,
Which made fuch la noifd at that time,' and; Was confidered

as the fineft that ever was penned. - In-
fhort*-'

there was

hot a moVe;made of any kind with relation either to pub*

lick affairst, or party matters, in whieh he-Was not conr

felted, and the
greateft'

fbare of -labour in the executive

part was^ thrown, upon hisifboulders. In all this plenitude

of power, was fo far from being elated with the ap->

pearance of enjoying viinifterial confidence, th^t he
ufed:

his

bed endeavours to conceal it from the world in general,

though it could not be a fecret to thofe of his own party:

,

*
Journal, Januarys, 1712-13.

" I tell you a good thing.; there

is. not of the Mi,nifiry, but what will employ me as gravely to

fpeak for them to Lord Treafurer, as if I were their brother, or his,

and I doit as gravely, though I know they do it only becaufe they

will not make themfelves uneafy, or had rather I fhould be denied than

they."

k t March ;, 1712-13, "I was at Court , to-day, and the foreign

Minifters have got-
a trick of employing me to fpeak for them to

lord Treafurer, and Lord Bolingbroke, which I do when the cafe is
reafonable."

With
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With this view, he abfented himfelf from Lord Trea*

hirer's levees, having never appeared there but twice,

during their whole acquaintance. And at Court he al

ways avoided him whenever he made towards him, nor

would ever be feen fpeaking to him there *. But it was

impoffible long to conceal that fuperior degree of favour

in which he flood with the Minifter. His writings, in

the caufe he efpoufed, had rendered him too confpicuous,

and the adverfe party were too much galled by them, not

to make them watchful of all his motions. He was ac

cordingly
confidered by the leaders of the oppofste party*

as the firft mover in all the ministerial meafures ; and

many
virulent fpeeches were made againft him by name,

both in the Houfe of Lords and Commons, at one whi

was in the fecret of all affairs, and without whofe advice

or privity nothing was done, or employment difpofed off.

Oh Lord Orrery ! how little did you know of the true

ftate of affairs at that time, when you wrote that falfe

envious paragraph, and how utterly unacquainted muft.

you have been with the real character of the man, whole

memoirs you undertook to write, when you could fop?

pofe him fo mean fpirited as to be the mere tool of a

Miniftry ; and fo blinded by vanity (a fault of which he

had not one particle in his compofition, for, as he-him-

felf has often obferved, he was too proud to be vain) as

not to difcover whether he was only employed,, not trufted!

Nor was his influence confined to Englandonly, he

was the chief perfon confulted in the affairs of Ireland,

particularly during the Duke of Ormond's Adminiftra-

January 15, 1712-13. "I was at Court to-day, and as Lord

Treafurer came towards me I avoided him, and he hunted me thrice

about the room. I afFeft never to take notice of him at Church or

Court. He knows it, for I have told him fo, and to-night at Lord

Mafham's he gave an account of it to the company; but myreafons are,
that people feeing me fpeak to him, caufes a great deal of

teafing."

t Fide Swift's Memoirs
relating to the Change, cife.

tion,
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tbh, and few preferments paffed, efoecially in the Church,
without his approbation. Of this there are many proofs

to be found in his correfpondence with the Archbifhop of

Dublin, Primate Lihdfay, Lord Chancellor Phipps, and
his own Journal *.

Having now, pad all controverfy, eftablifhed the high

degree of power and influence which he then enjoyed;

beyond any that perhaps ever fell to the lot of a private

perfon, muft not the difinterefted fpirit of Swift ftrike us

with aftonifhment, when we reflect that he made no other

ufe of thefe great advantages, but to promote the publick

caufe in which he was engaged, or to make ample pro

vision for perfons of merit, while he was utterly negli

gent with regard to his own fortune ? It muft be obvious

to every one, who considers the light in which he flood,
that had he been a man of intrigue, or could he have

made his principles bend to the reigning policy of the

Court; had he not incurred the Queen's difpleafure, by

endeavouring to counteract her adopted fyftem of govern

ment, and treating her bofom favourite with a feverity
never to be forgiven ; nay had he only followed the lead

of the Minifter, by acquiefcing in meafures which he

found it vain to oppofe ; it muft be allowed, I fay, con-

fidering the immenfity of his talents, the clofe connec-

Vide his letter to the Archbifhop, September 31, 171 3. His

Journal, February 1,1712-13.

Lord Primate Lindfay writes thus to him, in his letter of January
5, 1713-14.

" There is a gentleman, whom I believe you muft have

heard of, Dr. Andrew Hamilton, Archdeacon of Raphoe, a man of

good learning and abilities, and one of great intereft in that country,

whom I could wifh you would move for to fucceed me in Raphoe, as

one that is moft likely to do good in that part of the country, of any

man I
know."

'* And now be pleafed to accept my thanks for the great fervices

you have done me, and as you have contributed much to my advancement>

fo I muft defire you, upon occafion, to give me your farther afliftance

for the fervice of the Church.

N tioji,
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tiOn be flood in.with all the leading men, the great tm*

portance he was of to their caufe, and the almoft fifterly
affection fhewn him by Lady Mafham, that he might

have afpired to the higheft dignities in the Church, ot

even, if his bent lay that way, in the ftate. For in thofe

days1
the ;gowh was not confidered as a difqualification to

minifterial offices, as we find, the Bifhop of Bristol was

made Lord Privy-feal, and.Ambaffador Plenipotentiary.

But as it was a maxim with Swift, that while the Queen

pursued her trimming plan, the interefts of the Church

3hd State were on a fandy foundation, and that there

could be no folid eftablifhment for them, 'till the Whigs

were all turned out of their employments,, and a total end

put to their power ; he determined not only never to fail

in with the Queen's meafures, but on the contrary open*

ly to oppofe them. Though at the fame time he muft

have been confcious that this was the moft certain way
Po-

bar his own preferment.

The only employment that Swift ever afked for dur.iHg
all that time,, was that of Historiographer ; and his rea»

fons for desiring it are thus fet forth,, in his Memorial to

the Queeny April r, 17 14.

" The change of Miniftry about four years ago, the

fall of the Duke of Marlborough, and the proceedings-

fince, in relation to the peaee and treaties, are all capable

of being very malicioufiy reprefented to pofterity, if they
fhould fall under the pen of fome writer of the

oppofite"

•party, as they probably may.

" Upon thefe reafons it is neceffary,. for the honour of

the Queen, and in justice to her fervants, that feme able
hand fhould be immediately employed,, to write the his

tory of her Majcfly's reign, that the truth of things may
be tranfmitted to future ages^ and bear down the falfe-

hood of malicious
pens."

" The Dean of St. Patrick's is ready to undertake this

work, humbly defiring her Majefty. will pleafe to appoints

him-
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fit, (which is fo inconfiderable, that it will hardly ferve
to'

pay the experice of fearchihg offices) but from an earn*

eft defire to ferve his Queen ahd country : for which that

employment will qualify him; by an opportunity ofaccefs

to thofe places^ where papers ahd records are kept, which
will be neceffary to any who undertake fuch a

history."

We fee upon what difinterefted principles Swift defired

this office and he feems to have been highly provoked

at his not obtaining it, laying the blame very uhjuflly ort

Lord Bolingbroke, as may be feen in his letter to Mifs

Vanhomrigh, Auguft i; 17 14. "I arh not of you 1?

opinion about Lord Bolingbroke^ perhaps he may get

the Staff, but I cannot rely on his love to me. He kneW

I
had'

a mind to be Historiographer, though I valued it

hot but for the publick fervice j yet if is gone to a worth

less'

rogue, that no-body knows.
si

But it appears from a

letter of Dr. Arbuthnot's, July 17, 1714, that Lord Bo*

lingbroke'Wa's moft hearty in his caufe $ where he fays*
"I gave your letter, with the inclofed Memorial, cava*

lietmmi to Lord Bolingbrokei He read it, and feemed

concerned at fome part of it, ejcpreffirig himfelf thus !

kl That it would be among the eternal fcaridalsof the

government, to foffer a man of your character, that had

Jo well deferred of them, to have the leaft uneafy thoughts

about thofe
matters;"

But the truth is, that it was out

of myLord's power to have ferved him in this pointy as

the Memorial was not put into his hahds, till a fortnight

after the place had been difpofed of*. So that it is pro

bable it never was prefehted to the Queen. Ahd his

friend Ford-, to whom he had alfo communicated his fof-

In a letter -frorii
Charles-

Fordj Efq; to Dr. Swift, July 20j 1714s

Is the following paftage.
lt I thought you had heard the Hiftoriogra*>

pher's place had been difpofed of this fortnight. I know no more

ofhim who has it; than that his narrie is Madddcks
[MaJox]."

N 2 picions
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picions of Bolingbroke, vindicates him from the charge

in a letter written five days after the Queen's deaths

where he fays,
«« I really believe Lord Bolingbroke was

very sincere in the profeffions he made of you, and he

could have done any thing. No Minifter was ever in

that height of favour, and Lady Mafham was at leaftin

as much credit, as fhe had been in any time of her life.

But thefe are melancholy
reflections."

There is a paffage in a letter from Swift to Pope, Ja

nuary io, 1721, relative to this office, which at firft

view feems to contradict whaP he himfelf had faid about

it, as related above.
" I had indeed written fome Me

morials of the Four laft Years of the Queen's reign, with

fome other informations which I received, as neceffary

materials to qualify me for doing fomething in an em

ployment then designed for me; but, as it was at the

difpofal of a perfon, who had not the fmalleft fhare of

fleadinefs or fincerity, / difdained to accept
it.'*

But this

apparent contradiction may easily be thus folved. Swift

fcorned to accept the employment, as a favour,, from the

Officer in whofe department it was, for the reafon he af-

figns, and would receive it only from her Majefty's own

appointment, to whom he therefore perfonally applied by
Memorial *.

* The circumftance of the difpofal of this poft from Swift, has

afforded Lord Orrery an opportunity of expdfing his ignorance, and

invidious difpofition to lower Swift's confequence to the utmolt. Hs

fays,
" He (Swift) knew how ufeful he was to Adminiftration in gene

ral ; and in one of his letters he mentions, that the place ofHiftorio.

grapher was intended for him, but I am apt to- fufpeft that he flattered

himfelf too
highly."

Surely his Lordihip muft have been- either fo ill

informed, as to fuppofe this polt to be a very confiderable one, or

that Swift was Without any degree of credit. He flattered himfelf too,

highly. Good Heaven ! that fuch a man as Swifr, fhould be accufed

of flattering himfelf too highly, in expefting an employment, at

tended with,much trouble, and without any degree either of honour

or profit \

I foall
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I fhall take leave of this period of Swift's life, by ob-

ferving that he was thrown into the world at a moft fortu

nate sera to gratify the ruling paffions of his heart. The

chief pleafures of his life feem to have arifen from friend

fhip contra£ted with men of worth and talents, and the

fociety of perfons of wit and genius ; and never was there

an asra, in which he could be fo amply indulged with re

gard to both. I know there are numbers who laugh at

thofe who fpeak with admiration of paft times, and la

ment the degeneracy of the prefent, as idle declaimers,

laudatores temporis atli; with which the world has con

stantly been furnifoed in all nations, from age to age ;

but that in reality all rimes have been much alike. In

order that a fair comparifon may be made between the

period I have been fpeaking of, and that which followed

to the prefent time, I fhall here fet down a lift of the ex

traordinary men who then flourifhed together.

LIST of Literary Characters.

Temple,

Dryden,

Swift,

Addifon,

Pope,

Prior,

Congreve,

Gay,

Garth,

Steele,

Wycherley,

Vanbrugh,

Southern,

Young,

Parnell,

Arbuthnot,

Otway,

Rowe,
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Locke,

Boyle,
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Tillotfon, &c.

Of Men in High Rank.

Duke ofMarlborough,

Lord Peterborough,

Lord Oxford,
Lord Bolingbroke,
Lord Bathurft,

Lord Carteret,

Duke of Argyle,

Lord Anglefea,
Earl ofDorfet,

Lord Rofcommon,
Lord Halifax,

Sir William Wyndham,

Sir Thomas Hanmer.

N3 Beside
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. Befide many others thar mighp be mentioned, of no

fmall note. When they who are advocates for the above

opinion, fhall attempt to draw out a lift of names in the

prefent times, to be put in competition with thefe, they

will foon be obliged to confefs and retract their error.

SECTION V.

From his return to Ireland to his Death,

Immediately after the deceafe of the Queen, Swift

returned to Ireland, where he found things in the higheft

ferment: the Whigs all in triumph, threatening ven

geance on the whole body of the defponding Tories, as

foon as power fhould come into their hands. However

violent the proceedings of the Whigs in England might

afterwards be, their animofity againft the oppofite party

was moderate, in comparifon with the hatred which their

brethren of Ireland bore to the Tories. AH the ftories fa

bricated in England by the Whigs, of an intention to bring
in the Pretender by the fate Miniftry, and which were only

calculated for the more violent of their party, and the

vulgar, were univerfally and implicitly believed in Ireland.

The dreadful and detefted days of James II, of which

there were ftill fo many living witneffes in that kingdom,
and in which the whole body of Protestants fuffered fq

much, came frefh into their minds, and raifed the .utmost

abhorrence of all who were fuppofed to be abettors of fuch

3 meafure, They were taught to consider the word Tory
and Jacobite, as fynonymous terms ; and as Swift was

known to have been highly in the confidence of the late

Ministry,, he was of courfe fuppofed to have been deeply
concerned with them in the plot of, bringing in 'the Pre

tender. Being the only one then in Ireland, againft

Whom a charge could be made of having an immediate



DOCTOR SWIFT. i8§

fcand in fuch a defign, he became the chief object upon

which the madness of party vented its rage. He Was

conftantly infolted with opprobrious language as he walk

ed the streets, and fome of the more violent, ufed to take

up dirt from the kennel to throw at him as he paffed

along ; infbmuch, that he was obliged never to go abroad

without fervants armed to protect his perfon. Nor was

it from the lower clafs of people only, that he met with

fuch. infults -, but thofe of a higher rank, in proportion

,as they were actuated by the virulence of party, or wifhi-

ed to make a merit to themfelves with the governing

powers, took all opportunities of treating him with the

utmoft indignity. Of this I have a strong instance now

before me, in a Paper drawn up by Swift himfelf. The

title of it is,
" The Dean of St. Patrick's Petition to trite

Houfe of Lords againft Lord Blaney : and on the infide :

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tem

poral, in Parliament
affembled."

-The Humble Petition of Jonathan Swift, D..Q.

and Defln of the Cathedral of St. Patrick's,

Dublin.

Moft humbly fheweth,

That your Petitioner is advifed by his physicians, on

account of his health, to go often on horfebick ; and

there being no place, in winter, fo convenient for riding,

as the ftrand towards Howth, your Petitioner takes ajil

opportunities that his bufinefs or the weather will permit,

to take that road. That in the laft Sefiion of Parliament,

in the midft of winter, as your Petitioner Was returning

from Howth with his two fervants, one before, and the

other behind him, he was purfued by twO gentlemen in a

cbajfe, drawn by two high mettled horfes, in fo violent a

N 4
man-
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manner, phaP his fervanP who rode
behind him, was forced

.

to give way, with the utmost peril of his life: where

upon your Petitioner made what fpeed he could, riding

to the right and left above fifty, yards to the full extent

of the faid road. But the two gentlemen driving a light

chaife, drawn by fleet horfes, and intent upon mifchief,

turned faster than your Petitioner, endeavouring to over

throw him. That by great accident your Petitioner got

to the fide of a ditch, where the chaife could not fafely
purfoe ; and the two gentlemen flopping their career,

your Petitioner mildly expoftulated with them : where

upon one of the gentlemen faid, Damn you, is not the

road as free for us, as for you ? and calling to his fervant

rode behind him,, faid, Tom (or fome fuch name) is

the piftol loaden with ball? To which the fervant anfwer-

yes, my Lord, and gave him the piftol. Your Pe

titioner often faid to the gentleman, pray, Sir, do not

fhoot, for my horfe is apt to start, by which my life may

be endangered. The chaife went forward, and your Pe-

titioner took the opportunity to flay behind. Your Pe

titioner is informed, that the perfon who fpoke the words

above-mentioned, is of your Lordfhip's houfe, under the

ftile and title of Lord Blaney ; whom your Petitioner re

members to have introduced to Mr. Secretary Addifon,

in the Earl ofWharton's government, and to have done

him other good offices at that time, becaufe he was repre-

fented as a young man of fome hopes, and a broken, for

tune. That the faid Lord Blaney, as your Petitioner is

informed, is now in Dublin, and fometimes attends your

Lordfhip's houfe. And your Petitioner's health ftill re

quiring that he fhould ride, and being confined in winter

to go on the fame ftrand, he is forced to enquire from

every one he meets, whether the faid Lord be on the fame

ftrand ; and to order his fervants to carry arms to de

fend him againft the like, or a worfe infulp, from the

faid



DOCTOR SWIFT. 185

-faid Lord, for the confequences of which your Peti

tioner cannot anfwer.

Your Petitioner is informed by his learned Council,
that there is no law now in being, which can juftify the
faid Lord, under colour of his Peerage, to affaultany
of his Majesty's fubjedts on the King's highway, and

put them in fear of their lives, without provocation,
which he humbly conceives, that by only happening to
ride before the faid Lord, he could not possibly give.

Your Petitioner, therefore, doth humbly implore

your Lordfhips in your great prudence and juftice, to
provide that he maybe permitted to ride with fafety on
the faid ftrand, or any other of the King's highways,
for the recovery of his health, fo long as he fhall de

mean himfelf in a peaceable manner, without being
put into continual fears of his life by the force and arms
of the faid Lord Blaney,

But nothing hurt Swift fo much, as the many inftan

ces of ingratitude he experienced in thofe who were

highly indebted to him, while he was in power. It has

been already fhewn, that he made it a point with the

- Miniftry in England, that no man of genius or merit,

fliouldbe turned out of employment on account of

party : the fame maxim he extended to Ireland, where
he preferved feveral in their places, who, but for his in

terpofition, would infallibly have loft Phem. Of Phis

many inftances occur in the courfe of his letters. In

one to the Archbifhop of Dublin, written in 17 13,

when his influence was at the higheft, he fays,
" I have

suffered very much for my tendernefs to fome perfons

of that party, which I ftill preferve ; it would be end-

lefs to recount to your Grace the reproaches that have

been mademe, on account of your
neighbour."

Ahd

in another,
" Neither did I ever fail to inpcrpofe fo any

cafe
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cafe of merit or cornpaffion, by which means feveral

perfons in England, and fome in this kingdom, kept

their employments ; for I cannot remember my Lord

Oxford ever refufed me a request of that
kind."

He

therefore thought it extremely hard, that after fuch in

ftances of favour fhewn to numbers of that party, he

fhould be particularly marked out ss the chief object

of their refentment: or, as he himfelf expreffes it in

the fame letter,
" If my friendfhip and conyerfation

were equally fhewn among thofe who liked or difap-

proved the proceedings then at Court, and that I was

known to be a common friend of all deferving perfons

of the latter fort, when they were in diftrefs; I cannot

but think it hard, that I am not fuffered to run quietly

among the herd of people, whofe opinions unfortu-.

nately differ from thofe which lead to favour and pre

ferment."

But Swift, by his great abilities exerted in

the caufe of the late Ministry, had rendered himfelf fo

obnoxious to the new men in power, that even to be of

his acquaintance, would, in thofe days, have been a

fure bar to promotion. Of this, there is a singular in

stance communicated to me among other anecdotes ta

ken down at that time by a friend of the Dean's. Swift,
in the height of party ferment, having fome occafion

to apply to Sir Thomas Southwell, who was one of the
Commissioners of the Revenue, and with whom he had

lived on the footing of the greatest intimacy, was

much fhocked by an anfwer he made him :
ft I'll lay

you a groat (a ufual cant expression of Sir Thomas's)
Mr. Dean, I don't know

you."

Some years after,

when the fpirit of party was a good deal abated, Sir

Thomas, who was then Lord Southwell, riding on the

strand, and obferving the Dean on horfeback a little be-^

fore him, lamented to one of his company the ill effects

pf party ; among which he reckoned the lofs of that

worthy
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worthy man's acquaintance, meaning the Dean: b.ut

I'll try, faid^he, to recover it. When he overtook the

Dean, he afked him how he did. I'll Jay you a grpat,

my Lord, fays Swift, I don't know you.
,,

In fuch a fituation of affairs, Swift, chofe the moft

prudent part, that of retiring wholly from the world,

and employing himfelf chiefly in the care of his Dean

ery, in the difeharge of his dupy as a Clergyman, and

arranging his domeftic affairs, without once calling his

eye towards the public In a letter to Pope, dated Ja

nuary 10, 1721, he gives this account of himfelf. "In

a few weeks after the lofs of that excellent Princefsi I
came to my flation here, where I have continued ever

fmce ,in the greateft privacy, and utter ignorance of

thofe events which are moft commonly talked of in the

world., I neither know the names nor number of the

family which now reigneth, farther than the Prayer-

book informeth me. I cannot tell who is Chancellor,
who are Secretaries, nor with what nations we are in

peace or war. And this manner of life was not taken

up out of any fort of affectation, but merely to avoid

giving offence, and for fear of provoking party -zeal
*."

But

* The following anecdote taken down at the time by the fame gen
tleman who communicated the former to me, will fhew how cautious

Swift was in his behaviour at that juncture, for fear of provoking
party-zeal, and at the fame time, afford an inftance of his peculiar

vein of humour. Among other tyrannical afts of the Whigs, in

the firft Parliament of George I. fuch Members of the Houfe of

Commons as had voted for an Addrefs in favour of Sir Conftantine

Phipps, were ordered to beg pardon of the Houfe. This order was

generally complied with. Three who refufed were taken into cuilody

pf the-Serjeant at Arms : Sir Pierce Butler, Mr. Matthew Forde, and

Mr. Robert Cope. Swift, vifiting Cope one day, found Povey the Ser

jeant at Arms, who was a perfect ftranger to Swift's perfon, fittingwith
him. After fome converfation, Swift afked Cope whether he did not

|nten4 to go out that morning, a? it was a fine day. Cope faid he

could
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But though in this Swift acted the part of a philofopher,

yet no one could feel more for the diftreffes of his for

mer friends, and the uncomfortablenefs of his own fitu

ation. In a letter to Pope, June 28, 1715, he fays;
" You know how well 1 loved both Lord Oxford, and

Bolingbroke, and how dear the Duke of Ormond is to

idc. and do you imagine I can be eafy while their ene

mies are endeavouring to take off their heads ? I nunc,

H verfus tecum medifare canoros. Do you imagine I can

be eafy, when I think on the probable confequences of

thefe proceedings, perhaps upon the very peace of the

nation, but certainly of the minds of fo many hundred

thoufand good fubjects
?"

And in one to Mr- Gay, he

fays,
" 1 was three years reconciling myfelf to the

fcene, and the bufinefs, to which fortune hath con

demned me, and ftupidity was that I had recourfe
to."

In another to the fame, he gives this account >o'f him

felf. " I would defcribe to you my way of living, if

any method
could be called fo in this country. I choofe

my companions among thofe of leaft confequence, and

moft compliance : I read the moft trifling books I can

find, and when I write, it is upon the moft trifling
'fubjects : but riding, walking, and fleeping, take up

could not ftir out, he was confined. Swift afked, had he taken phyfic?

Cope faid, no, but that he was confined by the Parliament, ahd was

then in cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms. Swift, with an air of

perfect ignorance, and fimplicity, enquired the meaning of that, as

if he had never heard of a Serjeant at Arms, or of any fuch power

in the Parliament ; and foon after took his leave. When he was

gone, Povey faid it would be well for the Church and the kingdom,

if the Clergy minded ftate affairs as little as that honeft gentleman,

who he durft fay, was a good parifh Minifter, refiding at his living,
and minding his own affairs, without troubling his head about thofe

of the public. Pray what is his name ? Swift. Is he any relation of

the Dean of St. Patrick's ? The very man, fays Cope. The very

nan 1 replied Povey ; damn him, he has bit me, and left the room in

fome confufion,

eighteen



DOCTOR SWIFT. 189

eighteen of the twenty-four hours. I procraftinate

more than I did twenty years ago, and have feveral

things to finifh, which I put off to twenty years
hence."

In this manner did he pafs feven years of his life from

his arrival in Ireland, little known there as an author,

except on account of. his political writings, which, In

that change of times rendered him an object of gene

ral deteftation. There had been then no collection

made of-his Works, and his detractors in England had

robbed him of the merit of his principal work, The

Tale of the Tub, by denying him to be the author.

Many calumnies were induftrioufly propagated againft

him, taken from the writings of the hirelings on the

Whig fide, whereof the number was fo great, that

Swift in one place fays, that there were upwards of a

thoufand Papers and Pamphlets publifhed againft him

in the fpace of a few years. But, wrapped in the con-

feioufnefs of his integrity, he had the fortitude to treat

all this with filent contempt. To counterbalance the

ill-treatment he met with from the public, he, by de

grees, contracted an intimacy with a felect few, who

had tafte to relifh the author, and virtue to admire the

man *. He had alfo the fupreme fatisfaction of con

stantly

* In a palfage above quoted from his letter to Gay,, where he

fays,
" I choofe my companions among thofe of leaft conequence,

and moft
compliance."

We are to underftand only fuch humble

friends as were always at his devotion, to be let in, or fent away
without ceremony, according as he wa3 in the humour. It was pro

bably this paffage which furnifhed Lord Qrrery with an occafion of

exercifing his ufual difpofition to depreciate the Dean as much as pof-

fible, in the following paragraphs.
" After the great names, which

I have juft now mentioned,. it is matter of aftonifhrhent to find the

fame perfon, who had enjoyed .thehigheft and the beft converfation,

equally delighted with the loweft and the worfj; ; and yet it h certain,

from .Swift's fettlement in Dublin as Dean of St. Patrick's, his choice

of companions in general, fhewed him of a very depraved
tafte."

«« Prom
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ftantly enjoying the fociety of the amiable and accorri-i

plifhed Stella, whofe converfation, by his own account,

was

" From the year 1714. till he appeared in the year 1720, a cham

pion for Ireland againftWood's half-pence, his fpirit of politicks and

of patriotifm was kept almoft clofely confined within his own breaiK

ldlenefs and trifles engroffed too many of his hours : fools and fycoJ

phants too much of his
converfation.''

His anfwerer, Dr. Delany, fired with indignation at this falfe

chafge, replies to him in the following manner :
"

My Lord, you have been fo grofsly abufed, in the accounts which

di&ated thofe two paragraphs to you, that I am almoft afhamed to fet

you right.

" The meaneft man I ever heard of his converting with during
that period, was Mr. Worrall, a Clergyman, a Mafter of Arts, a

Reader and Vicar of his Cathedral, and a Mafter of the Song. He

was nearly of his own ftanding in the College ; a good walker, a man

of fenfe, and a great deal of humour. Mr. Worrall's fituation in the

Church, naturally engaged his attendance upon the Dean, every

time he went thither : and their walks naturally ended either in the

Dean's dining with him, or he with the Dean. But as the Dean was

a Jingle man, the former happened more frequently : and this in*

tercourfe at laft ended in the Dean's dining with him, as often as

he pleafed, at a certain rate, and inviting as many friends as he

pleafed upon the fame
terms."

The Doflor then proceeds to relate his intimacy with the Grattans,
a numerous race of brothers, all in affluent or eafy circumftances, a

fet of men as generally acquainted, and as much beloved, as any one

family in the nation. After a particular defcription of each of thefe,

he proceeds thus :
"

Thefe, my Lord, were men of open hearts, and
free fpirits : who as little deferved, and as much difdained the cha

raaer and office of fycophants, as any Nobleman of your's, or any
nation. And yet thefe, with their allies, the Jackfons, fcfr. genteel,
agreeable, and well bred men and women, were the companions of

many of Swift's eafieft and happieft hours : fuch companions, as na

wife man ever wanted, or at leaft would want, if he could help it 3

any more than he would his night-gown, -his couch, or his eafy
chair."

" Whether the Grattans led Swift, or he them, into the acquaint

ance of their friends, George Rochfort, and Peter Ludlow, I cannot
fay. But this I know, that he lived much with thofe gentlemen, arid

cultivated their friendfhip with a very diftinguifhed affeftion, and

efteem '■
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was the moft engaging of any he had ever met with, ei

ther in man or woman. And he found in Dr. Sheri

dan, that beft cordial of life, a bofom friend,, towhom

he could open himfelf without reftrainr, in all humours,
and who was peculiarly calculated for the Bagatelle, of
which Swift at that time profeffed himfelf fo fond, as

the only means of keeping up his fpirits in the gloom

that forroiinded him. He had the pleafore of hearing
often from hisformer friends, whofe letters breathed the

fame cordial affection, and high esteem which they al

ways profeffed for him. Among this number were Lord

Bolingbroke, Lord Harley, Mr; Addifon, Dr. Arbuth-

not, Prior, Pope, Lewis, &c. the Duchefs ofOrmond,
and Lady Bolingbroke. In the year 1715, when Lord

Oxford was committed to the Tower, Swift wrote pref-

efteem : and it is certain, that they well deferved the higheft regard

and diftin&ton he could pay them.

§>uales animee neque candidiares terra tulir,

Nee queis te magis oftaj/es amicum.

Such fouls ! more candid never earth produced,

Nor whom you could more wifely wifh your friends.

"

They were men of fortune, fcholars, men of parts, men of

jmnioiir, men of 'wit, and men of virtue Greater companions Swift

might have eonverfed with, bat better he neither did, nor could.—

Let me add to thefe another gentleman, for whom the Dean had a

particular eiteem, Matthew Forde, a man of family, and fortune:

a fine gentleman, and the beft lay-fcholar of his time, and
nation."

"

Thefe, with the Fellows of the College, D*. Walmfley, Dr. Hel-

Qfam, Dr. Delany, Mr. Stppford (now Bifhop of Cloyne) and Dr.

Sheridan, among the men: and Lady Eu (lace, Mrs.. Moore, Lady

Betty Rochfort, and Mrs. Ludlow, Ladies fufficienily diftinguilhed,

of the other fex ; were, with Stella, and her friends, Swift's princi

pal acquaintance and companions', during the period you mention, and

treat as the zel-a of his infamy.
" I might mention: fome others of very diftinguifhed characters, who

made up, I will not fay, that admired, but 1 can fay with truth, that

envied fociety, in which Swift paffed his life at that period. But, 1

h&pe I have already faid fufficfcnt to fet you
right."

fingly
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fingly to him that he might be permitted to attend him

There. His letter begins thus.
<c

My Lord, it may

look like an idle or officious thing in me, to give your

Lordihip any interruption under your prefent circum

ftances : yet I could never forgive myfelf, if, after having
been treated for feveral years with the greateft kindnefs

anddiftinction, by a perfon of your Lordfhip's virtue,

I fhould omit making you at this time the humbleft of

fers of my poor fervice and attendance. It is the firft

time I ever follicited you in my own behalf ; and if I

am refufed, it will be the firft request you ever refufed

me."

But Lord Oxford, however desirous he might be

of the prefence of fuch a friend, whofe converfation

might contribute more than any thing in the world to

foften the rigour of confinement, was too generous to

put him to fuch an inconvenience on that account. Yet

immediately on his releafe from the Tower, he expref

fed his desire of feeing him in England, if it might be

consistent with his affairs ; in a letter full of the warmest

expressions of friendfhip and affection.

Auguft 6, 17 17.

" Two years retreat has made me tafte the converfa

tion of my dearest friend, with a greater relifh than

ever, at the time of my being charmed with it in our

frequent journies to Windfor. My heart is often with

you, but I delayed writing in expectation of giving a

perfect anfwer about my going to Brampton; but the

truth is, the warmth of rejoicing in thofe parts, is fo

far from abating, that I am perfuaded bymy friends to
go into Cambridgefhire, where you are too juft not to

believe you will be welcome before any one in the

world. The longing your friends have to fee you muft

be fubmitted to the judgment yourfelf makes of all

circumftances. At prefent this feems to be a cooler

climate,
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clirriate, than your ifland is like to be when they af-

femble, He. Our impatience to "fee you, fhould riot

draw you into bneafinefs. We long to embrace yo,U|
if you find it may be of no inconvenience toyourfelf*

OjtFORB."

Lord Bdlingbroke's letters during his exile, are not

inferior to Lord Oxford's in expressions of the highest

regard and friendfhip. In that of October 23^ 1716",

are the following paffages;
" It is a very great truthj

that among all the loffes which I have fuftained, none

affected me more fenfibly, than that of your company

and correfpohdence 3 and yet, even now* I fhould not.

venture to write to you, did not you provokeme to it.

Your letter breathes the fame fpirit, as your converfa

tion at all times infpired, even when the oecafions of

practising the fevereft rules of virtuous fortitude feemed

moft remote. Adieu, dear friend; may the kindest

influence of Heaven be fhed upon yom Whether we

may ever meet again, that Heaven only knows : if we

do, what millions of things fhall we have to talk over !

In the mean while, believe that nothing fits fo near my

heart, as my country^ and my friends, and that among
thefe you ever had, and ever fhall have; a principal

place."

In another letPer he fays*
" I know not whepher the

love of fame increafes as we advance in age; fure I am,

that the force of friendfhip does. I loved you almoft

twenty years ago ; I thought of you as well as I do

now; better was beyond the power of conception ; or,

to avoicj an equivoque, beyond the extent of my
ideas."

In the year 17 17, Swift received a letter from Lewis,

giving him an account of the diftreft situation of Prior's

affairs, and of a defign fet on foot by his friends to pu

blish, his Works by fubfeription, in order to his relief.

O This
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This gave him an opportunity of exerting that zeaL

for which he was fo remarkable, whenever the caufe of

his friend, or diftreft merit, called upon him. Upon

this occasion he made ufe of all his influence to fo good

purpofe, that in a few months he fent him fuch a large

lift of fubferibers, that Priorwas aftonifhed at it. His

eameftnefs to ferve him,, and to give him accounts of

his fuccefs in his follicitations, appears from the quick

fucceffion of letters fent by him on the occasion. Prior,
in anfwer to thefe, begins his letter of July 30, 1717,
thus.

.

" I have the favour of four letters from you, of

the 9th, 13th, 1 6th, and 20th and he con-

eludes his letter thus : " Pray give my fervke t0 all

friends in general. I think, as you have, ordered the

matter, you have made the greater part of Ireland lift

themfelves under that number. I do not know how you

can recompenfe them, but by coming over to help me
to correct the book which I promifed

theim"

What an inftance is here of the vicissitudes in human

affairs, when a man who had been Ambaffador Pleni

potentiary to the Court of France, fhould, in the fpaqe

of a few years, be reduced to fuch a forry expedient (as
Swift terms it) to keep him above want!

During this- period, Swift's pen feems to have been

thrown aside, or employed only in Trifles, except two

Tracts drawn up by him foon after his fettlement in

Ireland: the one, intitled "Memoirs relating to that

Change which happened in the Queen's Miniftry in the

year 1710. Written in Oaober
1714."

The other,
" An Enquiry into the Behaviour of the Queen's laft

Miniflry, with relation to their quarrels among them

felves, and the defign charged upon them of altering
the focceffion of the Crown." His view in thefe was*

to lay open all the fprings which moved the political

machine during that period ; and to exonerate the Mi

nistry
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hiftry from that heavy charge,' fo loudly and generally

made againft them, of a design to bririglnthe Pre

tender. As he was a man more in the confidence of

that Miniftry, than any other in the world; of a faga-

city not easily Po be duped; a fincerity incapable of be^

!ing biaffedy andof most undoubted veracity; there wa3

no one living fo capable of executing fuch a tafk; Arid

when we examine the strength of argument with which

he has supported his positions ; When we reflect that

thefe Tracts were drawn up without any view of their

being publifhed 'till after his death* and therefore cbulel

anfwer no private end, the impartial world will neeeffa-

rily be of his fide. Confident affertions, and loud cla-

.mours of a party, . unfupported.by any proofs, though

fought for with all the diligence of perfevering malice

and revenge; however they may fpread for a time

through the fpirit of faction, will never prevail With aft

.unprejudiced pofterity, againft conclusive arguments,

supported by established- facts. ".To enlighten pofterity
with regard to.thofe points* for, he had no hopes of the

"prefent age, was Swift's motive for leaving thofe pieces

behind him, and no doubt his end will be anfwered.

During almoft fix years after his return to Ireland*
Swift kept his refolution of not meddling at all with

public affairs. He few With indignation the cruel op-1

preffion under which his country laboured, and with

the deepeft concern, the miferable ftate to which it was

reduced. But as he knew that all efforts to Item the

torrent^ during the violence of party* would be fruit-

lefs, he prudently waited 'till it had spent its force. Iri

the year 1720, when the ferment feemed to have fob*

flded, he publifhed his firft Political Tract relative to

Ireland, intitled, A Propoful for theuniverfal Ufe hf Irifh

Manufai7ur.es.
In"

which he cautioufly avoids touching
upon party matters', and points, out to the people o£

O a Ireland,,
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Ireland, that a great part of their poverty and'diftrefl

was owing to their
own folly,; and that the remedy Was

in their own hands. Of this Pamphlet, and the con-

fcquences produced from! it, he has given the follow*-

ing accbiint in a letter to Pope. u I have written in

this kingdom, a difcou-rfe to perfuade the wretched

people to wear their own manufactures, instead of thofe

from- England :■ this Treatife foon fpread very faft, be

fog agreeable to the fentiments of the whole nation^

except of thofe gentlemen who had employment*, or

were expectants. Upon which a perfon in great office

here, immediately took the alarm ; he fent in hafle for

the Chief Juftice, and informed him of a feditious, fac

tious* and virulent Pamphlet, lately publifhed with a-

defign of fetting the two kingdoms at variance; direct-

ing at the fame time, that the printer fhould be profe-

euted with the utmoft. rigour of the law. The Chief

Juftice has fo quick an underftanding,. that he refolved,

if poffible,, to out-do his orders. The Grand Juries of

the county and city were effectually practiced with, to;
prefent the faid Pamphlet with all aggravating epi

thets, for which they had thanks fent them from Eng
land, and their prefentments publifhed, for feveral

weeks, in all the News-papers.—The printer was lev

ied, and forced to give great bail. After his trial, the

Jury brought him in Not Guilty, although they had

been culled with the utmoft industry r the Chief Juftice

fent them back nine times, and kept them eleven hours y
until being perfectly tired out, they were forced to leave

the matter to the mercy of the Judge, by what they
call, a Special Verdiel. During the trial, the Chief

Juftice, among other singularities, laid his hand on hi*

breast* and protested folemnly, that the Author's de
fign was to bring in the Pretender, although there was

not a fingle fyllable of party iaphe whole Treatife;. and

although
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■although it was known that the moft eminent of thofe

who profeffed his own principles, publickly difailowed

his proceedings. But the caufe being fo very odious

and unpopular, the trial of the verdict was deferred

from one term to another, until upon the Duke of

Grafton's, the Lord Lieutenant's arrival, his Grace,
aftermature advice, and permjffion from England, was

pleafed to grant a Noli
profeaui."

From this experiment Swift"learned that the

ofparty, howeverconcealed under afhes, might be re

vived with the leaft breath, and blown into a blaze.

He therefore withdrew into his former retirement, after

having taken ample vengeance on the Chief
Juftice,'

by exposing him in the moft odious colours, and ren

dering him an object of general deteftation. But what

ever efforts he ufed to fubdue his indignation at the

cruel acts of oppression and injuftice under which
his"

country laboured, by confining it within his own breaft,
yet his heart was conftantly corroded with the feenes

ofmifery which forrounded him ; and his patriotic fpi

rit, thus -confined, proved
only"

as an evil one to tor

ment him. Of the effect which Phis had on his tern-'

per, we have many inftances in his letters. Dr. Delany
mentions a remarkable one, who calling on him

day, when upon fome occafion he feemed in an

mon ftate of irritation, being afked by Swift,
*c Whe<-

ther the corruptions arid villainies ofmen in power, did

not eat his ftefh, and exhauft his fpirits f
"

Anfwered,
**that in truth tfrejf did

not:"

he then afked in a fury
why

—
why—" how can you help it ? how can you avoid

it
?"

Delany calrrily replied,
" becaufe I am commanded

to the
contrary"

—Fret not thyfelf'hecaufe of the ungodly.

As no Work- of his has appeared written during the

fpaee of near four years after his publishing the
above-

HJentionedPafnfhleP/ip-iiS'highiy probable that his lei-

0 3 fore
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fure hours were wholly employed in writing
Guiliver's-

Travel. In which general fatyr on the vices, follies,
and absurdities ofmankind, he gave vent to that fpleen,

which was in a continualrftaPe of irritation from the ob

jects that furrounded him.

In fhe year 1724, an opportunity offered, which he

eagerly embraced, of difperfing thofe clouds, behind

which he had fo long been concealed, and of blazing
forth in higher luftre phan ever. At that time a project

was fet on foop by oneWilliam Wood, an obfeure mar},

which, had it focceeded, would have ended in phe to

tal, and perhaps irretrievable ruin of Ireland. A pa

tent was granted to this man, in a most extraordinary

manner, for coining half-pence for the ufe of Ireland,
without confulting a,ny mortal of that kingdom, or

even giving any previous notice of it to the Lord Lieu?

tenant. Justly alarmed at the confequences to be apr

prehended from this, and fired with refentment at the

indignity with which they we/e treated, the Parliament,

Privy-Council, Grand Juries, and numerous bodies of

phe inhabitants throughout the kingdom, fent over

(trong remonstrances againft this proceedings but all

po no purpofe. The Britifh Minifter, who had his own

views in prornoting this favourite project, determined

ro fupport the Patent ; and being then poffeffed qf the

fame plenitude of power? with all the infolence of -a

Turkifh Vizier, was deaf to phe rempnftrances of the

natipn, and refolved to cram the halfpence down their

throats. Though to be mafter of the fuhjeet, it will
be neceffary to read all that Swift has written upon it,
yet }t may not be amifs here to give a general idea of

the cafe, in an extract from a moft masterly
addrefs- to

pqth Houfe? pf Parliamenp drawn pip by him on the oc-?

cafion.
"
There is one particular, which although I

J^y? mentioned more than once in fome pf my former

papers,
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papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little en

large upon it; becaufe I do not remember to have read

or heard of the like, in the hiftory of any age or coun

try ; neither do I ever reflect upon it without the utmoft

aftonifhment.

(<After Phe unanimous addrefles tohisfacred Majefty
againft this Patent ofWood, from both Houfes ofPar

liament ; and likewife an addrefs from the Privy -Coun

cil", towhom, under the chief governors the whole ad-

ininiftration is intrufted, the matter is referred to a

Committee of Council in London. Wood and his ad

herents are heard on one fide, and a few volunteers,

without any truft or direction from hence. The que-

ftion, as I remember, chiefly turned upon the want of

half-pence in Ireland: witneffes are called on behalf of

Wood, of what credit I have formerly fhewn: upon

the iffue the Patentis found good and legal; all his

Majefty's officers here, not excepting themilitary, com

manded to be aiding and aflifting to make it effectual :

fhe addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament, of the Privy-

Council, and of the city of Dublin ; the declarations of

moft counties and corporations through the kingdom,
are all together laid afide, as of no weight, confequence^

oroonfideration whatfoever, and the whole kingdom of

Ireland nonfuited in default of appearance ; as if it were

a private Caufe between John Doe, plaintiff, and Rich

ard Rowe, defendant.
"With great refpect to thofe honourable perfons, the

Committee of Council in London, I have not under

stood them to be ourGovernors, Counfellors, or Judges.

Neither did our cafe turn at all upon the queftion,

whether Ireland wanted halfpence; for there is no

doubt but we do want both halfpence, gold, and sil

ver ; and we have numberlefs other wants, and ferine

Jhap we are nop fo much as allowed to name, although

0 4 they
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they are peculiar to this nation ; to which, no other is

fubject, whom God hath bleffed with religion and laws,
or any degree of foil and fonfhine: but for what de-*

merits on our fide, I am altogether in the dark,

" But I do not remember that our want of half,

pence, was either affirmed or denied, in any of our

addreffes, or declarations againft thofe of Wood. We

alledged the fraudulent obtaining and executing of

Patent ; the bafenefs of his metal ; and the prodigious

fum po be coined, which might be increafed by Health,
from foreign importation, and his own counterfeits, as

well as thofe at home; whereby we muft infallibly lofe

all our little gold and filver, and all our poor remainder

of a very limited and difoouraged trade. We urged

that the Patent was paffed without the leaft reference

hither; and without mention of any fecurity given by
Wood to receive his own half-pence upon demand,
both which are contrary to all former proceedings in

the like cafes,.

f* But in the name of God, and of all juftice an4

piety, when the King's Majefty was pleafed that this

Patent fhould pafs, is it not to be underftood, that he

conceived, believed, and intended it as a graciousact.

For the good and benefit pf his fobjects, for phe advan

tage of a greap and fruitful kingdom ; of the moft loyal

kingdom upon earth, where no hand or voice was ever

lifted up againft him ; a kingdom, where the paffage is
not three hours from Britain, and a kingdom where the

Papifts haye lefs power and lefs land than in England?
Can it be denied pr dpubted, that his Majefly's Minir

Iters underftood, and prppofed the fame end, the good

pf thi§ nation, when they adyifed the paffmg of this

Patent ? Can phe perfon pfWood be otherwife regard

ed, than as the. inftrument, the rnechanick, the head

workman, to prepare his furnace, his fuel, his metal,

anq
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*&d his stamps.? If I employ a fhoe-boy, is it in view

to his advantage, or to my own convenience ? I men

tion the perfon of William Wood alone, becaufe no

other appears, and we are not to reafon upon furmifes,
neither would it avail, if they had a real foundation.
"

Allowing therefore, for we cannot do lefs, that this
Patent for the coining of half-pence, was wholly in

tended by a gracious King, and a wife public-fpirited

Miniftry, for the advantage of Ireland ; yet, when the

whole kingdom to a man, for whofe good Phe Patent

was defigned, do, upon the matureft confideration,

univerfally join in openly declaring, protesting, addreff-

ing, petitioning againft thefe halfpence, as the moft

ruinous project that ever was fet on foot, to complete
the flavery and destruction of a poor innocent country**

is it, was it, can it, or will it ever be a queftion, not

whether fuch a kingdom, or William Wood fhould be

againer, but whether fuch a kingdom fhould be wholly

undone^ deftroyed, funk, depopulated, made a feene

of mifery and defolation, for the fake of William

Wood ? God of his infinite mercy avert this dreadful

judgment; and it is our univerfal wifh, that God would

put it into your hearts, to be his instrument for fo good.

a work.

" For my own part, who am but one man, of ob

feure condition, I do folemnly declare, in the prefence

of Almighty God, that I will foffer the moft ignomi*

nious and torturing death, rather tha"n fubmit to re

ceive this accurfed coin, or any other that fhall be

liable to the fame objections, until they fhall be forced

upon me by a law of my own country ; and if that fhall

ever happen, I v/ill tranfport myfelf into fome foreign

jiand, and eat the bread ofpoverty among a free people.
" The great ignominy of a whole kingdom's lying

fp long at mercy under fo. vife aq adyerfary, is fuch a

deplorable
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deplorable aggravation, that the utmoft expressions of

fhame and rage are too low to fet it forth, and therefore

I fhall leave it to receive fuch a refentment, as is worthy

of a
Parliament."

Upon the firft tidings of the Patent's being paffed in

fo extraordinary a manner, Swift took up the pen, and

under the feigned character of M. B. Drapier, repre-

fenped all the fatal confequences that would neceffarily

attend the carrying of it into execution, in fo plain and

clear a light, as fpread a general alarm through all ranks

and orders ofmen throughout the nation.

But as the Parliament, the Privy-Council, Grand Ju

ries, and fo many bodies corporate of the kingdom ad-

drefftd, remonstrated, and petitioned againft it, their

fears were at an end, as fuppofing it impossible that thefe
fhould not prevail. Yet what was their aftonifhment to

find that all thefe, and the cry of the whole nation, were

treated with the utmoft contempt, and a fham enquiry

fet on foot by a Committee of the Privy-Council in Eng
land, which ended in fending over orders to all Officers

under the Crown in Ireland, to be aiding and affifting to

the utmoft of their power in fopporting Wood's Patent,
and giving circulation to his accurfed coin. As all per

fons in office at that time were in the moft flavifo depen-

dance on the Britifh Miniftry, there were no hopes but

that they would pay implicit obedience to the commands

of their mailers, efpecially as they could do it under con

tour of loyalty, as oppofing the Patent was called, in the

language of thofe days, flying in the King's face. And if

this coin was once received into the publick offices, and

iffued out to pay the King's troops, the affair was over,

To prevent this there was but one way, which was to

raife fuch a fpirit in the whole body of the people, as tQ

determine them never to receive one piece of this coin in

payment. This he fo effectually performed in a feries of

lepters,
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letters, under the fame signature ofM. B. Drapier, which
were univerfaily read over the whole kingdom, that there
was fearce an individual po be found, even down po Phe

Joweft peafanp, except a few placemen, who did not

form this refolution. And in order, to bind them to it

more effectually, in his fecond letter he drew up the fol

lowing advertifement.
" Whereas one William Wood,

hard-ware-man, now or lately fojourning in the Gity of

London, hath, by many mifreprefentapions, procured a

Patent for coining a hundred and eight thoufand pounds,

in copper half-pence, for this kingdom, which is a fom

five times greater than our occafions require : and where

as it is notorious that the faid Wood hath, coined his half

pence of fuch bafe metal, and falfe weight, that they are

at beft fix parts in feven below the real value : and where

as we have reafon to apprehend, that the faid Wood may
at-

any time hereafter clandeftinely coin as many more

half-pence as he pleafes: and whereas the faid Patent

neither doth, nor can oblige his Majefty's fobjedts to re

ceive the faid half-pence in any payment, but leaves it to

their voluntary choice, becaufe by law the fubject cannot

be obliged to take anymoney, except gold or filver : and

whereas, contrary to the letter and meaning of the faid

Patent, the -faid Wood hath declared, that every perfon

fhall be obliged t0 take five-pence half-penny of his coin
in every payment : and whereas, the Houfe of Commons,
?,nd Privy-Council have feverally addrefled his moft facred

Majefty, rep.refenting phe ill confequences which the faid

coinage may have upon this kingdom : and laftly, wherer

as it is univerfaily agreed that the whole nation to a man,

except Mr. Wood and his confederates, are in the utmoft

apprehenfions of the ruinous confequences that muft fol

low from the faid coinage ; therefore we, whofe names are

underwritten, being perfons of considerable eftates in this

kingdom, aqd refiders therein^ dp unanimoufly refolve

3 and



304 THE LIFE OF

and declare, that we will never receive one farthing
of*'

half-
penny

of the faid Wood's coining ; and that we will

direct all our PenanPs to refufe the faid coin from -any
per*

Jen whatsoever, of which that they may not be ignorant,

we have fent them a copy of this, advertifement, to be read

eo the-m by our stewards,
receivers,"

He.

Numbers of thefe advertifements, figned by & multi

tude of names, together with the Drapier's Letters, were

foon difperfed over the kingdom, and produced fuch a

KFtiverfal outcry in all ranks of people againft this odious

project, that
the poor tools of power did not dare to at

tempt any thing
in support of it. But the Englifh Mi

nifter, -not
at all intimidated by this violent oppofition,

feemed refblutely bent on carrying the point. With this

view, he fent over the Lord Carteret, lately appointed

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, long before the ufual time of;

the Chief Governor's going to that kingdom, with
direc-'

tions to affemble the Parliament, which had been pro

rogued to a diftant day, foon after his arrival, revoking

that prorogation, a thing very unufual. Here he was to

try the
common methods of fecuring a majority, in

order'

to get the sanction of the Irifh Parliament to the measure.

On his arrival, a proclamation was publifoed by his Ex

cellency and Council, offering a reward of three hundred

pounds, for difeovering the author of the fourth Drapier's

Letter. Harding, the Printer of that Letter, was impri

soned, and a bill of indictment was to be prepa

red againft him. Upon this occafion Swift wrote a fhort

Paper, called Seafonable Advice to the Grand Jury,
He\-

copies of which were diftributed to every perfon of the

Grand Jury the evening before the bill was to be prefent-

ed, and had fuch an effect, that the bill was unanimoufly
thrown out. Upon which the fame Lord Chief-J uftice,
who bad before acted with fuch violence in a former pro

secution of the Dean's printer, in a moft arbitrary and il

legal
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leo-al manner, difcharged the Jury in a rage. But tkm

proceedings far from ferving the caufe which heefooufed,

only rendered it. the more defperate, by exafperating

men's minds, already sufficiently provoked. For. the

next Grand-Jury that was fommoned, not content with

fkreening the friends to. their country, made a violent at

tack-
upon the enemy, by the following strong

prefeM-

rnent, drawn up by Swift, at the request of fome of the

Jury,

The: Presentiment of the
Grand-Jury of the Comfy

of the: City ef Dublin.

Whereas feveral great quantities of bafe metal, coin-.

ed, commonly called Wood's halfpence, have been

brought into the port of Dublin, and lodged in feveral

houfes of this city, with an intention to makethem pals

clandeftinely among his Majefly's fubjects of this king
dom, notwithstanding the Addreffes of both Houfes of

Parliament, and the Privy -Council, and moft of the Cor

porations of this city againft the faid coin : and whereas

his Majefty has been graciously pleafed to leave his loyal

fubjects of this kingdom at liberty to take or refufe the

faid half-pence :

We the Grand Jury of the county of the city of Dub

lin, this Michaelmas term 1724, having entirely at heart

his Majesty's intereft, and the welfare of our country;

and being thoroughly fenfible of the great difcouragements

which trade hath suffered by the apprehenfions of the faid

coin, whereof we have already felt the difmal effects ; and

that the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the great

diminution of his Majefly's Revenue, and the ruin of us

and our pofterity, do prefent all foch perfons as have at-

jtempPed, or fhall endeavour by fraud, or otherwife, to

impofe
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impofe Phe faid half-pence upon us, contrary to his Ma

jefly's moft gracious intentions, as enemies to his Majes

ty's government, and to the fafety, peace, and welfare

of all his Majefly's fubjects of this kingdom ; whofe af

fections have been fo eminently diftinguifhed by their

zeal to his illustrious family, before his happy acceffion to

the throne, and by their continued loyalty ever since.

As we do, with all juft gratitude, acknowledge the

fervices of all fuch patriots as have been eminently zea

lous for the intereft of his Majefty and this country,. in

detedting the fraudulent impofition of the faid Wood, and

preventing the paffing of his bafe coin ; fo we do* at the

fame time, declare our abhorrence and deteftation of

all reflections on his Majefty and his government;

and that we are ready with our lives and fortunes to de

fend his moft facred Majefty againft the Pretender, and

all his Majefly's open and fecret enemies, both at home

and abroad.

Given under our hands, He.

Upon this prefentment, followed by feveral others

in the different counties, the affair was looked upon a&

defperate, and being reprefented in that light to the

Minifter by Lord Carteret, the Patent was withdrawn,

and Phe half-pence foppreffed.

Never was greater exultation fhewn upon any occa

fion than appeared in the whole nation, upon the defeat

of this infamous project ; the Drapier was hailed by the
univerfal voice as the faviour of his country. His

name refouncfed from foore to fhore ; his effigies was

fet up in every street; and innumerable bumpers were

daily fwallowed to his health.

Whoever examines the Drapier's Letters with atten

tion will find, that the great talents of Swift never ap
peared in a more confpicuous light than on this occa

fion. He faw that a plan was formed by the Britifh

Minifter
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Minifter to bring his country into the utmoft diftrefk

Notwithstanding the apparent oppofition given to it by
the Irifh Parliament and Privy-Council, he knew too>

well the fervile difpofuion of all men in office at that

time, and their abject dependarice on the Minifter, to
fuppofe they would continue firm in their oppofition, at

the certain lofs of their places, if he was determined to

carry the point. He faw therefore no pofiible means of

preventing the evil, but raifing fuch a fpirit in the whole:

body of the people, as would make them refolve on no

account whatfoever to receive this coin. His writings

in the character of a Drapier were in fuch plain lan

guage, as rendered them perfectly intelligible to the

meaneft capacities. His arguments were fo naturally

deduced, and in fuch an eafy feries, from simple and

evident principles, Ss carried the fullest conviction to

every mind. But as it was neceffary to his purpofe to

roufe the feelings, as well as convince the^understand

ings ofmankind ; without ever appearing to apply at all

to the passions, he raifes them to the highest pitch, by
feemingly cafoal strokes here and there interfperfed. So

that the whole, on a tranfient view, appeared what it

profeffed to be, the work of an honeft fhop-keeper, of

plain common fenfe, who ftarted out of his sphere to

commence writer, upon a view of the imminent dan

ger with which his country was threatened ; and who

could not, now and then, in the courfe of his argu

ment, fopprefs the honeft indignation which rofe in

his breaft, ap the unparalleled infolence of power, in

treating a great and loyal kingdom with fuch indignity
as would have been thought intolerable, even by the in
habitants of the Ifte of Man. Yet plain and fimple as

thefe writings feem to be at firft view, and fuch as every
common Reader would imagine he could produce him

felf, upon a clofeK infpectipn- they would be found to be

works
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works of Phe moft confummate fkill and art; and who>

ever fhould attempt to to perform the like, would
he1

obliged to fay with Horace,

Sudet multum, fruftaque laboret

Quivis fperet idern^

I remember to have heard the late Hawkins Browne

fay, that the Drapier's Letters were the moft perfect

pieces of oratory ever compofed fince the days of De-

mofthenes. And indeed, upon a comparifon, there

will appear a great fimilitude between the two writers;

They both made ufe of the plaineft words, and fuch

as were in moft general ufe* which they adorned only

by a proper and beautiful arrangement of them. They
both made choice of the moft obvious topics, which,

by the force of genius they placed in a new light. They
were equally fkilful in the arrangement and clofenefs of

their arguments ; equally happy in the choice and bref

vity of their allufions : each fo entirelymafter of his art,

as entirely to conceal the appearance of art, fo that they
feized on the paffions by furprize. Nor were the effects

produced by the Orations ofDemosthenes on the Athe

nians, though fet off with all the advantage of a moft

powerful elocution, greater than what followed from

the filent pen of Swift. For in a nation made up of

the moft difcordant materials, who never before
agreed*

in any one point, he produced fuch a unanimity, that

Englifh and Irifo, Proteftant, Prefbyterian, and Papift,
fpoke the fame language, and had but one voice. There
is one advantage indeed which Swift had over De-

mofthenes, in that admirable vein of wit and humour,
peculiar to himfelf, at which the other often made un-

fuccefsful attempts; and of which, though fparingly*
we find fome fhining inftances fcattered through thofe

letters.
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letters. One ofwhich is fo excellent, that I am tempt

to prefent the passage to the Reader. Where,

fpeaking in the affumed character of the Drapier, he

fays*
" I am very fenfible that fuch a work as I have

undertaken, might have worthily employed a much

better pen : but, when a houfe is attempted to be rob

bed, it often happens that the weakeft in the family,
runs firft to flop the door. All my affiftance, were fome

informations from an eminent perfon ; whereof I anl

afraid I have fpoiled a few, by endeavouring to make

them of a piece with my own productions; and the

reft, I was not able to manage. I was in the cafe of

David, who could not rriove in the armour of Saul*
and therefore I rather chofe to attack this uncircumcifed

Philistine (Wood I mean) with a fling and a stone*

And I may fay for Wood's honour, as well as my Own*

that he refembles Goliah in many circumftances, very

applicable to the prefent purpofe ; for, Goliah had- a

helmet of brafs upon his head, and he was armed with a

coat of mail, and the weight of the cent wasfive thoufand

fhekles of brafs, and he had greaves of brafs upon his legs>

and a target of brafs between his flooulders.—Xn fhort he

'was, like Mr.Wood, all over-brafs, and he defied the ar±

mies of the living God.—Goliah's conditions of combat*

were likewife the fame with thofe of Wood : if he pre

vail againft us, then fhall we be his fervants. But if it

happens that I prevail over him, I renounce the other

part of the condition ; he fhall never be a fervant of

mine ; for I do not think him fit to be trufted in any

honest man's
fhop."

Nothing fhewed the generalfhip of Swift in a higher

point of view, during this contest, than his choice of

ground both for attack and defence-.- He well knew of

what importance it was to fleer clear of party ; and that

if he had atpacked Phe Britifh Minifter as the real Au-

P thor,
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thor, promoter, and
abettor of this project, he would

immediately have been ftigmatized with the name of,

Jacobite, and his writings of courfe difregarded.
He'

therefore treated the matter all along as if there were no

parties concerned but William Wood hardware-man,

on the one fide ; and the whole kingdom of Ireland on

the other. Or, as he himfelf expreffes it, it was BeU

lum atque virum, a kingdom on one fide, and William

Wood on the other. Nay he went farther, and finding
that Wood in his feveral publications had often made

ufe of Mr. Walpole's name, he takes upon him the de

fence of the latter in feveral paffages of his Fourth

Letter, which he concludes thus :
" But I will now de

monstrate, beyond all contradiction, that Mr. Wal-

pole is againft this project of Mr. Wood, and is an en

tire friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible argu

ment; that he has the univerlal opinion of being- a

wife man, an able Minifter, and in all his proceedings

purfuing the true intereft of the King his Mafter: and

that as his integrity is above all corruption, fo is his for

tune above all

temptation."

By the ufe of this irony, a

double edged weapon, which he knew how to manage

with peculiar dexterity, his argument cut both ways.

To the bulk of Readers it might pafs for a real acquit

tal of Mr. Walpole of the charge brought againft him,

which would anfwer one end ; and to thofe of more dif-

cernment, it obliquely pointed out the true object of

their refentment ; but this fo guardedly, that it was im-

poffible to make any ferious charge againft the Author

of his having fuch a defign.

In the courfe of thefe writings, Swift took an oppor

tunity of laying open his political principles, declaring
the moft zealous attachment to the Proteftant fuccef-

fion in the Houfe of Hanover, and utter abhorrence

of the Pretender : by which means he removed the

chief
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chief prejudice conceived againft him, on account of

the ill-founded charge of -his being a Jacobite, and

opened the way for that tide of popular favour which

afterwards flowed in upon him from all fides.

During the publication of the Drapier's Letters,

Swift took great pains to conceal himfelf from being
known as the Author. The only perfons in the fecret

were Robert Blakely, his butler, whom he employed as

his Amanuenfis; and Dr. Sheridan. As Robert was

not the moft accurate tranfcriber, the_ copies were al

ways delivered by him to the Doctor, in order to their

being corrected, and fitted for the prefs j by whom they

were conveyed to the printer in fuch a way, as to pre

vent a poffibility of difcovery. It happened that Ro

bert Blakely, the very evening of the day on which the

Proclamation was iffued offering a reward of300 pounds

fordifeovering the Author of the Drapier's Fourth Let

ter, had ftaid out later than ufoal without his Mailer's

leave. The Dean ordered the door to be locked at the

accuftomed hour, and fhut him out. The next morn

ing the poor fellow appeared before him with marks of

great contrition ; when Swift would listen to none of

his excufes, but abufing him outrageoufly* bade him

strip off his livery, and quit his houfe that moment.

" What—you villain* faid he, is it becaufe1 am'in your

power, you dare take thefe liberties ? Get out of my

houfe you fcoundrel, and receive the reward of your

treachery."

Mrs. Johnfon, Who was at the Deanery,
and greatly alarmed at this fcene, immediately dif-

patched a meffenger to Dr. Sheridan, to come and try
to make up matters. Upon his arrival he found Kobert

Walking about the hall in great agitation, and fbedding
abundance of tears; enquiring into the caufe of this,

he was told that his Mafter had juft difcharged him.

The Doctor bade him be of good cheer, for he Would

P 2 under-
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undertake to pacify the Dean, and that he fhould ftill

be continued in his place. That is not what vexes me,

replied the honeft creature ; to be fore I fhould be very

forty to lofe fo good a Mafter, but what grieves me to

the foul is, that my Mafter fhould have fo bad an opi

nion of me, as to fuppofe me capable of betraying him

for any reward whatever. When this was told to the

Dean, struck with the generosity of fuch a fentimerit

in one of his low fphere, he immediately pardoned

him, and restored him to favour *. He alfo took the

firft opportunity in his power of rewarding this man for

his fidelity. The place of Verger to the cathedral foon

after becoming vacant, Swift called Robert to him,
and afked him if he had any cloaihs of his own that

were not a livery; to which the other replying in the

affirmative, he defired him immediately to ftrip off his

livery, and put on thofe cloaths. The poor fellow,
quite aftonifhed, begged to know what crime he had

committed that he fhould be difcharged..—Well—do as

I ordered you faid Swift. When he returned in his

new drefs, the Dean called the other fervants into the

room, and told them they were no longer to confider

him as their fellow-fervant Robert, but as Mr. Blakely,
Verger of St. Patrick's cathedral, which place he had

bestowed on him, as a reward for his faithful fervices.

The grateful creature poured forth a thoufand bleffings

on him, and only begged as the greateft favour he could

confer on him, that he might still be continued in the

lame flation, without fee or reward, as he was fure no

one could give fuch fatisfaction to his Mafter in the

difcharge of it, as himfelf. As he was an excellent

This ftory is told in a differentmanner byMr. Deane Swift, with
feveral improbable circumftances, which have not the leaft foundation
in truth, as I had the account exadtly as I have related it immediately
from my father.

fervant,
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fervant, and was accuftomed to all Swift's peculiari

ties, the propofal could not but be very acceptable to

the Dean; and Mr. Blakely accordingly continued to

officiate in that capacity for fome time, as a. volunteer,

without any of the badges of fervitude. But the Maf

ter was too liberal to accept of the generous propofal

made by the fervant ; for, though he paid him no

wages, he took care by handfome prefents, to make

him a full equivalent.

Another anecdote, relative to thefe half-pence, was

communicated to me by Mr. Hofffleger, a native of

Germany, then a resident Merchant of fome eminence

in Dublin ; who was a fpectator of the following feene

which he defcribed to me. The day after the Procla

mation was iffued out againft the Drapier, there was a

full levee at the caftle. The Lord Lieutenant was go

ing round the circle, when Swift abruptly entered the

chamber, and pufhing his way through the crowd, ne

ver flopped till he got within the circle; wherewith

marks of the higeft indignation in his countenance, he ,,

addreffed the Lord Lieutenant with the voice of a

Stentor, that re-echoed through the room,
"

So, m,y

Lord Lieutenant, this is a glorious exploit that you

performed yesterday, in iffuing a Proclamation againft

a poor fhop -keeper, whofe only crime is an honeft

endeavour to fave his country from ruin. You have

given a noble fpecimen of what this devoted na

tion is to hope for, from your government. I

fuppofe you expect a ftatue of copper will be erect

ed to you for this fervice done to Wood. He then

went on for a long time inveighing in the bitterest

terms againft the Patent, and difplaying in the ftrong
eft colours all the fatal confequences of introdu

cing that execrable coin. The whole affembly were

struck mute with wonder at this unprecedented fcene.

