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CHAPTER ONE

AN INTRODUCTION

In Aprii of 1923, Carl Sauver tendered his resignation
as "Protfessor of Geographv" at the University of Michigan and
accepted an appointment as the new Chairman of the Department
of Geagraphy at the Berkeley campus of the University of
California. Making the move from Ann Arbor to Berkelev
required a great deal aof thought for the thirty—-three vear
nld Eauer. The University of Michigan was a well-established
imstitution and the American Midwest had alwavys been the
heartland of academic geography in Morth America (Bushong,
1981: James and Martin, 1981% Rugg, 1981). Conversely, the
University of California was a less—-established enterpricse on
the virtual fringe of American intellectual circles: prior to
1923, the discipline of geography was practically an
insignificant entity at BRerkeley (see Dunmbar, 1981% Farsons,
1967) . Today, sixty vears later, it is a worthwhile exercise
to look back on that move and try to capture its importance
both for the field of geography in Morth America and for
Sauer’s personal achievements. As well, it i's reascnable to

ask, "Why did Sauer leave Ann Arbor for Berkeley?" He
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remained at Herkelev until his death in 1975--producing some
thirty-seven Ph.D. students and supervising an egually large
number of M.A. theses——-and the discipline of geocgraphv was
never the same since his move west in 1923.

One fruit of Sauer®s trek westward was the eventual
establishment of what is today called the "Berkeley School of
Geography". Emphasizing a cultural, historical, empiraical,
gualitative, landscape-focused approach to the interpretation
of geocgraphic phenomena, the Berkelev School of Geography is
distinctive amongst institutionalized perspectives in North
America (Hrookfield, 19&64:%i Dickinson, 193%2% Duncan, 19803
Harvey, 19589%7 James and Martin, 1981¢ Johnston, 19793
Farsons, 19685 Speth, 1972). Taking bistorv and material
culture as givens for the studvy of human geagraphy, Sauer
created a "brand" of gengraphy guite different from any other
geagraphy practiced on this continent. And, although Sauer
is typicallv cited as the guiding force behind North American
cultuwral-historical geography. it is striking that his
approach found little or no accommodation ocutside of the west
coast of the United States. Numerous writers, unftamiliar
with Sauer’s pre—Rerkeley intellectual evolution, have thus
attributed his emphasis on culture history to his contacts at
Berkeley (Duncan, 19803 Jacksaon, 19805 Williams, 1983;:
Entrikin, 1984), but I contend that this represents an

explanation far too simplistic when one looks beyond the



A

Berkeley milieu.
Purpose

The purpose of this thesis is to elucidate the
origins of the BRerkeley School of Geography by focusing on
the pre-Berkeley and early—Rerkeley intellectual development
of Sauer. We shall trace the genesis and foundations of this
schacl with particular emphasis on Carl Ortwin Sauer whao was
singularly responsible for its development. It should be
noted at the outset that this is not a chronclogical study in
the approach to gecgraphv taken by Sauer or his students.
What we especially wish to discover is the early intellectual
development of an individual and his subsequent influence in
creating a school of thought—-—i.e., Sauer’s pre—-Rerkeley
intellectual and social milieux and the ways in which these
milieurx are evident in his approach to human geography.
Whereas the focus is on Sauer, this is so only insofar as it
explicates his intellectual develaopment and his later
contributions to both the shaping of a department of
geography and the subfield of historical gecgraphy. The
cancern is no¢ to ask, "Why did the HBerkeley School
develop?" as the answer to that question is clear:!: Sauer
alone was responsible. Instead, the aim is to answer the
more interesting question: "Why did the Berkeley
approach——viz., Sauer’s view of the discipliné——possess the

distinctive characteristics for which it is known today?" In



other words. why did Sauer’s view of geography deviate from
the “mainstream” and in what ways did it in fact differ? The
contention throughout thig thesis is this: Sauer was wholly
responsible for the birth and growth of the Herkeley School
of Geographyst his perspective on what constituted the
purview of gecgraphy defined the parameters of his approach:i
thus, his intellectual development must be examined i1n order
tao account far his particular definition of the discipline
and the consequent makeup of the Berkeley Schooel.
Scope of Thesis

Admittedly, there is no intention here of writing
Sauver®s biography. Less ambitiowus, the concern is to show
why Sauer came to define geography in the manner he did and
where his ideas emanated from. Bv doing so, we hope to
demonstrate why the Berkeley School took on the
characteristics associrated with it todav, that human
geagraphy and cultural-historical geography, as defined bv
Sauer, were svnonvmous, and that his understanding of
geography can be traced to particular milieux in his
pre-Berkelev development., most notablv his hometown of
Warrenton, Missowi. This is a studv in the history of
1deas, not a biographical account of Sauvers life.
Biographical material is of course included, but solely to
lend meaning to the Berkeley Schocl’s/Sauer®s perspective an

the underlying mode aof explanation in geocgraphy.



There is no puwpose in detailing Sauer™s full
intellectual development in the context of this dissertation.
Sauer moved to RBerkeley in 1927 a few months before his
thirty—-fourth birthdav. By the end of his first decade at
Rerkeley his stamp aon the department had been made {(Speth,
199i), and most scholars familiar with his work will
reterence his "gquickly written" (Spencer, 1974, p. 26!
"Morphology of Landscape" {(Sauer, 19235) as a pivotal point in
North American academ:c geography (e.g.. James and Mather,
1277, pp. 447-448 and 456-457; Hart, 1983, p. 1133 James and
Martin, 1981, especially pp. 3I20-324). Hence it is not
necessary to go bevond these first few years in this study.
Furthermore, others have indicated how these early years were
the decisive ones for shaping the department (see,
particularly, Speth, 1981). From the early-1930s cnward, the
tenor of the theses and dissertations coming out of the
Berkeley Geography Department changed very little
(Brookfield, 1964).

One could, of course, argue forever about the minute
differences between the theses of Sauer’s earliest students
and those of his last students—-—some denvying that a Rerkeley -
School exists (Spencer, 1981)--but it is evident, and indeed
well documented, that a school of thought Qnique to North
American geography, a schoal immersed in historical and

cul tural modes of explanation, and a schoal that



unquestionably rests on the intellectual shoulders of Carl
Sauver, was established at Berkeley. That fact may be taken
as a given (Gade, 19763 Parsons, 1968). What is5s open to
debate, however, is Sauer’s intellectual makeup prior to his
arrival 1n California, especially his childhood and
undergraduate experiences in Warrenton of which virtually
nothing is known. This thesis will investigate that early
period in an attempt to provide a sharper understanding of
the origin of Sauer’s ideas and to unravel the mvsticism
surrounding Sauer’s definition of geography upon his arrival
at Berkeley. Accordingly, the focus will be on the pericds
covering his childhood thoughts and world view, his
undergraduate experiences, his graduate school days at
Morthwestern University and at the University of Chicago, his
seven years of teaching at the University of Michigan, the
first years of his tenure at Berkeley, and all relevant
aspects of his intellectual contacts in between those years
{see Thesis OQrganization below). In short, the thesis is a
study in Sauer’s pre-Berkeley and early-Berkeley intellectual
development as a prelude to his mare fully developed
thoughts, and his concomitant role in the forging of a
department and a distinctive interpretation of the field.
Framework and Theoretical Perspective

fhis study falls broadly within the éeneral rubric of

"intellectual history”. Intellectual history is at once a
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very general term denocting the studv of ideas and their
context, while it 18 also a specific subfield of history. BHy
eltther definition, the subject matter and the method of
analvsis are stmilar:? both explore the development and

craative nuances of the individual 1n =ocial and intellectual

In 1ts widest sense, intellectual history mav be
zald to have as 1ts subject matter whatever record
te left cf the activities af the human mina. Its
most 1mportant and most availlable materials are the
products aof philaosophers, artists, writers,
scirentists, recorded 1tn their works and 1n the
zpeciral histories of specific
disciplines-—philosephy, literature, religion, the
zsciences, the arts (Brinton., 19468, pp. 4462-463).
In this thesis, however, the plan 12 to buirld on the
theoretical perspective developed by professional
histortans,! of which there has been a surge of
contributions 1n recent decades (Skinner, 1249% Krieger.
19793 Baumer, 15497 Higham, 19545 White, 19693 Conkin, 19773
Gilbert, 12713 Skotheim, 196467 Holborn, 126887 Ekirch, 19733
Higham, 19813 Higham and Conkin, 1279). Traditiaonally, a
fair amount of work in intellectual histary was somewhat
wnrelated and disparate. Higham has written that as late as
the sarly—-1970s, the subfield "had no organized structure”
{Higham, 1979, p. xi1v), whereas today it has developed into a
highly respected endeavor (Conkin, 1979).

Intellectual history examines individuals in their

immediate social and intellectual contexts. It seeks to



understand the micro—-level 1nfluences on individuals, as
distinct from scocietal/cultural influences alaone {(Wood,
1979 . The focus is on the creative individual, but the
result i=s not biographical. While biography 1s an important
part of intellectual history-—-and indeed the past generation
of intellectual historians paid a lot of attentien to
individuals rather than groups and cultures, and thus their
finished products reflected biography {(Higham., 1979, p. xviis
Higham, et al., 1965, pp. 204-211)--today intellectual 1s
distinguished frem biography in its close attention to
multiple levels of influence at both the social and personal
scales of an individual’s life. In essence, 1t is a
re-enactment of an individual’s life-stream in an attempt to
pinpoint whvy he or she made critical decisions ar adopted
particular viewpoints. "The end product of research in
intellectual historv...should be a narrative that not only
tells what happenred and how it happened but makes it happen
again for the reader”" {(Greene, 1981, pp. 17-18).
Intellectual history in North America? is
akin to social history., but the two differ significantlvwv.
The single most cbviogus difference, perhaps. is the focus on
the individual and not on the group or social
consciousness.® The group context is noted by
intellectual historians but the emphasis is on the unique

member of the group: the one who conforms to a deqgree and



9
then steps outside of the expected course in some manner. As
Veysey notes, American intellectual history is probably best
described as a special type of social history:

Mast of the time, even in tntellectual histery, one
15 dealing with social aggregates. One is trying to
explain change or failure to change within some
collectivities., Is there anvthing special about the
kinds of social aggregates the intellectual
histarian studies? Some would in fact define
intellectual history on this basis, as the history
af thaose small groups of people who, in modern
parlance, we term "intellectuals". The virtue of
this definition is that it provides a
clear—-cut...role for intellectual history within
the overall context of social history....[lsuch a
definittionl may in fact free the histoprian to
pursue, without guilt or restraint, the most arcane
thought praocesses of exceptional individuals
(Veysey, 1979. p.9).

According to Veyesey, American intellectual history is social
history emphasizing intellectual periacds of change or
continuity, as exemplified by individual experience {(Veysey,
1979, p. 73 alsoc see Stout, 1980, p. 2TB). Social historians
emphasize trends and general currents of thought, whereas
intellectual historians loock for those cases where the
individual removes himself from the mainstream and hums a
somewhat unigue tune. Vevsey summarizes this basic
distinction:
Social history partrays a deeply segmented society,
split by race, sex, and social class. Intellectual
history either suggests a single culture or dwells
on subworlds within the Frotestant and Jewish
elites. Social history dwells upoen blacks,
immigrants, women, the poor, New Yorkers,
Pennsylvanians, Marvylanders. Intellectual history

emphasizes ministers, lawyers, radicals, writers,
professors, New Englanders, a few whites from the
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deep South., and {by an odd guirk) the more
articulate politicrans. For sccial historians the
central i1nstitution of the past centuwry is the
factorys +or intellectual historians, the
university. Social history., finally, studlies census
returns and ci1ty directories, sources that offer
representative evidence about populations.
Intellectual history unashamedlvy studies some of
the most unrepresentative evidence conce:vable
Neveey, 1779, pp. &7 .

Thus an intellectual historian will approach change from the
micre—-level (the realm of the personal, the subjective), and
gearch out the unigque. the renegade, the non-conformist. The
task of the i1ntellectual historian 13 to account faor this
"dewviant” behavior, in contrast to the more ‘Ypredictable”
behavior identiftied by the sacial historian and other =social
scientists.

The intellectual historian dces not, however., ignore
the research of his more socially-minded colleagues. He
actuallv goes a =tep bevond their findings and uses their
regearch to weigh his subject™s actions against. The
intellectual historian must see life from two very different
levelsg: the scale of societal determinism on the one hand
and of personal initiative on the octher. His gocal, then, is
to strike a balance between both levels of analysis. To
quote Wood at length on this point:

What is permissible intellectually or culturally
aftfects what is permissible socially ar
politically. In this way ideas affect behavior.
Therefore. even 1if we want to write a fully
satisfying intellectual history of only a few

events occurring over a brief periocd of time, we
will have to know what structures of conventions
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xisted., what choices of i1deas were availlable to
the histoarical participants. 1n order to know why
thev selected and used those they did. In the end
this means understanding the larger cultural waorld,
the system of values and conventions., in which the
hiztorical actores lived....lhowever,l At this
larger scale of intellectual life there 15 no
possibility of ouwr writting about 1ndividual
intantion and conscious will....From this broadened
and distant cultural perspective 1ndividuals no
longer seem az +free as thev did cleose up. Thev ne
1onger use i1deas but are used by them, and they are
forced to deal with the i1nherited collective
culture on 1ts terms....I[f we are to write fully
satisfyving 1ntellectual historv we will need a kind
of toom lens that will enable us to move easily
back and forth from the small. close-up world of
untgue events and individual wvolition where men trv
to use 1deas for therr own particular purposes to
the larger aggregates and deterministic world of
cultural conventione and collective mentalities
where ideas control men....0nly by being able and
willing to mave between these two worlds...carn the
histaorianm write an intellectual history that wtll
zsatisfy both his humanistic instincts and the
demands of sccial science (Wood, 1979, pg. 35-I8).

This dual approcach to understanding change 13 similar to
Buttimer’ s recent plea for a history of geography that
recognires an objiective, Rechnendes Denhen stvle of
thought, and the maore subjective, Resinnliches

Nachadenhen pattern of thinking alongside one anocther
{Buttimer, 1981, pp. 83-84). Her aim 1s to fuse these two
perspectives where aone complements the other in a clear
attempt to understand specific decisions in the history of
geographic thought. "It i=s in this context that one could
argue for a closer look at the unigue personél evperiences of
particul ar geographers: how they were influenced, how they

ingpired others, what fresh insights they brought to the
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field as a whole" (Buttimer, 1981, p. 84). Her premise, and
the raison d &tre behind intellectual history, is
"a strongly felt need to explore the reflective and personal
dimensions of thought as well as its analvtical and empirical
ones" {Buttimer, 1981, p. 82). In this thesig, Sauver’ s world
vigw and approach to human/historical gecgraphy will
represent the micro—level scalei "mainstream” North American
human and historical geography shall serve as the macro—-scale
comparative agent.

Sources

In addition to Sauver’s published writings, this
thesis will utilize a large variety of primarv souwrces.
Sauer’®s protfessional correspondence-—gathered together and
housed as the Sauer Fapers at the Bancroft Library, the
University of California, Berkeley (hereafter S.P.) (see
Kenzer, 1988c)-—is examined for insights into his early
intellectual development. As well, archival materials from
other professionals who corresponded with Sauer are examined
for their respective contributions. The archives of
professional geography associations have been consulted, as
have the archives and special collections of each university
with which Sauer was affiliated (see Thesis Organization
below). An extremely important source of information for
this research is the private correspondence between Sauer,

his wife, his parents, and his close friends and relatives.



This material resides with S5auer’®s daughter in Berkeley,
California. I have been given full access to these letters
and I will rely on them to a fair degree (particularly for
the period 1908-1914) to supplement the more readily
accesible secondary source materials.

A point emphasized throughout this thesis i1s that
primary documents offer nonpareil insight into Sauer’s
changing thoughts and ideas. 0One can read his public works
and gain a good sense of what he was doing and thinking and
how hie ideas changed through time. But it is through an
examination aof these private, primary data sources that we
can more fully understand why his ideas changed and what
the approximate sccial context was when those new ideas
achieved fruition. I1f the published warks represent the
body of Sauver’s ideas, then the thoughts convevyed in the
primary source materials should be treated as the bady’s
soul. They give purpose and meaning to the printed
record.

Data Analysis

Thig dissertation will be entirely gualitative in
naturei: no statistical or guantitative methods are utilized
in this thesis. History and things historical can only be
glimpsed, fraction by fractioni they cannot be viewed in
their entirety nor can they ever be completely perceived as

they were seen by the individuals contemporary with their
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happening. As such, I subscribe to the notion that we can
only understand things from the past. never being
completely able to evplain them {(see Cantor and
Schretder, 1967, p. 29'. Therefore, 1 approach data and
tnvestigations of an historical nature from a gualitative
point of visw. I realice the wvalidity of statisticse and
gquantification when desxling with samples and representative
crosse—-sections of a population (see Babbie., 1979), but I do
not use samples and 1 do not 1nternd tao suggest that this
thesi1=s will be directly applicable to other persons for other
times and places.

While there are no straightforward rules respecting
the selectrion and i1nterpretation of personal correspondence,
there 1s certainlvy strong agreement on the importance and
potential of primary data. Indeaed, it 12 difficult to find
obiections to the use of this form of itnsight since 1t i =0
popular in biographie=s, intellectual histories, and kindred
works, MNMevins, the celehrated American historian, savs that
private documents of this nature., in conjunction with books
and public archiwval sources, combine to form the "triple
base" of "modern histaorical research” (Nevins, 1963, p. 120,
Similarly, Brooks advocates the use af such primary materials
when writing any sort of historical narrative as "Private

correspondence or memaire can enrich it (the ‘historical

narrativel with the flesh of per=zonal feeling, opinion, or
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interpretation” (Brooks, 1269, p. 2). So too have social
scientists spoken out in favor of such materials, calling
attention to the added dimensions this form of personal data
contributes:

These materials provide insights into the private
lives of people., their interpretations of events,
angd their descriptions of experiences. Used in
conjunction with other materials, private sources
can praovide vivid descriptions of the euperiences
of people (Li, 1981, p. 110),
To this final point of Lis I tend to agree: Personal
correspondence, if ever to be used in a manner more
profitable than a "life and letters" approach, must be
combined with other materials. I see these letters as
augmentative forms of insight, not as the basis of an entire
work in intellectual history. But I also agree with Sellti:z
that, 1in realitv, the "traditional” forms of data are no
better or worse than personal documentsi thev should be used
in conjunction with one another because both provide
complementary forms of insight:
By and large, the rationale for the use of personal
documents is similar to that for the use of
observational techniques. What the latter may
achieve for overt behavior, the former can do for
inner experience! to reveal to the social
scientist li1fe as 1t is lived without i1nterference
of research (Selltiz, et al., 19359, p. 3I25).
Although researchers seem to disagree on specific
"rules" for interpreting private correspondence, most are

confident that thevy cannot be used haphazardly and that some

form of caution needs to be kept in mind at all times. A
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first concern is that the letters are actually personal
documents and neot written for public viewing. Selltaiz
suggests three internal criteria to determine whether one., in
fact, 13 dealing with perscnal documents even before
exanining thelr contents. He asks, are thev:

cee 1) wrrttten documentsit (2) documents that have
been produced on the writer®s ocwn i1nitiative or, 14
mot, 1 such a wav that their introspective content
has been determined entirely bv the author: and (3}
documents that focus on the author’'s personal
experiences (Selltiz, et al.. 1959, pp. I2T-3243%
also see Cantor and Schneirder, 1967, pp. 32-343% and
Mevins, 1963, pp. 209-2E%) .

Meanwhile., Shipmarn has recentlv proposed criteria of an
axternal nature:

-authe first problem for the historian [1sl the
establishment of the authenticitv of the document.
Second, i+ the document i1s reliable, the
credibility af the evidence 1n it has to be
determinred. The historian adopts the attitude of
the lawver towards evidence, questioning the
ultimate source of the evidence,., the abilitv and
hanesty of the witness and the accuracy with which
he hae been reported in the deocument. Finallwv he
looks for corroboration by i1ndependent =sources.
Third, the historian has to assess the relevance of
the information. It 18 uzeful historically onlv 1f
it relates to octher histary rather than standing as
an isclated incident, however interesting (Shipman,

-r

1981, p. 12057 also see Bottschalk, 1945, pp. 3-75).
One doubts that the intellectual historian could agree mare
with this point. 0One area where i1ntellectual historv can be
distinguished from biography is the intellectual historian’s
search for order and continuity. He or she may be

researching an atypical individual, but their respective

goals are to make sense gf that particular individual’®s
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chronological intellectual development:i the goeal is not to
recall peculiar bits of trivia nor to write anecdotal history
which is an unfortunate characteristic of much biography
(Freeman and kKrantz, 1980).

In many instances the critical researcher is asked
not to apply rigorous tests of validity or criteria of
interpretation to personal documents such as correspondence,
but rather to use plain common sense. Along these lines,
Garraghan indicates:

Letters of a private, confidential character, such
as were not meant for publication, are assumed to
be more reliable in their contents than letters
written with a view to publication. The assumption
is carrect on the whole, and is often borne cut by
the eventual publication of letters originally
contidential (Garraghan, 1946, p. 251).
Similarly, Li is optimistic about the use of such primary
data believing that "these materials are originally written
for the authors themselves or for a restricted audience.
Writers would therefore tend to be very ocpen in expressing
their views in diaries or letters"” (Li, 1981, p. 111).

In the use of personal correspondence {(and kindred
data), there are two overriding factors which must be kept in
mind: context and continuity. Letters were not written in a
vacuum, and they are truly important only when understood
within their particular context or milieu. This introduces

the important fact that all documents, whether private or

public, were produced for some specific purpese. To



18
understand the context of that purpose is what i1s most
essential for this sort of study:

Each written document may be presumed to have been

created for a purpose——to effect a transaction, to

convey information, or to set down a record for the

future. This purpose usually has a bearing on its

meaning to the research user (Brooks, 1969, p. 11).
Moreover, it is equally as important to establish some sort
of continpuity. Anecdotal comments, passing remarks, and
isolated statements of fact are a1l but useless without some
sense of consistency tao those statements. To use
correspondence properly, one must read all the documents
in order to identify a pattern of thought. Even remarks of a
retrospective nature indicate a set of persaonal beliets and
ought not be regarded as sacrosanct, without some degree of
consonance. Correspondence and other personal documents
should be viewed relative to their original context and with
respect to their internal consistency.
Thesis Organization

Bevond this intraductory chapter, there will be six

chapters, each highlighting a different aspect of Sauer’s
pre—-Herkelev and earlv—-Berkeley intellectual growth: his
contacts, his social milieux, the things he was reading and
thinking about at various points in time, his “unconscious”
influences, and those numerous, intangible factors which all

joined together from a variety of sources to account for

Sauer’s distinctive understanding and explanation of human
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geagraphy. The emphasis will be on those background
components that fused to make up his world view-—his persaonal
Weltanschauung——in order to account for a geography
steeped in culture history and historical methodology.
Chapter Twa will juxtapose Sauer®s "brand" of
human/historical geagraphy. for the period circa 1900-19230,
with the so-called "mainstream” of North American human
geocgraphy during this same periocd. This thirty-vyear blaock of
time includes the fifteen years immediately preceding Sauer’s
first publication and terminates with the final period
covered in this thesis--viz., the publication of his seminal
"morphology” article (192%) and a second related paper
(Sauer, 19227b). This chapter closely compares Sauer’s
micro—-level view of explanation in geography with the wider,
macro—-level view of the discipline in general. Here we
examine "The Morphclogy of Landscape" in some detail. By
doing so, we are firstly capturing Sauer®s evolving world
view as distinct from the "norm” (vis—a-vis human
geoqraphy), and secondly we are focusing on the gradual
development of the Berkeley School of Geography.

Chapters Three through Six are chronoclogical forays
into the changing social and intellectual milieux surrounding
Sauer®s pre-Berkeley and early-Berkeley life, examining one
man’s continuing endeavor of self-discovery dnd personal

growth. The picture painted will at once familiarize the
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reader with the general settings or backdrops in which Sauer
found himself, while simultaneously showing the peculiar way
in which Sauer, as an individual, as a creative,
subjectivel v-motivated German-American. used those social and
intellectual backdrops as a means for discovering and
augmenting his own definition of gecgraphy. Chapter Three
will provide the background into which the young Sauer was
born—-—his BGerman—American heritage in turn—-of-the-century
Missouri. We shall trv to delineate the sorts of general
influences one might discover in frontier Missouri during
this period, but especially the frontier of this deeply
German—American milieu. Finally, we will briefly identify
some of the kev elements which may have come together to make
what might be called the typical German—American, but
particularly the German—-American who, like Sauer, was born in
Warren County, Missouri in 1889,

Chapter Four is a widely—-focused look at Warrenton,
Missouwri-—Sauer’®s birthplace and home of Central Weslevan
College (C.W.C.), his undergraduate alma mater——and a
look at what life may have been like in Warrenton between
1889 and 1908, the vear Sauer graduated from Central Weslevan
and left Missouri for Evanston, Illincis and graduate school
at MNorthwestern University. This chapter shall explore the
makings of a German—-American college education and the

distinctive attitude towards learning at C.W.C. The chapter



represents a "contextual approach" {(e.g., Berdoulay, 1981)
and is consequently broad and somewhat general in nature.
Chapter Five, on the other hand, is a more in-depth
examination of the Central Wesleyan intellectual envirconment,
with special reference to those individuals most influential
in Sauer® s undergraduate education. Here we shall examine
the tvpe of praogram Sauer waz reqguired to take at Central
Weslevan, and suggest how this training might be evidenced in
hie later writinge and definition of geography. In contrast
to the more general material provided in the fourth chapter,
this chapter looks at the details and the specifics of
Sauer’s experiences,

The penultimate chapter is an averview of Sauer’™s
intellectual e:periences between 1908 and 1925, the year he
publicshed the "morphology" essay. Here we shall briefly
highlight the key aspects of each milieu he encountered
during this pericd-—i.e., his year of graduate study at
Northwestern University, his term as a Fh.D. student at the
University of Chicago, a year of substitute teaching at Salem
Normal School, his seven vears of teaching at the University
of Michigan (19146-19223), and the initial years of his
relationship with the Berkeley campus——in a retrospective
attempt to show that Sauer never lost sight of tﬁe world view
he formed in Warrenton. Although it is argued that the

Warrenton milieu was decidedly the mast significant period of
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his early intellectual development (and the most important
periaod af his life when trving to interpret his 1925
publication on morphological change), the intervening period
11908-1925) is worthy of investigation as well. In
particular, an overview of this period is desirable to
illustrate the most conspicuous and important ideas he
gleaned from these milieux, or, conversly, his reactions
against these milieux. The focus on this period will also
indicate the strong degree of continuity that exists in
Sauer®s published writings prior to and leading up to the
penning of the "morpheology”.

The seventh chapter of the thesis canstitutes a
review and a conclusicon of the main points discussed in the
first =six chapters. It will tie all the "loose ends"
together and likewlise summarize the overarching points made
in the body of the thesis!: the genesise of cultural
historical geography in North America--viz., the rise of the
Berkelev School of (Historical) Geography-—as engendered and
fostered by Carl 0. Sauer, andi the distinctive social and
intellectual milieux in Sauver®s pre-Berkeley and
earlyv—bBerkelev life which were responsible for his approach
to and mode of explanation in human geography. Areas of
further research and possible applications of this thesis in

kindred endeavors will also be indicated.
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CHAPTER ONE NOTES

Felated endeavors by non—-historians include "the history
of ideas", "the history of science", "prosopography”", and,
to a lesser extent, "the sociology of knowledge". The
boundaries between these related approaches are
transitory, and thus 1 make no distinction between
intellectual historv and these kindred disciplines in this
thesis. For the interested reader, I suggest the
following sources! Adler, 1957% Berger and Luckmann,
19805 Cohen, 1977% Dawe, 1973% Elias, 197lai Elias, 1971b3
Hall, 1969: Hamilton, 1974% bHristeller, 1946% Kuhn, 19683
Kuhn, 1971% Lovejoy, 1940%7 Fyenson, 1977:% Shapin and
Thackray, 1974% Stark, 1958Bi Stone, 1971:i Wiener., 19613

Wolff 19&67.

I am specifically limiting my framework to Narth American
intellectual historv. Intellectual historv on this
continent is significantly different from its European
counterpart. To explain the differences, however, would
require a lengthv, separate essay. The concerned reader

might wish to see Iggers, 1984, and LaCapra and kKaplan,



24

1982 (also see Note Three below).

I should explain that "intellectual history" is a brocad
undertaking, resulting in studies which may, on the
surface, look quite disparate. UWithin this subfield, one
will find works focused specificallvy on the individual
(2.g., Manuel, 19637 Clive, 19731 Krieger, 19773 Wilson,
12723 Wade, 19469% Drake, 19787 Stansfield, 1984), while
other 1ntellectual historians will, instead, arque that
society and the sociceconomic "structure" take precedence
over the lives of individual decision makers {e.g.,
Thompson, 196337 Barzun, 19563% Seigel, 1978). The end
products of these two "intellectual histories"” are, of
course, very different, almost contradictory at times. In
fact, in a recent review, Darnton, trving to delineate
current trends and future prospects of this sub-field,
remarked that "Unfortunately...intellectual history is not
a whole....Its practitioners share no sense of common
subjects, methods, and conceptual strategies” (1980, p.
337). In the present study, I have opted for a
biographical approach, with an understanding that an
alternative tradition would explain Sauer’s intellectual
development in decidedly different terms. While Arthur
Lovejoy, the recognized "father"” of American intellectuaf
histary chose (for his own work) to examine the rise and

evolution of ideas through time (Lovejoy, 1936), he was
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never entirely specific on what a proper study within this
genre should look like. To quote from the introduction to
his well known, seminal essay, one finds ample
justification for directing attention on an individual’s
intellectual development, as well as on ideas alone.
According to lovejoy, the correct study-—indeed, '"the
eventual task"—-—of intellectual history leads us:

«.-to understand how pew beliefs and
intellectual fashions are introduced and diffused,
to help to elucidate the psychological character of
the processes by which changes in the vogue and
influence of ideas have come about: to make clear,
if possible, how conceptions dominant, or
extensively prevalent, in one generation lose their
hold upon men’s minds and give place to others
lemphasis in originall (Lovejoy, 1936, p. 20).
Thus. Lovejovy’s definition would obviously include the
influence of original thinkers. In this essay the focus is
on Carl Sauer to accomplish precisely the objective Lovejoy
articulates. Sauer was whollv responsible for the formation
of the Berkeley School of Geographvs he was also responsible
for much of geographv’s post—-1925 orientation in North
America. A=s such, there appears to be plentiful reasans for
examining Sauer’s intellectual growth. At the same time,
methodology is never carved in stone. As Greene reminds us,
"mo single approach to the study of the history of ideas is
sufficient in itself. Tastes vary, problems vary, and every

individual makes his contribution in his own way" (Greene,

1981, p. 20§ also see Sills, 1968, pp. 466—467F Krieger,



1979, p. 109). Lastly, a biographical approach is also in
keeping with the recent trend within North American
intellectual history. North American intellectual historians
seem to be placing greater emphasis on individual
personalities, whereas European practitioners are directing
their attention to mentalités. eprstermwes, and

long—-term, socio-historic backdrops, often in search of a

collective social consciocusness (see Darnton, 1980).



CHAPTER TWO

CARL SAUER AND NORTH AMERICAN ACADEMIC GEOGRAPHY

1900-1930

Introduction

That Sauer’®s "brand" of geography was distinctive by
North American standards, is made all the more evident when
we examine it in detail, relative to what other practitioners
were doing at the same time., This chapter juxtaposes Sauer®s
early approach to explanation in human/historical geography,
with the so—-called "mainstream" approach, as identified by
others concerned with the history and philosophy of North
American human geographv. By focusing on two of the most
influential American geographers of the earlyv twentieth
century—-—William Morris Davis and Ellen Churchill Semple——an
account is presented of what most professional geagraphers
were doing between the turn of the century and the
early—-1930s, followed by an attempt to capture the flavor and
epistemplogical undertones of Sauer®s brand of geography
during this same period. The purpose is to give the reader a
"feel" for the general approach to geography at the time, and

to show that in Sauer®s writings there is a significant



28
departure from the "norm", i1ncluding a very high degree of
consiétency in his published works and not the pronounced
change or "paradigm shift" (noted by some) once he arrived at
Berkeley (see Kenzer, 19835a). Though not all of his early
writings fall within the scope of "human® geography, we shall
see that even his decidedly "physical" papers were not
without reference to man as a viable agent in terrestrial
atfairs.

North American Geography, 1900-1920

At the turn of the present century, geography in
Morth America was, for the most part, a physically-based
discipline. It was primarily concerned with the physical
world and the discovery of physical processes on the earth’s
suwrface. Man was of only slight concern. In contrast to the
condition in maost of Euwope where the discipline was alreadv
a well-established component of the educational curricula
(e.g.., "Geography in the University'", 1219), geography on
this side of the Atlantic traces its roots to geology and to
the numerous field surveys of the late—-nineteenth century
(James and Martin, 1981:% Spencer, 1974, p. 23). Most
practitioners considered themselves physiographers (Pfeifer,
1938), rot geographers as the term is currently
understood. Fhysiography was essentially nature description,
which paid little or no attention to people (see James and

Martin, 1981, pp. 290-291). An interest in human activity,



in 1900, was virtually absent (see below).

Much of this physically-based gecgraphv, or
physiography, was heavily influenced by Darwinian notions of
explanation (Stoddart, 1%66) and, even the small amount of
research that was concerned with human activity or agency,
must be seen in light of Darwin®s impact on the entire social
scene (Herbst, 1961).' While it is generally
understood that "Even in their most extreme
statement...[Darwinian principlesl never came to dominate
geographical thinking® {(Stoddart, 1966, p. 697), it is
commonly accepted that the two most influential figures af
earlv-twentieth—-century geographv in North America--William
Morris Davis and Ellen Churchill Semple—-—-were ensconced in a
Darwinian world view (Stoddart, 1981, pp. 271-272). William
Morris Davis, the father of professional geography in the
United States, and Ellen Churchill Semple, who captured the
attention of all geocgraphers with her mightv pen and
loguacious writing stvle, influenced an entire generation of
geographers. Both must therefore be examined in greater
detail. Davis, a geologist qua physical geographer, and
Semple, an historian twrned human geographer, in tuwrn, helped
forge and shape a discipline during the first two decades of
this century.