The titled flaves^ and vaffals of power* felt, and fhrunk

P 3 into
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into their own littlenefs, in the prefence pf this, man

pf virtue. He flood fopereminent among them, like

his own Gulliver amid a circle of Lilliputians. For

fome time a profound filence enfued. When Lord

Carteret, who had listened with great compofure to the

whole fpeech, made this fine reply, in a line of Vir

gil's :

Res dura, H regni novitas me talia cogunt

Moliri.

The whole affembly was struck with the beauty of

this quotation, and the levee broke up in good humopjc

Some extolling the magnanimity of Swift to the fkijes,
and all delighted with the ingenuity of the Lord Lieu
tenant's anfwer.

When the Patent was withdrawn, and of courfe all

apprehenfions about the coin were over, Swift retired

to Quilca, a houfe ofDr. Sheridan's, in a defolate parp

of the country, where he paffed fome months in finilh-?

ing and preparing his Gulliver's Travels for the prefs.

Early in the next year 1726, he fet out for England,
after an abfence from that country pf near twelve years.

He was received with all demonstrations of joy by hia

old friends, whofe attachment to this incomparable

man, feemed rather increafed than diminifhed by ab

fence.— lhey all expreffed the warmeft wifoes that he

would quit Ireland, and fettle among them, and feveral
plans were propofed to accompliih the point. Nor was

Swift lefs defirous of returning to his own country, for
he always confidered it as fuch, being the country of

his forefathers, though he happened, as he himfelf ex-

preffes it, to be dropped in Ireland : nor is it furprifing
that his heart yearned to pafs the remainder of his days

Hard fortune, and the newnefs of my reign, compel me to fuch
meafures.

among
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among a fet of his old friends, who gave fuch proofs of

their unalterable attachment to him, and were, at the

fame time, in point of talents and genius, the foremost

men of the age. But, however ardent their wifhes

might be, there Were little hopes of their being fulfilled,
as both he and his friends were obnoxious to thofe in

power. Some expectations were however formed from

the favourable reception he met with at Leicefter-houfe.

The Princefs ofWales, afterwards Queen Caroline, fet

up for a patronefs of men of genius, and affected to

converfe much with all men diftinguifhed for literature

and talents. Upon hearing of Swift's arrival in Lon

don, fhe immediately fent to defire to fee him. Of

this he gives the following account in a letter to Lady
Betty Germaine, 1732-3.—

" It is fix years laft Spring
fince I firft went to vifit my friends in England, after

the Queen's death. Her prefent Majesty heard of my

arrival, and fent at leaft nine times to command my

attendance, before I would obey her, for feveral reafons

not hard to guefs ; and among others, becaufe Ihad

heard her character from thofe who knew her well. At

laft I went, and fhe received me very
gracioufly."

As

Swift was rio refpecter of perfons, and would fpeak his

mind with the fame freedom in the face of Royalty, as

in the moft private company, the Princefs, struck with

the novelty of fuch a character, and highly entertained

with his peculiar vein of humour, was never weary of

fending for him both in London and Richmond; and

'Swift, to keep up his confequence, never once attended

her but by command. Mrs. Howard, firft Lady of the
Bed-charhber to the Princefs, and her chief favourite,
was the perfon who ufually fent for him. As fhe was a

Lady of fine tafte, and uncommon underftanding, fhe

foon contracted a high efteem for Swift, which was ma

nured iritp a friendfhip, by the frequent opportunities

P 4 fhe
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fhe had of conversing
with him in company with Pope

and Gay, who were her great favourites. The peculiar

marks of distinction fhewn him both by the Princefs

and her favourite, together with the general difcourfe

of the family at Leicefter-houfe, made his friends ima

gine that the firft opportunity would be taken ofmaking

a fuitable provifion for him in England, from that quar

ter ; and he himfelf, both then, and for fome time.af

ter, feems to have formed fome expectations of

kind, though naturally, and from his frequent difap*

pointments in life, he was far from being of a fanguine

difpofition.

During his flay in England, his time was paffed

chiefly between Twickenham and Dawley, with his

friends, Pope and Bolingbroke, where he was vifited

by all the old fraternity. It was then Pope publifhed

his Volumes of MifeelUnies, confuting of fome of his

own Works, and Arbuthnot's, but chiefly of felect

Pieces of Swift's. As this was the firft time thap any

of his Works were printed collectively, the fale was

immenfe, and produced a considerable fum Po Pope,

who had the whole profit, as Swift was at all times

above making any pecuniary advantage of his writings.

During thefe tranfactions, he received feveral focceflive

accounts of the dt-fperate ftate of health, to which his

dear friend Mrs. Johnfon was reduced, and the little

hopes there were of her recovery. The diftrefs of

mind which he fullered on this occafion,
together-with

a long fit of his old complaint, giddinefs and deafnefs.,
had fo totally difqualified him for fociety, that he.ftole

away from his hoft at Twickenham, and retired into

private lodgings, with an old relation for his nurfe. As

foon as he was fofficiently recovered to bear the fatigue

of a'journey, he fet out for Ireland, with the gloomy

profpect of receiving the laft breath of the perfon

deareft
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deareft to him in the world. However, before his de

parture, he took leave of the Princefs, who was very

gracious to him, made apologies for not having fome

medals ready which fhe had promifed him, and faid fhe

would fend them to him before Chriftmas. On his ar

rival in Dublin, he had the fatisfaction to find Mrs.

Johnfon on the mending hand, and her recovery,

though flow, afforded the pleafing profpecl of a longer

continuance to a life fo dear to him.

During this vifit to London, it was not only,at Lei

cefter-houfe, but at St James's alfo, that he met with

a favourable reception ; of which he makes mention in

a letter to Lady Betty Germaine, January 8, 1732-3.

" Walpole was at that time very civil to me, and fo

were all the people in power. He invited me, and

fome of my friends, to dine with him at Chelfea. Af

ter dinner I took an occafion to fay, what I had obfer

ved of Princes and great Minifters, that if they heard

an ill thing of a private
perfon'

who expected fome fa

vour, although they were afterwards convinced that the

perfon was innocent, yet they would never be recon

ciled. Mr. Walpole knew well enough thatl-meant

Mr. Gay *. But he gave it another turn ; for he faid

to feme of his friends, and particularly to a Lord, a

near relation of your's,
"
that I had dined him,

and had been making apologies for
myfelf."

He afterwards had an interview with SJr Robert

Walpole, through the intervention of Lord Peterbo-

* To make this intelligible, it will be neceffary to quote a for

mer paffage in- that letter ; where, fpeaking of Gay, he fays,
" He

had written a very ingenious bpok of Fables for the ufe of her (the

Princefs's)
younger'

fon, and fhe often promifed to provide for him.

But fome time before, there came out a libel againft Mr. Walpole,

who was informed it was written by Mr. Gay ; and although Mr.

Wslpole owned he was convinced that
it-

was not written by Gay,
yet he never would pardon hjrn^ but did Mm a hundred ill offices ta

ihe Princefs,''

yough j
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rough ; of which he gives the following account, in a

letter to the faid Earl.

* "

My Lord, April 28, 1726.

" Your Lordfhip having, at my requeft, obtained

for me an hour from Sir Robert Walpole ; I accord

ingly attended him yesterday at eight o'clock in the

-rnorninor, and had fomewhat more than an hour's con

verfation with him. Your Lordfhip was this day plea

fed to enquire what paffed between that great Minifter

and me, to which I gave you fome general anfwers,

from whence you faid you could comprehend little or

nothing.

" I had no other defign in defiring to fee Sir Robert

Walpole, than to reprefent the affairs of Ireland to him

in a true light, not only without any view to myfelf but

to any party
whatfoever : and becaufe 1 underftood Phe

affairs of that kingdom tolerably well, and obferved

the reprefentations he had received, were fuch as I

could not agree to; my principal defign was to fet him

right, not only for the fervice of Ireland, but likewife

of England, and of his own Administration.
" I failed very much in my defign ; for I faw he con

ceived opinions, from the examples and practices of

the prefent, and fome former Governors, which I could

not reconcile to the notions I had of liberty"; a poffef-

fion always underftood by the Britifh nation to be the

inheritance of a human creature.

" Sir Robert Walpole was pleafed to enlarge very
much upon the fubject of Ireland, in a manner fo alien

from what I conceived to be the rights and privileges

* Lord Peterborough, in a note to Swift, a little previous to jhe

date of this lerter, (ays, "Sir Robert Walpole, any morning, ex

cept Tuefday and Thurl'day, which are his public days, about nine

in the morning, will be glad to fee you at his London houfe. On

Monday, if I fee yoii, I will give you a farther account."

5 of
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of a subject of England, that I did not think proper

to debate the matter With him fo much;, as I otherwife

might, becaufe I found it would be in
yain."

Jr\ the remainder pf the letter, he enumerates the

many intolerable burdens and grievances, under which

that country laboured, and concludes it thus:

*' I moft humbly entreat your Lordfhip to give this,

paper to Sir Robert Walpole, and defire him to read

it, which he may do in a few
minutes."

I am, He.

I thought it neceffary to lay this matter at large be

fore the public, becaufe, in confequence pf thjs inter

view,, all the Walpolians, and the whole party of the

Whigs, gave opt, that Swift at that time made a ten^

der of. his pen to Sir Robert, by whom the offer was

rejected; and even to this day I am well informed that

forne of that family, and their connections, affert it as

a fact. But I would have thofe gentlemen consider, in

the firft place, what little credit they do to Sir Robert's

Underftanding, in declining the affiftance of the firft

Writer of the age, at a time when he was throwing

away immenfe fums upon autho.s of mean talents. In

the next place, it is to be hoped that candourwill oblige

pfiem to retract what they have
faid,* \s fo convincing

a proof is here produced of the falfhood of the charge.

For, it is impossible to fuppofe that Swift would have

made fuch a reprefentation of the interview, utterly

difclaiming all views, to himfelf, and defiring that it might

be fhewn to Walpole, if the other had had it in his

power to contradict it, and by fo doing render him con

temptible in the eyes of his noble friend, as well as of

all his adherents. I have a letter before me written at

that time to the Revd. Mr. Stopford, then abroad at

Paris, (afterwards through his means Bifhop of Cloyne)
in
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in which he gives the fame account.
" I was lately

twice with the Chief Minifter; the firft time by invita

tion, and the fecond, at my defire, for an hour, where

in we differed in every point : but all this made a great

noife, and foon got to Ireland. From whence, upon

the late death of the Bifhop of Cloyne, it was faid I

was-offered to fucceed, and I received many letters up

on it, but there was nothing of truth in it ; for I was

neither offered, nor would have received, except upon

conditions, which would never be granted. For I ab-

folutely broke with the ChiefMinifter, and have never

feen him since. And I lately complained of him to

the Princefs, becaufe I knew fhe would tell
him."

I

think it is hardly probable that Swiftwould have com

plained of him to the Princefs, if he had fuch a ftory
to tell of him. His complaint certainly related to

Walpole's unjuft and impolitic maxims with regard to

Ireland, which was the fole subject of their difcourfe.

And it appears that he had often in his converfatioas

with the Princefs, reprefented the cruel hardfhips tinder

which that country groaned, infomuch, that in a letter

to Lady Suffolk, July 24, 1731, he fays,
" Her Ma

jefty gave me leave, and even commanded me, above

five years ago, if I lived until fhe was Queen, to write

to her on behalf of Ireland : for the miferies of this

kingdom foe appeared then to be
concerned."

Sir Robert himfelf never dropped any hint of this to

Swift's friends, but in appearance feemed to wifh hirrt

utell. In a lepter from Pope to him foon after his de^

partuve for Ireland, he tells him,
<c I had a conference

with Sir Robert Walpole, who expreffed his defire of

having feen you again before you left us : he faid, he

obferved a willingnefs in you to live among us, which

I did not deny ; but at the fame time told him, you had

no fuch defign in your cpmfog4 ;whicb was merely to

fee
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fee a few of thofe that you loved ; but that indeed all

thofe wifhed it, and particularly Lord Peterborough

And myfelf, who wifhed you loved Ireland lefs, had you

any reafon to love England
more."

Whoever examines

all Swift's letters at that time, will find, that he was far

from having any ambitious views. /His with was to

have a fettlement among his friends ; and he aimed no

higher than to change his preferments in Ireland for any

church living near them, that fhould not be much in

ferior in point of income, whether accompanied with

any dignity or not. And this method of commuting
benefices he chofe, to avoid laying himfelf under any
obligations to a party, of whofe meafures he fo utterly

difapproved. Of this we have a ftriking instance in the
above-mentioned letter, to an intimate friend then

abroad, to whom a falfe reprefentation of his fenti-

menPs could have anfwered no end ; where he declares

that he would not accept even of a Bifhoprick, though

offered him, except upon conditions, which he was fure

would never be granted. In a letter about that time

to Mr. Worral, he expreffes himfelf to the fame effect.
" As to what you fay about promotion, you will find it

was given immediately to Maule, as I am told, and I

affure you I had no offers, nor would accept them.

My behaviour to thofe in power, hath been directly
contrary fince I came

here."

Is it possible to conceive,

that in this difpofition of mind, a man of Swift's cha

racter, fhould wantonly put it in the power of a perfon

whom he knew to be his enemy, to destroy his reputa

tion, and ruin him for ever with his friends ? In fhort,
the matter is brought to this iffue. It is evident from

what has been fhewn above, that Swift had but two in

terviews with Walpole, the one in public, the other in

private. To what paffed in the former, there were fe

veral witneffes; to the latter, no one but themfelves.

Of
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Of what then paffed betweeri them, Swift has given a

diftinct account in a letter to Lord Petefboroughi

Which he defires might be fhewn to Walpole. IfWaU

pole afterwards reprefented any thing in a different light*

whofe teftimony is to be credited? That of a man of

long tried integrity, and undoubted veracity, giving

an account of a tranfadtion, wherein he fuftained a part

exactly
fuitable to his whole character and conduct hi

life : or that of a wily Statefman, who ftuck at nothing

to anfwer his ends, charging Swift with a fact, utterly

incompatible with his well known wifdom and grandeur

of mind, and
which muft have fhewn him in the light

of a perfect
changeling. But it does not appear that

Walpole himfelf ever made any fuch charge. Nor was

it neceffary ; his end might be better, and more fecurely
anfwered without it. Hints and innuendos were foffi-

cient materials for his tools to work upon, and fabri*

cate what ftories they pleafed, which were induftrioufly
propagated with the ftrongeft affeverations of their

truth, by all their partifans, and this was one favourite

method then in ufe, of undermining thofe characters,

which they could not openly affault *. I have been the

longer on this article, becaufe it is the heavieft charge

* Of this there was a ftrong inftance given in regard toWilliam Ship-

pen ; the honefteft man, and trueft patriot that then fate in the Houfe.

When Walpole found, after repeated trials, that his virtue was proof

againft all the offers he could make, it was given out by his emiflaries,
that he privately received a penfion from him ; and that he was per

mitted to aft the part of a patriot, in order to keep his influence with

his party, on certain occafions, that he might be of more effeftuaj

fervice in matters of greater concern. And this report was fo in

duftrioufly ffiread, and with fuch confidence, that many gave credit to

it during his life. Nor were they undeceived
till' it was found that

after his death, this worthy man, who had lived with the utmoft fru

gality, left no more behind him than his paternal . eftate, which was

barely fufiicient to intitle him to a feat in Parliament, and fifty pounds

in cam, peculiarly appropriated to the charges of his funeral.

brought
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brought againft Swift, and fuch as would at once destroy
the integrity of his character : and becaufe there never

Was any calumny
more induftrioufly propagated by the

whole body of the Whigs, or more generally believed.

And this too not among the middling clafs of man

kind, but by perfons of high rank and character. Of

which I have a remarkable inftance now before me, in

an anecdote communicated to me by Dr. Clarke,, for

merly my tutor in the College, among feveral others

collected by him relative to Swift, which is as follows:
"When Lord Chefterfield was Lord Lieutenant of Ire

land, I was prefent at his giving an account of Swifr,

which, from a lefs creditable author, would be utterly

difbelieved. He faid, that to his knowledge Swift

made an offer of his pen to Sir Robert Walpole : that

the terms were, his getting a preferment in England,

equal to what he had in Ireland; and that Sir Robert

rejected the offer; which Lord Chefterfield faid he

would not have done, had he been in Sir Robert's

place. The whole of this tranfaction feems extremely

improbable, particularly what he added, that the per

fon who introduced him was the famous
Chartres."

Good Heavens ! Swift brought by the notorious

Chartres to prostitute himfelf to Walpole, and this

afferted as a fact by Lord Chefterfield 1 But his Lord

fhip kept very bad company in thofe days : I have not

the leaft doubt but this flory was told him by Chartres,
and he confidored his brother gambler as a man of

honour.

Swift had fet out for Ireland in the month ofAuguft,

and early in the November following appeared Gulli

ver's Travels. As he had kept a profound filence with

regard to this Work, nor ever once mentioned it to any
Pf his neareft friends during his flay in England, they

were at firft in fome doubt whether it were his or not :

and
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and yet they concluded, as was done on a fimilar oc

cafion, that it muft be aut Erafmi aut Diaboli. They
all wrote to him about it, considering it as his, and yet

at the fame time kept a referve, as having fome reafons

to be dubious about it. Gay, in a letter, November 17,

1726, writes to him thus.
" About ten days ago a

book was publifhed here of the Travels of one Gulli

ver, which hath been the converfation of the whole

town everfince : the whole impression fold in a week ;

and nothing is more diverting than to hear the differ

ent opinions people give of it, though all agree in

liking it extremely. 'Tis generally faid that you are

the author, but 1 am told the bookfeller declares he

knows not from what hand it came. From the higheft

to the lowed it is univerfally read, from the Cabinet

Council to the nurfery. You may fee by this you are

not much injured by being fuppofed the author of this

piece. If you are, you have difobliged us, and two

or three of your beft friends, in not giving us the leaft

hint of it. Perhaps I may all this time be talking to

you of a book you have never feen, and which hath not

yet reached Ireland ; if it hath not, I believe what we

have faid will be lufficient to recommend it to your

reading, and that you will order me to fend it to
you."

In like manner Pope fays,
" Motte received the copy,

he tells me, he knew not from whence, nor from whom,

dropped at his houfe in the dark, from a hackney-

coach : by computing the time, I found it was after

you left England, fo for my part I fufpend my judg
ment."

This proceeding of Swift's might at firft view

be confidered as one of his whims, but that it was his

conftant practice in all his former works of confequence,

which he fent fecretly into the world to make their own

way as well as they could, according to their intrinfic-

oierit, without any advantage which they might derive

from
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from the author's reputation. Nor was he ever known

to-put his name to any of his publication's, except his

letter to Lord Oxford about the Englifh language. It

is probable he took great pleafore in hearing the vari

ous
opinion's'

of the world Upon his writings* freely de

livered before him while he remained unknown ; and

the doubts of Pope arid Gay, bccafioned by his pro

found fecrecy on that head, rhuft have given him no

fmall entertainment. However this extraordinary work,

bearing the ftamp of ftich ah original and uncommon

genius, revived his fame iri England, after fo long, an

abfenee, and added hew lustre to his reputation.

In his return to Dublin, bnori notice that the fhip iri

which he failed was. in the bay, feveral Heads of the

different corpdrStlons, and principal citizens of Dub
lin,'

Went otit to meet him iri a great number of wher

ries engaged for that pufpofe, in order to Welcome hi in

back. He had the pleafore to find his friend Dr. She

ridan, in company with a hoinber of his intimates-; at

the fide of his fhip, ready to receive him into their

boat, with the agreeable tidings, that Mrs. Johnfon

was pall all danger. The boats adorned With streamers*

and colours* in which were many emblematical devices*
made a fine appearance } and thus Was the Drapier

brought to his landing-place iri a kind of triumph*
where he was received and welcomed on fhore by a mul

titude of his grateful countrymen* by whom he was

conducted. to his houfe amid repeated acclamations; of

Long live the Drapier. The bells were all fet a ringirig*

arid bonfires kindled in every street. As there never

was an instance of fuch honours being paid to any mor

tal in that country/ of whatever rank or station* Swift

iriuft have been a Stoic indeed, not to have been highly
gratified with thefe unexpected, unfollicited marks 'Of

favour* ft"©m his grateful fellow-citizens*

Q/ But
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But whatever Satisfaction he might have in his newly

acquired popularity, and the
confidential'

power it

gave him of being of fome ufe to his country; yet the

long difguft he had entertained at the management of

all public affairs ; the deplorable ftate of flavery to

which the kingdom was reduced ; thewretched poverty,

and numberlefs miferies, painted by him fo often in

strong colours,
entailed by this means on the bulk of

the natives, and their pofterity ; had long made him

refolve, when opportunity fhould offer, to change the

fcene, and breathe a freer air in aland of liberty. His

laft fhort vifit to his friends ferved to whet his refolu

tion, and revived the defire which he had of returning

to a country, where, as he expreffes himfelf in a letter

to Qay, he had paffed the beft arid greateft part of his

life, where he had made his friendfhips, and where he

had left his defires. He was at a time of life too, be

ing then in his fixtieth year, which called for retire

ment, and afflicted with diforders which impaired the

vigour of his mind, and gave him frightful apprehen

sions that the lofs of his mental facultieswould precede

the diffolution of his frame. He had no ambition left,

of which we find, even in his prime, he had very little,

except that of the nobleft kind, arising from a defire of

ferving the publick, and his friends, without any mix

ture of felf. As his view was to make an exchange of

his preferments in Ireland, for fomething like an equi

valent in England, though not fully equal to them in

point either of dignity or income, he thought the mat

ter might be eafily accomplifhed with but little intereft;

and this he had reafon to hope would not be wanting,

from the many hints he had received, that the Princefs

was very desirous of bringing it to bear. With this

view he kept up a correfpondence with Mrs. Howard,

in which feveral civilities, in his Angular way, paffed

to
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to the. Princefs, He fent to the former a piece of Irifh

filk, pf a fabrick peculiar to that country, which the

Princefs, as foon as fhe faw it, feized on fpr her own

ufe, and defired that more, of the fame kind might be

fent over for the Princeffes : this commiffipn went to

him from Mrs. Howard, telling him at the faint; tirne,
that fhe would remit the coft, in what way he fhould

. judge fafeft: but Swift, as he expreffes himfelf in a

letter to Lady Betty Qgnfljjlne, was too gallant to hear

of any offers of pa^pflajf He had received feveral

accounts from his frf^prthat the Princefs often fpoke

of him with great regard. Among others, Dr. Ar-

buthnot fays,
" I had a great deal of difcourfe with

your friend, her Royal Highnefs. She infifted upon

your wit, and good coriverfation. I told her Royal

Highnefs, that was not what I valued you for, but for

being a fincere, honeft man, and fpeaking the truth,

when others were afraid of fpeaking
it."

As he had nothing to detain him in Dublin, Mrs.

Johnfon being to all appearance in a tolerable ftate ,pf

health, he fet out for London early in March. But

firft gave notice to Mrs. Howard of his intended jour

ney. From the following paragraph in this letter, We

may judge on what free terms he lived with the Prin

cefs, and may form fome idea of the familiar manner

of his converting with her. " I defire you will order

her Royal Highnefs to go to Richrhond as foon as fhe

can this Summer, becaufe fhe will have the pleafure pf

my neighbourhood ; for I hope to be in London by the

middle of March, and I^o not love you much when

you are
there."

^Accordingly, on his arrival in Lon

don, he never faw the Princefs 'till fhe removed to

Richmond; of which he gives this account in a letter

to Dr. Sheridan, May 13.
*c I have at laft feen the

Prjncefs twice this week by her own Command : fhe re,-

Q_2 tiln$
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tains her old civility, and I, my old
freedom."

Bnt

Walpole and his party kept no farther meafures wrth

him, of which he makes the following mention rn the

fame le.prer. " I am in high difpleafure withWalpole,

and
his'

partisans. A great "man, who was very kind

to me laft year, doth not take the leaft notice of me:at

the Prince's Court, and there hath not been one of

them to fee
me."

Perhaps the cbnfcioufriefs of the bafe

rneansthey ufed to wound his character* might have

occafioned this change in^jBel^ehaviour. For had the

charge laid against him 1bt*nAunded,-
-it -would have

been a moft -unaccountab-ra|#|^p^ of quarrel to Swift 6n

the fide of Walpole's partifans, that he had offered his

fervice to that party, though its being rejected, might

be a juft foundation of refentment on his- fide.

Swift had for fome time formed a defign of pafling

fome months in France for the recovery of his health,
and was juft upon the point of carrying it into execu

tion, when the unexpected news of the King's death

made him poftpone it. As a total change of meafures

Was expected to follow -from this event, more flatter

ing profpects were opened to him, than any he could

have in view during the late reign. As the Tories,

upon the breach between the late King and Prince,
Were well received at Leicefter-houfe, it was fup
pofed 'they would no longer be profcribed as for

merly. Swift, in a letter to Dr. Sheridan, June 24,

1727, gives the following view of the ftate of af

fairs at that time. "The talk is now for a mo

derating fcheme, wherein no-body fhall be ufed worfe

or better, for being called Whig and Tory; and

the King hath received both with great equality,

fhewing civilities to feveral, who are openly known

to be the latter. I prevailed with a dozen, that we

fhould go in a line to kifs the King's and Queen's

hands.
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hands *'. We have now done with repining, if we

fhall be ufed well, and not baited as formerly.; we all

agree in it, and if things do not mend, it is not our

faults ; we have made our offers : if otherwife, we are

as, we were. It is agreed the Miniftry will be changed,

but the others will have a foft fall 5 although the King
muft beexceffive generous if he forgives phe PreaPmenp

of fome people
-f,"

Qj la

*. Swift fays, in a letter to Lady Betty Germaine, that on this oc

cafion. he was particularly diftinguifhed by the Queen.

t It was generally fuppofed on the acceffion of the late King, that

Sir RobertWalpole would have been turned out of his employments

with difgrace*. as it was well known that both the Prince and Princefs

had retained ftrong refentments againft him, oti account of fome parts

of his behaviour towards them, during the rupture between the two

Courts. Accordingly on the death of the old King, fome immediate

proofs were given that fuch was the intention. Sir Robert was himfelf

the bearer of the tidings, and arriving.in the night when the Prince

was a bed, fent to defire an audience, upon bufinefs of the utmoft

confequence,
_

which would admit of no delay. The Prince refufed to

fee him, and ordered him to fend in his bufinefs.
Upon'

which he

gave an account of the death of the late King, and faid he waited

there to receive his Majefly's commands. The King ftill perfifted in

refilling -to fee him, and bade him fend Sir,Spencer Compton to him

immediately. Sir Robert now plainly faw his downfall had been pre?

determined, and haftened to Sir Spencer with humbled tenders of hi,s

fervice, begging his protection, and earneftly entreating that he

would, fkreen. him from farther perfecution. When this ftory had got

abroad* the habitation- of the laft Minifter; became defolate, and the

whole tribe, of courtiers, as ufual, crowded to the levee of the new

favourite. Yet, in no long fpace of time afterwards,, to the aftonifhT

rnent of the whole world, Sir Robert was reinftated in his pofts, and.

appeared in as high favour as ever. Various were the conjectures of

the people upon the means employed by him to fupplant his compe- •

titor, and. reir^ftate himfelf in full pofTeflion of his power, while the

true caufe of this furprifing change, remained a fecret, and was knowu

Only
to"

a very few : nor fias it yet been publickly"divulged to the

world.

Soon after the acceffion of George the Fi'rfl, it is well known the

5rVhigs divided among themfelves, and fplit into two parties in violent

oppofuioa
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In the midft of this buftle, after viewing the ftate of

things, Swifp feems to have had by no means the fame

fanguine expectations that others of his party enter

tained ; for hp fays in a letter to Dr. Sheridan, July r,

j 727.—ff Here are a thoufand fchemes wherein they

would have me engaged, which I embraced but coldly,
becaufe I like none of

them."

And having fome re

turn of his disorder, he once more refolved for France,

oppofition to each other. Sunderland, Stanhope, and Cadogan, were,
the leaders of one fide ; Townfhendj Walpoje, Devonfhire, and the

Chancellor, of the other. It happened that time that the former

were,victorious ; and the
discarded'

party, in refentment, paid their

court,at Jl,eicefter-houfe. Walpole had thought pf a particular mea,

fure to diftrefs their opponents, which h^ communicated to the heads

of his party ; it was approved of, and fome of them thought that tl?

Prince fhould be 1st into it ; but Walpole would by np means agree tq

this, and in his ufual coarfe way, faid, That the Prince would com

municate it to his wife, and that %t a d bitch would divulge "the
fecret. By fome means or other the Princefs was informed oFthis';

it is to be fuppofed that the impreffion which fogrof? an affront

bad made on tke mind of a woman, and a wpman of her rank, too,
was not eafi-ly to be erafed. Manet alta menu repojlum, &c After the

rieceflary bufinefs upon the new acceffion had been finifhed, the affair

of the Queen's fettlement, in cafe fhe fhould outlive the King, came

on the. carpet. Her Majefty expected that it fhould be at the rate of
ioo,oool. a year ; but Sir Spencer Compton would not agree to this,
and thought 6o,oool. an ample provjfion, and as much, as could be

propofedwith any profpeft of fuccefs; While this difpute fubfifled,
Sir Robert Walpole found means to acquaint the Queen privately by
one of his confidents, that ifhe were Minifter, he would undertake to
fecure to her the fettlement fhe demanded. Upon which the Queen
fent him back this remarkable anfwer ;

'« Go tell Sir Robert that the fat
a. d bitch has forgiven him." He,was accordingly, foon after, by
the well-known

afcendancy which the Queen had over the King, de,
clared firft Minifter ; and Sir Spencer Compton removed to the Upper

Houfe, with the title of Earl ofWilmington.

ThU anecdote was communicated to me by the late Dr. Campbel,
who was well known to have pried more into the fecret fprings of
aftion, and to have had 'better opportunities of

'

being informed

them, than moft men of his time.
" ' ' ' '

But,
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But, as he fays himfelf, he was with great vehemence

difluaded from it by certain perfons, whom he could not

difobey. Thefe were Lord Bolingbroke, arid Mrs.

HowardT The former writes thus to him, in a letter

June 24, 1727 ;
"
There Would not be common fenfe

iri your going into France at this juncture, even if you

intended to flay there long enough to draw the fole

pleafure and profit which I propofe you fhould have in

the acquaintance I am ready to give you there. Much

lefs ought you to think of fuch an unmeaning journey,
when the opportunity of quitting Ireland for England,
is, I believe, fairly before

you."

Of what paffed be

tween him and Mrs. Howard, he gives the following
account in a letter toLady Betty jGerrnaine :

*< In a few

weeks after the King's death, 1 found myfelf notwell,

and was refolved to take a trip to Paris for my health,

having an opportunity ofdoing it with fome advantages
and recommendations. But my friends advifed me firft

to confolt Mrs. Howard, becaufe as they knew lefs of

Courts than I, they were ftrongly poffeffed that the pro

mife made me might fucceed, fince a change was all I,
defired. I writ to her for her opinion j and particu

larly conjured her, fince I had long done with Courts,

not to ufe me like a Courtier, but give me her fincere

advice, which fhe did, both in a letter, and to fome

friends. It was,
"

By all means nop to go ; it
would"

look fingular, and perhaps difaffected; and my friends

enlarged upon the good intentions of the Court towards
me."

Upon this Swift gave up his intended journey,

gnd refolved to wait the ifiue of the prefent conjunc

ture; from his fong acquaintance with Courts,
and frequent difappointments, he put no great confi

dence in the affurances given him. But he was foon,

obliged to alter his meafures * for being attacked with

a long and violent fit of his old complaint, and at the

0^4 f*m*
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fame time receiving alarming accounts from Ireland,
that Mrs. Johnfon had relapfed, wiph little hopes ofher

recovery, he fet put for that kingdom, on the firft

abatement of his illnefs. Before his departure he took

leave of the Queen in a polite letter to Mrs, Howarrj,

apologifing for not doing it in perfon in the following
paffage:

" I am infinitely obliged to you for all your

civilities, and fhall retain the remembrance of them

during my life. I hope you will favour, me fo far as

to prefent my moft humble duty to the Queen, and to

defcribe to her Majefty my fqrrow, that my diforder was,

pf foch a nature, as to make me incapable of attend

ing her, as fhe was pleafed to permit me. I fhall pafs,

the remainder of my life with the utmoft gratipudefor

her Majefly's
favours,"

&c.

On his arrival in Dublin he found Mrs. Johnfon in

the laft ftage pf a decay, without the fmalleft hope of

her recovery. He had the mifery of attending her in

this ftate, and of daily feeing the gradual advances of

death during four or five months ; and in the month of

January he was deprived, as he himfelf expreffes it, of

the trued, moft virtuous, and valuable friend, that he,
or perhaps any other perfon was ever blefTed with. Such

a lofs at his time of life was irreparable. She had been,

trained by him from her childhood, and had been his

conftant companion for five-and-thirty years, with every
merit towards him that it was pofiible for one human

creature to have towards another. Fis whole plan of

life was now changed, and with it all his domeftic com

forts vanifoed. The only chance he could have had of

enjoying the remainder pf his days with any
fatisfac-

tfon, would have been the carrying into execution his

propofed removal to England, to live among his old

friends ; but he foon found chat all expectations from

phat quarter were at an end. In this forlorn ftate he

found
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found himfelf doomed Po pafs Phe remnant of his life

in exile, in a (fountry which was . one of the laft he

would have chofen for his abode. But his fpirit was

tpo great to give way to defpondence * and deprived as

he was of the chief comforts which might alleviate the

,eyils
attendant on encreafing years ; difappointed in

the only view which could make him look forward with

hppes of any fatisfadtion or enjoyment to himfelf; he

turned his thoughts wholly to the good and happinefs

of others. With this view he entered more earneftly

into a twofold fcene of action : one with regard to the

public.at large; the other, with refpect.to private indi

viduals. In the former, out of compaffion to the

blindnefs and infatuation of the people, he laid open,

in a variety of publications, the chief fources of the

diftreffes and miferies under which that unhappy coun

try laboured; at the fame time pointing out the means -

by which they might be alleviated, or removed. In

the latter, he increafed his attention to forrie of the beft

planned, and beft conducted chanties, that ever were

fopported from a private purfe. In this refpect, there

probably was no man in the Britifh dominions, who ei

ther gave fo much in proportion to his fortune, or dif

pofed of it po fuch advanPage. From the time he was

out pf debt, after his fettlement at the deanery, he di

vided his income into three equal fhares. One of

, thefe he appropriated to his own immediate fopport,
and his domeftic expences; which, in thofe cheap

times, with the aid of ftrict ceconomy* enabled him to

live in a manner perfectly agreeable to his own ideas,
and not unfuipable to his rank. The fecond he laid up
as a provifion againft the accidents of life, and ulti

mately with a view to a charitable foundation at
his'

death. And the third, he conftantly difpofed of in

charities to Phe poor, and liberalities to the diftreffed.

As
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As he fought o«t proper objects for this, wiph great

caution and attention, trufting little to the
reprefenta-

tion of others, but feeing every thing with his own

eyes* perhaps no equal fum difpofed of in that way was

ever productive bf fo much good. There was one fpe-

cies of charity firft firuck out by him, which was at

tended with the greateft benefiP Po nnmbers of-phe loweft

clafs of tradefmen. Soon after he was out of debt,
the firft five hundred pounds which he could'

call his
!

own, he lent out to poor induftrious tradefmen in fmall

fums of five, and ten pounds, to be repaid weekly, at

two or four lhillings, without intereft. As the fums

thus weekly paid in, were lent out again to others at a

particular day in each month, this quick circulation

doubled the benefit arifing from the original fum. In

order to infure this fund from diminution, he laid it
down as a rule that none fhould be partakers of it, who
could not give good fecurity for the regular repayment
of it in the manner propofed : for it was a maxim

with him, that any one known by his neighbours to be

an honeft-, fober, and induftrious man, would readily
find fuch fecurity; while the idle and diflblute would

by this means be excluded. Nor did they who entered

into fuch fecurities run any great rifque; for if the bor«

rower was not punctual in his weekly payments, imme

diate notice of it was fent to them, who obliged him

to be more punctual for the future. Thus did this fund

continue undiminifhed to the laft; and fmall as the

fpring was, yet, hy continual flowing, it watered and

enriched the humble vale through which it ran, ftill

extending and widening it's courfe. 1 have been well

affured from different quarters, that many families in

Dublin, now living in great credit, owed the founda

tion of, their fortunes, to the fums firft borrowed from,

this fund.
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His reputation forwifdom and integrity was fo great,

that he was confulted by the feveral corporations in all
matters relative to trade, and chbfen umpire of any
differences among them, nor was there ever any appeal

from his
fentence.' '

In a city:where the police was per

haps on a worfe footing than that of any in Europe, he
in. a great meafure fupplied the deficiency, by his own

perfonal authority, taking notice of.alLpubli'c nuifan-

ces, and feeing them removed. He affirmed the office

of Cenfor General, which he rendered as formidable as

that of ancient Rome. In fhort, what by the acknow-

ledged'fuperiprity of his.talenPs, his inflexible integrity,
and his unwearied endeavours in ferving.the public, he

obtained fuch an afcendancy over his countrymen, as

perhaps no private citizen ever attained in any age or

country. He was known over the whole kingdom by
the title of The Dean, given to him by way of pre

eminence, as it were by common confent; and when

The Dean was mentioned, it always carried with it the

idea of the firft and greateftman in the kingdom. The

Dean faid this; the dean did that; whatever he faid

or did was received as infallibly right; with the fame

degree of implicit credit given to it, as v/as paid to the

Stagyrite of old, or to the modern Popes. We may

judge of the greatnefs of his influence, from a paffage

jn a letter pf LordCarteret to him, March 24, 1732,

who was at that. tjprie. Chief Governor of Ireland, "-I

know by experience how much the City of Dublin

thinks itfelf under your protection ; and how ftrictly

they ufed fo obey all orders fulminated from the fove-

reignty pf St.
Patrick's."

And in the poftfeript to an^

Other ofMarch 24, 1736, he fays, "When people afk

me how I governed Ireland ? I fay, that I pleafed Dr.

But great as his popularity was, it was chiefly con

fined to the middling, and lower clafs pfmankind. To

, the
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the former of thefe his chief applications were.made,

upon a maxim of-his own,
" Thatthe* little virtue left

in the world,, is chiefly to be found among the middle
;

rank of mankind* who are neither allured out of her

paths by ambition, nor driven by
poverty."

All of this, clafs he had. fecured almoft to a man.

And by the lower ranks, and rabble in general, he was

reverenced almoft to adoration. They were poffeffed

with an enthufiaftic love Po his perfon, to protect which.

they would readily hazard their lives; yet on his ap

pearance among them, they felt fomething like a reli

gious awe, as. if in the prefence of one of a foperior

order of beings. At the very fight of him,, when
en--

gaged in any riotous proceedings, they would -in ftantly

-fly
different ways, like fehool-boys at the approach of

their mafter; and he has been often known, with a

word, and lifting up his arm, to difperfe mobs, that

would have flood the brunt of the Civil and Military
power united.

As to the upper clafs of mankind, he looked upon

them as incorrigible, and therefore had fcarce any in-

tercourfe with them. He fays himfelf, that he had

little perfonal acquaintance with any Lord Spiritual or

Temporal in the kingdom; and he confidered, the

Members of the Houfe of Commons in general, as a

ietof venal proftitutes, who facrificed their principles,

and betrayed the interefts of their country, to gratify
their ambition or avarice. With thefe he lived in a

continued ftate of warfare, making them feel feverely
the (harp flings of his fatyr ; while they, on- the other

hand, dreading, and therefore hating him more than

any man in the world, endeavoured to retaliate on him

by every fpecies of obloquy.

During this period, his faculties do not-feem to have
been at all impaired.by the near approaches pf old age,

and
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and his poetical founPain, though not fo exuberant as

formerly,"

ftill flowed in as clear a'nd pure a ftrearn.

One of his laft Pieces, Verfes on his own Death, is per

haps one of the moft -excellent of'hfe competitions in

that way. Nor are two of his other productions, writ

ten about the fame time, entitled,
" An Epiftle to a

Lady
and-" A Rhapfody on

Poetry,"
inferior to- any

ofhis former Pieces. The two laft were -written chiefly

with a view to gratify his .refentmentto the Court, ©11

account of fome unworthy treatment he met with from

that quarter. We 'have -already feen, by what -extraor

dinary advances on her part, he was allured to pay his

attendance on the Princefs, during his two laft vifits to

England ;•

and the feemingly well founded expectations

of his friends, that fome marks of royal favour would

be fhewn him, both from the uncommonly good re

ception he had always met with, and the many
affu-

rances given to that effect. But from the time that the

Princefs mounted the throne, all this was forgot. Nor

was this productive of •

any difappointmen't to Swift,
who had been too converfant with Courts, not to look

upon the moft favourable appearances there, with dif-

truft. Accordingly on his laft return to Ireland, find

ing himfelf fo utterly neglected by the Queen, as not

even to receive fome medals which fhe had promifed

him, he gave up all Hopes of that kind, and remained

in a ftate of perfect indifferencewith regard to it. Bur,
when he found that his enemies had been bufy, inftil-

ling into the royal ear many prejudices againft him, he

entered upon his defence with his ufual fpirit. Amanp

other artifices employed to leffen him in her Majefly's'

efteem, there were three forged letters delivered to the

Queen figned with his name, written upori a very
ab-

ford fubjedt, and in a very unbecoming ftyle, which foe

either did, or affected to believe po be genuine, Swift

3 had
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had notice of this from his friend Pope, who pro

cured one of the original letters from the Countefs

of Suffolk, formerly Mrs. Howard, and fent it to him.

In his indignant anfwer to Pope on this occafion, he has

the following paffages.
" As for thofe three letters you

mention, fuppofed all to be written byme to the Queen,
on Mrs. Barber's account, efpecially the letter which

bears my name; I can only fay, that the apprehenfions

one may be apt to have of a friend's doing a foolifh

thing, is an effect'of kindnefs : ahd God knows who is

free from playing the fool fometimc or other. But in

fuch a degree as to write to the Queen, who has ufed

me ill without any caufe, and to write in fuch a man

ner as the letter you fent me, and in fuch a ftyle, and

to have fo much zeal for one almoft a ftranger, and to

make fuch a defeription of a woman, as to prefer her

before all mankind ; and to inftance it as one of the

greateft grievances of Ireland, that her Majefty has

not encouraged Mrs. Barber, a woollen draper's wife

declined in the world, becaufe fhe has a knack of veri

fying* was to fuppofe, or fear, a folly fo tranfcendent,

that no man could be guilty of, who was not fit for Bed

lam. You know the letter you fent inclofed is not rjiy

hand, and why I fhould difguife my hand, and yet fign

my name, is unaccountable. If the Queen had not an

inclination to think ill of me, fhe knows me too well

to believe in her own heart that I fhould be fuch a cox
comb,"

&c.

In his letter to Mrs,. Howard, then Countefs of Suf

folk, he fays,
" I find from feveral inftances that 1 am

under the Queen's difpleafure ; and as it is ufual among

Princes, without any manner of reafon. I am told,

there were three letters fent to her Majefty in relation

to one Mrs. Barber, who is now in London, and foli

ating for a fubfcription Po her poems. IP feems, the

Queen
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Queen thinks that thefe letters were written by me j

and I feorn to defend myfelf even to her Majefty,

grounding my feorn upon the opinion I had of her

juftice, her tafte, and good fenfe: efpecially when the

laft of thofe letters, whereof I have Juft received the

original from Mr. Pope, was figned with my name :

and why I fhould difguife my hand* which you know

very well, and yet wripe my name, is boPh ridiculous

and unaccounPable. am fenfible I owe a great deal

of this ufage to Sir RoberP
Walpole,"

He. In Phis,

as well as many other paffages of his letters at that

time, we fee he attributes the ill offices done him with

the Queen, chiefly to Walpole j and accordingly he

determined to keep no farther meafures with him, bur

gave full fcope to. his refentment, in thofe Poems, as
well as feveral other Pieces publifhed afterwards. Up
on the firft appearance of the two Poems, entitled An

Epiftle Po a Lady, and A Rhapfody on Poetry, Wal

pole was exafperated to the higheft degree. ,Theedi

tor, printer, and publifhers, were all taken up, and

profecutions commenced againft them. As he had full

proof that Swift was the author, in his firft tranfport

of paffion, he determined to get him into his clutches,

and wreak his chief vengeance on him *. With this

• Thefe poems were fent to Mrs. Barber, then in London, by one

Pilkington, in order that fhe might make what advantage fhe could

; by the fale of them, being a woman ofmerit, rather in diftrefjed cir

cumftances. This Pilkington at the fame time carried letters of

recommendation from Swift to Alderman Barber, Lord Mayor elect,,

by whom, in confequence of fuch recommendation, he was appointed

City Chaplain. Yet this man had the bafenefs to turn informer

againft-his patron and benefaflor, as the author, and Mrs. Barber,

as the editor: who thereupon was confined for fome time In the

houfe of a King's MefTenger. Bat, as upon examination, the Gen

tlemen of the Long Robe could difcoVer nothing in the poems that

could come under the denomination of a Libel, or incur any legal

punifhment, fhe and the publifhers were releafed, and the profecutioa

dropt.

2 view
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view he had ordered a warrant to be made out by phi

Secretary of State, for apprehending Swift, and brin^-

ino- him over to be tried in London. The meffenger

was in waiting ready to be difpatched on this errand*

when luckily a friend ofWalpole's, Who was better ac

quainted with the ftate of Ireland, and the high verier

ration in which the Dean was held there, accidentally

entered, and upon enquiry, being informed of his pur-

pofe, coolly afked him what army was to accompany

the meffenger, and whether he had at that time ten

thoufand men to fpare, for he could affure him no lefs

a number would be able to bring the Drapier out of the

kingdom by force. Upon this Walpole recovered his

fenfes, and luckily for the Meffenger, as well as him

felf, dropped the defign. For had the poor fellow ar

rived in Dublin, and attempted to execute his com-

miffion, he would moft affuredly have been immedi

ately hanged by the mob : and this might have involved

the two countries in a conteft, which it was by no means

the intereft of a Minifter to engage
in.'

But, whatever gratification it might have been to his

ambitious fpirit, to fee himfelf raifed by the voluntary

fuffrages of his countrymen, to a rank beyond
the'

power

ofMonarchs to beftow ; to find himfelf confidered by all

as the firft man in the realm ; the general object of vene

ration to all who wifhed well to their country, and of

dread to thofe who betrayed its interefts ; yet he was far

from being at all fatisfied with his fituation. The load

of oppreflion under which Ireland groaned, from the ty

rannic fyftem ofgovernment over that country*
eftablifh-

ed by the falfe polities of England ; the bafe corruption

of fome of the principal natives, who facrificed the pub-

lick interefts to their private views •, the fopinenefs of 0-

thers arifing from defpondency; the general .infatuation!

of the richer fort, in adopting cerpain modes and cuftorhs

to
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rd the laft degree ruinous to th'eif country ; together

the miferies of the poor, and the u'niverfal face of

and diftrefs that Oveffpread a kingdom, o'rj which naturei

had fcattered her
bounties'

with a laviffi hand, and whicrt

properly ufed, mif;ht have rendered it one of the hap-

pieft regions in the world i all fhefe acted as perpetual

corrofives to phe free and generous fpifit of Swift, and

kept him froth pofleffing his fob! iri peace'. We have

many inftances in his letters, written at that time, of the

violent irritation of his mind on thefe accounts'. Ifj one"..

qf them he fa^s, "I firjd myfelf difpo'fed every year, or

rather every month, po be more angfy and revengeful \
and rhy rage is fo igrioble, that it defcends

even'

to re-

ferit the folly ahd bafertefs df the enflaved p'eb'ple among
whom 1

live."
And in the fame letter po Lord -Boling-

broke, he fay's,
" But yod think, as I ought to think;

that it is rim's for me to have done with the vVbrld ; and

fo
I'

would, if I could get into
a'

better, before I wad

called info the b'eft, arid not die here iff a fage, like a

polforied rat in a
hdle."

In one to Pope,'

fpeaking of
his1

letters, he fays,
" Nbrie of them have any thing po do

with
party,'

of which
you*

are the cleafeft of all men, by
your religion, arid the whole tefiof of yoiir life : while t

am raging every moment a^ain'ft the corruptions In
both'

kingdoms, efp'ecially of this ; fuch is; rfiy weakripfs, Anb\

iri one to Dr. Sheridan, when he feeiped under phe domi

nion of a more than ordinary fit of his fpleeh, lie tells

hirri that he had juft finifhed his will, Iri which he had re4

queued phat the Doctor would a'tterid
his*

body to Holy
head, to fee it interred there, for,- fays he; I will not lie?

jn a country of flaves* This habit of mind grew upon

him immediately after the lofs of the amiable Stella,*

whofe lenient band ufed to pour the balm of friendfhip bfj
his wo'urided fpirit. With her vanifoed all hjs domeftic;

enjoyments, and o£ courfe he ppirned bis thoughts morg

R to
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to publick affairs ; in the contemplation of which* |fe
could fee nothing but

what ferved to increafe the malady.

The advances of old-age, with all its attendant infirmities^.

the death of almoft ail his old friends *• the frequent re,

turns of his moft difpiriting maiadies, deafnefs and gid-

dinefsj and above all, the dreadful apprehenfions that he

fhould outlive his underftanding,
*
made life fuch a bur

den to him, that he had no hope left but ire a fpeedy dif-

folution, which was the object of his daily prayer to the

Almighty.

About the year 1-736, his memory was greatly imr

paired, and his other faculties of imagination and intel

lect decayed, in proportion as the ftores from which they

were fopplied diminifhed. When the underftanding was

fhaken from its feat, and reafon had given up the reins,

the irafcible paffions, which at all times he had found

difficult to be kept within due bounds, now paged with

out comroul, and made him a torment to himfelf, and to

all who were about him. An unufually long fit of deaf

nefs, attended with giddinefs, which Med almoft a year,,

had difqualified him wholly for converfapion, and mads

him lofe all relifh for fociety. Cenfcious of his fituation,
he was little defirous of feeing any of his old friends and

companions, and they were as little felicitous to vifit him-

in that deplorable ftate,. He could now no longer amufe

hirhfelf with writing ; and a refolution he had formed of

never wearing fpectacles, to which he obftinately adhered,

prevented him from reading. Without employment,

without amufements- of any kind, thus did his time pafs,

* Dr. Young has recorded an infbnce of this, where he relates,,

that Walking out with Swift and fome others about a mile from Dub

lin, he fuddenly miffed the Dean, who had ftaid behind the reft of the

company. He turned back in order to know the occafion of it ; and

fbund Swift at fome diftance gazing intently at the top of a lofty elrn^

whofe head had been blafted ; upon Young's approach he pointed ta »»■

%ing, " I fhall be like that tree, I fhall die firft at the
top."

.^ heavily
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heavily along ; not one white day iri the Calendar, not

Orie hour of comfort, nor did even a ray of hope pierce

through the gloom. The ftate of his mind is ftrongty
piclured in a letter to'Mr*- Whiteway. '-' I have beerit

Very miferable all flight, arid to-day extremely deaf and

full of pain. I am fa flupid and confounded;, that I can

not exprefs the mortification I am .under both in body
and mind. AH I can fay is, that I am not in torture y

but I daily arid hourly expect it. Pray let me know how

your health is, and your family. I hardly ufldertland

one word 1 write. I am fore my days will be very few ;

few and miferable they muft be. I am for thofe few

days,

If 1 do,not Blunder, it is Saturday,
'

Yours entirely,

July 26, 1740. J. Swift.

Not long after the date of this letter, > his underftand

ing failed to fuch a degree, that it vvas found neceffary td

have guardians legally appointed to fake care of his per
fon"

and eftate. This was followed by a fit -of lunacy*
which continued fome months* -and then he funic, into a

ftate of idiocy, which lafted to his death*. He died Oc

tober 29* 1745;

Tile behaviour Of the citizens ori this occafion, g'ava

the ftrongeft proof of the deep impreflion he had
made1

on their rhiiids. -Thoughhe-had been* for fo many yearsj

to all intents and pdrpofes dead to the world, and his de

parture from that ftate feemed; a thing rather to.be wifh

ed than deplored, yet no foorier was his death announcedj

thari the citizens gathered from all quarters* ahd forced

their way iri crowds into- the houfe, to pay the laft tribu'd

of grief
to-

their departed benefactor. Nothing
but"

la

mentations were heard all around the quarter where hi

lived* as if he had been cup
off*

in the vigour of his years*

Happy were they who firft got into the chamber where

he-lay,-
to procure* by bribes to the fervants, locks of his

R 2 bait/
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hair, to be handed down as facred relicks to theirpofte.

rity.* And fo eager were numbers to obtain at any price

this precious memorial, that in lefs than an hour, his

venerable head was entirely ftripped of all its filver orna

ments, fo that not a hair remained* He was buried in

the moft private manner, according to directions in his

will, in the great aide of St. Patrick's Cathedral, and by
way of monument* a flab of black marble was placed

againft the wall, on which was engraved following
Latin Epitaph,- written by himfelf.

Hie depofitum eft corpus

Jonathan Swift, S. T. P.

Huius Ecclefije CaPhedralis

Decani :

Ubi faeva indignatio

Ukerius cor lacerare nequit.

Abi, viator,
Et imi tare,, fi poteris,

Strenuum pro virili libertatfcvindicem,

Obiit anno (1745)
Menfis fOctobris) die (19)

.ffiparis anno (78.)

Section yi.

Private Memoirs of Swift.

HAVING now conducted Swift from his cradle to

Ins grave, and prefented to view, in a regular feries, the
moft remarkable fcenes of his publkk life j I have pur-

Yea beg a hair of him for memory,
And dying mention it within their wills,.
Bequeathing, it as a rich legacy
Uwo their iffa. S»rt,m*ifc

pofeljf
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prjfely referved po this place the greater part of fuch Pri

vate Memoirs, as were not meant to meet the publick

eye, in order that I might arrange them alfo in an unirf
terrupped train. Nothing has more excited the curiofity

of mankind at all times, than that defire which prevails

of prying into the fecret actions of great and illuftrious

characters ; arifing in,fome, from a too general fpirit of

envy, which hopes to find fomething in their private con*

duet thap inay fully the luftre of their publick fame, and

fo bring them down more to a level with themfclves ;

and in others, of a more candid difpofition, that they
might form right judgments of their rea^ characters 5 as

too many,, like actors in a theatre, only afibme one when

they appear on the ftage of the world, which they put ofT^.

together with their robes and plumes, when retired to the

dre'ffing room. But as the readers of the former fort, are,

infinitely more numerous, in order to gratify their tafte,

as well, perhaps, as their own congenial difpofition, the

Writers of fuch Memoirs are too apt to lean to the male

volent fide, and deal rather in the more faleable commo

dity ofobloquy and fcandal, high feafoned to the tafte of

vitiated palates, than in the milder and more infipid food

of truth and panegyric. Many have been the mifrepre-

feflPations made of Swifp, from phis uncharitable fpirit j

and though moft of them have been proved to be fuch

by his defenders, yet there are feveral ftill left in a ftate

ofdoubt, and uncertainty, through the want of proper in

formation. Among thefe there is no article about which

the world is ftill left fo much in the dark, as his amours.

<A fubjecti which, in one of his lingular character, ig

imore likely po exciPe curiofipy than any other. We

know, there were two ladies, reprefented by him as the

:moft accomplifhed of their fex, adorned with all the

charms and graces, both of perfon and mind, that might

penetrate the moft obdurate breaft, whofe hearts were

R 3 wholly
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wholly
devoted to him. We knOw too that he had a jufk

fenfe of their value, thaP he lived on terms pi phe cloieft

friendfhip with both, bijt it does not appear that he ever

made a foipable return of love to either^

As his conduct towards thefe two celebrated ladies,
Stella and Vaneffa, feems to be wrapped up in the dark

eft fhades of any part of his hiftory^ and has given rife, to

variqus conjectures, which yet have produced no fatis-

factory folution of the doubts which it has occafioried * I

fhall endeavour, by collecting fome fcattered rays frprrj
different parts of his Works, and adding other lights

which have come to my knowledge, to difperfe the rnyf*

perious gloom with which this fubject feems to have been

inveloped, and put the**whole in a clear point of vietf,

In order to this, it will be neceffary, in the firft place^
to-form a judgment how Swift flood affected towardsthc

female fex, either from coriflitupion, or reflection. With

regard to the former, he feems to have been of a very

pold habit, and little fpurred on by any impulfe of defire :

and as to the latter, he appears in the early part of hi$
fife to have had little inclination to enter into the married

ftate, and afterwards to have had a fixed diflike po it.

His fentiments on this head are fully difplayed in the

following letter to a kinfman of his, written in phe 24th,

-jyear pf his. age^

To the Revd. Mr. John Kendall, He.
*

SIR, February n, 1 69.1 s

?( If any thing made me wonder at your lettery it w2*

your almoft inviting me to do fo in the beginning, which

indeed grew lefs upon kpowing the occafion, fince it fa

what I have heard from more than one, in and about

*
Vicar of Thornton in Leicefterfhire. Dr. §wift was at thjs time

With Sir William Temple, at Sheen.
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iiekeffer. And for rhe friendfhip bepween us, as I fup
pofe your's to be real, fo 1 think it would be proper to

imagine mine, until you find afty caufe to believe it pre

tended^ Phougli I mighp have feme quarrel at you iri

ithree-or four finest which are very ill beftowed in corh-

plimenping me. And as to that of my great p'rofoects

of making my fortune, on which as your kindnefs only-

looks on the beft fide, fo my own cold rernper, and uri*

confined humour, is a much greater hindrance than any

fear of that whkh is the fobject of your letter. I fhall

fpeak plainly to you, that the very ordinary obfervations

I made with going half a mile beyond, the Univerfityi
have taught me experience enough not to think of mar..

riage till I fettle my fortune in the Wqrld, which I am

fore will riot be in fome years ; and even then itfelf, I am

& hard fo pleafe, that I fuppofe I fhall put it off to the

other world. How all that foits with my behaviour to

'the WOrhan in hand, you may eafily imagine, when you

know there is fomething in me which muft be employed ;

and when I am alone turns all, for want of practice, into

speculation • and thought; infomuch, that thefe feveh

weeks I have been here, I have writ and burnt, writ

jjgalri upon all manner of fubjects, more than perhaps

any man in England. And this is it which a perfon of

great honour in Ireland {who was pleafed to ftoop fo low

as to look into my mind) ufed to tell me, that my mind

was like a conjured fpirit, that would do mifchief if I

would riot give it employment. It is this humour phat

triakes me fo bufy, when I am in company, to turn all

thaP way 5 and finceit commonly ends in talk, whether

it be love, or converfation, it is all alike. This is fo

common, that I could remember twenty women in my

life, to whom I have behaved myfelf juft the fame wayj

land, I profefs, without any other defign than that of

£nt£rpainin|; myfelf
when'

Ism very idle, or tfhen
feme-

R4 thing
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thing goes amifs in my affairs. This I always have,.donB

as a man of the wpfld, when I had n'p defign for any

thing grave in it, and what I thought at worft a harmfefs.

impertinence ; but, whenever I begin to take fober re^

folutions, or, as now, to think of entering into the

church, I never found it would be ha.rd to put. qff this

jkind of folly at the porch. Ifefides,
perhaps,* jn fo ger

heral a converfation among that fex, I might pretend a

little to underfland where I am when I am going to.

choofe for a wife : and, though the cunning fharper of

the town may haye a cheat put on him, yet it rnuft be

.cleanlier carried than this, which you think I am goirig
to top upon myfelf. And trply, if you knew hpw.meta-

phyfical I am that way, you would little fear I fhould

yentur.e on one who has given fp much occafion tp

tongues : for, though the people is a lying fort of beapt

(and I think in Leicefler above all parts thap 1 was in)
jet they feldom palk without fome glimpfe of a reafon,

which I declare £fo unpardonably jealous I am) to be a

fufficienp caufe for me to {rape any woman any farther

than a bare acquaintance. Among all the young
Genple-

men that I have known, who have ruined phemfelyes, by

marrying (which I affure ypu js a great number) I hayp

made this general rule, that they are either young, raw,

and ignoranP fchplars, who, fpr want of knowing com

pany, believe every filk. petticoat includes an angel ; or

elfe thefe have been a fprp of honeft young men, who

perhaps are Pop literal in rapher marrying Phan burning,

and entail a mifery pn themfejves and pofterity, by an

pver:afting modefty. I think I am very far excluded

from lifting under either of thefe heads. J confefs I have

known one pr two men of fenfe enough, who, inclined to

frpjicks, have married and r-uiqed themfelves pup pf a

maggot ; but a thoufand hpufhpld thoughts, which al

ways, drive matrimony
put pf niy mind whenever it

chance?
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(chaaces to come there, will, I am fore, fright me from
jthat j befide that, I am naturally temperate, and never

engaged in phi contrary, which ufually produces thofe

effects. Your hints at particular ftories I do not under

stand ; and having never heard phem bup fo hinPed,
ihought it proper to give you phis, to fhew you -how I

thank ypu for your regard of me •, and I hope my
car,.

riage will be fuch as that my friends need not be. afharned

of the name. I fhould not have behaved myfelf after

that manner I did in Leicefter, if I had nor valued my

pwri entertainmenp, beyond p.he pbloquy of a parcel of

very wrerched fools, which I folemnly pronounce the in

habitants of Leicefter to be* and fo I content myfelf with

retaliation. I hope you will fprgi've this trouble j and

fo, with my feryice tp your good wife, I am, good

Cpufin,

Your very affectionate friend and fervant,

J. Swift.

This letter was an anfwer to one from Mr. Kendall,
in which he informs him of the reports fpread at Leicefter

that he had paid ferious addreffes there to an unworthy

object, and which Swift therefore thought required this

explicit anfwer *. Here we fee that he had no other idea

-of gallantry with the fex, than what ferved for mere a-

mufementi that he had rather a dread of matrimony,

* Swift makes the following mention of this affair in a letter to

Mr. Wonal, written on a particular occafion in the year 1738-9
—

f When I went a lad to my mother, after the Revolution, fhe brought
■

me acquainted with a family, where there was a daughter, with whom

J was acquainted. My prudent mother was afraid I fhould be in love

.
with her ; but when I went to London, fhe married an inn keeper in

Loughborough, in that county. This woman (my miftrefs with a

pox) left feveral children who are all dead but one daughter, Anne by
flame,,"

kc{
Whap follows is immaterial, to the prefent fubjeft.

And
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and that he had never engaged in illicit amours, frorn

which he claims no merit, but imputes it to his being

naturally of a temperate
eonftkution. This ingenuous let*

ter, written at the moft vigorous time of life, will ferve

as a clue to his conduct towards women ever after.

The only inftance that appears of his having any
feri-

ous thoughts of matrimony, was with regard to a Mils

Waryng, a Lady of the North Of Ireland, poffefied of a

moderate fortune. The circumftances of that affair are

laid opes in the following letter to that Lady, written bjr

Swift ia the year 1700, when he was in his 33d year.

Madam, Dublin, May 4, 1700.

"I AM extremely concerned at the account you give

of your health 9 for my uncle told me he found you'in

appearance better than you had been in fome years* and

I was in hopes you had ftill continued fo. God forbid I

fhould ever be the occafion of creating more troubles to

you, as you feem to intimate ! The letter you defired me

to anfwer, I have frequently read, and thought I had re

plied to every past of it that required it j however, fince

you are pleafed to repeat thofe particulars wherein you

defired. fatisfaction, I fhall endeavour ro give it you as

.well ast 1 am able. You would know what gave my tem

per that fudden turn, as to alter the ftile of my letters

fince I laft came over. If there has been that alteration

you obferve, I have told you the caufe abundance of

times. I had ufed a thoufand endeavours and arguments,

to ger you from the company and place you are in pboth

on the account of your health and humour, which \

thought w*re likely to foffer very much in fuch an air,

and before fuch examples. All I had in anfwer from you,

was nothing but a great deal of arguing, and fometimes

in a ftile fo very imperious, as I thought might have been

fpared, when I reflected how much you had been in the

wrong,
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wrong. The other thing you would know isj. whether
jthis changeof ftile be owing to the thoughts of a newmif-

prefs. I declare, upon the word of a Ghriftian and'

a Gen

tleman, it is not; neither had I ever thoughts of beirig
married to any other perfon but yourfelf. I had ever an

ppiniori that you had a great fweepnefs of naPure and hu

mour ; and.w.harever appeared to the contrary, I looked
upon- it only as a thing put or* as neceffary before a lover j
but 1 haye. fine? obferved in abundance of your letters

fuch marks of a fevere indifference, that I began to think

it was hardly poffible for one of my few good qualities.; to

pleafe yom I never knew any fo hard to be worked up

on, even in matters where the jntereft and concern are

entirely your own •, all which, I fay, paffed eafily while

we were in the ftate of formalities arid ceremony
*•

but*
fince that, there is no other way of accounting for this

untraftable behaviour in you, but by imputing it to a

want of common efteem and friendfhip for me.
" When I defired an account of your fortune, I had,

po fuch defign as you pretend to imagine. I have told

you many a time, that in England it was in the power

of any young fellow of common fenfe, to get a larger
fortune than ever you pretended to. I afked, in order

to confider whether it were fuffirienP, with the help of

my poor income, to make one of your humour eafy in

a married ftate. I think it comes to almoft a hundred

pounds a year; and I think at the fame time that no

young woman in the world, of the fame income, would

dwindle away their health and life in fuch a fink, and

among fuch family converfation ; neither have all your
.letters been once able to perfuade that you have the

■leaft value for me, becaufe you fo little regarded what

l fo often faid upon that matter. The difmal account

you fay I have given ofmy livings, I can affure you to

.feea true one $ and^ fince it. is a difmal pne even in

your
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your own opinion, you can beft draw confequencrs

from it. The place where Dr. Bolton lived is upon a

Vi
.vin-g

which he keeps with the Deanery ; but the place

of refidenee for that they have given him, is within a

mile of a town called Trim, twenty miles from hence;

and there is no otherway, but to hire a houfe at Trim,

or build one on the fpot : the firft is hardly to be done,

and the other I am too poor to perform at prefent. For

coming down to Belfaft, ir is what I cannot yet think

of, my attendance is fo clofe, and fo much required of

me--, but our government fits very loofe, and I believe

■will change in a few months; whether our part will

partake in the change, I know not, though I am very

apt to believe it ; and then I fhall be at leifure for a

fhort journey. But I hope your other friends, more

powerful than I, will before that time perfuade you

from the place where you are. I defire my fervke to

your mother, in return for her remembrance ; but for

any other dealings that way, I entreat your pardon ;

and I think I have more caufe to refent your defires of

me in that cafe, than you have to be angry at my refu

sals, If you like fuch company and conduct, much

good do you with them ! My education has been other-

wife. My uncle Adam afked me one day in private,

as by direction, what my defigns were in relation to

you, becaufe it might be a hindrance to you if I did

not proceed. The anfwer I gave him (which I fuppofe

he has fent you) was to this effeft :
,c That I hoped I

was no hindrance to you * becaufe the reafon you nrge4

againft a union with me was drawn from indifpofition,

which ftill continued ; that you alfo thought my
for-

time not fofficient, which is neither at prefent in a con

dition to offer you: That* if your health and my
for^

tune were as they ought, I would prefer you above all

your fex$ but that, in the prefent condition of both, I

though!;
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thought it was againft your opinion, and wtnild cer

tainly make you unhappy : that, bad you any other of

fers which your friends or yourfelf thoughtmore to

your advantage, .1 fhould think I were very unjuft to

be an obftacle in your
way."