William Morris Davis (1850-1934)

"The advancement of Davis and of geography are
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corncidental....For over forty years he used his acumen in
physical geography to advance the cause of acadeaic gecgraphy
as a whole in the United States” (Beckinsale, 1981, p. 110).
And so 1t was. Davis’s mark on North American geography
cannot be overestimated. From the latter years of the
nineteenth century until the second quarter of the twentieth
century, Davis’s interpretations and definitions of the
differences between geolagy and geography were preeminent in
Morth American academic geography. From his base at Harvard
University, Davis’s influence extended to virtually all
points on the continent. What he advocated was that
geagraphy—-—the inter-relationship between physiography
{natural, physical processes on the land) and ontography (the
human element), to use his terms—--should study the
association between the organic and the inorganic. The
inarganic (nature) was in control, the organic (man! was at
its mercy {(Martin, 1981). Davis™ s own research, however, was
notably on the inorganic side (Leighly, 1935) and his
consequent influence was predominantly amongst physical
geagraphers (Chorley, et al., 1973),2 though his

debt to geology was equally profound (see Johnzon, 1934).

His primary goal was to justify the existence of an
autonomous discipline called geography and his efforts were
directed toward achieving an independent, scientific status

for the emerging field (Beckinsale, 1981).% While



the jury is still out on Davis®s overall contribution, one
finds it difficult to disagree with Herbst that "American
academic geography reached its pinnacle of respect and
achievement under the leadership of William Morris Davis”
{Herbst, 1961, p. 540).

0Of greatest importance for this study was the new
paradigm Davis instituted within professional geography, to
the extent that not only his approach, but his terminclogy
and also his methods were evidenced in an entire generation
of American gecgraphers (Martin, 1281). Davis’s primary
contribution to the field was his “geographical cycle”, more
popularly known as "the cvcle of erasion’. In 1ts simplest
form, the "cycle" stipulated that landforms were produced
under certain ideal conditions, and that these landforms, in
turm, would predictablyvy change under specific, ideal
sequences. In short, landscapes were postulated as units
gxperiencing a succession of stages whereby a given landform
would enter first a "youthful" stage, followed by a "mature"”
stage, ultimately reaching a stage of "old age". Eventually,
following Davis®s logic and terminology, a landscape would
begin the segquence once again, at which point an old landform
would become "rejuvenated" and thus enter a youthful stage
for a second, third, or fourth time. Landfora units were
typically large, raised blocks of terrain which subsequently

were worn down by erosion and later uplifted again due to
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tectonic forces. It was a highly idealized, Darwinian model
{Stoddart, 19266, p. é86) that was far from non-controversial,
and it served the geographic community in two important wavys.
Firstly, it created what would ultimately become a separate
branch of the discipline--viz., geomorphology. More
importantly, however, it elevated geography®s academic status
to the level of "science”, as it provided practitioners with
a well~defined, deductive, hypothetical, testable model.
Using the minute and elaborate descriptions for the various
stages and the associated characteristics Davis attributed to
each stage, two full generations of geographers embarked upon
their fieldwork in an attempt to prove or disprove his claims
{eee James and Martin, 1981, pp. 281-292).

Davis was also responsible for the creation of the
first professional association of geographers in North
America. Due almost entirely to his tireless character, the
Asspciation of American Geographers (A.A.G.) was formed in
1904 with Davis installed as its first president (James and
Martin, 1981, pp. 292-294). He served as A.A.G. president
three times——1%904, 1903, and 1909--and on the first two
pccasions (and at many other professiaonal meetings),
delivered professorial dicta on the status and trend of
American geography (James and Martin, 1978: Colby, 1936, pp.
27-28).* These bold pronouncements of Davis’s were

characteristic of his writing in general, particularly in
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regard to his efforts to elevate geography’s status within
academic circles (see Davis, 1954, for a sample of his
writings).

American geagraphers have always been inclined to
define and redefine the gpoals and motivations of their
undertakings (see Hartshorne 1939, p. 277 [(1011). In part,
this has been a natural result of seeking scientific
recognition (Herbst, 1961). Following Davis’s lead, many
A.A.G. presidents have used the opportunitv of delivering a
presidential address to pontificate on geography®s past,
present, or futuwre course (James and Martin, 1978). In
consequence, houwever, these annual dissertations have had the
latent effect of steering the course of North American
geography toward a precccupation with selt-examination.
Cuwriously, contemporary practitioners and indeed A4.8.06.
presidents themselves recogrnized this point:

It is a peculiarity of geagraphvy to be alwavys
discussing and debating 1ts own cantent——as though
a society were to be organized tor the sole purpose
of finding out what the organization was for....The
situation is...unique [to geographyl and can
scarcely fail to be remarked by on-lookers from
other sciences, whao have no such doubts as to what
their subjects are about....It is probably
unnecessary to point out that this is purely an
American attitude. Geography of the European brand
has no such concern for its own purity or fear of
being absorbed [by other disciplinesl (Fenneman,
1919, p. 3).

Sauer once remarked that the presidential addresses of the

A.A.B. are “the mirrors and mould of geographic opinion in
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America"” (Sauer, 1925, p. 19i also quoted in Pfeifer, 1938,
p- 2) and nothing could be claser to the truth (also see
Colby, 193646, p. 18). In fact, if there is anything
specifically "Gmerican" about American geagraphy f{cf. Wright,
19646) it may be this tendency to survey the discipline at
annual gatherings, a trend initiated by Davis. James and
Martin have indicated that "the [A.A.G.] addresses in the
garly years were similar in nature to the Davisian model"
(1978, p. 53). Their terminology, content, and very nature
mirrored Davis’s first pronouncementes on the rising field of
phvsical geography. His influence on North American academic
geography and his earlyv emphasis on phyvsical processes were
bBorne out at every turn.
The Drift from Physical to Human Geography

A noteworthy featuwre of academic geography in North
America during the early decades of this century was 1its
relatively swift change from a focus on physical processes to
an emphasis on man’s relationship with his environment.
lLeighly has noted the degree to which this disciplinal change
took place, indicating that it "was scarcely if at all a
result of change in the i1nterests of the original members [of
the A.A.B.....but ratherl in the identity of the persaons who
read papers [at the annual meetingsl" (Leighly, 1935, p.
313 . By the outset of World War 1 the trend toward human

geography was already apparent, as indicated in an informal



survey of predominantly American geographers {(Roorbach,
1914).

As the Association’s membership grew, its outlook
changed to accommodate the varying backgrounds of its
members. Yet, while the spotlight moved from landforms to
man, the explanatory medium failed to change. The organic
component of the eguation (man) was still seen as decidedly
insignificant when viewed against the inorganic component
{(nature). Thus, while American geography witnessed a rapid
switch in focus, practitioners continued to rely on a former
epistemological perspective to explain the earth®s geography.
Nature was still the immutable element in the equation: man,
although now the focus of increased attention, was still
regarded as a manipulatable creature, forever at the will of
nature. To a significant degree, a large part of geography’s
past—-1900 history can be seen as a move further and further
away from its phvsically-based heritage (Mikesell, 1981),
accompanied by, at best, a maodicum of epistemological
reori1entation.

Human geography. as we think of it today, did not
exist in 1900, Even in studies where man was the overriding
center of interest, he was not looked upon as an agent of
sign:ficant geographic importance. Rather, he was considered
as vet one more variable on the earth, manipulated and

endlessly constrained by the natural environment. kKnown by



many titles but referred to todav as either "environmental
determinism™ or "environmentalism" (Kersten, 1982), this
perspective characterized geography’s early years in America
to an extent often {forgotten (James, 1954, pp. 12-13).
Briefly, enviraonmental determinism states that man is
subservient to the environment; he is a mere pawn, molded and
conditioned by the locale in which he lives. He basically
has little or no influence on his well being, as the
"natural" world controls his or her every action and,
furthermore, determines his or her racial and/or cultural
characteristics. In short, man has no say whatsoever 1in
deciding the outcome of his actions or in the day—-to—day
decision-making processes which might otherwise influence his
lite (e.g.. lewthwaite, 19646% Platt, 1948: Tatham, 1931).
Expressed slightly differently, this was "the geographer’s
version of social Darwinism” {(Herhst, 19261, p. 540}, To
illustrate this thesis in practice, one need only look at the
writings of one individual, albeit an exceedingly important
figure in the history of geographic thought: Ellen Churchill
Semple.
Ellen Churchill Semple (18463-1932)

Ellen Semple is generally regarded as the archetype
of geagraphical determinism in the United States. Her
influence was virtually ubiquitous and her name synonvmous

with a tenet now shunned by most North American
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practitioners. A prolific writer with the ability to win
converts with the sweep of her pen, Semple’s poetic—-like
verse captured the attention of twentieth century geography
from the start. 6An often—quoted but revealing passage will
illustrate her ability to entrance the reader:

Man iz a product of the earth®s surface. This
means not merely that he is a child of the earth,
dust of her dusti but that the esarth has mothered
him, fed him, set him tasks, directed his thoughts,
confronted him with difficulties that have
strengthened his body and sharpened his wits, given
him his problems of navigation or irrigation, and
at the same time whispered hints for their
solution. She has entered into his bone and tissue,
inte his mind and soul. On the mountains she has
given him leg muscles of iron to climb the slopei
along the coast she has left these weak and f1abbv,
but given him instead vigorous development of chest
and arm to handle his paddle or ocar. In the river
valley she attaches him to the fertile soil,
circumscribes his ideas and ambitions by a dull
round of calm, exacting duties, narrows his outlook
to the cramped horizon aof his farm. Up on the
wind-swept plateaus, in the boundless stretch of
the grasslands and the waterless tracts of the
desert, where he roams with his flocks from pasture
to pasture and casis to oasis, where life knows
much bhardship but escapes the grind of drudgery,
where the watching of grazing herd gives him
leiswe for contemplation, and the wide-ranging
life a big horizon, his ideas take on a certain
gigantic simplicityl religion becomes monotheism,
God becomes one, unrivalled like the sand of the
desert and the grass of the steppe, stretching on
and on without break or change. Chewing over and
over the cud of his simple belief as the one food
of hie unfed mind, his faith becomes fanaticismi
his big spacial [sicl] ideas, born of that ceaseless
regul ar wandering, outgrow the land that bhred them
and bear their legitimate fruit in wide imperial
conquests {(Semple, 1911, pp. 1-2).

Her "brand'" of human geography was not new, but it was Semple

wha introduced and disseminated it to a North American



audience. It was anthropogeography imported from Germany,
more specifically from the lectures of Friedrich Ratzel at
Leipzig. Semple traveled to Germany twice to study under
Ratzel and absorbed his words at every turn (see Sauer,
1934) ., Unfortunately, however, she borrowed only a portion
of the master’s ideas, ignoring or refusing to accept the
remainder. She failed to hear Ratzel’s complete lectures and
thus failed to understand that he was also striving to show
the effects of cultural diffusion on placel--a

concept that was later adopted and turned into "possibilism"
in the hands of the French geographers (James and Martin,
1981, p. 190)-——a notion that runs counter to the belief that
places condition local events (see Sauver, 19466, p. 70% Sauer,
19843 Dow, 1983). In the main, "She made use of Ratzel’s
ideas concerning the relationship between historical events
and the settings in which these events took place" (James, et
al., 1983, p. 3.

Semple was concerned to explain the correlation
between place and history, the relationship between
geongraphical conditions and historical event. Her position
on this issue was simple and straightforward:

The more the comparative method i applied to
the study of history——and thig includes a
comparison not only of different countries, but
also of successive epochs in the same country-—the
more apparent becomes the influence of the scil in
which humanity is rooted, the more permanent and

necessary is that influence seen to be. Geography™s
claim to make scientific investigation of the



physical conditions of historical events is then
vindicated. "Which was there first, geagraphy or
history?" asks kKant. And then comes his answer:
"Geography lies at the basis of history." The two
are inseparable. History takes for its field of
investigation human events in various periods of
time: anthropo-geography studies existence in
various regions of terrestrial space. But all
historical development takes place on the earth’s
surface, and therefore is more or less molded by
its gecgraphic setting. Geography, to reach
accurate conclusions, must compare the operation of
its factors in different historical periods and at
different stages of cultural development. It
therefore regards history in no small part as a
succession of geographical factors embodied in
events....This is the significance of Herder’'s
saving that "histery is geography set into motion.™
What is to-day a fact of geography becomes
to-morrow a factor of history (Semple, 1911, pp.
10-11).,

By postulating a direct correspondence between varying facts
of locale, Semple extended Ratzel s notions to include
"immediate causal relations between the earth’s surface and
man...Lan idea which wasl] particularly well adapted to the
conditions of the Mew World..." {Pfeifer, 1938, pp. 2-3). In
this sencse, her notions about the correlation between the
phvsical terrain and human histaory were analogous to Turner’®s
thesis about frontier settlement in the New World. In fact.
Semple’s simplistic generalizations on the relationship
between man and the land i(especially as they applied to New
World conditions) differed from Frederick Jackson Turner’s
series of recurring stages on America’s western frontier only
in terms of emphasis (see Turner, 1920).

Semple and Turner were colleagues at the University
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of Chicago and both participated in the 1907 "special session
of the American Historical Association on ‘Geography and
Higtory®™" (James, et al., 1983, p. 32% also see Billington,
1973, pp. 227-22%9). For Turner, history was a succession of
stages, each stage a product of geography (i.e., distance,
local resouwrces, transportation routes., etc.). He was a
frequent guest at geographical conferences where he often
delivered his perspective on the role geography played in
historical study (e.g., Twner, 1214). Like Turner, history
for Semple was unexplainable without reference to the local,
physical, underlving conditions of place (i.e., landforms,
climatological characteristics, etc.). In sum, Semple’s
human gecgraphy was inextricably linked to both the physical
conditions of place, and the manner in which those conditions
helped Jetermine the subsequent human history of that
place (Sauer, 192345 cf. Jones, 1935, p. 71).

While it has been argued that Semple granted the
uniqueness of differing cultures in her thesis on the
relationship between man and his natural milieu (James and
Martin, 1981:% James, et al., 1983, pp. 33-40) her influence
on the discipline———i1.e., her immediate influence on
practicing geographers and her ultimate legacy within the
discipline-—-was that man is a product of specific places and,
ultimately, he is far less important than the environmental

conditions which surround him. Her two most familiar books,
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Aperican History and its Geographic Conditions (1903) and
Influences of Geographic Environmwent (1911) carry titles
that convey their respective messages! man is a product of
the natural environment.
Geography Moves Forward

For the first two decades of the twentieth century,
academic geography in North America was a reflection of the
ideas of either Davis or Semple, or, increasingly, some
combination of the two. Unfortunately, the two perspectives
created a situation where man and land were regarded as
independent variables, indeed, separate entities to be
studied in and af themselves. In essence, a dichotomy was
developing in geographic thought. This dualism between
physical investigations on the one hand, and an analvsis of
the human uses of the earth’s suwface on the other hand
persists to this day {(e.qg., Cannon, =t al. 1983). Basicallv.,
two distinct fielde of study were simultaneously evolving,
both bearing the same name: geography. One., physical
geocgraphy, following the lead defined by Davis, focused on
the physical processes creating and forever altering the
surface aof the arth. The other, anthropo—geography, using
Semple’s simplistic {(but captivating) cause and effect thesis
of iﬁorganic controls, treated man as a product of his
environment. To demonstrate the severity of the dualism, we

find one American geographer asking, in 1928, whether



Mexico’ s then—current i1lls were dus to "geo" or "anthropo"
factors {(Whitbeck, 19228)! This gulf between the physical and
human sides of the discipline has characterized North
American geography ever since.

There were, of course, other praofessional
practitioners besides Davis and Semple who were influential
during the early decades of this century. 0On the physical
side. noteworthy contributions were made by North American
writers such as Wallace W. Atwood {(Koelsch, 1979:% Cressevy,
1249 Mather., 1930), Thomas C. Chamberlin (Chamberlin, 19343
Collie, 1932)., Richard E. Dodge (Vigher,1932:%i Dodge, 1930),
Nevin M. Fenneman (Rich, 19453% Walters, 1943), Rollin D.
Salisbuwry (Chamberlin, 1931:f Densmore, 1931 Pattison, 1982:
Vigher, 1953), and FRobert DeCourcy Ward (Brookes, 12323 Davis,
19Z%Z2% Koelsch, 1983), to cite but a few af the more important
names. On the human side, among those who had a
more—than—-passing degree of influence on geagraphic thought
included QOliver E. Baker (Baker 1949:i Visher and Hu, 1950),
Harlan H. Barrows {Colby and White, 19615 Platt, 19&1),
Isaiah Bowman (Martin, 1977; Martin, 1980:% Wright and Carter,
1959: and Wrigley, 1931}, Ellsworth Huntington Martin, 19733
Vigher, 19482, Mark Jefferson {(Bowman, 19350%i Martin, 19&8%
Visher, 194%9), and Ray H. Whitbeck (Whitbeck 1938: Williams,
12407 . In the main, however, it was the respective views of

Davis and Semﬁle that predominated. Both were tireless



workers and their names are synonymous with Morth American
geography during the first twenty years of the present
century.
The 1920 A Tumultuous Period

The 12208 represent an interesting but confusing
period in the history of Naorth American academic geagraphy.
It was a time aof turmail: Competing ideas, changing notions
about the focus of geographic inquiry, and the first serious
challenge to the paradigm put forward by Davis and
implemented by Semple appeared. In many respects, this was
the decade of decision far American geography, a decade that
wonld set the stage for the following thirty vyears of
research. While some are content to suggest that "the
dualism that plagued American academic geography [viz.,
Davig™s and Semple’s respective approaches to the
disciplinel" lasted from "about 1900 tao 1930" (Broek, et al.,
1980, p. 12), this may actually be a gross
aversimplification. For two related reasons, a more
comprehensive analysis of the 19205 needs to be written, as
the *20s did indeed have a marked influence on the future
direction of the discipline.

Firstly, by the early—-"20s, the situation in North
Ameri1can geography astensibly began to change. Indeed, by
the late—1920s the discipline was on a totally new track,

with only the slightest resemblance to its former course.
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The changes that brought about this reorientation, though
complex and somewhat vague, need to be sketched here as a
first step in trying to account for geography’s pronounced
change aof perspective by the early—-1930s. Secondly, an
attempt to account for the changes taking place during the
1920s is important to this study, as it 1n part helps explain
the wider context of Sauwer’s influential writings of this
period. The publication of his "Morphology of Landscape"
(1925) is generally regarded as a turning point in Morth
American academic geography. Few realize, however, that
Sauer was not alone in his inquiry into an alternative to the
Davis—-Semple models. For this reason, it is necessary to
draw a picture of the intellectual “mutterings” taking place
among Morth American gecgraphers during the decade, to
establish Sauer’s peer—group context, and to account not only
for the motivation behind the "maorphology", but the
motivation behind the motivation.
The Search for Alternatives

Seen within the wider context of North American
geography, Sauer can be characterized as merely one aof many
practitioners who stormed the palace gates to challenge the
existing appraach to and definition of the field. Academic
geographers, some overtly, others less conspicuously, were
looking for change. From today’s vantage point, it is

apparent that it was the A.A.G. hierarchy that was chosen to



define the parameters of that change.

As mentioned above, the presidential addresses of the
respective A.A.G, leaders carried an uncanny influence and
they cannot be overlooked during this periocd. FPresidents
began to remark on the growing dualism that witnessed the
physical and human sides of the discipline moving further and
further apart from one another, and on the underlying models
of explanation in geography. There was a burgeoning lack of
commitment to a field defined in terms of either the
identification and delineation of physical processes on the
surface of the earth or man’s response to the
environmental constraints of specific places. 0Often subtle,
trequently camaufyaged in intricate discourse, questions were
being asked and alternatives were being sought. In an
address given on the eve of the new decade, far instance,
Charles Dryver commented on the shift toward an ever-—-more
humanized gecgraphy and articulated the growing concern
voiced by opponents of the Davis—Semple programs. Thus he
asked his colleagues to consider the following definition of
geography:

I+ we take environment as the key note of
geography, the question at once arises sharply, how
much of the environment? Must we take into account
all its phases or only the physical or natural
environment? In a study of Indiana as a geographic
environment L[for examplel, the position of the

, state, its relief, drainage, soil, climate,
vegetation, native animals and mineral resources,

and the influence of each on the condition and
character of the bhuman inhabitants must be given
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serious consideration. But how much weight, if any,
should be given to the fact that the population was
originally derived from two contrasted strains, ane
from the Caroclinas and Virginia through Kentucky,
and the other from New England, New York, and
Fennseylwvania through Dhio, each bringing its own
peculiar political and religious opinions, social
customs and vernacular speech? (Dryer, 1920, pp.
8-9).

In essence, Drver was calling attention to a seminal
awareness among his Morth American colleagues to the
differences between ethnic groups and a realization that all
peoples do not "respond!" to the same environment in the same
way. Roderick Peattie, writing for a less sophisticated but
kindred readership, would anticipate Drver’s words and
perhaps express the same idea more eloguently: The 'new
geography" he wote, is "the study of a region’s domination
of a people...of the cultural diversity of peoples and the
reasons which lie back of that diversity”. He would go on to
argue that "man is a product of his heredity plus his
environment, =social and phvsical" {(FPeatti1e, 1919, p. 421).
The influence of heritage and ethnic preferences were
gradually coming to the forefront as objects of significant
ingquiry.

With an increased emphasis on the human side of the
discipline taking sway, honest concern was developing in the
ranks of protessional geographers that the simple cause and

effect formula espoused by Semple may be an extreme

generalization of actual complex conditions. Human
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characteristics and emotions were beginning to be seen as a
complementary, even if only peripheral, factor in the
understanding of human geography. Put in Semple’s terms,
history was perhaps no mere reflection of environmental
conditions alone, but alsoc (or at least partially) an
outgrowth of differing peoples reacting distinctively to
their respective milieux. Dryer regarded these human
characteristics as "psychological factors" and, though he
duly acknowledged their existence and influence, he concluded
his address in an anticlimactic, reductionist note, asserting
that "if any one is troubled by doubts, he may console
himself with the thought that any psychological phenomenon,
when traced back far enough, may be found to be closely
related to some conditions of physical environment" (Drver,
19220, p. Y. FPerhap=s. given the intellectual climate of the
time and the inertia of a professional institution, it was
all one could expect from an A.A.G. president. But Drver’s
mere awareness of the issues raises questions with respect to
the growing recognition among Association members concerning
their dissatisfaction with the existing geographic paradigms
and their corollary awareness of alternative perspectives.

Several years later, as the then-president of this
august body of professional geographers, Harlan Barrows
delivered an address entitled "Beagraphy as Human Ecology".

The gist of Rarrows’ s message is captured in its title where
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he argues that geography, because of its growing
precccupation with human beings {(rather than its diminishing
interest with physical processes), and due also to the
then—-prevailing desire for geographers to see themselves as
"scientists" (Herbst, 1961, p. 339), should rally around the
concept of '"human ecology”. As Rarrows noted, '"geographers
in increasing numbers define their subject as dealing solely
with the mutual relations bhetween man and his natural
environment" (emphasis added): or, as he himself defined it,
"the relationships existing between natural environments and
the distribution and activities of man" (Barrows, 1927, p.
3. Barrows®s definition of the field, while seemingly
commonplace, 1f not benign, from today’ s perspective, is
highlv significant when seen relative to how his predecessors
had defined the purview of the disgcipline. By calling for a
peodgraphy based on "the putual relations” of envirornment
and tuman action, he was not only acknowledging the
digssatisfaction with cause and effect explanations recognized
in Drver’s earlier address, but was now sanctionirg and
indeed advocating a discipline focused entirely on the human
scene. HRarrows’s geagraphy was a fully humen geography
and the very title of his paper was designed to emphasize the
impact of humans on the landscape. He was explicit on this
paint, exclaiming that "geography treated as human ecology

will not cling to the peripheral specialisms...[that isl-——to
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physiography, climatology., plant ecoclogy, and animal
ecology—-—-but will relinguish them gladly to geology,
meteorology, botany, and zocology, or to careers as
independent sciences" (Barrows, 1923, p. 4). His address was
a wide—open call to exorcise the physical half of the field
in favor aof the half dealing with man and his interaction
with the natural world. This was turning American geography
on its head, categorically ignaring the natural environment
and i1t=s moderating effects on man’s activities.

Barrows was also perpetuating a contemparary
predisposition to turn geography into a social science, as
opposed to a physical or biological science from which it was
born onrly years before (see Barrows, 1923, p. 3. During the
1920s the term "social science" was becoming synenymous with
the total curtailment of all sccial ills using the
"scientific method" (see, especially Barnes, 1928).

Barrows's summons to join the ranks of the sociallv—-minded
sciences was probably a predictable undertaking given the
existing intellectuwal climate of contemporarv academia,
particularly those practitioners concerned with human
activity. In retrospect, however, one can only evaluate
Rarrows’s perspective as naive at worst, misinformed at best.
While admittedly moving toward what would become a
progressively stronger interest in humans and their use of

the earth, the discipline was still dominated by
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"recanstituted geoclogists” in 1923. 0f the original
forty—eight members who formed the Assocciation in 1904:
...nineteen held positions as geclogists, four
could be called field gecgraphers and explorers,
and nine taught geography in secondary schools,
teacher—~training schools, or universities. In
addition there were three ecologists, two
oceanographers, one climatologist, one
geophysicist, three economists and statisticians,
two biologists, one ethnologist, and one diplomat.
One was editor of a geographical periodical...and
one [was anl historian....Among the forty—-eight
original members, fifteen had studied with Davis at
Harvard (James and Martin, 1978, p. 383 cf.
Spencer, 1974, p. 23).
A similar corp of A.A.G. members still formed the nucleus of
the organization in 1923, Moreaver, it was, after all, the
physical not the human side of the field that was most
respected by the other sciences, and it was the physical
side, at least according to Davis, that had thus far made the
greater progress (Davis, 1924, pp. 195-1946). Hence, this was
hardly the time to announce that the physical side of the
discipline should be routed and replaced with an outloock
directed entirely on human activity. To do so would have
interred a strong aversion with academic gengraphy’s Morth
American heritage, a rather short, ill-established, and
little—understood heritage of less than twenty vears. As
well, though not explicit, the implication was to castigate
Davis™s approach in favor of the only remaining

alternative--viz., Semple’s geoqgraphy., & mave the membership

was unwilling to entertain in 19234
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What was essential, but what was still lacking during
the early-1920s, was an explicit alternative to both Semple
and Davis. The call was out and the membership was seemingly
aware of its need to reformulate the field to accommodate the
apirit of the times, but a proper, well-defined, systematic
alternative had yet to be realized. Furthermore, it had to
be an alternative that would guarantee geography the
independent status that the American practitioners so avidly
sought. More importantly, however, the new geocqgraphy would
have to break ties with the Darwinian overtones provided by
both Davis and Semple. Whether it was consciously considered
bv these early practiti1oners or not, the first two decades of
North American geagraphy were heavily influenced bv Darwinian
ideas, and the discipline’s subseguent malaise was due, 1n no
small part, in ridding itself of this heritage {(Herbst,
19461) .

In 1925, thirty—five vear old Carl Sauer constructed
a well-planned, carefuly-worded statement on what should
constitute the enterprise of geography. His paper would
virtually =signal the end to the Davis—-Semple programs. and
usher in a non—-"determinmistic" era that emphasized "regional
geography". Sauer®s “"Morphology of Landscape’ (Sauer, 1925)
was the prologue to change that the discipline rallied around
in the mid-1920s. It offered a viable alternative to that

held by the first generation of academic practitioners, and



it served as the focal point for the (much larger) second
generation of professional geographers on the continent. The
context for interpreting Sauer’s essay and the evolution of
his ideas will be examined in Chapter 8Six. What follows is
an overview of his early geography to indicate the
diftferences between his approach to explanation in geographic
research and the approach taken by the followers of Davis and
Semple.
Sauer’s Early Geography

While other practitioners were claiming that human
activity was environmentally determined-—-i.e., a simple
product of local physical conditions {(see, for example,
Kersten, 198237 Tatham, 1931)-—or that the discipline should
focus on the natural processes occuwrring and forever shaping
the earth’s suface-——i.e., the followers of Davis’s
geomorphology-—Sauer acsked his American colleagues toa
consider the i1mpact and importance of culture in altering the
surface of the earth. For Sauer, the interpretation of a
givenrn landscape feature i1involved no less than an intimate
appreciation of the history of the land in its entiretyi: an
understanding of the culture that sculptured a landscape was
requicsite. FPhysical processes explained only a part of the
storyi deterministic tenets failed to explain the real world
differences from place to place.

In 1228, drawing upon a traditional German approach
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to geography, Sauer defined the domain of the discipline as
the study of "the morphology of landscape" (Sauer, 1925).

For Sauer, "landscape" was synonymous with geography-—i.e.,
"our naively selected section of reality” (1925, p. 53).
"Morphology.” on the other hand, was both conceptual and
methodological. As a concept, morphology was identical with
"forms” or "structural units.!" The term itself, wrote Sauer,
"originated with Goethe and expresses his contribution to
madern science" (1925, p. 30). Form studies, as pursued by
Goethe, were phenomenonlogical in basis he would argue,
"without prepossession regarding the meaning of its evidence,
and presupposes a minimum of assumptioni: namely, only the
reality of structural organization" (Sauer, 1925, p. 31). As
method, morphology was "synthesis": tihe identification of
changing processes responsible for the creation of different
"forms". Bv necessity. the search for processes reqguired a
temporal perspective, and time became the critical variable
in explicating the change from a phvsical to a cultural
landscape (Sauer, 1925, pp. 36-47). In short, Sauer
advocated the search for the processes behind the creation aof
cultural "forms" across the earth’s surface. As Mikesell has
recentlv summarized it, Sauver’s was "an enterprisze devoted to
Lthel study of how “natural landscapes’ evolve into ‘cultural
landscapes™" (Mikesell, 1984, p. 18%5) within a temporal

framework. "The Morphology of Landscape" was at once a call



54
to eradicate determinism from the discipline (Kersten, 1982),
a statement of identity and independence for Sauer (Leighly,
19746, p. 23403 Williams, 1983, pp. 4-3), a plea to ground
geagraphy in a charolagic (area studies) approach (James and
Martin, 1981, pp. 320-322), and a turning point that had a
profound effect on American academic geography for the next
twenty vyears (Hart, 1983, p. 113).

While others (such as Dryer, Barrows, and Peattie
mentioned above) would merely hint at the significance and
importance of ethnic identity, Sauer would place cultural
heritage at the forefront of geographical concern.

Similarly, whereas there were those who would recognize the
shart-term benefit of analyzing ethnic variations relative to
specific groups and their respective uses of the land,
Sauer’®s call was to enthrone culture as €he single most
important variable in discovering why places differ:
The cultural landscape is fashioned out of a
natural landscape by a culture group. Culture is
the agent, the natural area is the medium, the
cultural landscape the result....With the
introduction of a different, that is, alien
culture, a rejuvenation of the cultural landscape
sets in, or a new landscape is superimposed on
remnants of an older one. The natural landscape is
of course of fundamental importance, for it
supplies the materials out of which the cultural
landscape is formed. The shaping force,
however, lies in the culture itselt (emphasis
added]l (Sauer, 19225, p. 4&).

fluite literally, Sauer’s message to his Morth

American colleagues was to turn their existing methodalogies
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upside~down. Not only were physical processes-—i.e., a focus
on the natural landscape--now of secondary importance, but
the environment in general was being shown to have far less
of an influence on the use and reuse of an area than had
previously been considered. In sum, the method Sauer was
suggesting would nullify the approach of the folowers of
Davis, while it effectively would eradicate those who saw
human geography in light of Semple’s principles—-—-i.e., man as
a product of his environment. A priori assumptions
concerning man’'s passive or non—-participatory role were
eliminated under Sauer’s formulal "We are concerned with
‘directed activity, not premature realization™" (Sauer, 1925,
p. 33). The search for the differing cultural "forms”
resulting from human activity across the earth’s surtace was
arn exploration into the influences of ethnic and cultural
groups on the changing natural landscape. Bv definition,
such an exploration would immediately preclude predetermined
attitudes regarding the influence of environment on human
action and creativity.

What Sauer’s dictum essentially achieved, was to
focus geographical study toward a better understanding of
places. Because cultural activity will vary, often
considerably, from one place to the next and, in the process,
express itself in a variety of “"forms", the important

contribution that geographers can make is to articulate those
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differences in their spatial manifestations. Regardless of
the scale of analysis—-—-e.g., local community, larger portions
of the planet influenced by an identifiable cultural group,
or well—-defined physical regions—-—-geographers were concerned
with areas. Flace was regarded as the domain of the
geogr-apher:

Geography assumes the responsibility for the study
of areas because there exists a common curiosity
about that subject....No other subject has
preempted the study of area. Others, such as
historians and geclogists, may concern themselves
with areal phenomena, but in that case they are
avowedly using geographic facts for their own ends
{Sauer, 1925, p. 21).
Sauer would argue that choreology., the study of areas for the
sake aof insight into their descriptive natures or character,
is geography’s jurisdiction, prire facle, because, if
traced back to its earliest scientific formulations, 1t can
be shown that the discipline has alwavs been concerned with
area as evidenced in the writings of Hercdotus, Polybius, but
especially of Strabo. Indeed it was this very tradition of
chorology, first expressed and practiced by the Greeks, which
was more recently revitalized and given acclaim by the German
geographers beginning in the mid-nineteenth century. This
accounts for Sauer’s decision to use the term "landscape”
{and "morphology", following from Goethe) in the title of his
1925 paper (1923, pp. 21-24). "The Germans have translated

it [geographyl as Landschaféskunde or

Landerkunde, the knowledge of landscape or lands”
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he would note; "the other term, &rdkunde, the science of
the earth in general {approximate to the then—current
definition of geography in North Americal, is falling rapidly
into disuse" (1925, p. 21% also see Pfeifer, 1938, pp. 7-9).

In addition to culture, however, Sauer’s “morphology"”
called attention to and subsegquently altered geography’s
predisposition toward an analysis of the contemporary scene.
Gengraphers on this continent have typically seen their
discipline as a present—-oriented enterprise. This emphasis
continues, more or less, to the present (James and Martin,
1981, pp. 404-4261 also see McManis, 1978, p. 72). In large
part, this attitude appears to have developed as a
concomitant feature of the discipline’s self-image as a
"ecience”. Science is not immediately concerned with the
past. In the main, science ie directlv interested in the
"facts" of the present and the prediction or, less
dogmatically, the forecasting of future conditions. The
past, 1f it is regarded at all, iz usually analyvzed in terms
of its demonstratable lessons, or as an example, to
understand more fully the present and (often) the future
isee, for example Theobald, 19468% Schutz, 1963). Geoagraphy
assumed this stance early in the century under Davis’s
watchful eye and it was, by 1925, an a priori fact that the
field was indeed a "science" and therefore concerned with the

present. When, for instance, Sauer’s doctoral dissertation
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(1913) was finally published (Sauer, 1920b), reaction to the
strong historical component of his thegis set in at once.
One writer actually claimed that the work was in fact
history, not geography, because parts of it were heavily
focused on the past for the past’s sake and "as Geography
deals with present conditions, the past is only to be evoked
when it is necessary to explain the present” (emphasis in
original) (Unstead, 1222, p. S6). An historian, however,
found no such problem with the book when he reviewed Sauer’s
thesis that same year (see Violette, 1922).
Sauer’s notion of an "historical"” geography was thus

a decisive break with the existing norm. Moreover it was a
break he was conecious of and, perhaps, the single most
important aspect of his methodologys 1t was the one thing he
refused to relinquish. A temporal approach characterized his
wark to the very end. For Sauer, all human geography, all
meaningtul human geography, must have a genetic
component. Even toward the end of his long life, he would
still reiterate this point and explain why he was seemingly
z0 persistent and adament about it:

By and large., geagraphy [as universally practicedl

has been historical. It has been historical in the

phvsical sense, alsp. Frofessor William Morvis

Davis made the most gallant attempt ever to make

physical geography [in North Americal

non-historical, and he failed. No one may ever do

as well as that again! When man is introduced into

the geographic scene and into the geographic

process, explanations can only be in terms of
origins and changes (Sauer, 19270, p. &).
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Sauer realized that change was an inevitable feature
of our reality. Process, or the underlying mechanism behind
that change, was therefore the one undeniable constant. This
was true whether one was interested in the past, the present,
or even the future. The natural landscape was continually
changing due to physical processes—-—climate, soil properties,
vegetation cover, etc.-—and the cultural landscape was,
litewise, undergoing a series of changes due to human
inttiative-—emigration, immigration, technological
achievement, warfare, etc. (see Sauer, 1925, pp. 40-47). It
was therefore only logical that the time factor be given
utmost emphasis in his geography. And, =ince "the natural
landscape is being subjected to transtormation at the hands
of man" {Sauer, 1925, p. 45), it was the time clewpent in
relation to man that became the most crucial identitvying
factor i1n Sauver’s view. The search for the origins of
cultural "transformations”, regardless of the time pericod
involved and irrespective aof their present-day or future
implications, became the crux of Sauer’®s geagraphical
inguiry. Thus the geographer was predisposed, nay,
obligated, to investigate as far back inteo £he past as was
necessary to identify and understand the changes wrought bv
buman activity. It was man®s imprint on the natural
landscape that interested Sauer, not man’s contemporary

tutilization of or interrelationship with that landscape:



&0
"tInder this definition we are not concerned in geography fas
the morphology of the cultural landscapel with the energf,
customs, or beliefs of man but with man®s record upon the
landscape" (Sauer, 1925, p. 46).

This concern for time and its associated search for
cultural origins and "forms" was a complete departure from
current practice. Even BRarrows, whose address noted above
was radically liberal in its own right, and whose opinions
respecting the purview of the discipline were decidedly
broad, would stand firm on this notion of contemporary
application in geography. He would readily concede that
historical geography was viablei: it was, after all, the human
ecology of past times (Barrows, 1923, pp. 9-11). But he was
quick to note further:

History...deals largely with the past. Geography
proper deals largely with the present....The
historian...begins his studies with what our remote
ancestors sawi the geographer begins with what we
owrselves see {(Harrows, 1923, pp. 5-&).
It was consistent with this view that Barrows declare that
"histarical geography, the geography of the past, helps tO\
show the rsignificance of past geographic conditions in the
interpretation of present-day geoagraphic conditzons”
{emphasis added) (Barrows, 1923, p. 11). This, of course,
was not the sort of geocgraphy, the historical-cultural

geography, that Sauer had in mind. In 1927 he would further

explicate his notions and declare that all geography was
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both historical and cultural by using the terms “cultural
geagraphy", “historical geography", and "human geography”
synonymously {(Sauer 1927b). As one of his students would

later write:

...he [Sauerl] advocated geographical inquiry into
such themes as the man—-moadified landscape and the
origin, spread, limits, and alteration of the
elements of that landscape. Holding that all
geoqgraphy is esgsentially historical, he
systematically used any kind of data pertaining to
human settlement and activity, and he often found
archeclogical evidence fully as pertinent as
written documents (Parsons, 1968, p. 18).

To be sure, Sauer®s cultural-historical approach to
geagraphic recsearch was naot without its vocal opponents.
When Dryer f(above) reviewed the "morphology" for the
Geographical Review he had little positive to say of
Sauer®s 1928 "brochure". In particular, he attacked Sauer’s
phenomenological method that called for, in Dryer’s words,
"uncontrolled freedom of choice in observation”. To enact
such a method, he continued, would be an absolute waste of
the geographer®s time: "the result is likely to be a
catalogue half rubbish like a child’s collection from a dump
heap, and wholly unscientific" (Dryer, 19246, p. 349). Drvyer
basically dismissed Sauer’s manifesto on the basis that
"there seems to run in the German blood the instinct and the
ability to grasp an idea by placing it in the midst of all

knowledge, like a single tree in a dense forest af all

species”". After all, a close examination of what Sauer was
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stating leads to the recognition that he was fully i1gnoring
his native geographical tradition and turning instead to his
European (but especially German) colleaques for advice. "Of
36 references [used by Sauer in the ‘morpholaogy®1" Drver
would remind the reader, only 8 were English, whereas "34 are
to works in German, 7 in French" (Dryver, 1926, p. 348).

Yet, in the long run, the “"morphology" proved to be
the most influential geographic essay written during the
1920s. For those opposed to the Davis—-Semple models, it
rapidly assumed biblical proportions. James has written of
its influence:

«~.Saver’'s paper was like the clear notes af a
bugle call to the younger members of the
profession, most of whom had completed their
graduate training since 1920 and had recently been
appointed to one of the many new geography staffs
then being formed (James, 1972, p. 401).
Although printed as an "in-house" publication i1n Berkeley,
California on the periphery of American academic geography,
the lengthy article nonetheless received considerable
attention by this younger generation of geographers.
Reflecting back on the period, two prominent practitioners
recalled that the "morphologv" was widely circulated and
"regularly discussed" by Sauer’s colleagues all across the
continent (James and Mather, 1977, p. 448). Together with a
longer, second methodological piece published two years after

the "morphology" (Sauer, 1927b), a third, shorter article

written for The £ncyclopaedia of Social Science (Sauer,
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19231), and numerous (early) substantive, empirical essays
(see, especially, Sauver, 1927a3 Sauer, 1930¢( Sauer and Meigs,
19273 Sauer and Brand, 1930%7 Sauer and Brand, 1931: Sauer and
Brand, 1932), the "morphology" and Sauer®s influence were
broadly felt throughout North American departments of
geagraphy. In short, academic geography on this continent
was significantly changed for the next two decades. By 19230,
the discipline no longer resembled its former image. Davis’s
phyvsical geography had given way to a more humanized field:
by the end of the 1920s, the relationship between man and his
enviraonment had been turned around. Semple’s
anthropogeography was abandoned in favor of a perspective
giving cultures and ethnic groups greater control over the
natural landscape (Leighly. 19355).
Conclusions

This chapter has shown the basic and essential

differences between Carl Sauer’s approach to geocgraphy and
the other two concuwrrent approaches (the Davis-Semple models)
that we have deemed "the mainstream". It should be clear at
this juncture that Sauver was working within an entirely
different tradition from the mainstream, one that contrasted
sharply with the available paradigms offered by Davie and
Semple. Excepting the three short vears he spent in Germany
as a child, Sauer was a product of an American academic

education. Yet his notions of geography were unqgquestionably
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different from his colleagues® definitions of the discipline.
In brief, his underlying perspective on explanation in
geography derived from what the German geographers, not his
Narth American peers, were practicing. As Entrikin has
recently put it, Sauer’s "brand'" of geography was an assault
on the "environmentalist position” in an effort "to
reestablish the German classical geographical tradition in
American geography" (Entrikin, 1984, p. 40%). The critical
questions which immediately arise and those which will be
addressed in the balance of this thesis are, "Where did
Sauer’s notion of a morphology of landscape come from?" and
"Why did he turn to the foreign (notably the German?
literature in his attempt to place the field on more solid

footing 1n 19282"
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CHAPTER TWO NOTES

For amn excellent treatment ot Darwin’s influence on the

whole of the soci1al sciences, see Hofstadter., 19695,

For those especirally interested 1n an extremely detailed

3

{vet highlyvy readable) account of Davig’s lit+e, thought,
and influence on the discipline., I stronglv recommend
Chorlev, et al., 1973, This is the most comprehensive

wark on Davis and i1s unsurpassed in its abi1lity to capture

Davie’s changing vet predominant views on geography.

On gecagraphy’s evaolving professionalization., the
interested reader should take a look at Dunbar., 1981 and

Foelsch, 1981.

Those concerned with a well-documented (archival) history
of the A.A.G., including Davie’g role in its formation and
his long-term influence on the association’™s subseqguent

development, should consult James and Martin, 1978.

Semple’s anthropogeography also differed from Ratzel®s in

two other significant ways. Firstly, hers was an

"historical environmentalism" {(Hartshorne, 1954, p. 171%
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also see Clark, 1934, p. 82). Secondly, Fatzel’s notions
of the state as an organism was flatly rejected by Ms.
Semple (James and Martin, 1981, p. 3047 Hartshorne, 1954,

p. 185).

It should be pointed cut here that BRarrows was the first
A.ALG. president whao was not a part of the “"constituent
membhership" {(Brigham, 1924, p. 114). Thus he mav have

certainlv been regarded as= a "threat” of sorts.



CHAPTER THREE!

BACKGROUND TO SAUER’S WORLD VIEW

Introduction

Throughout this thesis it is argued that, as time
moved forward, Sauer’s new environments appear te have haa
less and less of an etfect on the fundamental world view he
acquired in Warrenteon, Missouri. More specifically, 1t is
pastulated that his earliest environment was the most
significant relative to his geographv. But, before we
explore the circumstances germane to Sauver’s early
exper1ences and education in Warrenton, it is important first
ta develop the sccial and historical background into which
Sauer was born—-—in a sense, to "set the stage" before the
actors begin the plav. Like the rest of us, Sauer was born
into & particular context—-—a certain milieu where
recognizable assocciations of people and events acting 1n
space and through time can be identified-—-and he consciocusly
and unconsciously came to accept that context as '"reality'".
It was this first milieuw, his initial "construction of
reality” (Berger and Luckmann, 1980}, that I ‘shall argue was

the most crucial one for an understanding of Sauer; all

&7
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subsequent notions of "reality”, all future orientations and
reaorientations must be seen with respect to his earliest
world view {(see Chapters Four and Five). Essentially, I
subscraibe to the same view expressed by Anderson:

Men and movements are not born in a vacuumi neither
do they find their fulfillment apart from temporal
and social considerations. A productive soil is
just as necessary for the full development of ideas
and institutions as it is for botanical species
{Anderson, 19240, p. 478).
The aim, then, is toc expose the "soil" into which Sauer was
born, within which he developed his first world view.
Thenceforth, that first Neltanschauung acted as a sort of
filter by which he screened his experiences and, through
which, everything he read and assimilated had to pass.
Sauer s anthropogeoagraphic approach to the study of
geagraphy, his reliance on an historical mode of explanation.
his emphasis on culture history, and his insistence on a
scholarly (though i1nductaive) orientation, are all elements
taken fram turn—of-the-century German social science, more
specifically, German geographic thought (see Leighly, 19383
cf. Hartshorne, 1939, pp. 260-277 [84-1211). The purpose of
this chapter 1s to indicate the degree to which Sauer was
steeped in a German world view long bhefore he began reading
Berman geograpbhy in Chicago™s "Loop",., and long, long before
he arrived in Berkeley and penned his "morphology"

essay.? Once this has been accomplished, 1 can then

specul ate on my proposition that his later (Berkeley) "brand”
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of geaography, in large measure, can be traced back to this
formative period of his life, rather than the popular notion
that his contacts with anthropologists at Rerkelev accounted
for his intellectual orientation (see Kenzer, 1983a). The

question 1s, Can we continus to Ignore or underplay Sauer’s

g

rich and characéerisiically Gerwmanic heritage. in any seriouw.
atteppt to understand hrrx intellectual developrent and his
contributions to geographic thought in Amerzcy?

At the outset of thie chapter we discuss German
emigration to America, with an extended focus on the
distinctive mid—- and late-nineteenth centurv phases of that
amigration. Next, we shall laook at frontier conditions in
America during the nineteenth centurvy and examine the
Miesissippi and Missouri rivers district in particular.
After establishing the historical and locational context of
German immigration 1n general, we will concentrate attention
on the more specific circumstances relating to the
immigration and Mew World settlement af Sauer’s familvy. By
the conclusion of the chapter we will find the Sauer family
settled in Warrenton, Missouri, we will have been introduced
to the environment in which young Carl Sauer will shortly
find himself and, lastly, we will suggest what a child born
at that exact time in that specific place, might expect to
encounter in terms of his education, his famtly and social

relations, as well a=s those other "intangible" elements that
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conjoin to shape and guide a child’'s intellectual
develapment.

America: Land Of Immigrants

Aperica! The word itself conjures images the
world over. In terms of all of Western civilization, America
must surely be regarded among the most unique and influential
experiments in human history. Over the decades, the term
"America" has been substituted for an array of optimistic
expressions: the New World: "land of the free, home of the
brave"is "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness"i
democracys social mobility: “"land of opportunity”s "from rags
to riches”": religious freedomi academic freedom; freedom of
speechi freedom of the press: freedom to assemble: and a
dozen ather "freedoms'" of varving tvpes and degrees. Not
evervone, however, has seen the United States in such a
utopian light. To some, the weord “"America’ has come to
denote less positive characteristics: "watchdog on the
world"s big brother: anti-communism: world poweri warmonger
"frontier individualism"i the right to bear armsi Social
Darwinism: Manifest Destinyi industrialismi: greed:
corporatismi: imperialismi and many, many other dubious
enpressions. Irrespective of one’s political vantage point
however, there is little doubt that, as a nation, the United
States has had a more profound effect on world history and

human migration than any other country in such a relatively

Ll
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short period of time. In terms of 1t=s global influence.
g=zpecially 1n the realm of personal rightz and a concern for
socral welfare, 1t can truly be called the firzst '"new' nation
ip=sst, 19870, ILnperfizct, replete with domestic problems
and 1ncorsistencies, &rerica was, recgardless, considered 2
uteopta and a land of promice for over cone-hundreaed vears. By
the mi2-ninetzentn century, Lincoln would acssert that the
nited States was "tne last best haope ot earth” (Palmer and
Coltorn., 1269, p. Z7I.

Until wiorld War [I. America was a land of i1mmigrants,
Too often this point 1= erther aoverlooked ar altogether
fargotben, The United States was charted, founded., des:gned,
burlt, and directed bv tmmigrants. Praimarily from westsrn
Surooe., kub representing almost everv pocket of Uld World and
Eastern cultures. 1mmigrantse jorined together to create a new
nati1on., a nation somehcw Jdof ferent from the scores of
nationgs these same migrants chose (or were forced. to
abandon. Each decided to journey to the United States +for
different {(often contradictory) reasons, but most migrated
acraoss the Atlantic seeking an "opportumity for +ree
entarprise"” (Wittke, 1967, p. xil. Irrespective of which
posi1tive or negative expression (fraom the above paragraph)
one chocses to 1dentifv as that which is characteristically

American, the ftact remains that since 1ts first permanent

settlement, the so-called "open door" pelicv of the United
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Statez has led to a si1tuation where more emigrants have +found
a new home 1n America than anvwhersz else 'Qrohdeacon, 1983).
American 1mmigration records are vague prior to 1820
ard therefgre absolute nunbers of people migrating to the

Unitted States ar2 No aor2 than estinates, ret we can be

1]

tatrly certain that between 1737 ang 1815, a period of
controversy and critical decision-maling tor the new nation,
aporo:imataly 50,000 people left their homes and families in
Eurcpe {and elsewhere) to set sail feor America (Jones, 1760,
op. s4-s5). Of these. the maoritv were probably English,
with the Irish constituting a close second (Hansen., 1940
In teotal, however, the steadv movement ot people to America
neftore the twn of the last century 1s almaost 1nsignificant
when compared to subseguent migrations.
The Nineteenth Century Pattern

It was the nineteenth centurv that witnessed the
great., unprecedented., continual flow aof people and ildeas
across the Atlantic to America. Between 18327 and 1890 alcne,
at least 15,000,020 1mmigrants arrived in the United States
{Wittke, 198687, p. vid. Locking at a =somewhat larger perioad
(but perhaps a more pertinent span for the present studvy,
Jones indicates that at least 30,000,000 people left Europe
for the West between 13815 and World War I {(Jones, 1960, p.

2Zv.  The source of that migration, however., ‘was undergoing a

noteworthy change. Toward the middle of the centurv,
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conditions 1n Europe had fostered a s:tuation that woula curb
the steadvy tide of Irish and English emigrants——therestofaore

rhe predominant representatives of Ewopean culture in

mer ica (HMamnsen, 140 —-3at which time the Germans woeuld

I

assume ascendancvy. By 18384, a peak vear for American
1mmLaratien, the Germans would account for over one—half of
all 1mmigrants entering Aamerican ports, a total greater than

the mumber of British and Irish 1mmigrants comiined {(Tavlior,

M

{
~4
et

« p. 531, Turping again to the ene hundred-vear period
nrzceding the first world war, 1mmigration records i1n the
lnited States confirm that over 3,000,000 1mmigrants. or
rmearly 3 percent of the total., were from Germanv {(Wittke,

19267, p.o 1

{0

es cf. Johrnson, 1991, . 2. Morzover, when we

1

eramine the +figures Yor the neteenth centwry as a whoele, we

3
1

find that German 1mmigration to Admerica exceeded all other

naticnalities, bar none (Faust. 19489, wol. 1, pp. 381-382%:

et
S

alsn see Stephenson., 1925, . 420, S0 areat was this century
of 1mmigration from German—-speaking lands that, bwv 1900, the
Germans represented “the biggest foreign element” 1n "no
fewer than twentv-seven of the states and territories
comprising the continental United States..." (Hawgcocod, 1977,
p. 83), accounting for over 31 percent of the "foreign stock"
of the nation (1973, p. 791 also see Turner, 1991las Turner,

19G1ike) . In short, whereas we tvpically think of the United

States as a homogenecus "melting pot" of different cultures
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and traditions, American immigration was ostenzibly dominated
v GBermans and German-~epeaking peoples during the last
century.,

Minmeteentn-—century Cerman emiaration to the nited

Statezs, while 1moortant 1n term ¥ tne shesr aumber of

0

=]

peccle entering the countrv, var:2d considerably with respect

W
v
[
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“+
b
i
o
b
ot

t2 1ts overall influence ocn American life, It 2
it not tmpossible to generalize for the centuwry as a whole
howaever ., hbecause the veolume of Cerman migration changed
dramatically +rom the beginning to the end of the centurv,
even fraom decade to decade. German—speaking peoples came
from numerous natlaons. same of which no longer exist. most of
them consclidated under new names. The majoritvy entered the

United States as simplvy "GCermans’. To 21llustrate. we need to

B
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loph brieflv at th "waves" of German emiagration
during the paszt centurvw, and particularly where those
mi1grants s2ttled and their respective i1nflusnce on local
condirtions 1n America.
Waves 0Of German Emigration

The movement of Germans acraoss the Atlantic during
the nineteenth centurv can bte divided i1nto sewveral distinct
periocds or "waves', each wave corresponding to specific
social and/or pelitical conditions, both i1n Germanv and the

cauntry to which the emigrants were bound. Irn general, the

bulk af their emigration occcurre=d between the vears 18146 and
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1883.3 The imatral departure., beginning about
1816-1817, corresponded with an extremely unsettled =social

climate i1n southwestern Sermany and concomitant yearzs of

[

erce2edingly severe harvests, Ruswanderung during tnie
2ar-l, pericd was minusoule B later standards, but 1t ceemed

Ials

to set the movement 1 mchtion. Mamv of the Z00G, 000 emigrants

G
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-13817 scuanht relie=f 1n other parts ot the Continent

IS
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vently other parts of FPrussial. but the majoritcvy made

their wav to the United States (Walker, 19&4. pp. 1-41). I

]
i
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wave, much larger than the firsh, began about 1830 and
lastad unti1l the mid-—-184us. This second exxodus seems to

retl=act a periad of adyusiment amongst the numerous German

11

states to the changing political gecaraphy of Euwrope: in the

o

main, a time of prolorged internal conflicts following the
Mapolecnic Wars and gensral tumultuous conditions for the

coalescing German Empire {(2.3.. Blackbhouwrn, 1984:%.

gurwanderenyg spread during this secaond wave trom the

zauthwest of Germanv ta the more eastern and northern

it

ectieons ot Prussia.® cornciding as well with
restrictive local legislation (Wvman., 1984, pp. 51-54) .

A third nineteenth-century wave of German emigraticn
began 1n 1848, the vear of the so-called "German Revolution',
and lasted well into the middle of the following decade (in
America. this coincided with the peak i1mmigration vear of

1854 mentioned abeove) when the volume of people leaving
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Germany began to ease scmewhat. While small in terms of the
number= of actual emigrants who made it to the United States
iRipplev., 1976, p. S1). this emnigration was. bv far. the most

tmpartant of the centure.

The rirst bwo waves Or enlgrants wers composed mainlwv

‘
f
i

ot peasants, tarmers, the pocr. and those generally of the
ne’ ar—-do—-well stocl., Converselv., the "Revoluticn o+ 1343"
witnessed the loss of a better-educated. more highlvy
cultivated Germanrt crtizen (Walker, 1964, pp. 103152, but
especrally 123-133), and has consegquently been referred to as
"the revolution of intellectuals” (MNamirer, 1944). RAccording
ta one writer. this was the exodus of Germanv’s "men of
distinction”, a generation of scholars and influential
orators who were “the true heirs of kant, Fichte. and Hecgel
N thetr devotion to fr-zedom of thought and belief. ..
thhrttke, 1967, p. 1933 also see Wittke, 19352, and Wittlke,
1?73, pp. S7—-747. Among the more praminent intellectuals who
found reason to tlee Germanv at this time we find men lile
Carl schuwz (1809-1%06), Friedrich Hecker (1811-1881), karl
Heinzen (1309-1880), bWilhelm Rapp {(18I18-1307), Frederick
Miedringhaus 1837-1922, Franz Sigel (18324-1902). Bustav
Struve (1BOS-1870), and manv other Germans who subseguently
became well known American citizens. "There can be no doubt"

writes Wittke. "that the arrival of the “Forty-eighters”

br-ought about a unigue 1ntellectual and cultural renaissance



amena the Germans 1n Amer:i:ca, and 1in twoe centuries of German
immiagration na other group made such an tmpact upon the
Un:tea States as the few thousand pelitical refugees of 1848"
i ttkae, 19775, oo 37

Im ftruth, the compieta +farlurse of the 1548 FRavolution
10 Cermany was nast likelv the final i1mpetus that manwv
regquired betore thev would actually decide Lo leave their

—

homeland 'see Bi1lligmerer, 15974, p. 7%% Wyman, 1984, pp.

57-571.  And indeed the greatest percentage of those leaving
auring this third stream of emigration did not in fact depart
1in 1843, Rather, thev warted until the earlv—- to miga-1850s,
well after the hostilities at home had subsided (Witthe,
1952, pp. 2 and 477 . Manv of these third-wave

11

“revolutiaonaries” were reluctant to abandon the Fathnerlanda.
When theyv finallv digd leave., 1t was with the intent of
returning to Germanv when the Ewropean political climate

changed for the better. Yet the majoritv remained abroad
igepeciallv those who fled to Americal, eventuallv to
assimilate i1nto the host socreties as best thev could (see
0" Connor., 19588, particularliy pp. 119-1287.% In

part. their desire to remain separate would account for their
penchant to inhabit the frontier portions of the western
United States and their resigtance in Hmerica to speak

English, They were a proud people, a dizsplaced group of

"intellectuals", and they emigrated with a desire to create



distinctive LGerman states 1n the MNew World isee
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below: .
A fourth ana firal wave of ninetesenth centuryv Cerman
2migration lasted from abcubt (1371 unti1l 1885, Thougn

tmportant tn regara bto the large numbers of Queswangersr,

this last +loed 2+ emigrants was relativelv 1nsignificant 1n
racrms @af (tsE lasting 1mportance ta the United States. Many

Germans warted until the American Civil War was over bhefore
they decided to depart +aor their new home (c+. Turner.

1901n;. Those who fi1nally di1d leave Germanv were on the
tail—and o+ the revolutionary furaor so to zpeak. and few from

this 1

il

st period of 2migration were of much noteworthv
acclaim.

Remarkablv, this last period of German emigrat:on
corresponds generally with a periecd of financial well Being
i Germanvy. Indeed. atter German unification (1370 the new
nation saw at least twenty vears of growth and prosperit:y
(e.g., Ripplev., 1974, pp. 81-83%). 1In the mid—-188ds,
Garmanv’® s economy began to arow =ignificantlv. Frosperity
jed to a stable German government., and ftor the first time
Germans were able to leock toward establishing an overseas
colonv {(Tavlior, 1970, Thus it is reascnable to assume that
many now were leaving Germanv not because thev lacked
opportunities at home, ner due to poor, localized =sccial

conditions. Father., they probablv left because of the
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attraction of foreign countries fespecirallv the tnited

1}

St
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tes), where cheap, abundant lard and an inwviting sccral
climate ensured a lasting peace of mind ard greater

apportunttias for their children. Fa:lroad builiding and

th
st
Q

promotional schemes attracted countless German rmmigrant

i

ths American West. Mot surpri=ingly, extant records trom

t

thiz period

i,

uggest a marked 1ncrease 1n the emigratiron of
whole families, 1n contradistinction to earlier waves where
unmarried, lone Germans constituted the largest seament cf

the SQuswanderuny (see Walker., 19684, pp. 175-19431 Ripolev,

L8785, pp. 7284, This fouwth wave represents migrankts
heading toward something thev percelved as hetter,
instead of awsv from something famil:iar that they feareda.

Location of German—Americans

The location of German—Americans dwring the
nineteenth centw v 1s a revealing storv. Althcugh the
arriving Sermans settied 1n all parts of the Unitted States.
there was a cwious tendency for each new immigrant wave to
move farther west with the ever-changing frontier.*
Thus Faust has noted that when trving to understand their
settlement pattern. 1t 1s important to distinguish between
American—born, second-generation German—-Americans on the one
handg, and their first-generation German parents who lett
Eurcpe to settle 1n the United States. The former tended to

assimlilate more readilv and dwell in the heavily populated.



urban sections of the countrv. Converselv, the newcomers had
a tendency to head i1mmediately for the then—current frontrer

sattlement, to 1sclate themselveszs from the rest of

O
+.

d

coraty, aften 1ntending to or2ate a virtual YGermanv n

Amertoca’ ve.3., Hawgooed., 19779, pp. 97-22587 O 'Connor. 17s4d,
NE. GFewT

By the middle of tne nineteentn cesnturv., when Germnan
rmm:gration was nearing i1ts peak. the American frontier was

svnonvmous with the Mississipp: Valley (Tuwrner, 1920, pp.

1Z26-177). Mot swrprizinglv. this 18 where we +i1nd the

B

greatest concentration of budding German—American communities

during this period (Faust, 19&7, vol. 1, pp. 432-457;. Give

3

the sccial environment of the time, 1% 1s qQuite cbviocus whv
the Germans on the American frontier weould want to create
@, Gaerman—~likez setbtlements. There was a profound
desire to distinguish themselves from their 0ld World
relations, while aopenly concearned to establisn a sense of

1dentity di

H

tinct fram their assimilated German—American
compatriotse 1n the eastern states of America. As one astute
wrr-iter has noted:

Condibiens prevairling in both Germanvy and America
at the time favored the rise of a Germanism which
in the isolation of the Western frontier frequently
sought to further its cause independent not onlv of
Amertcan influences buh alsao of contacte with the
alder German culture of the East. We are dealing
with the rise of a unique German crvilization
which, sometimes divided against itself, did noct
begin to integrate with American culture untal the
national crisis of the Civil War (Schneider, 1939,
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D. v, also see pp. Z7-T0).

For the purpases of the present studvy, however. we shall
1gnore the settlement frontirer of the entire American
Middle West-—-"the German—-American heartland"” 0'Connor, 1948,
n. 31 alsc zese Jdohnson., 1981 -—-and i1nstead foous our
attention on the state of Missour: alone, where Carl Sauer
was born and rairsed.
Nineteenth Century German Settlement in Missouri

Duwring the earlyv part of the last centurv, the
Germans constitutad but a small percentage af the total
population of the present state of Missour:. In 1804,

11818
»1

— -
/ [}
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Mizsouwri's population was probablv nao more than
(Shortridge. 12803, p. &57). most of whom were of American or
French background U.S. census figuwes cited 1n Anderson.
1977, p. 1332 . By 1813, the French continusd to dominate as
the largest "+oreign’ element of the state., the remainder
being "a few Germans of negligible influence, a few Irish,
and a growing majaority of Americans.. .. {(Anderson, 1937, p.
1672). When Missowri officiallv became a state in 1821, the
Bermans st1ll represented a small fraction of the state’s
total population of nearlvy 70,000 (Hawgood, 1370, p. 109,
But the numbers were soon to increase, at times dramatically.
Althaough German—speaking pecoples settled in what is
presently Missouri asg early as the 1770s (Ellis, 1929, pp.

68-4%), 1t was not until the late—-1820s and the early- to



82
m:1d—-1830s that the state’= German population began to grow in
sizable numbers. Some claim that the flood of Germans into
Missouri was primarily due to the influence of Gottfried
Duden (e.g., Hawgaod., 1270, pp. 23-24: BGerlach., 1976b pp.
14-15% and O’ Connor, 1968, pp. 68-70). Duden came to America
"to become a farmer”. He found his wav ta St. Louis in 1824
and soon thereafter migrated farther west, to what is todav
Warren Countvy, Missouri (see Chapter Four), immediately north
of the Misscuri River in the northeastern Ozarks (Kargau,
190035 cf. Schneider., 19239, pp. 15-158). Duden’s exaggerated
reports of Warren (originally a part of Montgomery) Countwv
attracted considerable influence in Germany {(Duden., 18Z9),
and he was undoubtedly guilty of convincing a large number of
German immigrants to make their wayvy to the newly-constituted
state of Missouri:
His [Duden®sl skillful pen mingled fact and
tiction, interwove experience and imagination,
pictured the freedom aof the forest and of
democratic institutions in contrast with the social
restrictions and political embarrassments of
Europe. Many thousands of Germans pondered over his
baoak and enthused over its sympathetic glow.
Innumerable resolutions were made to cross the
ocean and build for the present and succeeding
generations happy homes on the far—famed Missouri
{Faust, 19469, vol. 1, p. 441).

Duden was apparently responsible for the Giessener

Gesellschaft’s decision to migrate to Missouri, as they had

originally intended to settle in Arkansas (Hawgood, 1970, pp.

109-110). Likewise, as a result of what Duden had written,
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the Deutsche Gesellschaft of Philadelphia probably chose
a similar portion of Missouri for the establishment of its
"colony” in Hermann (see Bek, 1907). On the other hand, it
should be noted that Missouri was alsa the focus of "at least
a dozen other German—language travel bocks...by 1830"
{Gerlach, 1976a, p. 28), so Duden alone cannot be held
accountable for the thousands upon thousands of Germans who
chosze to make Missouri their destination. Whatever his
ultimate legacv may have heen to the "Show Me" state, it is a
fact that the German population grew steadily after the 1829
publication of Duden’s infamous book, and "during the third
decade of the nineteenth century Missouri became the mast
favored location for German settlers in the West" (Schneider,
1939, p. 1?). As early as 1837, the number of Germans moving
into distant Missouri was edceeded conly bv those migrating to
Ohio to the east (see Gerlach, 1976a., p. 35).

By the 1830s, segments of Missouri were beginning to
resemble authentic German "colonies" in terms of their ethnic
and social charactericsticsg. Ellis reports that in 1850 the
number of Missouri residents who were born in Germany had
already exceeded 44,000 (Ell:i1s, 1929, p. 126), and Missour:
was rapidly achieving the German flavor it would bear for the
next one-hundred years. In 1855, Oskar Falk>described what
he considered a "typical” German settlement in Missouri.