Now for what concerns

my fortune, you have anfwered it. I defire, therefore,
you will let me know if your health be otherwife than

it was \|hefl you told me theDoctors advifed you againft

marriag% as what would certainly hazard your life.

Are they of you grown of another opinion in this par

ticular? Are you in a condition to manage domeftk

affairs, with an income of lefs (perhaps) than three

Jiundred pounds a year ? Have you fuch an inclinatkna

to my perfon and humour, as to comply with my de

fires and way of living, and endeavour to make us both

as happy as you can ? Will, you.be ready to engage in

thofe methods I fhall direct for the imprbvement of your

mind, fo as tomake us entertaining company for each
o-

ther, without beingmiferable when we are neither vifit-

Ing nor vifited ? Can you bend your love and efteem and

indifference to others the fame way as 1 do mine ? Shall

I have fo much power in your heart, or you fomuch gc*-

vernment of your paffioris, as to growki good humour

upon my approach, though provoked by a—? Have

you fo much good-nature as to endeavour by foftWqrds

to fmooth any rugged humour occafioned by- the crofs

accidents of life ? Shall the place wherever your huf-

band is thrown, be more welcome than courts and cities

without him ? In fhort, thefe are fome of the neceffary

methods to pleafe men, who, like me, are deep read

in the World; and to a perfon thus made, 1 fhould be

proud in giving all due returns toward making he?

happy.- Thefe are the queftions I have always refolved

4o propofe to her with whom I meant to pafs my life}

and whenever you can heartily anfwer thenar in the afT

firmapive,
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firmaPive, I fhall be bleffed to have you in my arms*

without regarding
whether your perfon be beautiful, or

your fortune large.
Cleanlinefs in the firft, and con*

petency in the other, is all I look for. I defire indeed

a plentiful revenue,
but would rather it fhould be of

my own ; though
I fhould not bear from a wife to be

reproached for the greateft.

" I have faid all I can pofiibly fay In anfwer to any

part of your letter, and in telling you my clear opi*

nion as to matters between us. I fingled you out at

firft from the reft of women ; and I expect not to he

ufed like a common lover. When you think fit to fend

me an anfwer to this, without , I fhall then ap*

prove myfelf, by all means* you fhall command*

Madam,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

Jonathan Swift.

From the contents of this letter, it is apparent, tha*

."Whatever inclination he might forjnerly have had to a

union with this Lady, it was now much changed ; and

his view in writing it, feems evidently to have been to

put an end to the connection, but in fuch a way, as

jhat the refufal might come from the Lady. For it was

impoffible to fuppofe that a woman of any fpirit (and

from fome hints in the letter fhe feemed to have rather

more than came to her fhare) fhould not highly refen£

fuch an unlover-like epiftle, written in fo dictatorial a

flyle. And it is highly probable that the little ftomach

which he at all times, had to matrimony, was a ftronger

motive to breaking off the match, than any of the

newly difcovered faults laid to her charge^ His at*

tachment to this Lady was in confequence.of a juvenile

paffion commenced when he was in the
College-' She

was
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was
filler-

to, his chamber- fellow Mr. Waryng, and a

familiar intercpurfe naturally followed. It is certain a

correfpondence had, been carried on between phem for

fome rime in the ftile of courtfhip ; but a few years ab

sence cool'd the .ardour of his flame, which, together

with fome circumftances alluded to in the above letter,
made him wifh to put an end to the connection. I have

In my poffeffion a letter of his* which was never yet

printed, addreffed to the Rev. Mr. Winder, dated fr.on$
Moor-park, 1698. Wherein fome flight mention is

made of this affair, and which manifeftly fhews his in

difference at that time, in the following paffage :.
" I

remember thefe letters to Eliza ; they were writ in my

youth. Pray burn them. You mention a dangerous

rival for an abfenp lover * but I muft take my fortune.

If the report proceeds, pray inform
me," After-

thefe

we have no memorial remaining of his being attached

to-
any of the fair fex, except Mrs. Johnfon and Mifs

Vanhomrigh, known to, the world by the celebrated

names, of Stella, and Vaneffa. We have already feen

how his acquaintance with Stella commenced at an

early period of her life, and the fhare that he had ia

training her up to that degree of perfection which fhe

afterwards reached. It is no wonder that his. admira*

tion of his lovely pupil fhould increafe with her grow

ing perfections, and that it
fhould-

produce the
ftrongeft"

attachment to one of the fineft pieces of nature's work-

manfhip, finifhedand polilhed to phe heightby his own-

hand. But though his affection for her daily increafed,

during a long habitude of intercourfe with one of the

moft charming companions in the wortd, perfectly

foited in all points to his tafte and humour, yet had it

no mixture in ip of the paffion of lpve, but was rather

£he. tendernefs- of a parent ts a* favourite child.

£lii



Ip
TFtE LIFE OF

His conduct have made him ftyfcfj

A father, and the nymph his child;

That innocent delight he took

To fee the virgiri mind her book,

Was but the maflef's fecret joy

In fchool to hear the fineft boy.

For the truth of this he appeals to Stella herfeHf Iri

one of his Poems addreffed to her;

Thou, Stella, weft no longer young,

When firft for thee my harp I fining ;

Without one word of Cupid's darts*

Of killing eyes* or bleeding hearts;

With friendfhip and efteem poffefti

I ne'er admitted love a gueft.

Nor was there any thing uncommon in this.
We1

find that even among young people bred Up together

from childhood, the paffion of love feldorri appears;

and much lefs likely is it to take place where there
is*

fuch a difparity of years. It has been already fhewri

what punctilious caution he took to prevent any
aps

psarance of that fort, by never converfing With her but

in the prefence of a third perfon, which was ufually

her companion Mrs. Dingley. But not long after net

fettlement in Ireland, he gave the moft Unequivocal

proof of what his fentiments were with regard to hef

on that point. It was impoffible that fo charming art

object fhould long remain without infpiring fome of

her beholders with love. Accordingly an iritirriate

friend of Swift's, of the name of Tifdal* not undifc

tinguifhed for learning and wit, was fo captivated whft

the beauties both of her perfon and fniridj thai he paid

his addreffes to her, and made propofals of marriage1*

The
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The account of this tranfaction, and Phe parp that Swift

bore in it, is fet forth at large in the following letter

written by him to Tifdal on that fubjecti

Dr. Swift to Mr. 'TisdaL;

London, April 20, 1704.

tc Yesterday Coming from the country I found your

letter, which had been four or five days arrived, and

by neglect was nop forwarded as it oright. You have

got three epithets
for-

my former letter, which I believe

are all unjuft : you fay it was unfriendly, unkind, and

unaccountable. The two firft, I fuppofe, may pafs but

for one, faving (as Capt. Fluellin fays) the phrafe is a

little variations. I fhall therefore artfwer thofe two as

I can; and for the laft, I return it you again by thefe

pfefents, affuring you, that there is more unaccounta-

bility in your letter's little finger, than in mine's whole

body. And one ftrain I obferve in it, which is fre

quent enough ; you talk in a myftical fort of a way,

as if you would have me believe I had fome great de^.

figri, and that you had found it out : your phrafes are,

that my letter had the effect you judge I defigned * that

you are amazed to reflect on what you judge the caufe

of it 3 and wifh it may be in your power to love and

value me while you live, He. In anfwer to all this, I

might with good pretence enough talk ftarch'Iy,- and af

fect ignorance of what you would be at ; but my con

jecture is, that you think I obftructed your infmuatiqns

Po pleafe my own, and that my intentions were the fame

with yours. In anfwer to all which, I will upon my

confcience and honour tell you the naked truth. Firft,
I think I have faid to you

before,"

that if my fortunes

and humour ferved me to think of that ftate, I foould

certainly, among all perfons on earth, make your choice;

S
'

'

becaufe
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becaufe I never Taw that perfon whofe converfationf

entirely valued but her's; this was the utmoft I ever

gave way to. And, fecondly,- I muft affure you fin-

cerely, that this regard of mine never orice entered to

be an impediment to you ; but I judged it would, per

haps, be a clog to your rifing in the world; and I did

not conceive you were then rich enough to make your-

felf and her happy and eafy. But that objection is now

quite removed by what you have at prefent; and by
the affurances of Eaton's livings. I told you indeed,
that your authority was not fufficient to make overtures

to the mother, without the daughter's giving me leave

under her own or her friend's hand, which, I think,

-was a right and a prudent flep. However, 1 told the

mother immediately, and fpoke with all the advantages

you deferve. But the objection of your fortune being
-removed, I declare I have no other; nor fhall any

eon-

.fiderationof my own misfortune, in lofi-ng fo good a

friend and companion as her, prevail on me againft her

intereft and fettlement in the world,, fince it is held fo

neceffary and'convenient a thing for Ladies to marry.;

and that time takes off from the luftre of virgins in all

other eyes but mine: I appeal to my letters to herfelf^
whether 1 was your friend or not in the whole concern ;

though the pa-rt I defigned to act in it was purely
paf-

five, which is the utmoft I will ever do in things of this

nature,, to avoid all reproach of any ill confequence,

that may eniue in the variety of worldly accidents.

Nay I went fo far both to her mother, herfelf, and, I

think to you, as to fay it could not- be decently broken;';

fince I fuppofed the town had got it in their tongues,

and therefore I. thought it could not mifcarry without

fome difadvanrage to the Lady's credit. I have always

.-.dcferibedher to you in a,manner different from thofe,

would bz difcou.raging ; and muft add, that though

it
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It hath come in my way td converfe with perfons of
the"

firft.rank, and of that fex, more than is ufual to
men*

bf my level, and of our function; yet I have Where

rnet with a humour, a wit, or converfation fo agree

able, a better portion of good fenfe, or a truer judg
ment of men and things* I mean herein England ; for

as to the Ladies of Ireland, I am a perfect ftranger.

As to her fortune, I think you know it already; and, if

you refume yoUr defigns, and would have farther intel

ligence, I fhall fend you a particular account.

I give you joy of your good fortunes, and envy very
fnuch your pruderice and temper* and love of peace

and fettlement; the reverie of which hath been the!

great uneafinefs of my
life,'

and is likely to continue fo.

And what is the refult ? En quels confevimus dgrbs ! I find

nothing but the good words and wifhes of a decayed

Miniftry, whofe lives and mine will probably wear out

before they can ferve either my little hopes, or their

own ambition. Therefore I am refolved foddenly to

retire, like a difeontented courtier, and vent myfelf in

fludy and fpeculation, till my own humour* or the

fcene here, fhall
change."

I have here inferred the whole of this letter, both as-

it contains a candid difplay of Swift's fentiments on this

occafion,-
and is a ftrong confutation of the account

given of it by his relation Deane Swift, in his Effay,

&c. part of which! fhall here where fpeak

ing ofMr.Tifdal he fays-^" This Gentleman declared

-

his paffion, and made her propofals of marriage. Now

whether it was artifice in Mrs; Johnfon to rouze affec

tions in the adamantine heart of her admired object ;

or whether it was a-

reach of policy in Dr. Swift, to ac

quaint Mrs. Johnfon by fuch indirect means that he

had no intention of engaging himfelf in a married life;

pr whether in truth there was any kind of artifice ufed

S 2 on
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on either fide, I proteft I am wholly a ftranger, Hcirr

Mrs. Johnfon difcovered no repugnancy to the match,

but ftill fhe would be advifed by Doctor Swift. The

Doctor, perhaps, loth to be feparated from fo delightful
a companion, threw an obftacle in the way that was not

to be formounted. This Genpleman had a benefice in

the church of a confiderable value, about a hundred

miles from- Dublin, which required his attendance.

Dr. Swift, in order to bring matters to a final iffue,

made him an overture that he fhould fettle upon his

wife a hundred pounds a year for pin-money. The

lover indeed, although extremely captivated with the

charms of his miflrefs, was by no means delighted with

this propofal ; he defired however that he might have a

night's time to confider of it ; and the next morning,

contrary to expectation,
he agreed to the terms. Swift,

never at a lofs for fome uncommon flight of imagina

tion, infilled farther that he fhould live in Dublin, and

keep a coach for his wife. The Gentleman had more

honour than to promife what he could not perform;

the match was accordingly broken off: in a fhort time

after the Doctor's friend married a woman of family,
and there was an end of the

affair."

In what a mean

felfifo light does this fabricated account place Swift!

how different from the genuine one delivered by him

felf 1 and that too drawn up by a kinfman, who writ

profeffedly to vindicate his character. But the match

was not broken off by any artifice of Swift's, to which

he was at all rimes foperior. The refufal came from

Mrs. Johnfon herfelf, who, though fhe might at firft-

have fhewn no repugnance to it, probably with a view

to found Swift's fentiments, and bring him to fome

-explanation with regard to her; yet when it came to

the point, fhe could not give up the hope longnourifh-

ed in her boforn, of being one day united to the object

of
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of her virgin hearr, and whom fhe confidered as the

firft. of fnankindi From that time we do not find that

fhe ever encouraged any other addreffes, and her life

feemed wholly devoted to him. She paffed her days

from the year 1703 to 1710, in the moft perfect retire-

merit, without any other enjoyment in life but what fhe

found in the pleafure of his fociety, or in reading.

Their mode of living was this : when the Doctor was

abferit on his vifits to England, fhe and her companion

took Up their refidence at his parfonage houfe at Lara^

cor, in the neighbourhood of Trim, a fmall town about

20 miles diftant from Dublin. When he returned, they
either retired to a lodging at Trim, or were hofpitably
received in the houfe of Dr. Raymond, Vicar of that

parifh. Swift grew fo enamoured of this courfe of life,
that he feemed to wifh for nothing more than a conti

nuance of it. The charming fociety and delightful

converfation of the amiable and accomplifhed Stella,
had, by long habitude, become effential to his happi-

riefs, and.made him lofe all relifh for every other enjoy

ment of life, when abfent from her. All the more vi

gorous forings of his mind were relaxed and loft their

tone ; and even the powerful pafilons of ambition, and

defire ofwealth, were wholly abforbed in this truly vo

luptuous ftate, wherein was conftantly mixed

The feaft pf reafon, and the flow of foul.

A ftate of true epicurean happinefs, and a fource of

pleafores beyond the conception of the fenfoaliit, which,

far from cloying, ftill encreafe by enjoyment, and

which can only be the portion of the more exalted

rninds, and refined fpirits of this world. It is cer

tain that Swift's foul was fo intangled by thefe charms,

pf a different kind indeed, but not lefs powerful than

§ 3

*

thofe



*6i THE LIFE OF

phofe of Circe, that it was with the utmoft reluctance he

difengaged himfelf from them, though, but for a fhort

time f nor could any thing but
a fenfe of duty, and a defire

of ferving the church,
make him accept of a commiffion

for that purpofe, which occafioned his journey to London

in September, 17 10.
In his firft letter to Mrs. Johnfon,

on his arrival at Chefter, he
fays- " I am perfectly refolved

to return as foon as lhave done my commiffion, whether

it fucceeds or not. I never went to England with fo little

defire in my
life."

In the January following he fays—,

" Farewell, deareft beloved MD, and love poor poor

Prefto*, who has not had one happy day fince he left you,

as hope faved. It is the laft folly I fhall ever make, but

I hope it will turn to fome account. I would make MD

and me eafy, and I never defired
more."

And in fome

months after, he expreffes his impatience of this long
abfence in the ftrongeft terms; where addreffing himfelf

tt> Stella, he
fays,—" You fay you are not fplenetick;

but if you be, faith you will break poor Prefto's ;,

I won't fay the reft ; but I vow to God, if I could de

cently come over now, I would, and leave all fchemes of

politics and ambition for
ever."

In the whole courfe of

his letters it appears that not all the homage paid him by
the great, the fociety of the choiceft fpirits of the age,

and the friendfhip of fome of the worthiefl characters of

both fexes; not the daily increafe and fpreading of his

fame, and the molt flattering profpects before him of for

tune and preferment, could compenfate for the want of

that companion, who was the fupreme delight of his heart.

In the mid ft of all thefe he tells her, that his beft days

here are trafh to thofe which he paffed with her. In order

to foften in fome meafure the rigour of abfence, he had

fettled a plan at parting, that they fhould keep a regular

journal, in which they fhould fet down the tranfactions.

» MD Hands fcr Stella, and Prefto for Swift,

Of
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■of the day, and once a fortnight tranfmk it -to each other.

The writing and receiving of thefe conflkuted the chief

pleafure of his life during his refidence in England. It

was his firft employment, when he awoke in .the mornino-

;

Phe laft, before he clofed his eyes at night. He makes

frequent mention of the great fatisfaction he finds in this

kind of intercourfe. In his Journal, January 16, 1711,

he
fays—" Prefto's at home, God help him, every night

from fix till bed -time, and has as little enjoyment or plea

fore in life at prefent, as any body in the world, although

in full favour with all the Miniftry. As. hope faved,-
no

thing gives Prefto any
fort of .dream of happinefs, but a

letter now and then from his own deareft MD. 1 love

the expectation of it, and when it does not come, I com

fort myfelf that I have it yet to be happy with, Yes

faith, and when I write to MD, I am happy too: it is

juft, methinks, as if you were here, and I prating to you,

and telling you where I have
been,"

He. And in

another place
" When I find you are happy or merry

there, it makes me fo here, and lean hardly .imagine

you abfent when I am reading your letter, or writing

to you. No faith, you are juft here upon this little

paper, and therefore I fee and talk with you every event

ing constantly, and fometimes in the
morning,"

He.

This mode of intercourfe, during their feparation,
was adopted by him upon the fame cautious principle,

by which he regulated his conduct towards her, when

he lived in the fame place with her. As h.e had never

trufted himfelf alone with her then, but always con-

verfed with her, as was before obferved, in the prefence

of fome third perfon, -fo his Journals were coijiftantly

addreffed to both Ladies, and were anfwered by both

in the fame letter. Had he entered into a feparate cor-

refpondence with Mrs. Johnfon, it would be hardly pof-

fible to avoid coming to fome explanation, that muft

S 4 either
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either have ended in an abfolute engagement, or put a

period to all expectation of that fort : both which, from

forne maxims laid down by him, it was his bufinefs to

avoid. In this way of writing too, he might give a

loofe to all expreffions of endearment and tendernefs,

with which his heart overflowed for one of the objedts,

without at the fame time giving her a 'right to apply

them folely to herfelf, as they were addreffed to both.

Accordingly we find, interfperfed through the Journal,

feveral paffages containing the warmed effufions of af?

fection, which the utmoft fenfibility of heart could pour

forth- Among many others, I fhall quote a few of

thefe, as they occur in the early part of his Journal,
" And fo you kept Prefto's little birth-day, I warrant;

would to God I had been prefent at the health, rather.

than here, where I have no manner of pleafure, no

thing but eternal bufinefs on my hands. I fhall grow

wife in time, but no more of that: pnly I fay, Amen,
with my heart and vitals, that we may never be afunder

again, ten days together, while poor Prefto lives.''

" Do as you pleafe, and love poor Prefto, that loves,
M. D. better than his life, a thoufand million of

times."

<c You are welcome as my blood to every farthing I

have in the world ; and all that grieves me is, I am

hot richer, for MD's fake, as hope
faved," " Fare

well, my deareft lives, and delights; I love you better

than ever, if poffible, as hope faved I do, and ever

will. God Almighty blefs you ever, and make us

happy together; I pray for this twice every day, and I
hope Godwill hear my poor hearty

prayers." " 1 will fay
no more, but beg you to be eafy till fortune takes her

eourfe, and to believe that MD's felicity is the great

end I aim at in all my
purfuits."

Though expreffions

pf this fort are in general addreffed to both thefe Ladies,
yet it is certaio that Mrs. Johnfon muft ha,ve confidered

£ them,
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them as meant only to herfelf; for the other Lady^

Mrs. Dingley, was far from meriting any fhare in

Swift's efteem or affection. She was merely one of the

common run of women, of a middling underftanding,

without knowledge or tafte; and fo entirely felfifh, as

to be incapable of any fincere friendfhip, or warm at

tachment. In fhort, fhe was perfectly calculated to

anfwer Swift's purpofes in the poft fhe occupied, that

of an infeparable companion to Mrs. Johnfon : and the

parrownefs of her circumftances, which confifled only

of an annuity of twenty-feven pounds a year, too little

to fopport her without the affiftance of a yearly allow

ance from Swifp, kept her in a fixed ftate of depend

ence, and conformity to his will. No wonder there

fore thap Mrs. Johnfon always entertained expectations

that Swift would offer her his hand, as foon as a foffi-

cient encreafe of fortune would enable'him to do It

with prudence. While, on the other hand, Swift cau-

piOufly avoided any declaration of that fort, which

might be conftrued into a promife, and left himfelf at

liberty po interpret his ftrongeft expreffions of attach

ment, as proceeding
wholly- from friendfhip, and a

warmth of pure affection, which had been encreafing

from her early age, and
fettled into what might be con

fidered as a parental fondnefs. To enter thoroughly

into the motives of this conduct, we are to recollect

phat Swift always had in remembrance the imprudent

match made by his father, which left his widow and

children in fo defoUte a condition. .Themiferies he

^ad foffered during a long ftate of dependence, even

to an advanced period of his life, made fo deep an im-

preffionon his mind, that be determined never tomarry,

pnlefs his fortune were fuch, as might enable him to

make a fuitable provifion for his wife, or any offspring

Jip
might-

have by her. As he had; no great propensity
to
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to the marriage ftate, on feveral accounts before-men,

tioned, he found no difficulty in keeping this refola,

tion ; yet
it is highly probable, at the time of his wri

ting this part of the Journal, he had a diftant view of

beinc united fome time or other in the bands of

lock to Mrs. Johnfon, whenever his expected prefer

ment in the Church, and fufficient increafe of fortune

fhouldrender it eligible. For, though he might him

felf have been perfectly content to have paffed the reft

of his life with her, in the fame manner as before, on

the pure Platonic fyftem ; yet it could not efcape his pe

netration, that flie had other views, and felt a paffion

for him not quite fo refined. And the charms pf her

fociety had become fo effential to his happinefs, thap

rather than run a rifk of lofing it, he would purchafe

it even at the price of matrimony, provided it cpuld be

done confidently with the unalterable refolution he had

laid down. ;

But while Swift's thoughts were thus employed, and

all his views in life tended to this point, as to their cen

ter, an event happened which unhinged his mind, and

filled his bofom with a difturbance, which all his phiv

lofophy could never calm, and which was the fource of

much difquiet to him ever after in life. This arofe

from that all-powerful paffion, which the greater! heroes,

moft renowned fages, have not been able to with-

ftand, I mean, love. Hitherto he had been fo much

upon his guard againft that dangerous paffion, that he

was invulnerable to all its open attacks, even in the

prime of youth ; but now in his advanced age, be

trayed by the confidence which that infpired, he was

taken by furprife. Among the great number of his

friends in London, whofe. doors were always open to

him, there was none whofe houfe he fo conftantly
fre

quented as that of Mrs. Vanhomrigh, which he made

ufe
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ufe of as if it were his home. This Lady had two

daughters $ the eldeft, foon became a great favourite of

his, as, by his own account, fhe was poffeffed of every

good quality, and adorned with every accomplifhment

that could render her one of themoft perfect of her fex.

As one of the Doctor's greateft delights was, to culti

vate theminds of youth, particularly females, he took

upon himfelf the office of her Preceptor, to direct her

in her ftudies, and inftil into her mind the principles of

virtue, and feeds of knowledge. Her capacity for

learning was fuch, that fhe imbibed his inftructions

falter than he could give them ; and her application

was fo great, that in lefs than two years, fhe made fuch

a progrefs as aftonifoed him. But about that time he

difeovered a ftrange alteration in her. She no longer

delighted in books, no longer was attentive to his lec

tures. The^ frequent inftances he perceived of her ab

fence of mind, fhewed that her thoughts were roving

about fomething elfe, which fhe had more at heart.

Upon enquiring into the caufe of this, fhe ingenuoufly
owned her paffion for him, and that her whole foul was

occupied, not about his precepts, but her Preceptor

himfelf, Nothing could have aftonifhed the Doctor

more, or thrown his mind into fuch a ftate of agita

tion, as an unexpected declaration of that fort. He

has given us a lively picture of what paffed there on the

pccafion, in the following lines :

Cadenus felt within him rife

Shame, difappointment, guilt, furprife.

He knew not how to reconcile

Such language with her ufual flyle :

And yet her words were fo expreft,

He could not hope fhe fpoke in jeft.

His thoughts had wholly been confin'd

To form and cultivate her mind,

He
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He hardly knew, till he was told,

Whether the nymph were young Pr old;

Had met her in a public place,

Without diftinguifhing her face.

Much lefs could his declining age

Vanessa's earlieft thoughts engage;

And if her youth indifference met,

His perfon muft contempt beget.

Or grant her paffion be fincere,

How fhall his innocence be clear ?

Appearances were all fo ftrong,

The world muft think him in the Wrong j

Who'd fay, he made a treacherous ufe

Of wit, to flatter and feduce :

The town would fwear he had betray'd,

By magic fpells, the harmlefs
maid ;

And every beau would have his jokes,
That fcholars were like other folks;

And when Platonic flights are over,

The tutor turns a mortal lover :

So tender of the young and fair !

It fhew'd a true paternal care :

Five thoufand guineas in her purfe !

The Doctor might have fancy'd worfe,

In his firft furprife at her extraordinary declaration,
he tried to turn it off by raillery, treating it as a thing

fpoken only in jeft; but when a woman has once bn>

ken through the reftraint of decorum, the eftabfifhed

barrier between the fexes, fo far as to begin the attack,

fhe is not eafily to be repulfed. She in ftronger terms

both avowed and juftified her paffion for him, by fuch

arguments as muft be highly flattering to his felf-love.

Of the impreffion which thefe made on him, he gives

the following account in the fame Poem :

Cadbnvs
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Cadenus, to his grief and fhame,
Could fcarce oppofe Vanessa's flame;
And

tho'

her arguments were ftrpng,
At leaft could hardly wifh them wrong.

Howe'er it came, he could not tell,

But fure fhe never talk'd fo well.

His pride began to interpofe,

Pteferr'd before a crowd of beaux:

So bright a nymph to come unfpught,

Such wonders by his merit wrought ;

'Tis merit muft with her prevail,

He never knew her judgment fail ;

She noted all fhe ever read,

And had a moft difcerning head.

'Tis an old maxim in the fchools,
That flattery's the food of fools :

Yet, now and then, your men of wit-

Will condefeend to pick a bit.

So when Cadenus could not hide,

He chofe to juftify his pride ;

Conftruing the paffion fhe had fhewn,

Much to her praife, more to his own.

Nature, in him, had merit plac'd,

In her, a moft judicious tafte.

Having thus artfully brought over his pride and

felf-love Po her party, and corrupted his judgment by
the moft flattering arguments, the Lady found no

difficulty to make a conqueft of his now unguarded

heart, which, however reluctantly, he was obliged to

furrender at diferetion, He now for the firft time felt

what the paffion of love was, with all its attendant fymp-

toms, which he had before known only from defcription,
and which he was now enabled to defcribe himfelf in

the ftrongeft colours :

Love !



a7c, THE LIFE OP

Love ! why do we one paffion call,

When 'tis a compound of them all ?

Where hot and cold, where fharp and fweefy

In all their equipages meet :

Where pleafuresmix'd with pains appear,

Sorrow with joy, and hope with fear.

To his lot indeed there fell a much greater propor

tion of the bitter ingredients, than of the fweets of

love. He might fay with Othello,

Oh now for ever

Farewel the tranquil mind, farewel content 1

All the pleafing feenes of fober fedate happinefs^

which he had formed to himfelf for the reft of his-days*

in the fociety of Stella, were now overfhadowed and e-

clipfed by the intervention of a brighter object,, which

promifed pleafures of a more rapturous kind. And yet

they were pleafures, which, in his hours of cooler reflec

tion, he could never hope to tafte. Any idea of marri

age muft have appeared, from the great difparity of years*

as well as many other reafons, to the laft degree prepof-

terous. Befides, though he never had entered into any

direct engagement of that fort with Mrs. Johnfon, yet by

many expreffions in his letters before quoted, almoft

tantamount to an engagement, and his whole conduct to

wards her, he gave her juft grounds to expect, that if

ever he did marry, (lie fhould be his choice. He could

nor therefore have given preference to another,
without-

being charged with cruelty and injuftice. And as to any

illicit commerce between them, he never could have en

tertained a thought of that, without firft facrificing all

the principles of honour, morality, and religion, by which

his whole conduct in life had hitherto been governed.

In this critical fituation, 'he had but one wife courfe to

take.
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take, in order tO enfure his future peace, which was to

efcape the danger by flight, and breaking off all corre-

fpondenee with the Lady. But whether through too

great confidence in his ftrength, or giving way to the ir-

refiftible force of her attraction, he remained in the peri

lous fituation of a conftant intercourfe with her, which

daily contributed to fan their mutual flames.

The date of the commencement of this adventure,

may be traced almoft to a certainty, by examining the lat

ter part of Swift's Journal, in which, from March 1712

to the end, there is a remarkable change in his manner

of writing to the two Ladies.. We no longer find there

any of what he called, the little language, the playful

fallies of an undifguifed heart, to a bofom friend ; no

more expreffions of tendernefs, and cordial affection ; no

repinings at his long continued abfence ; nor ardent

wifhes for their fpeedy meeting again ; but on the con

trary, we fee nothing but a dry Journal continued out of

form, made up of trifling incidents, news, or politics, .

without any thing in the matter, or expreffion, at all in-

terefting to the parties addreffed. And now inftead of

that eager folicipude to return, which he had formerly fo

frequently and fo earneftly declared, he contents himfelf

with cold excufes for his long continuance in London.

And juft before his fetting out for Ireland, in order to

take poffeffion of his Deanery, he writ a formal letter of

bufinefs to Mrs. Dingley, May 16, 171 3, in which he

makes no mention of Stella, nor expreffes the lead fans-

faction at his near expectation of feeing them again. Cn

his arrival there, inftead of the joy and tranfporr, to which

he had once looked forward, on being re-united to the

object of all his wifhes, after fo long a ftparation, the

whole fcence was changed to cold indifference, or gloomy
melancholy. In a letter to Mifs Vanhomrigh, dated

from Laracor, July 8, 171?, he feys, "At my firft

coming,
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coming, I Phoughp I fhould have died wiph difconteht \

and was horribly melancholy while Phey were inftallingy
me but it begins to wear off, and change to

dulnefs." '

Who that read the former part of his Journal to Stella*

replete with fuch ardent wifhes for their meeting agaia

never to part more, as the confummation of all his views

of happinefs in life, could have expected fuch a change?

And who does not now fee the true caufe of that
change?"

In this uneafy fituation, we may fuppofe it was not

with much reluctance he obeyed the call of his friends,

to return immediately to England, in order to makeup

a new breach between the Minifters, which threatened

ruin to the party. Though this was the oftenfible caufe

of his hidden departure, yet perhaps there was mettle

more attratlive which drew him over at that time.

Soon after his arrival, he wrote that beautiful Poem

called Cadenus and Vaneffa. His firft defign in

feems to have been to break off the connection in the

politeft manner poffible, and put an end to any expecta

tions the Lady might have formed of a future union be

tween them- To foften the harfhnefs of a refufal of her

proffered hand, the greateft of mortifications to a woman,

young, beautiful, and poffeffed of a good fortune, he

painted all her perfections both of body and mind, in

fuch glowing colours, as muft at leaft have highly grati

fied her vanity, and fhewn that he was far from being in*

fenfible to her charms, though prudence forbad his yield

ing to his inclinations. However determined he might

be at the commencement of the Poem, he kept his refo

lution but ill in the profecution of it. Happy had it been

both for him and her, had he concluded it with a denial

in fuch exprefs and peremptory terms, as would have left

her no ray of hope : but inftead of that, he leaves the

whole in a dubious ftate. She was too fharp-fighted not

to perceive, that in fpite of all the efforts of philofophy,

love
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We had taken poffeflion of his heart, and made it rebel

againft his headi As her paffion for him was firft infpired

by his wit and genius* a Poem written in fuch exquifire

tafte, of which fhe was the fubject, and where fhe faw

herfelf dreft oup in the moft flattering colours, was not

likely to admiriifter to her cure.
*

On the contrary, ic

only ferved to add frefh fuel to the flame. And as his

love originally arofe from fyfripathy, it muft* from ■

the

fame caufe, iacreafe with the growth of hers. :

Meantime the unfortunate Stella languifhed in abfence

and neglect. The Journal was not renewed^ nor are there

any traces remaining of the .leaftcorrefpondence between

thern, during Swift's whole ftay in England; while a

continual intercourfe was kept up between Vaneffa and

him. She was the firft perfon he wrote to on his retire

ment to Letcombj fome time before the Queen's death;

and the laft, on his departure from that place to Ireland/

He arrived there in a much more gloomy ftate of mind

than before, as the death of the Queen had broke all his

■meafures,
and put an end to all fupure profpects, either

for the publick or himfelf. He has given vent to his me

lancholy reflections on his fituation in a fhort Poem, writ

ten during a fit of illnefs which had feized him foon

after his arrival j of which the following lines make a

part*

My ftate of health none care to learn,

My life is here no foul's concern.

And thofe with whom I now converfej

Without a tear will tend my herfe.

Some formal vifits, looks, and words,

What mere humanity affords,

I meet perhaps from three or four,
From whom I once expelled more s

Which thofe who tend the fick for payv
Can act as decently as they.

T But
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But ho obliging tender friend

To help at my approaching end ;

My life is flow a burden/grown

To othersj ere it be my own.

}& ft poflible fo conceive that #his eonild be the rcafe

while he was in the fame Country with his once £dc*«d

■Stella ? But it is probable that refentment at his logg nega

lect, and total change ©f-behavjotir etowarid her, as {he

was a worriarr of high fpirit, might have fixedher, at that

juncture, in a refohitioa of hying fep&Fat^y from hk» iffl

iher country retirement .where the aceotifjfrisf his ainefe

might not have reached her, The arrival of Vftntga i*

Dublin, whofe impatient Jove, wookl riot foifer bertoftay
long behind him, was the fbwee of much mqmetadei.itCr

•Swift. There was nothing he feemed to-dread-hweithaB

.that his intimacy with her fhould takewiiad, in B^bfe

:He had warned her of this in his farewell JePter tofep

frorri Letcomb,
before1 his departure. . "..If y&i-are.

in'

•Ireland when 1 am there, I fhall: fee you-

very fetdoro.

It is nor a place for any freedom ^ but it 'is where every

thing, is kriown in-
a week, and magnified a hHfSdfed'de-'

rgrees,u Thefe are rigorous laws that maft be paled!

through : but it is probable we may meet ia.Ldadori^m

Winter ; or, if not, leave all to fate, that feldom comes

to humour our inclinations, I fay
aH; this out of the per

fect efteem and iriendfiiip I have for
'you."

And after

her arrival he writes to Ihe fame effect.
" I received

your letter when forfie company was with 'me on Saturday

night, and
it'

put me in fuch confufrorrthat I could not

tell what to do. This morning a woman whodoes
bufr-

nefs for me, told me fhe heard I was- in love with one

.

naming you, and twenty particulars ; that little

mafter and I vifited you ; and that the
Archbilhop-

did fo ; and- that you- had abundance ©f wit,. He. 1 ever

• feared*
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Feared the tattle of this nafly tdwnj and told yoli fo; and

that was the reafon I faid to yoti Jong ago* that I would

•fee you felddm when yod Were iri Ireland.; and I muft

beg you to be eafy, ifj for fome time, 1 vifit yoti fel-

dprner, and riot in fo particular a m,anrierk 1 will fe<J

you £t the lapter end of the week, if pofiible. Thefe ai;e

accidents iri life that are neceffary* and muff be fubmitted

to; and. tattle* by phe help of difcretion* will wear
off."

But difcretion was ill foited ,td a mind, now under the;

dominion of all ungovernable paffion* and which had no

Other enjoyment in life, >

but'

in the fociety pf phe beloved

bhject. She importuned him fo with ■ letters* rneffages,

and complaints-* that he was obliged tb affuhie a fternefi

pf behayioUr. to her, and treat her with a rigour quite fo

reign to his heart *. The effect this had oh
.Her.j

is riiofli

^eeJiiJgty fet forth iri.orieOf her letters* 17 14.
"
YpU

bid rrie Be eafy, arid yoti would fee riife afc ofteri as you

feotildr You had better have faid* as tiftcn as you could

get the better of your inclinations- ib much ; br as ofteri

as ypU ternerbhered there was fuch a one iri the worfch

If you continue to treat me as you do* you will riot be

rnade urieafy by rrie long. IP is impoffible tb defcribe

.whatI have fuffered firice I faw you laft. 1 am fore ,1

Could have borrte fhe rack mUch better* than thofe kll-

lirigj killing wOrds of yours. Sometimes I have refdlVed

tb .die without feeing you mdre ; but thofe refolves* Po

your misfortune, did not laft long. For there is fome

thing in human nature, that prompts one fo to fittd re

lief iri this world* I fnUfl give way. pd it ; arid beg yod

would fee trie* and fpfeak kiridly to me 3 for I am fure

you'd not condemn any one to foffer what I have dorie^

Iri anfwer fo a letter which fhe had fdnt after him by fief ferVaht

When he was ori the load to Philips town, he concludes thus:
'» I

Have rpde a tedious journey to-dayj and can fay no more. Nor fhSll

ybu know where I am till J cornej and the* I will fee you. A fig for

jrour letters and meflages.''

fi could
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could you but know it. The reafon I write to you, {4
becaufe I cannot tell it you fhould I fee you. For when

I begin to complain, then yoa are angry ; and there is

fomething in your looks fb awful, that it ftrikes we

dumb. Oh 1 that you may have but fo much regard few

me left,
that'

this complaint may touch your foul with

pity, I fay as little as ever I can ; did you but know

what I thought, I am fore it would move you to forgive

me, and believe, I cannot help telling you this and

live."

But whatever trneafinefs Vanefia might foffer from this

conduct of her lover towards her, poor Stella was ftill

more unhappy. All the fond hopes which fhe had in

dulged fo many years, the completion of which fhe had

expected upon his preferment, and increafe of fortune,
were now turned to defpair* from the total filence which

he obferved on that head, and Phe remarkable change in

his behaviour towards her. To the pangs of disappoint

ment, were added rhe flings of jealoufy ; for love had

made her too inqaifirive, not to find out the caufe of this

alteration in him. There are fome paffages in the Jour-

Hal relative Po the Vanhornrighs, which fhew thaP the

feeds of jealoufy were early fown in her mind, upon

Swifp's being fo domeftic there when in London ; and

upon VanefiVs arrival in Dublin, k is more than proba

ble fhe kept a watchful eye upon their motions, Tlie

following beautiful verfes of her's on that fubject,, fhew

clearly fhe was under the dominion of that paffion.

On jB^iotfsr,

O fhield me from his rage, celeftial Powers t

This tyrant, that embitters all my hours.

Ah Love ! you've poorly play'd the heroes part %

You comjueVd, but you can't defend my heart.

Who*
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When firft I bent beneath your gentle reign,

I thought this monfter banifh'd from your train :

But you would raife him to fopporp your throne,
And now he claims your empire as his own.

Or tell me, tyrants, have you both agreed

That where one reigns, phe other fhall focceed.

Thus oppreffed at once by love, jealoufy, and difap-

■pointment, her fpirits funk, a fettled melancholy preyed

upon her heart, which, with a natural tendency to a de

cay, impaired her health to fuch a
.degree,

as to give the

moft alarming fymptoms of an approaching difiolution.

Shocked with the apprehenfion of fo fatal an event, where

of he muft be confcious to himfelf he was the caufe ; and

moved with compaffion at phe ftate Po which he faw her

reduced, all Swift's former tendernefs and affection for

her revived in his breaft 5 arjd banifhed every opher idea

from his mind, but what tended to the prefervation of a

life fo precious. He employed a common friend to both
to learn from her the fecret caufe of that dejection of fpi

rits, which had fo yifibly preyed upon her health ; and

to know whether it was by any means in his power to

remove it ; affuring her phap nothing fhould be wanting
on his part, to reftpre her Po that tranquillity of mind,

upon which fo rnUch of his own happ'inefs depended.

Upon this application Mrs. Johnfon opened her mind

fully to this friend. She told him that from the peculia

rity of her circilmflances, and the Angular connection fhe

had with Swift for fo many years, there had been great

room giyen for the tongue of flander to exert itfejf. That

fhe had learned to bear with this patiently, as fhe had

reafon to expect that all reports of that fort would be ef

faced by marriage, as foon as Swift fhould be In circum

ftances to make her a propofal of that nature. That fhe

now faw with the deepeft concern, ever fince his promo*

T 3 tion,»
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pion, his behaviour towards her had been wholly changed,
and a cold indifference had focceeded tp the warmed pro-:

feffions of eternal affection'. That the neceflary confe

quence would be, an indefinite ftain fixed upon her clia*

rafter, arid the lofs of her goqd name, which was much

dearer to her than fife. 3wife in. anfwer pq this, faid,
that he had early in life laid dpwn two maxims with re

gard tp matrimony, from which he was determined never

to depart. One was, never to marry, unlefs he was be-i

forehand poffeffed of a decent proyiftoti for a family $
a*

nother was, unlefs this fhould be the cafe at a pime of

life when he might reafonabjy expect tp breed up his

children, and fee them properly entered into the world*

With regard to the firft article, he was fo far from having
any thing beforehand, that he was ftill in debt : and this

fmall preferment he had obtained, to which he. had nov*

bo hopes of ever receiving any addition, gave him bu?
little profpect of ever accumulating a fortune. And as

to the fecond, he had already paffed that period pf life,
after which jp was his fixed refolution never to marry.

That of all wbmeri upon earth, could he have entered in

to thap flare confidently wiPh thefe principles, fhe fhoul4
have been bis choice. And as her apprehenfibns about

her character's foffering feemed Po weigh the heavier! on

her mind, in order to put an end to thofe, he was ready

to go through the ceremony of marriage with her, upon.
two-

conditions. The firft was, trfat they fhould continue

to live feparately, exactly in the fame manner as before:;

the fecond, that it fhould be kept a profound fecret from

all the world, unlefi? fome urgent neceffity fhould call for

the difcoyery. However fhort of Stella's expectation*

phefe conditions might be, yet as fhe knew the inflexibi

lity pf Swift's refolutions, fee readily embraced them,

And as it is probable that her chief uneafinefs. arofe from

jealoujy, and the apprehenfjons fhe was under that he
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might be induced ro marry Mifs Vanhomrigh, fhe would
at leaft have the fatisfadaon, by< this meafure, of render

ing fuch a union with-her rival impracticable. Accord

ingly the ceremony was performed without witnefies, and

the connubial knoP tied in the year 17 16, by Dr. Afhe,

Jiifhop «f Clogher, to whom Swift had beea a pupil in

the college •, and who, as I have been informed, was the

common friend to both, employed in the above negotia

tion *. But the conditions upon which this union was

formed, were punctually fulfilled. She ftill continued

at her lodgings in a diftant part of the town, where fhe

teceived his vifits as ufual, and returned them at the

deanery, in company with her friend Mrs Dingley. As

ippn as Swift's finances were in order, he departed from

that ftrict ceconomy which he had obferved while he was

in debr, and kept two publick days, on which he invited.

parties of his friends to dinner ; where Mrs. Johnfon al

ways made one of the circle, though without any diftinct

character or place from the other guefts. The elegance

of her manners, the fweetnefs of her difpofition, and

brilliancy of her wit, rendered her phe general object of

admirapion Po all who were fo happy as po have a place in

that enviable fociety. A certain dignity of deportment,

confcious virtue alone
can'

give, and a native modefty

which fhone forth in all her words and actions, fecured

her from the bufy tongue of flander, nor was the breath

of calumny heard to whifper againft her. And whatever

Angularity might appear in this their mode of living, was

only confidered as one of Swift's peculiarities ; who, in

many other inftances, did not think himfelf bound to

conform to the ufual cuftoms of the world, There were

* The whole account of thjs tranfaftion was given roe by Mrs.

Sican, a Lady of uncommon uncjerftanding, fine tafte, and great

goodnefs of heart : on which account fhe was a great favourite both

twith the Dean and Mrs. johnfon.

T 4 indeed
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indeed many Idle
reafons affigned by bufy curious people,;

for their not cohabiting, but none thap ever glanced, at

her character.

Having fatisfied the feruples of Mrs. Johnfon by paf-

fing through the ceremony of marriage,
whofe recovered

health and fpirits added new charms po that converfation,

once his fupreme delight, Swift's next care was, to put

an end to any hopes Vaneffa might ftill entertain, againft

which there was now an infuperable bar. With this view

he paid her a vifit in company with Mr. DeanWinter, a

Gentleman of good fortune, who was her profeffed ad

mirer, and had made overtures of marriage to her. No

thing could have been a greater mortification to her love*

.fick mind, than foch a vifit, as it implied a recommenda

tion of his rival, and an entire renunciation of his own,

pretentions. She rejected his propofals with difdain, as

well as thofe of every fuitor who offered, having centered

all her views of happinefs in life in the poffeffion of Ca

denus. To avoid all importunities of that fort, fhe re

tired to a fmall houfe on her eftate near Celbridge, where,

in filence and folitude, foe indulged her fatal paffion,- till

it rofe almoft to a pitch of frenzy. All other ideas but

what related to Cadenus, were banifhed from her mindj
and all the faculties of her foul were abforbed in love.

She wrqte conftantly to him in the moft paffionate flyle,

nor could the coldnefs of his anfwers in the leaft abate her

flame. The following letter fent to him frPm Celbridge,
will beft paint the ftate of her mind.

" Tell me fincerely, if you have once wifhed with

earneftnefs to fee me, fince I wrote to you : no, fb far

from that, you have not once pitied me, though I told

you I was diftreffed. Solitude is infupportable to a mind

which is not eafy. I have worn out my days in fighlng,

and my nights with watching and thinking of Cadenus,

who thinks npt of me. How
many letters

fhall I £nd

you,
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you before I receive an anfwer ? Can you deny me, in

my mifery, the only comfort which I can expect at pre

fent ? Oh that I could hope to fee you here, or that I
could go to you ! I was born with violent paffions, which

terminated all in one, that inexpreflible paffion I have for

you. Confider the killing emotions which I feel from

your neglect of me 5 and fhew fome tendernefs for me,

or I fhall lofe my fenfes. Sure you cannot poffibly be fo

much taken up, but you might command a moment to

white to me, and force your inclinations to fo great a cha

rity. I firmly believe, if I could know your thoughts,

(which no creature is capable of gueffing at, becaufe ne

ver any one living thought like you) I fhould find you

had often, in a rage, wifhed me religious, hoping then

I fhould have paid my devotions to Heaven : but that

would not fpare you j for were I an enthufiaft, ftill you'd

be the Deity I lhould worfhip. What marks are there

of a Deity, but what you are to be known by ? You are

prefent every where j your dear image is always before

my eyes, Sometimes you ftrike me with that prodigious

awe, I tremble with fear: at other times a charming

cprnpaflipn fhines through your countenance, which re

vives my foul. Is it not more reafonable to adore a ra

diant form one has feen, than one onlydefcribed
r"

We may fee frpm this epiftle tp what a romantic height

her paffion had arifen. Not tfie moft enthufiaftic flrains

from Eloifa to Abelard, could exceed thofe of Vaneffa to.

Cadenus. Length of time, inftead of diminifhing, ferved

pnly tp encreafe the violence pf her paffion ; and the ge

neral coldnefs pf her lover, far from extinguifhing the

flame, made it bja^ejbrth the more. It mull be confeft

indeed, thap Swifp's conduct towards her was far from

being confiftenr. WhaPever refolupions he had formed,
to try by neglect and ill ufage to put an end to that ar-

4pt?r of Ipye, which caufed him infinite uneafinefs, yet

% he
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fee was fektom able to
'

keep pfeem when in hew prefenccj

Whether comptfion, for the fofferings of an unhappy

young woman,, whofe
life-

was waflfiag: away in rnifefy or»

his account, operated on his humanity i or whetheji bis

own paffion for her was pooftrong fpjf^ll his phi^oi^qij

k is certain he couM never mufter up refolupiori. enough

entirely to break off phe connection,, the only poffiWe

way by which a cure could be effected. If his cpldijef^

or even rudertefs, at times, drove her almoiftrto despair;-

at others, the
kindnefs of his behaviour, and marks of

tenderaefs, revived her hopes, Or as fhe more ftrongfy
expreffes it in her letter,

" Sometimesyou ftrike me with

ehat prodigious awe, I tremble with fear ; at other times,

a charming
compaffion ftiines through your countenance,

which revives my
foul."

In this alternate focceffion of

hopes and fears, in this miferable ftate of fofpence, did

die wretched Vaneffa pafs her days till the year 1720,

when Swift feemed determined to put an end to an inter

courfe, the fource of fo much unhappinefs to both. Up?;
on this occafion fhe wrote him the following letter :

Celbridge, 1720.

•• Believe me it is with the utmoft regret that I now

complain to you, becaufe I know your good nature fucn,
that you cannot fee any human creature miferable, 'with
out being fenfibly touched. Yet what can I do? I muft

either unload my heart, and tell you all its griefs, or fink

under the inexpreffible diftrefs 1 now foffer, by your pro

digious neglect of me. It is now ten long weeks fince I

faw you j and in all that time, I have never received but

one letter from you, and a little note with an excufe. Oh !

have you forgot me ? You endeavour by feverlties to force

me from you. Nor can 1 blame you* for, with the ut

moft diftrefs and confufion, I beheld myfelf the caufe of

uneafy reflections to you ; yet I cannot comfort you •, hup

Here



DOCTOR SWIFT. a%

Jjere declare, that it is not in the power of art, time, or

accident, to leffen the inexpreffible paffion which I have

for Cadenus. Put my palfiPn under the utmoft reftraint v

fend rne as diftant from you as the earth will allpw* yet

you cannot banifh thofe charming ideas, which will even

flick -by me,
whjle I have the ufe pf memory. Nor is

phe loye I bear ypu only feaited in my foul, for there is

not a fingfe atom of my frame, that is not blended with

it. Therefore do not flatter yourfeff that feparation will

ever change my fentiments 5 for I find myfelf unquiet in

the midft of fiience, and my heart is at once pierced with

forrow and love. Fpr Heaven's fake tell me, what ba$

caufed this prodigious change in you, which I found of

late. If have ypu the leaft remains of pity for me left, tell

it me tenderly. No—do not tell it fo, that jt may caufe

my prefent death, And do not foffer me to live a fife like

a languifhing death, which is the only life I can lead, if

you have lpft any of your tendemefs for
me.''

When Swift found that all his endeavours in this way

had proved fruitlefs, and that the love of Vaneffa for

Cadenus, like that of the faithful Emma to Henry, was

proof againft all obftacles thrown in its way, he gave way

to phe feelings of humanity, and dictates of his heart,
againft which, with no fmall violence to his inclination,
he had fo Jong ftruggled, and changed his behaviour to

thap of Phe kind indulgent friend, His letters brearhed

fenPimenps of phe grpaPeft tendemefs *•

and in one of July
c, 172 1, he makes a declaration of his paffion for her in

the moft explicit terms, as may be feen in the following
fentence written in French. Mais foyez affuree, que ja-

pais perfpnne au monde n'a ete aimee, honoree, eftimee,
a-

doree, parvotre ami, que vous *, This declaration feems

• Bat reft afTured, that no perfon upon earth has ever been IoVed,

^qnoijred^ eilpemed, adored by your friend, but yourfelfi

3
*°
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to have been drawn from him by fome defperate
'

ftate

of mind in which he had left her, probably occafioned

by her jealoufy of Stella. For in the beginning of the

fame letter, dated from Gallftown, he fays,
" It was

not convenient, hardly poffible, to write to you before

now, though I had more than ordinary defire to doit,

eonfidering the difpofition I found you in laft, though

I hope I left you in a better. Cadenus affures me, he

continues to efteem, and love, and value you above all

things, and fo will do to the end of his life ; but at the

fame time entreats that you would not make yourfelf

or him unhappy by
imaginations."

But as this declaration of Swift's was not followed

by any overture of marriage, the confeffion of his paf

fion for her, however pleafing it might be at firft, could

not long adminifter much confolation to her, when

fhe faw no profpeft of reaping any farther fruit from It,

To find herfelf beloved, and at the fame time without

hopes of poffeffing the object of all her wifhes, was

rather an aggravation, than a relief to her mifery.

After fuch a confeffion, fhe could fee no reafon for his

nop making farther advances. Her fortune was at that

time fofficient to gratify his utmoft wifhes, as by the

death of her two brothers and fifter, the whole property
left by her father, which was very confiderable, was

veiled in her. The difproportion in point of age was

now not fo great, as fhe was in her 37th year, and the

Doctor could no longer be charged with having feduced

the affections of a yoUng girl. She therefore con

cluded, that fome reports which had juft then reached

her, of his being married to Mrs. Johnfon, were but

too well founded, and that this was the real obftacle to

their union. Impatient of the torments which this

idea gave her, fhe determined to put an end to all far

ther fufpence, by writing po Mrs. Johnfon herfelf upon

this.
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this head. Accordingly fhe fent a fhort note to her,

orily requefting to know from her whether fhe was mar

ried to the Dean or not. Mrs. Johnfon anfwered her

in the affirmative, and then inclofed the note fhe had

received from MifsVanhomrigh to Swift. After which,

Ihe immediately went out of town without feeing him,
or coming to any explanation, and retired in great re

fentment to Mr. Forde's country-feat at Wood-Park.

Nothing could poffibly have excited Swift's indignation

more than this imprudent flep taken byMifs Vanhom

righ. He knew it muft occafion great difturbance Co

Mrs. Johnfon, and give rife to conjectures fatal to her

peace. Her abrupt departure, without fo much as fee-,

ing him, already fhewed what paffed in her mind. Ex-

afperated to the higheft degree, he gaveway to the firft

tranfports of his paffion, and immediately rid £0 Gel-

bridge. He entered the apartment where the unhappy

Lady was, mute, but with a countenance that fpokc

the higheft refentment. She trembling afked him,
would he not fit down ? No—He then flung a paper on
the table, and immediately returned to his horfe.

When, on the abatement of her confternation, fhe had

ftrength to open ^he paper, fhe found it contained no

thing but her own note to Mrs. Johnfon. Defpair at

once feized her, as if fhe had feen her death-warrantj

and fuch indeed it proved to be. The violent agita

tion of her mind threw her into a fever, which in a

ihort time put a period to her exiftence. Swift, on re

ceiving the tidings of her death, immediately took

horfe and quitted the town, without letting any mortal

know to what part of the world he was gone. As he

forefaw that, this event would give rife to much town-

talk, he thought it moft prudent to keep out of the

way, 'till the firft heat of it was over. And having
never vifited the fouthern part pf the kingdom, he took

this
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this opportunity ofmaking a tour there, becaufe Havir)|
no acquaintance in thofe parts, he might be a jierfeel

mafter of his own motions, and in his folitary rambles*

give free vent to his grief for the lofs of fo beloved an

object, heightened by the bitter aggravation of kft9^-

ing himfelf to be the caufe of her death. Two months

had elapfed wjphout any neWs of him,, which occafioned

no fmall alarm among his friends ; when Dr. Sheridan

received a letter from him, to meet him at a certain

diftance from Dublin.

Before her death, Mifs Vanhomrigh had cancelled a

will made in favour of Swift, and bequeathed her
whole"

fortune to Serjeant Marfoall* and the famous Dr. Berk

ley, whom fhe appointed her executors. The formef

was a relation, and the other only an acquaintance* for

whofe perfon and character fhe h&d the higheft efteern;

In her laft illnefs fhe had laid a ftrong injunction on her

executors, phat immediately after her deceafe, they

fhould publifh all the letters that paffed between Swiff

and her, together with the Poem of Cadenus and Va-

neffa. Accordingly they were put to the prefs* and

fome progrefs made in the letters, when Dr. Sheridan*

getting intelligence of it, and being greatly alarmed

left they might contain fomething injurious to his

friend's character in his abfence, applied fo effectually

to the executors, that the printed copy was cancelled*

but the originals ftill remained in their hands. The!

Poem of Cadenus and Vaneffa was however fent abroad

into the world, as being fuppofed to contain nothing

prejudicial to either of their characters : though the

prying eye of malice* afterwards found fome hints iri

it, which by the help of mifconftruction, might
far-*

nifh food to the appetite for fcandal.

In the mean time Mrs. Johnfon continued at
Wood-

Park, where her worthy hoft exerted all the powers of

friendfhip
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frkrtdlhip p© cakn the 4ifturbance of her mind, now

much increafed by the publication of itbat Poem* To

find there fuch an amiable portrait drawn of Vanefla,
as one pofieffed of moreand greater aecompliihments

than any of her fex, eoold not fafrh to excite her envy.

Of whioh a remarkable proof wsas given in an anecdote

recorded by Dr. DeSariy. At this juncture fome gentle

men happened to^eaU 'at Wood-Park, who were not

acquainted with Mrs. Johnfon's fituation. As the

newly publifhed Poem was then the general fuoject of

converfation, 'they ¥©Pn fell- opoiv that topic. One of

the gentlemen faid, furely thatVarietfa rrroft be an ex

traordinary
womm,' ^hat <could infpire the Dean to

Write fo finely .uppnfier. .Mrs.Jfohnfonfmifed,. and

arifwered, that fhe thought that point not quite fo

"dear"; for it was Veil 'known the Dean could write

'finely on'a broomftick. We muft fuppofe her so have

heen Exceedingly galledy when brie of her humane

•MfpbfrtioTi Cotrld utter fuch a'farcaffo, and thus exult

over 'the recent afhesOf her departed rival.

Asthere-weTe numbers, through party hatred, and

Others through 'envy,;who watched every opportunity

"fo 6-ahimniate Dean's Character, and fpread- 'ftories

to his difadvan rage, the publication Of this Foern af

forded room for,,malice to ; exert itfelf, which was

greedily embraced. There were fome lines in it, which

having the worft cfl#ftruction put on them, by a very

forced interpretation, might give rife to
fofpicions- in

jurious to his character, and totally deftrudtive of the

Lady's. Yet, fuch is the propenfity of mankind
to-

lean to the worfe fide, efpeciaily when any exalted

character is thereby, to be brought down more to a level

With themfelves, that this interpretation has,been ge

nerally received, and the calumny accordingly fpread,

though perhaps there,never was; any built upon a more

fiendef
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lender foundation, as I fhall prefently fhew* The line!

alluded to are the following :

But what fuccefs Vanessa met.

Is to the world a fecret yet :

Whether the nymph, to pleafe her fwainj*
Talks iri a high romantic ftrain ;

Or whether he at laft defcends,

To act with lefs feraphic ends ;

Or, to compound the bufinefs, whether

They temper love and books together*

Muft never to mankind be told,

Nor fhall the confcious mufe unfold.

•Thefe lines, confidered as detached from the reff,

might perhaps admit of fuch an interpretation j but

when the whole fcope of the Poem is taken in, it is

impoffible to put a bad one upon them, without giving

up all
pretenfions to common fenfe, as well as candour.

Cadenus is reprefented as a Clergyman of the ftricteft

morals, advanced in life, and who had at all times been

proof againft any weaknefs with regard to the fair fex.

Vaneffa is drawn as the moft perfect model of every fe

male perfection, particularly modefty.

From whence phat decency of mind,
So lovely in phe female kind,
Where not one carelefs thought intrudes,
Lefs modeft than the fpeech of prudes.

She is reprefented as a pattern for all the fex to copy
after.

As fhe advanced, that woman kind,
Would, by her model form their mind j

And all their conduct would be try'd

By her, as an unerring guide.

Is
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Is it poffible Po conceive, phap wheri a Lady of this
character confeffes a paffion for her reverend tutor, that

any thing could be meant by it but virtuous love, to

terminate in matrimony ? If gallantry had been her ob

ject, in the whole race of mankind fhe could not have

made a more prepofterous choice ; though by one of

her refined way of thinking, who confidered the beau

ties of the mind, as fuperior to all external accomplifh-

menPs, he might have been preferred to all the world

as a hufband.

It is impoffible there could be any miftake about the

kind of love mentioned in this paffage, were it not for

anexpreffion in the fubfequent lines, which might ad

mit pf a bad interpretation, by thofe who do not un

derstand the true force of words, which has been on

many occafions the fource of infinite errors among us,

from not fludying our own language. The expreffion

I mean, is to be found in the laft of the following lines.

Or, to compound the bufinefs, whether

They temper love and books together,

Muft never to mankind be told,

Nor fhall the confcious mufe unfold.

Here the word confcious, being much oftener ufed in

a bad than a good fenfe, is apt to miflead the unwary

reader, and make him conceive that there was foroe-

thingin-the fecret, difhonoufable to the parties if re

vealed. But upon examining into the proper meaning

of this word, we fhall find that it has a very different

fenfe when applied to one's felf, and when it refers to

others. Confcioufnefs, applied to felf, is the perception

of whatpaffes in a man's own mind* from which pro

ceeds an internal fenfe of guilt or innocence, by which
we either ftand acquitted or condemned Po ourfelves,

U and
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and is therefore equally capable of a good or fbad feflfe.

But when it refers to another perfon, it has nothing tp

do with any
judgment formed of the rectitude or de

pravity of the action, it only means that that other

.perfonis in the fecret, or privy to the tranfactipn, be.tt

good, or be it bad. And confcioufoefs .ofthis fort can

never affect the nature of the thing itfelf.

Thus when the lover writes,

The filent moon foone confcious to our loves.

The word confcious does not at all determine Jjhe nature

of thofe loves, whether they were pf the chafte o,r cri

minal kind, which muft be gathered from other cir

cumftances. In like manner, whenCadenus fays, "the

confcious Mufe fhall not
unfold,"

He. it can admit .of

no other meaning, but that the Mufe, who alone WAS

in the fecret, fhould never difclofe it, or tell whether he

returned Vaneffa's paffion or not : and that this paffion,

if returned, muft have been of the pureft and moft

virtuous kind, has, from other circumftances, been al

ready fofficiently proved.

It is evident Cadenus looked upon the declaration

made by the Lady, in no other light than an overture

to marriage ; as may be feen in the foliowing complete

quoted before :

Five thoufand guineas in her pu.r.fe,

The Doctor might have fancy'd worfe.

But to put an end to a polfibility of conceiving that

any infinuation of a contrary nature could have dropped

from Swift's pen, it will be foffkient to make it,known

that the Poem was not intended for the publick eyes

that it was written folely for phe ufe of Vaneffa, upon

motives
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motives already explained ; that the only copy of it in

being was in her hands, and in all probability it would

never have feen the light, but for the injunction to he*

executors. It may be afked, if this was the cafe, and

that the Poem was intended only for Vaneffa's infpec-

tipn, whaP occafion was there for thefe lines to her,

who, as well as the Mufe, muft already be confcious

how meters flood between them ? In anfwer to this,

it is evident that the Poem .would be incomplete, if

there were not fome conclufion to the flory of Cadenus

and Vaneffa. The flory could poffibly terminate only

in one of the following ways : either Vaneffa, from the

arguments and coldnefs of her phiiofophic lover, had

got the .betterof her paffion, and adopted his Platonic

fyftern; or that Cadenus, after all his refiftance, was

-obliged to yield to the all-conquering power of love ;

or finding her paffion incurable, had broken off all in

tercourfe with her * or that the iffue of the, affair was

ftill in fufpenfe. As the latter was really the cafe at the

pime of writing the Poem, it could then have no other

concluifion. And thofe lines which leaye matters in a

.dubious ftate, feem only calculated to paint the uncer

tainty of his own mind, and not to leave,Vaneffa with

out hope, from that very uncertainty, that fhe might

in time expect a fuitable return of love.

But though it fhoujd be allowed, from the above

ftateof the cafe, that at,the time of writing this Poem,

neither of the parties had entertained even an idea of

,entering
into a criminal amour, yet when it is known

that he afterwards carried on a fecret intercourfe with

the Lady during the fpace of eight or nine years ; that

,hepaffed many hours alone with a yoUng and charm

ing woman, who loved him to adoration, and for whom

he ihimfelf was firft infpired with the paffion of love j

it will be hardly credible, that thus circumftanced,

U 2 they
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they fhould not, in fome unguarded moment, have

given way Po the frailty of human nature. Arid yet

extraordinary as it may appear, there are many flrong
■reafons to believe that this never was the

cafe.'

Wc

have already feen on her firft going to Ireland^ what

•uncommon pains Swift took to avoid meeting her. Up
on which Vaneffa writes to him in the following man

ner :
" You once had a maxim, which was to act what

was right, and not mind what the world would fay. I

wifh you would keep to.it now. Pray what can be

wrong in feeing and advifing an unhappy young wo

man ? I cannot
imagine."