From his portrayal we note the degree of “Germanness" one
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might have encountered in the predominantly "German-American'
sections of the state:

The German settlements in the West are remarkable
for their completely German appearance and their
purely German atmasphere. While the German farmer
in Pennsvlivania is more accustomed to
Anglo—-American ways, and has sacrificed his native
language, or half of it at least, on the altar of
his new Fatherland., the German settlements in the
West have preserved their native colowing pure and
unmixed. You think that you are in a willage in
Germanv when vou set foot in one of these
settlements. The architecture of the houses, owing
of course to differences in climate is a little
different, but the household furnishings., the
family customs, the =tvle and method of plowing.
sowing and harvesting all remind one of Germany
{quoted i1n Hawgoaod, 1973, p. 130).
But early—-1830 was really only the beginning af the massive
German 1nflux inta Misspuwri. As noted earlier, most
"revoluticnary” Germans emigrated to the United States
several wvears atter the 1848 uprising. and those who made
Missouri their destination during this third "wave" began to
leave Germanvy on a predominantly group-wide basis. Bv
mid—century approx:mately three—fourths of the German
immigrants in St. Charles and Warren Countv {(Sauer's home)
could be traced back to a thirty-mile radius within
Westphalia, usually to the same few villages {(kKamphoefner,
1978:% Kamphoefner, 1282). In other words, by the 1830e,

German—American communities in Missouri were becoming more

than haphazard, circumstantial agglemerations aof German

immigrants;: they were often transplanted German villages on

American soil.



fetwaen 18%0 and 18e0. Serman tmmigrants virtually

noured 1nto MiEsSourl. Mew dectded not to zettle
uRraurtousl s o across the state hocwever. but tended to
conzantrate tnstead 1n Ehe rertiie, border areas 3+ bthe

GJrarts., notabk iy along the Missowr: and Mlssissiopl rilvars

DGernans 1m rernsylvanta sesned te orerer o ecstablishn theyr
compunlties 1n and near the linestorne areas (Turner., 190G1a).
ora2zumabl v due to the superiences of particular groups whe

wera Ffamilrar with a karst-lite topegrapiny 1n Sermanv. Thi=s

L

cabttern seamed to held true all across the country (see

Fauet, 19&¥, vol. 2, se. I34-77), and indesd much of Missgour:

Ae mentioned agcove, a large number of thaose entering
Misgour:r duwring this pericd headed immediately for the
Missour: Fiver arega whereg Duden nad already attracted
thousands with hise eloguent pen and his vivid 1magination.
20 heavilvy concentrated with German-speaking peocoples was the
gdistrict to become. that 1t would subsequently be desmed the

"Miesouw-t Hhinmeland® (Rafferty,

[

¥y . Faust notes that
"this Lareal was destined to become the centre of the most
widespread settlement of Germans west of the Mississippi”
{Faust, 1949, vol. 1, p. 444}, while another ‘writer

calculated that, by 1860, the Germans represented "probably
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more than two-thirds of the entire foreign population” of the
naorthern Missouri: Ozarks (Schultz, 1937, p. 79). Faust
specifically elaborates on the strong degree of German
influence in this riverine porticn of the state:

On both sides of the Miszouri Fiver, from its

mouth, a little to the north of St. Louirs. upward a

distance ot about 125 miles, all is German

territory. In all towns from St. Louils to Jefferson

Citv, such as St. Charles, Washington, Hermann,

Warrenton [Sauer’s home townl, Boonsville., and even

beyond and including Kansas Citv, the Germans are
very numerous, generallv comstituting over one half

of the population (Faust, 1949, vol. 1, p. 444).

In the countv where Sauer was born, he contends that, by
1872, "On the north side of the River the Germans numbered
nine tenths of the population in Warren County" {emphasis
added) <{(Faust, 1967, vol. 1, p. 4441 see Chapter Four}.

It is clear that Misscuri’s German population grew
at arn unprecedented rate between 1350 and 1870. Whereas
there were preobably less thar 45,000 Germane living in the
statez in 1830 who were born in Germanv (see above), the
number of native-born Germans climbed to nearly 114,000 by
1870 (Ellis, 1929, pp. 126 and 1525 in our study area of the
northern Ozark Border, the "foreign-born population...was
greater, proportionally, than in the state as a whale”
{(Collier, 1993, p. 50). Hence, while Faust’s estimate
{above) that Warren County was 90 percent German in 1870 may

be slightly exaggerated, it is certainly true that the region

was unquestionably Germanic in character. In fact, it has
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been found that the population of some towns in this
"Rhineland" region were actually 1Q0 percent Berman at the
time (e.qg., Johnson, 1951, p. 13). Even today, many towns in
the Missouri (Ozarks exhibit considerable evidence of their
deep German heritage (e.g.. Gerlach, 1976a, especially pp.
59-1093%: also see Gerlach, 1973). Some communities, like
Hermarnn, Missouri, for instance, are still distinctively
Germanic in both appearance and culture (see Roueché,

1982, pp. S9-86): at least as late as the 1930s, German
continued to function as the preferred language in Hermann
{Bratton and Langendoerfer, 1931).
The Sauer Family

Carl Sauwer’sg father, {(William) Albert Sauer,
emigrated to the United States from the southh of Germany in
1865, apparently due to his poor health. Lithle is known
about the elder Sauer before he arrived in Warrenton, or
indeed even why he eventually chose to settle in Missouri.
He moved to Warrenton i1n 1866, but returned to Germany in
1868 to attend to his ailing mother. He then journeyed back
to Warrenton in 1873 where he married Rosetta J. Vaosholl
{sister of Henry Vosholl, see Chapter Five) three vears later
(Central Wesleyan Star, 1918b).

In 1881, (William) Albert and Rosetta Sauer had their
first child, (Henry) Albert. Like his father, (Henry) Albert

Sauer (1881-19346) availed himselt of a higher education. He
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attended Central Weslevan College, the local college in
Warrenton where his father taught music and French {(see
Chapters Four and Five). Unlike his father, however, H.
Albert simply was not "cut out” for an academic career. He
became first a "skilled machinist" and later turned to
farming. In 19046 he married MNellie Faul {(1880-19462) of
Alton, Illinoise., and thev remained together, childless, until
his earlv death 1n 1934 (Warrenton Banner, 193é6b). It seems
as though H. Albert Sauer mav have inherited his father’s
penchant for peor health. The vounger Sauer was frequently
11! and eventuallv died following a long—-term "lymphatic
infection" {(Warrenton Banner., 1336a). Bevond these few zcant
biographical detailes verv little is known of the Sauers’
tirst son.?

In the 1880s and *20=. the Sauers held a moderatelvy
respectable position in the small communitv of Warrenton.
Thev were not rich, nor did they own a great deal of land.
Sauver Sr., however, was head of the Department of Music at
Central Weslevan College and a man of high profile within the
local academic community. As a college professor, he enjoved
a measure of prestige similar to the so-called "German
Mandarins” of the Fatherland during this period (see, for
example, Ringer. 19469% Paul, 1984). Professors were highly
revered and théy carried an air of distinctioen, an honor

accorded them by the mere fact that they were academicians in
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an age when higher education was of great repute (see Chapter
Fivel. It has been noted that William Sauer had several
offtere aof emplovment from a number of more "prestigious
universities", but he declined each one due ta "a strong
commi tment” to Central Weslevan (E.S., FitzSimmons tc M.S.
Fenzer, October 16 and October 27, 1984, personal
correspondence; also see Kenzer, 1788b) and a similar
devotion to the local German—American community at large.

Mr=. Sauer., a teacher "for several years" prior to
her marriage, was likewise a highly respected citizen of
Warrenton. Affectionatelyv known locally as "Mother Sauer'
Warrenton Banner, 1242), she was hardly the inconspicusus
"housewife' we might assume or expect under similar
circumetances.® In short, the Sauer familv was a
“step above" the mors tvypically "average", contemporary
German—American family af Warren Countvy. At the twn of the
century, for example, when the Sauvers had returned from a
three—-vear stav in Germany, the local newspaper would hail
their arrival for all Warrentonians to read, announcing
praudly that "Prof. A.W. [sic] Sauer and his estimable
family" were now back home {(Warremton Herald, 1901).

The family {(and particularly W. Albhert Sauer) remained
spiritually linked to their German heritage. In countless
letters between Carl Sauver and his parents, ®he subject of

Germany and Berman culture would arise. Until 1918, all
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letters among family members were i1n the German language. At
the outbreak of World War [, the correspoandence

understandablvy turned to the German situation and little else

seaemed to matter to the Sauers. Sauer Sr.. bern 1n Beiltnstein

TRaemst

i

1y, Bermany and ever—-fornd of hiz homeland., was perhaps
the archetvpical German academic of his @ra (see Kenzer.
19€5by . Undoubtedlv American 1n his alleqgirance, his
s.mpatnies remairned wihth the Fatherlarnd ti1ll the end. On the
anniversary of his twentvy—f1fth vear of service to Central
Weslevan Colleqge. the school newspaper ran a short tribute te
their ecsteemed profecssor: "I+ we were to describhe him to cur
readers’” the author . s) wrote, "we would firsgt gf all mention
his upright German character..." (College Star., 1898b).
According to a celleague who paved homace to the elder Sauer
immedr atelv fellowing hies death, (William) Albert was
describead as “"the best that the religious and educational
lire of the Sermanv of other davs produced....” (Central
Weslevan Star, 1918b). On the eve of Carl Sauer’s birth., a
tair apprarsal of the Sauer familv would suggest that a
etrong religiouws leaning and a heavv. nineteenth—-centurwy
German Weltanschzuung were predominant. Little

acculturation had taken place in Warrenton, Missocur: in the
1880s and “?F0s, and the Sauer family cannot seriocusly be

wamined outside of this strong Germanic context.
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Prelude to Carl Sauer’s First Milieu: A Summary

In 1889, when the Sauers bore their second child,
Carl Ortwin, there was of course no way of predicting what
hie interests might be or what sort of person Carl would
become. There was no way of telling whether he would be
inclined to pursue a practical vocaticon like his older
braother. or whethér his verve would carry him into an
academic career such as his father and his father’s father
enjoved {see Beinsteiner Heimatblatt, 1920, p. 4). No one
could accurately forecast that the voungest Sauer would
amount to anvything at alli his precociousness {(see kKenzer,
1985c: Chapter Five) would not have been evident at so early
an age. However, given the intellectual and cultural milieu
he was born into, given the social climate of late-nineteenth
century Warren County., Missouri, and considering the academic
bent of Carl®s mother and father, one can begin to speculate
on the likelihood of Carl’s world view being significantly
different from what he would soon encounter in this first
experience with "reality”, and the probability that Carl’s
character, vis-a-vis a more distinctly "American®
vouth, would be very much different from his peers in
Warrenton.

The Warren County into which Carl Sauer would soon be
born was decidedly Germanic in flavor. While accurate

figures are non—existent,® I believe it is safe to



assert that the county was predominantlyv German before the
turn of the century (see Chapter Four: Kamphoefner, 1978;
Kamphoefner, 1982), and that Warrenton, the county seat, was
undeniably a German—-American community. As we have seen
above, for several reasons Missourli became a preferred area
for German i1mmigrants settling west of the Mississippi River
and that, conseqguently., today this northern part of the
Missouri Ozarks 1s deemed the "Missouri Rhineland". 8¢ the
verv least, we can sav that someone born into the Warrenton
milieu at this time world have had a preponderance toc emulate
his German-American neighbors., more sa than anv other ethnic
or cultural group. As we shall see i1n Chapter Five, the
Warrenton intellectual climate was indeed Germanic in a
more—than—passing fashion. Central Weslevan College, where
Carl Sauer would matriculate and receive two undergraduate
diplomas and where his father taught music and French, was,
in essence, an outgrowth of the third “wave" of German
"intellectual” emigrants (outlined above) wha fled to
America—-—literally, an American college in the tradition of
the German Kollegium {(Haselmaver. 19460). At the time of
Saver’s birth, the community was rich in German culture and
this local college was the embodiment of that culture in the
remote Missouri Oxarks (see Chapter Four).

It is not suggested that, by merely amalyzing his

peer—-group milieu and the society and the culture of



Warrenton, we can then extrapclate what Carl Sauer’s
childhoad ideas aor experiences must have been like. We are
mindful of the fallacy of adopting a purelyvy contextual
approaach Diggins., 1984). ({The details surrounding Sauer’s
rntellectual development shall be treated in Chapters Four
and Fivel also see kKenzer, 198B3a: Kenzer, 198%Sb). Rather,
the present chapter was designed to give background, flavor.
and circumstance, to show what the predominant local social
climate was like at the time of hie birth. This chapter has
suggested the lipifts to a voung man®s possible

experiences when born at this specific time., 1n this specitic
place. The abilitv to utilize those "limits" effectivelv,
howaver., was something that onlv the child himself could
determine, tempered, of course, by his family and his
friends’® persuasion. Ultimatelv, as we shall see in the
tollowing two chapters., it was Carl Sauer alone who
determined how he would use the Warrenton miliew to his own
advantage——which characteristics he would adopt or amend., and

which he would guestion and reject.
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CHAPTER THREE NOTES

Paorticons of chapters three and five., especially those
germane to W.A. Sauer, will be published a=s "lLike Father,
Like Sonit William Albert and Carl Ortwin Sauer”™ in M.S5.
Kencer (ed.) Carl Sauer--8 Tribute, Uregon State

University Press: Corvalis, 1985 (Kenzer, 1985b).

In 1972, Sauer wrote to William Speth, exclaiming "In the
vears [ worked in The Loop [in Chicagol I read German
gengraphers evenings who were doing what I wanted and when
I came to Berkelev I put 1t together as the Morphology of
Landscape" (C.0. Sauer to W.W. Speth., March I, 1972,
S.F.). From this sentence, Speth has argued that Sauer’s
major introduction to German gecgraphical thought came
from his Chicage period {(W.W. Speth to M.S. Kenzer,
February 23, 1983, personal correspondence)., though his
views are now shifting {cf. Speth, 1985). Speth is
probably voicing what most geographers believe ta be true
about Sauer: that his concept of the cultural landscape

was ignited at Berkeley through his close‘association with

anthrepaologists Robert Lowie and Alfred kKroebher. His
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German background i=s seen as peripheral, if not
insignificant, to his futwe intellectual directions (most
clearly expressed in Duncan, 19803%1 Jackson, 198031 and
Williams, 198357 cf. Kenzer, 1983a’. In part, this
perspective 1s due to the fact that Sauver referred to a
paper bv Kroeber i1n his "morphology! essay {(Sauer, 1225,
p. 92). Yet, in the very next sentence of Sauer's 1972
letter to Speth, he recalls that "The asscciation with
Froeber and Lowie came later [after the "Morphologv of
lL.andscapel". Moreover, John Lexchlv, who worked with
Sauer i1n both Ann Arbor and Berkeley, has privatelv
declared that Sauer®s "view of gecgraphv” was i1ndependent
of his "knowing kKroeber and Lowie in Berkeley." Leighly
says that "certainlvy they [Kraoeber and Lowiel had little
influence on him in the first year he was here, when he
was werking on...the Morphology of Landscape. He had
acquired most of the idea=z he expressed there from his
reading of the German geographers....The cultural
landscape was not a part of the [Berkelevyl
anthropeoleogists® steck of ideas Lthenl" (J. Leighly to

M.S. Kenzer, August 7, 1984, persconal correspondence?.

I rely a good deal on Mack Walker’s masterly study for
this particular section (Walker, 1964). As a complement
to Walker, specifically with regard to emigration from

Westphalia to Misscuri, see Kamphoefner, 1978 and
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Kamphaoefner., 1982.

By 1844, however, Prussia as a whole began to experience a
agreater degree of emigration than annual immigration

{Archdeacon., 1983, p. 44:).

The German "revolution” of 1848 was, of course, only one
aof numerous Ewrcpean soci1al uprisings which occurred
hetween 1848 and 184%. This, in part. accounts far the
large number of individuals who chose to emigrate to the
Mew World, rather than to cther parts of Europe during
this generally unsettled pericd. It also suggests a
possible explanation for the small number of those who
actually returned to Bermany after the nation achieved a
degree of stability. The entire European political
environment was fragile and many feared that additional
hostilities might arise. For an introduction to the
overall BEuropean situation at the time, the following
sources are helpful: Fejtd, 1948B: Maurice, 194%9:

Robertson, 1952: Stearns, 1974,

Johneon has indicated that Germans were more evenly
dicstributed acrass America than all other "foreign born

groups” by 1870 {(Johnson, 1951, p. 3).

John Leighly, Carl Sauer®s friend and colleague for over

fifty years, does not mention the existence of Sauer’s
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polder brother in either of the two lengthy reminiscences
he wrote following Sauer’™s death in 1975 (Leighly, 19743
Leighly, 1978a). In a subsequent letter, Leighly has
acknowledged that he never even knew that there was an
older brother until after Carl Sauer had died (J. Leighly

to M.S. Kenzer, March 23, 1983, personal correspondence)!

For an interesting account of some of the differences
between American—born women and their contemporary
German—American counterparts, see Billigmeier, 1974, pp.
b6-68% cf. Faust, 1969, vol. 2, pp. 448-464. Also see the
more recent article on stereotypes of German-American

women in Missouwri by Fickle (198%5).

Unfortunately, Warren County records are rather poor.

When I was in Warrenton 1 tried to examine the extant
material for the early period, but much of it i3z either
missing or water—damaged. Land records (deed books), for
instance, had been stored in the humid basement af the
court house for many yvears. Thus many of these books were
illegible and moldy, while many others are simply lost ar
misplaced. A similar account could be told for the rest

aof the early Warren County archival material.



CHAPTER FOUR:

CARL SAUER AND THE WARRENTON CULTURAL MILIEU

Introduction

Carl Sauer was born and raised in Warrenton,
Missouri. At the turn of the century, Warrenton was a
distinctly German-American community and the fifteen and
one—-half years Sauer spent in Warrenton were, decidedly, a
strong influence on his life. Excepting the three years he
lived in Calw, Wirttemberg (1898-1901).2 the
Warrenton social and intellectual environment served as
Sauer’s frame of reference. Lite in Warrenton, to a
considerable degree, seems to have set the stage for his
future aoutlook and intellectual development.

Sauer acquired his basic world view from his first
milieu which, in turn, conlored his subseguent understanding
and interpretation of reality. While it is of course
impossible to claim that any one milieu alone can influence a
person entirely—-—i.e., that no later changes or ideas can
come about irrespective of this one critical
environmaent—-—some do make this claim. Indeed., the bulk of

psychohistory is predicated on this very point: An

78
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individual’s beliefs, directions, and actions can all be
traced back ta his or her earliest milieux.?®

FPsvchohistorians assert that our childhood and
adolescent vyears, the formative period of our lives, are, to
lesser and greater degrees, directly responsible for a
s1gnificant percentage of our subseguent beliets, opinions,
atti1tudes., and therefore our actions. Their claim is that we
must fully understand the unigue, fundamental set of
circumstances that went into the "creation” of a person’s
earliest development., if we are ever to account for that
person’s behavior at anv ensuing point 1n time. Historian
Peter Loewenberg presents a convincing case for a
psvchohistorical approach, arguing that "psvchohistorv....1s
devel opmental ~—stressing the longitudinal growth and
adaptation of the person, including events and learned
behavicors +from infancy, childhood, adolescence, and young
adul thood" {(Loewenberg, 1983, p. 13). In addition to
historians, however, numerous psvchiatrists and
psvchoanalvsts also practice a variant of
psvchohistory,.* likewise arguing that we must treat
past personalities as historical patients, utilizing theories
that derive, in the main, from peychecanalysis.?

This study, of course, is not an exploration in
psychohistory. I am neither eager nor qualified to conduct

such a study. Nevertheless, it is mvy belief (and I carry
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this assumption throughout the course nof this thesis) that a
person’s first milieu becomes a vital component of that
individual’®s ever-lasting cultural and intellectual baggage.
1 am becoming increasingly convinced that this first
environment——a combination of specific social, cultural, and
intellectual encounters, indentifiable and open to
explication——-defines, in large measure, the very way we
relate to and interpret our subsequent day-to-day
experiences. While it is not suggested that this initial
milieu "determines” our {future world view (in the sense that
1t prescribes and/or inh2bits our choices), it 1s
argued that i1t colors it to a considerable degree.
Consciously or subconsciously, it remains a part of our
naetic development-—a lens, by which and through which, we
examine and explain the world around us. The purpose of this
fourth chapter, therefore, is to accentuate the most
consplcocuous aspects of Sauver™s first cultural milieu: a
focus on Warrenton, Missouri and the social climate he
encountered and experienced as & child and adolescent. We
will use biographical detail to present a portrait of this
initi1al German—American environment which was also the home
of the now defunct Central Wesleyan College, Sauer’s
undergraduate alm»a pater.
Warren County, Missouri, 1880-1910

Like most of southeastern Missouri, Warren County®s



phvsical geoaqraphy retlecte its limestone bedrock and

O
-+

nuwner-ous examples karst topographvy abound. Si1tuated
immedl atelv north of the Missouwrt River and a few score miles

west of St., Louwis, most of the 475 sguares amilez of Warren

County Raftfarty, Gerlach, and Herbec., 1970, p. 713 of,
FRemmert, et al., 1974, gp. 0 lie hetwesn 41 and Ju) seet

abeve sea level (Fafferty, 19927 c+. Coliier, 1933, p. L4).
In an average vear, more than forty inches of ratn will fall
across the countv and =npow 13 not uncommon during bSlusterw
winters, In Zauer’s era, nearlv o3 percent of Warren Countwy
was still 1n full timber, the majoritvy being a combination of
hickary, pine. and white cal +orecsts (Shant: andg Zon., 190243
Fatfertv, 1982).

Warren Countv was one or several counties which
constirtuted "The Missowr:i Rhineland" region during the
nineteenth and early-twentieth centuwries (FRatfertw, 198737 see
Chapter Three). At the time of Carl Sauver’'s birth—-—December,
L188%9~—there were approximately 10,000 pecple residing i1n the
county and over I0 percent were of German origini the
percentage who spoke German was 1ndeed much higher (Raffertvy,
Gerlach, and Herbec, 1970, p. 123 cf. Ratfertv, 1982 and
Faust, 1949, vol. 1). Thig was the part of Micssouri where
Duden chose to settle and write about. an area supposedly
similar to portions of souwthern Sermany. Conseguently., manw

Germans were aware of the area long before they set foot in
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America, and manv emigrated explicitlv to take up land here.
[romicallv, a large number of Westphalians {from the
northweset of Germanv! decirded to make Warren Countyv their new

hame also kamphbcetner, 19733 kamphoefner, 1992). The countyv

]

was orfiocrally organized en January 3. 1337, 1mmediatelv
prior to the Serman influw, and named for the American
patriot Ur. Josepn Warren {Eaton. 12132, p. 71,

Hetween 1880 and 12iu-—a peri1od that includes the
twentv or o vears that Sauer lived 1n Mizsouri-—Warren
Count s witnessed few overall changes. The paopulation
remained fairlv rural. averaging nearlv twentv pecple per
square mile iFRemmert, et al.. 1974, p. 1), Elack zettlers
never accounted +ftor more than L2 percent of the population,
and accordinglvy this German—american countv weuld vete

q

epublican with uncannyvy consistency (Raffertv, 1983). As one

T

et the wealthiler counties 1n the Missour: Qzarks——of course

the entire Ozark

il

reqron was {and still 1s) one of the most
distressed areas of the country——social conditions in Warren
County were never as severe as elsewhere (Rafferty, 1780».
In general, the Warren Countv that Sauer was born into and
the region he would freguentlv remember from his vouth., was

an extremely stable place where change was gradual at

Warrenton, Missouri: Sauer’s Birthplace .

The county seat and geographical center of Warren
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County is Warrenton. First platted in 1835 and named after
the county (Eaton. 19218, p. 71). this was Sauer®s birthplace
and thiz was where he spent the better part of his childhood
and adolescent vyears. At the turn of the century, Warrenton
and its sister conmunity of Truesdale represented a true
central place for that northern section of the "Rhineland"
district and Warrenton functioned as a service center for the
entire countv. Selected as the onlv scheduled passenger stop
in Warren County, Warrenton benefited tremendouslyv once the
Morth Missowri Railroad was extended 1n 1857 Schowengerdt,
1976, p. 140).

Bv national standards Warrenton was still rural in
18990, but locally it was esteemed a bustling anmd important
urban—like settlement. The town centained nearly one-third
of the pepulation cof Elkhorn Township (Remmert, et al.., 1974,
p- 24) and its main street-—Hoone’s Lick Road--was a
veritable mile and one—half of non—stop activity. Semi-urban
conveniences such as a photograph gallerv and a
twenty~four—-hour livery stable (Schowengerdt, 1976, p. 131)
were found on Boone’s Lick Road as earlv as the 1880s. As
the site of the first organized bank in Warren Countv (1872),
the township®s turn—-of—-the—-century population of 2,530
(Rafferty, BGerlach, and Herbec, 1970, p. 77) cannoct be
considered rural relative to the immediate area. Compared to

major contemporary cities like Chicago or St. Louis,
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Warrenton was indeed rural. But in terms of the surrounding
countryside it was a highly prosperous community and its
well-being was reflected in its range of services,
particularly after 1835 when selected as the county seat
(Histary of St. Charles, Montgomery and Warren Counties,
1885, pp. 10466—10469). In sum, Warrenton was a thriving
settlement by 1890 and not one of the stereotyped, "backward"
Missouri communities normally associated with the (Ozarks (see
Rayburn, 1941).

There was a strong sense of community in Warrenton—-a
common characteristic of the predominantly ethnic settlements
on the Middle Horder (Atherton, 19543 Sauer, 1263)—--that was
more pervasive than i1n other Midwestern service centers.

Town members would frequently gather for street parties and
Sauer would later recount, in his correspondence, the loss he
felt when neo longer able to partake in these affairs. On
certain occasi1ons, such as when friends would either depart
from or arraive in Warrenton, large numbers of local residents
would congregate at the train station to bid the esteemed
travelers farewell or to greet them upon their return
{(kenzer, 1985a). Raised in such an intimate environment, it
is evident why Sauer was ambivalent toward urban culture and
instead, to recall John Leighly®s telling remark, favored an
"appreciation of simple people living in close contact with

inorganic nature and in symbiosis with plants and animals”
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missionaries, teachers, medical men, lawyers and businessmen'
{(Haselmayer, 1960, p. 211).

Central Wesleyan College was a bhilingual institutions
instruction was initially in both English and German.
College personnel took great pride in the strong
German-1anguage component of the school and in its authentic
Germanic educational standards. Embedded in the text of a
county history published four short years before Sauver was
born, we read that the "distinctive feature” of Central
Wesleyan was its devotion to a bilingual education. It ie
worth gquoting from this publication at some length, in arder
to convey the sense of Germanism prevalant in this small
Midwestern college:

A characteristic feature nof the college is the
special attention it pays to German. The German
language is indispensable to the business man, the
lawyer and the physician. Young men and ladies who
are able to speak, write, or teach German, are
preterred in many wvocations of life, and therefore
caommand higher salaries. The facilities of the
college for giving students not only a theoretical,
but a practical mastery of the language are
unequaled by any college in the West. The majority
of the students, so far, are of German parentage.
German is used as a medium of instruction in about
one—fourth of the classes. One of the four literary
sacieties, Germania Verein, conducts its exercises
entirely in the German language. All of the
professors speak German, and four af them
finished their education in Germany. Up to the vyear
of 1881, none but German catalogues were published,
since then catalogues are issued in both German and
English [(emphasis addedl {(History of St. Charles,
Montgomery and Warren Counties, 1885, p. 1076).

Thirty years hence, it would appear as though Central
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Weslevan®s {(and seeminglv Warrenton’s) ambience had changed
vervy little. Frank Bernstort$, Professor of German at
Nerthwestern University, would write in 1216:

I regard C.W.C. as a good scheeol for learning
German. There 13 a German atmesphere at C.W.Z. that
most scheols can not have. Students who wish bt
hear German cutside of the schoolroom at C.W.C. mav
2aztly ava:l themselves of this cpportunitv....l
think about &0 per cent of the total number of
students here enrclled in the College of Liberal
Arts do work 1n the German Department (Central

Weslevan Star., 1%71s. p. 7.
There zeems to be little reascn to doubt that the i1nstitution

was birlingual in everv sense.

o

v 19183, however, with the attermath of World War I
and because of the 111 feelings in America toward Germanv,
the governing board of Central Weslevan was forced bo excise
a large portion of the German program {including all
published materials) (Central Weslevan Star, 1918a, pp. 8-7?.
It was at this point. with the elimination of the college’s
especial Germanic character, that it began to lose 1ks
raizon 37 dtre. It was ironic and indeed sad that

an nstitution founded 1n part to serve the needs of one war,

-

would then lose its usefulness as a cansequence of a second
war f{(see Kenzer, 1984). Bv 1925, the institution’s Berman
character was completely lost {(Wolff, 1957:. By the outbreak
af World War II, Central Weslevan was at the mercy of
"outside" opinion and farled to fulfill its original

function. In 1241, with little of its Bermanic heritage
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remaining. the then Yjr. college"” was forced to close i1ts
doors (Haselmaver, 19s4, p. 41).

Sauer’s Undergraduate Interests and Social Milieu
Sauer’s axperiences 1n Warrenton included involvement

1n the Epworth tLeague, a societv devated to "Christian

“+
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The Epworth League was primarily a

Methodist-based, missignarv—like assaciration that served to

oy
3
u
faz
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tiran brotherhocod through singing. pravers,
tecstimonials, and oratorical presentations (Harmon, 1974:.

A= an adiunct Sundav School aof seort=z=. the League was a common
entityvy across Christian America during the first decade of
the present centuw v (Wagenknecht, 1982, p. $3). Although 1t
was not a cellege organization per se, the League enjoved a
tenuous relationship with the College Chweoh and Sauer jcined

as an undergraduate. One descriptiorn ot the lLeague

fi

characterized it as "the one organization...in which the
voung people of the chuwech., commumityv, and college cooperate
in the culture of the spir:tual life, the awalkening of
interest for foreign and home missions, the doing of
practical mercy and help work and the upbuilding of the
Fingdom of Christ" {(Fulse, 19%31:. It is 1nteresting that
Sauer, who later 1n his life found little satisfaction in
organized religion (see kKenzer, 1983b)., was affiliated with
such a ze=alous, church-related organization. . Then again,

thiz was indicative of Sauver’s tendency either to embrace or



rarecht entirely hiz heritage. Hooson has cerceptively noted
the degree to which SDausr’s gast was meortant to him. "aven
1# only to react against....ne wmas alwave verv conscious of
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kenrer, 193Za. p. IsHat Walter. 190G, He

rever forgot thpse exceriences and. as garlv as 1909, woula

i

axclatm bnat "The call o+ bthe countrv editor 13 strorng upon

me again, tne verv smell of a printing affice lures me” (C.0.
Sauer to L.L. Schowengerdt. Octaoger I, 1909). It was hig
garly "inside” view of bthe publiszhing i1ndustry that provided
him with the necessary confidence to leave school and to seek
a career other than the cone he had originallv 1ntended to
pursue. He newver recelved that hig "break'" he had haoped for,
but he did tind related work with The Municipal Art League of
Chicage and he later did editorial work for the Rand McMally
Company (see Leighlv, 197&., p. 338).

Sauer and Goethe .

One further note on Sauer’®s academic experiences and



1ntellectual

—

here. His activitiesz at

and devoted participation in the Goethenia Sccirety ¢

19 D04d4i Kenrcer

organised
L1 ba=rary

one nembers,

e

the Goethenian Scocienv

In addiftion to Frick. Sauver’s

Chapter Five:. was

the Societv in 1871

some point in 1ts nastory,

the name and the arganization

In March,

John H.

(Mavnard.,

=

Constitution
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development as an undergraduate needs to be made

Central Weslevan included membership

e

129830h) . The Sociretv was first

-

1ts mname "the Goethenian

7

1871, under pressure +rom

Frick {(see Chapter Five:,

name was changed and the arganization was incaorporated as

1884.° 12-13,.

0p.

=

uncle., Henrv Vosheoll (see

also listed as aone of the incorporators of

and Bv—Laws., 1875, p. 4

final "n" was dropped from

thereatter simplv reterred

to as the GCoethenia Societv.

The Goethenia Society was the oldest and most revered

of all literary =pcietiss at the college. The Societv’e

purpocse was to read and discuss the writings of Goethe and

others, and occasionallyv thev held private (and sometimes

public) debates on contemporary i1ssues. Thevy met weeklv 1n

their awn hall and generally non—memberes were excluded from
all meetings. In 1907, Sauer and William L. Morsey, Jr.

debated two other Goethenia members behind closed doors on
the topic "FRoosewvelt was justifiable [s1cl im his actions on

the Brownsville affair'. Sauer and Morsey argued the
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negative side but lost (Record of the Goethenia Sccietv.
1395-1908, p. 431).

The Socretv’e main function was debating, bv which
the members would hecome experienced nublic gpeakerz and
auick thinkers, In the words of cne member., 1ts greatest
asset was 1ts abilitv Lo help members "to overcome that
peculiar fear of cseld conscicueness that tends to take
possession of one whe 13 making a public [presentationl...”
Fulse, 19137, lLrbkewrze., 1n 1904, Saver and Faul W.
Wipperman {(a fellow Geoethenian: wrote:

The literary societies are one of the most
mportant and one might also sav, necessarv
eatures in a college. Thus i1t 18 in C.W.C. Withcut
course of training i1n one or tne other of the
iterarv sccreties of the college, a student’®s
aqucation would be 1ncamplete. It is here that 1t
= made passible for him to develop the literarvy
side ot hiz nature. A term ot cervice in one of the
societies, will soon rid bimselt of his inborn
stage fright. He learns to face and [s1c] audience
deliberately and coolv. In the debates he learns to
make discrimination with the acuteness eof a lawver.
The essavs and arations he is called upon to
deliver help him to learn to express his thoughts
fitlv and to the point, and alsc furnish occasion
for literarv research work, and thus acguaint him
with the thoughts of others and widen his views on
the subjects {Sauer and Wipperman, 19046, p. 11).

R

-

We know that at least one former initiate used his Goethenian
wperi1ence to his benefit, becoming an Illingis congressman
in 1904 {(Pulse, 1923). It was an all-male association until
1213, at which time women were finally permitted to join

(FPulse, 1929).

Sauer toock his membership in Goethenia sericusly. He
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held various positions in the Society including music
director, secretary, corresponding secretary, and vice
president. While it is always difficult to ascertain the
effects of an organization on its members, in Sauer’s case he
provides us with a record of his impressions of the
worthwhileness of the Society. For those familiar with
Sauer s published works and his ever—present insistence on a
geaography where the only constant is process or continual
change (especially, Sauer, 1241a), the following statement
made while he was an active member of Goethenia should have
particular significance:

One thing is evident, that Goethenians believe in
living life for all there is in it, and there is
something doing in evervy session of this society.
Ferfection is not our boast in the present state,
but. we are aiming high 1n the realm of morality and
of learning. Our errors are but guide-posts to the
final goal. The eternal law of nature that all
things are subject to change, 1s borne out in
Goethenia [emphasis addedl (Sauer, 1%907).
The notion of an "eternal law of natuwre" where "all things
are subject to change" has a striking resemblance to Sauer’™s
later concept of historical geography and morphological
changeil it surely tells us a good deal about the origin of
his outleook on geography. Moreover, these exact words
{emphasized above) seem to have come from Goethe himself (see
Ungar, 1943, pp. 24-203). Two years hence, at a time when

Sauer was contemplating a move from Evanston to Chicago, he

would use almost the very same expression in a somewhat
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romanticized moment of undergraduate reminiscing!