Is this the language of

guilt, or confcious innocence ? In all the letters which

paffed between, them, whofe publication was fopprefled,

as before related, 1 have been affured by one of herex-

ecutors, the late JudgeMarfhall, and the fame was con-

flantly afferted by the other, Bifhop Berkley, that there

was no hint of any criminal amour; which could notea-

fily have happened in fo long a correfpondence, had that
been the cafe. On the contrary, in the few that have feen

the light, we find Swift always praifing her for her vir

tues, and recommending to her the improvement of her

mind. In his French letter, May 12, 1719, inanfwer

to one of her's written in that language, he fays,
* Et

que jefuisfot moy de vous repondre en meme language, voits

qui eftes incapable d'aucune fottife, Ji ce n'eft I'efiime qu'il

vous plaift
d'

avoir pour moy : car il ny a point de merits,

vi aucun preuve de mon bon gout, de trouver en vous tout ce

que la nature a donnee a tinmortel; je veux dire, I'bonneur,

' " What a blockhead am I to anfwer you in the fame language !
you who are incapable of any folly, unlefs it be the efteem you are

pleafed to entertain for me : for it is no merit, nor any proof of mjr
good tafte, to find out in you all that nature has beftowed on amortal;
that is to fay, honour, virtue,. good fenfe, wit, fweetnefs, agreeable-
nefs, and firmnefs of foul."
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ta vertue, le bon Jens, I'efprit, le douceur, I'agrement, et

lafermfite d'ame. And in another of October 15, 1720,

he fays,
" When I am not fo good a correfpondent as

I could wifh, you are not to quarrel, and be governor,

but to, impute it to my fituation, and to conclude in

fallibly, that I have the fame refpect and kindnefs for

you I ever profeffed to have, and fhall ever preferve ;

becaufe you will always merit the utmoft that can be

given you j efpecially if you go on to read, and ftill

farther improve your mind, and the talents that nature

has given
you."

Indeed the moft probable folution of this intricate

affair is, that Swift, having lived to fuch an advanced

time of life in a ftate of continence, and a conftant ha

bit of foppreffing his defires, at laft loft the power of

gratifying them : a cafe by no means lingular, as more

than one inflance of the kind has failen within my

knowledge. This will appear the more probable, when

we reflect, that in the letter to his kinfmari before cited,

he acknowledges himfelf to be naturally of a temper

ate conftitution with regard to women, and that he had

never indulged himfelf in illicit amours. Nor did it e-

ver appear, even from report, that he had any commerce

of that kind with any of the fex, which, after the
con-

fpicuous figure he made in life, could not fail of being
related by fome of his companions in his early

plea-

fores, had there been any foundation
for it, This alone

can account for his fingukr conduct towards the two

Ladies: for his coldnefs to Vaneffa, and conftant en

deavours to bring down the ardours of her paffion, and

lower them to friendfhip, or a love more of the Pla

tonic kind, and for his abftaining from the lawful plea-

fures of connubial love with Stella. And I think there

is one ftrong argument of his never having entered in

to any commerce of that fort with Vaneffa, that it is

U 3 hardly
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hardly credible he fhould have refrained, in that cSff,

from a fimilar gratification with Stella, who was pctf-

feffed of greater perfonal charms, .andwas more an oh;

ject of defire, than the other: efpecially as phe former
could not be enjoyed without compunction, andthe'lap-

ter was a pleafore of the pureft kind without alloy.

In confirmation of the opinion I have here ftafted, I
remember a faying of Swift's,

"
that he never yet favjf

the woman, for whofe fake he would part with the

middle of his
bed."

A faying., which, I believe* alt

mankind will judge could come from no perfon, But
one incapable of enjoying the higheft and moft inno

cent of all gratifications here below* when fanctifiedS

by marriage.

I have dwelt the longer on this point, becaufe much,

of the moral part of Swift's character depends on it.

For if it fhould be credited that he could
take'

advan

tage of her weaknefs to debauch the daughter of a

Lady who received him into her family with phe affe-Ci

tion of a filler,, and repofed the fame confidence in hiff|
as if he were her brother* if it fhould appe'ar that

for"

feveral years he carried on a criminal intrigue With heYj
at the fame time that he denied the lawful ritps of fnar*

jiage, dpe to onp of the moft amiable of her fex^ I

am afraid, inftead of a pattern of the rnoft perfect fflfl-'

rality, he muft be given up an inftarice of uricdrriifirJn

profligacy, and be juftly charged with a vice* whtefy
of all others, he moft detefted, and from which rip; rrl§n

ever was more free, I mean hypocrify.

Though Lord Orrery has acquitted hifrt 6f this;
charge upon the fame principle that has been hert laid

down, yet, pro folitd humanitdte fuaA he
has'

done it

pnly with a view to place hirri in a more pdipris light'.

As Phe account he has giyeri of Phis affair* affords brie

pf php ftrpngeft inftances of
the"

blifldhefs tjf rnalice,

w4
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and how far, in fearch of it's gratification, it may
over-

fhoot itfelf, I fhall here prefent part of it
to'

the Reader,

that he may jtidge, from that fpecimen, what credit is

due to the reft of the Author's malevolent remarks on

Swift. I fhall begin with his extraordinary Comments

on
the"

following lines in the Poem of Cadenus and Va

neffa'; where in a converfation between them, the Au

thor gives the following account of her fentiments, as

delivered by her.

She well remember'd, to her coft,

That all his leffons were not loft.

Two maxims fhe could ftill produce,

And fad experience, taught their ufe :

" That virtue pleas'd by being fho-wn,
" Knows nothing which it dares not own :

" Can make us, without fear, difelofe

" Our inmoft fecrets to her foes :

" That common forms were not defign'd

" Directors- to a noble
mind."

Now, faid the nymph, to let you fee,

My'actions with your rules agree*

That lean vulgar forms defpife,

And have no fecrets to difguife,

I knew, by what you faid and writ,

"What dangerous things were men of wit j

You Caution'd me againft their charms,

Bur never.gave me equal arms ;

Your leffons found phe weakeft parP,

Aim'd at the head, and reach'd the heart,

Now in thefe
lines,-

according to the plain and ob

vious of the words, there are no fentiments

which might not have proceeded from the moft exalted

ivirtue, and purity ofmind, A young Lady, deferibed

«& a
'j^fft®7

pattern 'of mb'defty, poffeifed of

U 4 that
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. , that decency of mind

So lovely in the female kind,

Where not one carelefs thought intrudes,
Lefs modeft than the fpeech of prudes

is here reprefented as about to difelofe her paffion for

her tutor, which was kindled in her breaft by his extra

ordinary talents, and uncommon virtue. As it was,

contrary to the received maxims of the world, that a.

woman foould be phe firft to break her mind on fuch an

occafion, fhe prepares the way by quoting pwo maxims

pf his own which he had taught her; one was, that a

mind confcious of innocence, need never be afhamed

of difclofing its inmoft thoughts : the other, that com

mon forms, invented to keep the vulgar within bounds,

might be difpenfed with, where a fuperior grandeur of

foul is fhown by breaking through fuch barriers. Know

ing therefore the purity of her love for an object fa

worthy of it, fhe is not afhamed to declare it; and

looks upon it as a mark of greatnefs of mind, to be

above the common forms of her fex, in being the firft

/to difelofe it.

Befides, there were other reafons, which would

juftify her, even in the opinion of the world, for being
the firft mover in this cafe, arifing both from difparity
of years and fortune * which might difcourage Cadenus

from paying his addreffes, however he might fecretly
wifb to be united to Vaneffa.

Now let us fee in what manner phis paffage has been.
explained by the noble Remarker on Swift's Life. Ira?

mediately after his quotation of the foregoing lines, he
thus expatiates upon them :

^
Suppofing this account to be true, and I own to

you my Ham, I can fcarce think it otherwife, it is evi

dent that the fair Vaneffa had made a furprifing
prq-

>efjj
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grefs in the philofophic doflrines, which fhe had recei

ved from her preceptor* His rules were certainly of a

moft extraordinary kind. He taught her that vice,

as foon as it defied fhame, was immediately changed in
to virtue. That vulgar forms were not binding upon
certain choice fpirits, to whom eipher the writings, or

the perfons of men of wir were acceptable. She heard

the Jeffon with appenpion, and imbibed the philofophy
with eagernefs, The maxims fuited her exalted turn

pf mind. She imagined if the theory appeared fo

charming, the practice muft be much more delightful.

The clofe connexion of foul and body feemed to re

quire, in the eye of a female philofopher, that each

fhould fucceed the other in all pleafurable enjoyments.

The former had been fufficiently regaled, why muft

the latter remain unfatisfied ?—Nature " faidVaneffa,"

abhors a njacuum, and nature ought always to be obeyed.

She communicated thefe fentiments to her tutor; but

he feemed not to comprehend her meaning, not to con

ceive the diftinbtio rationis that had taken rife in his own

fchool. He anfwered her in the non-effential modes*

Talked of friendfhip, of the delights of reafon, of

gratitude, refpect, and efteem. He almoft
preached"

upon virtue, and he muttered fome indiftinct phrafes

Concerning chaftity. So unaccountable a conduct in

Cadenps, may be thought rather to proceed feorn de

fects in nature, than from the fcrupulous difficulties of

a tender confeience. Such a fuppofition will ftill ap
pear more ftrpng, if we recollect the diftant manner

fo which Swift cohabited with Stella; colder, if pof-

fible, afrer, phap before fhe was his
wife."

I appeal po the Reader wherher he ever meP in phe

moft ftupid, or malicious Commenpapor, fuch a total

peryerfion of the meaning of words. To fhew this ip
its
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its ftrongeft light, let us
place*

the Text, and Expta*

nation in oppofition to each other.

T E X TJ

That virtue pleas'd by being fhown

Knows nothing which it dares not own :

Can make us, without fear, difelofe

Our inmoft fecrets to our foes.

Explanation.

That vice,
as1

foon as it

defied flume, was im

mediately changed in.

to virtue.

That common forms'were not defign'd

Directors to a noble mind.

That vulgar forms
were"

riot binding,
upon'

cer

tain choice fpirits, to

whom either the wri

tings, or the perfons

of men of wit were

acceptable.

According to this account, the man who had Been

all his life a votary to virtue'; whofe chief delight it

was to inftill the beft principles
into'

the minds of

youth; who had trained the
amiable"

Stella',
from'

her

early days, in fuch a way, as, by the Remarker's own

defcription of her, made her a'

pf perfection1;

this man, Tfay, all of a fudden became a profelyte tb

vice* betrayed the confidence repofed in
him'

by die

mother, his particular friend, to corrupt
the' mirid'

of

her innocent daughter, fo as to make her lofe all fenfe

of foame, and even,
glory in wickedriefsi Arid all'tHis',

for what
r*

You will fopppfe at leaft that he had fallen

defperately in love with her, and having no hopes of

marriage, is determined to gratify; his
paiTfoli"

af atry
rate, and with this view, tries tti erafe

from*
Aer mmd

all principles of virtue and modefty, which might

ftandinhisway. Quite the contrary. IrappearSfrom
the Remarker's own account, thatWnert h<rha)d acCdfff-

plifhed his point, and
brought'

her to*

as high « d'dgf4e

of
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of oijfr*ri«y as he coiafld wifh, in order to gratify hi*

defires, he changed his whole fyflem,. rejected her prof

fered love, talked of friendfhip, reafon, gratitude, re

fpect* efteem, and preached upon virtue and ehaftity.

And tp account for this inconfiftence in his behaviour,
he has recotorfe to defects of nature, and impotence in

the Dean, Now to fuppofe that a Reverend Divine,
atlv*anced in life, fhould lay fuch a plan to corrupt the

rflirid of his yoimg pupil, without a poffibility of any
?i«w to felf-gracification, and merely to prepare her for

f^ftttupott to others, is to charge him with a crime fo

fStily diabolical, ds would ftamp a blacker ftain of in-

farhy evert on Phe character of a Chartres. And yet

tihis- is a charge brought by Lord Orrery againft hii

frhi$ Swiff.

t& 0»p)*»a'te farther on the inconfiftencies, abfordi*

fa«S, and? iflBpu"rities, rifing almoft to obfoenily, in . thd

fSffage abovd qtioped, and all that refers, po phe
fame'

JRJbj^y ^oufd be utterly unneceffary, as they muft be

obvious to every Reader of the leaft difcernment,
pdt I cannot quit this article without endeavouring to

wipe away fome of the mpft cruel and groundlefs afper-

lions that haye been thrown on the memory of the ac-

complifoed, though unfortunate Vaneffa. In all the

accounts given by Lord Orrery of this Lady, he has
draWn her character as oppofite to that given by Swift,
as-Jbrkriefs is to light ; and this in fuch pofitive and pe
remptory*

terms, that every Reader m.uft fuppofe he was

well acquainted with her. And yet it is certain he ne-,

yer faw her ip hps life* nor had any opportunity to get

pny informatiofi: aboup her till many years after her

(fcatb| as his firft vifit to Ireland was in the year 1733.

Without any other outline before him but what was

traced in his Own brain, for he does not even pretend

f0 quote any authority for all that he has advanced up-
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on this fubject, fee what a portrait he has drawn of the

celebrated Vaneffa.

"

Vanity makes terrible devaftation in a female breaft.

It batters down all reftraints of modefty, and carries

away every feed of virtue. Vaneffa was exceedingly

vain. The character given of her by Cadenus is fine

painting, but, in general, fictitious. She was fond of

drefs; impatient to be admired; very romantic in her

turn of mind ; foperior, in her own opinion, to all her

fex ; full of pertnefs, gaiety, and pride j not without

fome agreeable accomplifhments, but far from being
either beautiful or genteel ; ambitious, at any rateto

be efleemed a wir, ^nd with that view always affecting

to keep company with wits ; a great reader, and a

violent admirer of poetry ; happy in the thoughts of\be

ing reputed Swift's concubine, butftill aiming and intending
to be his wife ; by nature haughty and difdainful, look

ing with the pity of contempt upon her inferiors, and

with the fmilesof felf-approbation upon her equals j

but upon Dr. Swift with the eyes of
love."

Whoever Compares this picture, with that drawn for

Vaneffa in the Poem, will hardly conceive it poffible

that they fhould both be copies of the fame original.

In the one, fhe is reprefented as a model of perfection,

adorned with every grace and virtue that could raife

her above her fex : in the other, as not poffeffed of one

good quality, either of mincl or perfon, and replete

with fuch foibles, and bad difpofitioris, as muft degrade

her to the loweft rank. If it be fuppofed that the for

mer was a very flattering likenefs, and' the chief beau

ties and embellifhments there, were only the creatures

of a poetic fancy, let us fee how far the fame painter

has kept up a refemblance, in the more correct draw

ing, and chafte colouring of profe. For this purpofe

lep us have recourfe po a lepper of his written to her in

French,



DOCTOR SWIFT. joi

French, fix years after the Poem, May 12, 17 19, part

whereof has been already quoted, and of which the

following is a literal tranflation.

c* I make ydu my compliments on your perfection In

the French language. It is neceffary to be long ac

quainted with you, in order to know all your accom-

plifhments: every time, in feeing and hearing you,

new ones appear, which before were concealed. I am

afhamed to think I know only the Gafcon and Patois in

icOrnparifon of you. There is no objection to be made

• either to the orthography, propriety, elegance, eafe, or

(fpirit of the whole. And what a blockhead am I to

anfwer you in the fame language ! You, who are inca,-

pable of any folly, unlefs it be the efteem you are

pleafed to entertain for me : for, it is no merit, nor any
proof of my good tafte, to find out in you all that na

ture has bellowed on a mortal ; that is to fay, honour,

virtue, .good fenfe, wit, fweetnefs, agreeablenefs, and

firmnefs of foul : but by concealing yourfelf as you do, the

world knows you not, and you lofe the eulogy of millions.

Ever fince I have had the honour of knowing you, t

have always remarked, that neither in private, nor jn

general converfation, has one word ever efcaped you,

which could be better expreffed. And I proteft, that

after making frequently the moft fevere criticifms, I

never have been able to find the leaft fault, either in

your actions, or your words. Coquetry, affectation,

prudery, are imperfections which you never knew.

And with all this, do you think it poffible not to efteem

you above the reft of human kind ? What beafts in

petticoats are the moft excellent of thofe, whom I fee

difperfed throughout the world, in comparifon of you !

On feeing, or hearing them, I fay a hundred times a

day, fpeak not, look not, think not, do nothing like

thofe wretches. What a calamity is it to be the caufe
-

of



302 THE LIFE OF

of bringing down contempt on fo many -women, who

but for the thoughts of you, would be toliergybjle enough.

But it is time to releafe you from this trouble, a-ftd tfl

bid you adieu. I am, -and ever fhall remain, wjch all

poffible refpect, fincerity, and efteem, youfV

Of thefe two oppofite characters,, the one was.dra.wn

by a man of the niceft difcernment, from whofe pier

cing eye, not the
fmalleft blemifh, particularly of fe

male minds, could lie concealed, arid wlhafe turn Hay

much more to fatyr, than panegydck ; >by one, ,who

was intimately acquainted with the Lady for whom it

was drawn, from her early days, to the time of ihcr

death. The other, by a man, who far from having

any
knowledge of the original, had neverfo much as

feen her perfon. Can there be the leaft .doubt then

which is molt likely to be the true one? But not to reft

upon authority alone, 1 will now fhew that there could

not have been the leaft foundation for fome ofvtbe

blackeft calumnies caft on the character of this unfor

tunate Lady, in the above quoted paffage. The Au

thor there fays,
" That fhe was happy in the thoughts

of being reputed Swift's concubine, but ftill aiming

and intending to be his
wife."

Now we have already

feen what uncommon prefenfions Swift took, on her

arrival in Dublin, to conceal from the world all the

knowledge of his vifiting her; fo that it became ne

ceffary to her to be as fecret as poffible on that head,
as foe knew with certainty, that if it once became a

town-talk, fhe fhould never fee him more, and that he

would at once drop all correfpondence with her, which

was the.only confolation .left her, in that diftreffed ftape

of mind fo feelingly fet forth in her letters. So that

if fhe had been fo thoroughly depraved, as to place

any parP of her happinefs in a public lofs of character*
fhe could not have been gratified in fo Angular a tafte,

5 wiPhout
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w^ourparting w,ith the fobftance for the fhadow : for,
in^hefamefentenqe it is faid,

"
that fhe,ftill aimed

^tended to he hi?
wife."

I,believe fo prepofterous a

f(lan of bringing abput a marriage with a man of the

/malfeft degree pf honour, and character in.the world,

sthat pf t,he Lady's bpafting of being his concubine,

rneyer entered into the head of any mortal, but that of

ghe_ ,
poble JR.emark.er on Swift's Life. And indeed the

jaflerpion is.fo utterly void of foundation, that all the

in.percou.rfe between them, either by vifits or letters,
iWjas carriedon in fo fecret a manner, that not a tittle

■of it ever tranfpired during the Lady's life-time ; nor

■mas there the leaft fufpicion of it, till it was at once
blazoned to ithe world, by the publication of the Poem.

As to phe other parts of her character,
" her being fond

of dpefs, impatient to be admired, fetting up for a wit,

iMd affecting always to keep company with
wits,"

&c.

we find the direct re.verfe of this to be true, as fhe led

atSPoft reciufe life, avoiding as much as poffible all fo-

ciepy, and indulging her unhappy paffion in folitude,
which gave rife to that paffage in Swift's letter before

.quoted,
where he fays,—" but by concealing yourfelf

as you do, the world kpows you not, and ypu lofe the

eulogy of
millions."

But his Lordfhip, not fatisfied with drawing this

odious picture ofpoor Vaneffa, thought there were feme

.finifoing
ftrpkes ftill wanting, to render it more deform-

'

rfidj be therefore adds, upon the circumftance of Swift's

laft interview, in which he broke with her, the fol

lowing traips : "She had long thrown away the genple

lenitives of virtue, which, upon this occafion, might

have proved healing ingredients to fo deep, and.fo dan

gerous a wound. She had preferred wit tp religion ;

jfiie had utterly deftroyed her character, and her con-

fcience ; and fhe was now fallen a prey to the horror pf

her
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her~own
thoughts."

Now, if he were giving an acv

count of the moft abandoned profligate wretch, that

ever difgraced her fex, juft ready to expiate her crimes

at Tyburn, could hepoffibly have expreffed himfelf iri

ftronger terms ? Let the reader only look over the paf

fage once more, and judge. And what were the crimes

committed by the unfortunate Vaneffa, to draw down

on her fo fevere a cenfure. He himfelf has acquitped

her of any criminal
commerce with Cadenus, from a

fuppofed impoffibility in the nature of things. It ne

ver was formifed by any mortal, nor does he himfelf ■

pretend to infinuate, that ever fhe engaged in an affair

of gallantry with any other. Nay fo little does fhe

feem to have been under the influence of any defires

of that fort, that fhe rejected with difdain all offers o£

marriage, placing her whole happinefs in the fingle

point of her union with Cadenus ; to which, it would

be abfurd to fuppofe, from his advanced pimeof life,
that fenfual gratification could have been a chief mo

tive. It is evident fhe was poffeffed with an extraordi

nary paffion for one of the moft extraordinary men of

the age, in which fhe perfevered many years with un

paralleled conftancy, and at length could not outlive

her difappointment. Is there., any thing criminal in

this? Is there any thing in the flory which muft not

raife pity in every bfeaft, of the leaft humanity? And

yet fee what effect the melancholy cafcaftrophe
.
had up

on the obdurate heart of the noble Remarkef! .

who*

winds up her flory thus :
" Thus perifhed at Celbridge,

under all the agonies of defpair, Mrs. Efther Van

homrigh ; a miferable example of an ill-fpent life, fan-«

taftic wit, vifionary fchemes, and female
weaknefs."

I appeal to the reader, whether he thinks it poffible

that any venalWriter, hired by ap enemy for the purpofe
of defamation, could have drawn any character in terms

of
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of rhore rancorous malignity. Nor do I believe there

exifts, even in that proftitute tribe* an individual, who,

in cold blood, without provocation, or profpedt of re

ward, would fet about fo odious a- tafk. What motive

then Could induce this Writer to lay afide the Nobleman,

the Gentleman* and the man, to commit an act, which

the moft hardened affaffin of reputations would be afham

ed of?. Let us fuppofe, for an inftant, that all he hag

faid of this Lady, is true, was he called upon to the

hangman's office, of mangling and embowelling the re

mains of aUleceafed criminal ? But, on the other hand,

when we are fure that he could not himfelf know the

truth of any one affertion he has made ; that he does not

even hint at any authority of others, on which he could

rely ; and that he has drawn this character in direct op

pofition to one given to the fame perfon, by the beft, and

moft competent judge, in the world ; we fhould be apt

to conclude, that the whole muft have proceeded from a

mind, fraught with an uncommon portion.of malignity.

But his conduct may be accounted for upon a princi

ple not quite of fo black a die. His Lordfhip confidered

only how he fhould appear in the light of an author.^ He

had before drawn a fancied picture of Stella, whom alfo

he had never feen, in which he had collected fuch an af-

femblage of perfections, from the whole catalogueof fe

male beauties, graces, virtues, and accompli Ihments, as

perhaps never met in any human creature. In his great

liberality, among his other qualities bellowed on her, he

gave her {kill in mufic, of which fhe did not know a

riote 5 for fhe neither fong, nor played on any inftrument-:

As the drawing of this character coft him no fmall pains,

he took the ufual method of novelifts to fet it off, by

making that of her rival a direct coptraft to it : whofe de

formity* in its turn, became more confpicuoufs, when op-

pofed po the beautiful colouring in the other. And ip

X doing
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doing this he anfwered another end, which he never lofeS

fight of throughout his work, that of degrading Swift as

much as poffible : for, if the characters of thofe two La

dies were juftly drawn, nothing could have fhown a more

depraved tafte in Swift, than any preference given to the

latter, over the former.

I fhall clofe Phe hiftory of this unfortunate Lady, with
two little Poems written by her, flrongly defcriptive of

her ftate of mind, and affording, in fome meafure, a con*

firmation of the account I have given of her.
D

An ODE to SPRING.

Hail, blufhing goddefs, beauteous Springs
Who, in thy jocund train, doft bring
Loves and Graces, fmiling hours,

Balmy breezes, fragrant flowers,

Come, with tints of rofeate hue,
Nature's faded charms renew.

Yet why fhould I thy prefence hail ?

To me no more the breathing gale
Comes fraught with fweets, no more the rofe

With fuch tranfcendent beauty blows,
As when Cadenus bleft the fcene,
And foar'd with me thofe joys ferene.

When, uhperceiv'd, the lambent fire

Of Friendfhip kindled new defire ;

Still lifleninp; to his tuneful tongue.

The truths which angels might have fong,
Divine imprefl their gentle fway,
And fweetly flole my foul away.

My guide, inftrudor, lover, friend,
(Dear names !) in one idea blend ;
Oh ! ftill conjoin'd, your incenfe rife,
And waft fweet odours Po Phe fkies.

An
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An ODE po WISDOM.

0 H Pallas ! I invoke thy aid !

Vouchfafe to hear a wretched maid,

By tender love deprefl ;
. 'Tis juft that thou fhould'ft heal the fmart,
Inflicted by thy fubtle art,

And calm my troubled breaft.

No random foot from Cupid's bow,
But by thy guidance, foft and flow,

It funk within my heart :

Thus, Love being arm'd with Wifdom's force,
In vain I try to flop its courfe,

In vain repel the dart.

O Goddefs, break the fatal league,
Let Love, with Folly and Intrigue,

More fit affociates find !

And thou alone, within my breaft,

O ! deign to foothe my griefs to reft,

And heal my tortur'd mind.

Imrnediately after the death ofMifs Vanhomrigh, as I

have already mentioned, Swift made a tour of two months

in the fouthern parts of Ireland : during which Mrs.

Johnfon remained at Wood-park ; nor did fhe quit ir for

fome months after his return, probably occafioned by her

refentment at the preference given by him to her rival.

However upon her return to Dublin, a reconciliation foon

took place. He welcomed her to town in that beautiful

Poem, called "Stella at
Wood-park,"

in which he in

dulged his ufual vein of raillery, but concludes with a

high compliment to Stella.

For
tho'

my raillery were true,

A cottage is Wood-park with you.
"

X 2 He
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He had an opportunity not long after of fhewing that
he was fincere in this declaration, as he paffed a whole

fummer with her at Quilca, in as inconvenient a cabin,

and as dreary a country as could any where be met with :

and yet he often declared that they were fome of the hap-

picft hours of his life which he thus paffed. They were

indeed fome of the laft in which he had any enjoyment

in her fociety, as fhe foon after fell into a decline, attend

ed with fuch fymptoms as afforded little profpect of any

long continuance of life. The firft account of her flats

being defperate, reached Swift in London, as was before

related. The following extracts from his letter to Dr.

Sheridan on the occafion, will beft fhew with what ago

nies of mind he received it.

" I have your's juft now of the 19th, and the account

you give me, is nothing but what I have fome time ex

pected with the utmoft agonies. It was at this time the

beft office your friendfhip could do, not to deceive me.

I look upon this to be the greateft event that can ever

happen to me, but all my preparations will not fuffice tor

make me bear it like a Philofopher, nor altogether like a

Chriftian.. There has been the moft intimate friendfhip
between us from her childhood, and the greateft merit.on

her fide, that ever was in one human creature towards

another. Nay, if I were now near her, I would not fee

her ; I could not behave myfelf tolerably, and fhould re

double her forrow. Judge in what a temper of mind I

write this. The very time I am writing, I conclude the

faireft foul in the world has left its body—Confufion!

that I am this moment called down to a vifitor, when I

am in the country, and not in my power to deny myfelf.

f have paffed a very conllrained hour, and now return to

fay I know not what. I have been long weary of the

world, and lhail for my fmall remainder of years be
of life, having for ever loft that converfation, which a-

lone-
could make it tolerable."

Soon
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Soon after this, we have feen that he returned to Ire

land, where he found the danger over, and was made

happy by her recovery. But on his next journey to Lon

don in the following year, he was again alarmed with an

account of a moft dangerous relapfe. The effect this had

on him will be beft defcribed by his own expreffions in

his letPer to Dr. Sheridan.
" I have had your letter of the 19th, and expect, be

fore you read this, to receive, another from you, with

the moft fatal news that can ever come to me, unlefs I

fhould be put to death for fome ignominious crime. I

continue very ill with my giddinefs and deafnefs, and I

fhall be perfectly content if God fhall pleafe to call me at

this time. I beg, if you have not writ to me before you

get this, to tell me no particulars, but the event in ge

neral: my weaknefs, my age, my friendfhip will bear no

more. I do not intend to return to Ireland fo foon as I

purpofed ; I would not be there in the midft of grief.

Neither my health nor grief will permit me to fay more.

This ftroke was unexpected, and my fears laft year were

ten times
greater.''

In a fubfequent letter he fays,
*' If I had any tolerable

health, I would go this moment to Ireland •, yet I think

I would not, confidering the news I daily expect to hear

from you. I have juft received yours of Auguft the

24th. I kept it an hour in my pocket, with all the fof-

penfe of a man who expected to hear the worft news that

fortune could give him, and at the fame time was not a-

ble'

to hold up my head.. Thefe are perquifites of. living

long; the laft act of life is always a tragedy at beft; but

it is a bitter aggravation to have one's beft friend go be

fore one. I do profefs, upon my falvation, that the dif-

treffed and defperate condition of our friend, makes life

fo indifferent to me, who by courfe of nature have fo litr

p}e left, that I do not think it worth the time to ftruggje ;

X3 yep
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yet I fhould think, according to what bad been formerly,
that I may happen to overcome this diforder ■, and to

what advantage ? Why, to fee the lofs of that perfon,

for whofe fake only life was worth preferving. What

have I to do in this world ? I never was in fuch agonies as

when I received your letter, and had it in my pocket.

I am able to hold up my forry head
longer."

Let any one who underflands the language of nature,

judge whether the Writer of the above paffages, had nop

a heart fofceptible of the utmoft tendemefs and warmth

of friend [hip.

Nor was it to his friend Sheridan alone that he thus

opened his heart : I have a letter before me, never pub

lifhed, to Mr. Stopford, then at Paris, dated from

Twickenham, July 20, 1726, in which is the following
paffage :

" I fear I fhall have more than ordinary reafons

to with you a near neighbour to me in Ireland, and that

your company will be more neceffary than ever, when I

tell you that I never was in fo great dejection of fpirits.

For I lately received a letter from Mr. Worral, that one

of the two oldeft and dearelt friends I have in the world,

is in fo defperate a condition of health, as makes me ex

pect every poft to hear of her death. It is the younger

of the two, with whom I have lived in the greateft friend

fhip for thirty-three years. I know you will fhare in my

trouble, becaufe there were few perfons whom I believe

you more efleemed.- For my part, as I value life very

little, fo the poor cafoal remains of it, after fuch a lofs,
would be a burden that I muft heartily beg God Al

mighty to enable me to bear : and I think, there is not a

greater folly than that of entering into too ftrict and par

ticular a friendfhip, with phe lofs of which a man muft be

abfolutely miferable, but efpecially at an age when it is

poo late to engage in a new friendfhip. Befides, that was

a perfon of my own
rearing arid jnftru&ing from child;

8 hood,
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hood, who excelled in every good quality thaP can pof-

fibly accomplifh a human creature. They have hitherto

writPen me deceiving letters, but Mr. Worral has been fo

juft and prudent as to tell me the truth; which, how

ever racking, is better than to be ftruck on the fudden.

Dear James, pardon me. I know not what I am faying,
but believe me that violent friendfhip is much more kit

ing, and as much engaging, as violent love. Adieu.

" If this accident fhould happen before I fet out, I

believe I fhall flay this winter in England, where it will

be ap leaft eafier to find fome repofe than upon the
fpot."

However, as fhe ftill continued to linger on, dying by
flow degrees, he returned to Dublin, as we have before

feen, in order to difcharge the laft melancholy offices of

friendfhip, by fmoothing her paffage to the grave, and

foftening phe terrors of death with all the comfortable

hopes which religion can hold forth. The prayers oom-

pofed by him on this occafion, are written in as pure a

ftrain of Chriftian piety, as ever came from an uninfpired

pen.

A fhort time before her death a fcene paffed between

the Dean arid her, an account of which I had from my

father, and which I fhall relate with reluctance, as it

feems to bear more hard, on Swift's humanity than any

other part of his conduct in life. As fhe found her final

diffolution approach, a few days before it happened, in

the prefence of Dr. Sheridan, fhe addreffed Swift in the

moft earneft and pathetic terms to grant her dying re-

queft. That as the ceremony of
marriage had paffed be

tween them, though for fondry confiderations they had

not cohabited in that ftate, in order to put it out of the

power of flander to be bufy with her fame after death,

fhe adjured him by their friendfhip to let her have the
fa-

tisfadtion of dying ap leaft, though fhe had not lived, his

acknowledged wife. Swift made no reply, but turning

X 4
°»
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on his heel, walked filently out of the room, nor ever

faw her afterwards during- the few days fhe lived. This

behaviour threw Mrs. Johnfon into unfpeakable agonies,

and for a time fhe funk under the weight of fo cruel a

difappointment. But foon after, roufed by indignation,

fhe inveighed againft his cruelty in the bittereft terms ;

and fending for a lawyer, made her will, bequeathing her

fortune by her own name to charitable ufes. This was

done in the prefence of Dr. Sheridan, whom fhe appoint

ed one of her executors. Upon this occafion the Doctor

gave an inflance of his difinterefted fpirit ; for whenMrs.

Johnfon mentioned his name to the lawyer, annexing a

very handfome legacy to it, the Doctor immediately in-

terpofed, and would not fuffer it to be put down, faying,

that as foe difpofed of her fortune to fuch pious ufes, he

fhould think he defrauded the charity if he accepted of

any part of it. During the few days fhe lived after this,

Dr. Sheridan gave her conftant attendance, and was in the

chamber when fhe breathed her laft. His grief for her lofs

was not perhaps inferior to the Dean's. He admired her

above all human beings, and loved her with a devotion as

pure as that which we would pay to Angels. She, on

her part, had early fingled him out from all the Dean's

acquaintance, as her confidential friend. There grew up
the clofeft amity between them, which fobfifted, without

interruption, to the time of her death. During her long
illnefs, he never paffed an hour from her which could be

fpared from bufinefs ; and his converfation, in the Dean's

abfence, was the chief cordial to fupport her drooping
fpirits. Of her great regard for him Swift bears tefli-

mony, in the clofe of one of his letters to him from Lon

don, where he fays,
',< I fear while you are reading this,

you will be fhedding tears at her funeral : fhe loved you

well, and a great fhare of the little merit I have with you,

?s owing to her felicitation." No wonder therefore if the

Doctor's,
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Doctor's humanity was fhocked at the laft fcene which he

faw pafs between her and the Dean, and which affected

him fo much, that it was a long time before he could be

thoroughly reconciled to him.

Yet on the Dean's part it may be faid, that he was

taken by furprife, and had no reafon to expedt^lich an

attack at that time. We have already feen the motives

which induced him to go through the ceremony, and rhe

conditions upon which it was performed. After feveral

years paffed without any confequence from it, or any rea

fon offered for publifhing this to the world, it feems to

have been agreed between them that the whole fhould be

buried in oblivion, as if no fuch thing had ever happened.

Infomuch, that he had recommended it to her to make

her,will, and bequeath her fortune to a charitable ufe

Which he had pointed out to her. The marriage was evi

dently a mere matter of form, intended only to fatisfy
fome vain feruples of the Lady, without any view to the

'ufual ends of matrimony, and therefore was in fact no

marriage at all. To acknowledge her as his wife, when

in reality fhe never had been fuch, would be to give

fanflion to a falfoood, and at the fame time afford an op

portunity to bufy tongues to draw a thoufand inferences

prejudicial to his character,. Or, if the real ftate of the

cafe were known, and it were believed that no confum-

matidn ever followed on this marriage, yet he thought it

would ill become the character of a dignitary of the

church, to have it known to the world that he had made

a mockery of fo facred a cererriony, though he might re

concile it to himfelf upon principles of humanity. Be-

fides, the tongue of fcandal had been very bufy with his

fame in regard to Mifs Vanhomrigh •, and they who could

charge him with an illicit amour there, would not fail to

aggravate the matter, by foewing that fie had a wife at

the fajne time. On thefe cpnfideratiqns he. had long re

folved
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folved that the fecret of the ceremony's having paffed be*

tween them, fhould
never be divulged ; and he had all

the reafon in the world to believe that Mrs. Johnfon was

in the fame fentiments. How anxious he was to guard

againft any
appearance of that fort, we may learn from

his letters to Mr. Worral, written from England, at the

time her life was defpaired of. In which there are the

following paffages, July 15, 1726.
» What you tell

me of Mrs. Johnfon, I have long expected, with great

oppreffion and heavinefs of heart. I have thefe two

months feen through Mrs. Dingley's difguifes : and in

deed ever fince I left you, my heart has been fo funk,

that I have not been the fame man, nor ever fhall be

again, but drag on a wretched life, 'till it fhall pleafe

God to call me away. I wifo it could be brought about

that fhe might make her will. Her intentions are* to

leave the intereft of all her fortune to her mother and fil

ter, during their lives, and afterwards to Dr. Stephens's

h'ofpital, to purchafe lands for fuch ufes there, as fhe de-

figns. Think how I am difpofed while I write this, and

foroive the inconfiftencies. 1 would not for the univerfe

be prefent . at fuch a trial, as that of feeing her depart.

She will be among friends, that upon her own account

and great worth, will tend her with all poffible care,

where I fhould be a trouble to her, and the greatefl tor-

ment to myfelf. In cafe the matter fhould be defperate,

I would have you advife, if they come to town, that they

fhould be lodged in fome healthy airy part, and not in "the

Deanery ; which
.befides,

you know, cannot but be a

very improper thing for that houfe to breathe her laft.

in."

In another of September 12, 1727, he fays, "By
Dr.. Sheridan's frequent letters, I am, every poft, ex

pecting the death of a friend, with whofe lofs I fhall have

very little regard for the few years that nature may
leave

me.
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rft.e. I defire Po know where my Pwo friends lodge. I

gave a caution to Mrs. Brent, that it might nop-be«z *

domo decani, quoniam hoc minime decet, uti mamfeftum eft ;

habeo enim malignos quifiniftre hoc interpretabuntur
, ft eve-

n'tat (quod Deus avertat) ut illic
moriatur"

..Thus predetermined as he was in this point, and fa-

tisfied that Mrs. Johnfon perfectly acquiefced in it, no

thing could have aftonifhed him more than fuch a pro

pofal. He thought it both unkind and unreafonable

in his bofqm friend to make fuch a requeft ; which, if

granted, could be of no ufe to her when dead, and
might be the caufe of much uneafinefs to him the fur-

yivor. The pretence fhe made with regard to, her cha

racter, he knew could be only a pretence, as no woman

living had a more unblemifhed reputation, being con

fidered by all who knew her as a perfect pattern of mo-

defty to her fex, and fo reported in the world. It might

therefore be imputed, with probability, to no Other

caufe but vanity; to have her name preferved to future

ages as the wife of fo extraordinary a man ; and hemight

think himfelf not bound to gratify a weaknefs in her,
at the expence of procuring much difquiet to himfelf.

And though there was an apparent cruelty in his beha

viour on this occafion, yet whoever could have looked

into'his breaft at the time, would probably have found

jt agitated with as deep a concern at his not being able
to comply with her requeft, as fhe was at his refufal of

A relation of this tranfaction fully confirms the ac

count I have given of the nature of their union. For

phe oaly unequivocal proofremaining of the ceremony's

having palled between them, arifes from Mrs. Johnfon's

* In the Deanery-houfe, becaufe this -would evidently be very im

proper, as I have many maligners, who would put a bad interpreta

tion on it, if
it'

fhpuld happen (which, Qqd forbid !) that fhe fhould die

there,

declaration
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declaration of it, in the prefence of Dr. Sheridan, at

the time above-mentioned. And as the fact has of late

been denied, upon the authority of perfons fo clofely

connected with tne parties, as to give it great weight,

I thought it neceffary to adduce this indubitable proof

of the truth of the account which I have given of thap

affair.

Upon this occafion, there is one obfervation to be

made much to Swift's honour; which is, that in refu-

fing to acknowledge Mrs. Johnfon as his wife, he gave.

up all pretentions to her fortune, which otherwife muft

of courfe have come to him. But he had no view to

wards any inheritance from her, either as a wife, or a

friend. For we find by his letter to Worral above

quoted, that he had long before fuggefted the idea to

her of leaving her fortune to charitable ufes, and feems

preffing that fhe fhould be prevailed on to make her

will accordingly. The fame difinterefted fpirit did he

fhew with regard to Mifs Vanhomrigh, breaking off all

connection with her at a time when he knew fhe had in

her will bequeathed her whole fortune to him, which

was very confiderable. So that, at this period of his

life at leaft, avarice had laid no hold of him.

Thus have I given a true relation of the nature of

Swift's connection with Mrs. Johnfon, and laid open

the caufe of their never having cohabited after the ce-*

remony of marriage had paffed between them. To

account for which fo many conjectures have been for

med without any foundation. Among thefe there was

one fo very abfurd, and fo utterly impoffible po be true,
that it is wonderful how it could ever gain any credit;

and yet this report was for a long time generally fpread
and believed. It was afferted, without any ftiadow of

proof, that Mrs. Johnfon was a natural daughter of Sir

William Temple's ; and in the fame way, that
Swift

was
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was his fon, and that the difcovery of this
confangui-

nity, when or how rnade was never rold, was Phe caufe

of their not cohabiting. Now to overthrow this, : it is

only neceffary to examine the time of Swift's birth?
which was in November 1667, and to fhew that Sir

William Temple had been employed as Ambaffador in

the treaty of Nimeguen, two years before, and three

years after that date, during which time he refided con-

ftantly abroad. And indeed there is good reafon to be

lieve that he never fo much as faw Swift's mother in

his life. This was fo clearly fhewn by Dr. Delany,

that any mention'of it here might be thought
unnecef-

fary, had there not been publifhed fince that time a moft:

circumftantial account of that affair, in the Gentle

man's Magazine for November 1757, in which the

Writer pretends to give the whole account of Mrs.

Johnfon 's Life, as well as that of her mother, with

fuch a confident air, and fo many minute particulars, as

deceived one of the Editors of Swift's Works into a be^

lief that the account was authentic* infomuch, that he

has inferted the whole in the notes upon one of the vo

lumes. How he came to place fuch implicit confidence

in the veracity of an Anonymous Writer, is ftrange;

but it would be eafy to prove, that the whole of this

fictitious tale was the invention of fome novelift, who

had a mind to amufe himfelf with fhewing how eafily

the credulity of mankind is impofed on, by any ex

traordinary or marvellous flory. However, in order to

deftroy the fabric, it will be only neceffary to fay, that

the whole was founded upon a fact already proved im-

poffible to be true, which is that Swift was SirWilliam

Temple's fon. And with refpect to Mrs. Johnfoh,

there can be no reafon to doubt the authority of Swift's

account, who, in the little Tract written on her death,

has this paffage.
" She was born at Richmond in

Surry,
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Surry, on the 13th day of March, in the yeaf ifitfi.

Her father was a younger brother of a good family in

Nottinghamfhire, her mother of a lower degree* and

indeed fhe had little to boaft of her
birth."

Having thus developed. his conduct, which has hi

therto appeared in fo myfterious a light to the world,

with regard to the two unfortunate Ladies, who had

placed their affections on an object probably not capable

of making a fuitable return, or who, at leaft, had fhewn

himfelf a perfect Platonifl in love ; I fhall now examine

his character with regard to the ftill nobler affection ojF

the human mind, I mean friendfhip. There have been

already many inftances given
in the courfe of this work,

to fhew that he had a heart fufceptible of the warmeft

Impreffions of that fort, but ftill his friendfhip was por

tioned out among numbers ; and it feems to have been

almoft equally fhared by Addifon, Prior, Arbuthnot,

Gay, Pope, Lord Oxford, Duke of Ormond, Lord Pe

terborough, and many others ; but to the perfection of

true friendfhip ip is neceffary that there fhould be one

particular individual, felected from the reft of mankind,

who may be confidered as another felf, to whom we can

unbofom our moft fecret thoughts, before whom we

are not afhamed to lay open our weakneffes and foibles,

or, in the expreffive phrafe, to think aloud.
""

This poft

was never hitherto occupied by any man ; but Swift

found no deficiency on that account, as it was amply,

and more pleafingly fupplied by one of the other fex,

the incomparable Stella. And to this, in procefs of

time, did Sheridan fucceed. His acquaintance with

the Dean commenced foon after his fettlement in Ire

land in the following manner. The Dean, who had

heard much of Sheridan as a man of wit and humour,

defired a common friend to bring them together. They
paffed the day much to their mutual fatisfaction ; and

when
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When the company broke up at night, Swift in his

ufual ironical way, faid,
" I invite all here prefent to

-dine with me next Thurfday, except Mr.
Sheridan,"

but with a look which expreffed that the invitation was

made wholly on his account. There are certain fpirits,
Concordes anima, that on the firft interview feel an irre-

fiftible attraction to each other, and rufo into friend

fhip, as fome do into love, at firft fight; and fuch was

the cafe between thefe two men of genius, who had a

great fimilarity both of difpofition and talents ; and who

in a fhort time became infeparable. This union was

forwarded, and afterwards cemented by Stella, who

gave the Doctor the preference to all the Dean's other

friends. As Swift had paffed very little time In Dublin

previous to his fettling there, he had very few acquaint

ance except among thofe of high flation ; to the pro

motion of fome of whom he had contributed, and did

good offices to others, when he was in power ; fuch as

the Primate, Archbifhop of Dublin, the Lord Chan

cellor Phipps, Bifhop Sterne, He. bup as he wifhed for

a fociety where he could be more at his eafe, and in

dulge his fportive fancy, Sheridan introduced him into

a numerous acquaintance of the moft diflinguifhed

men of thofe times for talents, erudition, and com

panionable qualities. As he was allowed to be the firft

fchoolmafter in the -kingdom, an intimacy with thofe

Fellows of the College, whofe acquaintance he chofe

to cultivate, followed of courfe ; and there happened

at that time to be a greater number of learned and in

genious men in that body, than ever had been known

before at any given period. An acquaintance naturally

commenced with fuch families of diftinction as en-

trufted their children Po his care. Befides, as he was

looked upon to be one of the moft agreeable compa-

panions in the world, his fociety was much courted by
all
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all perfons of
tafte. With a felect fet of thefe did Swift

pafs moft of his feflive hours for many years; but in

the round of entertainments care was always taken to

engage Sheridan before a party was fixed, as the Dean

was never known to be in perfect good humour, but

when he was one of the company.

As many of the evening
parties were made up of this

chofen fet in the college, where fubjects of literature

were often the topics of converfation, Swift, who could

not bear to be confidered in an inferior light by any fo

ciety into which he had entered, found it neceffary to

revive his knowledge of Greek and Latin, which in the

hurry of politics and bu file of the world, he
had fo long

neglected. With this view he invited Dr. Sheridan to

pafs his vacations with him at the Deanery, where an

apartment was fitted up for him, which ever after, went

by his name and affifted by him he went through a

complete courfe of the Greek and Roman claffics. This

gave him a full opportunity of feeing the profound

knowledge which the Doctor had of thofe languages;

and he ever after pronounced him to be the beft fcho-

lar in Europe. Thus living together frequently in the

fame houfe, in a communion of the fame ftudies, and

the fame amufements, a clofer connection and more

intimate union followed, than Swift had ever known

with any mortal except Stella. As Sheridan was the

moft open undifguifed man in the world, it did not re

quire much time or penetration to fee into his whole

character ; in which Swift found many things to ad

mire, many things to love, and little to offend. He

had the ftricteft regard to truth, and the higheft fenfe

of honour; incapable of diffimulation in the fmalleft

degree ; generous to a fault, and charitable in the ex-»

treme. Of a proud independent fpirit, which would

not foffer him to crouch to the great ones of Phe world

for
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for any favour, nor to put on even
the"

appearance of

flattery. He had a heart formed for friendfhip, in

which Swift had the firft. place. It was impolfible not

to efteem a man poffeffed of. qualities fo congenial with

his own ; but his affection was engaged by thofe of a

lefs exalted kind, and more pleafing in the general in

tercourfe of
life.'

Sheridan had a lively fancy, and a

forprifing quicknefs of invention. He had fuch a per

petual flow of 'fpirits, fuch-a. ready wit, and variety of

humour,- that I have often heard his acquaintance fay*

it was impoffible for the moft -fplerietic man-nOt to be

cheerful in his company. Imagine what a treafure this

muft be to'Swift, in that gloomy ftate of mind, into

which the difappointment
"

of all his views, . upon the

Queen's death had thrown him ; and in which we find

from his letters, hecoritinded fo many years. Defpair

of doing any good, had, turned his thoughts wholly

florin public'affairs, which before had ingroffed fo much

ofhis time; and he was notin.a difpofition to fet about

any work'that would require much thought, or labour

of the brainy he. therefore gave himfelf wholly up to

the
bagatelle,-

and to writing-nothing butjeuft d'efprit-;

in,which no one was better quajifieo. to keep up the ball

than Sheridan. For one whole year it was agreed that

they
fhould'

write to each other in verfe every day, and

Were to be upon' honour that they would take up no

more than five minutes
in-

compbfing each letter.
Numbers-

of Riddles, Anglo-Latin Letters, and other

whims of fancy were produced in the fame way. But

as thefe were only intended for private amufement, moft

of them, when they had ferved their turn, were com

mitted to the flames. Some few, however, have efca-

ped, and are printed in his Works ; which may ferve

to gratify the curiofity of fuch Readers, as may be de-

firous to have a private peep, as it were, at the fancy of
Y

■

this
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this great genius, when frolickfome and unreftraifled

fhe was playing her fportive gambols en defhabille.

With all thefe good qualities and pleafing talents,

Swift faw fome weakneffes and infirmities in his friend,
which he in vain endeavoured to cure. However fkilled

he might be in books, he was a perfect child as to the

knowledge of the world. Being wholly void of artifice

and defign himfelf, he never fufpected any in ophers j

and thus became the dupe of all artful men with whom

he had any connection. As he knew not how to fet a

true value on money* he had no regard to ceconomy;

and his purfe was always open to the indigent, without

confidering whether he could afford it or not. In con

verfation, his fancy was not always under the direction

of difcretion, and he frequently gave offence by hidden

failles, without intending it. Swift acted the part of a

true friend on thefe occafions, and was not fparing of

his admonitions and advice as opportunities offered;

but he found the Doctor too opinionated to be guided

by the judgment of others, though his own was too

weak to reftrain his natural propenfities. In this cafe

the beft fervice to be done, was, to increafe his income
in proportion to the largenefs of his fpirit, as his fpirit
was not to be confined within the bounds of his income.

With this view Swift was indefatigable in his endea

vours to promote the fiourifhing ftate of his fchool.

He recommended him to all as the ableftMafter of the

age ; and publifhed a Copy of Latin Verfes in his praifq
as fuch ; he defcended even at times to act as his Ufher;
and frequently attended at fchool to hear a clafs ; when

the Doctor was ill, or abfent In the country, he fup.

plied his place ; and was always one of the Examiners

at the Public Quarterly Examinations. Such attention

paid by one of Swift's high charafter, could not fail of

raifing the reputation of rhe fchool j and accordingly it

increafed
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inereafed fo rapidly, that in a few years the number of

fcholars far exceeded that of any other feminary ever

known in that kingdom. But Swift faw with concern

that his expences kept pace with his income, and in

ereafed in the fame proportion. Indulging his natural

difpofition, he made frequent coftly entertainments,

and on certain days when he was freed from the after

noon aPtendance on fchool, his Pable was open Po all

born vivans, jovial companions, He. And where mirrh

and good wine circulaped fo brifkly, ip is Po be fuppofed
there was no lack of guefts. Swift faw there was no

likelihood of any change in his conduct, while he con

tinued in the fame place, and affociated with the fame

fets. In compaffion therefore to his young and yearly

increafing family, he formed the defign of having him
removed, upon very advanpageous Perms, Po a diftant

parr of Phe kingdom, where he would have no fuch

temprapion to indulge phe extravagance of his difpofi

tion. It happened at that time that the fchoolmafter of

Armagh was in a declining ftaPe of healph. Thap fchool

was richly endowed with lands, whofe clear rent amount
ed to four hundredpounds a year, a confiderabie income

iri thofe days, and fully equal to double Phat fum at

prefent. Swift wrote to a friend in Armagh to fend off

an exprefs to him inftantly on phe deaPh of the incum-

benP. Immediately on the receipt of this, he waited

on Primate Lindfay (to whofe advancement Lindfay
himfelf acknowledges in one of his letters, Swift had

chiefly contributed) faying he had a favour to beg of
him. That he was going to turn fchoolmafter, and de

fired he would give him the fchool of Armagh. It is

not vacant, faid the Primate. Yes but it is, faid Swift,

(hewing him the letter he had received by exprefs. Af

ter fome raillery from the Primate on the Dean's turn

ing fchoolmafter, Swift at laft faid, Well, my Lord,
Y 2 let
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let me have the difpofal of the fchool, and I'll engage

to fill it up to your mind ; I mean to place
Sheridan"

in

it. The Primate confented without hefitation. Swift

immediately went to the Doctor with the news, who

had not the lead previous intimation of the affair from

the Dean. After due acknowledgments of his kind

nefs on this occafion, Sheridan faid that he mult take

fome time to confider of it, and that he could not take

a flep, upon which the whole colour of his future life

depended, without confulting his friends. Your friends,

faid Swift, you will ever be'a blockhead as to the world;

becaufe they are pleafed with your company, and gra

tify themfelves in pafiing
many, happy hours with you

in focial mirth, you fuppofe them to be your friends.

Believe me there is little true friendfhip in the world;

and it is not irnpoffible but the very men who now hug
you to their bofoms, may hereafter turn out to be your

inveterate enemies. Take my advice ; confult none.of

them; but accept without hefitation of an offer which

will fecure you a handfome income for life, independent

of cafualties. Befides, your fchool will probably flou-

rilh as much there as here, as the high reputation you

have gained in Dublin will follow you to the North,

and fecure to you all the boys of that moft populous

and opulent part of the kingdom.

The Doctor ftill perfifted in his refolution of con

fulting his friends; and at a meeting of .them for that

purpofe, chiefly compofed of the Fellows of the Col

lege, they were unanimoufly of opinion that he fhould

by no means accept of the propofed offer. They re

prefented to him that his fchool was in a moft floutifh-

tng ftate, and likely to increafe daily. That he could

not hope to have any thing like the number of pupils,

in a country town, as in the capital; and his income,

even with the addition of die endowment* would pro

bably;
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bably not be greater. That by refiding in Dublin, he

might make fuch powerful connections, as would raife

him to confiderable church preferments, all expectation

of which he muft give up if he buried himfelf in an ob

feure corner of the kingdom. By thefe, and other ar-,

guments of the like nature, the Doctor was eafily per*

fu'aded. to follow the bent of his inclination. For it

muft have been with great reluctance that he would

have quitted the fociety of fuch a number of learned,

ingenious, and agreeable men, as then formed the

circle of his acquaintance.

The Doctor had too much reafon afterwards to re

pent of his not having followed Swift's advice, as what

he had foretold, in a few years came to pafs. Thofe

very men, whom he confidered as his beft friends, fet

up another fchool in oppofition to his, which they fop-

ported with all their intereft, of which the
Docto;'

fpeaks

in the following manner in a letter to Swift : cc As for

my quondam friends, as you ftile them, quondam them

all. It is the moft decent way I can curfe them; for

they lulled me afleep, till they ftole my fchool into the

hands of a blockhead, and have driven me towards the

latter part of my life to a difagreeable folitude; where

I have the mifery to reflect upon my folly in making

fuch a perfidious choice, at a time when it was not in

my nature to fufpect any foul upon
earth."

In anfwer

po which Swift fays—-" I own you have too much rea

fon to complain of fome friends, who, next to your-

felf, have done you moft hurt; whom I ftill efteem and

frequent,.although I confefs I cannot heartily forgive.

Yet certainly the cafe was not merely perfonal malice to

you (although it had the fame effects) but a kind of I

know not what jobb, which one of them hath often

heartily
repented."

Nothingoould place Swift's friendfhip in a more can-

fpicuous or difinterefted light, -than this whole Pranfac-

pion.
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tion. To have parped with Sheridan at that period of

life, when all was gloom about him, when he moft

wanted fuch a friend to raife his drooping fpirits, and

fuch an affociate in Phe only amufemenPs which he was

then capable of relifhing, would have been to him like

the lofs of a limb. Yet when he thoughp that ip was

neceffary for the interefts of the Doctor and his family,
phat he ft)0uld remove from his fettlement in town, tb

a more advantageous and fecure one in the country, he

himfelf planned the fcheme of his removal, which was

likely tp end, with but few intervals, in a fepamion

for life, How differenr is phis from the falfe reprefentar

tion made of him by Lord Orrery. He had faid

f The affection between Thefeus and Pirithous, was

not greater than between Swift and Sheridan; butrhe

friend fhip phap cemented the two ancient heroes, pro

bably commenced upon motives very different from

thofe which united phe two modern
Divines.*'

His

Lordfhip did not think proper to ftate what thofe mo

tives were ; and after having drawn Sheridan's charac

ter, with as little regard to truth, and in many points,
as little refemblance to the original as any of his other

portraits, he affigns Swift's clofe attachment to him tq

the meaneft and moft felfifh motives* where he fays
" In this fituation, and with this difpofition, Swift faft-

ened upon him as upon a Prey> w>tn which he intended

to regalchimfelf whenever his appetite fhould prompf

him. Sheridan therefore was kept conftantly within

his reach; and the only time he was permitted to go

beyond the limits, of his chain, wa$, to take poffeflpn

of a living in the county of Corke, which had been

bellowed upon hjrn by the then Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland/'

For many years after this fruitlefs attempt to ferve

his friend^ Swift had ip not in his power to promote his,

interefts
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interefts. in any other way, being the moft obnoxious

of any man living to thofe who were then in power.

But on the appointment, of Lord Carteret to the Go

vernment of Ireland, who had been one of his old

friends, Doctor Sheridan was the firft he recommended'

to his protection. He got him appointed one of his

dpmeftic Chaplains, with a promife ofmaking a provi-

fion for bim in the Church. Lord Carteret, who was

himfelf an excellent fcholar, foon diftinguifhed the

Doctor's merit in that line, nor was he lefs pleafed with

him as a companion, often inviting him to his private

parties, and fometimes, laying his ftate afide, he would

ileal out from the caftle in a Hackney-chair, po pafs

the evening at Sheridan's with Swift, and the felect fet

which ufed to meet there. By Phe defire of phe Lord

LieurenanP, Phe Doctor had one of Phe tragedies of

Sophocles performed by his fcholars for his entertain

ment. Before the day of exhibition Lord Carteret ap

pointed a morning to pafs with him in reading the play

together, in order to refrefh his memory after fo long
an abfence from his Greek ftudies. The Doctor was

aftonifhed ap Phe facility and accuracy with which he

tranflated this difficult Author, having fcarce any op*

portunity of giving him afiiftance through the whole

play. While he was expreffing his furprife at this, and

.admiration at thewonderful knowledge which his Lord

ihip fhewed of the Greek language, Lord Carteret,

with great candour, told him he would let him into the

fecret how he came to be -fo far mafter of this particular

Author. He faid that when he was Envoy in Den.

mark, he had been for a long time confined to his

chamber, partly by illnefs, and partly by the feverity
of the weather; and having but few books with him,

he had read.Sophocles over and over fo often, as to be

able almoft to repeat the whole verbarim, which
im-

Y 4
preffcd
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preffed it ever after indelibly on his memory. This

candid confeffion was certainly the act of an ingenuous

mind, above the vanity of gaining a character foperior

to its merits; and I believe there are very few who

would not have fuffered the Doctor to go away in the

full perfuafion that he was one of the moft complete

fcholars of the age in the whole of the Greek language,
and accordingly fpread this account of him, feemingly
fo well founded, to the world.

Not long after this the Lord Lieutenant bellowed en

the Doctor the firft living that fell in the gift of Go

vernment, only as an earneft of future favours; and

from the countenance fhewn him at the Caftle, it was

generally fuppofed that he might expect in time to rife

to fome high dignities in the Church. But all this fair

profpect foon vanifoed, by a concurrence of fome very

extraordinary accidents. When he went down to be

inducted into his living, he was requefled by Archdea,

con Ruffe! of Cork, to fopplv his place in the pulpiton

the following Sunday. The Doctor, who .wasa very

abfent man, had forgot his engagement, -and was fu>

ting quietly at his lodging en defhabille, when a meffage

from the Parifh Clerk, who faw no preacher arrive after

the fervice had begun, roufed him from his reverie,

He dreffed himfelf with ajl fpeed, and of two fermans

that he had brought with him, took the firft that came

to his hand, without looking into it. It happened that

the firft of Auguft in that year fell on that very Sun

day ; and the firft of Auguft being the day on which

Queen Anne died, was, in that time of party, a day
of great celebrity, and much adverted to by the Whigs.

But this circumftance had not at all occurred to the

Doctor, who looked on it only as a common Sunday,
without confidering the day of the month. The text

pf this ledrfermon happened to be^
"
Sufficient"

po phe

day
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day is phe evil
thereof."

Such a text on fuch a day,
excited a general murmur through the whole congre

gation, to the great furprife of the preacher, who was

the only perfon ignorant of the caufe; of which he

was not informed till after he had defcended from the

pulpit, when the affair was paft remedy. , There hap
pened to be prefent in the Church a furious Whig, and
one of the -moft violent

party-men of the times.
'

He

immediately took poft Tor Dublin, where, by -his re-

prefentation of this matter, as Swift has obferved in

giving an account of this tranfaction,
" Such a cla

mour was raifed by the zeal of one man, of no large

dimenfions either of body Or mind, that we in Dublin

could apprehend no lefs than an invafion by the Pre

tender, who mu-ft be landed in the
South."

Such in

deed was the violent clamour raifed by the Whigs in

general, that the Lord Lieutenant, in order to pacify

them, was obliged to order the Doctor's name to be

{truck out of the Lift of Chaplains, and to forbid his

appearance at the Caflle ; though he was perfectly fa-

tisfied of his innocence, as it appeared that in the whole

fermon there was not a fyllable relating to Government

or party, or to the fubject of the day ; and that -he had

often preached it before under the fame text. And as

Swift obferves in one of his letters on this fubject,
" It

is indeed againft common fenfe to think that you fhould

choofe fuch a time, when you had received a favour

from the-Lord Lieutenant, and had reafon to expect

"more, to difeover your diflqyalty in the pulpit. But

what will, that avail
?~ It is iafer for a man's intereft to

blafpheme God, than to be of a party out of pbwer,

or even to be thought' fo ; and fince the laft was the

cafe, how
could' you imagine that all mouths would not

be open when you were received, and in fome manner

ipreferrecj by Government, although in a poor way ? I

tell
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tell you there is hardly a Whig in Ireland who would,

allow a potapoe and buPter-milk to a reputed
Tory.*

Swift's letters on this occafion bear the ftrongeft marks

of true friendfhip, by giving him rhe beft advice how

to conduct: himfelf, and letting in fome rays of hope,
that he fhould be able to fettle matters with the Lord

Lieutenant/In London, on his fhortly intended vifit to

that city, and fo clear the way for fome future favour.

But though, as Swift expreffes it, the Doctor had

thus, by mere chance-medley, (hot his own fortune

dead with a fingle text, yet it was the means of his re

ceiving a confiderable addition to his fortune, of more

intrinfic value than the largeft benefice he might have

reafon to expect. As this proceeded from an act of un

common generofity, it deferves well to be recorded.

Archdeacon Ruffel, in whofe pulpit the fermon was

preached, confidered himfelf as inftrumental, however

accidentally, to the ruin of the Doctor's expectations.

He was for fome time uneafy in his mind on this ac

count, and at laft determined to make him a noble

compenfation. He had a great friendfhip for the Doc

tor, whom he faw loaded with a numerous offspring,

upon a precarious income, while he himfelf was pof-

feffed of a confiderable property, and without any fa

mily. Urged on by thofe nice fcruples in his mind

before-mentioned, he thought he could not make a

better ufe of his fortune, than to apply the fuperflujty
of it towards making the Doctor eafy in his circum

ftances, and thus enabling him to make a provifion for

his children. With this view he took a journey to

Dublin in order to make over to him, by an irrevocable

deed of gift, the valuable manor of Drumlane in the

county of Cavan, a Bifhop's leafe, which at that time

produced a clear profit rent of two hundred and fifty
pounds
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pounds per annum *. An act of fuch liberality, and fel-

dom to be paralleled in this degenerate and felfifh age,
deferves well to be refcued from oblivion ; nor could the

Author of thefe Memoirs, without ingratitude, pafs it
over in filence.

But unfortunately this noble benefaction did not an

fwer the end propofed by the bountiful donor. The

Doctor now thought his fortune was made, and fet no

bounds to his prodigality : with what he poffeffed -before

in the county of Cavan, his landed property produced

him full four hundred pounds a year ; and his fchool and

living, eight, hundred more. A large income indeed in

Ithofe days, but not equal to the profufenefs of his fpirit.

He was, as was before obferved, the greateft dupe in

the world, and a conftanp prey to all the indigent of his

acquaintance, as well as thofe who were recommended to

him by others. Not content with receiving feveral into

his fchool whom he Paught wiphouP pay, he "had always

two or three whom he lodged and boarded in his houfe

gratis', nay fome he maintained in cloaths and every
other neceffary, and afterwards entered and fupported

them in phe College at his own charge, as if they had

been his fons. To his daughters he gave the genteeleft

education, and dreft them in the moft fafhionable ftyle. As

he was an adept in Mufic both in the fcie ntific and prac

tical part, he had frequent private concerts at his houfe

at no fmall coft, and the expences of his table were cer

tainly not diminifhed by his increafe of fortune. While

he was going on in this career, his fchool gradually
de-

preafed, from the caufe already mentioned, together with

feme other co-operating circumftances ; but as the dimi

nution of his income made no change in his mode of liv-

* I have been well allured, that the leafe produces at this day no
lefs a fum than eight hundred per annum, net profit to the prefent

pofleflbr.
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ing, it was not long before he had contracted fuch debts.

as obliged him to mortgage his lands. He had ex

changed his living in the county of Cork, for that of

Dunboyne, within a few miles of Dublin ; in which he

was egregioufly outwitted, as the latter fell very fhort of

the income of the former. In this declining ftate of his

affairs, his refidence in Dublin grew extremely irkfome

to him, and being determined to change the fcene, he

again exchanged his living for the free- fchool of Cavan,.

though to another diminution of his income. All this

was done without once confulting the
Dean,'

who had

long been weary of offering fruitlefs advice.