««asLGraduationl] weelk a stranger spoke grand words
to us, lined up betore himi after that we stood
upon the stage, receiving a roll of parchment from
the hands of the president, and then it was all
over. and now, others have taken ow places, and
the schocl doeen’t even seem to notice 1ts less., O+
caourse, 11 & desultery fasnion. as our Alma Mater
zhe will ever remember us. but we "den’t beleng’
any more, and even 1+ we have not as vet passed ocur
first anniversary, a vyear ago 1S ages
back....5trange how the college-vell peals. whereas
1t used to draone =o! Anad we will find that we have
been dav-dr=2aming. and that the old davs at C.W.C.
are gone for good. And now we begin to see how good
those davs were.

The law of eternal change is demonstrating
itself upon us. but mav this be onlv upon our
condirtions, for our hearts shall remain true to
each other and to the institution which gave us not
anlv learning., but the principles of i1nspired
living, however far we may fall short of them
Cemphasis addedl iSauer, 1909).

One wonders whether Goethe himself could have expressed the
came sentiment so eloguentiyv! In Chapter Five we shall
discover how Goethe’s conception of morpholegical change and
culture histaorv are evident 1n Sauer’s garly works,
Saucer and Warrenton: A Summary

It deserves mention that Sauer’s experiences 1n
Warrenton did not revalve solely around religious,
intellectual, and career-minded pwsuitts. A preoccupation
with sports seems to characterize most youths, and Sauer was
no exception. Described in the Central Weslevan yearbaoock as
"a walking encvclopedia of praofessional base ball! who “"can
give instant information on parentage, natimn;lity, age,

earlyv educational advantages, personal appearances, batting
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average and future prospects of anv base bhall plaver in
e1ther league” \Walter, 1908, Saver’s intersst 1n
baseball! and sonorts of all kinde persisted for
most of his life (see Hewes, 1983, p. 140, He was a member
o+ the "altarnative2” tennis team at Central Weslevan (=zee
henrer, 1985%a, o. 267y, and he attended sporiting events of
every sogrt--tootball, paseball. baskethall. and others——while
a stucdent at Morthwestern and at the Universitv of Chicago.
He maintalined a keen tnterest in athletices and sought to keep
1 shape with a weekly game of tennis. an evening of 1ce
skating 1n wintertine, and an cccasional swim 1n Lake

Michigan when later livinag in the Chicago area.

-t

n terms ot cultuwral influences. it weuld be focolicsh
to suggest that warrenton, Mizsouri was anvthing less than a

it

Cerman "colonv” at the twn af the centurv. The Missour:
Fhineland was =sti1l1l predominantlv GBerman and would remain =sa
until at least World War I. Ay cnild born 1n Warren County
prior ko 1200, and especially one of Germanic heritage, could
hardly be considered tvpically American in this sense. To
have been born 1ntoc a familv such as Sauer’®s however, where a
strong emational link to the Fatherland was ever—-present (see
Chapter Five), certainly had to have a marked and significant
effect on that child. It ie therefore with little wonder

that one German—American scholar would refer to Sauer as "an

intellectual bridge between two continents" (Douglas. 1939,
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p. 2501 nor does it seem strange that a fellow geographer
would consider Sauer “"the medium ot transference” between
Cerman— and English-speaking geographers {(Dickinson, 1939. p.
4, Born tn the American Midwest, he was ratsed and educated
1in the culture of soubtnsrn Germansy. It was this background
and hig garly evperiencee 1n both Warrenton and Calw., Germany

rhat would "shape!' Sauer and forsver color his world viesw.

3 we shall

it

e 1n Chapter Six, he continually compared his
immedi ate swroundings to both Calw and Warrenton. Mo

interpretation of his published works, regardless of the time

-t

theyvy were written., can +axl te take these facts i1nte account.
In the following chapter we will lock at the C.W.C.
faculty and scome of the micro-level aspects af Sauer’'s
undergraduate training at Central Weslevan. We will begin to
understand how the Warrentcen milieu influenced Sauer’s
academic training. and., furthermore. haow it later served as
hi1s point of retfterence, not aonlv culturally, but
intellectually as well. By focusing on his undergraduate
education, and by calling attention ta those i1ndividuals who
helped Sauer realize and develop his penchant for the natural
world, we will zee how the Warrenton "intellectual landscape”

{(kkenzer, 19835a) came to play a decisive raole 1n hics

develaoping view of geography.
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CHAPTER FOUR NOTES

5

A somewhat ditferent version of Chapter Four cand i1solated
portions ot Chapter Five) appears 1n the RAnnals,
Azesocration of Amer:can Gecgraphers, val. 75. no. 2 {June.
1983 as "Mitlieu and the “Intellectual Landscape’™: Carl

0. Sauer®s Undergraduate Heritage.,!" i(kKenzer., 1983a).

It is bevond the scone of this thesis to delve i1nto the
cultural particulars of Calw and the general Swabian
character aof Sauer’ s ancestores. For thosze interested 1in
these related subjiects. hawever. a good starting point
might be the bicgraphizal novels of Hermann Hesce
{1877-1982) who was ratsed in Calw. The best introductorvy
works on Hesse (with particular reference to the community
and h1s works situated therein) are Raumer, 1949,
especially pp. 18-34% Fresdman, 197837 Greiner, 19813
Mileck, 1278, especiallvy pp. 1-14% Otten, 1977%: and

Ziollkowskyl, 1972.

Psvchohistory is a large field, with many branches and
sub-zpecialties. I do not intend to discuse the entitre

sphere of this approach. Psychohistory is at ornce
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technical, drawing extensively on psvchoanalytic theory,
and also a rapidly growing endeavar among historians.
Biographical studies tend to constitute a large percentage
of the research undertaken in this field and,
consequentlyv, there 13 an arm of the field called
psvchabiograghy. A focus on the creative individual seems
only natural i1n these sorts of studies since. according to
one practitioner, pevchoanalysis is an attempt to
elucidate "the inner drives and conflicts which determine
human behavior, and the mechanisms whereby man controls,
directs, transforms, and adapts these internal forces in
the conduct of his various relationships" {(Mack, 1971, p.
143). Feor those who are interested in this field, the
following sources will provide a good, non—technical
introduction to this approcach: Albin, 198035 Davis, 19761
Dietrich, 1982% Friedlander., 1278B%f Frisco, 1980%
baolman, 1971. The classic example of a study in
psychohistory is Erikson, 19583 bhut also see Loewenberg,

1971,

Introductory sources for this topic are Little, 19493
Mack, 19713 and Wittles, 19446. Also see Task Force on
Fgychohistory, 1974, which contains an excellent
bibliography. For a good discussion of the temporal

implications of a psycheoanalytic approach, see Meverhof+f,

1962,
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In all fairness to the discipline, it ought to be observed
that the use of psycheoanalysis by practicing
psychohistorians is, after long last, on the wane.
Whereas it was once the predominant approach,
psychoanalytic techniques appear to be lasing ground to
less rigid, less reductionist modes of explanation {(see,

for example, Dietrich, 1982, pp. 85-88).

In terms of the population, Warren County was not only
"stable" during Sauer’s time, but for many decades
thereafter. While the Germanic population recognized the
importance of change, demographically the county was
indeed uniform and unchanging. In fact, during the
eighty-vear period, 1890 to 19270, the county had a
population that never fell belaow 7,600, never rising above
10,000 (Remmert, et al., 1274, p. 10). More recently,
however, Warren County has experienced considerable
growth. Between 1970 and 1980, for example, the
population surged by over 30 percent, while Missouri as a

whole grew by only S.1 percent (Kansas City Times, 1984).

The actual number of students at Central Weslevan College
was never very large. When the institution first opened
in Warrenton there were only 188 students, and the college
enrallment remained at or about 200 for the next fifteen

years. Following the academic year 1881-1882, however,
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the tnstitution experienced slow but continual growth.
Between 1201 and 1908-—the vears Sauer attended as first a

"nreparatorv” student and then as a regular college
stugdent——Central Weslevan averaced IuS students per vear.

During Sauer’'s graduating vegar, 1907-1908, the

T
T
be

o+

institutron’s enrollment a ithen) all-time high o+ 3.2
reee Dlstribution of students, 1885-1923:0  On the otner

hand, this was a respectable student baodvy for the time and
especlaltly for C.W.C.7s location in the Ozarks. By wav of

cempariscn, Northwestern University {(founded 1n 1331,

zshortly before the turn of the centurv, boasted of "a

total attendance of L,077 studentse” ivquoted i1n Willard.
1891, p. 527 also see Williamson and Wild, 1974, p. 493

Ebrner, 1984, p. 38). Bv turther comparison, it has been
noted that NMorthwestern consistentlvy maintained a student
body averaging "from 1074 to 13% or the total population
[Lof Evanstanl" (Dalgetv. 1934, p. 6&J. In Warrenton,
however——at least for the vyears 1900, 1210, and 1920 where
there are comparable data—-—the Central Weslevan student
badv comprised between 30 and 446 percent of the
communitv’s total population (Distribution of Students,
1886519227 cf. Remmert, et al.., 1974, p. 24! In short,
in addition to Warrenton®s function as the county seat,
C.W.C. was the focus of the community. Thus, it is

not very difficult to envision the importance of the
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college to the town, nor to understand the influence of

this institution on the local cultural ambience.

In 1877, Central Wesleyan College published a pamphlet
outlining the holdings of the college library (Books in
the Library, 1877). From this thirteen—-page booklet we
find that, even at this early date, the library was
receiving numerous suwveys (particularly for Missouwri) and
a wide variety of geography and geology texts. As Sauer
correctly recalled, three of Wheeler’'s books on Missouri®s
geonlogical survey were already present in the library as
of this date (Books in the Library, 1887, p. 11). Not
surprisingly, however, the largest section of the library
was devoted to theclogical textsi of these, at least S0

percent were in German (1877, pp. 3-&6).

This pamphlet can be found at the State Historical Sochirety
of Missouri in Columbia. 5o far as this writer knows,
this 158 the only extant copy of the lecturei: it is not
part of the C.W.C. Archives in Kirksville (see Kenzer,

1984).

For an amusing but highly stereotyped perspective of
Bermans and their "aptitude for baseball! see °Connor,

1968.



CHAPTER FIVE!

THE CENTRAL WESLEYAN INTELLECTUAL ENVIRONMENT

AND CARL SAUER’S UNDERGRADUATE TRAINING

Introduction

As mentioned briefly in chapter three, Central
Wesleyvan College was a direct outgrowth of the third wave of
nineteenth—century German immigration to the New World. The
institution began in uincy, Illinois. The town, like the
general St. lLouis area, was saturated with German culture and
philosophyi understandably it was the home of the so-called
St. Louwis School of (German idealistic) Thought.?
The first instructors at C.W.L. were refugees of the 1848
German revolution {(Haselmaver, 19264:% Haselmaver, 1940% cf.
Billigmeier, 1974, pp. 84-85). They were members of the
intellectual class aof "farty—eighters" who left Germany and
virtually replicated the German Kollegium on American
sorl. The forty-eighters, writes Wittke, "were steeped in
the traditions of Kant, Fichte, and Schiller....and many were
well educated, in the best German classical tradition....They
were" he elaborates, "the liberal heirs of the libheral

traditians of Gotthold Lessing, Ludwig Feuerbach, and Ludwig
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Bichner, and of Germanvy’s golden age of liberalism and
rationalism” (Wittke, 1973, pp. 72-74). More importantly,
however, they were alsco the bearers of the notion of
Hissenschaft which would ultimately triumph over an
earlier generation of Naturphiliosophen with their
thoroughly romantic view of man and nature (e.g.., McClelland,
1980, pp. 151-189). At bhase, the fortv-eighters were
"srientists” who relied on induction and empirical
cheservations: scientistg taotally immersed in a world of
"euxperience”", who bore an unrelenting respect for history
(e.g.. Mandelbaum, 1971, particularly pp. 41-138% also
Mendelsohn, 1964, especially pp. 3I9-40). In large part, the
fortv—eighters who started C.W.C. were schaoled entirelvy in
German universities which scon theresafter became the "model”
for most "institutions of higher education in the western
world" (0°Bovle, 1983, p. 3).

German academic learning. we should recall, was
highly prized in nineteenth-century America. When thoraough
German training was unavailable at home, thousands upon
thousands of voung Americans were sent to Germany to avail
themselves of a truly first-class education (e.g., Herbst,
19865, pp. 1-22). When a traditional German education was
possible in the United States, the local citizenmry would
usually opt te send their children to these institutions. In

tact, German pedagogical standards became so popular and made
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such marked inrocads 1nto American institutions, that bv the
turn of the century thev were considered the ideal and thev
were ta have the greatest domestic i1nfluence, exceeding both
the French and the British systems respectivelvy isee
Hinsdale, 1899, particularly pp. 603-46829%F also Viereck,

12781 . It was for this rgascon, as we have seen in Chapter
Four. that Central kWeslevan had little trouble attracting
students from a wide radius., despite its remote location.

The purpeose of tnie fifth chapter 1s to present the
intellectual climate of Central Weslevan College, with
speclial reference to Carl Sauver’s personal experiences and
academic 1nterests at C.W.C. The first hal+ of the chapter
will detail the three individuals who probably had the
greatest hand in directing Sauer’s interestse during this
period, in an attempt to identify their respective
influences. In the second half of the chapter we will focus
on Sauer’s undergraduate academic training-——i.e., the
specitic courses he took at C.W.C. We shall alsc eramine the
link between Sauer and Johann Goethe, a most important
connection with regard to the concept of "morphological
change" and Sauer’s view of geographv/science.
The Intellectual Environment

The Central Wesleyan faculty, primarily Germanic in
origin, consisted of well trained men {(and a few women) with

an unlimited devotion to their work in Warrenton. The
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college professors were among the lowest paid teachers in the
state of Misscuri, yet few ever left the i1nstitution, even
when opportunities existed elsewhere (see Stuckemann,
1225) .3 Three df these individuals were significant
in helping to shape Sauer®s future interests and therefore
deserve more detailed commentarvy.

John Henrv Frick (1845-1927) spent fiftv of his
eightv-two vears with Central Weslevan. Receiving his B.A.
from the college in 1870, he was one of Central Weslevan’™s
first two graduates. The following vear he was appointed
"Professor of Mathematics and Matural Sciences" at his ai»s
nater, a position he held until his retirement at age
seventy-five (Yashell, 193283 Williams., 1213, p. 1138%7 Pulse,
19067 . In 1877, Frick was a member of '"the Edwards®
scientific expedition” where he carried out botanical and
genlagical studies in the Rocky Mountains. In subsequent
vears, Frick furthered his botanical interests at Shaw’s
{Missourl Hotanical) Garden in St. Louis and alsc became a
volunteer "observer for the lnited States Signal Weather
Service" (Portrait and Biographical Record, 1895, p. 1543
Williams, 1913, p. 1139). For most of his tenure at Central
Weslevan Frick acted as the curator of the college museum.
His college teaching lasted from his appointment in 1871
until he finally asked to be relieved of his duties in 1920

(Centrral Weslevan Star, 1920).
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By all accounts, Frick was apparently a most
congenial and likable instructor. As well, he has been
described on several aoccasions as both "conscientious" and
"earnest" in every respect. Students often befriended Frick,
greatly appreciative of his help and patience. Upon his
retirement, Frick was presented with a handsome sum of maoney
and a bound volume of "about 300 letters" from friends,
students, and colleagues, attesting to his kindness and
character (Central Wesleyan Star, 1920). There is a telling
account of him, written when he was approaching his
seventieth year, which bears repeating here:

During forty—tws years he has now been teaching in
the college, and each vear®s collection of students
have graduated fram the institution glad that they
have had a chance to know Professor Frick. There
are two kinds of teachers, those wha can impart
only facts, and those who can combine facts with
ideals and inspiration. Professor Frick belongs to
the latter class, and it is for this that his
students love him. He not only gave them the
necessary knowledge, but taught them how to live
their lives more truly and more deeply {(Williams,
1913, 11358).

Frick was instrumental in developing Sauer’s i1nitial
love of the sciences in general and of geology in particular.
As an elected member of the American Asssociation for the
Advancement of Science from 1880 onward (Frick, 1904) and as
a member of the St. Louis Academy of Science, Frick was a
well respected figqure in local scientific circles (Williams,

1913). He taught surveying and mapping courses and led his

own expeditions to numerous corners of the state and



sometimes bevond Missouri to other parts of the Midwest. His
mast paopul ar course, however, was geclogy. His geclogy
courses were alwavs full, attracting a large number of men
and women. When Sauer was a graduate student at Northwestern
University and later at the Universitv of Chicago, he would
fon visits home to Warrenton) often lecture in Frick’'s
geonlogv course as repavment af his intellectual debt to Frick
(see, for example, Central Weslevan Star, 1214). Verv much
the all-around scientist of his era (Historyv of St. Charles,
Montgaomery and Warren Counties, 1883, pp. 1095-10946), Sauer
recpected Frick’ s views on scientific matters (see Central
Weslevan Star, 1908ci Kenzer, 1985d).

Henrv VYoszholl (1852-1938), Sauer’s maternal uncle,
was ancther important person in Sauer®s life at this time.
As the son of an i1tinerant minister {(see Sauer, 1963, p. 83).
Vasholl traveled widelv as a child and developed a broad
perspective and a keen interest in scholastic pursuits.
Trained at Central Weslevan College, Boston Universitv, the
University of Chicago, and the University of Missouri
{Central Weslevan Star, 1925), he has been described as "a
gentleman of advanced ideas and progressive spirit" (Portrait
and Biographical Record, 1895, p. S31). He considered a
career in law and even served for a spell in the Missouri
State Legislature before returning to Warrenton to teach.

Yosholl appears to have been a truly exceptional
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individual. In one account we find that he was a voracious
reader, so much so that "He once read the whole of Schiller’s
works fraom Fridavy evening to Mondav morning" (College Star.
1898a)! Elsewhere, we discover that Sauer’s uncle, in
addition te his regular =cholarlv pursuits {see helow),
studied chemiztrv at Harwvard., and that he once served as
Warrenton®s alderman——among his manv other accomplishments
(Pulse, 1306). In his prime., VYosholl was depicted as the
ideal man of learning: "Prot. VYosholl 15 a man of wide
attainments as a schaolar, with a remarkably well balanced
judgement, a fine critic, a strict disciplinarian and an
gducator who 1€ the peer of anv i1n the countrv' LCollege
Star, 18398Ba’. It 12 readily svident whyv Sauer would holag his
uncle in such high esteem. From Sauver’<e correspondence home,
cne senses that he perhaps tried to emulate this man who
commanded such deserved respect in Warrenton.

Yosholl was a Professor of English Literature arnd
Ancitent and Modern Historvy at Central Weslevan and a very
close relative of the Sauver familv. He thought highlv of his
nephew and offered nim advice whenever poscsible. Both men
had retentive memories. and both were prone to historical
explanations i(see Central Wesleyan Star, 1925). Sauer held
his uncle in high regard and often requested his gpinion.
When Sauer decided to drop cout of the University of Chicago,

for example, he wrote home explaining in detail the
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circumstances behind his decision and closed the epistle with
this single sentence: "Please let Uncle Henrv read this
[letter] also”.* Thig was not an isolated incidents
Sauver otten asked that his letters be read bv Vosheoll., His
uncle was a man of acknowledged wisdom and a friend on whom
Sauer could alwave depend. In 19132, Vosholl wrote to his
nechew thanking him for a sum of moneyv that Sauer had once
borrowed and had now returned. From this letter we learn
what sort of person Yosholl was, and whv Carl Sauver cherished
his advice. Voshell first menticons that he has been reading
Sauver®s lethers home to his parsnts. and then confides that
he 1= familiar with the problems the voung man 1= having at
wark. Then., without sclicitation., he otfers his nephew the
following counsel:
...do not be critical or faultfinding. Stand in
with the heads of the office. 0f course not bv
servilitvy., but bv being pleasant & agreeable. One
does not alwave have to sav all he thinks, nor is
it best to sav 1t 1n az sharp % direct a wav as
possible. franklin somewhere =ave that he found 1t
wise to introduce a difference of opinion by saving
"It has seemed to me" or "Might it not be™?”" and
various other phrases that tend to avoid
antagonism. We need to win the good will-—a sort of
social good willl{-—lof people whom we meet and with
whom we have to deal (H. VYosholl to C.0. Sauer,
August 5, 191325,

In typical fashion, Sauver was gratified to hear from VYosholl,

alwavs eager to learn from his uncle who he so respected.

Sauver®s reply is unfortunately missing, but in a letter to

his fiancée (three days hence) he would write that "1
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had a nice letter from Uncle Henry to-day. He doesn®t write
to me very often, but when he does write, he has something
worthwhile to say" (C.0. Sauer to L.L. Schowengerdt, August
8., 1912).

But it was Sauer®s father, (William) Albert Sauer
(1844~-1218), who had the greatest influence on the younger
Sauer at this time. Albert Sauer taught French and music at
Central Weslevyan (Leighly, 1974, p. 337) and was the epitome
of the traditional German scholar. With an intimate
knowledge of the classics and a strong background in both the
physical and natural sciences., Sauer Sr. was the well-~rounded
intellect of the college (Warrenton Banner, 1218). Carl
Sauer dedicated his doctoral thesis to "the gentle memory of
my father, at whose side I formed my first appreciation of
the things that constitute the living world" (Sauver, 1920b,
p.- v, and there is scarcely reason to wonder why. When the
elder Sauer took the family to Germany (1898-1901), {father
and son would take daily walks through the Schwarzwald (see
€C.0. Sauer to J.W. Thempson, January 4, 1937),% and
Sauer Sr. would identify all the local plants and animals for
his son, often indicating their origins and historical
significance. This too is of little surprise, since Sauver
Sr. was alsoc the plant taxonomist at Central
Wezleyvan.* Sauer and his father were "intellectual

twins” and it is noteworthy to mention the degree to which



the younger Sauer returned to the reading of the German
li1terature following the death of his father in 1918 {(Kenzer,
1983h).

The Sauers apparently come from a long tradition of
"teachers and musiciransg". Carl Sauers father "was educated
in the public scheol and later graduated from a teachers’
college [1n Germanvl" (Warrenton Banner., 19187. As a
student, {William) Albert Sauer’s earlv academic interests
appear to have centered arcound music and languages {(Fulse.
1906, but music soon became his foremost concern. The elder
Sauer was an accomplished composer, musician, and the head of
Central Weslevan' s Music Department for manv years. Manv of
hie manuscripts are extant, though he chose not to publish
the majoritv of them. His pcems and lvrics., however,
frequently embellished the pages of the college newspaper.
According to his granddaughter., his musical compositions were
wrritten mainlyv for the pianos she further notes that her
mother (Mrs. Carl 0. Sauer), a trained musician herself (see
Hewes, 1983, p. 145), often compared W.A. Sauver®s music to
Schumann (E.5. FitzSimmons to M.S5. Kenzer, October 14 and
October 27, 1984, personal correspondence). At least one of
Professor Sauer®s students, Louis Weber (1851-1931), went on
to become one of Missouri®s leading late-nineteenth—-century
composers (Baldridge., 1970, especially pp. 17~19).

Music was an important part of the Central Weslevan
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experience and Sauer’s department was considered as fine a
music center as one was apt tao find in the regicon. Shortly
before the turn of the centurv, the Central Weslevan
Conservatory of Music was described as one that would
"compare faverablv with anv 1n the West" (College Star, 1893,
p. 3r. The recepect accorded this small department was due,
1n no small part, to William Albert Sauwer’s background and
view of higher education. Trained and educated whally in his

native Bermany., he was, in the words of a contemporarvy, "a
thoroughgoing educator of the German type., [onel who abhors
all sham and superficialness" (Fulge, 1%90&). For W.A. Sauer,.
rUS1C was never considered an end in itselt. nor was it a
substitute for a proper, scholarly educationt: music and

bock—-learning went hand in hand:

Students who pursue a music course veryv often
overlook the necessitv of a higher general
education. A real musician, just like the master of
anv other branch of art., must alwavs be a person of
general cultwal, not a mere mechanic. He wha aims
at a situation in a college or any higher school,
must not forget that no school will appoint a music
teacher who possesses ne other accomplishments but
his music (College Star, 1887).

Similarlv., in 1890, the elder Sauer would recommend that all
college students get a well~raounded education. I¥+ vou are
planning to become a specialist, he would write, "learn all
about the world”". Even if vou intend to become a doctor, he
adds, be sure to study grammar, gecgraphy, and math as well,

because no doctor should know only about medicine or human
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health (Sauer, 18%0).

It is worth noting here that Frofessor Sauer believed
that education, like true musical understanding, cannot be
tauvght: it must be desired. I think it will be instructive
to quote. at some length, from some words of "“advice”" he
offered in 1891. While the passage is directed at
prospective musicians, it is also indicative of the
gentleman’s attitude toward learning in general, regardless
of the specific discipline or endeavor:

It is a mistake =0 often made by music
scholars to expect their musical education
exclusively +rom the teacher....In order to become
a musician, one must live and breathe in a musical
atmosphere. I+ yow surroundings are not of that
nature, you vourself must create such an atmosphere
around vou. Do not perform trashy music, because
vour friends carnot understand any better, but try
to elevate not only yow own, but also their taste.
tse every opportunity of hearing good musici be
slow in criticismi do not reject what, at first,
vou do not understandi remember musical taste and
understanding must be developed just as anv other
mental power (Sauer, 1891).

Just as his son would later write that, to know the
inhabitants of an area, vou must "Become one of the peoplet
live with them if possiblei take part in their activities"”
(Jones and Sauer,’ 1915, p. 521, and that we must

immerse ouwrselves in a region te understand its culture and
"mersonality” {e.g., Sauer, 1941ai Sauer, 1941b), Sauer Sr.
helieved that you must likewise devote yourself, without

reservation, to whatever enterprise vou choose to undertake

(also see Sauer, 18883F Sauer, 18%3). In the same manner, we



note that the elder Sauver refused to relinguish what he
considered importants he would never settle for second best.
It was with this same idealistic fervor that Carl Sauer
retfused to accept a second-rate geographyi like his father,
he tcoo believed 1n guality above all else (see FKenzer,
198%5c) . It 15 useful to compare the Sr. Sauer’s advice on
education (above! to a remark made by one aof Carl Sauer’s
former graduate students concerning his mentor’s attitude

toward legarnina:

...hne [(Carl Sauerl refused to accept that part of
our educational svstem predicated upon the
belief...that talent can be 1mplanted bv
anvone——or, particularly, by any organization. He
recagnized that the praduct of real talent is
something that we have not seen before and cannoct
anticipate in training., and for that reason, the
best that a graduate school teacher can do is to
oftter opportunities for the inspired
individual....Example is necessarv in a teacher and
Sauer fulfilled his obligation by his habits of
work, receptiveness to ideas, and intolerance of
shoddyv performance. Among the earliest to arrive at
the department, he usuallv staved through the dav.
reading or writing....He had a guick and jaundiced
eve for pretentious mediocritvi he did not confuse
cleverness with wisdom nor volubilitvy with
percention, but he was pleased bv an "informed
dissenter" (Stanislawski. 1973, pp. S51-832).

Just as his father taught that the role of a teacher was one
of mere guide, his son "expected students to learn bv their
own effortsi the professor was example and mentor, not a
source of information® (Leighly, 1978b, p. 130).

Albert Sauer®s Germanic heritage remained with him

always, and his view of American culture can anly be
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understood against this comparative backdrop. From one
account we learn that "he is against all American
superficiality concerning either politics or the church”
(Colleqge Star, 1898b. p. 3). In another instance the elder
Sauer himself wrote that there was far too much individualism
in this country, too much individual power. He was alarmed
that Americans possessed a false sense of "freedom'. While
Americans believed that political freedom was the most
important freedom obtainable, Professor Sauer felt that true
freedom——the freedom to become equal, one and all-—was
lacking in the United States (cf. Krieger, 19597). More
importantly, however, he was expressing a concern about
America’s precccupation with the individual. America’s
proagressive, secular, pragmatic culture and its associated
lack of historical perspective worried him. Thus he
contended that there was a distinct lack of respect far
authority in the United States—-—-no respect for adults, no
regard for tradition, no sense af history (Sauer, 18932a). By
contrast, he believed that the Europeans had a greater sense
of histaory and, as a consequence, a much stronger tie with
their past. In his opinion, Euwropeans were therefore
actually freer than fAmericans. An understanding of the past
was extremely beneficial in his view and should pever be
compromised. Americans might be politically free, he would

note, but he believed Europeans to be more reverent and more



spiritually free due to their retrospective nature (see
Sauer, 1889). It is not very difficult to see why his son
was continually comparing American and German Geography
{(Kenzer, 1985c). This comparative practice was inherited
from a father who straddled two distinct cultures.

In sum, America’s "ever—forward", progressive credo
was antithetical to Professor Sauer’™s world view which, in
turn, was synonymous with a common, nineteenth-century German
preoccupation with process and an historical perspective
{see, ftor example. Mead, 1936, pp. 127-152% Hughes, 1958, pp.
1832483 Iggers, 1983, pp. 3-173). To the nineteenth-century
German mind., the past 15 an ongoing phenomenon that fully
explains the contemporary scene. One of W.A. Sauer’s
colleagues may have summarized this view in a chapel talk
when he spoke on "the value of historical study'. "LAT
knowledge of history” he arqued, "brings the past up to the
present, and how we thus find tre conérelling powers, and
seeing the causes we find how the past is likened tao the
present..." {(emphasis added) (College Star, 1899). As a
product of nineteenth-—century Germany, it was all but
impossible for the elder Sauer {(or his associates) not to
think in historical terms. History and things historical
were second nature to this generation of intellectuals.
Historicism was more than a method: It was "an intellectual

and scholarly movement which dominated historical, social,
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and humani=tic studies 1n nineteenth—-century Germanv..."
{Iggers, 1973, p. 458). As Hughes reminds us, even a Max
Weber who was certainly no historian was influenced bv this
same historicist perspective:l

. «.the enaormous merit of [late—-nineteenth—centurvl
German saocial thought was that 1t dwelt iIn twhe
historical world. Historv was one subject that
Weber never specificallv studied or taught. But his
whole intellectual life was suffrused with
historicai tninking. Law, like economics, was
taught 1n Germany as a historical discipline.
Sacialogvy was being cast 1n a similar mold. And
philoscphv...had posed as one of 1ts central
problems the elaboration of the cataqories of
historical thought [emphasis i1n originall (Hughes,
1988, p. 293:.

Before leaving W. Albert Sauer {and the C.W.C.
intellectual environment)., it 1s 1mportant to this studv to
emphasize not onlv his German character and his precccupation
with the past. but to make note of his background in the
phivsical and natural sciences (see Warrenton Ranner., 12187,
in particular his intere=zt in plants and gecgraphv. As
mentioned abaove, Sauer Sr. was the college botanist and
taxonomist {(see Note & below). As well. he had a curiously
parsistent interest 1n maps. The study of geography was as
important to him as a knowledge of history. and the
combination of the two even more important. Fortunatelvy,
like his son. he was a rather opinionated individual who
freely expressed and published his views on a variety of

topics and issues. The following passage should prove

insightful to those readers who may have wondered where and
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when his son, Carl Sauer, first considered the value of
historical gecgraphy, or what the vounger Sauer mav have read
as a child in Warrenton. In 1892, suggesting which German
books a student should read. Professor Sauer wrote:

Well known are the excellent historical warks bv
Becker, Ditbtmer [sicl, Ranke., Schlosser [si1cl and
Weber but I would like to recommend toe mv voung
friends, for their special purpgses in particular,
FRedenbacher®s primer of world history., which surelv
will remain a litelong ravaritte handbock for them.
Whoever reads about historv should not omt to look
up the area on the map where bthe event took place.
A historical atlas, the quite reasonable one bv
Futzge [si1cl will be of great value to him. And
since we now have menticned the relationship
between historv and gecgraphv., I would sucgest for
the purpose of self-i1nstruction the primer of
gecgraphv by Schwartz. I+, however, somecne would
prefter a more scientific approach, I would suggest
Danitel s small textboeck on geography (Sauer,
1892b) .¢

In his view, historvy and geography went hand in hand: one
useless without the other, both necessarv components of
meaningful research. Even in a discussion on literary works,
he would suggest that “"when reading such works ot literature,
to keep the textbook of historv plus the map nearby in order
to place evervthing in chronological and geographical order®
(W.A. Sauwer, 19207, p. 9).

Ore thinag is surely evident: Carl Sauer®s early
recognition of the relationship between history and geography
{see Sauer, 191&a, pp. 144f.3 Sauver, 1918a, pp. 45-83¢ Sauer,
1220b, pp. 73-174% Sauer, 1924, pp. 18-192% 1923) and his

subsequent dicta on the subject (Sauer, 1941a; Sauer, 1932:



142

Sauer, 1984) did not arise haphazardlv. Whether he was aware
of it or not, he was mirrering an attitude that was
traditionally German on the ane hand (see Pfeirfer, 196353
James, 1988, p. 9} and specirfic to his ftather®s ocwn world
vigw on the other (Fenrter, 1783k). Like his father, he was
gver =g conscious of the past. Even when the vounger Sauer
would write a paper aon the current "economic problem” of
hig Urark homeland., he would gualifv his apprceach, arguing
that "Feor an understanding of the area 1t 12 essential to
keep in mind its antecedents. and also that the blood ot the
frontierzman i1z still dominant among the population" (Sauer,
192%a, p. 217).
Sauer’s Undergraduate Training

Carl Sauer was a gifted child. When the familvy
returned from their stav in Germanvy (1701 the voungest Sauer
was immediatelvy enrolled in Central Weslevan’s college
preparatory program. He must have been extraordinarily
precocious for his age because, under normal conditions,
students under fifteen were denied admission to the college
{Addicks, 18973 Carl Sauer. however, had not vet turned
twelve! Since his mother was a former teacher and his father
a college professor, it would appear as though the
intellectual odds were in Sauer®s favor. He must have held
his own as a preparatory student, as he was subsequently

admitted to regular college courses during the 1904-1905



academic vear® at the age of fourteen {(Annual
Catalogue., 1904-19035, p. S9) .1

The Central Weslevan program, like the programs of
gther zmall., contemporary. German—Methodist caolleges 1n the
Midwest, had a great deal of continuity from vear tao vear and
from 1nstitutrtion te kindred institution (see Haselmaver,
196445 also Haselmaver. 196873, po. &-10). According to the
chosen course of studv, there was little room for variation
within the four possaible collegiate options: classical,
philosophical, scientific, and l:iterarv programs. Sauer’s
cfficial transcripts from Central Weslevan College no lenger
exlist.!! but it iz a relativelvy gasvy exercise to
deduce which course=s he toock 1n anvy given vear. Since we
krow that Carl Sauer graduated in 1908 with two
degrees!?-—an A.E. 1n the classical program, and a
B.5. in the science curriculum——it makes our endeavor
relativelv simple.

The Central Weslevan academic calendar and the
requirements for graduation were samewhat unigue bv todav’s
standards. It was an extremely rigorous college, demanding
an unusually large number of classes for anv one degree. In
the course of an academic year, for instance, each student
was expected to enroll in an average of eighteen separate
classes, nine each semester, each semester being further

divided into two independent terms. The college preparatory
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program'¥ {(which Sauer followed from 1901-1902 untal

1903-1904) necessitated a verv specific series of courses.
Over a three-vear period, all students were required te take
a total of twelve Latin cowses, eight German courses, ei1ght
English courses, four historvy courses, =1ght math courses.
eight essav courses. ftour science courses, and four more
coureses which could be sither 1n Greek or aaditional German
coursework—~—a tobtal of fiftv—six coursesi each., except for
the eszav couwrse. meeting five times a week! Morsover. each
course addressad a specific aspect of the respective subjects
and prespecified texthooks were used 1n gach class (2.g..
Annual Catalegue, 1904-190%, pp. 25-37). The ftouwr required
scrence courses, for example., were actuallv twe courses each
of geocgraphy and phvsicloagv. Thetre was a "descriptive"
geoaraphv course using a text bv Rand-McMallvy (presumablv one
of their atlases)., and a "phvysical” geographv couwrse that
uged Tarr®s well known text* (Tarr,
18953 see Annual Catalogue, 1901-1902, p. 3&i
Annual Catalogue, 1904-1%90%, p. 3I7).

The ceollege-level programs were, like the
“preparatorv" programs, rigid, well-defined
curricula.* In a four-—-vyear "classical" program, at
least eightv—two courses were required. In the four-vear
"ecientific” program., a candidate needed one hundred and six

courses to graduate. Therefore, accounting for the
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Sauer's two baccalaureate degtrees

necessitated a minimum of one hundred and nine courses. The

following table is an enumeration of Sauer’s

probable' undergraduate coursework:

LATIN BREEK M
Livy Yenophen or Trigonosetry(2}
Horace(2) Herodotus (2) Surveying{2)
Cicero Homer (2) Algebrafd)
Tacitus(2} Attic Eeometry{2)
Plautus(2) Orators(4) Calculus(2)
Plato or
Yenopheni2}
fittic
Tragedy(2)

HISTORY SCLENCE ENEL ISH
friental or Physics(2) Rhetoric(3}
Breek (2} Chemstry(2) Llassics

Rosan(2) Geologyi2)
Mediaeval (2) Astronoay{2}
Hoderni(2) loology(2) FRENCH
English(2) Botany(2) 4 Courses
U.8. (2} Drawing(2}
Biblet4} Biology(2) LITERATIRE
History of (3}
PHILOSOPHY
Sociclogy(2) Logic
Psychel agy Ethicsi{2) ESSAYS
Pol. Economy Evidences 24 Courses
Thetsa History of

Table A. Minisus required coursework for farl 0. Sauver’s

undergraduate degrees.
Source: Annual Catalogue, 1905-1903, pp. 24-27;
coapiled by author.
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However rigorous these undergraduate programs may appear to
have been, their somewhat demanding courseloads would seem to
have paid off since Central Weslevan’s reputation was
unquestionably an honorable one. In Sauer®s case, for
gxample, when he graduated and then matriculated at
Northwestern University. he would write back and remark:
All my work was fully accepted without question or
investigation. Most students have a hard time in
getting their credits from other schools
recagnized. The teachers L[at Northwesternl did not
ask me to produce a thing (Central Wesleyan Star,
1908c, p. 193 see kKenzer, 1985d).
Goethean Science
William Speth was the first to speculate on Sauer’s
intellectual debt to Goethe, suggesting that "The foundation
of Sauer®s metatheoryvy rests on Goethe’'s conception of
morphological change. His influence on Sauer was both
primary and secondary" (Speth, 1981, p. 233% cf. Williams,
1783, pp. S-6). Indeed, the intellectual link between Goethe
and Sauer cannot be overestimated. Goethe, his works, his
philosophy, his world view, the society and the particular
ideals he stood for, were all very much a part of Carl
Sauer®s undergraduate heritage (Speth, 1981, pp. 233-234 and
240-2415 cf. Ungar, 1363, especially pp. 5-23,% Runes, 1955,
pp. 437-438) and a part of the Ieitgeist of Central
Wesleyan College and tuwrn—of-the-century Warrenton, Missouri.

To separate Goethe and Sauer, intellectually, is to ignore a

vital component of Sauer’s pre-Berkeley intellectual
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heritage.
The C.W.C. intellectual climate was heavily suffused
with a Goethean conception of history. Indeed, the

>

institution®s Welthild, the professors’® respective
philosophies and, consequently, the students themselves, were
all fully enveloped in this elusive yet distinctive
intellectual environment. Goethe’s maxims filled the pages
of the school®s newspaper and journal. The oldest student
organization on campus was the Goethenia Society——a literary
assaciation based on the writings of Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe {(174%9-1832)--and Carl Sauer became a devoted member as
an undergraduate {(Chapter Fours Kenzer, 19835a). The Society
tock its name and mottao (“"Mehr Licht") from Goethe and

there is no wav to understand either the C.W.C. experience ar
Sauver®s undergraduate heritage outside of this context.

While much of nirneteenth-century German historicism
was grounded 1n an analysis and explanation of political
history (i.e., historvy of the state)-—-what Iggers calls “the
German historicist tradition" {(lIggers, 1983, p. 13)——the
Goethean strain of German idealistic historical thought
viewed culture (and the individual) as the focal point of
history (Holborn, 1970). This was the predominant German
social philosophy of the nineteenth century: a "BGerman
national philoscophy" adumbrated in the late—eighteenth

century and given full substance in the writings of Fichte,
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Hegel, and Schelling-—-the "great idealists” of the
early-nineteenth century (Beck, 1967, pp. 301-307). This was
likewise the very basis of Goethe’s morphology (form
study)——i.e., the understanding of form as expressed
creatively (culturally/individually). Form—-the
manifestation of human, spiritual, and natural processes-—-was
the single most important element in Goethe’s world view.
"Conseguently" notes Bergstraesser., "he [Goethel saw history
as essentially cultural history. His interest in it was
centered upon the forms by which manm lives and conceives Hls
own existence and by which he gives expression to this
euperience in religion., art, and science" (Bergstraesser,
19462, pp. 205-206).

Speth (1981) and Williams {(1983) have respectively
demonstrated that Sauer was writing in & Goethean
intellectual tradition. Sauver not only acknowledges this
debt to Goethe——both in his published works and in his
carrespondence-—but uses Goethe’s very term {("morphology") to
express the essence of his important 1925 eszay on geographic
methodology (Sauer, 1923). Sauer’s farm-1aden,
phenomenaological outline for a cultural geography was
predicated on a Goethean conception of man. Thus, like
Goethe, Sauer tried to reconstruct the inner meaning and the
faorms of historical cultures {(see Bergestraesser, 1962, p.

209). By defining geography as culture history, Sauer was
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merely attempting "to reestablish the BGerman classical
geagraphical tradition in American geography” {(Entrikin,
1984, p. 403). RBut Sauer’'s cultural-historiczal geography
was based not on & reading of Goethe., bhut due instead to the
fact that Sauer had been totallv immersed In a Goethean world
view sipce birth. This was further compounded by his
three—-vear stav 1n southern Germanvy as a lveceum student
(1898-1201), and later., perhaps more so, by his association
with the C.W.C. i1ntellectual environment and his enduring
involvement with the Goethen:ia Sccietv as an undergraduate
{Kenzer, 1983a). Sauer was certainlv no stranger to Goethe's
wrritings., nor to the intellectual legacv Goethe lett to
nineteenth-centuryv Germany. In his attempt to place American
geography on firmer ground than it enjoved in the 1920s,
Sauer simply had to reach into his past and build on a
familirar, idealistic heritage that was part of hise very being
zi1nce childhood. Some ambiguities and/or contradictions in
Sauer’s writings, again, can be explained in light of his
Goethean world view.

Goethe was a complex individual and his writings show
a man caught between two intellectual worlds. His early life
and ideas clearly reflect the climate of romanticist,
late-eighteenth-century Bermany. By the end of Goethe’s
career, however, German intellectual thought began to shift

away from the classical romanticism of his youth, and was
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instead becoming a "science' immersed in idealizm and the
experiential philosophy of positivism. A close analysis of
Goethe’ s works reveals that "the sage of Weimar' decidedly
straddled both worlds {(see Nisbet, 1972). In retrospect, his
writings consequently seem ambiguous or inconsistent, as thevy
indeed were:

He (Goethel picked out an idea here and there which
he came across in rather haphazard reading...and he
did not trouble himself about the logical proof of
the idea which interested him, naor about the steps
which followed from it, but took these thoughts
because they suited him and worked them into the
complex weave of hizs own emaotions and beliefs
(Trevelvan, 1949, p. 124).
This lack of logic is perhaps a fitting tribute to a man who
is remembered mainlyv for his poetry and novels, even though
Goethe considered himself a scientist and felt that his
literature could not be understood without first enquiring
into his science (see Zweiqg, 1967). It is of little surprise
that he has bheen called an i1illogical philosopher {Trevelvan,
1949, p. 122)--his philosophv was admittedly i1nconsistent.

By the same token, a follaower of Goethe—--whether it
be an institution (C.W.C.)Y or an individual (Carl
Sauer)—-—cannot be expected to be entirely logical or
consistent either. Thus it comes as no great surprise to
find Sauer characterized as paradoxical {(Hooson, 1981, p.
166}, intransigent (West, 1979, p. I5)., or as an

"intellectual ‘Voortrekker" (Williams, 1983, p. 2). Like

Goethe, Sauer would pick and choose ideas and concepts to fit
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the occasion. As Entrikin has recently observed, for Sauer
an hvpothesis "was a means to an end"” and nothing more
(Entrikin, 1984, p. 3R0). In Sauver’s eves, an argument was
merely "a means of solving leogical puzzles that arose i1n the
course of specific empirical studies..." {(Entrikin, 1984, p.
387). "Sauer®s geal” he points ocut, "was to work through
conceptual problems that he encountered in his empirical,
field-oriented studies, not to establieh a consistent logical
framework or svetem" {(Entrikin, 1984, p. 387). This eguates
with Goethe’ s maxim that "truth i1s 1ndividual and, although
it i= such, or rather because it is such, is true" {(Croce,
1223, p. 13). éAbsclute truth and consistency were as
unimportant to Sauer as thev were to Goethe.

Sauer and Central Wesleyan: A Summary

It i=s important that Central Weslevan College be seen
az much more than a small, now-defunct college in the
Migsouri Ozarks, and that we recognize that someone schaooled
at this institution was, in large measure, trained as if he
or she had been educated in a comparable. small German
college at the time. Consequently, when Carl Sauer graduated
from C.W.C. there was probablv little to distinguish him from
his well-educated amalogue in Germany. As a product of the
Missouri Rhineland and as a graduate of this particular
college, he was indeed thoroughly immersed in GBerman culture

by that time: his Weltanschauung would have certainly
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mirrored that Germanism. Moreover, the three-year period of
study in Calw, Wirttemberg (1898-1901)'® ~quld
have only reinforced his strong German character. It would
be difficult to denv this influence at such an i1mpressicnable
age. The one difference between Sauer and a student in
Germany at the time., mav have been the tarmer’s thorough
knowl edge of English. Having been born in the United States,
it was of course imperative that he become +luent in the
native language at the earliest possible age. Moreaver.
since his father was linguistically inclined, it was perhaps
natural for Carl Sauer to be bilingual from birth and to
become multilingual bwv the age of eighteen.

In this chapter we have been i1ntroduced to the three
individuals who most strongly influenced Sauwer during his
childhood and adolescence. As well, we have taken nate of
Saver®s debt to Johann Goethe and Sauer’®s coursework at
Central Weslevan College. There were, undoubtedly, other
influential people and events during this period. and they
too may have had a hand in helping to shape Sauer’s
contemporary ideas and ocutlook. 0On the whole, however, 1 do
not believe that these Yother" people or events are aof much
concern to our study. They do not survive in the archival
record and if they were indeed influential, it was of passing
importance at best. Carl Sauer®s fundamental, warld view

during this period and those most responsible for its
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formation can be found among the pages of the current and two
preceding chapters.

What survives from any given period is of course
partial and incomplete in nature. Therefore, there is always
a degree of uncertainty when trying to understand and
interpret historical data. As such, 1 have only occasionally
tried to identify exact ideas or specific sets of beliefs in
Chapters Four and Five, Instead, I have tried to paint both
the broad picture——the scenery-—while alsa "sketching in" a
tfew of the details of the characters for the reader’s mind to
define. Each of us could reconstruct Sauer®s past from those
fragments in varying combimnations. In the following chapter,
however, I hope to demonstrate that the pieces fit bhest as we
have reassembled them. By focusing on Sauer’s “"morphology”
essay written in 1925, and by systematically working our
storv back 1n time to his C.W.C./Warrenton period, I believe
we will then discover that the pieces of ocur puz:zle are 1in
fact properly aligned. In other words, in Chapter Six the
intent is to show that the basic set of ideas Sauer expressed
in 1925--the general flavor of and motivation behind the
"morphology" article——came ocut of Sauer’®s earliest world
view, the world we have been exploring in Chapters Three,

Four and Five.
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CHAPTER FIVE NOTES

See Mote 1, Chapter Three.

The "St. Louis School" is generally attributed to William
T. Harris (1835-190%) who began The Journal of
Sneculative Philosophry based on the idealistic writings
of Hegel, particularly his Legic. Like Hegel, Harris
argued that science was grounded i1n experience and tao
comprehend reality, indeed to understand existence at
all. we must realize and accept the dialectical nature of
the universe:? in sum, the notion that evervthing is in a
continual state of reciprocal change and thus the onlv
two constants are time and space (and their mutual
interaction). Harris's ideas became very popular in the
St. Louis area, notably among the local intellectuals who
formed the St. Leuis Society. For an introduction to
Harris and his "School” see the following sources:
Easton, 19473 Forbes, 1930, especially pp. 83-90% Forbes,
19313 Runes, 1955, pp. 4646—44%. A good starting point
for information on Guincy, Illinois, especially with

respect to Hegelian thought and the general philasophical
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climate of the area at the time. is Anderson, 1940 and

Anderson, 1941.

This fact becomes all the more startling when we read
that, 1n 1890, "Dr. kKoch hears si1x classes dailvi Prof.
Vashell sevens Prot. Rinkel eighti Prof. Frick sevens:
Frof. Addicks seveni Prof. Azling seveni Frof. Frohbhardt
ten classes....Profs. Sauer and Tiemann give i1nstructions
in music alwest everyv school hour'" (emphacsis addedl

iCollege Star, 1389031

The final line of the letter reads "Bitite lasst auch
Unkel Henrv diese Iesen” (C.0. Sauer to Parents, July
24, 1910, private family corrsspondence, in Sauer’s
daughter’s possessioni szee Chapter Six, Note 2Z). All
earlvy letters +rom Sauer to his parents are in German.
When his father died in 1918, however, Sauer began to
write to his mother in English as it was her preterred
language. From here on. I shall liberally translate all
lettere into English, without providing the original

German text.

From Box 1| of the J.W. Thompson Papers, Bancroft Librarvy,

Berkeley, California.

As mentioned 1n Chapter Four, Central Wesleyan College

ceased to exist after 1941. The buildings were literally
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abandoned and all materials and property belonging to the
college were locked inside, indefinitely. Finally, six
vears later, the library, the herbarium collection, the
museum and rock collection, and all laboratory equipment
were purchased by Northeast Missouri State University
(N.M.S.U.). The N.M.S.U. administrators also agreed to
maintain Central Wesleyvan's records and students?
transcripts as part of the purchase (gsee Kenzer, 1984).
While perusing the C.W.C. Archives in Kirksville,
Missouri, I decided to look at the herbarium collection,
concerned to locate whatever infarmation I could about
the operation of C.W.C. prior to its demise. Many plant
specimens had been re—-mounted and more specifically
indentified by Dr. Melvin Conrad who is now in charge of
the collection. With his cooperation, I managed to
examine a number of the yet undisturbed specimensi the
group I looked at were from 1877. On the covers of these
specimens were notes i1ndicating where and when the
contents were collected, and Professor W.A. Sauer is
named as the college "botanist". Sauer Sr. was never
listed in the C.W.C. catalogues as anything other than an
inetructor of music or French, but he was certainly
qualified to act as the plant taxonomist. His interest
in plants and animals seems to have been profound

{College Star, 1898b). In large measure, Carl Sauer’s
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associated interest appears to have come. initially, from
hig father {(see texti also Kenzer, 1%83b). At Carl
Sauer®s daughter™s house in Berkeley, there is a notebook
that was awned bv her father as a teenager. The book 1s
entitled "Herbarium and Flant Pescription: Collected and
Identified bv Carl Sauer" and dated Apr:il 29, 1905%-June
10, 1905, All specimens 1n the notebook are taken from
the Warrenton area. Apparentlv, this 15 the anlvy
surviving notebook of several such "plant description®

books kept bv Carl Sauer as an adolescent.

It 15 often assumed, because of the order of their names,.
that Jones was the senior and Sauer the junior author of
thig influential essav. Di=scussing the article
twentv—four years after 1ts publication, however, the two
men reveal that the "Jones and Sauver" juxtaposition was
used merely to suit the alphabetical arrangement of their
names, not due to any seniar—junior designation (see W.D.

Janes toc C.0. Sauer., December 22, 1939, S.F.).

The above-mentioned German writers to whom Professor
Sauer was referring were probably Wilhelm Adol+ Becker
(1796~-1846), Heinrich Dittmar (1792-1866), Leopold von
Ranke (1795-1886), August Ludwig von Schldzer
(1735-180%9), Max Weher (?) (1864-1920), Wilhelm

Redenbacher {(1800-1876), Friedrich Wilhelm Putzger (b.
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184%), Friedrich Leberecht Wilhelm Schwartz (1821-189%9),
and Hermann Adalbert Daniel (1812-1871). Few of these
books were part of the Central Weslevan library, at least
not 1n 1877 {(Books in the Librarv., 1877). It is
theretore possible that Sauer Sr. was looking through his
personal librarv when naming these i1mportant historyvy and

geaqgraphy texts.

Sauer 1s also listed as a college freshman far the
academic vear 1903-1%204 (Annual Catalogue, 1903-1504, p.
60, but this 1s an apparent error. According to the
record for the twe previous college vears, he should have
been listed 1n 1903-1904 as a senior in the preparatory
program {(Annual Catalogue, 1201-1902, p. 547 cf. Annual

Catalogue. 1907-1903, p. 59).

The Central Weslevan Annual Catalecqgques, like mast
published material at the college. were printed in both
Ernglish and German unt:il 1218 (see Fenzer., 1984). This
particular catalogue, for instance., was alsco published azs
Einundwvierzigster Jahrlicher Katalog. Central

Wesleva
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2904-71%025., Hereafter, I shall onlv refer to the

English volumes.

As noted earlier, Central Weslevan Colleqé went defunct

in 1941 and the institution (including all possessions
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arnd agministrative records? was abandoned until Northeast

Mizgsouri 5State University (M.M.5.U.) purchased the bulk

it

af the material i1n 1947 (see NMate 8 abover. During the
tntervening 1 vears. a fair amount of viclence and
mrlferage ococuwred and., az a result. some of the
studaEnts’ records are now missing.  wWhen I checked with
the M.M.5.U. rearstrar wwho 12 now in charge ot former
Central Weslevan College students® transcripts) I was
informed that Sauer’ = records were apparentlv among those
stolen. Indeed., 1t seems that a “fair amcunt” of the
records from the 3" sectiorn of the alphabet are missing
(L. Mvers to M.E. FKenier, March Z5, 1983, persanal

correspondence’ .

Sauer was not aonlv the voungest member aof his small
clags, but apparzntlv one of the priaghtest and certainiv
ane of the most dedicated achievers. 0f the twenty—four
students who constituted the Central Weslewvan graduating
class of 1908, he was the only one whao received two
college—level degrees. Sauer either forgot this fact, or
chose to ignore it. Consequently, everything that has
heretofore been written about Sauer. has indicated that
he only had a B.A. from Central Weslevan (e.g.. Leighly,
19631 Leighly, 1974631 Leighly., 197835 Parsons and Vonnegut,
1983, p. 1537). Sauer, himself., made mentgon of aonly the

one degree (e.g., Sauer, 1972). Yet, the archival record
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is clear on this point and there can be no doubt
whatsoever that he actuallv graduated with two degrees
{see, for erxample., Annual Catalogue. 1907-1908, p. &1

Fulletin, 1999: Central Weslevan Star, 1908b: Central

i

Weslavan Star, 1908a, p. 2901 Walter, 1908). One source
notese that Sauer was awarded two separate diplomas

{Warrenton BRanner., 1908:.

The "college preparatorv” program f<alsc known as the
"academic couwrse”! 13 not to be confused with the
"general preparatorv” program. The former., as the name
1mplies, was designed for those who subsequently expected
ta enroll i1n a college-level curriculum., where a
college-level degree would be obtainable. It was a
three—-vear, six—semester pracram. The latter
program——the "general preparatory'—-—waz basicallv the
equivalent of a high school degree and thus inferior to
the tormer 1n both its reguirements and its rigor. It
was onlv a single vear, two—semester program (see, for

example, Annual Catalogue, 1904-1903, pp. 35-37).

By the time Sauer graduated from Central Weslevan,
however, the geagraphy text for the "descriptive'" course
had changed to one by Dodge (prabably Dadge, 1904)3% and
the "phvesical" geographv class was then using a book bv

Dryer {(possibly Dryer., 1%201) {Annual Catalogue,
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int
1907-1708, p. 41, The Deodge and Drwver boocks both went
through numercus editions. with onlv the gslightest

changes from vear to wvear.

o

farr’= nookl was firrst published 1 1895 ang then
reprinted. virtualliv unchanged. nearl s eacn subseqguent
vear for the next decade and cone—-hal+f. It 13 unceartain

which edition thev were wus1ng during Sauer' s era at

The college—-level requirements seemed to have 2ased
somewnat 1n the academic vear 1901907, From this time
ferward., studentszs were permitted more slective courses
Aang more divers=i1ty was intreduced 1nto the varicus
pragrams o+ studv. However, since Sauer hegan his
college work 1n 1904-120%, I can onlv assume that he was

obligated to +ellcow the sarlier couwse requirements.

Thie breakdown assumes that Sauer took the French
glective where he was given a choice between German,
L.Latin, or French 1n the scientific program. This
assumption 13 based on the fact that he knew Herman from
birth (kKenzer, 1983a, p. 268} and that he was required to
take both German and Latin in his Ypreparatory” program
{see text). Furthermore. somewhere along the wav he
picked up French because he was appointed'”assistant 1n

French" at Central Weslevan prior to his graduation
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1el
(PAnneal Catalogue. 1907-1903, p. 7). Thus, he must have
become proticient in French sometime prior tao the start
of the 1907-10708 academic vear. Moreover., since his
father knew several languages and was a Frofessor of

Firamoh at Cantral Weslevan during on: time, 1h seems

i

reascnanle o conclude that the vounger Sauer wWas

"merzuaded ro rake Srench as an elective. Fimallv.
thera nav De some guestion about tne twoe oirology courses.

bBecavuse Frencrn or German could be zubshtuted for

v

Sauver athended the Req:lvceur C2lw tor the academic
vears l8%8/99-1%0Gi 01, but there 1= far too l:i:ttle known
at hisg schocoling 1n Germanv. There 1s. however. a
"gengraphv’ treatise that survives. It was written bv
Sauver while 1n Calw, and 1t must have made quite an
impression, becoming & tepre of discussion when the

family returned to Warrenton isee W.H. Flake to C.0.

i

Sauer, JdJanuarv &, 1941, .. Sauwer took several
gengraphy courses 1n Sermanv, =0 the "geographv" was
litkely written 1n connection with one of his classes.

The pamphlet 1s 1 the passesszion of Sauver®s dauaghter,

Berkelev, California.



CHAPTER SIX

DEPARTURE., FRUSTRATION, AND CAREER FORMATION:

BACKGROUMD TO THE MORPHOLOGY OF LANISCAPE

Introduction

Between (908, the sear Lauver graduatad from C.W. .
and lert his hometcwn of Warrenton. and L2325 which marks the
ouRlization date of hie "morphologv” article, Saver’'s lire
was contiauouwsly wrought with trving., otten highlvy
frustrating., superiences. In the earlv part ot the autumn o+t
1908 he matriculated at Northwestern Universitvy witn the
prospect aof taking a graaquate degress 1in gecliagvy. A vear at
Morthwestern. however. convinced Sauer that neilther
Marthwestern nor gdeclooy would suit his career plans. The
tollowing vear he enrolled at the University of Chicago as a
Fh.D. candidate :1n thne Department of Geographv.

Chicago appealed to Sauwer, but university,
apparesntliv, did nat. Determined te establish himselt in the
publizshing rndustry. he lett the University in 1911 and toot
a job with The Municipal Art League of Chicago where he hoped
he would get the necessarv experience to undertake newspaper

‘

wort. His cbjiective of entering the publishing field

163
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persisted during the five months he worked for the Art
lLeague. He soon came to realize, however, that although the
League afforded him an opportunity to establish contacts, it
could never be a means to an end. An editorial position
opened up at The Rand McNally Company and Sauer promptly took
it, remaining with Rand McNally for nearly sixteen months.
Unfortunately, his first job in a publishing house turned
into a colossal disappointment. For despite the fact that
Sauer was promised numerous promotions, and in spite of his
belief that he was the most diligent person in the editorial
room, he never received the promation he was hoping for. He
was on the verge of resigning when he received word of a
temporary teaching position at Salem Mormal School in Salem,
Massachusetts. With little hesitation he quit the Rand
McMally firm and took hold of the opportunity to the east.

The job at Salem was a blessing, for this would
provide Sauer with sufficient income to get married. He
married his hometown sweetheart, Laorena L. Schowengerdt
(18920-197%5), and they immediately departed for New England.
Carl and lLorena Sauer spent their honevmoon in Salem, as
there was no time to go anywhere elsei Carl was committed to
be there and teach. When the semester ended, they left Salem
and headed for Ann Arbor where Carl, now twenty-four, had
procured a summer teaching job at the University of Michigan.

When the summer of 1914 came to a close, the Sauers
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moved to Chicago. Carl had earlier decided to return to the
Universitvy of Chicago and complete his docterate, so he spent
the next vear and one—-half collecting materials and warking
1n earnest ta write his thesis. Shortly betore his
graduation, an offer came from William H. Hobbs (1864-1953)
ta retuwrn to the University of Michigan as a permanent member
ot the facultv. The Department of Geologv at Michigan was
changing 1ts name to the Department of Gealagv and Seographv
and thev wanted Sauver, 1n essence., to be the geographv
component. Sauer accepted straignhtaway anad arrived back in
Ann Arbor in January of 1916,

In the seven and cne—half vyears Sauer spent 1n Ann
Arbor a great deal was accomplished: he helped to establish
the Michigan Land Economic Survev {(see Schnmaltz, 1978)% he
helped locate and create a permanent field camp site for the
University 1n the state of Kentuckv i{see James, 1283)7 he was
elected to membership in the A4.A.5. (see Chapter Twor and
read several important papers before that bodvi and, due to
hiz scheolarly effarts and his popularity as an instructor, he
was routinely promoted until he became a ftull professor in
1922. Yet, despite his rapid promctions and his apparent
successes, he was still unhappy and agitated with his
foreseeable prospects. It is clear that Sauer +felt
constrained by the Midwestern approach to geography (see

Sauver, 1974, p. 191}, the predominant approach at the time
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(Rugg., 1981)5 he definitely did not wish to continue with his
applied research.

In 192% an attractive offer came from the University
of California at Berkelev, and Sauer was drawn west to new
horirons. Berkelev represented an ooportunity to put his
emerging perspective of geegraphvy 1nto practice. He arrived
in August of that same vear. as the new Chairman of the
Department of Geograpnv, and he remained with the Rerkelev
Department for the rest of his litfe.

The purpose of this chapter 1s twofcld. It will
firstlv shed some light on Sauer’s life between the years
1908 and 19255 i1t will sketch the major changes that Sauer
experienced during this period and show how Sauer responded
to those changes. More importantly, however, it secondly
demonstrates that "The Morphologvy of Landscape! was primarilv
an outgrowth of Sauer s Warrenton experiences, and that the
intervening vears {(130%9-1%924) had surprisingly little
influence on the development of his gecgraphic/scientific
agenda., less indeed than one might assume. At bottom, I
shall argue that the "morphologv" was a natural result of the
strong Germanic training and world view he acquired in his
hometown. EBetween 1208 and 19258 Sauwer’s thinking and
interests were focused mainlv on academic geography, but they
were decisivelyv colored bv a Meltanschauung steeped in

.

late-nineteenth—century Goethean thought inherited from the
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initial eighteen and one-half vears that Sauer spent in
Warrenton and southern Germanvy (Chapter Threei Chapter Fours
Chapter Fivei Kenzer, 1983b).

A Year in Evanston

In 1908, a few months shvy of hils nineteenth birthdav,
Zarl 0. Sauer left wWarrenton, Misscouri and Central Weslevan
College to attend graduate school in Evanston, Illinois as a
geclogy student at Northwestern Universitwv.?
Nerthwestern had a Methodist background (e.g.. Williamson and
Wild., 1976, especially pp. 3863-347) and it was perhaps the
logical place 1n the Midwest to zend a budding Methodist
schaolar for graduate training {Dow, 1983, p. 83 Riess., 197&,
p. 6&). Sauer was obviously well prepared academically, for
he would arrive in Evanston with two baccalaureate
degrees——one in the classics and a second in the sciences.
Bv this time he was fluent in German. English., and French
{Chapter Five), and his knowledge of lLatin and Greek was
superior to most of his peers (Pulse, 139065 Pulse, 1%907).
All indications were that he would be a promising graduate
student and take his degree in geoclogy at Northwestern as
expected.

Upon first arriving in Evanston, Sauer seemed to
enjaoy his encounter with a new environment and his initial
taste of graduate school. In the earliest exﬁant letter +from

the period,? he would write to his hometown friend
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ana companion that “U. dNMorthwestern {sicl 1g all-right” (C.O.
Sauer to L.L. sSchowengerdt, November 11, 1908). At about the

zame time he would send arsetingz back to Frotessor Frick at

C.w.C. oand nete Ehat "in general hterms. my =cheel work and I

i

@@m Lo agres .eryv well. mv teachers ars wverv kind andg
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naioful ang [ hooe to gc well sncugh to maintain. at l=ast

partially. the hiagh standards which Central wWesie=svan Collesgoe

u
T
i
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%, and deserses Lo, 1n the aves of the ftacher

y
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Dentral Weslevan Shtar., L9030, Saver s apparent pleaaswre
wpon ary sing ab MNorthwestern was perhaps legircal and to be

was the first time that he would

i
b
y—
«
i
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expechted. At e

JEMTUra out 1nto the world on his ownid he was not vet
ninetesen. The contrast with Warrenton was obwvigus and the
"mewress”! of Evanston was possibly attractive to haim. Mig

-+:
4.

love at+fair witnh Evanston would be short lived however., and
twe thirgs 1o parcicular seem to have combined to artect
Saver's outlook: his German—Methodist packground and his
sudden academic awakening.

Sauver was raised a Methodist in Warrenton and there
he was. 1n late-1908. in another Methodist communitv.
Evanston. [llinore was sti1ll heavilv Methodist i1n Sauer’s
2ra. The communitv’s Methodist heritage was so strong in
fact that manv of the citv’s streets are named +or prominent

Methodists (zee Sheppard anda Hurd, 1906, pp. 311-31&)., and

one would think that he would have adapted to his new home
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with little or no difficulty. But while Evanstonians were
Methodist, they were English-speaking members of the
Methodist Episcopal Chuwech. The distinction was indeed a
major one.

As we have seen previously, Sauer was raised as a
Methodist, but as a German—-Methodist (Douglas, 1939). His
family was German, his hometown was German, his alma
pater was (at the very least!) bilingual, and most of the
C.W.C. instructors had had a thorough Berman education.
Sauer himself had also spent three years as a student in
southern Germany and was consequently familiar with German
culture on a first-hand basis., Hence, when he returned from
Germany he had no trouble adjusting to Warrentoni there was
little to adjust to. But the switch to Evanston produced an
entirely different set af circumstances. Heavily steeped in
a warld view markedly distinct from the situation he
discovered at Northuwestern, he found little comfort in his
rnew environment. It was already becoming evident that his
Germanic background would prove to be of continuing
consequence.

The Germans have traditionally been known for having
a good time socially, Methodists or otherwise. In the
history of the American West, the stories are legion about
the conflicts between the Germans and the non-Germans over

the issue of a joyous Sabbath. Time and time again one reads



170
about the infamous Germans and theilr sense of
Gematiichieit, their good—-natured. easv—goingness.
Thev were a livelv people who enjoved an occas:ional drink,
and thev never guestioned the appropriateness of a healthv
and festive celebration. In short. thev enjoved themselves.
Couglas has cactured this German—aAmerican spirtih:

The Germans...were a gregarious peaple. Thev
were never guite as happv and their social
organitation was never quite complete until thev
had assocrated themselves into Vereine
{societiesl....wWherever he went the German founded
saclieties tor social, philanthropic, religious, and
cul tural purposes.

One of the numercus German characteristics not
completelv understandable toc the more staid
elements of the community was their ditferent,
fun—-loving approach to living which was not in the
trradition of the settlers +rom the (American] East.
At the end of the davis work the Germans relaxed in
pleasure. Their behaviour furnished a contrast to
the busy American who took his pleasure sericusly.
Thev sangi thev drank (Douglas, 1939, pp. 4-63%i aleso
see Hawqgood., 1970, pp. J4-37: Faust. 19489, veol. 2,
pp. I78-386% U Connor, 1968, pp. Z88+f: Flvnt,
18947 .