When the Doctor was preparing to remove to Cavan,
a little incident happened which at once fhewed Swift's-

great affection for him, and the uncommon tendemefs of

his heart. He happened to call in juft at the time that

the workmen were taking down the pictures and other fur

niture in the parlour : that parlour where for fuch a num

ber of year?, he had paffed fo many happy hours ; flruck

with the fight he burft into tears, and rufhed into a dark

clofet, where he continued a quarter of an hour before he

could compofe himfelf. When it is confidered that he

was at that time verging on feventy, an age in which the

heart generally is callous, and almoft dead to the fine af

fections, there cannot be a ftrong'er confutation of the

charge made againft him of his want of feeling ; as.I be

lieve the inftances are very rare of perfons at that time of

life, capable of being fo much moved by fuch an inci

dent.

The Doctor had not been long fettled at Cavan, when

Swift, who at that time knew little comfort in life out of

his fociety, followed, in ordet to pafs the winter with

him. I was there at his arrival, and during the whole

time of his continuance there. It grieved me much tq

fee foch a change in him. His perfon was quite emac'ra.r

ted,
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fed, and bore the marks of many
more- years than had

paffed over his head, Hls;memory greatly impaired, and

his other faculties much on the decline. temper

fretful, morofe, and prone to fudden fits of

paffion and yet to me his behaviour was gentfe, as it

always had been from my early childhood, treating me

with partial kindnefs and attention, as being his godfon ;

often giving me inftruction,- attended with frequent pre-

fents and rewards when I did well. I loved him from

my boyifo days, and never flood in the leaft awe before

him, as I do not remember ever to have, had a crofs look,
or harfh expreffion from him. I read to him, two or three

hours every day during this vifit, and often received both

pleafore and improvement from the obfervations he made.

His intention was to have paffed the whole winter there *-

but as :the. Doclor wasicalled up to town upon bufinefs

during the Chriftmas vacation, Swift found the place'de-

folate: without him, and followed him, in a few days.

During this vifit, it appeared by many -inftances that ava

rice had then taken poffeffion
.of

him to a great degree.

Doctor Sheridan had prevailed on phe.Bvirgeffes of Cavan

to meet the Dean, in a body, at a place four miles
dif-^

tant frpm the town to compliment him
on'his'

arrival.

The Doctor told him, -in return, he ought to invite them

to an entertainment ;,with which the Dean, after fome

time, though not without manifeft reluctance, complied.

He gave them a very fhabby dinner at the inn, and cal

led for the bill, before the guefts had got half enough of

wine. He difputed feveral articles, faid there were two

bottles of wine more charged than were ufed, flew into a

violent paffion, and abufed his fervants grofsly for not

keeping better count. The fervants ran away, and Doc

tor Sheridan,
without-

fpeaking a word, went off antHeft

him to himfelf. This was the manner in which they al

ways treated him, at that time, when he was in one of

thofe
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thofe fits, for the leaft oppofition, or even the pretence

of thofe with whom he was angry, ferved but to increafe

his paffion almoft to frenzy. But when he had time to

cool, he always expreffed deep concern at his infirmity.

Of the peevifhnefs of his temper at that time, among

many other inftances, he gave a remarkable one, at the

inn of Virginy, his laft ftage before his arrival at Cavan.

In paffing to his chamber, he faw the maid employed in

feraping a piece of beef, and flopped to afk her, how

many maggots fhe had got out of it. The wench fmart-

ly anfwered,
" Nop fo many as there are in your head."

This repartee, which, at another period of his life would

have pleafed him much, and probably produced half a

crown Po Phe maid for her wit, now threw him into a paf

fion, in which he-was fo weak as to complain of her to

her miftrefs, and infill on her being difcharged for her

faucinefs.

When the Burgeffes of
Cavan'

went out to meet him,
one of them addreffed him in a complimentary fpeech on

the occafion, which was but ill delivered, as he had a re

markable thicknefs of utterance. When he had done,
Swift afked him, pray Sir, are you the Town-Serjeant ?

(a low office, and fcarcely above the rank of a common

Conftable) No, Mr. Dean, anfwered Doctor Sheridan,
that is Mr. Brooks the apothecary, our eldeft Burgefs.

I thought fo, faid Swift, for he fpoke as if his mouth

was full of drugs. How muft his difpofition have been

changed, when the higheft civilities that could be fhewn

him, and which formerly were received with the greateft

pleafure, and returned with the utmoft politenefs, now

produced nothing but marks of difguft.

From this time all his infirmities increafed faft upon

him, particularly his avarice, to a high degree. Doctor

Sheridan, who ftill continued to pafs great part of his

vacations at the Deanery, faw many flagrant inftances of

this,
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this, whereof he thought himfelf bound both by friend

fhip* and a folemn engagement he had entered into, to

give him information. This alludes to a converfation

that had paffed bepween Swifp and Doctor Sheridan, as

they were riding Pogether on Phe SPrand, fome years be

fore phe Doctor left Dublin. The Popic happened to be

that of old age, which Swift faid he found coming faft

upon him, and he fuppofed he fhould not be exempt

from its attendant infirmities. " But there is one vice its

ufual concomitant, the moft deteftable of all others,

and which therefore I would moft endeavour to guard

againft, I mean avarice : I do not know any way fo effec

tual for this purpofe, as to engage fome true friend to

give me warning when he fees any approaches of that fort,

and thus put me upon my guard. This office I expect

from you, and hope you will give me a folemn affurance

that you will moft punctually fulfil
it."

The Doctor

Very readily entered into the engagement; and now

thought himfelf bound to difcharge it. With this view,

in one of his vacations palled at the Deanery, he fet

down daily in a journal kept for that purpofe, all the

inftances he could perceive of phe Dean's parfimony ;

which in a fortnight arofe to a confiderable amount.

Armed with thefe proofs, he one day took an opportunity

of afking the Dean, Whether he recollected a difcourfe

which had paffed between them on the Strand, relative

to old age and avarice, and the folemn engagement he

had made him enter into upon that occafion. Swift, as

one fuddenly alarmed, anfwered with precipitation,

" Yes, I remember it very well—Why—do you per

ceive any thing of that fort in me
?"

You fhall be judge

yourfelf, faid the
Doctor— read over phap paper, and fee

whether ip is nop high time I fhould now perform my

promife. The Dean read over phe arpides with a coun

tenance in which flume and defbondency were blended.

2
r

When
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When he had done, he leaned his head upon his hand,

with his eyes call to the ground, and remained for fome ,

time buried in profound thought ; at laft he juft lifted up

his eyes,
without changing his pofture, and calling a

fide glance at the Doctor, with a moft fignificant look,

afked

him—" Doctor—did you never read Gil Bias
?"

al?

hiding to the famous flory of a firnilar conduct of his to

wards the Archbifoop,
when he was his Secretary, which

loft him his poft. After fuch a fee-ne, the reader will

eafily conclude,
that the difeafe was paft remedy; and

that the Doctor, like poor Gil Bias, would probably not

continue
lon°- in favour. Thus was Lord Bolingbroke's

obfervation upon a paffage in one of Swift's Letters fully

verified ;
where he fays, he had made a maxim whjch

ouo-ht to be written in letters of diamond,
" That a wife

man fhould have money in his head, but riot. in,, hi?

heart.'*

To which his Lordfnip replies, ". That, a wife

man fhould take care how he lets money
get.. too much

into his head, for it would moft affuredly defcend. to the

heart, the feat of the
paffions."

And yet this vice, which daily increafed, and made

him act drudgingly and fordidly in all other articles ofex-

pence, had no effect upon his charities, which were con

tinued as ufual. I had a remarkable inftance given me

of this by Mrs. Sican, two years after this period, wheri

his avarice was at the height. She had called on him

one morning, and upon the ufual question being afked

of,
" What news

?"

faid, a very melancholy affair had

happened the night before to an acquaintance of hers,

one Mr. Ellis, a cabinet maker, whofe houfe and goods

were deftroyed by fire •, and as he was a young man juft

beginning the world, newly married, fhe was afraid it

would prove his ruin, unlefs he was relieved by charita

ble contributions. Swift afked what character he bore ?

She faid an exceeding good one, for fobriety, indufby,

and
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arid integrity. The Dean then went to his defk, and

brought out five broad Portugal pieces, which paffed ac

that time in Dublin for four pounds each* vand gave them

to her as his fubfeription:

Dr. Sheridan, finding himfelf difappointed in .all his

expedtatiohs on his removal, continued at Cavari but lit

tle more thart Pwo years ; when he fold his fchool and re

turned to Dublin. While a houfe was preparing for

him, he took up his abode as ufual at the Deanery*

where he Was feized with a fit of illnefs,. which confined

him for fome Weeks to his chamber. The Dean was not

in a condition at that time to afford him any confolation*

nor in a difpofition of mind to be troubled with a fick

o-ueft. A longer fit than ufual of his old complaint, had

deprived him of all fociety, and left him a prey to
the'

horror of his own thoughts. He had long been weary of

the world* arid all that was in it. He had no profpect

of relief but from deadi, for which he moft ardently

wifhed* even when his ftate was hot fo bad. For fomd

years before* he never took leave of a friend iri an even-

ino-, but he coriflantly added,
"

Well* God blefs you,>

and I hope I fhall never fee you again
*."

In this hope

lefs ftate* deprived of all the comforts of life, no wonder

if he was dead alfo. to the feelings of friendfhip. Wheri

the Doctor had fufficiently recovered to be able to go a-

*. TThat he was weary oflife, appears in many parages of-his letters*
and the following anecdote will fhew how much he wifhed for death.

Iii, the year 1739, three years after his memory had firft declined*

he had been ftanding with a Clergyman under a very large heavy pier

glafs, which, juft as they had moved to another pait of the room*

fcli down fuddenly, and broke to pieces. The Clergyman, Article

With a fenfe of the danger they had efcaped, turned to Swift, and

cried out, What a mercy it is that we moved the moment we did, fed

ifwehadnot, we fhould certainly have been both killed. Swift re

plied,
" Had you been out of the cafe, I Ihould have been happy

to'

have remained
there."

Z broad,
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broad, he was apologifmg to the Dean for the trouble he

had given him *■ faying,
" I fear, Mr. Deari, I have

been an expenfive lodger to you this
bout."

- Upon

which Mrs. W——

,
a relation of the Dean's, who then

chiefly managed his affairs, and who happened to be pre-

fent, brifkly faid, it is in your power, Doctor, eafily to

remedy this, by removing to another lodging. Swift

was filent. The poor Doctor was quite thunder-flruck.

As this Lady had always profeffed great friendfhip for

him, and lay under confiderable obligations to him, he

quickly faw that this muft have been done by Swift's di

rection ; in which he was confirmed by his filence on the

occafion. He immediately left the houfe, in all that an-

guifh of mind, which a heart poffeffed of the warmefl

friendfhip muft feel, upon the abrupt breach of one of

fo long a Handing, and fo fincere on his part; nor did he

ever enter it again *. He lived but a fhort time after

this. His friend and phyfician, Dr. Helfham, foretold

the manner, and almoft the very time of his death, He

faid his diforder was a polypus in the heart, which was

fo far advanced, that it would probably put an end to his

exiftence in a fhort time, and fo fuddenly, as to give bin*

no warning of it ; and therefore recommended it to him

to fettle his affairs. The Doctor upon this, retired to a

houfe of one of his fcholars, Mr. O'Callaghan, at Rath-

farnham, three miles from Dublin, In a few days he

fent for 'his friend and namefake, Counfelfor Sheridan, to

The flory told by a lying biographer, in a work pubMed under

the name of Theophilus Cibber, and fince transferred into a note on

the Dean's Works is utterly falfe. It is there, related, that the-Doc-

tor being in fear of his creditors, had retired for refuge to the Deanery,

and one evening requelling a bottle of wine, the Dean grudgingly

aiifwered, though he had given him a lodging, he had not promifed

to furnifh him with wine for the Doctor, at that time, did not owe

a (hilling in the world ; having fold a great part »f his landed pro

perty to pay his debts.

draw
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draw his will •, and when that was done, he feemed cheer

ful and In good fpirits. The Counfellor, and a brother

of Mr. O'Callaghan's, who had lent him his houfe, up
on being called away to another part of the kingdom,
dined with him that day. Soon after dinner, the conver

fation happened, to turn on the weather, and one of them

obferved, that the wind was eaflerly. The Doctor upon

this, faid,
" let it blow Eaft, Weft, North, or South,

the immortal foul will take its to the deftined
point.'*

Thefe,were the laft words he ever fpoke, for he

immediately funk back in his chair, and expired without

a groan, or the fmalleft ftruggle. His friends thought

he had fallen afleep, and in that belief retired to the gar

den, that they might not difturb his repofe; but on

their return* after an hours walk, to their- great aftonifh-

ment, phey found he was dead. Upon opening the bo

dy, Doctor Helfoam's fagacious prognoftic proved to be

true, as the polypus in the heart was difcovered to be

the immediate caufe of his death. I know not whether

it is worth mentioning, that the furgeon faid, he never

faw fo large a heart in any human body.

It is with reluctaftce I have dwelt Jo long on this part

of Swift's life 5 but as many reprefentations of his con

duct at that juncture, founded on truth too, had got a-

broad, much to the difadvantage of his character, I

thought it neceffary to draw at full length a picture of his

ftate of mind at that time, to fhew how unreafonable it

is to impute faults to the found and perfect man, which

were the natural confequence of the decay of his facul

ties, the infirmities of age, and cruel difeafe j by which

fo total a change was made in him, that fcarce any thing
of his former felf remained. Among the charges againft

him, none bore more hard than his latter behaviour to

:Dr. Sheridan, for which I have already accounted. In

their whole intercourfe, previous to that period, I have

Z 2 fhewn
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fhewn how fincere a friend be had always proved himfelf

to be * and afterwards, when his. underftanding was gone,

and his memory failed, when fome former feelings of tha

heart only remained, I had a ftrong inftance given me by
his fervant William, how deep afl

imprefnon"

the Doctor

had made there; who told me that when he was in that!

ftate, the Dean, every day, for a long time, conftantly

afked him the fame queftion—
"
William, did you know

Doctor Sheridan
?"

Yes, Sir, very well—and then, with

a heavy figh,. Oh I loft my right hand when I loft him,

SECTION ViL

Having; thus finifhed the Life of Swift, arid

in a regular feries all that I thought moft worthy to be:

recorded, I have purpofely referved to a feparate part of

the Work, fuch Anecdotes, Memoirs, and detached

Pieces, as could not have been interwoven into the hif-

tory, without much interruption. This was the method

purfued by that great Biographer Plutarch* and that is

the part of his> Work, which* in general, is read with

moft pleafure. There is a wonderful curiofity in man

kind to pry into the fecret act-ions of men, who have

made a diftinguiihed figure in public* as it is from pri

vate Anecdotes alone that a true eftimate can be formed

of their real characters* fince the other may be affumed

only to anfwer the purpofes of ambition. Even circum

ftances in themfelves trifling, often lead 'to this, and on:

that account are regiftered with care, and read with avi

dity. 1 fhall, therefore,- without farther preface, relate

fuch Anecdotes of Swift,, as have come to my
knowledge,.

and have not hitherto been made known to the world,

as they rife in my memory •, but fhall fet down none,

which I have not good reafon to believe authentic* as I

received mcft of them from my father ;. others from His,

and
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and the Dean's intimate friends * and fome came within

my own knowledge.

We have already feen that foon after the Dean's ac

quaintance with Doctor Sheridan commenced, being
both equally fond of the bagatelle, they were laying
themfelves out for various contrivances to create inno

cent fport. There happened to arrive in town at this

time, one Gibbons, who had been a contemporary of

the Doctor's in the College, but had been abfent in the

country for fome years. On his arrival he renewed his

acquaintance with Doctor Sheridan. He had a great

fimplicity of character, which made it eafy to impofe

on him, and certain oddities and peculiarities, which

rendered him a proper fubject for a practical joke. A

plan was immediately concerted between them, that

Swift -fhould perfonate the character of a diftreffed Cler

gyman, under the name of Jodrel, applying to Doctor

Sheridan to be made one of his Ufhers. A time was

appointed for their meeting at the Doctor's an hour be

fore dinner, and feveral of their fet were invited to be

prefent at the fport. When they were affembled, Swift

as Jodrel, entered the room in an old rufly gown, and

lank fhabby perriwig, which were provided at the Doc

tor's for the purpofe.
'

As he was an excellent mimick,

.he
perfonated the character of an aukward Country

Parfon to the life. Gibbons was requefted by the Doc

tor to examine him, in order to fee whether he was fit

for the poft; and Jodrel gave fuch anfwers to the que-

flions afked by Gibbons, as afforded high entertain

ment to all prefent. One of his queftions was,
"What

is Chrift's
Church?"

To which Jodrel replied, "A

great pile of building near the four
Courts."

—For fo

that church is called. On which Gibbons exclaimed,

*' Was there ever fuch a blockhead ? Who the devil put

•you in orders V The fport occafioned by this was too

1 3
rich
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rich to be foddenly given up. Gibbons, Jodrel, and

the other guefts met feveral times at dinner, where

Jodrel's behaviour was always aukward and abford.

One time he held out his plate with both his hands,

flretching it in the moft ridiculous pofture quite acrofs

the table, which provoked Gibbons to call him fool!'

dunce ! and even to give him a flap on the Wrift with

the flat of his knife * at the fame time fhewing him how

he ou^ht to hold his plate, or that he fhould fend it by
one of the fervants. When this fort of amufement

was adjudged to have continued long enough, Doctor
■

Sheridan delivered a meffage to Gibbons from the

Dean, inviting him to dine with him. Gibbons", who

had expreffed a great ambition to be known to Swift^

received the meffage with tranfport, but faid* fure he

won't afk that fool Jodrel. Sheridan told him he might

let his heart at reft, for that the Dean never had, nor

never would afk him as long as he lived. Wheri the

appointed day came, Gibbons went with the Doctor, to

the Deanery, who placed him at a window from which

he could fee the Dean returning from prayers. He was

dreffed that day in as high a flyle as the clerical func

tion will allow ; in a paduafoy gown, fquare velvet cap,

He. Gibbons looked at him with great atterition, ahd

turning to Sheridan with much perturbation of counte

nance, cried out, why Doctor, that is Jodrel. Peace,

fool, faid the Doctor, I was very near lofing the Dean's

acquaintance, by happening to fay that Jodrel had forne

refemblance to him. When the Dean entered the

chamber where they were, Gibbons changed colour,

and in great confufion faid to Sheridan, by my foul It

is Jodrel—What fhall I do? Sheridan, then fmiledj fa

did the Dean, and opened the matter to Gibbons in fuch

a way as to fet him at ea'fe, and make him pafs the re

mainder of the day very pleafantly. But Swift had not

yec
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yet done with him. He had perceived that though

Gibbons had no pretentions to fcholarfhip, he had a

good deal of vanity on that feore, and was refolved to

mortify him. He had before-hand prepared Mrs. John

fon in a paffage of Lucretius, wherein are thefe lines :

■» ' Medioque in fonte leporum,
Surgit amari aliquid.

Among their evening amufements, Mrs, Johnfon call

ed for Lucretius, as an Author fhe was well acquainted

with, and requefled of Gibbons to explain that paffage

ro her. Why, fays he, there can be nothing more

eafy, and began immediately to conftrue it in thefchool-

boys fafhion,
" Que and medio in fonte, in the middle of

a fountain, leporum, of hares.—No, Mr. Gibbons, in
terrupted Mrs. Johnfon, if that word fignifies hares, it

would be a falfe quantity in the verfe, the 0 being ne-

ceffarily long in the laft foot of the line, whereas the 0

in leporum, when it fignifies hares, is fhort. Poor

Gibbons was quite confounded, acknowledged his er

ror, and did not choofe to give any farther proofs of

his erudition, before a Lady fo profoundly fkilled in

Latin.

As Swift was fond of fcenes in low life, he miffed no

opporrunity of being prefent at them, when they fell

in his way. Once when he was in the country, he re

ceived intelligence that there was to be a beggar's wed

ding in the neighbourhood. He was refolved not to

mifs the opportunity of feeing fo curious a ceremony j

and that he might enjoy the whole completely, propo-

fed to Dr. Sheridan that he fhould go thither difguifed

as a blind fidler, with a bandage over his eyes, and he

would attend him as his man to lead him. Thus ac

coutred they reached the fcene of
action,'

where the

Z 4 bliiid
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Wind fidler was received with joyful fhouts. They
had plenty of meet and drink, and plied the fidler and

his man with more than was agreeable to them. Never

was a more joyous wedding feen. They fong* they

danced, told their ftories, cracked jokes, He. in a vein

qf humour more entertaining to the two guefts, than

they probably could have found in any other meeting

on a like occafion.
'

When they were about to depart,

they pulled out their leather pouches, and rewarded the

fidler very handfomely. The next day the Dean and

the Doctor walked out in their ufual drefs, and found

their companions of the preceding evening, feattered

about in different parts of the road, and the neighbour

ing village, all begging their charity in doleful ftrains,
and telling difmal ftories of their diftrefs. Among
thefe, they found fome upon crutches, who had dan

ced very nimbly at the wedding * others flone blind,

who were perfectly clear fighted at the feaft. The

Doctor diftributed among them the money which he

had received as his pay; but the Dean, who mortally

hated thofe flurdy vagrants, rated them foundly; told

them in what manner he had been prefent at the wed

ding, and was let into their roguery, and affu red them,

if they did not immediately apply to honeft labour, he

would have them taken up, and fent to jail. Where

upon the lame once more recovered their
legs,"

and the

blind their eyes, fo as to make a very precipitate re

treat.

When the Dean was at Quilca, a country feat of

Dr. Sheridan's, on a fmall eftate which he poffeffed in

the county of Cavan, during the Doctor's abfence,

who could only pafs his fchool vacations there, he acted

as Bailiff,, in foperintending the Works then carrying
on. He had a mind to furprife the Doctor, on his next

vifit, with fome improvements made at his own expence.

Accordingly
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Accordingly he had a canal cut of fome extent, and at

the end of it, by tranfplanting fome young trees, formed
an arbour, which he called Stella's bower, and fur-

rounded fome acres of land about it with a dry flone

wall (for the country afforded no lime) the materials

of which were taken from the forface of the ground,

which was very ftony. The Dean had given ftrict

charge to ail about him to keep this fecret in order to

furprife the Doctor on his arrival; but he had in the

mean time received intelligence of all that was going

forward. On his coming to Quilca, the Dean took an

•early opportunity of walking with him carelefsly to-

:wards'this new.feene. The Doctor feemed not to take

the leaft notice of any alteration, and with a moft in-

■flexible countenance continued to talk of indifferent

matters. Confound your flupidity, faid Swift, in a

•rage, why you blockhead don't you fee the great im

provements I have been making here ? Improvements,
•Mr. Dean * why I fee a long bog-hole out of which I

fuppofe you have cut the turf; you have removed fome

;of the young trees 1 think to a worfe fituation; as to

■ taking the ftones from the forface of the ground, 1 al

low that is a ufeful work, as the grafs will grow. the

better for it; and placing them about the field in that

form, will make it more eafy to carry .them off. Plague

on your Irifh tafte, fays Swift; this is juft what I ought

to have expected from you ; but neither you nor your

forefathers ever made fuch an improvement ; nor will

you be able while you live to do any thing like it.

The Doctor was refolved to retaliate on the Dean the

firft opportunity. It happened when he was down

there in oneof his vacations, that the Dean was abfent

for a few days on a vifit elfewhcre. He took this op

portunity of employing a great number of hands to

make an ifiand iri the middle of phe lake, where the

water
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water^ was twenty feet deep ; an arduous work in ap

pearance, but not hard to be executed in a place

abounding
with large flones upon the forface of the

o-round, and where long heath grew every where in

great plenty; for by placing quantities of thofe flones

in large bundles of heath, the fpace was foon filled

up, and a large ifland formed. To cover this a fuffi*

cient quantity of earth and green fods were broughr,

-and feveral well grown offers, and other aquatics, were

removed to it. The Doctor's fecret was better kept

than Swift's ; who, on his return, walked towards the

lake, and feeing the New Ifland, cried out in aftonifh-

ment, "Heigh! how the water of the lake is funk

in this fhort time to difcover that ifland of which there

was no trace before ! Greatly funk indeed, obferved

the Doctor with a fneer, if it covered the tops of thofe

oziers. Swift then faw he had been fairly taken in, and

acknowledged the Doctor had got the better of him,
both in his ftratagem, and the beauty of his improve

ment.

Many were their contrivances to play tricks on each

other as occafions offered, and it feldom happened but

that where one focceeded, a fpeedy retaliation enfued.

The Dean, the Doctor, another Gentleman, and the

Bifhop of Meath, once fet out together from Dublin,

to pafs fome days at a friend's houfe in the -country.

The Bifhop had faid that he fhould not be able to vifit

his diocefe for fome time, as his houfe was rebuilding;

upon which Swift made him a tender of his houfe at

Laracor, till his own fhould be ready for him. The

difcourfe naturally fell upon country feats ; and Sheri

dan enlarged a good deal upon the beauties of Quilca;

which though at that time in a very rude ftate, to ufe

a modern phrafe, had certainly great capabilities.

Swift exclaimed, my Lord, do you hear that vapouring
feab?
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.fcab ? I will fbew you an exact picture of that place

which he has painted in fuch fine colours. Upon which

he put his hand in his pocket, and, for the firft time,

produced that ludicrous copy of verfes on Quilca, fince
printed in his Works. This occafioned a good deal of

daughter at the Doctor's expence, who bore it patiently
for fome time, but meditated fpeedy revenge. He then

pretended to be weary of the coach, and faid he would

mount his horfe, which was led, and go before to pre

pare breakfaft for them at the inn.. He made what

fpeed he could, and upon his arrival there, inftantly
called for peri, ink, and paper, and wrote the Poem,
deferibing the Dean's goods at Laracor. Upomfeeing
a beggar at the door, the thought flruck him to have

this prefented to the Bifhop by way of petition. He

accordingly folded it up in that form, and gave the

beggar his leffon when and how he was to prefent it.

When breakfaft was over, and they had all got into

the coach, the beggar with much importunity, ftretched
his hand out with the petition to the Bifhop. Swift,
always at enmity with thefe vagrants, begged of his

Lordfhip not to receive it, and was calling out to the

coachman to drive on, when the Bifhop, who had been

let into the fecret by Sheridan, flopped him, and open

ing the petition, kept it clofe to his eyes, fo that no

one elfe might fee its contents, and for fome time feemed

to read it with attention. He then gave the poor man

a fhilling, and faid he would examine into the truth of

what was there fet down, when he returned. Swift

for a long time after indulged himfelfon his ufual topic,

inveighing ftrongly againft giving encouragement to fuch

flurdy vagabonds, who were the perls of fociery, He.

He. The Bifhop at laft intenupting him faid, "In

deed, Mr. Dean, if what is here fet forth be true, the

man is a real object of companion, as you fhall
fee."

3 Upon



348 THE LIFE OF

Upon which he read aloud the following conPents of

the paper.

A Prue and faithful Inventory of the Goods belonging
to Doctor Swift, Vicar of Laracor ; upon his offer

ing to lend his houfe to the Bifhop of Meath, untill

his own was built.

An oaken, broken, elbow-chair;

A caudle cup, without an ear ;

A barter'd, fhatter'd, afh bedflead j

A box of deal without a lid ;

A pair of tongs, but out of joint ;

A back-fword poker, without point;

A pot that's crack'd acrofs, around;

With an old knotted garter bound ;

An iron lock without a key ;
A wig with hanging, quite grown grey;

A curtain worn to half a flripe;

A pair of bellows, without pipe ;

A difh which might good meet afford oncei

An Ovid, and an old Concordance;

A bottle bottom, wooden platter ;
One is for meal, and one for water j

There likewife is a copper fkillet;
Which runs as faft out, as you fill it;
A candleftick, Vnuff-difh, and fave-all,
And thus his houfehold goods you have all.

Thefe to your Lordfhip, as a friend,
Till you have built, I freely lend ;

They'll ferve your Lordfhip for a fhift j

Why not, as well as Doctor Swift
?'

Thus were tne tables turned upon the Dean, and a
good deal of mirth indulged at his expence.

When
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When he Was at Quilca he went one Sunday to a

church at the diftance of more than two hours ride*

The Parfon of the parifh "invited him to dinner, but

Swift eXcufed himfelf by faying that it was too far to

ride home afterwards; no, I fhall dine with my neigh

bour Reilly at Virginy, which is half way home.

Reilly, who was what is called there a Gentleman

Fftmer, was proud of the honour, and immediately
difpatched a meffenger to his wife to prepare for the re

ception of fo extraordinary a gueft. She dreffed her--

felf out in her beft apparel ; the fon put on his new

fuit, and his filver laced hat adorned his head. Whera

the Lady
was- introduced to the pean, he faluted hef

with the fame refpect as if fhe had been a Duchefs>

making feveral eonges down to the ground, and then

handed her with great formality to her feat. After fom«

high flown compliments, he addreffed his hofl—" Mr.

Reilly, I fuppofe you have a confiderable eflate here j

let us go and look over your
demefne."

Eflate, fays

Reilly ! Devil a foot of land belongs to' me or any 0?

my generation. I have a pretty good leafe here indeed

from Lord Fingal, but he threatens that he will not re

new it, and I have but a few years of it to come.

" Well—but when am I to fee Mrs. Reilly
?" "

Why
don't you fee her there before

you?"

"That Mrs.-

Reilly ! impoffible ! I have heard' fhe is a prudent wo

man, and as fuch would never drefs herfelf out in filksy

and other ornaments, fit only for Ladies of fafhion.

No—Mrs. Reilly the farmer's wife, would never wear

any thing better than plain fluff, with other things-

fuitable to
it;"

Mrs. Reilly happened to be a woman

of good fenfe, and taking the hint, immediately with*

drew, changed her drefs as fpeedily as poffible, and in

a fhort time returned to the parlour in her common apt

garel. Swift faluted her in the moft friendly manner*

taking,
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takin°- her by the hand and faying,
" I am heartily glad

to fee you Mrs. Reilly. This hufband of your's would

fain have palmed a fine Lady upon me, all dreffed out

in filks, and in the pink of the mode, for his wife,

but I was not to be taken in
fo."

He then laid hold of

young
matter's fine laced hat; with his pen-knife rip

ped off the lace, and folding it up in feveral papers,

thruft it into the fire. When it was fufficiently burnt,

he wrapped it up in frefh paper, and put it in his poc*

ket. It may be fuppofed that the family was put into

no fmall confufion at this flrange proceeding; but they

did not dare to fhew that they rook any umbrage at it,

as the prefence of Swift ftruck every one with uHcom-

mon awe, who were not well acquainted with him. ■

However as he foon refumed his good humour, en

tertaining them with many pleafantries to their tafte

(for no man knew better how to adapt his converfation

to all claffes of people) they foon recovered their fpi-

rits, and the day was paffed very cheerfully. When he

was taking his leave, he faid, I do not intend to rob

you Mrs. Reilly ; I fhall take nothing belonging to you

away with me ; there's your fon's hat-iace, I have only

changed the form of it to a much better one. So God

blefs you, and thanks for your good entertainment.

When he was gone, Mrs. Reilly, upon opening the

paper, found there were four guineas inclofed in it, to

gether with the burnt lace. While he flayed in the

country, he kept an eye upon them, and found his lef

fons had not been thrown away, as they were cured of

their vanities, and lived in a manner more confonant

to their fituation in life. In confequence of which, one

of the firft things he did on his return to Dublin, was

to pay a vifit to Lord Fingal, and engage him to renew

Reilly's leafe; without which the poor man would, in

a few years, have had nothing for his own or his fa-

rnily's fopporr.

During
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During his refidence at Quilca he wrote a great part

of his Gulliver's Travels, and prepared the whole
for^

the prefs. While he was upon the fubject of the Brob-

dingnaggs, he ufed frequently to invite a Mr. Doughty,
who lived in that neighbourhood to dine with him.

He was of a gigantic ftature; and fuppofed to be the

ftrongeft man in Ireland, as well as the rnoft active.

Swift ufed. to take great deljght in feeing him perform?

feveral of his feats, fome of which were of fo extraordi

nary a nature, that I fhould be afraid to relate them,

left it fhould impeach my credibility. Among thefe,

Swift- afked him whether he could carry on his back

a mank's-horfe which happened to be in the court-yard

at that time. Doughty, after having tied his- legs, im

mediately took him up and threw him on his fhoulders,
with the fame eafe that another man would lift a fheep,

and walked about with him for a long time without

fhrinking at all under his burthen. It happened one

day that a Gentleman of that neighbourhood, well

known in the country by the nameof Killbuck Tuite^

dined with the Dean at Quilcawhen Doughty was there.

He was a blunt free-fpoken man, no reipecter of per

fons, and flood in awe of no one, let his rank or cha

racter be what it would. After dinner, Swifc afked him

whether he could direct him the road to Market-hill.

Tuite faid he did not know it. That is the
.way, faid

Swift, with all you Irifh blockheads; you never know

the'way to any place beyond the next dunghill. Why,

anfwered Tuite, I never was at Market-hill ; have not

you been there Mr. Dean ? He acknowledged he hach

Then what a damned Englifh blockhead are you, re

plied Killbuck, to find fault with me for not directing;

you the way to a place where I never had been, when

you don't know it yourfelf, who have been there.

Swift, with a countenance of great counterfeited terror,

immediately
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immediately rofe and changed feats with Doughty, whd

happened to be next to him, placing the giant between

him and Tuite to protect him againft that wild man*

and fkulking behind him like a child, with well acted

fear to the no fmall entertainment of the company*

who however, were not ferry that the Dean had met

with his match. And the fame of Killbuck for this

bold retort on the Dean, of whom all the world flood

in awe, was fpread through the country.

Swift had got the character of a morofe* ill-natured

man, chiefly from a practice of his to which he con-

flanfly adhered; Whenever he fell into the company

of any
perfon for the firft time, it was his cuftom to try

their tempers and difpofition, by fome abrupt queiliort

that bore the appearance of rudenefs. If this were well

taken, and anfwered with good humour, he afterwards

made amends by his civilities. But if he faw any.marks

of refentment from alarmed pride, vanity, or conceit*

he dropped all farther intercourfe with the party. This

will be illuftrated by an anecdote of that fort related

by Mrs. Pilkington. After fopper, the Dean having
decanted a bottle of wine, poured what remained into

a glafs, and feeing it v/as muddy, prefented it to Mn

Pilkington to drink it;
" for," faid he,

" I always keep
fome poor parfon to drink the foul wine for

me."

Mr*

Pilkington, entering into his humour, thanked him,

and told him, he did not know the difference* but was

glad to get a glafs at any
rate."

"Why
then,"

faid

the Dean,
"
you fhan't, for I'll drink it myfelf. Why

p
—x take you, you are wifer than a paltry Curate*

whom I allied to dine with me a few days ago ; for,

upon my making the fame fpeech to him, he faid, he

did not underftand fuch ufage, and fo walked off with

out his dinner. By the fame token, I told the Gentle*

man who recommended him to me, that the fellow was;

a blockhead, and I had done with
him."

Captain
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Captain -Hamilton, of Caflle Hamilton, in
'

the

County of Cavan, gave me the following account of

-his firft acquaintance with Swift. The Captain
was1

poffeffed of one of the largefteflates and beft houfes in

the County, where he conftantly refided and lived in a-

moft hofpitable Way. He had a good natural under

ftanding, but utterly unimproved through a neglect in

his education. He was cheerful, good natured, and

generous in the higheft degree. A long friendfhip had

fubfifted between Sir Arthur Achefon and him, and

they ufually paffed two months in the year at each others

houfe alternately. It happened that Captain Hamilton

paid one of thefe vifits when Swift was there. Sir Ar

thur,'

upon hearing of his friend's arrival, ran out to

receive hirri at the door, followed by Swift. The Cap
tain, who did not fee the Dean, as it was in the dufk of

the evening, in his blunt way, upon entering the houfe,

exclaimed, that he was very forry he was fo unfortu

nate to choofe that time for his vifit—Why fo ?—^Be

caufe I hear Dean Swift is with you. He is a great

fcholar, a wit ; a plain Country 'Squire will have but a

bad time of it in his company, and I don't like to be

laughed at. Swift then ftepped up to the Captain, from

behind Sir Arthur, where he had flood, and faid to him,

"Pray, Captain Hamilton, do you know how to fay
yes or no properly

?"

Yes, I think I have underftand

ing enough for that. " Then give me your hand—de

pend upon it you and I will agree very
well."

The

Captain told me he never paffed two months fo plea-

fantly in his life, nor had ever met with fo agreeable a

companion as Swift proved to be during the whole time.

Infomuch, that at parting he preffed him moft cor

dially to pafs the next fummer with him at Caflle-Ha-

milton.

There lived at that time in Ireland a Gentleman of

the name of Mathew, whofe hillory is well worth re-

A.a cording,
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cording, although in a great part it may appear digref-

five. He was poffeffed of a large eflate in the fi.nefl

county of that kingdom, Tipperary : which produced;

3 clear rent of eight thoufand a year. As he delighted

in a country life,, he refolved to build a large commo

dious houfe for the reception of guefts, fufroanded by
fifteen hundred acres- of his choiceft land,, all laid out

upon a- regular plan of improvement,, according to. the

new adopted mode of Englifh gardening (which had

fupplanted the bad Dutch tafte bsought in by King
William)r and ofwhich he was the firft who fet the ex

ample in Ireland j, nor was there any improvement of

that fort then inEngland, which was comparable to his,

either in point of beauty or extent. As this defign was

formed early in life,, in order to aceomplifh his poinr,.

Without incurring any debt on
his- eflate,. he retired.to

the Continent for feven, years, and lived upon fix hun

dred pounds a year, while the remaining income of his-

eflate was employed in carrying on thegreat works he

had planned there. When all was completed,, he re

turned to his native country* and after fome timepafleri

in the metropolis, to revive the old, and- cultivate new

acquaintance^ he retired to his feat at Thomas^town to

pafs the remainder of his days there. As he was one

of the fineft Gentlemen of the age, and poffeffed of fo

large a property,, he found no difficulty during his re-

iidence in Dublin, to get accefs to all, whofe character

for talents,, or probity, made him defirous to-c»kivate

their acquaintance. Gut of thefe,. he felected fuch as

were moft conformable to his tafte, inviting them to

pafs fuch leifure time as they might have upon their

hands, at Thomas-town. As there was- fomething- un

commonly fingular in his mode of living, fuch as I

believe was- never carried into practice by any
roc#sal

before,, in an- equal degree*. I fancy the readdrwiil.not

b&
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fee difpleafed with an accounp of the particulars of it,

though it may appear foreign to the fubject in hand.

His houfe had been chiefly contrived to anfwer the

rioble purpofe of that conftant hofpitality, which he in

tended to maintain therei It contained forty commo

dious apartments for guefts* with fuitable accommodat

ions to their fervants. Each apartment was com

pletely furnilhed with evefy convenience that could be

wanted* even to the minuteft article. When a gueft

arrived, he fhewed liim his apartment, faying* this is

your Caftle, here you are Po command as abfolutely as

in your own houfe; you may breakfaft, dine and fop
here whenever you pleafe, and invite foch of the guefts

to accompany you as may be moft agreeable to you.

He then fhewed him the common parlour* where he

faid a daily ordinary was kept at which he might

dine when it was more agreeable to him to mix in fo

ciety; but from this moment you are never to know me

as mafter of the houfe, and only to confider me as one

of the guefts. In order to put an end to all ceremony

at meal-time, he took his place at random at the table,
and-

thus all ideas of precedence being laid afide* the

guefts feated themfelves promifeuoufly, wiPhout any re

gard Po difference of rarik or quality. There was a

large room fit-ted up exactly like a Coffee-houfe, where

a bar-maid andwaiters attended to furnifh refreftiments

at all times of the day. Here, foch as chofe it, break -

fafled at their own hour. It was furnifhed With Chefs-

boards, Back-gammon
*

Tables, Newfpapers, Pam

phlets, He. in all the forms of a City Coffee-houfe*

But the moft extraordinary circumftance in his whole

domeftic arrangement, was that of a detached room in

one of the extremities of the houfe^ called the Tavern'.

As he was himfelf a very temperate man, and many of

his guefts were of the fame difpofition, the quantity of

A a 2 win^
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wine for the ufe of the common room was but mode

rate ; but as drinking was much in fafhion in. thofe

,days,
in order to gratify fuch of his guefts as had in

dulged themfelves in that cuftorn, he had recourfe to

above-mentioned contrivance; and it was- the cuf

torn of all who loved a cheerful glafs, to adjourn to

the tavern foon after dinner, and leave the more fober

folks to themfelves. Here a waiter in a blue apron at

tended (as was the fafhion then) and all things in the

room were contrived fo as to humour the illufion.

Here, every one called for what liquor they like,d, with

as little reftraint as if they were really in a public-

houfe, and to pay their fhare of the reckoning. Here

too, the midnight orgies of Bacchus were often cele

brated, with the fame noify mirth as is cuftomary in his

City Temples, without in the leaft difturbing the re-

pofe of the more fober part of the family. Games of

all forts were allowed, but under foch reftrictions as to

prevent gambling; and fo as to anfwer their true end,

that of amufement, without injury to the purfe of the

players. There were two Billiard-tables, and a
large'

bowling-green; ample provifion was made for all fuch

as delighted in country fports; fifhing tackle of all

forts ; variety of guns with proper ammunition ; a pack

of book- hounds, another of fox-hounds, and another

of harriers. He Conftantly kept twenty choice hunters

in his Arables for the ufe of thofe who were not properly
mounted for the chace. It may be thought that his in

come was not fofficient to fupport fo expenfive an efta-

blifoment; but when it is confidered that eight thou

fand a year at that time was fully equal to double that

fum at prefent; that his large demefoe, in fome of the

richefl foil of Ireland, furnifhed the houfe with every

neceffary except groceries and wine; it may be fuppo

fed to be eafily practicable if under
.the

regulation of

a ftrict.
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a ftrict ceconomy ; of which no man was a greater maf

ter. I am told his plan was fo well formed, and he had

fuch checks upon all his domeftics, that it was impof-

fible there could be any wafte, or that any article from

the larder, or a fingle bottle of wine from the cellar

could have been purloined, without imme'diate detec

tion. This was done partly by the choice
of'

faithful

Stewards, and Clerks of approved - integrity;
but'

chiefly by his own fuperintendance of the whole, as not

a day paffed without having all the accounts of the

preceding one laid before him. This he was enabled

to do by his early rifing; and the bufinefs being finifh-

ed before others were out of their beds, he always ap

peared the moft difengaged man in the houfe, and

feemed to have as little concern in the conduct of it as

any of the guefts. And indeed to a ftranger he might

eafily pafs for foch, as he made it a point that no one

fhould conGder hirn in the light of mafter of the houfe,
nor pay him the leaft civilities on that fcore; which he,

carried fo far, that he fometimes went abroad without

giving-

any notice, and flaid away feveral days, while

things went on as ufual at home; and on his return,

he would not allow any gtatulations to be made him,

nor any other notice to be taken of him, than if he had

not been abfent during that time. The arrangements

of every fort were fo prudently made, that no multi

plicity of guefts or their domeftics, ever occafioned

any diforder, and all things were conducted with the

fame eafe and regularity, as in a private family. There

was one point which feemed of great difficulty, that of

eftablifhing certain fignals, by which each fervant might

know when he was fommoned to his mailer's apart

ment. For this purpofe there was a great hall appro

priated to their ufe, where they always affembled when

they were not upon duty. Along the wall bells were

A a 3 ranged
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ranged in order, one to each apartment, with the num-,

ber of the chamber marked over it ; fo that when any

one of them was rung, they had only to turn their

eyes to the bell, and fee what fervant was called. He

was the firft who put an end to that inhofpitable cus

tom of giving vales to fervants, by making a fuitable

addition to their wages ; at the fame time affuring them,

that if they ever took any afterwards, they fhould be

difcharged with difgrace; and to prevent temptation,

the guefts were informed that Mr. Mathew would con-.

fider it as the higheft affront, if any offer of -that fore

were made. As Swift had heard much of this place

from Dr. Sheridan, who had been often a welcome gueft

there, both on account of his companionable qualities,

and as being preceptor to the nephew ofMr. Mathew,

he was defirous of feeing with his own eyes whether

the report of it were true, which he could-

not help

thinking to

have"

been much exaggerated. Upon re-i

ceiying an intimation of this from Dr. Sheridan, Mr.-

Mathew wrote a polite letter to the Dean, requefting
the honour of a vifit in company with the Doctor, on

his next fchool vacation. They fet out accordingly on

horfeback, attended by a Gentleman who was a near

relation of Mr.. Mathew, and from whom I received

the whole of the following account. They had fcarce

reached the inn where they were to pafs the firft night,

and which, like moft of the Irifo inns at that time, af

forded but miferable entertainment, when a coach and

fix horfes arrived, fent to convey them the remainder

of their journey to Thomas -town ; and at the feme

time bringing flore of the chpiceft viands, wine, and

other liquors for their refrefhment. Swift was highly
pleafed with this uncommon mark of attention paid

him, and the circumftance of the coach proved parti

cularly agreeable, as he had been a good deal fatigued

with
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with his day's journey. When phey came within fight

*>f the houfe, the Dean, aftonifhed at its magnitude,

■cried out, "What, in the name of God can be the ufe

Of foch a vaft
building?"

"Why, Mr,
Dean,"

re

plied their fellow-traveller before-
mentioned, "there

are no lefs than. forty apartments for guefts in that

houfe, and all of them probably occupied at this time,

except what are referred for
us."

Swifr, in his ufual

manner, called out to the coachman to flop, and bade

him turn about, and drive him back to Dublin, for he

could not think of mixing with fuch a croud.
" Well,"

faid hei afterwards fuddenly,
"
there is no remedy, I

muft 'febmk; but I have loft a fortnight of my
life."

Mr. Mathew received him at the door with uncomrnon

marks of refpect; and then conducting him to his

apartment, after fome compliments, made him his

ufual foeech; acquainting him with the cuftom-s of the

houfe, and retired, leaving him in poffeffion of his

Caftle. Soon after the cook appeared with his bill of

fare» to receive his directions about fopper, and the

butler at the fame time with a lift of wines and other

liquors. " And is all this really
fo,"

faid Swift,
"
and

may I command here as in myown
houfe?"

The Gentle

man before mentioned affured him he might, and Phat

nothing, could be more agreeable to the owner of that

manfion, "than that all under his roof fhould live con

formably to their own inclinations, without the leaft re-

ftraint. "

Well,
then,"

faid Swift,
" I invite you and

Dr. Sheridan to be my guefts while I flay, for J think

I fhall hardly be tempted to mix with the mob
below."

Three days were paffed in riding over the demefoe, and

viewing the feveral improvements, without ever feeing
Mr. Mathew, or any of the guefts; nor were the com

pany below much concerned at his abfence, as his very

name ufoally
infpired"

thofe who did not know him with

A a 4 awe,



360 THE LIFE OF

awe, and they were afraid his prefence would put an

end to that eafe and cheerfulnefs which reigned among

them. On the fourth day, Swift entered the room

where the company were affembled before dinner, and

addreffed Mr. Mathew in one of the fined compli-

menpal fpeeches that ever was made ; in which he ex

patiated on all the beauties of his improvements, with

phe fkill of an artift, and tafte of a connoiffeur. He

fhewed phat he had a full comprehenfion of the whole

of the plan, and of the judicious adaption ®f the

parts to the whole, and pointed out feveral articles

which had efcaped general obfervation. Such an adT

drefs, from a man of Swift's character, could not fail

of being pleafing to the owner, who was at the fame

time the planner of thefe improvements; andfofinean

eulogium from one who was fuppofed to deal more iu

fatyr than panegyric, was.likely to remove phe prejudice

entertained againft his character, and prepoffefs the reft

of the company in his favour. He concluded, his,

fpeech, by faying,
" And now, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am come to live among you, and it fhall be no faulp
of mine if we do not pafs our time

agreeably."

After

dinner, being in high fpirits, he entertained the com

pany with various pleafanrries : Doctor Sheridan and

he played inpo one another's, hands; they joked, they

punned, they laughed, and a general gaiety was diffq-

fed through phe whole company. In a fhort time all

conftrajnp on his account difappeared. He entered

readily into all their little fchemes of prompting mirth.,

and every day, with phe afnftance of his Coadjutor,
produced fome new one, which afforded a good deal

of fport and merriment, Never were fuch joyous

fcenes known there before * for, when to eafe and cheer

fulnefs, there is foperadded, at times, the higher zeft

of gay wit, lively fancy, and droll humour, nothing

can
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can be wanping to the perfection of the fecial pleafures

of life. When the time came which obliged Dr. She-

Tidan to return to -his fchool, the company were fo de
lighted with the Dean, that they earneftly inpreated him

to remain there fome time longer; and Mr. Mathew

himfelf for once broke through his rule of never folicit-

ing the flay of any gueft, (it being the eftablilhed cuf-

torn of the houfe that all might depart whenever they
thought proper, without any ceremony of leave-taking)
by joining in the requeft. Swift found himfelf fo

happy in his fituation there, that he readily yielded to

their folicitatioris, and inftead of the fortnight which he

had originally intended, paffed four months there much
to his own fatisfaction, and that of all thofe who vifited
the place during that time. Having gone fomewhat

out pf my way to give an account of the owner of this

happy manfion, I am tempted to digrefs a little farther

by relating an adventure he was engaged in, of fo lin

gular a kind, as deferves well to be recorded. It was

towards the latter end of Queen Anne's reign, when

Mr. Mathew returned to Dublin, after his long refi-

dence abroad, At that time party ran very high, but

raged no where with foch violence as in that City, in-

fomuch, that duels were every day fought there on that

fcore. There happened to be, at that time, two

.Gentlemen in London who valued themfelves highly
on their fkill in fencing; the name of one of them was

Pack, the other Creed-; the former a Major, the latter

a Captain in the army. Hearing of thefe dully exploits
in Dublin, they refolved, like two Knight-errants, to

go over in queft of adventures. Upon enquiry, they

learned that Mr. Mathew, lately arrived from France,
had the character of being one of the firft fwordfmen

in Europe, Pack, rejoiced to find an antagonift wor

thy of himj the firft opportunity to pick a

quarrel
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quarrel with him ; and meeting him as he was carried

along the flreet in his chair, joftled the fore-chairman,

Of this Mathew took no notice, as fuppofing it to be

accidental. But Pack afterwards boafled of it in the

public Coffee-houfe, faying, that he had purpofely of

fered this infult to that Gentleman, who had not the

fpirit to refent it. There happened to be prefent a par

ticular friend of Mr. Mathew's of the name of Mac

namara, a man of tried courage, and reputed the.beft

fencer in Ireland. He immediately took up the quar

rel, and faid, he was fure Mr. Mathew did not fuppofe

the affront intended, otherwife he would have chailifed

him on the fpot : but if the Major would let him know

where he was to be found, he fhould be waited on im

mediately on his friend's return, who was to dine that

day a little way out of town.
The Major faid that he

fhould be at the tavern over the way, where he and his

companions vould wait their commands. Immediately

on his arrival, Mathew being made acquainted vrith

what had paffed, went from the coffee-houfe to the ta

vern, accompanied by Macnamara. Being fhewn into

the room where the two Gentlemen were, after having
fecured the door, without any expoftulation, Mathew

and Park drew their fwordsj but Macnamara flopped

them, faying, he had fomething topropofe before they

proceeded to action. He faid, in cafes of this nature,

he never could bear to be a cool fpeclator, fo, Sir, (ad-

dreffing himfelf to Creed) if you pleafe, I fhall have

the honour of entertaining you in the fame manner,

Creed, who defired no better fport, made no other re

ply than that of inftantly drawing his fword ; and to

work the four champions fell, with the fame compofure

as if it were only a fencing match with foils. The

conflict was of fome duration, and maintained with

great obflinacy by the pwo officers^ noPwith. (landing
phe
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the greap effufion of blood from phe many wounds

which they had received. At length, quite exhaufied,
thev both fell, and yielded the victory to the fuperior

fkill of their antagonifts. Upon this occafion, Ma

thew gave a rema.kable proof of the perfect compofure

of his mind during the action. Creed had fallen the

firft; upon which Pack exclaimed,
"
Ah, poor Creed,

are you gone
?" "

Yes,"

faid Mathew, very compo-

fedly,
"

^nd you fhall inftantly Pack after him at

the fame time making a home thru ft quite through his

body, which threw him to the ground. This was the

more remarkable, as he was never in his life, either

before or after, known to have aimed at a pun. The

number of wounds received by the vanquifhed parties

was very great ; and what feems almoft miraculous,
their opponents were untouched. The forgeons, fee

ing the deiperape ftate of their patients, would not fuf-

fev them tp jbe, removed out of the room where they

fought, but hac] beds immediately conveyed into it, on

which they lay_-many hours in a ftate of infenfibiliry.

When thev carpe to themfelves, and faw where they

were, Pack, in a feeble voice, faid to his companion,
" Creed, I think we are the conquerors, for we have

kept the field
of' battle."

For a long time their lives

were defpaired of, but to the aflonifhment of every

one, they both recovered. When they were able to

fee company, Mathew and his friend attended them

daily, and a clofe intimacy afterwards enfoed, as they
found them men of probity, and of the belt difpofi-

tions, except in this Quixotifh idea of duelling, where

of they were now perfectly cured.

The Dean was often applied to, to redrefs private

grievances, by perfons of whom he had no knowledge ;

and never failed to interpofe his good offices, when the

eafe was fuch as merited his attention. Among thefe

2 he
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he was particularly ftruck with that of a young Gentle

man in the College of the name of Fitzherbert; whofe

father, though a man of confiderable eflate, had treat

ed him with great inhumanity, banifhing him his houfe,

and not affording him the common neceffaries of life.

The young man, driven almoft to defperation, though

he had no other acquaintance with Swift than that of

feeing him fometimes at Dr. Sheridan's fchool, where

he was bred, drew up fo affecting a narrative of his

cafe, and in fuch a mafterly ftyle, in a letter to the

Dean, as gave him a high opinion of his talents and

erenius, and
rendered him an object well worthy of his

protection. Accordingly he wrote to the father, who

was a ftranger to him, in very flrong terms ; highly ex

tolling his fon's abilities, and recommending him to

his favour *. He waited for an anfweVWthis letter

from the father, before he could make a 'fatifefactory re

ply to that
of the fon ; but afcer fome days'hSfl elapfed,

the young
man growing impatient of the lean's filence,

refolved to fecond his firft addrefs in by another in

poetry, and fent him the following of verfes.

To the Dean of St. Patric K S.

Obfeure in ga-ret vile I lay,

And flumber'd out the tedious day ;

Or par'd my nails, or watch'd the cries

Of favoury faufages or pies ;

Cr ftrove, with dexterous art, to hide

Chinks in my (lockings gaping wide;

Or read old Authors o'er and o'er,

In number hardly half a fcore *

Thofe, dufty, tatter'd, full of holes ;

The reft were gone to purchafe coals.

This letter is to be found in the printed Collection.

In
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* In profe I told how Epictetus,
Upon a pinch, the beft of meaP is ;

On which I was compell'd to dine,
While gay Petronius paid for wine.

How Horace cater'd, Plutarch, pot»—

Companion boon, difeharg'd my foot.

How Tully too the kennel thumps,

Converted to a pair of pumps.

I told how Gulliver, with fenfe

Enrich'd rrie firft, and then with pence.

And ah ! I might with Pears relate

Poor metamOrphos'd Virgil's faPe;
Who,*

having erft adorn'd my leg,

Now hangs and tops upon a peg.

Unable to difmifs a croud

Of Duns importunate and loud :

Tho'
pinch'd with hunger, thirft, and cold,

I yet^difdain'd Po have it told.

Too proud for pity, I fopprefs'd

The fighs that ftruggl'd in my breaft ;

And while a vulPure gnaw'd my heart,
Smiles in my face, conceafd the fmart.

Ye younger brothers, who inherit,
In lieu of fortune, the bon fpirit *

For which, unlefs your father's bail,
You muft for ever rot in jail ;

Ye gamefters, who have loft Codill,
Unpaid as yet your taylor's bill ;

Ye thieves, detected on the top
Of houfes, or within a Ihop ;
Ye tender damfels, who beftow

Your virgin treafores on a beau,
Forfaken of your fop, the feorn

Of bitter prudes, and quite forlorn ;

Alluding to his former profe-letter to the Dean.

^Say,
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Say, did ye oftner wifh to die,

Or feel fincerer grief than I ?

Now ripe with injuries and age*

My fpirits kindle into rage ;

Now vifionary projects roll,

And croud tumultuous on my foul.

So fire conceal'd from human eyes,

In Mount Vefove or Mtna. lies,

Till burft at laft, and finding vent,

Is to the clouds with fury fent.

My flory to the Dean I wrote

With great expence of oil and thought §

Did he receive it with a nod,

Profefs it was extremely odd ?

Did he his fhoulders fhrug, or think

My caufe unworthy of his ink ?

Did he a ragged youth defpife ?

Ah ! no, the Dean is juft and wife;

And truth an eafy paffage finds,

Like a full tide, to generous minds.

Hail Bard and Patriot I could I hope

The Mufes would from thee elope,

To make me, by their mighty pow'r,

A Poet only for an hour ;

Thy matchlefs virtues fhould be known

In verfe as lading as your own.

But I ne'er tailed of the fpring
Which taught immortal Swift to ling;

Nor e'er invok'd the tuneful nine

To help me with a fingk line ;

Then let your own Apollo praife

Your virtue, humour, wit, and eafe.

Swift on receipt of this, returned a fhort anfwejr, and

inclofed a bill for twenty pounds, telling him he .fhould

foon hear from him again. He then went po his father,

and
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and having rated him fofficiently for want of manners in

not aafweriag his letper, proceeded to the affair of his

fon. The gentleman, who had nothing to offer in his ex-

cufe, exceedingly alarmed at the refentment fhewn by
Swift for his neglect, to make amends for this, immedi

ately acquiefeed in any meafures that Swift might pro-

pofe, with regard to the object of his vifit; and it was

agreed upon the foot, Phat the young gentleman fhould

be fent immediately to Leyden to fludy phyfic, with a

fuitable allowance for his fupport.

In oneof his rambles through the country of Ireland,

he happened to flop at a fmall village in fome part of the

Bog of Allen. The landlord of the houfe to which he

was directed for entertainment, was quite unfurnifhed of

every kind of provifion that might refrefh either himfelf

or his horfes. The Dean feeing a, Church not far off, en

quired who was the parfon, and where he lived; being
informed in thefe points, he defired the landlord to go in

his name, and beg a little hay and oats for his horfes ;

who brought him back for anfwer, that the Vicar, Mr.

Hervey, would fend him none j but if the Dean would

do him the honour to take fhare of his dinner, which was

near ready, he fhould have as much as he pleafed. The

Dean readily accepted the invitation ; and going imme

diately to Mr. Hervey's, afked what he had for dinner ?

A fhoulder of lamb and fallad. And what have you got

to drink ? Some pretty good ale ; and had I known of

your coming, I would have had a bottle of wine. Wine!

faid the Dean, what is your vicarage worth ? About four-

fcore pounds a year. And dares foch a little fellow as

you pretend to drink wine ? Only on extraordinary
occa-

Sons. The Dean was much pleafed wiph his hoft and his

entertainment » and when he was going away, he called

to his fervant to take good notice of that Clergyman,
"
And be fore remember, if ever he fhould come to en

quire
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quire for me aP phe Deanery, Po fay I am nop ap
home.''

Mr. Hervey underftood his meaning well; and on his

next vifit Po Dublin, did not fail to pay his refpects to the

Dean ; who
received him very cordially, and entertained

him with great kindnefs.

Once flopping at an inn at Dundalk, he fent for a bar

ber to fhave him •, who performed his office very dexter*-

oufiy, and being a prating fellow, amufed the Dean du

ring
the operation, with a variety of chat. The Dean

enquired of him who was the minifter of his parifh, and-

whether he had one farthing to rub upon another ? The

barber anfwered, that though the benefice was but fmall,

the incumbent was very rich.
" How the plague can

that be
?""

Why, pleafe your Reverence, he buys up

frizes, flannels, ftockings, fhoes, brogues, and other

things when cheap, and fells them at an advanced price

to the parifoioners, and fo picks up a penny. The Dean

was curious to fee this Vicar, and difmiffing the barber

with a (hilling, defired the landlord to go in his name,

and afk that gentleman to eat a mutton chop with him,

for he had befpoke a yard of mutton (the name he ufu-

ally gave to the neck) for dinner. Word was brought

back that he had rid abroad to vifit fome fick pariftuo-

ners. Why then, faid the Dean, invite that prating bar

ber, that I may not dine alone. The barber was rejoiced

at this unexpected honour, and being dreffed out in his

beft apparel, came to the inn, firft; enquiring of the groom

what the Clergyman's name was, who had fo kindly in

vited him ; what the vengeance, faid the fervant, don't

you know Dean Swift ? At which the barber turned pale,

faid his babling tongue had rutned him ; then ran into the

houfe, fell upon his knees, and intreated the Dean not to

put him into print ; for that he was a poor barber, had a

large family to maintain, and if his Reverence put him

into black and white, he fhould lofe all his cuftomers.

Swift
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Swift laughed heartily at the poor fellow's flmplicify
*• bade

htm fit down and eat his dinner in peace* for he affured

him he would neither put him* Or his Wife, of the Vicar

in print. After dinner, havihg got out of him the hiftOry
of the whole parifh, he difeiified him with half a crown*

highly delighted with the adventures df the day.

Orie day Swift obferved a great rabble affembled Ift a

large fpace before the Deanery-door ih Kevin ftreet^ and

Upon enquiring the caufe of this, was told it was PO fee

the eclipfe. He immediately fent for the beadle* and

gave him his leffon what he fhould do. Away ran Davy
for his bell, and after ringing it fome time arnorlg the

crdud, bawled out, O yes* O yes* all manrier of perfons

concerned, are defired to take notice, that it is the Dean

of St. Patrick's will and pleafure, that the eclipfe be put

off till this hour to-morrow; So God fave the King* and

his Reverence the Dean. The mob upon this notice im

mediately difperfed ; only fome* more cunning than the

reft, fwdre they would not lofe another afterhoon, for that

the Dean* who Was a very comical mart* might take it in*

to his head to put off the eclipfe again* and fo make fools

of them a fecond time*

Swift, once in a private conference between, fome of the

Miniftry arid MOnfieur Mehage* acted as interpreter*

Obfervirig both partiesufirrg their Utmoft.ertdeavoUrs to

deceive each other, and that the whole time was fperit irt

difguifihg their true defigns, and finding artful evafions,

his impatience arofe to that height, thaP forgetting his fi

tuation as interpreter, he took upon him to offer his ad

vice to the Minifters on boPh 'fides i which was* in fhort,

to fpeak plain truth and nothing elfe
jr

adding* that if

they followed that method, they would do as much bufi

nefs in an hour, as they then did in a week.

In orte Of his jatihts fo Windfor with L6rd Ox'fords

being employed
full'

as idly as Horace fays he was when

B b taking
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taking phe air With Maecenas, they were playing a fort of

game called Cocks and Hens ; which confifted in each of

them counting the poultry on his fide of the road, and

which-ever reckoned thirty-one firft, or few a cat, or an

old woman in a certain pofture, won the game; It hap
pened while phey were thus engaged, Lord Bolingbroke'*

coach overtook them, who got into that of Lord Oxford,

and immediately entered upon fome political bufinefsi

He had not talked long before Lord Oxford cried out,
*'

Swift, I am up, there is a
cat."

Lord Bolingbrokej
much offended at this, called to the coachman to flop,
got out of the carriage, faying,

"
when bis Lordfhip was

difpofed to be ferious, he would talk to him about bufi
nefs."

This feems to have happened when things were

tending towards that breach between them, which all the

Dean's addrefs and influence were not able to clofe.

Swift* like many who jeft freely on others, could not

bear a retort. Dining one day at a public dinner of the

Mayor and Corporation at Corke, he obferved that Aider*

man Brown* father to the Bifhop of that diocefe, fed very

heartily without fpeaking a word, and was fb intent upoff

that bufinefs* as to become a proper object of ridicule.

Accordingly he threw out many fuccefsful jefts upon the

Alderman, who fed onwith phe filence of the ftill fowy
neither feeming to regard what the Dean faid* nor at all

moved by the repeated burftsr of kaghter at his expence*

Toward the latter end of the meal, Swift happened to be

helped Po fome roafted duck, and defired ro have fome

apple fauce on phe fame plate r upon which phe Aldermart

bawled out,
«Mr, Dear*, yon eat your duck like a

goqfe.,#

This unexpected fally phrew phe company inPo a long coiv

timied fit of laught'er, and Swift was filent the reft of the
day.

One time going out of town, he faid to Mr. Copey
V-
will you write to me

?"

And without waking for aw

3
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anfwer* continued,
"
No, I forgor* you are a'ri idle man*

and will rtever find
time/*

He fpeht a good deal Of time

In the north at Mr. Robert Cope's, and was member of a

club corififtuig of the neighbours who met periodically :

One of the members Was an Old rrian remarkably fliff and

furly
■

who valued himfelf much upon great plantation's

of fir-trees which he had raifed about his houfe. Swift

defired to look at them } and having put a ruler in his

pocket for the purpofe, faid he would try whether the'y

were planted at exact diftances* arid laying down his ru

ler* went obliquely ott purpofe from tree to tree* faying,
he that planted them knew hothing of the matter., The

bid geritierr.ari friatched up the rule in a great paffion,

fwea'ririg he never faw fuch a fool of a meaforer in all his

life.

There was a trap laid for the fame old gentleman by
one of the merry members of the club, Dr. Tifddl*
who riding iri company with Dr. Swifc and others* near

his houfe, laid a Wager that he would niake old Work

man call himfelf Briiin the Bear.
*

He had before-hand

known that it was his day for brewing-. They all rid up

to the door, wheh Tifdal accofted the old gentleman with*

*' Fray* Mr. Workman* are hot you brewing to-day
?**

Yes. " Are you brewing the barley* or brewing the

beer ?'* "

Brewing the
barley,"

faid Workman, to Tif-

dal's great difappointment $ Who* befide lofing his wager,

had the laugh of the company againft him.

A young gentleman, much addicted to laughihg, hap
pened PO gep inPO Swift's company 5 and having heard

much of the Dean's pleafahtries, was upon the titter at

every thing he faid. "Where is -the jeft
?'*

faid feme

One.
"
There,"

faid Swift* pointing at the laughing

young gentleman*

One day travelling hi England* he afked a farmer

which was the road to fuch a place; the farmer faid it lay
£ b & .ilrait
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flrait before him, he could not mifs it. Swift ridiflcr &

little way, obferved a by-road to the left, and turned intd

it. The farmer called out to him that he was
going

wrong.
" Why,"

faid Swift,
" did not you tell me I

could not mifs it
?" " No more you

could,"

faid rhe far

mer,
" if you had not been a

fool."