In one sense., German—-Methodism can be seen as the

ecs

il

nti1al and predictable outcome of the Germanic

‘

&

[

tanschauung when combined with the religiocus

convictions of a Methopdist approach to salvation. The
English-speaking Methodists were conservative and reserved:i
the German—speaking Methodists were "fun—loving" and full of
life. In other words., it was virtually impossible to be
simul tanecuslv German and Methodist unless the Germans were

‘

allowed to form their own church and thereby practice their
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own variant of Methodism (gsee Schneider, 1939, especially pp.
4565-466) .

The point has been made, and 1t clearlyv describes the
si1tuation 1n Evanston and Sauver’s response to this particular
scectal climate. A German—American like Carl Sauer simply
would not have +elt comtortable 1n thie "toreign”
enviranment. He had been used to a more spirited social
climate 1n Warrsnton, and that 1= probablvy why he would write
home 1n that same first letter cited acove! that "Sociallw
nething doing Chere in Evanstenl except Saturdavs and
Sundaves. I have alwavs spent erther or both 1n Chicageo®
.0, Sauver to L.L. Schowengerdt. November 11.

19087 .3 A Methodist and a German-Methodist make

strange bedfellows. and one can 1mmediately envisian Sauver’s
reaction to the subdued, prim and proper envirenment he
encountered in Evanston.

A second reason for Sauver’s uneasiness and
frustration 1n Evanston was due to his sudden realization
that perbaps geclogv was not his forte. When he graduated
from his now-defunct Missouri zlrpa »ater his aim was to
matriculate at Northwestern as a petrography student
{(Leighly, 1976, p. 337). Unfortunately, the record is
unclear regarding what Sauer planned to do with a petrographv
degree. Since he was so fascinated with the geclogical

reports he had read at C.W.C. {(Chapter Four), it is feasible
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that he was i1nterested 1n conducting survey work for the
government. Litewrse, since hizs father was a college
professor, and given that Sauer himself had teaching
auperience at Central Weslevan, 1t 15 ot course poessible that
he considered a career as an nstructor of geoloagv. He
certainlv had great admiration +or his former geologwv
instructor., Frofessor John H. Frick (Chapter Fivei kenzer,
19858d,. and Fraick mav indeed have been partiallv responsiible
for steering Sauer tao dMorthwestern. Moreover. the then—head
of the M.U. Geclocov Department, Ulyssess Sherman Grant
(18&7~1932), was a petrographer of naticnal repute and., given
Sauer s venue 1n Missouri, Northwestern would appear to have
been a natural and admittedlv good choice to seek out a
degree in petrologv. Sauer worked under Grant while in
Evanston. and the two mern remained friends for manv
vears.* Whatever the origin of Sauer’™=s motivation
to attend Morthweshtern. he enrolisd with the intent of
becaoming a petrologist.s

But almest 1mmediatelv Sauer’'s interssts changed., and
his dedication to petrographv diminished. In a letter
written to Frick within a month of Sauer’s arrival in
Evanston., Sauer details his then—current cowsework. He

xplains that he was taking physiography, assaying,
chemistry, mineralogv, and petrographv with Prefessor Grant

{(Kenzer, 1985d: Central Weslevan Star, 1908c). At the close
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of the letter he makes a maost revealing comment: "I wish vou
could teach a full vear of geonlogy at C.W.C. also wmake
physical geographv a freshman or sophmore studv of a rall
year and puat trew throwugk 2E hard”" temphasiz added). Sauer
enrolled at Northwestern as a geclogv student and vet., within
the first monch of his studires. he was witing home convinced
of the value ot phvsical gecgraphv. bihv woulad a student
whose "chiet studv”" was petragraphv. fi:nd such i1mmediate
interest 1n geoqgraphv? The answer liecs, [ helieve. 1n
Sauer’s alreadv growing recognition of his relative tsolation
in a career devoted to petrographic research. Fetrographv
was precccupied with the local, i1mmediate., descriptive
conditions of rocks and minerals. There was little or no
desire to understand their importance from a wider
perspective (Loewineon—-Lessing, 1934, pp. I7-32). Geoagraphv.
an the other hand., forced one out ot the labaratorv and in to
a dvnamic natural environment. In contrast to petrographv. a
geographic study was +ti1eld-oriented. where beoth one’s
research and analvsis focused not on minerals or
crystals., but on the landscape and the larger picture——tne
surface of the sarth. As Sauer recounted vears later of this
rising awareness:

I worked at petrography for a vear and 1 learned
that vou did not look at the countrv or the beds of
the rock, vou leaked in thin sections. Thevy were
interesting, they made very interesting patterns

when you turned the stage. 1 knew well before the
vear was advanced that if that was geclogy that was
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not mv dish {(Dow. 1583, p. 8.
Thi1s concern tor the large picture was of course scmething
important to Sauer. Rarely one to dwell on detai1l, he was
forever cencerned with svnthesis and the whole (e.g.. Sauer,
1941a:.

Though he mavy not have vrealized 1t at the time,
netrograpny’s lack of concern for man was also a probable
facter i1n Sauer’s leaning toward ceagraphv. This neqglect of
the human component undoubtedly contributed to his decis:ion
ta terminate hig work 1n the Chemistrv Department after his
first term at Northwestern. In a letter written less than
twa manths atter thne cne sent to Prafessor Frick, Sauer
euplainse to his brother and sister—in-law that "I like mv
work first rate, all put Chemuistrv. Well, I'm going toc guit
that and take up topographic mappinag the second semester, and
then 1711 be satisfied” (C.0. Sauer tgo bBrother and

Sizter—in-law, December 1&6. 1908, In sum. he was getting

til

beored with genlogv. As he explained te his future wife,
“Schocl work is getting rather monctonous., and 1711 be glad
ta trv mv hand at something else next vear" (C.0. Sauer to
L.L. Schowengerdt, January 30. 120%9). Like gecgraphv,
topographic mapping allowed Sauver to examine the warld not
through a microscope. but from a panoramic perspective.
Petraographv and chemistry would conseqguently fall bv the

waveide as they were both too concerned with analysis and



minutia. Mareover, petrography was completelw devoird of
human actionsi geocgraphy allowed Sauer not only to focus
hropadlvy, but to accommodate hie i1nterest 1n the broader
nictuwre ang living things.

As an 1ndependent discipline, geooraphy did not sxist

at Morthwestern until 1243 (keonzer, 19873, In Sauer"s era,

the university gtrered enlv twe

th

enester—length courses i1n
gecaraphyv and both were supplementarv to a degree 1n
geolegv.®* Thus, given Sauer’s 1nterest in and

growing awareness of the bi1g pictuwre. 1t wazs onlv legical
that he look elsewhere. Une of his more astute i1nstructars
suggested that Sauer drop geclogvy and consider working with
Follin D. Salisbuwry 1858-1922) in the oldest graduate
department of gecaraphv in Morth America (see Dow. 1983, p.

=
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hicage i{Pattiscn. 1%81:% James ana
Martin., 1981, pp. Z10-315). When the schoel vear was over,
Sauer acted on his confidant’ s advice and made the momentous
dqecision to move across town and become a student of human
geacaraohy at Chicago.
Chicago and Geography

Saver s atfiliation with the University of Chicago
turned out teo be about as satisfvying as his relationship with
Northwestern had been. It was clear from the very beginning
iof his residence in Chicago proper) that his heart was just

not in academia, and that he longed to return to his native
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haunts. In Qctaber of 19209, a mere three davs after he had
left Warrenten (at the end of the summer break), he would
write to his futuwre wite 1n a spoon-to-become-tvpical mcood of
melanchelv. He wrote home on C.W.C. stationary and exclalmed
1n the letter that the "W" 1n the letterhead “stands for work
riaht now, and for warrenton—-—scmetime 1n the ramote future'.
His thoughts were not on his studies however., but instead on
his contortables hometown ard on the memoriss ot more
care—free tilmes. He had made an 1mportant decision to leave
Morthwestern rand petrographyr, and to enrall at Chicage fas a
geogl-aphy student:. One might expect that he would have been
excirted about the move and eaqger to test the waters of hisg
new-found discipline. But the move had become a matter of
introspection., and Bauer's restlessness i1ndicates that
"eeceond thoughts" were perhaps in order:

It is alwavs hard for me to become satisfied in a
new place....fnd =0 these davs [ have thought
mostlyvy about mv futuwre., and therebv made matters
worse. For this 1s the big thing which I must
contront naw....3Scome men never decide what they
want to deo. thev take up some line of work
temporarilv, and some day thev are going to decide.
Before that dav comes, thev are gld. and untit for
the harness. I wish to aveoid this. Meost of us are
=0 nearly egqually gifted, that success is merelv a
matter of good health and enthusiasm. And vou can't
put the proper enthusiasm into yvour work, unless
vou are satisfied the work i1s what vou want,-—which
iz where I'm "up in the air'". Most people think I
am up here in preparation for my chosen work,——I
wish I knew (C.0. Sauer to L.L. Schowengerdt,
October 3, 1909).

.

A few lines later, he begins to recall his experiences in



177
Warrenton, when working for the school newspaper, and his
editorial position on the Pulse (Chapter Four). His
remarks bespeak his uneasiness with the situation at hand,
despite having transferred to Chicago: "The call of the
country editor is strong upon me again, the very smell of the
printing office lures me". Fighting with his emotions, Sauer
continues the pensive letter:
But enough aof this{ I'm going to have hard work
this vear, which will be excellent discipline, and
I will learn in many other ways, and next year even
if they again offer me a fellowship, which most
likely they won™t, I1°11 stay out of school and try
to arrive at a decision (C.0. Sauer to L.L.
Schowengerdt, October 3, 1209).
Later in this same letter, however, he once again wanders
away from the immediate task of completing a graduate degree
and intimates to his close friend\that "I admire the life of
a country editor, and I think in him is the potentiality of
doing much good, more so than in most other
vaocations".?

That first letter was not a rare occurrence. Sauer’s
letters home, almost without exception, tell of his desire to
quit school, to move in to the publishing field {or, at the
very least, out of academia), and to recapture the sense af
securitty he left behind in Warrentan. Later that same month,
forr instance, he would tell Lorena:

I am going down—-town and read some
reference—material on Missouri, to which I am

devoting a good share of my attention; And [sicl
the more 1 read the more I'11 wish I were back down
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He +oung Chicaco a gefinite raprovement over Evanston:

Lalt's not malfd pad up herei: [ come the nearzst to

Iitring trnis olace of anvy at whicn [Twe ever been

Jut., wundsr N roreeseailie 2LLUALLON Wwould ne gnntlinue NLs
dagrae artsr that inrcral sear at Chiacod

Hi (FProfessor rollin 0.0 zalisburs, Sauer’ € graduate
agvizor at Chicagol andg Frot. 8arrows [Harlan H.
Rarrows Ll -19a%r . angther nstructor 1n o the
Chicago Geography Lepartment and a member of
Sauer 's JLssertation commitiee sae Chaptar Two?l
nave alrsady larg olarns for me rfor mv Fhooo I
wonder what they’'d sav 1+ 1 otela them thers wasn™ o

acing to be anvy Ph.D. for me..... don’t want to be

a learned man rront now. maveoe lacer [011 get the

calli. as rmev sav of - ministers, Lo the

scneolroom and the bheck-shelves (.0, sauer to L.b.
TR

schowengerdht., Jdeotcber 20

In the =zogrinc semester Sauer’ s atfitude had net ven

changed. He was s=t1ll oent on leaving uriversity arter the
school vear was over. and he continued to Lok toward

publishing as a futures fireld of smplovment. Eventually he

al

discussed the matter with Salispurv., and at+terwards he wrate

to his parents:

Sal [s1cl save that I should centinue mv studies
and later *teach 1n a college. I I drep cut now. I
will have to teach 1n a nigh schoel and that would
be a waste of time. B ows L[alseol agreed that I

should continue-—to stav another vear-—and that

thev would get me a tutoring et 1+ 1 need the

money (C.0. Sauer to Parents. Februarwv 18, 19103,
The talk with his supervisor was cbviously nelpful, and he

wrote arnd mentioned to Lorena that "...1t looks as 1+ mv

addaress next vear would be Chicago....He {Salisburv] didn't



take at all kindlv to the 1dea [or mv gurttingl., and =o 1
shall oroftasnliyv be pack 1n the told ror another vear'.
But whereas Sauer was still uncertain about niz career nlans.

he was completely convinced chat a secend vear at Chicagoe

wWouLd D s orastl "mavewav. v 1 am bhach here nent
vear, L omeEan:s ooy last vear at scnocl. ["ve peern o the zame

road a lzona, leng time. and I shall certainiv ne glad when
the curn comes” remphasis added) WC.0. Zau=sr o L.l
schowengerat., Februar s e, 19000,

Saver decidec ta =tav at Chicago that seceond vear,

T

he renewal of his fellowship being one probable reascon WC.ou.
Saugr o L.l. Scrowengerdt. sSor:l 2L, 19100, In realitv., he
had no ohther opticns. unless ne gould retwrn to Warrznton andg
nerhape teach at C.W.C. 2ut Central Weslevan sz emrol lment
was farrlv stable and, 1+ he was unable fto secure a position
with the local newspaper, 1t would ze=sm as thouagh there was

ne olace reor him back home.

“+

A secona {and unden:aoply more important' reascon for
Sauer 'z decisi1on to remain at Chizago was the cpportunity
Salisbuwryv oftered him to do geclogical tieldweork during he
summer of 1210, The Illinois Geolpgical Survev was trving to
fini1sh the mapping of the (llinois Vallev. Most of 1t had
been completed, but one major portion. the upper third of the

Vallev, st1ll remained. Salisbury (who was 1n charge of the

proiect) approached Sauer about the possibilitv. asking
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whether he miaght wish to undertake this 1Z25-mile section of
the survev. He sensed that Sauver’s enthusiasm for school was
st11l quite lax. and he hoped to 1nstill a greater i1nterest
in him via geoclogreal freldwork ((C.30. Sauver to L.L.
Schowengerdt, april 28, 19130 4dWhen the zurvev was complete,
1t would necessitate a written regort. and Salisbury knew of
Sauer’'=s strong penchant for witing., With trepidaticon Sauver
accepntad the challenge.

The worlk proved highlv beneticiral. both to Sauver's
school work and to his 1nterest 1n academic pursults,.
Cropeping him 1n the middle of the Upper Illinois vallev ta
chart the local geclogyvy helped raise his level of
zelf-confidence. It also forced him, wnile alone 1n the
countrveide, to reflect on his present and future plans. His
letters home during this peri:od are both pensive and
introspective. He enjoved being free from the classroom., but
he never relinauished his thoughts about editorial work:

I...am going back fto universitvl just long encugh
to wite out my report, which mav be Christmas, mav
be Easter, mav be June. Then I'm going to tell
Frof. Salisbury that I'm going to give gealaogv a
six moenth’s rest and trv some newspaper office. If
I can break mvselt ot the notion of newspaper work,
1t will be =ix months well invested., 1f not I°11
have something to stick to....Il've had the call to
journalism ever since I could write, and I want to
find out 1f it's a false alarm (C.0. Sauer to L.L.
Schowengerdt, July 24, 121Q).

After numerous delavs, his summer fieldwork was published as

Geograpby of the Upper Illinois Yallev and History of
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Development (Sauer., 1%91sa:. Sauer’s peculiar research

astrayv from the more traditional format of
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a geoalogic survev. resulting 1n what might more prooerlv be
termed a mnatural histaory studv., thus accounting for the
somewnhat gda title of hiz “gecloorcal” monograph. Examining
nis correspondence +rom the field., we can note that he was
relativel v conscious of this fact from the beagirmning. He was
a geographer, not a geclogirst:
Mative—-study 15 one of mv sidelines. ['m ocut
fworkingl i1in man—forcaken places most of the time,
and am learning lots abpout out-or—-doors: more 1t
seems to me about things above the surtace L[viz..
geoaraphvl. than abeout things beneath [wviz.,
geclogvl (C.0. Sauer to L.l. Schowengerdt, July 1,
19100,
Letters written to his parents during the summer of
1710 =uggest that Sauer was f2d up with the survev report
iong. long betore he ever completed the fireldweork particon of

1t. When he returned to Chicagoe nhe declined an offer ov
Salisbury to teach a cowrse 1n the Geographv Department. He

was once again searching for an alternative to an academic

“+

uture——something more "practical”——again ruminating on the
perceil1ved virtues of publishing:

I"ve been thinking a lot about mv future. I think
I"ve come to a cornclusion. ["m going to give up
geologv and become a jownalist....I'm sure all my
relatives want me to become a scholar. I have
decided not to., but not because I'm not gifted
enough. On mv newfound path things look good. After
this report is finished, 1711 get a few classes to
teach, as Salisbury has promised. Then it = a small
step to an instructorship. In ten vears [°11 be
getting $2,500. But, much further I will not get.
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That would be okays life would be okay. But it's
not what I want. It°s not a matter of geclogy or
geography-—I"m very satisfied with them. It’s a
question of the academic versus the
practical....I1l look for a job with a newspaper
in a small town (10-50,000 people). 1 feel better
now that I’ve come to this decision——better than
I"ve felt in a long time (C.0. Sauer to Farents,
July 24, 1910).

He finished the necessary reconnaissance, returned to
Chicago, and began to piece together his research findings.
Shortly after New Years, 1911, a new twist was added
to Sauer®s plans: a proposal that he work for the Municipal
Art Leaque the following summer. The League was a civic
organization wih strong interests in cleaning up Chicago and
the related task of adorning the city with works of art (see
Millard, 1921). This was definitely attractive to Sauer, as
it could possibly lead to something more in keeping with his
editorial interests. OFf greater importance, however, 1t was
the doorway that might open into the "practical" career he
helieved he was suited for. It required little time for him
tao think the matter over before accepting:
I"ve had a tentative offer of work for the
summer . ...Last night Goode [Professar J. Faul Goode
(1862-1932), anocther member of the Geography
Department at Chicagol came arocund to me with a
deal which 1 accepted. The various museums,
institutes, and schools of Chicago are joining to
get out a hand-bogk—-—a sort of guide to all the
cul tural institutions of the city. Arrangemnets
aren’t quite complete, but I°11 probably be
managing editor of the enterprise....Ilt seems to
pay me better to stay at school than to work for a

living, but work I must after June (C.0. Sauer to
L.L. Schowengerdt, January 26, 1911).



85 mentioned above, the position lasted for approximatelyv
five months. but before it had ended Sauer was disappointed
that he was no closer to becoming a newspaper editor than
hetore he accepted the summer job. However. he did produce
somathing that he was prcoud of while emoloved with the League
Sauer, 1911, even though the thin brochure rtails to mention
him bBv name. Unce the small "hand-bock” was complete. he
staved on a while with the League., carrving out investigative

ward on various tepics under the title of "assistant

Fraofessor Goode. who had secured the Art Lesque ioo

b}
s

oo

for Sauer. told him next of a gessible eda position

it
(8]

mia

[t

]

cpening up at RAand MonNMal lv. Goade did cartograpnic werl for

the mae fi1rm and was one of thelr senior emplovees. Hig
sudden 1nterest 1n Sauer s somewhat of a mvstery however, as
the ftwo men nad seemingly little contact unt:l that time.

Sauer was 1nterviewed +or the position., was accepted as an

i

emplovee shortly therzafter, and began work on Julw 1. 1712,
It was impaortant that he land a permanent, +ull-time job: He
had recently proposed to Lorena. and her parents were
urwiiling to let the bwo get marri=2d unti!l Sauver had a “real”
posi1tion. something with a futuwre.

Sauepr’s rtirst dav at Rand McMallvy passed pleasantlwv.
He wrote home to Lorena euplaining his duties and prospechtst

iz teone was optimistic, and his expectations were obviouslvy
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He seemed happy tor the first time in many months:

I’ve worked a whole day on our job....Mr

Newkirk C[his boss at Rand McNallyl said he was
going to start me aoff in the editorial office and
then later let me get experience in other
departments so that I get an all round {sicl
business knowledge. They must take some interest in
me, because I know some college men who have worked
in this editorial office for years, and never have
had a chance at anything else or have anyone to
look after them. Miss Hammitt [Sauer’s immediate
supervisorl assigned me to a temporary desk, and
put me at work right away, and the day passed in a
jiffy....There are seventeen in the editorial
office—-—most of them women. Several of the young
men came around and introduced themselves and
everyone was just lovely (emphasis in original)
(C.0. Sauer to L.L. Schowengerdt, July 1, 1912).

In the remaining sixteen months that Sauer worked for

the map and textbook firm, that first letter would be

practically his only cheerful piece of correspondence home.

The position turned into a literal nightmare for Sauer. He

too would become one of the "college men'" who never made 11t

bevond the editorial room. The only satisfaction he achieved

while employed there was his weekly paycheck, but even that

seemed insignificant after a time. A short twentv—-two days

after he had started his new job he would write to Lorenal

Theres no excitement in this work at all, except
in looking forward to pay—davy, which comes
to-morrow. 711 have to learn a great deal of
patience, I expect.

In lieu of admitting that he was unhappy, determined to make

goad in & publishing house, Sauver instead rationalized the

miserable conditions at Rand McNally:

That*s why I am glad in a way for this sort of
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warks it’s self-discipline. and I need to school
mvself in daoing unpleasant tasks pleasantly (C.0.
Sauer to L.L. Schowengerdt, July 23 (night), 1912).
The real troubles at Rand McNally were vet to come
for Sauer. He would shortly find himself in one of the most
thoroughly agonizing period=s of hie life. Miss Hammitt (the
Editor-in-Chief) and Sauer never got along vervy well at all.
The two of them were apparently strong-willed individuals and
both had personalities incompatible with one another. From
the outset Sauer®s letters home tell of his i1ncreasing
frustration with the woman and, by extension., his position
with the companv. His complaints about his superior began on
the last dav of his initial month with the firm:
I had a guarrel with Miss Hammitt to-dav....She’s a
peculiar little waoman, not a hit approachable, nor
does any one about the oftice feel that she takes a
personal interest in their work (C.0. Sauer to L.L.
Schowengerdt, July 31, 1912).
Dav by dav the hostility continued to grow between them. The
very next dav Sauwer would further reveal his feelings and
impressions of Miss Hammitt and explain that his anguish was
not confined to this one woman alone:
She*s the most unsympathetic person, and 1 can’t
warm up to her at all. Her assistant, Miss Tibbits,
positively gives me the creeps. She sits all davy
with a sneer on her face, and watches evervbodvy
around the office like a hawk, and if someone makes
a slip she pounces on them with unholy
jOY....Previously at school or in work 1 have
always worked under people te whom 1 have looked up
[tol with warmth and enthusiasm....But I°11 confess
that I can’t look upon my present superior with

even a shade of that feeling. I don’t believe she
appreciates anything (C.0. Sauer to L.L.



186
Schowengerdt, August 1, 19212).

As time moved on Sauer came to loathe his now
meaningless editorial position. His relationship with Miss
Hammitt evolved into an outright hatred of the woman, and the
tension in the office scon reached a frantic level:

Yesterday I had a row with Miss Hammitt and to—-day
another....1 had been thinking some of getting
myselt transferred to Mr. Newkirk® s department, but
now I'm going to stay and fight, and if Miss
Hammitt tries to get rid of me, 1711 air the
situation. I haven®t the nagging persistency of
those women. but if they want trouble, they®ll get
it....I never saw such an outrageocus
situation....I"m not in the least bit worried. but
I"'m beginning to get mad (C.0. Sauer to L.L.
Schowengerdt, August 22, 19212).

To his parents he would also confide that the situation was

most unsavory and that he was considering putting some

distance between himself and his superior:
I had some difficulties with Miss Hammitt again
this week. My former ideas about her have only been
strengthened. 1 found out this week that maore than
once she has pushed young men aout of the office who
showed some talent in their work....if things aqet
too bad, I will "take to the road" for a while as a
textbook agent....There are so many things that I
can only tell you in person. The conditions in owr
office are simply without limit (C.0. Sauer to
Farents, August 25, 1912).

By late—-November Sauer®s frustration with the map
company was pronounced. He was not only on less—than-cordial
terms with Miss Hammitt, but he was now fed up with the firm
altogether. In particular, he was upset with Mr. Newhkirk who

had hired him-and who had regularly promised him a promotion

and more challenging work. The day before Thanksgiving Sauer
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wrrote to Lorena and explained his circumstances in great
detail. From the following lengthy passage we can assess not
only his disappointment with his current situation, but alseo
hre realization that his present path in life was seemingly
headed 1n the wrong direction:

Dear, I°'ve neen :in agonvy all week, and 1t’=s gotten
s0 bad to-dav that 1 don’t know what to do....1°ve
had all the experience i1n map-work anv person can
need. { know the Rand MchMallvy maps backwards and
frontwards., so that [ dan’t relish doing much more
af that. Also, vou know the unprogressive character
of the affice. To-dav I met Mr. Newkirk....I saw mv
opportunity and told him that I had been thinking
about his =sending me out on the road occas:cnally,
and that after all that was very indefinite and
that I felt that I needed more than merelvy
cccasi1onal experience, rather a good. comprehensive
experience in fi1eld-work. I told him toco that I had
besen tied down to map-—work, and saw little else
than that in sight in the office....The point of it
all was, he didn’t want to speak to me about the
road-work, and tried to jelly me into believing
that my present job was all-right....All the
glittering promises he made before I started work,
about being willing to put me in anv department. or
letting me go on the roadi where are thev?...1 want
to stav with the [publishingl house, but I can’t
afford to stav at this sort of work much longer.
I'm not growing at that jeob I'm just being
exploited.

Sauer adhered for sixteen long, hair—-pulling months.
He had no other optionsi he needed desperatelvy to enter and
to begin a career in the publishing field. Tired of school,
he had already decided to drop ocut of university (though he
continued to foster his contacts with the Geography
Department at Chicago). More importantly, hopever, was the

fact that he was under pressure to maintain a full-time job
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if he wished to marry Lorena.

By October of 1913, after having been duly promised
everything under the sun at Rand McNally, Sauer still had not
achieved any sort ot noteworthy promotion. When a minor
raise had finally been approved, it took the company months
to give the extra money to the vyoung editor. His tolerance
was understandably wearing thin, and he was on the verge of
resigning:

I think I have had less enthusiasm for my work this
weelk than ever before. I shall probably be horribly
croses from now on until I know what Mr. Nlewkirkl
is going to do with me. My patience is clear
absolutely gone and I m liable to get myself fired
1f nothing happens pretty soon....Il*ve been anxiocus
to have a real talk with him for some time and
still I've sort of dreaded it as I have been
saomewhat ill-natured and I don”t want to appear as
though I was airing a grudge (C.0. Sauer to L.L.
Schowengerdt, October 8, 1913).
Meanwhile, in earlv-—-Movember, a letter from the State Normal
School in Salem, Massachusetts would arrive at the Rand
McMally office addressed to a "Mr. Paul". The letter would
read:

We are in need of an assistant instructor in
geagraphy for the remainder of the year at an
annual salary of about two thousand dollars.
Frofessor Barrows recommends you and thinks you may
be interested in the position (J.4. Pitman to Mr.
Faul, October 0, 12173).

Two weeks later a second letter would arrive for Mr. Paul
when no reply was made to the first (J.A. Pitman to Mr. Paul,

November 10, 1213). On November 19, Sauer would receive

copies of the two letters accompanied by a third letter, this
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time addressed properly to "Mr. Carl Sauer'":

I am enclosing copies of letters which,
because I was not given your name correctly, have
failed to reach you. I shall be very glad to hear
from you at an early date (J.A. Fitman to C.0.
Sauer, MNovember 17, 1213).

Sauer was greatly enthused at the prospect of leaving
Rand McNally., but he was uncertain about teaching and
reentering & university milieu. He immediately discussed the
prospect with his friends in the Geography Department at
Chicago (C.0. Sauwer to L.L. Schowengerdt, November 19, 1913}
and was seemingly “hooked" at once:

The more I think about the eastern job, the more I
teel that I°m going to fall before the temptation
if it comes mv way.

When compared to Rand McMallwv, all the horrible things he had
said and thought about an academic career began to look
appealing at that moment. Only one day atter receiving the
news he would write Lorena:

In the firgt place $2000 is a lot of money., maore
than I°d make in a long, long time at any thing
else. Then there are the nice long vacations in
which one can do as one pleases. Then there would
be the chance for me to do some writing, and that
inclination has grown upon me greatly in the last
vyear or two. I think it would be fine if we would
live in the East {sicl for a while....Salem i=s a
town on the sea, 135 miles from Boston. There is
lots of wonderful country arcund. Gloucester is
just a few miles, the New Hampshire line is only 20
miles distant. Cape Cod is less than 60 miles
off...Fortland, Me. only 80! 20 milee farther and
vou would be in the White Mts. or in Vermont. Think
of all the excursions we could take in a week—end!
I'd better quit writing about it or 1°11 disappoint
myself if the job doesn*t came through (C.0. Sauer
to L.L. Schowengerdt, November 20, 1913).
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It was clear that Sauer was excited and ready for a change.
He recognized that an opportunity to leave the frustration at
Rand McNally was a blessing too good to pass up. He accepted
the lucrative offer, married Lorena on December 30, and left
for their honeymoon in Salem the same day (Warrenton Banner,
1914).
A Semesters’ Respite in Salem

Only a few facts need to be recollected here
concerning the time Sauer spent in Massachusetts.
Intellectually there is litle one can say about this period.
Salem Mormal School was predominantly a women®s college,
though it seems to have been of fairly high standards
{(Catalogue, 1913-1214). Sauer was given seven courses to

teach—-—four were repeat sections of the same course——for a

tatal of sixteen and one-hal+ hours a week {(C.0. Sauer to
Farents, Januarv 4, 1214: cf. Riess., 1976). He enjoyed the
position, as the students (gl of them females!) were

apparently bright and full ot guestions. The one drawback he
remarked upon was a poorly-stocked library (C.0. Sauer to
Parents, January 11, 1914),

As Sauer noted before he left Chicago, the position
allowed the two newlyweds to take excursions throughout the
region. It also permitted Sauer to experience an unfamiliar
landscape that reminded him of his days in southern Germanvy.

His letters home from Salem are full of long passages
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describing the local topographv. freguentiv referring to the
"rorelgnness’ of the area, commenting as well on the people
and Mew England culture. In fact., manv of his letters reveal
trat he was still comparing his present swrroundings with
Warrenton ‘and to a leszer extent. to his scheocol davs 1n
Calw?:z

This atterncon we toek a hike to Marblehead. about
4 miles awav. which 1s a curious little town with
dreadrul iy crockeag streets. The town 15 situated an
a peninsula 1n the sea. The trip there was also
very (nteresting. Compared to those farms. Warren
Countyv 1s a paradise for farmers. Evervwhere rocks
are sticking out of the ground and the fences are
stone wall=s made of the gathered rocks from the
fields. Un the pastures vou see more rock than
zo1l. The scil is all vellow and evervthing looks
decrepit. The area 1s even poorer than the Rlack
Forest (C.0. Sauer to Farents, January 11. 1%14:.

And a few months later:

I know that FPapa would like 1t here. Sc much would
remind him aof thne old world: winding streets. old
houses built directlv aonto the street., and old
cemeteries in the midst of the town. often
surrounding arn old. white Congregational Church.
And on top of that there are now the huge. old
chestnut trees which vou find evervwherz arocund
here. and which are covered with their white
candles. It deoces not surprise me that this 1s
called New England (£.0. Sauer to Parents, Mav 24.
1914:.

The most 1mportant points to keep 1n mind concerning
Sauer®s shert stav 1n Salem is that 1t provided him with a
break from the toil of Rand MchMally, saome needed distance
firom the unpleasantness of Chicago. the University, and his
wark, and the time to think over his career pians and

reevaluate what he might now do with his life. His initial
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encounter with a publishing fi1rm was far from sncouraging.
Moreover he suddenlv found himself married., 1n a strange and
mvsterious envirenment., and with no clear picture of his
future once the temporary poasition at Salem Normal came to
anag 2nd. Three relarved svents helped Sauesr make a deci=si1an
about nis post-Salem career.

In Fepruarv he recei1ved a short note trom Proteesor

i

alisburv asking whether he would like teo return to the
University ot Chicago when the semecster at Salem came to a
cliose. Accompanwving the note was an application for a
fellowshio ‘R.D. Salisbury to C.0,. Saver, Februarvy L1, 1914).
Sauer wrote home noting that he did not feel he could accept
a fellowship. but he wished to think it over seriocuslwv and
perhans retuwn to Chicageo and take a few courses (C.0. Sauer
to Farents, Februarv 1%, 1914).

[n March Sauer received a letter {frem Cwvrus C. Adams
(1848~1%28). the then-editor of the Bulletin of the
Amerlican Gecgraphical Socretv (A B.S.), 1ngquiring whether he
would agree to review books for the Fulletin for pav.
This of course interested Sauer i1mmensely. as 1t was another
door into the publishing 1ndustrv. He acceptea the otfer
realizing that this was alsoc a wav for his name to become
known bv the readerz of the journal (obviouslv considering
Salisburv’s offer to return to graduate school) {(C.0. Sauer

to Farents, February 22, 1914).
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The third event of this period that helosd influence
Sauer's career plans was an atfer from William Hobbs to come
to Ann Arbor and teach summer school. Sauer was asked 1+ he

would teach twe couwrses that summer and concduct several field

il

Hoursions for 4000 for an e1ght-week period.  Hobbs promised
him an assi1stant and Sauer accepted at once (L.0. Sauer to
Farents, March 13, 1214, In comparison to his hefty
teaching locad at Salem. the position in Michigan must have
seemed like easyvy monev tor eight short weeks. Hobbs

immed: ately contirmed Saver's accentance and added "1 am
hoping that vou mav be 1n attengance at the first joint
meeting of the American Geographical Societv and the

ne

{6

aciation of American Geographers in New vork April Jrd.
and 4th., 1n which case I could make vour acouaintance and
talk over the matter with vou' (W.H. Hebbs o C.0. Sauer,
March 1la. 1921417, Sauer ot cowrse went to Mew York.
Conscreouslv and unconsciously, Sauer was moving back
into the academic world he had run away from earlier. His
¥periences at Salem were refreshing and a welcome ecscape
fraom his trving editorial work. It was also obvious that,
benind the =scenes, those who knew him well at the University
ot Chicago were pulling strings and pushing him to return to
finish his degree. The affers to review books for the A.G.S.
and to teach at Ann Arbor did not arise bv chance. Just as

Salisbury would coax Sauer back to Chicago with a fellowship
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offer, and just as Barrows had quietly found Sauer the
position at Salem (S5.W. Cushing to C.0. Sauer, December 4,
1913), it was evident that those who knew him recognized his
potential and tried (and finally succeeded) to get Sauer to
finish his Ph.D. degree in gecgraphy. When the summer
session in Michigan had ended, Sauwer headed straight for the
Missourl Ozarks where he did some quick but thoraough field
reconnaissance. He then returned to the University of
Chicago in the fall of 1914 and resumed his studies. He
completed his classes, hastily wrote his doctoral thesis
\Sauer, 1920b), and was called back to Ann Arbor as a
permanent, full-time geography instructor.