Another time feeing a man fall from bis horfe in a

flough, he rode up to him, enquiring whether he was

hurt ? " No,"
replied the farmer,

" but I am woundily
bemired." " You make good- the old

proverb,"

faid

Swift,
" The more dirt, the lefs

hurt."

The man feem

ed much comforted with the old faying, but faid he had

never heard of that proverb before; and no wonder, for

Swift had made it on the occafion. He ufed often to coin

proverbs of that fort, and pafs them for old.

One day walking in the garden of a flingy old gentle

man, with many others in company, he faw a quantity of

fine fruit, of which the owner never offered them a tafte;

Swift flopt at a peach-tree loaded wish tempting fruit,
and addreffed the company with—

" It was an old faying
of my grandmother's, always pull a peach* when it lies

in your reach
:"

he accordingly plucked one ; and his ex.

ample was immediately followed by all the reft,- under the

fanction of that good old faying.

He had many ufeful rales which he threw into rhirrie

for the more eafy recollection of them. One of them I

remember was a direction to thofe who ride together

through the water.

When
thro'

the water you do ride,

Keep very clofe, or very wide.

Another related to the decanting of wirfe..

Firft rack flow, and then rack quick,

Then rack flow, pill you come Po phe thick

In
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In a converfation with Dr. Ellwood, the Doctor hap
pened to fpeak of fome 6ne, as a fine old gentleman ;

what, faid Swift, have, you kept company with me thefe

twenty years, and have not the common fenfe to know

that thefe is no fuch thing as a fine old gentleman ; be

caufe, if the perfons to whom thaP title is given, had
been'

poffefied either of a mind or body worth a farthing, they
would have worn them out before they arrived at phar,

age.

Dining one day at Mr. B his fon, phe prefenP Mr,
B—-— then very young, was fent into the parlour after

dinner to pay his compliments, to the Dean. His mother,

Lady B
,
had always kept him dreft in the niceft

manner. After drinking a glafs of wine, and flaying a

little while with the company, he returned to his father,
who was confined to his chamber with the gout.

"

Well,

Will, what did the Dean fay to you
?"

I heard him fay,
as I was leaving the room,

c* Enfant gate.'] His father

laughed, and told it Lady Betty. This came round to

the Dean before he left the houfe; who faid upon it—■

"What a confounded blockhead was I, to think there;

could be fuch a thing as a fpoiled child who had not learned
French."

In the purfuit of the Bagatelle, he often defcended to

puerilities, Palling fome time in the country, where Dan

Jackfon was one of the company (he whofe long nofe

furnifbed a fubject for feveral humourous copies of verfes

to be found in the collection) Swift ufed to try many prac-»

tical jokes on him. One day he pretended to lay hold of

a creeper on Dan's neck, and put himfelf in the poflure

pf cracking it on the table with his thumb nail, at the

fame time making a noife fimilar to it with the joint of his

finger ; a common fehool-boy's trick. He had ferved

him in this manner more than once, when Dap refolved

po be prepared
'

for him if he ever attempted it again,

B b 3 With
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With Phis view he procured a loufe of the largeft fixe he

could get, and flopping it up in a quill, kepp, it in his

ppcket, It was not long before Swift repeated the trick •,

when Dan Jackfon took an opportunity, while the Dean

was looking another way, of unftopping the quill, and,

dropping the loufe juft before him, calling out
Mr.Dean-

Mr. Dean—you have miffed killing it this time, there ip

is crawling juft before
you. This turned the laugh again{|

Swift, and put an end to that and fome other of his

pranks, as he found Dan was not fo patient a bupp as he

had taken him for, and knew how to retaliaPe with ad

vantage.

Among other jeux d'efprit, he was fond of punning,

and ufed to fay that none difliked it but thofe who could,

not make one. The old Lord Pembroke was a remark-.

able punfter, and when Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, de-,

lighted much in Swift's company on that account. One

day being at the Caftle when a learned phyfician was readT

jng a long lecture to his Excellency on the nature and qua

lities of bees, calling them on every occafion, a natipn,

and a commonwealth ;
'« Yes, my

Lord,"

faid Swift,
*'

they a very ancient nation ; you know, my Lord, Moles.
takes notice of them •, he numbers the Hivites among
thofe nations which Jofoua was appointed to

conquer."

Lord Pembroke had brought over with him, as his firft

Chaplain, one D*-- Mills, a man remarkable for a large

Roman nofe, againft whom Swift had taken a particular

difiike. After dining one day with a private party at the

Caftle, of which Mills was one, Swift began to rail at th0

Lord Lieutenants of Ireland for bringing over fuch block
heads for Chaplains as they ufually did. Lord Pembroke

faid, thaP cenfore could not be applied to him, as his firft

Chaplajn prefent had been a profeffor at Oxford, and was

accounted an excellent fcholar. " He a
feholar,"

faid
Swift ! *c

J clare fay he does nop know how po, cpnftrue

« lira
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a line of
Virgil."

Lord Pembroke, who expected fome

foortTftom this, took part with his Chaplain, faying*
'■* he was fure there was no paffage in Virgil which he

could not perfectly
explain." " Let the book be

brought,"

faid Swift. Accordingly a Virgil was fent

for, and Swift opening the book, pitched upon the fol

lowing line. Romanes rerum dominos gentemque togatam.

Mills immediately tranflated ip very properly in Phe

ufual way.
" There," fays Swift,

" I knew he could

nop do it*—he has not conftr-ued one word of it
right."

*'Why,'

pray how would you conftrue it
?"

Thus—Ro-

manos—you've a Roman nofe—rerum—yOu're a rare

rum—^dominos—damn your nofe—gentemque togatam,

and Phe whole race of Chaplains. Swift rhen took up

his hat and walked off, leaving Lord Pembroke and

the reft of the party laughing heartily at the droll fcene
which had juft paffed.

Now I am upon the fubject of his punning* I cannot

refrain from mentioning an excellent one which he

made at my father's, in a happy application of one of

-Virgil's lines. It happened that a Ladywhifking about
her long train, which was then the fafhion, threw down

and broke a fine Cremona fiddle belonging to him?
upon whichSwift cried out—

Mantuaw mifer nimium v'ulna
Cremona' !

Once in the country he was making enquiries about

a gentleman in the neighbourhood, with whom, the

others did not feem to affociate, and afked the reafon

.of it. They faid he was a very ftupid fellow.

•fome time after, in one of his rides, overtook him,

and entered into converfation with him by praifing his

horfe, faying, among other things, that he carried a

very fine pail ; to which the - gentleman repUedj
<c
and

B b 4 your's
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your's carries the beft head in
Ireland."

The Dean, oi»

his return, relaPed phis as a very clever faying, and

wondered how phey could account the author of it ftu4

pid. One of phe company, when he next faw the

gentleman, told him how much the Dean .was pleafed

with what he had faid pp him, « Why* whap was
JP,'1

faid the other ? *f You told him thaP his horfe carried

the beft head in Ireland.'1 '■• And fo he
does,"

replied

the gentleman, (utterly uneonfcious of his having faid

a good thing)
" I think- 1 never faw a horfe with a

finer
forehand."

When George Faulkner the
printer1

returned from

London, where he had been folicjting fubfcriptions for

his edition of the Dean's Works, he went to pay his

refpectstp him, dreft in a.laced waiftcoap, a bag-wig,
and other fopperies. Swift received hirrj with all the

ceremony that he would fhew po a perfect ftrangeF.

f Pray, Sir, what are your commands with
me,?"" I

thought it my duty to wait on you immediately on my

arrival frorri
London."

if Pray, Sir, who are
you?''

George Faulkner phe printer. <'
You George Faulkner

the prjnter;! why, thou art the moft impudent bare

faced impoftor I ever heard of.

George"

Faulkner is a

fober fedate citizen, and would never prick himfelf out

in lace, and other fopperies. Get about your bufi

nefs, and thank yPMr ftars that I dct not fend you to

the Houfe of
Correction."

Poor George hobbled

away as faft as he could, and having changed his ap

parel, repurned irpmediately tp the Deanery. Swift,
on feeing him, went up to him with great cordiality*

fhpok him familiarly by thp hand, faying, my.good

friend, George, J am hearpily glad tp fee you fafere^

purned. Here was an impudent fellow in a lace waiiV

poat, who would fain have paffed for ypu j but I foon

fent him packing wiph a flea in his ear.
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He could not bear to have any lies told him, which

he never failed to detect; and when the party endea

voured to palliate them, his ufual expreffion was—

*c
Come, come, don't attempp to darn your

cobwebs."

It was a faying of his, that an excufe was worfe than a

lie, becaufe an excufe was a lie guarded.

There was a violent quarrel between the Dean and

Serjeant Bettefworth, which for fome time made a great

noife in Dublin. It was occafioned by the following
verfes in one of Swift's Poems.

So at the bar the booby Bettefworth,
Tho'

half a crown outpays his fweats—worth,
Who knows in law, nor text, nor margent.
Calls Singleton his brother Serjeant.

The animofipy of the Dean againft the Serjeant, did,
not arife from any perfonal pique, but on account of

his being an avowed enemy of the clergy, and taking
the lead in the Houfe of Commons in procuring one

of the moft unjuft and arbitrary votes ever made by
that body? by which the clergy were deprived of a

confiderable part of their tythes, which they had en-

joyed ''time immemorial.

The Poem was fent to Bettefworth when he was in

company with fome of his friends, from one of whom

then prefent, I had the following account. He read

it aloud till he had finifhed the lines relative to himfelf.

He then flung it down with great violence, he trembled
and tqrned pale $ and after fome paufe, his rage for a

while depriving him of utterance, he took out his pen-

'knife, and opening it, vehemently fwore, with this very

pen-knife, by G-—d, will I cutoff his ears. Soon af-

per he went to feek the Dean at his houfe, and not find*

jng him at fiome, followed him to Mr.Wprral's, where

he
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he had an interview with hfofy which has been defcrjbed

by Swift in a lepter Po the Duke of Dorfet, then Lord

Lieutenant of Ireland. But as there are fomo, paflages

omitted in that narrative, which he related tp Dr. She

ridan, immediately after the fcene had paffed, I fhall

here infert fuch part of them as I recollect, Upo»

enquiring for Swift, the Serjeant was fhewn into the

flreet parlour, and the Dean called out to him frorn

the back room, where he was fitting after dinner with

Worral and his wife. Upon enPering Phe room, Swift

defired Po know his commands.
" Sir," fays he,

" I

am Serjeant Bet-tef-
worth,"

(which was always. his pom

pous way ofpronouncing his own name in three diftinct

fyllables)
" Of what regiment, pray

?"

fays Swift.

"
O, Mr. Dean we know your powers of raillery ; you

know me well enough, that I am one of his Majefly's

Serjeants at
Law."

What then, Sir ?
"

Why then, Sir,
1 am come to demand of you, whether you are the aup

thor of this Poem (producing it) and thefe villainous

lines on
me."

At the fame time reading them aloud

with great vehemence of emphafis, and much geftiqup

lation. "
Sir,"

faid Swift,
" It was a piece of advice

given me in my early days by Lord Somcr's, never to

own ordifown any writing laid to my charge j becaufe

if I did this in fome cafes, whatever I did not difown

afterwards, would infallibly be imputed to me as mine.

Now, Sir, I take this to have been a very wife maxim,

and as foch have followed it ever fince ; and I believe

it will hardly be in the power of all your rhetoric, as

great a mafter as you are of it, to make me fwerve frorn

that
rule."

Many other things paffed as related in the

above-mentioned letter. But when Bettefworth was

going away, he faid, « Well, fince you will give me no.

fatisfaction in this affair, let me tell you, your gown is,
your protection* under the faction of which^ like one
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of your own Yahoo? who had climbed up to the top
of a high tree, you fit fecure, and fquirt your filth
sound on all

mankind."

Swift had candour enough

nor to conceal this laft circumftance, ap phe fame pime

%ing,
*.'
that Phe fellow fhewed more wit in this than

he thought him poffeffed
of."

After phis, as Bettef-

worth ftill continued to utter furious threats againft the

Dean, phere was an affociation formed and figned by all
-the principal inhabipanps of phap quarter, po Hand, by
one anopher with their lives and fortunes, in fopporp of

their general benefactor, againft any one who fhould,

attempt to offer the leaft injury to his perfon or fortune.

Befide which, "the publick indignation was kindled.

againft him for this treatment of their great favourite,
and the refentment of all the wits was poured out up

on him in a vaft effufion of libels, pointed with -ridi

cule, or edged with fatyr, which placed his character

jn a conPemptible, or an odious light ; fo that the un,

fortunaPe Serjeant, who had before made a confiderable

figure at the bar, in a fhort time loft his bufinefs, and
was feldom employed in any foit afterwards; fo dan?

gerous was it to attack this idol of the people.

He was always attended by two fervants when he rode

out, but he walked through the ftreets, and did not

put on his fpatterdafhes (which he always wore inftead

of boots) and fpurs, pill he came Po phe place of

mounting. One day, being detained longer than ufual,
and enquiring into the caufe, he found it was owing
to a difpute between the two fervants, to which of their

offices it belonged to carry the fpatterdafhes and fpurs.

Swift foon fettled phe mapper,, by making each of them

carry one ofeach, and in that manner walk behind him

through the ftreets. The blackguards of Dublin, who

are remarkable for low humour, foon fmoked the de-

{jgn^ and ridiculed the fellows as they paffed along fo

iiich



$Sc* THE LIFE OF

foch a way a& made them quite afoamed of themfelves^

and willing to come to a compromife. But Swift, to

punifo them, made them continue their progrefs in the

fame way, enjoying the low jokes of the mob as they
paffed ; till at their earneft entreaty afterwards they
were allowed to take it turn about.

He had often fome whimfical contrivance to punifh

his fervants for any neglect of his orders, fo as to make

them more attentive for the future. The hiring of the
maid-fervants he left Po his houfe-keeper; and when

that ceremony was over, he ufed Po fend for
phem,;

faying, he had but two commands to give them; one

was, to fhut the door after them whenever they came

into a room ; the other, to fhut the door after them;

when they went out of a room ; and bade them be very
punctual in executing thefe orders. One of thefe

maids went to him on a particular occafion, to requeft

that fhe might be allowed to go to her filler's wedding,

which was to be on that day, at a place diftant about

ten miles from Dublin. Swift not only confented, bup

faid he would lend her one of his horfes, with a fervant

to ride before her ; and gave his directions accordingly*

The maid in the midft of her joy for this favour, for

got to fhut the door after her when fhe left the room.

In about a quarter of an hour after fhe was gone, the

Dean ordered a fervant to faddle another horfe, and

make what fpeed he could after them, and wherever he

overtook them, to oblige them to return immediately.

They had not got much above halfway, when he came

up with them, and told them it was the Dean's pofitive

commands that
they'

fhould return inftantly; with

which, however reluctantly, the poor girl was obliged

to comply. When fhe came into Swift's prefence,

with a moft mortified countenance, fhe begged to know

bib Reverence's commands.
*f

Nothing,
child,"

faid

hea
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•he, "only you forgot Po fhut the door after
you."

But

not to carry the punifliment too far, he then permitted

her to purfoe her journey.

There was nothing Swift difliked more than applica

tions from witlings and poetafters to look over their

pieces, and he generally had fome whimfical contrivance

• to make them repent of this, which, being told, might

alfo deter others from the like. Among thefe, there

was a poor author of my acquaintance, who had writ

ten a very indifferent tragedy, and got himfelf intro

duced to the Dean, in order to have his opinion of ic

In about a fortnight after the delivery, he called at the

Deanery to know how he approved of it; Swift return

ed the play carefully folded up, telling him he had

read it, and taken fome pains-with it ; and be believed

thq author would not find above half the number of

faults in it that it had when it came into his hands.

Poor Davy, after a thoufand acknowledgments to the

Dean for the trouble he had taken, retired in company

with the gentleman who had firft introduced him, and

was fo impatient to fee what corrections Swift hadmade,
that he would not wait till he got home, but got under

a gateway in the next flreet, and, to his utter aftonifh-

fnent and confufion, faw that the Dean had taken the

pains to blot out every fecond line throughout thewhole

play, fo carefully, as to render them utterly illegible.

Norwas it in the power of the unfortunate author to

conceal his difgrace, as his friend, from whom I had

the flory, thought it too good a joke to be loft.

Swift, whatever maftery he had gained over the

greater paffions, had no command of his temper. He

Was of a very irritable make, prone to fudden flarts of

paffion, in which his expreffions of courfe were not very

guarded. His friends made all due allowance for this,

knowing it to be an infirmity often attendant on the beft

natures,
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natures, and never Pook anything arnifs Phat he faid of

did on fuch occafions. BuP Dr. Sheridan, when he favf

one of thefe fits coming on him* ufed to divert its courfe*

by fome whimfical ftroke of fancy phat would fet him

a laughing* and give his humour another bent. And

in this he was fo foccefsful, that one of their common

friends ufed to fay, that he was the David* who alone

could play the evil fpirit out of Saul. Among the ma

ny off-hand poems, which they daily writ to each other*

there was one came to my hands, which* though ne

gligently written, is fo defcriptive of the mode of their

living together, and fo characteriftic of Swift's man

ner, thap 1 am tempted to lay it before the Public.

When he was difengaged, the Dean ufed often to call

in at the Doctor's about the hour of dining, and their

cuftom was to fit in a fmall back parlour tete a iete, and

have dices fent them upon plates from the common

room of whatever was for the family-dinner. The fur

niture of this room was not in the beft repair, being
often frequented by the boarders* of which the houfe

was feldom without twenty ; but was preferred by the

Dean as being mote fnug than the ftate parlour, which

Was ufed only when there was company. The fubject

of the Poem* is an account of one of thefe cafoal vifits.

When to my houfe you come, dear Dean*
Your humble friend to entertain*
Thro'

dirt and mire along the flreetj

You find ho fcraper for yoiir feet ;

At which you ftamp and ftorm and fwell,

Which ferves to clean your feet as well.

By fteps afcending to the hail,

All torn to rags by boys and ball*

With fcatter'd fragments on the flddr j

A fad uneafy parlour door,

Befmrtr'd with chalk* and carv'd with knives*

(A plague upon all carelefs wives)

Are
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Are the next fights you muft expect, ,

But do not think they are my neglectl

Ah that thefe evils were the worft J

The parlour ftill is farther curft.

To enter there if you advance,

If in you get, it is by chance.

How oft by turns have you and I

Said thus—" let me—no—let me try—*

" This turn will open it I'll engage"—*

You pufli me from it in a rage. ■

Turning, twifting, forcing, fumbling,

Stamping, flaring,, fuming, grumblings
At length it opens—in we go-

How glad are we to find it fo !

Conquefts
thro'

pains and dangers pleafe,

Much more than thofe
attain'

d with eafe.

Are you difpos'd to take a feat ;

The inftant that it feels your weight,

Out go its legs and down you come

Upon your reverend Deanfhip's bum.

Betwixt two ftools 'tis often faid,
The fitter on the ground is laid ;

What praife then to my chairs is due,
Where one performs the feat of two> !

Now to the fire, if fuch there be*

At prefent nought but fmoke we Tee*

Come, ftir it up—ho—Mr. Joker,-

How can I ftir it without poker?

The bellows take, their batter'd nofo

Will ferve for poker, I fuppofe.

Now you begin to rake'-*-alack

The grate has tumbled from its back-"*

The coals all on the hearth are laid—

"
Stay, Sir-^I'll run and call the maidf

*' She'll make the fire again complete^-

" She knows the humour of the
grate.'*

Vox take your maid, and you together—?

This is cold comfort in cold weather*

Now all is right again—the blaze

Suddenly rais'd as foon decays,*

Oncf
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Once more apply the bellows
—
" So—

" Thefe bellowswere not made to blow—

" Their leathern lungs are in decay,
•'

They can't even puff! the fmoke
away."

And is your Reverence vext at that ?

Get up in God's name, take your hat;

Hang them, fay I, that have no fhift ;

Come, blow the fire, good Doctor Swift*

If trifles fuch as thefe can teafe you,

Plague take thofe fools that ftrive to pleafe you*

Therefore no longer be a quarr'fer

Either with me, Sir, or my parlour.

If you can relifh ought of mine,

A bit of meat, a glafs of wine,

You're welcome to it, and you fhall fare

As well as dining with the Mayor.
" You faucy fcab—you tell me fo—

"

Why booby-face, I'd have you know
** I'd rather fee your things in order,
" Than dine in ftate with the Recorder.
" For water I muft keep a clutter,
** Or chide your wife for ftinking butter.
" Or getting fuch a deal of meat,
" As if you'd half the town to eat.

" That wife of your's, the Devil's in her,
" I've told her of this way of dinner,
" Five hundred times, but all in vain—

" Here comes a rump of beef again :

" Oh that that wife of your's would burft--»

" Get out, and ferve the boarders firft.
" Pox take 'em all for me—I fret
*' So much, I fhall not eat my meat

—■

" You know I'd rather have a
flice."

I know, dear fir, you are not nice ;

You'll have your dinner in a minute,
Here comes the plate and flices in it—

Therefore no more, but take your place—

Do you fall to, and I'll fay grace.

Memoirs
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Memoirs and Anecdotes of Swift, extracted

from the former Publicationst by Dr. Delany,

and fttheri.

A S Swift had been charged by many with want of

** ^"
religion, Voltaire, and other Free-thinkers, wifh-

ing to have a man of his genius inrolled in their clafs ;

Doctor Delany enters into a juftification of hirri in that

refpect. Among Other paffages to this effect, are the

following: As to his religion, I myfelf have obferved

many ftrong indications and proofs of his fincerity in

it, befide thofe now mentioned. His faying Grace,
both before and after meat* was very remarkable. It

was always in the feweft words that could be uttered

on the occafion, but with an emphafis and fervourwhich

every one around him faw and felt, and with his hands

cl'afped into one another, and lifted up to his breaft,

but never higher. The Religious and Chriftian form

of his laft will, and the many prayers compofed, and

conftantly offered up by him in Mrs. Johnfon's fick-

nefs, are ftrong proofs to the fame pUrpofe.
There'

was no vice in the world he fo much abhorred

as hypocrify; and of confequence nothing he dreaded

fo much as to be fufpected of it. This naturally led,
to make him verge fometimes too much to the other

extreme; and made him often conceal his piety with

more care, than others take to conceal their vices. I

have been afiured by Doctor Delany, who lived for a

confiderable time in his houfe, that he refided with him

for more than fix months, before he knew, or fo much

as fufpected^ that he ever read prayers to his family.

Which neverthelefs he conftantly did, at a fixed hour

every night in his own bed-chamber, to which the for-

C c vants
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vants regularly and filen-tly reforted, at the time ap

pointed, without any notice from a bell, or audible

call of any kind, except the ftriking of a clock. And

I am Well affored, that when he lived in London, his

conftant way was to go to early prayers,
and facrament;

which he thought made him lefs dillinguifhed in his

devotions. But though in his private capacity he in

dulged himfelf in his own method of paying his devo

tions, yet when his duty called on him either as a parifh

Priefl, or Dea-n, no one performed all the functions of

that facred office in a more exemplary manner, becaufe

in this cafe nothing of oftentation could be imputed to

him. Of this Doctor Delany gives feveral inftances,

and concludes with a very remarkable one, where he

fays, after a good deal of meditation upon Swift's cha

racter, as a man of true religion, I think I have found

out one proof of it fo clear and inconteftable, as may

well foperfede the neceffity, of any other. His Cathe

dral of St. Patrick's, is the only church in that city,

wherein the primitive practice of receiving the facra

ment every Lord's day, was renewed, and is ftill con

tinued* and to the beft of my remembrance and belief,

renewed In his time. At leaft, as he was Ordinary
there, it could not be continued without -his confent;

and it is moft certain that he conftantly attended that

holy office ; confecrated and adminiftered the Sacrament

In perfonv Nor do 1 believe he ever once failed to do

fo, when: it was in his- power ; I mean when he was not

fick, or abferit at too great a di (lance.-

His attention to the ceconomy of his Cathedral was

fuch, that he would not foffer a fhilling of its revenues
to be alienated from its proper ufe, even for the pur-

pofcs of charity. If any thing of that kind was- pro-

pofed, his anfwer was, that this money was appropri

ated ; but he would give out of his- own pocket,
in-

proportion;
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proportion to his income, as much towards any charitable

purpofe, as any of them would in proportion to theirs.

Then turning to the perfon who made the propofal,
"

You,

Sir, declare, upon your confcience, that the perfon you

hOw folicit for* is a proper object of Chriflian Charity.

My Deanery is worth feven hundred pounds a year; your

Prebend, worth two ; if you will give two fhillings to this

charity, 1 will give feven, or any greater fum in the famft

proportion.

His ftrict religious attention to the revenues of the

Deanery, was fo great, that he never failed to facrifice his

own prefent emoluments, to the reafonable profpects of

a future fufficient maintenance for his foccefibrs and chap

ter. One inftance of this appeared moft remarkably in

the great decline, and almoft total decay of his under

ftanding. He had refolved many years before, never to

renew a certain leafe of lands belonging to the Deanery,

without railing the rent thirty pounds a year. The te

nant had often applied to him for a renewal upon other

jerms, but to no purpofe. And finding now that Swift's

underftanding was in the decay, and his avarice remark

ably predominant; he thought this the proper feafon to

make his laft effort for a renewal, and tempt him with.

fuch a fine, as he was fore the Dean could not refill in

thofe circumftances. Accordingly he made his attempt ;

but to as little purpofe as ever he had done before, the

Dean remaining immoveable. He refufed a large fine, at

a time when he loved money incomparably beyond any

thing elfe in the world, and raifed the. rent, as he had

long fince refolved to do. I vifited him the next day af
ter the renewal of this leafe, and enquiring after his health,
he told me in a tone of heavy complaint, that his me

mory was almoft totally gone, and his underftanding

going; but that he had yefterday done fomething for the

benefit of his fuccefTor, but he had forgot what ; but Doc-

C c 2 tor
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tor Wilfon (who then lived in the houfe with him) would

tell me. I enquired, and was informed of this renewal,

as 1 have now related it.

As an Ecclefiaftic, he was fcrupuloufly exact in the ex-

ercife of his function, as well with regard to temporal, as

fpiritual things. He expended more money to fupport

and adorn his Cathedral, than had been applied to the

fame ufe in any period fince it was firft built. He was

extremely exact and confcientious in promoting the Mem

bers of the Choir according to their merit, and never ad

vanced any perfon to a Vicarage, who was not qualified

for it in all refpedts, whatever their intereft, or however

recommended. He once refufed a Vicarage to a perfon

for whom Lady Carteret was very importunate; at the

fame time declaring to her Ladyfhip, that, if it had been

in his power to have made the Gentleman a Dean, or a

Bifhop, he would have obliged her willingly, becaufe, he

faid, Deaneries and Bifhopricks were preferments in which

merit had no concern ; but the merit of a Vicar would

be brought to the teft every day.

It happened that a young Gentleman of his Choir be

ing abroad with his gun, fuffered irreparable hurt by its

going off accidentally. When the Dean heard of it he

expreffed great concern, and having paufed a little,
" well,"faid he,

"
this will be a good opportunity at

once to reward merit, and alleviate diftrefs ; I will make

him a
Vicar-,"

which he did accordingly the fame hour.

The po.or in the liberty of his Cathedral, were better

regulated than any other in the kingdom ; they were all

badeed, and were, never found besainsc out of their dif-
D *

DO O

trict. For fome of thefe he built and furnifhed a little

almflioufe, being affifled in this by fome voluntary con

tributions * and preferved among them uncommon
clean-

linefs and decency, by conftantly vifiting them in perfon.

In
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In the'diftribution of his charity, that he might pro

portion his bounty to the neceffities and merits of the

different objects he met with, and yet give but one piece

of money at a time, he conftantly kept a pocket full of

all fortsofcoin, from a filver three -pence to acrown piece.

He was a ftrenuous fupporterof all the rights and pri

vileges belonging to his Deanery, againft all incroach-

ments attempted by his powerful neighbour the Arch

bifhop of Dublin; in oppofition to whom he determined

to afTert his right of abfence without his Grate's perinif-

fion, at the expence of feveral hundred pounds, at a time

when he did not believe he fhould ever again claim the

privilege for himfelf; but becaufe he would not endanger

the
liberty1

of his foccefibr by an injurious precedent.

In contradiction to the account given of the great deco

rum and folemnity with which Swift performed ail reli

gious duties, there are two ftories told by Lard Orrery,

to which I can give no credit. The firft is thus related

by his Lordihip: "As foon as he had taken poffeffion cf

his two livings, -he went to refide at Laracor, and o-ave

public notice to his parifhioners, that he would read pray

ers every -Wednefday and Friday. Upon the fubfequent

Wednefday the bell was rung, and the Rector attended in

his defk; when after having fate fome time, and finding
the congregation to confift only of himfelf, and his Clerk

Roger, he began with great compofure and gravity, but

with a turn peculiar to himfelf,
"

Dearly beloved Roger

—the Scripture moveth you and me in fundry
places,"

He.—And Phen proceeded regularly through the whole

fervice. I mention this trifling circumftance only to fhew

you, that he could not refill a vein of humour, whenever

he had an opportunity of exerting
it."

Now to fuppofe that a man of Swift's religious turn,

fhould have made fuch a mockery of this folemn aft of

worfbip, and afterwards go through the whole fervice,
C c 3

not-
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notwithftanding
the many abfurdities that would follow in

the courfe of it, from there being no congregation pre.

fent, merely for the fajip of a paltry jeft, is too grofs an.

impofition po be eafily fwallowed. It is not indeed imT

probable, that Swift afterwards,
in relating this circum-

flance, might have faid; he had a mind to begin Phe fer

vice
with—"

Dearly beloved
Roger," He. and Phey who

heard this, as is frequently the cafe on fuch occafions,

thought it would improve the flory much by making him

carry it into execution,, and related it accordingly. The

other flory is thus told by his Lordfhip. '! His humour

ous difpofition tempted him to actions inconfiflenp with the

dignity of a Clergyman ; and fuch flights drew upon him

the general character of an irreligious man : I remember

to have heard a flory of him, that fully fhews how little

he regarded certain ceremonies, which ought always to be

obferved with refpect. Soon after he had been made

Dean pf St. Patrick's, he was loitering one Sunday in the

afternoon at the houfe of Doctor Raymond, with whom

he had dined at Trim (a fmall town pear Laracor) of

which the Doctor was Vicar. The bell had rung, and

the people were affembled for Evening Prayers. Doctor

Raymond was preparing to go tp the Church, which was

fcarce two hundred yards from his houfe. " Raymond,''

faid the Dean,
" I will lay you a crowri, I will begin the

Prayers before you this
afternoon,"" I accept the wa

ger,"

replied Dr. Raymond ; and immediately they both

ran as fall as they could towards the Church. Raymond,
who was the nimbler man of phe two, arrived firft at the

door -, arid when he entered the Church, walked decenply
towards the reading defk. Swift never flackened his pace,
but running up the aifle, left Dr. Raymond behind* him

in the middle pf it, and flepping into phe reading defk,
without putting on a furplice, or opening the Prayer

Book, began the Liturgy in an audible voice, and conti

nued
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nued to repeat the jprvice fuffidently long to win the wa

ger."

Now it is very poffible that fuch an adventure

might have, happened at that time between two Clergy
men, and nothing more probable than that it would im

mediately be transferred to Swift and his neighbour. We

fee it every day practifed, that witty Sayings, Blunders,
and things of Humour, are conftantly fathered upon the

moft remarkable Wit, Blunderer, or Humourift of the

times, whether they belong to them or not.

As his Lordfhip has given no fort of authority for the

,truth of the aBove ftories, nor indeed for that of any
others thap he has related to the prejudice of Swift, "ex
cept hear-fay ; we may judge to what degree of credit

they are intitled.

Among the many falfe reprefentations made by his

Lordfhip, he has been attacked for one of them with

.gceaj fpirit, by Doctor Delany, in the following paffage.

A friend of mine, turning over the Index to your Let

ters, fhewed me thefe words—Swift's Seraglio—Surprifed

at this, I immediately turned to the place; where, to my

-much greater furprife, I found the following paragraph.
-" You fee the command which Swift had over all his fe-

>males; and you would have fmiled to have found his

houfe a conftant Seraglio of very virtuous women, who

attended him from morning to night, with an obedience,

.an awe, and an affiduity, that are feldom paid to the

richeft, or the moft powerful lovers ; no, riot even to the

Grand Seignior
himfelf."

This paragragh, my Lord,
gives me great concern, upon many accounts-, though I

fhall mention only this one ; that it feems to be written

in the flyle of a man, who knew what he faid to be truth ;

which yet moft certainly was not, could not, be your

cafe ; and therefore I conclude you wrote it in the flyle

in which it was delivered to you, by your monftrous

BDJfinforrners.

C c 4 My
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My Lord, the intercourfe in which my flation engaged

me, for many years, with the Dean ; my long intimacy
with his moft intimate friends, and the frequent vifits to

him which my love and gratitude exacted ; enable me to

affure your Lordfhip and the world, (as I do in the moft

folemn and fincere manner) that nothing ever was more

falfe, than the informations you received upon this point j

and that in fact, females were rarely admitted into his

houfe; and never came thither but upon very particular

invitations, not excepting even Mrs. Johnfon. The truth

is, not one of thofe you are pfeafed to 4all his Senators,
ever prefomed to approach him, till he very particularly

fignified his pleafure that they fhould, except his near

kinfwoman, Mrs. Whiteway, who was often with him,
but not until the latter part of his life,

And yet, my Lord, as the honour I bear you flrongly
inclines me to affent to your pofitions, wherever I can ; I

muft own, that if keeping a great number of prpfefTed

nominal miflreffes, conftitutes the complete idea of a Se

raglio, Swift kept a greater, and a much more extended

one than the Grand Seignior. And I have had the ho

nour tp be admitted, more than once, to bear him com-,

pany in his vifits to them. But Phis I muft add, in fop.

port of the credit of your judgment of his conftitution,
that his vifits were always by day-light; and for the moft

part, in the moft open and public places of the City,
But yet truth obliges me to own, that he alfo vifitedfome

pf them in bye-allies, and under arches ; places of long
fufpecled fame. Let me add, that he kept fiddly to that

Turkifh principle, of honouring none, but fuch as were

bred up and occupied in fome employment. One of

thefe miflreffes fold plumbs; another, hob-nails ; a third,
tapes ; a fourth, gingerbread ; a fifth, knitted ; a fixph,
clamed flockings ; and a feventh, cobbled fhoes ; and fo

pn? beyond my counting. And in all thjs detail of his

amours^
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amours, I Pake upon me Po fay, that the fingularityvof his

tafte, was as remarkably diftinguifhed, as his genius

was, in any, or all of his compofitipns. One of thefe

miflreffes wanted an eye; another, a-nofe; a third, an

arm; a fpurth, a foot; a fifth, had all the attractions

of Agnas Polypus; and a fixth, more than all thofe of

iEfop's hump ; and all of them as old at leaft as fome

of Louis the XlVth's miflreffes; and many of them

much older. He faluted them with all becoming kind

nefs; afked them "how they did; how they throve;

what flock they had, He. ; and as, miflreffes, all the

world owns, are expenfive things,- it is certain he never

faw his, but to his coft. If any of their ware were

fuch as he could poffibly make ufe of, or pretend to

make ufe of, he always bought fome ; and paid for

every half-pennyworth, at leaft fix-pence, and for every

pennyworth, a {hilling. If their faleables were of an

other nature, he added fomething to their flock ; with

ftrict charges of induftry and honefty. And I muft

once more own, for truth exacts it of me, that thefe

miflreffes were very numerous; infomuch, that there

was fcarce one ftreer, or alley, or lane in Dublin, its

fuburbs, and its environs, that had not at leaft one or

more of them. Some of thefe he named thus for dif-

tinction's fake, and partly for humour; Cancerina,
Stumpa-Nympha, Pullagowna, Futterilla, Flora, Stum,-

pantha, He. Pray, my Lord, are Horace's Pyrrhas

and Lydias to be named in a day with thefe ? And yet

1 cannot fay that any, or all of them, ever influenced

him, either in the compofition or publication of any

„
of his Poems ; though I cannot tell whether they might

not have occafioned a very celebrated Love Epiftle,
from a blind man, to one of Swift's favourite mif-

preifes, called Stumpy, from the fame, of her wooden

fegr

What
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WhaP a glorious fcene is here difplayed of Swift's be

neficence ! po feek oup objects in all
quarters'*

of the

town, from which the bulk of mankind turn with

loathing; to place them in a way of gaining an honeft

livelihood, inftead of being publick nuifances in the

flreet ; to keep them fleady in a courfe of induilry, by
frequenP vifips in fuch places as phe faftidious rich would

difdain to enter; to fupply Pheir wanps when bufinefs

was flack, and encourage the fuccefsful by farther

bounties—Thefe are inftances of fuch truly Chriftian

Charity, as are rarely to be found. And after this fhall

it be a doubt whether Swift had a heart fufeeptible of

the foft feelings of humanity ?

He had a fervant well known to all his friends by the

name of Saunders ; an appellation given him by the

Dean. He was remarkably kind to him during a

courfe of feveral years fpent in his fervice, but more

particularly throughout a long illnefs, under which he

laboured for many months before he died. He -had him

buried in the South aifle of his Cathedral, where he

erected a monument to him in a fmall piece of ftatuary
marble, with this infcription.

Here lieph Phe Body of

Alexander Maoee, Servant to Doctor

Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's.

Flis grateful Mafter caufed this Monument to be

erected in Memory of his Difcretion, Fidelity,
and Diligence, in that humble Station.

Ob. Mar. 24, 1721, JEtat. 29.

In Phe original draught, which I faw in the Dean's

pwn handTwriting, it flood thus :

His grateful Friend, and Mafter, &c.

A GenPle*
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A Gentlemanof the Dean's acquaintance, much more

diftinguifhed for vanipy phan wifdom, prevailed upon

him to leave out the word friend^ and only write hi$

grapeful mafter 5 and this in contradiction to a known

maxim of his own,—" That an affectionate and faith

ful fervanP, fhould always be confidered in the charac

ter of an humble
friend."

He performed the
burial'

fervjce- himfelf on the occafion, and in, the courfe of it

was obferved to fhed tears.

As he expected punctual, ready, and implicit ober

dience, he always tried his fervants when he hired them

by fome teft of their humility. Among other quali

ties* he always afked whether they underftood cleaning

fhoes, becaufe, faid he, my kitchen wench has a fcul-

lion that does her drudgery, and one part of the bufi

nefs of my groom and footman is conftantly to clean

her fhoes by turns : if they fcrupled this, their treaty

was at an end ; if not, he gave them a farther hearing.

His kitchen wench, however, was his cook; a woman

of a large fi?e, robuft conftitution, and coarfe features ;

fier face very much feamed with the frriall-pox, and

furrowed by.agc; this woman he always diftinguifhed

by the name of Sweetheart.

It happened one day that Sweetheart greatly over

roafted phe only joint he had for dinner; upon which

he fent for her up, an.d with great coolnefs and gravity,
ff Sweetheart," fays he, "take this down into the

kitchen;, and do it
lefs."

She replied,
"
that was im-

poffible."

"Pray,
then,"

faid he, "if you had roaft

ed it too. little, could you not have done it more
?''

"Yes, fhe faid, fhe could eafily have done
that;"

('

Why then, Sweetheart^ if you muft commit a fault,
Jet me adyife you to commit one that can be

mended."

To the reft of the fervants, indeed, he appeared to

be churlifh and auftere, but, in rea}iry„ was one of the

■5
beft
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beft mailers in the world. He allowed them board

wages at the higheft rate then known ; and if he em

ployed them about any thing out of the ordinary courfe

of their fervice, he always paid them to the full value

of their work, as he would have paid another. With

thefe emoluments, and the fragments from his table,

he expected they fhould find themfelves in victuals,

and all other necefTaries, except the liveries which he

gave them. If in this fituation their expences were

greater than their income, it was judged a fufficient

reafon to difcharge them ; but on the contrary, as foon

as they had faved a full year's wages, he conftantly paid

them legal intereft for it, and took great pleafure in

feeing it accumulate to a fom, which might fettle them

in fome employment if he fhould die * or if they found

k advifeable to quit his fervice, which was feldom the

cafe ; and he with whom his fervants live long, has un-

dubitable witneffes that he is a good mafter. Befide

the motives already affigned for wifoing to continue In

his fervice, their pride was highly gratified while tBey

remained in that flation ; it was thought an honour to

belong to the Dean in any fhape ; they had more refpect

paid them by the people in general than is ufually

fhewn to any others of this fraternity ; and the Dean's

plain livery was a badge of greater diflinction, than

that of the Lord Lieutenant's with all its finery.

He was one of the cleanlieft men in his perfon that

ever lived. His hands were not only wafhed, as thofe

of other men, with the utmoft care, but his nails were

conftantly kept pared to the quick, to guard againft

the leaft appearance of a fpeck upon them. And as he

walked much, he rarely dreffed himfelf without a ba-

fon of water by his fide, in which he dipt a towel and
cleanfed his feet with the utmoft exactnefs.

In company, he neither wrapped himfelf up in his

own importance, wiphout deigning pq communicate

his.
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,his knowledge, or exert his wit; nor did he engrofs

the converfation by perpetual and overbearing loqua

city. His general rule was, never to fpeak more than

a minute at a time, and then to wait at leaft as long for

Others to take up the converfation ; after which he had

a right to fpeak again. His colloquial flyle, like that

of his writings, was clear, forcible, and concife. He

alfo excelled greatly in telling a flory* and though in

the latter part of his life he was apt to repeat his ftories

too often, yet his wit, as well as his virtue, was always

fuperior to the wretched expedients of thofe defpicable

bablers, who arc perpetually attempting to put off double

entendre and profanenefs, for humour and wit. His

converfation was in the higheft degree chafle, and

wholly free from the leaft tincture of irreligipn. As he

was zealous to preferve all the delicacies of converfa

tion, he was always beft pleafed when fome of the com

pany were Ladies; and in his letter to Lord Oxford,
he fays, fince women have been left out of all our

meetings, except parties of play, or where worfe de-

figns are carried on, our converfation has very much

degenerated. 'And in this inftance, his example is a

reproof to thofe pedants, who fuppofe that women are

never in their proper fphere, but in the dreffing-room

or nurfery.

The cuftom of Dublin in his time was, that the La

dies fhould withdraw immediately after the firft glafs

had gone round ; but he never permitted , this either

when he had parties at home, or was invited to any

abroad; always infilling upon their ftaying till the

Gentlemen had nearly done with their wine ; and then

after a decent allowance of time, they joined companies

agaift at tea and coffee, as is the cuftom of France,
and paffed the remainder of the evening together. But

the Gentlemen at that time were Poo fond of the bottle,

and
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and of their own difcourfe over it, po fuffer phat cuftoni

to become general.

If the converfation turned upon ferious fubjects, "he

was neither petulant in the debate, nor negfigent of

the iflfue. He would liften with great attention to the

arguments of others, and whether he was or was no^

engaged as a difputant himfelf, he would recapitulate

what had been faid, ftate the queftion with great clear-

nefs and precifion, point out the controverted particu

lar, and appeal to the opinion either of fome neutral

perfon, or of Phe majority.

Lord Orrery had faid of him, that he was open to

adulation, and could not, or would not, diftinguifh be

tween low flattery and juft applaufe. From which

charge he has been defended by Doctor Delany, in the

following manner :

My Lord, the charge of Swift's delighting in low

adulation, has lain fo heavy upon my mind, that I have

revolved it with utmoft attention for many hours, yet

can find no juft foundation for it. His heart was fo

thoroughly averfe from flattery, that he took allocca-

fions, not only to exprefs his utter contempt and deteft-

ation of it, but alfo to difluade others from it. How

it might have been with him in the decline of his un

derftanding, when he made hafty approaches to a fe

cond childhood, I cannot fay; he might then pofiibly,

be fed by thofe about him, as children often are, with

plumbs and fweetmeats, inftead of falutary food.

In confirmation of the above account given by Doc
tor Delany, I remember, when his Lordfhip's book

firft came out, to have read this paffage to Mrs. Sican,
an intimate friend of the Dean's ; upon which fhe ex

preffed herfelf thus :
" I never yet knew any mortal

who durft flatter him except his Lordfhip
himfelf."

Indeed the only way of paying court to him, was not

by
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by words, but a very refpectful behaviour towards him,
which he expected fo much, that moft of his, acquaint

ance, except his intimate friends, flood in fome degree

of awe before him. On the contrary, he was more

open
to*

admonition than flattery, if it were offered

without arrogance, and by perfons of whofe ability and

•candour he had no doubt. In his Poem of Baucis and

Philemon, which does not confifl quite of two hundred

verfes, Swift himfelf related, that Mr. Addifon made

him blot out fourfcore, add fourfcore, and alter four-

feore.

I remember a remarkable inftance of this kind, told

me by one of his Chapter, which deferves to be re

corded as a ufeful leffon to fuch opinionated authors,

as cannot bear to be told of atly faults in theirWritings.

That Gentleman happened to vifit him at a time when

the Dean was about to fend a newly written Pamphlet

to the prefs; which he put into his friend's hands, de-

firing that he would point out freely any faults he

might find in it. The Gentleman fluck at two palTa-

ges, and propofed an amendment of them; which

Swift inftantly complied with. When the work came

out, the Gentleman, upon a fecond reading, found he

had-be«n wrong in his objections, and that the pafiages

had been altered for the worfe. Upon his next vifit to

the Dean, he expreffed fome concern at this, and no

fmall degree of furprife, upon recollecting that ther

other had fo readily acquiefced in the change, without

making the flighteft objection, though he muft have

been confcious it was wrong.
"

Sir, faid Swift, I
"
confidered that the pafiages were of no great confe

quence, and I made the alterations you defired with

out hefitation, left, had I flood up in their defence, you

might have imputed it to the vanity of an author un

willing to hear of his errors ? and by this ready com

pliance,
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pliance, I helped you would, at all times hereafter, h&

the more free in your
remarks."

Though he had no

fkill in mufic, nor ear for its beauties, yet he had foffi-

cient for a moft ridiculous and droll imitation of it; of

which Doctor Delany gives the following inftance in a

fcene at which he was prefent one evening, together

with fome others of the Dean's friends.

Tom Rofeingrave was juft returned from Italy?

and Doctor Pratt, then Provoft of the College, Who

was not long come back from the fame place, and was

far gone in the Italian tafte of mufick, had been that

morning at St. Patrick's, to hear him play a voluntary,

and was in high rapture in praife of it. Upon which

fome of the company wifhed they had been prefent to

have heard it. " Do
you,"

faid Swift ? " Then you

fhall hear it
ftill;"

and immediately he fong out fo-

lively, and yet fo ridiculous an imitation of it, that all

the company were kept in continual laughter till it was

over; except one old Gentleman, who fate with great

compofure, and though he liftened, .yet it feemed to

make little or no impreffion on him; and being afked.

how he could hear fuch a fine piece of mufic without

being at all affected by it, made anfwer,
"
that he had

heard Mr. Rofeingrave himfelf play it
before."

An

anfwer which, it may well be imagined, did not leffen

the mirth.

Swift had a peculiar knack of conveying fine praife

under cover, of very rough words, When Lord Car

teret was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Swift happened

to have a little difpute with him about the grievances

that kingdom fuffered from England, and the folly,

nonfenfe, and injuftice of their government in that re

fpect ; for he fpared no hard words on that fubject. The

Lord Lieutenant replied with a maftery and ftrength of

reafoning, for which he was.fo remarkable, andwhich

SwLfe>
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Swift not well liking at that time* cried out in a vio

lent paffion—"What the vengeance brought you among
us ? Get you back-^-Get you back—Pray GodAlmighty
fetid us our boobies

again."

Being one day at a Sheriff's feaft, who* among other

toafts, called out to him, Mr. Dean, The Trade of

Ireland. He anfwered quick *,—Sir, I drink no memo

ries.

He greatly admired the talents of the late Duke of

Wharton, as the Duke did his ; who one day dining
with the Dean, and recounting feveral wild frolics he

had run through j
"

My
Lord,"

faid Swift,
" let me

recommend one more to you—Take a frolic to be good

—

rely upon it, you will find it the pleafanteft frolic you

ever was engaged in
f."

Happening to be in company with a petulantyoUrig

man, who prided himfelf in faying pert things to the

Dean, and at laft getting up with feme conceited gefti-*-

culations, faid, with a confident air—
" You muft know,

Mr. Dean* I fet up for a
Wit.*' " Do you

fo*'*

fays

the Dean,
"
then take my advice, and fit down

again/'

Being one day at a Vifitation-dinner, a Clergyman,
Who valued himfelf more upon his wit than he ought,

and often miftook a rough kind of abufe for keen rail

lery; took it into his head to exercife his talents upon

the Dean* and that very licentioufly. Swift fate with

all the compofure of a deaf man, not feeming to hear

* To take the force of this
ahfwe'

r, it is neceffary to obferve, that

it was made foon after Bifhop Brown's T>ook had
come-

out againft

Drinking the Memories of the Dead j whieh at that time made fome

hoife.

f DoftorDelany has wonderfully marred this tale in the telling, as

he has entirely miffed the point* concluding it thus
—Take my word

for it, that One will dd you mere honour, than all the other frolicks of

your.life. To the idea ofhonour to frolicks, is nonfenfe ; they
tan only be confidered as pleafant.

Dd a word
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a word rhap he had faid, nor making any kind of an

fwer. Ap length the Bifhop interpofed, and checked

the petulance of the Snarl; which was the name he

went by. The Dean immediately got up, and begged
that no reftraint may be laid on the Gentleman—"Mo-

mus, my Lord, was always admitted to the feafts of the

Gods, and privileged to fay whatever he pleafed
there."

From that time, inftead of Snarl, the Gentleman was

called by no other name but that of Momus.

. Sitting one evening with Mr. Addifon, the conver

fation happened to turn upon the moft diftinguifhed

characters in the Hiftory of the Old Teftarrie'fit ; in

which, Swift preferred and fupported that of Jofeph^
and Addifon that of Jonathan ; and after they had ur*

ged their reafons on both fides, with much zeal for a

confiderable time ; Mr. Addifon fmiled, and faid, he

was glad no third perfon was witnefs to their difputfc;
juft recollecting that he was afferting the hero of Swift's

name, Jonathan; and Swift the hero of his, Jofeph;
which might have been interpreted by-a flander-by, as
an intended compliment of each to the other.

A young Clergyman, the fon of a Bifhop in Ireland,

having married without the knowledge of his friends,
it gave umbrage to his family, and his father refufed

to fee him. The Dean being in company with him

fome time after, faid he would tell him a flory, "When

I was a fchool-boy at Kilkenny, and in the lower form,
I longed very much to have a horfe of my own to ride

on. One day I faw a poor man leading a very mangy
lean horfe out of the town to kill him for the fkin. I

afked the man if he would fell him, which he readily
confented to upon my offering him fomewhat more than

the price of the hide, which was all the money I had

in the world. I immediately got on him, to the great
envy of fome of my fchool

-fellows, and.to the ridicule

of
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of others, and rode him about the town. The horfe

foon tired and laid down. As I had no liable to put

him into, nor any money to pay for his fuftenance, I

began to find out what a foollfh bargain I had made,

and cried heartily for the lofs ofmy cafh ; but the horfe

dying foon after upon the fpot, gave me fome
relief."

To this the young Clergyman anfwered—
"
Sir, your

llory is very good, and applicable to my cafe ; I own I

deferve fuch
rebukes,"

—and then burft into a flood of

tears. The Dean made no reply, but went the next

day to the Lord Lieutenant, and
prevailed'

Pn him to

give the young Gentleman a fmall living then vacant,
for his immediate fupport; and not long after brought

about a reconciliation between his father and him.

The following anecdote is given by Dr. Goldfmith,
in his Life of Parnell. The Scriblerus Club, when

the Members were in town, were feldom afonder, and

they often made excurfions together into the country,

and generally on foot. Swift was ufually the butt of

the company, and if a trick was played, he was always

the fufferer. The whole party once fet out to walk

down to the houfe of Lord B about twelve miles

from town. As every one agreed to make the beft of

his way, Swift, who was remarkable for walking* foon

left all the reft behind ; fully refolved, upon his arrival,
to choofe the very beft bed for himfelf, as was his cuf

tom. In the mean time, Parnell was determined to

prevent his intentions ; and taking horfe, arrived at

Lord B 's by another way, dong before him. Ha

ving apprifed his Lordfhip of Swift's defign, it was re

folved at any rate to keep him out of the houfe ; but

how to do this, was the queftion. Swift never had the

fmall-pox, and was much afraid of catching it; as

*foon#-
therefore, as he appeared finding

aIong; at fome

diftance from the houfe, one of his Lordfhip's fervant$

D d 2 was
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was difpatched, to inform him that the fmall-pox was

then making great ravage in the family ; but that there

was a fummer-houfe at the end of the garden, with a

field-bed at his fervice. There the difappointed Dean

was obliged to retire, and.take a cold fupper that was

fent him, while the reft were feafting within. How

ever at laft they took compaffion on him; and upon

his promifing never to choofe the beft bed again, they

permitted him to make one of the company.

During his laft deplorable ftate, the following cirr

cumflances are all that, are recorded. In the begin

ning of the year 1741, his underftanding was fo.much

impaired, and his paffions fo greatly increafed, that he

was utterly incapable of converfation. Strangers were

not permitted to approach him, and his friends found

it neceffary to have guardians appointed of his perfon

and eflate. Early in the year 1742, his reafon was

wholly fubverted, and his rage became abfolute mad-

nefs. The laft perfon whom he knew, was Mrs.

Whiteway; and the fight of her, when he knew her no

longer, threw him into fits of rage fo violent and

dreadful, that fhe was forced to leave him ; and the

only act of kindnefs that remained in her power, was

to call once or twice a week at the Deanery, inquire
after his health, and fee that proper care was taken of

him. Sometimes fhe would fleal a look at him when

his back was towards her, but did not dare to venture

into his fight. He would neither eat nor drink while

the fervant who brought him his provifions flayed in
the room. His meat, which was ferved up ready cut,
he would fometimes foffer to fland an hour upon the

table before he would touch it; and at laft he would

eat it walking; for during this miferable ftate of his

mind, it was his conftant cuftom to walk ten hours a

day.

In
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tn October 1742, after this phrenzy had continued

feveral months, his left eye fwelled to the fize of an

egg, and the lid appeared to be fo much inflamed and

difcoloured, that the furgeon expected it would mor

tify; feveral large boils alfo broke out on his arms and

his body. The extreme pain of this tumour kept him

waking near a month, and during one week it was with

difficulty that five perfons kept him, by mere force,
from tearing out his eyes. Juft before the tumour per

fectly fubfided, and the pain left him, he knew Mrs.

Whiteway, took her by the hand, and fpoke to her with

his former kindnefs : that day, and the, following, he

knew his phyfician and furgeon, and all his family, and

appeared to have fo far recovered his underftanding and

temper; that the furgeon was not without hopes he

might once more enjoy fociety, and be amufed with

the company of his old friends. This hope, how

ever, was but of fhort duration ; for, a few days after

wards, he funk into a ftate of total infenfibility, flept

much, and could not, without great difficulty, be pre

vailed on to walk acrofs the room. This was the effect

of another bodily difeafe, his brain being loaded with

water. Mr. Stevens, an ingenious Clergyman of his

Chapter, pronounced this to be the cafe during his ill

nefs, and upon opening his head it appeared that he

was not miflaken : but though he often intreated the

Dean's friends and phyficians that his fkull might be

trepanned and the water difcharged, no regard was paid

to his opinion or advice.

After the Dean had continued filent a whole year in

this helplefs ftate of idiocy, his houfekeeper went into

his room on the 30th of November in the morning,

telling him that it was his birth-day, and that bonfires

and illuminations were preparing to celebrate it as

ufual; to this he immediately
replied—" It is all folly,

phey had betPer let it
alone."

D d 3 Som©
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Some orher inftances of fhorP inpervals of fenflbility
and reafon, after his madnefs had ended in flupor, feem

to prove Phat his diforder, whapever itwas, had not de»

flroyed, but only fufpended the powers of his mind.

He was fomepimes vifiped by Mr. Deane Swift, a re,

lation, and abput Chriftrrjas, 1743, he feemed defirous,
to fpeak Po him. Mr. Swifp then told him he came po

dine wiph him ; and Mrs. Ridgeway Phe houfekeeper

immediaPely faid,
?c Won'p you give Mr. Swift a glaf§

of wine, Sir
?" To this he made no anfwer, but fhewed

he-underftood phe queftion, by fhrugging up his (boulders

as he had been ufed to do when he had a mind a friend

fhould fpend the evening with him, and which was as

much as to fay,
*c You will ruin me in

wine."

Soon

after he again endeavoured, with a good deal of pain,

po find words ; but at laft, after many efforts, not be

ing able, he fetched a deep figh, arid was afterwards

filent. A few months after this, upon his houfekeeper's

removing a knife, as he was going to catch at it, he

drugged up his fhoulders, and faid, c? I amwhat I am ■"•

and, in about fix minupes, repeated the fame words,

two or three times.

In the year 1744, he now and then called his fervant

by his name, and once attempting to fpeak to him, but
not being able to exprefs his meaning, he fhewed fign?
of much uneafinefs, and at laft faid,

" I am a
fool.'*

Once afterwards, as his fervant was taking away his,
watch, he faid, « bring it

here;"
and when the fame

fervant was breaking a hard large coal, he faid,
"
that,

js a ftone, ypu
blockhead."

From this time he was perfectly filenP till the latter

end of October, 1745, and then died withoup the leaft

pang or convulfion, in the feventy-eighth year of his,
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Some Particulars concerning Dr. Swift. 'Taken

from Mrs. Pilkingtpn's Memoirs.

|Rs. Pilkington's acquaintance with Dr. Swift

commenced from fending him foine Verfes on

his Birth-day. Thefe the Dean received very kindly,
land faid, he would fee her whenever fhe pleafed.

A few days after, fhe was introduced to the Dean in

Dr. Delany's garden at Delville, by a gentlewoman.

He faluted her, and afked the Lady, if fhe was her

daughter? The Lady fmiled* and faid, fhe was Mrs.

Pilkington. "What,"

fays he,
"
this poor little child

married ! married ! Gold help her, foe is very early

engaged in
trouble."

The Dean engaging Mn Pil

kington to preach for him at the Cathedral next Sun

day in St. Patrick's Church, Mrs. Pilkington was

charmed to fee with what a becoming piety the Dean

performed that Holy Service, which he had fo much

at heart, that he wanted not the affiftance of the Li

turgy, but went quite through it, without ever looking
in the book. He bowed at the table ; which

behaviour-

was cenfored, as favouring of Popery. But this cir-

cum'ftance may vindicate him from the wicked afper-

fion of being deemed an unbeliever, fince it is plain

he had the utmoft reverence for the Eucharift. Service

being ended, the Dean was furrounded at the Church-

door, by a crowd of poor ; to all of whom he gave

charity, except an old woman, who held out a very

dirty hand to him. He told her very gravely, that

though fhe was a beggar, water was not fo fearce but

flic
might"

have waftied her hands. When they came

to theDeanery, the Dean very kindly faluted Mrs.

Pilkington, and without allowing her time to fit down,

D d 4 bad
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bad her come and fee his library; but merrily Pold Mr.

Pilkington, who was for following them, thap he did

pot defire his company. «
Well,"

faid he to her,
"
I

have brought you here to fhew you all the money I got

when I was in. the Miniftry ; but don't fleal any of
it."

" I will not indeed,
Sir,"

faid fhe. So opening a ca-*

binet, he fhewed her a parcel of empty drawers:

?' Blefs
me,"

fays he,
"
the money is

flown."

He

then opened his bureau, wherein he had a great num

ber of curious trinkets of various kinds, fome of which

were prefented to him by the Earl and Countefs ofOx-/

ford, Lady Mafham, and Lady Betty Germaine, At

laft coming to a drawer filled with medals, he bade her

choofe two for herfelf; but he could not help fmiling,
when fhe began to poize them in her hands, choofing
them by weight rather than antiquity.

At dinner the Dean's behaviour was very humourous.

He placed himfelf at the head of his table, oppofite

to a.great pier glafs, fo that he could fee in the glafs

whatever the fervants did behind him. He was ferved

entirely in plate, with great elegance, but the beef be

ing oyer-roafted, put the company all in confufion.

The Dean called for the cook-maid, and ordered her

to take the beef down flairs, and do it lefs. She an

fwered very innocently, that fhe could not.
"

Why,
what fort of a creature are

you,"

fays he,
"
to commit

a fault which cannot be
amended?"

And'

turning to

Mrs. Pilkington, he faid very gravely,
" That he ho

ped, as the cook was a woman of genius, he fhould,
by this manner of arguing, be able, in about a year's

time, to convince her fhe had better fend up the meat

poo little phan too much
done;"

charging the men-

fervants, whenever they imagined the meat was ready,

they fhould take it, fpit and all, and bring it up by
force, promifing to aid them in cafe the cook refilled.

Having



DOCTOR SWIFT. 409

Having afked Mr. and Mrs. Pilkington if they could

fmoke ? and being anfwered, that they did not;
" It

is a
fign,"

faid he,
"
you were neither of you bred in

the Univerfity of Oxford ; for drinking and fmoking
are the firft rudiments of learning taught there* and

in thofe two arts no Univerfity in Europe can outdo

them."

Having afked Mrs. Pilkington if fhe had any

faults ? "
Pray, Mr.

Dean,"

faid Dr. Delany,
'«

why

will you be fo unpolite as toTuppofe Mrs. Pilkington

has any faults
?" " I'll tell

you,"

replied the Dean ;

" whenever I fee a number of agreeable qualities in

any perfon,
I am always fore they have bad ones foffi-

cient to poize the
feale."

Mrs. Pilkington bowed, and

told him, he did her great honour; in that copying

Bifhop Berkeley, whom fhe had frequently heard de

clare, that when any fpeech was made to him, which

mioht be conftrued either into a compliment or an af

front, or that had two handles, he always took hold of

the beft.

The Dean then afked Mrs. Pilkington, if fhe were a

Queen, what fhe would choofe to have after dinner?

She anfwered,
"
your converfation,

Sir." "
Pooh,"'

*' faid he,
" I mean, what

regale."" A difh of cof

fee,
Sir,"

anfwered fhe. "

Why
then,"

faid he, " I

will fo far make you as happy as a Queen; you fhall

have fome in perfection : for,
when'

I was Chaplain to

the Earl of Berkeley, who was in the government here,

I was fo poor, I was obliged to keep a coffee houfe,
and all the Nobility reforted to it to talk

treafon."

The

Dean then fet about making the coffee : but the fire

feorching his hand, he called to Mrs. Pilkington to

reach him his glove; and changing the coffee-potto

his left hand, held out his right one, ordering her to

put the glove on it; which accordingly fhe did; when

fakingup part of his gown PO fan himfelf with, and

afting
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acting in
character of a prudifo Lady, he faid, " Well^

1 don'P know what to think ; women may be honeft

that do fuch things ; but, for my part, I never could

bear to touch any man's flefh
—except my hufband's;

whom,
(faid he),

" fhe wifhed at the
Devil."

" Mr.
Pilkington,"

faid he,
"
you would not tell

me your wife's faults; bur I have found her out to be

a d n'd infolent, proud, unmannerly
flut."

"What

hath fhe done now
?"

faid Mr. Pilkington. " Done,"

faid the Dean ;
"

why nothing but fat there quietly,

and never once offered to interrupt me in making the

coffee ; whereas a Lady of modern good breedingwould

have ftru°-gled with me for the coffee-pot, until fhe had

made me feald myfelf and her, and made me throw the

coffee in the fire, or perhaps at her head, rather than

permit me to take fo much trouble for
her."

Mrs. Pilkington flaid at home with the Dean during
the time of the afternoon's fervice ; and he made her

read his Hiftory of- the laft Seffion of Parliament, and

the Peace of Utrecht, written atWindfor in 1713, afk-

ino- her at the conclufion of every period, whether fhe

underftood it? "fori
would,"

faid he, "have it in-.

telligible to the meaneft capacity ; and, if you cpn>

prehend it, it is poffible every body
may."

She accompanied the Dean to Evening prayer; and

on their return to the Deanery, he told Mr. and Mrs.

Pilkington, that he gave them leave to flay to fopper;
which from him was a fufficient invitation. The Dean

then decanted a bottle of wine; and the laft glafs be

ing muddy, he called to Mr. Pilkington to drink it;
"
for,"

faid he,
" 1 always keep fome poor parfon to

drink the foul wine for
me."

Mr. Pilkington entering

into his humour, thanked him, and told him, he did

not know the difference, but was glad to get a glafs of

wine at any rate.
"

Why
then,"

faid phe Dean,
"
you

$ frsn'ti
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(hant j for I'll drink it myfelf. Why p ^-x take you,

you are wifer than a paltry Curate whom I afked to

dine with me a few days ago; for, upon my making
the fame fpeech to him, he told me he did not under-

ftand fuch ufage; and fo walked off wiphoup his din

ner. By phe fame Poken, I told the gentleman who re

commended him to me, that the fellow was a block

head, and I had done with
him."

The Dean then miffing his golden bottle-fcrew, told
Mrs. Pilkington very flernly, he was fore fhe had flolen

jr.
She'

affirmed very ferioufiy, foe had not. Upon

which he looked for it, and found it where he himfelf

had laid it :
" It is well for

you,"

faid he,
"
that I

have got it, or I would have charged you with
theft."

"Why, pray,
Sir,"

faid fhe,
" fhould I be fufpected

more than any other perfon in the company
?"

"For a

very cgood
reafon,"

faid he,
" becaufe you are the

pooreft."

At their going away, the Dean handed Mrs. Pil

kington down all the fleps to the coach, thanking them

for the honour of their company, at the fame time

flipping into her hand as much money as Mr, Pilking
ton and fhe had given at the offering in the morning,

and coach-hire alfo ; which fhe durft not refufe, left

fhe fhould have been deemed as great a blockhead as

the parfon who refufed thick wine.

In one of the Dean's periodical fits of deafnefs, he

fent forMrs. Pilkington ; who having come, he brought
out a large book, finely bound in Turkey leather, and

handfomely gilt :
" This," faid he,

" is the Tranfla-

tion of the Epiftles of Horace, a prefent to me from

phe Author; it is a fpecial good coyer; but I have a

mind there fhould be fomething valuable within fide

pf
it."

So, taking out his pen-knife, he cut out all

$he leaves clofe to the inner margin,
*' Now," faid

he,,
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he,
" I will give thefe what they greaply want and

put them all into the fire. " Your tafk, Madam, is

to pafte in thefe letters, in this cover, in the order I

fhall give them to you : I intended to do it myfelf, but

that I thought it might be a pretty amufement for a

child; fo I fent for
you."

She told him, fhe was ex

tremely proud to be honoured with his commands ;

bup requefted to have leave to read the letters as fhe

went on.
" Why,"

faid the Dean,
"
provided you

will acknowledge yourfelf amply rewarded for your

trouble, I do not much care if I indulge you fo
far."

In reading the letters, fhe could not avoid remark

ing to the Dean, that notwithftanding the friendfhip
Mr. Pope profeffed for Mr. Gay, he could not forbear

a great many fatirical, or, if fhe might be allowed to

fay fo, envious remarks on the foccefs of the Beggar's

Opera *. The Dean very frankly owned, he did not

think Mr. Pope was fo candid to the merit of other

Writers as he ought to be. She then ventured to afk

the Dean, whether he thought the lines Mr. Pope ad

dreffed him with in the beginning of the Dunciad,

were any compliment to
him ? viz.

O thou ! whatever title pleafe thine ear.

" I
believe,"

faid he,
"

they were meant as fuch,

but they are very
ftiff." "

Indeed,
Sir,"

faid fhe, he

is fo perfectly a mafter of harmonious numbers, that

had his heart been the leaft affected with his fubject, he

muft have writ better. How cold, how forced, are his

lines to you, compared with your's to him !

Hail, happy Pope ! whofe generous mind, He.

All this account »f Pope, and his letters relative to Gay, is pure

invention , he had refufed to give any countenance to this abandoned

woman in the fubfeription for her Poems, and this was the method fhe

took pf avenging herfelf,

Here



DOCTOR SWIFT. 4^

Here we, fee the mafterly Poet, and the warm, fincere,
generous friend ; while he, according to the character

he gives of Mr. -Addifon, damns with faint praife.—.

" Well,"

replied the Dean, .

" I'll fhew you a late letter

of
his."

He did fo ; and . Mrs. Pilkington was furr

to find it filled with low- and un-gentleman-like

reflections, both on Mr. Gay, and the two noble perr

fops who honoured him with their patronage after his

disappointment at Court. "

Well,
Madam,"

faid the

Dean,
"
what do you think of that letter

?"

(feeing fhe

had gone quite through it.)
"

Indeed,
Sir,"

replied

fhe,
" I am forry I have read

it;"

for it gives me reafon

to think there is no fuch thing as a fincere friend po be

met with in the
world."

—
"Why,"

replied he,
" Au

thors are as jealous of their prerogative as Kings ; and

can no more bear a rival in the empire of wit, than a

Monarch could in his
dominions."

Mrs. Pilkington

then pbferving a Latin fentence writ in Italics, defired

the Dean to explain it. " No,"

replied he, fmiling,
"I'll leave that for your hufband to do. I'll fend for,
him to dine with us, and in the mean time we'll go and

take a walk in Naboth's
Vineyard."

—
" Where may

that be, Sir
?"

faid fhe. "

Why, a
garden,"

faid the

Dean, "I cheated one of my neighbours out
of."

When they entered the garden, or rather the field,
which was fquare, and enclofed with a Hone wall, the

Dean afked her, how fhe liked it ? "Why, pray,
Sir,"

faid fhe,
<e
where is the garden

?" " Look behind
you,"

faid he. She did fo; and obferved the South wall was

lined with brick, and a great number of fruit-trees

planted againft it, which being then in bloffom, look

ed very beautiful. " What are you fo intent on
?"

faid the Dean. " The opening
bloom,"

replied fhej
which brought Waller's lines to her remembrance,

Hope waits upon the*flow'ry Prime.
" Oh

!"
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«*Oh!"

replied he, "you are in -a poericai Vein* 1

thoughP you had been taking notice ofmy wall. It is

the beft in Ireland. When the mafons were building

it, (as-mofttradefmen are rogues), I watched them

very clofe, and as often as they could, they put in a

rotten flone ; of which however I rook no norice, un*-

til Phey had built phree or four perches beyond i£.

Now, as I am an abfolute Monarch ir. the Liberties,

and King of the Rabble, my way with them was, to

have the wall thrown down to the place where I obfer

ved the rotten flone ; and, by doing fo five or fix times,

the workmen were at laft convinced it was their intereft

to be honeft
:"—"

or elfe,
Sir,"

faid Mrs. Pilkington,
"
your wall would have been as tedious a piece of

work as Penelope's web, if all that was done in the3ay

was to be undone at
night."" Well,"

anfwered the

Dean,
" I find you have poetry for every occafion ; but

as you cannot keep pace with me in walking, I would

have you fit down on that little bank, 'till you are

relied, or I tired, to put us more upon a
par."

She feated herfelf, and away the Dean walked, or

rather trotted as hard as ever he could drive. She

could not help fmiling at his odd gait; for fhe thought

to herfelf, he had written fo much in praife of horfes>
that he was refolved to imitate them as nearly as he

could. As fhe was indulging this fancy, the Dean re

turned to her, and gave her a ftrong confirmation of

his partiality to thofe animals.
" I have been confider-

ing, Madam, as I
walked,"

faid he,
"
what a fool Mr.

Pilkington was to marry you ; for he could have af

forded to keep a horfe for lefs money than you coft

him; and that you muft confefs, would have given

him better exercife and more pleafure than a wife—«

Why, you laugh, and don't anfwer me—is it not

truth ?"—" I muft anfwer you,
Si*"

replied fhe,
"
with

another
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another queftion : Pray how can a batchelor judge of

this matter ? " I
find*"

faid he,
"
you are vain enough

to give yourfelf the
preference." " I do,

Sir,"
re

plied fhe*
"
to that fpecies here ; to a Houynhnm I

would, as becomes me, give preference. But, Sir, it

is^oing to
rain."---" I hope

not,"

faid he, " for that

Will cofe me fix-pence for a coach for
you,"

(the garden

being at fame diftance from the houfe.)
"

Come,
hafte ; O how the teller trembles in my pocket I

"

She

obeyed ; and they got home
juft- time enough to efcape

a heavy fhower. " Thank
God,"

faid the Dean, " I

have faved my money. Here, you fellow, (to the fer

vant) carry this fix-pence to the lame old man that fells

gingerbread at the corner, becaufe he tries to do fome

thing* and does not
beg."

Mrs. Pilkington was fhewed into a little ftreet-par-

four, in which was Mrs. Brent, his houfe-keeper.
" Here," fays he,, " Mrs. Brent, take care of this

child, while I take my walk out within
doors."

The

Dean then ran up the great flairs, down one pair of

back-flairs, up another, in fo violent a manner, that

Mrs. Pilkington could not help expreffing her uneafi-

;nefs to Mrs. Brent, left he fhould fall and be hurted.

Mrs. Brent faid, it was a cuftomary exercife with him,
•when the weather did not permit him to walk abroad.

Mrs. Brent then told Mrs. Pilkington of the Dean^s

charity; of his giving about halfof his yearly income

in private penfions to decayed families; and keeping
five hundred pounds in the conftant fervice of induf

trious poor, which he lent out five pounds at a time,

Jand took the payment back at two fhillings a-week;

which, fhe obferved, did them more fervice than if he

gave it to them entirely, as it obliged them to work,

sSnd
at: the fame time kept up this charitable

fund' for

the afiiftance of many.
" You cannot

imagine,"
faid

fhe,
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fhe, what numbers of poor Pradefmen, who have even

wanPed proper Pools Po carry on their Work, have, by
this fmall loan, been put into a profperous way, and

brought up their families in credit. The
Dean,"

added

fhe,
" hath found out a new method of being chari

table, in which, however, I believe, he will have but

few followers, which is, to debar himfelf of what he

calls fuperfluities of life, in order to adminifter Po the

neceffities of the diftreffed. You juft now faw an in-

ftance of it ; the money a coach would have coft him,

he gave to a poor man unable to walk. When he dines

alone, he drinks a pint of beer, and gives away the

price of a pint of wine. And thus he acts in number-

lefs
inftances."

The Dean came to dine with Mr. and Mrs. Pilking
ton at the Lilliputian Palace, as he called it ; and who

could have thought it ? He juft looked into the parlour,

and ran up into the garret, then into Mrs. Pilkington's

bed-chamber and library, and from thence down to

the kitchen; and the houfe being very clean, he com

plimented her upon it, and told her, that was his cuf

tom ; and that it was from the cleanlinefs of the garret

and kitchen, he judged of the good houfewifery of

the miftrefs of Phe houfe ; for no douht bur a flup may
have the room clean where the guefts are to be enter

tained..

He was fometimes very free, even to his fuperiots j
of which the following flory, related to Mrs. Pilking
ton by himfelf, may ferve as one inftance amongft a

thoufand others.

The laft time he was in London, he went to dine

with the Earl of Burlington, who was then but newly
married. The Earl being willing, 'tis fuppofed, to

have fome diverfion, did not introduce him to his Lady,
nor mention his name. After dinner, faid the Dean,

"

Lady
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"

Lady BurlingPon, I hear you can fing ; fing me a

fong."

The Lady looked on this unceremonious man

ner of afking a favour with diftafte, and pofitively re

fufed him. He faid, fhe fhould fing, or he would

make her. "

Why, Madam, I fuppofe you take me

for one of your poor Englifh hedge parfons ; fing when

I bid
you."

As the Earl did nothing but laugh at this

freedom, the Lady was fo vexed, that fhe burft into

tears, and retired.

His firft compliment to her when he faw her again,

was,
" Pray,'

Madam, are you as proud and as ill-na

tured now, as when I faw you
laft?"

To which fhe an

fwered with great good humour,
"

No, Mr. Dean ; I'll

fing for you, if you
pleafe."

From which time he con

ceived great efteem for her. But who that knew him

would take offence at his bluntnefs ?

He was a perpetual friend to merit and learning;

and utterly incapable of envy * for in true genuine wit,

he could fear no rival.

It has been often obferved* that where great talents

are bellowed, there the ftrongeft paffions are likewife

given. This great man fometimes let them have do

minion over him, and that on trifling occafioijs, efpe-

cially at meal-times : however, when the cloth was ta

ken away, he made his guefts rich amends for any pain

he had given them. For then,

Was truly mingled in the friendly bowl,
The feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul.

Poke.

Yet he preferved ftrict temperance : for he never drank

above half a pint of wine, in every glafs of which, he

mixed water and fugar: yet, if he liked his com

pany, would fit many hours over it, unlocking all the

E e fprings
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fprings of policy, learning, true humour, and inimi

table wit.

The following ftory the Dean told to Mrs. Pilking

ton.

A Clero-yman *, who was a moft learned fine gentle

man, but, under the fofteft and politeft appearance,

concealed the moft turbulent ambition, having made

his merit as a preacher too eminent to be overlooked,

had it early
rewarded with a mitre. Dr. Swift went to

congratulate him on it ; but told him, he hoped, as his

Lordfnip was a native of Ireland, and had now a feat

in the Houfe of Peers, he would employ his powerful

elocution in the fervice of his diftreffed country. The

Prelate told him, the Bifhoprick was but a very fmall

one, and he could not hope for a better, if he did not

oblige the Court.
"

Very
well,"

fays Swift, "then it

is to be hoped, when you have a better, you will be

come an honeft
man.""

Aye, that I will, Mr.
Dean,"

fays he.
" 'Till then, my Lord,

farewell,"
anfwered

Swift. This Prelate was twice tranflated to richer

Sees; and, on every tranflation, Dr. Swift waited on

him to remind him of his promife; but to no pur

pofe ; there was now an Archbiihoprick in view, and

till that was obtained, nothing could be done. Ha-

vins; in a fhort time likewife got this, he then waited

on the Dean, and told him,
" I am now at the top of

my preferment ; for I well know that no Irifhman will

ever be made Primate ; therefore as I can rife no higher

in fortune or flation, 1 will zealoufly promote the good

of my
country."

And from that time became a moft

zealous Patriot.

* Dr. Theophilss Bolton, promoted to the "Bifhoprick of Clonfert,
tranflated from thence to Elphin, and afterwards to the Archbifhoprick

of Cafhsll.

CON-
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CONCLUSION.

FROM the foregoing Memoirs may be drawn the

true character of Swift} not on the flender ground of

opinion, but the folid foundation of facts.

He was, from his earlieft days, as he deferibes him

felf in one of his poemss

AddiSled to nofort of vice.

Wine, women, and gaming, the three great feducers

of youth, had never the leaft influence over him. He

has been often heard to fay, that he never was drunk in

his life : there have been ftrong reafons affigned for fup-

pofing that he never had any criminal commerce with

the fair fex: and though for a fhort time, during his

refidence in London, he fell in with the fafhion of play

ing for trifles, yet he wholly left it off when he ap

peared in Ireland in the character of the Dean of St.

Patrick's.

Virtus eft vitium fugere—

is an old adage ; and the bofom that is free from Vice,
is finely prepared for the reception ofVirtue. The foil

in which no weeds fprout up, will reward the cultivator

with plenteous crops of ufeful grain. Accordingly we

find, from his firft appearance in theworld, he was pof

feffed of three of "the Cardinal Virtues, Juftice, Tem

perance, and Fortitude, in an eminent degree. His

prudence, indeed, with regard to worldly views, might

often be called in queftion ; and fometimes he might be

hurried away from liftening to her fober dictates, by the

E e a im-
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impetuofity of a warm imagination, or allured by the

fportivenefs of fancy : yet on all important occafions,

he fhewed that he had no common fhare of that virtue,

fo neceffary to the right direction of all the others. In

the practice of thefe higher virtues, did he conftantly

live, even with a floical feverity ; and none of the great

characters of antiquity, were, on that account, more

entitled to our efteem and admiration.

But to conciliate the good-will and love ofmankind,

qualities of a gentler fort are neceffary, the virtues of

humanity;, foch as friendfhip, liberality, charity, good

nature, He. all which he was known to poffefs in a high

degree by his intimate friends, though an oppofite cha->

rafter of him prevailed in the world. I have already

accounted for this in the Preface, from a peculiar call

of his mind, which made him not or.lv conceal thefe

qualities from the public eye, but often difguife them

under the appearance of their contraries. I fhall now

fhew how this peculiarity firft grew upon him. We

have already feen during what a length of years his

proud fpirit groaned under a ftate of dependence on

his relations for a feanty and precarious fopport; Up
on enquiring into the hiftory of his progenitors, he

found that his grandfather had been reduced from a

Hate of affluence, to extreme poverty, by the moft

cruel perfecution of the Fanatics in the time of Crom
well. To this he imputed all his own fufferings, as

well as thofe of his family ; which fixed foch a rooted

hatred in him to them and their principles, as he took

every opportunity of manifefting by his writings, when
ever occafion offered, during the whole courfe of his
life. This it was which gave him foch a deteftation ofr

hypocrify, a vice generally laid to their charge, as to

make him run into the oppofite extreme. In which re
fpect he was certainly highly blameable, as he was him

felf
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felf a teacher of that religion, which enjoins its pro-

feffors to Let their light fo fhine before men, that they

mightfee their good works, &c. Efpecially as he flood

in fo confpicuous a point of view, from the foperiority
of his talents', that his example might have been of the

greateft benefit, towards fopporting the caufe of reli
gion and virtue; as, on the other hand, infidelity and

vice gloried not a little, on the fuppofed enliftment of

fo great a name under their banner. It was this

ftrangely aflumed character, this new fpecies of hypo-

crify.reverfed, as Lord Bolingbroke juftly termed it,
which prevented his appearing in that amiable light,

to which he was entitled from the benevolence of his :

heart, except to a chofen few. In his friendfhips he

was warm, zealous, conftant : and perhaps no man

ever contracted fuch a number with fo judicious and

happy a felection. We find him every where extolled

for his pre-eminence in this firft and rareft of virtues*

by his numerous correfpondents-; among whom were

many the moft diftinguifhed of that age for talents and

worth. Mr. Pope, in his Preface to Homer, acknow

ledges in the ftrongeft terms his obligation to him for

his uncommon zeal in promoting the fubfcription to

that work: and well he might, as there is good reafon

to believe that the fum procured by his felicitation was

not lefs than a thoufand pounds. We have feen with

what ardour he engaged in a fimilar office for his friend

Prior; for though he had at that time little intereft in

Ireland, yet, by the utmoft exertion of that little, he

remitted to him between two and three hundred pounds,

^collectedby him for fobferiptions po his Works ; as ap

pears by receipts in my poffeffion. Many inftances of

a fimilar kind have been cafoally brought to light, in

fpite of his endeavours to conceal them. His con

stancy in friendfhip was fuch, that he was never known

E e 3 to
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to break any connection of that fort, till his faculties

v/ere impaired in the decline of life, except in the cafe

of Steele ; wherein he was perfectly juflified from the

ingratitude and infolence of his behaviour towards him.

Indeed his notions of friendfhip were fo exalted, that

he wifhed it might not be confined to the prefent life;
for he fays in one of his letters to Pope,—

" I have

often wifhed that God Almighty would be fo eafy tp

the weaknefs of mankind, as to let old friends be ac-
'

quainted in another ftate ; and if I were to write a

Utopia for Pleaven, that would be one of my
fchemes."

To his good-nature and tendemefs of heart, many

teftimonies have been given by thofe who beft knew

him, in the feveral quotations already made from the

letters of Addifon, Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay, and many

others. Addifon in particular fays, that he honoured

him more for that one good quality, than all his more

fhining talents. Captain Charlton, in his letter to him,
fays,

" I am fenfible how intruding it may appear in

me to trouble you with what I think; but you have an

unlucky quality, which expofes you to the forwardnefs

of thofe that love you ; I mean good-nature. From

which, though I did not always fufpetJ you guilty of it, I

now promife myfelf an eafy
pardon."

1 have here

quoted this paffage, the rather, becaufe phe latter part

of it is a confirmation of what I have advanced with

regard to the pains he took to hide thofe good qualities

he poffeffed, which were difcoverable only on a clofer

intimacy. But as the quality of good nature is that

part of his character leaft likely to gain credit, on ac

count of the general prevalence of the contrary opi

nion, I fhall here enumerate fome of the more ftriking
inftances of his great fenfibility and tendemefs of heart,
which have been difperfed in different parts of this

Work. Of this the moft unequivocal proofs have, been
2

given
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given in his letters to Stella, giving an account of the

flabbing of Mr. Harley by Guifeard: in his behaviour

to the Duchefsof Hamilton, on the fatal event of her

Lord's death : in his affecting account of the illnefs and

death of poor Harrifon : in his weeping at the funeral

of his fervant Magee; in his burfling into tears upon

feeing the furniture taken down in Dr. Sheridan's par

lour previous to his removal into the country : in all

his letters to the Doctor when Stella's life was defpaired

of: and in all the tender expreffions of the warmeft af*

fection difperfed throughout his Journal to Stella,
which are manifeftly the effufions of a moft feeling
heart. Many more inftances, were it neceffary, might

be adduced to the fame effect, but I fhall add only

one, from an authority which cannot be doubted ; I

mean Mifs Vanhomrigh's. Who, in the midft of that

bitternefs of foul occafioned by his great neglect of

her, begins one of her letters in the following man-

'ner.
" Believe me it is with the utmoft regret that I

now complain to you, becaufe I know your good nature

fuch, that you cannot fee any human creature miferable,

without beingfenfibly touched.

Nor was it in thefe articles, only that the world were

fo miftaken in his character ; from the fame caufe pro

ceeded many other charges againft him, all equally ill

founded. He has been reprefented as a man of great

ambition, pride, avarice, and mifanthropy. Now let

us feewhat foundation there was for any of thefe charges!.

And firft as to ambition.

This is generally confidered as fo powerful a paffion,

thap ip impels thofe who are under its dominion, to feek

its gratification by all
means," juft or unjuft. From

phis fpecies of ambition, never mortal was more free

than Swift. How little he was inclined to make ufe

even of the common allowable modes of rifing in the

E e 4 world,
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world,-

or to gain preferment by any folicitapion on his

part, may be feen by the following extracts from his

letters to the Archbifhop of Dublin, written at a time

when he was in the higheil favour with the people then

in power.
" I humbly thank your Grace for the good

opinion you are pleafed to have of me, and for your ad

vice, which feemeth to be wholly grounded on it. As

to the firft which relateth to my fortune, I fhall never

be able to make myfelf believed how indifferent I am

about it. I fometimes have the pleafure of making

that of others, and 1 fear it is too great a pleafore to

be a virtue, at leaft in me It is my maxim to

leave great Minifters to do as they pleafe ; and if I can

not diftinguifh myfelf enough, by being ufeful in foch

a way, as becometh a man of confcience and honour,

I can do no more; for I never will folicit for mylelf,

though I often do for
others."

And in another place

he fays,
" 1 know nothing of promifes of any thing in

tended for myfelf, but, I thank God, I am not very

warm in my expectations, and know Courts too well,

to be furprifed at difappointments ; which, however,
I fhould have no great reafon to fear, if I gave my
thoughts any trouble that way; which, without affecta

tion, I do not, although I cannot expect to be believed

when I fay fo
?"

Governed as he was by fuch maxims as^thefe, is

there any one at all acquainted with the world, who

could fuppofe that he fhould rife to any high rank in
it? Nay did he himfelf ever feem to expeft it? Per

haps there was no man of his time who had fo many,
and fuch fair opportunities of advancing himfelf to the

higheft dignities of the Church, could he in the leaft
relax from his principles. Upon his return to SirWiL-

liam Temple, afper having refigned his living in Ire

land, in order tp attend jiis fummons, he had the

ftrongeft
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ftrongeft claim upon him for immediaPe preferment ;
and there can be no doubt, had he preffed it,, that the

promife made to SirWilliam by the King, would have

been performed. But he had too much generofity of

foul, Po urge rhis at a rime, when the ill ftate of his

friend's health, required the conftant attendance of

fuch a companion to alleviate his fufferings : and when

his death had releafed him from the benevolent tafk,

we have feen how coldly he purfued Phe claim he had

on King William, and how foon he quitted the purfuit,

as his high fpirit could not brook the attendance necef

fary to fucceed at Court. When he went over to Ire

land with Lord Berkeley, though he had then no for

tune, nor profpedt of provifion from any other quarter,

yet, upon his breach of promife, he broke from him

with marks of .thehigheft refentment. He was after

wards in. high favour with the leading men in the

Whiggifh Miniftry, who made overtures to him of the

moft advantageous kind, if he would affift them in

their defigns ; but when he found their plan was to un

dermine the Church, which he juftly confidered as

one main pillar of the State; and to promote the pri

vate interefts of a Junto, at the expence of the com

munity; he not only quitted them entirely, but pub

lifhed feveral pieceswritten exprefsly to counteract their

meafures ; and this too, long before he was even per-

fonally known to any leaders of the other party : fo

that his conduct could have proceeded only from
difin-

terefted motives.

During the laft years of Queen Anne, from the 'au

thentic account given of the part he fuftained in. the

political drama of that time, fure never man had a

more clear open way before him tp the fummit of pre

ferment. He was the prop and pillar of that Admini-

ftration $ the fole confidential man, without whofe par

ticipation
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ricipation and advice, nophing of moment was under

taken, and the chief inftrument in carrying their deli

berations into execution. The bofom friend of Ox

ford, and equally beloved by his rival Bolingbroke.

Had he been a man of intrigue, what fairer opportu

nities could he have wifhed for ? Nay, had he only been

filent with regard to certain points; had he followed

the lead of the Miniftry themfelves, by acquiefcingin

thofe meafures of the Queen, which they found they

could not prevail on her to change, his fuccefs had been

infallible. -But, during that critical time, he feems to

have left all idea of felf out of the queftion. He took

a decided part in purfuing fuch meafures as he thought

moft conducive to the public interefts, let who would

be difobliged at it; and accordingly incurred the

Queen's difpleafure to fuch a degree, as to render

hopelefs all expectations of favours from her. He

forefaw the confequences of fuch a conduct, and fays,
in his Journal to Stella, he knew it was the fure way

to fend him back to his willows, adding, with great

indifference,-^-"But I care
not."

From all phis it appears, that he never was in phe

fmiilleft degree infected with that fpecies of ambition,

which feeks to attain its end per fas et nefas; on the

rontrary, it has been fhewn that he declined taking the

fair and honeft fleps, confiftenp with the niceft prinT

ciples, which lay before him to promotion; nor would

he even facrifice to it the fmalleft part of his delicacy,
fo far as to afk any favour for himfelf, from thofe on

whom he had conferred the higheft obligations. But

on no occafion did he fhew more clearly, how little

iway ambition had over his mind, when it interfered

even with the moft refined delicacy of fentiment,- than

by accepting of Lord Oxford's invitation to accompany

Jiim in his retirement after his fall,, and refufing the

preffing
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preffing felicitations of the new Minifter, backed by the

Queen's favourite, to affift them in carrying their new

meafures into effect; though, at the fame time, they
were the very meafures that had been the object of all his

views, from the time that he had entered into the politi

cal line.

And yet he had ambition to a high degree, but it was

of the pureft and nobleft kind. He was ambitious of

forming a diftinguifhed character in life, by exerting to

the utmoft thofe talents that God had bellowed on him,
for the gpod of mankind, and by a pre-eminence in vir

tue. To anfwer this end, confcious of his ftrength, he

relied folely upon himfelf, and was little folicitous about

external aid. In one of his letters to Pope, he fays,—

'* Becaufe I cannot be a great Lord, I would acquire what

is a kind of fubfidium ; I would endeavour that my bet

ters fhould feek me, by the merit of fomething diflinguifh*

able, inftead of my feeking
them."

How fuccefsful he

was in aPtainjng his end, has been already fhewn. We

{fave feen in whaP a high point of light he flood, during
fhe latter years of Queen Anne ; and what homage was

paid him by all the Great, of both fexes, when he was

only a petty Vicar of Laracor. But this was nothing in

comparifon of the honours phaP afterwards awaited him,
when a whole kingdom looked up to him as their firft and

greateft man ; when the humble title of Dean, dignified

by his wearing it, with a
* The before it, conferred by

the general voice, made all other titles fink degraded :

when at a meeting of all the Nobles, with the Viceroy
pn his throne, Earls, Vifcounts, Barons, Archbifhops,

Bilhops, and Judges, fhrunk into pigmies, like the af-

Jembjy defcribed by Milton in the Pandemonium, upon

* tie was never mentioned by any other title but that ofTheDea.ni
in the fante manner as Ariftotle was called The Stsgyrite, and Homer
The Pogt.

the
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the entrance of The Dean ; all eyes being turned on him

alone, all voices employed in his praife : and when that

kingdom itfelf, by nature great, but rendered little by

oppreflion, was fcarce heard of in Europe, but as the

place of his nativity and refidence. What titles, what

dignities conferred on him by the Monarchs of the earth,

could have raifed him to fuch a height* as that true no

bility of foul, beflowed on him by the King of Kings ?

To fuppofe that he was not confcious of his pre-emi

nence over others, or that he was not pleafed with the

homage paid him on that account, would be to fuppofe

him not to be a man. But whoever impute pride to him

in confequence of this, charge him unjuftly. I mean

when the word is taken in its bad fenfe; for there is a

virtuous pride, as well as a laudable ambition : and his

pride, like his ambition, was of the nobleft kind. That

it was viewed in another light by the world, was owing
to the wrong judgment formed by the bulk of mankind,

who fcldom penetrate farther than the forface, and are go

verned by appearances. But Swift looked deeply into

the nature of things, and eftimated their value, not by
the ftandard of opinion or fafhion, but that of right rea
fon. The maxim he laid down, and always maintained

in the face of the Great, was,
"
That a man of genius

and talents, was a character foperior to that of a Lord ;

and the man of virtue, to that of the man of wealth. Is

there any one who will difpute the Pruth of this .in theory,
however different the practice may be, from the corrup
tions of mankind ? But Swift was not content with vainly

fpeculating upon this point, in the manner of other

Writers ; he determined that his conduct fhould be con

formable to his principles. As hewanted not the afiiftance

of the Noble or the Rich, he fought not their acquaint

ance; and if any were defirous of his, the firft overtures
muft come from them, and their advances be in propor

tion
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tion to their rank ; expecting, as he himfelf expreffes it,

more from a Duke or a Duchefs, than from thofe of an

inferior clafs. To this, numbers of the firft order of No

bility conformed, acknowledging the juftice of his claim ;

and fo high was the reputation of Swift, and his charac

ter fo diftinguilhed from the reft of the world, that fome

of the moft lofty ones among them, facrificed their pride

to the vanity of being numbered among his acquaintance.

But it was only to the vain -glorious, who were proud of

the accidental fuperiority which their birth gave them, that

he affumed this behaviour. To his equals, among which

number he reckoned all men of genius and virtue, he put

on no airs of fuperiority, but lived with them on the moft

friendly and familiar footing. His inferiors, he always

treated with complacency and good-humour, unlefs they

happened to fhew themfelves to be either knaves or fools,
and to them he was not fparing of his correction. In

mixed focieties, according to his own principle, he expect

ed the fame refpect to be fhewn him, as is ufually paid to

perfons of the higheft rank : nor was he often difappoint-

ed in this, as there was fomething fo commanding in his

afpect, expreffive of the native fuperiority of his mind,

that it ftruck the beholders with awe, and produced that

reverence from the heart, which is only fhewn by exter

nal ceremonies to artificial greatnefs. But among his in

timates, this depPrtment was entirely thrown afide -, where

,
he indulged the utmoft familiarity, giving free fcope to

the vagaries of fancy, often to a cbildifh playfulnefs of

mirth. In fhort his pride, if by that name it muft be

called, was of the fame kind as that of Admiral Villars,

defcribed by Sully, as arifing from that inborn noble eleva

tion of mind, which, in great fouls, is only a perception

,of
their own worth, without the leaft mixture of mean va

nity, or the intoxication offelf-love.

The charge of avarice againft him, is, if poffible, lefs

founded than any pf the others ; for never man was more

free
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free from that vice, till it came upon him with the other

infirmities of old age, as appears by the whole tenor of

his conduct. Many inftances of his liberality, and un

bounded charity, have been already produced •, I fhall now

mention fome others, which will fhew how little place the

love of money had in his heart. He allowed Mrs.

Dingley a penfion of fifty-two pounds per annum, which

with her own annuity of twenty-eight, made up a yearly

income of eighty pounds ; a very handfome fopport for a

fino-le woman in thofe days. But this he infilled fhould

be kept an entire fecret between themfelves, always pre

tending that he only acted as her agent for money which

fhe had in the funds. And the better to deceive thofe

about him, when foe has fent for any part of this allow

ance he would fometimes pretend to be in a paffion, and

cry out,
pox take this woman, fhe is always plaguing me

for money ■, tell her I have none to fend her ; I have had

no remittances from London this half year. And then

coolino-

by degrees, he would fend her the money by way

of advance, and take her receipt accordingly. By this

way of proceeding,
thofe of his greareft intimacy were

deceived ; nor was it till after his faculties were impaired,

that they
difeovered by accident that thefe payments came

out of his own purfe. Acting as he did with fuch deli

cacy in conferring favours, it is to be fuppofed that many

other inftances of his liberality have never come to light.

Of all the trials of an avaricious difpofition, nothing is

fo likely to make it fhew itfelf in the moft glaring colours,

as fome confiderable unexpected lofs. To this teft was

Swift feverely put in two remarkable occurrences in dif

ferent periods of his life. The firft was in 17 12, before

he was made Dean of St. PaPrick's. He had depofited near

four hundred pounds in the hands of his friend Srrarford,
which was all the money he then poffefied in the world.

An account was brought him that Stratford was broke.

What
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What effect this had on him he thus deferibes in his

Journal ro Stella. " I came home reflecting a little ; no

thing concerned me but MD. I called all my philofo-

phy and religion up ; and, I thank God, it did not keep
me awake beyond my ufual time above a quarter of an

hour."

Of the other he gives the following account, in a letter

to Mr. Worral, dated Quilca, June n, 1725.

" Your letter has informed me of what I did not ex

pect, that I am juft even with the world ; for, if my
debts were paid, I think 1 fhould not have fifty pounds

befide my goods. I have not railed, nor fretted, nor loft

my fleep, nor flomach, I thank God. My greateft

trouble is, that fome friends, whom I intended to make

eafy during their lives, and the Public, to which I be

queathed the reverfion, will be
difappointed."

And in

another to Dr. Sheridan, of the fame date, he fays,
" You are to know that by Mr. Pratt's ruin I lofe only

twelve hundred and fifty pounds which he owes me. So

that I am now, as near as I can compute, not worth

one farthing but my goods. I am therefore juft to begin

the world. I fhould^alue it lefs, if fome friends and the

Public were not to foffer ; and I am afhamed to fee my

felf fo little concerned on account of the two latter. For,
as to myfelf, I have learned to confider what is left, and

not what is loft.—But enough of
this."

Such a perfect refignation and compofure of mind on

fuch trying occafions, muft forely clear him from all im

putations of avarice ; and it is evidenP from the above

paffages, that he valued money no farther than as it might

enable him to be ufeful to others. For, with regard to

all expences relative to himfelf, he was more than fru

gal; as he grudged every fuperfluipy in his domeftic oeco-

nomy, in order that he might have it more in his power

to gratify his chariPabk and liberal propenfiries. And

here
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here we have a ftrong proof given how far he had in

dulged himfelf in that way, when we find that in the

year 1725, twelve years after his being in poffeflion of

his Deanery, he had faved only fo fmall a fum as 1 250 1.

But nothing can demonftrate more clearly, the little value

he at all times fet upon money, than his feorning to re

ceive any payment for his Works, even when his circum

ftances were at the ioweft. In thefe two great articles of

preferment and fortune, he feems to have adopted the

maxims, and followed the example of his noble difinte-

refted friend, Sir William Temple ; who never folicited

any employment, nor received the fmalleft reward for all

the great fervices he did the nation. But this conduct

was certainly more meritorious in Swift, as Sir William

inherited an eafy independent fortune, and Swift was

born to no patrimony.

The laft. charge, as before mentioned, againft Swift,
and which has gained moft general credit, is that of per

fect mifanthropy ; and this is chiefly founded upon his

fuppofed fatyr on human nature, -in the picture he has

drawn of the Yahoos. This opinion has been fo univer-

fally adopted by almoft all who have read Gulliver's Tra

vels, that td controvert it would be fuppofed to act in

oppofition to the common fenfe and reafon of mankind.

And yet I will undertake to overthrow it, by appealing

to that very reafon and common fenfe, upon which they

fuppofe it to be founded. I fhall only beg of my reader

that he would lay afide for a while any prepoffeffion he

may have entertained of that kind, and candidly examine

what I fhall advance in fopport of the oppofite fide of the

queftion ; and if he finds the arguments there laid down

unanfwerable, that he will not obftinately perfift in error,

by whatever numbers it may be fupported, but ingenu-

oufly yield to conviction. The pofition I mean to prove

is, that the whole apologue of the Houyhnhnms and

Yahoos,
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Yahoos, far from being intended as a debafement of hu

man nature, if rightly underftood, is evidently defigned

to fhew in what the true dignity and perfection of man's

nature confifts, and to point out the way by which it may
be attained.

In order to this, let us firft fee with what defign the

fourth book of the Travels was written. In the firft three

books he has given various views of the different vices*
follies,'

and abfurdities of mankind, not without fome

mixture of good qualities, of virtue and wifdom, though

in a fmall proportion to the others, as they are to be found

in life. In his lafl book, he meant to exhibit two new

portraits ; one, of pure unmixed vice ; the other, of per

fect unadulterated virtue. In order that the native de

formity of the one, might excite in us a deeper abhor

rence of evil ; and the refolendent charms of the other,

allure us to what is good. To reprefent thefe to us in

fenfible forms, he cloaths the one with the body of a

man ; the other, with that of a horfel Between thefe

two he divides the qualities of the human mind, taking

away the rational foul from the Yahoo, and transferring

it to the Houyhnhnm. To the Yahoo he leaves all the

paffions and evil propenfities of man's nature, to be ex

erted without any check or controul, as in the cafe of all

other animals. The rational foul in the Houyhnhnm, acts

unerringly as by inftinct; it intuitively perceives what is

right, and neceffarily acts up to the dictates of reafon.

The Yahoo, as here defcribed, is a creature of fancy, the

product of the author's brain, which never had any thing
fimilar to it upon earth. It has no refemblance to man,

but in the make of its body, and the vicious propenfities

of its nature. It differs from him wholly in all the cha-

racterifttcal marks which diftinguifh man from reft of

the animal world. It has not a ray of reafon, it has no

fpeech, and it goes, like other quadrupedcs, upon all

F f four.
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four. Now, as reafon, fpeech, and walking
upright oil

two legs, are the univerfal properties of
the human race,

even in the moft favage nations, which peculiarly mark

their fuperiority over brutes, how, in the name of Hea

ven, has it come to pafs, that by almoft all who have

read Gulliver, the Yahoos have been
confidered*

as beings

of the human fpecies, and the odious picture drawa-of

them, as intended to vilify and debafe our nature ? But

it is evident from the whole account given of this creature

of his fancy, that the author intended it fhould be con

fidered as a mere bead, of a new fpecies ; for he has not

only
deprived it of all the characteriflical diftinctions of

man before recited, but has foperadded fome material

differences even in his bodily organs and powers, fufficient

to diftinguifh it from the human race. He fays,—
"

They

climbed high trees as nimbly as a fquirrel, for they had

ftrono-
extended claws before and behind, terminating in

foarp points, and
hooked."

Now it is well known, that

the human nails, when ruffe-red to grow to any confider

able length, never aflume that fhape, and unlefs pared,

difable the hands from difcharging their office *. He

fays in another place,
—

"

They are prodigioufly nimble

from their
infancy."

This is directly oppofite to the na

ture of the children of men, who are the moft helplefs in

infancy, and the ffowefl in arriving at any deo-ree of

ftrength or agility, of all living creatures. Indeed it was

neceffary to the author's end, that of
fhewino-

the vicious

qualities of man's nature in their pure unmixed ftate, that
the creature in whom they were placed fhould be a mere

brute, governed as all others are by an irrefrftible inftinct,
without any controul from a foperior faculty ; and ac-

* TheMandarines of China, from an abfurd cuftom of letting their

nails grow to their utmoft extent, as a mark of diftinftion, are obliged
to have all the common offices of life, even to that of feeding them,
performed by their domeftics.

eordingly
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cordingly he feems to have thrown in thefe additional cir

cumftances Po diffinguifo it from any thing human. At

the fame time it was alfo neceffary to give this creature the

human form, in order to bring the leffon home to man,

by having the vicious part of his nature reflected back to

him from one in his own fhape ; for in the form of
any-

other creature, he would not think himfelf at all concerned

in it. Yet it is on account of its bodily form only, re

prefented as it is in fo hideous a light, that the pride of

man was alarmed, and made him blind to the author's

defigrt, fo as to charge him with an intention of degradino-

and 'vilifying the whole of human nature below that of

brutes. I have already foewn that the whole of human

nature has ho concern in what is related of this creature,

as he is entirely deprived of all the charadleriftic properties

of man which diflinguifh him from, and elevate him

above all other animals. I have alfo fhewn, that even his

body, however refembling in outward form, is not the

body of a man, but of a beaft. In the firft place it is

prone, like all other beafts, which never was the cafe in

any human creature,

Os-homini fublime dedit, ctfluniqUC tueri

umt.

In the hext, he has long hooked claWs* which enable him
to climb the higheft trees with the nimbleriefs of a fquir1-

fel, and .to dig holes in the earth for his habitation. Their

faces too, as in fome other tribes of animals, were all

alike, being thus defcribed :
" The face of this animal

indeed was flat and broad, the ndfe depreffed, the-ltps

large, and -the mouth
wide."

When we confider tco,

that thefe features were never enlivened by the raticnal

foul, nor the countenance lighted up by the benevolent

fenfatiions in man, which conftitute the chief beauty of

F-f'a the
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the haman faces but on the contrary were continually

diftorted by a variety of malevolent pafllonS, we muft

conclude with Galliver, thzt foch a man-beaOt muft be

the mo& odious animal that ever crawled upon the face of

the earth ; and that his description of k, difgufting as it

is, is not m the fcaft exaggerated. At firft fight they had

fo litde refembhnce to any thing human, that Gulliver

imftook them for fome new fpecies of cattle belonging

so the inhabitants. After having given a defcription ofc

them as they appeared to him when he firft faw a number

of them near him, where he lay concealed behind a

thicket, in order to mark their form more diftinctly, he

fays,
** So that thinking I had feen enough, full of con

tempt and averfion, 1 gar up and purfued the beaten

mad, hoping it might direct me to the cabbin of fome

Indian. 1 had not got far, when 1 met one of thefe crea

tures, full In my way, and coming up. directly to me.

The ua\y monfter, when he faw me, diftorted feveral

ways every feature
of his "rifage, and ftarted as at an ob

ject he had never feen before ; then approaching nearer,

lifted up Ms fore-paw, whether out of curtofity or mi£»

chief, i could not tell : but I drew my hanger, and gave

him a good blow with the fiat fide of it, for I durft not

ftrike with the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be

provoked againft me, if they fhould come to know that I

had killed or maimed any of their
cattle."

And it was

not till afterwards, when he had an opportunity of exa

mining one of them more clofcly in his kennel, that he
perceived its refemblance to the human figure. But it

may be afked, to what end has foch an odious animal

been produced to view ? The anfwer is obvious. The

defign of the author, in the whole of this apologue, is,
to place before the eyes of man a picture of the two dif

ferent parts of his frame, detached from each other, in

order that he may the better eftimate the true value of

each,
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each, and fee the neceffity there is that the one fhoulid

have an abfolute command over the other. In your

merely animal capacity, fays he to man, without reafon

to guide you, and actuated only by a blind inftinct, I will,
fhew yon that you would be degraded below the beafts

of the field. That very form, that very body, yoo aire

now fb proud of, as giving you foch a fuperiority over all
osher animals, I will fhew you owe all their beauty, and

all their greateft powers, to their being actuated by a ra
tional foul. Let that be withdrawn, let the body be in

habited by the mind of a brute, let it be prone as tbeir's,
are, and fuffered like tbeir's to take its: natural courfe,

without any afiiftance from art, you would in that cafe be

the moft deformed, as to your external appearance, the

moft deteftable of all creatures. And with regard to

your internal frame, filled with all the evil difpofitsons,
and malignant pafiions of mankind, you would be the

moft miferable of beings, living in a continued ftate of

internal vexation, and of hatred and warfare with each

other.

On the other hand, I will fhew another picture of an

animal endowed with a rational fool, and acting uniformly

up to the dictates of right reafon. Here ypu may fee col

lected all the virtues, all the great qualities, which dig

nify man's napure, and conftstute the happinefs of his life.

What is the natural inference to be drawn from thefe tvs\>

different reprefentations ? Is it not evidently a kfibn to

mankind, warning them not to foffer the animal part to

be predominant in them, left they refemble the vile Ya

hoo, and fall into vice and mifery ; but to emulate the

noble and generous Houyhnhnm, by cultivating the
ra*

pional faculty to the utmoft ; which will lead them to a

fife of virtue and happinefs.

Is it not very extraordinary that mankind in gesjerrj

fhould fo readily acknowledge their refembbnce to the

F f 3 Yahoo*
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Yahoo, whofe fimilitude toman confifts only in the make

of its body, and the evil difpofitions of its mind; and

that they fhould fee no refemblance to themfelves, in a

creature poffeffed of their chief characteriftical marks,

reafon and fpeech, and endowed with every virtue, with

every noble quality,
■

which conftitute the dignity ofman's

nature, which diflinguifh and elevate the human above

the brute fpecies ? Shall they arraign the author of wri

ting; a malignant fatyr againft human nature, when redu

ced to its moft abject brutal flate, and wholly under the

dominion of the paffions 5 and fhall they give him no

credit for the exalted view in which he has placed the no

bler p2rt of our nature, when wholly under the direction

of right reafon ? Or are mankind fo ftupid, as in an a-

vowed fable, to flop at the outfide, the vehicle, without

diving into the concealed moral, which is the object of all

fable ? Do they really take the Yahoo for a man, becaufe

it has the form of a man ; and the Houyhnhnm for a horfe,
becaufe it has the form of a horfe ? But we need not won

der that the bulk of mankind fhould fall into this error,

when we find men pretending to the u_tmoft depths of

wifdom, avowing themfelves of the fame mind. The

learned Mr. Harris,- in his Philological Enquiries, has

the following paffage.
"

Mifanthropy is fo dangerous a

thing, and goes fo far in fapping the very foundations of

morality and religion, that I efteem the laft part of Swift's

Gulliver, (that I mean relative to his Houyhnhnms and

Yahoos) to be a worfe book to perufe, than thofe which

we are forbid, as the moft flagitious and obfeene. One

abfurdity in this author (a wretched Philofopher though a

great Wit) is well worth remarking— in order to render

the nature of man odious, and the nature of beafts ami

able, he is compelled to give human characters to his

beafts, ,andbeaflly charafters Po his men : fo
.
thaP we are

to admire the beafts, nop for being beafls5 bup amiable

men j
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men •, and Po dePeft Phe men, nop for being men, buP de-

teftable
beafts."

I believe fo ftrange an inPerprePation of

an author's meaning, never fell from the pen of any com

mentator. He firft afliimes that the end propofed by
Swift in this fable, is, to render the nature ofman odious,

and the nature ofbeafts amiable. This forely was a moft

unaccountable defign in any human creapure ; and before

it can be admirted, it ought to be firft proved that Swift

was of a beaftly difpofition, which engaged him on the

fide of his-feUowtbrur.es. And- if this were his object, no

mortal ever ufed more unlikely means Po attain it, and no

one ever more completely failed of his end.
"

By repre-

fenting a beaft in a human form, without any one
charac-

terifticarmark of man, he could hardly- expect to render

human nature itfelf odious : and by exhibiting fo ftrange

a phenomenon as the foul of man actuating -a
quadru-

pede, and regulating his conduct by the rules of right

reafon, he could as little hope to render the nature of ir

rational beafts more amiable. Ahd accordingly I believe

no mortal ever had a worfe opinion of human nature, from

his defcription of the Yahoos ; nor a better of the brute

creation, from that of the Houyhnhnms. And all the ill

; effect produced by this fable, has been turned on the au

thor himfelf, by raifing the general indignation of man

kind againft him, from a jniftaken view of his intention :

fo that the Writer of the above remarks, need not have

prohibited the reading of that part of Gulliver with fuch

folemnity, as it never did, nor never can make one pro-

felyte to Mifanthropy, whereof he feems fo apprehenfive ;

but on the contrary may be productive of great good,

from the moral fo evidently
to'

be deduced from it, as has

already been made appear.

In one paragraph of the above quoted'paffage, the -au

thor, wrapped up in the pride of philofophy, feems to

look down upon Swift with fovereign contempt ; where

F f 4 he
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he fayS)—
« One abfordity in this author (a wretchedPhi-

lofopher, though a great Wit) is well worth
remarking,"

He. But it has been already fhewn, that the abfurdity

belongs to the commentator, not to the author; anoVit

will be difficult to perfuade the world, that Swift is not

one of the greateft adepts in the firft philofophy, the fci

ence of mankind ; of which he has given fuch ample

proofs throughout his Works, and more particularly in

this very book, fo fupercilioufly decried by thisfoi difant

Fhilofopher ; and which will be of more real benefit to

mankind, than the labours of a thoufand fuch Writers as

the author of Philological Enquiries, employed about

fplendid trifles, and ufelefs Metaphyfics.

Another Writer of no fmall eminence has attacked

Swift with great virulence on the fame account. In a

Pamphlet of Dr. Young's, entitled Conjectures on Origi

nal CoiTspofition, there is the following paffage.
" If fo,

O Gulliver ! doft thou not fhudder at thy brotherLucian's

vultures hovering o'er thee ? Shudder on ! they cannot

fhock thee more, than decency has been fhocked by thee.

How have thy Houyhnhnms thrown thy judgment from

its feat, and laid thy imagination in the mire ? In what

ordure haft thou dipt thy pencil ? What a monfter haft

thou made of the

Human face divine ? Milton.

This Writer has fo fatyrifed human naPure, as to give a

demonftration in himfelf, that it deferves to be fatyrifed."

In anfwer to which I fhall addrefs him in his own way
O Doctor Young, how has thy prejudice thrown thy
judgment from its feat, and let thy imagination hurry thee
beyond all bounds of common fenfe ! In what black corri-

pofition of fpleen and envy haft thou dipt thy pen ! What
a monftrous character haft thou given of

One of the nobleft men

That ever lived in the tide of times. Shakespeare.

Thou
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Thou haft fo fatyrifed this great man, as to fhew that thou

thyfelf deferveft the utmoft feverity of
fatyr."

After foch

a firing of poetical epiphonemas, what is the charge which

he brings againft Swift. It is all contained in thefe words

—
«* What a monfter haft thou made, of the

human'

face
divine!"

Now as Dr. Young himfelf, and all the world

muft have allowed, that the human face can have no

claim to the epithet of divine, unlefs when animated by
the divine particle within us, how can he be faid to make

a mbnftrous reprefentation of Phe human face divine, who

firft fuppofes Phe divine parP Po be withdrawn, which en-

tides it to that appellation, and fubftitures in its place the

mind of a brute. Muft not the human countenance in

this cafe lofe all that beauty and expreffion, which it de

rives from the foul's looking out at the eyes, and anima-

tino-

every feature ? On the contrary, what more deformed

or fhocking object can be exhibited to view, than the hu-

'

man face diftorted by all phe vile and malevolent pafiions

belonging to man's nature. Let any one reflect what fen-

fations he has had on the fight of an idiot, an outrageous
mad-

man, or one poffeffed by ungovernable fury, extreme

hatred, or implacable revenge, and he muft allow that

the picture Swift gives of the Yahoo face, always expref-

five of fome one or other of fimilar pafiions, however hi

deous it may be, is yet a juft likenefs.

What then is themeaningof the general clamour raifed

againft Swift, unlefs it be thought criminal in him to fup
pofe ip poffible, even in a fable, that the human frame,
upon which we value ourfelves fo highly, might be the

receptacle of a brutal foul ? I fhould nop wonder if foch

men fhould arraign the Almighty alfo, for having really

effected this in the cafe of Nebuchadnezzar-, or exhibit

ing another inftance of ip Po our view, withour a miracle,

in that of Peter the Wild Man, caught in the woods of

Germany 3, in whom was to be found a perfect image of

that
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that man-beaft which Swift foppofes in his Yahoo *. Nor

fhould I be furprifed if they who value themfelves chiefly

on their outward form, fhould mutter complaints againft

their Creator, for giving certain animals fo near a refem-

blance to them, as is to be found in fome fpecies of ba

boons, but more particularly in the man-tyger; who not

only is formed exactly like man in his bodily organs, bur,

like him too, often walks erect upon two legs, with a ftafF

in his hand, fits down upon chairs, and has the fame de

portment in many other points.

But while they fo fqueamifhly take offence at this non

entity, this chimsra of the brain, does it never occur to

them that there really exifls thoufands-and ten thoufands

of their own fpecies, in different parts of this peopled

earth, infinitely more deteftable than the Yahoos. In

whatever odious light their form has been pourtrayed,

can it excite higher difguft than that of the Hottentot, de

corated with guts, which are ufed for food when in a ftate

of putrefaction ; and who loads his head with a mixture

of ftinking greafe and foot, to make a fecure lodgment for

fwarms of the moft filthy vermin : or than thofe favages,
who flafh, mangle, and deform, with a variety of horrid

figures, the human face divine, in order to ftrike a greater

terror into their enemies ? Are there any actions attributed

to the miferable Yahoo fo diabolical as are conftantly prac-

tifed in fome of thefe favage nations, by expofing their

children, murdering their parents in their old age, and

roafting and eating their captives taken in war, with many
other abominations ? In all which inftances we fee, that
human reafon, in its ftate of depravity, is productive of

infinitely worfe confequences, than can proceed from a

total deprivation of it. This leffon Gulliver has taken

* It is faid the late Queen had the curiofity to fee this wild man,

but was fo mocked at the appearance he Jjiade, that fhe. ordered him

immediately cut cf her prefence,

caro
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care to inculcate, where his mafter Houyhnhnn*, after

having received an account from him of the manners

and cuftoms of the Europeans, makes the following
obfervation :

" That although he hated the Yahoos of

this country, yet he no more blamed them for their

odious qualities, than -he did a gnnayh (a bird of prey)
for its cruelty, or a fharp flone for cutting his hoof.

But when a creature, pretending to reafon, could be

capable of foch he dreaded left the cor

ruption of that faculty, might be worfe
than'

brutality
itfelf."

It may be faid that the inftances of depravity above

quoted, are only to be found among favages, whofe

minds, unenlightened by knowledge, are governed

wholly by their brutal appetites and pafiions ; and than

a true picture of human nature is only to be taken from

the more civilized States. Let us fee, therefore, whe

ther in our own dear country, while we boafl fo much

of the extraordinary lights drawn from Philofophy,
and the divine illumination of the Gofpel,, we do not
abound in crimes more numerous, and more fatal t»

fociety, even than thofe of favages. Of thefe Swift
has given us a long mufter-roll, where he deferibes the

happy life he led among the Houyhnhnms, free from the

odious fcenes of vice in'his own country, in the fol

lowing paffage :
" I enjoyed perfect health of body,

and tranquillity of mind; I did not feel the treachery
or inconftancy of a friend, nor the^ injuries of a fecret
or open enemy. I had no occafion of bribing,, flatter

ing, or pimping, to procure the favour of any great

man, or his minion. I wanted no fence againft fraud

or opprefiion ; here.was neither phyfician to deftroymy
body, nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no informer to

watch my words and actions, or forge accufations againft

rne for hire : here were no gibers, cenfurers-, backbiters,
pick-
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efcfc-pockets, highwaymen, hosifebreakersv atfos-nie-s,

feawds, buffoons, garneflers, politicians^ whs,
fplene-

tkks, tedious talkers, eontrovertiftj, raviffeers,
msr-

gfems, robbers,
virtuofos: no leaders, or followers- of

party and faction j ro enccwageFS t& vke by
feduce-

roene or example ; no dungeon-, axes, gibbets, whip-

friwo'

-pofts,
or pillories; no cheating

fhopkeepersi or

mechanicks; no pride, vanity, or affectation j no fops,

bullies, drunkards, ftrollfog whores-, or possess m»

ranting, lewd, expensive wives j ho ftuptd pco-usd pe

dants ; no importunate, over-bearing, quatFelfofBej,

Boify, roaring, empty, concerted, fwearkrg compa

nions-
j no

fcoundrels raifed from the daft upsia the me-

lit of their vices, or nobility thrown into it on acco&ns

©f tbek virtues ; no Lords, Fidlers, Judges> or

Dan-'

crag-

mailers."

In another place, after having brought the whols

Hate of affairs in England before the Judgment-feat of

the-

King of Brobdiagnag, he thus relates the fenti

ments of that wife and virtuousMonarch on the occa^

§bij i .

tz He was perfectly aftonifhed with phe hiftoricaj

account I gave him of our affairs during the !al£ cen

tury,, proteftiog it was only a heap c*f coafpiracies, re

bellions, murders, maffacres, revolutions* banifhments,
the very worft effects that avarice, faction* hypocrify,
perfidioufhefs,. cruelty, rage, madnefs-, hatred, envy,
Pu-ft,, malice, and ambition could produce. His, Ma

jefty in another audience was at the pains to recapitulate

the fum of all I had fpokenj, compared the queftions

with the anfwers I had given -y then taking me into his

hands, and ftroaking me gently, delivered himfelf in

thefe words, which I fhall never forget, nor the manner

be fpoke them in :
"

My little friend Grildrig, by what

I have gathered from your own relation, and the ai>-

fwers 1 have with much pains wringed and extorted

fror«
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imm yo«, I cannot but conclude the bulk of your na

tives -to be the moft pernicious race of little odious ver

sa its, that nature ever foffered to crawl on the forface

«f the
earth.'"

Is it not ftrange, that fo bold a fatyr on human na

ture, in its actual ftate of exiftence, fhould excite na

refeatrneat in mankind, and that chey Should fo readily

take the alarm at an imaginary reprefeatation of k?

But in the former cafe men are ready enough to fee

and allow all maoner of vices and bad qualities fcf the

mind, in others, though chey are fo blinded by felf-love
ias not to find the■refemblance -to themfelves ; but when

their bodily form, common to all men, is vilified and

4ebafed, eacfe individual brings the attack home to

himfelf; his lHf-l®ve takes fire at the view, and kindles
his indignation agaj-raft the author, as an enemy to the

whole human fpecies. That thisopinion, however ill-

founded, became fo general, Is eafily to be accounted

for, as taking its rife from two of the moft prevailing
paffians in human assure, pride, and envy. The for

mer called the tiniverfal paffion by Dr. Young j and the
latter parcakiag of its nature, as fpringing from the

fame root. Their pride inftandy took fire upon feeing
that part of their frame, whereof in general men are

moft vain, reprefented in fo odious a light ; and Envy
feized the occafion ofmaking fo heavy a charge as that

of Mifanthropy, againft a man of fuch uncommon ta

lents,. This broke forth chiefly among Authors, jea
lous of tha* high degree of fame obtained by the fu

periority of his genius; and as he was unaffailable oa

that fide, they thought to bring him down more on a

level with themfelves, by attributing feme of the fineft

exertions of that genius to a malevolent difpofition:
and as the prejudices of mankind were of their fide

they cheaply purchafed credit to themfelves, from ap

pearing champions for the dignity of human nature.

Yet
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Yet there were not wanting others of clearer
difcerrj"

ment, and a more liberal turn of mind, who faw phis

whole affair in its true light. Among thefe the bene

volent and judicious Dr. Hawkefworth, fleps forth as

an advocate for Swift, and decidedly gives judgment

in his favour. In one of his notes on Gulliver, he fays,

whoever is difgufted with this picture of a Tahoo, would

do well to reflect, that it becomes his own in exact pro

portion as he deviates from virtue ; for virtue is the

perfection of reafon : the appetites of thofe abandoned

to vice, are not lefs brutal and fordid than thofe of a

Yahoo, nor is their life a ftate of lefs abject
fervility."

And in another of his comments upon a paffage where

in Swift had given a lively and true defeription of the

horrors of war, flripped of all the glare and falfe co

louring thrown over it by vain-glory and ambition, he

explains, juftifies, and applauds the Author's motive,

*for exhibiting here, as well as in all other parts of this

admirable work, fuch true pictures of the vicious prac

tices and habits ofmankind, however fandtified by cuf

tom, or embellifhed by fafhion. His words are thefe,

—
" It would perhaps be impoffible, by the moft la

boured arguments, or forcible eloquence, to fhew the

abfurd injuftice and horrid cruelty ofwar, fo effectually,

as by this fimple exhibition of them in a new light i

with war, including every fpecies of iniquity, and every
art of deftruction, we become familiar by degrees, un-«

der fpecious terms ; which are feldom examined, be

caufe they are learned at an age in which the mind re*

ceives and retains whatever is imprefton it. Thus it

happens, that when one man murders another to gra

tify his lull, we fhudder at it; but when one man mur

ders a million to gratify his vanity, we approve and ad

mire, we envy and applaud. If, when this and the

preceding pages are read, we difcover with aftonifh-

ment,
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Blent, Phap when phe fame evenPs have occurred in hif-

tory, wc felt no emotion, and acquiefccd in wars which

we could not but know to have been commenced for

fuch caufes, and carried on by fuch means ; let not him

be cenfored for too much debafing his fpecies, who has

contributed to their felicity and prefervation, by ftrip-

ping off the
veil of cuftom and prejudice, and hold

ing up, in their native defort-nity, the vices by which

they become wretched, and the arts by which they are

deftroyed."

Such is the conftrudtion which will be put by all men

of candour, tafte, judgment, upon thefe, and all

other paffages in Swift of a fimilar kind. But if there

are ftill any who will perfift in finding out their own re-

femblance in the Yahoo, in the name of God, if the

cap fits, let them wear it, and rail on. I fhall only

take my leave
of them with an old Latin fentence, f$ui

capit tile facit.

There is another Writer, at prefent of gigantic fame

in thefe days of little men, who has pretended to fcratcfi

out a Life of Swift, but fo miferably executed, as only

to reflect back on himfelf that difgrace, which he meant-

to throw upon the character of the Dean. I promifed

in the Preface to make fome ftrictures on this work,

which I fhall now perform. At his fetting out, Dr.

Johnfon fhews, which is fcarcely credible, that he held

this extraordinary man in very little eftimation, and

that he was not qualified to give any account of him

with the leaft degree of accuracy. He begins his re

lation thus :
«* Jonathan Swift was, according to an ac

count faid to be written by himfelf, the fon of Jona

than. Swift, an attorney, and was born at Dublin on St.

Andrew's day, 1667 : according to his own report, as

delivered by Pope to Spence, he was born at Leicefter,
the fon of a Clergyman, who was minifter of a parilh.

3 in,
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in Herefordfhire. During his life, the place of his

birth wa.s undetermined. He was contented to be call

ed an Irifoman by the Irifh, but would occafionally

call himfelf an Englifhman. The queftion may,,-with-

out much regret, be left in the obfeurity in which he

delighted to involve
it."

Here we fee how utterly

carelefs he was about a fact of the greatefl notoriety,

and eftablifoed by the moft authentic proofs.
" Ac

cording to an
accountfaid to be written by

himfelf,"

He.

Pray mark that expreffion. Had he taken the trouble

to inform himfelf, he would have found that this ac-

countfaid to be written, is really in the Dean's own

hand-writing, and lodged by his relation Deane Swift

in the library of Dublin College, an account of which

he has publiftied in his Effay on the Life of Swift. In

the a i ft Section of thefe Memoirs, the Dean fays,

fpeaking of himfelf, "He was born in Dublin, on St.

Andrew's
day."

In oppofition to this account given

by himfelf, Dr. Johnfon quotes a report from a fecond

hand, communicated to him from Pope through Spence,
"

During his life, the place of his birth was
undetermined."

On the contrary, I fay that the place of his birth never

admitted of any doubt, by thofe who were defirous of

information on that head ; and if the Doctor had ever

looked into his correfpondence, he would have found

that he acknowledged it in feveral of his letters. " He

was contented to be called an Irifhman, by the Irifh., but

would occafionally call himfelf an
Englifhman"

In the

fame place, where he found that he would occafionally
call himfelf an Englilhman, he might have feen the

reafon of his doing fo ; which was, that
"
though dropt

in
Ireland,"

as he himfelf expreffes it, in a letter to

Lord Oxford, he was defcended from Englifh progeni

tors on both fides. But the Doctor feems to have

thrown this matter into a flaPe of doubt, merely to in

troduce
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fcrdduce the laft fentence, in order to infinuace the con

temptible idea he had of Swift, where he fays,—" The

queftion may, withoutmuch regret, be left iri the Obfeu-

rity in which he delighted to involve
it."

Which irt

plain Ehglifh would run thus—It is of very little mo

ment where the fellow was born. As he has beeh verf

exact in
flating'

the places of their birth in all the other

Lives of his Poets, even thofe of the lower clafs, his

marked indifference here is the more ftriking. Bur it

will be faid,—Is phere any mart Upon earth that cart

have a contemptible idea of Swift ? Yes—fuch is the

high notion Which the Doctor entertains of his own fu

periority,
that- he always treated his name with con-

PempP. His common expreffion in talking of him*

was] that Swift was a very fhallow fellow.

Upon that paffage in Swift's Life, where it is related

that in the early part of it, he generally travelled bii

footj and lay at waggoners inns, he has the following
comment.

,f This practice Lord Orrery imputes to his

innate love of groffnefs and vulgarity : fomemay afcribe

it to his defire of furveying human life
thro'

all its va

rieties; and others, perhaps With equal probability, to

a paffion which feems to have been deep fixed in his

heart, the love ofa
fhilling."

How little ground there

was- for foch a charge againft Swift, has been amply

fhewn ; but that it fhould be authorifed here, by the
fameWriter, who in another place fays,—

"With all this

talk of his covetoufhefs and generofipy, it fhould be re

membered that he was never rich,"'~c&A be imputed

only to a fpirit of detraction.

On another occafion he relates the following anec-
doPe : Of his humour, a flory told by Pope may afford

a fpecinfen, thus related by Spence.

Doctor Swift has an odd, blunt way, that is miftaken

by ftrangers for ill-nature.~'Tis fo odd that there is no

G g defcribing
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defcribing it but by facts. I'll tell you one that firft

comes into my head. One evening Gay and I went to

fee him : you know how intimately we were all ac

quainted. On our coming in,
"

Heyday, gentlemen,

(fays the Doctor) what's the meaning of this vifit !

How came you to leave all the great Lords that you

are fo fond of, to come hither to fee a poor Dean
?"

Becaufe we would rather fee you than any of them.

cc

Ay, any one that did not know fo well as I do, might

believe you. But fince you are come, I muft get fome

fupper for you, I
fuppofe."

—No, Doctor, we have fop-

ped already.
—

<c Supped already, that's impoffible l

why it is not eight o'clock yet.—That's very ftrange I

but, if you had not fupped, I muft have got fomething
for you -.

—Let me fee, what fhould I have had? A

couple of lobflers ; ay, that would have done very

well; two {hillings
— tarts afhilling: but you will drink

a glafs of wine with me, though you fupped fo much

before your ufual time only to fpare my
pocket."

—No,
We had rather talk with you, than drink with you.—

" But if you had fupped with me, *s in all reafon you

ought to have done, you muft then have drank with

rae.—A bottle of wine, two fhillings—two and two is

four, and one is five; juft two and fix-pence a piece.

There, Pope, there's half a crown for you, and there's
another for you, Sir ; for I won't fave any thing by you,
I am

determined."
—This was all faid and done with

his ufual ferioufoefs on foch occafions; and in fpjte of

every thing we could fay to the contrary, he actually
obliged us to take the

money."

In all this account it is evident that Swift faw into his
friends motive for not fupping with him, which was

the fear of putting him to expence. Their pretending
to have fupped at fo unufoal an hour, and afterwards

refufing a glafs of wine, even foppofing they had fup
ped,
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pedj Were full proofs of this. It was clear therefore to

him that they had given credit to the common report

of his covetoufoefs; and in order Po fhew thap he was

above fuch fordid thrift, and to punifh them for fuppo-

fing it, by this practical rebuke, he made them undergo

the fhame of putting into their pockets, what would

otherwife have been fpent in good fellowfhip. This

Was evidently Swift's view, though it does not feem to

have occurred to Dr. Johnfon, who relates it only as an

Jnftance of his odd humour.