Seven Long, Suppressed Years in Michigan
The last-minute details surrounding Sauer’s

dissertation, the extreme pressure he was under during those
final days in Chicago, the oral and written exams he took the
very day before he would depart for Ann Arbor, and all the
general confusion of the period surelv must have had a marked
effect on Sauer. He was literally exhausted——-"I'm nat
praperly jubilant vet, but when I get a little of my enerqgy
back, I will be'"——too exhausted in fact to write to his
parents and tell then that he had passed:

I didn™t get time to write to the folks on Sunday,

and thev know nothing of the result [of his examsl.

FPapa may be worrvying, and besides I want them to

know right away. Only I haven®t energy encugh to

write a second letter. So will you please tell
them?



195
Mare impaortantlv, however., he was done. and at last he
could express big anger and vent his deep frustratuion with
regards to the entire academic experience:

Well, T'm sti1ll 1n a semi-comatose condition but
16’3 all over. I'm at the end of & leng. hard road
and now we ' vwe come ta the turnina.

He gces on to describe the 2xam 1tzelf anag then adds:

At any rate. tt's ort my chest....l still aqan’t
realize that I will never have to =1t on the
scheool —pench again. that no cone will ever qui:s me

anyv mere, that ["ve come as far as the academic

line runs C.0. Sauer to L.L. Schowengerat,
December 14, 12135,

rom Sauer’s shoulders, ard 1t

-+

A hege burden had been lifted
1€ Clear frem his correspondence that he thought 1t would be
ail deownhill and easv-sailing from then on. Unfortunatelv,
he could not have bheen mare mistaken. The next seven and
gne-hal+ vears tn Ann Arbor would prove to be as bad as, i+t
not weorse than., the previcus seven in Evanston and Chicago
had heen faor "Protessor Sauer',

Seven and cne—-half vears 1s a long period of time. &
great deal can happen to an i1ndividual cover the course of
ninety months. A person can accumulate a substantial bodv of
achievements, and intellectually he or she could make
numerous 1mportant contacts and subseguentlv make manv
notewnrthy discoveries. Sauer®s tenure at the University of
Michigan proved to be no exception. As mentioned earlier, he
was quite productive during this period, and he became 2

semi-—popular figwe within certain circles. He had achieved
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the rank of full professor during those ninetv months, he had
begun to publish on a variety of topics {Sauer, 1918a: Sauer,
121407 Sauer, 1917f Sauer. 1718a3 Sauer, 1918bi Sauer. 1%18c:
Sauver, 219a% Sauver. (2197 Sauer, 1%20ai Sauer. 19320b:
Sauer, 1971bi Sauer. 1922, and his work 1n the northern

portion of Michigan led teo the establishment, with F.S5.

toverov, of the Michigan Land Economic Survev (see Tirtus.

0

1929 .*  One might ask, therefore. whv he fled Ann
Arbor so readily when the position at Berkelev precented
itsalf,

A close examination of the Ann Arbor milieuw reveals
one averriding negative factor: William H. Hobbs, the
Chairman of Sauer’s department. Hobbs was a colarful
character. So colorful., in fact, that during the first worla
war his skin glowed a deep red, white., and blue. and he
became a vocal., ocutsEpoken critic of Germanv and "unpatriotic”
Americans, especially Serman—Americans. Tagether with his
caolleague in the Michigan Historv Department, Claude H. Van
Tvne {(186%-19304), the respective chairmen waged an all-cut,
two—-man campaign against evervone pro-German or those not
openly patriotic.? Suspicious pacifists like Sauer
{zsee Hewes., 1983, pp. 144-145) were fair game. In the next
several pages we plan to paint a brief portrait of Hobbs, in
particular his anti-German stance during and after World War

I. We do so not to detract from Sauer’= intellectual
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development, but rather to juxtapose the two men. The aim
here is to expose Hobbs’ s character, allowing the reader to
judge Sauer®s prabable reaction to this man who was Sauer’s
Chairman for more than seven vears.

During and following the War, Hobbs was involved with
many patriotic, anti-German associations. He was the
Chairman of the Michigan Section of the Bureau aof Patriotism
through Education, a regular speaker for the National
Security League, the Chairman of the Ann Arbor Branch of the
League, a member of the Inquiry {(a special bodv preparing
"material for use of the American members of the Feace
Commission at Versatlles”)., and the author of numercus
pro—American, propagandist articles and bocks (see,
especiallv, Hobhs, 1932). Scattered throughout the
Universitv of Michigan archives are countless testimonials to
Hobbs's bitter condemnation of the Germane during this
period.

His private campaign of hatred seems tc have begun
around 1915. In November of that year he would remark that
"As a scirentitic man it has been mvy custom to go to the
bottaom of things, if that it is possible [sicl, and that is
now my desire in reterence to national defense.t®
Five days later Hobbs would write to the president of the
University, noting:

My attention was called by a student to the fact
that Professor Dieterle af the German Department
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the matter to the attention of the Regents, that he
should be told that he must exercise more
care.!’

The subsequent talk with Hobbs!* apparently
had little effect on him. I+ anything, he became more
outspoken. In 1914 he began a massive letter-writing
campaign aimed at the federal administration and its foreign
policy. In February, for example, he wrote to a member of
the U.S. Senate exclaiming:

I am writing you to urge in the strongest possible
terms...to use vour influence with the President
and with Congress....The German element in the
population is apparently at the moment especially
active to induce the Administration to surrender to
Germanv. It would be a most serious blow to the
prestige aof the nation if this were

permitted.s

Similarly, in July of that same year he would write to a
laocal politician and note:

I have heen informed that vyou are a candidate for
Congressman in this District [sicl, and am taking
the liberty of writing you in the interest of the
voters. The dominating issues bhefore the countrv in
the present political campaign are now well
recognized to be Americanism and national
defense....As an advocate of preparedness I am
therefore asking vou to furnish me with a statement
af vour position which you are willing to have
published with the statements furnished by the
other candidates.*

As the vyears rolled on, Hobbs became more aggravated
wih the German situation. Early in 1917 he would write to
Fresident Hutchins:

I am writing to urge the importance of releasing

Professor Van Tyne for the important educational
work of the Security League throughout the



country....Fersonally I feel that our first duty
today is to meet the danger of the lying German
propaganda with a wide dissemination of facts by
men whose training and station command respect and
confidence.??

It is indeed probable that Hobbs and Sauer were at
odds over the war issue for the duration of Sauer’®s tenure in
Ann Arbor. Hobbs, like Sauer, was ostensibly able to divorce
professional commitments from personal feelings, yet it is
also clear that Hobbs »pusé have heen suspicious of a
German—-American pacifist like Sauer. That suspicion no doubt
increased dramatically by early-1917. In February aof that
vear Hobbe circulated a petition with faculty names on it,
asking the respective faculty members to sign a copy of the
statement which would then be sent to Fresident Wilson. 0Of
the thirty-nine original names on Hobbs®s petition, all but
eight professors signed the document, Sauer being one of
those who chose not to sign.?®

Later in the year Hobbs stepped up his anti-German
warfare. He wrote first to a U.S. Attorney in Detroit,
complaining of a local German—American newspaper and its
editor:

-«.l am sending you herewith, as exhibites A, B and
C...material to be used in proceedings against

Die MWashtenaw Post, a seditious German

newspaper published in this city, edited and
ostensibly owned by E.J. Helbher.

Hobbs next goes on to describe the contents of the paper and

the dubious {(according to Hobbs) character of Mr. Helber,
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the end of the letter:

««-1 venture to hope that your aoffer to bring the
matter together with this additional material to
the attention of the Attorney—General, will result
in the suppression of the papetr and possible
restriction of the activities of the

editor.!*

chances, however, Hobbs tried a second avenue of
the local newspaper and wrote to the Postmaster
rect:

I am writing to call your attention to the
notaoriously seditiocus character of Die Washtenaw
Post, published weekly by Eugene J. Helber at his
office in this city, and distributed chiefly among
the German—-American farmers of Washtenaw County.
The paper is said to have a circulation of some
three thousand, and the subscribers as a rule read
no other paper and hence secure all their
information upon current issues through this one
poisoned source....This community is in a state
which would welcome action taken against the paper
by the Federal Authorities [sicl to refuse
permission to use the mails....l would say that 1
am ready to assist the Department in any way that
they mav see fit.20

me later the paper was shut down, but Hobbs still

was not satisfied:

I wite to inguire whether permission could not be
granted to have the list of subscribers to the
suppressed newspaper obtained...in order that these
deluded people mav be reached and supplied with
some correct information.

Hobbs s rationale for having the subscription list seized

indicates

sentiment:

his excessive obeession to rout out all pro-German

My visits to aother communities in the state where
there are likewlise dense German agricultural
population [sicl, have convinced me that the
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element of disloyalty is largely limited to
sections where a German—-American newspaper has been
circulated, and the case of Washtenaw County is
notorious in this respect.?

One is tempted to continue this exposé of Hobbs
indefinitely. The evidence is voluminous, and it makes
fascinating reading. Yet while 1 believe the case has been
made, it is equally as important to demonstrate briefly that
his views persisted long after World War I had ended.

James Murfin, another member of the Board of Regents,
would indicate by the War s end that!

...Hobbe is gradually getting under my skin. He is
becoming., confidentially, an insufferable pest. The
praoblem of how to shut him up without interfering
with the man’s constitutional liberty of free
speech is perhaps not an easy one.??
It seemed as though there was no stopping Hobbs once he got
started on something. In 1919 the Michigan Board of Regents
even considered firing him for his continual
activities,®® yet the man never backed
down.2* Ag late as 1922, he was still pointing
fingers and naming names, and he was yet complaining about
local communitv and faculty members and their so-called
propagandist lectures and discussions,?8

One assumes that the point has now been made
sufficiently why Sauer chose to flee Ann Arbor when the right
opportunity presented itself. One wonders., in fact, how

Sauer was able to endure under Hobbs as long as he did.

While there is no extant evidence that the two men were in
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open confrontation, it seems entirely logical and convincing
that Sauer was intimidated if not fearful of his Chairman,
though Sauer was sensible enough to reserve comment while an
employee of the University.?* As a German—-American,
it was undoubtedly to his advantage to say nothing. He was
obviously aware of Hobbs's frame of mind and under a great
deal of pressure not to say or write anything that could
possibly glorify German geography, as he was ready to
write in 1925. It was the wrong time and the wrong place for
such things. But what was Sauver daing academically? Are
there indications that he was at least congidering the ideas
he later published i1n the “morphology" essay? The remainder
of this chapter will address this iaoportant issue.

Prelude to the "Morpholaogy”

Except for the many references to German sources,
there was little 1n the “"morphologvy" that Sauver had not
already published or considered elsewhere. Virtually all of
the i1deas were outlined in a paper that appeared in 1924 as
"The Survey Method in Geography and its Objectives" {(Sauer,
1224). Why this first paper failed to spark the change
realized by the "morphology" is unclear. But, as Leighly
commented following Sauer”s death, “"The position it [(the
"morphology”l exenplifies is esgentially the same as the one
he had taken in *The Survey Method,’ fortified by further

reading and informed by the liberating concept of culture”



(lLeighly, 1976, p. 340). It is also clear that Sauer was
thinking along these lines prior to 1923 (the year he wrote
‘The Swvey Method® and the year he arrived in Rerkeley). In
1920, +for example, he presented a paper at the Chicago
meeting of the A.A.G. entitled "Geography as Regional
Economics'" (Sauer, 1921a). Only the abstract of that paper
survives, but in it Sauer demonstrates his early
disgsatisfaction with the discipline:

There have been numerous discussions of the
scope of geography, and especially there have been
examinations of the periphery of the science. Much
less attention has been given to the determination
of particular objectives within the field of
geography. Geography is suffering from a scattering
of interests over too broad a field for the limited
number of workers engaged in it.

He goes on to note how geography, as defined bv his American
colleagues, is incapable of analvyzing conditions which are
not typically regarded as geographic:
~«.the ingquiry must not be limited ta the
evaluation of so-called geographic factors (Sauer
1921a).
In a letter written a short time after the meeting, Sauer
explains exactly what the Chicago paper was about. Here we
can see that the notions of culture and historical change
were already part of his conceptual vocabulary, even though
he did not vet use those specific words:
With regard to my paper on Geography as Regional
Economics. 1 presented this for the sake of
discussion at the Chicago meeting, but the papers

were acrowding each other so fast that the principal
purpose of presenting this subject was
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defeated....My main argument was that Geography is
suffering from a confusion of purposes and 1 made a
plea for a concentration of effort on something
that lies central to the subject, has major
significance, and may supply a definite focus. I
also objected to the special pleading that is bound
to come out of an interpretation of geography as
the study of geographic influences. 1 proposed the
study of areas in terms of their economic
performance, with due emphasis on their
opportunities, handicaps, and stage of development,
but without any partiality to ¢the consideration

of physical factors. HWe can develop a discipline
for this type of work that will rid us of the odiunm
of trying to make out a case for one set of
influences (emphasis added).

He also tells us in this letter that "1 have a number of more
urgent things pressing for publication, so I have put this
thing aside for awhile, but shall take it up again at a later
date" {(L.0. Sauer to J.R. Smith, May 19, 1921).%

In the same year as the Chicago paper., 1920, Sauer
evaluated two books for the Gecographical Review {(Sauer,
1220c) .2 The first was Das Deutsche Feich by
Willi Ule, and the second was Peutschland. dargestellt auf
Grund eigener Beohbachtung. der Karten und der Literatur by
Gustav Braun. ©Of Ule’s book, Sauer said that it:

-..18 not an important contribution to geographic
literature. It breaks no new ground....The author
apparently subscribes to the idea that geography is
concerned with the special distribution of things.
But of Braun’®s monagraph, Sauer was much more optimistic:
The author is primarily a morphologist in
viewpoint, but he is enlarging this basis along
geographic lines. He still feels constrained to say
that the prablem of the geographer culminates in

the description of the land, but his idea of the
land is becaoming geographic rather than
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physiographic. For he adds that the individuality
of the land may be determined by physical
characteristics or it may be a cultural
individuality....His actual objective becomes the
study of the evolution of Aulturlandschaft out

of Naturlandschaft by resoclving the landscape

of today into its components, be they natural or
cultural. That is certainlyvy a sufficiently clear
and sound aim to merit approbation (Sauer, 1920c,
p. 52).

This was precisely the form of geography Sauer articulated in
the "morphology" (see Chapter Two). Indeed, it is obvious
from the remainder of his review that Braun®s study struck a

chaord of harmony in Sauer:

The result is a distinct advance in methods of
geographic inquiry. The whole treatment is clear
and penetrating, pregnant with thought, not
burdened with encyclopedic details. The author 1is
at work constructing generalized images ot regions
as homes of men,...There is also a clear
recognition of the changing values of the
environment with changes in historical conditions
[see Sauver, 191%bl....The first section deals with
the form of the natural landscape, the second with
the modification of the landscape through 1ts
utilization by man, and the third with the present
form of landscape (Landschaftshild) for the
various regions [see Chapter Twol (Sauer, 1920c,
pp. S52-53).

This was the verv approach expressed by Sauer i1n his 1925
address and in many subsequent empirical papers (see Chapter
Two). Hut can we therefore say that his i1deas were drawn
from Braun®s work? In a word, no.

It is evident that Sager was alreadvy considering the
pervasive impact of man in his work on the cut-over lands of
Michigan. In particular, in 1919 he tells us:

The true geographic map, although based on maps of
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the sorts mentioned {1.e., topography, soils, or
vegetationl, must attempt to set forth economic
conditions. Certainly the aim of such a map must be
to represent the ways in which the people of the
area make their living and the character of this
living. in s0 fTar as these things can be contined
within the inelastic frame 0f a wap (emphasis
added) (Sauer 191%a, p. 47).

Sauer’s recognition that different peoples use the same area
in different ways was something he realized at least as early
as 1918 when he wrote his paper on Niagara Falls (Sauer,
191%9h) . It is immediately clear from this early paper that
he was already weighing the cultural against the physical and
arguing in favor of the former. This is not too surprising.
As noted in Chapter Three (Mote Two), Sauer mentioned that he
had been reading German academic geographers as early as his
graduate school days when he was displeased with what was
being taught at Chicago:
Mv dissatisfaction with the environmentalist tenet
came mainly from listening to Mizse Semple and J.
Faul Goode, both delightful persons, and hearing
Barrows distinguish between geographic and
non-geographic factors. That wasn”t what I had come
for to geography. In the years [ worked in The Loop
I read BGerman geographers evenings who were doing
what 1 wanted and when I came to Berkeley I put it
together as the "Morphology of Landscape” {C.O0.
Sauer to W.W. Speth, March 3, 1972, S.P.).
But what, precisely, did Sauer mean when he said German
geographers “who were doing what I wanted”? How did a
neophyte of twenty or twenty-one know what he warnted from

geagraphy? and how could he be so sure of "what {hel had

come for to geography"? What, in other words, was so
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irritating about the type of geocgraphy he was being taught at
Chicago and. conversely, what was so appealing about this
German geography he was reading?

What Sauver probably meant by these statements was
that the German way of approaching a problem was compatible
with the world view he had thus far embraced. In short., the
frame of reference he left Warrenton with, the ocutlook on the
world, its mode of understanding, and a kindred
interpretation that seemed so strikingly natural to him in
bis hometown environment, now again seemed "right" when
reading German geographers. Put differently., German
geography possessed elements similar to, 1f not identical
with, the ideas and the Weltanschauung he adopted as a
voungster. In contrast., the American version of geagraphy
{earth science) he was being fed in graduate school he found
repulsivet 1t held such little interest for him that he was
more than willing to throw it overboard for a career in
journalism.

Sauer had left Warrenton intending to become a
geologist, but exposure to North American geology at
Northwestern had turned him toward geagraphy: subsequent
exposure to North American geography at Chicage almost turned
him into a map editor. He departed Warrenton with a German
world view, looking for an approach compatible with the

Goethean conception of science he had internalized since
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childhood. Salisbury, his graduate advisor, recognized
Séuer’s strong Bermanic gualities at once and understood that
he was truly a product of a German intellectual climate. In
1917, for instance, when he would write a letter of
recommendation for his student, Salisbury would warn the
prospective depatrtment:

Sauer is by ancestry a German, as his name implies,
and has the notions of scholarship which go with
his ancestry. He is a solid, substantial man, with
1deas of his own, tho not difficult to work with
{FR.D. Salisbury to R.S. Holway, March 10,
1917y .2
If it had not been for the foresight of his instructors at
Chicagao, it is likelv that, being the strong-willed person he
was, Sauer would have remained outside of academia despaite
his tather’s continuous protests and pleadings. When he
did finally return to the world of scholarship,
particularly after he became established in his field, he
naturally chose to readopt the viewpoint and methodology he
felt most at ease with-—a decidedlyv German "brand" of
geography.
Background to the "Morphology®: A Summary
The period 1908-1924 was one of frustration and
disappointment for Sauer. After leaving Warrenton to attend
graduate school at Northwestern he quickly realized that he
had made a mistake——neither Evanston nor geology were to his

liking. The following year he transferred to Chicago to

become a geographer, yet his honest desire was to become a
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"country editor’. Thus he dropped ocut of the University of
Chicago to pursue editorial work for the Municipal Art League
and the Rand McMally Company. As we now know, neither job
provided Sauer with the satisfaction he was looking faors the
latter position produced one problem atter another.

The semester in Salem was literally a honevmoon. It
also gave Sauer time to think and to evaluate his career
plans. The position he accepted at Ann Arbor, upon
completing his Fh.D., was not, however, the fulfilment cf his
expectations. It is clear that Sauer would have left
Michigan earlier had the right opportunitv come along. He
was approached by several universities, but Berkelev alone
offered him a chairmanship and he accepted on that basis (see
Macpherson, 198%5).

The “"Morphology of Landscape! {(Sauer, 1923) was in no
way something new in Sauwer’s thinking. To read the lengthv
paper., one is impressed with the tight argumentation and
careful, step-by-step reasoning he sets forth. The essay was
something he needed to write to articulate his ideas at the
time respecting the differences between geclogy and geography
for a Berkeley audience (see Williams, 1983). Feviewing from
Chapter Two, it was a very hastily-written paper and, as
noted by those who knew him best, it was a terminal pirece of
wrriting for Sauer, not the beginning of a research frontier

{Leighly, 1974, p. 340). It has been argued that throughout



this entire period Sauver’s thoughts on geography changed
slightly at best. It has been further argued that during
these years Sauer had little time to think about geographic
method, or to rework a conception of the disciplinei he
certainly lacked the motivation to express himself given the
intellectual climate during and following World War I. He
wisely waited until the time was ripe and the environment
receptive before committing his ideas to paper. To see the
"morphology" and the origin of the Berkeley School of
Geography in any other light is to dismiss Sauer’s

pre—-Berkeleyv intellectual heritage.
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CHAFTER SIX NOTES

The detaiis surround:ng the decisicn to attend
Mortnwestern are sketchv. FReminiscinag about the event
many vears later. Sauver said "I had graduated +rom a
little Methodicst college 1n Missowri....and being a good
Methodist., [ went to the big Method:ist i1nstitution 1n that

part of the countrv, which was Morthwestern...V (Riess and

(]

Sternberg., 197E, p. 2). Un the other hand., while the
Metheodist coannection was an cbvious cone. tnere 1s evidence
to suggest that the real motivation mav have peen a
scholarship from Morthwestern., According to Sauer’s
private diarv, MNMorthwestern offered Central Weslevan
College one graduate scholarship each vear. {(Frior tc his
reaterence to this scholarship, Saver®s diarv records no
mention af anv intent on his part to pursue graduate
studv.? He applied +for this scholarship in 1908 and
recei1ved word from Evanston of their interest 1n him, but
there 1s no further mention of the matter (though the
diary is inceomplete and terminates at the beginning of the
summer of 1908) (see Diarv, 1907-1908, March 3, 18. and

27. 1908). The current Morthwestern archivist tells me
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that that there is no record of Sauer ever receiving a
scholarship at the institution (P.M. Quinn to M.5. Ken:zer,
January 29, 1985, personal correspondence), but given the
fact that Northwestern’s records for this period are
somewhat incomplete--e.g., they have no official record of
Sauer®s attendance!--1 guestion whether the archival
material pertaining to 19208 scholarships are very
reliable. Sauer®s diary is in the possession of his

daughter (see Note 2 below).

Unless stated otherwise., all correspondence cited in this
chapter between Sauer and his parents, between Sauer and
his other relatives and colleagues., or between Sauer and
Lorena Schowengerdt (Mrs. Carl 0. Sauwer), is in the
possession of Sauer’®s daughter, Elizabeth Sauer

FitzSimmons (Berkeley, California).

In case the reader should get the wrong impression, it is
important to note that Sauer was not entirely happy with
the Methodist churches in Chicago either. After visiting
one particular church (while still a student at
Morthwestern)., he would write home and tell how the urban
Methodists of Chicago were "too commercial and inhuman'.
lne minister, he remarked, gave up his position "to become
a car salesman" (C.0. Sauer to Parents, March 22, 1909)!

In general, Sauer®s religious inclination was on the wane
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from tne time he lett Warrenton.

See, +tor example, U.8. Grant to R.C. Flickinger, Januarv
2. 01923, Walter D11l Scott Fapers, Northwestern Universitvy

Arohivess also CLd. Sauer to U.S. Gramnt., March . 19755,

S.F.

I am intentionally using the terms petrograchy ang
petroloagvy svnonvmouslv, as did Sauer 1n 19908 'zee kKencer,
1935d) . Fetrograpny was merelv one of several approaches
to the more screntitic, law-seeking petrologv. Morzover,
1n 1908 there was seemingly little difference petween the
two terms. See Loewinson-lLessing. 1954, particularly po.

1-9

These were the two halves of Geclogv #A2 iFhvesical
Gengraphv: Meteorclogy & Phvsicgraphy or the Lands)

tHulletin. 1208, pp. PI-94r.

It 1= not at all surprising to find that Sauer was
thinking of becaoming an editor. In addit:on to the
chvious fact that he had been an editor of sorts at
C.W.C.. there was a second +actor to bhe considered: The
publishing i1ndustrv was the most attractive professzion

for educated German—-Americans until World War 1 (see, for
example, Wittke, 1973). Believing that thev might have an

impact on American culture, and alsc persistent in their
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desire to retain their native language. the
L]

German—Americans entered the publishing i1ndustry in
sarnect. The German newspapers, consequentlyv, accounted
for forty percent of all forsign—-language papers published

1n Aamerica t11l1 the outset of the War (07 Connor, 1%ss. p.

The Michigan Land Econemic Survey was nct unigue to the
State of Michigan. It was part o+ the larager larnd
reclamnation movement ot the 1220s designed. 1n part, to
promote the "scientific” use of America’s post-wWorla War 1
natural rescources. For a qeod introduction te the parent

movement see Guttenberg. 197s.

For a good overview of Yan Tyne’s patrictic fervor ifand.
to a lesser extent, his relaticnshio with Hobbs) see

Wilkee, 1971.

W.H. Hobbe to G.H. Putnam, November 10, 1915, William
Herbert Hobbs Fapers, Michigan Historical Collections,
Bentlev Historical Librarv, Universitwv of Michigan.

hereatter W.H.P.

W.H. Hobbs to H.B. Hutchins, bMNMovember 15, 1215, Harrvy B.
Hutchins Papers, Michigan Historical Collections, Bentlev
Historical Library, University of Michigan, hereafter

HoH.F.
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W.H. Hobbs to E.H. Kraus, August 1%, 1922, Michigan
University Summer Session Papers, Michigan Historical
Collections, Bentley Historical Library, University of

Michigan.

When I say that there is no "extant evidence" I mean
written evidence. 0On the other hand, several people who
knew Sauer very well have confided in me of his
"displeasure"”" with Hobbs. Thev have i1ndicated, "off the
record", that., although Sauer would never say anything
unkind about somecne publically, veare later he did indeed
discuse his "relationship'" with Hobbs privately. The two

men were net good friends!

J. Russell Smith Fapers, American Philosophical Society

l.ibrary, Philadelphia.

These reviews have been heretofore unknown to students ot
Saueriana. Thev do not exist in any of his published
bibliographies. I "discovered"” them, along with numerous
other "unknown' publications by Sauer, in the course of my

investigation into his pre—-Berkeley intellectual heritage.

Rollin D. Salisbuwry Papers, Joseph Regenstein Library,

University of Chicago.



CHAPTER SEVEN

CONCLUSIONS

The purpcse aof this thesis nas been to explicate the
ari1gins 0ot tne one acknowledged '"school” of historaical
gecgraphy 1n North amercal the "Herkelewv Scheoel” which was
engendersad. from 1?27 onward. through the research. writings,
and tutelage gor Carl Orftwin Sawver, In trving ko account rtor
Sauer®s decirdedlv naon—North American definition of gecaraphv,
1t has be2n necessarv to explore hisz past bv focusing on his
pre—ferkeley 1ntellectual heritage——the kev to understarnding
whv the School assumed certain characteristics: an emphasi1s
oan the cultural landscape, a strong histerical component, an
inductive metrnodological appreacnh. arn empirical,
phencmenological eprsztemclogy, and a highlv gualitative
interpr=2tation of gecgraphic phenomena. As an excercise in
intellectual historv, the thesis= has concentrated attention
on an 1ndividual and his definitticen ot an academic discipline
{rather than on a bodvy of ideas per se;, arguing that his
interpretation led to the formation of a geocagraphic school of
thought practiced and advocated by Sauer and his manv

graduate students. The primarv focus has been on Sauer to
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uncover the motivation behind his ideas and his perspective
of the field. Having cutlined his pre-Berkeley intellectual
development, we can now restate a number of the maore telling
conclusions.

It has been shown that Sauver’s "brand" of gecgraphv
was markedly different from the working definitions his
caol leagues sought to emplov prior to his "morphologv” essav.
While the discipline was ripe for change 1n the earlv-1920s,
it was apparent that onlv Sauer was able or willing to step
forward with an articulate alternative. 0Once he proposed a
well-developed substitute ta the deterministic geographv of
Ellen Semple. and was also able to offer a viable alternative
to William M. Davis's Darwinian-based, physical geography.

the yvounger generation ot geographers freely adopted this

111 E1

new"” geocgraphv.

Sauver’'s view of human geography emerged from a
thorough immersion in German culture. Warrenton and Warren
County, Missouri were so strongly Germanic at the time of
Sauer's birth that one would be hard pressed to identifv
substantial differences between a child reared in such an
environment and one who was raised in southern Germany at the
time. Sauer was also taken to Germany at a very
impressionable period-——between the ages of nine and

eleven——and schoocled in a traditional German lyceum. He was

fluent in German from birth and one would have a most awkward
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time trving to distinguish between Sauer's early education
and that of his German-born counterpart.

We have further examined the close relationship and
intellectual bridge between Sauer and his father. The two
men were =0 very alike-—with the younger Sauetr continually
being pressured by his father (the professor) to follow in
his footsteps and to carry on a family tradition of male
college teachers——that there is little likelihood that Carl
Sauer could have entered any ather profession with his
father’'s blessings. When he Jdid try his hand at
editorial wark, his father would scold him through their
correspondence and persistently push him back onto the
"right" track. With Carl®s older brother seemingly incapable
ot preserving the family™ s professorial tradition, the
vounger Sauer was practically "destined" to enter a teaching
career.

We have also seen how Sauer®s geography, like has
father®s world view, was an unconscious extension af a
Germanic Neltanschauung traceable to a frame of reference
associated with the writings of Johann Geoethe. Goethe’s
conception of the world, his avenue of explanation, and
indeed his very poems and maxims, all served to instill a
strong sense of intellectual direction in Sauer and his
peers. As a QEvoted member and participant in the local

Goethean society, Sauer®s reliance on this particular mode of



thinking was probably more pronounced than he could have
understood. His undergraduate a2lr»a water, Central

Wesleyan College, was an overseas arm of the German
Kollegium. Those who initiated the institution were
themselves 1ntellectual refugees fleeing a society in
rebellion against the ideas and the world Goethe stood for.
Thus it was not surprising to find the Central Weslevan
faculty perpetuating this Goethean tradition. With its
location in the remote Migssouwri Ozarks, secluded from the
mainstream of American society, the small college had little
difficulty preserving its distinctive heritage and a set of
ideas. In nineteenth—- and turn-of-the-century Warrenton a
tie to the past was almost assured: life could endure
virtually unatfected by the more characteristicallvy American
educational standards. With the coming of World War I,
however, Central Weslevan®s adherence to a Goethean world
view was severely diluted and eventually the institution
dissolved into a German-American "junior college.

Finally, we have explored Sauer’s life from 1908 when
he left Warrenton {(with this Goethean tradition firmly
ensconced in hise very being), to 1925 when he freely
expressed himself in "The Morphology of Landscape". Our
major finding has been that the "morphology” was a natural
extension of @he Warrenton milieu, and that the intervening

years spent prior top Sauer’s arrival in Berkeley were really



of little influence in contributing to his seemingly ocdd
"Brand® of geagraphy (cf. Martin, 19835). The period he spent
in graduate school and the vears he spent teaching at Ann
Arbor were, together, fourteen and cne—half vyears of anguish
and extereme frustration—--vears in which he had the good
sense to suppress his Germanic conception of geographv. It
was not until he arrived i1n California—-—a good distance awav
firam the Midwest where academic geoqraphy was born and where
it thrived in the earlv decades of this century-—that Sauer
was finallv able te practice and refine a notion of man
expressed geographically that was to his liking. It 15 not
asserted that Sauver did not profit from his experiences in
Evanston, Chicago. Salem., and Michigan. Nor iz it implied
that the "morphology” {(and his geographv) were total,
absolute. complete reflections of the Warrenton intellectual
milieu alone. Kather. I have argued that the evidence
overwhelmingly sugaests that Saver would have adopted a
drstinctively German conception of his diecipline
irrespective of his post—-Warrenton experiences. Indeed, one
might further argue that he did sao in spite of his
subzeguent "diversions". He was clearlv headed in that
direction. He was simply wavlaid due to the frustrating and
unsavory circumstances swrounding his graduate school davs
and most certainly due to the coming of world'war I and the

immediate presence of Hobbs.
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The Berkeley School of (Historical) Geography
developed and continues todavy only because Sauer had the
foresight to move away from his academic peers, and because
he had the 1nitirative to persevere in his quest for an
'"alternative“ geagraphv. At he same time, he was a gifted
individual who was able. independentlv, to work through his
ideaz and not worry about their acceptance or rejection, nor
about his own disciplinal popularitv. For the remainder of
his life he continued to utilize and practice a working
definition of geographyv that took him further and further
back intec the paszt and indeed into pre-historv. His
geographv remained a field centered on the concept of culture
historv and man®s abilitv to alter {(and often exploit) his
natural environment. He continually reworked and refined his
definition, vet he never relinguished the fundamental ideas
which were eupressed in the "morphologv”.

Further research i1nto Sauer’s intellectual
development is necessarv. This study shgould be carried
forward in time to investigate the remainder of his life and
ideas. There were slight changes in his later writings that
need to be examined in close detail. Those changes need not
worry us here, but they are important, and they will present
a fuller understanding of his more mature intellectual
development. As well, they account in part fpr the varving

research interests and foci of his graduate students (see
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Mikesell, %985).

In addition, similar reéaarch endeavore need to be
undertaken for other academ:ic geographers. At present. to
the detriment of the discinline of geocgraphy. verv few such
studies are available. If we are ever to make sense of our
past and uncover why earlier practitioners chose to define
their work in certain wave. then we are compelled. if noat
obligated., to unearth their respective i1ntellectual
birographies. Onlvy then will we have the potential to
interpre2t our disciplinal heri1tage and the insight to

understand our own work better. In the =2nd we should gain a

clearer rececgniticon of what we do as geographers and why.

4
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