In his account of the Tale of a Tub, the Doctor

fays,—"That Swift was its author, though it be uni-

VerfaHy believed, was never owned by himfelf, nor very
well proved by any

evidence."

Surely the Doctor has

never feen the letters that paffed between the Dean and

Ben Tooke, publifhed in the 11th volume of thelaft

edition ofhisWorks; wherein he not only acknowledges

himfelf the author, buE gives directions about the pu

blication of another edition, with an Apology prefixed
to it.

With regard Po The Battle of the Books, he has re

vived the old charge of Plagiarifm againft Swift, in the

following paffage.
" The Battle of the Books is fo like

the Combat des Livres, -which the fame queftion con

cerning the Ancients and Moderns had produced in

France, that the improbability of foch a coincidence,of

thoughts without communication, is not, in my opi

nion, balanced by the anonymous proteftation prefixed,
in which all knowledge of the French book is peremp

torily
difowned."

This charge was firft made againft Swift by Wotton,
in jthe following words.

" I have been affured, that

the Battle- in St. James's Library, is, mutatis mutandis,

taken out of a French book, entituled, Combat desk

Livres, .if I mifremember
not."

Thus anfwered by
G g % Swift.
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Swift. " In which paffage there are two claufes obfer-*

vable : I have been affured; and, if I mifremember not.

I defire firft to know, whether, if that conjecture proves

an utter falfehood, thofe two claufes will be a fufficient

excufe for this worthy Critic. The matter is a trifle;

but would he venture to pronounce at this rate upon

one of greater moment ? I know nothing more con

temptible in a Writer, than the character of a plagiary,

which he here fixes at a venture ; and this not for a paf

fage, but a whole difcourfe, taken out from another

book, only mutatis mutandis. The Author is as much

in the dark about this, as the Anfwerer; and will imi

tate him by an affirmation at random; that if there be

a word of truth in this reflection, he is a paultry imi

tating Pedant; and the Anfwerer is a perfon of wit,

manners, and truth. He takes his boldnefs, from ne

ver having feen any fuch Treatife in his life, nor heard

of it before: and he is fure it is impoffible for two

Writers, of different times and countries, to agree in

their thoughts after fuch a manner, that two continued

difcourfes fhall be the fame, only mutatis mutandis.

Neither will he infill upon the miftake, in the title;

but let the Anfwerer and his friend produce any book

they pleafe, he defies them to fhew one fingle particu

lar, where the judicious reader will affirm he has been

obliged for the fmallell hint, giving only allowance for

the accidental encountering of a fingle thought, which

he knows may fometimes happen; though he has ne

ver yet found it in that difcourfe, nor has heard it ob

jected by any body
elfe."

Is it poffible to conceive-that Swift would have made

fo bold an appeal, if he were not confcious of phe truth

of what he advanced, when he might have been fo ea-

fily confuted ? Or that Wotton would not have feized

the opportunity, if he had it in his power, of. fop-

porting
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porting his charge, to the utter difgrace of his adver-,

fary ? But, fince neither he, nor any one elfe, has ever

made the attempt, is it not aftonifhing that the calumny
fhould ftill remain ? This is a ftriking inftance of that

levelling principle in mankind, which fwallows with

avidity any flanders propagated to the difadvantage of

exalted characters ; for though I have never yet met

with any mortal who had feen fuch a book, yet I have

heard from the mouths of hundreds "
that Swift's

Battle of the Books was taken from a French book,
called Combat des

Livres."

Now, though this might be

expected from the bulk of mankind, on account of the

principle above-mentioned, what fhall we fay when we

find a profeffed biographer, bound by ev.ery principle

of juftice and humanity to guard the memory of the

dead againft falfe afperfions, become himfelf a particeps

criminis, by giving his fanction to a charge, which in

the very face of it carries not the leaft air of truth.

This charge is made by an avowed enemy, not frorrj
his own knowledge, but from hearfay ; and that too in

the moft guarded manner; notwithstanding which fuf-

picious circumftances, Dr. Johnfon affumcs it as a

truth, and forms his deductions from it accordingly.

The manner in which he invalidates the anfwer to ir,
is moft curious, and well worthy of the reader's obfer^

vation; where he fays,—
" Thap the improbability of

foch a coincidence of thoughts, without communica^

tion, {ftill you fee taking the fact for granted] is not,

in my opinion, balanced by the anonymous proteftation

prefixed, in which all knowledge of the French book

is peremptorily
difowned."

Now the oqly reafon here

affigned for not giving due credit to this proteftation,

is, that it is anonymous; and in that cafe we are never

to give credit to any of Swift's publications, as they
were all-anonymous,

except' his letter to the Earl of

Q g 3 Oxford,
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Oxford. But there is no one who has the leaft know

ledge of flyle, that is not as fure that the Apology was

written by Swift, as if he faw it in his own hand^

writing, Or, if there were any doubt, his letter to

Tooke proves it beyond all contradiction. This is.

fuch an inftance of grofs prejudice, and want of

candour, as fhould make the reader cautious how he

gives any to phe many other mifreprefenta^

tions of this great man's character, difperfed through-*

out the Work.

In fpeaking pf Swift's political writings* he fays,—

*' But he was now emerging into political controverfy;

for the fame year produced the Examiner, of which

Swift wrote thirty-three Papers. In argument he may

be allowed to have the advantage, He. but with regard

to wit, I am afraid none of Swift's Papers will be found,

equal to thofe by which Addifon
oppofedhim"

Here he has fhewn a moft lhameful ignorance of his

fubject, by faying thap Swift was oppofed by Addifon;
for had he oply turned po the books, he would have

found that Addifon's laftWhig Examiner, was publifh

ed October 12, '710; and Swift's firft Examiner on

the ioth of the following November. So that all this

boafted fuperiority of Addifon over Swift in this fup
pofed conteft, falls to the ground ; and I believe the-

Doctor will find ip hard Po perfuade the world, that eU

ther Addifon, or any man that ever lived, was foperior

to Swift in wit.

On another fhinfog part of Swift's character, hemakes
phe following remark. « His difintereftednefs has been

likewife mentioned, He. He refufed, indeed, fifty
pounds from Lord Oxford, but he accepted afterwards

a draft of a thoufend upon the Exchequer, which was.

inpercepted by the Queen's death, and which he re

signed, as he fays himfelf multa gemefis, with many a
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In what an invidious light has he placed this

tranfaetion. But this is a common artifice of malice,

to relate bare facts, without any of the concomitant

circumftances, which may place thofe facts in a very
different point of view. As they are ftated here, the
inference to be drawn, h, that though Swift rejected

the offer of fo paltry a fum as that of fifty pounds,

he was not proof againft fo large a bribe as that of a

thoufand ; and this naturally follows from omitting the

circumftances of time and occafion. When Lord Ox

ford prefented him with a bill for fifty pounds, it was
at an early period of their acquaintance, when Swift

engaged to employ his pen in behalf of the meafures

of that Miniftry ; and was to be confidered Only as an

earned of future gratifications of the fame kind, ac

cording to his future merits. We have feen with what

indignation he rejected this intended favour, and what

refentment he fhewed at his being thus put On the foot

ing of a hireling Writer. He afterwards continued his

fervices for near three years without receiving or foli-

citing any reward ; and when ap laft the Deanery of

St. Patrick's was given him, he told Lord Oxford that<

he oughp to have been put into the clear poffeffion of

it, and not be obliged to borrow money, as he hated

of all things to be in debt, for the neceffary expences

attending his induction to it. His claim was the

(trbnger on Phe Miniftry for Phis, as he was not at

all indebted to them for his preferment, which he

pwed entirely to the friendfhip of the Duke of Or

mond. I believe all the world will allow, that, had he

received it, this would have been but a poor reward

for all his long and important fervices ; and had he

■pufhed it, there can be no doubt but that it would have

been obtained. But finding his
firft'

hint neglected by
Lord Oxford, he fcorned to prefs it any farther ; and

G g 4 the
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the order on Phe Exchequer was made out without hi?

participation, as
has been fhewn before, under the fhort

Adminiftration of Lord Bolingbroke. The latter part

of the
fentence—cf and which he refigned, as he fays

himfelf, multa gemens, with many a
groan,"—

-is written

in the fame fpirit with the reft: for it is evident from

the whole turn of the letter which
contains this paffage,

that Swift ufed this phrafe jocofely, which the Doctor

choofes to take in a ferious light, and tranflate literally,

It was impoffible indeed that he could have the leaft

folicitude about it at the time this letter was writ, in

the year 1726, fourteen years after he had received the

order, which he never thought of prefenting. For

though it is highly probable, from the great favour

which he then flood in with the Princefs, and the civil

reception he met with even at St. James's, that upon

proper application he might have been paid the de

mand, to which he had an equitable right; yet he

fcorned to owe any obligation to a Minifter, of whofe

meafures he fo entirely difapprpved. And that this

was his way of thinking is fully proved by a letter writT

ten to Dr. Sheridan about the fame time, where he

fays,—
" Tell the Archdeacon that I never afked for

my thoufand pound, which he heard I have got; al

though I mentioned it to the Princefs the laft time I

faw her, but I bid her tell Walpole I fcorned to afk

him for
it."

But of all the charges brought againft Swift, there

is one of the moft malignant nature, which has never

even been hinted at by any otherWriter ; and is utterly

unfupported by any evidence. It is contained in the

following paffage.
cc Swift was popular a while by an

other mode of beneficence. He fet afide fome hun

dreds to be lent in fmall fums to the poor, from five

(hillings, I think, po five pounds. He rook no inte

reft,
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reft, and only required that at repayment, a fmall fee

fhould be given to the accornptant ; but he required

that the day of promifed payment fhould be exactly
kept. A fevere and punctilious temper is ill qualified

for tranfactions with the poor; the day was often bro

ken, and the loan was not repaid. This might have

been eafily forefeen ; but
for'

this Swift had made no

provifion of patience or pity. He ordered his debtors

to be foed. A fevere creditor has no popular charac

ter; what then was likely to be faid of him who em

ploys the catchpoll under the appearance of charity?

The clamour againft him was loud, and the refentment

pf the populace outrageous ; he was therefore forced

to drop his feheme, apd own the folly of expecting

punctuality from the
poor."

Now I do affert, from my own knowledge, that there

is not one fyllable of truth in this whole account, from

the beginning to the end. I have before fhewn what

wife precautions Swift took to prevent any diminution

of this fund; which were fo effectual, that it held out

entire to the laft, and the circulation of it continued

unimpaired, till he was .deprivedof his underftanding;

as numbers of families, who now live in credit, and

who originally owed their eftablifhment Po what was

borrowed from that fund, can atteft. From his firft

fetting out in this paffage, we fee how willing the Doc

tor was to depreciate this noble charity,where he fays,—
*' He fet afide fome hundreds to be lent in fmall fums

to the poor, from five fh ill ings, I think, to five
pounds."

Some hundreds, may mean two or three hundred ; had

he confulted any of his MemoirWriters, he would have

found that the fum was five hundred pounds; and that

it was lent ouP, not in fmall fums from five fhillings to

five pounds, but from five pounds to ten. And though

phe Doctor has guarded his paltry furri of five fhil

lings,



TH& LIFE OF

Sings, with
an—I think—what apology can be made fw

conjecture, where certainty was fo eaftly to. be obtained.

As to the cruelty he is charged with to his poor debt-i

ors> whatever report of that fort may have been raifed

fo London, it certainly never was heard of in Dublin ;

but when he adds, that, on this account,
" The cla

mour againft him was loud, and the refentment of the

populace outrageous"-^-one cannot help being aftonifh*

ed at fo confident an affertion, againft a fact of fuch

public notoriety : for even the worft maligners. of the

Dean allow that no man ever poffeffed the love of the

populace to fo high a degree ; and it is well known in

Dublin, that no part of his conduct ever gained him*

fomuch popularity, as this well devifed, well managed?

charity. If the Doctor had any authority for thisgrofs

mifreprefentation, he ought to have produced it; other-

wife the feandal may be brought home to himfelf.

The feandal not only of attempting to deprive Swift

of the merit of fuch a noble inftitutfon, but by fuch

mifreprefenPation, to place his character in a moft odious,

light.

But of all the inftances that occur throughout this

work, of the ftrong bias in the Doctor's mind, to place

every thing with regard to Swift in the worft light, no

one is more remarkable than the account he gives of

the forged letters fent to the Queen in the Dean's

name, to be found in the following paffage; where

fpeaking of the Queen, he fays,—
" I know not whe

ther fhe had not, in her turn, fome reafon. for com

plaint. A letter was fent her, not fo much entreating,

as requiring her patronage ofMrs. Barber, an ingenious,
Irifhwoman, who was then begging fobfcriptions for

her Poems. To phis letter was fubfcribed the name of

Swift, and it has all the appearances of his. diilion and

fentiments ■, but it was not written in his ha,nd, and had

(9mS
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fome little improprieties. When he was charged with

this letter, he laid hold of the inaccuracies, and urged
the improbability of the accufarion 5 but never denied

it; he^fhufHes between cowardice and veracity, and

talks big when he fays
nothing."

In anfwer to which,

I am tempted to lay before the reader Swift's defence
of himfelf, though fet down in a former place, left it

might have efeaped his obfervation. To a letter from

his friend Pope, inclofing one of thofe forged ones, he

makes the following reply.
" As for thofe three letters

ypu mention, fuppofed all to be writPen by me to the

Queen, on Mrs. Barber's account^ efpecially the letter

which bears my name^ I can only fay that the appre-

henfions one may be apt to have of a friend's doing a,

foolifh thing, is an effect pf kindnefs ; and God knows

who is free from playing the fool fometime or other.

But in fuch a degree, as to write to. the Queen, who

hath ufed me ill without any caufe, and to write in foch

a manner as the letter you font me, and in fuch a flyle*

and to have fuch a zeal for one almoft a ftranger, and

to make fuch a defcription of a woman, as po prefer

he* before all mankind ; and to inftance ip as one of phe

greapeft grievances pf Ireland, phap her Majefty hath

not encouraged Mrs. Barber, a woollen-draper's wife

declined in the world, becaufe fhe hath a knack of ver

ifying; was, to fuppofe, or fear, a folly fo Pranfeend-

enP, that no man could be guilty of, who was not fit

for Bedlam. You know phe lePPer you fenp inclofed is

pop my hand., and why I fhould difguife, and yep fign

my name, is unaccounPable.—If the Queen had not an

inclination to think ill of me, fhe knows me too well

to believe iri her own heart that I fhould be fuch a cox7
comb,"

He. And in his letter to Mrs. Howard upon

the fame fubject, he thus expreffes himfelf. " I find,

from feveral inftances, thajt I am under phe Queen's dif-

3 pleafore ;
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pleafore ; and, as ip is ufual among Princes, without

any
manner of reafon. I am told there were three let

ters fent to her Majefty in relation to one Mrs. Barber,

who is now in London, and foliciting for a fubfcription

to her Poems. It feems the Queen thinks that thefe

letters were written by me; and I feorn to defend my

felf, even to her Majefty, grounding my feorn upon the

opinion I had of her juftice, her tafte, and good fenfe:

especially when the laft of thofe letters, whereof I have

juft received the original from Mr. Pope, was figned

with my name : and why I fhould difguife my hand,

which you know very well, and yet write my name, is

both ridiculous and
unaccountable."

Now, I appeal

to the reader whether it was poffible for a man to have

made a ftronger defence againft fuch a charge. Strong
er indeed than was at all neceffary on the occafion, as

it was foon difcovered to be a trick of fome enemy to

render him ridiculous; and loft all credit at Court; as

we find by an anfwer to the above letter from Lady Suf

folk, in which fhe raillies the Dean with great fpright-

linefs. " Think of my joy to hear you fofpected of

folly ; think of my pleafure when I entered the lift for

your juftification ! Indeed I was a little difconcerted to

find Mr. Pope took the fame fide ; for I would have had

the man of wit, the dignified divine, the Irifh Drapier

have found no friend, but phe filly woman and the

Courtier. . . . Now, to my mortification, I find every

body inclined to think you had no hand in writing thefe
letters."

This impotent attack upon the Dean, we find, was
ftifled in its birth. What fhall we fay then to the at

tempt made by Dr. Johnfon to revive it at this diftance
of time, in order to level him with the loweft of man-

kind, by three grofs imputations, each of which is ut

terly incompatible with the whole of his character?

And

5
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And thefe are, no lefs than folly, falfhood, and cow

ardice. Folly in the extreme, in fopppfing him to

write fuch letters, as could only reflect difgraceon him

felf, without any afiignable motive for his doing fo :

falfhood of the worft kind, as prevarication is worfe

thart lying ; and cowardice in not daring to own what

he had done. Who is there .that knows any thing of

Swift, his utter abhorrence of every fpecies of falfhood ;

his courage to fpeak the truth in the face of Majefty,
with the fame freedom as before the meaneft fubject ;

but muft be fhocked at the audacity of the man, who

dared to fay of him,—
" He fhuffles between cowardice

and veracity, and talks big when he fays
nothing."

The onlyreafons affigned by the Doctor for his be

lieving that the letters were really written by Swift, are

thefe.

ill. To Phis letter was fobferibed the name of Swift,

and it has all the appearances of his ditlion and fentiments.

Now I will appeal to any one of tafte acquainted with

Swifp's flyle, whether there ever was a more clumfy

imitation attempted, both with regard to thoughPs and

expreffion. It bears indeed as little refemblance to his,

as one of Overton's wooden prints, to the copper-plate

of Hogarth.

2d. When he was charged with this letter, he laid

hold of the inaccuracies, and urged the improbability
of the accufation, but never denied

it."

That is to fay,

becaufe Swift does not in exprefs terms fay,
" I did

not write thofe letters,"-—therefore he does not deny it.

But his indignation at fo bafe a charge was too great to

anfwer it only by a fimple denial ; to his friend Pope he

refutes it by fuch forcible arguments, as fhewed the im-

poffibility of his being capable of fuch an egregious

piece of folly, unlefs, as he expreffes it, he were fit for

Bedlam. " To the Queen indeed (as he nobly fays)
1 feorn
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I fcofn to defend myfelf; grounding my feorn upoft

the opinion 1 had of hef juftice, her tafte, and good

fenfe.''

While the Doctor was malicioufly endeavouring to

fix the flain of a bafe prevarication on Swift, he did

not forefee that the
charges-

Would, like a devilifh engine, back recoil

Upon himfelf. Milton'.

For, as it is a received opinion in the world, that men

judge of others by themfelves, there is no one who fees

fo vile an imputation, thrown on fo exalted a charac*

ter, upon fuch bad grounds, but will fuppofe the
Doc^

tor capable of acting in that manner himfelfj under

fimilar circumftances.

It were a tedious bufinefs to follow the Doctor

through many other paffages equally reprehenfible j

but by thofe which I have already expofed, I have

fhewn how little credit is to be given to the reft. AH

candid readers of the other Lives written by this Bio

grapher, will fee how envioufly he has endeavoured to

depreciate the Characters, or Works, of men of the

greateft genius, and to exalt others of little fame. Of

this he has given a remarkable inftance in the very
next Life to that of Swift, Which may be confidered as

an antidote to his poifon. What will pofterity fay when

they fee the Life of Savage extended to double the

number of pages occupied by that of Swift ? When

they fhall find the Writings of the one, not a line of

which will probably defcend to them, highly extolled ;

and the Works of the immortal Swift, either con-^

demned, or flightly praifed ? When rhey fhall fee every
art ufed to palliate the actions of one of the worft of

men, and place his character in the moft favourable

light i
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light; and all .the ingenuity of malice exerted to naif-

reprefent the conduct, and vilify the character of one

of the beft ? But whatever pains the Doctor may have

taken in drawing all thefe portraits of our Poets, they
will never be confidered as likeneffes ; except his own,

which he has unwarily handed down to future ages, in

fuch ftrong features, that the refemblance never can be
doubted.

In oppofition to all the maligners of Swift, moft of

whom were fuch—

As neither hveta his faculties trrpsYjhn—Shakes.

I fhall oppofe the teftiaiony of two men, «vho were of

his intimate acquaintance for more than twenty years*

Dr. Delany, and Dn. Stopford. The firft concludes

his anfwer to Lord Orrery in the following manner. -

**

My Lord, when you consider Swift's lingular* pe

culiar, and moft variegated vein of witj always in*

tended rightly, although not always rightly -directed?

delightful in many inftances, and falutary, even where

it is moft ofienfive ; when you confider his ftrict truth,

his fortitude in refilling oppreffioBj and arbitrary

power; his fidelity in friendfhip ; his firacere love and

?e,ai for religion ; his uprightnefs in making right re

folutions, and his fteady adherence to them ; his care

of his church,^ its choirs its ceconpmy, and its income '

his attention to all thofe chat preached in his Caphedralj

in order to their amendment in pronunciation and flyle j

as alfo his remarkable attention to the intereft of his

fucceffors, preferably to his Own prefent emoluments ;

his invincible patriot.! fra, even to a country which he

did not love; his very ., various, well-devifed, well

judged, and extenfive charities, throughout his life ;

and his whole fortune conveyed to the fame Chriftian

purpofes
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purpofes at his death : charities, from which he Could

enjoy no honour, advantage, or fatisfaction of any

kind, in this world.

When you confider his ironical and humourous, as

well as his ferious fchemes for the promotion of true

religion and virtue ; his fuccefs in foliciting for the firft

fruits and twentieths, to the unfpeakable benefit of the

eftablifhed Church of Ireland ; and his felicity (to rate

it no higher) in giving occafion to the building of

fifty new churches in London.

All this confidered, the character of his Life will

appear like that of his Writings, they will both bear

to be re-confidered, and re-examined with the utmoft

attention ; and will always difcover new beauties and

excellencies, upon every examination.

They will bear to be confidered as the Sun, in which

the brightnefs will hide the blemifhes ; and whenever

petulant ignorance, pride, malice, malignity, or envy

interpofes, to cloud, or folly his fame, I will take up

on me to pronounce the eclipfe will not laft long.

To conclude.—No man ever deferved better of any

country, than Swift did of his. A Heady, perfevering,
inflexible friend : a wife, a watchful, and a faithful

Counfellor under many fevere trials, and bitter perfe

ctions, to the manifeft hazard both of his liberty and
fortune.

He lived a bleffing, he died a benefactor, and his

name will ever live an honour to
Ireland."

The other was written in Latin, by Dr. Stopford,
Bifhop of Cloyne; a man inferior to none of his time

in learning, benevolence, and piety ; adorned with all

the qualities that conftitute the fcholar, the gentleman,
and the Chriftian. Swift, on an early acquaintance,
foon diftinguifhed fo excellent a character, took him

inpo his confidence, became his papron, and never cea-

fed
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fed his good offices till, from a junior fellow the of Col-

legej he raifed him to that high rank, fo fuited to his

merit. The good Bifhop, who always acknowledged

that he owed every Hep of his preferment entirely to

Swift, paid the following tribute to the memory of his

deceafed friend and benefactor.

MEMORY Jonath. Swift, S.

OUEM vivUm ex animo coluit, amico liceat mor-

tuum defiere, atque hoc qualicunque fungi mu*

here.

A. C. 1745 Octobris die ic/°. obiit Jonathan Swift

Decanus Ecclefias Cathedralis Sancti Patricii Dublini-

enfis ; vixit annos feptuaginta feptem, decern menfes*

19 dies.

Vir ultra quam homini concerTum videtur, maximis

ornatus virtutibus. Vires ingenii mirandse potius*

quam a quoquam exoptandas j quas exercuit prSecipue

in politicis & poetica.

Incorruptus inter peffimos mores s magni atque
con-

ftantis animi; liberpatis femper ftudiofiffimus, atq; nof-

tri reipublicze
flatus,'

a Gothis quondam fapienper infti-

tuti, laudator perpetuus, propugnator acerrimus,.
Cu-

jus tamen formam, ambitu & largitione adeo fedatam

UP vix nunc dignofei poffiP, faepius indignabundus
plo-

rabat.

Patrise amore flagrans forPem Hibernise, quoPies de-

flevit I quoties laboranti fobvenit ! Teftis epiftolae illse

n'unquam intefiturse, quibus, infulam mifere labantem,

jamque juga ahenea fubeuntem, erexit, confirmavitj

impiis inimicorum conatibus fortiter infraclis, proftrapis.

Privatam fi infpicias vitam, cum illo gratias, lepo-

yes, fales inPeriiffe dicas;> quibus fuaviffime fermonea

H h condipi.
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conditi, fommo tamen cum decore, utpote cui unice

propofitum, quod verum, quod decens, amicis & ci-

vibus fois affidue commendare.

Nee levior fiagitiorum vindex, fraudes, ambitionem,

avaritiam, dictis acerrime laceravit, exemplo feliciter

oppreffit.

Erga bonos comis, liberalis, pius, commodis
ami-

corum anxie inferviens; pro pauperibus femper follici-

tus ; quorum egeftati in hac urbe mire confuluit, pecu-

nia mutuo data infimis artificum, in rata, eaque exigua

portione per feptimanas rependenda, unde multi pau-

pertati jam fuccumbentes, fefe paulatim expedierunt.

Idem, abftinentise exemplar antiquum, parce atqj

dur'iter rem familiarem adminiftravit ; quafq; fibi inu-

tiles fpernebat opes, fedulo tamen comparatas, domui

hofpitali condendie, moriens magnifice legavit : ubi

jdiotae & lunatici, collati muneris ignari, pie femper

tractarentur.

Hie vir, tantus, talifque, qui vividis ingenii viribus

Jonge genus humanum fuperabat, a civibus ingratis diu

neglectus, magnatum invidiam faspius, gratiam vix un-

quam expertus, triginta duos annos latuit in Hibernia,

nullo ultra decanatum infignitus titulo; quod tamen

illi pro votis aecidiffe inter amicos conftat, quippe cui

femper in ore erat; Non tam referre, quo genere honot

rum fis ornatus, quam a quibus & inter quos.

Tandem fenio, atq; intolerandis capitis dploribus

confectus, mente, memoria, fenfu paulatim deficienti-

bus, jamq; penitus extinctisi per quatuor poftremos

vits annos, inter mcerentes amicos mortuus vixit;

quern tamen omni laude dignifilmum rite qonfecrant

divina insenii lumina."D^

1 I fliall clofe my accounP of phis extraordinary man,

«?iph laying open one leading part of his character^

which
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which may ferve as a dug to the whole. He was per

haps1 the moft difinterefted man that ever lived. No

felfifh motive ever influenced any part of his conduct.

He loved virtue for its own fake, and was content it

fhould- be its own reward. The means to arrive at

rank, fortune, and fame, the -three great objects of

purfoit in other men, though all thrown in his way,

he utterly defpifed, fatisfied with having deferved them.

The fame principle operated equally on the author, as

pn the man; as he never put his name to his Works,
nor had any folicitude about them, after they had once

made their appearance in the world. The laft act of

his life fhewed how far he made this a rule of conduct,

in his choice of the charity to which he bequeathed his

fortune ; leaving it for the fopport of Idiots and Lu

natics, beings that could never know their benefactor.

Upon the whole, when we confider his character as

a man, perfectly free from vice, with few frailties, and

fuch exalted virtues ; and as an author, poffeffed of

fuch uncommon talents, fuch an Original vein of hu

mour, fuch an inexhauftible fund of wit,, joined to fo

clear and folid an underftanding ; when we behold thefe

two characters united in one and the fame perfon ; per

haps it will not.be thought too bold an affertion, to

fay, phat his parallel is nop to be found either in the

hiftory of ancienP or modern times.

THE END,

Ihjfr A P-
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ANECDOTES

OF THE

FAMILY of SWIFT.

A FRAGMENT.

Written by Dr.
Swift.'

The original Manufcript in his own Hand is lodged

in the Univerfity Library of Dublin.

TH E family of the Swifts was ancient in York?

fhire; from them defcended a noted perfon,

who paffed under the name of Cavaliero Swift, a man

of wit and humour. He was made an Irifh Peer by

King James or King Charles the Firft, with the title of

Baron Carlingford, but never was in that kingdom.

Many traditional pleafant ftories are related of him,

which the family planted in Ireland hath received from

their parents. This Lord died without iffue male;

and his heirefs, whether of the firft or fecond defcent»

was married to Robert Fielding, Efq; commonly called

handfome Fielding; fhe brought him a confiderable

eftate in Yorkfhire, which he fquandered away, but

bad no children ; the Earl of Fglington married ano

ther coheirefs of the fame family, as he hath often

told me.

Another



THE APPENDIX? 469

Another of the fame family was Sir Edward Swift,
well known in the times of the great rebellion and

ufurpation, but.I am ignorant whether he left heirs or

not.

Of the other branch, whereof the greateft part

fettled in Ireland, the founder was William Swift,

Prebendary of Canterbury, towards the laft years of

Queen Elifabeth, and during the reign of King James

the Firft. He was a Divine of fome diftinction : there

is a fermon of his extant, and the title is to be feen in

the catalogue of the Bodleian Library, but I never

could get a copy, and I fuppofe it would now be of

little value.

This William married the heirefs of Philpot, I fup
pofe a Yorkfhire Gentleman, by whom he got a very

confiderable eflate, which however fhe kept in her own

power; 1 know not by what artifice. She was a ca

pricious, ill-natured and paffionate woman, of which

I have been told feveral inftances. And it hath been

a continual tradition in the family, that, foe abfolutely
difinheritedher only fon Thomas, for no greater crime

than that of robbing an orchard when he was a boy.

And thus much is certain, that-except a church or

chapter leafed which was not renewed, Thomas never

enjoyed more than one hundred pounds a year, which

was all at Goodrich, in Herefordfhire, whereof not

above one half is how in the poffeffion of a great-

great grandfon.

His original picture is now in the hands of Godwin

Swift, of Dublin, Efq; his great grandfon, as v/ell as

that of his wife's, who feems to have a good deal of

the fhrew in her countenance ; whofe arms of an

heirefs are joined with his own ; and by the laft he

feems to have been a perfon fomewhat fantaftick ; for

in phefe he gives as his deyice a dolphin (in thofe days

H h 3 called
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called a Swift) twilled about an anchor, with this

motto, Feftina Lente.

There is likewife a feal with the fame coat of arms

(his not joined with his wife's) which the faid William

commonly made ufe of, and this is alfo now in the pof-

feffion of Godwin Swift above mentioned..

His eldefl fon Thomas feems to have been a Clergy
man before his father's death. He was Vicar of Good

rich, in Herefordfhire, within a mile or two of Rofs;

he had likewife another church living, with about one

hundred pounds a year in land, as I have already men

tioned. He built a houfe on his own land in the vil

lage of Goodrich ; which, by the architecture, denotes

the builder to have been fomewhat whimfical and lin

gular, and very much towards a projector. The houfe

is above a hundred years old, and ftill in good repair,

inhabited by a tenant of the female line, but the land

lord, a young Gentleman, lives upon his own eflate ia

Ireland.

This Thomas was diftinguifhed by his courage, as

well as his loyalty to King Charles the Firft, and the

fofferings he underwent for that Prince, more than any
perfon of his condition in England. • Some hiftorians

of thofe times relate feveral particulars ofwhat he acted,

and what hardfhips he underwent for the perfon and

caufe of that bleffed martyr'd Prince. He was plun

dered by the Roundheads fix and thirty times, fome

fay above fifty. He engaged his fmall eflate, and ga

thered all the money he could get, quilted it in his

waiftcoat, got off to a town held for the King, where

being afked by the Governor, who knew him well,
what he could do for his Majefty ? Mr. Swift faid, he
would give the King his coap, and, flripping it off,

prefented it to the Governor ; who obferving it to be

worth little, Mr. Swift faidj then take my waiftcoat;

he



THE APPENDIX. 471

he bid the Governor weigh it in his hand, who Ordering
it to be ripped, found it lined with three hundred

t>road pieces of gold, which as it proved a feafonable

belief, muft be allowed an extraordinary fopply from a

private Clergyman with ten children, of a fmall eftate,
fo often plundered, and foon after turned out of his

-livings in the church.

At another time being informed that three hundred

horfe of the rebel party intended in a week to pafs over

a certain river, upon an attempt againft the Cavaliers,
Mr. Swift having a head mechanically turned, he con

trived certain pieces of iron with three fpikes, whereof
one muft always be with the point upwards : he placed

them overnight in the ford, where he received notice

that the rebels would pafe early the next morning, which

they •accordingly did, and loft two hundred of their

men, who were drowned or trod to death by the falling
of their horfes, or torn by the fpikes.

His fons, whereof four were fettled in Ireland (dri

ven thither by their fufferings, and by the death of their

father) 'related -many other paffages, which they learned
either from their father himfelf, or from what had beeh

told them by the moft credible perfons of Hereford

fhire, and fome neighbouring counties ; and which

vfome of thofe fons often told to their children ; many

of which are ftill remembered, but many more for

got.

He was deprived of both his church livings fooner

than moft other loyal Clergymen, upon account of his

fuperior zeal for the King's caufe, and his eflate fequef-

Pered. His preferments, at leaft that of Goodrich,
were given to a fanatical faint, ferupled not, how

ever, to conform upon the Reftoration, and lived many

years, I think till after the Revolution : I have feen

many perfons at Goodrich, who knew and told me his

^ame, which I cannot now.remember,

H h 4 The
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The Lord Treafurer Oxford told the Dean that he

had among his father's (Sir Edward Harley's) papers,,

feveral letters from Mr. Thomas Swift writ in thofe

times, which he promifed to give to the grandfon,

whofe life I am now writing; but never going to his

'houfe in Herefordfhire while he was Treaforer, and

the Queen's death happening in three days after his re

moval, the Dean went to Ireland, and the Earl being

tried for his life, and dying while the Dean was in Ire

land, he could never get them.

Mr. Thomas Swift died in the year 1658, and in the

63d year of his age: his body lies under the altar at

Goodrich, with a fhort infeription. He died about two

years before the return of King Charles Phe Second,

who by the recommendation of fome prelates had pro

mifed, if ever God fhould reftore him, phat he would

promote Mr Swift in the church, and other ways re

ward his family, for his extraordinary fervices and zeal,

and perfecutions in the royal caufe ; but Mr, Swift's:

merit died with himfelf.

He left ten fons and three or four daughters, moft

of which lived to be men and women : his efdeft fon

Godwin Swift, of the Inner-Temple, Efq; (fo ftiled

by Guillem the herald ; in whofe book the family is de-

fcribed ap large) was I think called to the bar before

the Reftoration. He married a relation of the old

Marchionefs of Ormond, and upon that account, as

well as his father's loyalty, the old Duke of Ormond

made him his attorney-general in the palatinate ef

Tipperary. He had four wives, one of which* to the

great offence of his family, was coheirefs to Admiral

Deane, who was one of the Regicides. Godwin left

feveral children, who have all eftates. He was an ill-

pleader, but perhaps a little too dexterous in the fobtle

parts pf the law,

The
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The fecond fon of Mr. Thomas Swift was called by
the, fame name, was bred at Oxford, and took orders.

He married phe eldeft daughper of Sir William D'Ave-

nant, but died young, and left only one fon, who was

alfo called Thomas, and is now Rector of Putenham
in Surry. His widow Jived long, was exPremely poor,
and in part fupported by the famous Dr. South, who
had been her hufband's intimate friend.
The reft of his fons, as far as I can call to mind,

were Mr. Dryden Swift, called fo after the name of his

mother, who was a near relation to Mr. Dryden the

iPoet, William, Jonathan, and Adam, who all lived

-and died in Ireland; but none of them left male iffuc

except Jonathan, who befide a daughter, left one fon,
-born feven monphs after his father's death; ofwhole
life I inPend to write a few memorials,

J. S. D. D. and D. of St. P—■.
—

-, was the only fon

of Jonathan Swift, who was the feventh or eighth fon

ofMr. Thomas Swift above mentioned, fo eminent for

his loyalty and his fofferings.

His father died young, about two years after his mar

riage ; he had fome employments and agencies ; his

death was much lamented on account of his reputation

for integrity, with a tolerable good underftanding.

, He married Mrs. Abigail Erick, of Leicefterfhire,
defcended from the moft ancient family of the Ericks,
who derive their lineage from Erick the Forefter, a.

great commander, who raifed an army po oppofe the

invafion of William the Conqueror, by whom he was

vanquifbed, but afterwards employed to command that

Prince's forces; and in his old age retired to his houfe

in Leicefterfhire, where his family hath continued ever

fince, but declining every age, and are now in the con

dition of very private gentlemen.

This marriage was on both fides very indifcreet, for

(his wife brought her hufoand hpple or no fofpune ; and

his
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fus death happening fo fuddenly, before he could make

a fufficient eftablifhment for his family, his fon (not

then born) hath often been heard to fay,, that. he felt

the confequences of that marriage, not only through

the whole courfe of his education, but during lb©

o-reateft parp of his life.

He was born in Dublin, on St. Andrew's day ; and

when he was a year old, an event happened to him that

feems very unufual; for his nurfe, who was a woman

of Whitehaven, being under an abfolute neceffity,of

feeing one of her relations, who was then extremely

fick, and from whom fhe expected a legacy ; and being

-extremely fond of the infant, fhe ftole him on fhip-

board unknown to his mother and uncle, and carried

him with her to Whitehaven, where he continued for

almoft three years. For, when the matter was difeo-

vered, his mother fent orders by all means not to "ha

zard a fecond voyage, till he could be bettter able Po

bear it. The nurfe was fo careful of him, that before

he returned he had learnt to fpell ; and by the time

that he was five years old, he could read any chapter

in the bible.

After his return to Ireland, he was fent at fix years

years old to the fchool of Kilkenny, from whence at

fourteen he was admitted into the univerfity atDublin;
where by the ill treatment of his neareft relations, he

was fo difcouraged and funk in his fpirits, that he too

much neglected fome parts of his academick ftudies i

for which he had no great relifh by nature, and turned

himfelf to reading hiflory and poetry; fo that when

the time came for taking his degrees of Batchelor, al

though he had lived with great regularity and due ob-

fervance of the flatutes, he was flopped of his degree
for dulnefs and infufficiency"; and at laft hardly admit
ted in a manner, little Po his credit, which is called in

3 thai



THE APPENDIX.
47£

that college, .fpecidi .gratia..And this difcreditable

mark, as I am told, ftands upon record in thejr college

regiflery.

The troubles then breaking out, he went to his mo

ther, who lived in Leicefter-, and after continuing there

fome months, he was received by Sir William Temple,

whofe father had been a great friend to the family, and

who was now retired to his houfe calledMoor-park, near

Farnham in Surry, where he continued for about two

years : for he happened before twenty years old, by a for

feit of fruit, to contract a giddinefs and coldnefs of flo-

mach, that almoft brought him to his grave; and this

diforder purfued him with intermiffions of two or three

years to the end of his life. Upon this occafion he re

turned to Ireland, by advjce of phyficians, who weakly

imagined that his native air might be of fome ufe to re

cover his health : but growing worfe, he foon went back

to SirWilliam Temple •, with whom growing into fome

confidence, he was often trufted with matters of great

importance. King William had a high efteem for Sir

William Temple by a long acquaintance, while that

Gentleman was Ambaflador and Mediator of a general

peace at Nimeguen. The King foon after his,expedition

to England, vifited his old friend often at Sheen, and

took his advice in affairs of greateft confequence. But

Sir William Temple, weary, of living fo near London,

and refolving to retire to a
more private feene, bought an

eflate near Farnham in Surry, of about 100 1. a year,

where Mr. Swift accompanied him.

About that time a bill was brought into the Houfe of

Commons for Triennial- Parliaments; againft which, the

King, who was a ftranger to our Conftitution, was very

averfe, by the advice of fome weak people, who perfuaded

the Earl of Portland, that King Charles the Firft loft his

crown and life by confenring po pafs foch a bill. The

Earl,
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Earl, who was a weak man, came down Po Moor-park,

by his Majefly's orders, Po have Sir William Temple's

advice, who faid much to fhew him the miftake. But

he continued ftill to advife the King againft paffing the

bill.'

Whereupon Mr. Swift was fent to Kenfington

with the whole account of that matter in writing, to con

vince the King and the Earl how ill they were informed.

He told the Earl, to whom he was referred by his Majef

ty ("and gave it in writing) that the ruin of King Charles

fhe Firft was not owing to his paffing the Triennial Bill,

which did not hinder him from diflblving any Parliament,
but to the paffing of another bill, which put it out of

his power to diffolve the Parliament then in being, with

out the confent of the Houfe. Mr. Swift, who was well

verfed in Englifh hiftory, although he was then under

twehty-one years old, gave the King a fhort account of

the matter, but a more large one to the Earl of Port

land ; but all in vain ; for the King, by ill advifers, was

prevailed upon to refufe paffing the bill. This was the

firft time that Mr. Swift had any converfe with courts,

and he told his friends it was the firft incident that helped

to cure him of vanity. The confequence of this wrong

ftep in his Majefty was very unhappy ; for it put that

Prince under a neceffity of introducing thofe people cal

led Whigs into power and employments, in order to pa

cify them. For, although it be held a part of the King's

prerogative to refufe paffing a bill, yet the learned in the

law think otherwife, from that expreffion ufed at the Co

ronation, wherein the Prince obligeth himfelf to confent

to all laws, qufs valgus elegerit.

Mr. Swift lived with him (Sir William Temple) fome

time, but reiblving to fettle himfelf in fome way of liv

ing, was inclined to take orders. However, although

his fortune was very fmall, he had a fcruple of entering
into the church merely for fupport, and Sir William

Tempte
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Temple phen being Mafter of phe Rolls In Ireland, offer
ed him an of aboup 1 20I. a year in phap office;

whereupon Mr. Swift told him, that fince he had now an

opportunity of living without being driven into the church
for a maintenance, he was refolved to go, to Ireland and

take holy orders. He was recommended to the Lord

Capel, then Lord Deputy, who gave him a Prebend in

the north, worth about tool, a year, of which growing

weary
in"

a few months, he returned to England, refigned
his living in favour of a friend, and continued in Sir

William Temple's houfe till the death of that great man,

who befides a legacy, left him the care and truft and ad-.

vantage of publifhing his pofthumous writings.

Upon this event Mr. Swift removed to London, and

applied by petition to King William, upon the claim

of a promife his Majefty had made to Sir William Tem

ple, that he would give Mr. Swift a Prebend of Canter

bury or Weftminfter. The Earl of Rumney, who pro-

feffed much friendfhip for him, promifed Po fecond his

petition ; but as he was an old, vicious, illiterate rake,

without any fenfe of truth or honour, faid not a word to

the King. And Mr. Swift, after long attendance in vain,

thought it better to comply with an invitation given him

by the,Earl of Berkley to attend him to Ireland, as his

Chaplain and private Secretary ; his Lordihip having
been appointed one of the Lords Juftices of that

king-"

dom. He attended his Lordfhip, who landed near Wa-

terford, and Mr. Swift acted as Secretary during the

whole journey to Dublin. But another perfon had , fo far

infinuated himfelf into the Earl's favour, by telling him
that the poft of Secretary was not proper for a Clergy

man, nor would be of any advantage to one, who only

aimed at church preferments ; that his Lordfhip, after ^,

poor apology, gave thaP office. Po Phe other.

In
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In fome months phe Deanery of Derry fell vacant, and

it was the Earl of Berkley's turn to difpofe of it. Yet

things were fo ordered, that the Secretary having receiv

ed a bribe, the Deanery was difpofed of to another, and

Mr. Swift was put off with fome other church-livings not

worth above a third part of that rich Deanery; and at

this prefent not a fixth. The excufe prePended was

his being too young, although he were then thirty
years old.

Dr>
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IN the name ofGO D, Amen. I Jonathan Swift,
Doctor in Divinity, and Dean of the Cathedral

Church of St. Patrick, Dublin, being at this prefent of

found mind, although weak in body,-
do here make my

laft will and teftament, hereby revoking all my former

wills.

Imprimis. 1 bequeath my foul to God,, (in humble

hopes of ; his mercy through Jefus Christ) and my. body
to the earth. And I defire that my body may be buried

in the great ifle of the faid Cathedral, on the fouth fide*
under the pillar next to the monument of Primate Nar-

ciffus Marfo, three days after my deceafe, as privately

as poffible, and at twelve o'clock at night : and, that a

black marble of feet fquare, and feven feet from

the ground, fixed to the wall, may be erected, with the

following infcription in large letters, deeply cut, and

ftrongry gilded.
'

HIC DEPOSITUM, EST CORPUS

JONATHAN SWIFT, S. T. D. HUJUS EC-

CLESIjE CATHEDRALIS DECANI, UBI SFBtVA.

INDIGNATIO ULTERIUS COR LAGERARE

NEQU1T. ABI VIATOR, ET IMITARE, SI

POTERIS, STRENUUM PRO VTRILLLIBERTA-

TIS V1NDIGATOREM. OBIIT ANNO (1745)
MENSIS- (OCTOBRIS) DIE (to) iETATIS .ANNO

(78)-

Item: I give and bequeath to rny executors,, all my

worldly fubftance, of what, nature or kind foever (except

ing fuch part thereof as is herein after particularly de

viled) for the following ufes and purpofes, that is to fay,

to the intent that they,
or- the furvivors or forvivOr of

them, his; executors, or adminiftrators, as foon as con

veniently may be
after'

my death, fhall turn it all into

ready



48t> Dr. SWIFfs WILL.

ready money, and lay out the fame in purchafing lands

of inheritance in fee-fimpkj fituaPe in any province of

Ireland, excepr Connaught, buP as near to the city of

Dublin, as conveniently can be found, and not incum

bered with, or fubject to any leafes for lives renewable*

or any terms for
years longer than thirty-one : and I de

fire that a yearly annuity of twenty pounds fterlirtg, out

of the annual profits of fuch lands, when purchafed, and

out of the yearly income of my faid fortune, devifed to

my executors,
as aforefaid, until fuch purchafe fhall be

made, fhall be paid to Rebecca Dingley of the city of

Dublin, fpinfter, during her life, by two equal half-

yearly payments, on the feafts of All Sainrs, and. St.

Philip and St. Jacob, the firft payment to be made on

fuch of the faid feafts as fhall happen next after my

death. And that the refidue of the yearly profits of

the faid lands, when purchafed, and until fuch pur

chafe be made, the refidue of the yearly income and

intereft of my faid fortune devifed as aforefaid, to my exe

cutors, fhall be laid out in purchafing a piece of land,

fituate near Dr. Sreevens's hofpital, or if it cannot be

there had, fomewhere in or near the city ofDublin, large

enough for the purpofes herein after mentioned, and in

building thereon an hofpital large enough for the reception

of as many Idiots and Lunaticks as the annual income of

the faid lands and worldly fobftance fhall be fofficient to

maintain : and, I defire thap the faid hofpital may be

called St. Patrick's Hofpital, and may be built in fuch a

manner, that another building may be added unto it, in

cafe the endowment thereof fhall be enlarged ; fo that the

additional building may make the whole edifice regular

and complete. And my further will and defire
is,'

that

when the faid hofpital fhall be built, the whole yearly in

come of the faid lands and eflate, fhall, for ever after, be

laid out in providing victuals, cloathings, medicines,
ap-

Pendance,
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tendance, and all other neceffaries for foch Idiots and Lu-

napicks, as fhall be received into the fame ; and in repair

ing and enlarging phe building, from time po time, as

there may be occafion. And, if a fufficient number of
Idiots and Lunaticks cannot readily be found, I defire

that Incurables may be taken into the faid hofpital to

fopply fuch deficiency : but, that no perfon fhall be ad

mitted into it, that labours under any irifeaious difeafe :

and, that all fuch Idiots, Lunaticks, and Incurables, as

fhall be received into the faid hofpital, fhall conftantly
live and refide therein, as well in the night as in the day ;

and that the falaties of agents, receivers, officers, fer

vants, and attendants, to be employed in the bufinefs of

the faid hofpital, fhall not in the whole exceed one fifth

part of the clear yearly income, or revenue
thereof.*

And, I farther defire that my executors, the furvivors or

furvivor of them, or the heirs of fuch, fhall not have

power to demife any part of the faid lands fo to be pur

chafed as aforefaid, but with confent of the Lord Primate,
the Lord High Chancellor, the Lord Archbifhop of

Dublin, the Dean of Chrift-Church? the Dean ■ of St.

Patrick's, the Phyfician to the State, and the Surgeon-

general, all for the time being, or the greater part of

them, under their hands in writing ; and that no leafes

of any part of the faid lands, fhall ever be made other

than leafes for years not exceeding thirty-one, in poffef-

fion, and not in reverfion or remainder, and not difpu-

nifhable of wafle, whereon fhall be referved the beft and

moft improved rents, that can reafonably and moderately,

without racking the tenants, be gotten for the fame,
without fine. Provided always, and it- is my will and

earneft defire, that no leafe of any part of the faid lands,

fo to be purchafed as aforefaid, fhall ever be made to, or

in trufl for any perfon any way concerned in the execu

tion of this trufl, or to, or in trufl for any perfon any

I i way
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way related or allied, either by confanguinity or affinity,,-

to any of the perfons who
fhall at that time be concerned

in the execution of this trufl: and, that if any leafes

fhall happen to be made contrary to my intention above

expreffed, the feme (hall be utterly void and of no effect.

And, I farther defire until the charter herein after men

tioned be obtained, my executors, or the furvjvors or

furvivor of them, his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators,

fhall not aft. in the execution of this trufl, but with the

confent and approbation of the faid feven additional truf-

tees or the greater part of them, under their hands in

writing, and fhall, with fuch confent and approbation as

aforefaid, have power from
time to time, to make rules*

orders, and regulations, for the government and direc

tion of the faid hofpital. And, 1 make it my requeft to.

my faid executors, that they jnay in convenient time,

apply to his Majefty for a charter to incorporate them,

or fuch of them as fhall be then living, and the faid ad

ditional truftees, for the better management and condufl;

of this charity, with a power to purchafe lands ; and to,

fopply by ekaion, fuch vacancies happening in the cor

poration, as fhall not be fopplied by fucceffion, and fuch

other powers as may be thought expedient for the due

execution of this trufl, according to my intention herein

before expreffed. And, when fuch charter fhall be oh-

pained, 1 defire that my executors, or the furvivors or

furvivor of them, or the heirs of foch furvivor, may con

vey to the ufe of fuch corporation, in fee fimple, for the

purpofes aforefaid, all fuch lands and tenements, asihall

be purchafed in manner above-mentioned. Provided al

ways, and it is my will and intention, that my executors,

until the faid charter, and afterwards the corporation, tp

be hereby incorporated, fhall out of the yearly profits of

the faid lands when purchafed, and out of the yearly in

come pf my laid foitune devile<4 to my executors as afore

faid,
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laid, until fuch purchafe be made;, have power to reim-

burfe themfelves for all foch fums of their own money,

as they fhall neceffarily expend in the execution of this

trufl. And, that until the faid charter be obtained, all

acts which fhall at any time be done in execution of this

trufl by the greater part of my executors then living,
with the confent of the greater part of the faid additional

tru'ftees under their hands in writing, fhall be as valid and

effeaual, as if all my executors had concurred in the

fame.

Item i Whereas I purchafed the inheritance of the

tythes of the parifh of Effernock, near Trim, in the

county of Meath, for two hundred and fixty pounds fter-

ling ; I bequeath the faid tythes to the Vkar& of Lara

cor, for the time being, that is to fay, fo long as the

prefent Epifcopal Religion fhall continue to be the na

tional eftablifoed faith and profeffion in this kingdom :

but, whenever any other form of Chriftian Religion fhall

become the eflablifhed faith in this kingdom, I leave thefaid

tythes of Effernock to be bellowed, as the profits come

in, to the poor of the faid parifh of Laracor, by a weekly

proportion, and by fuch other officers as may then have

the power of diftributing charities to the poor of the faid

parifh, while Chriftianity under any fhape, fhall be tole

rated among us, ftill excepting profeffed Jews, Athtifts,

and Infidels.

. Item : Whereas I have fome leafes of certain houfes in

Kevin's -ftreer, near the Deanery-houfe, built upon the

Dean's ground, and one other houfe now inhabited by

Henry Land, in Deanery lane, alias Mitre-Alley, fome

of which leafes are let for forty-one years, or forty at

leaft, and not yet half expired, 1 bequeath to Mrs. Mar

tha.Whiteway, my leafe or leafes of thefaid houfes; I

alfo bequeath to the faid Martha, my leafe of forty years,

of Goodman's Holding, for which I receive ten pounds

I i %
P^
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per annum ; which
are two houfes, or more lately built ;

I bequeath alfo to the faid Martha, the fum of three

hundred pounds flerling, to be paid her by my executors

out of my ready money, or Bank bills, immediately after

my death, as foon as the executors meet. I leave, more

over, to the faid Martha, my repeating gold watch, my

yellow tortoife-fhell fnuff-box, and her choice of four gold

rings, out of feven which I now poffefs.

Item : I bequeath to Mrs..Mary Swift, alias Harrifon,

daughter of the faid Martha, my plain gold watch made

by Quare, to whom alfo I give my Japan writing defk,

bellowed to me by my Lady Worfeley, my fquare tor?

toife-fhell fnuff-box, richly lined and inlaid with gold,

given to me by the Right Honourable Henrietta, n6w

Countefs of Oxford, and the feal with a Pegafus, given -

to me by the Countefs of Granville.

Item : I bequeath to Mr. Ffolliot Whiteway, eldeft

fon of the aforefaid Martha, who is bred to be an at

torney, the fum of fixty pounds, as alfo five pounds to

be laid out in the purchafe of fuch law books as the

Honourable Mr. Juftice Lyndfay, Mr. Stannard, or Mr.

M'Aulay fhall judge proper for him.

Item : I bequeath to Mr. John Whiteway, youngeft

fon of the faid Martha, who is to be brought up a furgeon,

the fum of one hundred pounds, in order to qualify him

for a furgeon, but under the direaion of his mother.;

which faid fum of one hundred pounds is to be paid to

Mrs. Whiteway, in behalf of her laid fon John, out of

the arrears which fhall be due to me from my church

livings (except thofe of the Deanery tythes, which

now let to the Rev. Doaor Wilfon) as foon as the faid

arrears can be paid to my executors. I alfo leave the faid

John five pounds to be laid out in buying foch phyfical or

chirurgical books, as Doaor Grattan and Mr. Nichols

fhall think fit for him.

Item :
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Stem : I bequeath to Mrs. Ann Ridgway, now in nay

family, . the profits of the leafe of two houfes let to John

Cownly, for forty years, pf which only eight or nine are

expired, for which the faid Cownly payeth me nine pounds

flerling for rent, yearly. I alfo bequeath to the faid Anne,
the fum of one hundred pounds flerling, to be paid her

by my executors in fix weeks after my deceafe, out of
whatever money or Bank bills I may poffefs when I die:

as alfo three gold rings, the remainder of the feven above-

mentioned, after Mrs. Whiteway hath made her choke

of four ; and ail my fmall pieces of plate, not exceeding
in weight one ounce and one third part of an ounce.

Item : I bequeath to my dearefl friend Alexander Pope

of Twickenham, Efq-, my pktwe in miniature, drawn by
Zinck, of Robert late Earl of Oxford..

Item : I leave to Edward now Earl of Oxford, my leal

of Julius C^far, as alfo another feal, fuppofed to be a

young Hercules, both very choke antiques, and fet in.

gold ; both which I chufe to bellow to the faid Earl, be

caufe they belonged to her late Moft Excellent Majefty
Queen Anne, of ever glorious, immortal, and truly

pious memory, the real nurfing mother of her kingdoms.

Item : I leave to the Reverend Mr. James St-opford,

Vicar of Finglafs, my piaure of King Charles the Firft,

drawn by Vandike, which was given to me by the laid

James; as alfo, my large piaure of birds, which was

given to me by Thomas Earl of Pembroke.

Item : I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. Robert Grat-

tan, Prebendary of St. Audoen's, my gold bortkferew,

which he gave me, and my ftrong box, on condition of

his giving the fole ufe of the faid box to his brother Dr.

James Grattan, during the life of the faid Doaor, who

hath more occafion for it, and the fecond beft beaver hat

I fhall die poffeffed of.

Item :
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Item : 1 bequeath to Mr. John Grattan, Prebendarf of

Clonmethan, my filver box in which the Freedom of the

City of Corke was prefented to me ; in which I defire the

faid John to. keep the tobacco he ufually cheweth, called

Pigtail.

Item : I bequeath all my horfes and mares to the Re

verend Mr. John Jackfon, Vicar of Santry, together

with all my horfe furniture t lamenting that I had not

credit enough with any Chief Governor (fince the change

of times) to get fome
additional church preferment for fo

virtuous and worthy a gentleman. I alfo leave him my

third beft beaver hat.

Item : I bequeath to the Reverend Doaor Francis

Wilfon, the Works of Plato in three folio volumes, the

Earl of Clarendon's Hiftory in three folio volumes, and

my beft bible •, together with thirteen fmall Perfian pic

tures in the drawing room, and the fmall filver tankard

given to me by the contribution of fome friends, whofe

names are engraved at the bottom of the faid tankard.

Item : I bequeath to the Earl of Orrery the enamelled

filver plates to diftinguifh bottles of wine by, given to me

by his excellent Lady, and the half-length piaure of the

fate Countefs of Orkney in the drawing-room.

Item : I bequeath to Alexander M'Aulay, Efq-, the

gold box in which the Freedom of the City of Dublin

was prefented to me, as a teftimony of the efteem and

kve 1 have for him, on account of his great learning, fine

natural parts, unaffeaed piety and benevolence, and his

truly honourable zeal in defence of the legal rights of the

Clergy, in oppofition to all their unprovoked opprqffors.

Item : 1 bequeath to Deane Swift, Efq; my large fil

ver flandifh, confiding of a large filver plate, an ink pot,

a land box and bell of the fame metal.

Item : 1 bequeath to Mrs. Mary Barber, the medal of

Queen Anne and Prince George, which fhe formerly
gave me.

I Item :
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Item: I leave to the Reverend Mr. John Worral, my
beft beaver hat.

Item : I bequeath the Reverend Doaor Patrick Delany.

my medal of Queen Anne in filver, and on the reverie

the Bifhops of England kneeling before her Moft Sacred

Majefty.

Item : I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. James King.

Prebendary of Tipper, my large gilded medal of King
Charles the Firft, and on the reverie a Crown ofMartyr

dom with other devices. My will, neverthelefs, is, that
if any of the above-named Legatees fhould die before me,
that then, and in that cafe, the refpeaive legacies to

them bequeathed, fhall revert to myfelf? and become

again fubjea to my difpofal.

Item: Whereas I have the leafe of a field in truft for

me, commonly called the Vineyard, let to the Reverend

Doaor Francis Corbet, and the trull declared by thefaid

Doaor; the faid field, with fome land on this fide of the

road, making, in all about three acres, for which I pay

yearly to the Deanand Chapterof St. Patrick's %**.

Whereas I have built a ftrong wall round the faid

piece of ground, eight or nine feet high, faced on the

fouth afpea with brick, which coft
me'

above fix hundred

pounds flerling : and, likewife, another piece of ground

as aforefaid, of half an acre, adjoining the burial place

called the Cabbage-garden, now tenanted by William

White, gardener : my will is, that the ground inclofed

by the great wall, may be fold for the remainder of the

leafe, at the higheft price my executors can get for ir,

in belief and hopes, that the faid price will exceed three

hundred pounds at the lowefl value : for which my
foc-

ceffor in the Deanery fhall have the firft refufal; and, it is,

my earneft defire, that the fucceeding Deans and Chap
ters may prderve the faid Vipeyard and piece of land ad-,

joining, where the faid White now Hveth, fo as tp be al

ways,
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ways in the hands pf the focceeding Deans during their

office, by each Dean lefiening one fourth of the purchafe

money to each focceeding Dean, and for no more than

the prefent rent.

And I appoint the Honourable Robert Ly'ndfay, one

of the Judges of the Court of Common-Pleas ; Henry
Singkton, Efq-, Prime Serjeant to his Majefty ; the Re

verend Doaor Patrick Delany, Chancellor of St. Pa

trick's ; the Reverend Doaor Francis Wilfon, Preben

dary of Kilmacktolway ; Eaton Stannard, Efq; Recorder

of the City of Dublin ; the Reverend Mr. Robert Grat-

tan, Prebendary of St. Audoen's ; the Reverend Mr.

John Grattan, Prebendary ofClonmethan ; the Reverend

Mr. James Stopford, Vicar of Finglafs ; the Reverend

Mr. Jame3 King, Prebendary of Tipper ; and, Alexan

der M'Aulay, Efq;, my executors.

In witnefs whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand and

feal, and publifhed and declared this as my laft Will and

Teftament, this third day of May, 1740. forty.

Jonathan Swift.

Signed, Jealed andpublifhed by the above-named
Jonathan Swift, in Prejence of Us, who

haveJubjcribed our Names in his Prejence,

Jo. Wynne.

Jo. Rochforr.

William Dunkin.*



 



 




	Book title
	Cover
	Front Matter
	Page 
	Title Page
	Page 
	Page 

	Contents
	INTRODUCTION
	LIFE   of  DOCTOR   SWIFT
	SECTION  I
	APPENDIX
	His Will

	Page 
	Page 
	Introduction
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


	Body
	Page 
	Section I.
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26

	Section II.
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54

	Section III.
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140
	Page 141
	Page 142
	Page 143

	Section IV.
	Page 144
	Page 145
	Page 146
	Page 147
	Page 148
	Page 149
	Page 150
	Page 151
	Page 152
	Page 153
	Page 154
	Page 155
	Page 156
	Page 157
	Page 158
	Page 159
	Page 160
	Page 161
	Page 162
	Page 163
	Page 164
	Page 165
	Page 166
	Page 167
	Page 168
	Page 169
	Page 170
	Page 171
	Page 172
	Page 173
	Page 174
	Page 175
	Page 176
	Page 177
	Page 178
	Page 179
	Page 180
	Page 181

	Section V.
	Page 182
	Page 183
	Page 184
	Page 185
	Page 186
	Page 187
	Page 188
	Page 189
	Page 190
	Page 191
	Page 192
	Page 193
	Page 194
	Page 195
	Page 196
	Page 197
	Page 198
	Page 199
	Page 200
	Page 201
	Page 202
	Page 203
	Page 204
	Page 205
	Page 206
	Page 207
	Page 208
	Page 209
	Page 210
	Page 211
	Page 212
	Page 213
	Page 214
	Page 215
	Page 216
	Page 217
	Page 218
	Page 219
	Page 220
	Page 221
	Page 222
	Page 223
	Page 224
	Page 225
	Page 226
	Page 227
	Page 228
	Page 229
	Page 230
	Page 231
	Page 232
	Page 233
	Page 234
	Page 235
	Page 236
	Page 237
	Page 238
	Page 239
	Page 240
	Page 241
	Page 242
	Page 243

	Section VI.
	Page 244
	Page 245
	Page 246
	Page 247
	Page 248
	Page 249
	Page 250
	Page 251
	Page 252
	Page 253
	Page 254
	Page 255
	Page 256
	Page 257
	Page 258
	Page 259
	Page 260
	Page 261
	Page 262
	Page 263
	Page 264
	Page 265
	Page 266
	Page 267
	Page 268
	Page 269
	Page 270
	Page 271
	Page 272
	Page 273
	Page 274
	Page 275
	Page 276
	Page 277
	Page 278
	Page 279
	Page 280
	Page 281
	Page 282
	Page 283
	Page 284
	Page 285
	Page 286
	Page 287
	Page 288
	Page 289
	Page 290
	Page 291
	Page 292
	Page 293
	Page 294
	Page 295
	Page 296
	Page 297
	Page 298
	Page 299
	Page 300
	Page 301
	Page 302
	Page 303
	Page 304
	Page 305
	Page 306
	Page 307
	Page 308
	Page 309
	Page 310
	Page 311
	Page 312
	Page 313
	Page 314
	Page 315
	Page 316
	Page 317
	Page 318
	Page 319
	Page 320
	Page 321
	Page 322
	Page 323
	Page 324
	Page 325
	Page 326
	Page 327
	Page 328
	Page 329
	Page 330
	Page 331
	Page 332
	Page 333
	Page 334
	Page 335
	Page 336
	Page 337
	Page 338
	Page 339
	Page 340
	Page 341
	Page 342
	Page 343
	Page 344
	Page 345
	Page 346
	Page 347
	Page 348
	Page 349
	Page 350
	Page 351
	Page 352
	Page 353
	Page 354
	Page 355
	Page 356
	Page 357
	Page 358
	Page 359
	Page 360
	Page 361
	Page 362
	Page 363
	Page 364
	Page 365
	Page 366
	Page 367
	Page 368
	Page 369
	Page 370
	Page 371
	Page 372
	Page 373
	Page 374
	Page 375
	Page 376
	Page 377
	Page 378
	Page 379
	Page 380
	Page 381
	Page 382
	Page 383
	Page 384

	Section VII.
	Page 385
	Page 386
	Page 387
	Page 388
	Page 389
	Page 390
	Page 391
	Page 392
	Page 393
	Page 394
	Page 395
	Page 396
	Page 397
	Page 398
	Page 399
	Page 400
	Page 401
	Page 402
	Page 403
	Page 404
	Page 405
	Page 406
	Page 407
	Page 408
	Page 409
	Page 410
	Page 411
	Page 412
	Page 413
	Page 414
	Page 415
	Page 416
	Page 417
	Page 418
	Page 419
	Page 420
	Page 421
	Page 422
	Page 423
	Page 424
	Page 425
	Page 426
	Page 427
	Page 428
	Page 429
	Page 430
	Page 431
	Page 432
	Page 433
	Page 434
	Page 435
	Page 436
	Page 437
	Page 438
	Page 439
	Page 440
	Page 441
	Page 442
	Page 443
	Page 444
	Page 445
	Page 446
	Page 447
	Page 448
	Page 449
	Page 450
	Page 451
	Page 452
	Page 453
	Page 454
	Page 455
	Page 456
	Page 457
	Page 458
	Page 459
	Page 460
	Page 461
	Page 462
	Page 463
	Page 464
	Page 465
	Page 466
	Page 467


	Back Matter
	Appendix
	Page 468
	Page 469
	Page 470
	Page 471
	Page 472
	Page 473
	Page 474
	Page 475
	Page 476
	Page 477
	Page 478

	Page 479
	Page 480
	Page 481
	Page 482
	Page 483
	Page 484
	Page 485
	Page 486
	Page 487
	Page 488
	Page 
	Page 

	Cover


